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ADOPTI ON OF THE AGENDA AND ORGANI ZATI ON OF WORK

Provi si onal agenda

1. El ection of officers.
2. Adopti on of the agenda and organi zati on of work.
3. Revi ew of the efficiency of the admi nistrative and financial functioning of

the United Nations.
4. Programme questi ons:

(a) Programme performance of the United Nations for the biennium
1994- 1995;

(b) Proposed mediumtermplan for the period 1998-2001
(c) <Qutline of the proposed progranme budget for the biennium 1998-1999;
(d) Eval uation.
5. Coordi nati on questi ons:
(a) Report of the Admnistrative Commttee on Coordi nation and
preparations for the Joint Meetings of the Conmttee for Programe and

Coordi nati on and the Adm nistrative Comm ttee on Coordi nation

(b) Inplementation of the Systemw de Plan of Action for African Economc
Recovery and Devel opnent.
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6. Reports of the Joint Inspection Unit.
7. Provi si onal agenda for the thirty-seventh session of the Commttee.

8. Adoption of the report of the Commttee on its thirty-sixth session.

Annot at i ons

1. Election of officers

At its thirty-fifth session, the Conmttee el ected a Chairman, three
Vi ce- Chai rmen and a Rapporteur. At its thirty-sixth session, the Commttee may
wi sh to elect the Chairman fromthe Goup of Latin Arerican and Cari bbean States
in accordance with the agreed pattern of rotation for the post of Chairnman, and
the Rapporteur fromthe regional group that had occupi ed the post of Chairman
the previous year, nanely the G oup of Eastern European States.

2. Adoption of the agenda and organi zation of work

Pursuant to paragraph 2 (e) of Econom c and Social Council resolution
1979/ 41 of 10 May 1979 and paragraph 2 of General Assenbly resolution 34/50 of
23 Novenber 1979, the Committee submitted to the Council and the Assenbly for
their review the provisional agenda for its thirty-sixth session, together with
the Iist of docunentation requested. The present provisional agenda and |ist of
docunent ati on al so take into account decisions taken by the Council and the
Assenbly since the | ast session of the Committee.

3. Review of the efficiency of the adninistrative and financial functioning of

the United Nations

Inits resolution 45/254 A of 21 Decenber 1990, the CGeneral Assenbly
decided to continue considering annually the adm nistrative, structural and
ot her aspects of the inprovenent of the efficiency of the O ganization, and
requested the Secretary-General to report accordingly.

At its thirty-fourth session, the Comm ttee endorsed the nmeasures on the
establ i shnent of a transparent and effective system of accountability and
responsibility to be taken by 1 January 1995 and recomrended that future
proposal s should be submtted as appropriate to the General Assenbly through the
Committee for Programme and Coordi nati on and the Advisory Conmittee on
Adm ni strative and Budgetary Questions.

At its thirty-fifth session, in reviewing its work nmethods and procedures,
the Committee considered that it should be informed of the views and deci sions
of the Econom c and Social Council regarding reports that it had submtted in
accordance with its mandate. The Conmittee recogni zed the need to pay nore
in-depth attention to its coordinating role, which should be based on
substantive issues. To that end, the Conmittee considered that it required a
nore detailed insight to the efforts of the Adm nistrative Conmttee on
Coordi nation and other rel evant departnments of the United Nations in that
respect.
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At its resuned forty-ninth session, the General Assenbly adopted decision
49/ 489 of 20 July 1995, by which it decided to defer until its fiftieth session
consi deration of the docunents relating to the review of the efficiency of the
admi nistrative and financial functioning of the United Nations and requested the
Secretary-Ceneral to update his report on the restructuring of the
Secretariat 1/ and to apprise the Assenbly of the nmeasures taken in order to
i mpl enent the recomrendations contained in his report on the establishment of a
transparent and effective systemof accountability and responsibility. 2/

By its decision 50/469 of 23 Decenber 1995, the General Assenbly, owing to
| ack of tine, decided to defer consideration of the docunments relating to the
review of the efficiency of the administrative and financial functioning of the
United Nations to its resuned fiftieth session

4. Programme questi ons

(a) Programme performance of the United Nations for the biennium 1994-1995

Regul ation 5.1 of the Regul ati ons Governi ng Progranme Pl anni ng, the
Programme Aspects of the Budget, the Mnitoring of |Inplenmentation and the
Met hods of Eval uation reads as foll ows:

"The Secretary-CGeneral shall monitor the delivery of output schedul ed
in the approved programe budget through a central unit in the Secretariat.
After the conpletion of the biennial budget period, the Secretary-CGenera
shall report to the General Assenbly, through the Committee for Progranme
and Coordi nati on, on programme performance during that period.”

