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_Originals ; Portuguese; 

'12 tíovember 1 9 8 0 } • 

BRAZIL 

LEGISLATION СОЖСЕШ̂ Ш̂О COgSCIEFTIOÏÏS QBJECTIOIT TO MILITiffiY aEBtlCE J-".: " 
EEDEBAL CONSTITUTION ( 1 9 7 9 ) ; 

" A r t i c l e 9 2 . M i l i t a r y s e r v i c e and o t h e r d u t i e s necessary'- f o r n a t i o n a l s e c u r i t y 

s h a l l he compulsory f o r a l l B r a z i l i a n s , i n accordance with the law. 

Sole p r o v i s o . Women and clergymen s h a l l he exempted from m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e , i n 

t imes o f peace , hut s h a l l he s u b j e c t to any o t h e r ô.uties ass igned to them by l a w . " 

" A r t i c l e 1 4 7 . E l e c t o r s s h a l l be B r a z i l i a n s over 18 y e a r s o f age who r e g i s t e r 

as p r e s c r i b e d by law. ' 

• • я 

3 . The fo l lowing may not r e g i s t e r as e l e c t o r s : 

• • • 

( c ) Any persons temporar i ly o r permanently deprived o f p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s " . 

" A r t i c l e 149• Loss or suspension o f p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s may be dec lared only when 

f u l l defence o f the person concerned i s guaranteed. 

1 . The P r e s i d e n t o f the Republ ic sha,ll order l o s s o f p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s s 

( a ) . . . 

(b ) Por r e f u s a l , on groimds o f r e l i g i o u s , p h i l o s o p h i c a l or p o l i t i c a l c o n v i c t i o n , 

to perform the duty or s e r v i c e t h a t i s compulsory f o r B r a z i l i a n s i n g e n e r a l ; or 

- ( c ) 

"Ar t i c l e " 1 5 0 . • • Non-regist 'ered pers'ohs s h a l l not be e l i g i b l e ' 'for' ' e l e c t i o n " . 

"Ar t i c l e - 'Ï5'J." The' Cons ' t i tut ion guarantees the i n v i o l a b ' i l i t y 'of' t h e r i g h t s to 

l i f e , l i b e r t y , - secur i ty an'd pr'operty -of B r a z i l i a n s cand a l i e n s r e s i d e n t i n B r a z i l , 

in the foll-oviing teim-s; • • • 

2 , No one may be- obliged- to- do- or r e f r a i n - from' doing anything-, except by 

v i r t u e o f law. 

. . . 

6. No one s h a l l be deprived o f any o f h i s r i g h t s by reason o f r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f 

or p h i l o s o p h i c a l or p o l i t i c a l c o n v i c t i o n , u n l e s s su.ch b e l i e f or convic t ion i s invoked 

f o r the purposes of exemption from the l e g a l o b l i g a t i o n imposed on a l l persons , i n 

which case the law s h a l l r u l e upon the l o s s o f r i g h t s t h a t are incompatible with 

exemption on the grounds o f c o n s c i e n c e " . 

" A r t i c l e 1 8 5 . In addi t ion to the cases provided f o r i n t h i s C o n s t i t u t i o n and 

the supplementary law, a c i t i z e n sha.ll be i n e l i g i b l e f o r any p u b l i c o r t rade union 

o f f i c e f o r a s long as h i s p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s âxe suspended". 
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MILITARY SERVICE ACT (Act По. 4 3 7 5 , of . 17 August I9.64) 

. " A r t i c l e 2 . M i l i t a z y s e r v i c e , as p r o v i d e d - f o r i n t h i s Act and the Regulat ions 

t h e r e t o , i s compulsory f o r a l l Bra^zi l ians" . • • • - -•-

" A r t i c l e 6 9 . Mi l i ta , ry t a x equiva lent to the minimirn f i n e s h a l l he Levied on 

persons who a r e c a l l e d up and o h t a i n deferment o f t h e i r en l i s tment in,conformity- with 

the regula, t ions to t h i s Act and on persons who a,re gra.nted a, c e r t i f i c a t e o f exemption 

from s e r v i c e " . • 

" A r t i c l e 73" For the purpose o f m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e , t h e - c i v i l i n c a p a c i t y o f a 

minor s h a l l cease as o f h i s 17th b i r t h d a y " . • . - • ; ^ 

REGULATIONS TO THE MILITMY SERVICE ACT (Decree No. 57б54, o f 20 January I 9 6 6 ) 

