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Chapter I 

ISSUES REQ,UIRIIJG ACTIOIT BY TilE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 
OR BROUGHT TO ITS ATTENTIOIT 

A. Draft resolutions 

1 o The Comnission for Social Development recommends to the Economic and Social 
Council the adoption of the follovrinc; draft resolutions 0 

DRfi.FT RESOLUTIOn I 

United lTations Research Institute for Social Development 

The Economic and Social Council 0 

IIavinp; considered the report of the Board of the United nations Research 
Institute for Social DevelopHent on its activities durinc; the period from 
l november 1970 to 31 October 1930 (E/GL5/595), 

£~cognizing the importance of research on social issues for the formulation 
and iuple112entation of intec;ratecl t1evelon:r;1ent plans and policies 0 promotins 
participation of all sec;nents of society in the development process and an 
eouitable distribution of the benefits therefrom" 

~onsic1erin,<>; the functions of the United Hations I\esearch Institute for 
Social Developr,wnt and the ir,mortnnt contribution lilade by the Institute in this 
etreo.. 

Ileco.'"':nizinr; that the Institute has compl i.ec1 uith the recommendations of the 
Conmis~ion for Social DevelopLlent in its resolution 10 (XXV), particularly vith 
rc~·:ard to its catalytic role and its support for research l_y national research 
hoclies" 

p_trcs_sj2_1.~ the need to provicl.c the Institute uith the necessary financial 
J11ca;1s to ensure the contimw.tion of its 'llort 

Considcrin,'\ the o.ppeo.l nade by the Secretary--General to the Commission for 
Social Development at its tuenty-sevcnth session in the sc:me respect, 

L ~~cnresses its mmrcciation to Governments Jlrovidinc; financial support to 
·cho Institute~ 

2, Invites those Goverm'.ents tho.t ho.vc not yet clone so to moJ;:,e fino.ncial 
contributi;~1s t-;-the Institute o..ccordinc; to thoir possibilities 0 and, in the c::1se 
of those C:overm:c:nts tho.t o.c-Guo.lly support the Institute o to examine the possibility 
of incrc::1sinc their contributions, in both co.ses preferably on a regular basis or 
a project basis. 
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DRAFT RI:SOLUTIOIT II 

SociLll aspects of rural develoPP1ent 

The; I:conomic ~mel Social Council, 

Tiecallin:·; the Dc;claration on SociCll Pro:_ ress anc~_ Development contained in 
General- Assembly resolution ~51~2 (XXIV) of 11 DeceElber 1969 J 

_R_:=ca_llinr; als_C2_ the International Developnent Strategy for the Third United 
TTa.tions Developnent Decade, contained in General Assembly resolution 35/56 of 
5 Decer.1ber 19130, 

C~Ece_~1e~ at the distressing social conditions prevailinc; ln rural areas of 
mo.ny countries 

}'oJ:inr: into 2.ccount the need for ir.1plenentinc; inte:3rated rural developraent 
pro~ro.mnes to ficht mass poverty, raise the levels of living of the rural 1JOpulation 
and achieve the c;oal of equitClble cl_istribution of national income, 

1 o _9alls unon GovcrnHents, 1-rhile inpler.1entinc; the relevant provisions of the 
International Developnent Str~J.tec;y for the Third United ih1tions Developr1ent Decade 
ancl nationo.l developnent progra:c·rrJes, to c;ive special attention to increasinG the 
social imx'.ct of basic rural cl_evelopFlent policies such as: 

( 0.) I;·mler1entinr; ac;rarian reforms· 

(b) Prm.1otinc; co opercrtivc endeavours: 

(c) IntroC1_ucinr; clevelo~!rM;nt planninc; -

(cl) Strenstheninc; the role of national qualified personnel in rural 
clevc lo~;n1cnt 

(C) I:ncOUY0[_:inr; }JO]!U}.:Cr 'Xlrticipution ln the clcvclOp11ent process of r11ro.l 

;->. r_~?nucst_~ the Sccrct0.ry--Gcncro.l to devote snccial attention in the 
lort.llco··1inc: report on [-,]1c uorlc1 social situation Lo the social aspecLs of rural 
clcvclon,Jcnt, tul-:.in,n; into account the provisions of the nresent resolutior.; 

~ 0 Invites the Secretary- General to facilitate incre0.sinc; disseminC"Ltion 
of in:lor•lc;L-ion- "a;- nGtionC"Ll c::p~ricnce of countries uith different socio-economic 
sys l,cl·lS in rur~'.l c1evclopi;lcn t. 

)! fnrthcr rcCluests the Secretary--General to re11ort to the Con11nission for 
Socio_l nevelopr:cent C"Lt its -tvcnty--ei:·htll session on the i:m11lenentation of the 
~resent resolution. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTIOn III 

Youth in the contemporary uorld 

l!oting uith r;reat interest the inportance attached by the General Assembly 
and otl1er- United J>"!ations bodies to the concerns of youth 0 

Recallinr its resolntion 1979/lG of 9 day 1979 on youth in the conte:m.porary 
•rorld·;-e.s uell as General Asseubly resolutions 35/126 of 11 December 19u0 ;n the 
Internationnl Youth Year: Participation, Development_ Peo.ce and 35/139 of 
11 Decenber 1980 on channels of cor<JlJlunice.tion between the United Hations 8.nd 
youth and youth ore;anizations, 

Fotin,r.: vrith satisfaction that the Declaration on the Pronation enone; Youth 
of th~-- Ideols of Peace ,.'riutu"G:i Respect and Unclerste.ncl.inc: betueen Peoples 1/ 
continues to p1·ovide a usefu~ 1Jo.sis £md incentive for further action in the fielJ 
of youth" at the national" rec;ional, interreGional and inte1·national levels 0 

_(;onvinced that the preservation and strenc;theninc:; of international peace .s.nd 
security are prerequisites for c. secure and happy future for the youth of all 
countries, 

Hecornizin:e; the ir·1~1ortance of intec:;ratinc; youn[!; people in the over .. all life of 
society and of takinc:; fully into account their special neec~s uhen formulatL1c:; 
national l'lans ~:mel proc;rm:llUes, 

;~_:1~1Phasizi~y;_ the need for increasinc; the quantity anrl_ <J.Uality of op•!ortunities 
for yotmc:; ;_x:ople for their active and productive participation in the c;eneral 
develo:;nent of society: 

D~~-firr.lin,n; the necessity to intensify and consoliclc.te the efforts of the 
United IT2.tions so as to e:;ive effect to a co--ordino.tecl and practical approac11 to 
youth proc:;raH1es of all the United ~rations ac;encies involved, as uell as to 
strcn~.then co--operation uith non-~c;overnmental orc;o.nizc:cions of ~routh or C'tirectly 
ckaLi_ne; ui th youth) 

l!ocin;-~ the vieus on the question of youth in the contenporary -vrorlcl e::pressec1 
in th·e- re~!ort of the Secretary.Genero.l (I:;/CIL5/5G7) rmd in the report of the 
Co; 1".tission for Social Develop;·1ent on its hrenty-seventh session, 

1. Tat.cs note uith armreciation of the Secretary· -General 1 s report on youth 
in the conter'~!orary 1mrld (P/C1L5/5G7); 

2. f:eques~s- the Secretury-General to brin['; to the e.ttention of the General 
1\sscwbly at its thirty--si::th session all relev<mt docunents on the question of 
youth in the contemporary Horld prepared for the Counission for Social DevelopDent 

_1/ Genero.l AsseHbly resolution 2037 (XX). 



3. Further requests the Secretary-General to take into account the vievrs 
expressed on youth in the Corr~ission for Social Development in the preparation of 
the documentation to be submitted to the Advisory Committee for the International 
Youth Year: Participation, Development, Peace; 

4. Decides to include the item entitled nYouth in the contemporary world" 
in the ae;enda of the tventy-eighth session of the Commission for Social 
Development and decides that the Commission should consider under this item the 
second report on the situation of youth to be submitted by the Secretary-General 
in accordance 1-Tith Economic and Social Council resolution 1979/16. 

DRAFT RESOLUTIOH IV 

Social aspects of the access to culture 

The Economic and Social Council, 

l'lindful of mankind's lofty ideals enshrined in the Charter of the United 
Nations, 

Recallin~ the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rie;hts of 16 December 1966, £/ 

Recalling also the Declaration on Social Proe;ress and Development, 21 

Convinced of the importance of the role culture has to play in meeting the 
common needs of all peoples, and in raisine; the quality of their life, 

Recognizing the relationship between the cultural proe;ress of peoples, 
their co-operation, understandinr; and friendship, and 'wrld peace, 

Recol!nizinr-: also that cultural values :cepresent a. basic component of the 
identity of nations, which promotes understanding of their respective cultures and 
their values, and that full utilization of the cultural heritage is an 
indi spensable condition of each nation's self-affirmation, 

Convinced that every person, without distinction as to race, colour, sex, 
lnnr,uar;e, relic:ion, nati onali t,y, etlmic oric;in, family or social stat us and 
politic a.l convicti on, ha.s the ric;ht of access to cultural values, 

A\-Tarc t hat unless special institutional forms of national assistance are 
established, it vill soon not prove possible to overcome the lee;acy of lone;-
standing backwardness and nec;ligence, 

1. Reaffirms that cultura.l development l.S one of the most important factors 
of soc ial pror;ress~ 

2. Calls upon States to pursue continuous efforts to protect and further 
develop cultural values as social and spiritual ener~ for authentic national 
development and as mankind's common heritage; 

~/General Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex. 

]/ General Assembly resolution 2542 (XXIV). 
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3. Appeals to all nations to create cultura.l values 1-rhich enhanl!e friendship 
among them and to establish better social relations in the ,,rorl(l,. in particular 
1n mass culture ; 

4. Com.mends the United Nations Educational , Scientific and Cultural 
Ore;anization for its record of achievement so far in the field of access to 
culture, including, in particular, the reduction of illiteracy, raisinr; the level 
of eeneral education and the protection and further development of cultural values; 

5. Urges all Governments and other public and private institutions, both 
national and international~ to intensity their organizational, intellectual and 
financial efforts vith a vievr to expandin~ as effectively as possible 1·ride access 
of all people to culture and cultural 8ll1enities for promoting a balanced social 
development. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION V 

Draft neclaration on social and legal principles relatin~ to 
adoption and foster placement of chil~ren nationally apd --·-

international:!;~ 

Jbe Eco~omic and Social Com1cil , 

Recallinp; its resolution 1979/~8 of 9 ~1ay 1979 in '·rhich it submitted the draft 
declaration on social and legal principles relating to adoption and foster placement 
of children nationally and internationally to the General Assembly for 
preliminary c0nsideration at its thirty-fourth session, 

Bearing in mind the report of the Secretary- General (A/35/336) on vie,vs of 
f·1ember States on the text of the draft declaration, 

Convinced that adoption of the draft declaration will promote the well-bein~ of 
children '•ith special needs, 

Requests the General Assembly to consider at its thirty--sixth session the 
draft declaration on social and legal principles relating to adoption and foster 
placement of children nationally and internationally so that the further action 
proposed in Economic and Social Council resolution 1979/28 may proceed. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VI 

Emer~inv, social issues of international_c2nce~ 

The Economic and Social Council" 

~ecalling the Declaration on Social Progress and Dev;lopr.1ent contained in 
General Assembly resolution 2542 ()cav) of 11 December 19o9, the Declaration and 
the Pro~ramme of Action on the Establishnent of a Nev International Economic Order 
contained in General Assembly resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of 
l Ma,y 1974, and the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of Sta.tes contained in 
General Assembly resolution 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974, 
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Recalling also the International Development Strate,q:y for the 'rhird United 
Nations Devel;pment Decade contained in General Assembly resolution 35/SG of 
5 December 1980, 

Concerned at the growing disparity in conditions of living and income levels 
between people in the developed and developing countries, 

Concerned also at the adverse effects that unfavourable vorld economic trends 
might have on levels of :Living and social conditions of people, particularly in 
developing countries, 

1.. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a report on emerein~ social 
issues of international concern in connexion vith the chanr;es in the vorld 
economic situation, and to submit that report for consideration by the Economic 
and Social Council at its first regular session of 1983 throue:h the Commission for 
Social Development at its twenty-eighth session· 

2. Also requests the Secretary-General to pay full attention in his 
reports on the vorld social situation to emerging social issues of international 
concern in connexion ivith the changes in the world situation. 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VII 

Strengthening developmental social vTelfare policies and pro_r,rarnrnes 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Concerned at the slow rate of pro~ress of implementation of its resolution 
1979/18 of 9 May 1979 on strengthening developmental social welfare policies and 
programmes, 

Convinced of the value of developmental social welfare as an investment 1n 
the process of development, 

Hindful of the importance of the n1ne regional meetinc;s of ministers 
responsible for social 1-relfare held since the 1968 International Conference of 
Hinisters Responsible for Social Helfare and their contribution to the 
elaboration of strategies for social welfare in the context of over-all 
development, 

Convinced that those conclusions and recommendations should constitute a 
valuable resource for Governments in all regions as well as for the deliberatiom> 
of the Commission for Social Development, 

1. Reaffirms its resolution 1979/18, in which it requested the Secretary-
General to strengthen the Secretariat's activities rel~tin['; to policy, planning, 
traininr; and operational aspects of social welfare, including those of relevance 
to integrated rural development, having in mind the guidelines established by the 
General Assembly \·Ti th regard to development; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Commission for Social 
Development at its biennial sessions cornparati ve interregional analyses of the 
deliberations and recommendations of regional conferences on social welfare and 
related areas·, 
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3. Urges Governments to exploit to the full extent existing r;: :.~ .. d. 
welfare structures so as to make best use of available resour~es for serving th~ 
needs of all segments of the population; 

4. Further urges the Secretary-General to reinforce Secretariat r esearch 
and operaticnal activities related to developmental social welfare policies and 
programmes within existing resources; 

5. Requests the regional commissions to report to the Commission for Social 
Development at its biennial sessions on social welfare and social development 
activities~ 

6. Further requests the Secretary-General to report on the progress achieved 
to the Commission for Social Development at its twenty-eighth session; 

DRAFT RESOLUTION VIII 

vlelfare of mip:rant workers and their families 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Recalling its resolutions 1926 (LVII) of 6 May 1975 and 1979/12 of 
9 May 1979, 

Conscious of the fact that in certain regions the problems of migrant i-rorkers 
are becoming more serious as a result of current economic trends and r elated sod al 
and cultural issues, 

Concerned about the fact that, despite the efforts of Member States and 
international organizations, migrant workers and their families are, to a great 
extent, not always able to enjoy all the benefits of the application of the basic 
principle of equality of opportunity and treatment with regard to their 1-10rking 
and living conditions, 

Noting that the social provisions of bilateral agreements concluded between 
labour-employing and labour-supplying countries are often limited to eeneral 
statements, 

Taking into account the conventions and recommendations of the International 
Labour Organisation concernine migration for employment, migrant workers, 
mieration in abusive conditions, and the promotion of equality of opportunity for 
the treatment of workers, 

Recor-nizing the need for further efforts to improve the welfare of migrant 
1mrkers and their families as well as the preservation of their identity, · 

Recallinp; the Horld Population Plan of Action, ~/ adopted by the Uorld 
Population Conference, in which, inter alia, both labour-employing and labour-
supplying countrie s vrere urged ,, if they had not yet done so, to conclude bilateral 
or multilateral agreements which would protect and assist migrant workers and 
safe~uard the interests of the countries concerned, 

!i_/ Report of the United Nations Horld__Population Conference " Buchare~_, 
19-30 Aup;ust 1974 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E. 75.XIII. 3), chap. I. 
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L Reaffirms the need for the United Nations to consider the situation of 
nir·-rant 1mi-kers in -an interrelated manner, bearing in mind that the principle of 
equaL.ty of treatment extends to include the livinp; conditions of migrant 1-rorkers 
and. their families, particularly with rec;<:trd to housing, health, education ancl 
cultural and social "Helfare · 

2. _I.P._vite_~_ l1ember States to present exist in:': rese::trch findinr::s and 
c;overnmental reports to the Secretary-General so as to obtain an over-all viev on 
the situation of mic;rant vrorJ:ers and their fan1ilies ~ 

3. Yelcomes_ the progress nmde hy the Forkinr:; Group established to elaborate 
an international convention on the :'Jrotection o:!:' the rie;hts of all migrant uorkers 
and their families in accoro.ance vrith Ceneral Assembly resolution 31!/172 of 
17 ~ecember 1979: 

l~. B_~ue..§];E_ the Secretary-General to inclur:'le in the pror,ramme budc;et for 
l<;G?--1903 studics on the questions concernec1 vith the 11elfare of mif~rant Harkers 
and their families . and to undertake those stuoies in a com:nrehensi ve manner to 
inclucle conu_lOl1 recoiN.1endations · 

5. ~so r~_quests the Secretary- General to ensure, tal~inr; into account the 
vieus of the Governments ancl. orr:anizations concerned, that the reports req_uested in 
:Sconomic nnc1 Social Council resolutions 1926 (LVII) and 1979/12 shall be presented 
to the Corni'lission at its tvrenty--eir-hth session; 

6. J::.r:='comrnenc1s the inclusion of the question of the vrelfare of mie;rant 
uorlcers and their fm.~ilies in the agenda of the hrenty-eir;hth session of the 
Corrnission for Social Development to permit an e;~chanp;e of vievs and to promote 
furtller attention to e:is specific r:roup. 

