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IrlTRODUCTION 

1. The present annual report of the Economic Conmission for Africa covers the 
'eriod fro@ I May 1982 to 2 May 1983. It was adopted by the Conference of 
tlinisters of the Commission on 2 Hay 1983. 

CiiAPTER I : ISSUES CALLii~G FOR ACTION BY THE ECONOUIC AND SOCIAL 
COUNCIL OR BROUGHT TO ITS ATTEt.JTIO!J 

2 · At its t~.;ro hundred and twenty-ninth meeting held on 2 !lay 1983, the 
Conference of Hinisters of the Commission unanimously approved the follm-1inr.; 
draft resolutions for submission to the Economic and Social Council for action. 

A 

Support to African land-locked and island countries 1/ 

The Economic and Social Council, 

P-ecalli~g General Assembly resolution 35/160 of 19 December 1977 proclaiminr 
the Uniteu Nations Transport and Con~unications Decade in Africa, 

Recallinp, the global strategy and rror-rarr.me of action adopterl by the 
Conf erence of African Hinisters of Transport, Communications and Planning as tvell 
as by the Council in Hay and July 1979 respectively , 

Recallinr, the !lonrovia Strategy for the African reeion in the International 
Develop~ent Stratecy for the Third United Nations Development Decade adopted on 
1C July 1979 by the Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity 
in resolution CM/Res.722 (XXXIII), 

Recallinr, the Laeos Plan of Action for ir:~plementation of the Honrovia 
Stratecy, in particular the chapter on transport and communications , adopted 
by African lleac:ls of State and Government on 29 April 1980, 'II 

Conscious of the need to reduce the adverse effects experienced by land
l ocked and island countries , 

Noting with concern that the initiatives takeu so far 1n favour of lan~
locked and island countries have not been very effective, 

I · Hakes an ur~ent appeal to all States 
for Af · · · · · t r1ca and 1nternat1onal organ1zat1ons o 
~0 Mobilize financial and technical resources 
lsland countries ; 

--
members of the Econo!'lic Cui:llllission 
take effective measures in order 
for the benefit of land-loc~ed and 

l/ See chapter III, section C, para8raphs 2E9 to 295 belm1. 

ll A/S-11/14, annex I . 
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2. Requests that appropriations under the United Nations Special Fund 
for Land-Locked Developing Countries should be increased in order to expand their 
capability to respond positively to develop.nent needs: 

3. P.equests the secretariat of the Economic ComiTlission for Africa to co
operate vith all relevant specialized agencies of the United Nations syster•1 in 
implementin~: an appropriate programme of action in favour of land-locked. countries. 

B 

United Hations Transport and Communications Decade 1n /'_frica 3/ 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Recallin~ resolution 291 (XIII) of the Conference of Ministers of the 
Economic Commission for Africa of 26 February 1977, Council resolution 2097 
(LXIII) of 29 July 1977 and General Assembly resolution 32/160 of 19 December 
1977 proclaimin~ the United Nations Transport and CoT'1IIIunications Decar.e in Africa , 

Recallin~ also Conference of Ministers resolution 435 (~VII) of 30 April 
1982. 

R':ferrin:; to its resolution 1932/54 of 29 July \982 and resolution 37/140 of 
17 Decer,Jber 1982 of the General Asse~bly ~ 

Considering that the pro~ramme of the Dec~de requires constant adjustment 
durin~: the entire period of the Decade ., 

havin~ considered the pro~ress report on the innlementation of the pro
gramr;;e of the first phase of the Decade ( 1980-1983) ~ncl the report on the draft 
pro~ramroe of the second phase (1984-198!1), ~/ 

dotin3 with satisfaction the initiative taken by the Executive Secretary 
of the Econor.tic Cot:unission for Africa in the preparation of the pro:-rrar.lllie of 
the second phase and the timetable set up 1 n this rezarcl, 

. Ap~reciatinP-' ~he efforts made ~y the Executive Secretary of the Economic e 
ComrnlSSlon for Afr1 ca in his quest for ways and means to finalize the programw 
of the second phase in a satisfactory way and to secure its financins~ 

• 1• Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General of the United 
N~t 1~~s an~ the Administrator of the United Nations Development Pro~rarnme for 
t~; L 1nanc~al s~p~ort wh~ch they have provided for the organization of the . 
f1L t? consul~atlve techn1cal meetinG and the ureparation of the plan of acuon 
of t,•e second phase of the Decade ~ -

3ee chapter III, sect1'on C 
s parapraphs 239 to 295 below. 

f./ECA/Cli.9/7 and G. 
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2. Appeals to donor countries and financial institutions to participate 
fully and positively in the fifth consultative technical meetinr scheduled to 
be held from 11 to 14 October 1903; 

3. Hates with satisfaction the progress so far made in implementin3 
the pro~ramme of the first phase of the Decade and the efforts ITlade towards the 
preparation of the pronramRe for the second phase~ 

4. Endorses resolution ECA/UUTACDA/lles .83/23 of 11 Harch 1933 of the 
thirc~ Conference of Uinisters of Transport 9 Communications and Plannin17 · 

5. Recowroends that, in view of the success of the consultative technical 
meetings orr;anized for the mobilization of resources for financin~ the pro~ramm2 
of the first phase, other consultative technical meetin8s be oreanized as soon 
as possible after the launching of the second phase of the Decade in 1984 and 
in any ev2nt not later than the middle of 19G5 for the followinr subsectors of 
transport and corrJmunications: 

(~) Broadcastine~ 

(~) Postal services : 

(~) Air transport; 

(~) ?,aihmys and rail transport ~ 

6. Appeals once QOre to donor countries and financial institutions to 
lenc the ir substantiai financial support to the Decade projects and to accord 
particular attention to the prograraming, fir.ancin~ and implementation of trans
port and communications projects of the land-locked countries ; 

7. Supports the decision of the Executive Secretary of the Coooission ; 
to organize an informal round table to be held in Paris from 21 to 24 June 19C3 
on problecs related to the i mplementation of the Decade proGramme; 

C. P.equests the E~~ecutive Secretary of the Cormnission to ens;.~re better. co
o:dination ar-d har;!!onization among the various modes of transport and. co!"'.n:t!.uca·" 
tlo~s so as to avoid duplication and competition in drm~Tine. up ~ubreponal and 
re01onal master plans for each mode of transport and com::.mn1cat1ons as uell as 
a . n lnteerated naster plan for all modes ~ 

,, 
;J , 

to 
c u · d 11 t · to ma'·e availatle Reouests the Secretary-General OL the n1te \a 1ons ~ 

Econ~mic Coomission for Africa sufficient financial resources to enable the 
it to: 

(a) Orcanize the four consultative technical neetings referred to in 
Paragraph 5 above : 

(b) Undertake studies on the harmonization and co-·ordinadon of the 
IJ • -arlous r.:ocies ox transport and co!l'munications: 

(c) Prenare in collaboration with the International Labour Office, a 
study -;f nanpouer ~needs of all African countries for all t•1odes of transport ancl 
cor.'·nu . --· n1c.at1ons :·. 
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(d) Drat.] up a priority pro~rar.:lllle in transport and communications for the 
land-locked countries ; 

(e) Organize in January 1934 the fourth Conference of Uinisters of 
Trar..sport , Communications and Planning ; 

10. Requests the EY.ecutive Secretary of the Commission to ensure the 
imnlementation ~the present resolution and to sub~it re~ularly to the 
Co;ference of ~1inisters of the Commission a report on the implemeP.tation of the 
Decade programL~e. 

c 

Problems of freedoms of the air in Africa 5/ 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Recalling resolutions ECA/UIJTACDA/Res. 79/6 adopted on 12 [1ay 1979 and 
ECA/UNTACDA/Res. 81/19 adopted on 18 Uarch 1981 by the Conference of !Jinis ters 
of Transport, Communications and Planning, 

Recalling resolution CM/Res.G90 (XXXIII) on freedoms of the air adopted 
by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Orsanization of African 
Unity at Nairobi in 1981, 

rloting that little progress has been made in the i~plementation of these 
resolutions by member States, 

Convinced that non-il!lplementation of the above-mentioned resolutions has 
constituted a major.ob~tacl~ to the harmonization of air transpo~t s~c~edules in 
Africa and, hence, ~s ~mped~ng the development of air transport ~n Arr~ca , 

Having noted the report of the third Conference of African ~1inisters of 
Transport , Cori!munications and Planninr:;, ~/ 

1• Urzes African States to implet!lent the above resolution of the Heads. of 
State a~d ~overnment of the Organization of African Unity as well as the var~ous 
recommendations approved by the Conference of Uinisters within the frar.1ework of 
the Decade programme; 

• 2 • ~equests the Executive Secretary of the Commission , in collaboration 
~~t~ the. "e~retary-?en~ral of the Organization of .\frican Unity~ the African 
~~v~l 

0 
Av~at1.~n. Comr:nss1.on and the Association of African Airlines, to convene 

~n ~9u4 a~ A:r~can con~erence of representatives of African Governments and _ 
A~r~can a~rl~ne compan~es to examine \-7ays and means of impler'1enting the resolu 
t~ons on freedoms of the air; 

~/ See chapter III, section C, paragraphs 289 to 295 belm-1. 

6/ E/ECA/CE. 9/.?.6. 
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3. Requ~sts th~ S~cretary-General of the United Nations to make available 
to the Econ?mlc C?rr~1ss1on for Africa sufficient financial resources to enable 
it to orcanlze thlS conference. 

D 

The climatic situation and drought in Africa 7/ 

_T_h.....;e;._E.;.:<:onomic and Social Council , 

l~ecallinF, resolution 239 (XI) of the Conference of ~ ·Jinisters of the 
Economic Cou.nission for Africa of 23 February 1973 on the Sahelian drou~ht, 

Am::re that drou?ht, which had affected the Sahel reeion in the 1970s is 
not·J ser10usly affecttne 34 African countries 24 of \vhich are amon" the least 
~eveloped a.nd some of Hhich are located outside the Sudano-Sahelia~ region anci 
the Kalahari desert r "1. ev on, 

Realizine that drouGht is now a chronic natural phenomenon whose causes= 
frequency and trends are currently difficult to control and must be studied 
scientifically. 

Conscious of the linear relationship between drour.ht, desertification a.nd 
underdevelopment, 

Further recallina Conference of Ministers resolution 446 (XVII) of 
30 April l9e2, G 

Deeply concerned about the worsenin~ climatic situation and dire effects 
of recurrinr, droueht, erosion, cyclones and famine on the peoples of Africa and 
on the African economy in r;eneral, 

l. Urgently requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission Lo or3anizea 
special scientific round table to ~1hich all States members of the Commission 
~ould be invited. The round table would consist of national experts from the 
ln~ited countries as well as international experts on climate, land, water and 
5~11 resources) ecology and the environment , on the problems of the climatic 
Situation in Africa with a view to examining the causes, periodicity, trends 
and effects of droun-ht on the African economy and to proposing measures that can 
be taken in the sho;t-, medium- and long-terms to deal with the problem : 

2 . Appeals to the relevant United Nations organs, organizations and bodies 
such as the Horld neteorological Organization, the United 1-lations En~iror:ment Pro
gr~mme, the United i'fations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orgai!l~atl~n, the 
Un:ted Nations Suclano-Sahelian Office, the Food and Acricultu~e Orr,a~1 zatlOn ; the 
Unlted Nations Development Pro6rat:lffie' the Organization of Afrtcan U:uty and other 
relevant inter-eovernmentRl and non-sovernmental or3anizations to collaborate 
actively Hith the Economic Commission for Africa in this urgent task; 

------
II See chapter III, section C, para~raphs 239 to 295 bela~. 
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3. Calls upon Governments to give high priority , throu~h both financial 
anrl rnannower allocation , to the problen of understan~inB climatic variability 
in thei~ countries in order to facilitate al~vance pVmnine for drou:?ht, erosion , 
cyclones; famine and their related effects', 

4. Requests the Secretary-General of the Uniten Nations to provide 
additional resources to the Commission to enable it undertake this most 
important tasl~; 

5. Further requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to submit 
a report on the outcome of the scientific round table on the climatic situation 
b Africa to the nineteenth session of the Conmission/t~nth Conference of 
I1inist:::rs ; 

6. Calls upon the international community~ bilateral ancl. multilateral 
aid donors to erant increased financial resources to the countries affected 
by drought and desertification and to the institutions encased in cornbatin~ 
these phenomena. 

, . 
pine 
1003 

Development of carto~raphic services 1n Africa J / --- --
The Economic and Social Council, 

Having considered the report of the fifth Uniteu Nations ::ter; ional Cartogra
Conference for Africa , J_/ held at Cairo~ Eeypt, fror1 2f3 February to 7 r4arch 
and the resolations adopted by the Conference, 

Conscious of the urgent need to strengthen cartoeraphic institutions in 
the nemb7r State~ as the services required of them constitute the bedrocl~ for the 
explorat1on and 1nventory of their national resources , 

Uoting with satisfaction that the resolutions of the aforenentioned 
Conference are consistent with the tenets of the Uonrovia Strate!jy 10/ for the 
econor.lic development of Africa and the Lazos Plan of Action , 1 1 I 

8/ 

2/ 

See chapter III , Section C, paragraphs 289 to 295 below. 

E/'CCA/TPC\1.4/6 . 

J..Q/ Orsanization of African Unity, Counc1"l of ' ·•'1.n1· sters . Ci·'/Res. 722 (XXX.! II). 1 reso lu t1on 

11/ A/S-11/14. annex I. 



- 7 -

Mindful of the crucial role which modern space geodesy plays in the 
accurate and rnpid fixation of control points which nrc basic to the prcp~rnt ion 
of maps and charts and which in turn are the prerequisites for effective 
pl 1nning and execution of development projects, 

Be~ring in mind tha t United Nations regional cartogrnphic conferences fa~ 
Afric~ provide a f orum for the transfer of the technology essential for the 
development of cartogrnphic capabilities as well as f or facilitating the exchnng~ 
of experi ence including .1ssistinc; the Econcmic Cor.:mission for Africa in the 
f ornulntion of its pror.raooe of \-mrk. 

1. Endorses the r eport of the fifth United Nations Regicn~l Cart0p,raphic 
Conference f or Africa nnd the r esolutions contained therein; 

2. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Econonic CoiJDission for Africn 
t o convene th2 sixth United Nntions Re~ional C~rtor,raphic Cnnf~rcncc f or Africa 
in 1986 and r equests the Secretary-General t o establish systenatic and effective 
collc.borntion with the EconorJic CmJnission f or Africa in order to proviJc 
budcetnry backstop~inp in the or r,.:!nization of future ref>,ional c .:J.rto~:nlphic 
conferences ; 

3. Invites f,JCI ·Jbcr States v7hich ere yet to render their full support t •.1 
th2 rer, ional centres f or carto~raphy end r eoote sensinr, t o do so. th2reby 
justifyin!j their faith in technical co-operation &":'1onc. African countries; 

4. Calls up;n the Executive Secretary t o: 

(a) Collaborate with the African Association of Carto~raphy t o unJert~kc 
an assessuent o f the trninim~ r equireTJents of ench c~mber State in the varicus 
fi el C: s in carto~:xaphy as rec; rnmandec1 in resolution 6 (V) of the fifth United 
Nations Regi onal Carto;_>,raphic Conference for Africa ; 

{b) Publish a directory of carto~raphic tra1n1n~ centres ~n Afric~ which . 
"'oulJ-forn a basis f e r poszit,le regionnlization of certain natwnal cnrto3rarhlc 
centres ; 

5. Urr.es ner.1ber States to 13ive noral, po liti~al and r;;nterial SUi'Ji:ort t o 
the African Dopp ler Survey project nnd t o cake ava1lable al~ relevan: Ga ta n t 
their disposal f or the establishoent ~f r eri onal and subre~1unal Afrlc~n 
ceode tic data banks ; 

. 6 . Requests the Executive Secretary t o encourap,e .oeobcr States anc . ~~ 
lnterested bou ies t o ~ive financial support t o the Re[ lonal Centre f o: ScrvLc~~ 
in Surveyinr; ~ Happ in)3"anc Reoote Sensin;J f or the execution uf the l:frlc.:'.n 
Dopp ler Survey project; 

7. Endorses res olution 13 (V) of the fifth Unitec NBtions Re~ icn~l 
Cartorranhic Conference f or Africa on the declaration cf,a year for ., c· ., . h' 
~artocraphy in Africa, and accordingly declares 1986 as The Year of C~rto , rGJ Y 
ln Africa"; 
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8. Further requests the Executive Secretary to convene during 1903 a 
meetin3 of all reBional and subregional organizations.in Africa wi~h . 
responsibility for surveying~ mapping and remote ~ens~ng.m~tters H1th a ':'1ew to 
harmonizing their structures so as to ensure the1r v1ab1l1ty and effect1veness. 

F 

Development of resources of the sea 12/ 

The Economic and Social Council~ 

Recalling resolution 340 (XIV) of - the Confer~nce of r~inisters of the 
Economic Comnission for Africa of 27 i'larch 1979 ~ 

Notin~ with satis~action the resolution on the development of national 
3arine scienc~, technolo3y and ocean services infrastructures adopted by the 
third Conference on the Law of the Sea at its lB1st meetinz on 3r. April 1932, 

At-1are of the need for member States ~ in the li~ht of the recently ador>ted 
convention on the Law of the Sea 5 individually and collectively to move 
expeditiously in making provisions for the development , manaremcnt and 
conservation of their resources of the sea, 

Welcomin~ the preparation of a mediu~·-terrn ?lan for the period 19G4-1989 
and a programme budget for the bienniu:m 1982-1983 and 1984-1985 :iesiBned to 
undertake activities to assist mel'lber States in this re~ard~ 

1 •. Stron~ly ur~es rnernber States to give hiRh priority, individually and 
collect1velyp to the development, mana~ement and conservation of their resources 
of the sea; 

2. Request~ the Executive Secretary of the Economic Com1nission for Africa 
in co-operation with the Secretary-General of the Ornanization of African Unity, 
the relevant organizations of the Unite<l Nations sys~ern and other governrJental 
and non-governmental oreanizations to assist member States in this re~ard : 

. 3. Further requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission sir-1ilarlY to 
asstst member States in the im~le~entation of provisions of the Convention on the 
LatJ of the Sea relatine to land-lockeci States, 

. 4; Appeals to the Sc:cretary-General to provid<~ th" Commission Pith ;"11 tn..:. 
f1~~:~c1~l and h~oan resources ~eeded Hith effect froM January 19[/~ to enable the es 
C~_,u1SS1on to d1scharge ~ully 1ts responsibilities as they relate to the resourc 
of the sea progral':lllle dun.n3 the medium-tern plan period 1984-1939 nnd beyond· 

12/ See chapter III, section C, ~arazra~hs 2C9 to 295 below. 
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CHAPTER II: HORK OF THE COtfiHSSION DUP..ING THE PE:1IOD 
1 HAY 1982 TO 2 fiAY 1983 

A. Activities of subsidiary bodies 

3 .. The list of meetings of subsidiary bodies of the Commission during the 
per1od under review is contained in the annex to the present report. For action 
taken by the Conference of r-Jinisters on the reports of the subsidiary bodies, 
see chapter III, paragraphs 289 to 295 below. 

0. Other activities 

4. The activities carried out under the Commission's pro3ramme of work and 
pr i orities for 1932-1983 or pursuant to the relevant resolutions of the General 
Assembly. the Economic and Social Council and the Conference of Ministers are 
describe~ briefly below. 

5: . The secretariat serviced the Silver Jubilee Anniversary meetings of the Com
:-ns~um consisting of th~ eighteenth session of the Comoission and ninth r.~eetin~ 
of 1ts Conference of Ministers

7 
oeetings of various ministerial conferences, 

meetings of subsidiary bodies of the Commission and other meetines held under 
the auspices of the Commission. 

6 · Hi th regard to foo<l and agriculture, the worsenin~ food crisis and 
nut:itional status of the African populace at larce made it clear that the only 
o:-710n '"as to promote individual and collective food self-sufficiency as tile 
maJor objective of aEricultural development in the region in accordance ~·lith 
th: Laeos Plan of Action and the neeional Food Plan for Africa (AFPLAN). Other 
maJor activities in l·lhich the secretariat i& eneaged "to7ith a vieH to implementins 
the objectives of AFPLAN and the Lagos Plan of Action include livestock 
develo"t)ment projects~ projects relating to the reduction of food waste and post
harvest losses~ forest resources development and conservation, etc. 

7· ~s far as industry is concerned, the secretariat,.in collabor~tion with the 
Drgan1zation of African Unity (OAU) and the United Nat1ons Industr1al Develop~ent 
Dreanization (UNIDO), assisted uember States in the preparation.of ~ prog:a~e 
~or the Industrial Development Decade for Africa (1900-1990) wh1ch 1s des1~n7d to 
lnp~ement the industry chapter of the Laros Plan of Action. In order to assl~t 
~frlcan countries in the implementation of the Decade programme, the sec:etartat 
lS now usin3 the programme as a basis for teChnical assistance to.eCO~OQlC co
Operation ~roupinns in the formulation of specific programmes tak1ng lnto account 
th . u <.> 

elr resource endowment. 

8 . In pursuance of various General Assembly resolutions and in part~cular . 
resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI), resolution 122 (V) of t?e.Unlted Natlons 
C?nference on Trade and Developr·lent (UNCTAD) and Conference of ~hnlsters resolu~ 
tlons 397 (XV)' 45G CCVII) and 457 (XVII)' the secretariat has ~eve~oped e a speclal 
~roGra~me for African least developed countries in order to asslst ln th . 
~mpl ementation of the Substantial NeH Proeramme of A~t~o~ ad~pted by the :a:~s 
~onference in September 1981. The main areas of act1Vltles lnclude technlc 

---~ . 
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assistance to and stuJics and research on individual African least ~eveloDed 
countries -, the or~anization of meetin;:.s for t.frican least de'TClcipeJ countries 
and particip.tiou in slob.1l neetinr:,s to assist Afric:m ;:articipants. In 
;ccorciance ~;vith raracraiJhs Ill a!!d 113 o!: th~ Substantial ITeu I'ro '3ra:-:nc of 
Action and Confe~ence of 1 1inisters resolution 45~ (VII)~ t~e secretariat 
·:;_;crticipated in three country revieH '·~eetinr:s in I:\~?. /Fraia, Cape Verde _ 
.(lJ- 25 June) : ~Cic:::lio i(r,ranua (1·-4 f:ece·iber) and Jnoal:o;-·· ·!ali (13··IC TJec~nber2/· 
Lt their request ., technical assistm:cc 'T''.S Drovi-:led to tl·e Cororos, :•.'r1anda an.d 

I:ienir::. .. 

'), Ti1e United i!.:.tior.s Tr~ns:,ort ami CoEimu:-ications Dcca·' e ir: ,h,frica \::Js 
lau-uc:1eri in 1977, Durin[ the ·)criocl under revieP tl1e secretari.'.:t ,,1as o-::cupie~ 
uith :<:'reGarat:i.O"-S for the b1~~ler~1entation of ~ .. hase tuo o£ tlv~ .. :~c<\68 ~ro;-,ra'·:; •e, 
To thi::: enc! it or: anizcd a Bee tins of the 1 ~orl:in~ c;ro'..:'; of t~·:e Int2r·-acency r.o
ordinatinp,. Corm::~ittee, lilhich took place in Addis Ababa from 30 Au~ust to 
11 Septeuber 19G2, the sixth oeetin~ of the Inter-a~ency Co-ordinating CoiTmittee 
held in Dakar) Senegal~ from IG to 20 October 1902 and the third Co~ference of 
1\.frican l"inisters of Transport, Com''lunications ancl Plat-,_ninr;~ ,,rhic:1 toolc place 
in Cairo, E[y}t,froo B to 14 Uarch 1983. 

10. In the field of reGional co-operation and intep.ration, the s~cretariat 
acted as the interim secretariat of the Preferential Trade Area (PTA) for 
Eastern and Southern African States. In this capacity it convened in June 1982. 
the first neeting of the PTA Council of Ilinisters in Hhich a nunber of l~_ey 
Batters were resolved includin8 the adoption of the PTA ~1orl: proe;ra!l1rle and . 
nanacement plan for 1982~ the budget for 1933 and arran~ements for the appolnt
oent of the Secretary-General and core staff of the PTA~secretariat. tfureover~ 
the secretariat convened !'rleetings of five technicnl cor.nni ttees to worl·. out 
operational arran2ements and prosra!ilnes in specific fiel'-1.s uhict~ vwuld become 
a basis of future Horl: prosramf'les for the substantive divisions of the nelv PTA 
secretariat. Follov1inr:; a series of meetinEs culminating in the first summit. d 
U1eetin3 of the PTA Authority • the Secretary-General and core staff uere anoowte ' 
r;mrkinr; the end of ECA: s reriod as '-ntcrin sccretcri.'1t .:>-nr1 tl1c lau--chinr: 
of the neH PTA secretariat on 1 January 1983, Since tbe::l the secretariat bas 
continued to rive lotistic and backstoppin~ support to the younr. secretariat. 

C, Relations uith other United Nations programmes 

11, The close relations which the CoulrJission has ahmys enjoyed with other 
United nations proerammes ~.:rere r.1aintained and stren~thened, 

12. As far as th~ Un~ted Nations Development Prograi!liile (UNDP) l.s concerned, good 
rt~l · '.. t ic:rts ltere ~1a1.nta d d · 1 1f ... ,~ · Ine .url.n~ the period uudcr revietv, but, ovlinG to t 1-" - · 
rctml tfl nf the last u ··~T'D Dl ' ' 1 11 '-'.,J~ '- CZ!f',l.np, Conference,. the Propr::tr.rv; h!'!s requestca a . h"" 
:::xecutin;~ ap.encics to ,.. d h "'l s <>-

LQ uce t e npDroved bu~get levels by 45 ncr cent. 1 ~1 . ~. 
:'..f f<..;c.t:_;,} the level of t' • . · s 10•- · tlC reo,1onal pror;r~,r~:~.C! bein;c i~"nlenented by the Corln1 s re 
lt is ho~cd th.oo;_t this 1 1 '11 · · · s 1 :;eve \Vl l.ncrease in the fu~:UL' if !7lnre ccntribut 1 on · 
rLceivcd by UHDP, 
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13. Ir, the inrlementation of the Industrial Development Decade for Africa 
(IDDA) , 8reater emphasis has been accorded to the need for continuous and clor,P.r 
co-operation Hith utHDO~ UNDP, UNCTAD~ the Food and Arriculture Oroanization of 
the United IJations (FAO) ~ OAU and subregional inter-f>,overnrnental o~r,anizations in 
Africa . The secretariats of OAIJ~ UNIDO and ECA jointly orranized the seventh 
r~eeting of the Follo\~-up Committee on Industrialization in 'Africa in !'..i~ali , 
Ruanda , from IG to 19 llarch 1933, \'7hich revie1t1ed and adopted the ~uidclines for 
initiatinc priority action at the national and subre:;ional levels .:mrl the 
modalities for the im!.)lernentation of the IDDA. Prior to this, the same 
or~.'lnizations jointly convened in Addis Ababa an Expert Grou:; Heetin~ for the 
popularization of the Industrial Development Decade in Africa from 29 September 
to I 0 October 1982 durinE uhich experts in journalism am1. broadcast in~ ir.. f...frica 
and elseHhere discussed \-Jays and means of effectively publicizin~ the IDDA 
pro3rar:n1Je. The recolllt:lendations of this meeting \vere submitted to the Follou-up 
Cor :mittee on Industrialization in Africa. 

14. Since 1959 . the secretariat has consistently developed a special close 
Harking relationship \Jith FAO throup.;h collaborative procrarnr:,inr. and the program
me of the Joint ECA/FAO ~ericulture Division . 

15 . Pith the co-operation of FAO? the secretariat initiated studies in Burundi , 
}wanda, the United Republic of Tanzania and Zambia to collect bac~grounct infor
~ation on the situation of the small farmer in Africa and on the institutio~al 
problems of Gllall farmers with respect to farm investments and uses of improved 
inputs . In collaboration with FAO , advice and assistance Here ~iven in the 
field of agricultural statistics to five countries in the reeion and, in line 
Nith the recoQmendations of the Uorld Conference ~nA~rarian Reform and Rural 
Development. a set of socio-economic indicators !or the countries in the region 
was devised : In accordance with AFPLAN and the Lagos Plan of Action, five 
subre~ional reports on the evaluation of ongoing and planned food develo9ment 
proerilmrnes and projects as Hell as 8Uidelines for ~etl ~ro~rammes f?r ~orne , 
40 African inter-aovern~ental oraanizations were £1nal1zed. The findings OL 

t> u • f ~ "1" . 
these reports Here discussed at the meetings of the pollcy orrans 0

· t .. e hta~~y, 
Giseayi, Yaounde~ Lusaka and Tangiers .i:1ULP0Cs. As a result, a nui:Jber 0 ~ pro~ ects 
were incorporated in the work pro~rammes of these MULPOCs. In consultation Ytth 
FAO, a full-scale rroject document on forestry res~urc~s development and . 
conservation for the countries of the region was f1nal1zed. The secretar~at , 
'~ith the full collaboration of the Current Agricultural Research In~ormat~on 
Services, assisted the Younde t1ULPOC in the implementation of a :;ro]e~t atmed 
at identifyin~ priority areas in which agronomic research would beneftt me~ber 

• t, • • d · · d tifyino research and 
countrtes and inter- E:overnmental organ1zat1ons an 111 1 en ,. 
tr · · · · . . d b · d r eYvanded so as to enable them <Hntnc tnst1tut1ons \~h:ich caul e unprove o ·. . . 
to . . . · · I h r. 1· eld of forest tndustnes 

serve as mult1nat1onal lnStltUtlons. n t.e L • f h 
development . the secretariat collabcrated with FAO anJ UNIDO 1~ ter~~ 0 

t e _ 
F · f · b d · ECA It IS an tnvestment 
orest Industries Auvisory Group for A r1ca ase 10 · , k" 

oriented "'roup 'vorlrinrr in the fields of both primary anc secondary WO?CJI!Or 4' lTIS 
· , , • ' "" . · · d t the nrornotton o~ 
lndustries Hith a variety of subreg1onal proJects atrne a · 
intra-Afri~an. and interrecional trade and joint investment. 
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CHAPTER III: EIGHTEENTH SESSION OF THE COmUSSIO!'J Aim IHNT:: IlEETit:G 
OF THE COHFEP.ENCE OF lHNISTERS 

A. Attendance and or3anization of work 

____ , 

I. The Silver Jubilee Anniversary of the Commission , coincidinG with the 
ei~hteenth session of the Commission and ninth meetin~ of the Conference of 
rlinisters, ~1as held at Addis Ababa. Ethiopia. from 27 April to ?. rJay 1983. 
The meeting \-las opened on 27 April 1983 by H. E. Hr. Fauzi AhP.led Elshakshouki ~ 
out~oin~ Chairman of the ci:,hthmeetins of the Conference, who invited all 
participants to observe a r.1inute of silent prayer or meditation. Pe proposed 
a vote of thanks to the Chairman. Goverru,1ent and people of Ethiopia for their 
hospitality and the excellent arranGements they had made for the meeting and 
thanked all participants for their presence and for the co-operation they had 
extended to him during his term of office. lie hoped that the current Chair~an 
would enjoy the same assistance. The newly elected Chairman ~velcor.Jed all 
participants to Addis Ababa and thanked them for the honour conferred on him 
and his country by his election to the office of Chnirman of the Silver Jubi l ee 
session. 

2. Addresses \oJere delivered by H. E. Comrade Hengistu Haile tlariam, Chairman 
of the Provisional ililitary Administrative Council and of the Commission to 
orr;anize the Party of the Harking People of Ethiopia and ComMander-in-Chief of. 
the rrevolutionary Army of Socialist Ethiopia ; H.E. the r.t. Hon . Daniel Arap Ho~ , 
tl.P. ~ President of the · Uepublic of Kenya and current Chairman of the Or~anizatton 
of African Unity ; ll.E . Dr. Kenneth D. Kaunda. President of the Republic of 
Zambia; H. E. General lJajor Juvcnal Habyarimana, President of the P~.;randese 
Republic and Founder-President of the Houvement r.~volutionnni r~ National pour 
le Developpement ; Dr. Alex Ekwueme. Vice-President of the Federal Republic of .

1 Ni13eria; H. E. Citoyen Nzondomyo a'Dokpe Lingo, President of the Legislative Counct 
of the Republic of Zaire ~ menber of the Central CoPlrnittee ; H.R.Il. Prince Ben 
i1 . _ H~iba~dze. D~~uty Prime Hinister.of the I~in:3dom of SHaziland ~ ILE: l ~r. Pe~e: 
l1mus1 ~ Vtce-Pre..,tdent of the Republ~c of Botsuana ~ H. E. I1r . Leon Uebtame 7 Prtm he 
l1inister of the G~bonese P..epubliq H.E . Mr. Oumar~u l1amane, Prime ~1inister of t 

Republic of the H~ger ; t1r. Javier Perez de Cuellar. Secretary-General of the 
United Nations; am1 l1r . Edem Kodjo , Secretary-General of the Orp,anization of 
African Unity. 

3. Hessar;es uere also read out on behalf of a nur'Jber of Heads of State and 
Government and international organizations (see section C Lc lln•' for summaries 
of those statements and nessa~es). 

4. The me:ti~r; was attended by representatives of the folloHing States members 
of the Comrusston · AlPeria A 1 B · . 1 

• • ' u • np,o a, en1n ~ Botswana , Burund1 , the Centra 
Af:tcan ~ep~bl~c~ Chad , the Comoros, the Conoo Djibouti Eoypt Equatorial 
Gutnea .. Eth1op1a Gabon th G b · Gh '-' ~ , '-' • t , ' •. . • e am 1a, ana, Gutnea-Bissau the Ivory Coas • 
I,enya. Lesotho, Ltberta Hal' M d . . • . t he 
il' N' . • -- 1 • a agascar. Haur1t1us l'lorocco Mozambtque ~ l 
~ ;r;er, LgerLa, the Revolutionary People's Republic ~f r.ut'nea~ Rwanda ~ Senega • d 
;:,Lerra Leone th <' • 1· '"' • ·1an • 
Togo T .. • ue uOCla lSt People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya the Sudan . s~azlf 

• un1s1a Panda th u · • · o T · • ~ ' e ntted Republic of Cameroon the United Republtc 
anzan~a. the Upper Volta, Zaire, Zambia and Zirnbabtve .' 
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5. In accordance with para~raph 9 of the Commission's ternG of refP.rPnr~ 
observers \<Jere. present ~ro~ the follo\~ing States members of the Unit~d -N;aons 
not members ?f th~ Comm~ss1on : Argentina, Austria, Belrium$ Canada , China, 
Czecho~lovak1a, F1nland, France, the German Democratic Republic, Germany, ~ederal 
Republlc of , liungary , India~ Indonesia, Italy, t-1exico the i~etherlands Poland 
Romania, Saudi Arabia, Spain , Sweden , Turkey, the Uni~n of Soviet Soci~list ' 
Republics , the United Kingdon, the United States of America, Venezuela, Viet Na~ 
<md Yu<>_o sl'lvi<'-. 

6. Observers for the Holy See, the Republic of Korea and S~1itzerland, 
States not Hembers of the United Nations were also present. 

7. In accordance uith paragraph 10 of the Commission's rules of procedure, 
the African National Con3ress of South Africa, the Pan-Africanist Con~ress of 
Azania and the South-Pest Africa· People's Organization were also represented 
by observer s . 

" u • In accordance with para8raph 11 of the Conmission 1 s rules of procerlure, 
representatives of the followine United Nations bodies attended the meetin~: 
Office of the Under-Secretary-General for Special Political Question~United 
Nations Department of International Econo~ic and Social Affairs, United Nntions 
Departnent of Technical Co-operation for Development, United Nations Re[ional 
Cornl!lissio!ts Liaison Office United Hat ions Sudano-Sahelian Office, United 
-. . ~ Nations Centre for ~Iuman Settlernents

9 
United Uations Conference on Trade and 

Develo;:r•1ent, United Nations Environment Prograrnoe, United !'lations Industrial 
Develop1.1ent Oreanization, United Nations Children 1 s Fund, United Uations found 
for Population Activities, United Nations Development Pror,ra!'Jme, Internation31 
Fund for Acricultural Development , !Jorld Food Council, T-Jorld Food I'rozrame , 
International Labour Oroanisation Food and AQriculture Or~anization of the 
Uniteu Nations, United Nations Ed~cational, S~ientific and Cultural Orpanization, 
International Civil Aviation Organization, \Jorld Health Orr;anization, r'?rld. 
Bank ; International Telecommunication Union, tJorlc lieteoroloF-.;ical OrsanlZa~ton, 
International tlaritime Or~anization, Horld Intellectual Prop~rty Organizatlon, 
International Atomic Enerey Ar.;ency, General Ar;reer.tent on Tartffs and Trade ar:d 

International Trade Centre. 

9• The followins inter-eovernmental organizations were represented in. 
~ccordance \lith para3raph 11 of the Comuission' s terms of. refe~ence : Afncan . 
Association for Public Adoinistration and !1anagement, Afncan t..cntre for ~ppl~ed 
Research and Traininn in Social Development, African Centre for Mo~etary ~~u~tes , 
African Develop~ent ;an~ Group African Institute for Higher Technlcal Trat~ln~ 
and Research ~irican R~nional°Centre for Eneineerine DesiBn a~1 f~nufacturtnc, 
Af · ' u f · ;-, · al Organl-atton for 

rlcan Reoional Centre for Technology, A rlcan hegton ~ - . 
Standardiz~tion~ Africa Regional Co-ordinatin~ Comrnit~~e for the Intee:atlon 
of ~-Jomen in Development, Arab Banl~ for the Econonic Develop?ent of Afrtca, 
Banque centrale des Etats de !'Afrique de l'Ouest, East Afrtcan Develorment 
Bank, Eastern and Southern African Mineral Resources Devel?pnent Cent~e? 1 I · · I t tut sous-r -•"lona de 
nst1 tut de formation et de recherche dcmographtques' ns 

1 -~ 0 · t and 
t echnolo('ie anpliquee Lea~ue of Arab States' rtinis terial Confere~ce ou"" .. es 
C "' - ' '-' · · of Afrtcan ntt" 
entral African States on l1aritime Transport, OrgantzattOn _ J : •• 

Pan~·J\frican Telecommunications Union, Preferential Trade Are~ for Easte.n adl :u 
S f T · · ~' in Aertal Surveys ar. 
~outhern African States, Recional Centre or ralntn~ 
-ahel Institute. 
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10. In accordance with para8raph 14 of the Coi30ission's terns of reference All 
Africa Conference of Churches, Caritas Internationalis, International Bar 
Association, International Confederation of Free Trade Unions, International 
Planned Parenthood Federation~ International Road Federation~ Union of African 
Journalists and World Council of Churches were represented by observers. 1/ 

II. The Conference unaninously elected the f ollowing officers: 

Chairoan Mr. Hailu Yioenu, Ethiopin 

First Vice-Chairnan Mr. Anbroise Mulindangabo, Rwanda 

Second Vice-Chairnan: Mr. Taieh Ben Cheik~ Mor occo 

Rappc·rteur Mrs. Ebun Oyagbola, Ni~;eria 

12. At its two hundred and twenty-third meeting, the Conference adopted the 
followin8 agenda: 

I. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8 .. 

