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In the absence of the Chairman, Mr.
(Germany), Vice-Chairman, took the Chair.

The meeting was called to order at 3.15 p.m.
Agenda items 57 to 81(continued)

General debate on all disarmament and international
security agenda items

Conference recognized this fact and encouraged the
creation of such zones as a matter of priority. The
Conference also recognized that the cooperation of all
the nuclear-weapon States and their respect and
support for the relevant Protocols is necessary for the
maximum effectiveness of such nuclear-weapon-free
zones and the relevant protocols. In this regard, we are
jointly announcing today our intention to sign the
relevant Protocols to the Treaty of Rarotonga in the

first half of 1996.

The Acting Chairman: With the concurrence of the
Committee, | propose to call on the representative of The Acting Chairman: | now call on Ambassador
France, who would like to make a short statement on behalfivsangiin Erdenechuluun of Mongolia, who will speak in
of France, the United Kingdom and the United States. his capacity as Chairman of the United Nations

Disarmament Commission.

Mrs. Bourgois (France) interpretation from French
| do indeed wish to speak on behalf of the delegations of Mr. Erdenechuluun (Mongolia) (Chairman of the
the United States, the United Kingdom and France. OUmited Nations Disarmament Commission): Let me first say
three delegations wish to present to the First Committee thew pleased | am to see you, Sir, chairing this meeting of
statement made jointly today by our three Governmentse First Committee. | believe it is my prerogative to say
concerning the Treaty of Rarotonga. This statement hashat.
direct bearing on the concerns expressed in our Committee
by a number of delegations. In my capacity as the current Chairman of the United
Nations Disarmament Commission, | have the honour to
introduce the report of the Commission for its 1995 session,
as contained in document A/50/42. As in previous years, the

“The Governments of the French Republic, theeport consists of four chapters and an annex, setting forth
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northernthe result of its deliberations on various disarmament items
Ireland, and the United States of America believe than the agenda during its 1995 substantive session.
internationally recognized nuclear-weapon-free zoneShapter IV sets out the conclusions and reports of the
on the basis of arrangements freely arrived at amowsgbsidiary bodies, which duly reflect the status of
the States of the region concerned, can contribute deliberations on various disarmament issues that the
international peace and security. The 1998ommission has achieved this year.
[Non-Proliferation Treaty] NPT Review and Extension

| would like simply to read out the statement:

95-86383 (E) This record contains the original texts of speeches delivered in English and interpretations of speeches
delivered in the other languages. Corrections should be submitted to original speeches only. They
should be incorporated in a copy of the record and be sent under the signature of a member of the
delegation concerned to the Chief of the Verbatim Reporting Service, Room C-178. Corrections will

be issued after the end of the session in a consolidated corrigendum.
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The Disarmament Commission organized its 1995 The Commission thus failed to reach agreement on its
session in accordance with the mandate set forth item regarding nuclear disarmament and it ended up as the
paragraph 118 of the Final Document of the first speciaictim of the mixed legacy of the 1995 NPT Conference.
session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmame8tich a legacy had a similar impact on those nuclear issues
held in 1978, as well as the guidelines set by the reformherent in the third item, regarding the “Review of the
programme entitled “Ways and means to enhance tbBeclaration of the 1990s as the Third Disarmament Decade”
functioning of the Disarmament Commission”, which wasand failed to reach any agreement, despite the fact that it
unanimously adopted by the Commission in 1990. was possible for agreement to be reached on the other

non-nuclear issues. As may be recalled, this appraisal of the

It should be pointed out that, pursuant to the reformituation was forcefully expressed by a large number of
programme, the Commission at its organizational sessidalegations in their concluding statements. A view
decided to include three substantive items in its agendspressed by many, which | fully share, was that the failure
They are: first, “Process of nuclear disarmament in thte reach consensus on two items this year should not
framework of international peace and security, with theonstitute a pretext for calling into question the important
objective of the elimination of nuclear weapons”; secondlyple of the Commission in the field of disarmament.
“International arms transfers, with particular reference to
General Assembly resolution 46/36 H of 6 December On the other hand, Working Group Il, on the item
1991, and thirdly, “Review of the Declaration of the 1990segarding international arms transfers, which the Vice-
as the Third Disarmament Decade”. Three working grougzhairman of the First Committee chaired, was able to agree
were established to deal with these agenda items. on the scope and structure of the guidelines to be elaborated

as well as on elements to be included in such guidelines.

The first item, regarding nuclear disarmament, hd3uring the course of deliberations, it appeared that all
been generally considered the most difficult owing to th®lember States attached great importance to the issue,
nature of the subject. Its wide scope further hampers effogarticularly the illicit arms trade, and that there is political
to reach agreement on certain specific topics fawvill to reach agreement on various principles and on ways
deliberations in depth. Thus it is not surprising that theand means to deal with the issue. At the 1995 session, a
Commission has not been able to make substantive progrgesd foundation has been laid and it is expected that the
on it during the past years. Although bilateral progress i@ommission will be able to conclude this item successfully
nuclear disarmament has been made with START | andihi 1996.
and unilateral disarmament measures such as withdrawal of
tactical nuclear weapons have been taken, multilateral With respect to the organization of work of the
forums, which have made considerable progress, have gegimmission in 1995, | am grateful to note that the
to conclude specific agreements in nuclear disarmamemplementation of the reform programme, with the
particularly on issues such as a comprehensive nuclear-testoperation of all delegations, has enabled the Commission
ban treaty, security assurances, a cut-off of fissile matertal finalize the procedural and organizational matters on
for weapons purposes, and appropriate procedures for timee, prior to the substantive session. In this regard, |
transfer of nuclear technology for peaceful purposes. Thdselieve that the pre-session consultations that were held
are, in fact, pertinent issues associated with the Treaty were extremely useful and contributed greatly to the
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), especiallyrganization of the work of the Commission this year.
the 1995 NPT Review and Extension Conference.

Another organizational issue is the number of the

The item on nuclear disarmament had been prolongsdbstantive agenda items for the 1996 session of the
for an additional year by the Commission with the hope th&@ommission. In view of the conclusion of two of the three
it would benefit from the success of the NPT Conferenaubstantive items this year and the availability of two slots
this year for a reasonable conclusion. However, the outcorfoe new items for next year, proposals should be put
of the 1995 NPT Conference — at which the Treaty wderward for consideration at the forthcoming organizational
extended indefinitely but no agreement could be reached session of the Commission in December. It is therefore
a final declaration regarding implementation of thexpected thatintensive consultations will be required at this
provisions of the Treaty — had a clear and significardession of the General Assembly in order to finalize the
impact on the deliberations on the nuclear issues in tdecision at the Commission’s organizational session.
Disarmament Commission.
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Finally, | should not fail to express my gratitude to alfrelations between the two peoples — an era of cooperation,
delegations for their understanding and the businesslikautual respect and common interests.
manner in which they conducted the work of the
Commission this year. Special tribute should be paid to the Building confidence is an absolute prerequisite for
members of the Bureau of the Commission, in particular thieefusing tensions and hostilities. The long-desired goal of
eight Vice-Chairmen, the Rapporteur of the Commissiospmprehensive and lasting peace in the region can also
Mr. Alaa Issa of Egypt and the Chairmen of the threbenefit from the enhancement of confidence-building. This
Working Groups, namely, Ambassador Luis Valencim turn can lay the basis, at an appropriate time, for a
Rodriguez of Ecuador, Ambassador Wolfgang Hoffmann ofeaningful process of arms control in the Middle East.
Germany and Ambassador Ibrahim Gambari of Nigeria, for
their full cooperation and hard work in fulfilling the tasks The multilateral talks are a central component of the
entrusted by the Commission. On behalf of the Commissigmeacemaking process. The Working Group on Arms Control
| should also like to express thanks to the staff of thend Regional Security is dedicated to the task of seeking
Centre for Disarmament Affairs for the valuable assistancegoperative solutions to security problems pertaining to our
particularly to the Director of the Centre for Disarmamentegion. At a time when the bilateral process is producing
Affairs, Mr. Prvoslav Davinic, and the Secretary of thdangible results, it is necessary to recall that the multilateral
Disarmament Commission, Mr. Lin Kuo-Chung, as well atalks are meant to complement the bilateral process. In our
their colleagues serving as secretaries of the three Workivigw, all States in the region have to join this forum and
Groups. On behalf of the Commission, | express my sincetake part in the overall effort to address regional security
appreciation to all other members of the Secretariat whwoblems.
assisted the Commission in carrying out its tasks.
It is also high time to recall and acknowledge the fact
Now | present the annual report of the United Nationthat the Working Group on Arms Control and Regional
Disarmament Commission as contained in docume8ecurity is and will continue to be the exclusive forum for
A/50/42. addressing matters of regional security. It is our hope that
such acknowledgement not only by regional States but also
The Acting Chairman: | thank the Chairman of the by the United Nations and the international community at
Disarmament Commission for his report on the substantil@rge. Problems of regional security can be addressed only
session of the United Nations Disarmament Commissidny the States of a given region. Hence the concept of
held this year. regionality is the cornerstone of our approach to the matters
of security and arms control, and the Working Group is a
Mr. Yativ (Israel): It is a privilege for me to extend good illustration of ths — a point on which | should like
to Mr. Erdenechuluun my congratulations on his election &g elaborate.
Chairman of the First Committee. The members of my
delegation and myself wish to assure him of our fullest Israel has repeatedly declared its unqualified support
cooperation in the deliberations of this Committee. We afer the principle of non-proliferation. It voted in favour of
confident that the Chairman and the other distinguish¢lde Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) when it was adopted by
officers of the Bureau will steer the work of this Committee¢he General Assembly. Israel also supports the indefinite
with wisdom, skill and competence. extension of the NPT.

The international community has recently withessed a At the same time, Israel must give due consideration
remarkable development enhancing the momentum of tteeits position on the nuclear issue. Support for the principle
peace process in the Middle East. The Government of IsraéInon-proliferation does not prevent Israel from assessing
and the Palestinian Authority have embarked on a new statgeown situation. Given the volatile nature of our region,
on the road to peaceful relations and reconciliatiotsrael continues to advocate the establishment, in due
Following the signing of the Declaration of Principles ircourse, of a nuclear-weapon-free zone — freely and directly
September 1993, and the Gaza-Jericho Agreement in Maggotiated — including mutual verification and
1994, Israel and the Palestinian Authority signed, iencompassing all States of the region. On the effectiveness
Washington on 28 September 1995, the interim agreeme@fisuch an arrangement, the Secretary-General of the United
that prescribes the gradual broadening of Palestinian séfations, in his report on the establishment of a nuclear-
government in the West Bank. This breakthrough is anotheeapon-free zone in the Middle East, said:
milestone facilitating the ushering in of a new era in the
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“A zone can be even more effective in this regard thadirect, as they are, in fact, conducted in the bilateral and
the NPT, essential as that instrument and its IAEfultilateral talks, within the framework of the peace
safeguards systems aré¢A/45/435, para. 109) process.

