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: • I. BTTRODUCTIOK; 

1 . The present report has been prepared in p"urs-u.ance of Copnission on Human Rights 
resolution 28 (îCCXVl) of 11 March I 9 8 O . In this connection, the Economic and 
Social Council in its resolution 1 9 7 9 / 3 6 of 1 0 May 1 9 7 9?• bad requested the Commission 
on Human Rights to prepe,re suggestions on the possibility of convening meetings of the 
Bureau of the CoiBmission in intersessional periods in exceptional circumstances. 

2. In pc?.ragraph 4 of its resolution 28 (XXXVI), the Commission requested the 
Secretary-General to seek the views of Governments on the possibility of the creation 
of an intersessional role for the Commission's Bureau and on the possible need for 
convening emiergency sessions of the Commission in order to consider responding to 
reports of mass and flagrant violations of human rights of an urgent nature, talcing 
into consideration General Assembly resolution 3 2 / 1 5 O , and to report thereon to the 
Commission a,t its thirty-seventh session. 

3 . In paragraph 5 of the same resolution, the Commassion requested the 
Secretary-General to submit to the Commission at its thirty-seventh session; 
available information on intersessional roles performed by the Eureau;c of other bodies 
in the ÏÏnited Hâtions system.; informiation on the means available, including financial 
implications 5 for the convening of intersessionel m.eetings of the Bureau as well as of 
emergency sessions of the Commission; and any other information relevant to the 
subject. 

4 . In implementation of the a,bove-mentioned resolution, the Secretar^^^-General 
addressed a, note verbale to Governm-onts, on 3 0 .bane 1980,, inviting them to forward 
to the Director of the Division of Humain Rights, by 3 I October I 9 8 O , any views they 
might x-rish to subm̂ it in accordance with paragraph 4 of Commission resolution 28 (XXXVI), 

5 . As of 1 Decemiber 1980, the Secretariat had received substantive replies from the 
following Governm,ents ; Austria,, Botswana, Bra^zil, Colombia, Cuba, France, German 
Democratic Republic, Germiany, Federal Republic of, Guatemala, Hungary, Jordan, 
Madagascar, Heth-^rlands, Pana.ma, Portugal, Sweden, Togo, and the United Kingdom, of 
Great Britain and Horthern Ireland = 

6 . The Director of the Division of Hum̂ an Pdghts addressed a letter on 3 0 June I98O 
to the Executive Heads of a, number of Departm.ents and Offices of the United Hâtions 
and specialized agencies, inviting them to forward to him by 3 I October I98O, any 
information and views which they might wish to submit in accordance with pa^ragraph 5 
of the above-mentioned resolution. 

7. As of 1 December I98O, substantive informiation or views had been received from 
the following; (a.) United Hâtions Departmaents and Offices: Department of Political 
and Security Council /iffairs, United Hâtions Developm.ent Programjue, United Hâtions 
High Commissioner for Refugees j (b) specialized a^gencies; Internavtional Da^bour 
Organisation, Inter-governmental Maritime Consiita.tive Organization, Internationai 
Civil Aviation Organization, United Hsiions Educaiional, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, worlc! Health Oi-^^anization. 

8 . The present report com.prises three chapters. Chapter I contains a summary of 
views and commients submitted by Governments on the subject. Chapter II deals with the 
inform,ation provided by organs and agencies of the United Hâtions system relating to 
the intersessional roles performed by ĉhe bureauK of main bodies. Cha>.pter III deals 
with additional information which appeals to be of relevance to the subject. 
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9. In paragraph ^{"0) of resolution 28 (]QQ(Vl) the Secretaiy-General was requested 
to submit to the Commiission at its thirty-seventh session, information on the means 
available, including financial imiplications, for the convening of inter-sessional 
meetings of the Bureau as well as of emergency sessions of the Commission. As rega^rds 
the means available, the Secretary-General xvould com;ply with, a request for 
inter-sessional meetings if given reasonable notice and if the necessary staff and 
resources are available for servicing such meetings. Financial implications have 
been provided in docum,ents S/C.ÏÏ.4/L.I525 and E/CK .4/L .I526, and as indicated on a full 
cost basis., it is estimated that one inter-sessional mioeting of the Bureau in G-eneva, 
involving five working days would involve Conference Servicing costs of $ 1 1 , 1 4 3 and 
travel costs of a,pproximately :|p6,000; one inter-sessional meeting of the Commission 
(emergency special session) in Geneva for five working days would involve conference 
servicing costs of |f;134,112 and travel costs of approximately $50,000, 
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I . SWI'iiffiY OF rmm md COH-IEÎTTS STIEMITTED BY GOVERÏIIENTS 

[Original: English] 
[ 3 1 October I 9 8 O ; 

1 0 , The Government of Austria continuously supports measures on further 
promoting human rights mechanisms.-within the United Nation's system^ particularly 
for emergency situations. Austria, therefore;, favours both the creation of an 
intersessional role -for;the Bureau of'the Commission on Human Rights as well as 
the creation of possibilities to convene effiergency sessions of the Commission 
in case of- assertions of mass and flagranxt violations of human rights. 

1 1 . - The intersessional role of • the Commission''S Bureau, in our view, should 
consist of a permanent -.readiness to- be called upon and to rapidly take the 
necessary steps.for convening, in case.of lieed, an emergency session of the 
Commission, 

1 2 . In the creation of the possibility to approach the -Commission on an ad hoc 
basis with particularly urgent and flagrant cases of violations of human rights, 
the Government of Austria sees several advantages conpared to the existing 
situation; 

. (a) First, IMITIEDIATE action on a new problem reduces, if not entirely 
eliminates, risks of protraction, or delaying'procedures. Furthermore, the 
possibility to resort at any time to an-international'FORIAM, specialized on 
human rights, prevents the possible danger that human rights violations are 
treated by fora which mainly are entrusted with political questions, a danger 
which might lead to adverse consequ.ences, 

(b) Final! y, possibility to convene emergency sessions of the Commission 
might alleviate the, woi-kload of the regular sessions of the Commission. A 
decision to convene su.ch emergency sessions as well as the establishment of 
agenda should be governed by the rules of procedure'for functional commissions. 

• BOTSVA-IA 

_ Ori ginalÎ English_ 
; I 8 Atigust 1 9 3 0 ] 

1 3 , The Government of Botswana supports the idea of the convening of emergency 
sessions of the Commission on Hu.man Rights in order to consider responding to 
reports of mass and flagrant violations of human rights of an urgent nature. 
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BEAZIL . 

[ Original : Engli sli 
;i4 August 1980; 

1 4 . As regards the possiloility of convening emergency session of the 
Commission on Human Eights and the creation of intersessional functions for 
the Commission's Bureav-, the Government of Brazil believes that it would be 
necessary to define clearly and precisely the scope of the functions attributed 
to the Bureau dtiring intersessional periods as well as the nature of the • 
decisions, that it wou.ld be allowed to take during that time:. , The creation of 
intersessional functions does not: presutppose, in fact., powers that are' • 
incoirgpàtible with the limits of the Bureau's representative role. The decisions 
with which the Bureau could be. enpowered would necessarily have a liiQited scope.. 
Indeed,, it would be u.nacceptable if during intersessional periods the Bureau 
were to assume ancle representation of the political will of the other members 
of the Commission on Htunan Rights. It is difficult to conceive which decisions 
could be taken by the Bureau, beyond expressing concern with regard to specific 
situations and, eventu.ALLY5 requesting information to be submitted to the 
Commission itself. It is also the opinion of the Government of Brazil that 
decisions taken by the Bureau. wou.ld necessarily be subject to referendtim by 
the-Co.mmission's plenary. ..; 

15.. The Government of Brazil also believes that in the case of emergency sessions, 
it would also be necessary to study the question of what functions woxild the 
Commission itself have since, in the event of urgent situations of serious 
violation of htiman rights which threaten internatioxjal peace and security, the 
United Nations is already eiigjowered with efficient mechanisms for action such 
as the convening of the Security Council and of emergency sessions of the 
General Assembly itself. 