9. 

10 ,, 

11.. 

• I 

Opening of the oeetins 

Minute of silent prayer or meditation 

Election of officers 

Adoption of the acenda and or sanization of work 

Fornal official openin~ of the neetin~ 

SILVER JUBILEE EVENT: A review of socio-economic developnent 
in Africa, 1958-1983 

SILVER JUBILEE EVENT: ECA and Africa's develo[Qcnt, 1983-2008-
A preliminary perspective study 

Status and constraints in human resources development in Africa: 
Report of the Ministerial Follow-up Connittee of Nine on the 
Inplementation of Decisions of the Conference of Ministers Responsible 
for Hunan Resources Planning, Development and Utilization 

Report of the thirc meeting of the Conference of African Ministers of 
Tr7nsrort,.Comounications and Plannins on the Implementation of the 
Un1ted Nat1ons Transport nnd Communications Decade in Africa 

Report of the third oeeting of the Conference of ~linisters of African 
Least Developed Countries 

R t f h • 1· za-tepor 0 t e seventh Ministerial Follow-up Co~ittec on Industr1n 1 
tion in Africn 

For the full list of participants, see E/ECA/CM.9/INF/4. 
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Report and recoiJnenJations of the Technical Preparatory Cor.mt' tt"" :) f 
the I~hol c: '"''- , 

A. On the inpleoentation of the Laeos Plan of Action nnd the Final 
Act of Laeos 

(_:::) J o int pro~ress report by the OAU Secretary-General and the 
ECA Executive Secretary 

(~) Contributions by ECA-sponsored institutions to the inpleoentn
tion of the La)Jos Plan of Action anJ the Final Act of La~os 

(~) Situa tion of f ood and a3riculture in Africa 

(_?_) United Nations Transport and Cooounications Decade 1n Afric.1, 
1978-1988: 

(i) Progress report on phase I, 1980-1983 

(ii) Draft prorra~e f or phase II, 1984-1988 

(~) Industrial Development Decade for Africa, 1980-1990: 
Progress report 

(i) Establishment of an African Monetary Fund : Progress report 

<a) Recional and subre3i onal economic and technical co- operation 
and integration: Progress report 

(~) Interregi onal econo~ic and t echnical co-operation 

(j) Statistical support for development in Africn: Issues, pro ~·-r e ss 
and prob le~s 

B. On other matters 

(i) fl.frica and current international econo~ic ne,1otiations 

(ii) Reports of the subsidiary bodies of the Commission 

(iii) a. Third Conference of Chief Executives of EGA-Sponsored 
Institutions 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

b. Harmonizing and sustainine Africa's institutions f or 
effective development 

Resolutions and decisions adopted by the Econonic and Social 
Council at its seconJ resular session of 1982 and by. the Gener~l 
Assembly at its thirty-seventh session~ that are of 1ntcrcst t o 
the Cor:u::Jission 
Follow-up actions on the resolutions and decisions of the 
Commission at its seventeenth session 

Preparatory activities for the International Youth Year 



13. 

15. 

1 (j. 

17. 

UJ. 

c. 

D. 
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On the progratT'Ime of ,.;ork and priorities 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

Medium-term plan, 1984-1989 - Resources of the sea pro3rarnme 

Implementation of. the programme of Hark and priorities for 
the bienniue 1%2-1983 

Of •. 1orl~ and priorities for the biennium Proposed progra~e ~ 

1904-1985 

On the United Nations Trust Fund for African Develon~ent 

(i) Report on the utilization of pledges for 1981 and 1932 

(ii) Projects for funding in the biennium 19Clf-19C5 

E. On staff and ad~inistrative questions 

United Nations Trust Fund for African Development: Pledres of :inancial 
contributions by member States for the biennium 1984-1S35 

Any other business 

Date and venue of the tenth meetine of the Conference of llinisters and 
fifth meeting of the Technical Preparatory Corr.r-1ittee of the \-Thole 

Adoption of Silver Jubilee Cmnmemoration Declaration 

Consideration and adoption of the report of the ~eetin3 

Closure of the meetinz. 

C. Account of proceeciin3s 

Opening addresses 

13. In openin~ the meetin~~ Comrade Chairman Henzistu Haile Hariam , Chairman 
of PNAC and of COPHE and Corn~ander-in-Chief of the Revolutionary Army of 
Socialist Ethiopia~ uelcomed participants on behalf of the people :md . 
Goverr~ent of Ethiopia and on his own behalf . He hoped that their stay ~n 
Ethiopia , their second horne~ would be fruitful. Various sportine, cultural 
and other events would be offered to them during the Conference. 

14. The first rneetin3 of the Commission had been held in Addis Ababa ?.S years 
a0o and , since that time ~ there had been a big chan~e in the situation in the 
continent. liJhen the Cor~1nission was established, Africa had reflected the . 
le~jacies of the scrarr:ble for Africa by European colonial Powers . Hany Afr~c~.n 
countries ~·Jere still sufferinc under the yoke of colonialism and the CommissJ.on 
had come into being only as a result of the intensive struPPle between the 
eight independent African countries at thnt time and the th~n colonial rulers 
' 1hich since 19LI7 had obstructed the settinE; U!J of an Econor,1ic Commission for 
Africa under the pretext that Africa was unable to administer itself. At that 
tlme, Governments uith colonial Territories in Africa has been membeT of the 
Corunission but9 realizin3 th2t the Com~llission t-7as the sole forun vhere they 
could air their views on political or economic issues~ the independent African 
countries over the ye~rs had struggled to revise the membership of the . 
Commission~ an exercise which had culminated in 1962 in b3rring South AfrJ.C~ 
C~.nd Portu3nl froEJ the Comoission nnd in allm.-inf:; Africcn Territ-;rie s u!"lder 
col onial dooina.tion t o becom2 associct.;:o oenbcrs . 
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I 5, Such events dc!.J1or.strntccl the contributions the Cor.lnission hnd Made c1 
~he conncipnt~on of Afr~ca i~ the political field prior to nnkin~ contributions 
1n the cconcPnc c.nd soc1.al fu~ld. The CoDmission? which hnd been est:!blishcd 
t o assist in the reconstruction of devclopocnt infr~structurcs ~ eradicate the 
exploitation of the continent's resources by imperialists ond chnrt out nc1-1 
developoent plans~ had brought to:::,ether a nuober of Afric:m pr;Jfessi:)n:lls t,J 
that end. He expressed his sincere thanks to all Africans who had served the 
Comoission durint. the pnst 25 yenrs and particularly t o those t1ho Here no1• in 
positions of leadership. 

16. Despite the si3nificant contribution of the Co~ission and of its staff 
over the past 25 years~ hotlever, a 13reat deal remained to be done. Economic 
independence had not advanced simultaneously with political indcpenclcncc. In 
the 1970s, economic growth in African countries had been loucr than in the 
! ~60s because of the declining price of raw materials in relation to the 
increasin~ price of capital and manufactured coods and because of a c!ror> in the 
support the advanced countries had extended to the develop in~ countries. !

1ore
over , since the advanced countries exercised control over the tJorld cconol'ly and 
pursued policies unfavourable to economic growth, the economics of African 
countries had not been able to crow satisfacto:ily. Equally , in the 1970s, the 
African re~ion had experienced drought" desertification and the proliferation 
of cr op pests a series of natural disasters Hhich had been compounded by l·l3r · 

7 • f d 
Hence, countries uhich had been net exporters of food had cxperLenccd _oo 
shortaces and hunger. 

17, African leaders had met in Lagos in April 1980 in an ef fort to revers~ 
that dan::;erous situation and had accordin!"ly adopted the Lap;os rlan of ActlOn 
and the Final Act of La3os. Although it ~as the responsibility of African 
States to imnlcr!lent the Plan and the Act~ various reports before the Confcrer.ce 
bore testimo~y to the efforts hlade by ECA and OAU in that regard. 

1
0 ld nomy by a complex chai n 
'"'· The econouy of Africa was bound to the t-wr . eco . , 
f 

. . 1 . 1 sts uh1ch had to be brol.en 
0 1nternational systems establ1.shed by co on1a 1 · . d' · b _ ' · i r for the equ1table 1stn u 
ana replaced by a new international economLc orne . d t 
t

. f h 1 The r.on-al1one oovemen 
1on of. nlobal \~ealth and the fruits o tee no OSY· ' L' h tT . 

had been~callinB for a new order since 1974 and oost recent!~ at ~ e ;etJth" 
D lh' ' · s of t he dcter1orat1on Ln .... 

e 1 summit. it had identified the ma1n cause hieh intcrnst 
international economic situation tvhich included the arms race? . . The non-
r~ . · licies and debts serv1c1n3· 
gtes , a decrease in aid, protect1on1st po ! ld ot prevail in a world 

al' d . h and secun.ty cou n . 1ene summ1t had stressed t at peace . h~ h tru r -1 ~ f r r ~ nc~ lnter-
~7h · , f qu"l 1t y an'l t ,.t t e s ,, --. '?c ec -::!1 :-,oic systcn \:.'11S - ~ev<- 1 '- 1 ') c . ,, . ' isolation from the stru3;:le 
nat~onal economic order could not be v1etrled l.n d . d d that an international 
aga1nst colonialism. The Conference haJ also eel eld · 19~4 and African 
me t' · should be he 1n v e 1ne on finance and monetary 1ssucs . f r their effective 
countries had to mate the necessary preparanons 

0 

participation in the meetin~. 
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19. The policies pursued by colonialists and imperialists had been a major 
impediwent to gro\-Jth in Africa. On the other hand 9 there \~ere measures that 
could be implemented throueh intra-J\frican collaboration vithin the frameHork 
of the Lagos Plan of Action. In that re8ard 9 he referred to the Preferential 
Trade Area for Eastern and Southern Africa, the Industrial Development Decade 
for Africa, the United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa 
and the preliminary study on the establishll1ent of an African I'1onctary Fund. 
~~riculture had also been eiven priority in the Plan and he stressed the need 
both for international support and for national, subreeional and continental 
measures to ensure food security. Africa had to make serious efforts to 
overcome its dependence in that area as a matter of ur8ency since the developed 
countries took advanta~e of the situation to perpetuate their control over the 
developine countries. 

20. Another area of concern was clobal nesotiations. At both tl!e Cancun and 
the Versailles summits, the industrialized countries had deroonstratec.! a lack 
of political will and the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh session had not 
even been able to consider procedural questions. Great hope was thGrefore 
pinned en the sixth session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development to be held in Eel~rade in June l9G3. L\frica had already Horked 
out its co!'1111on position at the Confere!lce of Ninisters of Trad0 held in 
Libreville in February 1983 ~and the developin~ countries had rn.ore recently 
consolidated their position in Duenas Aires. It was to be hopeJ that those 
preparations would contribute to the success of UNCT~D in establishinG the new 
international econo~ic order. 

21. Seven years had elapsed since the \<JOrld coPlillunity had called for emergency 
measures to assist the least developed countries, 26 of ,1hich were in Africa. 
The United Nations Conference en Least Develope~ Countries held in Paris in 
September 1981 h.1d atlopted a Substantial Ne"1 Pro~ramr.1e of Action for the Least 
Developed C.::>untries and had called for consultation between c:!onor and recipient 
countries. Unfortunately, the industrialized countries had taken advanta~e of 
that two-way relationship not to implement the plcdr,es they 11 ac1 f.ladc . Mrica 
had to expose those countries which were not willinc to co-operate and take 
the necessary measures. 

22 .. n~s Go~ernroent ~ad.been makin~ relentless efforts to improve the St~ndard _ 
of hv~nr, o~ the Ethto~tan people. Preparations 't-lere noH bein~ made to l.nco:po 
rate e~set:_ltla.l strate1?,I.es in a ten-year plan. l1oreover, I::thiopia, in line tnth 
the pr~nc~~le of pea7eful coexistence, attached the p,reatest importance to 
~tren~t~enl.nc the ~ntty of the African continent. ~fricais natural resources, 
~f ut~l1Z:d effectl.Vely • c?uld extricate the continent from its bacl;uardness · 
J,o\Iever • 1f 7he leaders fal.led to live up to their resnonsibility J they \·Jould 
be the lau~h~n3 stock.of the developed countries and b~ historically accountable 
to succeedtnt ~enerat~ons for shirking their duty. 
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23. H.E. the Rt. Bon. Daniel T. Arap Hoi, H.P., Presirlent of the :~epublic of 
Kenya and current Chairman of OAU, briefly recounted the history of the 
nesotiations that had taken place to establish ECA since 1947. Victory had at 
last been achieved in April 1958. It also represented both new and neutral 
ground for the exploration of wider political issues, pavin~ the way, in that 
manner, for the foundine of OAU in 1963. 

24. Since its establishment ECA had undercr,one •urious chanscs and transforf':'l::i
tions inspired by a sense of commitment and purpose. In functional terms, durin~ 
the opening years, ECA had not been concerned with the practical aspects of 
development because so many of the prerequisites for develop~ent on a continental 
scale did not exist. At the end of the Cmmnission's first decade, hm•evcr, 
l!lernber States l-7ere convinced of the need for the Commission to move a1-1ay from 
an institution of theoretical studies to one of practical action for concrete 
and Qeanineful development. Today, ECA was a powerful organization comprisinG 
ten divisions, all involved in various aspects of ~frican development. 

25. He further noted that it had been necessary and valuable for ECA to ~ive 
priority to buildin3 so many institutions and infrastructures, t-~hich haC: served 
as foundations of economic and social development. Among them, he referred to 
the African Developoent Bank, the Industrial Development Fund as well as to 
institutes concerned with all aspects of planninc and production. training and 
technology. The Commission had also actively encouraged the establislment of 
regional economic groupin8s. 

26. T\venty-five years after the inception of ECA, 20 years after the . 
e~tablishment of OAU and three after the adoption of the Lagos Plan of Actlon. 
the economic plight of Africa continued to be characterized ~Y eloom and. 
despair and the place occupied by Africa within the internat1onal econoo1c 
scene was unique and worrying. The African continent embodied the largest 
number of l~ast developed countries~ while many of the other States suffered 
from underdevelopment. 

27 . In all the countries uhich had attained political independen~e in the ~ast 
quarter of a century there uere inevitable problems associated w~th econom~c 
readjustments. the f~shionine of infrastructure and the emeq~ence of neu 

· t' when the ~omentum of human patterns or sectors of product1on. But~ at a 1me . 
development should have been gatherinp, strenr;th~ global cconornlc force; ~arJ d 
thrust Africa into the arena of crisis embracing the \-lhole spectrum 0 00 

d 
supply ~ national income eoployment " terms of trade, balance of pa~~nts han 

• ' · d f elebrat~nn t .e 
external debts It \-las uith utmost re3ret that, 1-nstea 0 c - 1 t · 
S.l ' · · b set uith hunoer oa nun-
~ ver Jubilee in plenty, the Afr1can cont1nent was e · - u ' 

tlon , illiteracy, disease, unemployment and l-Taste. 

28 . ~ . d not attributable to external 
· Sor:ue of the probler~s fac~n~ A ... r~ca to ay l.Jere A~ · th"""1sel•;es. A 

forces alone. They had been created and perpetuated by ... rbl~~ns - - fncturcd 
m · · , ould rather ._ 1ni'T !!:anti c 

· a]or problem \-las that many African countrleS .v . h" they 11ere 
and semi-processed \!OrOI!lodities from developed countrleS even u e~ 
readily available in n~ighbourini'T African countries. That pra~t~cc wal- ~ 0\U 
ci t . ;) '--' h. h h ci been on the a aen~a on a • 
·e r:mental to intra-African trade~ w 1c. a . . 1 t~d to co~~unications 
m~et1nGs since 1967. An equally d1sturb1n3 s1tunt1on rea 
t}lth. . <ln Africa by road, rail or a1r. 
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29. He suggested that 1983 should go down in Africa's history as the year of 
~ositive action for the collective welfare of Africa. Remarking on the food 
~ituation which had deteriorated over the years owin!; r.1ainly to adverse \-leather, 
rising population, high cost of agricultural inputs and declinin~ external 
assistance and the consequent r.~assive resort to food im~:-orts, he emphasized 
that Africa could not continue to depend on food aid, which developed countries 
tended to use as a political weapon to put pressure on independent African 
countries and to reduce their political and economic independence. It was 
therefore imperative that all member States should develop and implement national 
food policies to attain self-sufficiency in food. Those national food policies 
be co-ordinated at the subregional and regional levels to ensure overall food 
sufficiency and the capacity to export to other continents. 

30. Africa's fragile econoQies were vulnerable to the fortunes and nisfortunes 
of the developed countries and it seemed that Africa t..Tas destined to rely, for a 
long time to come, on the developed world. It was incumbent upon all to strive 
to reverse that trend. 

31. Just as stock was being taken of the past act1v1t1es of ECA during the 
Silver Jubilee, strategies for the future should also be mapped out and in 
that regard African countries should rely more and more on the technical 
expertise offered by ECA. The challenge for African countries was~ therefore, 
to lay the foundation of a self-reliant, indigenous, internally generated and 
self-sustaining economic system. Africa must accelerate its strug~le for 
economic survival and self- reliance. In that regard, he noted the creation of 
the l1ul tinational Programmine; and Operational Centres nmLPOCs) as the most 
si~nificant achievenent of ECA. 

32. In conclusion, he drew the attention of the Conference to Africa's natur~l 
resources, and called for an end to petty jealousies and small differences whlCh 
had hitherto proved detrimental to Africa. He called for unity to fight the 
common enemies of Jisease, hunger and poverty. He called upon all QAU mer1ber 
Sta~e~ ~o show maximum political t-~ill and eive the necessary s u ~': ' -o rt t o the 
~ct1v1t1es of EC~. 

33. Before H.E. the President of Zambia delivered his address a son~ was sun~ 
to the P~esident as a gesture of well wishes on the occasion 0~ his birthday. 
The ~res1dent responded by inviting the zambian delegation to sin~ for the _. 
me~t1ng a P?P,ular and revolutionary Zambian sons entitled "Tiyende parnodzi ndl 
mt1ma umodz1 (Let us move together with one heart). 

34 · .n.E •. Dr. Kenne:h D. Kaunda expressed his appreciation for the unequivocal 
way 1n ~h1ch the Un1ted Nations Secretary-General had snoken against forces of 

0
-

~~pre~s1on.and dominatio~ as ~ell as against the unfavo~rable internati~nal ec~n 
..• 1c s1tunt1cn.He then :~?. 1 '1 tr 1 l-utc t o Ccmrn 1 ,,1, ,.,· t H • 1 ,1_ • 'lTJ cha1rman ° r '"C 1 c()nw - C. C L~;;n_, 1S U ••• ~1 C 1 rtr1L. 
', ~~·. fl?c. '-'L E and Co~ander-in-Chief of the Re;olutionary Army of Socialist 
Etn1~p 1a and to the ent1re peo~le of Ethiopia. The illustrious leadership an~ 
~endu 1ne effo:ts of the Ethiopian leader had transformed Ethiopia into a dynam:c 
an nrosress1ve country Eth · · h d d · the teH - . • 10P1a a one more for its <>reat people 1n 
yearsl s1nce the great B.evolution than in the precedinb er~ The Ethiopian 
peop e ~-1ere able to walk ~ · th h . • 1 (Ter 

n t e1r chests up and heads hi"h and Here no on,J mere spectators but active t" . . o 
par 1C1pants 1n the unfolding Revolution. 

·-
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35. ~he ~conomic Commiss~on for Africa had been the first pan-African 
or,:an1Zatwn to be establlshed for Africa, thus paving the my for the establish
ment of the.Or~anization of African Unity and progressively openin~ the way for 
mfan? subre~~onal programmes and institutions including, in particular, the 
A ncar: De':'elopment Bank. the Hul tinational Pro8ra!1lmin£ and Operational Centres, 
the Econoruc Community of Hest African States and the Preferential Trade /\rea 
for the Eastern and Southern African States as well as the ~irst Economic 
Summit of the Or~anization of African Unity. ECA had, indeed, lived up to it:; 
expectations as an effective voice at international fora in the defence of the 
interests of not only Africa but also the entire third world. 

36. Be then mentioned some of the obstacles created by certain elements of 
the international community against the advancement of the third twrld in 
General and African countries in particular. Firstly, there was the support, 
includins heavy investments and transfer of technolo~y that certain !·!estern 
countries continued to give to fascist and apartheid South Africa , which itad 
encoura?;ed the Pretoria reP,iroe to continue in its obnoxious policies. It uas 
clear tlta t , unless apartheid ~Jas eradicated, there would definitely be :n 
explosion. Also, obstacles were beinB deliberately put in the way of the United 
Nations efforts to achieve a peaceful settlement of the i~amibian problem throuch 
insistins on linldng NaGlibia's independence to the Hithdrmval of Cuban troops 
from Anzola. Further~ South Africa's strategy was to destabilize the front
line States and Africa had to close it ranks and consolidate its unity in the 
face of threats and actual unprovoked attacks by racist South Africa on those 
States. Secondly~ the rich countries had failed to honour their oblieations to 
the poor countries within the context of the Declaration and the PrograMme of 
Action on the Establishment of the New International Economic Order. Except 
for the Nordic countries~ the rest of the industrialized countries ha~, so far, 
not met the target ofe3r~arkin~ 0.7 per cent of their 3ross national product as 
assistance to developin" countries. The North-South dialogue was also approach
i?G a dan~erous point of a conflict between protectionis~ and.free t;~ce: Indeed 
Slnce the Cancun summit a state of staenation had preva~led ~n the LlelQ of 
elobal negotiations. 1~ addition~ international economic institutions.had been 
unable to provide ideas~ proposals or practical measures aimed at ~o~v~ng the 
problcrrs of Horld trade protectionism and balance-of-payments dehclts · As 
such, it Has inevitable' that the developing countries should continue to condemn 
the imbalances caused by the lopsided international economic systerr.. Thus, ECA 
n · · · f 1· dating the South-South 
eeaed to cont1nue to enhance ~ts proPran~es or conso ~ 

dialoEue, and Africa had to continue ~o build structures that would liberate the 

region from its dependence. 

37. He concluded his address by payinR tribute to the Executive Secretary ar.d 
the secretariat of the Commission for having vigorously pursu::!d prof!r?wr.c~ t' 
of assistinc rneQber States to set un subregional. inter-governmental lnStltU ~ons 
for co-ooeratio~ The Preferential.Trade Area for the Eastern a~dlSouthern 
Af · • • 1 · political goodH~l - ~1as one of 

r~can States which had received ~vcnvhc n~n-~ - · f h 
the testimonie; to the, deteroination of ECi\ to meet the challenges o t e 

African · re~~on. 
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38. H.E. General-r1ajor Juvenal Habyarimana, President of the Rwandese P..epublic 
and Founder-President of the Mouvement Revolutionnaire National pour le 
Developpement~ paid tribute to ECA for the role it was playinc in furtherin~ 
the development of Africa. He thanked Chairman Hengistu Haile t1ariam~ the 
Government and people of Ethiopia for their welcome and hospitality in hosting 
the Silver Jubilee anniversary in Addis Ababa, the cradle of African Unity, and 
congratulated the ECA Executive Secretary for his tireless devotion to the 
economic and social development of Africa. 

39. Twenty-five years after its establishment, ECA had many achievements to 
its credit, which justified its reputation l-7ithin the frame\>10rk of its terms 
of reference, namely to encourage, stimulate and stren~then African regional 
co-operation in the area of economic and social development. 

40. Through intra-African consultation meetin~s. seminars? training courses 
and socio-economic publications, ECA had eiven African countries a deeper 
insight into their socio-economic problems and helped to refine their develop
~ent strategy in order to establish a eenuine and inteerated African common 
market. 

41. The objectives of the Lagos Plan of Action involved expanding intra-African 
trade, attaining food self-sufficiency, linking up means of communications, 
promoting industrialization and harnessing Africa's enerr.y potential. The 
implementation of the Plan would culminate in the establishment of an African 
common market by the year 2000 through gradual regional and subregional integra
tion. 

42. ECA's active role in the establishment of the Preferential Trade Area for 
Eastern and Southern African States Hhich TI.l'landa had decided to join as well as 
its role in the establishment of the Economic Community of ~.Jest African States 
(ECOHAS) formed part of the scheme to establish an African common market by the 
year 2000 as Hould the on-goinz studies on the establishment of an Economic 
Community of Central African States. The assistance and the technical support 
provided directly by ECA or through the MULPOCs \~ere also part of that scheme. 

43. lie reviewed some specific programmes and projects in which ECA had 
· · d d · · ort part1c1pate an was part1c1patinE actively such as the United Nations Transp 

d C • · D ' · · N orl' an ommun~cat~ons ecaae 1n Afr1ca~ the Pan-African Telecommunications et\-l ' 

(PANAFTEL), the trans-African road and railway network and the Industrial 
Development Decade for Africa. 

44. The formulation and follot~-up of the Substantial Ne~-1 Programme of Action 
for the Least Developed Countries as well as studies and development pro8raromes 
on land-locked and island countries had been very much appreciated. ECA also 
pl~yed_a . significant role in the key area of training and technolozical and 
sc1ent1f1c research. 

45 • Amon~ the significant achievements of ECA were the establishment of the. 
African DevelolCment nanl· and the c . . 1 t; at1ons . - • ornm1ss1on s role in preparing the nego ~ 
for reneu1ng the ACP-EEC Lome Convention. 
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46. Despite Africa 1 s considerable natural resources it \·las reerettable that 
Africa still could not make use of the bareaining pmver which its ir1mcnse 
pot~ntial in natural resources should Give it. At the United Nations , Ui'lCTf..D , 
dur~ng 1 the North-South n~gotiations and even within the Group of 77, ~ost of 
Afr~ca s. demands had ach~eved scant results. The foregoine, coupled uith a 
severe ~nternational crisis, further increased Africa's dependence on the 
outside world, reflected in an external debt which was, for many African 
countries, an extremely heavy burden. 

47. Those serious problems could be solved by restructurinr: the world economic 
systel!l t-1ithin the framework of a new economic order which would make it possible 
to achieve the objectives of solidarity and complementarity and international 
co-operation which would reflect the needs and interests of all narties concerned 
by givin2 active support to the efforts of developing countries.· 

48. He commended EGA for the assistance it rendered to the Economic Community 
of Great Lakes Countries (CEPGL) through the Gisenyi MULPOC. However, he noted 
that~ in order for ECA to continue its efforts to promote African development, 
it had to be provided with all the resources needed to carry out its traditional 
activities such as research, training and socio-economic studies while streng
thening its assistance to countries and regional and subre3ional co-operation 
agencies which desired to benefit from its experience in identifying, Jnalysin0 
and implementine development projects and programmes. 

49. Finally, he renewed his country's commitment to continue striving to attain 
the objectives that Africa had set for itself. 

SO. H.E. Dr. Alex Ekwuene, Vice-President of the ~ederal Republ~c ~f Nieeria, 
extended fraternal greetings and messages of goodw~ll and ap~rec1at~on fro~ 
President Shaaari and the people of Nieeria to Chairman Hen8lstu !Ia1le llanam 
and the broth~rly people of Ethiopia and transmitted the President'~ regrets 
that he was unable to be present during the Silver Jubilee celebrat~~ns .. He 
expressed the belief that the ereat and spectacular achievements o~ ~CA In the 
past 25 years were indicative of Ethiopia's role as a good and reliable host. 

51. The Vice-President commended the Executive Secretary and his colleagues . 
in the secretariat for the efficient way in which they had condu~ted the affal:s 
f 

· · · · · · b t · to the soc 1a 1 and econorn c 
0 the Comm~ssion and their s~gn~f1cant contr~ u ~ons . 
transformation of the African continent. Acknowledging that th~ te:raln that 
EGA has been traversins was rough9 he called for greater determination to 

achieve greater glory for Africa. 
52 G ral of the United Nations, 

. He appreciated the presence o~ the Se~retary- ene . . 'nc and further 
at the ECA Silver Jubilee celebrat~ons, which he deern~:.lns~lr~C~ He expressed 
Proof of the support that the United Nations was prov~ ~ng 0 

: th ll ' · da ce and leadersh1n, the 
e conviction that 9 under Mr. de Cue ar s gul n d h' 1 ·that had 

C~rrmlission would continue to play the cata~yst andlleater~ ~~o~~ ~he economic 
f~red Africa's imagination and strengthen 1ts reso ve 

0 
m 

life of the continent. 
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53. During the Silver Jubilee celebrations~ States members of the Commission 
and the staff of its secretariat had every reason to congratulate themselves 
on the efforts \·Jhich they had inclividually and collectively exerted in 
nurturing the Commission for the past 25 years. 

54. Tracing Nigeria's particir-ation in the activilies of ECA, he noted that 
Nigeria had participated in the first session of the Cornmission_a: one o~ 
its associate members ancl. that President Shehu Shagari han partlcl.pated 1.n 
the second and third sessions of the Commission in Tan~iers , J•:orocco , in 1960 
and Addis Ababa in 1961 res?ectively. He recalled President Sha~ari's call , 
durinE the ECA ministerial meeting in Tunis in 1971,for the Cowr1 ission to 
become more deeply involved in operational activities in the r:1er.1ber States and 
cited the MULPOCs as an example of ECA's response to that call. 

55. He further referred to ECA conferences which Nigeria had haste~ including 
the ei~hthsession of the Commission in 1967 and the ~irst Pled~in~ Conference 
in 1977 at which Ni~eria had contributed $1.6 million to the United t!a tions 
Trust Fund for African Development. He lauded the strong ECA input into the 
formulation of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lar,os. He 
observed that, as Africa's first continental organization, member States had 
used the Commission to deal with political as well as econoMic issues prior 
to the establishment of OAU in 1963 and he appreciated the collaboration of 
the two secretariats in monitoring the implementation of the Lazos Plan of 
Action and the Final Act of Lagos. 

56. Highlightine some of ECA's activities~ he made reference to data and 
information the Commission had collected, analysed and disseminated to 
member States and the international community in such fields as economics. 
statistics and trade. In that context, he saw the creation of PADIS as 
offerine ~reat promise for greater achievements by the Comt:Jission in 
information disser·1ination in the future. 

57. Dr. Ekwuerne further hichli~hted ECA's invaluable assistance in the 
formation of ECO\JAS and the PTA and its current efforts to assist in the 
establishment of an economic community in Central Africa. Ile also noted 
with gratification the valuable back-stopping services provided by ECA to 
African countries in various international neeotiations and the technical 
assistance and the advisory services the Commission had provided to member 
States. He expressed the hope that such assistance ,~auld be stepped up and 
rn3de more relevant to the priorities and development strategies of recipient 
countries. 

58. Referring to the Transport and Communications and the Industrial 
Develo~r1ent Decades, he expressed the belief that~ iE the programmes wer7 
succes .. fully executed • they ,muld usher in rapid development in the cont1nent · 

59: P.e pinpointed the.inadequacy of financial and budgetary resources as 8 

maJor.obstacle prevent1n~ the Commission , since its inception, from doing ~ore 
t~an 1.t had done for Afr1.ca. In that li~ht, he called for voluntary contrl.bu
tl.ons from member States to UNTFAD through the pledgina conferences and urged 
member States to meet their commitme t '' n s. 
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60. Remindin~ the Conference of the economic problems facin~ Africa, h~ noted 
that the problems of global liquidity squeeze, hyper-inflation, mountin~ 
external debts, ba~ance-of-payment deficits, hi~h interest rates, unemployment 
and general econom1c sta~nation demanded far-reaching policies and measures 
which would reverse present trends and establish conditions for sustained 
economic ero~-.~th and accelerated development. He observed that declarations on 
African development strategies in the 1960s and 1970s had become irrelevant 
because they were based primarily on inherited theories which had reinforced 
colonial patterns of development. Those theories had been replac2d by the 
Monrovia Strate?;y and the Lacos Plan of Action tllhich aimed at promotin~ 
economic pro[_';ress and better standards of life for Africa. He therefore 
arncaled to the United Nations system to support Africa in its struc~lc to 
fi0ht inflation, unemployment, protectionism, inequitab'!.e distribution of t-Jealth, 
widenin3 r,ap between the rich and the poor and risin~ debts. 

61. Referrine to the liberation of Africa, he stressed that Africa could not 
compromise on the issue of the total liberation of Azania and Namibia. He ur~ed 
ECA to ste~ up training of nationals from those countries to prepare them for 
eventual nation-building. He concluded by stressin3 the importance of peace, 
respect for individual freedoms and ~aintenance of la~ 1n! ~r · ~er nn~ ~ renter 
sacrifice in Africa's efforts to lay the foundations for a better to~orrow. 

62. In his speech transmitting the messase of Field Harshal I1obutu Sese Seko 
Kuku Nebendu wa Zabanea, President of the Republic of Zaire an~ founder ~f the 
Mouvement populaire de la Rivolution, ll.E. Nzondomyo a'Dokpc L1n~o) Presld ~nt 
of the Legislative Council and nember of the Central Committee of NP~, express~d 
his sincere thanks for the welcome extended to him and the rest of hls . de~cratlon 
since their arrival in Addis Ababa by the Governmant and people of Ethlo~la. 

63. The celebration of the Silver Jubilee of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa was an occasion for the people of Zaire solcr.mly to 
express their- feelings of friendship and fraternity towards the ~roth~rly 
people of Socialist Ethiopia. As an example, he mentioned the v:ctorlous 
b · · . . · d b ide lllith alhed forces to attles 1n Hinch Za1r1an troops had fought Sl e. Y. 5 la ed b 
safe8uard the inteority and independence of Ethlopla; and the role P Y. y 't 
E . . tJ • • f · r servinG the tnter-rt Y, 

th1op1an troons tooether with Un1ted Nat1ons orces 1n P e · 
• i ._, 

nat1onal unity and security of Zaire. 

64 t ity for African countries 
· The Silver Jubilee was also an excel~ent oppor un . d cial development 

briefly to review the role played by ECA ln the econoMlC an so 
of the African countries. 

65. The economic advancement of independent Africa had been and tJould continu.:; 
to be hampered by the constantly dete~iorating economic situation throu~hout 
the world. 

6 de the Horld as a 1-Jholc and 
6 .. Despite all the efforts that had been ~a. ? E essive dependence of 

Afrlca in particular were facinG a complex crl~ls.x de tion in their outlets 
Afr· . 'd h d r sulted ln a re uc . lean econom1es on the outsl e a e . . h onsequent fall 1n the 
to the markets of the industrialized countrle~ wlt a cl debt burden . 
Val . · in the1r externa ue of the1r exports and an 1ncrease 
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67. The disastrous economic situation facinr, Africa was due to a number of 
factors, including (a) the ~eneral slump in commodity prices : (~) the 
proliferation of protectionist measures of all kinds by the developed countries 
against the products of the developin3 countries; and (~) the oil bill. 

68. The immediate results of that situation for non-oil-exportin~ African 
countries had been a disequilibrium in their balance of payments which had also 
brought about a r,eneral decline in investment and production and a substantial 
reduction in the imports of capital goods that were essential to their 
development. 

69. In connection '"ith the financial problems of the developed countries and 
the monetary policies which they pursued vis-a-vis the African nations, he 
announced that in December 19G3, Zaire would host a meetinp; of African finance, 
economic development and planning ~inisters, or8anized by GCA, OAU and ADB, . 
to revie\J thorou~hly the problems of the external debt of the African countnes · 

70. Although Africa was liberating itself politically, it had inherited from 
the colonial period economic difficulties caused by inappropriate structures 
which ZCA \..ras endeavouring to change by establishin~ the necessary institutions 
for African development. 

71. For 25 years, ECA's achievements and activities had been directed towards 
reorientinz development strategies and restructuring the economies of the 
African countries. Achievements such as ADB, IDEP, the PTA, etc., were ~ue 
to the efforts, couraee and devotion of Hell-known Africans such as Hekla 
Abbas, Robert Gardiner and Adebayo Adedeji and their colleaeues in the 
secretariat, without whom ECA would not be what it \..ras today. 

72. The re0ional and subreeional pro~rammes launched by the Commission durine 
the last five years with the help of member States should chanp,e the face of 
the African economies. Those programmes included {a) the ReBi~nal Food Plan ; 
(~) the United Nations Transport and Communications-Decade in Africa ; (c) the 
Industrial Development Decade for Africa~ (d) the establishment of the Vest 
and Central African Clearing Houses; and (e) the worl~ now in hand for the 
establishment of the African Honetary Fund: The Industrial Development Decade, 
in particular~ uould increase the volume and capacity of ECA's assistance to 
Af . · · · ld n.can count:1es 1n carry1ng out their industrialization pro2rammes and wo~ 
help.thern to ln:rease ~heir capacities in the desip,n ? forMulation 9 preparatlon 
and 1.mplenentat1on of 1ndustrial projects. 

