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Coiaaioeion on Ilunian Ein;hts 

1 . In i t s i -esolut ion 50 ( A X A V I ) , ac'op.ted on 1 1 îi-.rch 1980, the Comiisoion on 
Human R i g h t s , i n t o r alia^, requested -the ос ore t a r y - G o n e r a l , in casGt; гАюге 
l a r g e - s c a l e exoduses uecome a n a t t e r of i n t e r n a t i o n a l concern and s o l i d a r i t y , to 
cons ider e s t a b l i s h i n g d i x o c t c o n t a c t s vjith the appropriai;c go-rorimentn to a s s e s s 
the r e l a t i o n s h i p s Det\;een tlie situai: ' .on and f u l l en joyaent of human rirlvL'Sj and to 
make concrrjte rccoranondations f o r аЕюНоглtivîg such s i t u a t i o n s . In paragraph 5 01 
the same rœsolu i o n , the 3ecrGtarj i - -G-enorj l i/as requested ^ -.liere i.'ax'ranted, to submit 
t o the next s e s s i o n of the Couiuissionj or General Assembly, a s ^appropriate , a 
summary of h i s f i n d i n g s and зге commendations t o a s s i s t governments in r e s t o r i n g f u l l 
enjoyment of human r i g h t s . 

2. Follo\iing the adoption o f r e s o l u t i o n > 0 ( A X A V I ) , the General Assembly, a t i t s 
t h i r t y - f i f t h s e s s i o n , adopted, v/ithout a v o t o , r e s o l u t i o n 55/196 on 15 Poccmbor 1980, 
e n t i t l e d ''I-lass exoduses ' ' . This r e s o l u t i o n , j y i t e r ¿ilia. , expTCssed deep concern a t 
the continued i n c i d e n c e s of l a r g e - s c a l e exoduses and displacements of popu3.at.ionc 
and a t the r e s u l t i n g hardships and problems of the persons and Dta/bes concerned. 
I t a l s o endorsed the reques t s contained in Commission on Human Rights 
r e s o l u t i o n 50 ( X X A V I ) and requested the Commission to ''examine the repor t of the 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l to be submitted to i t a t i t s n e x t sess ion and on the leasts of t h a t 
repor t to make :cecommendations f o r f u r t h e r a c t i o n " . Moreover, the General Assembly 
decided to cons ider t h i s quest ion a t i t s t h i r t y - s i x t h s e s s i o n under the item 
e n t i t l e d ''Report of the Fconomic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l " . 
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3. In a r e l a t e d ac t ion^ the General Assembly adopteci on 1 1 БесеглЪег 1980-' 
r e s o l u t i o n 35/124 e n t i t l e d ' ' I n t e r n a t i o n a l Co-operation to a v e r t new f lows of 
r e f u g e e s " . This r e s o l u t i o n s 2:IÚ!£ILBHÍÍ i n v i t e d a l l Mcmter S t a t e s to convey to-
the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l t h e i r comrjonts and sug.' jestions on t h i s , mat ter and . to 
f a c i l i t a t e the re turn of those rciuQ;ees \:ho \¡ish to do so . - I t ^ a l s o rociuested the • 
Secre tary -Genera l to repor t to the th-^-^ty-sixth sess ion of the General Assembly 
f o r i t s f u r t h e r exaüinat ión and thorourjh study, the viev/s, conirnonts and 
suggest ions expressed by Ibinœr S t a t e s . 

4. In a l l s i t u a t i o n s of i n t e r n a t i o n a l concern, the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l , in 
accordance with h i s œ s p o n s i b i l i t i e s under the Charter and \.'ith any , : :psc i f ic 
iiiandate given to hii:i by a r e l e v a n t United Nations organ, seeks to f a c i l i t a t e 
s o l u t i o n s a s vjell a s to a l l e v i a t e huEîan s u f f e r i n g . The S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l does t h i s 
in a var ie t i/ of v/ays, f o r example, through c o n t a c t s and c o n s u l t a t i o n s with the 
p a r t i e s concerned, through e x e r c i s e : of h i s good o f f i c e s and through appeals f o r 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l a s s i s t a n c e . 

5. The r o o t causes of s i t u a t i o n s involv ing raass exoduses , are o f ten very complex. 
They raay r e l a t e to p o l i t i c a l or M i l i t a r y c o n f l i c t s , i n t e r n a l or e x t e r n a l , to c i v i l 
s t r i f e , p e r s e c u t i o n or o ther forras of v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s , be thej c i v i l and 
p o l i t i c a l or econoraic, s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l r i g h t s . In seeking to be of a s s i s t a n c e 
in such s i t u a t i o n s the Secre tary -Genera l uses the methods which he considers are 
the most appropr ia te f o r each s i t u a t i o n . In so f a r a s the roo t causes of mass 
exoduses are concerned, the So ere ta ly-Gene r a l o f t e n d i s c u s s e s them in h i s c o n t a c t s 
and c o n s u l t a t i o n s with the p a r t i e s concerned and, through the use of h i s good 
o f f i c e s , seeks to a l l e v i a t e the c ircumstances leading to such exoduses . The 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l a l s o seeks to support the humanitaria.n a.ssisto,nce a c t i v i t i e s of 
the United ITatiens High Commissioner f o r ï l e fugees . 