COLOI'IBIA 

[Original: Spanish^ 
'j August I98O] 

1 6 . The Government of Colombia does not consider it necessary to create an 
intersessional role for the Bureau of the Commission on Huiman Rights or to 
convene emergency sessions of the Commission in order to consider responding 
to reports of mass and flagrant violations of human rights of an urgent nature. 
Such reports can be, considered di.iring the Commission's regular sessions. In 
view of the financial situation of the United Nations, it is necessary to ensure 
that measures which involve increased e^cpenditure are adopted only when 
absolutely essential.. • • 

' CUBA 

_Original: Sp anish _ 
[3 October 1930^ 

1 7 . The Government of Cuba is of the opinion that the Bvireau of the Commission 
on Hu,man Rights shou.ld meet, with the agreement of all elected members and with due 
regard for equitable geographical distribution, to discuss measures which may be 
required u.rgently in exceptional circumstances relating to mass and flagrant 
violations of human rights, as defined in General Assembly resolution 32/13O. 
In addition, the States members of the Commission will have to be consulted on 
the measures to be adopted with regard to the above-mentioned situations. 
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[Originals French] 
J Hovesher I9CG] 

••-16. The Government of Finance CCNGICLERO that the initiative in, convening such . 
'emergency sessions shotild be taken by iHe •Commission's Bureau, by m.ajority 
decision. It would also' be willing TO consider an arrangement whereby this 
initiative would be the prerogative of the members of the Commission themselves, 
who would also take a majority decision. • , 

1-9. nathe:c than acsig-Q a permanent intersessional role to the Com.massion's 
Biireau, France Movld favour the appointment, during cessions of the Commssion 
on iluirian Eights, of axjoerts who would be able to reiport at any ,tim.e on •sj,)ecific 
cases warranting a nee"bing of the Bureau \r±xh a \'±ev to the possible escceptional , 
convening of the Commission. These specific cases could sncorapass problem.s of 
hum.an rights raised by mass p-opula'bion movem.ents.' 

ŒHÏÏ'IAIT bmOGMTlC REFUBLIC 

[Original; English. 
[10 November I5GO] 

20. On several occasions, the Government of 'the German Democratic Republic has. 
expressed its vieŵ o on the issue "alternative approaches and ways .and ,means 
within the United Rations system for improving the effective enjoyment of 
human rights and fundamental freedoms", which the Third Committee of the 
United Rations General Assembly and the jRiman Rights Commission have been dealing 
with for years. In ,this connection, the Government of the German Democratic 
Republic has always OT3I'es3ed the coraTlex nature of thio isL.;ue. This coiirplexity 
must, in the opinion of the German Democratic Republic, also be taken into account 
in the proposals contained ,in resolution 20 (XXiCVl) adopted by the Corainission on 
Human Rights at its thirtyv-sixth session, which aim at considering the possibility 
of an intersessional role fox- the Comimission's Bureau and of convening em.ergency 
sessions of the Comjiiission, • The Govej?nment of the German Dem.ocratic Republic 
agrees to these proposals, provided the concept of C-eneral Assembly 
resolution 32/13O is taken as the underlying basio. This implies, inter alia, 
that the principle of equitable geographical distribution should be applied with 
regard TO the composition of the Bureau, that the long-term programme of the 
Commission on IluPian Rights should be revised according i;o the basic principles 
in resolution 32/130 and that emergency sessionc should be convened only in 
cases of mass and systematic violations of human rights as laid doim in. 
resolution 52/130. The Geririan Democratic Republic reserves the right to further 
elaborate" its position on this iss-ae AT" a later date. • 

FEDERA.L RJ3PUBLIC OF CMMàM 

[Original:: English] 
' [17 Hovember 1980] 

2 1 . As a miatter of. principle ; the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany 
is in favour of strengthening the role of the Comjnission on Hum.an Rights in the 
efforts to•promote-and-encourage human rights. Thus it also takes- a positive -
view of the idea of creating an intersessional"role for the Commission's Bureau 
and of convening emergeiacy. sessions- in. ,ca3,es of mass and flagrant violatioiis- of 
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human rights. A riajority of Bureau mem.bers should be required to convene a 
sjoecial Bureau ses,<3ion. In addition, in order to do justice to the exceptional 
character of these em.ergency sesrsions, the Bureau should, to begin with, meet in 
Geneva- or New York no more often than three or four times between two regular 
Commssion sessions and not any longer than five days. 

22. In accojrdance with paragraph 4 of Commission on Human Rights Resolution 28 (XXXVl) 
the Bi.ireau .should act in the manner described to consider responding to reports of 
mass and flagrant violations of human rights of an urgent nature. 

23. In preparing the next regular or special session of the Commissionj the 
Biireau action should first be directed towards establishing the facts of human 
rights violations and preparing the cases in stich a way that a report can be made 
to the next Commission plenary session, which can then take the matter under 
consideration. If necessary due to the urgent nature of a certain case, it 
should be possible to adopt recomjiiendations to the united Nations Secx'etary-General 
to the effect that he take préparatorj?-'action in order to be able to inform, the 
next jolenar;/ session of the Commission on the matter. 

GUATEimLA 

_ Original: Spanish] 
[4 November 1 9 8 0 

24. The Government of Guatsraala is in favour of the action referred to in 
Commission resolution 28 (XX]C¥l), paragraph 4 , of 11 March 1930. 

HUNGARY 

[Original: English 
Jl October I98O] 

25. The Government of Hungary does not support the idea of convening emergency 
sessions of the Couimission on Human Rights - at the initiative of the Commission 
or its Bureau - since that practice v/ould .\-un counter to the valid rules of 
procedure of the Functional Commissions of the Economic and'Social Councils 

J0RBA1Î 

[Original: English] 
[20 August 1900] 

26, The Gove:cn3.ent of Jordan approves the creation of an intersessional role 
for the Commission's Bureau ana also approves convening emiergency sessions of 
the Commission in order to consider responding to reji-jorts of mass and flagrant 
violations of humian rights of an urgent natiire. 

riAMGASCAR 

Original ; French] 
[27 November I 9 G O ] 

27. The Government of Madagascar has no objection to the proposal concerning the 
intersessiona,l role which might be assigned to the Buxeau of the Comxiission. 

28, However, the Bureau's role should be limited to convening the Commission, 
which alone xrould be empoi/ered to make any recommendation it deemed necessary. 



E/DN.4/1443 
page 9 

HETIERLAIfflS . 

