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At its • thirty-third session the Sub-GoBiEiission on Prevention of 
Discrimination, and Protection of Minorities adopted resolution 25 (SJDCIIl) 
concerning the situation of huinan rights i n Bolivia and requested 
Mrs. Halima Einbareh vJarzs.zi to make an a n a J - j s i s of tiie information 
r e c e i v e d by the Secretary-General from C-overnj}ientŝ  specialized c a g e n c i e S y 
other i n t e r g o v e r n m e . n t a„l orga^nizations as v/ell s.s non-goverrmionts,! 
o r g a n i z a . t i o n s in c o n s L i l t a t i v e s t a t u s ^ ojid to present t h i s analj'sisj t o g e t h e r 
v/ith s u c h recommendc?.tions a s she deems a^ppropris^te ̂  to the Commission o n Human Eights 
at its thirty-seventh session. Attached t o this n o t e is the ans.lysis requested 
by the Sub-Coi-nmission. 

Re-issu.ed .for -recjmical reasons< 

G E . 8 1 - 1 0 3 $ 



E/cî^. 4/1441 
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I. lîîTHODUCTIÛîi 

1. l'he Sub-Comispion on Prevention of DiscrirriinĜ tion and Protection of Minorities 
adopted:s.t its thirt̂ /---third nession in August/September 1930 resolution 23 (XKCIIl) 
ovi.the situation, of human rights in Jjolivia. This resolution makes an urgent 
appeal t o the Governnont o f Bolivia to respect t h e Universal Declaration of ilijinan 
Sights and to tcilce a l l necessary steps to j.'estore and safeguard basic hujnan rights 
a n d fundamental freedoms in Bolivia, particularly those uhen there are threats 
to human life and liberty; recommends that t h e Gomnission on Human Rights at its 
thij?ty-seventh session s t u d . ^ / reported violations of h L i m a n j-ights ±n Bolivia and 
t a k e urgent measures aimed a t t h e restoration of h u j i i a n rights in that country5 
requests Grovorrinents, specialized ogencies, other intergovernmiental organiza-tions 
as v;ell as non-governm.enta.1 organizations in consultative status to submit to the 
Secretary-General for transmitte.l t o the Comiiiission on Human Sights recent and 
reliable information on violations of h-uina-n rights in Bolivia 5 it 'also requiests 
Mrs. Halima Embarek iJarzazi to ma]co an analj^sis of the information received and to 
present thiis analysis., together \;ith such recommendations as she deem.s appropriate, 
t o the Gomiaission on Human- Sights at- its thirty-seventh session. Finally, it 
recuests the Secretary-Genei-al to bring the present resolution to the attention 
of i;he Government of Bolivia. 

2. Pursuant to t h e Sub-Commission's jresolution 23 (XJCKIIl), notes requesting 
i n f o T T ï i a t i o n on .allegations of violations of human rights in Bolivia v/ere sent' 
on 17 October 1930 to governmonts^ specialized agencies, intergovernmental 
organiza-bions and to govemmental organizations in consi.iltative s t a t u . s . 
A noTe verbale G / S O 214 (39) transmitting the Sub-Commission's resolution 23 (XXXIIl) 
in accordance with its- operative paragraph 5 vas sent to the Government of Bolivia 
on 17 October 1930. 

II. :DSV]3LQHSHTS A Ï T I E ÎHISTY -F ÏFTH SESSIOH Œ THE GEHSSAL ASSEMBLY 

5. In connection v r i t h the human rights situation in Bolivia certain developments 
should be noted v / l i i c h took place at the thirty-fifth session of the General Assembly, 
By a letter dated 5 Hovember 1930 addressed to the Secretary-General, the 
Permanent Eepresentative of Bolivia to the bnited Hâtions transmitted a note 
d a t e d 29 October 1930 from His E^ccellency General Luis Garcia Heza, 
President of the Republic o f Bolivia, with the request that it be circulated to 
a l l iiember States a s an official docimient of t h e General Assembly under a g e n d a 
item 1 2 , Report of tî'ie Economic and Social Council A / 3 5/C . 3 / 9 , reproduced 
in the present docimient as annexe I. The President' s letter refers to the 
Government position regarding himian i-ights and states that the nev; Bolivian 
"national Reconstruction o f the Armed Forces Government" is ready to fi:< a d.ate 
in v;hich a delegation f r o m the Coimjiission on Human Rights ma,y visit the countrj'' 
"to dispel o n c e and for all the distorted picture \diich biased informants are 
seeking t o give of Bolivia 

4. The General AssemdDly adopted resolution 25/135 on I5 Becember 1930 
reading as follows: 

"Hqtung t h a t all hLCffi>)or Sts.te^' h a v e an obligation to respect and promote 
hnman i:d,ghts in a G c o r d o j i o e uitli the responsibilities ' thej^ h a v e undertaken under 
vs.rious i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n . s t i T ' ï n e n t s , 

•hlscaUi^ its r e s o l u t i o n 34/l75 on effective action against mass â id 
flagrant violatioiis o f h-mian r i g h t s : , 

''liÊi'ii-^^ taken G o g n i z a n c e of reports on violations of human rights in 
Bolivia, 
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been classified , 

(a) Submissions 

(b) Submissions 

(c) Sxibmissions 

(d) Submissions 

( A ) Submissions from Governments 

6. Replies were received from the Governm.ents of Prance, Sweden and the 
United States of America. The text of these CJovernment replies is reproduced in 
Annex II. Tho Governments of Austria.. Botswana, Costa, Pdca, the Pedera.1 .Republic 
of Germany, Haiti an.d Mexico indicated that they had no inform.ation on the situation 
in Bolivia, and the Government of Argentina acknowledged r e c e j.pt of tho r e q L i e s t of 
information by note verba,le dated 12 ITovember 1980. 

( B ) Submdssions from ÏÏnited Nations organ.s and speci3.1ized agencies 

7. Replies wejre r e c e i v e d from, the following United Nations organs and specialized 
agencies: 

(a) United Nations High Commiissioner for Refugees' - Letter dated 5 November 1980 
informing of the materi-al assistance provided to a number of Bolivian nationa.ls who, 
as a result of political events, sought refuge in neighbouring' countries. Informa.tion 
on assistance given to Bolivinn rofug^;os is contained in document A/AC.9-6/577/Add, 2, 
paragraph 37? which^ I'-eads as follows 5 

''As a result o f the recent events in Bolivia,, a number of Bolivian nationals 
have sought r e f u g e in neighbouring countries where they a.re receiving UflHCR 
protection and materia.! assistance. Since the return of these refiigoos to their 
country of origin seem̂ s unlikely in the near fu.ture, an aJlocation of 50,000 Bis. 
is proposed f o r multipurpose assistance in 1980 in north-western South &xn.ey:ica. 
and a similar a„lloca,tion of 50,000 Dis for multipurpose assistance in 
southern Latin_ Amej:IC8,. These funds will service to provide 3,ssistance 

"Takinf:; note with satisfaction of the decision of the Prépara-tory Coiamittee 
of the Genercil Assembly of the Organization of American States.to inclvide the 
question, of Bolivia on the agenda for its tenth regnolar session; a;ad of 
resolution GP/PES 3 O 8 / 8 O of its Permanent Council, 

"Taking note also of the letter of the Bolivian authorities to the 
Secretary-General 5--dated 29 October 1980, indicating their readiness ' to fix a 
date on which a delegation from the Commission on Hum.an ïlights ma;̂  visit Bolivia, 

" ~ * ? J I 2 ? J 5 . "'̂l̂s Bolivian authorities to ensure respect for huinan rights 
and fimo-ajuental freedom-s, including freedom of expression and trade ĵnion rights; 

" 2 , Requests the Comm.ission on Human Rigjits to accept the invita.tion by 
the Bolivien authorities in order to study the human rights situation at first 
hand and to review at its thirty-seventh, session the humian rights situation in 
Bolivia." 

I I I . IHEOEj\-IATIOH RECEIVED 

5. A number of replies were received in response to the renu.est sent on 
17 October 1980 to Governments, specialized agencies, intergovernmentafi organiza^tions 
and non-governmental organizations in consultative status. The m.aterials received 
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tov/arcls meeting the immediate neede.of t h e refugee;; e,nd, more particularly, 
towards their local integration or /their resettlement"'in third' coujitries. An 
allocation of 1?55300 Els. is proposed t o continue multipurpose assistance -for 
Bolivian refugees in nor-uh--western South America in I 9 I I and a similar allocation 
is proposed in southern Latin America for the same purpose". 

(b) ÎISiieçLJMioS^^ Letter 
dated 8 January I 9 8 I stating t h a t UlIESCO h a j ; received a n u E i b e r of comiaunications 
relating t o allogeci violations of h u m a n rights in Bolivia. Those coromunications 
are being o r \/ill b e dealt ';;ith in a.ccordance with the confidential procedure laid 
dov/n b y its Executive Board. Okierefore UKSSCO is unable t o transmit details on the 
subject. 

(c) International Labour Office - Letter dated 5 Kovember I 9 8 O makiing reference 
to A number of complaints alleging violations of trade union righto and t o a visit of 
an ILO representative to Bolivia, in October I 9 O O for preliminarj'' contacts v/ith the 
authorities s.nd vjirious organizations and individuals concerning these a l l e g C o t i o n s . 

The comî>la.ints, as v r o l l as the report of the ILO representative, x-jere considered by 
the Freedom of Association Coimnittee of the Governing Body and the Committee's report 
contained in document GB/214/II/9 v;as presented and considered by the Governing- Body. 

(d)' World Health Organization - Letter dated 5 November I 9 Q O stating that MHO 
is not in a position to treaismit to the Commission of HUIMAN Rights recent and 
..reU-alale information on viola.tiono of hiumn rights in Bolivia. 