" A r t i c l e 3 . -Por the purposes o f these Regula,t ions, the fol loxf ing concepts-and 

â . e f i n i t i o n s are e s t a b l i s h e d ; 

( 1 7 ) " F u l f i l m e n t o f m i l i t a r y o b l i g a t i o n s " means t h a t - a B r a z i l i a n has r e g u l a r i z e d 

h i s m. i l i tary s i t u a t i o n with regard to. the var ious m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e requirements . • 

To t h i s - e n d , he. must be i n p o s s e s s i o n o f a document a t t e s t i n g to h i s m i l i t a r y s t a t u s 

and conta in ing the p a r t i c u l a r s s p e c i f i e d i n these r e g u l a t i o n s concerning the f u l f i l m e n t 

o f o b l i g a t i o n s subsequent to r e c e i p t o f the document.- This term s h a l l ha-ve the sajne 

meaning as "complet ion o f m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e " contained i n previous ordipary l e g i s l a ^ t i o n " . 

The fo l lowing c o n s t i t u t e proof t h a t a B r a z i l i a n has f u l f i l l e d h i s m i l i t a r y 

o b l i g a t i p i i s ( a r t i c l e 75 o f the M i l i t a r y - S e r v i c e Act a.nd a r t i c l e - 2 0 9 o f the r e l e v a n t 

r e g u l a t i o n s ) ; 

.(a) Val id c e r t i f i c a t e o f Enl is tment (CAM); 

(b ) R e s e r v i s t C e r t i f i c a t e ; 

( c ) C e r t i f i c a t e o f Exemption, f o r p h y s i c a l or mental d i s a b i l i t y , or moral -

d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n ; 

(d) C e r t i f i c a t e o f Exemption from S e r v i c e , on the grounds o f o v e r - q u a l i f i c a t i o n 

f o r the Armed F o r c e s ; 

( e ) C e r t i f i c a t e o f M i l i t a r y S t a t u s , to prove the s t a t u s o f persons who have l o s t 

t h e i r grade o r rank ; 

( f ) I d e n t i t y Card f o r o f f i c e r s on a c t i v e s e r v i c e , r e s e r v i s t s and r e t i r e d o f f i c e r s ; 

(g ) Discharge papers f o r o ther ranks who have Gom^pleted t h e i r s e r v i c e ; 

(h) M i l i t a r y S e r v i c e C e r t i f i c a t e , where n e c e s s a r y , f o r persons performing 

m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e ; and 

( i ) A t t e s t a t i o n o f r e l e a s e from^ m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e i n the fo l lowing c a s e s : •.; 

Up to the da.te o f s ignature o f a document i n which a person opts f o r 

Brazil ia„n n a t i o n a l i t y ; and 

a.s o f 1 Jaxmaxy o f the y e a r o f a p e r s o n ' s 46th b i r t h d a y , when r e q u e s t e d " . 
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" A r t i c l e 210. Between 1 January c f the year с f his- 19th b i r thday „апф.... . . . 

31 December o f the y e a r of h i s 45th b i r t h d a y , no B r a z i l i a n sha l l ' be e n t i t l e d , v/ithout 

producing pr oof o f f u l f i l m e n t o f h i s m i l i t a r j ' ' o b l i g a t i o n s : 

(1) To obta in or renew a p a s s p o r t ; 

(2) To become an o f f i c i a l , employee or a s s o c i a t e i n an o f f i c i a l , approved or 

• ' subsidized i n s t i t u t i o n , e n t e r p r i s e or a s s o c i a t i o n whose e x i s t e n c e or 

operat ion depends on a ,uthorizat ion from or r e c o g n i t i o n by the -Federal 

Government or the S t a t e , T e r r i t o r y or municipal governments-; 

(3) To s ign a c o n t r a c t with the Federa l Government or "the S t a t e , T e r r i t o r y or 

municipal goverrjments; • : 

• (4) To take an examination or enrol i n any educat ional e s tab l i shment ; 

(5) To obta in a labour permit , a diploma, i n a l i b e r a l p r o f e s s i o n , r e g i s t r a t i o n 

to engage i n any occupat ion , o r a,n i n d u s t r i a l or occupat ional permit ; • -