73. Zaire lolould spare no effort to encourage ECA to carry out the strate:;ies 
formulat~d and the ~agos Plan of Action. Ratification of the Libreville 
Declaratlon a~d actl.ve.participation in the neGotiations on the establishment 
of the economl.c communtty of Central African States were part of Zaire!s 
sup~ort for ,ECA. T~at support \-las takinG shape and bcin8 consolidated at the 
nat1.onal anG subrec1onal levels. J 

h
74d. lin o;dedr te cu:b foreign corporations operatinry in strate~ic sectors ? zaire 
.a auncoe an ambttious publ' · c J • f struc-
t · d lc tnvestment programme notably in the ~n ra 
ure, 1n ustry and enerny t · · · b d h o sec ors. That was part of a series of act1v1t~es 
ase on t e dev~lopmen~ of natural resources and the establishment of the 

necessary econom1c soc1.al a d . . . 
dir.f

1
'c lt' d ? n lnstl.tUtlonal infrastructure. Desnite 

~ u 1es an obstacl z · . · redress its d'ff' 
1 

es, . a1.r~ Has deternuned to continue its efforts to 
1 lcu t economl.c sl.tuation. 



- 27 -

75. In conclusion, he emphasized that economic development in Mrica required 
larr,e-scale mobilization of human and financial resources. ECA was more than 
ever a technical instrument in the service of the African development priorities 
defined by the States that were members of OAU. 

76. Zaire would encouraee ECA to intensify its co-operation in the fi~lds of 
traininc of African entrepreneurs, trainin~> of senior manaeemcnt staff trainin" 
of industrial technicians and~ with the as~istance of member States t;aininr . 
f 

) ,, 
o the mass of the population who constituted both the prota~onists anJ 
beneficiaries of development. "' 

77 · In tackling the challenge ahead of it, Africa itself ~10ulcl have to accept 
sorJe extra sacrifices while acceptinr,, at the saMe time, supplenentary 
international aid. 

7'J. H.R.H. Prince Den t1. l-1sihandze, Deputy Prime ninister of the ~<inr,dom of 
Swaziland, expressed fraternal felicitations from Her Majesty, Rc~ent anJ 
Queen L1other, on the occasion of the ECA Silver Jubilee anniversary and con
veyed his deep 3ratitude to Chaiman Iien~istu Haile Mariam and the people of 
Ethiopia on behalf of Eastern and Southern African St~tes, the Kin~dom of 
Swaziland as well as on his O\vn behalf. 

79. The ideals which lay behind the foundation of the Economic Commission for 
Africa should, even today, continue to bind Africa in the quest for economic 
independence. The nresent celebration should therefore serve as a continuin~ 
reminder of the desire to eradicate poverty and de?rivation amon~ the African 
people. · 

80. Further, the celebration marked a turnine point in tae continent's 
hi story. Developing countries had nm>' to rely on themselves for their otm 
survival. Africa could not depend on outside help for its surviv~l, more . 
especially in a world where the developed countries '~ere engaged 10 a rnass1ve 
build up of arms whereas two thirds of raankind was going t-Iithout enou:;h 
food. Africa Has suffering from the va~aries of the v1eather, drou8ht an~ 
f~ine on a scale unnrecedented on the continent. Other problems related to 
i~ternational aid wh~re recipients were helplessly required to conform to the 
Wlshes of donors . 

Cl . In the light of those problems . the fundamental questio~ vas_wJ;ere ;o 13° 
from there. lle explained that, as wars were often of economlc orleln, t.le . 
only answer lay in unity and collective efforts in t~e pursuit of the e~o~omlc 
coals laid out in the Lagos Plan of Action and the Fmal Act of La~os. f.m .ever, 
that called for the mobiiization of the people and required a com~lete break 
with past policies in all sectors of economic activity. For example, ~hzrc d 
was nou a need to stress food self-sufficiency for agriculture and baslcf~ec s 
for the develonment of the industrial sector. That called fo~ ereater e. _orts 
i · d h horted Afr1can countnes to 
~ the stru~~le for economic independence an e ex 

r1se up and face the challen3e. 



82. Finally, he paid tribute 
dedication and leadership and 
of Africa. 
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to the Executive Secretary of ECA , for his 
to the staff for their co~nitment to the cause 

[)3. H.E. l1r. Peter r~nusi, Vice-President of the Republic of :Jots~vana, expressed 
concern at the ~mrsening economic situation in Africa. It \Jas a sad fact that p 

if trends over the past 25 years continued . the future t-~ould be very bleak 
indeed. Ee referred to the falling food production in the face of ra~idly 
increasinG population, irrelevant education pro~rarnmes and policies, unsuccess
ful industrial proP,ramfiles based on imported factor inputs and the shortap,e of 
foreicn exchan~e and poor communications syste~s. 

8l1. He stressed the importance of arriculture in Africa's development. parti
cularly as it constituted the bigcest employer on the continent. He regretted, 
however, that today agricultural production was decreasing , resultin[ in abject 
poverty and destitution. Although the Lagos Plan of Action made food production 
a priority, Africa was continuing on a hopeless path of food dependency. That 
situation had resulted in dependence on food aid which was bein0 used as an 
instrument of economic policy. 

35. Africa was today an independent continent, and hence Africans must blame 
themnelves for the bulk of their economic ills, particularly for over-dependence 
on foreicn assistance. Foreign assistance must only fill the faps in Africa ' s 
pro:rammes. 

86. He paid tribute to the reeional economic co-operation efforts, stressing 
that subregional ~roupinrs must be small, manageable and based on existine 
economic ties and proximity. He further elaborated on the t-JOrlcinr; arranGement 
of ~ADCC whose. members t-Jere bound tOfether by the desire to be free fron the 
rac~st oppress~on, exploitation and aecression of the Pretoria regime. In 
SADCC , each m~mber State t-ms assi~ned a sector to co-ordinate. SADCC Has 
hence a pract~cal expression of the La~os Plan of Action. 

87. He thanked the Executive Secretary for the perspective study (E/ECA/Ct:-~,9/2 3 ) 
3n•.1. ur r~cJ i>frico.n lca,krs t o read the ·locumcnt 0 

88. H.E. H:. Leon Hebia~e. P7ime Hinister of Gabon . speakinr; on behalf of . 
ll.~. El HadJ ~mar Bongo, _ Pre~~dent ~£the Gabonese Republic. paid a resound~n3 
tr~bute to. H. E •• Colonel rrenz~stu Ha~le Mariara, Chairman of Pt-1AC and COPl1C and 
Commander-~n-Ch~ef of th~ Revolutionary Army of Socialist Ethiopia for havinr, 
as~eed to organ~ze th~ S~lver Jubilee of ECA and for the warN and brotherly 
~~e~~j~ ~~~or~e~lto.hm: He also expressed his appreciationto r1r. Adebayo. 
skills in tl o ov.nnsf ~n the footsteps of ~1r • P..obert Gardiner • Has usin8 h1S 

1e se:v~ce 0 Africa's economic and social development Ile 
extended that tr~bute to the staff of ECA. · 

· 39. The Silver Jubilee \-Jas b · 1 under<>oino- one of th e~ng ce ebrated at a time \Jhen the -vJOrld uas . 
u t:· e oost ser~ous · · · · c situation-was chara t . d cr~ses ~n ~ts h~story. The world econorn1 

fluctuatinP e··chan c er1tze . by such phenomena as hi~h rates of inflation, 
..., .. ee ra es ch · d · · · . the decline of j • ~ ron~c ·1sequ1l1br1a in the balance of payments, 

-- ra\-7 uater~al prices , h . Af · can ana t e resur?,ence of protection1sm. r 1 
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countries in ~eneral , and in particular the least develo,ed, island and lanJ
lockcd countries~ uere hard hit by the consequences of those phenorneni:l. hecause 
of the vulnerability of their economic structures and their exclusion fror-1 
the decision-makin3 process that determined how African peoole were ~oin~ to 
live . The situation was not conducive to the attainment by.African ~oun~ries 
of economic independence or to the achievement of national and collective self
sufficiency as recommended by the Lagos Plan of Action and th;.; :?in'l l ,\ct. 

90. lie deplored the fact that all efforts made to rel!ledy that state of 
aff airs, ]_)articularly in the areas of commodities , manufactures, financial 
resources ~ monetary questions and other matters~ had been futile, oainly 
because of lack of political will on the part of the industrialized countries. 
No pro;;ress had been made towards the establishment of the nev7 international 
econor,Jic order. i:le invited African countries to pool their efforts for narc 
vigorous action focusing on the areas of raw materials. import-substitution 
industries, transfer of technology and capital financinG· In that connection~ 
he laid particular emphasis on the positive role that could be played by the 
Inte3rate cl Proe ranrne for Comr:Jodities and the Common Fund , its prim:~ corn~oncnt. 
He invited African countries to ais at least at producin3 most of the nanufac
tured and ser.:ic·Droccssed nroducts that they cons·_-,;-,ed ~ thus prornotinr, a new 
international division of.labour. He recom~ended that local capabilities shoulG 
be strenGthened in order to assimilate and use external inputs to catalyse local 
initiative and expertise. He suzsested that the channels throu~h.w~i~h Africa~ 1 
countries borro~red should be diversified so as to ensure the acqu1stt1on of rea
resources ~ that developed and develonin~ countries should pool their efforts 
and that the external debt of Africa~ c~untries should be restructured. 

91 . Above al1
9 

he emphasized that African countries \.JOuld have to stren~then 
~heir unity and solidarity in order to bring their full weip~t ~o bear ?0 

. 

tnternational ne~otiations. Nevertheless, should such ne~ottattons - wtthtn 
the frame\vork of o UHCTAD GATT the north-South dialozue or another forum. 
"' · ' • d h · t t tn t'f]e ~atl or r each a stalemate the African countries shoul ~ut t e~r rus. · 
recommendations of the La~:o s Plan of Action and the Final Act utth a vfte~·l to 

· · · ., · " t · tne 
bas1nr· their ~evelopment on endo~enous factors • on th~ s~us:a: 100

/ . n 
basic needs of African peoryle and on the socio-economtc realtttes o- Afrtca 
countries . He stressed th~ need to promote and to intensify South-S?uth co-
o · .. . . d rl ets before resortln" to 
peratton and to explolt Afn.can resources an ~a < - . 1 .;: . . t f'rst of all to establls 1 a 

'-ore1~n resources and markets. It was l~portan 1 
• s and then 

new economic and social order at the nattonal and subre~tonal level ! 
to 1 

. . d d tentt"al of other deve lorytn~ 
exp 01 t the economic • soc tal an tra e po ·- · 

countrie5. 

92 . Ge hoped that the tvJenty-fifth anniversary o~ F.CA w?uld prov~de t:~ve 
op · · r.f · thetr corrontment anc. res to 

portuntty for African count!"l.CS to rea.:. trm ; . ~- ., . . " _ - ~ .... ~ _ .. rn, ~· 1 , t- '·h e .. .. 3 .-~ - T 1 ~ . u .,t · 1 ·-- ·-C ~ ln 
aKe the La,.,.os Plan of Action and the !:'ln'l , .. ,c- '-· - _, ,_ .. !':- ... .., .. ~ ·; - · ;., tl'"" 

r.h · "'. . · · 1 trP n1nth meet1n'; o.. ·~ 
'-· e:r econom1.c and soctal development. lie 1.nvttec h - ff"' t anc1. recomner.de•.1 
Conrerence of Hinisters to formulate proposals to t at eh __ _ cthan rt' sl· uaterin•· 
th · · d res rat er ·- -
, at ECA should adopt well-defined, ltmtte measu 
~own its influence by over-extensive ones. 
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93. He commended the steps taken at the subre~ional level to implement the 
Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act, which had resulted in the establishment 
of institutions such as ECOHAS, UNDEAC and CEPGL, not to mention the efforts 
being made to establish the economic community of Central African States. 

94. He appealed to African States to show a spirit of sacrifice in the interest 
of the subregional and continent-wide communities. He called upon them to 
strengthen their solidarity and harmonize their activities further because they 
would have to count on themselves above all in the fip,ht for their economic 
development a8ainst the rich selfish countries. 

95. H.E. Hr. Oumarou Hamane, Prime t1inister of the Uiger, conveyed to the 
meeting the warm p,reetinp,s and good wishes for success of the Governrnent.and 
people of the Nip,er. He thanked H.E. Colonel Nensistu Haile Hariam, Chauman 
of the Provisional ~1ilitary Administrative Council and COPlJE and Conmander-in
Chief of the Revolutionary Army of Socialist Ethiopia for the warm welcome 
accorded to his delegation and to himself. 

95. The Economic Commission for Africa had been the first attempt to organize 
intra-African solidarity. Later, ECA, together with the Orp,anization of African 
Unity, had been the focal point for mobilizin~ international assistance for the 
youn~ African States. ECA had made efforts to transcend local assessment of 
problems and had endeavoured to evaluate the overall situation in Africa and to 
seek global solutions to the many difficulties facing the continent. ~mong t he 
achievements of ECA were studies on various sectors of economic and soc1al 
development. formulation of the specific projects and programmes and the 
recommendation of measures and means of actiun. Those achievements had 
culminated in the OAU Economic Summit in Lap,os in 1980. 

97. He analysed Africa's economic and social situation after 20 years of 
independence and regretted the failure of the strateoies which had been 
implemented prior to the adoption of the Lagos Plan ~f Action. Africa had the 
lowest per capita income in the world; many of its inhabitants lived in rural 
areas; ~n~ its .le;rels of pr~ductivity were very low. It \vas plagued ~Jith r 
malnutr1t1on, 1ll1teracy, h1gh levels of mortality and unemployment and was v~ Y 
heav~ly dependent on ~he outside world, besides other problems. That state ~t _ 
affa1rs had resulted 1n uncompromising self-criticism and a spirit of determ1na 
t~on which had facilit~ted the adoption of the Lagos Plan of Action and the 
F1nal Act of Lagos, wh1ch were all the more justified since in addition to 
Africa's already bleak prospects, the current world economi~ crisis had worsened. 
African countries were witnessing a continuino deterioration in their terms of 
trarle ~hich ~rought in their wake inflation, increased interest rates and a more 
:xpens1ve.Un~ted Stat~s dollar, that had added to their external debt and made 
1t more d1ff1cult to 1mport essential commodities and have access to capital 
markets. 

98. It was the:efore extremely ur~ent to implement the Laoos Plan of Action. 
In t~at con~ectlon, to~ priority programmes should be impl~mented as soon as 
poss1ble tJh;le those WHh a lower priority should be implemented after the · -
survey on tne world economic situation had been completed. The hishest priorlt Y 
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should be accorded to achieving self-sufficiency in food production controllin~ 
desertification, drought, etc. ECA should give maximum assistance ~o States L 

members in implementins lar8e-scale regional and subregional water projects. 
tvith specific reference to the Nieer, the Kandadj i hydro-electric dam was of 
crucial importance. 

99. Another major priority was the transport and communications sector in 
which ECA could make a vital contribution. In that connection, he welcomed 
the proclamation and commencement of the United Nations Transport and 
Communications Decade in Africa and stressed the importance of developin~ 
road~ rail~ air and maritime networks to the Niser which was a land-locked 
country. That was why his country had contributed to the implementation of 
the Trans-Saharan Highway project and the Pan-African Telecommunications 
Network project. Similarly, his country was co-operating with Benin, the Ivory 
Coast, the Upper Volta and Toso in order to construct a railway network in the 
subregion. 

100. Another top priority which was an essential ingredient in any development 
policy 'oJas training and education. He told the meeting of the efforts made 
by his country in that field and the results that had been achieved. He also 
praised ECA's efforts which had culminated in the establishment of an institute 
for training planners, a centre for aerial surveys, an institute for.higher 
technical training and research, etc. He paid tribute to the Execut1ve 
Secretary and staff of ECA for the work they had accomplished over the past 
25 years. 

101. African countries had to make great sacrifices to bridge the wide ~ap 
separating the poor nations from the highly industrialized :ich ones. ~1s Olm 

country had embarked on a path of self-development and had JUSt accompllshed 
an important step in that direction by l~ying down the structu:es for the. 
Development Society of the Niger which would be an invaluable 1nstrument 

1
n 

achievins economic and social welfare. 

102 
• t · to close their ranks 

• He concluded by appealing to Afr1can coun r1es 
in order to achieve genuine and active solidar1ty in a world characterized 
by amazing selfishness and useless factional disputes. 

103 · The Secretary-General of the United Nations extended a t-larm welcome t~ 
a~l participants and expressed how greatly he valued the opportunity to e~c an~e 
Vlews a~:;ain uith so many Heads of State on issues of great concern to Afnca 

and to the United Nations. 
I . . 1 conference in support of the 
04. The proceedings of the current Lnternatlona . S t had left a profound 

Namibian people and his recent tour of the front-l1ne 'bt~ es d apartheid on 
im · · f th roblems of Nam1 1a an press1on of the repercuss1ons o e P · d by the drafters 
peace and security in southern Africa. As had been rec?gn

1
zde · 1 <:> .• ~v:mc c"J.::nt 

of h . lasting econom1c an socla 
t e Charter of the United Nat1on~,. no . Th United Nations, 

Was possible without political stahLlLty and securlty. d ~n the search for 
frequently in conjunction with OAU ~ had l~n~ b~en e~{aee Unfortunately. efforts 
Peaceful solutions to the continent's pol1t 1 ca . P

1
r
1

o etms.t with success despite 
to l h Africa had stl no me , so ve the problems of sout ern . d . f Security Counc1l 
the progress achieved in particular slnc: thefa ~pt1o;r~blems would have an 
resolution 435 (1978). Yet, the resolutlon o tlose t of the entire region . 

. - . . h nomlc deve opmen "~ely benef1c1al effect on t e eco ' 
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lOS. He had frequently stressed that the machinery provided in the Charter for 
the pe3ceful resolution of conflicts, particularly the Security Council, was 
available to all member States and required only their politicnl will to be 
effective. His good offices were always available in findinr settlements to_ 
contentious issues. The United Nations would continue to offer all possible 
assistance to Africa to forestall conflict and promote greater understandine. 

106. The Commission had been the first inter-~overn~ental orcanization in 
Africa to cover the whole continent, followed by OAU, and it l!as most ~ratifyinz. 
to see the excellent co-operation which had crown up between the two 
orGanizations. The Commission should derive satisfaction from its pioDeering 
role in the economic and social developnent of the continent and he expressed 
gratitude to those who had laid the foundations of the Commission and to the 
present Executive Secretary and his dedicated staff. 

107. The Commission had cained remarkable experience during its quarter of 
a century of existence. Its staff represented a most useful concentration 
of expertise. Technical co-operation with other regional commissions had 
been intensified and collaboration with the specialized a~encies enlar~ed. 
There vJas however still a g:ap between the Cornmissio .1 1 s resources and the vast 
needs of the re3ion . 

108. The anniversary session was ri~htly focusing on a revie\.J of economic and 
social development over the past 25 years and the prospects for the cominr, 
decades. The seriousness of the situation was reflected in the fact that 
26 African countries were now classified as least developed as compared to 
In ten years previously. It was of greatest importance therefore that the 
international community should give its full support to the implementation of 
the Substantial New Programme of Action for the least developed countries and 
mobilize the necessary resources. 

109. Despite the progress made in many fields~ extreme poverty was stil~ the 
lot of about 35 per cent of African population. Large areas of the contJ_nent 
had been made desolate or unproductive because of drought desertification , over
grazing, soil erosion and so forth. He was therefore ver; ~lad that the 
Technical Preparatory Committee of the t~ole had recommended that a special 
study should be undertaken on climatic changes in Africa and he would mobilize 
the efforts of the United Nations system to carry out the study. 

llO. The causes of such problems, together with the issues of unemployment, 
rural-urb~n exodus, inadequate housing and communications, extensive illiteracY 
and un~at1sfactory health services, had to be carefully examined. At the 
domest1c leve~, more.had to be done to mobilize the enormous potential of human 
resour~es ava1lable 1n. the continent, develop appropriate projects , improve. . t 
domest1c marke~s~ prov~de adequate incentives to producers and work out ef~lclen 
systems ?f admlnls~rat1on. As far as external factors were concerned? Afrlca 
was feel1no- the r>r1evous · t f · · h 

• u. • o • lmpac o the cr1ses 1n the Global economy and t e .. n 
flag~1n~ S~1r1t of lnternational co-operation,manifested in slack demand, rlslOu 
pro=e~~lon~sm an~ falline terms of trade. As he had stressed at the recent 
nl'on a _ 1Gne summlt, a concerted economic recovery policy was ur~ently needed . 
-,e re<>retted that effort t 1 L' l d 
and h~ped th t th f s ? aunch.global negotiations were still dcadlocte 
understand· a f e orthcom1ng sess10n of UNCTAD tvould rro!'lote a better 

ln8 o the problems. 

'.·; 
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Ill. The Lagos Plan of Action had been designed inter alia to reducP the 
harm~ul impact of external shocks but its implementation required th; L:t2.l 
comm~t~ent of th~ Governments and peoples of Africa. In that rerard, it \l::s 
essent~al to mon~tor the Lagos Plan and mobilize international support. In 
that context the co-ordination role of ECA assumed special importance. 

112. He was happy to note that the Addis Ababa Declaration reaffirmed African 
Governments ' support for the Commission and he would continue to ~ive highest 
priority to strenethenin3 the role of the regional commissions. 

113. He expressed his deep appreciation to the Government and people of 
Ethiopia for the generous hospitality they had extended to the United Nations 
over the past quarter of the century and for the facilities they had ~encrously 
provided for the secretariat of the Commission. 

114. There had been~ transformation in the continent, thanks to the process 
of decolonization. Political independence, however, had to be followed by 
massive efforts to assure a life of di3nity and hope for the people and that 
was the subst~nce of the challenge facing the leadership of Africa. To rise 
to it Africa needed unity, the full mobilization of the resources of the 
continent and the assistance of the entire international community. He 
hoped that they \JOuld be forthcoming to enable Africa to plan a future worthy 
of its people and their aspirations. 

115. The Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity first paid 
resoundine homage to the African spirit, the hospitality and the generosity of 
Socialist Ethiopia and thanked the Ethiopian authorities, most particularly 
Comrade tiengistu Haile Hariam, for the efforts and the sacrifices tha~ h~d been 
made to ensure that ECA' s Silver Jubilee 'VJas celebrated in the roost flttlnG 
Manner. He also thanked all the Heads of State present as \Jell as the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations for having graced the Jubilee with 
their presence thus underscoring the importance that they attached to the 
, ' aevelopment of Africa. 

116. He recalled the historical conditions prevailing in Africa 25 years 
earlier when ECA had come into being. The Commission had provided ~ forum 
which ~rouped to3ether the few independent African State~ and Colomal Pmvers 
of the time each of which had their o~m ideas about Afrlcan developnent. The 
independent?African States held the view, summed up in President Nkrumah:s 
words, that development meant a modern economy at the ~ervice of ~he Af:lcan 
people while the colonial Powers imposed in those Afr~can countrles st~ll 

d 
• · · d t · n geared to markets 

un er the1r rule a pattern of product~on an consump ~0 • wo 
outside Africa. The accession of many African countr~es t~ ~~dependen~~ntto 
years after ECA ahad been established had enabled the Cornrn1ss~on. t~ be,; 
· d · · h h d I ted in a pos~uve turn 
1 ent~fy itself totally with Afr~ca. T at a resu . f 
of events despite the difficulties that had had to be overcome ln terms 

0 

Planning and operations. 
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111. ECA's work had been handicapped by the particularly difficult economic 
and social situation that Africa had inherited on achieving independence, the 
result of several centuries of slave trade and almost 100 years of colonial 
domination. Those burdens had greatly impeded the development of Africa. 

---.. 

In the circumstances, ECA member States had had to formulate a new economic 
philosophy that broke with the past and set the continent on the path to a 
modern economy throughout Africa. where all the productive forc es of the region 
would be involved in the organization and development of African econcmic 
space. The new States also had to conceptualize and define a new economic 
policy with a view to showing ECA, now an entirely African institution, the 
way to performing effectively the tasks expected of it. Perhaps because they 
had failed to seize that singular historic opportunity, African States had 
not been able to derive the maximum advantage from ECA. 

118. However, the Commission had been quick to react and had, in the course 
of the past 25 years, achieved a number of successes that made it a technical 
instrument beyond comparison. It had for example established the MULPOCs 
which provided a machinery for tackli~g the immense problems of subregional 
development. Often in concert with its younger sister, OAU, ECA, had contribut
ed to the establishment of a great number of other regional and subregional 
co-operation institutions in various social and economic development sectors. 

119. Since ECA was a technical economic research body of the United Nations, 
it could not on its own find panaceas for the development problems of Africa. 
Like ether regional commissions, it could only seek to promote a policy of 
intra-African co-operation that would enable independent sovereign States to 
harmonize their economic relations. Its success in that area could be assured 
only to the extent that African States provided the guidelines and agreed to 
implement the proposals ECA put forward. A proper appraisal of ECA's perform
ance over the past 25 years could be made only in light of the effective role 
played by African States. 

120. Afr ica's current s ituation had been worsened ·by the structural crisis in 
the world economy. In particular, per capita production had fallen, as had 
world prices of raw materials. Other problems included balance-of-payments 
de f icits, increasing external indebtedness, malnutrition, unemployment and. 
underemployment. It was unfortunate that protectionism should again rear 1ts 
ugly head in the industrialized countries . It was equally unfortunate that 
global negotiations had never got off t he ground and the Common Fund Agreement 
had never been ratified. That situation had been the reason underlying the 
ho~ding of the Monr~via Symposium which ha.d, in its turn, led to the ela"l;>or
at1on.of the Monrov1a Strategy and the adoption of the Lagos Plan of Act1on 
and F1n~l Act of La?os whose basic tenets were self-sustaining development and 
collect~ve self-rel1ance. 

121 • The implementation of t he Lagos Plan of Action and Final Act depended ~n 
a.host of.factors,.not the least of which was political will. The responsib~-
11ty for 1mplement1ng the Plan and the Act rested first and foremost with the 
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African States and not exclusively on the secretariats of OAU and ECA. In 
that conne~ti?n, ~he ~fforts made by ECA member States to set up subregional 
geo-econom1c 1nst1tut1ons such as ECOWAS, PTA and the soon-to-be-established 
Economic Community of Central African States were commendable. The unific
ation of Africa needed to be speeded up and should remain the prime objective 
of national action. The sincere and effective co-operation that existed 
between the OAU and ECA secretariats could play an important role in that 
regard. He hoped that such co-operation would continue to be intensified 
whatever happened in the future. 

122. He congratulated the Commission, its Executive Secretary and entire 
staff for the work done in the service of Africa's socio-economic development 
over the past 25 years. 

Congratulatory messages 

123. The following messages were read out by the respective heads of 
delegation and observers: 

124. H.E. Mr. Bendjedid Chadli, General Secretary of the FNL Party, President 
of the Democratic and Popular Republic of Algeria presented his heartfelt 
congratulations to the Conference and the ECA secretariat, which had unceas
ingly and dynamically placed itself in the service of the integrated develop
ment of the African continent. OAU and ECA constituted a bulwark against any 
attempts to introduce divisions in the unity of the African continent. Algeria 
would continue, as in the past, to work for the strengthen~ng of ~ntra-African 
relations. It would spare no effort to participate fully 1n the lmplement-
ation of the Lagos Plan of Action. 

125. He congratulated all who were contributing t~.the ad~ancement a: the 
African people and in particular Mr. Adebayo Adede~~ fo: h1s outstand1 ng 
efforts for the development of Africa. He also pa1d tr1bute to the pe~ple 
and Government of Ethiopia for their contrinued contribution to the unlty of 
the African continent. 

12(). H.E. Mr. Mathieu Kerekou, President of the.Republic a: Benin, Headc~~tral 
State President of the National Executive Counc11 and Presldent.of.the 
C ·' • t 'd that the CommlSSlOn had 
omm1ttee of the Popular Revolut1onary Par y, sa1 

• C ·1 to extriente 
been established 25 years ago by the Economic and Soclal ouncl . 1 h d 
the African continent from underdevelopment and poverty. Its survlvath ~ 
been due to the dynamism of its leaders and he congratul~ted tfhtemh ?n st:~; 

• th t h ical expert1se o e1r • 
constant spirit of co-operat1on and e ec n 

1 . . t !"mate in international relations, 
27. Despite the particularly d1ff1cul c 1 f 'ts limited resources and 
o~er the last five years, ECA had.made best use o l including the Transport 
had been involved in various cruc1al Decade_programmes,t D d 

d t · 1 nevelopmen eca e. 
and Communications Decade and the In us rla 
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128. Again, despite the current economic problems, all African Governments 
had maintained their firm belief in the Lagos Plan of Action, which was being 
implemented slowly but surely, particularly at the subregional level. He 
mentioned in that connection the recent ministerial meeting of ECOWAS held in 
Cotonou, where member States had demonstrated the political will to co-ordinate 
their national development plans. Referring to the need for collective and 
individual self-reliance, he said that time had come for member States to opt 
more and more for subregional projects and to co-ordinate and rationalize 
the many regional and subregional institutions in Africa. Other areas of 
particular concern to his country were the establishment of an African 
communications network, the creation of an African common market, the prepar
ation of realistic short-, medium- and long-te~ programmes and harmonization 
of the medium-term programmes in the Lagos Plan with the programmes of the 
various Decades proclaimed by the United Nations system. Efforts should be 
made to ensure that Africa would account for 2 per cent of world industrial 
production by the year 2000. Equally, African economies must cease being so 
outward-looking since, as exporters of raw materials, they were particularly 
vulnerable to the effect of the economic problems of the outside world. 
Instead, Africa must mobilize all its domestic resources and become self-reliant. 

129. He expressec deep appreciatirn to the Commission for its assistance to 
his country in m~ny areas and in particular in compiling economic aggregates, 
undertaking a diagnostic study of the economy, and in establishing the house
hold survey programme. 

130. In conclusion, he thanked the Chairman and people of Ethiopia for their 
solidarity and hospitality. 

131. H.E. Mr. Ahmed Abdallah Abderemane, President of the Islamic Federal 
Republic of the Comoros.expressed, on behalf of the people of the Comoros, 
the Government and on h1s own behalf, sincere greetings and best wishes for 
~uccess to those participating in the Silver Jubilee. Although it was a newly 
1ndependent co~try, the Comoros had been following the difficult phases t~at 
~CA had been go1ng throu~h to become an African organization and to establ1sh 
1tself_as_a lead ~gency 1n ~he struggle for the liberation, development and the 
econom1c 1ntegrat1on of Afr1ca. 

132. Vari?us difficulties had not managed to stifle the profound aspirations 
of the Afr1can peoples; thus 25 years later, the results of the remarkable 
efforts made by those who had steered the destinies of ECA were there for all 
to see. He c?ngrat~lat:d the current Executive Secretary of ECA and his entire 
staff for the1r ded1cat1on to Africa. -

