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1. THNTRODUCTION:

1. The present report has heen prevared in pursuance of Commission on Humen Rights
resolution 28 (XXVI) of 11 March 1980. In thlu connection, the Beenomic and

Social Council in its resclution 1974%/36 of 10 May 1979, had requested the Commission
on Human Rights fto prepare suggestions on the possibility of convening meetfings of the
Bureau of the Commission in intersessional periods in exceptional circumsiances.

}3

2, In paragraph 4 of its resolution 28 (XXXVI), the Commission requested the
Secretary-General to seek the views oi Governments on the possibility of the creation
of an intersessional role for the Uommission's Bureau and on the possible need for
convening emergency sessions of the Commission in order to consider responding to
reports of mass and flagvent violations of human rights of an urgent nature, taking

N
1nto consideration General hAssembly resoclution 32/130, and tc report thereon to the
Commission at ite thirty-seventh session.
3. In paragraph 5 of The same resoluiion, the Commission regquested the
Secretary-General to submit to the Commission at its thirty-seventh session:
aveilable information on intersessional roles performed by the Bureaux of other bodies
in the United Nations system; informstion on the means available, including financial
implications, for the convening of intersessional meetings of the Bureau as well as of
emergency sessions of the Commission: and any other information relevant fto the
subject.

4., In implementation of the aoove—m@ntLoaea TP olution, the Secretary-General
addressed a note verbale to Governments, on 30 June 1980, inviting them to forward

to the Director of the Division of Human ngAuo, by 31 October 1980, any views they
might wish %o submit in accordance with paragraph 4 of Commission resolution 28 (XXXVI).

5. As of 1 December 1990, the Secretaria’t had received substantive replies from the
following Governments: Austria, Botswana, Brazil, Colombia, Cuba, France, German
Democratic Republic, Germany, Federal Republic of, Guatemsla, Hungary, Jordan,
Madagascar, Nethorlands, Panama, Portugal, Sweden, Togo, and the United Kingdom of

Great Britain and Northern Iveland.

6. The Director of the Division of Human Rights addressed a letter on 30 June 1980

to the Executive Heads of 2 number of Dep< treft and Offloes of the United Nations

ant specialized agencies, inviting them to forward to him by 31 October 1980, any

1nformaulon and V1evc which they might wish to submit in accordance with paragraph 5
oluti

7. As of 1 December 1980, substa ntlve information or views had been received from
the following: (a) Dn*tod Wations Dej t mnho “nl Qfﬁ: es: Department of Political

Progremme, mited Nations
'Nl zed apenoles: Intarma tloqal Labour
tetive Organization, International
cational, Sclentific and Cultural

and Security Council Affeirs, United
High Commissioner for Refugees; (b)

Organisation, I“ter—rowexampntaT “31Lt'~
Civil Aviation Organization,
Organization, %erld Ieslth

-

8. The present report comprises thivee chapters. Chapter I contains z summary of
views and comments suhmitied by Goverrments on the subject. Chapter II deals with the
information provided by organs and agencies of the United Nations system relating to
the intersessional roles performed by the bureaux of main bodieg. Chapter ITI deals
with additional information which appears to he of relevance to the subject.
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9. In paragraph 5(b) of resolution 28 (XXXVI) the Becretary-General was requested

to submit to the Commission at its Thirty-seventh sessién, information on the means
available, including financial implications, for the convening of inter-sessional
meetings of the Bureau as well as of emergency sessions of the Commission., As regards
the means available, the Secretary-General would comply with a request for
inter-sessional meetings if given reasonable notice and if the necessary stafl and
regources are available for servicing such meetings. Tinancial implications have
been provided in documents B/CN.4/1.1525 and 1/0N.4/1.1526, and as indicated on a full
cost basis, 11 is estimated that one inter-sessionel meeting of the Bureau in Geneva,
involving five working days would involve Conference Servicing costs of $11,143 and
travel costs of approximately $6,000: one inter—sessional meeting of the Commission
(emergency special session) in Geneva for five working days would involve conference
servicing costs of §134,112 and travel costs of epproximately $50,000.
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I. SUMMARY OF VIEWS AND COMMENTS SUBMITTED BY GOVERNMENTS

AULTRIA

[Original: English]
[31 October 1980]

10, The Governnent of Austria continuously supports measures on further
promoting human rights mechanisms.within the Unlted Nation's system, partlcularly
for emergency situations. Austria, therefore, favours both the creation of an
intersessional role for the Bureau of'the Commission on Human Rights as well ag
the creation of possibilities o converne efiergency sessions of the Commission

in case of assertions of mass and flagrant violations of human rights.

11, The intersessional role of the Commission's Bureau, in our view, should
consist of a permanent readiness to be called upon and to rapidly take the
necegsary steps for convenlngq in case.of need, an emergency session of the
Commission. o - R

12. In the creation of the possibility to approach the Commission on an ad hoc
basis with particularly urgent and flagrant cases of violations of human rights,
the Goverrnment of Austrla sees several advantages compared to the existing
situation:

(a) TFirst, immediate action on a new problem reduces, if not entirely
eliminates; risks of protraction or delaying procedures., TFurthermore, the
possibility to resort at any time to an international forum, specialized on
human rights, prevents the pogsible danger that human rights violations are
treated by fora which mainly are entrusted with political questions, a danger
which might lead to adverse conseguences.

(b) Tinaliy, possibility to converie emergency sessions of the Commission
night alleviate the workload of the regular sessions of the Commission. A
decision to convene such emergency sessions as well as the establishment of
agenda should be governed by the rules of procedure for functional .commissions.,

- BOTSWANA
[Original: English]
[18 August 1930]
13. The Governmeﬁt of Botgswana supports the idea of the convening of emergency

sessions of the Commission on Human Rights in order to consider responding to
reports of mass and flagrant viclations of human rights of an urgent nature.
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BRAZIL

[Original: Inglish]
[14 August 1930]

14. " As regards the pogsibility of convening emergency session of the

Commission on Human Nights and the creation of intersessional functions for

the Commission's Dureau, the Government of Brazil believes that it would be
necessary to define clearly and precisely the scope of the functions attributed
to the Bufeau during intersessional periods as well as the nature of the
decisions that it would be alloved to take during that time. = The creation of
intersessional functions does not: presuppose, in fact, powers that are =
incompatible with thé limits of the Bureau's representative role. The decisions
with which the Bureau could be. empowered would necessarily have a limited scope.
Indeed, it would be unacceptable if during intersessional periods the Bureau
were to assume ample representation of the political will of the other members
of the Commission on Human Rights. t is difficult to conceive which decisions
could be' taken by the Bureau, beyond expressing concern with regard to specific
situations and, eventually, requesting information to be submitted to the
Commission itself, It is also the opinion of the Government of Brazil that
decisions taken by the Bureau would necessarily be subject to referendum by

the -Commigsion's plenary. o :

15.. The Government of DBrazil also believes that in the case of emergency sessions,
it would also be necessary to study the gquestion of what functions would the
Commission itself have since, in the event of urgent situations of serious
violation of human rights which threaten international peace and security, the
United Wations is already ewpowered with efficient mechanisms for action such

as the convening of the Security Council and of emergency sessions of the

General Assewmbly itself.