6. There are doubt less many s i t u a t i o n s in which mass exoduses are caused by 
d e n i a l s of human r i g h t s , and the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l dees not f a i l to po in t t h i s out 
in h i s c o n t a c t s and c o n s u l t a t i o n s with the p a r t i e s concerned, Hov/evcr, the 
S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l o f t e n f i n d s t h a t cons iderable caution needs to be e x e r c i s e d i n - t h e 
p u b l i c disclosure;- of the p r e c i s e substan-^e of h i s cont i ic ts -/ith Goveimments 
concerned, inc luding those on the nexus between mass exoduses and the f u l l enjoyment 
of human r i g h t s , so as to avoid p r e j u d i c i n g future c o n t a c t s and c l o s i n g the 
p o s s i b i l i t y of h i s being of a s s i s t a n c e in the future to the v i c t i m s of such 
s i t u a t i o n s . 

7. F o r the inforcmation of the members o f the Commission on Human R i g h t s , the 
Secretary-GeneroJ . w i s h e s , \.'ithout e n t e r i n g i n t o d e t a i l s of the s i t u a t i o n s involved, 
to say t h a t in r e s p e c t of r e c e n t s i t u a t i o n s of mass exoduses he h a s , v.diile 
supporting and a s s i s t i n g the a c t i v i t i e s of the United Hâtions High Commissioner f o r 
E c f u g e e s , a l s o adoptod various, approache s of h i s own i n c l u d i n g : c o n s u l t a t i o n s and 
d i r e c t c o n t a c t s \.iith the ipart ies concerned; the use of h i s good o f f i c e s , 
inc luding appeals to the p a r t i e s concerned; the des ignat ion of s p e c i a l 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s to fol low s i t u a t i o n s ; the d ispatch of i n t e r - a g e n c y m i s s i o n s ; 
personal v i s i t s to the a r e a s or reg ions concerned | and, the m o b i l i z a t i o n of 
humanita^rian a s s i s t a n c e , inc luding the covening of i n t e r n a t i o n a l conferences f o r 
t h i s puiTiosie. 
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8. The S e c r c t a i T - G e n e r a l i.'ichoG to r e f e r to the i n t r o L U c t . i o n to h i s Annual Report 
i n 1900, in v/hicli he expressed the vio\i t h a t 

' ' P o l i t i c a l and hunani tar ian f a c t o r s are soraetiiaos d i f f i c u l t 
to separate . . . Unfor tunate ly E o s t o f the gi^eat human t r a g e d i e s of 
our time a r e deeply rooted in politic<:;]. ¿̂ nd r i J . l i tary devol.opraonto. 
This i s p a r t i c u l a r l y true of the var ious hum.:.nitarian demands of 
I n d o - C h i m . In the face of hum,an m.isery on the s c a l e which e x i s t s i n 
t h a t p a r t of the world, i t i s o s s c / t i a l to provide humanitarian 
a s s i s t a n c e even though a p o l i t i c a l s r l u t i o n h a s y j t to he found. 
I appeal to a l l Governments to understand t h i s dilemma and to 
support the humanitarian e f f o r t s of the United i la t ions system and 
a s s o c i a t e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l and -.-oluntary o r g a n i z a t i o n s to provide 
a s s i s t a n c e on a non-discr iminator j - b a s i s to the a f f l i c t e d c i v i l i a n 
po'pulation. Above a l l , therce i s a. need to make гепо\;ес e f f o r t s to 
move in the d i r e c t i o n of p o l i t i c a . l so t t loDonts \jhich w i l l a l l o ' j the 
agonized populat ions of t h a t tor tured region to look a t l a s t to a 
f uturo of pea со . 

"My second co];ii:iont сопсегпй the quest ion of s e c u r i t y . I t has 
u n t i l nov/ keen g e n e r a l l y i^^cceptod t h a t s e c u r i t y and peace-lceoping are 
p o l i t i c a l mat ters and separate from emergency humanitarian e f f o r t s , 
although p a s t exper ience has shov;n t h a t when the ti.'o have happened to 
coincide the humanitarian t a s k h a s loon g r e a t l y f a c i l i t a t e d hy the présence 
of peace-keeping o p e r a t i o n s . A rel^acively sm.al]. United iTations ipresence 
can have a calming e f f e c t on a v i o l e n t s i t u a t i o n out of a l l propor t ion to 
i t s numbers, armam.ents or m i l i t a r y c a p a c i t y . I ful j .y recognize the p o l i t i c a l 
and o ther complex i t ies involved. C l e a r l y the a u t h o r i t y of the S e c u r i t y Council 
mus't be r e s p e c t e d , and the p r i n c i p l e of n a t i o n a l sovereignty'' s t r i c t l y obse^rvod. 
On t h i s b a s i s , I b e l i e v e however, t h a t Ilomber S t a t e s might consider tho 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s of extending in some form tho O r g a n i z a t i o n ' s very considerable 
exper ience of peace-keening i n t o hur.ianitariíxn emergencies \.'hero condi t ions 
c a l l urgent ly f o r an element o f s e c u r i t y . ' ' 

9. The Secretary-Gonora^. i s of t h e vio\' t h a t through ¿rpproaches such a s those 
descr ibed above, he i s аЬ].е to bring h i s i n f l u e n c e to bear to the maximum e x t e n t 
p o s s i b l e . lío i s of the view t h a t f u r t h e r 1ш/еst igat ion or a r - t i c u l a t i o n of the 
nexus bet\;oen v i o l a t i o n s of human r i g h t s and mass exoduses a r e s u b j e c t s lihich may 
loe deserving of cons idera t ion by United l iat iono organs such as the 
Commission on Human R i g h t s \;ith a vioi; to devis ing appropriate , complementary 
approaches or procedur'es f o r derJJ_n[; with such s i t u a t i o n s , bearing in m.ind, 
however, the observat ions made in paragraph 6 above. 
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