133. The achiev:ments of ECA, especially the MULPOCs and the Preferential 
Trade Area to c1te but a f 1 · ' ' • . ew_examp es, deserved h1gh praise because they • 
~~~mated econom1c a~d soc1al 1ntegration. After 25 years of service to Afr1ca, 

va2Cso'otogetber W1th OAU, ready to establish an African common market by the year , 
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134. He, together with the people and the Government of the Comoros, ~ished 
to see Africa totally liberated and adopting a united stand in all international 
situations and negotiations. 

135. H.E. Colonel Denis Sassou-Nguesso, President of the People's Republic of 
the Congo, extended his sincere congratulations to the Executive Secretary of 
the Economic Commission for Africa for his efforts to attain the economic and 
social development of Africa. He reaffirmed his support for the various activi
ties contained in the Lagos Plan of Action, in particular those connected ~ith 
the Trans-African Highway project aimed at providing land-locked countries 
access to the sea, and those aimed at establishing an African Honetary Fund. 

136. He called upon the African community to use the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of the Commission as a time to conduct a critical appraisal of the past and to 
make serious projections for the future so as to strengthen the determination 
and solidarity of African States to achieve greater efficiency. 

137. H.E. Mr. El Hadj Hassan Gouled Aptidon, President of the Republic of 
Djibouti, first of all thanked Comrade Mengistu Haile Mariam for the ~arm and 
brotherly welcome accorded to his delegation since its arrival in Addis Ababa. 

138. He recalled that the Commission had been established after a number of 
African States had achieved independence. It had provi~ed ~ forum ro: study, 
reflection and action geared towards the economic emanc1pat10~ of Afr1ca: . 
Through the achievements of the Commission, Africa had taken 1ts place ~lthln 
the community of nations. However, much remained to be done before Afr1ca 
co1.1.ld achieve economic independence. 

139 • H. E. Mr, Hosni Mubarak President of the Arab Republic of Egypt said that 
25 years earlier Egypt had'participated in the establishment of a small ~ro~p 
f · · ' · · th t f d the nucleus of the Con:.:m1ss1on. o n1ne 1ndependent Afr1can countr1es a orme . the 

Since that time Egy~t had followed closely the growth and achl:vements a: 
C ' '"' · d · d econom1c and soc1al ommission. ECA was to be commended for hav1ng es:g~e . 
solutions to Africa's problems. Nigeria deserved SliDllar commendatlon.for 
h · · lt d · the Lagos Plan of Act1on. He ost1ng the economic summ1.t that bad resu e ln . · d 
extended to the Commission the participants in the Silver Jubllee sesslon an 
the Heads of State and Gov~rnment present in Addis Ababa the warmest congra-
tulations and best wishes of the people of Egypt. 

14 . p ·d t of the Republic of the G~~bi~, ?· H.E. Sir Dawda Ka1raba Jawara,. resl en.d d r•ttlng moment to revie~ 
sa1d the occasion of the Silver Jubllee pro~l e. a 11

1 
fields of deve1opnent 

a d A' ·ce to Afr1ca 1.n a 
n assess 25 years of EC s.ts:rv~ly the continuing ccmplex development 

activities and to examine cr1. 1ca . •th k · terest ECA' s . . . h d been fol1owlng Wl. een ln 
cr1s1s Africa was facing. H1s country .a d 1 pment ideas and initiatives 
~ctivities which constituted a foc~l ~ol.nt.forthev~ 0 

ission had been transfor~ed 
l.n the r~gion. Despite numerous dlfflcultles 7 o~ ramming and operational 
from a research oriented organization to a dynam:c pr Hg hoped that ECA vith the 
or . 1 t needs of Afr1ca. e . ' . gan respons1ve to the deve opmen 1d t·nue to prov1de ass1stance 
d t · · b States wou con 1 
~ erm1nat1on and support of mem er ' 
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~n restructuring and redirecting Africa's economy towards its declared goal 
of collective self-reliance and self-sustaining development based on equity 
and justice. His country was marking the occasion by organizing a number of 
activities which would provide an opportunity f or critical reflection on 
the state of its development. He finally extended best wishes to the Commission 
in its task of promoting the advancement of African peoples through the 
implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action. 

141. H.E. Flt. Lt. Jerry John Rawlings, Chairman of the Provisional National 
Defence Council of the Republic of Ghana, commended the Commission for its 
contribution to the development of Africa. The Commission had provided ~ 
convenient and singular forum for the war against colonialism, racism and 
apartheid. He underscored the confidence which the international community 
placed in the regional commissions in general as manifested in the recent 
decision of the United Nations to enhance their role so as t o enable them to 
function as the main general economic and social development centres within 
the United Nations system for their respective regions. The dual mandate of 
the Commission as a United Nations body and as an African institution could 
best be fulfilled if it acted as an effective partner in Africa's search for 
economic and social development. He hoped that in the imr.1ediate future, ECA 
would use its expertise and data to advance action-oriented proposals to meet 
Africa's needs and serve its interests. 

142. H.E. Mr. Ahmed Sekou Toure, President of the People's Revolutionary 
Republic of Guinea, extended his most cordial cc·m::-atulations to ECA for the 
work accomplished over the past 25 years in promotiq~ l1frica 1 s socio-economic 
development. He expressed the hope that ECA would i~-ru · r' ;.;; "fy .its efforts by 
gearing them to meet the urgent needs of Africans. In ·1 ·. , : r ·: J i":!.Td, he strongly 
emphasized that the Commission could fully and effectively :• ·~ ,~ : '11.·'. ~ •;I: its 
task only by adhering to the spirit and letter of the Lag~s fJ., , ,· ·.: • \ . ; ~:;_nn 
and Final Act of Lagos. 

143. H. E. r.u-. Felix Houphouet-Boigny, President of the Republic of the ;_-l(;r.;:y 
Coast, commended the courage of the Economic Commission for Africa which con
tinued its honourable struggle to emancipate Africa and to lead it out of the 
aby~s of misery and povert~ in which it had long languished. He reiterated h~S 
des~re to see the twenty-f~fth anniversary mark Africa's progress and prosper~
ty with a new splendour. 

144. H.E. Mr . Samuel K. Doe , Commander-in-Chief Head of State and Chairman 
of th: People's Redemption Council of the Republic of Liberia extended warmest 
greet~ngs t~ ECA on behalf of the Government, the people of Liberia and on his 
own behalf. 

145. ~he birth.of ECA had come about at the urging of the then independent 
c~untr~es and w~th th: co-operation of other far-sighted member States at a 
t~mel ~htetn.most of Afr~ca was struggling against colonial domination and 
exp 01. a ~on. 

I 
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146. He stressed the importance of the approach adopted by ECA in focusing 
its activities on regional and subregional co-operation in order to achieve 
the aims and objectives set by member States and lauded its achievements. He 
cited as an example the establishment of the West African Rice Development 
Association established by 14 West African States to improve rice breeding 
and production in the subregion. He then noted the historic Lagos Plan of 
Action which had its orgins in Monrovia through the Symposium hosted by Liberia. 

147. Finally, he thanked ECA and congratulated the Executive Secretary and 
his devoted staff for their service to Africa and wished them continued 
success. 

148. H.E. General Moussa Traore, Secretary-General of the Democratic Union 
of the Malian People and President of the Republic, extended his congratulations 
to ECA for the commendable contribution it had made to the implementation of 
African national development plans. He assured the Commission that the people 
of Mali were entirely at its disposal to work towards the success of joint 
undertakings. He invited the international ccmmunity to support the work of 
the Commission. 

149. His Majesty Hassan II, King of Morocco, extended h~s.greetings ~o ECA 
and recalled the close economic, social, cultural and splr1tual.relatlons the. 
Kingdom had always maintained with other African co~~tries ~esp1te ~he b~lkanlz
ation of the continent and erection of artificial barriers 1n col~nlal tlmes. 
Morocco had thereby participated actively in achieving African unlty and had 
been a founder member of ECA. 

150. Since its establishment the Commission had made great headway i~ itsd 
endeavours to fulfil the aspi;ations of the African peoples ~or econ~mlc ahn 

. . • food secur1ty stud1es, t e soc1al development part1cularly 1n such areas as · 
development of nat~al resources the improvement of transport and communlca
t · • ' • Th - · rity accorded to those areas lons facilities and industriallzat1on. · e prlo d 
~auld help to bring about integrated economic and social development an 
lndividual and collective self-reliance. 

15 h the Commission and hosted s 
1. Morocco had always striven to strengt. en, . the North African 

several of the institutions established by 1t.lnclud;n~ t tion and staff on 
MDL:oc. His Majesty,therefore,congratulated 1 ts a~ln~~e~=then relations 
the1r achievements and for the work they had done 0 5 

among African countries. 
152. . Republic of Senegal, said that 

H.E. Mr. Abdou D1ouf, Pre~iden~ ~f the ffecting Africa more than any 
at a time when the world econom1c crlsls was a dopted to cop~ 
oth • . 1 r that the measures a 

. er reg1on of the world, 1t was c ea lt What was needed then 
~lth the crisis had not yielded the expected resu. gs.existing regional and 
~as t d . . • t rated manner, usln . . o evelop Afr1ca 1n an 1n eg . t a-African co-operat1on. 
Subregional institutions and to strengthen 1n r 
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153. The Silver Jubilee provided the occasion to take stock of the activities 
of the Commission as the main development centre for the African region in the 
United Nations system with a view to ensuring the implementation of the Lagos 
Plan of Action. He therefore called on the Conference to propose ways of 
giving new impetus to the activities of the Commission; on the secretariats 
of ECA and OAU to indentify possible areas of co-operation; and on the inter
national community to provide greater support to ECA and particularly to the 
MULPOCs. 

154. He reaffirmed Seneg&l's active support for the Commission. 

155. H.E. Dr. Siaka Stevens, President of the Republic of Sierra Leone, noted 
that the Commission had been established 25 years ago to act as an organization 
for institution-building with the concrete objective of finding solutions to 
Africa's socio-economic problems. The Commission, he noted, become a sympathe
tic forum for the exchange of ideas relevant to the specific needs of the 
African situation and had taken giant strides, far out-stripping the expect
ations of those days. It had become operational in many fields and instilled 
in African countries greater awareness of development needs. He expressed the 
hope that the years ahead would witness sustained growth in the Commission's 
activities and that ECA and member States would together contribute towards 
ushering in that era of African development for which the continent was so. 
patiently and vigorously striving. He extended Sierra Leone's congratulat1ons 
and renewed confidence in the staff of the Commission, 

156. H.E. Mr. Gaafar Mohamed Numeiri, President of the Democratic Republic ~f 
the Sudan, in sending the best wishes and warmest regards of the people of h1S 

country on the twenty-fifth anniversary of ECA recalled that the Commission ' s 
first Executive Secretary had been one of his ~ountrymen. Since its establish
ment, the Commission had fought for Africa's economic liberation and cultural 
development, ~nd after the foundation of OAU, had joined with it in speeding 
up the econom1c growth and social development of the continent. 

157. He reaffirmed his country's support for ECA and wished it every success 
in attaining its objectives. 

158. H.E. Gene:al Gna~si~gbe Eyadema, President of the Republic of Togo~s~idc 
that the ~conom1c Comm1ss1on for Africa had given ample proof of its eff1c1en Y 
and_capac1t~ to promote the economic, social and cultural development of the 
Afr1can reg1on. 

~59. A~ a time when the future of mankind was constantly endangered by an 
:ncreas1~g number of local conflicts and the disquieting and ever present 
1nternat1onal eco~omic crisis, ECA had, more than ever, to direct its efforts 
t~wa:ds safeguard1ng the welfare of the African people and ensuring human 
d1gn1ty. 
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160. The Government and people of Togo were determined to extend maxinum 
co-operation and support to the Commission in carrying out its noble objectives. 

161. H.E. _Mr. Ha~ib.Bourguiba,.President of the Republic of Tunisia, praised 
the Econom1c Comm1ss1on for Afr~ca for the dynamism and imagination it had 
demonstrated since its establishment by contributing to the search for 
appropriate solutions to the economic and social problems of African countries. 
He hailed the results obtained in that area despite the Commission's limited 
resources and the diversity of the obstacles encountered by Africa. He stress
ed the Commission's role in supporting the efforts of African countries to 
meet many challenges in order to consolidate their independence and raise the 
standard of living of their people. The Lagos Plan of Action was the best 
tool the Commission had with which to carry out its activities. 

162. H.E. Dr. A. Milton Obote, President of the Republic of Uganda sent 
fraternal greetings to all participants at the Silver Jubilee of the Economic 
Commission for Africa. The 25 years of its existence had witnessed such 
successes as the elireination of colonialism in the majority of African 
countries. With the adoption of the Lagos Plan of Action and the commitment 
to an eventual African Economic Community, Africa expressed determination to 
take charge of its economic destiny. The collective will to establish economic 
co-operation, as manifested in the establishment of ECOWAS and the PTA, had 
been very significant. Physical integration to facilitate inter-State trade 
~as also of utmost importance. Africa had to look into the structural and 
lnstitutional changes that were required to realize a common market in accord
ance with the prosramme laid down in the Final Act of Lagos. 

163. H.E. Mwalimu Julius K. Nyerere, President of the United Repub~ic,of 
Tanzania, congratulated the Commission on its laudable work for Afrlca.s 
economic and social development and for which it had become a focal P

010
t for 

Africa's continental collective endeavours to eradicate poverty and ~ccelerate 
social progress. It had played a key technical role in the pre~aratlo~ of the 
Lagos Plan of Action which was Africa's keen desire for collect1ve actlon. 

l64, While Africa had made much social and economic progress in the 
19

tOs that 
and the 1970s as a result of national and collective efforts, it was clear 

f f being overcome and had 
many of the problems facing member States were ar rom . ' . e · t tiona! situat1on. The pr1mary 

ven worsened owing to the unfavourable ln erna t d "th those 
responsiblity for dealing with African development problems res e ~ld The 
countries themselves and intensifie~ and c~ncertedc:!!~~~st:e~~o~:ee~f~rts 
concept of co-operative and collectlve actlon wa~CA b" h had to spearhead 
and it provided the most important challenge to w 

1 ? t" economic co
Africa's effort by helping to sustain and stren~th~n ex~se~~!ctively instruments 
Operation programmes so that they could become ru y an h uld be taken not to 
of_Africa's economic and political independence. Ca~: ~ 0 

re too ambitious 
brlng discredit on that concept through programmes w lC we 
t b 0 e practicable. 
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165. The Government and people of the United Republic of Tanzania were 
confident that ECA would continue the task of building a new Africa and 
pledged their support and co-operation in that task. 

166. H.E. Medecin-Commandant Jean-Baptiste Ouedraogo, Chairman of the 
People's Salvation Council and Head of State of the Upper Volta, congratulated 
ECA for the relentless efforts it continued to make in assisting African ~ ·F le 
to acquire the necessary means of satisfying their basic needs. The Upper 
Volta would continue to support the work of the Commission and would spare 
no effort for the successful implementation of Lagos Plan of Action and relevant 
United Nations resolutions on the development of developing countries and in 
particular of the least developed among them. 

167. His Eminence Cardinal Casaroli of the Secretariat of State of the Holy 
See extended the warm and prayerful best wishes of His Holiness Pcpe John 
Paul II on the occasion of ECA's twenty-fifth anniversary. As efforts aimed 
at implementing the Lagos Plan of Action continued with the meeting in Addis 
Ababa to discuss the theme "Africa, past, present and future", His Holiness 
hoped that socio-economic progress would continue to enhance the dignity and 
rights of people. His Holiness invoked God's abundant blessings upon the 
Ministers and other members of the Commission, and hoped that the occasion 
would give renewed impetus to mutual collaboration and ever greater unity among 
all the nations of Africa. 

168. The Government of Argentina transmitted a message of solidarity and 
friendship to the Economic Commission for Africa. It congratulated ECA for 
the useful work it had carried out in the area of research and economic co
operation; and was sure that ECA's activities would bring the peoples of 
Africa and Latin America closer together. 

169. H.E. Mr. Zhao Ziyang, Premier of the State Council of the People's 
Republic of China, expressed, on behalf of the Chinese Government and people, 
warm congratulati?ns to ECA. Since the founding of ECA, the African peo~l: 
had strugg~ed aga~nst colonialism, imperialism, racism and big Power pol~~1cs 
and the Ch~nese Government and people firmly supported African countries 1n 
the struggle to consolidate political independence and achieve economic 
independence. Further, China was ready to develop economic and technological 
co-operation in the African countries and to join Africa in the strengthening 
of South-South co-operation and the establishment of a just new international 
economic order. 

170. The representative of Czechoslovakia pointed out that the anniversary 
session of the Commission was being held at a time of increasing international 
~olitic~l and e:o~omi: problems. He surveyed the arms build up and the 
1nequa~1ty a~d 1~J~Stlce in economic relations. He cited Czechoslovakia's . 
econo~1c, sclent:flc and technological co-operation with African countries, lts 
assoc:ate~ ex~erlences and appealed for a sympathetic world public opinion on 
human1tar1an 1ssues. 
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171. He wished the continent good luck in the task of developing peaceful 
co-operation among nations 1n the interests of the prosperity of all people 
in the whole world. 

172. The representative of France reiterated his country's interest in ECA's 
activities and hoped to welcome the Executive Secretary of ECA to Paris at 
th~ ~nvitation of.French Minister of Co-operation and Development. France was 
se1z1ng the occas1on to renew its support for the oldest of Africa's regional 
organizations. He cited his country's support to such ECA activities as PADIS, 
the Transport and Communications Decade and subregional organizations. He 
appreciated ECA's reflections on the situation in Africa which had brought out 
serious problems in agriculture and food supply, rapid population growth 
requiring more food, education and employment and the deforestation problem. 
Acknowledging the serious economic crisis facing Africa since 1981, which 
tended to make developed countries forget the need of the most vulnerable 
countries, he emphasized the need for greater economic interdependence which he 
regretted had thus far been asymmetrical in the North-South dialogue and to 
the detriment of the South. He cited the problems of fluctuations in the 
international monetary system, energy, food security, debts and of the resources 
and policies of IMF and others as problems whose solution depended on the 
political will of the international community. Noting the interrelationships 
between politics and economics, he hoped that OAU would find solut~o~s to its 
~urrent problems and preserve its unity. He called for.the unc?n~1t1on~l 
lmplementation of Security Council resolution 435 (1978) on Namlb~a. F1nally, 
he expressed the hope that the picture 25 years hence would be br1ghter than 
that. presented at the moment. 

173. The Minister of Foreign Affairs of the German Democratic Repu~lic conveyed 
his best wishes to the Commission on the o~casion on its Silver Jubllee . 
~niversary and congratulated it for its efforts in proroo~ing.peace and economlc 
lndependence He then conveyed to the Commission the sol1darlty of the ?erman 

· · · t the Democratic Republic with the African peoples and pledged 1te assls ~nee ln 
endeavours to overcome the colonial heritage and underdevelopment ln the 
pursuit of a better future. 

174. H. E. Mr • Hans-Dietrich Genscher' Federal Minister for F~reign tAf:baitr~ of the 
F d d th c · sion on 1 ts con r1 u 10n 
e eral Republic of Germany congratulate e oms. . 

t t ' · d't' 10 Afr1ca 
0 he improvement of economic and soc1al con 1 1ons • 

175 · · Af · a which faced a variety of 
• .Regional organizations, espec1~l~y 1n r~c.~ and ECA was transcending 

confl1cts, were indispennable to pol1t~cal stabl11 Y • 
its original purpose in seeking to serve the cause of Afrlca. 

176 . t articipate as far as possible 
• The Federal Government would contlnue 0 P . · · t to help i EC . . f' . 1 and techn1cal ass1S ance 

n A's endeavours by prov1d1ng lnanc 1a . t · f the African 
to secure the independence and right to self-determlna 10n o 
countries, 

--
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177. The representative of India, having transmitted the greetings of the 
Government and the people of India to the meeting, said that ECA hrrd provided 
resurgent Africa with leadership and had spurred a tremendous upsurge of 
developmental activities all over the continent. He extended speci al congratu
lations to the Executive Secretary and his colleagues. 

178. There were exceedingly difficult days ahead because of the l ooming inter
national economic crisis: protectionist barriers were being imposed by develop
ed countries, with a consequent decline in the export earnings of the developing 
countries; commodity markets were contracting; commodity prices were collapsing 
and the prices of raw materials were being manipulated. Inadequate food sup
plies were aggravating that serious situation. 

119. The position of the least developed among the developing countries was 
unenviable. The implementation of the Substantial New Programme of Action 
adopted in Paris in 1981 had not been encouraging. It was to be hoped that the 
world community would give urgent attention to meeting the comrnitment envisaged 
in that programme. 

180. As far as Africa was concerned, the situation was further aggravated by 
the barbarous policies and oppressive practices of the racist r egime of 
Pretoria, which was attempting to destabilize its independent neighbours and 
to perpetuate its colonial domination in Namibia. 

181. The present meeting was taking place soon after the Conference of Heads 
of State or Government of the Non-Aligned countries in New Delhi, which had 
resolved that there was an urgent need for rapid democratization of the inter
national system to usher in the new international economic order. The 
Conference had agreed on steps to promote co-operation in economic and other 
fields to reinforce the position of developing countries in negotiations with 
deve~oped countrie~. I~ had called upon the world community as a whole to 
p~ov1de adequate f1nanc~al and other aid. The developing countries had to oe 
~1ven the.means ?f solv1ng their acute balance-of-payment problems without 
1nterrupt1ng the1r development process. An international conference on mcneY 
and fina~ce for dev:lopment.aimed at proposing measures for comprehensive re
structurlng ?f the 1nternat1onal monetary and financial systems was to be 
convened,.whlle steps should be taken to implement a programme of immediate 
measures 1n :avour.of the developing countries. All those matters should 
receive cons1derat1on by the Conference of Ministers. 

182. ~ndia had been engaged actively in co-operation with other developing. 
countrles over ~he past three decades. India's development strategy recogn1zed 
the ~ge~cy of lntegrated rural development for the alleviation of poverty, . 
and . l~s 1nte~rated rural development programme was designed to reach 15 mill10n 
~amllle~ durlng t~e s~xth five-year plan period 1980-1985 India was now 

Af
1nc~eas 1ngly sharlng 1ts experiences in the field with various countries in r1ca. 
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183. India had given active support to the establishment of a project develop
ment mechanism for techno-economic co-operation among rleveloping countries. The 
speedy implementation of that proposal could contribute towards the development 
of the South. 

184. He also hoped that the draft Statute of the Centre for Science and 
Technology for non-aligned and other developing countries would be approved at 
an early date. India had an intensive programme of TCDC, which during the past 
year had included field training in India for professionals from other develop
ing countries, and the sending of a large number of Indian experts to such 
countries. Nearly 4oo trainees from developing countries had followed courses 
in India during the year and there were thousands of foreign students in Indian 
universities. 

185. India's commitment to Africa went back to the days when India had identi
fied itself with the African cause through Mahatma Gandhi and was in the 
vanguard of the struggle to raise the standard of living of the vast masses of 
deprived people in the world. It was committed to the principle of the collect
ive self-reliance of developing countries. iHe reaffirmed India's solidarity 
with the struggle for development and economic prosperity and he had no noubt 
that Indo-ECA projects would expand and multiply in such a way as to become 
a model of South-South co-operation. 

186. The representative of Italy paid tribute to ECA on its Silver Jubile7 
anniversay. Noting that the message of the Council of the Eu:opean.Comrnunlty 
had dealt with the position of the ten member States, he conf1ned h;mself.to 
areas of Italy's participation in co-operation towards deve~o~m:nt ln Afrlca. 
They included the support Italy had always given to the actlVltles 0~ ECA, 
participation in the efforts of the institutions of the Lome Conventlon, and 
commitments made in international fora particularly in favour of t~e 1:ast 
developed countries ItaJy gave highest priority to Africa includlng 10 . 
particular the Sahei the .Horn of Africa, the Southern ~1editerranean todunttrlb~sl. 

• t d by the es a 1 lz-
and Southern Africa where development problems were aggrava e . . 
ation policies pursued by South Africa. For Italy, bilat:ral co-?peratltO~ 10

0 f 
f d • 1 co operat1on and 1ntegra 10n 
oo self-sufficiency regional and subreg1ona - · 't 

Af · ' · d transport were pr1or1 Y r1can countries, education, health serv1ces an 
sectors. 

18 . s one of the Member States which 
7. The representative of Mexico sald that, a . ·1 resolution esta-

had sponsored the United Nations Economic and so:lal_C?uncl . • 1 bl" h' . Af . MexlcO JOlned Wlth specla 
ls lng the Economic Commiss1on for rlca, t 1 ted the Commission 

satisfaction in the Silver Jubilee celebrations and congra u a 
for its achievements during the last 25 years. 

188 . . ission for the success of its . 
• Mex1co sent its best w1shes to the Comm . . ting between t~e Econo~lC 

future activities and hoped that the co-operat~on.exlfS r Africa would continue 
Colllin · · . . d E omic CommlSSlOn o 1ss1on for Lat1n Amer1ca an con tion in the efforts to 
as an expression of political will for mutual co-opera 
achieve collective self-reliance. 
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189. The Government of Sweden congratulated ECA on the occasion of the Silver 
Jubilee. Noting that about 60 per cent of Sweden's bilateral assistance went 
to African countries, it expressed the wish to see Sweden's assistance con
tribute to the realization of the great development potential of the African 
countries. Sweden considered the United Nations regional commissions as useful 
channels for information flows on a global scale and for economic co-operation 
among developing countries. The Swedish Government commended ECA for its 
achievements in promoting economic development of Africa and for strengthening 
economic relations among African countries and wished it continued success 
in the important tasks of serving African development and integration. 

190. The message from the Council of Ministers of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics recalled the active participation of the Economic Commission for 
Africa in the elaboration of the Monrovia Strategy and the Lagos Plan of Action. 
Africa had done a lot although international imperialism had tried to tie up 
the African nations in chains of neocolonial dependence and had kept them at 
the periphery of the international capitalist economy while controlling the 
natural resources of Africa. The imperialist circles also used the racist 
regime of South Africa to interfere in the affairs of sovereign African States 
and to hinder the implementation of the United Nations decisions on granting 
independence to Namibia. The Soviet Union opposed all attempts to divide 
Africa into "spheres of influence". It supported the struggle for economic 
independence, the sovereignty of African States over their natural resources 
and the establishment of a new international economic order. The Soviet Union 
intended to develop further mutually beneficial co-operation in trade, economic, 
scientific and technical fields with interested independent African States. 
It was concerned about the threat of war and the need t ;:J cnrb the arms race 
since progress in disarmament would permit the release of enormous funds for 
assisting developing countries. 

191. H.E. Mr. Ronald Reagan, President of the United States of .i'Jr,er:c ,., ~; aid 
that his country was proud to have assisted in ECA's development efforts 
through its general contributions and through the Agency for International 
Development. 

192. ECA had been particularly fortunate in the stewardship of the Executive 
Secretar~, who h~d successfu~ly ~ought to lessen the impact of the difficult 
current ~nt:rnat~onal e:o~om~c s~tuation on Africa and who, through the Lagos 
Plan ~f Act~on, was str~v~ng to channel African countries into productive 
pursu~ts. 

193. He was confident that ECA's accomplishment in the next 25 years would 
be even greater than in the past. 

194. The r:presentative.of the Pan-Africanist Congress of Azania (PAC) 
:xp:ess:d s~ncerest grat~tude for the warm welcome extended to PAC and the 
~nv~tat~on to pa:ticipate in the Silver Jubilee anniversary PAC lauded ECA's 
performance and ~ts co t ·b t · . · · l·n n r~ u ~on to the soc~o-economic development of Afrlca the past 25 years. 
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195. The international economic situation and the present world recession 
had an adverse effect on the economies of African States and the root of the 
problem lay in the unequal exchange between the economic North and the 
consumer South. The problem that faced the developing South was that its 
resources were exploited by the economic North for its own advancement and 
development. The only remedy lay in the implementation of the Lagos Plan of 
Action and the Final Act of Lagos which would to a very large extent remove 
Africa's dependence on outsiders and pave the way to self-sufficiency and 
economic independence and finally would enable a united Africa fully to assist 
those still under colonial rule. 

196. Concerning racist and fascist South Africa, he stressed that the Universal 
Declaration on Human Rights stated categorically that all peoples had the richt 
to self-determination and that the white minority Government of racist South 
Africa had denied the majority of inhabitants their national sovereiGnty and 
violated the territorial integrity of their country. He pleaded for continued 
support and assistance from politically free African States as well as from 
individuals • 

197. The Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and Humanitar~an 
Affairs of the United Nations congratulated the Executive Secretary of ECA, the 
staff and all those that had been associated with ECA in the past for the 
many achievements of ECA. ECA and the Centre for Social Development.and 
Humanitarian Affairs had maintained close relations in paying attentlOn to the 
needs of women youth the handicapped and the aging, and cri me prevention. 
For all those ~roups ~f the population, the Centre.for S~cial.Develo~ment and 
Humanitarian Affiars had played an important role 1n~luding, In particular, 
the organization of the 1981 International Year of Disabled Persons, and ~he 
1982 World Assembly on Aging. Now the Centre was or~anizing th~ Inter~:t~~n~~~ 
Youth Year, the World Conference to Review and App:alSe th~ Achievemen the¥ 
United Nations Decade for Women and the seventh Um.ted Nations ~ongre~s 0~ th 
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders. At the regional eAvfe ! e 
f

. t" 1 Youth Year and the rican 
Irst of the regional seminars on the Interna Iona 

preparatory meeting for the seventh Co~gress on Crime Prevention would take 
Place in June and October 1983 respect1vely. 

1 8 . · h d thP most advanced regiona~ 
9 • Among the regions of the wo~ld, Afnca. ~ t -: women's progra.rn:Jes In 

structures in respect of formulat1ng and adminl.S ~rin~ 1-Tomen and the Africa 
the form of the African Training and Research Cen reh MULor POCs Greater 
R · · h k d throug · eg1onal Co-ordinating Committee wh1C wor e C tre regarding wo~en and 
collaboration would be welcome between ECA and theW en under the J·urisdictio~ 

th Decade for omen . 
~artheid. The Voluntary Fund for e b" 1 for promoting innovative 
of the Centre had served as an important.ve 1C e k d by the Fund 118 were in 
Programmes for women and, of the 327 proJects bac e ' 
Africa at a total cost of $7.6 million. 
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199. She referred to the issue of popular and democratic participa~ion adding 
that, in the q~est for a more human society, attention should be pa1d to.the 
long~standing traditional practices of providing welfare, health, educat1onal 
and other social services with a view to ascertaining whether they were 
compatible with existing resources and needs. In that regard i~st~tution~l. 
care could be de-emphasized in favour of self-help and mutual a1d 1n a sp1r1t 
of self-reliance. 

200. In his statement, t~e Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for 
Europe expressed his appreciation at being able to participate in the twenty
fifth anniversary session of ECA. He indicated that in order to counter the 
worsening world economic recession and its impact on developing countries, 
efforts should be made to mobilize the resources of those countries. 

201. He enumerated some of ECE's programmes which might have a direct impact 
on Africa, with emphasis on current co-operation activities between ECE and 
certain African countries particularly as part of the United Nations Transport 
and Communications Decade in Africa. 

202. He had held useful discussions with the Executive Secretary of ECA which 
had enabled him to formulate work programmes that might be of interest to 
African States and propose them to ECE. 

203. He joined his colleagues from other regional commissions in congratulat- · 
ing ECA on its twenty-fifth anniversary and wished it a success in the future 
in carrying out the objectives assigned to it. 

204. The Director of UNSO, said that the silver Jubillee provided an oppor~unity 
to reflect not only on efforts to contribute to socio-economic development 1n 
Africa but also on many problems among which the most pressing and severe, 
according to several representatives, were drought ~nd desertification. 

205. :a devi~e effective and pragmatic ways of dealing with such problems, 
UNSO, 1n fulf~lm:nt of the mandate conferred upon it by the General Assembly~ 
worked closely w1th the Governments of the Sudano-Sahelian region in developlng 
pro~rammes and priority.p~oje:ts dealing with the wide range of problems re: . 
lat1ng to dro~ght rehab1l~tat1on and desertification control. UNSO had mob1l1zed 
and continued t~ mobi~iz7 resources to fund those projects and co-operated with 
the Gover~en~ ~n the~r 1mplementation and monitoring. To date, UNSO's 
colla~orat1on w1th the 19 countries of the Sudano-Sahelian region, including 
the elgh~ States members of the Permanenet Inter-State Committee for Drought 
Co~trol.~n the ~abel (CILSS), involved approximately 4oo projects and programmes 
malnly ~n the flelds of water resources management soil erosion control, range 
management sand d f" t · ' • . une 1 Xa 1on, reforestation a~d fuelwood plantation develop-
ment of a~p~opr:ate technology, renewable sources of energy and the f~rmulation 
of desert1f1cat1on control st t · · t at 
the end of 1982 ~ 64 .ra.egles. The aggregate cost of those proJeC s 
mobilized, UNSow:~-~1 · 0 bllllon of w~ich $488 million had already been 
United N t" J yed the collaborat~on of the various agencies of the 

a ~ons system and stood d t . . . 
fruitful co t' . reay o enlarge and ~ntens1fy 1ts already -opera 1on w~th ECA. 

/ 
/ -
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206. The representative of UNCTAD, speaking on behalf of the Secretary-General 
of his organization, expressed appreciation for the co-operation his organiz
ation had enjoyed with ECA since the establishment of UNCTAD. He particularly 
mentioned co-operation in the field of technical assistance to African sub
regional economic co-operation and integration grouping, land-locked Afric~n 
countries and the transfer and development of technology in Africa. He recalled 
with appreciation the important role played by ECA in ~ssistinr-; African countries 
during the negotiations which were taking place in UNCTAD and hoped ECA wouln con
tinue to mobilize African countries to ensure their effective participation in the 
Sixth Session of UNCTAD which would take place in Belgrade in June 1983. Ee hoped 
that UNCTAD' s relationship with ECA would be strengthened further and expanded, 
particularly in the conte~t of the implementation of the Lagos Plan .:>f Action. 

207. The Executive Director of UNEP extended his most sincere congratulations 
on the occasion of ECA' s Silver Jubilee, a milestone which marked 25 y;ars of 
solid achievement for which UNEP saluted the Executive Secretary and h1s staff. 
The anniversary afforded UNEP an opportunity to reaffirm its commitmen~ to 
regional co-operation in Africa. UNEP had been privileged to see at f1rst_hand 
the effectiveness of ECA and it would take careful note of any recommendat1ons 
emerging from the Conference on how it could strengthen.its alre~dy clos: links 
with ECA. At the 1982 special session of UNEP's Govern:ng Cou~c1l held 1n 
Nairobi 105 Governments had recognized that UNEP had f1rst bu1lt and then 

' ' . ' . 1 d. ECA maintained good working relations with the reg1onal comm1ss1ons, 10c u lng ' 
other agencies and Governments. That same meeting had also :a~l;d f~r a . 
consolidation and extension of UNEP's important regi~nal.actlVlt:es :n Afrlca 
for which the Regional Office for Africa bas~d at Nau~bl 

1 
was pr1m~r1~y . _ 

responsible. While the environmental aimens1on to Afr1ca s eco~om:c 1mpover1sh 
ment had not received enough attention in the past, it was grat1fy1ng to 
note that decision-makers often up to the level of Heads of S~ate! ~ere bec~~
ing increasingly aware or'the need to build resource conservation 1~f~ ovt:ra 

bl deforestation desertl lCa 10n, 
economic development so that such pro eros as ' · f 'ld 
soil erosion the spread of environmental diseases, destruct1onh? hw~ere only 
genetic reso~rces and damage to marine and coast~ resource~~ 1Cthe long-
a f ' . t 1 deterioratlon underm1nlng 

ew of the processes of env1ronmen a. ddt Through its Regional 
term recovery of the African economy mlght be ~tten et c0

'ordination Unit in 
Office, UNEP had worked closely with ECA' 8 Env:ronme\al 

0~rotection legislation 
~reas covering individual project: such as en~1~0~~~ and to the countries of 
ln Africa. UNEP pledged its cont1nued suppor 0 

Africa. 
. of ;+s Silver Jubilee, the 

208. In his message to ECA on the occaslo~ b -tv 'shes to the Co~ission end 
E · t mitted hls es Wl · · t · s xecut1ve Director of UNIDO, ran~ . . 1 d subregional 1nst1tu 10n 
lauded its achievements in establ1Shlng reg~ona an h and analytical work 
such as ADB IDEP PTA and the MULPOCs and.1ts rdesea~~ibuted significantly to 

' , . . - - 'ves whlch ha con H 
supplemented by operational 1n1tlat1 . t" in several fields. e 
enhancing economic co-operation and co-ord1na 1?~1 because of the guidance of 
emphasized that such achievements had been poss1 e sent Executive Secretan· 
the Commission and the dedicated leadership of thlle ~r~he long and fruitful co-

d rs He reca e · 1' ation an of his distringuished predecesso. • • to achieve the industr1a 1Z 
operation which ECA and UNIDO had malntalned 
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goals of the countries of the region. Such co-operation covered the establish
ment of a joint ECA/UNIDO Division and the joint role of the two organizations 
in assisting member States in launching the Industrial Development Decade for 
Africa. Acknowledging that Africa's future was fraught with problems, he 
expressed the belief that they were not so intractable as to defy the collective 
wisdom and action of African countries. Finally, he assured the Conference of 
UNIDO's readiness to make timely,though modest, contributions to the efforts 
of Africa and to strengthen its co-operation with ECA. 

209. In his message read on his behalf by the Acting Assistant Administrator 
and Regional Director for Africa, the Administrator of UNDP regretted that it 
was impossible for him to participate personally in the Silver Jubilee meetings 
and conveyed to the Conference his highest congratulations and most sincere 
good wishes on the occasion of the celebration of the Silver Jubilee ~~niversary 
of the Commission. He recalled that, since its establishment, ECA had proven 
to be a particularly effective organ of the United Nations and had demonstrated 
its ability to bring a valuable contribution to the development efforts of the 
continent. UNDP was privileged to be associated with it in the common develop
ment endeavour and would continue to enhance further the already close and 
fruitful collaboration for the benefit of the African countries they were 
privileged to serve. 

210. In his own stament, the Acting Assistant Administrator and Regional 
Director for Africa congratulated ECA for its 25 years of service, work and 
accomplishment. In that context, he reviewed briefly UNDP and ECA's past and 
present relationship and gave an outline of the relationship in the immediate 
future. Between 1958 er.d now, the relationship had moved through three stages: 
initial contacts leading to a modest cross-fertilization of ideas and experience; 
the establishment of a formal liaison office in Africa Hall under the leadership 
of a senior official in 1911; and the designation of ECA as executing agency of 
UN~P projects even be:ore historic General Assembly resolution 32/191, a role 
~h1ch had.grown so q~1cly tha~ ECA had become one of the most important execut-
1ng agenc1es for reg1onal proJects in Africa and which had led to ECA be~ng 
fully involved in the formulation and decision-making process of the UNDP's 
Regional Programme for Africa for the 1982-1986 cycle. 

2~1. Loo~ing ah:ad in specific terms, UNDP would intesify its collaboration 
w1th ECA 1n ~he 1mplementation o: t~e Lagos Plan of Action, particularly where 
ECA, along.wlt~ OAU, had respons1bl1ty for its implementation, the Transport 
and Commun1cat1ons Deca~e :or Afri:a.for which ECA had been designated lead 
agency, PADIS, the.statlst:cal Tra1n1ng Programme for Africa and the regional 
programme for.th: lntegrat1on of women in development with which UNDP was 
:urrently a~s1stlng ECA throught the MULPOCs. He hoped that the successful 
1mplementat1on of those programmes would co t 'b t · 'f' tl t the . . • . n r1 u e s1gn1 1can y o 
efforts of 1nd1v1dual Afr1can countries and · h d ECA · the 

f . t · . w1s e great success 1n 
ful 1lmen of 1ts Vltal missions during ~ts t t t • nex quar er cen ry. 
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212. The representative of the International Fund for Agricultural Development 
