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-ÎP-t"® Jï-'l th e Sec re t ai^y-G- e ne r 

In paragraph 3 of" pa r t I I I o f r e s o l u t i o n 8 ( J C S I I I ) o f 1 0 September 1 9 8 0 , the 
Sub-Coraraission requested the Secre tary -Gonera l " t o request in f o rmat i on from the 
Government o f Gua-temaAa on such denunciat ions as are r e l a t e d to s l a v e r y - l i k e p rac t i c es 
i n that counfory-'. In so doing the Suh-Commission acted upon a, recommendation o f the 
Working Group on S l ave ry ma,de i n the r epo r t on i t s s i x t h sess ion _l/ and r e s u l t i n g 
from i t s c ons ide ra t i on o f the r e p o r t e n t i t l e d "GraatemaJa - Dep r i v a t i on o f indigenous 
peasants ' l and , l i v e l i h o o d ^ l i b e r t y and l i v e s , 1 9 7 8 - 1 9 8 0 " which had been presented 
by the Ant i -S laver j^ S o c i e t y foj;- the P r o t e c t i o n o f numa,n H ights to the 1/orking Group 
on Slaverj ' ' o f tlie S'lfo-Commission. 2 / 

In a l e t t e r of 3 September I 9 8 O 5 addressed to the D i r e c t o r of the D i v i s i o n of 
Human R igh ts o f the United ITationo S e c r e t a r i a t , the Permanent- Rep resen ta t i v e of 
GuatemaJa to the United Hâtions O f f i c e a t Geneva forwarded comments on the 
above-mentioned r epo r t o f the A n t i - S l a v e r y S o c i e t y f o r the P r o t e c t i o n of Huma,n R i gh t s 
and requested tha/fc they be c i r cu l a t od to the Commission on Human R i gh t s a,nd to the 
Sixb-Commlssion on P r e v en t i on o f D i s c r im ina t i on and P r o t e c t i o n o f M i n o r i t i e s . The 

omments are repzcodticed be low. 

COI#]EITS BY GUATEKALA OH THE IffiPORT OP THE AÏÏTI-SLAVERY 
SOCIETY FOR TEE PROTECTIOH 01' HiaiAH RIGHTS 

I refer to the r epo r t of the Woi'-Jving Group on Gla,very of th_e Sub-Commhssion on 
Preven t i on of D i s c r im ina t i on and .Pro tec t ion of M i n o r i t i e s on i t s .s ixth sess ion 
( E / C H . 4 / S u b . 2 / 4 4 7 ) . 

In paragraph 9 i s s tated t l iat the Working Group rece i ved a r e p o r t from. th.e 
s o - c a l l e d A n t i - S l a v e r y S o c i e t y f o r the P r o t e c t i o n of Huma.n R i gh t s e n t i t l e d ijliateinala 
Dep r i v a t i on o f Indigenous Fea,sant_g ' Land , L i v e l i h o o d , L i b e r t y a M L i v e s , IgTO- lgSO. 
I t i s a l so s tated tha,t the ropresenta^tive of tha;t S o c i e t y made a sta,tement r ega rd ing 
Guatemala. 

1 / E/CH . 4 /Sub . 2 /AC. 2 / 4 4 7 , pa ra . 6 6 . 2 ( c ) 

2/ I b i d . , pa.ra. 
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Leav ing as ide pure l y p o l i t i c a l ques t i ons , which are outs ide the l-/orlcing Group's 
terms o f r e f e r e n c e , and con f in ing rrnrself to those aa t t e r a which are w i th in i t s 
competence, I should l i k e to repeat wha,t I s tated i n the 2iote I addressed to you on 
1 5 Septeiiiher 1978? àno. which I reproduce in p a r t : 

" S l a v e r y , e.s l e g a l l j ^ d e f i n ed , was abol ished i n Guatemala e:o.ô. Centra l Avnerica 
i n the f i r s t th i rd o f the l a s t century under the s p e c i f i c T ) r ov i s i ons o f the 
Centra l Aner ican FederaJ C o n s t i t u t i o n . 