( C ) Siibmissions from intergovcrrimental organizations 

8 . A reply v/as received fromx one intergovernmiental organization. 

OI^ganization of American Sta-tes - Letter dated I 9 Hoveml^ER I 9 8 O which states that 
"due to the fact that petitions alleging' human rights violations ai-e kept confidential 
until • acted upon by the Coinmission, the OAS is unaJole to provide the substance of 
particular denunciations » HOV/eveiu the Perm-anent Council of the OAS, in Resolution 5 O S 
O F 25 July I 9 8 O , called upon the Inter-American Coiïimmssion of Hume^n Rights" toexamine 
the situation in Bolivia. The Resolution deplores the coup d'état which was the 
proximate cause of the less of human lives a n d other serious human rights violations 
against the Bolivian people". Attached 'GO t h e letter is a copy of the 
Permanent Council's Resolution a s well as a copy 0 1 a letter sent to the 
Bolivian Minister of Foreign Relations, requestmog: all the necessary facilities do 
carry out e,n on-site obsei'vation. 

( D) Submission from_noj>:£o^^ernmental or£aniza^ons in CONSN3E:ativ^^_^tafas 

9. Replies v/ere received from the :follov/ing non-governmental organizekjions in 
consultati-ve status: 

(a) Ifomen's Internationak Bemocratic Federation ~ Letter dated 18 Hovember I 9 8 O 
denouncing the application of the "securitjr", .lai-: .providing for the death penalty and 
F O R the establishing of concentration cemips. 

Igternational Association of Bemocratic Lavyers - Letter dated 
7 November I 9&O enclosing a report of a private mission to Bolivia by M R . Joe Hordmann. 
The report includes; correspondence between uEffiSCO and the mission, resolution 6 7 O 
O F the Interparliamentary Union on Bolivia, trsinscriptions of statements received on 
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2G July in the mine 03? San Joeé, letters from, miners' v/ives of the district of 
Caracoles dated 9 August I 9 G O addressed to Lionsignor Jorge lie.nrique, 

7 Â r c h û i s h o p of La Paz, s.nd the decla.ration of the Conference of the • Permanent 
Episcopal Council of Bolivia. 

(c) Vforld Council of Churches - Statement dated 27 August 19OO addressed to 
their m.emhers expressing regret that ''the coup d'oi;3.t had intei-rupted a positive 
process of democratization'' a,nd making a.n 3.ppeo.l of Golidc.rit3f to the'churches of 
that country. 

(d) Christian Peaco Conference - Statement dated 6 Novem.Dsr I 9 8 O supporting 
resolution 25 (XXXIIl) O F tho GuD-Conmiission. 

(e) 'The International League for human Pights - Letter, dated 10 December 1900 , 
containing information on reported violations of freedom of expression, • trade union 
rights, and on arbitrary arrests and I M P R I S O R Œ I G N T , 

(f) Inter-Parliamentary Un.ion - Letter dated I 4 Novem̂ Dej? I 9 8 O enclosirig a 
resolution on tho sifraation. in Bolivia adopted unanim.ougly by the 
67th Inter-Pa.rliamenta.ry Conference on 24 September I 9 O O ; and a Pieport of tho 
Special Comiaittee on violations of the human rights of Parliam.entaa-ia-no 
In Boliviai. 

(g) International Commission of Jurists - Letter dated 3 Januarj^ 1901? enclosing 
materials providiîig background informa/cion on Bolivia, political activities developed 
during the elections and the military coup d'etat, repression and .resistence, freedom 
of expression, labour organizations, position of the Church and economic data. • 
related to Bolivia.. 

IV. S'UiillARY DESCEIPTIOII AlB EVALiaTIOH OF ÏII 

1 0 . The allegations of hujuan rights violations 'contained in the mate3?ials listed 
in III above originate ma.inly from in.form,ation provided by Governments, 
specialized agenci s, intergovorninon-bal organizaticns and non-governmental 
organizations; some transmit information received on ĥe spot as, for example, 
the International Labouj:' Organisation. 

1 1 . In approa.ching the question of evalua.ting' the bases of the allegations of 
human rights violations in Bolivia and of the reliability of tlie information 
contained in the materials under TCVXOU, it KIUST first be recognised that no thorough 
and comprehensive investigation of the human riglrbs situation in that country by 
an impe.rtial international body has ye'b bee.n m.ade. lïovisver, THE information provided 
by the different sources listed above contains allegations of serious violations 
perpetra.ted during and a.fter the coup d'etat in I 9 G O . 

V. ALLEGATIONS 

(A ) B a.ckgrô n̂d informat ioII 

12 . The materials sub.m,itted pursuant TO resolution 25 (iOCvIIl) of the Sub-Commis s ion 
contain allegations of violations of several rights enL-unera.ted in the 
Universal Declaa'a.tion of Numan Rights. 

15- The a.llega.tions, conta.ined in reports of official and non-officia,l delega.tions 
that visited Bolivia aftcro 'the coup d'etat of 17 July I 9 O O have been taken into 
account. 'These allegations .are also endorsed by submissions of some goverranents. 
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14. The military coup brought General Luis Garcia hieza to pou'er, interruptùng- v/hat 
appeared t o be a p r o c e F î s o f democratizcation luider the interim goverrmient o f 

Ilrs, Lidia Gueiler. It should be recalled that îirs. Lidia Gueiler called elections 
f o r 29 June 198O, idiich \iere held as planned. Union Pemocratica y Ponular (UDP), 
obtained 33 per cent o f the votes. Based on an apparent agreement reached with 
other parties, its presidential candidate, Mr. Eernân Sides ZuazOjU/as to be 
invested formally by Congress o n 6 August 1980. The military authorities toojc over 
on 17 Julj 1980. 

1 5 . The îinalysis o f the material received appears to establish a direct 
relationship between the violations of hijiman riglits and the events that toon 
place in the country after "the military coup. 

( B ) Hevievf of: the m.ixi allegations as enumerated in the Uni"rorMl... JeclaggEiiiqn.,.-OA 
IMâan,.„Ri£hts 

1 6 . This part (B) contains a rovie\; o f the main f,negations o f violations o f 
human rights relating to the present Government o f Bolivia.. The central and 
predominant feature of the materials consis'ts o f accusa'bions concerning violations 
o f the rights envuiierated an ar"bicles 3; 5j 21 and 23 (d) ol "tbe 
Universal Declaiation o f îMiman Rights. 

Article 3 ; Everyone has the Ti£htjKil±îe_^2J^^ 

1 7 . The main allegations examined under this article may be summarized as follo\;s: 

(i) Execution by juilitary forces o f a laxgo number o f people, mainly 
mine v/orlcers, xrithin a f e " . ; days o f the assumption of power by the 
present Governiiient in va.rious places o f Boli-vie,. 

(ii) Destruction of the îieadouarters of the Centml Obrera Boliviana in 

Ba Paz, and the nrarder o f trade union leaders in presence o f v/itnesses, 

(iii) Assassinations peipietrated by paramilitary groups, mainly in La Paz. 

18. Following are extracts from the materials illustrative of the foregoing. 
(a) Extracts from a letter sent "to Monsignor Jorge Manrique at La Paz bj-

Desperate mothers and wives o f Caracoles dated 9 August 1930. 

"Reverend Monsignor, 

vfe send you our greetings in these moments o f sorrov/ and grief, be 
vjant you to know vdiat happenecî. in our mining centre so tiiat "thro"agh j'our 
mediation, "the International Red Cross or some other human rights organization 
will come to testify to the acts o f baxbarity. 

The Max Toledo regiment from Viacha, a sector of the.Torapaca. regiment 
and the Camacho regiment from Oruro attacked Caracoles with cannons, taii:s, 
and Viîar planes. Our husbands defended themselves with ./̂ tones, shovels, and 
dynamite. Jiy Montiay afternoon most of "the miners v;ero '^oscl and the . sxir'vivor;;; 
fled to the hills and o"tb::rs to the ho'uses ir̂  Villa Carmen. The amiiy forces 
follovred thoîa, killing the men in their homes, arrestirg othsrrs e.ns, tor'turiîig 
them and putting the tjayonets through some of them. The wounded .ore 
behee.ded. ... 
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... On Tuesday,, 5 Augusts at daiai they loaded the dead onto three Arsj-
truicks .hesxled-. for. .La -Paz, 

Until Friday, they continued to bring prisoners tied- v;ith wire. 

tJoiaen were prevented from picking;' up the dead to give them Ghristie.n 
biirial on the pretext; There io no order. Finally o.n Friday, they gave u.s 
the order to look for the dead, but \ie found o.nly; jackets, trousers, 3\-.rea,ter35 
cups, shoes, etc. 5 ooaiced with blood; t h o dead had disappco.rod. Some had been 
dropped into i/ells behind the comotory, but they didn't let u-s identify them. 

Abou.t 900 have disappesn-ed, it is not knov.n if t h e y arc living or dead. 

''de are attaching some of the names of the disappeared, vrounded, dead, 
and p r i s o n e 3?s. 

Ife tha.nl.: you for j'oi.-n: understanding and help." 

(Documentation provided b,y tho International Association of Dem_ocratic La.vjyers 
dated 7 November 1980.) 

(b) Sxtracts from the dociLmentation provided by the C-overnment of the 
United States of . à m i C r i c a , dated 0 December 1930. , 

"... On 17 July; a: milita,ry uprisin̂ g- v.'as staged in Trinidad, initiating the 
long-threatened i-iilitar;r t a k e-over by Army G-eneral Luis Garcia, Heza, Almost 
immediate!;/, the Garcia Meza rogii;ie began a systematic campaign, of oppression 
designed to gain control of the_ country a n d demolish the opposition. Hixndreds 
of people v/ere arrested, beaten and tortured. Pockets of resistance in the 
mines v/ere annihile.tod by t h e u s e of tardes, stro^fing helicopters a.nd aerial 
b om.ba.rd'aile nt " . 