said that, since more than 80 per cent of the population in most African 
countries depended on agriculture, IFAD was taking it upon itself to increase 
its operations in Africa. In that repsect, in the period 1978-1982, IFAD had 
assisted 34 African countries in financing 44 projects whose total cost was 
$1.2 billion. The projects thus financed were wide-ranging, including 
institution-building, strengthening village associations, training farmers, 
assistance in the reorientation of agricultural research, promotion of food 
production, encouragement of rainfed farming techniques, and promoting integra
tion of livestock and agricultural practices, to mention only a few. In 
conclusion, he reaffirmed that IFAD's keen interest in and concern for the rural 
development of the African countries would continue. 

213. The representative of the World Food Programme conveyed his best wishes 
to ECA, noting that his organization was also celebrating its twentieth 
anniversary. The commitments of WFP for development projects had grown substan
tially from an average of $20 million in 1963 to $613 million in 1982. 
Commitments for emergency projects amounted to $193 mill~on in 198~ . About 
$5.4 billion of assistance had been granted to 114 develop1ng countn:s · H~we~er • 
the overall inadequacy of resources had compelled WFP to lay d~wn stnct ~non
ties in assistance allocation with 80 per cent of food aid go1ng to_low-l~come 
deficit countries which happened to be concentrated in Africa. ProJects ln the 
ECA member States were valued at $1,235 million. 

214. WFP had followed with interest the Lagos Plan of ~ction.and more than of 
100 of a total of 170 professional staff were deployed ln Afrlca •. Example~ 
tYPical WFP projects in Africa included the rural development pr~Jects, re. 1 
h b . . . . • lt 1 la"'" the creatlOn of natlona a llJ.tatJ.on of forest graZJ.ng and agr1cu ura .. ~, 
f ' • al arketing system and emergency 
ood security stocks, restructurJ.ng of the cere ~ 1FP • t 'e in the long-

food assistance Many African countries were seekJ.ng It ass~~ ~nc gular trans
term rehabilitation of refugees. He also indicated. that thet. rsJ.anl·n 17 African 

. ·l"t t d relJ.ef opera lon act1ons" in commodity purchases had fac1 1 a e .1· 1 . to assist African 
. ld ss1· on WFP was w1 wg 

countrJ.es. In the face of the war rece ' . ate food intakes and 
countries to find ways to buffer the effects of J.nadequ ECA d WFP ~ould be 
higher food prices. He hoped that co-operation between an 
strengthened. 

. . b Organisation conveyed 
215. The Director-General of the Internatlona.L La o~r 1-·l gues on the occasion 
h . . S etary and hlS co ea . 
ls congratulations to the ExecutJ.ve ecr . iation of the serv1ces 
f . . • ·• pressed hlS apprec . 

0 the SJ.lver JubJ.lee ann1versary • .tte ex . t · and to the collaborat1on 
ECA had rendered to African development an~ J.ntegHra hJ.on d that co-operation ... -auld 
th anizat1ons. e ope . 

at had existed between the two org "tf 1 services to AfrJ.ca. 
continue and wished ECA many years of frul u 

. he~s in con~atulnt-
. . d the numerous well-wls • . ~ . 

~16. The Director-General of FAO JOl~e FAO saluted a sister organJ.zatJ.on e 
l~g ECA on its Silver Jubilee. In doJ.ng :~ful co-operation, notably through th 
Wlth which it had enjoyed 25 years of fruJ. t recent and noteworth~ 
Joint ECA/FAO Agriculture Division. Amon~ thhe.mowsas FAO's co-operation ln pre-

. 1at1ons lP · H 
examples of that productive worklng re f the Lagos Plan of Actlon. e 
Paring AFPLAN and agricultural component 0 
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emphasized that Africa's food cr1s1s constituted one of the greatest development 
challenges in the world today. In that connection, he was particularly happy 
to note the documentation on the food situation in Africa. FAO, as l ead agency 
for food, agricultural and.rural dev~lopment ~ithin the United Nations systerr., 
was confident that the rev1ew of soc1o-econom1c development from 1958 to 1983 
would assist in focusing on the urgency of decisive action by Africa and its 
development partners to improve the continent's food and agricultural situation. 

217. Since April 1980, FAO's assistance programmes in Africa had been designed 
and implemented in furtherance of the objectives of the Lagos Plan of Action. 
Africa now had pride of place in his organization's priorities and in the 
current biennium some 35 per cent of the regular programme was devoted to 
Africa, just as Africa's share of the Special Action Programme had received 
over one third of the resources of the technical co-operation programme. He 
hoped that the Silver Jubilee Declaration would accord to the food and 
agricultural sector the attention it deserved, and would assist FAO in its 
continuing efforts to mobilize even more resources for the development of 
agriculture in Africa. 

218. The representative of UNESCO transmitted the best wishes of the Director
General of his organization to ECA for the success of its invaluable work in 
future decades for the welfare of Africa and to ensure that African States co
operated actively in their development efforts. He assured the Conference 
that UNESCO would spare no effort to ~ollaborate with ECA in order to implement 
the Lagos Plan of Action. 

219. The representative of ICAO extended to the Conference a message of best 
wishes from ICAO, its President and its Secretary-General on the occasion of 
the Silver Jubilee anniversary of the Commission. Out of 50 independent 
African countries 49 were contracting States of ICAO. ICAO had been privileged 
to contribute to the efforts of those States over the years to exploit to the 
full the potential contribution civil aviation could make to their economic 
development. To that end, ICAO had laid emphasis on its regional set up, with 
offices in Cairo ~nd_Dakar respectively playing major role. It was in the 
process of establ1sh1ng a third office in Nairobi to serve Eastern and Southern 
African States. ICAO had worked very closely with ECA in establishing the 
African Civil Aviation Commission (AFCAC). ICAO had carried out a number of 
studies, some of which had led to the establishment in African countries of 
several :ivil av~ation institutions for manpower training. In conclusion, ICAO 
pledged 1ts :ont1nued.support to and co-operation with ECA and African 
Government~ 1n ~romot1ng the accelerated growth of ~afe regular efficient 
and econcrr.1cal 1nternaticnal civil aviation operations in Africa: 

22~. The President of_the World Bank thanked ECA and the Government of Ethiopia 
wh1~h had hosted the S1lver Jubilee celebration. The World Bank applauded the 
ach:evements of ECA, which had been playing a major role in the develo~ment of 
Afrlc~. The presence of the Secretary-General of the United Nations o~ the 
occas1on of the Silver Jub"l · a· · d . 1 ee 1n lcated the 1mportance of Africa and the 
concerne attentlon that it was receiving within the United Nations family. 



- 53 -

The \.J'orld Bank and the IDA mission in Africa was to assist sound productive 
develop~er:t and thereby help to improve living standards and alleviate poverty. 
Its aff~ll.ate, IFC, which helped to promote growth in the private sector of 
the developing countries, was giving special attention to Africa to find ways 
to stimulate private initiatives and to tailor programmes to particular 
conditions in Africa. The focus given by ECA, through the MULPOCs, to specific 
regional problems was a most welcome development. 

221. Creating bigger markets through regional initiatives, prominently sponsor
ed by ECA end through subregional co-operation, was another objective and the 
Bank had participated in all the meetings of SADCC and welcomed progress being 
made in other areas particularly in transport and communications. The World 
Bank supported the initiatives to expand technical and managerial skills which 
were essential to more effective planning and implementation at the national 
and local levels. Noting that the Bank Group had expended $21.6 billion for 
development projects in Africa since 1960, the President added that his Bnnk 
had ahrays pledged to give the problems of Africa priority and renewed that 
pledge on the occasion of ECA Silver Jubilee celebration. 

222. The International Maritime Organization (IMO) took pride and plea~ure in 
greeting the Executive Secretary of ECA and the Commission on the occaslon of 
the Silver Jubilee session. It saluted ECA for its initiative, dr~ve and 
innovative spirit in providing guidance for the development of Afnc~. HIO . 

ld · · · h" th f amework of the Umted Nat10ns wou cont~nue to co-operate w~th ECA w~t 1n e r 
Transport and Communications Decade in Africa programme. IMO also gave the 
h · h · . ces It had therefore 1g est pr1or1ty to the development of human resour • . . 
established a world maritime university in Sweden for the be~efl t of. a:velopwg 

. . . . . h t 1 el of technlcal mantlme 
countr1es to prov~de tra1n1ng for the h~g es ev . lt · specters . s exam1ners casua Y 1n • 
personnel such as technical adv~sers, surveyor , 'IMO ld be only 
technical managers general maritime administrators, etc. wou't' 
too happy to p~ovide further detailed information on the ~orld mtardl l;:eit 

. . .. f ECA and others lnteres e . 
Ulllvers~ty programme to States members o · 

Intellectual Property Organization 
223 · The Director-General of the. World iated the preparec!oess of E~A . 
(WIPO) lauded WIPO/ECA collaborat~on and epprec . t ECA its own speclaln-
staff_to perform their tasks. WIPO h~d made ::a~~~bt~te~-governmental 
ed skllls and contacts related to nat~o~a~ la the communication a.nd use of 
co-operation for the promotion of creatlvlty and t t he cited ECA/WIPO 
science and technology for development. In that co? ex 'nd executing a tr.fDP
collaboration in organizing inter-governmental meedtlngs atation and inforc~tion 
f. . f a tent acumen . h 
lnanced project on the establ~sbment o a.P WIPO would collaborate Wlt 

centre for English-speaking African countnes • . · ' rlishing ECA many happy 
ECA · 'ld' g and tra1n1ng. t' vith 1n specialized institution-bu~ 10 tronger co-opera 10n 
~eturns, he said that WIPO looked forward to ~;:ro~ Africa. 
~cA for the benefit of the countries and peop d the Executive 
:)24. . T de Centre congratulat: . . the 
- The Director of the InternatJ.onal ra . l"nvaluable contrlbutlOJ to . d 
Se · ·on for thelr He rene~e 

c::etary and staff o-f the Comml~Sl. made in the past 2? years· e to the 
soclo-economic progress that Afrlca had 'b te within lts mandat ' 
the Centre's commitment to continue to contrl u ' 

,, 
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attainment of ECA's goals and objectives. Identifying foreign trade as an 
engine of growth in the economic develop~ent of African co~ntries? he Etre~sed 
the importance of structural transformat1on and the expans1on of 1ntra-Afr1can 
trade. In that context, his Centre had assisted many African countries and 
national liberation organizations and was committed to greater co-operation in 
the implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos. He 
reviewed collaboration in such areas as the setting up of appropriate liaison 
mechanisms, the publication of African Trade Directory, the organization of 
the Khartoum Trade Fair, PADIS, the establishment of the Federation of African 
Chambers of Commerce, etc. and reaffirmed the Centre's commitment to join hands 
with ECA in serving Africa even more extensively in the years ahead. 

225. The Vice-President of the African Development Bank Group expressed his 
appreciation to Chairman Mengistu Haile Mariam for his hospitality and noted 
that the objectives of ECA were broadly the same as those of the ADB Group. 
The Group had been providing development finance and technical assistance to 
its member countries since 1967 and gave preference to multinational projects. 
By the end of 1982, the Group had financed some 600 projects valued at $3 
billion. 

226. He paid tribute to ECA and its Executive Secretary and pledged the 
continued unflinching support of the ADB Group. 

227. A representative of ECA-sponsored institutions thanked member States on 
his behalf and on behalf of all institutions for initiating the establishment 
of those institutions whose activities were geared to the requirements of the 
Lagos Plan of Action. He indicated that the report of the Technical Preparatory 
Committee of the Whole contained references and recomnt.::nd'3.tions about the 
institutions which formed a vital part of the essential inf::-:-astructure for 
the development of the continent. All those institutions had in their work 
programmes a component of training and manpower development. 1:·. s ::< -:; :· of their 
vital role, almost all institutions were suffering from financial ~oi: , ; .·.:r·:·:i_ nts 
which curtailed the implementation of their work programmes. He appeaJ.ccl '.:_;, 
member States, bilateral and multilateral donors to extend financial assis t::.~ ; -~ ·' ' 

_.to the institutions. 

228. The Chairperson of ARCC said that the Silver Jubilee of ECA was of 
cru:ial importance to African women committed to the development process. 
Afr1can Women produced nearly 60 per cent of the continent's food and did 
60 to 75 per cent of farm work in Africa· they represented 50 per cent of all 
persons employed in the informal sectors: 

229. I~ February.l9!5, the Conference of Ministers of ECA had adopted a 
resolut1on establ1sh1ng ATRCW, which had been set up on 31 March 1975. ATRCW 
had_served as a model and as an example to the World Conference of the Inter
natlo~al Women's Year, held in Mexico in June 1975. The terms of reference and 
functl~ns.of . ARCC had ~e:n formulated in 1979 at Rabat. In 1983, that work had 
~orn: _rult 1~ the declslon to transfer ATRCW to the Office of the Executive 
ecr~tary, Whlch demonstrated the latter's interest in ATRCW, 

J 
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230. The results of bringing women into the development process had been 
encouraging. In that connection, she paid a well-deserved tribute to the 
African Governments, ECA, UNDP and the other United Nations institutions for 
the efforts they had made to integrate women into the development process. 

231. However, the African Governments should give more attention to young 
girls who had not been able to finish their education and to young women who 
had never been to school by strengthening vocational training structures. 

232. The next World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women would be 
held in 1985 in Nairobi and would have before it technical studies and 
specific reports on: (a) the role of women in the execution of the Lagos 
Plan of Action and the Plan of Action of Copenhagen; (b) women and the food 
crisis in Africa; (c) women living under the regime of apartheid and the 
problems of refugee women; (d) the role of women in the Industrial Development 
Decade in Africa; (e) African women in the year 2000. 

233. Finally, she appealed to Egypt, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Sierra L:one, 
the Sudan, Zaire and Nigeria which were members of the Preparatory.CommJ.tte: 
to participate in the preparatory work for the Conference and part1cularly 1n 
the meeting to be held in Vienna in May 1983. 

234. The representative of the Federal Republic of Gerreany, :peaking on 
behalf of the President of the Council of the European Commun1ty expressed, 
in the name of the 10 States members of the Community, best wishes to ECA. He 
pointed out that Africa was one of Europe 1 :s traditional partners ~n~ :egretted 
the instances when African countries were involved in East-West ~J.vJ.sJ.om;; · 

· · 1 th t d1sputes 1n Members of the European Community supported the pr~nclp e a 
Africa should be resolved by the African countries themselves.although they 

. t · ·0 Africa 1n cases where 
were prepared to contribute to decreas1ng ensJ.ons 1 •t lled for 
Africa wanted them to do so. The members of the European Comm~~l ytcathe 
the rapid implementation of an internationally ~cceptable.solu435lon(l9o78) and 
N 'b· · 8 't CouncJ.l resolut1on am1 1an problem on the bas1s of ecurl Y c mmunity welcor::ed 
also condemned the inhuman apartheid system. The Europeanf 

0 
supported the 

r · t' OJ·ects and there ore, .eglonal and subregional co-opera 1on P: . .' the PTA and SADCC. 
lntegrating role of ECA and other organ~zat1ons llke 

ean Development Fund, the Europe~~ 
235 • Through its member States and the Europ Af . a on favourable ten::s · 
Collllllunity assured the transfer of resources to rlC f t which had led to the 
l d . · 1 · terdependent, a ac n eed the two regJ.ons were h1gh Y ln . d · titutional cOJ:~ponents. 
L . . 1 coJJlil1erclal an J.ns d d :n ome Convention combining f1nanc1a • d Africa had slave 0

" 

Noting that the growth rate of trade between Europ:da~hat the developcent and 
and that the trade structure was inflexible, he s~l under study and the 
t d ACP countrles was ~x 

s ructure of trade between the EEC an amination of the STAB:.. 
special session of the Council would all~w for ~ ;~od rural developcent and 
system. In recent discussions' self-relJ.ance dans impo;tant areas. It was a~so 
the development of human resources bad emerge .as were critical for developlnf, 
recognized that trade and reliable export earnlnlg ded co-ordinated agree~ents 
c . . t had also cone u 
ountrles. The European Communl Y 
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with the Maghreb and Mashrek States. He stressed that the development of the 
third world in peace and economic and social stability was crucial for the 
future of humanity. 

236. The Director of the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions 
(ICFTU) said that, although the Silver Jubilee was a time for celebration, 
he wished to point out the low and deteriorating standards of living, 
stagnating economic output and large number of African countries that had 
been classified as least developed by the United Nations. He appealed for 
full employment and indicated his organization's efforts in that area in 
accordance with the Lagos Plan of Action. He also stressed his oreanization's 
efforts in pressing 16 Governments of industrialized countries to reach the 
United Nations target for aid of 0.7 per cent of GNP by the mid-1980s. In 
conclusion he surveyed the role of trade unions in development and indicated 
that free and independent organizations of workers could be vital partners for 
Governments in the evolution of balanced national development plans. 

237. The representative of the Union of African Journalists recalled 
Robert Gardiner's memorable review of the first decade of ECA and his belief 
that a breakthrough in dealing with African economic and social problems depended 
basically on individual efforts and the goodwill and co-operation of African 
Governments. Today Africa was celebrating its 25 years of existence amid the 
gloom and despair imposed by the global economic situation with its well known 
repercussions on Africa. It was most heartening that in its projections ECA 
hoped that by the year 2008 Africa would emerge at last as a truly interdependent 
economy in the international economic system. 

238. The Union of African Journalists firmly believed that the press had an 
important role to play in the positive process of implementing the various 
programmes for the new international economic order as concretized in the 
Lagos Plan of Action. The achievements of ECA within the past 25 years enforced 
its conviction that African problems were best solved by ~fricun initiatives •. 
He hoped to see closer co-operation between the two pan-African institutions 1n 
the interest of African unity and development. 

A review of socio-economic development in Africa, 1958-1983 (item 6) 
ECA and Africa's development, 1983-2008 - A preliminary perspective study 

titem I) 

General debate 

239. The rep:esentative of Egypt expressed Egypt's pride in its contribution 
to the establ1shment of ECA in 1958 and indicat d th t h' t h d then ho d ECA ld b • ' e a l.S coun ry a 

pe . wo~ e an appropr1ate and effective framework for co-operation in 
the appl~cat1.on of the doctrines of interdependence and mutual aid. To that 
extent, lt had watched ECA grow and contributed to its success. 
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240. However, althoush there had been some achievements, obstacles to 
Africa's intecration still remained. They included the lack of transnort 
~nd commun~cations and other infrastructure, insufficient cocplementa~ity 
1n product1on and trade patterns, the continuin[ orientation of the African 
countries towards the old metropoles; lack of financial resources an~ unco
ordinated paths to development. 

241. The proliferation of regional and subregional institutions would not 
help in the development process if they were not co-ordinated or if they 
aimed simply at removing customs or trade barriers. Groupings should be 
established on scientific, economic and legitimate grounds and there was now 
an urgent need to review all regional and subregional groupings. He Hoped 
that ECA would play a catalytic role in that exercise. Groupings must be 
based on a community of interests as was the case in the.Nile basin. 

242. In conclusion, he said that achievement of the goals of the Lagos Plan 
of Action and Final Act of Lagos would be possible only with the reorganization 
of mangernent and planning structures and a centralized operational ~pproach . 
to economic co-operation. There was now a need to establish an Afr1can econom1c 
community 3ecretariat. 

243. The repres~ntative of the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya said 
that he was satisfied with the role of ECA up to now but, b;cause.of the acute 
world economic crisis with its a(.lverse re:::ercussions f1n J\fr1ca '~h1ch tv:ts . 
intensifie~ ly ·~otectionist measures on the pnrt of the Jevelo:eJ c~untrlcs 
"n·' ' · · - · f • h c · 1"0n nee·le,' to l·e strenc>thcnc 

1
· 

'- ' l ·~.eter1orat1.on 1n the terms o tra . ..:e 9 t e omm1ss " " 

244. He was also satisfied with the work of the Committee of the Who~e, The 
Addis Ababa Declaration adopted on the occasion of the ECA ~i1v7r Jub~lee vas 
in line with Africa's opposition to external forces and domlnatlWhon.l : v~~din~ 

t · · d b th Committee of the o e 1nc '=' 
sa 1sf1ed with the resolutions propose Y e • f th HULPOCs and the 
~he ones on transport and communications, str7ngthenln~ ~haul~ be mobiiized and 
lntegration of women in development . ., Productlve for:de f id to double 
he · · · t potential prov1. ers o a appealed to lnstltutJ.ons tha were . . He therefore requested 
their efforts to end the continent's current food crlslS~h evolution of the 
E~A/FAO to provide member States with annual reports on e 

Sltuation. 
. omic independence and he 

245. His country was endeavouring to attaln ec~n·t had encountered with respect 
emphasized in that connection the obstacles tha. 7 f its cadres abroad vho 
to imports of manufactured products and the ~ralnlng 0 

were subject to continual boycott or blackmall. 
· · vhich had 4 . . dustrialization pollcles, 

2 6. He stressed the need to harmon1.ze ln t n African Honetary Fund, 
to develop hand in hand with agriculture, to se tupfaenergy and the transfer of 
a d · • the developmen o n to strengthen co-operat1.on 1n 
... e ' " cnnology. 
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247, He particularly stressed the need to combat the m~ch~nations of. t~1e 
Zionist movement in both Namibia and Palestine in frustrat~ng the ler,~t~mate 
aspirations of the people of those Territories and called for increased 
support to their liberation movements. 

248. Finally, he congratulated the Executive Secretary of ECA for his 
untiring efforts for the development of Africa. 

249. The representative of Mauritius congratulated ECA but expressed concern 
about the current econom~c situation, particularly Africa's plight in the face 
of world econom~c cr~ses. 

250, He recalled the objectives for which ECA had been established and urged 
that efforts be doubled to achieve them with new vigour and determination. 
He ~aid tribute to ECA for setting u~ the basic institutional framework for 
concerted economic action such as the MULPOCs and the PTA. He expressed hope 
that the essential political will would prevail in the years ahead to enable 
those institutions to function with vitality. He emphasized the need for 
collective efforts in formulating strategies to attain the objectives of the 
Commission which must include, as a priority, food self-sufficiency, Africa was 
witnessing a demographic explosion at the same time as there was a serious 
decline in food production, leading to a fundamental disequilibrium. 

251. He further urged that genuine regional co-operation be given a new 
dimension and suggested setting up an association of coastal and island States 
of Africa for marine science and technology as a step towards exploration and 
exploitation of Africa's resources of the sea and which could deal with such 
E~bjecte as fisheries development, salt making, boat and ship building, and 
coastal and port management as basis for improving the living standards of the 
peoples of those countries. That would go a long way in easing the current 
serious food problem facing African States today. He called on the Ecor.cruic 
Commission for Africa to be instrumental in that venture and urged all member 
States to rededicate themselves to the task of strengthening the Commission 
and ensuring that it fulfilled its mission to Africa. 

252 •. The rep:esentati~e of Morocco said that his country was happy to take 
~art ~n the n~nth meet~ng of the Conference of Ministers of ECA which was 
of particular significance because it coincided with the Commis;ion's Silver 
Jubilee. 

253. Some items on t~e agenda recurred periodically: the development of 
human resources, the ~mprovement of means of transport, the difficulties of 
~he lea~t ~eve~oped, land-~ocked or island countries and the problem of 
~nd~str~al~~at~on, to ment~on only the most important. That showed how 
Afr~ca cont~nued to suffer. 
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254. None the less, ECA and its member States were continuing their joint 
efforts and trying their best to help Africa to live with dignity despite the 
current international context, characterized by recession and the continued 
pressure of inflation. For the African countries, that situation was one 
m~re bu~den in addition to food shortages, the adverse effects of drought, the 
hlgh pr1ce of imported energy, the deterioration in the terms of trade and 
balance-of-payments deficits. 

255. Because of those adverse developments, it was absolutely essential for 
African countries that the global negotiations should be relaunched, in view 
of the profound economic e.nd political consequences that those negotiations 
could have on North-South-relations. 

256. The African countries bad a duty to establish sound and lasting co
operation with each other in order to draw full benefit from their food 
resources and ensure their security and self-sufficiency in that vital sphere. 
To that end it was essential to make judicious use of all the continent's 
human and m~terial resources so as to ensure its development in a spirit of 
mutual aid and solidarity. 

257 · He also told the Conference of recent developments in intra-Haghreb 
relations, as evinced by the historical meetings bet1.reen Eis Majesty King 
Hassan II and President Benjedid Cbadli on the one band, and the latt~r and 
President Habib Bourguib1:1 on the other. Those meetin~s had r:sulted 1 ~ the 
normalization of relations between the three parties 1n a deslre to bulld 
the greater Arab Maghreb. That kind of approach in the poo~ing of 7ffor;s was 
endorsed by ECA which, through the MULPOCs, encouraged the lntegratlon o 
national economies. 

258. He praised the efforts of ECA which was ceaselessly fighut~tngdt~a~~~~e 
eff t" • Th programme of the n1 e ec 1ve external outlets for Afr1ca. e . . uded the projected 
Transport and Communications Decade, 1978-1988, w~lch ~n~~b lt r and other 
fixed link between Europe and Africa via the Stralts 0

. 
1 ra ~ d in the 

projects, was an expression of that policy, which was lncorpora e 
Lagos Plan of Action. 

. 1 forms of co-operation between 
259. Recalling that there were other posslb e t d in scientific and 
African countries notably in financial and m~ne ary ant 'es to stand united 
t h . ' the Afr1can coun rl • ec nolog1cal matters, he called upon . t and future econon1c 
in dealing with their partners of the North lD curren 
negotiations. 

ld have liked to see the 
260 · · said that he wou b · ctive ... • The representative of Tun1s11.~. . t h d achieved all the 0 Je "' 
current celebrations being held in an Afrlca ~hac m:ission for Africa was 
it had set for itself in 1958 when the Econolll1C 

0 
t 11 the objectives had 

t 
· us reasons no a 

es ablished. Unfortunately, for varlo ' 
been attained. 
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261, While he shared the Executive Secretary's point of view, he felt th~t 
history or natural conditions and climate were not th: sole causes f~r fa~lure 
to attain all those objectives. Political and econom~c measures, whlch had 
not always been in conformity with Africa's needs, were also to blame. 

262. However although currently Africa seemed to be the weakest and least 
developed region, it could boast of many victories attained by individual 
African countries or under the auspices of ECA which, together with OAU, was an 
indispensable component of the structures that unified post-independent Africa. 

263. The preliminary perspective study carried out by ECA had made it 
possible to affirm that no one who had Africa's development at heart could 
tolerate the persistence of certain negative trends from the past. r-lan should 
be considered as the focal point of socio-economic development. Africa should 
play fully its role in international economic negotiations in order to enrich 
them with its experience and to derive legitimate benefits from them. 

264. Finally, ECA should streamline and continue to improve its methods of 
work. It should strengthen its action in the area of subregional co-operation 
while continuing to support projects of a continental nature as well as Afro
Arab co-operation. In that regard, primary concern should be given to 
utilizing existing national and subregional capacities, and he therefore 
welcomed the adoption by Conference, on the recommendation of the Technical 
Preparatory Committee of the Whole, of resolution 477 (XVIII) which should lead 
to the harmonization of the activities of African multinational institutions 
sponsored by ECA and OAU. 

265. The representative of Zimbabwe viewed the ECA Silver Jubilee r1nniversary 
as a very momentous occasion epitomizing 25 long years during which an arduous 
and bitter struggle had been waged ir.dividually and/or collectively to rid 
African economies and the continent of hunger, disease, ignorance and poverty. 
He stressed that the international economic order was neither conducive to 
nor promotive of the quest to develop African economies. Therefore, there was 
no alternative to negotiations and consultations in order to solve the problems 
that confronted Africa. In that connection, an effective South-South dialogue 
"W"as t~e ~ine Qua non, for deriving meaningful gains from the North-South 
negotla~1ons, He U:ged ~hat Africa as a continent should take pride in the 
p~oduct1o~ ~f the L1brev1lle Memorandum, ~1hich h.:t':! contribute:: to the Buenos 
Lhres I olJ.tJ.cal I'l9.tf()rr:a~ ancl further ur··e.1 that the same orr·anizntional talent 
an.: unity of purpose should l:c aprlied for a successor ac·ree~ent to Lor1e II in 
the context of AC?-EEC relations, GATT and at all other international fora. 

266. It ~as ~mportant for Africa to continue to appraise its ow~ performance. 
TFodady Aflrflca lf~P?rted more food than it exported and its food losses were great. 

oo se -suf lC1ency and food security should th f b · cern Th Af · · ere ore e a maJOr con • 
e rJ.can reglon continued to suffer from the vagaries of nature particularlY 

drought, and he suggested that Governments should seriously consid~r the causes 
of droug~ttand the measures required to contain its effects A region that 
was persls ently drought- t · k · ' · s r~c en eas~ly developed into a desert, which ~n 
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turn contributed to its underdevelopment. In that respect, research into 
improved high-yielding, disease- and drought-resistant crop varieties should 
be increased. 

267. The performance of the industrial sector had also been very disappointinG. 
Developrr.ent of heavy industries had been inhibited by inadequate market size 
and the lack of' tP.t:!hnical and management expertise, a problem which in Zimbabwe 
had been approached on a grand scale using both local and external training 
facilities and for which a whole Ministry had been set up to look into manpow~r, 
research, training and utilization. He briefly reviewed the political atmosphere 
in Southern Africa where the people of Namibia and Azania were to that day beinr; 
denied their sovereignty and right to self-determination. He condemned the 
South African regime for its policy and said that Zimbabwe would continue to 
support the peoples of those Territories. He expressed his gratitude and that 
of his delegation for all the excellent statements made by the esteemed Heads 
of State and Government as well as to Chairman Mengistu Haile Mariam, the 
Government and the people of Socialist Ethiopia. 

268. The representative of the South-West African People's Organization . 
expressed his pleasure at attending the Silver Jubilee annive:sary and sald 
that his presence in Addis Ababa was a testimony to the unequ1vocal support of 
the revolutionary Government of Ethiopia and of the ECA secretariat for the 
heroic struggle of the Namibian people for liberation. 

269. Since its inception ECA had served as a catalyst in the process of the 
' · · It had played economic development and integration of the Afr1can reglon. ld . · . t t ies to create what wou 

a lead1ng role in the formulat1on of long-term s ra eg . 1 b · the needs of the Afncan peop e 
ecome a truly continental economy servlng . Vl'th such nonu::~ental 

and reducing dependence on their former colon1al masters. 1 .t. 
. f th b'ch would soon bear posl lVe 

ach1evements as ECOWAS, SADCC and so or • w 1 d · t ·on as long as 
results Africa would extricate itself from poverty and eprlva 

1 

its te~ spirit was not undermined by the imperialists • 

. . •-t:e for economic progress. HoYever, 
270. Political independence was. a prereq:lls:-" d - 'nhuman and oppressi\·e 
South Africa and Namibia were st1ll langulShlDg Nun.~: ~s annual national .,~alth 
colonial domination. More than 75 per cent of aml 

1
a ted in the fom of 

w · · • th h · te minority or expor . as e~ther d1str~buted among e w. 1 . it with the lowest perc~ 
corporate profits leaving the Afrlcan maJor 7.! · backed by the l!ATO 
i '. the Pretor1a reg1me, • ncome on the cont1nent. Moreover • . · 1 · · had been yag1ng a 
bloc under the patronage of United States :tmper6la lSm, The militar:r r.:achine 

. • . ople for 1 years. . • 
genoc~dal war against the Nrun1b1an pe h d been under mart1al .... !lw 
resorted to terror tactics and half the c~untry f ~AU the United iiatio:lS and 
since 1974 Despite the numerous resolutlons ? 'and ~-/estern oultinatior.al 
th • was still golne on lth in a e non-aligned movement, the war . . f 't strategic mineral wea . , 
corporations continued to strip Namlbla o l s ale !t was therefore crucla-

. ft a large sc · · 'th way which amounted to crimlnal the on . d military collaboratlon 1Jl 

for the meeting to denounce Western economlctan and United Nations agencies to 
S 11 member Sta es 
outh Africa and to appeal to a . .. . aid. 

Provide SWAPO with multipurpose ma~erlal 



----------- -------------------"·--------------- -· --- --

- 62 -

271. The chances of a political settlement of the Namibian 
particularly in view of the United States policy of linkin~ 
independence to the withdrawal of Cuban troups from Angola, 
pretext for perpetuating the illegal occupation of Namibia. 
"contact group" and in particular the Reagan administration 
the United Nations efforts to secure Namibia's independence 
Security Council resolution 435 (1978), 

issue were slim, 
Namibia's 
which was a 

The so-called 
were sabotar; ing 
in line with 

272. He availed himself of the occasion afforded by the Silver Jubilee to 
thank all OAU member States, Socialist countries and others for their support 
and assured them that SWAPO would liberate Namibia in the shortest possible time. 

273. The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics congratulated 
the Government and people of Socialist Ethiopia on the revolutionary transforma
tions they were making in the country. 

274. The establishment of ECA had been a true victory over the forces of 
imperialism and he wished it and the Executive Secretary every success. 

275. The Lagos Plan of Action reflected the aspirations of African c ~untrie s 
for genuine economic independence, Dec~use his country believed in a new type 
of economic relations to achieve economic decolonization, it stood ready to 
assist the newly independent States in their struggle to overcome their back
backwardness and in that regard he noted that in 1980 the Soviet Union had 
allocated 1.3 per cent of its GDP to assist the developing countries and had 
supplied the developing countries with a variety of equipment required for 
their development. 

276. He also expressed concern at the deterioration in detente due to the 
aggressiveness of the imperialist forces and their interference in the internal 
affairs of other countries. His and other Socialist countries had recently put 
forward proposals for the non-use of military force and for peaceful relations 
~etween ~he Warsaw Pact.and Nl.TO countries, since tension was undermining 
~nternat~onal co-operat~on and the efforts to establish a new international 
economic order. 

277 .. He then reviewed the assistance which his country had extended and 
cont~nued to extend to ECA. A number of technical seminars had been organized 
for African experts in the Soviet Union in recent years and three more were 
~lanned for_l983. It had undertaken studies on maritime legislation in 
~plementat~on °~ t~e Transport and Communications Decade and had produced . 
a number of spec~al~zed maps of Africa, It would continue to provide expertlse 
and was re~dy to con~uct research on the impact of transnational corporations 
on dev:lo~~ng countr1es in order to assist ECA in its struggle for peace, 
econom~c ~ndependence and social progress, 
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278. A ~epr~s en~ati':'"e of the Alexandria Maritime Transport Academy (M·lTA), 
an Egypt1an 1nst1tut1on, congratulated ECA on its Silver Jubilee anniversary. 
The Academy had been established in 1972 with UNDP assistance and with the 
co-operation of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) and other 
United Nations agencies. As of 1980, the Academy had been fully financed 
and supported by Egypt. During 1980-1983, the Academy had awarded 670 fellow
ships to African students and seconded 11 experts to African and Asian 
institutes. However, ECA's assistance in providing funds for fellowship schemes 
as well as supporting the Academy's technical capability was much needed. He 
also drew the attention of the meeting to thf Code of Conduct on Liner 
Conferences due to come into force. It would allow developing countries to 
establish their national fleets and thereby give them a more equitable share 
of foreign trade. He supported the idea of establishing an African Maritime 
Organization. 

279. In winding up the general debate, t he Executive Secretary of ECA fi r st 
than~ed all the Heads of State and Government and other dignitaries includins 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Secretary-General of the 
Organization of African Unity who had spoken bef ore him since ~he official 
opening of the eighteenth session of the Commission/ninth meet1ng of the 
Conference on 27 April 1983, and did so not only for their addresses but also. 
for their presence at the historic occasion. He emphasized that not only thelr 
messages had been a great source of inspirat ion to him but they would also 
without doubt inspire the millions who would now and in t he future.have the 
opportunity to read them. He pledged his ~ommitment and that of hlS colleagues 
to rededicate themselves to the daunt ing task t hat lay ahead so tha~ when !~~ -
celebrated its Golden Jubilee in the year 2008, the hope expressed 1.n the 
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281. In that connection he stressed the importance of the need to be 
objective in the evaluation of past progress since a continuing pessimistic 
view could be damaging to attempts to march forward and the need for self
confidence. In his view, whatever the present economic and sccial difficulties, 
there was no doubt that Africa had made significant progress since the early 
1960s when many African countries had become politically independent, especially 
when it was realized that the colonial period did not prepare the continent for 
socio-economic development. Pessimism could damage self-confidence, which was 
a prerequisite to the determination to succeed. He emphasized that lack of 
confidence could lead one to continue to depend on external sources for the 
supply of almost all the strategic factors needed for development and economic 
growth, a situation that was contrary to the underlying principles of the Lagos 
Plan of Action. What was important was to learn from the mistakes of the past 
and try to invent a future that would give rise to prospects of economic self
determination and of national and collective self-reliance and s elf-sustainment. 

282. The success of African Heads of State and Government in adopting the 
Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos in 1980 was a major step in 
inventing such a future and for the ECA secretariat, the Lagos economic summit 
with its Lagos Plan of Action was perhaps the most important development in 
Africa in pursuit of a regional approach to economic decolonization since ECA 
was established. He promised that he and the Secretary-General of OAU would 
ensure that regular economic summit meetings were held. 

283. T? assist further in bringing about such a willed and di~nified future 
:or Afr~ca as early as possible, and definitely before ECA's Golden Jubilee 
w 2008, the secretariat had produced the study entitled "ECA and Africa's 
develo~ment, 1983-2008- A preliminary perspective study." In the study, two 
scenar~os w:r: used: on: based on the assumption of the continuation of the 
present_pol~c1es and soc1o-economic and growth patterns and the other on the 
a~sumpt1on that the goals and objectives of the Lagos Plan of Action and the 
F1na~ Act.of Lagos would be achieved. The implication of the asscmption of a 
cont~nuatlon of present policies and patterns was that Africa would by the 
year 20?8 - half a century after independence - depend on forei~n s~urces of 
s~pply ln almost all essential areas. That sombre outlook would doubtless have 
d~sastrous effects on the food and energy •t t• . 1 services • s~ ua ~on and on such soc1a as educat~on, health and housing. 

284. That was why a normat · · 
radical and substant· 1 t lVe scenarlo had been designed to facilitate the. 
the Monrovia Btrate~aandr~~sf~rmation of African economies as recommended ;n 
those two documents e agos P~an of Action. The chanees advocated ln 

were not only deslrable but possible. 

285. He briefly mentioned the su 
undertakings as the United N t. ccess that would be achieved in such noble . 
the Industrial Development n:cl~ns Transp?rt and Communictions Decade in Afrlca, 
Preferential Trade Area for Ea a e for Afr1.ca and the establishment of the . e.l 
economic communities. stern and Southern Africa and of other subreglon 
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286, Stressing the important role that ECA would have to play, he said that if 
Africa managed to harness its vast natural or potential resources to check 
desertification which continued to lay waste the land, to launch ~ scientific 
and technical drive in endogenous development, to democratize its development 
process, to improve the management of its economies and utilize its wealth 
more effectively and rationally for the benefit of the masses through just and 
equitable distribution, the aspirations and hopes contained in the Addis Ababa 
Declaration would one day become a reality even before ECA celebrated its 
Golden Jubilee. 

287. He concluded by emphasizing that ECA and its secretariat could not have 
achieved ~>That had b een achieved without the material, moral and political 
support given by the Government and the people of Ethiopia. As one of the 
founding members of the Commission, the Government of Ethiopia had discharr,ed 
its responsibilities beyond the call of duty. That was also borne out by the 
wealth of the hospitality which the Government had bestowed in connection with 