(6) To e n t e r a competi t ion f o r appointment to a p u b l i c p o s t ; 

(•7) To hold any p u b l i c o f f i c e or p o s t , e l e c t i v e o r a,ppointive, i n v/hatever 

c a p a c i t y , r e g a r d l e s s o f the category or form o f payment, whether- i t i s 

paid from p u b l i c F e d e r a l , S t a t e or municipal funds or whether i t i s i n a 

para-Sta . te body which i s subs idized or maintained by the S t a t e ; 

(e) To r e c e i v e any p r i z e or p r i v i l e g e from the F e d e r a l , Government or the S t a t e , 

T e r r i t o r y or municipal goverranents". 

" A r t i c l e 224. M i l i t a r y t a x s h a l l be l e v i e d on B r a z i l i a n s who obta in penniss ion 

to d e f e r en l i s tment or a c e r t i f i c a t e exempting them from m. i l i tary s e r v i c e i n accordance 

with the p r o v i s i o n s o f these Regulat ions ( a r t i c l e 69 o f the M i l i t a r y S e r v i c e A c t ) " . 

" A r t i c l e 244* The M i n i s t e r o f War s h a l l be r e s p o n s i b l e f o r p r o c e s s i n g and 

s e t t l i n g cases i n which B r a z i l i a n s obta in exemption-from : m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e with l o s s o f 

p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s , i n accordance with a r t i c l e I41 , paragraph 8, and a r t i c l e 135, 

paragraph 2 ( l l ) o f the C o n s t i t u t i o n o f the Republic (1946). 

Sole p r o v i s o . I f a person i s exempted and su.bsequently wishes t o r e g a i n h i s 

p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s , he must be d r a f t e d i n t o an a c t i v e m i l i t a r y -unit with the f i r s t group 

to be c a l l e d up f o r i n i t i a l m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e , a f t e r he has passed a medical examination 

and provided he i s under 45 y e a r s o f a g e " . 

DECREE No.. 562 - GB-B, o f 8 June I967, o f the M i n i s t e r o f S t a t e f o r the Army, 

approves the " I n s t r u c t i o n s f o r the p r o c e s s i n g and se t t l ement o f cases i n which 

B r a z i l i a n c i t i z e n s obta in exemption from m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e on the grounds o f r e l i g i o u s 

b e l i e f " . 
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In accordance v i t h a r t i c l e 244 o f the Regulat ions to the M i l i t a r y S e r v i c e Act , 

the Decree governs the s t a t u s o f B r a z i l i a n s x-rhr^, on r e l i g i o u s grounds, claim the 

r i g h t to exemption from m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e and are t h e r e f o r e s u b j e c t to the p e n a l t y 

p r e s c r i b e d i n a r t i c l e 73, paragraph 1 ( b ) , of the Mil i ta , ry S e r v i c e Act . 

NOTICE 36 Ш - DIF, o f 8 J^ane 1980, o f the M i n i s t e r o f S t a t e f o r the Army, makes 

the D i r e c t o r o f M i l i t a i y S e r v i c e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r p r o c e s s i n g a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r 

exem.ption from, " m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e on r e l i g i o u s grounds. 
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^Original ; . E n g l i s h 

'G November I 9 8 O ] 

DElt'IARK: 

A c o n s c r i p t who o b j e c t s on grounds o f conscience to m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e o f any kind 

may, upon a p p l i c a t i o n , be exempted from m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e a g a i n s t doing a l t e r n a t i v e 

s e r v i c e i n the form o f c i v i l i a n v/ork ( c o n s c i e n t i o u s . o b j e c t o r s e r v i c e ) , . . The r e l e v a n t 

Danish l e g i s l a t i o n on t h i s s u b j e c t i s contained i n Act No. 42?, promulgated by .the 

M n i s t r y o f the I n t e r i o r on 30 September I98O. ( A copy o f the Act , i n the Danish 

language, i s e n c l o s e d ) . 

A c o n s c r i p t who does not on grounds o f conscience o b j e c t t o m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e 

i n v o l v i n g l i m i t e d use o f arms may apply f o r enrolment in the medical corps . 

A p p l i c a t i o n s to t h a t e f f e c t are d e a l t with according to the sajine r u l e s as a p p l i c a t i o n s 

f o r t r a n s f e r to c i v i l i a n work ( see b e l o w ) . 

