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Ho te by the Secreta-ry-General 

1 . At its thirty-sixth session, in I 9 8 O , the Secretary-General submitted to the 
Comiîiission on Human Rights the updated medium-term plan for the human rights pi'ogra.nme 
for the period 1 9 8 O - I 9 8 5 (E/CH.4/Conf.Room Paper l), in connection with its 
consideration of the item, on "Further promotion and encouragement of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms 5 including the question of the prograjmne and methods of work of: 
the Commission ; alternative appirociches and ways and means within the United Hâtions 
system for improving the effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamenta,l freedoms". 

2 . The 8/btached is a draft of the jrelevcint section of the medium.-term plan for the: 
period 1 9 8 4 - 1 9 8 9 » Recommendations for changes 8xToT)ted by the Coimaission on 
Human Rights will be taken into accouait in revising this draft to produce the plan 
to be submitted to the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination (CPC ) 5 the 
Economic and Socia.l Council a,nd the Geners-l Assembly.-

3 . The CPC at its twentieth session requested l/ that the ŝ ttention of specia,lized 
intergovernmental bodies' reviewing the draft plans should be drawn to the following 
provisions of Gene-al Assembly resolution 31/93j in which the Â sserioly; 

"Requests the Secretary-Genere^l to take measures to involve more closely 
the sectoiral; functional and regionaJ programme-formala.ting organs in the 
planning and programiming process ; 

"Hrges those orga,ns to refrain from undertaking new a,ctivities not 
programmed in the medium-term plan and the subsequent programme budget 
unless a pressing need of an unforeseea,ble na.ture a,rises as determined by 
the Creneral Assembler; 

"Requests the Secretajy-Creneral to ensnare compliance with the planning 
and programme budgeting procedure referred to above." 

4 . The Secretary-General \j-ishos to draw attention to operative paragraph 2 (p ) 
of resolution 34/224 by which the General Assembly^ establishing guidelines for 
miedium-term planning in the United Hâtions ̂  sta.tes that "the planning process should 
make it possible to identify . . . â ctivities of maa-ginal utiliti'"" . 

1 / A / 3 5 / 3 8 5 paragraph 320 
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5 . In M s 3rGiDort to the General Assomhly at its thirty-fifth session on the 
identification of activities that have been completed or arc obsoletep of marginal 
usefulness or ineffective ( 1 / 0 . 5 / 3 5 / 4 0 ) , the oecrc;tary-GenGral recommended the 

elements for disconti-'̂ uation s following prograr 

Bu.dget section cand programjse Criteria â nd/or reasons used in this 
identification 

j23 . H-om.an rights 

Division of Hrumn Eights 

Programme : Huma.n rights activities 
Gubprogramme Is Implementation of 

international instru.-
ments and established 
: United, rfcitions loroGcd-
inres in the field of 
hujiian rights 

Programme element ; 

1 . 1 Implementing rcgiilax supcr-
,vision procedures 

Output ; 
(iii) Processing and publication of 

periodic reports received from 
States not parties to the 
International Covenants on 
Human Plights, as woll as from 
interna,tionaJ organizations, on 
measure, taken by them, to 
im.plement hman rignts 
(Economic and Social Council 
resolution IO74 (XXXIX)), 

(iv) Production of analytical 
summaries of the reports 
mentioned iramediately tibovo. 

(v) Arranging the meetings of a.nd 
providing assists,nce to the Ad 
Hoc Committee of the"Commiission 
on Periodic Pieports (only a 
part of the output). 

These reporting procedxiros were 
initially introduced in Economic and 
Social Council resolution lOTzlC (XXXIX) 
and subsequently modified in Economic 
and Social Council resolutions 1 5 9 6 (L) 
of 21 liay 1 9 7 1 and 1 9 7 8 / 2 0 of p îîay 1 9 7 8 . 
In spite of the discussion of the subject 
at the session of the Ad Hoc Gonmiittee 
on Periodic Reports hold in Jantiary-
Pebruary 1 9 7 9 (E/CII.4/1304, paras. 1 1 - 1 2 ) , 
those nroceduresj in the opinion of the 
Secretary-General, yielded modest results. 
They shouild be considered to be of 
ma.rginal usefulness and somê /hat 
ineffective. Therefore their 
discontinua,tion should be considerecl 
(m-arglnal and ineffective). 