COLCMBIA

[Original: Spanish]
[7 August 1980]

16, The Govermnment of Colombia does not consider it necessary to create an
intersessional role for the Bureau of the Commission on Human Rights or to
convene emergency sessions of the Commission in order to consider responding

to reports of mass and flagrant violations of human rights of an urgent nature.
Such reports can be considered during the Commission's regular sessions. In
view of the financial situation of the United Nations, it is necessary to ensure
that measures which involve laoreased expenditure are adqpted only when
absolutely essential.. :

CUBA
[Orviginal: Spanish]
[% October 1980]

17. The Government of Cuba is of the opinion that the Bureau of the Commission

on Human Rights should meet, with the agreement of all elected members and with due
regard for equitable geographical distribution, to discuss measures which may be
required urgently in exceptional circumstances relating to mass and flagrant
violations of human rights, as defined in General Assembly resolution 32/130.

In addition, the States members of the Commission will have to be consulted on

the measures to be adopted with regard to the above-~mentioned situations.
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12, The Goverrment of I'rance counsiders that the initiative in convening such
emergency sessions should be takeu by the Commission's Bureau, by majority
decision, Iv would elso be willing to congider an arrangemenu vhereby this
initiative would be the prerogative of the members of the Commisgion uaemuelve
wno would also take a majoriiy leolsion. .
19. Rather theun avcsign a permanent intersessional role to the Compmission's
Bureau, Irance would favour the appointment; during sessions of the Commission
on Human Righte, of experts vwho would he able to report at any time on specific
casés vary ant¢1g a meeving of the DBuresu with a view to the possible exceptional
convening of the Comm18310h. There specific casezs could encormass problems of
humar rights raised by mass oowv19¢lou novements .
sl DA ] \TTC REFUBLIC
Orioinals Taslich]
Luiginad s WELLEN G
[10 November 1900]
20. On several occasions, the Government of Hhe German Democratic Republic has
expressed ils views on the igsue "alternative approaches and ways .and means
vlthjm the United Wations sgq"cm 107‘1 mproving the eiffective enjoyment of
human rights and fundamental froe ﬁv’y which the Third Comnittee of the
United Hations General Assembly aud the vaam Rigkts Comnission have been dealing
with for years. 1 nnection, the G gl the German Demccratic
Republic has always he coLglex natu i e. This complexity
must, in the opinios man democratic Lepublic, also be baken inte account
in the proposals coi olution 23 (J0UIVI) adopted hy tne Commisaion on
Human Righte at i gegainn, which aim at considering the possibility
of an jnter,O“slonqi the Commission's BHTOEu and of co Venlnb emergency
sessions of Tthe Cor The CGovernnent of the German Demo ratic Republic

o

This

f‘q"T\'E

Uik

AITY

the
+1e Commisgio

Thug
role fo




E/CN.4/1443

page B

human righto. A najority of Bureau members should be required 1o convene a

special Bureau sessilon, In addition9 in order to do justice to the exceptional
characher of these emergency sessions, the Bureau should, to begin with, meet in

1

Genieva or New York ne more often than three oxr four times between two regular
Commission sessions and not any longer than five days.

22, Ir accordance with paragvaph 4 of Commission on luman Rights Resolution 28 (xxv)
the Bureau should act in the manner described to consider responding to reports of
mass and flagrant viclations of humen rights of an urgent nature, -

2%, 1In preparing the next regul

ay ox special s Commission, the
Bureau action should first be ected towards the facts of human
rights violations and pnreparing the cases in su that a report can he made
to the next Commission plenary session, which she matter under

4

[%
a certain case, 1t
Hat

18
consideration, 17 necessarxy due to the urgent
1 iong Secretary-General

should be po to adopt recommendations to the unlted

to the effect that he take preparatory action in order to be able to inform the
next plenary secsion of the Commission on the matter,
GUATEMALA Qo
(Original:s Spanish]
[4 Hovember 1980]
24. The Government of Guatemala is in fav01r of the action referved in
Commission resolution 28 {XXXVI), paragraph 4, 11 HMaxrch 1980,

5. The Government of Tungary does not support the idea of convening emergenc
sesolons of the Cownission on Iuman Rights - at the initiative of the Loxmlsglon
r its Burean - since that practice would run counter to the valid rules of
rocedure of the Functional Commissions of the Economic and Social Council.

JORDALT ®

[Original:

1
[20 Angust 1930]

o}

o

26. The Covernment of Jordan approves the creation of an intersessional role

for the Commisgion's Durcau and algo approves convening emergency sessions of

the Commission in order to consider recponding to repoyts of mass and flagrant
o i &

violaticons of human rights of an urgent nature.
MADAGASCAR

[Original: French)
27 Hovenber 1930]

41

27. The Government of lMadagascar has no objection to the
intersessional role which mL”% be assigned to the Dureau o

32

"(J

ropogal concerning the
f the Commission

28, However, the Dureau's role should be limited to convening the Com.is: ion,
which alone WOUlu be emmowvered to make any vecommendation it deemed neccssary.
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NETHERTANDS

(PN

[Original: Pnglish]
[2

6 Tovember 1980]

29.  ILven though, technically, wembers of the Commission on Humen Rights heold
tenure from Januvery 1 till December 51, it is only during the annual six~-week
sessions that they can make the Commisgsion respond to urgent human rights
situations that have precented themselves dvring the preceding year.  In between
sessions, it dis largely left to the Bub~Commission and to the General Assembly
to deal with any such situations, if they see so {it. This system of
intermittent consideration by the Commission of acute human rights questions
does not do Justice to the Commission's role as the central human rights organ
of the United Wations,; nor; and more important, does it warrant action where
action is due. DRightfully, therefore, the Commission itself considered the
possibility of some form of intersessional activity on its part.