Israel looks forward to the day when conditions inthe  In this regard, the Secretary-General's report of 2
region will be auspicious for the launching of discussion&ugust 1995 on the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free
on a nuclear-weapon-free zone. In progressing towards thime in the region of the Middle East says:
end, Israel subscribes to the premise — a premise guiding
the peace negotiations — that no issue can be settled in “In this connection, the Secretary-General is
isolation, but that progress in one area, especially that of pleased to note that the matter has continued to receive
political accommodation, may lead to progress in other attention in the framework of the multilateral Middle
areas as well. East peace process, particularly in the context of the

Working Group on Arms Control and Regional

In this respect, Israel supports the following statement  Security.” (A/50/325, para. 5)
of the United Nations Secretary-General in his report of 25
October 1993: Israel feels that the challenges to its security, as well

as to the peace process, coupled with the volatility of the

“... anuclear-weapon-free zone cannot be conceivedrafgion, call for caution against any precipitate renunciation

or implemented in a political vacuum, separate frorof its agenda for the realization of a Middle East nuclear-

the process of mutual reconciliatior{A/48/399, para. weapon-free zone. Israel cannot jeopardize its security.

22) Solutions to regional problems need to be tailored to the

needs of the region. In this regard, time has an important
Therefore, in Israel’s view, a credible nuclear-weapon-freele to play.
zone can only set the seal on a durable peace. It cannot
possibly precede it. It needs to be recalled that, for the time On 3 March 1995 a joint declaration was made by
being, there are regional States that still consider themseN&®sident Mubarak, King Hussein, Israel’'s Prime Minister,
in a state of war with Israel. That being the case, thdr. Yitzhak Rabin, and Chairman Arafat. This stated:
nuclear issue must not be the subject of any premature
attempt to apply an agenda or timetable that does not reflect “within the framework of peace and reconciliation in
the reality in the region or the relevant priorities that govern  the region, with enhanced security, economic
the peacemaking process. prosperity and a higher standard for their peoples, the

leaders reaffirmed their intention to achieve equal

Furthermore, when the nuclear issue is addressed, the security and mutual confidence at lower levels of
process will take place in a regional context, and notin any armament.”
bilateral framework. Israel's policy on the nuclear issue is
therefore based on several principles. The first of these is Notwithstanding its concept of regionality, Israel feels
comprehensiveness. The nuclear issue should be dealt witht, where appropriate, global arrangements can
in the full context of the peace process, as well as of albmplement regional agreements. In March this year Israel
security problems, conventional and non-conventional. Tlaeceded to the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions
second principle is that of a regional framework. Nuclean the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May
non-proliferation will be achieved and secured only throughe Deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to Have
the establishment of a mutually verifiable nuclear-weapomdiscriminate Effects. The Government of Israel views this
free zone in the Middle East. Thirdly, there is theConvention as being primarily humanitarian in nature. As
step-by-step approach. Practicality dictates that the procesgh, it has a supportive role to play at the regional level.
be begun with confidence- and security-building measureghe accession of Israel to the Convention on certain
the parties establishing peace relations and, in due coursenventional weapons demonstrates that, where appropriate,
complementing the process by dealing with conventionedgional-security, arms-control and disarmament agreements
and non-conventional arms control, where priorities aie the Middle East could be complemented by global
assigned to systems that experience has proved to @seangements. Therefore Israel hopes that all States in the
destructive and destabilizing. The fourth principle is thmiddle East will accede to this Convention as an important
primacy of the peace process. Negotiations on all issustep towards regional security and stability.
concerning the security of the region must be free and
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Israel has manifested a similar effort in respect of theith chemical weapons and we sincerely hope that this will
global land-mines crisis. Of all forms of post-conflict crisiscome to an end. The abolishment of chemical weapons and
this is undoubtedly is the most widespread and perniciodbe creation of a region free of chemical weapons are
Its scope and magnitude are of daunting proportionisnportant to the consolidation of the peace process and the
Anti-personnel mines are, in effect, real weapons of mastbility of the region.
destruction. Thus, mine clearance constitutes a serious
humanitarian challenge facing the international community Israel has on a number of occasions expressed its
today. The continuing existence of such weapons haustgpport in principle of a total ban on nuclear-test
many countries and prevents both reconciliation arekplosions. Consequently, Israel is playing an active role in
reconstruction. the comprehensive test-ban treaty negotiations currently

taking place in Geneva. Israel hopes that these negotiations

Addressing the world-wide effort to reduce the damageill bear fruit and lead to a universal and verifiable
caused by anti-personnel land-mines, the Governmentaafnvention that will totally ban nuclear-test explosions.
Israel decided on a two-year moratorium on the transfer idrael believes that the future organization to be set up
such devices. Israel is also prepared to consider extendingder the convention should enable each State party to
know-how and assistance where they are needed. exercise its rights in the various organs on an equal and

non-discriminatory basis. A global and universally

The principle of transparency in armaments should k@pplicable comprehensive test-ban treaty will no doubt play
supported by all countries of our region. However, as eaahsupportive role at the regional level as well. Hence, Israel
country has different security considerations, perceptions erpects all States in the Middle East to adhere to the treaty
such issues differ. Since transparency in armaments hasasran important step towards regional security.
impact on the security of the region, it is necessary to
subject any security measures to relevant regional Israel’s bold decisions within the peace process and the
considerations. Measures such as the exchange agfions it takes in the multilateral Working Group on Arms
information, advance natification of certain militaryControl and Regional Security and in non-proliferation
activities and the exchange of information on unusu@sues in general demonstrate its positive contribution to
military activities have been dealt with in the multilaterapeace and the goal of non-proliferation.
talks. This is a cooperative effort in confidence- and
security-building that it is to be hoped will yield positive Let me conclude by saying that this is indeed an
results and will contribute to the defusing of tensions.  opportune moment in the history of our region which augurs

well for the solution of regional problems and the

As it has stated hitherto, Israel continues to maintaschievement of peace and stability. It is incumbent upon us
a constructive and positive attitude towards the Conventitom use this momentum for further progress and at the same
on the Prohibition of the Development, Productiontime to inculcate in all a sense that the peace process in all
Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Thdis facets, bilateral and multilateral, deserves the unqualified
Destruction. Israel has repeatedly called for the eliminati@upport and encouragement of the international community.
of chemical weapons and the establishment in the Middle The United Nations is celebrating its fiftieth
East of a zone free from chemical weapons. Israel wasniversary. This is an auspicious and unique opportunity to
among the first original signatories of the Chemicdbestow its unreserved support upon the peacemaking
Weapons Convention in January 1993 in Paris. Referringpoocess and thus contribute to peace and reconciliation in
our region, the Foreign Minister of Israel, Mr. Shimorthe region.

Peres, said on that occasion:
Mr. Moher (Canada): Let me first congratulate our

“The chemical Convention must refer itself to outChairman and you, our Acting Chairman, on your elections

region and the region at large must adhere to ite the responsible positions you hold at this historic session

principles and comply with its provisions.” of the First Committee. We look forward to working with
you and others to make this session a positive one.

We still hope that all States of the region will adhere
to this Convention, which should be treated on its merits Each year, as we begin our work in this Committee,
and its universality guaranteed. No linkage should bge should recall our Charter-given responsibility
acceptable between this Convention and any other issue.

Unfortunately, several States of the region are still armed
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“to consider the general principles of cooperation in  The Conference on Disarmament should move forward
the maintenance of international peace and securitn substantive negotiations in 1996 on a convention to cut
including the principles governing disarmament andff the production of fissionable material for nuclear
the regulation of armaments [and to] makaveapons. The two major nuclear-weapon States must
recommendations with regard to such principles”. continue to reduce their nuclear inventories. START | must
be fully implemented; START Il must be ratified and
This is a task that continues to be vital and challenging asplemented; START Il and beyond must become real
we adjust our efforts to address the broad internationatbjectives. Other nuclear-weapon States must join in the
security agenda both to encourage and reinforce the positregluction of nuclear arsenals and we must encourage
evolution of its underlying structure and to counteragirogress in establishing and reinforcing nuclear-weapon-free
negative developments. We must, accordingly, focus aones. In this regard, we welcome the statement made by
each of these. What can we do concerning the formet® Ambassador of France a few minutes ago in this
What must we do in confronting the latter? Committee.

In addressing the former, we must pursue measures Canada hopes strongly that we will be able to deal
designed to confirm and reinforce progress made in recemith each of these in a positive and pragmatic way in the
years in transforming the earlier confrontational globaleeks ahead. In doing so, we have to remain keenly aware
agenda. While differences and tensions will never whollgf two other priority areas.
disappear, we do have a greater opportunity for cooperation.

As regards the latter, we must acknowledge that the As regards chemical weapons, | am pleased to
possibility of significant conflict, regionally and internally,announce that Canada’s Foreign Minister, André Ouellet,
remains. Our action list, therefore, is clear. recently deposited Canada’s instrument of ratification for

the Chemical Weapons Convention, making Canada the

We must continue to make progress in reducing thhirty-ninth State to do so. The entry into force of this
past, present and future risks posed by the proliferation €envention is an urgent matter and we again call on all
vertical and horizontal — of weapons of mass destructioBtates to ratify the Convention as soon as possible.

The past should not dictate the future. We must build on

steps taken to reduce the risk of conventional conflict and On biological weapons, we welcome the work of the

we must accelerate efforts to build cooperation anld Hoc Group designed to strengthen the Convention on

cooperative structures. This demands national atite Prohibition of the Development, Production and

multilateral action, each reinforcing the other. Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin
Weapons and on Their Destruction and look forward, in

Turning first to weapons of mass destruction, we mugtarticular, to its conclusions on verification measures. The
re-devote ourselves to two simple objectives: reducing tiieurth Review Conference of the Convention, to be held in
number of existing weapons and preventing the spread 1§96, must be instrumental in bolstering confidence in the
such weapons. This requires the following: effective implementation of that Convention.