6 . In compliance with the guidelines laid down in G-eneral Assembly 
resolution 3 4 / 2 2 4 , the Socretary-Genoral brings .to the attention of the Commission on 
Human Eights the follcwing activity which may also bo considered as obsolete, of 
marginal usefulness or ineffective, and iiùght be terminated: the analytical simmary 
of reports submitted by States parties to the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights (A/53/6/Rev,l, vol. I, paras. 9 . 1 1 - 9 . : 7 ) . 
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7 . The Secretary-C-eneral ralso wiclies "fco recall General Assembly resoKition 32/206 

which, in section I, pa,ragra,;:;Ji 3 ; 

''.S£3iiS£325 such Ijodies (f-anctional, aectoral a.ncl regional) to loropose 
through the Gomiaittee for Programme and Co-ordination, relative prioritieo 
to be accorded to the various subprogranraes within their respective fields 
of competence." 

The proposals of the Coiniîiission on Hvoiian Rights on these priorities will be 
transmitted to the Committee for PrO;graiîime <and Co-ordination, 

8. As is the case with the progra-mjne budget, the approval of the medium-term, 
plan is a. nrorogativo of the Gencra.1 Assom.bly. 
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liajor programme; Political^ Legal and Hiimanitarian Plan form 2 

Organizational unit; Division of Human Sights 

Programme ; Human Rights 

A. General orientation of the prograprme , 

The Charter of the United Hâtions includes among the purposes of the 
Organization the achievement of international co-operation in solving international 
problems of an economic, social, cultural or humanitcbrian character and in promoting y 
and encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for all without 
distinction as to race, sex, langtiage or religion. Article 1.3 of the vCharter provides 
for the General Assembl/'s initiating studies and making recommendations for the 
purpose of promoting international co-operation in t.he economiic, social, cul'feural, 
educational and health fields and assisting in the realization of human rights and 
fundam-entsol freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or 
religion. 

¥ith a viei.-r to the creation of conditions of stability ana v/ellbeing which are 
necessary for pea.ceful and friendly relations am̂ ong nations based on respect for the 
principle of equal rights a.nd self-determination of peoples, Article 5.5 of the 
Charter entrusts the United Hâtions vn"-tii the task of promoting; (a) higher standards 
of living, full employment J a.nd conditions of economic and social progress and 
development; (b) solutions of international economic, social, health, and related 
problems; and international cultural and educational co-operation,'; and (c) universal 
respect for. and observance of, human rights, and fundamxcntal freedoms for all without 
distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion. A l l iïembers pledge themselves, 
under Article 5 6 ; to take joint and separate action in co-operation with the 
Organization for the achievement of the purposes set forth in Article 5 5 . 

The aforementioned Articles of the Cha,rter, together v.'ith pjolicies and procedures 
subsequently established by United Ha,tions organs, aUong v/ith the provisions of 
human rights instrumionts promulgated bj'- the United .Nations, provide the essential 
frameworks for the human rights nrogramme of the 'United Hâtions, 

In the conception of the Charter, the promotion and encouragement of respect 
for ïiuman, rights and fundamental freedoms for all was placed in direct relationship 
with the m.aintenance of internatio.ual peace and security and the creation of 
conditions for economic and social progress and development, . The interdependence 
between humain rights, pes.ce and development m.eans that freedom from fear and freedom 
fromi want belong as ffiuch to the heart of the concept of haman rights as political 
freedom.s. This samie interdependence assumes and requires that the v./ider recogrdtion 
and acceptance of the human factor be made the central them-e in all human endeâ vours. 
One of the m̂ ost im.porta,,nt challe.nges for the United Hâtions is the elaboration and 
implementation of approaches to"problems and strategies for solving them, which a,re 
based on respect for humian rights. Along with the new international economic order, 
the United Nations has to work for a nexv social and humian order enabling peoples and 
individuals to enjoy the rights which are basic 'to their e,xistence and development. 
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In its resolution 3 2 / 1 3 O . adopted on I 6 Deceniber 1 9 7 7 . 'the General Assembly 
decided that the cMOjoroach to lutin-'e work with respect to human rights questions 
within the United Ifetions system should take into a,ccount certain concepts, 
including the indivisibility, interdependence and inalienable character 0 1 all human 
rights and-i-unda.nentc'al freedoms; the need for sound and effective national and 
international policies of economic a,nd social development; the need for human rights 
çaestions to be examined globally, taking into account both the over-all context of 
the vaarious societies in v/hich they present themselves, as well as the need for the 
promotion of the full dignitj/' of the human joerson and the development and well-being 
of the society; the allocation of priority to the search for solutions to mass and 
flagrant violations of human rights of peoples and persons 5 the importance of the 
realization of the new international economic order as' P J I essential element for the 
effective promotion of human rights and fimdamental freedoms ; the paramount importance 
for tlae promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms for Member States to 
undeijtake specific obligations tlirough accession to or ratification of international 
instruments in this field; the need to take account of the experience and 
contribution of both developed and developing countries in work related to human 
rights and'fundamental freedoms. In its resolution 3 4 / 4 6 , adopted on 23 Ifovember I979, 
the General Assembly reiterated these concepts and emphasized the need to create 
conditions at the national and international levels for the full promotion and 
protection of the human rights of individuals and peoples, The Assembly also 
emphasized that the right to development is a human right and tlTa.t equality of 
opportunity for development is as much a prerogative of nations as of individuals 
within nations. 