The Conmttee will have before it a report of the Secretary-General on the
programe perfornmance of the United Nations for the biennium 1994-1995.

Docunent at i on

Report of the Secretary-General on the programme perfornmance of the United
Nati ons for the biennium 1994-1995 (A/51/__ )

(b) Proposed nediumtermplan for the period 1998-2001

In section |.B of its resolution 48/218 A of 23 Decenber 1993, the Genera
Assenbly noted that in its current format the mediumtermplan had a limted
i npact on the work of the Organization

In the same resolution, the Assenbly al so noted with appreciation the
recomendati on by the Committee for Progranme and Coordination that
consi deration be given to the possibility of replacing the current nediumterm
pl an by a document prepared along a different format as outlined in
par agraph 233 of its report, 3/ reiterated its request to the Secretary-Cenera
to submt to the General Assenbly at its forty-ninth session, through the
Conmittee for Programme and Coordi nati on and the Advisory Conmittee on
Admi ni strative and Budgetary Questions, a prototype of a new format of the
medi umterm plan, taking into account resolution 48/ 218 and the vi ews expressed
by Menber States in the Fifth Committee, and decided to give this issue in-depth

/...



E/ AC. 51/ 1996/ 1
Engl i sh
Page 4

consideration at its forty-ninth session on the basis of the rel evant
docunent ati on.

At its thirty-fourth session, the Committee considered the report of the
Secretary-Ceneral containing a prototype of a new format of the nediumterm
plan. 4/ It welconed the proposed new fornmat, which would consist of a
perspective and a programre franework for a period of four years, beginning in
1998, on the understanding that the relevant |egislative mandates should be
indicated in the narrative of the programes and the narrative of the
subprogranmes should reflect all the mandated activities. The Committee al so
recommended that the perspective should strictly observe the bal ance between
persi stent problens and energing trends and shoul d therefore be presented
according to a structure as outlined in paragraph 111 of its report. 5/

The Conmittee stressed the need for further consultations with Menber
States and noted that, upon approval by the General Assenbly at its forty-ninth
session of the new format, the Secretariat would begin drafting the plan for
review, where feasible, by the specialized intergovernnental bodies prior to
consi deration by the Conmittee at its thirty-sixth session

At its forty-ninth session, the General Assenbly considered the report of
the Secretary-General on the new format of the mediumtermplan together with
t he observations and recomendati ons of the Comrittee for Programme and
Coordination at its thirty-fourth session 6/ and of the Advisory Conm ttee on
Admi ni strative and Budgetary Questions. 7/ By its decision 49/464 of
20 July 1995, the Assenbly decided to defer consideration of the itementitled
"Progranme planning" to its fiftieth session

At its fiftieth session, the General Assenbly adopted decision 50/452 of
22 Decenber 1995, by which it decided to authorize the Secretary-General to
begi n preparation of the proposed nediumtermplan for the period after 1997, on
the basis of recommendati ons of the Conmittee for Progranme and Coordination at
its thirty-fourth session and the Advisory Committee on Adm nistrative and
Budgetary Questions, and taking into account the views expressed by Menber
States in the Fifth Commttee, and requested the Secretary-General to submt the
new nediumtermplan for that period to the General Assenbly at its fifty-first
session, through the Commttee for Programme and Coordi nation

Docunent at i on

Report of the Secretary-General on the proposed mediumterm plan for the
peri od 1998-2001 (A/51/__ )

(c) CQutline of the proposed progranme budget for the biennium 1998-1999

In accordance with annex | to General Assenbly resolution 41/213 of
19 Decenber 1986, the Secretary-General is to submit an outline of the programre
budget for the follow ng biennium which will contain an indication of the
fol | owi ng:

(a) Prelimnary estimte of resources to accommodate the proposed
programe of activities during the biennium
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(b) Priorities, reflecting general trends of a broad sectoral nature;
(c) Real growth, positive or negative, conpared with the previous budget;

(d) Size of the contingency fund expressed as a percentage of the overal
| evel of resources.