"The r e v o l u t i o n s o f IS7I and 1 9 4 4 Bade i t p o s s i o l e to e s t a b l i s h norms f o r 
the p r o t e c t i o n o f worlcerSp as w e l l as i nd i v i dup j and c o l l e c t i v e guarantees 
a f f i r ra ing r espec t f o r the d i g n i t y o f i n d i v i d u a l s as a. goa l or concern pro-per to 
the S t a t e . 

"Both the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 3,nd the o rd inary l e g i s l a t i o n o f the country, 
par t i c t i l a , r l y i t s labour' and c i v i l l e g i s l a t i o n ^ safegi iard the e x e r c i s e o f human 
r i g h t s 5 i nc lud ing the r i g h t to pay f o r a l l work per formed. Tor many years now. 
there has been no imprisonment f o r debt , and on var ious occas ions laws have "been 
passed e s t a b l i s h i n g moratoiria f o r loans due by peasants . 

"Guatemala has extrem.el3'- p r o g r e s s i v e labour laws oha , r a c t e r i 2 e d by the 
p r o t e c t i o n they a f f o rd the wo3:ker. Treedom o f a s s o c i a t i o n and the r i g h t to 
s t r i k e are r e c ogn i z ed . Labour r e l a t i o n s a.re o;overned 07/ Is.w. o r by c o l l e c t i v e 
labour agreements when the l a t t e r p rov ide b e n e f i t s g r e a t e r than those recognised 
by the law. Jo in t boards se t minim;um. wages. The workers enjoy such en t i t l ements 
as ho l i days w i th pay, pajment f o r the seventh day o f the i/eek, a 45--bour working 
week, an end-o f - yea r bonus, p r e - n a t a l and pos t -nateJ l e a v e f o r the working; mother 
and a reduced vrorking day f o r workers •'.•/ho a.re s tudents . Workers DISO en joy the 
p r o t e c t i o n o f a socia, l s e c u r i t y system, which i n c e r t a i n areas ha,s come, to cover 
d i s a b i l i t , y , o ld age and s m - v i v a l . 

".Other i n s t i t u t i o n s , such as the Uorkers ' Band:, the Housing Band;, the 
l/orkers ' Tra,ining I n s t i t u t e , the •'.forkers ' Recreci-tiou I n s t i t u t e and the 
Co -opera t i v e novem.ent ha^ve an appointed func t i on i n p r o v i d ing p r o t e c t i o n to 
XTOrkers. 

o b l i g a t i o n to p r o t e c t workers aga ins t abuses and exp lo i ta - t i on through proper 
app l i ca t ion , of the count ry ' s la,ws. " 

I should add t h a t , on 3 march I 9 8 O , tl ie Governm.ent Agreement was announced which 
es tab l i shed the new mânim ûm i-.̂ age f o r woi^kers employed i n sugar-cane, co t t on , c o f f e e 
and l i v e s t o c k produc t i on ; the mànim-um. i.rago we.s increased by 186 per cent , from the 
prev ious f igxire o f 1.12 que t za l s a day t o 3 « 20 quetscils a day ( the que t za l i s the 
currency un i t o f Guatemiala. and i s equivalient to the United S ta t es d o l l a r ) . Hore than 
800,000 fcirm workers w i l l b e n e f i t from t h i s m.inimum. wa,ge. 

I n v iew o f the above, I ask you to take account o f the f o l l o w i n g ; 

• ( a ) The i-eforence to Guatemala i n the document mientioned i s i n c o r r e c t because 
there are no q u a J i f i c a t i o n s o f any s o r t , whereas the impress ion i s gix'en that there 
might be a system-a.tic p r a c t i c e o f l ower ing the l i v i n g stô/ndards o f the peasants and 
that Guatem^alan l e g i s l a t i o n might not p r o t e c t t h e i r r i g h t s i n a suf f ic ient l j? -
comprehensive ma;nner: 

( b ) The count ry ' s i n s t i t u t i o n s are requ i red by law to observe and en force the 
count ry ' s l a w s . 