In its resolution 3 4 / 1 7 5 , adopted on. 1 7 December I 9 7 9 , the General Assembly 
reaffirmed that mass and flagrajit violations of human rights are of special concern 
to the United Hâtions and urged the appropriate United Nations bodies, within their 
mandcites, particularly the Conmaission on Hu.maai Bights, to take timely and effective 
action in existing and future cases of mass and flagrant violations of human rights. 
Unfortunately, the international community still has not developed adequate ways and 
means of responding effectively to allegations of violations of human rights. This 
remains one of the basic challenges of the United Nations in the field of huma-n 
rights. Efforts must be continued and intensified in order to bring such violations 
to an end wherever they occur, A variety of approaches and of ways and means are 
called for in order to respond adequately to the exigencies of different situations. 
In this respect,, the exercise of the good offices of the Secretary-General in the 
field of human riglits assumes special significance, particularly in the light of 
resolutions 3 4 / 1 7 5 of the General Assembly, I 9 7 9 / 3 6 of the Economic and Social 
Council and 27 (XXXVl) of the Commission on Human Rights. The need to take timely 
and effective action in existing and future cases of mass and flagrant violations 
of human rights may be expected to be of acute relevancy in the humamn rights 
program-me during the medium-term period, bearing in mind the concerns evidenced in 
resolutions I 9 7 9 / 3 6 of the Economic and Social Council and 25 (XJKIIl) of the 
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Hiscrimination and Protection of Hinorities. 

By its resolution 34-/24s axlopted on 15 Ho'v̂ ember 1979? 't—e GeneraJ. Assembly 
proclaimed that the elimination of all forms of racism and discrimination based on 
race, and the attainment of the objectives of the Programme for the Decade for Action 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination and of the Programme of Action adopted by 
the ¥orld Conference to. Combat Eâ cism auid Racial Discrimination are matters of high 
priority for the international community and, accordingly, for the United Hâtions. 
In spite of vigorous efforts by the United Hâtions over the years, lai,rge groups of 
human beings still suffer from these unfortunate practices. In South Africa, racism 
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and racial discrimination take tlieir most pernicious forms in the abhorrent system of 
apartheid. The current Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Râ cial Discrimination 
I'lill come to maturity during the period covered by this medium-term .plan. It will be 
necesss»ry to assess the progress made and the problems outstanding a,nd to devise ways 
and means for continuing the struggle to eliminate racism, racial discrimination and 
apartheid. Guidance ma,y be expected in this regard from the second ¥orld Conference 
to Combat Racism and Ra.cial Discrimination, to be held in 1 9 8 3 . High priority will 
continue to be accorded to efforts tc identify persons or organizations rendering 
assistance to South Africa or collaborating with it. The need for adequate and 
effective recourse procedures available to victims of racism a,nd racial discrimination 
may be expected to continue as a major area of emphasis G.uring the medium-term period. 
It is envisaged that particular attention will also be paid to discrimination suffered 
by vulnerable groups, such as minorities, indigenous populations, migra-nts, children 
and women. 

In pa.ragra.ph 1 (g) of its resolution 3 2 / l 3 0 , the General Assembly stated that the 
standard-setting work in the field of human rights and the universal acceptance and 
implementation of the relevant international instruments should be encouraged. ¥ork 
is currently under way to elaborate further standâ rds in various fields and human 
rights organs will undoubtedly select other topics for standard-setting during the 
medium-term period. It may be apipropriate to observe, hox/ever, that standard-setting 
activities have become somewha;.t unx̂ lanned and unco-ordinated in recent years. The 
decision to elaborate standards on a subject is heavily dependent upon initiatives by 
individual governments and, in many instances, not enough consideration is given to 
the relative priorities of different subjects proposed for standard-setting activities. 
The existing stâ ndards or fields of competence of specialized agencies have also not 
been taken sufficiently into account in some instances. Simultaneous standard-setting 
activities on too many subjects often pose difficulties for governments and 
international or-ganizations. It will therefore be necessa.ry to develop more pla,nning 
and co-ordination of stamdard-setting activities. 