DRAFT R}~SOLUTIOIT r~ 

T0ldne: note of the pror,ress report of the Secretary--General on the prevention 
of cli;o.bility (E-/CIL 5/591), 

~ndorsi_nJ.S. the conclusions ano recommenclations contained in that report, 

}~~~con]_b_!11~ the nomine.tion by the Secretary- General of his Special Representative 
for the InternationP.l Year of Disabled Persons) 

1. Calls unon Governments, the specialized O.{';encies and other orr;anizations 
of the Uniteo J'Tation-s system, as vrell as other interr,overnmental and 
non -,::'"ovcrJlmcntnl orc;anizations, to Hork toc;ether to I'lalce the International Year of 
TJisc>.bled Persons a success~ 

2 < Urr:es the Secretary"-General to take all necessary steps to ensure that 
the rehabilitation and uell-being of the disabled and the prevention of disability 
o_re, vrhcrever appropriate" c;iven due consideration vithin United nations 
nroc,rammes. 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION X 

World Assembly on Aging 

The Economic and Social Council, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 33/52 of 14 December 1978 by which the 
Assembly decided to organize in 1982 a Horld Assembly on Aging as a forum to 
launch an international action programme aimed at guaranteeing economic and social 
security to older persons, as well as an opportunity to investigate the impact of 
the aging of population structures on society, 

Reaffirming General Assembly resolution 35/129 of 11 December 1980 concerning 
the Vlorld Assembly on Aging, 

Convinced that the World Assembly on Aging is a significant international 
event through which a long-term programme of concrete and effective action on 
aging can be launched, 

Re-emphasizing the important role of the Advisory Committee for the 1-J'orld 
Assembly on Aging , 

Taking note of the establishment of the voluntary fund for the 1-Jorld Assembly 
on Aging, 

Taking note with appreciation of the report of the Secretary-General (A/36/70) 
concerning the preparatory work for the vlorld Assembly on Aging, 

Recognizing the role of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian 
Affairs in the preparation of the \·Torld Assembly on Aging, 

1. Calls upon .Member States, specialized agencies, regional commissions and 
non-governmental organizations to participate fully in the preparatory work for the 
I.Jorld Assembly on Aging and in the Assembly itself~ 

2. Appeals to Hember States to consider making contributions to the 
voluntary fund for the Horld Assembly on Aging; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General to take all necessary measures to ensure 
that the Advisory Committee for the Horld Assembly on Aging shall meet twice 
in 1981; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General, in designing the programme budget for 
1982-1983, to take into account the decisions adopted at the Horld Assembly on 
Aging aimed at improving the well-being of the aged~ 

5. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General Assembly at its 
thirty-eighth session, through the Economic and Social Council and the Commission 
for Social Development, on further actions to implement the recommendations 
adopted at the World Assembly on Aging. 

-9-



DI\AFT RESOLUTION XI 

?ocial aspects of the c}evelopmep_i_activities of the United Nations 

Recallinr: its resolutions 1979/!~5 of 11 nay 1979 on the establishnent of an 
~9_Hoc Forking Group on the Social Aspects of the Development Activities of the 
United Nations and 1980/27 of 2 nay 1980 concernin~ the report of the 1\.d HaS!_ 
Horldne; Group, 

Recalling also General Assenbly resolution 32/197 of 20 December 1977 and 
decision 35-/439of-lfi December lC)uO on the restructurine; of the economic and 
social sectors of the United nations syste!"l, 

_g_op._vinc_ed that all efforts should be made to ensure that the objectives of the 
Internationa.l Development Stratee;y for the 'Third United IJationc Development Decade, 
conte.inecl in General Assembly resolution 35/56 of 5 December 1980, shall be attained, 
in p<>.rticular part\r;raphs 3C) ancl. h2 and pa:rac:raphs 162 to 168, as part of the 
over-all strateey, 

Reaffir:minr; the Declaration on Social Proe;ress ancl Development, adopted by the 
General Asse~bly in its resolution 2542 (XXIV) of ll December l969, 

!tea_f:_firming that development is an inte~ral process embodying both economic 
and social objectives, 

l. T11kes note of the report of the Ad Hoc Horkinr; Group on the Social 
Aspects of-theDev~ioTJment Activities of the United illations (E/1981/3) and 
expresses its apprecia.tion to the members of the Group and all those who 
contributed to the report; 

2. Take£_not~ of the report of the Secretary-General (E/1981/7)" the replies 
that have so ffl.r been received by Governments, ancl the d..i.scussion on this question 
at the tHenty--seventh session of the Conurtission for Social Development·. 

3. ~pdory_~, in particular the view of the A0- Ho_£_ Horl:ing Group that 
economic and social development rrre different facets of a unified aporoach to 
development, that social aspects of development are related to the problem of 
ensurinr: that development lvill becoNe an increasingly people-oriented process Hhich 
will fit into a comprel1ensi ve intep:r~ted approach that talces full account of the 
indivisible nattrre of the development process· 

h. !_akes note of the recommendations contnined in the report of the ~sl_Hoc 
Harking Group rer;arcl.inc; relevant legislative mandates of the United Nations system 
and recommends tho.t the Ceneral Assembly should consider takinr: appropriate 
co-ordinati ve l'leasures to ensure an intec;rated ap}Jroach to development in its lmrk; 

5. Decides to continue consideration, at its second rer,ular session of 1981, 
of measureS"" sugGested in the report of the Ad Hoc Horkinr-: Group to improve its 
'.wrk, particularly throurh communication betvreen and co-ordination of its 
functional commissions and committees: 
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6. Expresses its appreciation of the inputs made to the vrorlt of the 
Commission for Social Development by the specialized a e;encies and stresses the 
importance of continuing and stren~theninr; co·-·operation behreen those agencies and 
those parts of the United Nations engared in the social aspects of development; 

7. Endo:;-ses_ the vievr of the Ad Hoc 11orking Group that the Unit eo_ Nations 
system must continue efforts to evolve a better conceptual framework for an 
integrated approach to developmental problems~ anc. on the need for such a 
conceptual framevrork for its activities related to social development ; 

3. Calls upon the Corr·mission for Social Developrnent at its twenty-eighth 
session to make its contribution to the review and appraisal of the International 
Development Straterr,y for the Third United Nations Development Decade ~ 

9. Further endorses the vievr of the Ad_ Hoc ~ ·TorY:inr, Group that the Centre for 
Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs , in order to make its appropriate 
contribution to the work of the United Nations system in the area of social effects 
of development for the fulfilment of over·· all development objectives , should, at 
the same time as it pursues its group-·SJ:lecific mandates, intensify its efforts, 
in co-operation with other ele:rn.ents of the United Hations syste:rn concerned. 0 to 
pay special attention , inter alia, to popular participation ~ local- level action 
and social 1·relfare policies· 

10. Requests the Secretary-General to enable the Centre for Social 
Development and Humanitarian Affairs and other relevant bodies of the Secretariat 
to play their appropriate role in providing substantive support in their areas of 
competence for technical co-operation activities undertaken on behalf of the United 
:Nations at the request of the l'1ember States by the Department of Technical 
Co-operation for Development: 

11. Further requests the Secretary- Genere.l to take the administrative 
measures necessa.ry to implement the approach described in the l)resent resolution~ 
thus a} so enabling the Centre for Social Developl'!lent end Humanitarian Affairs to 
implement its mandates within its existing resources , and to report to the 
Economic and Social Council at its second re~ular session of 1981 on the 
implementation of the present resolution. 

B. Decisions requiring action by ~~e __ C~un~il 

2. The follouing decisions adopted by the Commission require action by the 
Economic and Social Council. 

DECISION I 

Nomination of members of the Board _<2_f_~l.l~ United Hat ions 
Research Institute for Social DevelqJ?_I.!lent 

At its 680th meeting, on 16 February 1981, the Commission decided to nominate, 
for confirmation by the Economic and Social Council , the follmvinc; candida.te for 
membership in the Board of the United Nations Research Institute for Social 
Development for a four-year term beginning on 1 July 1981: 

Gustavo Est eva (l"'exico). 
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The Commission also nominated Karl Eric Knutsson (Sweden) for an additional 
term of two years beginning on l July 1981. 

DECISION VII <j_/ 

Provisional agenda and documentation for the twenty-eighth 
session of the Commission for Social Development 

At its 686th meeting, on 19 February 1981? the Commission, pursuant to 
paragraph 2 (e) of Economic and Social Council resolution 1979/1~1 of 10 Hay 1979, 
decided to submit to the Council for its revie11 the provisional agenda and 
requested documentation for the twenty-eighth session of the Commission set out 
below. 

Provisional agenda and documentation for the twenty-eighth 
session of the Commission for Social Development 

l. Election of officers 

2. Adoption of the agenda and other organizational matters 

3. Survey of recent and prospective trends and fundamental changes ln the 
field of socio-economic development 

Under this icem the topics of interest to the Commission include over-all 
developmental issues such as the implementation and the review and appraisal 
of the International Development Strategy; the realization of the 
implementation of the Declaration on Social Progress and Development:. the 
social aspects and consequences of fundamental chanGes in the world economy 
related in particular to the establishment of the new international economic 
order; the social aspects and consequences of issues such as unemployment, 
inflation, the role of transnational corporations, armament and disarmament; 
and the social aspects of major dimensions of the development process 
involving structural socio-economic transforrrations. The Commission Hill 
consider the short-term and long-term aspects of such issues. 

Documentation 

Subject to rule 5, paragraph 2, of the rules of procedure, the Commission 
will have before it the following documentation: 

1981 report on the ;.rorld social situation and report on the implementation 
of the Declaration on Social Progress and Development (legislative 
authority: General Assembly resolutions 34/152 and 34/59) 

Report by the Secretary-General on the review and appraisal of the 
International Development Strategy 

5/ 'Ihc attention of tl:c Council is drmm to chapter VIII, concerning the 
Commission's consideration of the draft provisional agenda for its twenty-eighth 
session. 
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f:eport of the Secretary--Genera,l on emerr;ing social issues of 
international concern (see draft resolution VI above) 

1~. -~?cio_:_!::C0.!1omic polic_!_e_E_ related to issues concerninrr the equitable 
distribt~tion of national incoJ"le ·and. -tl~e :Pro~-e-ssofinst:itutio-i1E;i __ _ 
~~-;e1o1Jffiei}_t- ------ - --- - -----------·-

Under this item the issues of interest to the Commission incluCie the 
process of social <'l.evelopment related to patterns of economic r,rmvth ·and 
patterns of equitable distribution of income~ Health and services: the social 
aspects of major diii1ensions of the development process such as 
industrialization, rural developPent and the mobilization of national 
resources including human and natural resotrrces : the role of institutional 
development in the achievement of socio-economic objectives :, and the 
achievement of an integrated approach to planning and policy-me.ldnr;. 

Documentation ----------
Subject to rule 5, parac;raph 2, of the rules of procedure , the Commission 

will have before it the follmving documentation: 

IJote by the Secretary--General on main conclusions of research project on 
incor·le distribution (legislative authority : medium- term pl&n for the 
period 1900- --1~33) 

Deport of the Secretary-General on the implementation of draft 
resolution II a0ove 

5. Social intersratio_n_ 

UnCl.er this item issues of interest to the Commission include social 
integration policies and instruments·. popular participation:, local-level 
action and co .. operati ves ~ access to culture ; social vrelfare policies anc~ 
measures: family and child •relfare anc} Helfare of migrant uorkers ancl their 
fnmilies. Youth , ac;ing and disabled persons 1-rill be identified as 0istinct 
areas of concern. These issues vrill be treate<'l. 1-rithin the frameuork of 
broader social development concepts and urgent international concerns such as 
unemployment and inflation. 

Documentation ·------------
Subject to rule 5 < paragraph 2, of the rules of procedure J the 

ConnTl ission ,.rill have before it the follmrinr, documentation : §_/ 

Tieport on trends in strategies and polir.ies for social inter,ration 

Tieport on popular participation anCl. local--level action 

Report on clevelopmental social vrelfare policies anc proe.;rowmes (see 
draft resolution VII above) 

Report on trends in family and child uelfare 

6! Pro~ress in activities relatin~ to women and crime nrevention and criminal 
justice will be brou~ht to the attention of the Commission thro~h nro~ress reports 
on the programme budr;et and in connexion with the mediurn-terr'l ulan under aP"enda 
i tern 6, "Other matters 1;. 
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Report on pertinent regulations regarding the protection of mir;rant 
workers and their families (legislative authority: Economic and 
Social Council resolution 1979/12; see also draft res olution VIII above) 

Heport on the progress in the preparations for International Youth Year 

Report on the situation of youth (legislative authority: Economic and 
Social Council resolution 1979/16· see also draft resolution III above) 

Report on the Horld Assembly on Aginr, and the international programme of 
action for aging 

Report Dn the International Year of Disabled Persons and the world plan 
of action for disabled persons 

Annex to the report on the world social situation on the implementation 
of the Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons (legislative 
authority: General Assembly resolution 31/82) 

Report on the prevention of disability (legislative authority : Economic 
and Social Council resolution 1979/14) 

6. . Other matters 

Prot;ress report for l9Rl-1982, including, inter alia, follovr-up action 
to the resolutions adopted by the Economic and Social Council on the 
recommendation of the Commission at its hrenty-seventh session, and the 
medium-term plan for the period 1984-1989 

Pror,ress report on implementation of the social welfare and social 
development activities of the regional commissions for the biennium 
1981-1982 

Report of the Board of the Institute of the United Nations Research 
Institute for Social Development 

Consideration of the draft provisional agenda for the twenty-ninth 
session 

7. Adoption of the report of the Commission to the Economic and Social 
Council 

C. Deci s ions brou~ht to the attention of the Council 

3. The fol]owing decisions adopted by the Commission are brought to the 
nt.tcntion of the Economic and Social Council. 
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DECISION II 1/ 

.!:reposed med.ium--term plan for the pcrio<!_ 1984-1989 

At its 683rd meeting, on 17 February 1981, the Commission, having expressed 
its re~ret that the States members of the Commission had not been in a position 
to prepare detailed comments on the draft of the proposed medium-term plan for 
the period 198!~--1989 because it had been made available to them only during the 
session, in one langua~e , and having noted that the comments of the State members 
of the Commission were to be taken into account by the Secretary-General in 
preparing the proposed medium-term plan, decided: 

(a) To request the Secretary-General to recast, in the light of the 
comments mad~, as early as possible ) the relevant sections of the draft of 
the proposed medium-term plan for the period 198lr-19B9 and to submit them in all 
the working languages of the Commission to the States members of the Commission 
and the States participating as observers for comments, which should be submitted 
within an appropriate time-limit to be determined by the Secretary-General; 

(b) To request further the Secretary--General to ensure that all documents 
to be submitted to the Commission at subsequent sessions should be available in 
time in all the worl~ing languages of the Commission. 

