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Tenth annual report ¢f UNESCO:on acticn %o combat racial
’ﬂisoriminat'*h, esnéoballyfih ucvtq“rm Africe, in
SC0' s gphereof competence
(Novemoer ]9799ﬁo Nbvemoer 1980)

1. For the period from Fovember 1972 to November 1980, UNESCO's activities-in the
sphere of-agction to combat razcial digcrimination, eszpecially in southern Africa,
related essentially *c the followiy

I. Normative activities;
1T, Operational ectivities;
11T, UNESCO!' s participation in meetings, seminars and round-tabless; -

Iv, otudies and research.

L. NORMATIVE ACTIVITTES

2. For the period under consideraticn, UNESCO!'s normative activities in respect of
action to combst racial dlsorlmlmet n centred largely on efforvs to secure
implementation of three main ine trumentu, nemely:

Convention against Discrimination in Education, adopted by the General Conference
at its eleventh session, farls, 14 JDCGP er ]96

Declaration on Race and Racial Prejudice, adopted by the General Conference at its
tventieth session, Paris, 27 Hovember 1978

Declaration on Fundamental Principles concerning the Contribution of the Mas
Media to Strengthening Peace =nd International Understsnding, fo the Promotlon
of Human Rights and to Countering Racialism, Apartheid and Incitement to War,
adopted by the General Conference ab its twentieth session, Paris,

22 November 1978,

Lgerdiinetion in Bducation

. s
Lis Irlonentation

nleting the third

3. During 1980, UNHESCO con

e o
consultation of Member uw(UDU9 7/7), concerning implementation of the above-
mentioned Convention, In this WOTWGFELOA, it will be recalled that the iniftial results
of the consultation were submitted %o fthe General Conferer 1

we at its twentieth session
b 5 / L
in document 200/40, to which referencc was made in UHESCO!'s oreceding anmal report.

4. The results of the consultation vere set out 1n a repory of the Committee cn
Conventions and Recommendations that was submitted to the General Conference at its
twenty-first session in document QIF/A7 Thig document contains a congolidated
analysis of the information transmitted up to and including 30 August 1979 by nine
Member States (of which six are Parales Yo the Conventicn) in response to a reminder
addregsed by the Director--General on 21 February 1979 to 80 Member States which had

0

not yet prepared their reports for the thi ¢ consuliavion on ilmrplementetion of the
Convention, It also takesg intc account the reports which fuo cther Wﬂmber Siates
(of which cne is a Party %o the Conveniion) transmitiied to The secrelarial before the

reminder was sent, but too lete for use in dralfting the Committee’s D“ﬂoeﬁinﬁ report
(ZOC/4U/. Lastlys it contains information supplementing the report which a lMember

¢
State prepared in September 1976 2nd was teken into consideration in drafting
document ?OL/AO
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5. At the end of the third consultaetion exercise, it is regrettable to note, as

the General Conference has done, that of a total of 134 States members of UNESCO when
the third consultation exercise began, only 69 (of which 49 are parties to the
Convention) partiipated in the consultation. However, it will be noted with
satigfaction that, according to their reports, *thers are no laws or regulations

which imply any form cf discrimination, as defined in article 1 of the Convention,

in any of the States which participated in the third consultation. furthermore,

it is evident that the States are particularly concerned by the continuing inequality
of oppertunities in the field of education, and “some of them report” on measures

taken on behalf of less advantaged regions cor vopulation groups.

- B Implementation of the Declaration on Race and
Racial Preiudice adopted on 27 November 1978

6. It will be recalled that, at its twentieth sessiocn, the General Conference
supplemented the above.mentioned Declaration by a resoluticn on its implementation
in which, inter alia, it invited the Director-General "tc prepare s comprehengive
report on the world gituation in the {ields covered by the Jeclaration, on the basig
of the information supvlied by Member States and of any other information ... which
he may have gathered ...". It is in the light of that provision that the
Director~General of UNESCO sent a circular letter dated 7 May 1980 to the 150 States
members of UNESCO and to governmental and non-goverumental organizaticns, inviting
them to submit to him information on the implementation of the Yeclaration, 'in
accordance with a pre-determined format.

.

7. As of 1 September 1980, only 26 member States, four international governmental
organizations and 16 non-governmental organizations had responded to the
Director-General's invitation. The various replies made 1t possible to prepare
the comprehensive report of the Director-~General on the world situation in the
fields covered by the Declaration on Race and Racial Prejudice (Document 210/78)
which wag submitted to the General Conference ot its twenly-first session, This
document mostly contains summarices of the replieg received, as well as genersl
comments and recormendations.