As regards nuclear weapons, Canada accords great While we must address the ambitious programme |
importance to our decisions in May 1995 to extend theave just outlined, we must also make progress on
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, toonventional weapons. First, Canada is deeply disappointed
adopt the statement of Principles and Objectives for Nucleidwat the Review Conference of the States Parties to the
Non-Proliferation and Disarmament and to initiat€onvention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of
strengthened reviews. Canada wants to ensure that t@isrtain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to
package of decisions is fully implemented. Be Excessively Injurious or To Have Indiscriminate Effects

did not achieve what was within our grasp: a meaningful

Nuclear testing by all States must cease nowroadening of the scope of the Convention to include
Moreover, a comprehensive test-ban treaty by mid-1996irgernal conflicts, prohibitions and restrictions concerning
an essential and vital goal, attainable if we commland-mines, especially anti-personnel mines, provisions
ourselves to that end. The treaty must ensure the definitigeverning transfers and an appropriate inquiry-compliance
and binding end to nuclear testing that we all seek. mechanism. Canada continues to advocate the elimination

of land-mines, recognizing that this goal will take a
considerable time to achieve; the objectives just cited are
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attainable steps in that direction. Thus, while we welcome On the Chemical Weapons Convention, we will be
the conclusion of a new Protocol banning the use skeking support for a consensus resolution calling on all
blinding laser weapons — and you, Mr. Chairman, playe8tates to sign and ratify the Convention and to work for its
a particularly key role in that regard, and | congratulate yaearly implementation. On cut-off, we will be seeking a
for doing so — the overall lack of results from the Revieveonsensus resolution supporting an early start —in 1996 —
Conference is very disappointing. When we resume otg the negotiations in the Conference on Disarmament.
work in January in Geneva we must deliver substantively on
all the issues mentioned above. On verification, we are seeking recognition of the
report on the role of the United Nations in verification
Secondly, we should enhance the effectiveness of thénich was prepared by a Group of Governmental Experts
United Nations Register of Conventional Arms. For thever the past two years. This is the only expert report to be
calendar year 1994, only 83 Member States have submitsdmitted during this fiftieth anniversary session of the
data. Our goal is universality. In 1997, experts will gathddnited Nations. The overall aim of this resolution is, within
again to discuss the performance and necessary evolutioraedilable financial resources, to advance in a positive and
the Register. Many of the relevant issues are not neferward-looking manner consideration of the role of
Canada favours the expansion of the Register to includerification, in the United Nations system and more broadly.
military holdings and procurement through national
production. And once we have ensured transparency, we
should move to enhanced consultations on the basis of the On science and technology, we will be seeking support
data and information then available. for a resolution to encourage wider dialogue with a view to
establishing guidelines for transfers of science and
To promote the universalization of the Registeitechnology for peaceful purposes. There is, we believe,
Canada will be circulating for the use of Member Statesgeneral agreement on the importance of facilitating the
short paper describing the way in which Canada compilésnsfer of science and technology while ensuring that such
and submits its data, including our interpretation of th&ansfers are not turned to non-peaceful purposes.
categories. This paper, which we would describe as a
“user’s guide”, is designed to be a helpful tool, which we In conclusion, | wish to emphasize that the Canadian
hope will assist countries in compiling their data. Mydelegation looks forward to working with the Chairman and
delegation would also like to share informally with Membeall other delegations to achieve these goals.
States another document which we believe may be useful as
background material for those interested in the Register and Mr. Al-Hassan (Oman)(interpretation from Arabic):
the broader issue of conventional arms transfers — dimere is no doubt that this fiftieth anniversary of the United
annotated bibliography of publications on the Arm#&lations convenes at a historic juncture that requires us all
Register. to take stock of the Organization’s past achievements and
failures, for no other reason but the defining of those
In looking at conventional weapons, we should keep ispects that call for stronger efforts and solidarity on our
mind the linkage between military expenditures angart in order for us to attain the desired results.
development. The accumulation of arms and the creation of
large military establishments in any country can fuel Proceeding from this, and in view of the content of
situations of tension and divert resources from necessdinat most important of documents, the United Nations
social and economic development. Mechanisms to reducbarter, the main pillar of our work, we find that,
the risks posed by regional and internal tensions, as well @atwithstanding the great efforts deployed in considering the
restraint on arms expenditures, should be our twissues of peace, security and disarmament, regrettably, the
objectives. results that have been achieved so far fall short of our
aspirations when the Organization was established 50 years
Against the background of these comments, Canadgo. Weapons of mass destruction still pose a grave threat
will be asking for the support of all Member States on fouio international peace and security; it can even be said that
draft resolutions which we will present to this Committeethe threat has become much greater.
relating to the Chemical Weapons Convention, cut-off,
verification, and science and technology. There is no doubt that the international agreements and
instruments that have been concluded to date and have
become an integral part of international law have had a far-
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reaching effect in limiting the threat posed by weapons &¥ashington of the second phase of the peace agreement
mass destruction and have been instrumental in shapbefween Israel and the Palestinian Authority, and the
international expectations in this area. Those instrumentggcoming economic summit in Amman, the Jordanian
however, will ever be a legal mechanism whose effectivapital, at the end of this month, October 1995 — we hope
use will always be the responsibility of their signatories. that the natural step that follows will be a realistic in-depth
study of the important issues, especially those which would
Consequently, my delegation wishes to reiterate its cédlad to ridding the region of all weapons of mass
to all Member States effectively and completely to adhedestruction and ensure strict respect for the international
to those agreements and instruments, to renounce dmwyders and sovereignty of all the region’s States. In this
ambitions of domination and hegemony and to pursuegard, my delegation wishes to reiterate its call to all the
policies of good-neighbourliness and peaceful coexistenceuntries of the region to engage in serious dialogue and
with all other States of the world and their peoples. Suchcanstructive negotiations with the aim of translating into
stance will be conducive to guaranteeing the mutual benefitsncrete reality the proposal of declaring the Middle East a
of States, to safeguarding the interests of their peoples arahe free of weapons of mass destruction. Until such time
to promoting full respect for the sovereignty of States arab this objective is achieved, all the States of the region
non-interference in the internal affairs of others. should refrain from any hostile acts that could damage the
ongoing peace process or overshadow future prospects.
We pride ourselves on the fact that since the beginning
of the 1970s, our country, the Sultanate of Oman, has opted With regard to chemical weapons, | should like to note
for this rational policy which conforms with the objectiveghat Oman’s signing on 2 February 1993 of the Convention
and principles of this Organization, and has made it trmn the Prohibition of the Development, Production,
guiding principle of its relations with all other States. Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on Their
Destruction was the result of our close study of the
With regard to nuclear weapons, we find that althoughreparatory work done in this respect at the level of the
the international community is agreed on the need tonference on Disarmament in Geneva, and of our
speedily rid the world of these overkill weapons of maggarticipation as an observer in the preparatory work that led
destruction, and although the Treaty on th& the conclusion of this Convention which we consider to
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) has bedpe unique in that it aims at removing an entire category of
extended indefinitely, it has continued to be one of th@eapons of mass destruction on a non-selective basis,
paradoxical situations of our age that certain States hawéhout any discrimination between countries, large or
continued to believe that the possession of nuclear weapamnsall.
is a factor of deterrence and balance.
Proceeding from our belief, in the Sultanate of Oman,
This misconception is unjustified now just as it was irthat this Convention is one of the important tributaries of
the past, during the cold war years. The internationetgional and international security, we call upon those
community knows quite well that the devastation caused I8tates which have not yet ratified the Convention, to
that overkill weapon when it was used for the first timeespond, at the earliest, to the call made on 16 October
should not be repeated. Therefore, the continued stockpilitgfore this Committee by the Executive Chairman of the
development and testing of nuclear weapons lead to nothiRgeparatory Commission of the Organization on the
but the perpetuation of that threat in the service of shomrohibition of Chemical Weapons, Mr. lan Kenyon, so that
sighted objectives and ambitions of States, that seektte Convention may take effect and lead to the
possess, or to continue to possess, such weapons. establishment of a lasting peace in many areas of the world.

My delegation, while urging all States to renounce the  One of the major issues to which my country attaches
possession of nuclear weapons, calls for the intensificatispecial importance is the question of the security of the
of efforts to conclude a comprehensive test-ban treaty thragion of the Indian Ocean, since we are a part of that
would promote the globalization of the non-proliferatiomegion and have always been involved in its affairs. We
regime on a non-selective basis and promote technologigalrticipated in the United Nations Preparatory Commission
exchanges in the nuclear field for peaceful purposes. on the implementation of the Declaration by the General

Assembly of the Indian Ocean as a zone of peace, and we

With regard to the Middle East, while we welcome théelieve that every effort should be made to reach an