Resolution 28 (XXXVI) suggests two different avenues: an enhanced role for the
Commission's Bureau and emergency sessions., Thege, of course, do not exhaust
the possibilities for advancing the Commissgion's efficacy in the cause of '
human rights, neither that of the United Nations as a whole. \s has been
frequently argued by the Netherlands, the establishment of an office of

High Commissioner for Iuman Nights would substantially raise the United Hations
capacity to deal with human rights violations effectively, more sgo than creating
an intersessional role for the Cowmission.

30. Despite this critical note, the Government of the Netherlands favours
following both avenues suggested in resolution 28 (JZXVI) at the same time and
submits that either one merits thorough discussion in the context of the

'overall analysig' during the thirty-seventh sesgion. As for the Dureau,
setting 1p a series of one or two-day meetings at fixed dates during the
fifty-week intersessional period, would circumvent problems of prescribing when
and for what reason the Bureau could convene, A freguency of four such meetings
at regular intervals would allow human rights suxveillance about every two and

« half months, while three meetings would still leave the intermediate timespan
no longer than three months. 1t is conceded that the proposed format would
impose a congiderable burden on the five heads of delegation who, as a rule,

form the Bureau. Since it might be difficult for all of them to atiend all

of the intersessional meetings, cne could allow For alternates being sent in
their stead, 1t being mndersitood that the Chairman could not be so substituted.
However, since membership of the Commission is closely linked with the delegate
representing the State concermed, nembers of the Dureau should make it a point

to appear in person vhenever circunctances oo permid. Purthermore, the presence
of four members of the Dureau (or alternates) would seem a svitable quorun, or,
alternatively, three members including the Chairman, As Member States would
have the option of sending alternates, it would not seem appropriate to permit
the absence of only one chief delegate preventing the Bureau from meeting at

all, even rore so asg some members of the Bureau may have to travel long distances,
assuming that Geneva would be the place of venue,.

31. Ag for the Bureau's intersescional mandate, it is understood that this could
not go beyond the Commiscion's terms of reference proper. VWithin these general
limits, the Bureau's activity should be geared to responding to reports of

"mass and flagrant violations of human rights of an urgent nature", as is rightly
pointed out in resolution 20 (XIXVI). Responding might tale the form of
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telegrams, letters or short resolutions or even decisions. In substance, the
Bureau's activities should presumably have a more limited horizon than the full
Commission's an’ have as their main objuct calling for an immediate cessation
of the violations in question, asking for more information to be gathered by the

Secretary-General and requesting the latter to use his good offices in the matter.

oS

In other words, action by the Bureau might be partly remedial, inasmuch as it
would be directly concerned with the situation, and partly preparatory, inasmuch
as it would pave the way for consideration of the question by the Commission's
full membership during the regular sessions.

ibility of emergency sessions, the Government of the
Netherlands stated that calling an emergency session of the Commission would
entail considerable costs to be borne by the regular United Nations budget,
would substantially add to the woxkload of the Human Dights Division which is
alreddy wnder great strain, and would be troublesome for lember States having

to gend delegations on short notice. On the other hand, situvatiors might

arise where human rights are reportedly being violated in such a manner and on
such a scale that an emergency session would indeed be the only cormpatible answer
by the United Wations. To balance the two considerations, one might require a
majority of the Commission's membership for convening such a meeting and
stipulate further that emergency sessions may not extend beyond five working
days. Besides, in order to forestall repeated callc for emergency sesgsions on
different situations, one might create the possibility of introducing additional
agenda items, once a session hag been convened. It would also seem advisable
to authorize the Bureau, when holding an intersessional meeting, to call for an
emergency session of the Commission. Ag on all other questions, the Bureau
should have to take such a decision by consensus, o

]

32. Turning-to the po
-
U

jab]
U - O

]

3%, As a final comment, the Government of the Netherlands suggested that after
agreement has been reached on the parameters of an enchanced role for the
Commission's Bureau and of the object and purpose of emergency sesslons, these
be cast in the form of amnex to a resolution which, following endorsement by
the Economic and Sccial Council, could then serve, as a bacis for a revision of
the Commisgion's rules of procedure, to be proposed by the Secretariat.

PANAMA

[Originals Spvanish ]
[20 August 1980]
34, The Government of Panama hag no objection to emergency meetings being held

during the Commission's sessions to consider reports of mass and flagrant
violations of ‘human rights,

PORTUGAL

[Original: English]

[2 October 1980]

35. The Portuguese Government is firmly commitied to the establishment of
effective machinery for the implementation of the human rights standards adopted
within the United Nations systen and by the various international organs and
considers that better co~ordination of procedures ig in principle desirable,

%6, The international community must consider practical steps to make existing
bodies move efficient and establish an appropriabte organizational structure.
J_p }. o
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37. The Government of Portugal considers that the Bureau of the Commission
could usefully be authorised to function as when required on an intersessional
basis in order to recelve and take acticn on reports of gross violations of
human rights. Proposals for rules to govern such intersessional activities
of the Bureau should bhe drafted.

38, The Government of Portugal also sees great interest in studying the
possibility of convening emergency sessions of the Comnission in order to
consider regponding tc reports of mass or flagrant violations of human rights
of an urgent nature. Purther consideration should be given to ways and
means of equipping the Commission on Human Rights with adequate resources so
as to enable it to deal with emergencies arising out of gross and persistent
violations of human rights.

SWEDEN

[Originalce English]

[22 October 1930]

39, The Government of Sweden has already stated on previous occasiong that it
finds it highly desirable fto establish a procedure which would make it pogsible,
between the ssssions of the Commission, tc respond adequately to serious human
rights situations of an urgent character., One way of achieving this aim would
be to give the Bureau of the Commission competence to act on behalf of the
Commission in urgent situations which arise between sessions. The Government
of Sweden would look favourable on a procedure of this kind.

40, An alternative solution would be to establish a procedure for convening
the Commission in an extraordinary session when an vrgent human rights nproblem
arises. This, however, would presumably be & lesgs effective procedure, since
there would in most cases be a great deal of reluctance tc take This measure

in view of the administrative and practical difficulties and the costs involved
in organizing such an exvraordinary session of the Commission,

41, The present inability of the Commission to deal with many urgent humsn
rights problems could partly be overcome if the Commission met twice a year
instead of only once, However, a reform of this kind would be meaningful
only if it could be ensured that the second session would not simply be a
repetition of debates which were already held during the first session. The
financial implications must also be baken into account when this reform is
compared with other proposals such as the one regarding the intersessional
activities of the Bureau.

A2, One further consideration is that not only the Commission but also the
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities
should be able to act in human rights situations of an urgent character.