8. It will be noted that it has not been possible to undertake a precise and
comprehensive survey on the basis of the replies received, which were limited in
number and which generally provided little specific information on the implementation
of the Declaration. The States which participated in the survey stress the absence
of legal provisions establishing forms of racial digcrimination in their territory.
However, it is regrettable that the States, with but o few exceptions, paid more
attention in their replies tc formal legal structures than to economic, social,
political‘and cultural conditions which could give rise to acts of racial
discrimination,

a. In view of the limited number of replies weceived and their very general nature,
the Director-General felt that it would be sppropriate to renew the invitation
addressed to Member Siates and organizetions invelved in action to combat racism and
racial discrimination, requesting them to revort on any specific measures they had
taken to implement the Declaration on Race and Racial Prejudice. He 2lso emphasized
the specificity of the Declaration and invited Member States and the orgenizations
concerned. to take that into account in their replies, with a view, particularly, to
avoiding duplication with the consultation procedures of other agencies within the
United Nations system. Lastly, he reminded Member States, in accordance vith
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paragraph 1(a) of the resolution for implemeniation of the De la ation, of their
hndcrtaklng "to consider the possibility of ratifying, if they have not vet done sc,
the international instruments designed to aid in oounterlmg &no eliminating racial
digscrimination, and in particular the International Convention on the Elimination
of A1l Forms of Racial Riscrimination, the International Convention on the
Suppression and punishment of the Crime of Apartheid and the UNESCO Convention

alnst Discrimination in BEducation',

C. Implenentation of the UNESCO Declaration on Fundsmental
Princizles concorning the Contribution of Mass Media to
Strﬂnlb ening Peace and International Understanding, to
he Promotion oi Human Rights and to Countering Racialism,
ADjithQJd ond. I1citement to War, adooted on 22 November 1978

10. The adoption of thig BNESLO-Doclaration constitutes” o clear-cut sbtatement of
mass media's readiness and willingness to counter racism and racizl discrimination.
le" %

In its very first article the Declaration assigns o "“leading role' to the mass me dia
in this regard.

-Programme-acticns designed to implement the Declaration at” the national,
regional =znd international level can be said to make definite contribution to the
over-all efforts to combabt racism and racial discrimination. S

Actiong implemented in 1979~1980C

11. (a) Translation and ovublication intc the respective national languages of
TNESCO Member States, in addition to the six official languages of the
United Nations. So far 16 Member States have completed this project.
Others are in the process of doing so.

(b) - Netional-level -seminar in Turkey; -sponsored by Hacette University in
- Ankare, brought -fogether p?of esionals Trom the press aid broddcasting and
experts Trom teaching and research ]ﬂﬁLlfULLOTS to examine ways to
- implement the prineiples of an Declarationy

(c) Three regional seminars wore orgenized with UNESCO support by the ILatin
American Federation of Journalists (FELAP) in Mexico City, the Press
Foundation of Asie (PFA} in Manila and the internaulonal Organization of
Journalists (I0J).

5

- The annual meeting of FELAP brought together 11 regional professional
organiJation° of journslists [Asia, 4rab States and Africe) and the
International Orgsnization of Journalists (I0J). The meeting, which
was convened in Mexico City, fully endorsed the Declaration and agreed
to work fowards its full implementation.

- The PFA meeting brought together leading newspaper editors in the
region, fhey lely end. r;oﬂ the Declarafion and called upon '
professional organizstions cdia instivutions, Goverment policy-
makers, etc., to all work together to implement its principles.

~ 4 third regional colloGuium was organized by the Tntornftional
Organization of Journalists (IOJ)9 in collaboration-with UNESCO in

Bamako, Mali, from 1 to 3 October 1980. The subJect of the colloguium
was how the moss media in geners]l and the press in particular could
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contribute towards gre tional und“rstanding by implementing

oy

ver intery
C [0}

na
the principles of the Declaration, whlch includes fighting againgt
racism, The African and the Malien Unions of Journalists also
participated in the collo qulum.

(d) An international consultation was convencd at Headquarters in May 1979
to look into ways to include the Declaration in the curricula of
communication teaching and fraining institutes. The meeoting's
recommendations were distributed to all concerned institutions in the world,

(e) A study on "Imagss of foreign countries" as portrayed by national mass
media is now in the finsl stages of completion. This study took
particular note of the racizl stereotypes which are sometimes projected
in the mass media and which give birth to prejudice, bias and negative
images about nations, cultures, and peoples.