recent positive developments in the region — the signing imderstanding conducive to the desired results. We should
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like also to appeal to all the countries of the Indian Oceameapons of all types. Today, there are countless examples
and those that use it to spare no effort in translating tted this in Africa, in the territory of the former Soviet Union,
constructive proposal into reality in the interests of all thand elsewhere.
region’s peoples.
My delegation welcomes the unanimous adoption of
The idea of collective security has taken on gredhe decision for the indefinite extension of the Treaty on the
significance in the international arena. It is highly regardedon-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). This
by the members of the international community anextension should provide definite momentum for the non-
particularly by small countries, which consider thigroliferation of nuclear weapons. We would appeal to the
Organization to be the main pillar of the new world ordenuclear-weapon States to do everything they can to reduce
and the entity most able to translate that idea into realitysuch weapons, although the ultimate objective is still their
complete elimination.
Our era is clearly not very different from previous
ones. What is new about it, though, is that humanity, Nevertheless, my delegation is still convinced that the
through various international laws and thanks to thigeaceful uses of nuclear energy, particularly for
Organization, has been able to establish legal rules ofdavelopment, must be maintained and promoted. Burkino
mandatory nature to limit the threat of war and to make oliiaso says this in the belief that cooperation in this field
planet more peaceful and secure. must be encouraged, so that it may become as widespread
as possible. In this regard, we would encourage those
In conclusion, we in the Sultanate of Oman agree wittountries which possess such technology to broaden still
the view that disarmament and international peace afhdther the traditional scope of such cooperation.
security are intertwined and complement each other in such
a way that any progress towards the one is bound to have My delegation is also convinced that a moratorium on
a positive effect on the other. The world today is calleduclear testing would greatly help to strengthen international
upon, more than ever before, to maintain that security,p@ace and security. Such a moratorium would speed up the
duty that will be discharged only through internationahegotiations and the conclusion in 1996 of a multilateral
solidarity amongst all Member States. The maitomprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty. On the question of
responsibility in that regard devolves to the States thtte jurisdiction of fissile material for weapons purposes,
possess huge military arsenals, which should reduce th@ekino Faso would like to see a convention banning such
arsenals through the application of the rules of internationadoduction for military purposes. It would be desirable,
law and the conduct of relations between States accordinglyerefore, for greater cooperation to be developed between
Let us try to create a more peaceful and stable world in tistates possessing nuclear weapons and those that have the
next 50 years of the life of this Organization. potential to acquire such weapons, so that we can control
and restrict the spread of fissile material. After more than
Mrs. Samaté (Burkina Faso) iaterpretation from three decades of appeals and support for the creation of a
French: | should like to take this opportunity to extend tonuclear-weapon-free zone on its continent, Africa has just
Mr. Erdenechuluun the warm congratulations of thacquired a juridical instrument for this purpose. Burkino
delegation of Burkina Faso. | should like also to extenHaso would appeal to the nuclear Powers to support the
these congratulations to the other officers of the Committeexpression of this political will, with a view to its
You can be assured of my delegation’s wholeheartednsolidation.
cooperation.
Almost all the hot spots on our planet demonstrate the
My delegation will be presenting its views on certairexcessively injurious nature of certain conventional weapons
items of our agenda in the course of the thematic discussiwhich have indiscriminate effects. The Convention on
and we would like to share with the delegations that hawrohibitions or Restrictions on Their Use must be seriously
spoken earlier some of our concerns and observations. put into effect. The manufacture, sale and use of anti-
personnel land-mines should be prohibited. Burkino Faso
Fifty years after the founding of the United Nationsregrets that discussion on this question was adjourned in
five years after the end of the cold war, general andienna only a few days ago. Here and now we call for the
complete disarmament is far from accomplished. More amglting of the use of laser weapons, particularly those which
more the world is witnessing the spread of tension, whidbad to irreversible blindness.
only serves to intensify proliferation and the spread of
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Like other Saharo-Sahelian States on the Africain the field of disarmament and international security. By
continent, Burkina Faso has, for some time now, been presay of example, | would mention the ratification and the
to the problem of the circulation and proliferation of illegakntry into force of START | and START I, the renewal by
small arms, because of the very freedom of their circulati@ome nuclear States of their unilateral moratoriums on
in the subregion. This constitutes a serious threat todayrtaclear testing, the signing of the Convention on the
the populations of these countries. For that reason Weohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and
became a sponsor of resolution 49/75 G, adopted on Wse of Chemical Weapons and on Their Destruction, and
December 1994; and in February 1995, we welcomed thee signing, at the regional and subregional levels, of a
Secretary-General’'s advisory mission on this question. WWi@mber of agreements on peace, disarmament and non-
therefore await with very definite interest the conclusions afggression.
this mission.

Last spring, the Review and Extension Conference of

We wholeheartedly endorse control of convention&@tates Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
weapons at the regional level. However, we regret thiduclear Weapons (NPT) was held. As is known, that work
proposal for the closing of the regional disarmameméd to the indefinite extension of the Treaty. While
centres. It is inconceivable to contemplate such a measwelcoming the consensus that was achieved on this
at the very time when the importance of a regional approadecision, many countries, including my own, believe that
to disarmament is becoming ever more widely recognizetthis indefinite extension cannot be considered to be an end

in itself, nor should it be an opportunity to seek to

The current political situation opens up broad prospegerpetuate its discriminatory nature. On the contrary, it is
for disarmament in favour of development — a proposairgently necessary to do everything possible to ensure that,
which, unfortunately, has not gone beyond the stage ofdaspite the shortcomings one might find in it, the Treaty
pious hope. On this fiftieth anniversary of the Uniteatontributes to a real strengthening of the non-proliferation
Nations, developing countries, like Burkino Faso, are quifgocess.
rightly anxious to see, at last, the dividends of disarmament
devoted to development. This would also help to strengthen My delegation hopes that the results of the next review
international peace and security. My delegation therefocenference will be more edifying so that the Treaty on the
calls for some meaningful thought to be given tdNon-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) may attain its
disarmament for development. goals and be assured of universal accession.

Mr. Afeto (Togo)(interpretation from French)Allow My delegation believes that, far from giving grounds
me to join previous speakers in expressing to Mrfor breaking off dialogue, nuclear-test explosions should
Erdenechuluun, on behalf of my delegation, our sincepompt the Conference on Disarmament to speed up the
congratulations on his unanimous election as Chairman refgotiations under way in order to ensure, as has been
the First Committee. | would also like to take thisagreed, the conclusion of a comprehensive test-ban treaty in
opportunity to pay tribute to his predecessor, Mr. Luig4996. My country, which favours the zero option, therefore
Valencia Rodriguez, the Permanent Representative in¥ites the participants in these negotiations to redouble
Ecuador, who skilfully conducted the work of thistheir efforts and to display mutual understanding in order to
Committee during the forty-ninth session. Lastly, we wishvercome their differences so that the treaty can become a
to express our congratulations to the other members of treality, preferably before the end of the current session.
Bureau, to the Secretary of the Committee, Mr. Sohreb
Kheradi, and all of his colleagues for their dedication to the  Togo notes with satisfaction the recent establishment
cause of disarmament. by the Conference on Disarmament of an Ad Hoc

Committee to negotiate a treaty on the prohibition of the

The current session which, happily, coincides with thproduction of fissile material for nuclear weapons or other
commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the Unitedhuclear explosive devices. My delegation hopes that nuclear
Nations, is for our States and Governments a very specibdwers will devote greater attention to the need to draw up,
opportunity to test our political will and ability to promoteas soon as possible, effective international arrangements to
the conditions necessary for the United Nations to attain tijegarantee that non-nuclear-weapon States are protected
objectives of disarmament, peace and security, which it ssainst the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons.
itself. In the past five years, in a new era emerging from
this cold war, the world has witnessed many positive events
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As the Minister for Foreign Affairs and CooperationConventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to be
stated at the 4th plenary meeting of the General Assemblxcessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects,
on 25 September 1995, during the general debate, nuclbeld in Vienna, was not more successful, apart from the
non-proliferation and disarmament must continue to be cadoption of Protocol IV prohibiting the use of laser
main objectives during the post-cold-war period. Myveapons. Here, my country would like to reaffirm its
country attaches very special importance to theommitmentto support any initiative designed to strengthen
establishment of denuclearized zones throughout the woddntrols on the production and use of mines.
and, in this connection, welcomes the adoption by the
Heads of State and Government of Africa in Addis Ababa  Transparency in the field of weapons is, in the opinion
last June of the final text of a Treaty on an Africarof my delegation, an essential condition for the creation of
Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone, which the Secretary-Generabirtlimate of confidence among different regions on the one
his report contained in document A/50/426 of 13 Septembleand, and States of the same region on the other. In this
1995 has submitted to our Committee and the Generakpect, my delegation welcomes the Register of
Assembly for approval. Conventional Arms which is kept by the Secretariat. We

reiterate our support for the activities conducted in this

The delegation of Togo wishes to take this opportunityontext and sincerely hope that its scope of application will
to invite the international community as a whole to give thise extended to include other data and categories of
treaty which is called the “Pelindaba Treaty” and its variouseapons.
protocols all the support it needs so that we can meet our
objectives. We also welcome the entry into force of the The many positive developments | have just mentioned
Treaty of Tlatelolco and the adoption at the 1995 Revieshow that mankind is slowly but surely moving towards
and Extension Conference of the Parties to the Treaty general and complete disarmament, which is our dearest
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons of a principléope. However, the race is far from over.
relating to the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone
and a zone free of all weapons of mass destruction in the The burgeoning proliferation of conventional weapons,
Middle East. We hope that similar measures will be takeaheir uncontrolled and illicit sale, excessive stockpiling and
for the establishment of similar zones elsewhere in thibe anarchic circulation of small weapons, are now a
world. constant threat to peace and security at the regional and

subregional levels. Even more than in the past, the many

The delegation of Togo therefore welcomed thaternal and inter-ethnic conflicts and the different acts of
statement made this afternoon by the delegation of Frarsgbversion and banditry are maintained by these weapons
announcing the intention of France, the United Kingdom afhich, without rigorous action by the international
Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States cbmmunity to control such trafficking, will, for a long time
America to sign the Treaty of Rarotonga during the firdb come, jeopardize any efforts to achieve disarmament and
half of 1996. development in our respective regions.

With regard to chemical disarmament, my delegation In the face of this curse, a regional approach to
welcomes the signing by 159 countries of the Chemicdlsarmament is the best way to help curb this problem. It is
Weapons Convention which has so far been ratified by 40erefore important for our States to give the regional
States. My country, which is a signatory, will ratify theapproach due importance. It is essential here to re-energize
Convention in the near future. the work of valuable bodies such as United Nations