As regards the Sub-Comnigsion, one might also consider the possibility of
entrusting certain intersesgional funcitions to the Bureaw or of holding
sessions more than once a year, Iloreover, it is desirable that the
Sub-Commissgion should bhe allowed to bring serious human rights situations to
the attention of the General Assembly without having to channel these matters
through the Commission and the Economic and Social Council. ’

AT
80
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TOGO
[Original: French]

[18 August 1980]
43, In the opinion of the Government of Togo, it is desirable, in the interests
I}

meens for its Dureau, or at least its secretariat, to ve informed on a continuing
basis of the most flagrant viclations of the righte which it guards and promotes
so that the protection of human rights does not suffer any interrupiion, t is
also important for the Commission to be able to verify the accuracy of such
reports sc that emergency sessiong may be organized when intolerable situations
develon.,

44. Although it lacks coercive powers, the Commission does possess the moral
authority to help United MNations bodies and, in particular, its Secretary-General

to remind national Governments of the commitments into which they have entered by
agreeing to the Charter, from which the Declaration of Human Rights is indissociable.
By making public a report whose accuracy has been verified, the Commission's DBureau .
could mobilize international public opinion, to which Governnments are always to

some. extent sensitive. The organization of emergency sessiong would have a
psychological impact by disclosing situations which shock the conscience and

should enable practical responses to be made to matters such as the proper

reception of refugees, the organization of visits to detention camps and the
distribution of relief, in conjunction with the specialized agencies of the

United Nations. The solidarity of Governnents of goodwill, which are loyal 1o

the Charter, is sxpressed through support for the initiatives of the Commission

and the organs of the United Nations, and remains the best guarantee of respect

for human rights and the rights of peoples.

UNITED KINGDCM OF GREAT BRITATN
AND NORTHERN IRELAND

[Criginal: English]

[30 October 1980]

45. The Government of the United Kingdom of (reat Britain and Northern Ireland ‘
urged that the Commissgion on Human Rights should hold two short sessions each
year, instead of one comparatively long one.

46, The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
noted that provisions already exist in Economic and Social Council

resolution 1156 (XLI) for decision by the Lconomic and Social Council to convene
a Special Session of the Commission on IHuman Rights between regular sessions,

if the need arises. This provision could be usefully supplemented by:

(a) +the provision for a nroportion of the membership of the Commission
itself to call a meeting, on the model of Specisl Sessions of the General Assembly.
In the case of the Commissicn on Human Rights this might be 15 of its members;

(b) the provision for a Special Session to be called on the initiative of
the Secretary-General in accordance with General Assembly resolution 27 (XXXVI)
when he believed that a sufficiently serious violation of human rights was taking
place.




Il

47. In judging the urgency and seriousness of the violation of human rights,
members of the Commission and the Secretary-General should be guided by the
Charter of the United Nations and the mandate of the Commission on Human
Rights, They should also teke into account relevant resolutions of
appropriate bodies, including General Assembly resolution 34/175. In the
view of the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, costs of any new activity should be balanced by econcmies elsewhere.
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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION FURNISHED BY ORGANS AND
ALGENCIES OF THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTENM

-
-

A, UNITED NATTIONS CRGANS

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL AND SECURITY . . .
’ COUNCIL AFFAIRS '

[Original: English]
[15 October 1980]

48, It has not been the practice of the bureaux of the bodies served by the
Department of Political and Security Council Affairs to hold intersessional meetings.
However, the following informabtion on the work of the Security Council and the Special
Committee against Apartheid be of interest to this subject.

49. Regarding the Security Council, under the Charter, the Security Council is well
organized to be able to function continuously. Lecordingly, the Security Council
does not have regularly scheduled periodic sessions, but meets at any time. Moreover,
the Council has a rotating Presidency, and does not have any other officers who

share the role of the President for the mcnth. The President calls meetings of the
Security Council, according to its Provigional Rules of Procedure, at the request of
any member of the Council, if a dispute or situation is brought to the attention of
the Council under Article 35 or Article 11 (3) of the Charter, if the Genersl Assembly
refers any question to it under LArticle 11 (2), or if the Secretary-General brings
any matter to its attention under Lrticle 99, The Council's primary role being the
maintenance of international peace and security, it does not deal specifically with
human rights issues per ge.

0. The Centre against Lpartheid is servicing the Special Committee against Apartheid
and the 4d Hoc Committee on the Drafting of an International Convention against
Apartheid in Sports. L question of intersessional roles performed by the bureaux

of thesc bodies has never arisen since both Committees have held their sessions year
round whenever it was necessary. The bureaux prepare tle agenda of the meetings of
the Committecs and make recommendations to them. The bureau may be authorized by

the Committee fo take decisions on some issues, in most cases on procedural matiters.

UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

[Original: BEnglish]
[7 October 1980]

51. From 1966 to 1977 the United Nations Development Programme Governing Council

held two regular sessions annually in January and June. Although two special sessions
of the Council were also held during this period, there were no intersessional
activities as such in which the bureau could play a significant role other than
consulting informally with the secretariat with respect to the organization of the

next session,

52. In June of 1977, the Council decided to hold only one regular session annually
with the proviso that special meetings could be convened intersessionally to consider,
as necessary, such matters as the approval of country and intercountry programmes and
projects as well as other urgent questions that could arise from action taken at the
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preceding session of the General jissembly. . Such special meetings were convencd in
Januvary of 1978 and 1079 to consider and approve country and lmuefOOMntry Programunes,

and in February 1980 to consider the que cgtion of preparation for the third

programming cycle, paﬁU4CU]7rly regarding the allocation of the Programme's

resources during 1982--1986, £t each of these meetings, moreover, mabters requiring

urgent action by the Council weére considered as a result of decisions adopted by the
4

General dssembly at ils preceding session.

5%, Despite this increased inter s080¢0nal activity on the part of the Council,
however, the role of the bureau remained one of informal consultant on matters of
scheduling and organization of the meetings. - The Rules of Proccdure.of the
Governing Council, in fact, do not provide for any inftersessional role for the
bureau other than enabling a specis 3l meeting of the Council to be held at the
request of the President, in consultation with the idministrator (R'7@ 2(da)). In
sum, the intersessional rcle of the Governing Council's burcau to date has been
negligible on both an informal and official basis.

uestioq of reorganizing its PUturc__
rocedures, reducing the length of itfs

54, The Council is currently considering the g
IS} i i s
tion. in this connection the possibly
1

i

he
essilong toverds streamlining it
gessions the amount of document
enhanced lntnr30351on@1 role of the burean wil
could be taken by the Council at its next sess

~
]
a

be examined and relevant decisions
ion-in Junc 1981.

UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES

[Originals English]

[17 September 1930 ]

55. The bureau of the Executive Committee of the High Commissioncer's Programmc has
no formal, active rcle between sessions beyond that which is defined by the title of
the office to which each member is elected,

Rule 10 of the Rules of Proccedure of the Executive Committee, the
sha alt the first meeting of fthe first regular sesgsion in any one year,
eleui frmm amon ihﬁ resentatives, for the whole of thal year, the following

L O
officers of tlc COﬂ ittee: Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Rapporifeur,

57. lhccording to the provisions of Rule 1, the Bxecutive Commitiee of the

High Commissioner!s Programmc shall, as a rule, hold one scgsion anmially,.in bthe
autumn, it cach session e Lomﬁ; eé shall fix the spproximate date of the

opening of its next regular session Other sessions of The Committce may be convened
by the High Commissioner if in his opinioa guch action is HQOﬂesgrv Or‘if such a
session isg requested by not less than eight Members of the COWMluU

SPECTALIZED AGENCES

for
L.
.

INTERNATIONAL LABOUR OFFICE

Original:

L

&
(30 October 1980]

58, Ag regards intersessional func of the Officers of the Internatbtional Labour

Office Governing Body, paragr aph 4 of irticle 2; provides that the functions conferred

on the Director-General by the Constitution of the Organisation being reserved, the

Cheirman “Mul] s'pbrVLuo the observance of the provisions of the Cormstitution and the
he

execution of lecislong of the Governing Body.

/x)
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59. In paragraph 5 of the same Lrticle, it 1g stated that for this purpose he
shall, during the interval between the sessions, be invested with such functions
as the Governing Body may deem fit to delegate him for the joint signature or the
vige of certain documents, for the preliminary approval of ingquirics, or for the
despatch of official represcntatives of the Office to mectings, conferences or
CONgresses.

60, As provided in paragraph 6 of the same article he shall receive from the
Director-General a weekly report informing him of the chief cvents in the work of
the Office, He shall be informed without delay by the Director-General of any
events which may require his intervention, so that he may take, within the limits
of his power, any steps which may be necessary. He will at his discretion consult
the Vice-Chalrmen upon any matber submitted to him for decigicn. Although 1t is
no longer the practice to prepare the weekly report mentioned in paragraph 6, the
Director--General keeps the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen informed of importaent
developments and consults them on important policy matters.

61. In accordance with paragraph 7 of the same article he shall examine the working
of the wvarious scrvices of the Office, and shall convoke the Progrumme, Financial
and Administrative Committee when he considers necessary.

62. Under paragraph 8 the Governing Body may delegate to its Officers the authority
to carry out its responsibilities under article 18 of the Standing Orders of the
International Labour Confercnce. Any such delegation shall be made only for one
specific session of the Conference, and relate only to proposals involving
expenditure during a financial pericd for which a budget has already been adopted.

63. The possibility of calling special meetings of the Governing Body is provided
for in Article 20 of the Standing Orders. There has not been any case in recent
years of a request which would have made the holding of such a mecting mandafory.
There have been one or two cases in which the Chairman has received suggestions
between sessions for the holding of a special sessions he decided, after
consultation of the Vice-Chairmen, not to summon such a session, by reference, in
particular, to the proximity of the next ordinary session aud the cost of a special
scesion., The last special session was convened by the Chairman in 1970, on the
basis of discussions which took place at the preceding ordinary session; the
necessary funds were made available by that ordinary session.

(a) Representations under ArtL le 24 of the 110 Constitution

64. Lt its 212th Session, March 1980, the Governing Body adopted revised standing
orders for cxamination of the representations.. 4L copy of these standing orders is
enclosed. In submitting this text to the Governing Body, the competent committee
pointed out that the main purpose of the revision was to simplify and expedite the
procedure, and that one of the changes made for this purpose was to entrust to the
Officers of the Governing Body the cxamination of the rcceivability of a
representation, instead of leaving this question to the committee set up fo examine
the substance of the issues raised. The question of receivability could thus be
decided by the Governing Body, on the report of its Officers, at the first session
at which the representation was brought before the Governing Body.

l/ See the draft minutes of the 191st session of IL0's Governing Body,
NOVsmOOf 1973, (GB.191/PV), p. II/1.

2/ Sce (B.212/14/21, paras. 38 and 39.
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(b) Complaints under Article 26 of the Congtitution

65, There are ne standing orders to govern the examinaiion of such complaints.
In practice, complaints arc brought before the Governing Body by means of o report
of its Officer: togethor with proposals by thom as to the action to be taken in

EN
n .

accordance with .rticle 26 of the [LO's Constitution.

.

(¢) Governing Body Committoe on Froodeom of Lssociation

66. Complaints of aont trade union rights ore, in the first insbtance,
brought before the Committoec on Freodom of nssociation. In ifs 193rd Repcrt, the

maittec revicwed its procodure a adc a serice of proposals for further
improvements, Those proposals were approved by the Governing Body at its

210th Scssion (Mey-Junc 1979,

67. ALs stated in the Committec's roport there are casces where there is a lapse of

7
several months between the roceipt of the government's obscorvations and the nexd

eting of the Committee at which such information or comments can be requested
from the complainants. In order to exnedite the procedure, the Committee
considers that 11t would be uscful if the Director-Genoral were To ascertain whctac
in the light of the cbscervations sent by the govermment concerned further

information or comments from the complainants were nccessary on matters relating

to the complaint and, if so, to write diwwotly to the complainants, in the name of
the Committece and without waiting for its next session, regquesting the desired

information or the comments on the fovernment!s observations by o glven date, it
being understood that the msovornment, as defendant, would have an opportunity to
reply to any new information or comments submitiod by the complianants. 1

68. As regards the rules concerning relations with governments and in order to

make the procodurce more oxpediticus. the Dircctor--General was empowered to ascertain
whether the observations of govermmoents on the subject maticr of a complaint or the
governments' roplics to requests for further information were sufficicnt to permit
the COMMliuCL to examine the complaint and, 1€ not, To write directly to the
government con orned, in the name of t.o Committee and wivl Aving for ifs

next sesgion, to inform 1t that i1 would bo degirable 1f the gv7ownmnpu were To
furnish morce precisc information on the points ralsed by the Committee or the
complainant, 2

1

69. '"Direct contacts' missions are an important aspe » Committ
+
¥)

proccdure vhereby a reprcst'ativc of the Dircctor--Gene ih@ IO - who'm"fl‘bm
an independent person or an official of the IO - is sant to the country concerned
in order to ascertain the Lfacts rolating to a casc and teo sock OOSSlblO SOldulOﬂS

to the difficuliies encountered, ai“h@? during the examination of the case or at

the stage of the action tc be ftaken on the recommendations of the Governing Body.
The Committee and the Governing Body remaln fully competont to agppraise tho
situation at the cutcome of These direct contacts. Thig procedurc can only be
ostablished at the invitation of the govermments concerncd or at least with their

consent., J/

l/ Report of the Governing Body Committec on Freedom of Asgsociation (190%h,
191st, 19214, 1931d ). International Lebour Office 0Lficial Builetin, Vol. IXII,
Mo, 1, para. 14.

