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Working CGroup on Slavery
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QUESTICH O SLAVERY AND THE SLAVE TH@DE IN ALL TIIEIR PRACTICES
AMD MIANIFBESTATIONS, INCLUDING THE SLAVERY-LIXE PRACTICED
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Hote by the Secrefary-teneral
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In parasraph 3 of part IIT of resolubtion 8 (UUITII) of 10 September 1980, the
Sub-Commission requested the Secretary-Crneral "to request information from the
Government of Cuatemala on such denunciations as ave related 1o slavery-like practices
in that country'. In szo doing the Sub-Commission acted upon a recommendation of the
Vorking Group on Slavery made in the report on ite sixth session %/ and ”a“uTtwnb
frow ite consideration of the report entitled "Guatemala - Deprivation of indigenous
peasants' land, livelihood, libexrty and lives, 1378~1980" which had been presented
by the Anti-Slavery Society for the Protection of lluman Rights to the Vorking Group
on Slavery of the Sub~Commission. 2/

In a letter of 3 September 1980, addresged to the Director of the Division of

Human Rights of the United NMations Secreteriat, the Permanern. Repregentative of

Cuatemala to the United Nations Oifice at Geneva forwarded cowments on the
above-mentioned report of the Anti-Slavery Society for the Protection of Human Rights

and requested that they be circulated to the Commigsion on Iluman Rights and to the
Sub~Counmission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities., The
pmments are reproduoeo below. '
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COMMENTS BY CUATEMALA OF UJE REPORT OF
SOCIETY TOR THE TPROTECTION O HY

I refer to the repoxrt of the Working Group on Slavery of the Sub-Commission on
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities on its sixth session
(B/CT.4/Sub.2/447) .

In paragraph 9 it is stated that the Working Group received a rvevort fxom the
so-called Anti-Slavery Soclety for tue Protection of Human Rights entitled Suate
Deprivation of Indigenous Peasants' Land, Tivelihood, Liberty and ulV°zL.1QZQ—’°dO'
It ig also stated that the repres epfaulv of that Society made a statement resardinzg

Guatemala.

1/ T/oH.4/Sub.2/8C.2/447, para. 66.2(c).
g/ Ibid., para. 9.
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Leaving aside purely political questions, which are outside the VWorking Group's
terms of reference, and conlining wyself to those matters which are within its
competence, I should like +to repeat what
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"Slavery, as legally defined, was abolil 81 ed in Guatemala and Central

in the Zirst third of the last century under the specific nrovisions of the
Central Anerican Federal Conetitution,

"The revolutions of / k le 1t possitle fto establish norns for
the protection of workers, as well as individual and colilective guarantees
affirming respect Tfor the dignity of individuals as & goal or concern proper
the State.

inary legislation of the country,

"Both the constituticnal and the ord
lation, safeguard the exercise of human

rarticulariy its labour and civil legis
rights, including the riwht to pay for a

L1 WOYK perforned. ILor wany years now,

there has been no imprisonunent for deot, and on varicus occasions laws have been

passed establishing moratoria for loans due by peasants.

YGuatemals has extremelv progressive labour laws characterized by the
vprotection they afford the worker. TFreedom of association and the right fo
strike are vrecognized. Labour relations ere pgoverned by law, or by collective
labour agrsements when the latter provide bernefits preater then those recognized
by the law. Joint boards set winimum wazes. Th worlkers enjoy such entitlements
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e
as holidays with pay, payunent for the geventh day
week, an end-of-year oonus, pre-ngtal and post-na
and g reduced working day for workers who are stud
protﬁction ci a social securi gt

disability, old age and survival.

by sve

"Other instituitions, o Banl, the
Uorxers‘ “ve*nvnu L“~t¢tu+°, he Vorkers! Racreation Insti t'> .1a the
iding ction to
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"The Hinistry of DLabour and the Snecial Lebour Couxrts have a ?cbzl
obligation to »rotect worlers against abuses and exploitation through prover
application of the country's lavs.!

I8
o) s
of *the week, a 45-hour working
tal leave for the working wmother
ents. Vorkers also enjoy the
em which in certain areas has come to cover

I should add that, on 3 liarch 1980, Zhe Government Agreement was announced which

o~

established the new minimua vege for worliers employed in ¥u§a_ ~cane, cotton, coifee
and 11vestock productions the minivum vage was incrsased b 186 per cent, from the

previoue figure of 1,12 guetzals a day to 3.20 QIGL & L wetzal is the
currency unlt of Guatemala and is equivalent to the | : oilar). lore than

800,000 farm wﬂ"ke““ will benefit from this minimum V@Q
In view of the above, I aslk you to take account of the following:

(a)  The reference to Guatemala in the document wmentioned is incorrect because
there are no cualifications of any soxrt, vhereas the impression is given that there
might be a systenatic practice of lowering the living stendards of the peasants and
that Guatewalan legislation might not protect their rights in a sufficiently

comprehensive manners
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counbry's lawvs,

(“) The country's institutiong are vequired by lav to observe and enforce the