In accordance with the sane resolution, the Conmttee for Programe and
Coordi nation, acting as a subsidiary organ of the General Assenbly, is to
consi der the outline of the programe budget and subnmit its conclusions and
reconmendations to the Assenbly through the Fifth Committee. By its resolution
42/ 211 of 21 Decenber 1987, the Assenbly decided that the date for subm ssion of
the outline of the programe budget should be 15 August of the off-budget year
The Conmttee will consider the report of the Secretary-General on the outline
of the proposed programe budget for the biennium 1998-1999 at its resuned
thirty-sixth session, from26 August to 6 Septenber 1996.

Docunent at i on

Report of the Secretary-General on the outline of the proposed programre
budget for the biennium 1998-1999 (A/51/__ )

(d) Evaluation

In accordance with regulation 6.4 of the Regul ati ons Governi ng Progranme
Pl anni ng, the Programe Aspects of the Budget, the Mnitoring of Inplenmentation
and the Methods of Evaluation, the Cormittee will have before it the report of
the Secretary-General on the strengthening of the evaluation role and the
application of evaluation findings in progranme design, delivery and policy
directives. In this regard, the attention of the Conmttee is drawmn to the
rel evant sections of General Assenbly resolutions 36/228 B of 18 December 1981
37/ 234 of 21 Decenber 1982, 38/227 A and B of 20 Decenber 1983, 42/215 of
21 Decenber 1987, 43/219 of 21 Decenber 1988, 44/194 of 21 Decenber 1989 and
45/ 253 of 21 Decenber 1990.

The Conmittee will recall that, in section IIl of its resolution 47/214 of
23 Decenber 1992, the Assenbly endorsed the concl usions and reconmendati ons of
the Conmttee for Programme and Coordination at its thirty-second session on the
question of programe evaluation in the United Nations and urged the Secretary-
General to inprove the nethodol ogy for self-eval uation.

At its thirty-third session, the Conmittee requested the Secretary-CGenera
to include in his report on the evaluation to the Assenbly at its forty-ninth
sessi on proposal s on the phases of the evaluation process, the use of evaluation
as an instrument to inprove managenent and progranme planning and the
devel opnent of achi evenent indicators.

Also at its thirty-third session, the Committee recomended that:
(a) Future in-depth evaluation reports and the concl usi ons and
reconmendati ons of the Committee on them should be transnmitted by the

Secretariat to the relevant specialized intergovernnental bodies. The Chairnman

l...
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of the Conmttee for Programme and Coordination will then request the Chairnen
of the relevant bodies to provide the Commttee with informati on on action taken
by those bodies regarding its reconmendati ons on the eval uati ons;

(b) In order for the triennial evaluation reviewto help units concerned
to meet new chal l enges, future triennial reviews should be expanded, as needed,
to address a snall nunber of new relevant issues in addition to their primary
pur pose of assessing the extent of inplenentation of reconmendati ons nade by the
Committee for Programme and Coordi nation three years before. |[|f such needs
arise, the Secretariat should obtain the approval of the Commttee one year
prior to its scheduled review of the relevant triennial review report.

At its thirty-fourth session, the Commttee adopted a tinetable for
eval uation according to which it will undertake in 1996 in-depth eval uation of
the progranmme of public informati on and peace-keepi ng operations: termnation
phase.

In accordance with regulation 6.4 of the Regul ati ons Governi ng Programe

Pl anni ng, the Programme Aspects of the Budget, the Monitoring of |nplenentation
and the Methods of Evaluation, the Conmittee will undertake, at its thirty-sixth
session, a triennial review of the in-depth evaluation of the Ofice of the
United Nations H gh Conmmissioner for Refugees. It will be recalled that, at its
thirty-third session, the Conmittee reviewed the in-depth evaluation of the
Ofice of the H gh Conm ssioner for Refugees and endorsed the report of the
Secretary-Ceneral and the recomendati ons therein.