(f) A small consultation of international experts was orgaenized in 1979 to
define the notions of responsible, comprehensive, and objective reporting
of international news and to foster greater international understending
through internatiocnal reporting, In early 1981, a much broader mceting
will be organized with the participation of 211 the major non--governmental
professional orgeanizations, to suggest ways to improve the current level

..... - and nature of internaticne 1 reporting. Respect for cultural identity of
nations and ways of reflccting them in international reporting form a part
of the deliberations of this mecting.

Major. actions foregeen in . 1981-1983

12, (a) A series of five regional seminars, which will bring together media
professionals, researchers, policy-nakers, etc. to see how the Declaration
has been implemented and will devise ways 1o bring about greater adhcorence
to its principles by .all concerned,  These seminars will naturally examine
the role mass media is playing in combating racism and racial discrimination.

(b) The organization of an Internstional Congress in 1983 to evaluate
implementation of the Declaration. This International Congress is expected
to look into the question of "leading wele' of the media in bringing about
greater. understanding among nations and of countering racialism in all its

forms . (extra~budgetary fbnds)

(c) Three seninars will be orge nwzeu9 one in 1981, one in 1982 and one in 1983,
on how the press, radio and tclevision and the cinema handle problems of
international significance. Though the subjects of those seminars are
brecader than the problem of racial discrimination itself, yet the latter
igsue will no doubt form .an integrel part of the d@WiberﬂtiﬁnO on other
problems of international significance dealt with by the mas media,

(d) WVith a view to preparing o conscolidated revort in 1983, a survey will be
undertaken in 1981 of findings of major rescarch on the way the media
hendle social phenomens such ag violation of human rights, violence, etc.
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II. OQPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES IN THE FIEID OF EDUCATION IN SOUTHERN 4FRICA

13. In consultaticn with OAU, UNESCO continucd to cxecute eight UNDP--funded
projects for the education and training of pupils and students of national
liberation mcvements recognized by OAU;, «nd up to the end of December 1980, one
project for the Patriotic Front of Zimbabwe. The aid provided through these
projects and from UNESCO's regular programme funds covered the award of university
fellowships; the payment of fees and expenses of secondary school-level pupils;
the provision of cducational supplics and equipment to, nnd the payment of salaries
of teschers of, schools esteblished by the nationsl liberabion movements; the
organization of two workshops/seminars> ne on textbook writing and bthe other on
educational planning and administration and schocl facilities; and the peyment of
travel expenses of represcentoiives of national liberation movements to enable them
to perticipate in UNESCO meetings of direct intercst to them, as well as to the
UNESCO Genesral Conference.

(@]

ITI, PARTICTPLTION BY UNESCO IN MEETINGS, SEMINARS AND ROUND-TABIES

14. In this connection, reference can be made to four meetings which constitute

contributions to combating racisms

1. UNESCO participation in the twenty--first scssion of the Committce on the
Elimination of Rocial Viscrimination (CERD) (Gencva, 24 March-~11 April 1980)

15. UNESCO's participation in this session of CERD largely related to item 8 of the
Committee's agendas: Implementation of article 7 of the Infternational-Convention on:
the Blimination of All Formg of Racizl Discrimination. Thig article deals with one
of UNESCO's concerns in that it aims. to strenglhen the rolic of education, culture
and information in combating racial discrimination, Accordingly, UNESCO submitted
a document entitled: Preliminary observations by UNESCO on the implementation of
article 7 of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Formg of Racial
Digerimination, The first part of the study congidered the treatment of '
article 7 in legal literature: the sccond part cxamines the way in which States
Partics implement it; the third part rccounts UNESCO's experience in the
implementation of normative instrumcats and its possible value as a model,

2. United Nations Seminar on Political, Fconomic, Cultural and Other Pactors
Underlyving Situations leading to Rocism including o Survey of the Increase
or Decline of Racism and Racial Discrimination (Nairobi, Kenya,

19-30 May 1980)

16, This seminar, which was also organized as pert of the Progremme for the Decade
for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, provided an opportunity for
the representative of the Director-General of UNESCO to introduce the study
requested of the organizotion concerning its action to ccmbat racism. This document
first describes UNESCO's nermative activities in the struggle against racism and
racial discrimination. It gocs on to deal with the problem of failure to
recognize the cultural identity and cultural contribution of certain population
groups with a view to preserving and maintsining their cultural heritage. TLastly
it discusses discriminatory practiceg with regard to the right 4o education and
training and the absence, in the ficld of information, of measures to dispel the
preconceived ideas of various population groups regerding other groups.
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3,.. .Interna tlonal Sympogium on the problens. of fascismse- the- flght against
nezigm and Ffascism -~ a contribution to the doefence of democracy-and-peace:
(Frankfurtmemwﬁainy Federal Republic of Germany, 29-30 October 1080