the Silver Jubilee celebrations and all such support c.nd hospitality had been 
possible because of the personal interest and support of His Excellency . 
CoJJrade Mengistu Haile Mariam Chairman of PMAC and of COPWE and Comander-In
Chief of the Revolutionary Ar~y. He and his colleagues expressed their personal 
indebtednes s to him. 

§~tus and constraints in human resources development in Africa ! Report of the 
l'linisterial Follow up Committee of Nine oi the Implementation of Decisions of 
~ Pl · D 1 pment ~~onference of Ministers Responsible for Human Resources ann1ng, eve 0 • 

~ Utilization ( i tern 8 ); 

~]2ort of the third meeting of the Conference of African Hinisters ?f Transport 't 
Co ~---- · f th United Nat1ons Transnor mmunlcations and Planning on the Implementat1on ° e 
~_£ommunications Decade in Africa item 9); 

Re of Ministers of African Least ~he third meetine; of the Conference 
~ed Countries (item 10); 

Rep t Follo••-up Committee on Industrialization ln ~of the seventh Ministerial " 
~ Titem 11); 

288 . ts (documents E/ECA/CM.9/4, 26, 
2 The Chairman introduced the relevent repor t · ectoral Conferences 7 

and 29) which contained the decisions of the respec tlhve 5 ll (See resolutions 
or Min· took note of em a · 466 lsters cone erned and the Conference. IV below). 

(XVIII), 481 (XVIII) and 482 (XVIII) 1n chapter 

· t of the 'mole Preparatory Commlt ee recommendations of the Technical 

t document E/ECA/C'!-!.9/?.8 
and h . The. Chairman of the Co!"UUli ttee int:oduced the rdrep~~ resolutions and 

1 hl · · tlon and the a de 1 g lghted the level of partlclpa tory Committee. 
c aration adopted by the Technical Prepara 
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316. Zimbabwe. The representative of Zimbabwe expressed his support fer the 
spirit of collective self-reliance and reiterated his country's dedication to 
the United Nations system. He said that an amount of $26,ouo would be trans
ferred to ECA from New York. 

317. In his observation on draft resolution 12 (IV) [Conference of Ministers 
resolution 471 (XVIII)], the representative of UNCTAD stressed the need for 
ECA member States to notify the UNCTAD secretariat of their willingness to 
participate effectively in forthcoming negotiations for the establishment of 
a Global System of Trade Preferences among Develo:·,in:,-: Countries ( GSTP) and 
informed the Conference of the meeting taking place from 2 to 6 May 1983 in 
Geneva during which developing countries participating in the GSTP negotiations 
would be expected to indicate the nature, scope ar1d extent of the assistance 
required from UNCTAD. 

318. The observer for the World Food Programme informed the meeting that 
during the general debate on items 6 and 7, operational organizations were not 
given sufficient time to contribute to the work of the Conference and appealed 
to the Conference to give more time in the future to such operational organiz
ations so that they could participate fully in the deliberations. In his 
remarks, the Executive Secretary of the Commission reminded the meeting that 
under the rules of procedure of the Commission, sufficient op~ortunities were 
provided for operational organizations and other specialized agencies to work 
effectively with the secretariat and participate fully in the work of the 
Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole whose meeting usually lasted longer 
than that of the Ministers so that during the meeting of the Ministers only 
statements of general nature would be made by the Heads of such orr,anizat~ons. 
If that approach was adopted, the operational and other specialized agenc1es 
would be able to make their points of view and have their recommendations 
incorporated into the report of the technical Preparatory Committee which was 
submitted to the Conference of Ministers. He hoped that in the future the. 
secret~riats of such organizations voU:d take advantar;e of the provisions J.n 
the rules. 
Date and venue of the tenth meeting cf the Conference of Ministers and fifth 
meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole (item 15) 

319. The Conference agreed that the meetings would be held in 1984 at about 
the same time of the year. With regard to the venue the Executive SecretarY 
explained.that according to the principle of rotatin~ the venue it was the 
turn of e1ther a Central or a Southern African country to host the meetings. 
It was agreed that member States would be informed as soon as the necessary 
consultations were completed. 

Adoption of the Silver Jubilee Commemorative Declaration (item 16) 

320 .. The De~laration was adopted on 27 April 1983 and formally read out in 
Arable, EnglJ.sh and French on 29 April 1983 by representatives of Guinea, 
Les?tho, Moro:co and the United Republic of Cameroon acting on behalf of 
td~e 1: re:pectJ.ve subregion in the presence of the Heads of State and other 

1gn1tar1es. 
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Consideration and adoption of the report of the meeting (item 17) 

321. At its 229th meeting on 2 May 1983 the Conference adopted the present 
report and resolutions. 

Closure of the meeting (item 18) 

322. The representative of Egypt proposed a vote of thanks to Comrade 
Chairman Mengistu Haile Mariam, Chairman of the Provisional Military 
Administrative Council and of COPWE and Commander-in-Chief of the Revolutionary 
Army of Ethiopia and to the Government and people of Ethiopia for their warm 
hospitality and services rendered to the Commission over the past 25 years. 

323. The representative of the Gambia proposed a vote of t~anks to the 
President of Kenya and current Chairman of OAU, the President of Zambia, the 
President of Rwanda, the Vice-President of Nigeria, the President of the 
L~gislative Council of Zaire, the Deputy Prime Minister of Swaziland, the 
VIce-President of Botswana, the Prime Minister of Gabon, the Prime Minister of 
the Niger and the Secretary-General of the United Nations for having graced the 
Silver Jubilee anniversary with their presence. 

324. The representative of the Congo proposed a vote of thanks to all African 
Governments, non-African Governments and international organizations who had 
participated in the celebration of the Silver Jubilee. 

3~5. The Executive Secretary said that the many activities that had taken place 
Since the 27 of April and the presence of so many Heads of State and of the 
Secretary-General testified to the significance of the Silver Jubilee anniversary. 
It was the first time in the h1story of ECA that so many Heads of State had 
graced the occasion with their presence and delivered inspiring addresses. 
Others, who had not been present in person, had sent messages. The Addis Ababa 
Declaration had also become public. The time had been memorable also for the 
secretariat and other events had taken place in different parts of the continent. 
For all that, he was most grateful and encouraged by the recognation given to 
the Commission. The Commission had been inspired by the statements and messages 
and :hallenged to face up to the task ahead. As_the Chair~an declared th~ . 
meet1ng closed, participants would not go home w1th a feel1ng of self-sat1sfact:on, 
but with a sense of determination to take up the challenGe. On behalf.of all h1s 
colleagues, he reaffirmed his total commitment to the cause of the African 
continent and stated that he would leave no stone unturned in discharging his 
responsiblities. 

326. He also expressed his appreciation to the members of the Bur:au fo: th: 
able way in which they had conducted the proceedings. Without th~1r ~ed1ca~Ion 
and efficiency the work of the Conference would have been well n1gh Imposs1ble. 
R: also thanks'the members of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole 
Without whose thorough preparations the Conference would not have been able to 
conclude its deliberations. 
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327. In conclusion he hoped that, in the 12 months ahead before the next 
meeting of the Conference, the foundation would have been laid for a new 
Africa, the Africa epitomized in the Addis Ababa Declar~tion, an Africa that 
arose to the challenge and told the world that self-rel1ance was no longer 
just a political slogan. 

328. The Chairman, speaking on behalf of the Conference and on his own 
behalf, expressed his sincere appreciation to all who had contributed to the 
success of the deliberations and, more specifically, to the Heads of State 
and Government, the Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Secretary
General of OAU who had graced the celebration with their presence and had 
made contributions which had enriched the content of the Conference's report. 

329. His job as Chairman had been easy because of the full understanding and 
co-operation participants had extended to him. He was also indebted to the 
other members of the Bureau for their valuable assistance. He also wished 
to pay tribute to the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole which had . 
examined in detail all the documents presented to it and prepared a comprehenslve 
report and set of resolutions, together with the Addis Ababa Declaration, for 
the approval of the Conference. He also expressed deep thanks to the Executive 
Secretary who had worked with the Technical Preapratory Committee of the Whol: 
and offered his wise counsel. He admired the competent leadership the Execut1ve 
Secretary had provided to ECA and the dedication he had demonstrated for the 
development of Africa, particularly in impressing that the salvation of Africa 
lay in self-reliance. For such tireless efforts the Executive Secretary 
indeed deserved full support in his mission to contribute to the attainment of 
self-reliance based on the pillars and programmes of the Lagos Plan of Action 
and the Final Act of Lagos. He also expressed sincere appreciation to the 
staff and experts of ECA whose dedication to African development he had witne~sed 
dur1ng the past years. The wealth of material prepared for the Conference and 
the Technical Preparatory Committee was commendable. 

330. The Chairman then declared closed the eighteenth session of the Commission 
and ninth meeting of the Conference of Hinisters. 

D. Prosramme of ~vork and priorities 

331. The work programme for the biennium 1984-19~5 (E/ECA/CM.9/3) represents 
the first in part of the United Nations 1984-1989 medium-term plan under the 
six-year programmin~ ~ycle. The draft proposals of the plan were examined by 
~he Conf:rence of M1n1s~ers at its seventh meeting at Freetown, Sierra t:one 
1n 1981 1n accordance w1th General Assembly resolution 31/93 requesting 1n 

I 

part that measures be taken to involve more closely the sectoral regional and 
functional programme-formulating organs in the planning and prog;amming process. 
The ~ocument. has. now been adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh 
sesslon, tak1ng 1nto account the views and suggestions of the Committee for 
Prog~amme and Co-ordination, the Economic and Social Council and the releva~t ct
Cormnttees of the Assembly itself and now constitutes the principal polic:( dlre 
lV~. The plan assures some degree of flexibility in that it will be revlsed 
every two ~ears in order to incorporate any developments and programme changes 
that are llkely to arise during the implementation of the Plan. 
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332. Contrary to past practices in which medium-term plans were of four years' 
duration, the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth session in 1979 took a 
decision in resolution 34/224 to lengthen the planning period to cover six 
years thus synchronizing the planning period of the United Nations with those 
of some of the specialized agencies and thus also using this common standard 
as one of the measures for the restructuring of the economic and social sectors 
of the United Nations system. 

333. A major feature of the work programme for the biennium 1984-1985, which 
de:iv:s from the medium-term plan for 1984-1989 is the relationship of causality 
ex1st1ng between the strategies enunciated in the medium-term plan and the 
"final out puts" • 

334. Another distinct feature of the work programme, ~lso deriving from the 
medium-term plan for the period 1984-1989, is the integration of economic co
operation, education and training, and labour, employment and manpower planning 
for development into development issues and policies as well as the elevation 
of energy to the level of a programme. 

335. As in the past biennium, the preparation of this work programme has been 
done on the basis of a policy of maximum budget restraint and austerity in 
which proposals of programme activities have been made within the level of 
resources of the approved programme budget for 1982-1983 and are primarily for 
bo~h those programme activities which are regarded as essent·ial-to meet legislative 
ObJectives as well as those that supplement them. Programmed outputs indicated in 
the ~ocument as far as possible represent what programme managers will be in a 
vosition to deliver. 

~36 . Since the work programme is based on the medium-term plan for th: period 
~984-1989, its underlying strategies are the Declaration on the establ1shment 
of a New International Economic Order, the International Development Stra~egy 
for the Third United Nations Development Decade and the Lagos Plan of Act1on 
and the Final Act of Lagos. In effect priorities include regional self
sufficiency in food· establishment of a sound industrial base, institution~! 
infrastructure, int;a-African co-operation; physical integration; the a~ta1nment 
of a substantial share of intra-African trade in the total trade of Afrlca, etc. 
The programme reflects the need for rapid, simultaneous and interlinked advances 
on several strategic points and takes into account the prese~t lo~ ~eve~ of 
self-reliance and of self-sustaining growth and structural d1vers1f1cat1on 
characteristic of most countries of the region. 

337. The main thrust of the work programme and activiti~s in food and agriculture 
for 1984-1985 will be to provide countries with informat1on and analyse: of 
agricultural development policies, of integrated develop~e~t.and.of agrlcultural 
marketing institutions whilst the work programme and a~t1v:t17s ln ~atural ~e~ 
sources primarily will be to assist the African countr1es.1n ~pro~1ng.know e ge 
of their mineral resources and the development of appropr1ate ln:t:tutlon~l. 
structures and technical and managerial capabilities for the eff1c1ent ut1l1z-
ation of the mineral resources potential of the continent. 
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338. Similarly, in industrial development the thrust of the work programme 
and activities will be to assist countries in the formulation of policies and 
strategies for the translation of industrial objectives into specifics as well 
as assisting them in the establishment of appropriate machineries to improve 
capabilities for greater industrial development. 

339. The supply of real factor inputs (skilled and semi-skilled manpower for 
entrepreneurial functions, management, production, marketing and distribution, 
research and development, technologies, equipment, raw materials, institutional 
services, etc.) whilst of primary concern to work programmes and activities in 
public administration, management and manpower, is also found in other work 
programmes including science and technology, statistics, environment and trade. 
The accent now being placed by the secretariat on the work of the inter-divisional 
committees for the least developed countries and integrated rural development 
gives added recognition to past Conference of Ministers resolutions on these topics. 

340. The study of population policies and their assessment in socio-economic 
development forms the thrust of the work programme in population for the 
biennium 1984-1985 and also forms part of the overall development strategy of 
ensuring recognition of the close relationship between population trends and 
other sectors. 

341. Recognition continues to be given to transport and communications 
particularly with a view to strengthening intraregional and interre~ional links. 
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CHAPTER IV. RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE 
AT ITS NINTH MEETING 

460 (XVIII) - Survey of economic and social conditions in Africa 

461 (XVIII) - Support to African land-locked and island countries 
462 (XVIII) - Situation of food and agriculture in Africa 
463 (XVIII) Assistance to the livestock sector in Africa 
464 (XVIII) 

- United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa 
465 (XVIII) 

466 (XVIII) 

467 (XVIII) 

468 (XVIII) 

469 (XVIII) 

470 (XVIII) 

471 (XVIII) 

472 (XVIII) 

473 (XVIII) 

474 (XVIII) 

475 (XVIII) 

476 (XVIII) 
477 (XVIII) 

478 (XVIII) 
479 (XVIII) 
4So (XVIII) 
481 (XVIII) 

482 (XVIII) 

483 (XVIII) 
484 (XVIII) 

- Problems of freedoms of the air in Africa 

Im~lementation of the Industrial Development Decade in Africa 

- Establishment of an African r1onetary Fund 

Interregion~l economic and technical co-operation 

- African statistical services 

Perspective studies in African countries 

- Africa and the on-going international economic negotiations 

- Women in development in Africa 

The climatic situation and drought in Africa 

Strengthening of African capabilities in environmental matters 

Human settlements 

- Development of cartographic services in Africa 

Evaluation and harmonization of the activities of African multi
national institutions sponsored by ECA and OAU 

Development of resources of the sea 

Strengthening of the Multinational Programming and Operational Centres 

- Support to the United Nations Trust Fund for African Development 

Measures for accelerating the implementation of the Substantial Hew 
Programme of Action in l-\frican Least Developed Countries 

First round of review meetings for the African le~st developed 
countries 

Activities of the secretariat 

Vote of thanks to the Government and people of Socialist Ethiopia 
485 (XVIII) - Vote of thanks to the Heads of State and Government of Kenya, Zambia, 

Rwanda, Nigeria, zaire, Botswana, Gabon, the !Jiqcr and s-..;aziland and 
to the Se~retary-General of thA United Nations 

486 (XVIII) - Vote of thanks to all African Governments, non-African Governments 
and organizations 
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460 (XVIII) • 
1/ 

Survey of economic and social conditions in Africa-

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling its resolution 404 (XVI) of 10 ~Pril 1981, 

Emnhasizinq once again the importance of the Survey of economic and social 
conditions in Africa for a continuous assessment of the economic and social 
situation of African countries and in assisting member States to identify 
ap?ropriate policy measures to deal with their current and long-term develoP
ment problems, 

Congratulating the secretariat for preparing the document entitled 
"Economic and s::>cial survey of Africa, 1958-1983" 2/ and the Survey of economic 
and social c~nditions in Africa, 1981-1982, 2J 

Noting with concern the difficulties that the secretariat continues to 
~r.counter in preparing the Survey, 

1. Calls on each member State to provide the secretariat with the informa·
tion required to prepare the Survey as called for in resolution 404 (XVI); 

2. Notes with satisfaction the efforts made by the secretariat to broaden 
the scope of the Survey by including short-term forecasts of the major macro
economic variables for the region as a whole, for subregions and for country 
groupingsJ 

3. Requests the secretariat to improve the quality of the forecasting 
exercise in the Survey; 

4. Further requests the secretariat to do everything in its power to 
ensure the realization of the Survey. 

1/ 
above: 

See chapter III, section c 
r 

Y E/ECA/CM.9/20. 

2( E/ECA/CM.9/5. 

229th meetil!5!.' 
2 May 1983_. 

paragraphs 239 to 287 and 289 to 295 
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461 (XVIII) • Support to African land-locked and island countries~ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 35/160 of 19 December 1977 proclaim
ing the United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa, 

Recalling the global strategy and programme of action 5/ adonted by the 
Conference of Ministers of Transport, Communications and Planning as well as by 
the Economic and Social Council in May and Jul~ 1979 respectively, 

Recalling the Monrovia Strategy for the African region in the International 
Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade adopted on 
18 July 1979 by the Council of ~tinisters of the Organization of African Unity in 
resolution CM/Res.722 (XXXIII), 

Recalling the Lagos Plan of Action for the imnlementation of the Monrovia 
Strategy, §! in particular the chapter on transport and communications, adopted 
by African Heads of State and Government on 29 April 1980, 

Conscious of the need to reduce the adverse effects ex~erienced by land
locked and island countries, 

Noting with concern that the initiatives taken so far in favour of land
locked and island countries have not been very effective, 

l. Makes an urgent appeal to all States members of the Commission and inter
national organizations to take effective measures in order to mobilize financial 
and technical resources for the benefit of land-locked and island countries~ 

2. Requests that ap~ropriations under the United Nations Special Fund 
f .~r Land-Locked Developing countries should be increased in order to expand 
their capability to respond positively to development needs; 

3. Requests the Commission secretariat to co-operate with all relevant 
specialized agencies of the United Nations system in implementing an appropriate 
programme of ~ction in favour of land-locked countries. 

4/ See chapter III, section C, para~raphs 289 to 295 above. 

5/ E/CN.l4/726. 

6/ A/S-11/14, annex I. 

229th meeting, 
2 t'ay 1983. 

- ·-.....: 

- ... 
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. 7/ 
462 (XVIII). Situnticn of food and aqriculture in Afr~ca-

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling resolution 4/78 on the Regional Food Plan for nfrica adopted by 
the FAO Regional Conference for Africa held in Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania, 
in September 1978, 

Recalling also its resolution 351 (XIV) of 27 March 1979 in which it 
appealed to member States effectively to implement r.he Regional Food Plan for 
Africa, 

Further recalling the decision taken, by the Heads of State and Government 
in April 1980 in the Lagos Plan of Action, 8/ to the effect that African 
Governments, in their efforts to develop food, should focus their attention 
on most urgent programmes and activities, namely the reduction of post-harvest 
losses~ establishment of food security programmes and increased production of 
food crops, livestock and fisheries and adopt policies and measures to increase 
investments, 

Noting with deep concern the continued decline of the food self-sufficiency 
ratio and the shortfall in domestic inputs and external financial assistance, 

1. Calls on the Governments of the region to intensify their efforts at 
the national, subregional and regional levels to adopt and implement policies and 
measures for expanding food production, reducing food losses and setting up food 
security systems; 

2. Further calls on the C'overnments of member States to give special 
emphasis to price and other incentive measures and to adequate water and other 
resource utilization in their efforts to increase food crop, livestock and 
fisheries production; 

3. Requests Governments 
to the exchange of information 
for food development; 

of member States to accord priority to research, 
- - ess 

on scientific research and to technological progr 

4. Calls on international financial institutions and donor countries to 
increase substantially their investment in the agriculture sector in Africa; 

5. Calls on the Executive Secretarv an0 the Secretary-General of the 
Organization of African Unity to intensify efforts to assist member states in 
the implementation of the African Food Plan and the Lagos Plan of Action; 

6 •. Calls on the Commission to Update the document on the situation of food 
and aqr~cul ture in Africa in the liqht of ... he _, · i d dat;ons 

0 t h - '-- u1.scuss ons an recommen . ... 
rna .e a t e fourth meeting of the Technical Prenaratorv Committee of the TrJhole 
before subm'tt' 't · -

-
1 ~ng ~ to the General Assemhly at its thirty-eighth session; 

2/ See chanter III, section C, paragranhs 289 to 295 above. 

8/ A/S-ll/14, annex I. 
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7. Requests the Commission, in close collaboration with the Food and 
Agriculture Organization and other United Nations specialized agencies, to under
take an intensive study to ascertain the cause of the ap~arent discrepancy between 
the increasing resource allocation to food and agriculture and the declining per
formance of that sector; 

B. Calls on the relevant United Nations agencies to assist the countries 
of the region to mount action-oriented programmes to improve the food situation 
in Africa and in bridging the technological gap; 

9. Requests the Food and Agriculture Organization to continue to strengthen 
its support to the Commission and, through the latter, to the Multinational 
Programming and Operational Centres, for implementing the Regional Food Plan for 
Africa and the Lagos Plan of Action at the regional and subregional levels. 

229th meeting, 
2 May 1983. 

. 9/ 
463 (XVIII). Assistnnce to the livestock sector in Afr1ca-

The Conference of Ministers, 

R 11 . 10/ f the 1' mplementation of the t1onrovia S eca 1ng the Lagos Plan of Action _ or 
trategy for the Economic Development of Africa of July 1979, 

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 35/69 of 5 December 1980, 36/1 86 of 
17 December 1981 and 37/245 of 21 December 1982, 

Convinced of the need for the rapid implementation of the Regional Food Plan 
for Africa and the Lagos Plan of Action, 

Tak1'ng by the commission secretariat on the situation 
--:::----~n;.:o:..t.::.e:::. of the report 11/ 

of food and agriculture, 

Bearinq in mind the need to develop the livestock sector as an essential 
cornnonent of food and a suoport for a0riculture, 

Aware of the t of the livestock sector derivinq from th~ 
d worrying sta e ht d ertification and bov1ne 
~struction of herds by scourges such as droug ' es t ·n the national 

d1seases and takinn into account the imoortance of the sec or 1 .. 
economies of African States in terms of both food and trade, 

2/ See chapter IIIr section C, paragraphs 289 to 295 ahove. 

10/ A/S-ll/14, annex I. 

U/ E/ECA/Ct1. 9/15 and summary • 
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1. Congratulates the secretariat of the Economic Commission for nfrica, 
the Organization of African Unity and institutions within the United Nations 
system such as the Food and Agriculture Organization and other relevant organiza
tions for their research work in the agriculture, fisheries and livestock sectors 
with a view to increasing productio~.of food cro~s and animal Products; 

2. Requests the secretariat of the Commission to conduct, in close collabora
tion with the Food and Agriculture, perspective studies in the livestock sector, 
evaluate progress and work out a specific approach to the development of this 
sector inorder to increase the contributio~ of the livestock sector to food and 
agriculture development; 

3. Calls on the States members of the Commission to pay special attention 
to this sector when drawing up national economic development programmes. 

229th meeting, 
2 Hay 1983. 

464 (XVIII). 
12/ 

United Nations Transnort and Communications Decade in Africa-

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling its resolution 291 (XIII) of 26 February 1977, Economic and social 
Council resolution 2097 (LXIII) of 29 July 1977 and General Assemblv resolution 
32/160 of 19 December 1977 nroclaiming the United Nations Transoort- and Communica
tions Decade in Africa, 

JJecalling also its resolution 435 (XVII) of 30 April 1982, 

R.eferring to Economic and Social Council resolution 1982/54 of 29 July 1982 
and General Assembly resolution 37/140 of 17 Decemb~r 1982, 

Considering that the programme of the Decade requires constant adjustment 
during the entire period of the Decade, 

Having considered the 9rogress reoort on the implementation of the programme 
of the first chase of the Decade (1980-1983) and the- renort on the draft programme 
of the second phase (1984-1988), 13/ -

Notinq with satisfacLion the initiative taken by the Executive secretary in 
the preparation of the crogramme of the second phase and the timetable set up in 
this regard, 

Ancreciating the efforts made by the Executive Secretary in his quest for ways 
and means to finalize the programme of the second phase in a satisfactory Vlay and 
to secure its financing, 

12/ See chapter III, section C, paragraphs 289 to 295 above. 

g/ E/ECA/Ct1.9/7 and 8. 
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1. Exnresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations and the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme for 
the financ i al sur nort which they have provided for the organization of the 
fifth consultative t e chnical meeting and the preparation of the plan of action 
of the second phase of the Decade; 

2. Apoeals to donor countries and financial institutions to participate 
ful l y and positively in the fifth consultative t.echnical meeting scheduled to 
be held from 11 to 14 October 1983; 

3. Notes with satisfaction the progress so far mac2 in implementinr; the 
programme o f the first ?hase of the Decade and the efforts made towards the 
prepara t ion of the ?rogramme for the second phase; 

4 • Endorses resolution ECA/UNTACDA/Res. 83/23 of 11 r,arch 1983 of the third 
Conf erence of Hinisters of Transport, Communications and Planning; ]if 

5. Recommends that, in view of the success of the consultative technical 
meetings organized for the mobilization of resources for financing the progranune 
of the first phase, other consultative technical meetings should be organized as 
soon as possible after the launching of the second phase of the Decade in 1984 

and in any event not later than the middle of 1985 for the following subsectors 
of transport and communications: 

(a) Broadcasting; 

(b) Postal services; 

(c) Air transport; 

(d) Railways and rail transport; 

6 . Aooeals once more to donor countries and financial institutions to 
lend substantial financial support to the Decade projects and to a~cord 
particular attention to the pr~grarnrning, financing and implementat~on of 
PDrt and communications proj~cts of the land-locked countries; 

trans-

7• Supoorts the decision of the Executive Secretary to organize an in
formal round - ~able to be held in Paris from 21 to 24 June 1983 on problems 
related to the implementation of the Decade programme; 

b tter co-ordination and 

h 
B. Requests the Executive Secretary to ensure e . t'ons so as to 

arm · f t ort and commun~ca ~ on~zation among the various modes 0 ransp · 1 master 
avoid d · d · un subregional and req~ona -
Pl uplication and competition ~n raw~n? . 11 as an -integrated master 
-- ans for each mode of transport and cornmun~cat~ons as we · 
Plan for all modes; 

United Nations to make available 
9. Requests the Secretary-General of the f' . 1 resources to enable it 

to the Eco~omic Commission for Africa sufficient ~nanc~a 
to: 

---1:Y E/ECA/01.9/26. 
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(a) organize the four consultative technical meetings referred to in 

naragraryh 5 above; 

(h) Undertake stur1ies on the harmonization and co-ordination of the various 

modes of transport and communications; 

(c) Prepare, in collaboration with the International Lahour Office, a 
study of mannov1er needs of all African countries for all modes of transnort and 

communications; 

(d) Dra1>1 uo a priority orograrnme in transport and cor.,munications for the 

lnnd-locked countries; 

(e) Or<1anize in January 198"- the fourth Conference o:F ~~inisters of" Transnort, 
Communications and Planning; 

10. 'P..enuests the Executive Secretary to ensure the implementRtion of the 
nresent res~lution and to submit regulariy to the Conferen-ce a re_nort on the 
imolementation of the Decade progra~e. 

229th meeting, 
2 ~-'aY 1983. 

465 (XVIII) P bl f f d f 
. 15/ 

• rc ems o ree oms o the air in Afr~ca--

The Conference of t-Hnisters, 

Recalling resolutions EC!l./UNTACDA/Res. 79/6 adopted on 12 r1ay 1979 and 
ECl\/UNTACDA/res.Bl/19 adopted on 18 tlarch 1981 by the Conference of t-ftinisters 
of Transport, Communications and Plannin~, 

Recalling resolution CM/Res.890 (XXXIII) on freedoms of the air adopted by 
the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the organization of African 
Unity at Nairobi in 1981, 

Noting that little orogress has been made in the implementation of these 
resolutions by member States, 

Convinced that non-imnlementation of the above-mentioned resolutions haS 
constituted a major obstacle to the harmonization of air transport schedules in 
Africo_ and, hence, is impeding the development of air transport in nfrica, 

Having noted the reY)ort of the third Con:!:erence of African rJfinisters of 
Trans~ort, Communications and Planninq, 16/ 

!2/ See chaoter III, section C, oaragranhs 289 to 295 above. 

16/ E/ECA/Ct\.9/215. 
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1. Urges African States to implement the above resolution of the Heads of 
State and Government of the Organization of l'frican Unity as 11rell as the various 
recommendations armroved by the Conference of '1inisters within the framework of 
the Decaoe nrogramme; 

2. Requests the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with the Secretary
Ceneral of the Organization of flfrican Unity, the African Civil Aviation ComMission 
and the Association of African f,irlines, to convene in 1984 a conference of 
representatives of ~frican r,overnments and African airline companies to examine 
ways and means of imnlementing the resolutions on freedoms of the air; 

3. Requests the Secretary-r,eneral of the United Nations to make available 
to the Corr~ission sufficient financial resources to enable it to organize this 
conference. 

229th meeting, 
2 r1ay 1983. 

466 (XVIII). Implementation of the Industrial Develooment Decaoe in Africa171 

The Conference of ~inisters, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 35/66 B of 15 December 1980 nroclaim
ing the 19eos as the Industrial Development Decade in P.frica, resolution 1 (VI) 
~f i\!ovember 1981 adopted by the sixth Conference of 1\frican 1 'i~isters ~f Industry, 
lts own resolution 442 (XVII) of 30 APril 1982 on the formulat1on and lmnleMenta
tion of a nrogramme for the Industrial Develonment Pecaoe in Africa and resolu-. 
tion 55 (XVI) of 28 ~av 1982 of the Industrial Develooment Roard on the Industrlal n --
-evelo~ment Decade in Africa, 

~onsiderin~ that the effective implementation of the La~os Plan of Action 
\-Till, to a laro~ extent deoend on thP. sustained develonment of industry as ~ 
s - ' h t tural ad]ust-u'!Plier and user of crooc1s and services and, therefore, on t e 5 rue . . 
ment · ~ . 1 t d strateaic core 1ndustr1es, l.n the industrial sector with emphas1s on se ec e - ·· · 

C · · · 1 t t ' of the Decade programme . _onv1nced that the effective and rap~d 1mn emen a 10n . - . 
Wtll reduce the vulnera'bility of 7\frican countries to the deenenlng world economlc 
crisis, 

Concerned Hith the fact that the funds oriainally earmarked by the United 
N~tio~ Develonmcnt Prooramme as its minimum co~tribution towards the imrylementa
tton of the De~ade ohjc~tives are not likely to be available, 

1 • Urgently calls uPon member States to intensify.thei~ 
Collective effort~ to mobiiize resources for implementat1on o 
nnt· 

lonal, subregional and regional levels; 

----
17/ See t'on C oaragraph 288 above. chapter III, sec 1 , . . 

individual and 
the Decade at the 
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2. l'Jotes with anpreciation the allocation of $US 1 billion by the African 
Development Bank and th.e promise of future expansion beyor.d this initial amount 
to fin~nce industrial projects in African countries during the period 1982-1986; 

3. Urges African countries to particinate actively in the meetings of the 
Governing Council of the United Nations Development Progrc.mme with a viC\4 to 
em~hasizing the high priority accorded to industry by African countrie s in the 
Lagos Plan of Action. 18/ 

229th meeting, 
2 r1ay 1983. 

46 7 (XVIII) E t bl . h t f f i l.Cl/ • s a 1s men o an A r c an Monetary Fund ~ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Concerned at the fact that the world economic situation, espe cially the 
international financial and monetary crisis, has aggravated the ~roblems faced 
by the African countries as reflected in the mounting external indebtedness, 
balance-of-payments deficits and the depletion of their external reserve s, 

~indful of the fact that the contribution made by the International Monetary 
Fund in assisting African countries to overcome their financial and monetary d 
problems and in ~articular their balance-of-payments problems has been ve ry limite 
and inadequate to overcome such problems, 

Aware that at present no effective mechanism exists in nfrica for ensuring 
that sound and regi~nal monetary and financial policies are adopted to ~rotect 
African countries from the adverse effects of the world monetary crisis and to . 5 
overcome the nroblems of the multiplicity and inconvertibility of African currenc~e 
as well as the absence or inadequacy of financial markets, 

Recalling the Clecision of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of 
the Organization of African Unity taken at the Economic summit held in Lagos, 
Higeria, in 7'mril 1980,to establish an African r-~onetary Fund by 1985 as i'l means 
of assisting member States in overcoming these oroblems, 

l 'sh-Noting with satisfaction the progress so far achieved towards the estab ~ 
ment of the Fund as reflected in the ~utcome of the meetinq of se nior officials 
of ministries of finance and central banks held in Addis ~baba from 4 to 7 october 
1982, and ~he prelim~nary techn~cal work done by the co-operating secretariatsi~!n 
the Econom1.c Corrnniss1.on for Afr1.ca, the orc;ranization of l':.frican unity, the A.fr 
Institute for Economic Development and Planning, the African Develo"9ment Bank and 
the African Centre for Monetary Studies, . 

113/ 7\j s-ll/14, annex I. 

19/ S8 e chapter III, section C, naragranhs 289 to 295 above. 

,/ 



-
- 05 -

Noting further the delay in carryino out the studies on the establishment 
of the Fund, keeping in mind the difficulties exncrienced by the Executive Secretary 
in recruiting an African co-ordinator for such studies, 

1. Anpreciates the financial support nrovided by Algeria for carry
ing out the feasibility studies on the establishment of an African r~onetary Fund 
and for the convening of the meeting of senior officials of ministries of fina1.ce 
and central banks; 

2. Appeals to the Af:t:ican Governments to lend their political and 
financial sunnort for the establishment of the proposed Fund; 

3. Urges the African regional financial institutions, such as the African 
Development Banl~. and the P-frican Development Fund, also to make financial 
contributions towards the realization of this objective; 

4. Requests the Executive Secretary, in collaboration ~vi th the Secretary
General of the Organization of African Unity and the co-operating African regional 
institutions, to expedite the preparation of the feasibility studies and the 
convening of the related meet-ings, in line with the schedule of activities re
commended by the above-mentioned meeting of covernment officials and to re?ort on 
the [Jrogress mRde on the establishment of the African _Honetary Pund to the tenth 
meeting of the Conference of African r~inisters of the Commission to be held in 
1984. 

229th Meetinq, 
2 r1ay 1983. 

?n/ 

468 (XVIII). 1 economic and technical co-o_peration~ Intcrreqiona 

The Conference of ~Uniste .cs, 

Bearin9 in mind the recommendations of the .Afro-Arab Summit Conferenc€ heln 

in t1.-:1rch 1977, in Cairo, Egypt, 

f 28 F b rv 1977 cnlling for co
Recallinq its resolution 301 (~(III) o · e run .. 

o~erc>.tion bet,~ecn the Economic Commission for Africel ann the Economic Cornmission 

for ~estern Asia, 

· h lQ8l · Freetown to the ExGcutivc 
Recalling further its request made ~n r1arc - ~n · ·· t · t of the s · t · ite the secre nr~a 

ecretarv of th0 Economic Commission for Afr~ca 0 ~nv . d by thn Economic L . ntings orqan~ze ~ eague of ~rab States to attend as an observer, me- · 
Commission for Africa, 

Considering th<2 Amman Strategy for 1\rah States, 

--2 I C ~,.ar~nranhs 289 to 295 above. _£ See chanter III, section , ·-· u-, 
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Recalling further the ~rusha Dccluration of Februnry 1979 ~ on collective 
self-reliance for relaunching South-South Dialogue and the Car."tca s programme on 
economic co-oneration among developing countries 3-]_/ of ro!ay 1981, 

1'1oting the efforts made hy the North African t1ul tinational Proqra!llf'ling 
and Operational C~ntre concerning the development of ~fro-Arab co-ore r a tion and 
calling u~on the other r1ultinational Programming and Onerntional Centre s to act 
in the same way, 

Aware of the fact that the Executive Secretary should nursue his e fforts 
to nromote interregional co-operation with the .!'>.rab world \.Jithin t:b e framework 
of the memorandum of agreement between the Commission and the Economic Commission 
for f•Jestern Asia and in active collaboration with the Organization of African 
Unity and the League of Arab States in the course of the meetings of the Standing 
Commission for Afro-Arab Co-operation and other ~fro-Arab solidarity organizations 
such as the Arac Eank for the Economic Develonment of Africa, 

Aware also of the current economic and technical co-operation activities 
be tween States members of the Economic Commission for Africa on the one hand 
and those of the Economic Commission for Western Asia and the Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific on the othe r hand, 

Recalling the renort of the Joint Meeting of Governmental Experts from 
Africa and Latin America on Economic and Technical co-operation, 23/ held in 
Addis Ababa from 1 to 4 June 1982, and the action-oriented proposaTs in three 
priority fields, namely interregional trade, human resource~ d~velonment and 
utilization and scienc~ and technology for develo~mcnt which the ~~ecting agreed 
to implement jointly, 

Recalling in t;Jarticular, resolution II adopted by the mee tinCJ '"hich, inter 
alia, urged the executive secretaries of the Economic commission for Latin 
America and the Economic Commission for Africa, in co-operation with the United 
Nations Development Programme, to take all necessary st~ps to ensure the speedy , 
implementation of the recommendations of the ~1eeting 'lnd, to that end, to establJ.sh 
an appropriate mechanism for consultat.ion at the interregional level and also to 

, 'on 
create or strengthen natJ.onal focal points for economic and technical co-operatJ. 
among developing countries, 

Noting that the study tour of ~frican specialists in mineral resources 
development to five Latin ~merican countries in October 1 98 2 to study the oroaniza
tion, .f~nancing and ~anagement of mineral resources development activities, and o 

the VJ.~J.t by the AfrJ.can representatives are among the initial steps taken by th~ 
Bxe cutJ.ve ~ecretary of the Economic Commission fo~ Africa, in co-operation with 
the ExecutJ.ve Secretary of the Econom~c Co , , f . . , th a vie\v , , , ... rnmJ.SSJ.On or LatJ.n AmerJ.ca Wl. 

to J.mplementJ.ng the )oint action-oriented proposals, 

21/ 

22/ 

'l1! 

TD /236. 

1\/36/333. 

ECO/ETC/l/5. 
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Aporeciating the assistance given by the United Nations Development Programme 
and the Government of the Netherlands in financing economic and technical co
operation ~mong developing countries activities and thereby promoting interregional 
co-operation, 

Conscious of the limitations imposed on the development o f economic and 
technical co-operation among developing countries , by the i nadequacy of resour ces, 

l. Congratulates the executive secretaries of the Econo~ic Commiss ion 
for Latin America a nd tho Economic Commission for Africa on havi ng convened 
the first Joint r1eeting of Governmental Experts from Africa anrl Latin ~merica 
on Economic nnd Technical Co-operation; 

2. Recognize s the joint action-oriented proposals as contai ned in the 
renort of the me e ting, including those in resoluti on II annexed to the report, 
as constituting the basis for interregiona l co-ope ration between States members 
of the two Commissions and urges the two executive s ecre taries to assist the 
States members of their res.J?ective regions to imnlement them fully and speedily; 

3. Commends States members of the Economic Commission f or Africa nnd the 
Economic Commission for Latin ~merica on t he steps already t c:tken to imolement 