Regional Centres for Peace and Disarmament in Africa and

Togo is concerned at the use of certain conventionakia, and for Peace, Disarmament and Development in
weapons which may be deemed to be excessively injuriolatin America.
or to have indiscriminate effects, particularly anti-personnel
land-mines, which with every passing day claim countless The Secretary-General of the United Nations, in his
victims throughout the world, particularly among theeport on the three Regional Centres, contained in document
civilian population. My delegation, while welcoming theA/50/380 of 25 August 1995, recognized and strongly
decision taken by many States to adopt unilateramphasized the importance of the role that such institutions
moratoriums on the export of such mines, regrets that than play in drawing up, at the regional level, confidence-
recent Review of the States Parties to the Convention bnilding measures, measures to strengthen social and
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain
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political stability and the security of States, and to help im operation. The task appears to be difficult but the cause
the limitation and neutralization of existing arsenals. is no less just nor is it less in conformity with the goals of
the Charter.
My delegation believes that none of these regional
activities can be effective and produce the desired results Togo is still convinced of the usefulness of these
without the contribution and active participation of regionaCentres. Their role is of more than prime importance in this
centres which are not, at present, able to carry out th@ieriod following the cold war, particularly in the field of
activities properly because of inadequate financial resourcpseventive diplomacy and the peaceful settlement and
management of disputes. Given the re-emergence of internal
As you know, the Centres were supposed to operate oonflicts, which constantly bathe our countries in blood, the
the basis of voluntary contributions from StatesGeneral Assembly has a duty to expand the field of
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations aactivities and the mandates of these Centres so that they
foundations. In addition to these voluntary contributions, theay be better able to respond to the requirements and to the
General Assembly, pursuant to paragraph 4 of resolutioapid and constant changes taking place in the world.
46/37 F of 9 December 1991, decided that to continue to
ensure the financial viability of these centres, their Taking all these considerations into account, my
administrative expenditures would be financed from th#elegation reiterates its support for the three Centres,
regular budget of the United Nations. It is regrettable to s@articularly the Regional Centre for Africa, and urges all
that neither Member States nor the Secretary-General hdwember States, intergovernmental and non-governmental
provided these regional centres with the financial suppastganizations, foundations and all individuals of good will
they deserve. The case of the Centre for Africa i® envisage, here and now, the possibility of contributing in
particularly alarming. Apart from Togo, which despite itsvhatever way possible to the collective effort to inject new
limited means has made huge efforts to cover the arrearadynamism into these Regional Centres.
the expenses of the administration, only Algeria, Finland,
France, Italy, Norway and Sweden have paid contributions In this respect, my delegation hopes that the draft
for 1995. My delegation wishes to avail itself of thisresolution on this question, which will be submitted jointly
opportunity during this debate to extend our warmest thankg the representatives of the three regional groups with the
to the Governments of these six countries. support of other interested States, will enjoy the unanimous
support of delegations for keeping these three Centres in
The Regional Centres are in danger because of thperation.
huge financial difficulties facing the United Nations. Given
the situation, the Secretary-General said in his report that he Since they are linked to development, peace and
would sadly be obliged to suspend the activities of the threecurity are today, as never before, jeopardized more by
offices unless States Members of the United Nations toolon-military situations than by armed conflicts. In our
the necessary measures to regularize the situation. Tdmemmon search for an exact and updated re-definition of the
Secretary-General has sounded the alarm but the bell lsascept of security, it is important for us to turn our
not tolled yet. attention, not towards military deterrence as during the time
of the cold war, but towards the search for appropriate and
It is therefore our duty, while there is still time, tolasting solutions to the various problems which threaten the
save these Centres and to ensure their survival by placixgstence of our populations and which undermine the
at their disposal the necessary means of action. It is in tevelopment of our States. Hunger, disease, drugs,
interest of the peace and security of our respective natiomsemployment, social exclusion — these are a few among
and regions. many other problems, including the arms race, which must
be taken into account if we are to establish a true climate of
Let us save these Centres, for in order to be effectiveeace and security in our States and regions so that
regional disarmament activities cannot be conducted atraankind, freed not only from the spectre of war but also
distance by officials based in New York or Geneva dirom an uncertain future, may be able to live in freedom
elsewhere, as recommended in the report of the Secretaapd help to build a better world and promote economic and
General. social progress.