DECISION III II 

Pro~ress report for the biennium 1979-1980 

At its 683rd meeting, on 17 February 1981, the Commission took note of the 
progress report of the Secretary-General for the biennium 1979-1980 (E/CN.5/593). 

DECISION IV 

Reports on a unified approach to development analysis and planning 

At its 683rd meeting, on 17 February 1981, the Commission took note of the 
report of the Secretary-General on a unified approach to development analysis and 
planning (A/36/69) and the report of the Secretary-General entitled "Unified 
approach to development analysis and planning: elements of an integrated approach 
to social and economic planning" (E/CN.5/586). 

DECISION V 

Report of the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control on 
its sixth session 

At its 685th meeting, on 18 February 1981, the Commission took note of the 
report of the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control on its sixth session 

11 The attention of the Council is drawn to chapter VI, concerning the 
Commission's consideration of the proposed medium-term plan for the period 
1984-1989 and the progress report for the biennium 1979-1980. 
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(:b/1900/112 and Corr.l) . \lith respect to the recommendation contained therein that 
the seventh session of the Conmitt~e should be held in 1981 instead of in 1982 as 
currently schedulecl._. the Cow..mission dre,., attention to Economic and Social Council 
resolution 1768 (LIV) of 10 Hay 1973_. by '·Thich the Council decide d that its 
subsh1iary bodies shouJ.d meet biennially, and decision 1979/31 of 3 Auc:ust 1979, 
by uhich the Cou.11cil cl.eci(:ed that, once the cal endar of meetine:s had been adopted ) 
no t1epartures from the biennial cycle of meetinc:s 1-rould be authorized. 

DECISIOH VI 

Pror;ress --~_art on strenr;theninr; d~velop!'l_ental social '1-relf~ 
no1:icies and prop;rammes 

At its (.85th meetin~, on lA February 1981> the Com~ission took note of the 
proeress report of the Secreta~r-General on strenr-thening developmental social 
velfare policies and programmes (E/Cn. 5/5G9 ). 

--16-

\ 



Chapter II 

SURVEY OF RECENT AND PROSPECTIVE TRENDS AND FUNDAII!EN'rAL CFAr!GES 
IN THE FIELD OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

4. For its consideration of item 3 of the agenda the Commission had before it the 
International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade, 
contained in General Assembly resolution 35/56 of 5 December 1980, and a note by 
the Secretary-General on aspects of social development in the 1980s (E/CN.5/585). 

5. The Director of the General Analysis and Policies Division, in introducing the 
item on behalf of ·i:;he Assistant Secretary-General for Development Research and 
Policy Analysis, noted first that there was widely expressed dissatisfaction with 
the rate of progress and with the way in which its benefits were distributed both 
nationally and internationally. There had been considerable economic and social 
progress in some parts of the developing world, but the unevenness of such gains and 
the present difficulties of the world economy, combined with wider political 
problems, were generating a f~eling of uncertainty as to the immediate prospects for 
economic growth and social development. The confidence in the collective ability 
to manage change was weakened. In developing ccuntries, the role of the State in 
so~io-economic development was difficult to harmonize with the promotion of 
widespread and active participation of the population in the tasks required for 
development. In the developed market economies, questions were raised on the limits 
of the Welfare State. In the socialist countries thP-re were issues related to the 
allocation of resources between social consumption and wages. 

6. Besides the role of the State in the context of economic, political and cultural 
uncertainty, the second set of issues to which the note before the Commission 
addressed itself concerned social equity. The distribution of the benefits of 
development was shaped as much by structures and institutions as by the size of those 
benefits and there was no general and satisfactory theory of the relation between 
growth and equity. Yet it was possible to know more about the effects of policy 
measures taken in various sectors on both growth and equity, and to clarify the 
alternatives available to policy makers. Many social injustices could be avoided 
without prejudice to economic efficiency. Many measures for greater equity would, 
in fact, improve the conditions for economic growth. A case in point was the 
breaking down of artificial obstacles to various forms of mobility. Yet choices 
and trade-offs were unavoidable. Economic measures aiming for instance at raising 
productivity levels were necessary to raise national incomes and thus reduce 
poverty, but they often generated benefits unPvenly, at least in the short term. 

1. The new International Development Strategy provided a framework of objectives 
and policies within which all countries could work to promote development. The 
social content of the Strategy was to be found not only in the section on social 
development, but also in the preamble and in the section on goals and objectives. 

8. Several representatives expressed their appreciation for the note on aspects 
of social development in the 1980s. The issues raised were of importance not only 
to the Commission but also to other United Nations bodies. It was noted that the 
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current uncerLainty in the vrorld was not confined to probleJlls of economic c;rm-Tth 
and ec•)!lu;nic efficiency. It had deep roots of a cultural nature. The family, for 
instance, >ms subjected to si(r,nificant chan[';es. For one representative a revival 
of t ·adi tional values such as r-xoup solidarity vras necessary, not because it vould 
free the State from social intervention, but in order to create a new feelin~ of 
responsibility amonr individuals. It was observed that contemporary societal 
chanLe included hi~her education for considerable numbers of people, an increased 
flow of information, a stronc;er demonstration effect and a {~rowinr: maturity of 
societies. Social progress depended on the political structure in the world and 
within e~.ch country. The crucial problem was to lmow whether societies were 
orsanized to fulfil specific human needs. Only when there was real popular 
participation in performinr, the tasks called for by social pro~ress could society 
J.T•_Jrt:l·]:J identify useful tarcets and ways to reach them. 

9. It vras noted that the harmonization of the State's activities for social 
development with initiatives from below was foreatly facilitated by lar~e voluntary 
or~anizations such as trade unions, co-operatives, consumers' movE:mc::nts and othC;r 
forms of social action which provided an essential liaison between people and 
f-', v::r~mc:::-_'~. In ":eneral, dichotomies and dilemmas that could be observed in that 
area of social development and the role of the State should not be overstated. 
There vras for instance a continuun between preventive and curative activities. 
A mix of measures was required and the current emphasis on preventive action was 
made necessary by the overly exclusive curative approach adopted in the recent past 
in rn.any countries. Yet beyonr. such broad orientations for p:cvcrnml::nt. policy, 
difficult choiceL were imposed by current economic circumstances and, in many 
countries, by more structural factors such as the rate of population growth. 
Everyvhere the decree of State activity was faced with risin[:': costs, risinr; 
expectations and a wideninr.: acceptance of the principle of equity. There -v;ere 
a~onizing decisions to be made to establish and reassess priorities between social 
and other services and within social services. Often, adjustments were made by 
freezinr: social expenditure at existing levels, thus letting inflation erode their 
real value, or by transferrin['; costs to other levels of ~overnment, thus c;ivin~ 
the illusion that choices were made and priorities established. Perhaps it was 
necessary to promote the most cost-effective modes of intervention, but circumstances 
were unique in each society and social justice had to be perceived in that context. 
The assumptions unoerlyinr, social policies in the recent past needed to be 
re-examined. The received visdom on development, on equity and on State 
intervention had to be criticallv assessed. 

10. It was nointed out that the document on aspects of social development in the 
1920s did not fully recor,nize the specific situation of developin~ countries. There 
'derr several types of uncertainty. Some were intrinsic to the historic process, 
invol vinr: chanr,es -vrhich could not be predicted. Other uncertainties emerr:ed from 
tocrmolo,n;ical pror:ress R.nd other factors such as the transformation of attitudes 
nnd values. Like the first type, those uncertainties were difficult to reduce and 
control. There was however a third type of uncertainty, imposed on some countries 
because o1 their status of dependence vis-a-vis the more powerful countries. The 
lack of e~uity in international economic relations and the resultinc situation of 
dependence of developin~ countries were putting the latter in too weak a position 
to elaborate and pursue their development efforts. The various types of uncertainty 
had to be clearly differentiated. At the same time it was necessary to show more 
accurately the importance of the international factor in the problems faced by 
developing countries in their search for crm-ith and social equity. 

-18·-



11. A number of representatives indicated that the mood of uncertainty expressed 
in the note submitted to the Conwission was alien to the socialist countries, and 
they insisted that the economic and social development of those countries was to 
be reviewed in United Nations survevs and studies separately instead of bein~ 
inter~rated ar,ainst the processes which were characteristic to the countries with 
free market economies. As was stressed by those representatives, the decisive 
pre-condition for ensurinc successful development and social justice in the 
socialist countries was public m.,nership of the means of production. 

12. Other representatives observed that the note before the Commission conveyed a 
messa~e of criticism of the role of the State in promoting social development. In 
fact, an analysis of the State itself, of its characteristics in different societies 
with different ideolor,ies and different social, economic and political structures 
would reveal very different situations. There were countries in which the Stat e 
fully represented the people, being an instrument of the whole population in 
solvinG its basic economic and social aspirations. There were countries in which 
the State fully represented the people and where a devolution of power from the 
centre to the local level was an irrelevant concept. Moreover, the Declaration on 
Social Pro~ress and Development (General Assembly resolution 2542 (XXIV)), as well 
as the new International Development Stratery, contained clear principles, 
objectives and recommendations on the role of the State in promotin~ socio-economic 
development. Other issues should be studied and an exchan~e of experience should 
be or~anized on such concrete issues as the State systefl of social security, the 
socio-economic right to work, education, health and other fundamental aspects of 
social welfare, popular participation, the development and use of human resources, 
the policies of transnational corporations and the social consequences of the arms 
race. The problem of rural development was crucial, moreover, and the effects of 
land reform, the situation of landless farmers and other disadvantaeed groups should 
be thorouGhly investicated. 

13. Some delegations believed that, mindful of the prov~s~ons of the International 
Development Strategy, the Commission should stress at its current session the 
crucial importance of an objective analysis and ~eneralization of the experienc e 
accumulated by various countries in spheres such as (a) the role of public and 
co-operative sectors in social development; (b) the introduction of coflprehensive 
social and economic planninr,; (c) the implementation of prof,ressive acrarian 
reforms; (d) the realization of full and inalienable sovereir,nty of States over 
their natural resources and all economic activities, includinr, the richt to 
nationalization as a prerequisite for effective social development; (e) the equal 
participation of all countries in mutually advanta~eous international economic 
relations and social pror,ress. Special studies should be also devoted to subjects 
such as (a) the role of the State in social development; (b) the State social 
welfare system and social inter;ration policies; (c) socio-economic rie:hts ( includin.«: 
the ri~ht to work, education, health care, social welfere and housin~) and social 
deve~_opment; (d) equitable distribution of national income; (e) mass participat:i.on 
in the development process; (f) the policies of transnational corporations and 
social development ~oals in developed and developinG countries; (:;) comprehensive 
development and utilization of human resources as a prerequisite for social 
development. The ~eneralization of the experience of socio-economic chan~e could 
facilitate the elaboration by all countries of more effective development 
pro{!;raml'1es. 

14. Host representatives referred to the new Internatione"l Development Strater:y 
as the frameivork for national and international act ion during the Decade. It ims 
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notec~ that the Stro.te.n:y pror-.ot c d an inteGrated perception of development probler·lS. 
'i'lle social and economic objectives \-rhich U'2l~e enbodiecl in the Strater:y, and their 
i ;:-Jtern <>.tionc:,l ancl. no.tional fo.ce ts, -vrere to be seen as a cohesive Hhole. 

15. The rep::..~esento.ti ve of the ilorlo_ Danl;: sur.marized the contents of the 19~0 ~Torlcl 
Devclonr;ent Report publisl1ec1 by his orc,anization. IIe poin·ced out the relationship 
-vihicl-;--;o-ulr'_- be observec'l 2non:.::; various sectoral social and economic policies" and 
stressc>c1. the i11port2nce of prii'ary education as a leacl.inc; factor for social and 
econ.or_,ic nrocress. He e:xnlo.inec1 the E1ethoc'lolor;y used in preparinc; the report 8.nd 
sm1e of the assw1mtions vnderlyinr, that i~lethodoloc;y uere questioned by members of 
·che CoFl!ilission. The repr e sentc..ti ve of the International Labour OrGanisation ( LLO) 
l·efern~d to the basic objectives pursued by the ILO since the Tripartite Forld 
Contercnce on Dnployment .. Income Distribution ~ Social Procress and the International 
niv~_sion of ljabour, helcl c.t Geneva from 1: to 17 June 197G) and indicated that the 
·-~oc'.l of full employnent by the year 2000, accepted by the international coEmnmity 
in the nev Strate~Y. uns o.n att8.inable objective. It :cequi:ced a rate of econonic 
::;Toutb v!1icb uc..s not out of :ceacb. The rel;resento.tive of the Unitec1 nations 
i\'lucr>:cion2.l Scientific o.nc1 Cu.ltur8.l Orc;anization ( ill'::CSCO) stressed the importance 
of enc1oce;:ous d~velonment. Cultural values uere essenti8.l in the developdent 
:'Jrocess and self---reliance shoulet be encourac;etl. and nade possible by a favourable 
international environment . 

Conside r2.tion of the c~.r2.ft 1; ronosal subnitted uncler ar;enda item J 

lG 0 /\.t the 6COth Peetin~; . on 16 February lS'Gl, the representative of Tnailo.nd, on 
bel1 ,-clf of India> Lesotho . the Phili]Jpines, Ronania, Suec1en cmd Thailnnc1, introduced. 
!.', (l'<'.:ft resolution (E/CI:.5/L.l·5~) 0 entitled D-.1er.::;in~ social issues of 
inJc: ern at ion.:::l concern . fl.t the sam.e Heetin:--; , the representnti ve of the Unicn of 
Sovi et Socio.list I\epublics orally proposed the ac1c~ition of tbe follouinc; paracr8.ph 
o.t t 110 en c1 of the ope~:rtti ve :!J8.rt: 

· fl._lso reQt' ests the Secretary-General to pay full attention in his reports 
on the u orlcl social siti'::J.tion to ej,1erc;inc social isspes of international 
conccl'n ln conne::O.Oi1 'ri th the chnn~es in the vorlc1 situation · 

The Sl)Onso:cs 0 -~ 
j_ the <1rnft resolution accepted the OJilenG!'lent. 

l( .. At its GC3rc1··1ectinc: . on 17 Febru.8.ry lS'Gl , the Cor.n-·lission ho.cl before it n 
l' cvis c <1 c~raft rc;,olntion ()~/C11.5/T~o~5(l/Rev.l). 

lfL J'.t t ~ t c s::u-.le r·cetin:: anL~ follouinr; an cxchnnr.;e of vieus , the Cor.unission 
:-t(~ opt c (i. (r:cft resolution r;fc;'.5/L.h59/Rev.l. (For the text" see chap. I, sect. A , 
alJove cl.l·::J.:i:' c resolutioi1 VI.) 
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Chapter III 

SOCIO-ECOHOMIC POLICIES RELATED TO ISSUES COlrCE:fliTIHG 
TH:C EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION OF NATIONAL INCOME AND 

POPULAR PARTICIPATION 

19. For its consideration of item 4 of the arenda, the Corr~ission had before it 
the report of the Secretary-General on elements of an integrated approach to social 
and economic planning (E/CrJ. 5/586) and a report of the Secretary-General conte.ining 
practical conclusions on the anplication of a unified approach to development 
analysis and planning (A/36/69}~ 

20. The Director of the Genere.l Anal~rsis and Policies Division, speakinlj on 
behalf of the Assistant Secretary-General for Development Research and Policy 
Analysis, introduced the item jointly vrith item 3 of the acenda. He summarized 
the tuo documents presented to the Corr~ission and referred to the legisle.tive 
authority for them. The first document (E/CH.5/586) vas an attempt to illustrate 
very tentatively one of the dimensions of an integrated approach to pol:i.cy making 
1-rhich could be further investi~ated. That dimension i!as the analysis of the 
relationship, complementarities and feedbacks that existed, or could be cenerated, 
bet11een concrete sectoral prop;ranunes. Research on such a relationship had been 
conducted in various quarters and there Has a need to capitalize on the results of 
that research. The second document (A/36/69) i·ras the latest in a series of reports 
on the experiences of Governments in applyinp a unified approach to developJnent 
analysis and planning. The replies of Governments to an aide-memoire requesting 
information on the subject uere summe.rized in that document. 