(c) Fxtracts from the c i o c u i T i e n t a t i o n received fro.m tho IJorld Council of Churches, 
dated 27 August 1930. 

"Reliable a^eports received since the 17 Julj' m.ilitary take-over depict 
an. alarming- picttire' giving evidence of th^o grave and massive violations of 
fundaanental huaan riglitsi in tho count:cy; 

- The killing of hundreds of people, including entire families in the 
mining areâ s of t h e altiplano". 

(d) Extracts of the Report No. GB/2!4/!1/9 received from the 
International Labour Organization s 

"Tho complainant organizations have given a goneara! picture of the harsh 
repression suffered i)y t h e - t r a d e l u i i o n movem.ent follo'.iing the military co'a.p d' état 
on 17 July 1900. In particular, t h e y expressed their profound concern a t 
the reported murders of certain t r a d e union leaders . . . t h e occupation and 
demolition of the hoadqiuartsrs o f t h o Central Obrera Bolivians. 

"The allegations made in t h e present case r e f s r t o t h e violent death of 
tra.de union leaders , .. The Comjait'L.ee observes tha,t the Government ho,s 
suipplied n o infonmation :ceg3.rding t h e dea.-bh of fifteen union leaxlors viho are 
said t o have b e e n s h o t , n o ] - on -uho d e a t h of t]ie minors' Federation leader, 
Gualberto Vega ...". (iLO Document No. Cm/21A/ll/'^, paras. 11, o2 and 34.) 
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Article 5' one sh3.ll be suib.iect to torture or to cruel, inliuman or degrading 
trea^tment or punishment 

1 9 . The materisds exajnined contain numerous allegations of violafcions of article 5 s 
particularly regc..rding the cruel methods of execution and a number of axcounts 
concerning torture during imprisonment, pajrticulanly: 

(i) Methodical beating of prisoners by security forces. 

(ii) Application of electric current and use of drugs to force confessions. 

(iii) Summary executions by cruel and banbaric methods. 

20. Following are some extracts illustrative of the foregoing? 

(a) Extracts from a letter sent to Monsignor Jorge Manrique of La Pa.z from. 
Desperate Mothers and ¥ives of Caracoles, da-tod 9 August I 9 O O . 

"... They put d-ynajaite in the mouth of one miner in the middle of the 
plaza, and blew him. to pieces. 

They robbed from the houses and loaded the Army trucks x/ith televisions, 
machines, radio record -pls^yers (three in one), suit jackets^ blanlcets, money 
clothes from the stores, shoes from Hanaco 3.nd Zsjnora., food from, the 
compa.ny store. 

Children were tied v.dth cables and made to eat gunpovfder. 

Youths were made to lie on broken glass and we were obliged to walk over 
them, after wMch the soliders ma.rched on them. 

The Axmj men appealed to be fierce savages because they were drugged 
and they did not hesitate to rape us and also the young girls and even 
little girls 

They sacrificed sheep, hens, pigs, etc., loaxling them onto the amîïy 
truck 

(Documontadion provided by the International Association of Democratic Laiwyers 
dated 7 Hovem^oer I 9 8 O . ) 

(b) Extracts from the submission of the Government of the United St3.tes of 
Amierica, dated 8 December I 9 8 O . 

"There are reliable reports by eyewitnesses of sa^distic end methodicaJ 
beating of blindfolded prisoners hy m.asked officials at the Ministry of Interior 
and Armed Forces G--2 offices in La Paz since the July 1 7 taJteovor. lien and 
women have been routinely subjected to -physical and mental ahu.so to force them 
to implicate themselves and others believed to be unfrie.ndly to the regime, to 
punish them, for their politiccd beliefs or labour union a.ssociation, and at 
time for sheer sadistic sport by inebriated parc^mlitaries. Electric current 
was being a,pplied as late as September to prisoners to force confessions at 
the Ministry of Interior. 
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"The régiiïis'e paramilite.j-iee have also' threatenedPhhc families, of 
individuals in hiding -,-ith D e c d c i n g s , ra,pe, and des.th unless they report on the 
vdiereahouts of their loved ones. Police officials and military officers h a v e 

pistol-whipped or beaten individuals for failure t o co-opero,te x r i t h them. 
These ahuse..-. have been carried out against both Boliviojis ond non-Bolivians. 

."The Garcia Heza 3:égime has systematically engjigod in the abuse, .both 
mental and physical, of its politica.l prisoners. Heusmen and clerics were 
made to lie doxni on manure at the Armed Forces Headquarters in La Pas after 
their arrests. Even thougli. Garcia lioza. o n Goptember l6 d.anied torturing or 
abusing prisoners, since then eyevritnesses have reported uatching paramilitiaries 
beat blindfolded prisoners irith rifle but-ts, pistols, ancl.uith their hands. 
One eyein..tness saw paramili"'aries at the armed forces headquarters beat and 
burn with cigcrotbes a young m^n as hrs Fathei' x-:as made to watch. . Other 
eyewitnesses in the interior of t]ae COUNT3?y reported seeing several 'hooded 
prisoners who had been, beaten (md burned with cigarettes reportedly by Haval 
personnel. Another witness reported talking to a l/oman in jell vlio said she 
had been tox'tured udth electric current applied to her genitals in an effort to 

ze her reveal the names of her exiled husband's friends.". 

(c) "Extracts 'from the materials urovidod by the International Gomimission of 
Jurists, dated 8 Jrnuaxy I9GO. 

"An example of the unbridled repression wn.s the massacre carried out 
by the army in tho mining district of Caracoles, In tho first FEIR days OF 
AugUist, special troops of the Via.cha. and Ouuro j.̂ egim-̂ nts attacked Ca.RA„coles 
with mortars, tanks and light planes, vdiila the workers defended themselves 
\T±zh their rudimentary weapons. 

... Tlie tjroops systematically?" looted the humble homes of the miners, TEU.cing 
a\.ray domestic animals like hens, nigs and sheep, smashing and destroying 
everytliing and even violacing "KIIE T/omon. .A l;urge juumbsa:' of men xrere talcen 
au-ray to an unknoxn destination. 

In "bhe toxjns and manufacti^ring centre.:., the repression assumed another form. 
The traxle union and politica.1 orga.nizafcions are the prime t.A,rgst, and a 
systematic and selective hunb for activists and militajits has been instituted. 
... Torture is aipplied savagolj?- aoid on a wide 3CA,le; it is known tlia.t at 
first the PZ'isoners were keob without food, andxratea:' for long periods and 
slept without; blanlœts in places \fhore the tem.pera.ture drops belox,'' zej?o ...". 

(d) Extracts from the mateiAal.s provided bj" the' International League for 
Human Rights, dated 10 Decemî^er 1080. 

".A case of OT)eciail concern to the International Léagi.IE X/as that of 
Father Julio Tumiri Javier, a 72 3^CA£' old;PA,rish priest, President OF the 
Permanent .Assembly for Human Rights, and'knoxim .for his compassion among the 
poor. Ha xras arrested shortly after'; the coup, and beaten . oexrej:'ely during 
his imprisonment, .A book x/x'itton by" Fq,"B}IOR Tumiri critical OF the attempted 
couip in hovem]JER 1979 enraged Bolivian auut]IOJ:ltiee bhab LIE was forced to 
eat the book page by page. 

"As a result of his maltreatment, Father Tumiri recixired critical medical 
attention. Only alter outside pressures X ĉro ;unpliod did Bolivian authorities 
anrange for his hospitaliuabion. He XXIO released in mid-October.". 

file:///fhore
http://tem.pera.ture
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(i) Interruption of the constitutional pro cess 

(ii) Arbitrary arrest and imprisonment of paxliamenta,rians and other political 
figures. 

24. 'fho following extracts from materials referred to a,bove axe illu.stra.tive of 
this analysis. 

( a „ ) Extracts from submission by the Government of the United States of America, 
dated 8 December I98O. 

" A curfew Mas imposed and vigoi^ously enforced throughout the country. The 
régime abolished labour Unions, established press censorship, and prohibited 
unauthorized meeting. The régime iirrested scores of foreign Priests and 
Missionaries5 detained and expelled many foreign correspondents, and m.ade od.l 
foreigners residing in Bolivia register with tlie Minister of Interior. The 
Garcia Meza régime ha.s a,ttem.pted to d-iscredit interna.tionaUly recognized 
human rights institutions which have reported on ongoing ai,buoes, and threo.tened 
groups from international labour organizations such as the Inter-American 
Regional Organiza„tion of l/orkers (ORIT) , the Internationcxl Confederation of 
Eree Trade Unions ( I C E T U ) , the Latin American yorkers Confederation (CLAT) 
and '.Phe World Confederation of Labor (UCL) by arresting or mistreating their 
representatives when they -visit Bolivia, to a.scertain the state 0 1 human rights 
observance. 

Article 21; concerning the right to trJœ part in the aovsrnment of one's country; 
the provision for periodic and genuine elections- based on universal and ccuaJ 
suffrage eind secret balloting 

2 1 . The materials submitted con-csAn a . l lega4ions concerning violations of political 
rights O F the Bolivism people. As ste.ted in the documentation, two years ago A 
gradueJ x>rocess of return to democratic life appeared to begin in Bolivia,, a 
cousntry broa,dly knoim by its constant :md. recurring changes of governments. 