My delegation sincerely believes that the three Centres, Mr. Alkubaisi (Qatar)(interpretation from Arabic)l
without exception, deserve better treatment and to be keggh pleased to express to Mr. Erdenechuluun our
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congratulations upon his election to the chairmanship of owithout a vote at the Conference of the Parties to the NPT.
Committee. | am convinced that his experience and broatie resolution stated that the Conference:
knowledge of questions relating to disarmament will be an
earnest of the success of the work of the Committee. | “Endorses the aims and objectives of the Middle
should also like to congratulate the other members of the East peace process and recognizes that efforts in this
Bureau on their election and express my best wishes for regard, as well as other efforts, contribute toter
their success. alia, a Middle East zone free of nuclear weapons as
well as other weapons of mass destruction;” and
The road to disarmament is lengthy and arduous but
indispensable if the world is to enjoy lasting security and “Calls upon all States in the Middle East to take
stability, in view of the fact that security and stability are practical steps in appropriate forums aimed at making
linked to economic and social development and that progress towardsnter alia, the establishment of an
development requires financial and other resources which effectively verifiable Middle East zone free of
are swallowed up by the arms race. weapons of mass destruction, nuclear, chemical and
biological, and their delivery systems, and to refrain
The State of Qatar, like all other countries of the  from taking any measures that preclude the
world, calls for according a high priority to nuclear achievement of this objective.”
disarmament. That is the reason why the overwhelming
majority of countries supported the extension of the Treaty The Conference called on all States parties to the NPT,
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) for aparticularly the nuclear-weapons States, to extend their
indefinite period. The parties to the Treaty also approvamboperation and do their utmost to help the States in the
many recommendations foremost among which was thegion establish, as soon as possible, a nuclear-weapon-free
need to ensure the universality of the NPT. Among thmone that would be free also of other weapons of mass
measures that would lead to such universality is thdestruction and of their delivery systems.
establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones, particularly in
regions where tension and conflicts prevail. On numerous occasions, the State of Qatar, along with
other States of the region, has stated that it is committed to
The establishment of nuclear-weapon-free zones ttthe establishment of such a zone, in keeping with the Final
would be free also of all other weapons of mass destructi@ocument of the Tenth Special Session of the General
is a question of the highest importance in the area éksembly devoted to disarmament and with relevant
international security. General Assembly resolutions, the most recent being
resolution 49/71, which was adopted by consensus on 15
The State of Qatar, along with other Members of thBecember 1994. The recent positive developments in the
United Nations, should like to see the establishment ofMiddle East peace process have created conditions which
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East. My countfiavour the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in
supports the establishment of such a zone in the Middiee region. It is obvious that the establishment of such a
East as one of the important measures of arms controlaane, along with arms limitation in general are among the
the region. principal objectives of the peace process. The achievement
of those objectives would work in favour of peace and
In his report (A/50/325) the Secretary-General statgatosperity for all the region’s peoples.
that the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the
Middle East is a question that continues to receive attention It is not contestable that regional security should be
in the framework of the multilateral Middle East peacensured for all States on an equal footing, in all its
process particularly in the context of the Working Group odimensions. Today, no State can build its own security
Arms Control and Regional Security. alone by its own means. Therefore, the maintenance of
security in the region is the responsibility of all the
The State of Qatar had the honour of hosting from @ountries of the region, without exception. Proceeding from
to 5 May 1994, the fifth meeting of this Working Group. Athis, the State of Qatar hopes that all States in the region
number of the participating States made concrete proposatsich have not yet become parties to the Treaty on the
on ways to continue examining the question and théon-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) will accede to
Secretary-General expressed his satisfaction with regardtie Treaty and will refrain from developing, producing or
the resolution on the Middle East which was adoptesting nuclear weapons or acquiring them by any other
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means and will renounce nuclear weapons. Qatar hopes thtability in the region and in the world, as well as to the
all States of the region which have not yet done so witegion’s economic and social development. In order for us
soon place all their nuclear facilities under the safeguartts attain that goal, we hope that all States will redouble
regime of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)their efforts to achieve the greatest possible degree of
as an important confidence-building measure and a forwapprochemenin the region with regard to these questions.
step in the process of promoting peace and security. We hope for serious discussions amongst the States
concerned and look forward to the adoption of confidence-
We share the concerns expressed at the IAEA Genebalilding measures. Support for and acceleration of the peace
Conference held in September 1995 with regard to thocess will make it possible to achieve these goals and
existing grave threats to peace and security created legd to the creation of a climate favourable to world peace
ongoing nuclear activities in the Middle East that are n@nd security.
solely for peaceful purposes. Similarly, the Conference
welcomed initiatives for the creation of nuclear-weapon-free  Mr. Sulaiman (Syrian Arab Republic)ifterpretation
zones and for the prohibition of other weapons of ma$sm Arabig: | am making this statement on behalf of the
destruction, including nuclear weapons, in the Middle Eas®ermanent Representative of the Syrian Arab Republic, Mr.
as well as other recent steps taken to achieve arms contkbimad Hallak.
in the region.
The fiftieth anniversary of the United Nations raises
We feel that the efforts of IAEA to establishimportant questions about the Organization’s achievements
safeguards in the Middle East emphasize the urgent neadhe sphere of international peace and security, about the
for all States in the region to agree to implement the IAEAbstacles it has faced and continues to face and the need to
safeguards regime with regard to all their nuclear activitiemable it to play its role in the disarmament field as well as
as an important confidence-building measure and as @ need to restructure it in order to make it more
important step in promoting peace and security within trdemocratic and thus more responsive to the great changes
framework of nuclear-weapon-free zones. We support thigat have taken place in the international arena, especially
Agency’s decision to invite all interested parties taince the end of the cold war.
undertake a serious examination of the possibility of taking
concrete and appropriate measures to implement the The indefinite extension of the Treaty on the Non-
proposal to create a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the MiddReoliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) has deprived it of
East subject to effective and mutual verification. the important obligations contained in its article VI and has
legitimized the possession of nuclear weapons. It is
The advantages of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in tregrettable that the Review Conference was unable to adopt
Middle East are not confined solely to questions d final declaration and that by failing to do so it has
international peace and security or to the consolidation wéflected the substantive differences that exist between
the disarmament process, particularly nuclear disarmamemiclear- and non-nuclear-weapon States.
at the global level. Indeed, the achievement of this goal has
other advantages for all the States of the region in the My delegation has reaffirmed the need to establish a
economic and social spheres as a large part of the budgdésar linkage between the extension of the NPT and the
of these States is swallowed up by the cost of armamemi®gress achieved in areas that would guarantee the
and the maintenance of large defence forces. If the peadienination of nuclear weapons, halting of their production
process now under way achieves its desired results, thad liquidation of their existing stockpiles in all the world’s
would facilitate the creation of mutual confidence andountries without exception. My delegation has called also
peaceful coexistence. It could also promote cooperationupon all States of the world, nuclear and non-nuclear, to
various areas, which would make it necessary to continaecede to the Treaty if it is to achieve its desired results.
to pursue efforts in the fields of armament and militarffhe universality of the Treaty is the principal objective
preparedness and, thereby, free financial resources for tomdition that can ensure for it the credibility it needs if it
region’s economic and social problems, raise living to succeed.
standards and make it possible for future generations to
hope for a better future. The issue of security assurances is of great importance
since the assurances stipulated in Security Council
We have emphasized the importance of establishingesolution 984 (1995) have not created the necessary climate
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the Middle East to security anflconfidence. While the obligations and responsibilities of
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nuclear and non-nuclear States have not been evenly It is high time the Middle East region enjoyed peace
balanced, the indefinite extension of the Treaty hamd stability. However, peace and stability can never be
perpetuated this imbalance. achieved by half-measures, by droplets of peace or by
agreements that surrender the nation’s interests. Israel's
Syria was one of the first Middle Eastern States Partiésilure to abide by United Nations resolutions despite four
to sign the Non-Proliferation Treaty in 1968. In 1989 iyears of negotiations constitutes a stance of defiance, not
called for the Middle East to be declared, through thenly to the Arabs, but also to the rest of the world. The
United Nations, a region free of all weapons of madatest developments in the peace process have shown that
destruction, be they biological, chemical or nuclear. Isradsrael does not seek a genuine, lasting and comprehensive
however, did not respond to that call, neither has fteace that would put an end to conflict, occupation and
responded to the many calls by the United Nations, thlsettlement and guarantee peace and stability to all.
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the Non-
Aligned Movement and the Organization of Islamic States. The aim of the United States’ initiative on the basis of
The possession of nuclear weapons by any State in aunich the Madrid conference convened was the
sensitive region will continue to be cause for concern nathievement of comprehensive and lasting peace in the
only to the peoples of the region but to the world at largéMiddle East on the basis of Security Council resolutions
We have repeatedly drawn attention to the danger of Israe?42 (1967) and 338 (1973) and the principle of land for
possession of nuclear weapons and its refusal to acced@éace. It was on that basis that Syria opened the door for
the NPT or to subject its nuclear facilities to internationgdeace. It was also on that basis that Syria repeatedly
monitoring and inspection, especially in the existence of ttbemmitted itself to peace on the basis of the determining
ongoing Middle East peace process. Accession by all Stafggciples of the peace process. The negotiations between
in the Middle East to the NPT would be a vital step towardSyria an Israeli over the past four years have made it clear
turning the region into a zone free of all weapons of masiat Israel negotiates only with no other aim in mind but to
destruction. equivocate and to elude the requirements of peace. In his
recent statement to the General Assembly, the Minister for
My country welcomed the various nuclear disarmameforeign Affairs of Syria expressed new hope for peace by
initiatives. It has called for the reduction of nucleasaying:
weapons as a step towards the complete elimination of these
weapons and of preventing the spread of the arms race to “This is our hope. Peace which is not achieved
outer space. It has also supported the efforts aimed at today will dawn tomorrow. This is what we shall try
halting the production of fission materials for the to achieve looking forward to a better life of justice
manufacture of weapons and has always considered a treaty and humaneness in that it will be built on cooperation
on the prohibition of such production a step towards between our nations in the political, economic and
complete nuclear disarmament and the consolidation of the cultural fields, in the interests of all mankind.
non-proliferation regime. It is vitally important that a
comprehensive test-ban treaty be achieved by the end of “Let us hope that the fiftieth anniversary of the
1996, and we hope this will be done. founding of the United Nations will be a bright beacon
of change in the history of mankind.(Official
Transparency in armaments plays an important partin  Records of the General Assembly, Fiftieth Session,
disarmament. We therefore call for expanding the scope of Plenary Meetings, 16th meeting, p. 18)
the Register to embrace the national production of weapons
of mass destruction, high technology with military The establishment of a conceptual link between
applications and all types of conventional weapons. We aldisarmament and development by giving an impetus to more
call for the well-balanced, non-selective, non-discriminatorgccelerated progress on the issues of global development
application of the Register in order to guarantee the secunitjll strengthen the roots of international peace and security
interests of all States without exception. Such expansionafid preserve the spirit of understanding, constructive
the Register will make it an international mechanism thaboperation and genuine political goodwill which are
would contribute to the consolidation of international peaassential for the building of a better and more secure world.
and stability and promote the credibility of the Register
itself. Mrs. Ataeva (Turkmenistan) ifterpretation from
Russial: Permit me sincerely to congratulate Mr.
Luvsangiin Erdenechuluun on his election as Chairman of
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the First Committee and to assure him of our full support This fundamental tenet of our foreign policy was
and cooperation. spelled out in a statement by the President of the country
and enshrined in its principal legal document, the
The strengthening of international securityConstitution. On 16 March 1995 the Majlis, or Assembly,
consolidation of regional stability and deepening of thef Turkmenistan adopted a resolution in which it endorsed
disarmament process, as well as the issue of overcoming this principle as the basis of Turkmenistan’s foreign policy.
bipolarity of the world, still remain on the agenda of our
universal international Organization and its First Committee. The momentous decision to follow a policy of
Today those problems have acquired a new dimension gmetmanent neutrality has been recognized and supported by
pose yet another challenge to mankind in its never-enditite States of the region. During the summit meeting of the
guest for peace, harmony and prosperity. Organization of Economic Cooperation held in Islamabad in
March of 1995, this historic choice made by Turkmenistan
Overcoming the effects of the cold war is linked to thevas endorsed by the Heads of State and Government of our
very complex process of eliminating its vestiges, whichegion. The Government of my country is grateful to the
appear in the form of regional and local conflicts with theiSecretary-General of the United Nations, Mr. Boutros
attendant problems such as weapons transfers and illeBalutros-Ghali, for the support he has given to our policy of
drug trafficking. The instability still existing in many permanent neutrality.
regions of the world hampers the economic, social and
cultural development of States and the establishment of By persistently seeking to endorse this principle of
good-neighbourly relations and mutually beneficighbermanent neutrality in its foreign policy, Turkmenistan
cooperation. became a full-fledged member of the Movement of Non-
Aligned Countries during its summit meeting recently held
Along with other newly independent States, myn Cartagena, Colombia. In his statement, the head of the
country is faced with similar obstacles that prevent it frorfffurkmen delegation underscored the close affinity between
fully realizing its creative potential, which is rooted in itsthe principles of non-alignment and neutrality, bearing in
domestic stability, the skill and industriousness of itmind, in particular, modern trends in the development of
people, its wealth of natural resources and its sincere desirernational relations.
to cooperate with its neighbours in the region and with all
the nations of the world. It is worth mentioning that the position taken by
Turkmenistan was recognized and supported by the
As our country is located at the very heart of a vagtarticipants in the Conference of the Non-Aligned
region comprising Central and South Asia, the Caspian Sk@vement. It was with appreciation that the Conference
region and the Caucusus, we feel the hot winds from theok note of Turkmenistan’s desire to play a constructive
conflicts that are still on the agenda of the United Nationsole in a civilized settlement of the Afghan conflict and the
Turkmenistan is a small, peace-loving nation that is nattra-Tajik dialogue.
involved in any of the existing conflicts or disputes.
Good-neighbourliness, peaceableness and neutrality have Turkmenistan is determined to follow its policy of
been the fundamental tenets of our foreign policy ever sinoeutrality and intends to actively develop mutually
our establishment as a sovereign nation. beneficial relations with all States of the world and, above
all, with its neighbours. We are against an interpretation of
However, history abounds with grim examples of smalfieutrality as self-isolation and passivity. My country wishes
States, such as my country, being drawn against their will actively promote observance of the rules of international
into the maelstrom of conflicts. By learning the lessons d&w as well as the principles of coexistence enshrined in the
history and following the national traditions, outlook andUnited Nations Charter.
will of its people, my country, under the wise leadership of
President Saparmurat Niyazov, made its historic choice: to When States choose to follow a policy of neutrality, it
follow a policy of permanent, constructive neutrality. Thiss their sovereign right and prerogative to do so. However,
means that Turkmenistan is ready and willing to play ame importance of recognition for such status by the
active part in the peace-making processes carried out unagernational community and of respect for it cannot be
the auspices of the United Nations. overestimated. In 1815, the Congress of Vienna laid down
the foundations of the permanent neutrality of Switzerland,
and the four-Power Conference held in 1955 laid down the
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foundations of the permanent neutrality of Austria. Thdisarmament and international security. This is given

Government of Turkmenistan attaches great importancedoncrete form

in the Jamabhiriya’'s participation in

the recognition of its policy of permanent neutrality by theleliberations on these issues and its adherence to the
international community through its highest forum — theesolutions adopted by the United Nations treaties and its

United Nations.

bodies and to multilateral treaties and conventions. In so

doing, we proceed from the conviction that the production
In the course of the current session of the Generahd stockpiling of weapons, particularly those weapons of
Assembly, my delegation intends to submit a resolution anass destruction, pose a grave threat to international peace
the permanent neutrality of Turkmenistan for consideratiand security and constitute a source of terror for all
by the First Committee under item 81 of the agendajankind.

entitted “Maintenance of international security”.

Consultations that | have been conducting on this question Our stand on the question of nuclear, chemical,
with my fellow ambassadors testify to their understandingacteriological and biological weapons of mass destruction
of, and support for, the historic choice made bys unambiguously clear and has been reiterated on numerous
Turkmenistan and provide good grounds for optimism. dccasions. Most recently, it has been spelt out in the
would like to take this opportunity to appeal to you tstatement made by Mr. Omar Mustafa Muntasser, the
support my country’s efforts by endorsing its policy ofSecretary of the General People’s Committee for Foreign
permanent neutrality. We are sincerely convinced that B\ffairs and International Cooperation, before the General
following this policy our newly independent State will makeAssembly, on 3 October 1995, wherein he reaffirmed that:

a more tangible contribution to the maintenance of peace,

security and stability in the world.

Finally, 1 would like to wish the Chairman and the
First Committee every success in their endeavours.

Mr. Mubarak (Libyan Arab Jamabhiriya)
(interpretation from Arabif: Allow me, first of all, to join

“The continued existence of nuclear weapons and the
increased stockpiling of these and other weapons of
mass destruction are among the principal concerns of
the international community. When the first review
Conference of the States parties to the
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) was held in the first
half of this year, it was hoped that that Conference

previous speakers in expressing to the Chairman and his would lead to satisfactory results. However, what
friendly country my congratulations on his election as actually happened was that certain nuclear Powers
Chairman of this Committee. Allow me also to take this  brought to bear unprecedented pressures that made it
opportunity to congratulate the Vice-Chairman and the possible for the NPT to be extended indefinitely. My
Rapporteur. country declared its opposition to this extension, and
we remain convinced that extending the Treaty in that
The First Committee of the General Assembly, which  manner would never serve the objective of nuclear-
discusses questions of international peace and security and weapon disarmament.
disarmament, meets now in the atmosphere of
commemoration of the United Nations fiftieth anniversary.
In view of the fact that disarmament cannot be dissociated
from international security, the two issues have continued
to figure on the Committee’s agenda from the beginning to
the present moment in time.