Docunent at i on

Strengt hening of the role of evaluation findings in programre design,
delivery and policy directives (A51/__ )

I n-depth eval uation of public information (E AC 51/1996/2)

I n-dept h eval uati on of peace-keeping operations: term nation phase
(E/ AC. 51/ 1996/ 3)

Triennial review of the in-depth evaluation of the Ofice of the United
Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees (E/ AC. 51/1996/4)

5. Coor di nati on guesti ons

(a) Report of the Admnistrative Conmmttee on Coordination and
preparations for the Joint Meetings of the Conmittee for Programe and

Coordination and the Admnistrative Comnittee on Coordination

In accordance with Econom c and Social Council resolution 2008 (LX), the
Committee will have before it the annual overview report of the Adm nistrative
Committee on Coordination for 1995.

The Conmittee will also have before it the report of the twenty-ninth
series of Joint Meetings of the Cormittee for Programmre and Coordination and the
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Admi ni strative Committee on Coordination, held at Headquarters on
16 October 1995 (E/ 1996/4).

Docunent at i on

Annual overview report of the Adm nistrative Committee on Coordi nation for
1995 (E 1996/ )

Report of the Chairmen of the Committee for Progranme and Coordinati on and
the Adm nistrative Commttee on Coordi nati on on the twenty-ninth series of
Joint Meetings of the two Committees (E/ 1996/ 4)

(b) Ilnplenentation of the Systemwide Plan of Action for African Econonic
Recovery and Devel opnent

At its thirty-second session, the Commttee reconmended that, since the
Systemwi de Plan of Action for African Econonmi c Recovery and Devel opnent
represented the contribution of the United Nations systemto the United Nations
New Agenda for the Devel opnent of Africa in the 1990s, in accordance with
par agraph 39 of section Il of the annex to General Assenbly resolution 46/ 151 of
18 Decenber 1991, the process of updating it should be carried out after each
review of the inplementation of the New Agenda by the General Assenbly.

The Commttee recomended that revisions be submtted for its consideration
in 1994, 1996 and thereafter as it m ght decide.

At its thirty-fourth session, the Committee reaffirmed its previous
reconmendations to revise the Systemwide Plan in 1997 and thereafter as it
m ght decide. In that connection, the Conmttee requested that a progress
report on the inplenentation of the Plan be submitted to it for consideration at
its thirty-sixth session in 1996.

Docunent ati on
Progress report of the Secretary-Ceneral on the inplenentation of the
Systemwi de Pl an of Action for African Econonmi c Recovery and Devel opnent

(E/1996/ )

6. Reports of the Joint Inspection Unit

At its organizational neeting each year, the Cormmittee selects the Joint
I nspection Unit reports to be considered at its regular session of that year
froma list of titles to be made avail able by the secretariat of the Unit,
including the titles of reports projected for the followi ng two years.

The attention of the Committee is drawn to General Assenbly resol ution
42/ 218 of 21 Decenber 1987, by which the Assenbly requested all bodies of the
United Nations systemto exam ne closely those reports of the Joint Inspection
Unit which were within their respective areas of conpetence and to comrent, as
appropriate, on the recommendati ons contained therein. The attention of the
Committee is also drawn to Assenbly resol ution 45/237 of 21 Decenber 1990.
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Inits resolution 48/ 221 of 23 Decenber 1993, the Ceneral Assenbly,
inter alia, invited the Joint Inspection Unit, in its future work programes, to
put nore enphasis on inspection and evaluation to ensure opti mumuse of funds in
order to enhance the efficiency of the adm nistrative and financial functioning
of the United Nations system It also requested the Joint Inspection Unit, when
appropriate, to provide in its reports information on estimated financia
i nplications or possible cost savings resulting frominpl enentati on of the
reconmendati ons fornul ated therein.