A c o n s c r i p t who has been t r a n s f e r r e d to c i v i l i a n work may apply f o r enrolment i n 

the c i v i l defence corps . 

In h i s a p p l i c a t i o n f o r t r a n s f e r to c i v i l i a n work the c o n s c r i p t s h a l l s t a t e on 

what grounds o f conscience he v/ants to be exempted from s e r v i c e i n the armed f o r c e s 

or i n the c i v i l defence corps . 

Appl i ca t ions f o r t r a n s f e r to c i v i l i a n work s h a l l be submitted váth in four weeks 

a f t e r r e c e i p t o f the c a l l - u p order . I f t h i s . t i m e - l i m i t i s not observed, the 

a p p l i c a t i o n w i l l be r e j e c t e d . I f the c o n s c r i p t does not i n h i s a p p l i c a t i o n s t a t e 

the grounds on which he o b j e c t s to m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e he w i l l be required to account 

f o r these grounds wi th in a s p e c i f i e d t i m e - l i m i t . I f he f a i l s to do s o , h i s 

a p p l i c a t i o n x í i l l be r e j e c t e d . Appl i ca t ions f o r t r a n s f e r to c i v i l i a n work submitted 

a f t e r commencement o f s e r v i c e i n the armed f o r c e s or i n the c i v i l defence corps 

cannot be granted , A c o n s c r i p t can be t r a n s f e r r e d to c i v i l i a n work only once . 

Appl i ca t ions f o r t r a n s f e r to c i v i l i a n work s h a l l be submitted to the D i r e c t o r a t e 

f o r Conscient ious O b j e c t o r S e r v i c e , whose d e c i s i o n s may be a,ppealed a g a i n s t to the 

M i n i s t r y o f the I n t e r i o r . 

The per iods o f s e r v i c e a r e 11 months f o r c i v i l i a n work, nine months f o r s e r v i c e 

i n the a r̂raed f o r c e s , and e ight months f o r s e r v i c e i n the c i v i l i a n defence c o r p s . 

Conscr ipts t r a n s f e r r e d to c i v i l i a n v/ork s t a r t t h e i r s e r v i c e v/ith a s tay o f two 

weeks and two days a t a school where, i n a d d i t i o n to being given a, genera l b r i e f i n g 

on the terms o f s e r v i c e and the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of assignment, they r e c e i v e i n s t r u c t i o n 

i n s u b j e c t s o f re levance to assignment. 
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[ o r i g i n a l ; E n g l i s h 

[19 Novenher I98O] 

ОЕЖ'ШГх, FEDERAL .REFUELIC OF 

Conscient ious o b j e c t i o n is a fundamental right em.bodied i n A r t i c l e 4 (З ) o f the 

B a s i c Law ( C o n s t i t u t i o n ) for the Federal Republic o f Germ.any, which r e a d s : "No one 

ma.y be comipelled a g a i n s t his conscience to render war s e r v i c e invo lv ing the use o f 

arms. D e t a i l s s h a l l be regula ted by a federa,l- law. " iiot even i n . peace time may a 

person who has been formal ly recognized as a c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t o r be ca,lled up f o r 

militarjA s e r v i c e . The B a s i c Law says t h a t he may be required to complete a per iod o f 

a l t e r n a t i v e c i v i l i a n s e r v i c e . This m a t t e r has been r e g u l a t e d by f e d e r a l laws , 

namely the Conscr ipt ion Act and the C i v i l i a n S e r v i c e (Consc ient ious O b j e c t o r s ) Act . , 

According to the Conscr ipt ion Act , any person l i a b l e to m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e may a t 

any time apply f o r r e c o g n i t i o n as a c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t o r . The d e c i s i o n on h i s 

a p p l i c a t i o n i s ta,ken i n the f i r s t i n s t a n c e by an Examination Committee, i n the second 

i n s t a n c e , i f the a p p l i c a n t lodges an o b j e c t i o n , by an Examination Board, i n the t h i r d 

i n s t a n c e , i f he i n s t i t u t e s l e g a l proceedings , by an Adminis t ra t ive Court, a,nd in the 

l a s t i n s t a n c e , i f he a p p e a l s , by the Federa l Adminis t ra t ive Court. I f the 

a p p l i c a t i o n i s submitted be fore the end o f the induct ion p e r i o d , the person concerned 

may only be c a l l e d up f o r m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e b e f o r e the m a t t e r has been i n c o n t e s t a b l y 

s e t t l e d i f the Examination Board or the Admini 'strative Court has r e j e c t e d the 

a p p l i c a t i o n . 