During the medium-term period, States which have not yet become pa.rties to the 
United Hâtions treaties in the field of hum.mn rights will be encouraged to ratify or 
accede to them as soon as possible, while those v/hich are already parties to such 
instruments will be encouraged, xrith the assistance of the supervisory bodies concerned, 
to fulfil their obligations under these instruments. It may be expected thâ t useful 
contributions to the further ratification of internationaJ instruments will be made by 
the Sub-Commission's working group on the ratification of international standards in 
the field of human rights. 

It limy also be expected that during the medium-term period the procedures of 
regu-lar review loj superx'isory organs, established in accordâ nce with the various 
international instruments on human rights will gain in breadth and depth inasmach as 
more States will a,ccept these international instruments â nd the dia.logue with States 
parties will become more intense ajid more directed. 

In cases where United Ifetions policy-ma.kin.g organs decide to create investigatory 
bodies of an ad hoc nature with respect to humaai rights situations, the objective of 
the United Hâtions is to esta.b'lisri the facts in the situations concerned, to alleviate 
the suffering of those whose rights are infringed upon and to contribute to thé 
restoration of human rights. Other TJrocedures of a more specific nature have been 
established by the United Hâtions for tlie consideration of ..violations of human rights. 
They are designed to ensure that the bodies established thereunder, may examine 
situations whicli reveal a consistent pattern of gr-oss violations of human rights or 
violaotions of the rights of individuals in contr-avention of international human rights 
norms. Application of those United Hâtions procedures is essential in order to 
influence governments to ameliorate seidous huma.n rights situations within their 
jurisdiction. As a result of tJiese procedures, governments may also be encouraged to 
take remedial â ction in individuaJ. caises. 
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By its resolution 23 {XXXY) the Commdssion on Human Rights requested the 
Secretary-General to take all appropriate measures further to develop public 
information activities in the field of human rights. By its resolution I98O/3O, the 
Economic•and Social Council requested the Secretary-General, in co-operation v/ith the 
United Nations Educational, Cultural and Scientific Organization, and the International 
Labour Organisation to draw up and implement a vrorld-wide programm-e" for the 
dissemination of international instruments on human rights in as many languages as 
possible. The developm.ent and im.plementation of this world-v/ide programme will 
continue during the imedium-termi period, in collaboration with the Departm.ent of 
Public Information. 

Author!ts.tive material is esseriial to the international community in order to 
identify liuman rights problems calling for possible United Nations action; to assist 
in the development of international norms relating to humian rights or in the 
elaboration of new standards; to assist in the a,pplication and further elaboiTition 
of internationeJ- implementation r̂ i'ocedurerm; and to formulate a,nd co-ordinate the 
programmes and methods of wor!-: of polic3'--making organs dealing with human rights 
questions. These activities often relate to problems of a global and structural 
character having a potential impact upon large groups of people. They have a special 
role in the prevention of discrimination and the protection of minorities. Studies 
and research which have been reqiiested by policy-making organs in the medium-term 
period will be undertaken. 

The objectives of advisory services and publications in the field of hum.an 
rights a,re to instil respect for human rights in the minds of people, promote "bhe 
8„pplication of universal standards, as defined by the United Nations, thnrough 
semdnars, training courses, education, public inform.ation and action by 
non-governmental organizations,.and to contribute to eliminating the root causes 
of violations by, for exa.mple, 'striving to combat prejudice and stereotypes in the 
minds of individuals. In paragraph 1 1 of resolution 1 5 7 9 / 3 6 , the Economic a,nd Social 
Council emphasized the value of advisory services in the field of huma,n rights 2.nd 
reaffirmed that this programime should be m.aintained and developed. 

Work for an international and social order in which hum.an rights will prevail 
can only succeed if the efforts of the international community are supported by the • 
miinds and hearts of all the people and by their active participation and comimitment. 
It is essential to make people aware of all of their rights by way of ed.ucation and 
inform.ation and to create the necessary pre-conditions for the wider knowledge, 
acceptance and application of international human rights standards and for the 
combating of attitudes of prejudice and discrimination. Popular participation in the 
promotion and protection of human rights is vital. During the medium-term period, 
importance will continue to be attached to strengthening education, social activities, 
research, study, publications a,nd the dissemdnation of inform.ation in the field of 
human rights. United Nations action in this field during the medium-term period will 
include the organization of seminars, training courses, awarding of fellowships, 
participation in educational and informa.tional programmées, preparation of publications 
in the field of human rights, including the Yearbook on Human Eights, the Human Rights 
Subletin and compilations of human rights instruments and standards. 