[original % English] 
]26 IToverabor I9GO] 

29. . Even'though, technicaUj^j raembers oE the Comir'.ission on Human P.ights hold 
temire from Janiiary 1 till Decemher 3 1 , it is only during the annu.al" six-week 
sessions that they can make the Commission respond to urgent hu.man rights 
situations that have presented themselves during the preceding year-, • In between 
sessions, it Is largely left to the Sub-Comma s s ion and to the Geneiral Assembly 
to deal with any such situations, if they see so fit. This system of 
intermittent consideration by the Commission oj" acute human rights questions 
does not do justice to the Commission' s role as the central hiiman rights organ 
of the United Hâtions-, nor, and more important, does it warrant action where 
action is due. Rightfully, thei-eforo, the Commission itself considered the 
possibility of some form of intersessional activity on its part. 
Resolution 20 (XX}E/l) sixggests two different avenues; an enhanced role for the 
Commission's Bureau and emergency sessions. These, of course, do not exiiaust 
the -possibilities for advancing the Commission's efficacy in the cause of 
hLiman rights, neither that of the United Hâtions a s a x/hole. A.s has been 
frequently arguied by the Netherlands, the establishment of an office of 
High Commissioner for Human Rights 'vjould substantiaUj?- raise the United Nations 
capacity to deal with human rights violations effectively, more so than creating 
an intersessional role for the- Co-mmission. 

30. Despite this critical note, the Government of the Netherlands favours 
following both avenr.es suggested in resolution 28 (JEClVl) at the same time and 
submits that either one merits thoroiigh discussion in the context of the 
'overall analysis' during the thirty-seventh session. As for the Bureau, 
setting up a series of one or two-day meetings at fixed dates during the 
fifty-week intersessional period, would cii>ciimvent problem-s of px-escribing when 
and for what reason the Bureau could convene, A frequency of four such meetings 
at regular intervals woxild allow human rights su3:veillance about every two and 
a half r/ionths, while three meetings would still leave the inteicm.ediate timespan 
no longer than three m.onths. It is conceded that the proposed form.at would 
iiîçose a considerable burden on the five heads of delegation who, as a rule, 
form the Bureau, Since it right be difficult for all of them to attend all 
of the intersessional m.eetings, one could allow for alternates being sent in 
their stead, it being understood that the Chairman could not be so suibstituted. 
However, since m.emberGhip of the Coinmission is closelj^ linked xrith the delegate 
representing the State concerned, m.embe.rs of the Bureau should make it a point 
to appear in person whonevor circumstances GO permit, Eurthermore, the presence 
of four members of the Bureau (or alternates) would seem, a suitable quorum., or, 
alternatively, three members including the Chairman, As Member States would 
have the option of sending alteniates, it wou-ld not seem approp:ciate to permit 
the absence of only one chief delegate preventing the Bu.reau from meeting at 
all, even more so as some members of the Bureati a.ay have to travel long distances, 
assuming that Geneva T,'rou.ld be the place of venue, 

3 1 . As for the Bureaxi's intersessional mandate, it is understood that this could 
not go beyond the Commission's terms of reference proper, l/ithin these general 
lim.its; the Bureau's activity should be geared to responding to î eports of 
"mass and flagrant violations of human rights of an urgent nature", as is rightly 
pointed out in resolu-tion 28 (iGGCVl), Responding might take the form, of 

http://avenr.es
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telegrams, letters or short resolutions or even decisions* In substance, the 
Bureau's activities should presumably have a more limited horizon than the full 
Gom3"aission's and have as their main object calling for an iimnediate cessation 
of the violations in cpaestion, asking for more information to be gathered by the 
Secretary-General and requesting the latter to use his good offices in the matter. 
In other words, action by the Bureau might be partly rem-edial, inasmuch as it 
wouJd be directly concerned with the situation, and partly preparatory, inasmuch 
as it wou.ld pave the way for consideration of the qu.estion by the Commission's 
full membership during the regular sessions. 

32. 'Tujmijag'to the possibility of em̂ eî gencĵ  sessions, the Government of the 
iletherlands stated that calling an em.ergency session of the Commission xrould 
entail considerable costs to be borne by' the regular United Hâtions budget, 
would substantially add to the workload of the Human Pdghts Division wiaich is 
already under great strain, and would be troLibleoome for Member States having 
to send delegations on short notice. On the other hand, situations might 
arise where human rights are reportedly being violated in ou.ch a manner and on 
such a scale that an emergency session would indeed be the only coiipatible answei-
by the United Hâtions. To balance the two considerations, one might require a 
majority of the Commission's membership for convening such a meeting and 
stiiDulate further that emxergency sessions may not extend beyond five working 
days. Besides, in order to forestall repeated calls for emergency sessions on 
different situ.ations, one might create the possibility of introducing additional . 
agenda items, once a session has been convened. It would also seem advisable 
to authorize the Biireau, when holding an intersessional meeting, to call for an 
emergency session of the Commission. As on all other questions, the Bureau, 
should have to take such a decision by consenstis. 

33' As a final comment, the Government of the Netherlands suggested that after 
agreement has been reached on the parameters of an enchanced role for the 
Commission's Biireau and of the object and pu.ipose'of emergency sessions, these 
be cast in the form, of annex to a resolution which, following endorsement by 
the Economic and Social Council, could tnen serve, as a basis for a revision of 
the Commission's rules of procedure, to be pro]30sed by the Secretariat. 

PAHIAMA 

[Origina1; Sp ani sh] 
[20 August I98O; 

34. The Governm.ent of Panam-a has no objection to emergency m.eetings being' held 
dtiring the Commission's sessions to consider reports of mass and flagrant 
violations of -huonan rights. 

PORTUGAL 

[Original: English_ 
[2 October 1980^ 

35» The Portuguese Government is .firmly com.mitted to the establishment of 
effective machinery for the iiiplementation of the human rights standards adopted 
within the United Nations system and by the-variou.s international organs and 
considers that better co-ordination of procedures is in principle desirable, 

36. The international comimmity must consider practical steps to make existing 
bodies more efficient and establish an appropriate organizational structure. 
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37» The Government of Portugal considers that the Bureau of the Commission 
could usefully he authorised to fuinction as when required on an intersessional 
basis in order to receive and take action on reports of gross violations of 
hum_an rights. Proposals for ru.les to govern such intersessional activities 
of the Bureau should be drafted. 

38. The Government of Portugal also sees great inter'est in studying the 
possibility of convening emergency sessions of the Commission in order to 
consid.er responding to reports of m.ass or flagrant \m,olations of human rights 
of an urgent nature. Further consideration shoiild be given to ways and 
means of equipping the Commission on Human Rights with adequate resources so 
as to enable it to deal with emergencies arising out of gross and persistent 
violations of human rights. 

Ŝ JEDEH 

[Originals English] 
[22 October 1980] 

39» The Government of Sweden has already stated on previous occasions that it 
finds it highly desir-able to establish a procedui-e which would make it possible, 
between the-sessions of the Com-màssion, to respond adequately to seriou.s human 
rights situations of an urgent character. One way of achieving this aim. would 
be to give the Bureau, of the Commission competence to act on behalf of the 
Commission in urgent situations which arise between sessions. The Government 
of Sxfeden would look favourable on a procedure of this kind. 

40. An alternative solution would be to establish a procedure for convening 
the Commission in an extraordinaary session when an urgent human rights nroblemi 
arises. This, however, would presum.ably be a less effective procedure, since 
there would in most cases be a great deal of reluctance to take this m-easure 
in view of the admini;-jtrative and practical difficulties and the costs involved 
in organizing such an extraordinary session of the Commission. 