2/ Ibid., para. 15.

3/ Ibid., para. 26.
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70. lLgain for the purposc of cxpediting the procedure, further improvements werc

made recently,
make wider use of
involved or wherc
information.

direct
difficulty 1

At ite Pebruary
contacts,

In addition, the

stated ibs intontion to
ions arc
1v Trecise
uOmpl" 11
‘sesglons

1977 Segsion the Committen o

partic alarly whero Ooriouq all'
ced in tﬁlilwg gufficicn
vheroe s

S QXU(*I’IL one
;

Committoc

+
i

N 1 am
decided that in cascs

of a particularly urgent or scrious nature had T

of “o Committee, the Director--General m;vy7 having received the p roval of
the Chairman of the Commitice, proposc Lo the govermment concer ho direct
contacts procedurce be cngaged with a view to placing beforce the a report
on the situation as soon as possible. Lt oits gession in T Urdaryuﬂ rch 1978 the
Governing Beody, in approving the report of its Committoe on Standing Orders and

on the Application of Conventions and Recocmmendations, stressed the importance of
direcct contacts and invited the Dircctor-Genoral, the supcervisory bodi and the

shike contacts whenover

governments

it might contribute to o bette
examination of solutions to

71. In most cascs dircet contacts

events under. consideration hav
representative in the countxy
roceived. would

competent authoritics in the
he complaint hove given riscs

freedom of association

in the compleint; *to coxplain
allcged infringoments of $reade
method which may subsegquontly

a full aprraisal of the situati
requcct and. cncourage
reply containing the observati
of this kind has becoen used in

72. The last mentioned proced:

concerned. to have roecours: o

problems., 1

appear desirable
country the concern to which the events describaed in

involvaeds
reaction, as well as any comments

the authoritics to

the procedure of dircet
i si

A
> understanding of situstions and the usceful

not takeon place until some time altor the
¢ occurrcd. 4 speedier migsion by an ILO
where complaints have been

concerned in cortain cases
£ JUO JG,CL,“ST‘M_L _LC‘ —L}l\,

for a varicty of purposcs:

to explain to thosc authoritics tho principles of

to obtain from the autheritics their Initial

and information with regard fo tho mgtters raiscd

authoritics the spocial procedure in cascs of

and in partiealar the dircet contacts

governmont in order to facilitate
and the Governing Bodys to

as possible a detailed

to the
union rights,
be requested by the
ion by the Committec
communicatbe as soon

ons of the government on thoe complaint. procedure
rocent cases. 2
urce had alroady been used in some cases; they

concerned the detention of the three principal officers of the Confederation of
Ethicpian Labour Unicng and the arrest of a la rae numboer of trade union leaders in

Tunisia f0110v1ng a goeneral st
in connecction with complaints
of régime in Bo
I'recdom of Asso
developments and

Z.vLc.
consult thon,

INTER.

73
meot in "regular' and also in
74. 'The Ass
Extracrdinary scssions of the

of the members or at Any tine

..L'l.) Ky J‘: B

60 days in accordonce with Ard

21

nara. 23.

Ibid., para.

&

bid.,

The Dircotor-Goneral may sles contact
ociation Committec

COVERNMENTAL

The Ls sumbly and the Council of the lntxr

gembly of ImCO meets in rogular scssions

B

heen used

riko, More recently, the procedure has

of viclation of

the officers of the

between sessions to inform thoem of major
as appropriate.
-

MARITIME CONSULTATIVE ORGANIZATION
English]

1980]

[Originals

[27 October

Governmental Maritime Orgenization
" osgions.

'extraordinary "

once every two yoars.

v
convened at the request of one—third

Agsembly may bo
if doemed nocessary by the Council, after a notice of
icle 14 of the Intor--Govornmental Muritimo Convention.

trade union rights following the change




75. The Convonﬁion a2lso provides that the Council

rgani zation (with one exceplion)
Council nurma1¢y meets twice o yveor but
ag often as may be
summonsg of its

of the Organ

L)
I

3\

. - -y / o Ial n
in Article ZO (¢) of the Inter-Governmental Maritime
of Procedure

Similar provisions are mode in the Rules ¢
of the Organivation,

it mey be
necegsary for the efficient discharge of its
hairman or upon reguest by

JCRL /1447
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shall perform all the functions
Agsembly is not in session. he
convened upon one month's notice
duties, upon the
r not less than Tour of its members, ag sed
Orgenization Convention,
of the principal commitiees

when the

.

INTERWATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION ORGANIZATION

[Original: English]
2

July 1980]

76. The International Uivil Aviation Organization pointed out that its Council is
virtually alwvays in sosgion, It relerzed t0 the relovant provisions of the rules

of wprocedure of its Council

77. According the provisions of vrule 19, the Council shall meel at such times
and for such periods ag it deoms necesgary for the proper discharge of its
respongibilities. The Council shall determine the dates of the opening and

termination of each session.
78. Rul '
Pregiden
consulting

e 20 provides
t, on his own i
7 the members of the Council a2

o

between two conse
i or at the requ
i th

'L 7/\
ue qftor
of the

_ : o ]
with fhﬁ approval of the majori

members ot the Council, shall call an extraocrdinary session or change t-c .ate

opening
’\/"‘ }\

which The Council hag set for the
shall result in o Council meeting bei

of th@ next gession, Ho such action
214 less than seven days! notice.

79, As get out in rule of a Council segsion is devoted primarily to
Committe meetings, the call such Council mectings as he considors

necessary.  Nc such meet €
notice without the approval O: the ma

O, 4as provided for in rule 22, the Coun
Org%nlugilow
take place clsevhere,

mlecss the Council decides that

calied on less The forty-eight hours!
Jority of the

Council,

¢il shall mect at The scegt of the
a particu si

UNESCO

81l.  As you are aware, the procedure {oll
J I
consideration of casce and questilons relal

laid down by the Bxecutive Board in decislon 3.3 adopted by

. /s . ; \
104%h scesion (iApril/June 1978). I encl
PUTPOSSS a8 may De neCessary.