21. For a number of representatives the concept and practice of e. unified approach 
to development analysis and planning were complex and perhaps more and mo:ce 
difficult to understand. It seeDed that an integrated approach to policy making 
depended essentially on t1-ro basic elements, the first beine; the organizational 
structures, at the national and international levels, conducive to the interration 
of various programmes and efforts. Inte~ration, in that context, meant the 
elaboration and implementation of mutually reinforcing actions, seared touards 
clearly identified ~oals. Several delegations insisted on that aspect. The role 
of institutional arrancenents was crucial to promoting an integrated development 
pattern. Often, different ministries and different agencies vrere pursuinc; their 
own objectives and proc;ramnes, ~..rith vertical lines of organization from the central 
to the local levels and •-ri thout commonly shared goals and mutually reinforcing 
programmes. The second basic clement of <m integr~:~.ted u.pprcach to policy n;uldn~ 
anQ development was to be found in the personal attitudes of the decision makers~ 
administrc.tors and researchers involved in the elaboration and implementation of 
policies and programmes. It vras still difficult to overcol"'l.e barriers betueen 
the language and attitudes of people from different disciplines. 

22. Sone representatives citinf, the experience of socialist countries ~ expressed 
the view that a unified approach should take fully into account the balance of 
material, human and financial resources and that that could be achieved only under 
conditions of public ovmership of the means of production. They also noted that 
the contents of the documents subrilitted under the item did not altogether 
correspond to their titles. 
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23. Concrete examples of an intt:{~l't~ted approach to policy rnaldnrc; '.!ere l:lC:nU onecl 
by sou' re~Jrescntati ves. It Fas possible to or~janize proc:rc:cmmes around a 11t'J 1-
defined objective. In one country Hhich had a!Jpliecl that approach, infant 
r:10rtali ty ~ for instance, had been considerably reduced throu[3h an arnw of 
diversified and cor,rplel"lentary actions in various sectors of intervention. In 
other co~ntries, 1:i th a centrally planned. economy, a unified approach to 
development >vas achieved throur:h an inte[;rnted process of planninc: and 
impleuentat ion. 

2h. Several representat:i.vcs rec;retteJ. th'1t the document on relationships nrr1.onc 
sector~• '!aS limited to a fei' exal"lnles taJ:en from the social sectors. The 
interactions betueen econo;11ic and social sectors Here equally important. 

25. 'J.'he importance of a unified approach to socio-economic planninc: in the 
Lmle1.~E::ntation of the ne'\T International Developrlent Stratec:~r -vras stressed. It uas 
:i;:rportant to undertake an objective analysis of the ex:oerience of countries in 
L:pler~entin~: a unified approach for the achievement of socie.l objectives. 'l'he 
issues of income distribution and the role of the State in promoting social 
develO:!:'!:lent and J!Opular participe.tion had to be considered together. It Has also 
pointed out that there 1ms a direct relationship betueen disarmament and development 
and that it '.ras necessary to reallocate the resources currently expended on 
ari:laments to realize the objectives of social development. 

ConsiC_eration of the draft pronosal subnitted under ar;enda item 4 

2G. At the 680th meetin[:, on 16 :rebruary 1981, ~he renresentative of l~ongolia, 
on behalf of Lesotho and !~nc:olia~ introduced a draft ;esolution (E/CN.5/L.457), 
entitled "Social aspects of rural develorment". At the same tine, she orally 
revised the te:~t by (a) adc1inc: the uords "contained in General Assembly resolution 
35/5G of 5 Decel.'lber 198011 at the end of the second preambular paro"raph; 
(b) revrording the third prem:1bular parac;raph to read: "Concerne('l at the distressing 
social conditions prevailiP:~ in rural ere::.s of many countries 11

; and (c) deletin:o; 
the iiOrds "of developine; countriesn in operative para=:rar)h l. 

27. At the same meet inc:, the Con:mission adopted draft resolution E/CIT. 5/L. 45'7, 
l'.s orally revised. (For the text, see chap. I, sect. A, above, draft 
resolution II.) 

DocUlilentrction submitted under a~enda i ten !1 

213. At its 683rcJ. meetinc;, on 17 February 1981, on the proposal of the Chairman, 
the Comuission decided to tal;:,e note of the report of the Secretary-General on a 
unified approach to development analysis and planninc; (A/36/69) and the report 
of the Sccrctary··C'eneral entitled "Unified approach to J.evelopm<>nt a11alysis and 
planninr:-: elements of an integrated approach to soch•.l and economic planninc" 
(E/CF.5/5D6). (for the text of the decision, see ch::.p. I, sect. C J above, 
decision IV.) 

-22--



Chapter IV 

PROGRJ\llTll~S AND POLICIES FOR SOCIAL HTTEGBATIOP 

~~9. r!'he Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and HUmanitarian 
1\i'fairs stated in her introductory remarks under item 5 of t he agenda t~'lt there 
uu.s a need to consider the social factors necessary for development in the 
International Development Stratec-y for the Third -United Fations .Developrn~nt Decade . 
'l'he Gtrn.tegy recor,nized that the full and effective lXl.rticipation of tl1e people in 
c..1cvelopu ent must be assured~ :;?articularly for less advanta[Se<l population grou:os. 
;Ienber States, she noted, had reg,ffirined their commitment to attaining those 
objective~> in a series of global conferences held during the Second Developrilent 
Decade. 

30. Despite considerable efforts by the international community, there had been 
little pror,ress, especially amonG developin13 countries, in ~radicating pov~rty •. 
Confronted by ener,sy-related problems and weakened economies, and a decline in · 
development assistance, many of those countries uere being forced to cut: 
back social services. The Assistant Secretary-General stressed the importance 
to developing countries of fashioning models of development based on indizenous 
needs and national traditions and a more dvnan1ic ·concept of social interrrat ion. 
'l'hnt could provide countries uith an opportunity of devising urogrammes to · 
mobilize their hurr.an resources on a pr~~tical, :pra[Jnatic and int;:;r;ratetl basis~ 

31. 'l'o ensure that the needs of the people in general, and. t he needs o f the le s:; 
a.dvantac;ed population c;roups in particular, vere fulfi.tled, there vas a ne ed for 
upprupria.te economic and social measures. In that respe0t the role of people's 
pcrticipation in achievinc; the rroals of national developnlent as · a means of em:tbl:ing 
less advantuged population c;roups to contribute effectively to ancl benefit frorn · 
dt' Velopmcnt ua.s important; it Has, no less importantly, a vay of drawinc; the. poor · 
into the development process. The General .l'.ssembly had re6pori.ded to those -prob101,1S 
by ucsi c; natinc 1981 as Internutionrcl Year of Disabled Persons and 19135 'as 
Intl'rna.tion8.l Youth Year; in addition, it had decided to ort;anize a \!orld As~>emblJ 
on f\.c;inc; in 1982. Those events ca!:le under the direct responsibility of the Ce11tre 
for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs; that constituted a challenc;e for 
tl 1c Centre and had iFlportant implications for its ·vorl;: prograiJlJJte. 

32. She d<=scribed the basic orientation of the activities of the Social Dcvelo]Jment 
Branch of the Centre ivhich fell under the mandate of the Commission as the concepi_. 
uf "social inte[;ration". That aimed at securinc:; for the less . advantacecl groups in 
soc iety full access to their country's social and economic institutions on the 
ba.~;is of full eo_uali ty. It implied the creation of conditions to ensure the 
contribution of less advantaged groups to the development process, not ably youth, 
the acinc; , Jisabled persons, \VOmen and mie;rant ilOrl<:ers and, in turn, ·the ir receiving 
3 rair shnre of the benefits. 

33. Durin G the discussion on the item several rel}resen"!;atives me.de Genen,_l 
obnervations concerninc the areas of activity of the Centre for Social Development 
:c.ncl ll1.1!1tmitari2n Affairs. They euphasized the iL1portance of the -vrork of tl1t' Centn: 
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and e~~pressed t::e need to ~tr •'nr:thPn it. 'l'hey also stressed the need to consider 
tl~e 1'group-specific issues;; '"ithin the broader context of over --all c1_evelo?JI!lent. 
'::_'he ne ed for studies on the iL'lpo..ct of development trends on spec if'ic population 
croups :1nd the develo:t)::'ent of general social policy frameuorl:s l:i thin uhich the 
r:roulcr:s of specific population croups coulc~ be considered vere ur r; ed 1::y several 
delcc;ations. They all enphGsized that there shoulcl be a conceptual social policy 
i'rar :evrorl: able to relate the proble:ms of specific population c:roUTJS such as uo:!len, 
youth, the r:c;inc, ancl disabled uersons to the economic and socio.l aspects of 
r~evclo}::r:tent. An obvious linl: uas seen betueen, for example, poverty, old Dr;e ancl 
J is ability. ~'hile an 11 atolilistic" a:!Jproacll could be acceptable to the specializcc1 
accncies vith reGard to the problems of srecific population rroups, such an 
<c!'proe.ch uas not acceptable for tl•e De~e.rtment of Internatiom~l Econo1:dc 8nd Social 
_r·_fi'airs, 11hich dealt r.10stly c:i th l:lroacler 1-;olicy is sues fur the attainment of 
!_1cvelo[;!""lent ol>j ecti vcs. Therefore:, the Centre for Social Develo:;:r1ent and 
I!u,1w ni t arian Affairs shoulcl pe_,, special at tent ion, alonr: vri t:1 its crouD-S!Jccific 
e-ctivities. to social intec.;ration, popule.r perticipation, local-level action ancl 
soci:J.l '.Telfccre policies and services in order to play its role in the atto.im.wnt 
of the objectiv•"s of tl1t-· International DPVt>lormPnt StratPCY. 

3h. T!1e desirability of the continuation of prorcrmnmes related to coFmunity 
l\evelo:;,:nel:lt ~ms nentioned. It <·re.s pointed out th::-.t there uas a distinct role for 
oro ~~dor social studies Fithin the integrated c.pproach to economic anc::_ social 
dcvel o:x-1ent. 

:35. Several cleleec;ations noted that there should be close interdisciplinary and 
interc.[_ ency co-opere.tion ar·on.r,- the Centre for Social Develorment nnd Humanitarian 
1\.f:fc:•_irs, the specio.lizecl 8.[jencies: the regional commissions, recional and other 
s~")e cio.lizcc reseccrch institutes anc'- non-c;overmK·ntal orr:;anizations active in the 
f i e ld of social developr' ent. ~ ·Pny dele~a.tions felt there vas nn urcent need 
1'or G. !'lOl'e active involvei,lent of the Centre in providinc; substantive support for 
t e c!mic e!.l co-ore ration activi tics in the areas of its competence. 

3G . 1'he representative of tbe Centre for Soci al Development and Ilumanitarie.n 
!1ff':1irs c ave additional inforne.tion to the Con·mission. He exrJlained that the neE::d 
i 'or broader policy frameHorl:s for group-specific activities uus already recoc;nizcd 
5_n tlle current procra!nme of uorl<. There uere studies uhich concerned the bro2.der 
i;;sue s of social inteGration such as social i:r·1p::1.ct studies ancl local--level action 
o.n0 c o-o~erative activities, in addition to specific population Group activities. 

fl._ Youth 

~7. -:.~o r _its consideration of the question of youth, the Commission hacl before it 
t i10 r eport of t1Jc Secretary--C'eneral on youth in tl~ e conter,1porary uorld (I:/Cl! . 5/507). 

3C1. In 11cr introductory stnteraent, the Assistant Secretc.ry-General for Social 
~\:vclom;1ent ;::ncl Ilum:mitarie_ll Aff::drs stated that the internatiom>.l community ho_d 
~: iv en priority to develo:•'linG and initiatinr: effective solutions for the econoi"_ic 
:.nd s oci~·l problems confrontinr; the 'wrld's youth. The International Youth Year: 
P~rti c i pat ion, Develovment, Peace (1985), 1~ich had been proclaimed by the General 
'·. s~; t:mbl:'/ in 1979, provided an excellent opportunity for the international cou!muni ty 
t o pror.!ote the best educational, professional and livinG conditions for younc; 
y; e op l e o.nd to ensure their active l)articipation in the over-all development of 
soci c: ty. She Hentioned that, in the 1980s, Fernber States, international 
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or~anizations and youth non-~overnmental organizations voull1 undertake inten::>ive 
and co-ordinated activities on youth. The preparatory uork on International 
Youth Year had already been started by the Centre for Social Development and 
Humanitarian Affairs and had received strong support from other ae;encies of the 
United Nations system and non-governmental organizations. 

39. In the ensuing debate a consensus emerged that youth-related issues should be 
considered '\·Ti thin the frameuork of over-all development policies and programmes. 
'l'he essential challenge vras to meet the needs and aspirations of young people 
1-ri thin a pattern of development that articulated many important questions of major 
concern to youth. 

40. Youth policies and :9rogrannnes should be vie-..:red uithin a broader conceptu2.l 
frameuork. In doing the.t, consideration should be given to the principles 0 

objectives and goals of the International Development StrateP'y for the Third 
United nations Development Decade. Prae;matic measures shoulc:i be developed for the 
social inteGration of young people, to enable them to contribute to as Hell as 
share in the benefits of development. 

41. A number of youth-related issues Here identified by several representa7-ives, 
nillnely, the integration of youth in the over-all life of society, the scarcity of 
employment, education and training, and health and nutritional needs~ as 1rell as 
broader issues dealing -vrith human rights, disarmament 0 colonialism, neo- colonialism 
and racisr.:t in all their forms. Attention uas dra>m particularly tv the situation 
of youth in developing countries. 

42. Several representatives stressed the importance of mobilizinc; youn~ people at 
all levels to ensure the best educational, professional and living conditions, 
as uell as their meaninc;ful and substantial participation in the over-all 
~evelopnent of society. That could be achieved throuch systematic plannin~ and 
procramming processes based on a careful exm1ination of the needs and aspirations 
of the population in c;eneral and youth in particu~ar. 

43. Several proposals -v1ere made concerning lvays to tacl:le the problems of youth, 
such as the promotion of crass-root, local-level action, support services, 
provisions for relevant educational opportunities and traininc facilities and 
measures for improvinc; the q_uali ty and quantity of opportunities for young ;;eople 
in nation-building tasl:s. 

44. Some representatives stressed the importance of the question of channels of 
cornr.lUnication bet1-reen the United Nations and youth and youth orc:anizations. It 
uas pointed out that although that question had been debated almost annually in 
United Nations bodies for the past 10 years, progress had been less than 
satisfactory. Concerted efforts 1vere needed to promote better understandinc end 
mutual support throuch improved channels of communication bet-vreen the United 
l"ations, youth and youth org8nizations. 

45. f:Tany representatives stressed the importance of the International Youth Year 
and said t'bat it provided an excellent opportunity for the adoption of innovative 
measures and programmes of action at the national and local levels, according to 
the specific circumstances, experiences and priorities of each Peml.Jer State. 
Several representatives considered that careful preparations 1·Tere needed to ensure 
the success of International Youth Year. In that regard, t hey recot;nized the 
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central role to be pl8_yed by the Centre for Social Develol)ment and Humanitarian 
Affairs and emphasized the need for closer collaboration ar.J.onr; !Tember States, 
United I!c..tions agencies c-mc_ youth non-e:overnmental on;anizations. The need for 
n stronr; interdisciplinary o.pproacll uas also stressed. 

L16. Several rep1·esentatives considered that, in the light of International Youth 
Year, there uas a need for 1:1ore extensive studies on the situation of youth, as 
~rell as on specific issues such as el:J.l)loyment, problems relating to youne; migrant 
;.rorkers, democraphic situations and so on. In that connexion there uere suc;gestions 
that the International Labour Organisation should undertake a series of studies 
on the G.ifferent aspects of unenployment and under-employment problems, and that 
the operational activities of the United TTations system, particularly those of 
the United nations Volunteers prograrmne, should be expanded. 