In 1978, after eight yeai-s of military régime, a decree was issued by the 
Oroverni-nent of General Hugo Benzer gren.ting political amnesty, free trade unions 
operations and elections to designate the President of the Republic and to appoint 
a Prn-liament, The first elections iroro held in Jul̂ '- 1 9 7 3 , which irere eiinulled and 
followed by TWO successive military coups. One took ploxe on 21 July 1973 and the 
other on 24 Hovomber 1978. Elections wore called for a second time on 1 July 1979 
but no candidate obtoAned on absolute majority. In these circumstances, according 
to the Bolivian Constitution, the Congress has the responsibility OF appointing THE 
President O F the Republic, 

22. The Congress thus nominated Urs. LidAa Gueiler as interim President, 
Mrs. Gueiler called elections for 29 June 1930 and Union Bemocratica Popular emerged 
AS the winning party. The process was interrupted by the irilitary authorities 
on 17 July 1980. 

23. An analysis of this information shews that axticlc 21 of the Universal 
Beclarakion of Human Rights has been viola,ted. 'This can be SUIMTIARIZED as follov/s; 

http://illu.stra.tive


E / C I . 4 / 1 4 4 1 
page 1 1 

"Most Bolivian a.sylees vho sought refuge in Biplomatic Missions in La, Pa^z, 
including former Presid.ent Gu.eiler, were allowed to lea-ve Bolivia only after 
long delays; the régime has not accounted for aJl politica-,1 prisoners; 
imdisciplined pam'"amilitaxy and security forces continue to arrest, bea.t, and 
tortuiw) T J e o p l e , narcotics trafficking continues with the aJleges assistance of 
highly-placed régime officials; and Ga.rcia, Meza. seems no closer to aJ-lovàng 
Bolivians to choose their ovm leaxlers - at one point declaring he would sta.j'' 
in. poxrer for 3.s long a.s. nocessa.ry. " . 

(h) Extracts from the submission of the Iforld Council of Churches, da..ted 
2 7 August 1 9 3 0 . 

"TxfO yea.rs augo, as a result of the political xrill and determination of 
the people, a new process of gradual return to democratic life emerged in 
Bolivia. It began with the successful ci.ilmination of a hunger strike canried 
ô it by tin miners' wives and children. 'The ¥CC welcomed the d_ecision of the 
Bolivian military governiiient, to accede to the demands of the strikers, through 
a submission in February I 9 7 O by the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs to the Thirty-fourth Session of the Commission of Human 
nights of the United Ha.tions, for the 'good faith shoxm by ... the President 
of the Republic of Bolivia. ... in reaching, on 18 January, a peaceful negotiated 
agreement with participants in the mais si ve hunger strike', providing for genera.l 
amnesty of all political prisoners and esciles, the reinstatement of e.ll miners 
d.ismissed from, their jobs, guarantees for xrork, and the genera.1 conditions 
leading to the first free national elections in a.lmost a decad-e. Since 1 9 7 8 
the road has not been an easy one, b-at it led. to general elections on 2 9 June 
of this yeaj?, thus raising high the hopes of the Bolivian peoples for a 
democratically-elected civilian government.". 

(c) Extracts from tlie .submission of xlie Government of Sx-reden, da.ted 
7 November I 9 8 O , relating to a visit to Bolivia of a Sxredish non-official delegation 
in September I 9 8 O , 

"The dclega.tion has further sta.ted the folloxfing. 

"During I 9 8 O - until the coup d'étad - religious and union groups, as xrell 
as most of the politicaH parties h.ad a very successful co-operation xfithin 
the Comroittee on Maintaining the Democracy (CONADE) . The first actions by the 
nev leaders wei-e concentrated toxrards the .Government building and the CONA.BE. 
blien the committee held. an emergency meeting at this time, tlie above-mentioned 
persons, as x-rell as Mortimeir Arias, a. bishop of the Methodist chui'ch, xfere 
arrested. 

"Instittitions dea.ling xàth social and econonrLcal development in certain 
ruraj districts X.̂ ere also suffering from actions taicen by the nex/ leaders. 
One of the institutions, CIDOB, x.rorking with social andu economical documentation 
and analysis xfas completely destroyed.". 

(d.) Ei:tracts from the submission of the Interpaarliamentary Union, a. report 
dated September I 9 8 O conmunicated on 14 November I 9 8 O , reporting on the sit.LXA.tion 
of 5 4 parliamentarians, immediately after bhe milita.rj?- talœover. 

"Outline of the cases; 

It em.erges from the evidence that the Bolivian Parliament was dissolved on 
1 7 Jxxly I 9 8 O avfter the coup d'Eta.t in that country on the sarae date; that at 
the time of its dissolution the Parliament X-ras not sitting;, that general 
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elections had to2:on nlaco on 29 June 1 9 3 0 to 3?enon tlie membership oi the 
Parliament hut that in accordance with the provisions of the Bolivian 
Constitution, the mandate of tho memljcro-of the previous Parliament.ujas. due 
to remain effective until 4 August 1 9 8 0 , the date on r/hich the nexf Parliament 
was to tftlce office; that after the aissolution of the Parliament, the great 
majority of -Darlianientarians from both the previous and the new Parliamient 
i/ere proceeded' agcAnst; that the individual situation of each of the 
fifty-four parliemsntariuns uhose esses aare submitted to the Special Committee 
is reported to be as follows: 

Paxliamonta::ùans xAiose mandate -ras due to eiqoire on 4 August 1980; 

Ill's. Lydia Gueiler: former Pi'osidont of the Congress and former acting 
President of the Ecpublic, has been a refugee in the Papad Legation 
since 10 July I 9 8 O (left the country in August I 9 8 O ) . 

Mr. Walter Guevara Arze; Presidojit of th,e National Congress' (re-elocted 
on 29 June I 9 8 O ) ha,s been a refugee in the Voneauolan Eroljassy in La Pas 
since 2 0 July I9ÛO 

Mr. Carlos Elores; hilled on 1 ? July I 9 8 O during the attach on the 
hoaxlquiarters of tlie Bo],ivian V/orhors ' Oj"ganiz£xtion (GOB) 

Mr. Julie Tumiri Apaza; a-,rrested on 18 July IQBO at his home and dotained 
since then in La, Paz 

Mr. Dulfredo 5ua: detained in La Pas since 10 July I9OO; said to be at 
the concentration camp in Puerto Cavinar; 

Mr. Benjaadn Miguel and Jh'. Juvenal Casti'o? are the subject of proceedings 

Mr. Idlliam Blushes former President of the foreign Affairs Committee, 
•̂"'̂  Mr. José Luis_ Poca are prohi'bited. from returning to their countrjr 

Parliamentarians elected on 29 June 1980° 

Mr. Jaime Pas Zamora; Vice-President elect of the Republic, due to taice 
up office on / Jiugiîst I 9 8 O , ex-officio President of the Congress, 
px'ohibited from returning to his countrj?': victim of a criminal assault 
on 2 June I 9 8 O 

Mr. Mancelo Ouiroga S;unta Cruz;"^ iras airrested, unarmed, during the attack 
on tho hocidquarters of the. Bolivian Workers' Organization (CCB) ̂ by 
parajïdlitary forces on 17 Julj- 1980; several persons xfsre, xdtnessss to 
these facts; Marcelo Ouiroga was allegedly tortured and killed; the 
authorities announced his deatji on 20 July and ha.ve so fa,r refused to 
return his body to his ftrdly 

Mr. Simon Reyes; was x/ounded and arrested during the attack on the 
h.cadqu.artors of the Bolivian 'forlcero' Organization (COB) by Paramilitary 
forces on 17 July I 9 8 O ; it is alleged that ho xjas tortxired; it appears 
that he is in a grave condition at tho h.cadqua,rter3 of tjio Pepartmcnt of 
Political Order (POp) (Special Police of the Ministry oi tho Interior) 
in J I A Paz 

iPlv Xig^o^ Andrade Uuriuiano; x/as detained in La Paz until I 5 August I9OO 

Mr. Leopoldo LOPOZ'^ and Mr. José Vargas; there is no nex:s of them and 
it is fear'od that xdiej/- hax-e "d.is'-pneared" 
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Mr. i-Iarrael Cardenao Mallot^^' '±v detained in La Taz 

Kr. Cg.yotgn.0 Llobet TaLplarci; has oeen detained since 18 July I 9 8 O ; 

said to ha.vo been senb to the" concen"cration CCMO at Puei't̂ o Co.vinas 

Mr...Carlos . .OuiToga; .Mr. ..Alronso-CaJiasho;- , • Alfonso Eerruiincr;-
Mr. Gaston Encinasr^ Mr. Abraiiam Salas; Mr> -Gregorio-Andrade; 
Mr. Sevoro Torres; Mr. José Reyes Carvajal; m%_Adalberto Ibiajarar^ 
Mr.- Amalia Decker; iir. Jorge Kolle Cueto;-:- Mr,;_JJoelCTdo Villalpando; 
-Mr. Carlos Baxr-agan Yaicgas; Hr;,_^agl^^..Çarva.ial .Nava;̂ -
Mr. Edg;ir Ramirez;-:^ Miw_£scar BalasjMQia;Mr., Ramiro Barrenechea; 

v/a.rterHoralos Ugar-te; Mr. Horacio Torres; Mr. Mario Roncal;--
lix Eosnigliosi;--^- Mr. Oscar Zamora; Mr. Federico Alvarez Plata; 

edorico- Alvag-'ez Pinto; are the subject of proceedings ..: 

Mr. Rajniro Velazco;-'̂  Mr. Guide Câ sra;̂ ^ Mr. Oscar Vega;^^ are refugees 
at the Venezuelan Embassj^; Mr. Alcides Alvara/io Dazad^ is' a refugee at 
the Mexican Embassy in La Paz'; Mr. Aldo Flores"^ and 
Mr. José Maria Palacios"'^ arc also refugees in an embassy in La Paz; 
Mr. Jaime Tal̂ orga"̂  is a refucce in the Embassy of the Federal Republic of 
Germany • ' ' , 

Mr. Antonio Aranibark^ Mr. llarcos DomJ.c Ruizk- Mr. Juan Rodriguez 
Mr. Hec-!xm;iBorUj^J^eçno, Mr. Aldo Flores,-- llr. Guillcjrmo Canobiaico^^ 
and ILr. Luis Pelaoz Rioja'-̂  are prohibited from returning to their country.". 