the action-ori8ntod proposals in respect of mineral resources develooment and 
trade promotion, and requests the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission 
for ~frica, in collabora tion with the Executive Se cre t ary o f the Economic Commission 
for La tin America, to intensify the efforts in assi sting ~ember States in this 
regard; 

4. Urges the Executive Secretary to continue rendering assis t ance t o 
member States in the ir co-operation wit h the Economic Commission for Western 
Asia and the Economic ano S;cial Commission f or Asia and the Pacific; 

S. Reque sts the Executive Secretary to cont ribute eff ect ively to the 
dynam~c development of ~fro-~rab co-ope ration by collabor ating fully wit~ ~het
Organl.zation of ~frican Unity and the League of ~rab States, and by part1c1.pa 
· t ' nd to 1.ng in meetings of the Standing Commission for Afro-Arab Co-opera 1on, a . 
assist specialist bodies dealinq with Afro-Ar ab co-operation in implem~nt1ng 
concrete proj ects and programme~ for strengtheni ng Afro-Arab co-operat1on; 

6. Calls uoon the Executive Secretary to continue to assist member 
States in conducting multilateral negotiat ions on the Global System of ~raded 
Preferences and relate d eC011omic matters withi n the framework of ec~noml.c f an 
technical co-ooeration among developing countries as agreed at meetl.ngs o 
th -

e Group of 77 in Caracas and elsewhere; 

e and the c~vernment 
of 7. Commen~s the United Nations Developmen~ P7~9~=~nterregional t echnica l 

the Netherlands for their sup9ort to the Comm1s s1. n d to other f undi ng 
and eco . . . . nd appeals to them an nom1c co-operation act1V1t1.es a t to the Commission's 
~9encie s which have not yet done so, to r ende r gener ous suppor 
~nt · r nramme· erregional economic and technical co-operat1on P 0~ - ' 

t to the nineteenth session 
B. Requests the Executive Secretary to reoor h ' resolution. 

Of the Commi~sion on progress made in the implementation of t l. S 

229th meeting, 
2 ~·.w 19113 . 
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. ?.4/ 
469 (XVIII). African statistical serv~ces-

The Conference of r1inisters, 

~ of the urgent need to imporve economic and social policy formulation 
ulanning, administration and analysis in the context of the Lagos Plan of Action 25/ 
which aims to promote African develo~ment through collective self-re liance , 

Recognizing that the effective organization of these activities requires 
adequate quantitative information at the national, subregional and regional 
levels, 

Noting that many African statistical services are not yet able to supply 
this information in a satisfactory and timely manner because of significant 
interrelated constraints which include low dar~ demand for non-technical plan
ning, statistical brain crain, management weaknesses, data processing difficulties 
and failure to regard data appl~cations as a principal gu-ide in organizing data 
collection, processing and analysis, 

Further noting that there is still a lack of co-ordination in external 
assistance to statistics and international recommendations in this field do not 
adequately cover data analysis and applications, 

1. Urges \,overnments of the region to: 

(a) Accord higher priority generally to the improvement and strengthen
ing of their statistical services so as to provide data which will assist in 
assessing current economic and social probl~ms and in accelerating development; 

(b) Identify data applications as a basis for determining priorities for 
data collection and analysis in each subject field; 

(c) ·Utilize fully available training facilities to provide staff for 
statistical services and ensure that these services are efficiently managed; 

(d) Take steps to overcome existing data processing difficulties through 
the provision of adequate equipment and by ensuring that statistical personnel 
play a more direct and active role in computerized data processing; 

(e) Make increasing use of national statistics co-ordinating organs for . 
the planning and co-ordination of activities and for the preparation of realistJ.C 
and integrated statistical development programmes which should be incorporated 
in national develooment plans as recommended by t~e Lagos Plan of Action; 

. . (f) Wit~in the context of their development programmes, ensure that sta~ 
tJ.st~cal servJ.ces nrepare annual work programmes f~r issuing regular pub1icatLons 
and reports on surveys, etc. and for conducting other activities in a timely 
manner; 

24 / See chapter III, section C, paragraphs 289 to 295 agave. 

25/ A/S-11/14, annex I. 
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(g) Encourage both central planning agencies and those dealing with par
ticular subject fields to adopt a more technical and analytical approach to 
plan preparation, implementation, monitoring, evaluation and review; 

2. Recommends that the United Nations and its specialized agencies should: 

(a) Continue existing efforts to co-ordinate technical co-operation in 
all aspects of quantitative information; 

(b) Extend international statistical recommendations to include guide
lines on data analysis and applications; 

3. Appeals to inter-governmental agencies, multilateral and bilateral 
organizations to: 

(a) Continue to assist in strengthening the operation of statistical 
infrastructure in the region; 

(b) Support activities designed to improve the utilization of statistical 
data for development; 

4. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to take all necessary 
steps to assist the improvement of African statistics along the lines indicated 
above. 

229th meeting, 
2 !1ay 1993. 

470 (XVIII). .. 26/ Perspective studies in African countrie~--

~Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling the Monrovia Strategy for the African Region in the Internatio~al 
Development Strategy for the Third Uniten Nations Development Decade ad~pte? ~n 
resolution C~/Res.722 (XXXIII) by the Council of Ministers of the Organ1zat1on of 
African Unity on 18 July 1979, 

· 1 t tion of the Monrovia Recallinq the Lagos Plan of Action 27/ for the ~mp emen a t 
Strategy, adopted by the second Extraordinary Stwmit of Heads of State and Governmen 
of t~e Organization of African Unity on 29 npril 19BO, 

Bearinq in mind the necessity for African countries to undert~ke 
?erspective -studies with a view to devising and assessing alternative 
lmplementing the Lagos Plan of nction, 

-~---

neriodic 
ways of 

_
26/ sectl'on C, o_aragraphs 239 to 287 and 289 to 295 above. See chapter III, -

~ A/S-ll/14, annex I. 
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Taking note of the secretariat's preliminary perspective study for the African 
region by the year 2008 28/ which highlights the prospects of critical areas such 
as population and human r;sources, food, energy, industry, transport and external 
trade and finance, 

Also takinq note of the increasing number of African countries which have 
embarked on perspective studies with a view to laying the foundations of proper 
and efficient planning, 

1. 
taken the 
reaion by 

Congratulates the Executive Sccretarv of the Commission for having 
initiative to prerare a cowDrehensive study on the persnectives of the 
2008; 

2. ~e~uests the Executive Secretary to: 

(a) Circulate the study widely to African ~overnments, universities and 
research institutions with a view to stimulatin0 initiative and actions for the 
efficient implementation of the Lagos Plan of Action in African countries; 

(b) Provide, on request, technical assistance to r.overnments in devisin0 
tools for persnective studies on their respective economies; 

(c) Update the study every five years, to serve as a tool for assessing 
the degree of implementation of the Lagos Plan of .~ction in the 7\frican reaion; 

(d) Include consideration of the study in the agenda of the thirr1 session 
of the Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and Demo0raphers; 

3. Calls upon member States to examine the study critically with a 
view to identifying areas of interest to them and taking appropriate action for 
perspective studies on their economies. 

229th meeting_, 
2 r~ay 1983. 

471 (XVIII). 
29/ 

Africa and the on-going international economic negotiations--

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling the resolution 
economic negotiations adopted 
contained in annex III to- the 

28/ E/ECA/CH.9/23. 

on the narticipation of Africa in 
by the African Heads of State and 
Lagos Plan of Action, 30/ 

international 
Government as 

29 / See chapter III, section C, paragraphs 289 to 295 above. 

30/ A/S-11/14, annex III. 
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Recognizing that the on-going and forthcomina international economic 
negotiations conducted within the framework of th~ United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Develo~ment, the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, the 
successor agreement to Lome II and the Code of Conduct on Transnational 
Corporations are likely to have a deep and far-reaching impact on Africa's socio
economic development ~respects, 

Aware that it is in Africa's own interest to participate fully and 
effectively in these and other on-going negotiations, 

Notii1q with disappointment the results of the t•eetinq of the l'inisters 
of External Trade of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade held in Geneva 
in November 1982 and the failure of such negotiations to take full cognizance of 
the development oroblems facing the African countries, the 9roblems ex9erienced 
in the im9lementation of the Lome II agreement, and in the negotiations on the 
Code of Conduct on Transnational Corporations, 

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the adol?tion of a common African 
position on the issues to be discussed at the sixth session of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development, as reflected in the Libreville Mew.or~nd~m ~ 
and. of the harmonization of positions of developing countries on these issues 
that was arrived at the fifth ~~inisterial Confe~ence of the Groun of 77 held in 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, from 5 to 9 1\.nril 1983; 

2 • Urges the African Graul? members of the General /l.greement on Tariffs 
and Trade to follow up effectively on the issues that were unresolved at the 
recent ~1eeting of Minlsters of External Trade of the Agreement t-.ri thin the frame
work of the permanent machinery of the 1\greement to safeguard their interest in 
these neqotiations; 

3. ~ppeals to all States members of the Cotnrnission to participate fully and 
effectively in all international economic negotiations an0 in narticular the sixth 
session of- the United Nations Conference on Trade and DeveloJ)ment and to ensure 
that they hnrmonize their oositions and that where ~ossible there is continuity in 
the individuals representi~g African countries in each set of negotiations; 

b · 'th the secretary-4· Requests the Executive Secretary, in colla oratJ.on Wl. - . · . 
General of the Orqanization of l'.frican Unit~,, to continue to nrovJ.~e technJ.cal,. 
logistic and advi~ory support to the African Crou~s partici~ating J.n such ne90tJ.a-
tions; --

'tt International Trade 5 • Calls upon the Ministerial Follow-uo Cornrnl. ee on · . d 
and · th t me of the above-mentJ.one F1nance for African Develooment to assess e ou co . he 
negotiations, on the basis of ~tudies to be done by the secretarJ.at of t 
Commission and the Organization of African Unity; 

6. Requests the Executive Secretary to make available to the Conference of 
Ministers, a~ its tenth session, the results of such an assessment. 

---2!! E/BCA/OAU/Trade/1. 

229th meetinq, 
2 r.1ny 1983. 
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. f . 32/ 
Nomen in development ~n A n.ca-

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling its resolutions 360 (XIV) , 361 (XIV) and 362 (XIV) of 27 March 
1979, 407 (XVI) of 10 April 1981 and 447 (XVIII) of 30 April 1982 on the imole
mentation of programmes and mobilization of resources for the advuncement of 
women in Africc.., 

Recalling also its resolution 332 (XIV) of 27 Harch 1979 on the Develonment 
Strategy for Africa for the Third Develonment Decade, 

Bearing in mind General Assembly resolutions 34/180 of 18 December 1979 
and 35/136 of 11 December 1980, 

Conscious that the Lagos Plan of Action 33/ not only places importance on 
human resource development and utilization bu~also calls for special action to 
promote the technical· ~ social, economic, cultural and political . advancement of 
women, 

Aware that women had been largely left out of the mainstream of development 
and suffered from an imbalance of opportunities for the development and applica
tion of their latent capabilities as well as social attitudes, 

Aware also that progress in the integration of women in development at the 
· ts national, subregional and regional levels had been hampered by serious constrakn 

in human and financial resources, 

Having considered the report of the fourth meeting of the Africa F.cgional 
Co-ordinating Committee for the Integration of Women in Develooment held at 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 11 to 13 April 1983, 34/ 

l. Endorses the report and recommendations of the fourth meeting of the 
Africa Regional Co-ordinating Co~ittee; 

2. Urges member States and national machineries for the integration of 
women in develonment to take the necessary steos to assess the contribution of 
women to national develo!Jment and to meet thei~ needs effectively through national 
policies, legislation and development programmes; 

3• Calls unon member States to ensure greater and more effective participa
tion of women in the decision-making process at the national, subregional and 
regional levels; 

32/ See chapter III, section C, paragranhs 289 to 295 above. 

33/ A/S-ll/14, annex I. 

34/ E/ECA/TPCr'-1.4/8. 
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4. Calls upon African Governments, national machineries for the integra
tion of women in develoryment, the United Nations and other international 
develonment agenciP.s to intensify thP.ir efforts to train women an~ girls in all 
socio-economic fields; 

5. Calls u~on the Executive Secretary of the Commission to submit the 
document ~ on the institutional framework governing relations between the 
various organs established to promote the integration of women in development 
to member States for their views and comments which should be incorporated in a 
revised version of the document to be submitted to the next meeting of the 
Africa Regional Co-ordinating Committee; 

6. ~poeals to member States to contribute adequate human, material and 
financial resources for the strengthening of the national machineries for the 
integration of women in c'ievelopm.ent to enable them to discharqe their respon
sibilities effectively; 

7. Appeals further to member States, African inter-governmental organiza
tions and the international community to continue to contribute to the sub
regional and regional women's programmes and to accord special privilege to 
projects concerning women at the Silver Jubilee (fourth) Pledging Conference for 
the United Nations Trust Fund for the African Development; 

8. Calls uoon the secretariats of the Commission and the Organization of 
African Unity, th~ Bureau of the 7'.frica Regional co-ordinating Committee and the 
Pan-African hlomen • s Organization to collaborate closely in ~he .oreparation. of 
the third Regional Conference for the I .nteqration of ~lomen 1n DeveloT_)ment 1n 
l984 which should define Africa's position. at the l•7orld Conference of the United 
Nations Decade for r•Tomen: Equality, Develot;>ment and Peace due to be held in 
Nairobi, Kenya, in 1985; 

9. Urges member States to give their fullest support to the above
mentioned third Regional Conference and to the r,Jorld Conference. 

473 (XVIII). 

229th meeting, 
2 ~~ay 1983. 

. 36/ 
Sl.. tuatl.' on and drouqht in 1\fnca

ThP climatic 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling its resolution 239 (XI) of 23 February 1973 on the Sahelian 
drought, 

affected the Sahel region in the 1970s is now 
Aware that drought which had 

24 
of ,

1
hich are among the least develo?ed 

serio~affecting 34 African countries, ' 1 h d sudano-Sahelian region and the Ka a ar~ 
an some of which are located outside the 
desert region, 

-
ATRCt-J/1\RCC/83/r~JD. 8. 

C, Paragraphs 289 to 295 above. 
See chanter III, section 
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Realizing that drought is nm.,r a chronic, natural ohenomenon whose causes, 
frequency·ar.d trends are currently difficult to control and must be studied 
scientifically, 

Conscious of the linear relationship between drought, desertification and 
underdevelopment, 

Further recalling its resolution 416 (YUII) of 30 ~nril 1982, 

Deeply concerned about the worsening climatic situation and dire effects 
of recurring drought, erosion, cyclones and famine on the peooles of Africa and 
on the African economy in general, 

1. Urgently requests the Executive Secretary to organize a snecial 
scientific round tahle to which all States members of the Commiss~on would be 
invited. The round table would consist of nntional exnerts from the invited 
countries as well as international experts on climate,£land, water and soil 
resources, ecology and the environmen-t, on the ~roblems of the climatic situation 
in Africa with a view to examining the causes, peri.odicity, trends and effects of 
drought on the African economy and to proposing measures that can be taken in the 
short, medium and long terms to deal with the problem; 

2. 1\poeals to the relevant United Nations organs, organizations and 
bodies such as the World r-1.eteorological Organization, the United Nations 
Environment Programme, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and cultural 
organization, the United Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office, the Food ant1 Agriculture 
Organization, the Unite1 Nations Development Programme, the Organization of 
African Unity and other relevant inter-governmental and non-governmental organiza
tions to collaborate actively with the Commission in this urgent task; 

3. Calls upon Governments to give high priority, through both financial 
and manpower allocation, to the problem of understanding climatic variabilit~ 
in their countries in order to facilitate advance nlanninq for drought, eros~on, 
cyclones famine and their related effects; · -

4. Requests the Secretary-r;eneral of the United Nations to orovide add
itional resources to the Commission to enable it undertake this most important 
task; 

s. Further requests the Executive Secretary to submit a report on the 
outcome of the scientific round table on the cli~~tic situation in Africa to the 
nineteenth session of the Commission/tenth Conference of Ministers; 

6 • Calls upon the international communitv and bilateral and multilateral 
aid donors to grant increased financial resourc~s to the countries affected by 
drought and desertification and to the institutions engaged in combating these 
phenomena. 

229th meet!-ES!.' 
2 May 19E· 
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4 74 (XVIII) • 
37/ 

Strengthening of African capabilities in environmental matters--

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling its resolutions 378 (XV) of 12 Anril 1978 and 40A (XVI) of 
10 April 1981 which decided to establish an int~r-governmental regional committ~e 
on environmental matters jointly with human settlements, 

Further recallinq its resolution 498 (XVI) of 10 April 1981 which estab
lished the Joint Inter-governmental Regional Commi ttee on Human settlements and 
Environment, 

Bearinq in mind General Assemblv resoluti ons 32/197 of 20 December 1977 
and 33/202 of 29 January 1979, -· 

Aware that the Lagos Plan of Action for the implementation of the llonrovia 
Strategy for the Economic Development o f Africa 33/ orovides inter alia 
priority areas of environmental concern for the Afri~an region which has been 
supported by decision r£.9/12 of 26 May 1981 of the Gover ninq Council o f the 
United ~ations Environment Proqramme, on ~riorities for se rious environmental 
problems in develoninq countri~s, 

Notinq General Assembly resolutions 36/192 of 17 December 1981 and 37/217 
of 20 December 1982 on international co-operation in the field of the environment, 

Further noting the catalystic role and mandate of the United Nations 
Environment Programme in its decision GC.l0/26 of 31 Hay 1982, for raising, 
inter alia, additional resources to the Environment Fund to assist develoning 
countries in dealing with serious environment al problems and while recognizing 
the arrangements being made for the regional oresence of the United Nations 
Environment Programme by its r,overning Council decision GC.l0/2 of 31 r 1~Y 1982 

to strengthen environmental capabilities, esneci ally i n the African reg~on, 

Eavinq considered the report of the third meeting of the Inter-gov~rnmental 
Regional Committee on Human Settlements and the first meeting of the Jolnt Inter
governmental Reqional Committee on Human Settlements and Environment, 39/ 

· d - · f the Inter-novernmental 
1. Takes note of the reoort of the th1r meet1ng 0 

. 

Regional Committee on Human Settlements a nd first meetinq of the Jo~nt Inter-1 
gov 1 d E vironrnent and reso u-

e:rnmental Regional Committee on Human Sett ement s an n . . 
tio 

1 
. f · m nt co-ord~nat~on · ns (l), 2 (1) anri 3 (1) on the strengthen1n(_J o enVlron e . r1 

ca~.)Cibili ties at the Economic Commission for Africa, in the African reg~on an 
environmental education and training in Africa respectively; 

--221 See chanter III, section C, naragranhs 289 to 295 above. 

~ A/S-11/14, annex I. 

39/ E/BC!\(HUS/ENV .1. 
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2. Requests the Executive Secretary, in collaboration with t~e Bxecutive 
Director of the United ~lations Environment Programme, to continue to strengthen 
the environmental capabilities of the Commission within the frame1~ork of the 
regional presence of- the United Nations Snvironment Programme, for the planning, 
co-ordination and implementation of inter-governmental activities dealing with 
serious environmental ~roblems such as drought, desertification and erosion in 
the continent when the nresent project ends after the 1982-1983 bienniQ~; 

3. Further requests the Fxecutive Secretary to co-operate \~ith the 
Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme to imnlement 
the latter's decision GC.l0/25 ~ to promote environmental education and train
ing in Africa for manpower development on environmental matters, t~king into 
account the findings of the meeting of exnerts from Governments and the 
scientific community in Africa ~.dexisting national training institutions in 
the region offering environmental courses and to strengthen them where 
appropriate, and the activities of the International Labour Office and other 
United Nations organizations in environmental education and training in the 
region; 

4. Calls upon Governments in the African region to: 

(a) Strengthen their national environmental caDabilities to cope with 
the assessment of natural resources exploitation and ~ollution control during 
rapid industrialization of the Industrial DeveloDment Decade bv incorporating 
environmental considerations into national devel~mment plannin.q, reviewing the 
terms of reference of various licensing boards an-d corporation~ for exnloi ting 
natural resources, setting up national- standards board-~ for an inci.ustrial code 
as well as health criteria for industrial workers, establishing supporting 
analytical lahoratory facilities and strengthening the legal an~ legislative 
machinery for implementing environ~ental nolicies into en~ironmental laws and 
regulations \·lith the infrastructural sunoort for effect~_ve law enforcement; 

(h) Organize intensive human resources development programmes to train 
the scientists, technicians, r:>lanners, policy-makers, industrial managers in 
environmental assessment and management techniques, needed for the Industrial 
DeveloPment Decade; 

(c) ~ndeavour to ~laugh back some of the profits of economic growth to 
provide national services for meeting basic human needs especially through 
nrogramme for mass education, primary health care and nutrition in order to 
• h I 
~mprove t e quality of life of mass of the African population and provide the 
work force needed for sustainable economic development; . 

5• Calls upon the international community and financial institutions 
as well as ~h~ competent United Nations organiz~tions, oroans and bodies to 
respond P~s~t~vely to the African initiative on environme~t and development 
by provichng th8 necessary funds, trained rnann.ower and technological exDertise; 

6 • Requests the Executive Secretary to report to the second meeting of the 
Joint Inter-governmental Regional Committee on H~man Settlements and Environment 
on the matter. 

229th meetin_9., 
2 "1ay 1 9 8~: 
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4 75 \>:VIII) • Human settlements 40/ 

The Conference of ~1inisters, 

Recalling its resolutions 316 (XIII) of l P1arch 1977 on the establishment 
of the Inter-governmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements and 358 (XIV) 
of 27 Harch 1979 on institutional arrangements for human settlements, 

Recalling also its resolution 408 (XVI) of 10 April 1981 which extended 
the man~ate of the Inter-governmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements 
to include environmental matters, 

Further recalling resolution 8 (IV) of the fourth Conference of African 
11inisters of Industry of 26 November 1977, 

Having examined the report 41/ of the third meeting of the Inter
governmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements ana first meeting of the 
Joint Inter-governmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements and Environment 
held at Addis Ababa from 28 June to 2 July 1982 and the resolutions adopted at 
that meeting, 

Noting with concern that the support of the United Nations Development 
Programme to the buildina materials and construction industries development 
proaramme is to be termi~ed by the end of 1983, which would seriously ~ffect 
the continuation of ongoing activities and the im~lementation of projects 
planned in the framework of the Programme with the result that the objective 
of self-sufficiency in this sector by the year 2000 would hardly be achieved, 

l. Endorses the report and resolutions adonted at the third meeting of 
~he Inter-governmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements and first meet
~ng of the Joint Inter-governmental Regional Committee on Human Settlc~ents and 
Environment; 

2. Approves the emphasis on physical planning, housing financing 
~echanisms and building materials p~licies and programmes as n~cessary priority 
. ssues for the development of a regional human settlements pol~cy and programme 
~n pursuance of the objectives and strategies of the f.lonrovia Declaration 42/ 
and the Lagos Plan of Action, 43/ 

G~t· 3 •. Urges member states to take steps to implement the specific actions 
, . ~ned ~n the resolutions adopted by the.Joint Inter-governmental Regional 

Cotnm· tt ' ~ ee on Human Settlements and Environment; 

--~~ See chapter III, section C, paragranhs 289 to 295 above. 

41/ E/ECA/HUS/ENV.l. 

~ Organization of African Unity, Council of Ministers resolution 
CM/?22 (XXXIII). 

il/ A/S-ll/14, annex I. 
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4. Calls upon the Commission on Human Settlements to assist the Joint 
Inter-governmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements and Environment in 
the implementation of the regional human settlements priorities decided by 
the said Committee; 

S. Requests the Executive Secretary to take the necessary steps, in 
consultation with member States, the United Nations Develo~ment Programme, 
other United Nations and international organizations, to ensure the speedy 
and successful imolementation of the above-mentioned resolution~. and ~articularly 
the continuation of the building material~ and construction industries develo?
ment programme far beyond its present termination date until the objective of 
self-sufficiency in building materials and construction industriP.s enshrined in 
the Lagos Plan of Action is achieved; 

6. Invites member States to take measures aimed at strengthening regional 
co-operation for the im9lementation of the resolutions adopted by the Joint 
Inter-governmental Reqional Committee on Human Settlements and Environment. 

229th meeting, 
. 2 r1ay 1983. 

476 (XVIII). . 44/ 
Development of cartooranhic services in ~fr~ca--

The Conference of t~inisters, 

Having considered the report of the fifth United Nations Regional 
Cartogra~hic Conference for Africa, 45/ held at Cairo, Egypt, from 28 February 
to 7 t1arch 1983 and the resolutions adopted by the Confe~ence, 

Conscious of the urgent need to strengthen cartographic institutions in 
the member States as the services required of them constitute the bedrock for 
the exploration and inventorying of their national resources, 

Noting with satisfaction that the resolutions of the aforrnentioned 
Conference are consistent with the tenets of the Honrovia strategy 4f>/ for 
the Economic Development of Africa and the Laqos Plan of Action, 47;-

!~i~dfu: of. the crucial role which modern S;>ace geodesy plays in the accurate 
and rap~d f~xat~on of control points which are basic to the orenaration of 
maps and charts and which in turn are the prerequisites for effective ~lanning 
and execution of development projects, 

44/ See chanter III, section C, paragraphs 289 to 295 above. 

45/ E/ECl\/TPet.r.4/6. 

46/ Organization f Af · 0 r~can Unity, Council of Ministers resolution 
CM/nes. 722 {XXXIII) • 

47/ A/S-ll/14, annex I. 



Be aring in mind that United Nations regional cartogranhic conferences for 
Africa provide a forum for the transfer of the technology essential for the 
development of cartographic capabilities as well as for facilitating the ex
change o f exoerience inclu~inq assistin9 the Economic Commission for Africa in 
the formulation of its nrogramme of work, 

1. Endorses the report of the fifth United !\lations Regional Cartographic 
Conference for Africa and the resolutions contained therein~ 

2. Requests the Executive Secretarv to convene the sixth United Nations 
Regiona l Cartoqranhic Conference for Africa in 1986 and requests the Economic 
and Social Council to establish systematic and effective collaboration with the 
Economic Commission for ~frica in order to provide budgetary backstopping in 
the organization of future regional cartographic conferences; 

3. Invites member States which are yet to render their full suooort to 
the re0ional centres for cartography and remote sensing to do so, thereby 
justifying their faith in technical co-operation among African countries; 

4 . Calls upon the Executive Secretary to: 

(a) Collaborate \·lith the African Association of Cartography to undertake 
an assessment of the training requirements of each member State in the various 
fields in cartography as recommended in resolution 6 (V) of the fifth United 
Nations Tl.eqional Cartograohic Conference for ltfrica; 

(h) Publish a directory of cartographic training centres in Africa which_ 
would form a basis for oossible regionalization of certain national cartogra~h1c 
centres~ 

5 • UrCTes 1nember States to give moral, political and rna terial sup_nort 
-. - J- . ·· "1 bl 11 relevant data 

to the Afr1can Doppler survey proJect and to make ava1 a e a . . 
at their disposal .for the establishment of regional and subreg1onal Afncan 

geodetic data banks~ 

6 . Requests the Executive Secretary to encourage member states and . 
· · h R · 1 Centre for Serv1ces 
~nterested bodies to give financial suoport to t e eg1ona f . Donnler 
in Surveying' ~~a~ping and Remote Sensin-g for the execution of the l\ n.can 
survey project; 

1 t" 13 (V) of the fifth United Nations 
7. Endorses in _~?articular reso u l.on . d 1 t. on of a vear for 

Regio 1 C f f Africa on the ec ara 1 na artograPhic Con erence or 
1986 

"The Year of cartoqranhy 
cartograohy in -Airica, and accordingly declares as · 
in Africa" , 

. S retary to convene during 1983 a 
8. Further requests the Execut1ve ec . . . A~ricrt t~ith resoonsi-

~eetin<J of all regional and subregional organ~zat1o~~e~~ ~lth a view to harmoniz
i~lity ~or surveying, ~apping and remote se~~~~il~~y and effectiveness. 

9 thel.r structures so aR to Pnsure their 229th meeting, 
2 c'nY 1 <J83. 
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477 (XVIII). Evaluation and harmonization of the activities of African 
multinational institutions snonsorecl by ECA and OAU 48/ 

The Conference of ~1inisters, 

t-ecalling the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Laqos 49/ adopted 
by Heads of State and c~vernment in April 1980 in Lagos, notably in-chapter VIII, 

Recalling also the importance which the Heads of State and Government 
attach to the role of African inter-governmental institutions in the implementa
tion of the Plan and the Act, 

Still believing that inter-governmental institutions constitute a conditio 
sine qua non for effective self-reliant develo~ment in the region, 

Conscious that existing inter-governmental institutions face acute financial 
anc'\ other nrohlerns \•Thich constrain them from nursuinq effectively the goals an0. 
objectives for Nhich th~y \-Tere established, 

Convinced that the harmonization and/or integration of these institutions 
caul~ he more heneficial to African countries and het~er enable the Commission 
to lend to the institutions its effective supnort, 

Pavinq examined the document prepared by Nigeria on the subject 50/ and 
the associated recommendations prepared by the Technical Preparatory Committee 
of the t:Jhole at its fourth session, 51/ 

1. Thanks the Covernment of ~'!igaria for its initiative; 

2. Decides to establish an ad hoc committee consisting of ten rr. r;mber 
States to be appointed by the Conf renee of Hinisters on the principle of 
equitable geographical representation, assisted by the Executive Secretary 
of the Commission, the Secretary-r.eneral of the organization of ~frican Unity 
and the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme .~ to u:'. -~er-· 
take an assessment of the objectives and operations of the various existing 
multinational institutions established under the aegis of the commission and the 
Organization of African Unity with a view to making pro~osals as to their . 
continued relevance and effectiveness and to advise on ways and means by wh~ch 
the activities may be better rationalized, co-ordinated, harmonized and/or 
integrated in accordance with paragraph 4 of its resolution 390 (XV) of 12 Apri l 
1980 and the instruction of the Heads of State anrt Government as contained in 
paragraoh 264 (i) of the Lagos Plan of Action; 

3. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee to submit its report to the nineteenth 
session of the Comrnission and tenth meetinq of the Conference of r-1inisters; 

48/ See chapter III, section C, ~aragranhs 289 to 295 ahove. 

49/ ~/S-ll/14, annexes I and II. 

50/ P./ECA./TPCT·l.4/7. 

2_Y E/~C.'\/Ol.CJ/28. 
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4. Recruests the Executive Secretary and the Secretary-General of the 
Organization of African Unity to give every technical sup_Dort to the Ad Hoc 
Committee; 

5. Requests the Executive Secretary and the Secretarv-r,eneral of the 
Organization of African Unity to ensure that no new multinational institutions 
should be created unless their creation hns been thoroughly examined and after 
the Possibilities offered by national institutions, or existinq multinational 
ones, have first been fully considered. 

478 (XVIII). 52/ 
Develonment of resources of the sea--· 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Decallinq its resolution 340 (XPJ) of '2.7 March 1979, 

229th meeting, 
2 ~'ay 1983 . 

liTotinq with sa tis faction the resolution on the c:1.evelonment of nationn.l 
marine science, technology and ocean services infrastructures ado~ted by the 
third Conference on the L~w of the Sea at its 18lst meeting on 30 Anril 1982, 

Aware of the need for member States, in the light of the recently adonted 
Conve~ on the Law of the Sea, individually n.nd collectively to move 
ex_rJedi tiously in making provisions for the develcmment, manaqement and conserv3.-
t ion of the1.'r- res f th - ources o e sea, 

{•lelcominq the nrenaration of a medium-term plan for the period 1984-1989 
and a nrogramme bud~et for thebienniums 1982-1983 and 1984-1985 desi0ned to 
Undertake acti vi tie~ to assist. member States in this regarcl, 

1. Stronqly urqes member States to give hiqh nriority, individually 
and ?ollectively, to the development, mana0ement and conservation of their r~
sources of the sea; 

2. Requests tle Executive Secretary, in co-operation with the ~ecretary
General of the Organization of African Unity, the relevant organizatlons of. 
t he United Nations system and other governmental and non-governmental organlza
tions, to assist member States in this regard; 

3. Further requests the Executive Secretary similarly to assist member 
States in the implementation of provisions of the Convention on the Law of the sea 
relating to land~locked States; 

~~/ See chapter III, section c, paragranhs 289 to 295 atove. 
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4. Appeals to the Secretary-General to provide the Commission with all 
the financial and human resources needed .,.,ith effect from January 1984 to enable 
the Commission to discharge fully its responsibilities as they relate to the 
resources of the sea programme during the medium-term plan period 1984-19R9 and 
beyond. 

479 (XVIII). Strengthening of the ~~ultination'll Proqranuning 
and Operational Centres ~ 

The Conference of ~1inisters., 

229th meeting, 
2 ~1ay 1983. 

Recallina its resolutions 335 (XIV) of 27 ~arch 1979 and 418 (XVI) of 
10 April 1981 on the Multinational Programming and OPerational Centres, 

Recalling further its resolution 450 (XVII) of 30 ~pril 1982, 

Notinq with apPreciation Generall\ssembly resoluti.on 37/138 of 17 December 
1982, 

1. Expresses its aPpreciation to the r-eneral ~ssemblv for the support 
it has given to the Centres by allocating to them regular budget r e sources; 

2. Appeals once more to the Administrator of the United Nations 
Development Programme to continue to render financial s~pport to the operational 
activities of the Centres during the 1982-1986 programming cycle: 

3. Uraes member States to continue to pledge generously to the United 
Nations Trust Fund for African Development, earmarking part of their contribu
tions for supPort to the Centres and to second staff at. their own cost to the 
Centres on a short-term basis wherever feasible for the implementation of 
specific Projects; 

4. Urges the Executive Secretary to intensify his efforts to secure 
financial resources for operational activities of the Cent~es from other United 
Nations organizations and organs as well as from multinational and bilateral 
donors; 

5. Further urqes the Executive Secretary to s~eed up the implementation 
of resolution 335 (XIV) on the decentralization of the Commission staff from 
its head~uarters to the Centres. 

~ See chnpter III, section C, pnrngrnphs 289 to 295 n.bove. 

-

229th meetin_1• 
2 r1ay 19~: 
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480 (XVIII) • Supoort to the United Nations Trust Fund for African 
Development 54/ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Having examined the report on pledges and oayments by member States and 
institutions and on project implementation and expenditure for the period 1981/ 
1982 55/ as well as the report on resources required for the biennium 1984-
1985, 56/ ·-

Recognizinq the efforts made by the Executive Secretary in collection of 
pledged contributions, 

Taking note of the results of the fourth Biennial Pledging Conference, 57/ 
and reaffirming its supoort for the United Nations Turst Fund for African 
Development, 

Appreciative of the goodwill of member States and African financial 
institutions as well as non-African Governments in contributing to the Fund, 

1. Thanks these member states, African financial institutions and non
African Governments for their generous contributions to the Fund; 

2. Appeals to those member States, African financial institutions and 
non-African Governments and financial institutions which have not contributed 
to the Fund to do so as soon as possible in order to provide the full measure 
of · resources needed for the implementation of the high-priority work programme 
adopted by the Commission within the framework of the Lagos Plan of Action; SS/ 

3. Appeals further to all contributors 
ment of th · · d ib · · e~r unpa~ oledged contr ut1ons 1n 
of the priority projects of the Commission; 

to the Fund to make orornpt pay
order to ensure the irn9lernentation 

. 4 • Urges the Executive Secretary to continue to keep member States 
1 nformed of the utilization of the resources of the Fund. 

-----. ____ 
~ See chapter III, section C, paragraphs 289 to 316 above. 

22/ E/ECA/CM.9/17 and summary. 

~ E/ECA/Ct-1.9/16 and summary. 

~ See chapter III, section c, oaragraphs 296 to 316 above. 

2£/ A/S-ll/14, annex I. 

229th meeting, 
2 rtay 1983. 
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481 (:l<viii). ~easures for accelerating the imnlementation of the Substantial 
NeH Proqrareme of .l'l..ction in l\fric'ln Least Develoned Countries ~ 

The Conference of ~inisters, 

Recalling its resolution 397 (XV) of 12 April 1980 entrustinn the Conference 
of ~1inisters of African least develoned ~ountries \>tith the resnonsibili ty for 
ensurinq the co-ordination of effort-s, establishing priori ties, moni t0rinC1' and 
evaluatin0 nrogress unJer the Com~rehensive New Proqra~me of l\ction in African 
least develoned countries, 

Recalling United ~ations General Assembly resolution 3~/194 of 17 Decemher 
1981 endorsing the Substantial 1\1e~.,. Programme of 1\ction for least develof?ed 
countries adopted by the United ~lations Conferrmce on Least Developed Countries 
on 14 September 1981, 

Taking note of the tremendous efforts made by the African least developed 
countries in the preparation of their respective country review meetings, 
especially in devising policies aimed at ensuring the successful imolementation 
of their national nrogrammes, 

Expressing deep concern at the disappointing results of the secane meeting 
of hilateral and multilateral financial and technical assistance institutions 
with least developed countries held in October 1982 in Geneva, 

Noting that the review meetings so far organized have not totally met the 
expectations of the least develoDed countries, since the commitments made by 
donor countries, organizations and institutions have not fully matched the 
rrovisions of the Substantial New Programme of 1\.ct-.ion, 

Recalling to that effect General l\ssembly resolution 37/224 of 20 December 
1982 which inter alia calls upon donor countries and institutions to imnlement 
their commitments, as contained in paragraohs 61 to 69 of the substantial l\leW 
Programme of Action, so as to achieve a substantial increase in resources for 
the development of least developed countries, 

Taking note of the reoorts of the Commission and the United }!ations 
Conference on Trade an•1 Develonment secretariats resnectivelv on the implementa
tion of the Suhstantial !'lew Programme of 7\ction in least dev~loned countries, 
which underline the fact that there was no substantial increase in aid flows to 
~frican least develo~ed countries in 1981-1982, 

Further taking note of the Libreville Memorandum 6C/ o:f February 1983 by 
the African ~1inisters or: Trade on the implementation ofthe Substantial NeH 

Progra~me of ~ction in least developed countries, further ennorsed by the 
Dreparatory meeting of the Groun of 77 in Buenos Aires in April 1983, 

59/ See chapter III, section c, paragraph 288 above. 

60/ E/ECA/0.1\.U/Trade/1 • 

. . 
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Bearinq in mind its resolution 457 (XVII) of 30 APril 1982 on the implementa
tion of the Substuntial New Progr~mme of Action within the framework of national 
and collective self-reliance, 

1. Reaffirms that the primary responsibility for development rests with 
the African least developed countries themselves and that external aid is only 
complementary to rlomestic efforts for the imolementation of the Substantial new 
Programme of Action and not a permanent source of su~port; 

2. Calls upon African least developed countries to intensify their efforts 
in devising- -~-ractical measures for mobilizing domestic resources for develooment 
and better economic management; 

. 3. Strongly urges develoned countries and those develoning countries 
In a position to no so, multilateral development and financing institutions, 
?rganizations and snecialized aqencies of the United 1\Ta tions system to take 
linmer'iiate and concrete action to accelerate the implementation of the 
Substantial New Proqramme of Z\.ction for 1980s for the least developed countries; 

4
• Calls Particularly upon donor countries and institutions to implement th . -. ---- ·----'-----.....;::,:=~:._::=..:..:... 