4 1 . The present inability of the Commission to deal with many urgent human 
rights problems couid pai-tly be overcome if the Commission m_et twice a year 
instead of only once. However, a reform of this kind vjould be meaningfiil 
only if it could be ensured that the second session would not siiiply be a 
repetition of debates which were alrceady held ôuiring the first session. The 
financial implications must also be taken into account when this reform is 
compared with other proposals such as the one regarding the intersessional 
activities of the Bureau, 

42. One further consideration is that not only the Commission but also the 
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities 
should be able to act in human rights situations of an urgent character. 
As regards the Sub-Cominission, one might also consider the possibility of 
entrusting certain intersessional functions to the Bureau or of holding 
sessions m.ore than once a year. Moreover, it is desirable that the 
Sub-Commission shou.ld be allowed to bring serious hum,an rights situations to 
the attention, of the General Assembly without having to channel these matters 
through the Commission and the Economic and Social Cou.ncil. 
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TOGO 

_OriginalJ French] 
[ l 8 August 1980] 

43- In the opinion of the C-overnment of TogO; it is desirable, in the interests 
of the effectiveness of the Commission on Human Rights, that there should be some 
means for- its Bureau, or at least its secretariat, to be inform.ed on a continuing 
basis of the most flagrant violations of the rights which it guards and promotes 
so that the protection of human rights does not suffer any interri-iption. It is 
also important for the Commission to be able to verify the accuiracy of such 
reports so that em.ergency sessions may be organized when intolerable situations 
develop. 

44. Although it lacks coercive power's, the Commiission does possess the moral 
authority to help United Rations bodies and, in particular, its Secretary-General 
to rem-ind national Governments of the commitments into which they have entered by 
agreeing to the Charter, from which the Declaration of Human Rights is indissociable, 
By making pu.blic a report whose accuracy has been verified, the Commission's Bureau 
could mobilize intei^national public opinion, to which Governments are always to 
some extent sensitive. The organization of emergency sessions would, have a 
psychological•impact by disclosing situations which shock the conscience and ^ • 
should enable .practical responses to be made to matters such as the proper 
reception of refu.gees, the organization of visits to detention camps and the 
distribution of relief, in conjunction with the specialized agencies of the 
United Nations. The solidarity of Governments of goodw-ill, which are loyal to 
the Charter, is expressed through support for the initiatives of the Commission 
and the Organs of the United Nations, and. remains the best guarantee of i^espect 
for human rights and the rights of peoples, 

UNITED KINGDOM OP GREAT BRITAIN 
AHD NORTHER.N IRELAND 

[Original: English] 
3 0 October 1980] 

45 . 'Hie Government of the United Kingdom, of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
urged that the Commission on Hum.an Rights should hold two short sessions each 
year, instead of one conKiaratix'ely long,one. 

46. The Government of the United Kingdomi of Great Britain and Northern Ireland 
noted that provisions already exist in Economic and Social Council 
resolution I I 5 6 (XLl) for decision by the Economic and Social Council to convene 
a Special Session of the Commission on .Human Rights between regular sessions, 
if the need arises. This provision couJd be usefuJly supplemented by: 

(a) the provision for a proportion of the membership of t.he Commission 
itself to call a meeting, on the m.odel of Special Sessions of the G-enei-al Assembly. 
In the case of the Commission on Human Rights this might be 15 of its members^ 

(b) the provision for a Special Session to be called on the initiative of 
the Secretary-General in accordance with fJeneral Assembly resolution 2 7 (XKCVl) 
when he believed that a sufficiently serious violation of human rights was taking 
place. 
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47 . In judging the urgency and seriousness of the violation of human rights, 
members of the Commission and the Secretary-General should be guided by the 
Charter of the United Nations and the mandate of the Commission on Human 
Eights, They should also take into account relevant resolutions of 
appropriate bodies, including General Assem.bly resolution 34/175. In the 
view of the Govermnent of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, costs of any new activity should be balanced by economies elsewhere. 
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II. SIMM/JiY OF IHFOEjyL'iTIOSr FIMIUSHED BY ORGANS AHD 
AGENCIES OF THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM 

A. UNIIED NATIONS ORGANS 

DEP/4̂ .TME1OT OP POLITICAL AND SECURITY • 
COUNCIL ilFPAIRS , 

_Original s English_ 
[15 October I98O] 

48. It has not been the practice of the bureaux of the bodies served, by the 
Department of Political and Security Council Affairs to hold, intersessional meetings. 
However, the following information on the work of the Security Council and. the Special 
Committee against Apartheid, be of interest to this subject. 

49• Eegard.ing the Security Council, und.er the Charter, the Security Council is well 
organized, to be able to function continuously. AGCorâ.ingly, the Security Council 
d.oes not have regularly scheduled. period.ic sessions, but meets at any time. Moreover, 
the Council has a rotating Presid.ency, and does not have any other officers who 
share the role of the Presid.ent for the month. The President calls meetings of the 
Security Council, according to its Provisional Rules of Proced.uj:e, at the request of 
any member of the Council, if a dispute or situation is brought to the attention of 
the Council under Article 35 or /jticlo 1 1 (5) of the Charter, if the Gênerai Assembly 
refers any question to it under Article 1 1 ( 2 ) , or if the Secretary-General brings 
any matter to its attention under ilrticle 99» The Council's primary role being the 
maintenance of internationaJ peace and. security, it does not deal specifically with 
human rights issues per se. 

50. The Centre against Apartheid, is servicing the Special Committee against Apartheid. 
and. the Ad. Hoc Committee on the Drafting of an International Convention against 
Apartheid in Si^orts. A question of intersessional roles performed, by the bureaux 
of these bod.ies has nover arisen since both Com.mittees have held, their sessions year 
round, whenever it x?as necessary. The bureaux prepare tl-e a.gend.a of the meetings of 
the Committees and. make recommendations to them. The bureau may be authorized, by 
the Committee to take decisions on some issues, in most cases on proced.ural .matters. 

Xmi'SED NATIONS DETOLOP]>rENT PR0GR4J4lvE 

[Original s Engli sh] 
[7 October I98O] 

5 1 . From 1966 to I977 the United. Nations Development PrograJHme Governing Council 
held tv/o regular sessions annually in January and June. Although two special sessions 
of the Council were also held, during tiiis period., there were no intersessional 
activities as such in xfhich the bureau could pla;̂'- a significant role other than 
consulting informally with the secretariat with respect to the orgcinization of the 
next session. 

52. In June of 1977? the Council d.ecided. to hold only one regular session annually 
with the proviso that special meetings could, be convened, intersessionaily to consid.er, 
as necessary, such matters as the approval of country and. intercountry programmes and. 
projects as well as other urgent questions that could, arise from action taken at the 
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preceding session of the General Assembly., .. Such special meetings were , convened, in 
January 'of 1978 and, 1979 to oonsid,cr mo approve country and, intoroountry programmes, 
ajid, in February I98O to .consid.er the q,uestio,n of preparation for the third, 
programming cycle, particularly regaj'd,ing the aJlocation of tho Programm.e's 
resources d,uring 1982--1986. At each of these meetings, moreover, matters requiring 
urgent action by tho Council were co-nsid,ered, as a result of decisions adopted by the 
General Assembly a.t its precod,ing session. 

53. Despite this increased, intersessional a,ctivity on, the pa.rt of the Council, 
however, the role of the bureau reraaineâ one of informal consultant on matters of 
scheduling and. organization of the meetings. -The .Eules of Procod,ure . of tho 
Governing Council, in fa„ct, do not provid,e for any intersessiona.l role for the 
bureau other than enabling a special meeting of the Council to bo held, at the 
request of the Presiâ.6NT, in consultation with the Administrator (Rule 2(d)). In 
sum, the intersessional role, of the Governing Cou,ncil's bureau to d,ate has been 
negligible on both an informal and official basis. 