17. This symposiim, which was orgenized oy the International Federation of Resistance

Movements (FIR), provided an opportunity for the representative of the Director-General

of UNESCO to draw a comparison between the régime of the Republic of South wfrics and
azisu, He pointed out, for examnle, th here wore dis 1fb1nﬂ similaritics betwecn

thb laws of apartheid and those of Nbr:f erg. He alsc indicatced that UNESCO had

for many years categorized that régine as a threat fto peaoe. Lastly, he reported

on UNESCO's action against racism - b -th normative activities and studies and research

WOTrk. ‘

I
IRV

4, International conference of teachers to combat recism anti-Semitisi and
human rights violations (Tel Aviv, 9~14 November 1980)
2 9 /

t

18. This conference was organized by the Isracli Teachers! Union and by Netherlands,
German, French and ifmerican teachers! associglicns, The represcntative of tha
Director-General of UNESCO took the onooruunluy to draw avtention to the fact that,
gince its esgtablishment, UNESCO had ovganized several international conferences to
evaluate work on population genetlcs and sccial sclence rescarch into the '"racial
problem", and that it had alsc issued nmany publications on thatv question and had
steadily oxpanded its SthQLLb and resecarch pro gramne on the subject. In his statement,
he analysed the contribution of tko various UNESCO declerations cn race, giving
prominence to the latest of thom:  the Declaration on Race and Racial Prejudice

adopted by the UNESCO General Confercnce by conscensus on 27 November 1978.

Ci

IV, STUDIES AND RESHARCH WORK

19, The rccord of UNESCO!'z studies end rescarch work concerning the struggle against
racism in 1980 is as follows:

1. Works published since the previous roport

20. Sociological Theoricss Race and Colonialism, UNESCO, 1980, 499 pages. This
work, which contains contributions by a number of authors from different schoole of
thought, draws attention to the contribubion of various socioclogical theories to the
study of racism and, by extcension, the study of colonialism. It places particular
emphasis on the contribution and shortcomings of the conventional scciological
theorics based on the works of Marx, Weber and Durkheim and gives a critical analysis
of more recent theoretical approaches, for cxomple thosc connected with the imerican
functionalist school. It also highlights thoe cconomic, political and social factors
which played a decisive port in the emcrgence of relatively structured racist
ideologies during the ninetecnth century %ﬂ the role of these ideologics in the
meintenance and development of ceortain social structures at the national and
international levels.

21. General History of Africa. Volume I - Méthodologic et préhistoire africalins
(Mbthodology and ifrican Prchistory). Bditor: J.K-Zerbo, 1980, 893 pages.

Volume IT - Afrique ancicnnc (Anciunf Africa). Editor: G. Mokhtar, 1980, 925 pages.
This menumental study, which will oxtend to eight volumes, is intonded to be a
higtory of the ideas and civilizat ons, societics and instituitions of Africa since
ancient times, It dravs on a wide v Drl“ty of sources, including tradition and
artistic expression.
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22, la paissance de 1'Etat pa a, gucrre de 1libhération nationales le
Guinde-Bissau -(The -Brnergence of ~the State through o Uar of-Hatbiongl Liber
the Case of Guinea-Bissau) by Paulettc Pierson-leihy, THESCO, 1980, 155 va
As the autheor states \cﬂaptcr 2, page 27,, the ent: ra nwigtery of Guinea du
the colonial period is marked by injustice, exploitation, poverty, lack of freedom
and. political rights, ignorance, nunger, feer, racism and discrimineticn. In '
thesc circumstances, the Guinean ucooT“ inevitably sought seli-determination

and the achievement of freedowm, if necessary through a war of national liberation.
This they did in exemplary fashion. Acooréinv to the auvthor, that struggle was
both a struggle for the re-esitablishment of intornetional legality and human
rights and a struggle for the achicvement of human rights and frecdoms, a struggle
for peace.

H
—t

2. Futvre oublications

2%, Study of the methods used by South Africa to create and sustain pressure
groups s

Apartheid: its effects on education, scionce, culture and information (thira
edition

Comparison of the principles proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of Human.
Rights and the actual situation in South Africas

Study on the role of the black press in southern Africas;

Apartheids o guide for teachers.