82. The secrotariat of UNESCO is o: tho

By
.
it
=~
2
o
o]
i3
_5
Ul

strengthen the gctivities of & gi

emergencies, is to be oncouraged. As fa
of certein individusl
has heen referred o on S”’L
Conventions and Recommoendati
that :ision 1
contain eny spe

cucasions

In this

‘ipg the pTO

[Original: TFre nch1

'3 Do comber 19380 |

owed by UNESCO in respect of the

ting to the cxeorcise of human rights was
the Board at its
bsae the tewt of this decision for such

opinion that any measurc designed to
on on umen Riglits, particulerly in
N [

T ag UNESCO is P:J'@rﬂo” the vrgent naturce

communications relating to alloeged V*QlOUlOﬂc of human rights

in the Exccoutive Board's Commitiec on

connection, n04OVNr, it ghould bhe noted

cedure followed by the Committec does not
e urgent conglﬁ““mtlon of communications,.



file:///ipon

/hw“/

page 2C

J.

to the reguest
I can merel

UHESCO

informatio
the contents

for
ote

83, 1In reply
paragraph 5,
Constitution of

ar segsi
the C

"Mhe Bxecutl
may mect in

ve Board shall meet in regul
special sesglon 1if convoked

or upon the request of six members of the Board."
84. In the event, the Executive Board
and in 1949.
85, The Burcau of the Excoutive Boaxd “oius 2 Short

each session of the

olution (v ),

V,pbwﬂww*& of the

N2
<O

on

halrman on

1y two days)

n (usuall
ke preparations for it.

immediately bhefore e prepa
The Burecau does nct neet in the 1nﬂerval betweoen two sessions of the Beard but there
is nothing to prevent it from doing so if the Boesrd so !oclfes.

WORLD HEALTH CRGANIZ.TTOHN

the Constitution of the World He
the
v -

neithex
the World Health Assembly and of
provision
The relevant

86, Vhereas
of procedure of
intersessional meetings of the bureau,
the Organization's governing bodies.,
articles 13, 14, 1

is ma

provigions
\ .

5 and 28 (1 of the Constitution; in

(Original: English]

L
1 0Oc

-

(1 October 1950]

alth Organization nor the rules
Executive Beoard provide for
de for emergency scssions
are contained in
articles %, 5, 7 and 12 of
the

o

OL

n articles o,

the rules of procedurce cf the Health usc mbly; anc 1 8 and 10
rules of nrocedure of the Execufwvo Boaxrd

rticle 135 of the Constitution of the r1d Health Organizotion provides that
8 Lrticle 13 of the Cor tud of the World Ic h Organization provides that
lhe Health Asgembly shall meet in regular annual session and in such special
sessions as mey be necessary. Special sessions ghall be convencd at the roquest
of the Board cr of a majority of the Members,
88. As provided for in article 14 of the World Health Organizetion's Constitution,
the Health Asscembly, at each QﬂﬁUal gegalon, 8 the country or region in
which the next annual sesgion shall be held, the ihsequently fixing the place.
The Board shall determine the place whero a special session be held.
89, In accordance with article 15 of the Vorld Health Organization's Fonﬂtitution,

=l

consultation with the
annual and

the Board, after

shall determine the date of ecach spceeial 8

. \ R
In accordance with parsgraph (1) of article
of the Board snall be

90.

Constitution, the funcitions I to
)
the functions and financizl gources of

requiring irmmediate action. In tvo" tar, i1t may &
to take the necessary steps to ocno 7 e
of health relief to vicitinms of o Oa”ﬁ"*'

urgency of which has beon drawn o

the Dircctor--General.

Health LAsscwm
nbly st
. notice

of the Wor

91. The rules of procedu
convening a regular scssi

re
on of the i

Director-General not less then sixty *a g and 8
not less than thirty days before the date fived for ¥

Seeretary~CGeneral of

28 of

the United Nations,

egsion.

the World Health Organization!
takﬂ erergoncy measures Within
i deal with events

the Dirvector-General

;chorlz?
the organization
and. rescarch the

any Member or by

ﬂ_v Prov 1do

1 be sent
wmmmﬂga

he opening of
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Members and Associate Membors, to representatives of the Board and to all
participating infergovermmental and non-governmental ﬂrgaﬁluailoﬂq admitted into
relationship with the Organization invited %o be represented at the session.. The
Director-General may invite States having made agpll(ntlon for membership,
territories on whose bchalf apvlication for ass ate memborship has been made, and
States which have signed buv 00t accepted the bOﬂSUlﬁutLOn to send observers to
sesgions of tho Health Agsseunbly.

92. As provided for in rule 6 of the rules of procedure of the World Health Assembly,
the Director-General shall drew up the provisional agenda for any special session
of the Heslth Assombly and dispatch 1t together with the notice of convocation

mentioned in Tule 3,

9%, According to thoe t 2 rule 7, the provisionnl agenda for each special
gession shall include conly thogo items proposed in any regquest by a majority of

the Members and lssociate Membors of the Organization or by the Board for the holding
of the session, pursuant to rule 2, '

94. TFurther, regarding regular and special sessions, rule 8 of the rules of
procedure of the World Health Assembly provides that the Director-General shall
enter into consultation with the United Nations or the specialized agéncies on
items, proposed in conformity with these rules, relating to new activities to be
undertaken by the Organization which are of direct concern to such organization or
organizations, and shall report to the Health iAssembly on the means of achicving
co-ordinated use of the resources of the respective organlzatlons. When such
proposals are put forward during the course of a session, the Director-General shall,
after such consultation as may be possible with representatives of the United Nations
or spccialized agencies attending the scssion, draw the attention of the Health
Lssembly to the full implications of the proposal.

[

95. 1In accordance with rule 9, the Health Assembly shall satisfy itself that adequate
consultations have taken place with the organizations concerned in accordance
with rule 8 before taking achion on such new activities.

96. Rule 10 stipulates that: +tho Directrr-Gereral shall consult the United Nations
and the specialized agencics, as well as Member States on international conventions
or agrecements or internationnl regulations proposed for adoption in respect of any
provision thereof which u¢£a@ g the activities ol euch crgenization or organizations,
and. shall bring the comments of such organization or organizations to the attention
of the Health Lssembly together with the commonis received from governments.,

97. fccording to rule 11, unless the Health Assembly decides otherwise in case of
urgency, proposals for new activities to be undertaken by the Organization may be

placed upon the supplementary agendes of any session only if such proposals are received
at least six weeks before the date of the opening of the scssion, or if the proposal

is one which should be reforred to another organ of the Organizaticn for examination
with a view to deciding whether action by the Organization is desirable.