54. The Council is currently consid,ering the question of reorganizing its future, 
sessions with a view towards streamlining its procedures, reducing the length of its 
sessions aaad. limiting tho amiount of docuxaentation. In thi.s connection the possibly 
enhanced intersessional role of the bureau will be examined and. relevant decisions 
could, be taJcen by the Council at its next session in Juno 1 9 8 I . 

MIÎED IRITIONS HIGH COmiSSIOJ\IER EOR l^EUGEES 

- Original 5 English] 
' 17 Septomber I98O] 

5 5 » . The bureau of the Executive Committee of the High Commissioner's Programxno has 
no forma.1, active role between sessions beyond, that which is d.ofined. by the title of • 
the office to wMch ea.ch member is elected.. 

56, Accord.ing t'G Rule. 10 of the Rules of Procedure of the Executive Committee, the 
Committee, shaHl, at the first meeting of .tlie first j?egulaj session in any o.ne yeaa", 
elect from among the representatives, for the whole of that year,. - the following 
officers of the Commiittce: Chaiiman, Vice-Chairman and Rapporteur, 

5 7 » According to the provisions of Rule 1 , the Executive Committee of the 
High Commissioner' s Programmic shall, as a .rule, hold, .one se,,ssi.o:n ..annua,.l,ly.,.,in the 
autumn. At each session the Committee sha,ll fix the approximate d.ate of the 
opening of its' next regular session. Other sessions of the Committee may be convened. 
by the High Commissioner if in his opinion such action is necessary or "if such a 
session is requested by not less than eight Members of the Couanittee, 

B, SPECIALIZED AGENCES 

• IHPERHATIONAl LABOHR OFFICE : 

[OriginaJî English] 
[30 Octobor I98O] 

58. As rcge,rd.s in-fcorsossional functions of the Officer-s of the Intoinational L'a.bour"""""' 
Office Gover-ning Bod.y, para„grn,ph 4 of IJI'ticlo 2^ pi'-ovid.es tha.t the functions conferred, 
on the 'Director-General by the Constitution 'of. the Organisation, being reserved, the 
Ghairmajn shall supervise fhe observance of the provisions of the Con"sti-Gution a„nd. "the 
execution of the d.ecisions of tho Goverrdng Body, 
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1/'' See the draft minutes of the 1 9 1 s t session of ILO's Governing Body, 
November 1973, ( G B , . 1 9 1 / P V) , p. Il/l. 

2/ See GB.212/14/21, paras. 38 and 39-

5 9 - In paragraph 5 of the same Article, it is stated, that for this purpose he 
sh3.ll, during the interval between the sessions, be invested, with such functions 
as the Governing Bod.y may d.eom fit to delegate him for the joint signature or the 
visa of certain d.ocuments, for the preliminary approval of inquiries, or for the 
d.espatch of official representatives of the Office to meetings, conferences or 
congresses. 

60. As provided, in paragra.ph 6 of the same axticle he shall receive from the 
Director-General a weekly report informing him of the chief events in the work of 
the Office. He shall be informed, without d.elay by the Director-Genera.1 of any 
events which may require M s intervention, so that he may talce, within the limits 
of his power, any steps wbhch may be necessary. He will a.t his d.iscretion consult 
the Vice-Chairmen upon any master submitted, to him, for d.ecision,. Although it is 
no longer the practice to préparée the weekly report mentioned, in paragraph 6, the 
Director--General keeps the Chairman axiô. Vice-Chairmen informed, of important 
d.evelopments and. consults thorn on important policy matters.. 

6 1 . In accordance with pa.ragraph 7 of the same article he shall examine the working 
of the Various services of the Office, and. shall convoke the Programme, Financial 
and. Administrative Comm.ittee when ho considers necessary-

62. Und.er paragraph 8 the Governing Body may d.elegate to its Officers the authority 
to carry out its responsibilities under article 18 of the Standing Ord.ers of the 
Interna,tionaH Labour ConferGnco. Any such d.elogaiion shall be m.a.d.e only for one 
specific session of the Conference, and relate only to proposals involving 
expenditure d.u.ring a financial period, for wMch a bud.get has already been ad.opted.. 

63. The possibility of calling special meetings of the Governing Bod.y is provided, 
for in /irticle 20 of the Standing Ord.ers. There has not been any case in recent 
years of a request which would have made the hold.ing of such a meeting mand.atory. 
There have been one or two cases in which the Chairman has received suggestions 
between sessions for the holding of a special session," he decided., after 
consultation of the Vice-Chairmen, not to summon such a session, by reference, in 
particular, to th;5 proximity of the next ord.inary session aâid. the cost of a special 
sessio^T. The la.st special session was convened, by the Chairman in 1970? on the 
ba.sis of discussions wliich took plaice at the preceding ordinary sessioni the 
necessary fund.s were mad.e avaJ-lable by that ordinary session. 

(a) Representations und.er Article 24 of the ILO Constitution 

64. At its 212th Session, March I98O, the Governing Bod.y adopted, revised. stand.ing 
orders for oxaminaiion of the representations. . A copy of these standing ord.ers is 
enclosed.. In submitting this text to the Governing Body, the competent commHttee 
pointed, out thai the main purpose of the revision was to simplify and. expedite the 
procedure, and. thai one of the changes mai.e for this purpose wa.s to entrust to the 
Officers of the Governing Body the examination of the receivability of a 
representation, instea.d. of leaving this question to the committee set up to examine 
the substance of the issues raised.. Tho question of receivability could, thus be 
d.ecid.ed. by the Governing Body, on the report of its Officers, at the first session 
at which the representation was brought before the Governing Bod.y. 2/ 
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(b) Coïïiplgj-nts und.er Articlo 26 of the Constitution 

65. Tharo .are no standing ord.ers to govern the examination of such com.plaints. 
In practicG, complaints are brought before the Governing Body by meatts of a report 
of its Officers togothor with proposals by thom as to tho action to be taken in 
accord.A,ncc v.'ith ....rticlo 26 O F t.ho ILO' s Constitution. 

(c) Governing Bod.y Comaii.:toe ON Irood.OM OF Association 

66. Comploànts O F infr.ingemronts OF tra.d.O union rights 0x0, in the first instance, 
brought before the Coramittoû on Freedom of ..association. In its l^Jrd Report, the 
Committee reviewed, its procedure and. msid.Q a series of proposals for further 
improvements. Those proposals were approved, by tho,Governing Body at its 
210th Session (MAJR-Juno 1 9 7 9 ) . 