The c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t o r may lodge a complaint with the Federa l C o n s t i t u t i o n a l 

Court a g a i n s t a d e c i s i o n by the Adminis trat ive Courts r e j e c t i n g h i s a p p l i c a t i o n f o r 

r e c o g n i t i o n i f he cons iders t h a t the Court has not taken s u f f i c i e n t account o f the 

importance o f the fundamental r i g h t o f c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t i o n . 

A person who has been formal ly and i n c o n t e s t a b l y recognized as a c o n s c i e n t i o u s 

o b j e c t o r must, i n accordance with the Conscr ipt ion Act i n conjunct ion with the 

C i v i l i a n S e r v i c e Act , complete a per iod of a l t e r n a t i v e s e r v i c e with a c i v i l i a n agency. 

That per iod corresponds to the average l ength of s e r v i c e o f persons l i a b l e to 

compulsory m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e , which a t the moment i s I 6 months. His c i v i l i a n s e r v i c e 

must be f o r the b e n e f i t o f the p u b l i c a t l a r g e and the s o c i a l sphere has p r i o r i t y . 
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^Original ; Arabic_ 

[17 October 1980^ 

EÜV/AIT 

In Kuwait, the purpose o f doing m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e and o f b e a r i n g arms i s s o l e l y 

to defend the homeland,' s i n c e o f f e n s i v e war i s p r o h i b i t e d under a r t i c l e 68 o f the 

C o n s t i t u t i o n . Hence, there are no l e g a l p r o v i s i o n s under which a Kuwaiti n a t i o n a l 

who s a t i s f i e s the condi t ions s p e c i f i e d i n the Compulsory M i l i t a r y S e r v i c e Act No. 13 

o f 1976 may be r e l i e v e d from h i s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to bear arms i n defence o f the 

i n t e g r i t y o f h i s count iy . In f a c t , a r t i c l e 47 o f the C o n s t i t u t i o n s t i p u l a t e s 

defence o f the homeland i s a sacred duty and t h a t the performa,nce o f mi i l i tary s e r v i c e 

i s an honour f o r c i t i z e n s , while a r t i c l e 157 stipulantes t h a t p r e s e r v a t i o n o f the 

i n t e g r i t y o f the homeland i s the i n h e r e n t o b l i g a t i o n o f every c i t i z e n . 

_Original s Spanish_ 

[11 November I 9 8 O ' 

MEXICO 

I am p l e a s e d ' t o inform you t h a t , under a r t i c l e s 5 and 3 I o f the P o l i t i c a l 

C o n s t i t u t i o n o f the United Mexican S t a t e s , n i i l i t a r y s e r v i c e i s compulsory. 

With regard to the p o s s i b i l i t y o f employing such personnel i n o t h e r s e r v i c e s , 

I am p l e a s e d to inform you t h a t , i n Mexico, n a t i o n a l mi i l i tary s e r v i c e i s eminently 

s o c i a l i n s i g n i f i c a n c e s i n c e , t o g e t h e r with the mi l i tar j ' - t r a i n i n g c a l l e d ' f o r under 

t h e " C o n s t i t u t i o n , c o n s c r i p t s are given t h e o r e t i c a l and p r a c t i c a l in format ion on j o b s 

and s k i l l s , l i t e r a c y c l a s s e s and c l a s s e s on o ther secondaay and advanced educat ional 

s u b j e c t s , as wel l a s t a l k s to r a i s e morale a.nd promote e s p r i t de corps and a s p i r i t 

o f p a t r i o t i s m , a combination o f s k i l l s which enables the Mexican Armed Forces to 

t r a i n c i t i z e n s t h a t are u s e f u l to themselves and to the country . 
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[ o r i g i n a l ; Englisb_ 

] l l November I 9 8 O ] 

SWEDEN 

The Swedish m i l i t a r y defence system i s based on compulsory m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . 