Humian rights organs are emphasizing more and more the need for the humain rights 
programme to provide expert services and advice for the restoration of human rights 
as an integral part of reconstruction assistance rendered by the United Nations to 
countries which have experienced gross violations of hum.an rights. 
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• By its resolutiony34/49,, , 'adopted on'25„Movenit)er I 9 7 9 , the Gênerai-Assecibly 
invitedall î̂ fember States''to" .ta,ke appropriate' steps for the establishment of national 
institutions for the promo'tiOn and protection of human rights, emphasized the 
importance of the integrity and• indejaendencè of .such national institutions, in 
accordance with national legislation, anCi drex\"iattëntion to the constructive role 
which national non-governmental organizations can play in the work of national 
institutions. Bj its resolution 3 4 / l 7 1 , adopted on..17... l).eaember 19-79? "the •• 
General Assembly reiterated its appeal to States" in areas where regional arrangements 
in the field of humain rights do not yet exist to consider agreements with a view to 
the establishment within their respective i-egionŝ  of suitedDle regional arrangements 
for the promotion and protection of hum-a„n rights. During the medium.-term period .the 
United Nations will continue to encourage local, regional and national institutions 
in the field of human rights and. also the establishment of such institutions where 
they do not yet exist. 

The Commission on Human Eights, by its resolution 23 (XXXVl) re-emphasized the 
role of individualsgroups and all organs of society in promoting a.nd defending 
humani rights. The'contribution of HGOs to the United Hâtions hum.an rights programme 
has been invaluable and indispensable. During the medium.-term period, efforts will 
be continued to encourage HGOs to work for. the promotion and protection of human 
rights. " ' - " 

During the medium-term period, initiatives .m.ay be expected to. consider emerging 
human rights problem.s such as the implications for hum.an rights of doctrines of • 
national security; violence and human rights particulsirly restrictions on liberty 
resulting from measures taken to suppress violent dissent; human rights a.nd the 
nuclear state; human rights-and the increasing militarization of society; human 
rights in the industrialized state; huma,n rights in"the mobilized developing state; 
human rights and scientific and teclmological developm.ents, 

B. Subprogram.m.e narratives 

Subprogra.mme Is Implementation, of international standards, 
instrum.ents and procedures (continuing 
activities) • - " " ' ' 

(a) Legislative authority " 

A-rticles 1 , 1 3 , 55 and .56 of the Charter,. 

For regular supervisory procedures; 

(i) The International Convention on the Elimination of All J?orms of Racial 
Discrimination (part II), adopted by the General Assembly in 
resolution 2106 A (XX) of 21 Decem2ber I965. The Convention entered into 
force on 4 January-1969 ; 

(ii) The International Covenant on Economdc, Social and Cultural Rights 
(part IV), adopted by the General Assembly in rerETolution .2200"A '(XXl)' of 
1 6 Decemiber I 9 6 6 . The Covenant entered into force on 3 January I976; 

(iii) The International Covenant on Civil .and. Political Rights...(part IV),. adopted 
by the General Assembly in" resolution 2200. A (JDQ) of lê Deoem.ber 1 9 6 6 . " 

It entered into force on 23 iiarch 1 9 7 6 ; 
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(iv) The International Convention on the Suppression and Poiiishment of the Crime 
of Apartheid, adoî ted by the General Assembly in resolution 306q (XXVIII) 
of 3 0 November 1 9 7 3 . It entend into forfc on 18 July I 9 7 6 5 

(v) Economic and Social Council rr-nolution 159^ of 21 'tlaj 1 9 7 1 on periodic 
. -reports on human rights and reports on freedom of information, paragraph 1 . 

For procedures concerning alleged violations of human rights; 

(i) Economic and Social Council resolutions 277 (-X) a>.nd 474 A (XV) on 
allegations regarding infringements of trade union rights ; 

(ii) Commission on Human Rights resolution 8 (XXIIl) and Economic and Social 
Council resolutions 1235 ( 7 i l l ) and I503 (XLVIIl) on the - study and 
investigation of violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms in 
any part of the world; 

(iii) The Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, adopted, by the General Assembly in resolution 2200 A (XXl) of 
1 6 December 1966,- concerning conmiunications from individuals claiming to 
be victims of violations of rights set forth in the Covenant. It entered 
into force on 23 I-ferch 1 9 7 6 . 