''• The asterisk indicates thatt the person in question uas a member of Parliajnent 
in 1 9 7 9 and had been re-elected in 1"980." , . ' ' 

(e) Extracts from the materials submitted by the InternaitionaJ Commission of 
Jurists da.ted 0 Janxiâ ry 1 9 8 I . 

"Once the pronunciamiento had become an established fact, a state of 
siege and -'cuxfeu uere decreed. The first ajmouncement by the authors of the 
cou.p proclaimed '-the xAio.ls country a, military zone', thus enabling Hartial Law 
to be instituted. Parliament \:as dissolved, and until it is re-established, 
government is to be by decree. In their proclsjna.tion of 20 Jul;-, the militarj-
made known their progranmie which is entitled 'Participation of the ajrmed forces 
in the present political process'. Among the points made is the maintenance 
of -the 1967 Constitution 'in so far' as it does not conflict with the aims, 
objectives and. actions o.f bhe nevr. govermnent ' , the pDaepa-navtion of n stâ tuite 
for the political parties and the axloption of union and labour la.ws. The new 
Head of Staite doçlau"ed tha.t 'electorail atdventui*es are over'. 

At the end of September 1 - 9 8 0 , it was announced thait government institutions 
would be reorganized, and a Governing Junta set up composed, of the Coramanders 
in Chief of t]-ie Army, the Havy and the Air Force. Tlie Junta is to be the 
'Supreme Government'; it idll command the armed forces and head the 'process 
of national.reconstruction'. The statute which will regulate its functions 
invests the Junta with o 2 1 political legisla.tive and electorail powers, 
including designsAion of the Head, of State.. This system is to be maintained 
for throe years, after which the Junta itself will evaluate the situation and 
decide whether to prolong it or not. 
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As ÎCX as the Judicial power is concerned, all the members of the 
Supreme Court and all the Presidents and many members of the regional 
High Courts wero removed from their posts.as from 9 September, and jurists 
who ha,d the confidence of the new authorities were appointed in their place.". 

Article 2̂  (4); . Eyeryona has the right to form and to join trade umons.for the 
protection of M s ovm interest 

25. In accordance with the submitted materials neither the trade union rights nor 
the rights of association aa-e respected .by the present, régime. ,.. Ifew. legislation 
was enacted to control union activities .and,, since.17 Ju.ly 198 0,. .successive decrees 
were issued su.3penàin3 .trade union activities and removing union officials at all 
levels. Pxirsuant to the .new lav.rs all union leg.ders, called relacio.na-dos, must be 
first approved by the Government before they can be elected, and the right to strike 
is prohibited. 

26. Allegations of violations of human rights perpetrated in the area of trade 
union î ights were received from a.numbei" of sources. The following paragraphs 
contain a.llegations illustra.tivo of these events; 

(a) The repoi-t of the I L O Committee on Freedom of Association of 
12 November I98O, as submitted to the two hundred and fourteenth session of the 
Governing Body, contains details about allegations of violations of trade unions 
in Bolivia. They pertain in particular to; 

(i) Violent deaths and imprisonment of trade union leaders 

(ii) Dissolution of trade unions and restriction of free exercise of 
trade union rights. 

(b) Extracts from the materials submitted by The International League for 
Human Rights, dated 10 December I 9 8 O . 

"Since the coup, the Bolivian régime has violated these rights by totally 
suspending the activities of most labour unions, federations and confederations, 
including the Central Obrera Boliviana (COB) . Only two unions have been 
allowed to continue to function, although under close government surveillance. 
These are the 'Pederaciôn de Transport!stas' and the railroad labour federation. 
In addition, union leaders were among the first victims of human rights 
violations folloxfing the coup. Many were arbitrarily arrested and detained 
for long periods of time. A number of these were tortured, including 
Juan Lechin Oguendo, a leader of COB, who was IcLdnapped by armed men and 
tortured dtiring incommunicado detention. Others who v/ere detained include 
Simon Reyes, Liber Forti, Noel Vazquez, and Victor Lima.". 

(c) Extracts from the materials submitted by the Government of the 
United States of America, dated 8 December I 9 8 O . 

"Officials of the Garcia Meza régime have threatened with harm, beaten, 
robbed and harassed non-Bolivians they considered 'extremists' or accused them 
of e.ctivities against the régime. In the case of several representatives of an 
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internationaJ. labour ox-gsnizaiion who were arrested while visiting Bolivia with 
the full Inowledge and consent of Gaxcia Heza, interior ministry officials 
not only ahu.sed them, struck one of them in front of the others and later 
severely beat him alone, but also robbed them ol' their money and other 
personal iocuments and possessions.". 

(d) Extrstcts from the materials submitted by the Government of Sweden 
dated 7 November I 9 8 O . 

"Pursuant.to tliis request, I .have the honour to inform you that a Swedish 
non-officia4 .delegation visited Bolivia in September 1980. The delegation • • 
noted that union lea„ders have been hit hard by the oppression and many of the-
leaders are now imprisoned, e.g. Mr. Juan Lechin, Secretary-General of the 
Confederation of Trade Unions (COB) and Mr, Simon Peyes, Head of the 
Miners' Union. COB is novf forbidden and its headquarters ha.ve, so far, been 
partly demolished.". 

(e) Extracts from, the materials submitted by the International Commission of 
Jurists dated 8 January I 9 8 I . 

"The trade -•jnions probably constitute the sector that is hardest hit. 
Neither the righi; of association nor other trade union rights are respected. 
On 1 7 July, the new government banned all trade union and XDOlitical activity, 
even before passing any laws to this effect. The stadements made by the 
Generals, and tho first governmental proclamation, refer to proposed new 
trade union and. labour legislation, and to a stadute for the political parties, 
with a. view to 'normalizing' these emotivities. The right to strike is also 
prohibited. At the end of July, a decree was enacted suspending all trade 
union officials, in other xrords, removing union officiads at all levels 
(factory committees, unions, federadions, confederations) from the posts to 
x-fhich they x-rere elected. 

The only trade union organizadion noxr is the so-called Workers' 
Confederation - Central d,e TraJjaJadores - x-rhich doss not represent the x/orkers 
but follov/s the military line. During the Banzer régime, Labour Co-ordinators 
had been appointed in place of the umion lead-ers to look adtsr the interests of 
the vrorkers. These Co-ordinators disa^ppeared in 1 9 7 8 j x-fnen the unions 
recovered their irights. They have nox-j rea.ppeared as officials of the 
Central de Trabajadores. 

On 3 0 July, a government decree instituted the 'Patriotic Service of 
the State' clearly inspired by an eaaclier decree enacted by'Banzer in 1 9 7 4 ? 
which was subsequently abarogated. This decree obliges adl citizens xdthout 
exception to perform, the x-rork or tasks entrusted to them by the Supreme 
Government on pain of 'punishsnent for contempt'. The obligation must be 
complied xrith, whetlier the persons concerned axe unemplojred, oi" x/ork in the 
public or privsde sector. It is 8, Ibat designed to invalidade the right to 
strike. The penalties include imprisom-nent,". 

(e) Extracts from the m^aterials submdtted by the Government of the 
United States of America, dated 8 Dece'ra.ber I 9 8 O . 

"La.bour unions have been prohibited from continuing their work. The 
régime also x-dthd'rew its recognition of previous la„bour leaders and began 
to appoint nexf leaders from lists requested from tlie x-rorkers at every xrork 
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place. There are reports that some o f those selected as new 'Relacionadores 
Lahorales' (Ste.te-appointed Labowr Co-ordina,tors) ware not even listed on the 
rosters provided by the workers i\t some fei,ctories. I'laxLj labour leaders have 
been ea-rested, soiaght asĵ lum at Emb.^issies, left the ccwntry on their ovm, lost 
their jobs, err are in hiding. Union fundus were frozen by the régime. The 
régime does not allow collectiv^e bar-geining and workers do not have the 
rights to strike,". 

Articles 6-11; concerning recognition of persons before the la.w, entitlement to 
equal- protection of the law, right to effective remeddes, freedom from arbitrary 
arrest', detention or exile, right to a felr and public hearing and right to the 
presumption of innocence 

It is alleged in the matériels that there is a lack of proper juid.icial process. 
The right of habeas cornus, grsnted. by the Constitution, has been routinely ignored. 
People were arrested even by paramnlitaaT groups, plaiced in'-pidson or in 
concentraition camps where they sta.yed for long period.s xrithout trials, 

Extraxts from the submissions of the above allegaAions are contained in the 
following madceri aj s -

(a) Extra.cts from the miaterials submitted the Government of the 
United States of America, dated 8 December I98O. 

"The Security Forces and the paramilitary units act under the orders of 
the President, the Interior Minister, or the Chief of the Armed Forces G-2. 
Their excesses can be considered to ha,ve full governm.ent sanction and .their 
perpetrators enjoy total immunity from prosecution. ', ' . 

"Since Jul;/ persons accused of anti-régime sentiments or activities hai,ve 
been axrested and held without charge for longer period-s than the constitirfcion 
allows. The right of habeas cornus has been routinely ignored by officials 
of the present system. 