67. As stated, in tho Committee's report there arc cases where there is a lapse of 
several months botwoon the receipt of the gov eminent' s observations and tho next 
miGoting of the Committee at wiiich such information or comjnents can bo requested, 
from the complainants. I N ore.er to expcd.ite tho procédure, the Commiittee 
considers that it would, be useful if tho Director-Gonoral wore to ascertain whether 
in the light O F the observations sent by tho government concerned further 
information or comments from tho complainants were necessary on matters relating 
to the com.plaànt and,, if S O , t-o write diii-ectly to the complainants, in tho name 0 1 
the Committee and. without waiting for its next session, requesting tho d.esired. 
information or tho comments on the government'S observations by a given date, it 
being understood, that the govor.NM.cnt, as dofend.ant, would havo AN opportunity to 
reply to any new information or comments submitted by the complianants. l/ 

68. A S regards the rules concerning relations with govommonts and. in order to 
majco the procod.uro more expod.iticns, tho Riroctor-Goneral was omipowe.i-ed. to A.scertaàn 
whether the observations of govornments on the subject matter of a complaint or the 
governments' replies to requests for further information were sufficient to permit 
the Committoo to examine the complaint and, if not, to write directly to the 
government con ernod, in tho name of t.„„E Committee and. without waiting for its 
next session, to inform it that it would be desirable if tho government were to 
furnish more precise information on tho points raised by the Committee or the 
complainant. 2/ 

69. "Direct contacts" missions are AN important aspect of tho Committee's 
procedure whereby a reprcsentativc of tho Director-General of the I L O - who•can be 
an independent person OR AN official of the ILO •- is sent to tho country • concerned, 
in ord.er to ascertain tlio facts relating to a case and. to seek possible solutions 
to the difficulties encountered, either d.uring the examination of the case or at 
the stâ go O F tho action to be taken ON the recommendations OF the Governing Bod.y. 
The Committoo and. the Governing Bod.y remain fully competent to appraise the 
situation A„t tho out-COMIE of those direct contacts. This procod.uro can only be 
established at the invitation O F tho governments concerned, or at least with their 
consent. 3,/ 

1/ Report of the Governing Body Com.m_ittee on Froed.om of Association ( l90th , 
1 9 1 s t , 192nd, 1 9 3 r d ) . International Labour Office Official Bulletin, Vol. LXII, 
1979, Series B. .No.' 1, para. 1 4 , ~ • 

_2/ Ibid.,, para. 15• 

3/ Ibid.., para. 26, , , 
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1/ 'Ibid.., para,. 27. 

2/ Ibid.., para. 23. 

70. Again f o r tho purpose of expediting ,tho procedure, further improvements ivero 
mad.c rocontly. At its Eobruary 1977 Session tho Committoo stated, its intention to 
make wider'uso of direct contacts, particularly where serious allegations are 
involved, or where difficulty is oxperionced. in obtaining sufficiently precise 
information. In addition, tho Committoo d.ecidod, that, in cases where a complaint 
of a particularly urgent or serious nature had boon presented bctwoon two sessions 
of tho Committoo, tho Director-General may, having received tho prior approval 0 1 
the Chairman of the Committee, propose, .to tho govornjaent concerned, that tho direct 
contacts procedure bo engaged, with a view to placing before the Committee a report 
on the situation as soon as possible. At its session in Eobruary-EIarch 1978 the 
Governing Bod.y, in approving the report o f its CoraiTiittoe on Stand,ing Ord.ors and. 
on the Application of Conventions and. Rocommcndations, stressed, tho importance of 
d.irect contacts and. invited, the Director-General, the supervisory bodies e.nd. the 
govorniTients concerned, to ha.vo recourse' to the procod.ure ox d,ircct conta.cts whenever 
it might contribute to a bettor unâ.orstanâing of situations and. the useful 
examination of solutions to problems, 1/ 

7 1 . In most cases direct contacts ha.vc net taken pla.cc until some timo after the 
events und.cr. consid.cra„tion have occurred, A speed,icr mission by a.n ILO 
representa.tive in tho country concorned. in certain cases where complaints ha.ve been 
received, would. a,ppear desira.ble f o r a variety of lourposos; to trans.nrLt to tho 
competent authorities in the country the concern to which the events described in 
the complaint have given rise5 to explain to thoso axithorities the principles of 
freed.om of association involvod| to obtain from the authorities thoii" initia.l 
reaction, as well as ajxy comments and. informia.tion with regaled, to tho ma.tters raised, 
in the compla.int5 to explain to the a.uthoritios tho speciaJ procod.ure in cases of 
aJ.lcgGd infx-ingements of ti-a:,d.o union rights, and in p.articular tho direct conta.cts 
m.ethod. x^hich may subsequently bo i-oquested. by the government in oi-d.cr to facilitate 
a full appraisal of tho situa.tien by tho Coîmaittee aand, the Governing Bod.y| to 
request and, encourage tho authorities to comimxinicâ to as soon a.s possible a. d,eta,iled. 
reply containing the observations of the government on the complaint, A procod.ure 
of this kind, has 'boon usad, in recent cases. 2/ 

7 2 . The last mentioned, procod.ure had. alrectd.y been used in som ô cases s they 
concerned, the detention of the three principal officers of tho Confod.oration of 
Ethiopian La,bour Unions and. tho ari-*ost of a la.rgo number of trad.c union leaders in 
Tunisia following a general strike, More recently, the procodxiro has boon used. 
in connection with co.miplcii.nts of violation of trad.e union r-ights following the change 
of regime in Bolivia, The Directox'-Goncral may a.lBo contact the officers of the 
Ereed.om of Associa.tion Committoo between sessions to infona thorn of major 
d.evelopments a.nd. consult them, as a4)propria.to. 

• 
lîTTER-GOVERîMSM'AL MARITIME COHS'ULTATIVE QRGAMZATIOR 

[Oi-iginaJs English] 
[27 October I98O] 

73 . The Assembly and. the Council of tho Inter-Govornmontal Maritime OrgEinization 
meet in "regular" and also in "extraordinary" sessions. 

74-. The Assom,bly of IMCO moots in rogulaa' sessions onco every tv.'o years. 
Extraordinary sessions of tho Assembly may bo convened at the request of one-third, 
of the members or â t any'time if d.oomod.-noccssavry by the Council, a.fter a, notice of 
60 days in accord.axico vith Article 14 of the Intor-Govornmontal Maritime Convention. 
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7 5 . The Convention also provides thai the Council shall perform all tho functions 
of the Organization (with one exception), when the Assembly is not in session. The 
Council normally m.eets twice a year but it .rn.ay be convenod. upon one month' s notice 
as often a.s may be necessary for the efficient discharge of its d.uties, upon the 
.suimions of its Chairmaja or \ipon reqtiest ]iy not less than .fcur of its members, as sot 
in Article 20 (c) of tho Inter-Governmental Maritime Oj?ganization Convention. 
Similar provisions arc TÏIOJIB in the Rules of Procod.uro of the iprincipal committees 
of the Organi'..:'a.tion. 

INTEîRHATIOlîAL CIVIL AVIATION 0RGANIZATI01Î 

[OriginaJ: English] 
[28 July 1980] 

7 6 . The InternaitonaJ, Civil Aviation Organisation pointed, out tliat its Council is 
virtua.lly always in session. It referred, to the relevant provisions of t'he rules 
of proced.ure of its Council. 

77 . Accord-ing to the provisions of rule I 9 , the Council shail moot at such timies 
and. for sv.ch poriod.s as it deems .necessany for the icnoper d.ischa.rge of its 
responsibilities. Tho Goi.ncil shall determine the dates of the opening and. 
termination of each session. 

78. Rule 20 provides Lhat between t-,./o consecutive sessions of the Council, the 
Presid.ent, on his own initiative or at the request, of a contracting State, attor 
consulting the miem.bers of the Council a.nd. with the a.pprova,! of tho ma.jority of the 
mem.bers of the Council, shall call an cxtraord.ina,ry session or change the d.ate 
v/hich the Council has set for the opening of the ne.xt session. No such action 
shall result in a Goinacil mooting behng held, on less than seven d.ays' notice. 

79- As sot out in rule 21, if a part̂  of a„ Council session is d.evotod primantly to 
Committe • meetings, the Presid.ent mas-" call such Cou.ncil misotings as he consid.ers 
necessary. No such meetings shall bo catlod. on less tha,,:" forty-eight hours' 
notice without the approval of ttio majority of the Council, 

80. ns provided, for in rule 22, the Council shatl meet at tho scat of tho 
Organization unless the Council d.ocid.os tha,;t a panticular session or m.eoting shall 
taho p)lano elsewhere. 