Swedish males between the ages o f 18 and 47 a r e requi red to undergo compulsory 

m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g and o ther m i l i t a r y duty both i n peacetime and wartime. 

The o b l i g a t i o n to do mi l i tar j ' - s e r v i c e i s , however, not a b s o l u t e . Por a 

number o f y e a r s Sweden has had l e g i s l a t i o n to the e f f e c t tha^t a person who, f o r 

reasons o f c o n s c i e n c e , d.oes not wish to carrjr arms, ma,y do n o n - m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . 

The r e l e v a n t l e g i s l a t i o n wa.s a^mended most r e c e n t l y i n 1978. 

Non-mil i tary s e r v i c e 

M a p p l i c a t i o n f o r n o n - m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e may be submitted a t any t i c j e , i r r e s p e c t i v e 

o f whether a c o n s c r i p t has been caviled up or n o t ; an a p p l i c a t i o n should be made i n 

w r i t i n g and conta in the reasons why the a p p l i c a n t o b j e c t s to m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . The 

applica.nt should a l s o l i s t h i s p r e f e r e n c e s f o r c e r t a i n types o f n o n - m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . 

Once a c o n s c r i p t has a^pplied the f i r s t time f o r n o n - m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e , he may not 

be c a l l e d up; any c a J l - u p order which ha.s been i s s u e d i s r e s c i n d e d . I f the 

c o n s c r i p t has a l r e a d y begun serv ing , he m.U3t be discharged immediately. He may 

not be c a l l e d up f o r mi l i ta-ry s e r v i c e again u n t i l h i s applica^tion has been f i n a l l y 

cons idered . However, i f there a r e good grounds f o r b e l i e v i n g t h a t a c o n s c r i p t has 

submitted an a p p l i c a t i o n c h i e f l y i n order to postpone h i s m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e which may 

bo imminent or a l ready i n p r o g r e s s , he must serve while h i s appl ica , t ion i s be ing 

cons idered . However, such a c o n s c r i p t may not be t r a i n e d i n the use o f arras o r be 

required, to car ry a,rms or ammunition. 

Anyone applying a second time f o r n o n - m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e i s ob l iged to c a r r y out 

the d u t i e s he i s ordered to perform during the time h i s current appl ica . t ion i s be ing 

d e a l t vrith. I f such a person has comipleted b a s i c m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g s i n c e h i s 

previous a p p l i c a t i o n , he i s treated^ a s a f i r s t - t i m e a p p l i c a n t , 

¥hen the m i l i t a r y a u t h o r i t i e s r e c e i v e an a p p l i c a t i o n f o r n o n - m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e , 

they must forward i t without delay to a c i v i l i a n boa.rd s e t up to cons ider such 

a p p l i c a t i o n s , r e f e r r e d to as the Board i n the fol lowing. . The Board then appoints 

an i n v e s t i g a t o r , \fao t a l k s to the a p p l i c a n t and subsequently p r e s e n t s a w r i t t e n 

repor t on t h e s e t a l k s , with h i s own comments to the Board. The a p p l i c a n t h i m s e l f 

i s then given an opportunity to comment on the r e p o r t . The Board makes i t s d e c i s i o n 

on the b a s i s o f the w r i t t e n m a t e r i a l . In doubtful cases the Board may summon the 

a p p l i c a n t to appear b e f o r e i t . 



E/aT.4/l419/Adá.l 
page 10 

The requirements vrhich liave to be f u l f i l l e d by a c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t o r i n 

order f o r Mm to bo granted n o n - m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e are d i f f i c u l t to d e f i n e . The 

r e l e v a n t s t a t u t e r e q u i r e s t h a t the Board i s s a t i s f i e d t h a t the use o f arms a g a i n s t 

another human be ing i s so incompatible v/ith the a p p l i c a n t ' s deeply f e l t personal 

c o n v i c t i o n s t h a t he w i l l not do m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e under any c i r cumstaлces . The 

prepara tory m a t e r i a l o f the sta , tutc regala , t ing n o n - m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e i n d i c a t e s how 

the s t a t u t e i s to be i n t e r p r e t e d . B r i e f l y , the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i s as f o l l o w s . 