For ad hoc investigatory or fact-finding procedures; 

(i) Resolutions 5 (l) ".ad 9 ' (H) of the Economic and Social Council; 

(ii) Resolutions 8 (JCXIIl) of the. Commission on Human Rights and 1235 (vCLIl) 
and 1503 OCLVIIl) of th© Ecommic- and Social Council; 

(iii) Specific decisions of the General Assembly, the Economic and Socia.I Council 
or the Commission on Human Rights. 

(b) Objeotives 

This subprogramme • is •!?oncr>r?ied g/ith the continuing implementation of 
international standards, instruments and procedures in the field of human rights, 
including ; 

The International Covpnant on Economic, Socia.l and Cultural Rights, the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional Protocol 
thereto; ' 

The International Covention on the Elimina.tion of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination; 

The International Conventio-n on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime 
of Apartheid ; 

The p̂ '.riodic reporting procedure provided for in Economic and Social Council 
resoluiiion I 5 9 6 (l) 5 

.The procedure concerning .allegations of infringement of trade union rights 
provided for in Economic and Social Council resolutions 277 (x) and 474 -A- (XV) ; 
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The procedure for handling allegations of violation of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms in any part of the world, provided for in Economic and 
Social Council resolution 1235 (XLIl); 

The procedure for handling allegations of violations of human rights and 
fundamental freedoms in any part of the xrarld, provided for in Economic and 
Social Council resolutions 728 E (XXVIIl) and 1503 (XLVIIl) 

Special procedures including those involving investigations or fact-finding 
into allegations of violations of hrman rights, as decided upon by human rights 
organs in accordance with their respective mandates. 

jDuring the medium-term period a^n accentuated trend towards m-ore fact-finding, direct 
contacts, good offices, miediatory and conciliatory activities in the field of human 
rights may be expected. It may also be expected that methods of action will be 
developed to provide urgent United Nations responses to situations of gross 
violations of human rights. The methods utilized for dealing with allegations of 
violations of humn rights will be refined and progressively developed and 
information-gathering into situations of violations of human rights improved. 

Subprogramrae 2; Elimination and prevention of discrimination and 
protection of minorities and vulnerable groups 
(continuing â ctivities) 

(a) Legislative authority 

Articles 1 , 13, 55 and 56 of the Charter 
Economic and Social Council resolutions 5 (l) and 9 (H) 
Official Records of the Bconom-ic and Social Council, Ninth Session, 
Supplement No. 1 0 , para. 13.-

(b) Objectives 

The objectives of this subprogramm̂ ; are to contribute to the realization of the 
Charter's injunction that human rights and fundamental freedoms shall be enjoyed by 
all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion. Luring the medium 
term period, programmes commenced as part of the Lecade to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination (1973-1983) will be continued, taking into account the results of the 
Second World Conference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination ( I 9 8 3 ) . 
Complementary support will continue to be provided to activities undertaken in the 
context of the implementation of instruments such as the International Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and the International Convention 
on the Suppression and Punishment of the Grime of Apartheid, which were referred to in 
subprogramme 1 will also be provided to the activities undertaken within other 
programmes to combat apartheid. Substantive servicing and support will be provided 
to the Sub-Com.mission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of î-îinorities 
and to its Working Group on Sla.very. Relevant programmes decided upon by human rights 
organs will be carried out, paying particular attention to the implementation of norms 
and standards for the protection of the rights of m.inorities and indigenous 
populations, as well as combating discrimination against particular groups such as 
children, women, disabled persons, the elderly and the aged, and migi-ant vrorkers. 



E/CH.4/1424 

page 8 

Subprogramme 5% Advisory services, technical assistance in 
the field of human rights, and j)ublications 
(continuing activities) 

(a) Legislative authority 

(i) Articles 1 , 13» 55 aîid 56 of the Charter. 

(ii) Resolutions 5 (l) and 9. (ll) of the Economic and Social Council. 