“The NPT has not achieved universality, and its many
shortcomings have not been properly addressed. In our
view, ridding the world of nuclear terror will not be
achieved through gains obtained by manoeuvres and
unconventional measures, but rather through serious
measures, which must be taken by the nuclear States.

As one of the most important goals of the United In this context, the procurement of nuclear materials
Nations is to make the world renounce the idea of war and must be ended, and nuclear States must commit
resort to peaceful means in settling disputes between States, themselves to a deadline for the complete elimination
it must be clear that the achievement of international of all nuclear weapons. These States should put an end
security for all States can be brought about only through to nuclear tests and conclude, at the earliest possible
collective efforts that are inspired by shared human values time, a comprehensive test-ban treaty. Furthermore, the
which rule out hegemony, fanaticism and egoism. nuclear States should demonstrate the political will

required to conclude an effective treaty guaranteeing

Proceeding from this, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya  the security and safety of non-nuclear States.

attaches particular importance to the questions of
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“Another situation that requires speedy correctivéhere has not been any budgetary allocation to armaments
action involves the unjustified restriction on theor military equipment.
transfer to non-nuclear States of nuclear technology for
peaceful purposes. Above all, measures should be My country welcomes the progress achieved at the
taken to guarantee the universality of the NPT. Miatest Vienna Conference regarding the Protocol prohibiting
country attaches the greatest importance to this isstiee use of immoral and inhuman weapons which may cause
because the region to which we belong suffers from@ermanent loss of sight. However, we regret that the
security imbalance, owing to the Israelis’ tremendouSonference has not been able to make tangible progress in
nuclear capability — they have more than 200 nucleaespect of the Protocol on anti-personnel land-mines.
warheads and nuclear facilities that are not subjected
to international inspection. As members of the Committee know, my country was
one of the first to raise the question of land-mines and the
“This represents a threat to the security and safety séquelae of war. Libya’s territory was the theatre of some
the peoples of the region. No one should keep sileaof the largest land battles of World War Il. Hundreds of
about a situation of this kind or accept the extensiatmousands of land-mines were planted in our soil by the
of the NPT as long as such a situation continuescombatants. As is pointed out in document A/49/357, failure
(Official Records of the General Assembly, Fiftietlby the Allies and the Axis countries alike to remove these
Session, Plenary Meetings, 17th meeting, p. 16) mines has resulted in huge damage and loss of life and has
constituted a major obstacle to development projects. We
My country welcomes the efforts deployed at théave asked the countries concerned, bilaterally or through
regional level to create nuclear-weapon-free zones, in Latime United Nations, to provide us with maps of the
America, the Caribbean, Africa, the Middle East and Southinefields, to help us in the necessary demining operations
Asia. We believe that the conclusion of an agreement theatd to pay compensation for the damage these mines have
would make the African continent a nuclear-weapon-fremaused.
zone would be an important development which should be
supported by all States. Our view of the gravity of this problem has been
vindicated: it has become an issue which has been under
Since 1974, considerable efforts have been made, consideration by the General Assembly since its forty-eighth
the initiative of a number of countries in the Middle Eastsession. The issue is now being considered comprehensively
to turn the region into a nuclear-weapon-free zone. Beariagd not just from the perspective of mine clearance in
in mind the conflicts that the Middle East has endured fdatifferent parts of the world. There is now a demand for
such a long time, my country has supported the mamlscontinuing the production of such weapons and the
resolutions on this matter, the latest of which was Genenaidohibition of their exportation. We have participated in
Assembly resolution 49/71 of 15 December 1994. debating the issue at the 1995 Geneva Conference and have
pledged contribution to the fund established for mine-
However, this endeavour encounters a serious obstadiarance purposes.
the Israeli nuclear-weapon capability, supported by a great
Power. If the desire to have this region turned into a  Since the thirty-sixth session of the General Assembly,
nuclear-weapon-free zone is genuine, the internatiorald in 1981, the First Committee has been seized of the
community — in particular, the great Powers that posse#em on the strengthening of international peace and security
nuclear weapons — should prevail on the Israelis to acceitethe Mediterranean. We have approached some countries
to the Non-Proliferation Treaty, to subject their nucleaof the region with a view to having it turned into a zone of
facilities to inspection by the International Atomic Energyeace and security. In our opinion, that could be achieved
Agency and to draw up a timetable for the destruction ahly through the withdrawal of foreign military fleets and
their nuclear stockpiles. the removal of the military bases of the great Powers.
Nothing could justify the presence of those fleets now that
With regard to conventional weapons, my countrthe cold war is over and there is no longer a threat of
informed this Committee last year of the practical measuresnfrontation between two camps. In some cases, such
it had taken in disbanding the conventional armyfeets have been used in overt acts of provocation and direct
demobilizing hundreds of thousands of troops analggression. This is what happened to my country in 1986,
channelling their efforts towards development. This yeamghen Libyan cities were subjected to aggressive and
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barbaric air attacks, which resulted in scores of casualtiepportunities and conditions more conducive to peaceful
and widespread material damage. development and cooperation world wide.

