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ÏKTRdDUGTIOJÎ 

In addition to those mentioned in paragraph 3 of "the introduction to 
docxtment E/CN.4/1419? the GovernmentD"of Grenada and Lebanon have.reported that, 
compulsory military service does not exist in their countries. 

REPLIES FROM GQVEFJff4EÏÏTS 

EQUATORIAL GUIMEA 

Original: Spanish. 
[21 November 198O' 

To date in our country there is no legislation relating to conscientious 
objection to military service; nevertheless, it is felt tha,t people have the right 
to refuse to serve in military or police forces which are used to impose apartheid. 

MJLDAGASCAR 

_ Or ig inal: Pr ench 
[27 November 1980." 

Articles 19 and 20 of the Constitution state only that compulsory national 
service is organized to ensure the social and cultural development of the majority, 
in addition to the requirements of n8.tional defence. 

Failure to comply with the terms of the legislation on enlistment for national 
service and insubordination are punishable by penalties ranging from imprisonment 
to capital punishment in accordance with articles 124 and I58 of the Penal Code 
relating to national service (JORII No. 25O of I9 December I962, p. 2,402 and 
incorporated in the Malagasy Code of Penal Procedure). 

NETbERMTOS 

[Original; English] 
• ' • • November I98O] 

National legislation arid other 'm¿a.sures and practices relating to conscientious 
objection to service and alterna,tiye_seryic_e 

(a) Legislation 

Article 196 of the Constitution provides that the law shall state on what 
conditions exemption from military service may be granted on a-ccomit of serious 
conscientious objections. The matter is regulated in the Conscientious Objections 
to Military Service Act of 2? September I962 (Staatsblad ~ Bulletin of Acts, Orders 
and Decrees - No. 570) , lately ajnended by the Act of 24 November 1978 (Staatsblad 
No. 694). 



E/CN.4/I419/Add.2 
•7, page ̂  

(b) Grounds on which conscientious objections are recognized 

Article 2 of the amended Conscientious Objections to Military Service Act 
defines "serious conscientious objections'' as "insurmountable conscientious 
objections to the personal performance of nilitajy service in connection with the 
"use of "̂ instruments of violence in vhxch ss. person may become involved as a 
consequence of his serving in the Netherlands milita,ry forces". 

(c) Authorities competent to decide the vaJidity cf'objections 

I'/ithout prejudice-to what is started in the last paragra,ph of point (d), the 
Minister of Defence is the aoithority competent to decide whether objections raised 
are to be recognized as serious objections within the meaning of the Conscientious 
Objections to Military Service Act. He only reaches his decision, however, after 
he has heard the advice of a Committee appointed by the Cro\m on the recommenda.tion 
of the Minister of Defence. The Committee renders its advice after the objector 
has been : given эл opportunity to present his case. 

(d) Appeals 

Any person whose petition to be recognized as a conscientious objector has been 
rejected may ..appeal to the Crovm within 30 days. The grounds for appeal aro not 
limitative. If, on appeal, a decision rejecting a petition is set aside, the Croim 
itself may dispose ox the ca.se. and give a further decision. 

(e) Consequences, of the recognition of conscientious objection 

As a result of the I978 ajnendraents to the Act of 19^2, it is no longer possible 
to require people, гЛюве objections to railitajy service relate specifically to 
fighting with wea.pons, to perform military service in a non-combatant capacity. 

People recognized as conscientious objectors are discharged from military 
service as soon as possible, but are obliged to perform alternative service, x/hich 
is of two types; ordinary and extraordinary. 

The dura,tion of ordinary alternative , s.ervice exceeds in. general that of. the 
preliminary training of people conscripted to militâ ry service by one-third and 
lasts at least 18 months. 

Extraordinary alternative service has "to be performed only in time of war, when 
war threatens or in other emergencies, or if .the people recognized a.s conscientious 
objectors belong to a group which, in accordance with rules to be established by the 
Crown, are summoned to perform alternative service only in cases of urgent necessity. 