(iii) General Assembly resolutions 217 h (ill), paragraph 2 ; 795 (VIIl), 
paragraph 2 ; 926 /X); I905 (XVIIl), parafpraph 3 ; 244I (XXIll), 
pe.ragrai)h 4 ; 3068 (.XXVlIl), paragraph 41 3 2 / l 2 3 , paragraphs 2 and 6; 
32/127, para.gra-ph 2 , ' . ' ' ' 

(iv) Economic and Social Council resolutions 1793 (LIV), paragraphs 2 , 3 , ' 5 
and 65 and I923 (LVIII), p)ai'agxaphs 1 and 2 ; and decision I 4 6 (LX),. 
paragraph (b); I 9 7 3 / 1 4 . 

(v) Commission on Human Eights resolutions 17 (XXIIl), paragraph 5 (h)5 
7 (XXXII), paragraph 2 . 

(b) Objectives 

This subprogramme is concerned with the implementation of the programme of 
advisory services in the field of human rights as recently re-endorsed by-the 
Economic and Social Council. In its resolution 1 9 7 8 / 1 4 , the Council reiterated its 
request to the Secretary-General to organize at least two seminars and one training 
course annually and also to grant at least 25 fellowships each year, giving, special 
attention to the needs of the developing countries. • During the medium-term period 
efforts will be stepped up to provide governments, at their reô uest, v/ith technical 
assistance in developing their laws and strengthening their institutions for the 
promotion and protection of human i-ights, as well as in incorporating the human 
rights component in an integra-ted approach to development strategies. Special 
attention will be given to requests for reconstruction assistance in the field of 
human rights in countries which hâ ve experienced serious violations of human rights. 

The following publications will continue to be issued regularly, and. xfith. the 
periodicity indicated; the Yearbook on Human Rights (annually); the Human Rights 
Bulletin (quarterly); Status of International Instruments in the Field of Human Rights 
(6 times per year); "Hotice", a monthly information leaflet for the media and for 
the general public; United Hâtions Action in the Field of Human Rights (once every 
five years); and Haman Rights; A Com.pilation of InternaotionaH Instruments (once 
every five yea.rs), Riblications requested by huma.n rights organs will also be issued. 

Substantive inputs into the public information acti-vities- of the Department of 
Public Information in the field of human rights will continue to bé provided. This 
will include the implementation of a world plan Cf action for the dissemination of 
basic international instruments in the field of human rights, as requested bjr the 
Economic and Social Council in its resolution I98O/3O. 

The TJUblic information activities carried out by the Department of Pu.blic 
Information in the field c" human rights v/ill be complemented by activities carried 
out by the Division of Human Rights. Efforts will continue to be ma.àe to reach a.ll 
sectors of opinion xdiile emphasizing a "grass roots" approach designed to make people 
everjnHiere aware of their human rights. Co-operation will continue with regional, 
national and local institutions, as well as x-jith HGOs, in the field of human rights. 
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Sub pro gramme 4 : Standard-setting, research and studies.. . 

(a) Legislative authority; 

Article 1 3 , paragraph 1 a of the Charter . . 
Economic and Social Council resolutions 5 (l) and 9 (ll) 

(b) Objectives 

The objectives of this subprogramme are to elaborate international human rights 
standards in areas decided upon by policy-making organs and to carry out studies and 
research requested by such organs as well as studies e.nd research needed to provide 
support for the activities undertaken in the preceding subprogrammes. 

(c) Problem addressed 

In many instances, the absence or. inadequacy of international standards 
contributes to the perpetration of practices violative of human rights or hampers 
the promotion and defence of human rights. Such problem, areas are.identified by 
policy-making organs such as the Commission on Humain Eights, the Economiic and Social 
Council and the General Assembly, which also decide on topics for whioh standards 
should be set. Problems leading to violations of human rights, or obstacles 
encountered in promoting or defending humain rights, are also identified by 
policy-making organs for research and study. 

Strategy for the period I 9 8 4 - I 9 8 9 

(i) The situation at the end of I933 

At the end of I 9 8 3 , standard-setting currently under x>/ay: to prohibit torture; 
on the rights of-the child; on the rights of migrant workers.; on the'rights of 
minorities; on the rights of non-citizens; on the rights of persons detained or 
imprisoned; and, against religious intolerance, should have been completed or be 
near to com.pletion. Studies and research currently under way onj factors and 
circumstances which impede the enjoyment of hum.an rights and fundamental freedoms; 
the new international economic order and the promiotion and protection of human 
rights ; the right to developm.ent ; the rights of indigenous populations ; human rights 
in emergency situations; the independence of the judiciary; and, the status of the 
individual in international human rights law, should also have heen completed or be 
near to completion. 

(ii) The period I 9 8 4 - I 9 8 9 . . '. 