UNESCO 

[Original; , French] 
[3 p.- comber 193O] 

81. As you ra'O aware, the Tirocedure followed, by UNESCO in respect of the 
consid.eration of cases and, questions relating to tho exorcise of human rights was 
laid. d,own by the Executive Boand in d,ccisio.n 3.3 atopted by the Board, aot its 
104th session (April/June 1 9 7 3 ) . I enclose the text of this d.ecision for such 
purposes a.s may bo nocessany. 

82. The secretaniat of IRSSCO is of the opinion that a.ny moasuro d.esignod. to 
strengthen ttie activities of the Commission on Humicn Rights, panticul-arly in 
omergencies, is to be encouraged,. As far a.s UI-JESCO is concerned., the urgent natunc 
of certain ind.ividual commun!eations relating to allogod. violations of Iruman rights 
has been referred, to on several ô .̂ casions in the Executive Board,'s Commi Heo on 
Conventions and Rocommond.ctions. In this connecticn, however,- it should, bo noted, 
that d.ecision IO4 SX/5,3 defining the procedure followed, by the CoBimittec does not 
contain any specific provision rogard.ing the urgent considoration of communications. 

file:///ipon


page 20 

6 3 . In reply to the request for information containec!. in resolution 26 (XiDf/Ij, 
paragraph 3> I can merely quote the com-ents of article ¥, paragraph 8, of the 
Constitution • of 'OlISSCO ; 

"The Execeiti\'e Board, shall mioet in rog'ala.r session a,t least twice a year aaid. 
may meet in special session if convoked oy the ChairmaJT on his own initiative 
or upon the request of six members of the Board.." 

84. In the event, the Executive Board, has hold, only two special sessions, in 194-8 
and, in 1949. 

8 5 . The Bureau of the Executive Board, holds a short session (usually two d.ays) 
immed,iatGly before each session of the Board, in ord.er to malco preparations for it. 
The Bureau d.oes not meet in the interval bGtwoe.n two sessions ox the Board, but thox-o 
is nothing to prevent it from d.oing so if the Board, so decid,es. 

WOEIB HEALTH ORGANIZATIOH 

[OriginaJ-S English] 
[1 October 1930] 

86. V/hereas neither the Constitution of the World, Health Organization nor the rules 
of proced,ure ox the World Health Assembly and, of tho Executive Boa.rd, provide for 
intersessional meetings of thj.e bureaju, pi-ovision is mad,e foi" emergency sessions of 
the Organization's governing bodies. The relevauit px-ovisions are contained, in 
articles 13 , 14, 15 and. 28 (i) of the Constitution^ in articles 3j 85 7 and. 12 of 
the rules of procod.ure of tho. HeaJth Assemblj^j and in ax'ticlos ô, 8 ojiô. 10 of the 
rules of procedure of the Executive Boâ rd., 

87. î rticlo 13 of the Constitution of the V/orld. Health Organization provid.es that 
the Health Assembly shaHl meet in regular aamual session a.nd. in such special 
sessions ais may be necessary. . Speci.aJ sessions sheHl be convened, at the request 
of the Board, ox- of a majoi'ity of the Members, 

88. As provided, for in article I 4 of tho World, Health Organization's Ceixstitutxon, 
the Health Assembly, at each ajanuaJ. session, shall select tho country or x-egion in 
which the, next annual session shall, be held., the Bo,a,rd, subsequerHxly fixing the place. 
Tho Board, shall d.otex-mHn& tho pla.ce vjhero a special session bo hold,, 

89. In accord,.a.nco vlih article I5 of the World, HeaJth Organization's Constitution, 
the Boa.rd,, after consultation with tho Sccretax''y-Ge,ner.al of the United, Ha.tions, 
shall d.etormino the d,ato of each annuaJ and speciaH session. 

90. In accordance with paragx^aph (],) of article 28 of the World Health Organization's 
Constitution, the functions of the. Board, shall be to take emergency measures within 
the fu.nctio.ns aaid finaoicial i-osoux-ces of the Orgajxizaition to d.cal with events 
requiring immiediate action. In pai'ticula^r, it xp.ej auithorize the Birector-GcneraH 
to take the necessary stops to conibat epid.emios, i;o participate in the organization 
of health relief to victims of a ca.laaxiity â nd. to und.ortal-r.e stud.ios and. x-esearch the 
urgency of wirLch has "boon drawn to the attention ox tho Board, by any Hombor or by 
the Biï'ector-GenGx''al. 

9 1 . The rules of procedure of the World. Health Assembly provide that notices 
convening a regular session of the Health Assembly shall be sent by tho 
Birector-GeneraH not loss thaji sixty days axxd. notices convening a special session 
not loss than tlHrty d.anys before the date fixed, for tho opening ox tho session, to 
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Members 3„nd Associate Members, t o representatives of the Board, and, to all 
poxticipating intergovernmiental and non-govornmontal organizations admitted into 
relationship -with the Organization invited to be represented, at the session.- The 
Director-General may invite Staces having made a.pplication for membership, 
territories on vhjse behalf application for associate membership has been mad.e, and. 
States which have signed OUB not accepted, the Constitution to send observers to 
sessions of tho Health Asstnnbly, 

92. As provid,ed for in rule 6 of tho rules of P3?oced,ure of the World, Health Assembly, 
the Director-General shall d,:raw up tho provisional agenda for any special session 
of the Health Assembly and dispatch it together with the notice of convocation 
mentioned in rule 5 . 

95- According to th,e pr^visicns o f rule 7s the provisional agenda for each, special 
session shall include only those'items proposed in any request by a majority of 
the Members and Associaio Members o f the Organizaiion or by the Board, for the holding 
of the session, pursuant to rule 2. 

94' Further, regarding regular and, special sessions, rule 8 of the rules of 
proced.ure- of the World, Health Assembly provid,cs thai the, Director-General shail 

' enter into consultaiion with the United Haiions or the specialized, agencies on 
items, proposed in conformity with those rules, relating to new activities to be 
undertaken by the Organization which arc of direct concern to such organization or 
organizaiions, and. shall report to the Heaith Assembly on the m.eans of anhioving 
co-ord.inated, use of the resources of the respective orgamtzations. When such 
proposals are put forwaxd. during the course of a session, tho Director-General shail, 
after such consultation as .miay be possible witti reprosontaiives of tho United Haiions 
or specialized a^gencies attending the session, dra.w the attention of the DIealth 
Assembly to the full implications of tho proposal. 

95. In accord,ance with rule 9, the Health Assembly sha.ll satisfy itself that ad.equate 
consultations have taicen place with tho organizations concerned in accordance 
with 3rulo 8 before taking action on such neu activities. 

96. Rule 10 stipulates that s tho Direct.:=r-i}eneral shall consult tho United Nations 
and the specialized, agencies, as well as Member Staies on international conventions 
or agreements or intornaiional REGULALTIONS proposed for adoption in respect of any 
provision thereof vrtich affects the activities of such orgajization or organizaiions, 
and. shall bring tho coDam,onts o f such organizadion or organizations to the attention 
of the Health Assembly together with tho comm.ents received from governiaents. 

97. According to rule 1 1 , unless tlie Heaith Assemtbly d.ecides otherwise in case of 
urgency, proxjosals for riev a.ctivities t o be undertaken by the Organization may bo 
placed, upon the supplementany agend.a of any session only if such proposals are received, 
ai least six weeks before the d.ate of the opening o f the session, or if the proposal 
is one which should bo referred, to another organ of the Organization for exajnination 
with a view to deciding whether action by the Organization is d.esirable. 