elr comm1 tments with resoect to aid flows especially the target of 0.15 _oer 
cent of the gross national product of donor countries for assistance to least 
developed countries and the doublina of resource flows to least develoned 
countries by 1985; --

5
• Calls unon donor countries and institutions to take concrete actions 

to honour their respective commitments made during the country review meetings 50 

far organized and those to be made in future review meetinqs in order to . 
enable the countries concerned to implement their programmes in the most effect~ve 
and exp0ditious ways; -

6
• Also calls uoon donor countries and multilateral development and 

financial institutions urgently to improve the quality and effectiveness of aid 
to African least dev~loped countries with a view to enabling them to use more 
effectively and expeditiously the resources made available to them; 

7 
t . to provide assistance • Calls unon the Executive Secretary to con 1nue . 

to A.f · . 1 b t · · th the lead agenc1es, r~can least developed countries, ~n col a ora 10n w1 . 
i n all aspects of the imPlementation of the Substantial New Programme of Act1on 
·"''d · - i r quest bv r.overnments, · ,,. In Particular to assist (a) in undertak nq, upon e . - · . 

1
. _ 

~ tudies aimed at enabling the African least developed countr1es to mob1 1~e 
d .- , .. -. · · · ) • .. bl · hing national follow-u_o · "'·'·

12
!· r:.::.c resources for development; (b ~n es ... a ~s . f th 

~e~h · · · f the imnlementat1on o e .... · ... an1sms to the review meetings and mon~tor1ng 0 .. 

Sub · 1 to assist the least stantial New Programme of Action; and 1n genera ' . · qrowth 
d li t ~ elf-susta1ned econom1c eveloned countries to attain a self-re an anL~ s 
and development; 

8. Requests the Executive Secretary 
_Ol:'esent resolution to the attention of the 
Conference on Trade and Development. 

of ECA to bring the contents of_ the 
sixth session of the United rrat1ons 

229th meeting, 
2 ' 1aV 1983. 
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482 (XVIII). Pirst round of review r.K~ctinqs for the African l e ast o.eveloned 
countries 61/ 

The Conference of ~inisters, 

recalling paragraphs 110 to 116 of the Substantial ~ew Pronramme of Action 
and General Ass~mbl~ r~solution 37/224 of 20 December 1982 recommending strongly 
that the first round of review meetings at the country level on the im~lementa
tion of the Substantial New Programme of 11ction should be completed by 1983, 

Considering the exryerience that has so far been obtained from the review 
meetings that have been com~leted by six African least develooen countries, 

Aware that, with the additional five African countries that were admitted 
to the group of least developed countries by the General Asse~bly in resolu
tion 37/133 of 17 December 1983 there are still 20 1\frican least developP.d 
countries that have to organize review meetinas, 

Further aware that the clustering of review meetings to comply with the 
1983 deadline will negatively affect their final results, 

Notinq with concern that the 1_?resent declining trend in official develop
ment assistance to least developed countries is incompatible with the commitments 
undertaken in the Substantial New Programme of A.ction, 

Convinced that review meetings should serve as a mechanism for reaching 
concrete decisions between the recipient least developed countries and the 
donor countries and agencies and not merely a forum for exchanging views on 
the development needs of individual least developed countries, particularly 
because of the importance which the least developed countries attach to these 
review meetings and the cost incurred in holding them, 

l. Calls upon all the African least developed countries that still have 
to organize review meetings urgently to hold high-level consultations among 
themselves and \>lith the lead agencies with a view to rescheduling and appro
priately spacing their individual review meetinqs if necessary up to the end of 
1984 but in any case before the 1985 mid-term review; 

2. Calls upon the sixth session of the United Nations conference on Trade 
and Develonment to recommend to the General Assembly the possibility of making 
special allowance for African least develo:ned countries to organize their first 
round of review meetings beyond the time frame recommended in paragraph 114 of 
the Substantial :NeN Programme of Action and in General Assembly resolution 37/224 

of 20 December 1982 in the light of the ou~come of the high level consultations; 

3• Requests African least developed countries to ensure the establishment 
of an effective follow-ul? mechanism to the revie'" meetings; 

61/ See chapter III, section c, oaraqraph 288 above. 
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4. Urges the United Nations system to effectively co-ordinate activities 
for assisting African least developed countries in ~reparing review meetings so 
as to utilize fully the available resources of the various organizations of the 
United Nations system; 

5. Further requests the Executive Secretary, in collaboration l'lith the 
lead agencies, to undertake oeriodicallv an assessment of the results and 
effectiveness of review meet-ings someti~es ·after they have taken olace, and to 
undertake an overall assessment upon comoletion of the first round of review 
meetings; 

6. Calls upon member States to ensure during the organization of their 
individual country review meetings the availability of well-identified 
projects wherever oossible, and to take into effective consineration the re
gional dimensions of their programmes as provided for in the Substantial New 
Programme of Action; - --

7 • Further calls uoon the donor countries, organizations and institutions 
to ensure effective representation at the count.ry review meetings so that concrete 
commitments and final decisions could be made; 

B. Appeals to other developing countries in a position to do so to . 
p~rticioate at appropriate levels at the country review meetings in co?form~ty 
w1 th the principles and objectives of economic and technical co-o~erat~on among 
developing countries; 

9. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA and the Secretary-General of 
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development to draw the attention of 
the sixth session of that Conference to the contents of the present resolution 
during the discussion on_ agenda item 12. 

229th meeting, 
2 May 1983. 

62/ 

) Ar•tiv~ties of the secretariat--
483 (XVIII • " ... 

The Conference of Ministers, 

i 1 ement in efForts to solve the 
~'7elcominq the commission's increasing nvo v · : · · 

Problems imoeding the development of the .7\frican cont1.nent, 

~ting with satisfaction the 
promote intra-African co-operation 
the secretariat staff, 

Executive Secretary's constant effor~s t~ 
and economic integration and to Afrl.can~ze 

b the Secretary-General of the 
Consi derinq the active role played Y d the united Nations 

Nations and African delegations, who have encourag:d tion to requests 
A~sembly to give all the necessary favour~bl~ c~nsl. ~~:ity programmes, 
f 1 nancial resources to implement the Comm~ss~on s pr~ 

--~----
See chapter III, section c, paragraphs 289 to 295 above. 

United 
General 
for 
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1. Takes the opportunity, on the occasion of the Commission's Silver 
Jubilee anniversary, to congratulate the Executive Secretary and his colleagues, 
to express its confidence in the dedicated work being undertaken and to urge 
them to continue their efforts in the service of Africa and the international 

community; 

2. Thanks the Secretary-General of the United Nations for his continued 
to the Executive Secretary and the Commission and ur~Ps him to strengthen SUJ)pOrt 

that support: 

3. Exoresses its appreciation to the African Group ana. the GroUJ) of 77 
at the United Nations for their support for the Commission during United Nations 
General ~ssembly sessions; 

4. Requests the Chairman of the eighteenth session of the Commission 
and ninth meeting of the Conference to transmit the present resolution to the 
Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Permanent Representatives to 
the United Nations of States members of the Commission. 

229th meetinq, 
2 May 1983. 

484 (XVIIrr. Vote of thanks to the Government and peoole of Socialist EthioJ)ia 63/ 

The Conference of '1inisters, 

Deeply aooreciative of the generous and genuinely African hospita lity 
offered by the Government and people of Socialist Ethiopia throughout the serieS 
of conferences held in the beautiful and historic city of Addis Ababa, 

Deeply appreciative also of the facilities and services made available to 
the Economic Commission for Africa over the past 25 years, for all the meetings 
it has organized, 

Aware of the fact that the services provided by the Government of socialist 
Ethiopia for the holding of all the meetings in Addis Ababa nrovide a unique 
opportunity for the representatives of States members of the . Commission and 
other organizations to exchange views on various aspects of Africa's economic 
~d ~ocial situation and proposed measures to exoedite Africa's development 
WJ. thJ.n the framework of the Lagos Plan of Action .. and the Final Act of .Lagos' 

1. Expresses its 
Ethiopia for their warm 
they so generously made 
in them; 

deep~st ~ratitude to the Government and peorle of 
hospJ.talJ.ty a~d for the facilities and services that 
available to the meetings and those who participated 

2• Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission to transmit the 
present resolution to the C~vernment of SocJ.'alJ.'st Ethiopia~ 

-/~~--------6-3~/ ___ see chapter III, section C, paragraph 322 above. 

229th meeti~, 
2 t.1a" 1~· 
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485 (XVIII). Vote of thanks to the Heads of· State and Government 
of Kenya, Zambia, Rwanda, Nigeria, Zaire, Botswana, 
Gabon, the Nioer, and Swa~iland and to the Secretary
General of the United Nations 64/ 

The Conference of ~1inisters, 

Notinq with profound appreciation the presence of distinguished Heads of 
State and Government and the Secretary-General of the United Nations at the 
Silver Jibilee of the Economic Commis~ion for Africa, 

Noting with satisfaction the insniring addresses of the distinguished 
Heads of State and Government and of the Secretary-General of the United Nations 
and particularly their accurate analys i s of the various factors which have 
impeded political, economic, social and cultural progress in Africa during the 
past 25 years, 

Noting also with satisfaction their full awareness of past , present and 
future obstacles to the socio-economic development of the African continent 
and their reaffirmed commitment to concerted efforts to promote accelerated, 
self-reliant and self-sustaining growth in Africa within·- the framework of the 
Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos, 

1. Expresses its deep appreciation to Thei r Excellencies the Rt. Han. 
Daniel A ran Moi, M.P., President of the Republic of Kenya; Dr • Kenneth David 
Kaunda, President of the Republic of Zambia· General Juvenal Habyarimana, 
p ' I • --~es1dent of the Rwandese Republic and Founder-Pres~dent of the Houvement . 
Revolutionnaire National pour le Developpement; Dr. Alex Ekwuem7, Vice-Pr~s~dent 
of the Federal Reoublic of Nigeria; Citoyen Nzondomyo a'DokT)e L1.ngo, Pres~dent . 
of the Legislative Council of Zaire Member of the Central Committee; Peter Mrnus~, 
Vice-President of the Republic of B~tswana; Leon Mebiame, Prime Minister 0~ the 
Gabonese Republic; Oumarou Mamane, Prime Minister of the Republic of the N~ger; 
Ben Ndzibanze, Deputy Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Swaziland; a~d Javier 
P:rez de Cuellar, Secretary-General of the United Nations, for gror~ng the_ 
Sliver Jubilee Session of the Commission with their presence,. for addre~~wg f 
the session and for participating in some of the major events ~n celebratl.on o 
the Silver Jubilee; 

2 i t the pr esent r esolution 
• Requests the Executive Secretary to transm _ to th ·· z mbi Rwanda Nigerl.a Zaire, 

e Heads of State and Government of Kenya, a a, ' ' h 
Botswana, Gabon the Niger and swaziland and to the Secretary-General of t e 
Un't ' 1 ed Nations. 

64/ . c '('. araqra.o_ h 323 above. _ See chapter III, sectJ.on , 

229th meeting, 
2 .tlav 1983. 
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486 (XVIII). Vote of thanks to all African Governments, non-African ~overnments 
and Organizations 65/ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recallinq its resolution 455 (XVII) on the Silver Jubilee anniversary of 
the Economic Commission for Africa, 

Noting with satisfaction the unprecedentedly large number of participants 
from African and non-African-Governments as well as from organizations in the 
celebration of the Silver Jubilee and eighteenth session of the Commission and 
ninth meeting of the Conference of Ministers, their high level interventions 
and the generous contributions made by all towards the success of the Silver 
Jubilee and the session, 

Notinq ,.,ith satisfaction the dedication of States members of the Commission 
to the total liberation of the continent as ex9ressed to the Addis Ababa 
Declaration adopted on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee anniversary celebra
tion of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, 

1. Expresses its most sincere thanks to the Heac~s of State and Government 
who personally attended, addressed and participated in the Silver Jubilee session 
of the Commission: 

2. Expresses also its most sincere thanks to all t:he other He:.1ds of State, 
African and non-African and to the heads of all organizations who addressed 
messages of goodwill to the Economic Commission for Africa on the occasion of its 
Silver Jubilee session; 

3. Desires to express to all member States its appreciation for the 
g~nerous contributions that they have made at the national and at headquarters 
levels by issuing commemorative postage stamps, organizing events to celebrate 
the anniversary, placing at the disposal of the commission their works of art, 
films and, in some cases sending t~eir folk dance groups and football teams to 
Addis Ababa to enhance the events marking the celebrat-ions of the silver Jubilee 
anniversary; 

4. Calls uoon the international community to continue to extend its moral 
and financial su~por~ to the Economic Commission for Africa; 

5. Requests the Executive Secretary to transmit the present resolution 
and the Addis Ababa Declaration on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee anniversarY 
celebration of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa to all states 
members of the Commission, to organizations and to the international communitY• 

65/ See chapter III, section c, paragraph 324 above. 

229th meeti1!.5!.' 
2 .May 19§.• 
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CHAPTER V. ADDIS ABABA DECLARATION ON THE OCCASION OF THE SILVER JUBILEE 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC COMHISSION FOR AFRICA 

We, the representatives of the States members of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa, acting for and on behalf of all the peoples of Africa, 
assembled at the headquarters of the Commiss.ion from :27 April to 2 May 1983 on 
the occasion of the Silver Jubilee anniversary of the establishment of the 
Commission, now solemnly declare on this day, 29 April 1983, as follows: 

1. l':'e reaffirm our faith in and total commitment to the purposes and principles 
of the United Nations as enshrined in Chanter I, Article, of its Charter, namely, 
to maintain international peace and security, and to that end: to take effective 
collective measures for the prevention and removal of threats to the peace, and 
for the suppression of acts of aggression or other breaches of the peace, and to 
bring about by peaceful means, and in conformity with the principles of justice 
and international law, adjustment or settlement of international disputes or 
situations which might lead to a breach of the peace; and to develop friendly 
relations among nations based on resoect for the principle of equal rights and 
self-determination of peoples, and t~ take other a~propriate measures to strengthen 
universal peace. · 

2 • VIle also reaffirm our faith in the purposes of the Organization of African 
Unity as enshrined in Article II of its Charter in particular to promote the. 
unity and solidarity of the African States; to defend their sovereignty, the1r . 
territorial integrity and independence; and to eradicate all forms of colonial1sm 
from Africa. 

3 't of the total liberation 
• We dedicate ourselves and our peoples to the pursUL . . 

of · 1" bl right of the Nam1b1an our continent and in this regard uphold the Lna 1ena e . 
people to immediate nationhood and ~bhore the obstinate refusal of the racLst d 
regime in South Africa to withdraw its unlawful ~resence from the Terr~toryhan 
abide by the resolutions decisions and opinions of the Security counc~l, t e 
G ' f J t · ce t-re denounce the 
eneral Assembly and the International Court 0 us 1 • 1 t the solution 

introduction of the linkage oroposal which has become the obstac_e of the south 
f ··· · i h n opressJ.on o 

o the Namibian prob.Lem. ~oJe equally denounce the n uma b. . s oolicy of 
African people by the Pretoria regime, manifested in its o noX10U '· 1 s and 
aoa th · - · 11 t · ly on behalf of our peoo e ..:__ r e1d and resolve severally and co ec LVe · . 1 that the 
~urs 1 ces at our d1sposa so 
~ e ves to continue to mobilize all resour t bl'shed in south Africa. 
1:~ 2ople of Namibia may be free and majority rule may be es a l. 

4 . ( -VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 Hay 

1~ We recall General Assembly resolut1on 3201 5
0

f Action on the Establishment 
- 74 containing the Declaration and the Programme 

Of the New International Economic Order. 

5• T'7e also recall the Economic Declaration of ~he 
of State or Government of the Non-aligned countr1es 
1983. 

Seventh conference of Heads 
at New Delhi, India, in March 
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6. we reaffirm our commitment to the Lagos Plan of Action for the Economic 
Development of Africa including the Final Act of Lagos adopted by our Heads of 
state ~nd Government at their Economic Summit held in Lagos, Nigeria, on 28 and 

29 April 1980. 

7. we pledge to continue to pursue the objectives of international co-ope:ation 
enumerated in Chapter I, Article I, and Chapter IX of the Charter of the Un~ted 
Nations which are reflected and amplified in the terms of reference of the Unjted 
Nations Economic Commission for Africa, I/ and reaffirm our support for General 
Assembly resolutions 32/197 2/ of 20 December 1977 and 33/202 of 29 January 
1979 3/ on the restructuring-of the economic and social sectors of the United 
Nations system. 

B. t'le note with satisfaction that, Africa has, during the past twenty-five years, 
made noteworthy progress in various aspects of economic and social development, 
despite all forms of exploitation and domination of which it has been a victim. 

9. t~e fully appreciate in this context the role of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa which continues to conduct in-depth social and economic 
analyses of the conditions in the continent with a view to highlighting achieve
ments and problems and proposing policies for dealing with them. It has also 
provided a vigorous forum for the exchange of ideas on the international economic 
and social situation and for pronouncing common statements on international issues 
in the interest of the continent as well as for formulating regional development 
strategies and plans of action for their implementation. As a catalyst for develop
ing awareness of the important role of regional co-operation and integrn.tion as an 
imperative means of fostering development and economic growth in the region, it 
has spared no effort to foster the creation of multinational co-operation groupings 
at the subregional and regional levels and the establishment of regional and sub
regional institutions to promote economic and technical co-operation at the sectoral 
level. 

10. We fully appreciate also the role played over the years by the international 
community which, through bilateral and multilateral co-operation arrangements, 
particularly among develo~ing countries, and the United Nations system activities, 
has increasingly expressed its support for African countries in their quest for 
self-reliant and self-sustaining development and provided financial and technical 
assistance in various forms. 

11. We note with serious concern that, in spite of the achievements, there have 
been adverse trends and disturbing setbacks manifested in devastating crises which 
are now afflicting our continent, namely, chronic food deficits, pernicious drought 
which is now spreading throughout many countries of the continent, natural disasters, 
high costs of imports, particularly manufactured goods, capital goods and energy, 
deteriorating terms of trade with the consequential chroni~ balance-of-payments 
deficits, mounting external debts and problems of economic management. 

No. 

No. 

lJ E/CN.l4/lll/Rev.8. 

2/ General Assembly Official Records: 
45-(A/32/45). 

1/ Gener~l Assembly, Official Records: 
45 (A/33/45). 

Thirty-second session, Supplement 

Thirty-third session, Supplement 
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12. We also note with concern that these disturbing features of our economies 
derive from several factors: narrely, the erroneous belief that development and 
economic growth depended mostly on external demand and supply factors; the 
consequent neglect of the development of adequate indigenous entrepreneurs, 
high-level manpower, and national, subregional and regional markets; and in
appropriate aqricultural and industrial policies. 

13. ~Je are gravely concerned that if past and present domestic and external 
trends and policies continue, our continent in the year 2008, when the 
Commission would be celebrating its C"',olden Jubilee, would, as reported in the 
study entitled "ECA and Africa's development, 1983-2008" 4/ have worse crises 
of food and energy shortages and of balance-of-payments deficits; and most of 
the factor inputs of the region would be coming from abroad, implying that 
our continent by the year 2008 would be highly marginalized. 

l4. \'?e solemnly resolve to implement the goals, objectives and philosophy ?f 
the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Legos, in the full understand~ng 
that the burden of developing our economies for the purpose of continuously 
raising the standards of living of our peoples rest on our Governments and our 
peoples. 

15 . · th h the United Nations • We however call upon the internat~onal commun1ty, roug 
General Assembly to support this endeavour by providing the necessary mor~l, 

' · · · t · ' n the1r technical and financial supoort to the efforts of Afr~can coun r~es ~ . 
f . thf . . . , f th Lagos Plan of Act~on 
a~ ul implementation of the goals and ObJect~ves 0 e . . 1 . · of the Internat~ona 

and the Final Act of Lagos in accordance ~lith the prov~s~ons th ' 
D 1 ' . · D looment Decade. In ~s eve opment Strategv for the Third Un~ted Nat~ons eve ·· d 
c t - d' t · 'tiation of the propose 
on ext, we make an urgent appeal for the imme 1a e ~n~ th inter-

Qlob 1 . . . fforts to restructure e - a negotiations as part of the cont~nu~nq e . · t rnational n t · · bl' h equ1table new ~n e 
a ~onal economic and social system and esta ~s an h truct~ring exercise, 

economic and social order. We also urge that, in any sue ~e~he African continent 
full account should be taken of the special circumstance~ o d t African 
and in particular the fact that twenty-six of the fiftrh~~d:r~~ ~~hers, are also 
countries are classified as least developed, and, toge . 
classified as food-deficit and most seriously affected countrles. 

. to increase their official ;G. We similarly appeal to the developed count~~esto the target of 0.7 per cent 
-: Velopment assistance to the developing countrleS ~rk o 15 uer cent 

.,, th . cifically to earm • ~ 
v , e~r gross national product and more ~~e d loped countries and 
O'' th . f 'd to the least eve .. d ' ~ c:nr gross national product or a~ . . d ther concerned bo leS 
urg h t' t'onal agenc~es an o . ·n e t e developed countries, mul 1na ~ . 1 N Programme of Actlon ~ 
to implement th~ measures adopted in the Substantla ew -
favour of the least deve~oped countries. 

---~ E/ECA/CM.9/23. 
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17. We call upon the United Nations specialized agencies and African inter
governmental organizations at all levels to take into account, when reordering 
their priorities and redesigning their programme of work, the goals, objectivP-s 
and principles of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos and to 
orovide technical backstopping and, where appro:r?riate, increased financial 
~ssistance to member States in their efforts to imolement the goals and objectives 
of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos and in this context tc 
co-o9erate closely with the Economic Commission for Africa and the Organization 
of African Unity in the ~reas of: 

- Food and agriculture with a view to achieving food self-sufficiency and 
security in the region; 

- Transport and communications with a view to achieving the objective of a 
physically integrated continent; 

- Human resources development and utilization leading to self-sufficiency 
in the supply of middle- and high-level manpower; 

- Industry with the objective of achieving the goals and objectives of the 
Industrial Development Decade for Africa; 

Trade and finance in the framework of increasing intra-African trade and 
finance co-operation; 

Science and technology in order to reinforce the transfer, development and 
adaptation of appropriate technologies for development in the region; 

Natural resources with the objective of full knowledge and better 
exploration, develooment and utilization of natural resources; 

- Economic co-operation and integration for collective self-reliance. 

18. t..Je apt)eal to all the groups concerned, to ensure the success of the forth
coming sixth session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
bearing in mind that no single country or group of countries, however powerful, 
is in a position to pull out single-handedly the world economy from the present 
crisis and 9ut it on a healthy course of recovery of growth and development. 

19. We call upon the Executive Secretary of the Commission, in collaboration 
Nith the Secretary-General of the Organization of African Unity to intensify 
his efforts to popularize the Lagos Plan of Action and the Fina~ Act of Lagos, 
to monitor and evaluate systematically progress in the implementation of the 
Plan and the Act. -

20 • Finally, we hereby affirm our confidence in the Economic Commission for 
Africa, resolve to ~nc:ease our support to it and pledge anew our commitment to 
make f~ller use of ~t ~n our economic negotiations with the international 
c~rnrnun:ty, _as one of our princi~al organs for research data collection and 
d~ssem~nat~on of inFormat' f · ' · n . . . · · ~on, or promot~ng economic and technical co-operat~o 
w~th~n Afr~ca and between ~frica and the other regions of the world, and as our 
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regional think-tank in mapping African economic and social development. t-Ie 
also call upon the United Nations General Assembly and the Secretary-General 
of the United t--Jationn to give adequate material and financial resou::cces to the 
Commission. 

21. t<le make this solemn Declaration in the belief that, when our Covernments 
and peoples, in full partnership with the international community, assemble to 
celebrate the Commission's Golden Jubilee in the year 2008, we would have 
succeeded in establishing at the national level, subregional and regional levels 
in Africa truly dynamic, prosperous, self-reliant and interdependent economies 
capable of functioning as true and reliable partners in the international eco
nomic system within the context of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of 
Lagos. 

Done at Addis Ababa this twenty-ninth day of April 1983. 
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ANNEX I 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE]/ 

A. Resolution 462 (XVIII) 

Under the terms of paragraph 7 of resolution 462 (XVIII) the Conference 
of Ministers requests the Commission to carry out, in close collaboration 
with FAO and other United Nations specialized agencies, a study on the apparent 
discre~ancy between the increasing allocation of resources to food and 
agricultural proerammes in the face of decreasing production, for submission to 
the tenth meeting of the Conference of Ministers. 

The collaboration with United Nations specialized agencies would involve 
close contacts, among others, with FAO, !FAD, WFC, UNCTAD, ILO and OAU, and 
African Governments and national institutions as well as regional and subregional 
inter-governmental organizations. It is envisaged that the activities to be 
undertaken for the study will involve, with the aid of consultants, field 
missions to countries of the region. ECA would be responsible for the basic 
report of the study which will incorporate all the various inputs from the 
other organizations and institutions. 

The report will contain basic information on the allocation and untilization 
~f resources for food and agricultural development; an appraisal of invest~ents 
1n the agricultural sector and their utilization; analyses of the correlat1on 
between investments in the agricultural sector and agricultural production and 
the constraints to increased agricultural production in relation to increased 
investments· as well as advice and recommendations on ways and means for . ' ~proving the control and follow-up of resources for agricultural de~elopment 
ln order to improve the impact on food and agricultural development 1n the 
countries in the region. 

The related costs are estimated at $180,000, broken down as follows: 

Consultancy services: 

Fees: 12 work/months 
Travel on mission (6 months) 
ECA per diem 
ECA and FAO backstopping (including travel): 

Research assistant 
Secretarial support staff 
Stationery and equipment 

60 000.00 
20 000.00 
40 000.00 
30 000.00 
10 000.00 
10 000.00 
10 000.00 

180 000.00 
======-==== 

l/ All figures are expressed in United States dollars. 
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B. Resolution 463 (XVIII) 

Under the terms of paragraph 2 of the resolution 463 (XVIII), the 
Conference of Ministers requests the Commission, in close collaboration vTith 
FAO and other specialized agencies, to carry out perspectiv-e studies in the 
livestock sector evaluate progress and work out a specific approach to the 
development of the sector in order to increase its contribution to food and 
agriculture production. 

In conducting the study, ECA will work in close contact, among others, with 
FAO, ILCA, IBAR, African Governments and national institutions; regional and 
subregional inter-governmental organizations. The ECA will be responsible for 
the basic report of the study which will incorporate all the various inputs 
from other organizations and institutions. It is envisaged that the activities 
to be undertaken for the study will involve field missions to countries of 
each MULPOC. 

The report will contain prospects, constraints to, strategies and policies 
of livestock research and development at the l evel of each MULPOC and will make 
recommendations on specific approach for effective improvement of the performance 
of the livestock sector. 

The related costs are estimated at $300,000 over two years as follows: 

Mission cost 
Administrative support 
Stationery and equipment 

270 CGO 
20 000 
10 000 

300 000 
--------------

C. Resolutions 464 (XVIII) and 465 (XVIII) 

. By resolution 464 (XVIII) the Conference recommended the organization, 
dur~ng the second half of 1983, of a fifth consultative technical meeting for 
the countries of North Africa, East Africa and the islands of the Indian Ocean. 
The meeting will be held from 11 to 14 October 1983. 

In view of the satisfactory results of the four consultative technical 
me:tings held.so far (Lome, Togo; Ouagadougou, the Upper Volta; Yaounde, the 
Un~t:d Repu~l1c o~ Cameroon; and Abidjan, the Ivory Coast;) the Conferenc e 
cons1dered 1t necessary to repeat this experience for the programme of the 
second phase also. Therefore, it recommended in paragraph 5 of resolution 
464 (XVIII) ~hat f~ur consultative technical meetings be or~anized in 1984-1985 
on broadcast1ng, a1r transport, postal services and railway~. 
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The Conference also considered that the programme of the first and the 
second phase of the Decade should be harmonized and co-ordinated so as to avoid 
duplication. Particular attention ought to be paid to manpower problems and 
problems of land-locked countries. Training of qualified personnel should go 
hand 1n hand vri th the development of transport and communications infrastructures. 

In paragraph 9 the Conference accordingly requested the Secretary-General 
to provide ECA with sufficient resources to enable it to fulfil all the tasks 
assigned to it. 

By resolution 465 (XVIII) the Conference considered that the best 
solution to the problem of the freedoms of the air would be to call a conference 
of all interested parties to discuss the issue. In paragraph 2, it therefore 
recommended that such a conference be organized in 1984. 

The financial implications of resolutions 464 (XVIII) and 465 (XVIII) for 
the years 1984-1985 are as follows: 

Resolution 464 (XVIII) 

1. Organization of consultative technical meetings 

A. Broadcasting 

The · · f 5 to 7 June 1984 at Port Louis, Mauritius. meet1ng w1ll take place rom 

Preparation of documents 
Preparatory work and documentation 
Organization of meetings 
In-session costs 

Total 

B. Air transport 

50 600 
31 000 

3 500 
60 000 

lh5 100 

The meeting will take place from 21 to 23 November 1984 at Brazzaville, 
the Congo. 

Preparation of documents 
Preparatory work and documentation 
Organization of meetings 
In-session costs 

Total 

56 900 
37 000 
4 000 

56 500 

154 hoo 
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C. Postal services 

The meeting will take place in May 1985 at Maputo, Mozambique. 

Preparation of documents 
Preparatory work and documentation 
Organization of meetings 
In-session costs 

Total 

D. Railways 

54 900 
35 000 

4 000 
64 000 

151 900 

The meeting will take place in October 1985 at Blantyre, Malawi. 

Preparation of documents 
Preparatory work and documentation 
Organization of meetings 
In-session costs 

56 900 
37 000 

4 000 
60 500 

Total 158 400 

2. Studies on harmonization and co-ordination of the various modes of 
transport and communications 

The total estimated cost of the proposed study for an African Highway 
Master Plan is $1,249,440 (for 1984-1985). 

3. Study on manpower needs for all Rodes of transport and communications 

(a) Manpower and training survey in transport for Africa 

Fees 
DSA 
Travel 
Production of report 
General temporary assistance 

10 per cent contingency 

Total 

1 

1 

849 000 
475 440 
100 000 

15 000 
76 000 

575 440 
157 544 

132 984 

(b) Manpower and training survey in communications for Africa 

Fees 
DSA 
Fee for Co-ordinator 
DSA for Co-ordinator 
Travel for all 

300 000 
168 000 
150 000 

13 440 
60 000 
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General temporary assistance 
Reproduction 
Contingency 

Total 

Total for survey (1984-1985) 

Transport 
Communications 

64 000 
15 000 
50 000 

820 44o 

1 732 984 
820 440 

2 553 424 

4, Priority programme in transport and communications fo1· the land-locked 
countries 

For this programme the services of two consultants are required for three 
months each. 

Fees 
DSA 
Travel 
Translation 
Reproduction 
General temporary assistance 
Supplies and materials 

24 000 
12 000 
10 000 
16 000 
7 000 
4 500 
1 500 

75 000 

5. Organizations of thP fourth Conference of Ministers of Transport, 
Communications and Planning 

At the moment the only cost projections that can be made is for.inter~reters, 
e~timated at $36,899. Other estimates can be furnished only after d1scuss1ons 
W1th the Guinean authorities. 

Resolution 465 (XVIIIL 

The documents for the Conference will be prepared by ECA in 
with OAU, AFCAC and AFRAA with the assistance of two consultants 
months each, 

collaboration 
for three 

Fees 
DSA 
Travel 
Translation · · 
General temporary assistance 
Travel ECA staff 
Reproduction 
Organization of the conference 

Total 

24 000 
12 600 
12 000 
20 000 
4 000 
3 600 
5 000 

5::> 976 

134 176 

---
\ 
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D. Resolution 473 (XVIII) 

Paragraph 1 of the resolution requests the Executive Secretary to 
organize a special scientific round table to which all States members of the 
Commission will be invited. The round table would consist of experts on climate, 
land, water and soil resources, ecology and the environment and will be drawn 
from: 

(a) National experts from interested invited member States; 

(b) International experts in the above fields from outside Africa. 

In organizing the scientific round table, ECA will collaborate closely 
with WMO, UNEP, UNSO, FAO, UNESCO, UNDP, OAU and relevant inter-governmental 
and non-governmental organizations, to analyse available climatic data on 
African countries with a view to discovering the trends in and periodicity of 
drought. It would be necessary to carry out missions to selected African 
countries in different climatic zones to collect additional data on climatic 
variability over several decad~s from local meteorological records. 

The estimated cost of organizing the scientific round table will be 
as follows: 

I. Participants and consultants 

5 man/months of consultancy service to 15 selected 
African countries 1n different climatic zones •.• 

Travel to and DSA at Addis Ababa for 30 national 
experts from States members of the Commission 
(estimates) .•. 

Travel to and DSA at Addis Ababa for 10 international 
experts (world-wide) (estimates) 

II. Conference services 

75 000 

50 000 

29 900 

6 sets of interpreters, two English, two French, two Arabic: 
estimates for travel, DSA and fees 25 800 

Local transportation ••• 3 000 

Total 183 700 

The meeting will be held at ECA headquarters, Addis Ababa, unless a 
member State offers to host the meetings from 13 to 18 F b 1984 (tentative 
dat es ). e ruary 
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)·~. Resolution 478 (XVIII) 

By this resolution the Conference of Ministers asked the Executive 
Secretary of ECA, i~ co-operation with the Secretary-General of OAU and 
international organizations, to nssist member States with their resources of' 
the sea programmes. It was also noted that, since 1978, when the resources 
of the sea subprogramme was first approved by the General Assembly, no 
resources have been prarided up to the end of 1983 for the implementation of' the 
programme. It therefore appealed to the General Assembly to provide ECA with 
financial and human resources needed for the implementation of the subprogramme 
during the 1984-1989 medium-term plan and beyond. 

The financial implications of this resolution for the 1984-1985 biennium 
would be as follmTs: 

Salaries: (at 1983 rates per standard cost version 2a) 

P-5 50 per cent of 51,500 = ?.5,750 

P-4 50 per cent of 44,500 = 22,250 

48,000 per year x 2 years = 96,000.00 

Common staff costs 

P-5 50 per cent of 25,800 = 12,900 

P-l~ 50 per cent of 22, 300 = 11,150 

Consultants 

Travel of staff 

Total 

24,050 per year x 2 years = 48,100.00 

7,4oo.oo 

1o.ooo.oo. 
161,500.00 
========.::.~= 
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ANNEX II 

MEETINGS OF SUBSIDIARY BODIES HELD DURING 
THE PERIOD UNDER REVIEW 

Body and officers 

Inter-governmental Regional 
Committee on Human Settlements 
and Joint Inter-governmental 
Regional Committee on Human 
Settlements and Environment 

Chairman: 

~~r. ~~ustafa Nyang' anyi 
(United Republic of Tanzania) 

RaP"porteur: 

' .ts. Lebohang Letsie (Botswana) 

Follow-up Com~ittee (of the 
Hhole) on Industrialization in 
Africa 

Chairman: 

Hr. Hathieu Ngiriva (Rwanda) 

Rapporteur: 

Mr. Dzikamai Mvhaire (Zimbabwe) 

Inter-governmental Committee 
Experts of African Least 
Developed Countries 

Chairman: 

Mr. ~ersie Ejigu (Ethiopia) 

Rapporteur: 

t~r. r'r:J.ncis E.Ku.rernn 
(Sierra Leon~) 

r,eetinqs or sessions Document svmbol 

Third meeting of the E/ECA/HUS/ENV/1 
Inter-governmental Regional 
Committee on Human Settlements 
and first meeting of the Joint 
Inter-governmental Regional 
Committee on Human Settlements 
and Environment 

Addis Ababa 
28 June-2 July 1982 

Seventh meeting 
Kigali (Rwanda) 
16-19 March 1983 

Third meeting 
Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) 
11-13 April 1983 

E/J::XA/INR/3 

E/ECA/LDCs.3/6/Rev.l , 



Body and officers 

Conference of Ministers of 
African Least Developed Countries 

Chairman: 

~~r. T!Jollie Cheko1 (Ethiopia) 

Rapporteur: 

r~r • Francias E. Karemo (Sierra Leone) 

Conference of A~rican Ministers of 
Transport, Communications and Planning 

Chairman: 

Hr. Soliman Met\omlli (Egypt) 

Rapporteur: 

Hr. Baurice A. Mayombe (Gabon) 

Meetinq of the Technical Preparatory 
29mmittee of the Whole 

Chairman: 

Hr. Hersie Ejigu (Ethiopia) 

Rapporteur: 

Mr. A.D.J. Blankson (Nigeria) 
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r1eetings or sessions 

Third meeting 
Addis Ababa (Ethio~ia) 

25-26 April 1983 

Third meeting 
Cairo (Egypt) 
8-11 March 1983 

Fourth meeting 
Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) 
14-22 April 1983 

Document symbo 

E/ECA/C.M. 9/29 

E/ECA/Cr1. 9/26 

E/ECA/CM. 9/28 



E/ECA/Cr-1.9/l 

E/ECA/C~1. 9/2 

E/ECA/CH.9/3 

E/ECA/Ct1.9/4 

E/ECA/CM.9/5 

E/ECA/CH.9/6 

E/ECA/CM. 9/7 

E/ECA/CM.9/8 

F./ECA/CH.9/9 
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ANNEX III 

LIST OF DOCU MENTS 

Joint progress report by the OAU Secretary-General and the ECA 
Executive Secretary 

Provisional agenda of the ninth meeting of the Conference of 
Hinisters 

Proposed programme of work and priorities for the biennium 
1984-1985 (including rmLPOCs' substantive programme of work) 

Status and constraints in human resources development in Africa 

Survey of socio-economic conditions in Africa: 1981-1982 

Industrial Development Decade fct ;-:; frica , 1980-1990: T'rogress 
report 

United Nations Transport and Communic -- :·: : i c-~: -~ D0.cadc in Africa: 
Progress report on phase I, 1980-1983 

United Nations Transport and Communi ca. tions De c ::i- ;_, • in Africa: 
Draft programme for phase II, 1984-1988 

Establishment of .:1n Africe.n Monetary Fund: Proqn~ss ' _ · .d 

E/ECA/CIJJ.9/l0 Regional and subregional economic and technical co-Gp:?_r::: :-.>i: ' 
and integra tion: Progress report 

E/ECA/CM.9/ll Statistical support for development in Africil: Issuos , progress 
and problems 

E/ECA/CM.9/l2 Africa and current international economic negotiations 

E/ECA/CH.9/l3 Preparatory activities for the International Youth Year 

E/ECA/0~.9/14 Third Conference CJf Chief Executives of ECA-sronsored rnstitutiom': 
Issues and recommendations 

E/ECA/Cr-1. 9/15 Situation of food and agriculture in Africa 

E/ECA/CM.9/l6 

E/ECA/C~1. 9/17 

United Nations Trust Fund for African Development: Projects for 
funding in the biennium 1984-1985 

United Nations Trust Fund for African Develoornent: Report on 
t:.e utilization of pledges for 1981 and 1982 . 



E/ECA/C~1. 9/1 Cl 

E/ECA/01. 9/1 <) 

E/ECA/CM .• 9/20 

E/ECA/C~1. 9/21 

E/ECA/Cn. 9/22 

E/ECA/CH. 9/23 

E/ECA/CM.9/24 

E/ECA/CI>-1.9/25 

E/ECA/CH.9/26 

E/ECA/01.9/27 

E/ECi~/C~1. 9/28 

E/ECA/r.M. 9/29 
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Irn,n1 e menta tion of the oroqr'lrn.rne of work and oriori ties for the 
bi ennium 1982-1983 

nec:ro1:in tion on the Code of Conduct for Transnational Corporations 

A review of socio-economic development in Africa, 1958-1983 

Contributions by ECA-sponsored institutions to the implementation 
of the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final Act of Lagos 

Interregional economic and technical co-operation 

ECA and Africa's development, 1983-200G: A ~reliminary persuective 
study 

Resolutions and decisions adopted by the Economic and Social 
Council at its second regular session of 1982 and by the General 
Assembly at its thirty-seventh session, that are of interest to 
the Commission 

Personnel nnd administrative questions 

Report of the third meetino of the Conference of African 111inisters 
of Transport, Communications and Planning 

Report of the seventh meeting of the ~Hnisterial Follow-un 
Committee on Industrialization in Africa 

n~nort of the Technical Prenaratory Committee of the l'lhole on i.ts 

fourth meeting 

Reoort of the third meetin~ of the Conference of African Least 

Developed Countries. 
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