As in previous years, my country will actively support Regrettably, however, before these profound changes
any draft resolution intended to promote efforts in this fielccould take hold, new tensions and new conflicts arose
between individual States, subregions and even larger parts
Ms. Damusis (Lithuania): Earlier this week my of regions, shaking the very foundation of the present
delegation aligned itself with the statement made by thlsystem of international security. Aggressive nationalism,
representative of Spain on behalf of the European Unistiplations of human rights and other forms of intolerance
and the associated countries, including the Republic bave led to bloody excesses in the former Yugoslavia, in
Lithuania. As our foreign Minister stated at the Generahe territories of the former Union of Soviet Socialist
Assembly last month, Lithuania is striving for fullRepublics and in Central Africa. The pursuit of regional
integration into European political, economic and collectiveapproaches to disarmament has become all the more
security structures. Membership of the European Union, timportant in the face of these and other destabilizing
North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the Westergituations.
European Union is a high priority. We look forward to
continuing our cooperation with, and participation in, pan-  Armed conflicts, as well as potential conflict-causing
European security mechanisms embodied in ths#tuations, are a constant reminder that the promotion of
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europénternational peace and security can no longer be restricted
further developing the experience of the Baltic Round-tabte the prevention of a nuclear holocaust between the
of the European Stability Pact, and in subregional effortaiclear-weapon Powers or, at most, arranging cease-fires
such as those of the Council of the Baltic Sea States. and the stationing of peace-keeping forces in areas of
conflict between non-nuclear-weapon Powers. The focus
With the easing of East-West tensions, real prospectsist be on the creation of conditions whereby a potential
for far-reaching disarmament agreements have emergednflict-causing situation would be dealt with before it
Nevertheless, great risks to international peace and secudtuld become a full-blown conflict. For that reason, arms
remain. In today’s dramatically changed world, regional arcbntrol and disarmament have become an integral,
subregional issues have assumed additional urgency aathprehensive part of the international efforts to strengthen
importance in the field of disarmament and internationatternational peace and security.
security.
Earlier disarmament efforts were directed towards
Very important advances towards peace have bestabilizing a precarious balance of power between two
made in Latin America, Asia and some parts of Africaheavily armed alliances. Today, the new priority is to
Progress in disarmament has been made in Europe with gstablish the highest possible degree of transparency and
establishment of comprehensive confidence- and securitpnfidence among States, which would foster a new
building measures, followed by agreements for drastisternational security system. In this context, it is the firm
reductions in heavy weapons and armed forcesonviction of Lithuania that States can make a genuine
Nevertheless, in other parts of the world the symptoms obntribution to global security by refraining from the use or
the cold war have not yet fully disappeared. Militanthreat of force against the territorial integrity or political
expenditures and sales of weapons continue to increaseéndependence of any State or in any other manner
an unbridled rate. inconsistent with the principles and purposes set forth in the
Charter of the United Nations. The concept of “near
Despite significant successes — for instance, thabroad” does little to promote confidence and a climate of
signing of the Chemical Weapons Convention, the decisidrust between States, particularly at the regional level.
to extend the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons indefinitely, the regional and global impact of the  Earlier this week, Slovenia noted that
Treaty on conventional forces in Europe and the progress
made in negotiations towards a comprehensive test-ban “While progress has been made on various aspects of
treaty — much remains to be done. These positive the prevention and resolution of conflicts, there
developments in the field of disarmament and on the global remains a substantial gap between the security
scene have improved the international climate, creating new requirements of the present world and existing
international arrangements, which are mainly inherited
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from another and different era(Official Records of these incidents and the risks associated with them should
the General Assembly, Fiftieth Session, Firstompel the international community to take up coordinated
Committee, 4th meeting, p. 4) efforts leading to the elimination of such occurrences. This
problem appears to arise from an inadequate system of
We fully agree that we have yet to meet the challenge ofpdnysical protection, deficient systems of accounting and
new Europe. New realities call for the creation of viableontrol, and insufficient border controls on such material.
and effective security structures, including the enlargemdnternational assistance should be encouraged, especially in
of Western security arrangements to Central and Easteases where old safeguards are eroding or have fallen away
Europe, as a way of avoiding a source of potenti@r where nuclear materials are suddenly for sale.
instability. As its contribution to the eastward expansion of
stability and security and to the maintenance of international The third area is that of the use of international
peace and security, Lithuania continues to fostenechanisms for keeping the peace and ending human
good-neighbourly relations and to participate in th@agedies, such as that now occurring in Bosnia. Lithuania
Partnership for Peace programme with a view to becomiregntinues to participate in United Nations peace-keeping
a member of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. operations. Since August 1994, three Lithuanian platoons
have taken part in the United Nations Confidence
Thus, the traditional approach to disarmament, workirgestoration Operation in Croatia within the Danish
towards the reduction and elimination of the most dangeropsace-keeping battalion. Lithuania is prepared to consider
and destabilizing types of weapons, needs to Ieventualparticipationinthe peace-implementation operation
supplemented by new dimensions of preventive diplomadwp, Bosnia.
which include conflict prevention, conflict resolution and
peace-keeping efforts. This dual approach, with an emphasis The ideological division of the world was not defeated
on regional arrangements based on democratic principleshismilitary force but by the power of the human spirit. We
in Lithuania’s view one of the key objectives of creating are convinced that, against what often seem like
new international security system. insurmountable odds, the collective political will of States
can help reduce tensions and find solutions to conflicts so
Lithuania believes that the success of our disarmamehtt our world can become a more peaceful and secure
efforts will be largely based on three major areas. Firgtjace.
there must be substantial reductions in conventional
weapons and personnel. A huge amount of human and Mr. Celem (Turkey): Let me begin by congratulating
financial resources is still devoted to the productiorthe Chairman on his election to preside over this historic
acquisition and trade in conventional arms. The situationsession of the First Committee, which coincides with the
further aggravated by the potential glut of weapons comirfiftieth anniversary of the United Nations. | am confident
on the market as a result of the end of cold-war rivalrighat, under his wise and able leadership, this Committee will
and domestic pressures, which call for the continuation bé successfully guided through its challenging agenda. |
the production of excessive amounts of conventionalould also like to extend my congratulations to the other
weapons. In some areas bordering Lithuania, the excessivelgmbers of the Bureau.
high concentration of armed forces and the ambiguous
nature of their purpose is not in keeping with the new  We live in extraordinary times full of stark contrasts.
political-military realities of the region. On the bright side, the end of bipolarity freed the
international community from political and ideological
The second area is that of the development of policiesnstraints. Today, a sense of global responsibility is
to prevent the spread of nuclear weapons to new Statgeowing. On the dark side, long-suppressed evil forces, such
With the process of real nuclear disarmament having begas, xenophobic and ethnic nationalism, racism and
it would be detrimental and dangerous if any newntolerance have come to the surface, creating new tensions,
nuclear-weapon State were to emerge. The Treaty on #trésses and conflicts. They constitute new threats to
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons and compatibleternational peace and security.
bilateral or regional arrangements are of supreme
importance in this regard. The fiftieth anniversary is the most opportune time to
revisit and recall the principles and ideals enshrined in the
We are also alarmed at the numerous incidents bhited Nations Charter. We must address the challenges of
illicit trafficking in nuclear materials. The frequency ofour times with the vision of the founders of this
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Organization. The main responsibility of the United Nation$Strengthening the Review Process for the Treaty” and on
is, obviously, the maintenance of international peace afi@rinciples and Objectives for Nuclear Non-Proliferation
security, the prevention and removal of threats to pea@nd Disarmament”.
Fortunately, with the end of the cold war, the prospects for
arms control and disarmament, as key instruments for The proliferation of any type of weapon of mass
greater security and preventive diplomacy, have improvel@struction constitutes a serious threat to international peace
considerably. Never before has there been a greatard security. The Convention on the prohibition of chemical
opportunity for global cooperative action to this end. Waveapons (CWC) and the biological and toxin weapons
must seize it and address the challenges ahead effectivélpnvention are significant international instruments which
demonstrate the will of the international community to free
Last year we observed clear signs of progress in thiee world from these types of weapons. The non-
realm of disarmament and global security. The decision pooliferation regimes regarding the weapons of mass
extend the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nucleadestruction are vital for a safer world. However, it is
Weapons (NPT) indefinitely represents an achievement eéflually compelling to strengthen these regimes by the
historic significance. We were also pleased to see importaddition of legally binding verification procedures to the
progress on the road to achieving our common goal oflevant international instruments.
universal adherence to the NPT. The decision on indefinite
extension, which reflects a delicate compromise, should also With this in mind, we have resolutely supported the
be viewed in the light of the commitment undertaken by th&trengthening of the Biological Weapons Convention with
nuclear-weapon States at the Review and Extensiadditional verification provisions. We will continue to
Conference of the NPT earlier this year. They havellow these efforts and hope that a conclusion will be
committed themselves to exercising utmost restraint neached at the next Review Conference, in 1996.
nuclear tests pending the entry into force of a
comprehensive test-ban treaty. Turkey, as a signatory to the Chemical Weapons
Convention, considers universal adherence to it vitally
In this respect, we continue to expect that nuclear testsportant. We are about to finalize the process of
will not adversely affect the timely conclusion of theratification of this Convention.
proposed treaty. With this in mind, we have taken note of
the announcement made in this regard. We welcome the The eruption of ethnic conflicts has amply
commitment of France, the United Kingdom and the Unitedemonstrated the vital role of regional arms control and
States to a true zero-yield ban as significant contributions disarmament efforts in buttressing the global endeavour to
the negotiations. Turkey supports the agreed objective efihance stability and security. The Treaty on Conventional
concluding a comprehensive test-ban treaty, which will havemed Forces in Europe (CFE), as the cornerstone of
to be universal and internationally and effectively verifiableuropean security, has established a stable and secure
no later than 1996. In this context, we continue to followalance at lower levels of conventional armed forces.
the negotiations in Geneva closely. Turkey took all the necessary steps for the implementation
of the Treaty and expects all States parties to it to fully
The next priority on the disarmament agenda should labide by its provisions. Any violation of such a critical
an agreement banning the production of fissile material forternational legal instrument will certainly create an
weaponry purposes. Furthermore, the inefficiency iatmosphere of mistrust, and this will obviously not be in the
controlling the removal and transfer of fissile material hasest interests of European security. It will adversely affect
emerged as a serious problem in the post-cold-war era. \ttie climate of confidence which constitutes the basis of
strongly believe that the time has come to adopt responsilglebal security. Thus, it is our sincere hope that the States
policies and effective mechanisms to control the transfer pérties to the CFE will take full account of the global
nuclear material. In this context, | would like to emphasizsecurity dimension of this issue and of their responsibilities
the fundamental role of the International Atomic Energin this regard before making their final decision on
Agency (IAEA). We are committed to continuing ourcompliance with this Treaty.
support of the ongoing process to strengthen the IAEA
safeguards system through the 93+2 programme. The Middle East is especially important for my
country in the context of the need to broaden the scope of
We also attach great importance to two other decisioasms control and other security-building endeavours to
adopted at the NPT Conference: the decisions @mbrace all the regions of the world. Now the chances of
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achieving this noble aim in the Middle East are greater than Mr. Cole (Australia): | have asked to speak in order

ever. Turkey is actively participating in the multilaterato respond briefly to the welcome joint announcement made
track of the meetings of the Arms Control and Regionaarlier today by France, the United Kingdom and the United
Security Working Group of the Middle East peace procesStates of America of their intention to sign the relevant
We are convinced that the difficulties faced on the way tBrotocols to the Treaty of Rarotonga in the first half of

the eventual realization of the confidence-building measur&896, thereby joining Russia and China, which had
can be solved when progress is achieved at the politiqgakviously signed and ratified the two Protocols open to
level. them.

Similarly, we sincerely hope that cooperation and The Australian Government warmly welcomes this
confidence-building in Asia will succeed and contribute tannouncement. Australia has been urging the importance
international security. | would like to commend Kazakstaand benefits of this step for some time. This concrete
and Turkmenistan for their initiatives in this regard. We areecognition of the positive role of nuclear-weapon-free
fully cognizant of the potential of these efforts, and thusones augurs well for the further development of
extend our support to them. We hope that in time thegsternational peace and security in the aftermath of the
initiatives can be institutionalized and form the basis fdReview and Extension Conference of the Treaty on the
developing concrete confidence-building measures suitaiNen-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) and pursuant
for the needs of the region. We expect that, in a true the encouragement given there to the creation of nuclear-
Eurasian spirit, all these efforts will be integrated into aeapon-free zones as a matter of priority.
whole.

The signing and ratification of the Protocols to the

Transparency in armaments is an important componé€featy of Rarotonga by all of the nuclear-weapon States has
of efforts aimed at building confidence and reducingeen a major objective of the South Pacific Forum, and
unpredictability at a regional as well as at the universabmething for which the Australian Government has been
level. The United Nations Register of Conventional Armwiorking for a long time. The Treaty of Rarotonga is the
is a key instrument in the efforts to increase internationgtincipal institutional expression of the desire of all South
confidence. However, in order for this instrument téacific countries to live in a region free of nuclear weapons
function effectively, all Member States must submit theiand nuclear testing.
reports. In order to ensure that all Member States submit
reports for the Register specific methods should be In our view, by signing the Protocols to the Treaty of
developed to encourage Member States to do so. We aRkarotonga, the United States, France and the United
consider it important that the Register be expanded kKingdom will send a positive non-proliferation message to
include procurement from national production. the entire international community and will help to drive the

comprehensive test-ban treaty negotiations towards their

The Conference on Disarmament in Geneva is thlsiccessful completion within the first half of 1996.
single multilateral disarmament negotiating forum. However,
owing to its cold war-design, it is structurally incapable of | have to say that while Australia welcomes the
responding to the changing political realities of our timezommitment made by France to sign and ratify the
The widely shared opinion is that the Conference dArotocols, it does not lessen our resolve to see an end now
Disarmament should be expanded. Turkey strongly supports French nuclear testing in the South Pacific. Our goal
this opinion. The maintenance of the momentum created bymains an immediate cessation of such testing.
the latest decision of the Conference on Disarmament
(CD/1356) is significant for its prestige, and would secure
fruitful results in the Geneva talks.

The fiftieth anniversary of the United Nations provides
a historic opportunity for learning lessons from past
experiences and preparing ourselves for the challenges that
lie ahead. We have to continue to work together with a
shared goal of making the world a better and safer place.

22



General Assembly 8th meeting
A/C.1/50/PV.8 20 October 1995

Mr. Markram (South Africa): My Government relevant protocols is necessary for the maximum
welcomes the joint statement made today by theffectiveness of such nuclear-weapon-free zones and the
Governments of France, the United Kingdom and thelevant protocols.

United States of their intention to sign the relevant

Protocols to the Treaty of Rarotonga in the first half of We look forward to a similar announcement being

1996. made by the nuclear-weapon States with regard to the
African nuclear-weapon-free zone, and reiterate our call to

We further welcome their reference to paragraphs 5,tbe weapon States to sign the relevant Protocols of the
and 7 of the Principles and Obijectives for Nuclear NorAfrican Treaty as soon as they become available for
Proliferation and Disarmament, which pertains to thsignature.
recognition of the fact that the cooperation of all the
nuclear-weapon States and their respect and support for the The meeting rose at 5.45 p.m.
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