B. Ap;in~ 

47. In her introductory statement on the report of the Secretary-General on the 
question of the elderly and the acec. (P./36/70), the Assistant Secretary-General 
indice.ted the extensive preparatory activities in Hhich the Centre for Social 
Development and Hume.ni tarie.n .!\ffairs uas enc;aged for the 1982 Horld Asse:obly on 
L""lnt:;. :Re;;ional technical meetin~·;s on aginr; had already been held in three of the 
four developing rec;ions, cmd tlle fourth vras to be convened Hi thin the next month; 
tuo others Houlci. be J1eld i:r. 1S'Gl 9 one in Europe and the other in North .Anerica. 
She a.lso noted the.t recional !'reparatory neetinc;s for policy mal~ers uould be 
convened by the rec;ional commissions during the next 12 months in consultation 
uith the Centre for Social ~evelopment and HU!11anitarian Affcdrs in its capacity as 
the secretariat for the i!orld Assembly. Tl1e Advisory CoJJ1mi ttee for the Horld 
Assembl~' on A:::ins '.1as ex~)ected to 1:1eet brice in 1981. She stressed the.t in all 
those activities there h2.d been active co-operation between the Centre and the 
coDcerned specialized ac;encies, as Fell as i!ith non-covernmental organizations 
in that field. 

48. During the ensuin.::_, discussion, it uas consistently emphasized that th: question 
of agint; should not be isoleted from the larc;er issues of social development. 
Sather, one should see aging uithin the broader context of the world's social, 
economic and de1,10graphic trends, so as to comprehend the complexity of the question 
and to understand the interrelatedness of aginc; vri th the issues of society at lare;e. 

1~9. Several representatives provided information on the c;rm-ring numbers and 
proportions of the ar;in~ in their countries. They indicated that the increase uas 
resultinG in an acinc of their populations vJhich he.d serious social and economic 
policy implications. They hic;hlie:;hted some of the innovative approo.ches they had 
undertal:en in response to the phenomenon. It vras stressed that measures should be 
inplemented to ensure the continuinr; participation of the asin15 in societies, and 
in that respect they should be assisted to remain in their mm homes as lonG as 
possible. Institutionalization should be considered as a last alternative. 

50. A number of representetives emphasized that the situation of the e.[jing in 
developinr; countries differed markedly from that in developed countries. In many 
instances the aginrs irere still hi:;hly respected and car eel for. Hm.rever, ui th 
increasins trends of urbanization and inr~ustrialization and other related social 
P.nc'. economic chane:es, so:.1e of the developinr; countries Hould increasir><~ly face 
such issues. 
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51. Hith regard to the Horld Assembly , several representatives expressed their 
appreciation of the nor}: of the Centre for Social Develor,rnent and Humanitarian 
Affairs and indicated their interest in being actively involved in the plannin,:, 
and implementation of the Assembly in 1982. Concern uas expressed about avoidinG 
any delays in the preparatory \·rork. 

52. It 1-ras emphasized that the Horld Assembly could provide a uni<"2,ue opportunity 
to launch an international action progrtW.me aimed at r;uaT8.nteeinG economic and 
social security for older persons as 11ell as opportunities for them to contribute 
to national development. Several dele~ations emphasized the need for action at 
the national level through such mechanisms as Nationa.l Committees for the 1Torld 
Assembly on A,r~inc:, to raise the level of auareness rer;arding the needs of the 
elderly. 

53. Action at the re[ional level was also stressed as vital for the success of 
the Uorld Assembly. The action already undertal:en by the regional corr.missions vias 
noted uith appreciation and the Commission emphasized the need for the strengtheninc: 
of activities at the re~ional and subregional levels. 

C. The vrelfare of children and families 

54. The family >Tas seen by several representatives as the basic social unit in 
ul1ich behaviour was shaped in the earl~r years of the child. Ra.pid. social and 
economic change, hovever, had had a profound effect on family patterns and 
structures. Several representatives stressed that, in assistinG the family under 
such circumstances, it vas necessary to see the needs of the family and child in 
the context of the larc;er group, community or region. 

55. Increasing the self-reliance of the family I·Tas seen as being amone; the most 
important means for strengthening the family in addition to the provision of 
velfare, health and education services. Attention vras called particularly to 
assistinG the child, be it in a rural or urban environment. 

56. For those situations Hhere the child was uithout parental care and adoption 
or foster placement of the child 1muld be a constructive a;•proach, one delegation 
urged that the draft declaration on social and leGal ~rinciples relatine to 
adoption and foster placement of children nationally and internationally (A/34/289) 
and the comments received from r·;ember States on the draft declaration (A/35/336 
and Add.l) should be resubmitted to the General Assembly for its consideration 
at its thirty-sixth session. 

D. JTigrant wor!-~ers 

57. In her introductory statement, the Assistant Secretary-General for Social 
Development and Humanitarian Affairs said that transnational mi~ratory movements 
of workers under the current adverse economic conditions hed resulted in serious 
human and social problems for the 1-rorkers and the countries directly affected. 
She pointed out that despite the efforts made by the Governments of certain host 
ccuntries and by some international oro;anizations, mio;rant uorkers and their 
families vere still unable to enjoy equality of opportunity and treatment in 
ret;ard to social services and livinc; conditions. That •ms one of the reasons uh:r 
ni3rant 1-rorkers, and. particularly their families, could not be fully intet;rated 
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into the life of the cOlmnuni t~r. i 'it=:rant uorkers had also encountered difficulties 
in reinteGration into their corW'lunities upon returninG to their countries of 
origin. 

58. A number of represent:1tives expressed their concern about the possibility 
that, under the current unfavourable econoraic circumstances leadine: to crovring 
unemployment in man~r host countries, the social situation of migrant vrorters and 
thei:c families might further deteriorate. ~ton~ the most serious problems 
1:1entioned in regard to mi;::;rant vrorl~ers 1-rere family reunion, education of children, 
difficulties encountered by second ~;eneration youn[~ micrants in a:iaptation to the 
society of tl::e !--_r·st country and reintec;ration in their country of oricin. 

59. It 1;us stressed that the ~Jrinciple of equality of treatment for migre.nt 
'·rorkers and their families~ pe.rticularly vri th rec;ard to housinc, education, 
health, culture and social ~relfare, should receive c;eneral recognition and full 
imple;~entation. 'I'he need for establishing integration services enablinc; mic;rant 
i·rorkers and their fa.r::ilies fully to exercise the social rir,hts offered to them by 
the laus of the host country vas e!!lphasized. It Has stated that United Hations 
orgaP.s and competent specialized agencies should continue their efforts to improve 
the social situation of mi [;rant uorkers and their families. It Has noted that 
United Hations ler.islative bodies should consider the problems associated vith 
int erne.tional labour mie;re.tion in a. comprehensive manner, taldne into account 
econol::lic, deeographic, lec;al and social aspects of the subject. It Has requested 
that the report called for under Economic and Social Council resolution 1979/12 
sLould be subL'i tted to the Corm:dssion for Social Development at its twenty-eighth 
session. 

E. Social uelfare 

Go. For the consideration of this question, the Corr@ission had before it the 
proc ress reports of the Secretary-General on the strengtheninc; of developmentel 
socio.l vrelfare :9olicies and prugramrn.es ( E/CIJ. 5/589) and on field operational 
activities for technical co-operation (see E/CH.S/590). 

61. In her introductor~r statement, the Assistant Secretary-General for Social 
Development and Hwnanitarian Affairs stated that social welfare had been an 
important area of United. Eations activities. Since the historic International 
Conference of rrinisters I\esponsible for Social Helfare, held in Nev York from 
3 to 12 September 1968, it lw.d acquired a dynamic orientation, preventative and 
clevelo!Jmental in nature, uhich had heen further strenethened and elaborated in the 
nine subseC1uent regional intergover!"'Jnental conferences on social welfare. She 
emphG.sized the interdependency between developtlental social velfare, popular 
participation and c,roup-specific issues. Further, she pointed to the great need 
for the international corrmuni ty to identify current priori ties in developmental 
social welfare, es!Jecially since there had been no global interr,overnmental meetin~ 
on the subject. 

G2. The Assistant Secretary-General, Department of Technical Co-operation for 
Develop~:.ent, inforr:J.ed the Commission about the role played by that Department in 
rendering technical assistance to ~·lember States vri th a view to support inc their 
efforts in socio-economic planning, policy formulation, programme and project 
impler.:entation, nanager1ent, monitoring and evaluation. She emphasized that 
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technical co-operation in direct resnonse to nationAl needs anG reauests vas the 
front line of the United I: at ions res.:;onst: to social developme nt priorities, o.nd 
stressed that it uas ai111ed P,t peo:·:>le, both as the means to attain the objectives 
soucht a nd as the ultimate beneficiaries. The Department strove at all t i nes to 
b ase its advice to Governments on uhat mie:ht be termed the ;;unified appr oach" to 
socio-economic development, vhich recor,nized the.t the proces s consist ed of ::>. 

complex und comprehensive s et of objectives, tarEets, resources and. me chanisms in 
cThich the social dimensions '.vere fully tal<::. en into account. Examples vere presented 
of projects currently executed by the Department, which covered a 11ide ranr:;e of 
socio-econo:::ic activities. She made reference to projects in community devel o;):nent, 
social Helfa re services, inteGration of uor1en and youth, rural development, 
demography and fm:1ily plannine; , household surveys, administration reforn and loc al-· 
level administration. ~lost of those projects, she indicated, were executed in 
collaboration vri th, and for, other United Nations agencies and internatiomJ.l 
organizations. At the global level, in the context of the ProgramBe of Action 
a dopted by the Horld Conference on Agrarian Refon1. and Rural Develo::_:Jment, held at 
Home from 12 to 20 July 1979, the Department \-TaS currently executing a project 
uhich aimed at strengtheninG national capabilities to plan, formulat e and manage 
rural socio-economic programmes and projects. Preparations vrere under He.y, in 
accordance 1·Ti th General Assembly resolution 34/152, to organize a sewina r on 
popular participation. 'I'he Department had already organized a series of 
interregional uorkshops on "grass-roots 11 development experiences of populc:n· 
participation. She pointed out that although the numbe:c· of projects cate~orized 
by the United lTations as purely social development had decreased, that should i n 
no 1ray be interpreted to nean that the social inputs into technical co-operation 
activities had decreased, On the contrary, they had been intec:;rated more and mor e 
into proj e cts of all descriptions. There 1-las, hOi·rever, the need to define further 
the requirements and Bodalities of co- operation in social development areas and 
the Department loolced to the Comrrission for p;uidance. 

63 . Several representatives expressed their concern about the linl;: b et,-reen the 
CJ.uestions of the dis abled, the aging, youth, vomen and other population {3rou~'s a nd 
broader social Helfare issues. 'Ihey felt that group-specific services should be 
reconciled and consolidated uithin inter-;rated social vrelfare approaches. 

64. Some representatives stres sed the importance of the involvement of ponula r 
participation and developmental social welfare approaches in oajor int ernational 
events. In that connexion, the relev2nce of developmental social 1relfa r e to the 
entire population and not just to certain groups, its emphasis on enhancinr: the 
social functioning of :people in their families and conli'lunities and people's 
participation vras stressed. The contribution of social vrelfa r e to other sectors 
uas ncntioned as having .::;reat vlaue for the total process of development . 

65. The need to devote c;reater attention in the Secretariat's activiti2s to 
aspects of Tio.npovrer development and tra ining of ceneral social velfare personne l 
to serve the needs of different segments of the population uas stressed b )r so1,1e 
repres entatives. It vas also urced that Economic and Social Council r esolution 
2080 (LXII) on tra ininG for social development should be impleroentecl, considerinG 
that previous United Hations surveys on social welfare traininc; had been ver y 
useful to Governments. 

66. Several represe ntatives stressed the iNrortance of strengtheninG t he 
relationships bet1ve en the Secretariat and the non-governmental orc;aniz ations 1n 
the field of social Helfare, considerinr, the extensive and often innovative 
a ctivities undertal<: en by those organizations. 
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67. 'The deeline of' technical co-uperation activities in soci a l ue.lfaY"e v as 
c ·,) !fJllcr:t-.ed U}JQn by some: rr::presentatives, who urged that the Secretariat shoulc'! 
fulJy inplC:r•ent Economic and Social Council resolution 1979/1'7 on field operational 
<• ct .iviti <: s f o r · t<-: chni cnl co-operetion ~ in so far a s it specifically r e l a ted t c the 
·l'.i cld of social wel fare. In that connexion, the ir,lportence of Secreta ri at 

1ii,i."tive s in increas e d collaboration bet1.reen Unit:ed I!ations Headquart e r s and t he 
·io";il cor:rrnissions in the field o:i social vrelfare uas stressed by some 

.' r:~s cntatives. 

(-.;:., 'i'hc r e corrJr.enci_atio ns of the Second Asian and Pacific r.;inisterial Conference on 
~,c, cinl 1.fe lfare ond Social Development uere brought to the attention of the 
Cor.rr:1ission, 1-.rhich included em~hasis on an inte~ratecl approach to social policy 
P.nd. develo~~ment, higher p:ciori ty for social aspects of development, special 
~·-t tcnti on to the rural poor and those in urban slums, and develonmentally oriented 
".ocia.l 1·reJ f a re polici e s and proeramrnes. It 1vas stated that the neuly establishe d 
1\siu and Pacific Development Centre 110uld include, in its four areas of worl;:, 
social uelfa rc and soci8.l develop!'lent, as reconunended in Economic and Social 
Council resolution 1979/13. 

r;9 , '::·he r epresent ative of the United :!:1ations Children's Fund (UI'liCEF) stre ssed th e-
i::t er c1epe nd ence of r roup-specific issues and developmental social ~relfare and the 
need to treat crour-specific issues 'Tithin the policy, planning, organization ancl 
tr <-c ininG fr ume1wrks of social 1-relfare. She pointed to the potential economies and 
cost effe ctiveness lil:e ly to result from such an approach. She also dre1-r attention 
to thC' evolution of the concept of developmental social vrelfare, 1-1hich incorporated 
pt: CJ~l'" 's r;a rti cipation, intersectoral collaboration and preventative approaches ? 
n:::~i,·tly as a result cf the deliberations of the International Conferenc e of Finist <~:n; 
li e :.; ponsib l e for Social Uelf9re and the various recional social velfare ministers 1 

confe~enc Ps held sinc e then. 

·ro. 'fh e r e1') resent atives of the organizations in consultative status >lith the 
Lconomic. and Social Council stated t~w.t their ort:anizations could be useful in 
f\rOI~r:Jti.n c; tbt: 'ob.ject~ves of social development. They '1-rere involved in v a rious 
~ct iviti ~s r e lated to the concerns of different segme nts of the populati on uithin 
t he fr<.lllK"ro rl~ of sod al irelfare and social development. 

I). In connc:xion 1-1ith t he que·stion of disabled pers ons, the Co1JU11ission h:cd before 
i. t the 11r oc rcss report of the Secretary-General on prevention of disability 
( E/Cll. 5/5:n) .. 

'{ 2 . 1:1 her introduct ory statement, the r epresentative of the Centre for Soc ial 
l > ~ vcl '-l} :mcnt o.nd llumanitariO.T\ Aff r- irs pointed out t hat 1981 uas the 1nte rnutiono.l 
\' ._:~, ~· of' Di sabled Persons, 1-rhose rmin ain v as to proJ'Tlote the t heme 11Full 
r::::c'ticipat ion and e <]_uality". Touards fulfillinc; that aim the secretari a t of the 
t: r, cc-rno.tione l Year of Disabled Persons had orr,:cmized seminars at the regional 
1 ,::- v.: l on d encourac;ed the formation of national Committees in t he l lember States. 
i\ lonr - te r m p l a n o f action ilould enerc;e durin:; the International Year of Disable(~ 
') ~ r ~; ... ,n ~; , t he responsibility for vbich 11ould, after 1981, fall l a r cely on t he 
Centre~ for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs. 
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7 3.. Dnrinr- the discuss ion , severa1 l'epresentatives stressed the importance of 
p:revcmtion of diualJility nnd its social as 'i-rell as its technical implications. In 
that regard special attention wan paid to the pre-natal prevention of disability 
ac well as to the prevention of work, home and traffic accidents and the problem 
of social evaluation of disability. 