98. Ruvle 12 provides that subject to the provisions of rule 11 regarding new
activities and to the provisions of rulc 23, = supplementary item may be added to
the agenda during any session, 1f upon the report of the General Committee the
alth IS%embly so decides, provided that the request for the inclusion of the
suppiemenTary item reaches the Ofgﬁﬂlzpilon within six days from the day of the
opening of a regular session or within two days from the day of the cpening of

special session, both periods being inclusive of the opening day.
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99. As provided for in rule 13 the Director-General shall report to the Health
Lesembly on the technical, administrative and financial implications of all agenda
items submitted to the Health fss:mbly before they arc consideored by the Health
Assembly in plenary meeting. Mo proposal shall be considered in the agbsence of such
a roport unless the Health Assembly decides otherwise in the cage of urgency.

100. Lccording to the provisions of rule 6 of the rules of procedure of the
Executive Board, the Director-General shall also convene the Board at the Jjoint
request of any ften nmombers, addressed to him in wr*ting and. stating the reasons for
the request. In this case the Board shall be convened within thirty deys following
receipt of the reguest and the session shall be ﬂu;d at headquarters unless the
Dircctor-General, in consultation with the Chairman, determincs otherwise. The
agenda of such a session shall be limited to the questions having necessitated that
segsion. If cvents cocur requiring immediate action under Article 28(1) of the
Constitution the Director-- G neral may, in consultation with the Chairman, conv.ne
the Board in a sDe cial session and shall fix the date and determine the place of the
segsion,

101, Rule 8 of the rules of procedurce of the Werld Hea ,th Organization's Executive
Board states thats: the provisional agenda of each session shall be drawn up by the

Director-General in consultation with the Chairman. lt shall be dispatched with the .

notice of convocation to be sent in accordence with rule 5 or rule 6, as the case
may be.

102, Rule 10 of the rules of procedure of the Exccoubtive Board provides that except
in the case of sp801m1 sessions convened under Rule 6, the Dircctor-General may, in
consultation with the Chairman, include any question suitable for the agenda which
may arise between the dispatch of the provisional agenda and the opening day of the
session in a supplementary agenda which the Board shall examine together with the
provisional agenda.
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TII. OTHER INFORMATION RELEVANT TO THE SUBJECT

Sub-Commiggion on Prevention of Di sorlmlnatlon
and Protection of Minorifies

105, At its thiriy-third session, the Sub-Commisesion on Prevention of Discrimination
and Protection of Manf‘thS, on 12 September 1980, adopted resolution 24 (XXXIII)
entitled "Question of the violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms,
including policies of racial discrimination and segregation and of apartheid, in all
countries, with particular reference to colonial and other dependent countries and
territoriest. This resolution may be of relevance to the subject under review,

104, In the above-mentioned resgolution, the Sub-Commisalion, recalling the
provisions. of paragraphs 4 and 5 of regolution 28 (KXXVT) of the womm1851on on
Human Rights and conscious of -the needs to develop further the possibilities open to
the United Nations for dealing with situations of gross violations of human rights
of an urgent nature which may arise, UaTLlelafly in periods when neither the
Commission nor the Sub-Commission is in session decided to inform the Commission of
its readiness to assist the Commission in responding to reporis of mass and flagrant
violations of human rights of an urgent nature and, to this end, recommended that the
Commisgsion, in considering this matter, should give attention also to ways and means
by which the Sub-Commission, pavulcularlj having regard to the expert character

of its composition, can contribute to the response of the United Nations to reports
of mags and flagrant violations of humen rights of an urgent nature.

105. In the same resolution, the Sub-Commission urged the Commission to consider
approaches to the handling of emergency situations by the United Nations which
seek to complement the activities of the Commission by utilizing the possibilities of
the various Charter-based human rights organs which meet outside of the annual

geion of the Commission, such. as the General Assembly, the Security Council and
the FBconomic and Social Council, and by drawing upon the possible assistance of
gubsidiary organs such as the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities. IV recommended to the Commission on Human Rights that it
recommend the Ecornomic and Social Council to consider including a regular item on its
agenda the questicn of emergency situations of violations of human rights and
suggested also that due consideration be gziven to the various useful avenues open
to the Secretary-General in responding to reports of mass and flagrant violationg
of human rights of an urgent nature by, for example, bringing a United Nations
presence to bear on situations through the exercise of hig good offices, through
personal contacts, the use of gpeciel representatives, members of the United Nations
Secretariat, United Nations field officers, other emissaries, or through other
appropriate discreet methods.

106, The Sub-Commission alsc decided to draw the attention of the Commission to the
following ideas which may be considered in connection with possible future roles of
the Sub-Commigsion as part of the United Nations responses to urgent situations of
violationg of human rights:

(1) The Sub-Commission may be used as a forum for discussing emergency
situations or for expressing international concern thereon.
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(2) The Sub~Commission may seek appropriate channels within the United Nations
to bring a United Notions presence to bear upon situations as a matter
of urgency. Thig could be doney ‘for example, by the Sub-Commission $
drawving a situa a'on.boﬂﬁbe autentlon of  the Proqldent ‘of the General Assembly,
the President of the SecuTLUy Counci ", the Pregident of the Economic and
Social Council, the Chairman of the Commission on Human Rights, .or the
Secret aryaGenPral as appropriate, with a view to'their interceding
with the Government concerned or taking other appropriate adéilon..

(3) In particularly serious instances the Sub-Commission could draw a . ,
" giftuation dlr@cul“ to the attention of the General Assembly, which meets
shortly after the “CuolOHS of the Sub-Commission.

(4) The Sub-Commission could suggest the inclucion in the aoendu of the next
gsession of the Commigsion of an item or a subitem on a sgpecific situation
or on emergency situations.

(5) The Sub-Commission could, in situations which it considers especially
serious, designalte one of iis members 1o mike an analysis of the
informetion available on that situation and present that cvnuly ig to the - .
Commission on Human RLgnt ‘at its next session. '

(6) In situations considered by the Sub-Commission, the Sub-Commission could
be granted the competence of intercede, through’ thé.Scoretary~General,
directly with Govermments concerned if this appears necessary in order
to save lives or to prevent ifminent danger to 1life or physical
‘integrity or security.

(7) Congideration could be given to the possibility of utilizing the Burcau
of the Sub-~Commission to respond t0 emergency situations of viclations of
human rights, particulerly having regard to the expert character of the
membership of the Sub-Commission and of its Bureau. ‘