In the same resolution, the General Assenbly called upon the Joint
I nspection Unit to follow up on the inplenentation of its recomendations and to
include the relevant information regularly in its annual reports. The Assenbly
also invited the Joint Inspection Unit to maintain a close relationship with the
Committee for Programme and Coordi nation, the International Civil Service
Commi ssion, the Advisory Commttee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions,
the Board of Auditors, the Panel of External Auditors and organi zations and
bodies within the United Nations systemin order to ensure greater and nore
cost-effective coordination of their respective activities for the pronotion of
managenent efficiency, greater accountability and transparency of the United
Nations and other participating organi zations, and requested the executive heads
of the participating organizations to increase their efforts to nake detail ed
and tinely comments on Joint |Inspection Unit reports and to ensure that their
governi ng bodi es consi dered those reports.

Furthernore, in paragraph 5 (e) (iii) of its resolution 48/218 B of
29 July 1994, by which it established the O'fice of Internal Oversight Services,
the General Assenbly decided that "the Board of Auditors and the Joint
I nspection Unit shall be provided with copies of all final reports produced by
the Ofice as well as the conmments of the Secretary-General on them and shal
provide the Assenbly with their conments as appropriate"

7. Provi sional agenda for the thirty-seventh session of the Commttee

Pursuant to paragraph 3 of Econom c and Social Council resolution
1894 (LVI1) of 1 August 1974, the Committee will have before it the draft
provi sional agenda for its thirty-seventh session, with an indication of the
docunents to be submitted under each agenda item and the | egislative authority
for their preparation, in order to enable the Committee to consider those
docunents fromthe point of view of their contribution to the work of the
Conmittee, their urgency and their relevance in the Iight of the current
situation.

Docunent at i on

Note by the Secretariat on the provisional agenda and docunentation for the
thirty-seventh session of the Conmttee.

8. Adoption of the report of the Committee on its thirty-sixth session

The report of the Committee on its thirty-sixth session will be submtted
to the Economic and Social Council at its substantive session of 1996 and to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-first session
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1/ A 49/ 336.
2/ A C.5/49/ 1.

3/ Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Forty-eighth Session
Suppl emrent No. 16 (A/48/16), part two.

4/ A 49/ 301.

5/ Oficial Records of the CGeneral Assenbly, Forty-ninth Session
Suppl erent No. 16 (A/49/16), part two.

6/ I bid., paras. 110-114.

7/ A 49/ 958.
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ANNEX |
Draft programme of work
ORGANI ZATI ONAL SESSI ON FOR 1996
Thur sday, 2 May Election of officers [1]

(rmorni ng and afternoon)
Adoption of the agenda and organi zation of

work [ 2]

Provi si onal agenda and note by the
Secretariat on the status of docunentation
for the session (E/ AC. 51/1996/1 and

E/ AC. 51/ 1996/ L. 1).

Reports of the Joint Inspection Unit [6]
Selection of the report(s) to be

considered by the Conmttee at its thirty-
si xth session.

THI RTY-SI XTH SESSI ON: FI RST PART

Monday, 3 June, and Programre questions [4]
Tuesday, 4 June
(rmorni ng and afternoon) (d) Evaluation

Report of the Secretary-General on the
strengt hening of the role of evaluation
findings in programme design, delivery and
policy directives (A/51/__ ).

Note by the Secretary-CGeneral transmtting
the report of the Ofice of Interna
Oversight Services on the in-depth

eval uation of the programme of public

i nformati on (E/ AC. 51/ 1996/ 2).

Note by the Secretary-CGeneral transmtting
the report of the Ofice of Interna
Oversight Services on the in-depth

eval uation of the programe of peace-
keepi ng operations: term nation phase

(E/ AC. 51/ 1996/ 3) .

Triennial review of the in-depth

eval uation of the Ofice of the United
Nations H gh Comm ssioner for Refugees
(E/ AC. 51/ 1996/ 4) .



Wednesday, 5 June
( mor ni ng)

Wednesday, 5 June
(af t er noon)

Thur sday, 6 June
( mor ni ng)

Thur sday, 6 June
(af t er noon)

Friday, 7 June
( mor ni ng)
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Programme questions [ 4]

(a) Programme perfornmance of the United
Nations for the biennium 1994-1995

Report of the Secretary-General on
pr ogramme performance of the United
Nati ons for 1994-1995 (A/ 51/ ).