The c o n v i c t i o n o f the a p p l i c a n t must bo based on r e s p e c t f o r the i n v i o l a b i l i t y 

o f human l i f e . The a p p l i c a n t must i i lso have renounced p e r s o n a l l y the use o f arms 

a g a i n s t human b e i n g s , whatever the purpose . His c o n v i c t i o n s may spr ing from h i s 

r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s or some o ther f a c t o r s and may be combined with a p a c i f i s t , or 

s i m i l a r , a t t i t u d e t o l i f e . In order to q u a l i f y f o r n o n - m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e , an 

a p p l i c a n t must show t h a t these c o n v i c t i o n s r e l a t e to h i s ovm use o f arms; h i s 

r e n u n c i a t i o n o f the use o f arms must, t h e r e f o r e , not depend on p o l i t i c a l or o t h e r 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . His c o n v i c t i o n s must a l s o be reasonably f i i m . The f a c t t h a t i n 

c e r t a i n s i t u a t i o n s an a p p l i c a n t might i n s t i n c t i v e l y a,nd unpremeditatedly use f o r c e to 

defend h i m s e l f or o t h e r s , need not d i s q u a l i f y him f o r n o n - m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . 

Should the Board d e c i d e . t o r e j e c t an a p p l i c a t i o n , the a p p l i c a n t can appeal t o 

the Government a g a i n s t the d e c i s i o n . Should the Board a l low the a p p l i c a t i o n , 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the a p p l i c a n t i s t r a n s f e r r e d from the Armed Forces to the National 

Labour IVIarket Board, a governmental a u t h o r i t y whose f u n c t i o n s inc lude t h e t r a i n i n g o f 

c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t o r s doing n o n - m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . 

Non-mi l i tary s e r v i c e should be done i n f i e l d s o f v i t a l .haportance to the 

commTHiity i n t imes o f таг and o f na,t ional emergency. Conscient ious o b j e c t o r s 

should t h e r e f o r e do t h e i r s e r v i c e under a p u b l i c a u t h o r i t y or with c e r t a i n p r i v a t e 

a s s o c i a t i o n s and foundations which have been approved by the Government. A 

c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t o r cannot be ordered to serve i n the Armed Forces a g a i n s t h i s . 

w i l l . 

Non-mi l i tary s e r v i c e may c u r r e n t l y bo done i n the fo l lowing sectors: 

( a ) c i v i l de fence ; 

( b ) • the r e p a i r and maintenance s e c t o r s on the r a i l w a y s , a t power s t a t i o n s . 

8.nd on the telephone network; 

( c ) the h e a l t h s e r v i c e ; 

(d) a g r i c u l t u r e ; 

( e ) f i r e - f i g h t i n g and rescue s e r v i c e s a t a i r p o r t s ; 

( f ) the s o c i a l s e r v i c e s ; 

( g ) s c h o o l s ; 

(h ) messenger and p o r t e r duty a t c i v i l s e r v i c e a u t h o r i t i e s ; and 

( i ) s o c i a l and o f f i c e duty with the Swedish Red Cross and the Swedish 
C h r i s t i a n Youth СошюИ . 
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The r e g u l a t i o n l e n g t h o f duty i s 420 days . A reduiction i s made f o r any 

m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e a,lready completed. The l ength o f s e r v i c e i s roughly equal to the 

t r a i n i n g per iods f o r c e r t a i n conscr ip ted Азтлу p r i v a t e s and non-commissioned o f f i c e r s . 

Conscient ious o h j c c t o r s r e c e i v e the sainc h e n e f i t s as ordinary c o n s c r i p t s . 

Re fusa l to do any kind o f s e r v i c e 

I f a c o n s c r i p t r e f u s e s to carrjr out h i s p r e s c r i b e d d u t i e s , he i s informed of 

the p o s s i b i l i t y o f applying f o r n o n - m i l i t a i y diity and o f the consequences o f h i s 

•refusal to do compulsory m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . Should the c o n s c r i p t p e r s i s t i n h i s 

r e f u s a l , he i s commanded, i n t h e p r e s e n c e o f w i t n e s s e s , to perform h i s m i l i t a r y 

s e r v i c e . In the event t h a t he 6,isobeys the o r d e r , g i v i n g such reasons f o r h i s 

r e f u s a l to serve t h a t the r e f u s a l can be regarded as f i n a l , he i s discharged 

immediately. 

I f a c o n s c r i p t does not repor t f o r duty, 'he i s l i a b l e to be f e t c h e d by the p o l i c e . 