Exemption from ordinary alternative service is possible if s 

(i) the objector is a brea,dwinner 

(ii) the objector is personally indispensable 

(iii) two brothers of the objector have already performed or are performing 
military service 

(iv) there is a special situation. 
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Exemption from alternentIv.e. service.,, both ordinary• and -extraordinary, will he 
given to ministers of religion and those receiving an education to perform such 
offices. 

(f ) The way in which and the conditions under which alternative service is perfortied 

Alternative service is performed with government bodies or with institutions, 
designated by the Minister of Social Affairs, whose work is in the general interest 
of the community. The, Minister of Social.Affairs calls up the recognized- • 
conscientious objectors to perform alternative service, and decides where the 
service shall be performed, by vrhom orders may be given to or instructions laid 
dovm for the person concerned in connection x.dth the work to be performed. 

The stiitus of people who are exempted .from military service and perform 
alternative service is regulated in a similar manner as possible to that of 
conscripts (pocket-money as for people doing their preliminary training; analogous 
application of the Breadwinners' -Allowance Decree and the Income Compensation 
Decree; etc.). 

(g) Penal measures 

Any person who deliberately ignores a lav;ful summons to perform alternative 
• service is liable to a term of imprisoniaent not exceeding two years. If the offence 
was not deliberate, he is liable to a terra of imprisonment not exceeding nine months. 

Any person performing: alternative service who deliberately--and i-œ-perrai-ssibly 
absents himself from work or мЪо seriously neglects his duties is liable to a term 
ofimprisonment not exceeding two years, the length of the sentence depending on the 
offence. 

(h) Applicability of the regulations in time of peace and in time of emergency 

The relevant stâ tutory regulations cDntaln no provision to the effect tha,t 
their applicability shall differ as between time of peace and time of emergency. 

(i) ,Proposals for ,a.men,dment to a.rticle I96 of the Constitution 

Proposals for amendment to article I96 of the Constitution ajre under discussion 
in Parliament. The proposed article ( 5 . 2 . 5 . ) of the revised Constitution, which 
will become operative after the new Pa.rliament to be elected in 1981 passes it on 
second reading by a t\ro-third majority, reads as follows; 

"Exemption from milita.ry service for reasons of serious conscientious 
objections will be regulated by law". 

The objective of this proposal for a new constitutional provision is of a mere 
drafting nature and does not aim, therefore, ?;b a change in substance of the present 
provision. 
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YUGOSLAVIA 

[Or ig inal: Eng1i sh _ 
[ 5 December I9OO] 

Compulsory militci.ry service is of particular importance in the rea,lization of 
the rights and duties of the citizens of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslâ via 
(SPRY) regarding the defence of the country and as such is regulated by the 
Constitution of the SPRY. Article 2/Ц of the Constitution stipulates; "compulsory 
military service of citizens is general". The Compulsory Military Service Act 
(Official Gazette of the SPRY, Uo. 36/8О) regúlales compulsory military service in 
more detail. It represents an integral part of the rights and duties of Yugoslaiv 
citizens to defend their country, protect its freedom, independence, sovereignty, 
territorial integrity and the social system of the SPRY established by the 
Constitution. It is carried out both in peace and in war by all Yugoslav citizens 
who are generally fit for work and under conditions stipulated in this Act. 

The Constitution of the SPRY also provides for equal rights and duties of all 
citizens, regardless of their nationality, race, sex, langua,ge, religion, education 
or social position and malees them all equal before the law. 

It is, no doubt, evident from the aforementioned that compulsory milita.ry 
service in the armed forces under specific conditions should be fulfilled by all 
citizens of the SPRY. In its course, they a,re prepâ red, trained and organized in 
order to be able to condu-ct an armed struggle, perform other duties in the armed 
forces and participate in other forms of total nalional resistance against the 
enemy in the event of an aggression or any other danger for the country, regardless 
of all differences, including religious convictions of individuals. 

According to the Criminal Code of the SPRY, the refusal to carry out or a 
viola,tion of the legal obligations concerning compulsory military service are 
sanctioned as criminal a.cts and infraction of the law, regardless of the reasons 
offered in connection with the refusal. 