Coordi nati on questions [ 5]

(a) Report of the Adm nistrative
Conmittee on Coordination and
preparations for the thirtieth series
of the Joint Meetings of the
Conmittee for Programre and
Coordination and the Admi nistrative
Conmittee on Coordination

Annual overview report of the
Adm ni strative Commttee on Coordi nation
for 1995 (E/ 1996/ ).

Report of the Chairman of the Committee
for Programme and Coordi nati on and the
Adm ni strative Conmittee on Coordination
on the twenty-ninth series of Joint
Meetings of the two Commttees (E 1996/4).

Coordi nati on questions [5]

(b) Inplenentation of the Systemw de
Plan of Action for African Economnic
Recovery and Devel opnent

Progress report of the Secretary-Cenera
on the inplenentation of the System w de
Pl an of Action for African Econom c
Recovery and Devel oprent (E/ 1996/__ ).

Reports of the Joint Inspection Unit [6]

Review of the efficiency of the
adm nistrative and financial functioning
of the United Nations [ 3]

Reports of the Joint Inspection Unit [6]

Review of the efficiency of the
adm nistrative and financial functioning
of the United Nations [ 3]
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Friday, 7 June
(af t er noon)

Monday, 10 June
( mor ni ng)

Monday, 10 June
(af t er noon)

Tuesday, 11 June, and
Wednesday, 12 June
(rmorni ng and afternoon)

Thur sday, 13 June, to
Tuesday, 25 June
(rmorni ng and afternoon)

Wednesday, 26 June, to
Thur sday, 27 June
(rmorni ng and afternoon)

Fri day, 28 June
(rmor ni ng and afternoon)

I nformal consultations on
Progranmme questions [4]

(a) Programme performance of the United
Nations for the biennium 1994-1995

I nformal consultations on
Programme questions [ 4]

(d) Evaluation

I nformal consultations on
Coordi nati on questions [5]

Programme questions [ 4]

(b) Proposed nediumterm plan of the
United Nations for the period
1998- 2001

Proposed nmedi umterm plan for the period
1998-2001 (in fascicle form) (A/ 51/ ).

I ntroducti on and general discussion

Programme questions [ 4]

(b) Proposed nmediumterm plan of the
United Nations for the period
1998- 2001

Proposed nmedi umterm plan of the United
Nati ons for the period 1998-2001
[ programre by programme].

I nformal consultations on

Programme questions [ 4]

(b) Proposed nmediumterm plan of the
United Nations for the period
1998- 2001

Provi sional agenda for the thirty-seventh

session of the Conmittee [7]

Adoption of the report of the Conmttee on

its thirty-sixth session [8]

THI RTY- SI XTH SESSI ON: SECOND PART

[ TO BE COMWUNI CATED AT A LATER DATE]
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ANNEX 11

Menmbers of the Committee for Programme and Coordination for 1996

Term expires on

31 Decenber
Argentina . . . . . L L 1996
Bahamas . . . . . . . . L 1997
Belarus . . . . . . . 1996
Benin . . . . . s 1997
Brazil . . . . . s 1996
Cameroon . . . . .o L 1996
Canada . . . . . . . s 1996
China . . . . . . . . s 1998
ConMDros . . . . . L 1996
ConNgo . . .. L 1996
Cuba . . . . . 1996
Egypt . . . . 1998
France . . . . . . . s 1997
Cermany . . . . . L L 1996
Ghana . . . . . . . L s 1997
India . . . . . . 1996
Indonesia . . . . . . . . 1996
Iran (Islamic Republic of) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... .. 1996
Japan . .. L e 1998
MeXi CO . . . . . s 1997
Netherlands . . . . . . . . . . . 1996
Norway . . . . . 1996
Pakistan . . . . . . . L 1996
Republic of Korea . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1998
Romania . . . . . . . . s 1996
Russi an Federation . . . . . . . . . . . . ..o 1997
Senegal . . . . . L 1996
TOgo . . . . e 1998
Trinidad and Tobago . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Lo 1996
UKrai ne . . . . . . . 1996
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland . . . . . . . 1996
United States of America . . . . . . . . . . . . oL 1997
Uruguay . . . . . 1998

ZAaIT e . . 1998