"Régime figures on the number of d.etainees are highly suspect. The;" 
fluctuate because persons arrested may be released, within a few dsrfs without 
the regime's revising its detention figures. Some persons a . r r e 3 t e d ma,y be 
released routinal;^. There au'-e also detainees in the Eastern lowlands regions 
who have never been inclu.ded .in the regime's official figures announced in 
early Septembeiw Spokesmen for the régime do not agree on the number's of 
detainees; Interior Minister Arce asserted in Augu.st the number of detainees 
did not exceed 5QO persons wh.ile days later the Secretary to the President 
told a foreign newsman the number of persons detained ai the time did not 
exceed 2,500.", 

"Generally, no e:;qjlanation is given to people detained by either the 
securit;'- forces or the poxamilita.rj'' units. In some cases detainees ha.ve been 
told the;- hael been arrested for suspected connections v.dth 'inter-national 
extremism' or for opposition to the régime. Father Julio Tumiri, President 
of the Bolivian Human Rights Assembl;/ (piUR) j was aj^rested shortly aater the 
coup and no charges were placed â gainst him. La.bour lecid.ers such as 
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JiisTL Lecliin end Simon Reyes sa-e considered 'dangerous' to the present political 
scheme.' , Newsmen such" as Albert Brun aiid riai-y Helen Spooner'\rere 'accused of 
e:cporting'lies about' the régime. Methodist'Bishop-Emeritus'îîortimior Arias 
was detained for suspected linlcs i/ith 'extremists'. Many foreign 
Roman Catholic Missionaries have been detained because theix" 'v/ork with 
Cajnpesinos and I-Iiners ma.de them suspect to the Ga-rcia Heza, regime.". 

(b) Extracts from tho materiais subjiitted by the Government of Sxreden 
dated 7 November I 9 8 O , 

"According to the delegation many persons X'/ero tortured soon after the 
coup. The group xdio xras ax-rested xrhen CONADE held, its emergencjr meeting had 
to spend 24 hours in a stable x-ithout being permitted to move. If one made 
a slight movement, he or her x-.ras immedia.toly punished. In the ba.semento of 
the Ministry of Interior and the bxailding of the Supreme Command of tho 
ii-rmed Forces, prisoners x-rare tortured and even drugs x.uere used. In the 
province'" of Boni, in northern Bolivia, ' a concehtr'aiio'n' csinp-has been cônstnxcted. 
It is meant for miners and faxmers in oppô'si'tion. It is haxd to find out hox-r 
msiij politico.! prisoners there are. . It could be, says the delegation, as 
many at 1 , 0 0 0 or 2 , 0 0 0 . Hoxjover, it is possible, that some kind of amnesty 
for demonstrators etc. vrill be issiied x-iithin a short period of time. 

A.bout tx.î-enty clergymen x-/ere arrested. Most of them ha.ve nox-r been 
•released but there are persons x.̂ho have been x-jorking for the above-mentioned 
Paxish of Human Rights and CONABE x/ho are still in prison.". 

(c) Extracts from the materials submitted by the InternationaJ League for 
Human Rights, dated 1 0 Becember 1 9 8 0 . 

' "Soon after the July 1 7 coup, tho nox-r militaxy régime imprisoned large 
numbers of individ.ua.ls. Most x/ex-e released sevex-o,! months later altho-ugh 
they never ha.d been charged or tried. The Pci'manent .assembly of Hu.man Rights 
in Bolivia estim.ated at least 1 , 5 0 0 ari-ests. Among those 8.rrested x-rere trade 
union leaders, members of chux'ch, student, an.d human rights gx-oups, and 
opposition'politicians in the countryside, mining regions and cities.". 

(d) Extracts from, the materia.!s submitted by the V/om.en's Intex-nationa,! 
Bemocx'-atic Fedex-ation (v-ZIDP"̂  

"These measux''es and the establishment, a.ftei- the July coxxp d'état 5 of foux" 
concentra.tion camps in the Bolivian jungles, according to repox-ts from formex" 
prisonex'-s in those camps, constitute fux-ther pi-oof of tho despera.-fcion of the 
perpetx-a.tors of the coup- caused by their Internationa.! isolation and the 
grox-ing resistance of the Bolivian people, x-.rho have not I'osigned themselves to 
their fa.te. ". 

l/IDF x-equests 

"the elimination of the concentx-ation caxmps, x-rhich talce mankind back to the 
era of Hitlerism x-jlxicli v/as -chough-b to be a thing of the past.". 

file:///rere
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Aiiicls-Jkii (l.),, Svoî o,ne..,,nas the right tc ireedom of inpvenient and residence within 
the herders of each State; L2L_EveryoneJias_yi^^ 
JJlcll^Mlilili^.^^ 

The following is an extract from the ma.terials submitted by the Government of 
the United States'of America, dated 3 Ueccmljer I9GO. 

"Bolivians are iiot presently alloxfod to travel freel;/ witliin their own 
country. There are many citizens that have been internally banished to 
dAotar.t towns in the interior of the country (re si den ci ados) vdio cannot retiirn 
to thc-ir hommes. There are ail so many Bolivians wh.o haid to leave the country 
bccaasc of the political intolerance of-the Garcia Heza. régime. Others may 
be facing that fade soon as the' régime seeks to improve its soiled. ima.ge 
abroaid by exiling a number of its political prisoners.". 

Article I 9 ; Concerning the_right to freedom of oninion and e;q^ression,'the right 
l^-scel£i^cceive andJ^2a£lJji"o^giation 

It is alleged in the materials submitted that the right to freedom of opinion M 
or eDqiression 'has been suppressed throughout Bolivia since the milita.ry coup " 
of 17 July 1530. The following is an extract from the materials submitted by the 
International Beag'.ie for Human Rights, dated 10 j')ocember 1930 

"... every individual h.a,s the right to seek, receive, and impart informaAion 
and ideas of all kinds. The Bolivian régime continues to violate this 
fimdamental right tiirough. governrnientoA restrictions on the activities of the 
ind_epende.nt pi-ess and. strict supervision and censorship of the i/ork of 
reporters. A namber of media organizaAions, if not forced to close entirely,' 
a.re forced to operate with govorriiaent restraints. The weekly A qui ha.s been 
officially closed since the coup, after its offices were destroyed. 'Radio 
Eides' "and 'Radio'.ininu.s' , "two radio staiions, also suffered 'the same fate. 
All the- I'adio staiions in the mining area;,s have aiso been closed down. Those 

. ' incl'ude Radio San "Gaîloriol, Radio Fanamericana, Radio Continental, and 
Radio Pio XII. In addition, the Catholic ne\fspaper Presencia has been x-rorking 
mder very strict officiad, cenecrship, and 'onJw.'' recently has there appeâ red to 
be a loosening xith the rea^;>pearances of reports from international cable 
services. 

Journalists, as a. group, ha.ve been the taacge't of hara^ssment and repression. ^ 
Approximately 20 reporters have either been imprisoned or expelled from 
tjîe country in 'the recent months. Among them are Herails Olmos of the 
AsEOciaied Press; Edua.rdo Perez Irabarne of Agence-France Press; 
Huiiiberto Vacaflor, Mary Hiller Spooner of The Financial'Times; and Ray Bonner 
°- Hswsxfeek Ikigazino . " . 

The International Gomiaission of Jurists, submitted on 0 January 1931 the following 
informaiion on th.e sxdjject; 

"Freedom of e : q p r c 5 s i o n is virtuailly non-existent. As far as the press 
is concerned, although there is no formai system of pre-censorship, sanctions 
are imj)Osed in practice on journalists '\Aio venture to cri'ticize the methods of 
the au.'thori'ties or to report on clandestine activities. For the radio, on the 
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other hand J there is pre-censorship, Radio stations must give the îîinistry 
of Information in advance a vrrittsn version o f the teîets they intend to 
broadcast. Num.erous journalists have been persecuted and imprisoned. 
Colonel Luis Arce Gomez, one o f the strong men of tho regime, summoned the 
representatives of the national press to h o s i ' e threatening speech on idiat 
they i-raro forbidden to publish and o n the ssjictions they -rould incur if they 
did so. Gcveral foreign press correspondents -/ero arrested a n d eicpelled from 
Bolivia. In reply to the international protests about the detention for 
several days of tho correspondent o f Agence France Presse and u i s subsequent 
expulsion from the country, the government acciised him o f maintaining 
'contacts with subversion, publishing biased informa.tion, installing a telex 
without official authorization a n d intsrvieiing Sr. Silos Luaao, a leader 
of the underground opposition ... ' . As already mentioned the p r e E i i s e s w"ere 
invaded of tho radio station, San. Gabriel, of the periodical Presencia and 
of the radio sta.tion Fides, in this c c i s o with the destruction of its equipment, 
and t h e raxtio stations of the miners wore destroyed.". 
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Letter dated 5 november 1980 Iron the Permanent Kep'.:esentative of 
Pqlivia to Jjie United Pajpionŝ  flf̂f!jr;S£99A- "to the Secretary-General 

In handing over personallj^ the note dated 09 October from Hie Excellency 
General Luis Garcia Ileza, President of the Republic of Bolivia, I uoiild request 
yovi, on instru-ctions from' my Government, to arrange for this note to be 
circulated to all 1-ienber' States as am official document of the Crenerad Assembly 
under agenda item. 12, 

(Signed) Pe3:nando OPTIZ SAHG 
Ambasoo.dor 

Permanent Représentât.ive 
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.AÎÎÎIE: 

JIUTTEE DATEE 20 OGTOBSE 1930 ERCîi TIE! PRESIDEilT OF THE EEPUBLIC ; 
. OE. BOLIVI/i ADDRESSED TO THE SE GRE TARY-GENERA L • 

I liave the honour to refer to the cordial trlk vhich you had uith the 
îîinister of Eoreig;n Relations of Bolivia on 9 Octoher last. Thi;:- :raŝ  a suitable 
occasion for him to give you a brief account of the origins, purposes and basic 
policy of the Government of national Reconstruction of Bolivia. 