71<. In the field of rehabilitation of disabled persons the importance of tbeir 
sociul intec;ration 1-ras emphs.sized. The rwbility of disabled persons, includ.in; 
tlleir access to buildinc;s and JJleans of transportation, were considered to be the 
most important prerequisites for social intecration. Chanc es in comr11uni ty attitudes 
and the necessary information and publicit;r campaigns i·rere mentioned as necessary 
pre-conditions for successful rehabilitative action. In that connexion) the 
Internationc.l Year of Disabled Persons vas considered to be a major opportunity 
to improve the attitudes of the community uith rec;ard to causes of disability. 

75. It uas mentioned that the activities in Ve.rious sectors of the United Hab.ons 
system in the field of disabled persons should aim at the same objectives and that 
there should be r,reater co-ordination for a balanced action in the field of 
prevention and rehabilitation of disabled persons. 

76. Several representatives stressed the need for more information and surveys 
on the incidence of disability, and for the collection of data on prevention an~ 
control of disability, as uell as on the need for technical equipr1ent. 

77. 'J:~1erc "as support for the main directives of tl1e Plan of Action for the 
Jntcrnational Year of Disabled Persons, I·Thich stressed national measures for 
di se.bled persons. Some representatives said that the activities at the 
international level in that connexion should not replace 1wrk at the natiom:..l 
level. 

78. 'l'he r epresentatives of tl1e ore;anizations of the United Nations systen pointed 
out their emphasis on prevention of disability a.nd the role of rehabilitation 
services vi t11in the system of primary health care. The need for co-ordina ted 
efforts by the United Nations system, non-c;overnmental organizations and i.1ember 
States "as en;phasized. 

79. 'l'he Executive Secretary for the International Year of Disabled Persons also 
made a statement. She pointed out that the Plan of Action adopted by the General 
Assembly in resolution 34/151~ consisted of the recommendations of the Advisory 
Committee contained in the Secretary-·General' s report (A/34/158 and Corr .1, 
pnras. 57-76) . §./ The Plan uas divided into three sections, coverin:'3 activities 
to be unclertaten at the national, rer;ional and international levels. 

Go. Impler.lentation of the Plan of Action at the national level. The Exe cutive 
Secretnry informed the Commission thn.t, by a note verbale of 12 !!arch 1980, the 
secretariat of the Y<::ar had circulated a questionnaire to all Governr.1ents, 
specialized a[jencies and non-governmental organizations to help them clarify the 
socio-econoP.lic situation of disabled persons in each of the States :rembers of the 

8/ Hith the deletion of the phrase follouinG the vords "(see subpare .. (1) 
be lou)" in para. 74 (c), of pars.. 74 ( u) and of t!1e words follmving the 1rord 
"nationally" in para. 75 (b). 
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Orcanization on the eve of the International Year. The compilation of the replies 
received uas the subject of a comprehensive study on the socio-economic situation 
of disabled persuns 1-rhich th<:> Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian 
Affairs \laS in the process of completing \·rith the co-operation of the specialized 
e';encies, in particular the Forld Health Orcanization (UHO), U:::TICEF, the ILO and 
UUESCO. UHO had made Et consultant available to the secretariat for that 
rmrpose. UNICEF had assic;ned to tl1e secretariat a medical official familiar with 
the problems of developing countries, especially in the matter of maladjusted 
children. 

81. Simultaneously vri th the sendin.::; of the questionnaire, the secretariat had 
reminded the Henber States of one of the recoiCilllendations of the Plan of Action 
"\·Thich called for the establishment of machinery at the national level for 
co-orclinatinc; the activities of the Year. Thus far, 74 Governments had set up 
j}ational Co:r.m.ittees. 

82. Durin6 1981, HHO and UHICEF would continue and expand their efforts to 
reinforce, through technical co-operation, capability at the national level 
for preventing handicaps and disabilities, in particular by means of vaccination 
of children, ensuring a supply of safe "\·rater, providing better health conditions, 
improved maternal and child health services, a better understandinc; of nutrition, 
assiste.nce in the prevention of accidents and promotion of the psycho-social 
environment. 

83. Implementation of the Plan of Action at the rer:ional level. The Comaission 
'l·ms informed "._hat, as :rart of the 1mrk in preparation for the implementation of the 
Plan of Action, the regional commissions, in co~operation vrith the secretariat, 
had organized technical meetinc;s and seminars at the regional level. The main 
purpose of those regional meetin:::;s 'lias an exchanc;e of information and experience 
on the subject of the national programmes undertaJ:en by each country of the rec;ion. 

84. In~.ernetional co-operative action uas conceivable only in terms of adaptation 
of the probl~m of the prt=-VPntion and tr.-•atn;P.nt of disability to thP circumstances 
nnd level of development of each country and each rerion. The persons in charge 
of prevention rrnd rehabilitation progrrur.mes vho had met in Africa, Latin America 
vnd /\.sia for rec;ional consultations had adopted pra.gmatic resolutions 1-ri th a 
vic1~ to strenGtheninr:: rec;ional co-operation in the matter of preventin['; disability 
and to indicatinc; their regional contributions to the activities planned at the 
international level with respect to the lonc;-term uorld plan of action to be adopted 
by the General 1\.ssembly at its thirty-seventh session and tl1e international 
sy~1posiura of experts on technical assistance in the field of disability and 
technical co-operation amonc~ developinc; countries, to be held in Arc;entina in 
July 1981. 

85. InnleEJ.entation of the Plan of Action at the internatione.l level. The 
Cor:w1ission uas informed that, Hith a vieu to boldine; consultations uith 
Governr1ents, specialized ac;encies and non-rovernmental organizations, the Secretary-
General had circulated a note verb ale: dated 25 ::arch 1980, transmitting a 
conceptual scher.:'e \·Thich coulcl. serve as a be.sis for a uorld plan of action. Since 
not all problems 1rere readily amenable to international co-operation, it vras 
necessary not to g,o beyond the limits of areas in uhich international co-operation 
could be carried out in a :9re.c;matic fashion. Four major areas of action had been 
selected, namely, human rights, psycho-cultural m2.tters, nrevention, and integration 
and ~articipation in the process of development. 
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86. Finally, to provide a bridge betueen the activities of the Inter11 c>.tional Year 
end the long-term >rorlcl plan :)f action, the General Assembly hao nrovi c'l eo for the 
holding of an international symposiu~ of exPerts on technic8l ass ist~nce in t~e 
field. of disability and technical co--operation among developing countries" which 
110ulo. be held in Arc;entina in July 1901. 

n7. In the report of the Secretary- General to the General Assembl y at its 
thirty-fifth session (A/35/I:l!.!~ /Ar:ld. 2, para. 12) it h a C! been e:rmhasized that the 
syraposium should be prae:matic in character and derl u ith as sist <mce ancl technical 
CO· operation m::ong developinp: countries in matters relatin[! to the prevention an cl 
treatment of disabilities. Particular attention >wuld be :raid to the role of 
science and techrwloe:y in meeting the reQ.uirements of handicapped persons. 

G. Crine prevention and crini~al_j__:.Ist_ic~-

88. The Commission hao. before it the report of the CoiTlmittee on Crime Prevention 
and Control on its sixth session (:C/1930/112 and Corr.l) , h e l d at Caracas from 
8 to 12 September 1980. The ComDi ttee had met durinr; the -vreek follovrinrr the 
conclusion of the Sixth United Nations Conc;ress on. the Prevention of Crime ancl. the 
TreRtment of Offenders, held at Caracas from ?5 August to 5 Septeirber 1980. On e of 
the main achievements of the Conp:ress had been the aclol)tion by consensus of the 
Caracas Declaration, subsequently endorsed by the General Assembly in its 
resolution 35/171 of 15 December 1980. The Committ ee in its report , a lso 
considered the relationshi:n betueen cri!i1e and development to be crucial , ano. 
considerecl. it necesse.ry to relate the activ-ities of the Uniteri nations ,. especially 
the crime prevention congresses, to the mainstream of United Nat ions 
preoccupations_. such e.s the neu international economic orcler . 

~·9. In discFssine; the question, some represento.ti ves rer,retted that t hey uere not 
in a. position to consider the Con1mittee 1 s report in the ri l!ht perspective owinr: to 
the lacl ~ of adequate information on the Sixth United Nations Conr:ress on the 
Prevention of Crime am' the Treatment of Offenders anc'l_ subsequent action by the 
General Assembly. 

90. It was pointed out by some representatives that in vie1v of tJ1e nev! manda.te of 
the Comrlittee w·ith r ec:o.rCl to its role function and composition , as vrell as its 
lOD P-term proc;ramr•le of uork : contcdnecl_ in Economic a.nd Social Council resolutions 
1979/19 and 1979/30 . it mi r;ht be appropriate to revi eu it s reportjnl", procedures so 
that the Committee could report directly to the CounciL Other representatives 
emphasized .) hmvever , that crime :rrevention and crirri.nal j·ustice should continue 
to be considered in the context of social develonment ancl t hat._ there fore, the 
Commission \-ras the c01npetcnt hocly to Cleal uith the Committee 1 s r eport " 

91. At the 680th meeting c on 16 February 1081 . the representat ive of Romania 
on behalf of Chad Costa Rica , El Salvador , Inn.ia , In<'lonesia , Lesot'bo ,, ~1orocco . 
the Netherlands, Nicarap;ua. Panama, th.e Philinpines , 8omania , the SuCla n . Thailand 
and Turl;:ey , introduced a draft resolution (B/CN. 5/1.1!60) 0 entitled ':Youth iP 
the contemporary wcrld.:. At the same meet inc:, follm·ring an exchanc;e of vie1vs ._ the 



reyn~esentati ve of Fomania. on behf1lf of the sponsors~ orally revisec1 the seventh 
·ore:t!nbuJ o.r psra.r':r8.ph o? the <'1raft resolution, 1-rhich reai1 

"9_c;mvir1_~eci of the necessity of usinr; the :;:>re})arations for the 
Intc:rnotionnl Youth Year to intensify anr'l consolidate the efforts of the 
United nations so as to c;ive effect to a co-ordinated and practical apnroach 
to the youth pron;re.mrnes of all the United 11ations boc1ies ancl. Hp;encies 
invol vee:. an0. of non-·r:overnrnenta.l youth or,.anizations ._, ,: 

so that it rc~ad: 

··neoffirmi~G- the necessity to intensifY and consolii1Ete the efforts of 
tl1e lini tecl Nations so as to ["i ve effect to a co· orclinated anci. :ora.ctical 
FTJ'lroach to youth pror;rammes of all the United tTations ac;encies involved, 
as uell as to strengthen co- opera.tion Hit:h non--~overnrnental orc:anizations 
oF vouth or directly c'.ealinr, Hith youth,'· 

S'2, At the same meetj_np: _. the CoiT'mission adopt eel. draft resolution ~/CIJ. 5/L. 460, 
:cs orally revised. (For the text see ct>ap. I, sect. A. ahove" draft resolution 
III.) 

93. ll,t the (),q()th meeting_. on 1('; February 1981" the representative of Poland, on 
"behalf of Incl.ia. Indonesia: J'Tongoli:J., nicaragua. Polanc1, Romania and. the 
TJlcrainian Soviet Socic.list Republic. introc,_uced a draft resolution (E/CH. 5/L.l~f;l)
cntitlen ··social a.spects of the access to culture". 

0h P.t the sm<1e meeting the Commission adopted draft resolution E/CIT. 5/L. 1!61. 
(for the te':t. see chap. I. sect. A, above, draft resolution IV.) 

9'). At the (,[',nth IT'eetin..-;:. on 16 February l~RJ.. the representative of Inclia_ on 
behalf of Inr1:i.n, Ital~'. Lesotho and PanmN~. introcl_uced a draft reso1ution 
(J'/c;r, 5/L. l1fi3), entitled 'Strenr:theninr:: develonrn'O'ntal social welfare :nolicies 
~:mel prorrrarnrws···. The representative of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
nro;)oscd t11e addition of tlte vTOrds \1ithin existinr; resources •: at the enn. of 
o~lcro.ti vc n~ro{'\raph 1:. Pollmvinr, an exchant;e of vieus" the representative of 
I11,1io. on behalf of the sponsors, accepterl the amenc'lme11.t pro'(losed by the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Benublics and further orally revisec1 parar,raph 1: by cleletins 
the '.'orc1 s "especictlly its activities relatecl to the International Year of Disabled 
Pcrsops the Forld Assembly on Ar,inr'; the International Youth Year and the 
Dccadc for '!omen I'. 

clG. 1\t the (i83rc' T"eetinr:. on 17 Febrvary F'Dl, the re~1resentati ve of India, on 
l;chel:f' of t11e snonsors, further orally revisecl onerati ve paragraph l: by replacine; 
the vorns •:tech~ical a~sist.ance'' by the ~.;rord · on~rationaJ." .. 

97, i\t the s2:n1e meeting. the Co!11I11ission aclopteo draft resolution E/CN. 5/L. ~-63 as 
orally revised (for the text, see chap. I. sect. A, above" drHft resolution VII.) 
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Draft resolution E/CJL 5/L. 464. ··------- ~ ~--- ---~ . 

98. .1\.t the 680tb meeting, on 16 Fehruary 1931, the representative of Turkey .. on 
behalf of Morocco .. Fomania and Turkey, introil.uced a draft resolution 
( E/ 8H · 5 /L.l.~Gl1)) entitled : ·~ ·Telfare of migrant workers and their families ;• 1-rhich 
read as follmTS: 

':The Co:m.mission for Social Development recommends to the Economic and 
Social Council the acloption of the follm-Tint; draft resolution: 

>~The Economic and Social Councj..1_ 

r:Becalliiill, its resolutions 1926 (LVII) of 6 Hay 1975 anii. 1979/12 of 
9 ;ray 1979 ~ 

11Conscious of the fact that in certain reeions the problems of migrant 
workers are becoming nore serious as a result of current economic trends and 
relateo. social and cultural issues. 

;:Concerned about the fact that despite the efforts of Nember States and 
intern-~tional organizations, migrant 1-rorkers and their families are to a 
great extent still unable to enjoy the benefits of the application of the 
basic principle of equality of opnortunity ancl_ treatment 1,rith regard to their 
'·rorld.ne; and li vine: conditions , 

1'RJotinr; that the social proVLsl.ons of bilateral agreements concludet'l. 
bet11een labour-employing and labour-supplying countries are still limited to 
general statements, 

17necallinr: the Progra.mme of Action for the Second Half of the United 
ITation.s nec~a-;-for Homen, 9/ in Hhich " inter alia, Governments are requested 
to adopt the necessary measures to ensur-e that migrant lTOmen, inclucl.ing Hage 
ea rners and the families of mir:rant ;.rorkers. enjoy the same ric:ht of access to 
education ·; traininc;, employment , and support and health services as the 
national population, 

"Takinr: into account the conventicns ancl. recommendations of the 
International Labour-Or~anisation concerning mi~ration for employment, migrant 
vorkers . rli gration in abusive conditions ) and the promotion of equality of 
opportunity for the treatment of worl::ers. 