Emphasis should be laid on new studies and research aim.ed at; identifying 
human rights problems calling for action; examining phenomena associated with 
violations of hum̂ an rights, such as torture, abusive detentions and. involuntary 
disappearances; the further elaboration of concepts contained in existing standards; 
combating discrimination in all its f orm.s ai.nd manifestations ; incorporating human 
rights as part of a,n integrated approach to development; examining the relationship 
between human rights and th.e establishm.ent of a nev.' international economic order, 
alongside new hum.a.n aaid social orders; â nd, assisting in the application and 
development of international nor.ms and of implementation procedures. Research and 
studies should be action-oriented and should not be undertaken on abstract, 
academic-type or marginal topics which can l)etter be done elsewhere. More planning 
and. co-ordination'should also be achieved so as to avoid duplication. Research and 
reference facilities of the Division of Bum.an Eights will be built up gradually in 
co-operation with the library and documentation services of the Secretariat. 
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(e) Evaluation 

The quality of standards adopted depends on political negotiations and agreement 
and the extent to which the texts agreed upon will contrihute to enhancing the dignity 
and welfare of the people, legotiations may be facilitated by expert inputs in the 
preliminary stages from the Secretariat or from human rights organs. The extent to 
which such expert inputs are requested and provided, the stages followed in the 
drafting process, the time taken, and the extent to which unnecessary.duplication 
is avoided, are relevant evaluative criteria. Studies and research may be evaluated 
by the quality of research and v/riting; by the extent'to which they succeed in 
identifying or analysing human rights problems calling for action,'or assist in the 
development of international norms; or assist in the application and development of 
implementation procedures, or add useful insights into problems. 

C. Organization 

1 . Intergovemmental review 

The work of the Secretariat in this- programme is reviexred by the Commission on 
Human Rights which meets every year. The last meeting was in I 9 O O . [This plan has 
been reviewed by this body at its thirty-seventh session in 1081.] 

2. Secretariat 

The Secretariat unit responsible for this programme is the Division of Human 
Rights in x\rhich there were 48 professional posts: .authorized as of 1 January I 9 8 I . 

The Division had the following sections/units as of 1 January I 9 8 I ; 

oec tion/Unit 

Professional staff (established posts) 
Regular 
budget 

Extre/budgetary 
sources 

Office of the Director , 
Hew York Liaison Office 
Task Force on Decade to Combat• Racism and 
Racial Discrimination 

International Instruments and Procedures 
Section , .. -
International Instru.ments Unit 
Communications Unit 
Special Procedures Unit , 

Research, Studies and Prevention of 
Disc33imination Section. 
Research a,nd Studies Unit 
Prevention of Discrimination Unit 

Advisory Services and Piblications 
Section , • 
Advisory Services Unit 
Documentation and Riblications Unit .... 

6 
2 

-9 

Total 

é 
2 

3 

19 

1 1 11 

Total 48 4 8 
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3. Divergences between current administrative structure and 
proposed programme structure 

The proposed prog-ram.me structure is compatible with the current administrative 
structure. 

Co-ordi na t i on 

1. Ifeeded intergovernmental co-ordination 

Intergovernm.ental co-ordination is needed in respect of negotiations for the 
drafting of international instriiments, particularly in instances where a subject 
is being hâ ndled not only in the United Ifetions but also in one or more specialized 
agencies, c-r where international instrumionts already exist in stiecialized agencies. 
Topics on which such intergovernmental co-ordination may be necessary in the 
fut"are--are ; migrant workers, child labour and indigenous populations. 

-2. Formal co-ordination within the Secretajiat 

No formal arrangements exist or a.ppear necessary. Experience indicates that 
co-ordination within the Secretariat can best be effected through informal 
arrangements. 

3, Form.al co-ordination within the United Nations system 

No formal arrangemxents exist or ?4)pear necessary. Experience indicates that 
co-ordination can best be effected through informal arrangements, 

4• Units with which siĝ nifleant joint activities a,re expected during the period 
1984-1989 
Joint activities m.ay be expected with the Department of Public Infornmtion in 

carrying out public infoi-mation programmes in the field of human rights. Joint 
actii'̂ ities m.ay also be expected with the Centre Against Apartheid in the 
implementation of the International Convention on the Sixppression a.nd Punishment of 
the Crime of Apartheie'l and T.dth the Centre for Social and Huma.nita,riaun Affairs in 
respect of programmes concerning human rights and criminal justice, the social 
aspects of development and the human rights of wom.en, disabled persons, and the 
elderly ai.nd the aged. 