I consider it appropriate at this time to confirm all thet \ j a s said on that 
occasion by the Bolivian Foreign minister. General Javier Gerrutc Calderon, and 
for my part, to refer, to cej:tain matters I feel are important to clarify the 
nature o f the Government over irhich 1 have t h e honour to preside. 

A number of official docuo.ents issued by the Goverrmient of Bolivia have 
already stated that liuman rights are respected in Bolivia unrestrictedly and in all 
cases uithin the frameirork of the laws regulating Bolivian society. 

1 wish to emphasize this point because of the high, esteem in -diich Bolivia, as 
a Member o f the 'Onitcd Hytions, holds the Organisation. I do no because the 
Government of iTational Rooonst : :aiaGion of Id-ie , d r m e d Forces uiohes to define clearly 
its basic vie\r of the social and historical content of ĥuman rights. 

E'e believe that these rights cannot be merely f o i T a a l , abst;cact and individual 
concepts, but must constitute real a n d specific rights forming p a r t of a broad 
Christian and l u i m a n i G t i,c outlook. This vie-.- is confirmed in the preamble of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which ueocribes t h e m "as the highest-
aspiration of the common people"' and it is also confirmed in niany General Assembly 
resolutions, including resolution 52/15O of 16 December 1977, which s t a t e s thoit 
"All iTimian riglits ... are in'berrelated and indivifjible". 

My government considers as humam, social and liistoric rig]M;s those vdiich are 
armed a t establishing better conditions of life f o r dependent peoples and -those 
vkiich a i r e aimed a.t guia.î'a.nteeing io the peo;ples a, life f : c e e of aJA'L forms of -pillage 
and e::ploi-i;ation, "bhe achievement of fair prices for their raw materials and 
monoproduotr;, i . e . at t h e achievement of b h e basic desire of conouering poverty 
a,nd backwardness, a ri;-;h-b on which, a l l t h e others depend. 

This is our integral conception of Iruman ri(dito. Acoordingly, \re cannot 
disregard any question related to individual righto, whetrier political amd cj.vil, 
idiich affect the dignity of men a n d :romen. 

If, for compelling : c e a . G o n s , v-e are .forced d-arin,g' "bhe lives of ou:..- ipeoples t o 
adopt, against our i-ill and wi-bh the majriimmi possible caution, preventive measures 
to -npheld public order and avoid useless oFasheo, -i,'e do so \fitb the a.bsolute 
aosuramce of i.nterpreting the -wishes of t h e great national majorities, for the 
benefit o f domestic peace a n d w i - b k t h e conviction t h a - b such measures xAll be 
maintained f o a - the pe:,"iod strictly neceosaiy to consolidate ttie normfj,l wo:d:ing of 
our institut i on s. 

file:///fitb
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Thio consolidation has been achieved and we now have the satisfaction of 
having completed the first stage in the attainment of our basic objectives. " e 
ha,,ve re-established peace, order caid peaceftil coexistence among Bolivians. The 
peaceful exercise of Ixuman ri;;hts in Bol'via, -.rithin t;ic integral conception of 
tho policj- we are followingj is now a reality. \Je are no-' in a position to build 
the ne-.r Bolivia;n denociaacy. 

Accordingly, and bearing in m.ind that this was one of j'-our concerns, I wish 
to state that my Government is ready to fix a date on xrlaich a delegation from the 
Commission on Human Sights may visit Bolivia so as to dispel once and for all the 
distorted picture vrhich biased infornants arc seehing to give of Bolivia in an 
effort to do harm to ray country. 

I thank you. fox joux attention to this matter and I take this opportunity to 
renew to you the a.ssurances of rnj highest consideration. 

(Sis •nea, J b o u i s GARCIA lE'M 
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AMEX II 

The Permanent Mission of the United States of America presents its 
compliments to the Secretariat of the United Nations and has the honor to refer 
to the Secretariat's Note No. G / S O 214 (39) dated 1? October 1980, concerning 
Resolution 23 (XXXIIl), of the Sub-commission on Prevention of Discrimination 
and Protection of Mincrities, requesting inform^ation on human rights violations 
in Bolivia. 

Enclosed is a copy of the response of the Government of the United States of 
America. 

The Permanent Mission of the United States of America avails itself of this 
opportunity to express the assurances of its highest consideration. 

Permanent Missinn of the 
United States of America 

Geneva Becember 8, 1980 
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Rei: United liationn ITote d o . G/SO 214 {l% Uatcd 1'/ d c r b r . b e v V)DO 

RecponeeD of the Govornnent of tl c United dtatee o f America,, to 
reooliition 25 (iGvAIIl) of the Eiib-commiooion on Prevention of 
jiiscrimination and Protection of liinorities-, concerning: the 

euection of human rights violations in bolivia 

On July 17, a vdlitary uprising' uao staged in Ouinidad, initiating the long 
threatened military take-over by Army General J u i o Garci.a l l e z a . Almost imuediately, 
the G-arcia Ileza regime began a systema/tic campaiiU:) of oppression .designed to gain 
control of 'the country and demolish t h e opposition. Hundreds of people vrere 
arrested, beaten and tortured. Pockets of resistance in khe mines ucre annihilated 
by the use of lank':, straffing Ilelicoutejrs, a:nd aerial bombardment. 

A curfou i:as imposed and vigorously enforced 'Gh.roughout "bhe country. The 
regime abolished I-abour Unions, established press censorship, and prohibited 
''una.uthorized meeting!'. Okie regime arrested scores of foreign Priests and 
Missiona .r ies, detailed a,nd ejrpelled maany fojaoigii corraosxoondents, and m.a.,de add 
foreia;ners residing in Bolivia register uith the Hinictcr of Interior. The 
Garcia îleza regime has attemi;ted to discredit internationally recognised human 
rights institutions diick have reported on ongoing abuses, and threatened ga:'oups 
from international labor organizations such as the Inter-.dicrican Regional 
Organization of dorkers (O R I T), The International Confederation o f Grec Trade Unions 
(IGFTU), The Latin American 'Jorkers Confederation (GTAT) and The dorld Confederation 
of Labor (dCb) by arresting or mistreating their representatives uhen they visit 
Bolivia to ascertain the state of human idglits observa;nce. 

Host Boliviaan asylees \dio sought refuge in Biplomatic dissions in La Paz, 
including for-mer President Gueiler, ucre adloued to leave Bolivia only after long 
delays; the regime has not accounted for all political prisonersj undisciplined 
paramilitaj?y and security forces continue to arrest, beat, and torture people, 
narcotics tradfickrng con'binues vdth the alleged asGis'bance of hiighly-placcd regime 
officiads; and Garcia d c z a seems no closer to allouing Bolivians to choose 'bheir 
o\m leaders - at one point declaring he uould stay in povrer for as long: as 
necessary. 

There are reliable reports by eyeui'bnesses of sadistic and methodical beating 
of blindfolded prisoners by masked officiods a'b t h e dinistry of Interior and Armed 
Poroes G-2 offices' in lia Paz since ' t l - o July l b ' takeover. hîcn and uomen have been 
routinely subjected to jArysi.cal and raental abuse t o force 'bhem to ;diplioade themselves 
and o'thers believed to be unf:dendl;'- t o 'bhe reg:Lme, t o ])unich them for 'bheir political 
beliefs or laboi:> union association, and at time for sheer sadistic sport by 
inebriated paramilitaries. klecbric current iras being applied a s late as 
Geptember to prisoners t o force confessions at the W : i n i 3 t r y o f Interior. 

The regime';; paramilitaries have a J . o o threatened t h e families of individuals 
in hiding idth beatings, X'ape, and dea'bh unless they report on "the idiereabouts of 
their loved ones. Police officials and rkdbtary officers liave pistol-idiipped or 
beaten individuals for failure to cooperate uidi bhem. These abuses have been 
carried out against both Bolivi.anc and non-Bolivia:no. 
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Officinle o f t h o Goxci". Mezn regin... ha-/e thr.:;ntonecl with h a r m , heatsn, robbed 
and harrassed non-Boliviano they considered' "e:ctreniists'' or accused them of 
activities against the régime. In the c a s e of several rep:cesentatives of an 
international labor organizotion idio -^uerc arrested uhiile visiting Bolivia i/ith 
the full knowledge and consent o f Garcia Ilesa, interior m-inistry officials not 
only abused -uhemi, struc one of -Ghem. in front of the others and later severely 
bea/b him alone, but also robbed th .em. of their money and other personal documents 
snd possessions. 

The Garcia Mesa régime has systematically engaged in the abuse, both mental 
and physical, of its political prisoners'; ITewsmen and Clerics were made to lie 
down on manu.ro at the Anned Forces Iiesdquarters in h a Pas after their arrests. Even 
thou.gh Garcia Ilesa on SepteD.bor 1 6 denied tortuxing or abusing prisoners, since 
then eyewitnesses have reported watching paraanilitarios- beat blindfolded prisoners 
with rifle butts, pistols, and v à t h their hands. One eyewitness saw paramilitaries 
at the an:ied fo3:ces h e a d c m a x t e 3 : s beat and bu3:n xrith ci^carettes a young man as his 
father was made to watch. Otlier eyean,tnesoes in the interior of the cou.ntry 
reported seeing several hooded prisoners xfao h a d been beoten and buxned MI'UI 
cigaxetteo reportedly by ÎTaval personnel. Another witness 3:opo3:ted talking to a 
womcan in jail x.rho s a i d she l i a d been tor'bured xrith electric current applied to her 
genitals in an effort to meJce her reveal the namieo of her exiled Imoband's friends. 

The Secuxity Forces and the p c x 3 m i i l i t o,ry units a.ct U t n d e r the orders of the 
President, the Interior Minister, or the Chio.̂  o f the Arraed Forces G - 2 . Their 
excesses can be considered to have full governm.ent sanction and their perpetrators 
enjoy t o t o J . im,munity from proseoirtion. 