;
1neco,;nizinc; the need for further efforts to improve the welfare of 

miFrant 'mrl~er;-;nd their families as ,,rell as the preservation of their 
identity , 

11Recalli_n,r; the T-Jorld Population Plan of Action ) ac~opted by the l!orld 
Ponulation Conference . in vrhich . jnt~alia, both labour--employing and labour-
supplying countries uere ur~ed, if they had not yet Clone so, to conclude 
bilateral or multilateral agreements which would protect and assist migrant 
worl~ers and safer.uard the interests of the countries concerneii, 

;)_/ _Report of the Forld Conference of the United IT at ions Decade for ~Tomen: 
Eguality , Developm~n..t anc1 Peace, Copenhagen . 14-30 Jul:y-_1_930 (United Nations--
publication ; Sales No . E.80.IV.3 and corrir:enclum), chap. I.A. 
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'']'lgtinr; that a report on existinr; national ler;islati ve and adrr!inistrati ve 
rec;ulations incluclinz the relevant provisions contrdnec1 in biJ ater£1.1 and 
r"ultilatere>l ar:reer1cnts uith regard to the welfare of rnirrrant uorl~ers emil 
their families uill be submitte<l to the Comnission for Social Develunment 
at its tuentv--eir:hth session_ 

"1. Reaffirms the neec1 for the United nations to consi<1er the situation 
of rnic-rant -vrorkers in an interrelated manner bearinr: in :r1ind that the 
principle of eQuality of tren.tP1ent exten(1S to the li vinr: conditions of 
rnir:rant 1-rorkers anrl their families, particularly •.. ri th rerar(l to housin(~, 
health .. e(lucction and cultural rrnd social ~-relfare · 

"? lnvit~ Governm0nts to r:ive nriority attention to the social 
provisions in bilateral and multilateral acreer~cnts concluclecl hetw_:en labour--
employinrr, ancl labour- supplyinr:: countries· 

''3. 1~1cor11e_s_ the nror;ress made by thP uortinrr 13:roup established to 
elaborate a Jraft convention on the protection of the rirhts of all 
mip:rant 1-rorl~ers ancl their fa:r.1ilies in accord::mce 1ri th General Assembly 
resolution 3l.~ /172 · 

' l~. J3soC1uests the Secretary-General, in the prorra!"1me buc1r;et for 
1982 192·3 anc1 in the rnecli urn--term :t:Jlan for lClSJ--1989, to inclu<'l.e the studies 
on the questions concerned uith the 1-relfare of mir:rant Horl<.ers fl.nd their 
families, and undertalc_e these studies in a comprehensive manner to include 
corn~on recorr!Tiendations· 

"5. R .... . . ' h _ ~que_st~ the uecretary-General, in co--operat1on -vn t'1 t e 
specializec' arencies and other orc:anizations concerneo, to unclertake a revieH 
of the social sit11ation of mirxant uorl:ers with particular reference to the 
r1embers of their families anrl the seconcl-·r;eneration younc: mir;rants in the main 
rep-ions of massive 1'1ip;ration of labour, -vrith speci<'.l attention to the 
G.Dplication of the nrinciple of equal treatment of mic-rants in rer;ar(l to li vinr; 
conditions? and to report on the results of these stucl.ies to the Council 
throuc:h the l91i5 session of the Commission f'or Social Dev-elopment· 

'(.. Decides to inclt~cle in the a~:T,end8 of the Commission for Social 
Develo-pment at -it-s tvcnty-eirhth session an item under 1rhich the -vrelfare of 
li1ip;rant -vrorJ-ers and their families vill be cliscusserl as an important part of 
social inter;ration o • 

9~- At the (,f',3rd r·1eetinr:-. on 17 February lc;'Gl, the repr0:sent8.tive of Turl:ey 0 on 
behalf of Jlorocco .. nomanif'" the Sudan anr Turkey" introduced a revised text of the 
draft resolution (F/C1'L 5/L. h(.t~/Hev. l). Subsequently. followine; an exchanc;e of 
views. the renresent11.ti ve of Turlcey. on behalf of the sponsors, orallY revised 
operative p-:1rar:ro.ph ), of draft resoi uti on E/CIL 5/L. H)l~/Rev .l by fleletinr, the Hords 
"o.ncl in the medium-term pl::ln for l98l!·-l98r:'1

• 

100. At the same meet inc:, the Commission arloptecl r1rPft resolution E/CI'L 5/L.l!6l! /Rev.l, 
as orally revised. (fm· the text 0 see chap. I, sect. A" above" clraft resolution 
VIII). 



101. ft the (-)GOth meetine; on 16 February 19111 0 the representative of the United 
States of /\medea introduced 8 . r'lraft resolution (E/CTT . 5/L. h(-)5) entitled '"Draft 
c~eclaration on social and. len;al principles relP.tinr: to adoption an(l_ foster placeMent 
of chilc1ren nationally ancl. internationally'·'. At the same meetinr:. the 
representative of In(lia saic1_ he did not oh,iect to the consensus but expressecl. his 
reservation . 

102. At the same rrteetinr. the Comnission ao_opted draft resolution :C/CN. 5/L.l!h5. 
(For the text . see che.p. I , sect. A _. above , draft resolution V. ) 

103. At the 68Jrd P'leetin ~:- , on 17 February l9C.l , the representative of the Uni tecl. 
Kinrrdom of Great Britain anc1 northern Ireland ) on behalf of France , the Netherlands" 
PolencJ _ Romania " Suecl_en _ the United Kinc:dom of Great Britain and Horthern Irelancl. 
and the Unitec~ States of America. . introduced a draft resolution (E/CN. 5/L. l!67) , 
entitled '·International Year of Disabled Persons'. Subsequently, follm-rine; an 
exchanr.e of vie,fs , the representative of the United KinP:dom of Great Britain ancl. 
I·!orthern Ireland ., on behalf of the sponsors . orally revisec'l. operative parae;raph 2 : 
uhich read: 

,.2. Urr;es the Secretary-General to tal:e all necessary steps to ensure 
that v!her~;-er appropriate, the prevention of o.isability and the vrell· beinp; 
of the disabled are riven due consioeration within United Nations progranul"es" ., 

so tha t it read: 

' '2. TTrges the Secretr:try-General to talce all necessary steps to ensure 
th<".t the r~hab{litation and vrell-beinp: of the disablecl. anCI. the prevention of 
disability are , 1-rherever appropriate,. r,i ven itue consideration 1-ri thin Uni tecl. 
nations pro,r;rarmnes. ,. 

lOlr. At the same meetin ~, the Coimnission a0opted cl.raft resolution E/CH.5/L.4()7, as 
oro.lly revised. (F'or th~ text , see cl!ap. I) sect. A,, above. craft resolution IX.) 

105. At the 683rcl. meetinr, , on 17 February 1981 . the representative of the United 
States of America " on behalf of Italy , the Hetherlands, Panama , Sueoen and the 
United St1'1.tes of America . introducecl. a craft resolution (E/CN. 5/1.1~68), entitled 
.:T!orld Assembly on Ae;ing;'. Subsequently, the representative of the United States of 
America , on behalf of the sponsors, ar:reed to delete the uoro 11 lee.din~:· in the 
seventh :nreambular paragraph, as proposed by the representative of the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, ancl. reHort'l.ed operative parar,raphs !! and 5, ,.,hich read: 

"!!. Requests the Secretary-General, in desitminc: the pror:ramme bude;et 
for 19fl2-i933 a1;Tthe meoioo.-term plan for lqRl!-l9C.n for the Centre for Social 
Developr·lent ancl. Humanitarian Affairs to take fuJ.ly into account the expected 
activities in the fieJ.C1 of ap;inr; resultinr, from the decision to convene in 
1982 a Horld Assembly on Aginr; and the need to execute _, monitor and evaluate 
tbe implementation of the international plan of action expected to result from 
the Forld Assembly on Ac:inp., ~ 
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· ) • I\cquc~Ls tl1e f.ec r <.: Lary- Gcnc:r·al to report to th <~ Cem·r'<J.1 Asscrtlll~r , .. t 
i tf_; thi rL.v-=--cif-hth····session throurh tl1e Pconor1i c 8.nn. SociaJ Cound 1 Rnd th· 
Curr;aission for Socio.l Development , on 1.mys and meG ns of monitoring end 
evs.1untinr>; tf.le im:nlcr•Jentation of the ~>lan of action expected to r esult. fnw the 
1Torld .1\ssECrnbly on .1\~iP(';. 1

; 

so that thPy read: 

; : )~. f.S'.:_?Ue_§ts the GecrctRry-General _ in Clesif';ninr. the nror,rnrnf'le hmlp;et 
for li)82-·10G3, to t0h; into account the n.ecisions ar'onted at the l!orlr1 .1\ssembly 
on .1\pin,r; airnec1 at improvinr: the uell- bcinf'; of the ar:en · 

· 5. Reouests the Secretary- General to report to the Generfl.1 Assembly 
at its thirty---e ir:hth sess:i.on, throur:l-1 the r:cono!i1ic ancl. Social Cmmci] cm c1 th e 
Con'Hission for Social Development ._ on further actions to irnpler1ent the 
recommendations aclopten. at the ~rorld Assembly on .1\[!,ing. :· 

106, ll.t the same rnee tinr: the Comr.'lission Ol.doptec1 c'lraft n:solution E/CN. 5/L . l!G[) , ~<s 
orally revised. (For the text . see chap . I sect. i\ above, draft r esolution ~~.) 

107 " P.t th e Gfl 3rd r1eetinc: . on 17 February 19£11" the r e:rresentative of t11e Unitec'l 
Gt a tcs of Ame rica introduced a dn'Lft decision (E/CJL 5/L. H19) on the renort of the 
Committee on Crime Prevention end Control. 

10:5. At the ()[l4th me etinr . on lR FebruAry 1981, the re!_)resente.ti ve of the Pniter~ 
[)tn.tes of 1\meric[l. introch1ced cr r cvisei1_ t ext of tl!e c1rPft decision 
(T'/Cil. 5/L. )~ ";9/Hev.l) , Hl1ich reacl. as follous : 

''L The Comr.Jission :for Soci8.l Development c'1ecides · 

"(a) . To toJ·e note of the report of the Corl1'-nittee on Crir.'e Prevention ;:mrl 
Control on its sixth ses sion (E/10nO/ll2 an0 rorr.l)· 

"(h) To a:rprove the riraft resolution anc1 draft i1ecisions II to VI 
containerl in the renort o:f the Comnittee on Cr:i.me Prevention nno Control on 
its s ixth session ; 

' ;?. nearin~ :i.n 1nind f:conomic <mel. Social Counci 1 r esolution 17()8 (LTV) , 
by uhich the Cm.mcil decided that its subsi<'1iary bodies shoul<'1 meet bi.enn:i.ally . 
<mrl c1ecision FJ79/Gl. by ulJich the Cotmcil decic'lcd that once the cal enoer of 
mect in ~s had been ~~ontcd no departure from the biennial cycle of mcetin~s 
i-JOuld be authorize<'! . the Comr.,ission ar:rces that "1S'8l " shouln he rep1accc'1 
by ' ' l<)El2" in cl.raft oecision I containec'l in th e: reDort of the CoPlmittee on 
Crime Prevention 2 nrl Control on its sixth session." 

lOS', At its Gfl)th meetinr; on lf', February 19Rl, follouinc: an exchanr:c of vicus . 
the Commission ar1onteil rlr:J.ft occision E/CIJ . 5/L" 1~(,() , ns orir:inally proposed by the 
r epresentative of the Unit eel Gtates of .1\r·•erica (for the te:rt , see chap. I 1 

s~ct. C, above oecision V.) 



~ocumentation s~bmitte~ under a genda item 5 

Jl(), At it~; (, ;)5th meet :i.nr , on 1 0 Februa.ry 1981 1 on t he propos a l of the Chairman , 
t,hc Cor!1rni ss ion <leci ded to t al:.e note of the Dr orr ess rer;ort of the Secr e t a ry"-Genc r a1 
oq ~; t rcnP;thenil1(': cleve1opm:::nta l socic>l \·Telfe.~e policies and progr a'!nl1les (E/CJT, 5/589) , 
(For t he text of the cl_e cision see chap, I, sect, C above" decision VL) 



Chapter _v_ 

REPORT OF THE AD HOC HOTIKING GROUP ON THE SOCIAL ASPECTS 
OF THE DEV:CLOP~-1ENT ACTIVITIES OF THE mTITED NATIONS 

111. For its consideration of item 6 of the ae;enda, the Commission had before it the 
report of the Ad Hoc VJorking Group on the Social Aspects of the Development 
Activities of the-United Nations (E/1981/3) and the report of the Secretary·-
General on the analytical summary of the comments on the report of the Ad Hoc 
Horkinc: Group (E/1931/7). 

112. llany representatives -vrelcomed the report and congratulated the Ad Hoc Uorldnc; 
Group on the way in vrhich it had handled a difficult task in a brief s;:an-of time. 
They noted that the report vTas not a comprehensive analysis of the vrork of the 
entire United Nations system in the field of social development and that) while it 
vould have been unrealistic to expect it to be, some aspects of social development 
dealt with by the specialized agencies had not been sufficiently brought to bear 
upon the findings of the Ad Hoc vlorkinc; Group. 

113. The report outlined the linkage between four vital issues of direct concern 
to the Commission; the social goals and objectives of the United Nations system 
as a -vrhole, the division of tasks among the component organizations of the system, 
the tasl"s and responsibilities of the United Nations, including those of the 
Department of International Economic and Social Affairs and its Centre for Social 
Development and Humanitarian Affairs at Vienna and, finally) the mechanisms and 
procedures uhich were needed to optimize the output of the system as a whole. As 
such, it focused attention on the continuing importance of social development in the 
United nations, emphasized the linkages between economic and social development and 
called attention to the need to strengthen the relevant activities) particularly the 
Hork of the Centre for Social Development and Hwnanitarian Affairs. 

114. One delec;ation expressed a reservation concerning the report's lack of clear 
priorities among its recommendations. It uas sug~ested that it mic;ht have been 
useful to list the various contributions which the United Nations mic;ht be expected 
to make to social objectives, under such headings as consciousness raising, standard 
set tine;, data collection and monitorinc:, research and analysis., and technical 
co-operation. Such an approach mic;ht have facilitated the establishment of 
~n·iorities and recommendations for the future. 

115. Several representatives endorsed the conclusion of the Group that the ;, social 11 

aspects of development were those related to the problem of ensurinc; that 
development uould become an increasingly people-oriented process) namely, a process 
directed to all people, both as beneficiaries and as agents of development. Those 
aspects includP.d the implications and consequences of measures relating to general 
chanc;es in the social field and to the establishment of the new international 
economic order. The challenge uas how to elaborate international and national 
social policies uhich would fit into a comprehensive integrated approach; takinc; 
fully into account the indivisible nature of the development process. That meant 
an effort, to identify, understand and translate into policies the 
interrelationships among the different aspects of development. Some delegations 
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stressed the importance of the statements in the report of the Ad Hoc Horkine; Group 
th&t people·s needs could not be met without comprehensive reforms and that the 
international community could not ignore the increasing volume of resources being 
devoted t o armaments~ it could launch an initiative and prepare a document on ending 
the arms race and implementing real disarmament measures -vrhich would promote social 
development. 

llG. Some representatives pointed out that the report should have emphasized the new 
International Development Stratecy, prepared as an integral part of efforts to 
establish the new international economic order and to bridge the Hide e;ap in levels 
of living between rich and poor countries. Expanding international trade and 
bringinc a bout a substantially greater transfer of real resources to developine; 
countries within a restructured international economic system were necessary 
conditions for the alleviation of vrorld poverty. It vras mentioned that current 
;~crisis management 1 of many Governments of developed countries had diverted 
attention from international structural problems relating to social development. 

117. Several representatives emphasized that social development at the United 
l'!ations required a fresh approach to generate a neiv momentum. The majority of the 
State s Hembers of the United Nations had shown sustained interest in social 
development? and general agreement to focus on both social issues and the connexions 
between economic and social policies. For examplej the mandate existed, either 
explicitly or implicitly, to consider the social diraensions of the Declaration and 
the Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New International Economic Order 
(General Assembly resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI)). 

110. Against that background, several representatives urged the Commission to 
addr es s itself to a number of issues, the solution of -vrhich might facilitate the 
general:.ion of a new momentum in the relevant United Hations organs and subsidiary 
bodies . Those included the functioning of the Third Committee of the General 
Assembly, the functioninc; of the Economic and Social Council in the social field, 
the challenge to the Commission to provide the Council with more specific directions 
and orientation, the role of the Commission itself and the potentially useful inputs 
it could obtain from work currently being undertaken in the Administrative Committee 
on Co-ordination on ;; long-term development objectives: ' . 