¥hen a c e r t a i n per iod o f time has e lapsed without the c o n s c r i p t r e p o r t i n g f o r s e r v i c e , 

he i s a u t o m a t i c a l l y discharged i n a b s e n t i a . The saane reales apply to conscient ious" 

o b j e c t o r s on n o n - m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e . 

In a l l the c a s e s mentioned above the prosecut ing a u t h o r i t i e s and the Governments 

must be n o t i f i e d . A f r e s h c a l l - u p order may not be i s s u e d without p r i o x a u t h o r i z a t i o n 

by the Government. 

Conscr ipts o r c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t o r s on n o n - m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e who are Jehovah ' s 

Witnesses and who d e c l a r e t h a t they w i l l r e f u s e to perform, any kind o f duty a r e 

discharged f o r t h w i t h , and the Government i s n o t i f i e d i n each c a s e . A f t e r cons ider ing 

each s p e c i f i c c a s e , the Goverrjmont then dec ides whether a second c a l l - u p order i s to 

be i s s u e d . According to current p r a c t i c e , i f the person r e f u s i n g to serve i s a 

bona f i d e J ehovah ' s Wi tness , the Govemraent w i l l d e f e r the i s s u e o f a second c a l l - u p 

order u n t i l f u r t h e r n o t i c e . Such d e c i s i o n s a r e reviewed e . f ter a, c e r t a i n p e r i o d . 

Sanc t ions f o r r e f u s a l to servo 

A r e f u s a l to do e i t h e r m i l i t a r y or non-mil i t a rj?- s e r v i c e i s an o f f e n c e which i s 

d e a l t with by the c i v i l c o u r t s . For a f i r s t r e f u s a l , curx^ent court p r a c t i c e i s to 

impose a suspended sentence and a f i n e . A second c a l l - u p order w i l l then be i s s u e d . 

A reasonably severe p r i s o n sentence i s imposed f o r a second r e f u s a l t o s e r v e , but no 

f u r t h e r c a l l - u p orders a r e i s s u e d . A terra o f four months' ilлprisonment i s regarded 

as reasonably s e v e r e , A person thus sentenced ca.n be r e l e a s e d upon good behaviour 

a f t e r throe mionths. Sentences are served i n an open p r i s o n . 

Addit ional comments 

As has a l ready been mentioned, the l e g i s l a t i o n concerning c o n s c i e n t i o u s 

o b j e c t i o n was r e v i s e d i n 1978• However, i t can be s t a t e d now t h a t the number o f 

a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r n o n - m i l i t a i y s e r v i c e has i n c r e a s e d markedly s ince 1977? the y e a r i n 
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which the l e g i s l a t i v o changes vrere announced. Purtherraorc, a la-rge pcrcontage o f 

a l l a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r n o n - m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e a r e approved today. In comparison with 

the preceding y e a r , a p p l i c a t i o n s in 1977 i n c r e a s e d Ъу 2 1 , 9 per c e n t , i n 1976 by 

1 4 . 4 p e r cent and i n 1979 "by 1 0 . 5 per c e n t . Thus, the number o f a p p l i c a t i o n s i n 1979 

was 50 per cent h i g h e r than the annual average f o r the 1972-1976 p e r i o d . In 1979 

the Board re fused 15 per cent o f a l l the a p p l i c a t i o n s s u h n i t t o d . The corresponding 

average f i g u r e f o r the 1972-1976 per iod vras 55 per c e n t , № e r e the number o f 

a b s o l u t e r e f u s a l s to serve i n any ca,pacity a r e concomed, s t a t i s t i c s show a d e c r e a s e , '| 

but these f i g u r e s should be fol lowed up f o r a number o f y e a r s be fore an evalua,tion 

can be made. f 

In connect ion w i t h . t h e 197S amendments to the l e g i s l a t i o n , i t was s t a t e d t h a t the 

previous Siredish l e g i s l a t i o n on c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t i o n did not v i o l a t e the r u l e s o f 

the Б)игореап Convention on Huineai E i g h t s , nor the p r e v i s i o n s o f the Swedish 

c o n s t i t u t i o n . The l e g i s l a t i v e r e v i s i o n o f 1978 has n a t u r a l l y not changed anything i n 

t h i s r e s p e c t . 