98. Rule 12 provides that subject to the provisions of rule 1 1 regarding new 
activities and. to the provisions of rule 98, a supplementary item may be added to 
the agond.a d.uring any session, if upon the report of the General Com.mittee the 
Health Assembly so d.ecidos, provid.ed. that the request for the inclusion of the 
supplementary item roaches the Organization within six d.ays from the day of the 
opening of a regu.lar session or within two d.ays from the d.ay of tho opeixLng of a 
speciai session, both period,s being inclusive of the opening d.ay. 
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99. As provid.ed for in rule 13 the Director-General shall report to the Health 
Assembly on tho techniceJj cadmnnistrative aXid. financiaH implications of aJl a-gend.a 
items submitted, to the HeaJth Ass^mdoly before they exo considored. by the Health 
Assembly in plenary meeting. So proposal shall be considered ir. the absence of such 
a report unless the Health Assembly decides otherwise in the case of urgency. 

100. According to the provisions of rule 6 of the rules of procedure of the 
Executive Boa„rd, tho Diroctor-GeneraJ shall aJso convene tho Board, aJ the Joint 
request of a.ny ten momibcrs, add.ressed to him in writing and, stating the rea.sons for 
the request. In t U s case the Board shall bo convened, within thirty d,ays following 
receipt of the, request and the session shall be held at hoad.quarters unless the 
Director-GeneraJ, in consultation with tho Chairmarij doterminos otherwise. The 
agend.a of such a session shaJl be limJtod, to the questions- halving nocessitaJcd that, 
session. If events occur requiring immédiate action xmd,er Article 28 (i) of the 
Constitution the Director-General may, in consultation with the Chairman, conv,jne 
the Beard in a special session and, shall fix the d.ate and. determine the place of the 
session. 

101. Rule 8 of the rules of procedure of the ¥orld. Health Organization's Executive 
Beard, states that ; the provisional â gend.a of ea,ch session shall be d.rawn up by tho 
Director-General in consultation with the Chairman. It shaJl bo disp,atchod,, with the' 
notice of convocation to be sont in a,ccord,anco with rule 5 or rale 6, as the case 
may be. 

102. Rule 10 of tho rules of proced,uxe of the Executive Board provides that except 
in the case of speciaJ sessions convened, under Rule 6, the Director-General may, in 
consultation with the Chairman, incl,ud,e any question suitshle for the â genda. which 
may arise between the d,ispatch of the provisionai,l agend.a a.nd the opening d.ay of the 
session in a supplementary agend.a. wliich'tho Boa,rd shaJl examine together with the 
provisional agenda. 
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III. OTtlER INP0EI#_TI01T EELE\7ANT TO THE SUBJECT 

Sub-ComEiiGGion on Prevention of Discrimination • 
... and Protection of I-Iinorities 

103. At its thirty-third session, the Snh-ComjTiiosion on .Prevention of Dis crimination 
and Protection of Mnorities, on 12 Septemloer I 9 8 O , adopted resolution 24 (XXXIIl) 
entitled "Question of the violation of human rights and fundamental freedoms, 
including policies of racial discrimination and segregation and of apartheid, in all 
countries, with particular reference to colonial and other dependent countries and 
territories". This resolution may he of relevance to the subject under review, 

104. In the aheve-m.entioned résolution, the Sub-Commission, recalling the 
provisions, of paragra.phs 4 and 5 of resolution 28 (XJCXVl) of the Commiission on 
Humian Eights and conscious of • the needs to develop f'orther the possibilities open to 
the Urited Ifetions for dealing with situations of gross violations of human rights 
of an urgent nature which m,e-y arise, pe.rticularly in periods when neither the 
Cem.mi6sion nor the Sub-Comjnission is in session decided to inform the Commission of 
its readiness to assist the Commission in responding to reports of m.ass and flagrant 
violations of human rights of an iirgent nature and, to this end, recenmiended that the 
Commission, in considering this matter,, shouid give attention eiso to ways and means 
by which the Sub-Commàssion, particularly having regard to the expert character 
of its composition, can contribute to the response of the United Nations to reports 
of mass and flagrant violations of human rights of £ui urgent nature. 

1 0 5 . In the same resolution, the Sub-Commission urged the Commission to consider 
approaches to the handling of emergency situations by the United Nations which 
seek to complem.ent the activities of the Commission by utilizing the possibilities of 
the various Charter-based huma,n rights organs which meet outside of the annual 
session of the Commission, such as the General Assembly, the Security Council and 
the Economic and Social Council, and by drawing upon the possible assistance of 
subsidiary organs such as the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and 
Protection of Mnorities. It recommended to the CoEimission on Huiimn Rights that it 
recomjnend the Economic a,nd Social Council to consider including a regu.lar item on its 
agenda the question of emergency situation.s of violations of huraa.n rights and 
suggested also that due consideration be given to the various useful avemies open 
to the Secretary-General in responding to reports of ma.ss and flagrant violations 
of human rights of an urgent nature by, for examaple, bringing a United Nations 
presence to bear on situations through the exercise of his good offices, through 
personal contacts, the use of special representatives, members of the United Nations 
Secretariat, United Nations field officers, other emissa^ries, or through other 
appropriate discreet methods, 

106. The Sub-CoEimission also decided to draw the attention of the Commission to the 
following ideas which ma.y be considered in connection with possible future roles of 
the Sub-Commission as part of the United Nations responses to urgent situations of 
violations of hurnian rights: 

(1) The Sub-Commission m.ay be used as a» forum for discussing emergency 
situations or for expressing international concern thereon. 
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(2) The S-ub-Commission raay seek appropriate channels within the United Ifations 
to bring a United lations presence to bear upon Eitu.ations as a matter 
of urgency. This could be donoj -for example, by the- Sub-Commission * 
drawing a situation to the attention of the President of the General Assembly, 
the President of the Security Council, the President of the Economic and 
Social Coioncil, the Chairm.3ni of the Comm.ission on Hums.h Rights, .or the 
Secre tary--General, &s appropriate, with a view to • their'.interceding 
-with the GovernLient concerned or toicing other appropriate action." • 

(3) In particularly serious instances the Sub-Commiission cou:ld- dravj" a . 
situation directl;/ to the attention of the General Assembly, whiohcm,eet-s 
shortly after the sessions of the Sub-Commiission. 

(4) The Su.b-Commiission cou].d suggest the inclusion in the agenda of the next 
session of the Commission of a.n item or a subi tern, on. a specific situation 
or on emergency situations. 

(5) The Sub-Comjîiission could, in situations vdiich it considers especially 
serious, designate one of'its mem.bers to m,àkG an anoJysis of the 
information ava,ilable on that situction and present that a,nalysis to the 
Commission on Human Rights at its next session. 

(6) In situations considered by the Sub-Commission, the Sub-Commission could 
be granted the competence of intercede, through'thé-Soeretary-General, 
directly with Governments concerned if this a.ppea.rs necessary in order 
to save lives or to prevent ,imm.inent-danger to life or physico.l 
'integrity or security. 

(7) Consideration could be given to the possibility of utilizing the Bureau 
of the Sub-Comjnission 'to respond to emergency situations of violations of 
himian rights, particularly having regard to the - expert charo.cter of the 
membership of the Sub-Commiission 3.nd'of its Bureau. 