Since July persons accused of ant3'--régim.e sentiments or activities have been 
arrested and held withou.t charge f o r longer periods tho;n the constitution allows. 
The r3..ghts of Ilaloeas Corpus hex- been roiitinoly ignored by officials of the present 
system.. 

Régim.e figrires on the number of deta.lnees are highly suspect. They fluctua.te 
beGa.use persons arjaested mo.y be released within a feu days irithout the 3régim.e's 
revising its detention figtires. Som.e persons arrested m.ay be released routinely. 
There' a.x-e' also detainees in the Ea.stern lo-̂ rlands regions who have never been 
included .in the regime's official figu.res annou.ncGd in early September. Spokesmen 
for the régime do not agree on the nuiiibe:cs of detainees; Interior Minister Arce 
assejrted in .lugust the n.'miber of detainees did not e::ceed 5 0 0 persons -i.rhile da.ys 
later the Gecret3,ry to the President told a fo3?eign newsman the nujtfoe:-'' of persons 
detained at the time did not exceed 2 , 5 0 0 . 

GenereJlj'-, no expla.nation is given to people detained by eitlier the sectirity 
forces or t h e pe„ram.ilitary units. In souie cases dete.-inees have b e e n told they had 
b e e n o.r3?ested for suispected connections with "inter-national extremism" or for 
opposition to t h e ro.gime. Father Ju.lio Tuaairi, President of t h e Bolivian Human 
Rights Assembly (P A H R ) , w a s arrested shortly o„fter t h e cou.p a n d no charges were 
placed against h.im.. LoJjor leaders such a s J u a n Iiechiln a n d oimon Reyes are 
considered "dangeroiio" to t h e p:cescnt politico.l s c h e r i O . Ileirsmien such s.o Albert Brun 
and Mary Helen Spooner were accused of exporting lies elJou.t the régime. Methodist 
Bishop-Emeritus Mortimer Arias xras detained for stispected links with ''e::tremists". 
Many foreign Roman Catholic Missionaries have b e e n detained becaiise their work 
i-rith Campesinoo a n d Miners m.ade them suspect to t h e Gaarcia Mesa régim-e. 

http://manu.ro
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I'.liile the régime ostensibly permits its citizens to worship as they wish, 
many priests. Ministers and Missionaries have been arrested on suspicion of either 
espousing ideas contrary to official policy or thej have been "accused of 
co-operating with "extremists''. Church services have been interi?upted. Priests 
and nuns have been arrested and beaten, and many have haxl either to flee the • 
country, seek asylum at the Peqoal ITunciattire, or go into hiding, church bu.ildings 
ha.ve been broken into and searched without warrants. 

Labor Unions have been prohibited from continuing their work. The régime 
also withdrew its recognition of previous labor leaders and began to appoint nevi 
leaders from lists requested from the workers at every work place. There axe 
reports that some of those selected as new "Relacionadores Laborales" (sta.te-
a.p-pointed Labor Co-ordinators) were not even listed on the rosters provided by the 
workers at some factories. Many labor leaders have been axrested, sought asylum-
at Embassies, left the country on their oim, lost their jobs, or are in hiding. 
Union funds were frozen by the régime. The régime does not aJlow collective 
bargaining and workers do not ha.ve the rights to strike. 

Bolivians are not presently allowed to travel freely within their ovm country. 
There are ma.ny citizens that have been internally banished to distant tovms in the 
interior of the country (residenciados) who cannot return to their, homes. Thei-e 
are also many Bolivians who had to leave the country beca.use of the political 
intolerance of the Gaxcia Meza régime. Others may be facing that fate soon as the 
régim.e seeks to improve its soiled im.age abroad by exiling a number of its political 
prisoners. 

The régim.e did permit the visit of repi"esentatives of the International Labor 
Organisation in October a.nd attempted to use the visit to shov that accusations 
against it aioroad irere false. • The ILO representatives met with representatives of 
the régim.e, supporters of Garcia Meza now in La.bor Union positions, and with 
representatives of the Pro-Coup private employers a.ssociation. Ifiien they visited, 
two detained labor leaders they were not a.llox/ed to speak to them alone. All 
press statements concerning the visit were made by régime spokesmen. 

The régime of Garcia Meza has set back the process of a retu.rn to Democracy in 
Bolivia., perhaps for years, and pla.Ged in jeopa.rdy the Human Rights of its citizens. 
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Permanent Hission of Prance to the 
United Nations Office at Geneva 

Itef Jdo. p71 

Sir, 

In his letter G;'SO 214 (39) of 17 October 1980, the Secretary-General of 
the United Hâtions requested the French Government to provide the Division of 
Human Rights with information on violations of human rights in Bolivia, in 
application of resolution 23 (iCXJlIII) of the Sub-Commission on Pj."evention of 
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities. 

Below, I have the honour to conmiunicate my Government's reply and would 
be glo.d if you would arrange for its distribution, despite its le.te a.i'rival. 

The French Government considers that the Cub~Cowaission is not com.petent, 
within the limits of its mandate, to institute - or get the commission on 
Htiman Rights to institute - a review of the hiaiian rights situation in a particular 
countr;'-. It can be apprised of su.ch situabcions only in application of procedure 
1503 or on the initiaacive of the Comnilssion. 

As a.n organ composed of experts acting in a personal capacity, it cannot 
address requests directly either to governments, or to intergovernmental 
organizations, whether world-wide or regional. This is a perogative which organs 
composed of exxoerts acting in ai, personal c0.p3.city possess only if they have been 
established by multilateral tzcoaties, that is to say, by covena.nts or conventions 
which are binding, by definition, on States Parties alone. 

A governm.ent can, without infringing the principle of non-interference, 
provide information on die huiman rights situ.ation in a country other than its own, 
and at the express request of a competent intergovernmental institiition, but the 
matter must then remain confidential, at least in the initial otaige. 

Accept, Sj.r, the assurances of my highest considera.t;Lon. 

(Signed) 
Jacques le BLAÏÏC 

Acting Perma.nent Representative of 
France to the Office of the 

United Nations at Geneva 

http://c0.p3.city
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' rjtocl-Jiolm, ïToveraber '/ lyOO 

ITI3TRY FOR ROLîSIGïT AFFAIRS 

By letter of Ootober 17, 19S0, the Sccreto,ry--G-eneral of the United Uations 
a,sked the Swedish Minister for Fore.ign Affairs to forirard, to yoti lox t r a n s i D i t t a l to 
the Comiîiission ,on Urjuan Rights, recent and reliable informoAcion on viola.tiono of 
human rights in Bolivia in accordance with operative pajragraph 3 of "the Sub- . 
Commiission ' s resolution 23 (iFGxIIIj entitled "Question of -the violation of h u r a a n 
rights and fundamental f i r e e d o F i S in any p 3 , r t of tlie world, u â t h "pa.rticular reference 
to colonial a,nd other dependent countries and territorie 

PuLrsuant to this request, I have the honour: -'00 inform you that a Siredioh 
non-official delegation visited Bolivia, in September l>uO. The delegation noted 
that union leaders have been hit r̂ ard by the oppression and ciany of the leaders are 
now imprisoned, e.g. L"r. Juian Lechin, Secretairy-General of the .Confederation of 
Trade Unions (C 0 B ) .and Mr, Simon Reyes, Head of the Miners' Union. G 0 B is now 
forbidden a.nd its headqua.rters have, so far, been ;partly demolished. 

Rev. Julio Tumiiri, Hea,à of tlie Parish of Huinem Rights, is still in prison 
despite his age aand bad health., 

The delegation has further stated the following. 

During' 1930 until the coup d'état ~ religious and union groups, as well as 
most of the political xiarties ha-.d a veiy successfuil o o - O T j e r a t i o n within the oomi'iittee 
on Maintaining the Democracy (OOilADp). The first actions by the new leaders were 
concentrated totfards the Government .building and .the COïPlDE. Mlien the committee 
held an emergencjr m.eeting aub this time, the aJjove .mentioned persons, as well as 
Mortim.er Arias, a bish.op of the Msthodis'^. church, were /arrested. 

Instituitions deali.ng urith social and econom.ical development .in certain rural 
districts were also suffering from actions taken by the new loaders. One of the 
institutions, CLDOB, woicking x/ith social a;nd economiceJ documentation and analysis 
xja.s 

About twenty clergyraen irere arrested. Most of them, have now been released 
but there are persons who have been 'working for the a.bove m.entioned Parish of 
Human Rights and" COMDE i.lio axe still in prison. 

Accordijig bo the delegatian î i iny .persons wore burbured soon a.ft;..r 'bU= coup. The 
group lAio'i.ras axrested urhen COM'iDE îield its em.ergenc3r meeting Iiad to spend 24 hours 
in a stable xiithouit being permitted to 'm.ove. If one made a slight laovement, he or 
she iras inmiediately punished. In the ba.sements of the îîinistry of Interior and 
the Irailding of the Sui/preme Comnmnd of the Arned Forces, prisoners ifere tortured 
and even drugs irere used. In the province of Beni, in northern Bolivia, a 
concentra.tion camp haus been constructed. It is neamt for miners and farmers in 
opposi'bion. It is hard to find oub hoi/ many politicaJ. prisoners there ax'e. It 
could be, sâ ys the delegaubion, a,s raamj'' a.s 1000 or 2000. However, it io possible 
that some kind of amxesty for demonstrators etc., will be issued within a short period 
of time. 

I avail m.ysslf of this opportunity to rencu' to you, Sir, the assuirances of 
my high consideration. 

Hans Bjork 
Acting Head of the Legal Depaxtm.ent 