119. There -vras general agreement that the Third Committee v s deliberations should be 
of a policy nature and should not cover in substance issues already debated in 
different subsidiary organs. The Third Committee should be more involved ~vith 
debate s r e lating to the social aspects of the International Development Strategy 
1;hile the Second Committee should retain the over-all responsibility for the 
Stra te:;y itself. 

120. It was felt that the Third Committee, dealing llith social, humanitarian and 
cultural questions, should be strengthened and should structure its worl-. in a more 
efficient manner. Some of the recommendations of the report in that regard , did not 
however r eceive support. 

121. 'l'her e ivas a consensus that a decision on the dates for the general debate in 
the Third Committee should be made as early as possible so as to enable leading 
politicians and other personalities from national capitals to take part. It Has 
suggested that half the time of the Third Committee ;s discussions should be devoted 
to human richts questions, and the other half to social questions, including a 
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substantial general debate on the Hhole complex of social development issues. 
Several deleGations, however) felt that the social component of the Committee· s 
vrork should receive more attention and that the human rit.;hts component should be 
reduced accordin~ly. 

122. Some delegations stressed that the Third Camnittee had an lllportant role to play 
in achieving and realizing a number of internationa.l instruments crucial to social 
development J such as those dealin~ with the expe.cience of economic, social and 
cultural rights, the elimination of racism; racial discrimination, apar~hei£ and 
so on. 

123. Concerning the Commission itself, several representatives observed that there 
Here centrifugal tendencies 1-Tithin the United Nations system and a strong need for 
one Commission to deal with all aspects of social progress and development. 
According to its mandate) as enlarged in 1966 1 that 1-ras the current function of the 
Comm1ssion. 

124. In future, the Commission should strencthen its input to the programmin~ of 
specific social aspects of development in biennial and medium-term plans, within the 
context of the International Development Strategy~ and to the establishment of a 
new international economic order 1 especially in relation to economic development and 
development assistance. The Commission should also play a more active role in 
presenting to the Council and to the General Assembly~ in an analytical and 
synthesizinG Hay, inputs from other United Nations programmes, regional commissions 
and specialized agencies, related to selected social issues of concern to Member 
States. 

125. Several representatives did not ae;ree uith the su~gestion that the Commission 
should hold annual sessions. It was thought that an interval of only 12 months 
bet1-1een meetinc;s mi~ht not leave sufficient time for any inquiry or survey to be 
undertaken by the Secretariat and for the results to be reported back. Moreover, 
instead of overloadin~ the Secretariat staff with more tasks within the existing 
constraints of resources J it vrould be vTiser to settle for doine; less but doing it 
more effectively. The results would then be sound, adequately disseminated and of 
practical use to Hember States. 

12G. Some representatives expressed concern that t!1e decision to integrate the 
economic and social aspects of development was bein~ carried out at the expense of 
the established functions of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitaricm 
Affairs in the social field. The transfer of the Centre from New Yorlc to Vienna had 
further reduced the scope and impact of the Centre's uorlc. Several representatives 
ur~ed the strenc;thening of the Centre and further clarification of its current tasl~s. 
Amon£; other things, a clearer conceptual frame>wrk for the Centre's uort was 
required in order for its imrk to be effective. 

127. It 1-ras recommended in the report that the >vorl~ programme for social development 
and humanitarian affairs should be structured according to eic;ht main areas of 
concern. Some representatives indicated in general terms which of those areas 
deserved priority. Several representatives identified the following as priority 
areas for future work: popular participation, broader social integration policies, 
local-level action, social welfare> the problems of youth and migrant 1rorkers, and 
the social implications of economic development and modern technology. Other 
representatives agreed 1rith the critical remarks in the report of the Ad _l!?c Harking 
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Group to the effect that attention had been focused primarily on the problems of 
so--called :/vulnerable groupS11 ~ rather than on econoruic and social conditions and 
changes required to enhance the participation of all sec:ments of the population. 

123. Some representatives felt that one •·ray of approaching the question of priorities 
mi~ht be in terras of the Centre's staff resource r e quirements, and in terms of 
strengthen in~ the Centre's -vrork -vrithout duplicatinc~ its activities. 

129. Some representatives pointed out that a Centre divorced from technical 
co-operation activities in the field was in danger of losing touch with the 
realities of the field. On the other hand, it was observed that the administration 
of technical co-operation required promotional and exploratory activities to get it 
launched, supervision and supportive services while it was in progress, and 
evaluation and follmr·-up procedures upon its completion. It -vms therefore necessary 
for the staff of the Centre to review carefully the recasting of their work required 
to resolve that situation. 

130. In her response, the Assistant Secretary--General for Social Development and 
Humanitarian Affairs addressed herself to several of the questions raised by the 
representatives. She pointed out that the conceptual framework guiding the Centre 1 s 
current work programme alloued a division of tasks bet\.;een the Centre and the Office 
for Development Research and Policy Analysis~ 1rith the Centre focusing on processes 
of social integration and on the issues related to specific population groups within 
a broader development context, while the Office for Development Research and Policy 
Analysis was responsible for analysing and interpretinc; broader social and economic 
trends, and for bringing about integrated policy formulations at over-all policy .. 
making levels. 

131. She said that the move of the Centre from Ne1·T York to Vienna had quite 
naturally created some difficulties in the implementation of its vrork programme and 
iu maintaining optimal co-ordination of the Centre ; s activities -vrith those of the 
units in Ne-v; York. She felt confident that on both scores the smooth functioning 
of the Centre could be restored after a brief period of adjustment. 

132. Re~ardinc; the Centre's involvement in technical co--operation activities, she 
pointed out that currently the Social Development Branch provided technical 
backstoppin~ services to the Department of Technical Co-operation for Development, 
the executin~ agency for technical co-operation projects of the United Nations 
Secretariat in the area of social integration and social 1velfare. She also 
mentioned the substantive advisory services provided by the Centre for Social 
Development and Humanitarian Affairs in the fields of youth and disabled persons, 
as vTell as in the area of crime prevention and criminal justice throuc;h its Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice Branch. 

133. Some dele~ations endorsed the recommendations of the Ad Hoc liTorking Group to 
improve the geographical distribution and the quality of the staff dealing •nth the 
problems of social development. One delegation raised an objection to increasing 
the number of the staff of the Department of Public Information dealing with 
information on social matters. The same delegation refuted the practice of the 
Secretariat of using the vague terr11 11 developed countries 11 indiscriminately without 
taking into account the existing different social; economic and :political systems. 
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134. In reference to the wishes of some delegations for a strengthening of technical 
CO···operation, the Assistant Secretary--General observed that one reason for the= 
apparent decline in technical co-operation projects vrith a multisectoral social 
content was the growth in national capabilities in that field. Moreover, Govermnents 
vrere able to dravr upon the resources and expertise of the development trainin~ and 
research institutes 1-Thich the United Hat ions had established in Africa, Asio., Latin 
America and Hestern Asia for assistance in strengthening national capabilities in 
the social field. There was also a tendency for Governments to undertal;:e technica.l 
co-operation among developing countries, maldng use of relevant national bodies 
and institutes vrith competence in multisectoral social development analysis and 
planning. The role of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs 
in those efforts vras chiefly facilitative and supportive of national initiatives. 
She also expressed the hope that, in view of the increasinr; attention to social 
issues and in the light of the statement made by the Assistant Secreto.ry -General 
of the Department of Technical Co-operativn for Development at the current session 
concerninc; possible relations between the Department ancl the Centre, the technical 
co--operation activities of the Centre could be increased. 

135. Several representatives expressed their concern at current problems of 
co-ordination vithin the United Nations system. Hembers fully endorsed the vieH 
held by the Harking Group that in order to promote coherent development policies, 
effective co-ordination should be achieved both vithin the United Nations system 
of organizations and uithin the United Nations: that uould be conducive not only to 
interdisciplinary thinking but also to mutually supportive action at international, 
regional and national levels. Members called upon the Economic and Social Council 
to deal with the issue of co-ordination as a matter of priority. 

136. Some representatives felt that the Commission should improve its co operative 
arrangements vrith the Committee for Development Planning and, parti!ularly, 1-rith 
the Committee for Progranne and Co-ordination, regardinc; the Commission 1 s input 
into the preparation of medium-·term plans. It was mentioned that a conditicn for 
such arrangements 110uld be the availability in time of relevant draft documents 
providine; a basis for an exchange of vie1vs on priorities. 

137. Some members stressed the need for improved coordination amonc; Secretariat 
units servicing the Commission and those servicinc; the Committee for Development 
Planninc;. It was mentioned that there uas also a clear need for closer co-·ol;eration 
and clearer allocation of responsibilities betueen the departments and branches 
of the Secretariat responsible for servicing the ~ommission itself. 

138. Some delec;ations also stressed the need to ensure more effective co·-orclination 
amonc; the specialized ac;encies, particularly the Inte:rnational Labour Orc;anisation. 
the Horld Health Orc;anization and the United Nations Educational. Scientific and 
Cultural Organization. 

139. Some representatives expressed reservations conccrninc; the recommendation of 
the J\d Hoc lr1orl~ing Group, and recommended that the Economic and Social Council should 
desi.cnate periodically a group of experts to revie11 the social aspects of the 
development activities of the United Nations and the implementation of decisions 
talc en in the lic;ht of the recommendations made in the report of the Commission. 

140. Ilany representatives endorsed the views and recommendations of the Ad Ho:::_ 
Horl:inc; Group concernin,:; co-operation Hith the rec;ional commissions. Rec;rets were 
expressed by the representatives of the specialized o.cencies that the Harking Group, 
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>·Thile maldng a number of recommendations concerning the United Nations system 
as a >-Thole, did not have the Opj)ortuni ty to consult their agencies. Several 
delegations emphasized that the current and forthcoming international years and 
events in favour of disabled persons , the aging and youth vould provide an 
op:Jortunity to present a vorld·-wide overview of trends and policies affecting those 
population groups. 

1111. The need for closer collaboration betvreen the United Nations and the United 
Nations research institutes was noted. It vas stressed that the United Nations and 
in particular, the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, could 
play a major role in the utilization of the institutes 1 research results. 

142. Several representatives welcomed statements made at the Commission's session by 
representatives of non-govermnental organizations, and emphasized the important 
:;catalyst :' role that non-governmental organizations could play at international, 
regional and national levels in creating an informed public opinion and in assisting 
Governments in the implementation of United Nations resolutions in the social field. 

143. The Ad Hoc Harking Group emphasized the need to hold a second international 
conferenceof ministers resp~nsible for social l·relfare. Some members did not share 
the Group's view regarding the desirability of a second conference of ministers. 
Ilouever, the vie1-r was expressed that the Commission for Social Development should 
review the outcome of the relevant regional conferences of ministers held in 
recent years. 

!:o~~~eration of draft propo~als submitted under a~enda item 6 

11~4. At the 67Gth meeting, on 13 February 1981, the representative of Sweden on 
behalf of HorHay, S1-1eden and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland, introduced a draft resolution (E/Cl'J. 5/1.456), entitled .;Social aspects of 
the U.evelopment activities of the United Nations; ' , which read as follows : 

'
1The Commission for Social Development recommends to the Economic and 

Social Council the adoption of the following draft resolution: 

;'The Economic and Social Council, 

:'Recallin~ its resolution 1979/45 of 11 Hay 1979, \¥hereby it decided to 
establish an Ad Hoc HorkinB Group on the Social Aspects of the Development 
Activities of the United Hations, and its resolution 1980/27 of 2 Hay 1980 
concern inc; the report of the \·larking Group, 

"necallinp, also General Assembly resolution 32/197 of 20 December 1977 on 
the restructurin~ of the economic and social sectors of the United Nations 
system, 

;'Convinced that all :possible efforts should be made to ensure that the 
objectives of the International Development StrateGY for the Third United 
Nations Development Decade shall be attainecl; taking into account that policies 
for promotion of social development must take place \vithin the framework of 
national development plans and priorities and that those plans and priorities 
must be based on the sovereignty of each country, 
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''Reaff irmin:; that social pn•c;ress and development are the common concern 
of the -intcl.~·national c ommunity as stated in article 9 of the Declaration on 
Socio.l Proc:ress Gnd Development 1:1hich vras adop-ced hy the General Jl.ssev1bly in its 
resolution 2542 (XXIV) , 

· 'ralcinr·; note_ in particular, of the objectives of the International ----Development Strategy for the Tllird United Nations Development Decade rclatin!:_~ 

to social development (General Assembly resolution 35/'JG, annex, ~):.t ras. 162-·160) 
and the basic affirmation in that Stratec;y that development is an intec;ral 
process e:;Jbodyinc; both economic and social objectives (_~bid. > para. ~2). 

"Conscious of the fact that further social development contributes to 
peaceful co -ex istence and the strenc;thening of international pence a nd 
security, 

"'rakin:"'; _n_£te of the re~ort of the Secretary -General (E/19Gl/7) uhicll 
contains a summary of CO!!Jments on the report of the jid _]J:oc Horlcinc; Group_ 

'11. Helccmes the report of the Ad !foe \-Torkine:; Grour) (E/1981/3) and 
ex:presses its thanl:s to the members of the Group and all those vhc contributed 
to the report _ 

;:2 . :Cn.dorses the recommendations that the social component of develorment 
slloulu llc (lfforded due recognition and should not be considered rH> an appendi;c 
to ee')i10mic issues (E/1981/3, para. 53), and tha.t_ uithin the social 
clevelopmcnt activities of the United Nations, full rccoc;nition should be c;iven 
to the intec;ratinc; function of popular partici:po.tion, rural nnd ur'LJ.n 
cl0velopmcnt. IJrevention of social dysfunctioning and the desic;n and application 
of t ooL; for socia.l analysis (~bi~ .. para. 60), 

'3. 'l1o.l:cs note of the recommendations in the report concerning l ec; i f;lat ivc 
bodies of the United !Ia.tions (E/1981/3 , paras. GO-~lOD): 

·4. Decides to consider. at its second rcc;ul:1r session of 1 9Bl" uays) 
includinc, inter alia. those suc;c;cstccl in tl1c reJ.>ort. to improve the 
orc;aniz8.tioi1ancl method of its vrork so as to ensure that in its dh;cussion;_; rmcl 
resolution;; rlcvclormcnt shall be treated as u.n intrccral ~)roce[;s embodyi nc; lloth 
economic nncl ~;ocin.l objcctjves, 

:5 . J\caffirms tlH: role of the Conun is s ion for Sociu.l nevclopnent as it;_; 
suusidiary body Hi tll com1Jctence for sod a l development in all it s aspeets nnd 
\lith tllc: r e:3110Jls ibility of brinc;inG to the Council ·s attention the men;;urc;j 
nt:c~cs~~ary for advancinc; !;ocial proc;ress ar.d development \vi thin the context of 
over .. al l dcvclorment stratccy and polic ic s incJ wlin:·: the :::oc iol r..:appraisal 
of U1c International Development GtraLec;y for the Third United No.tionn 
Dcvclop!'lcuL Decade: 

''G. Hccommends tha.t the General Assembly should take appropriat~ measures 
to improve the interact ion of its Second_ Third and Fifth ·commit tees, and Lo 
include in the aGenda for its thirty--sixth session a separate it em on the 
:soci 8 l o :3 11cct:> of the clcvcloymcnt activities of the United N~ti on s; 
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"7. Reaffirms also the role of the Conm1ission for Social Development 
as the main advisory body throuf';h '"hich <lraft medium-term plans as well as 
l>iennial pror;ramme bude;ets of the r elevant United Hations departments related 
to all aspects of social development should be submitted to the Council; 

"3. Emphasizes the desirability of improvinr, communication betveen, and 
the co--ordination of the 'mrlt of, its functional commissions and com.mi ttees 
which include items directly relatin,n: to social development in their ae;enclas; 
this jn "Particular affects the Commission for Social Development, the 
Commission on the Status of Homen, the Commission on Hu.rnan Rie;hts, the 
Population Commission and the Commission on Narcotic Drur; s, as vlell as the 
Committee for Development Planning; 

"9. Underlines the importance of continuinr; co-o-peration behreen the 
Commission for Social Development and the specialized arencies whose 
activities constitute a major part of social development vithin the United 
PCJ.tions system, and expresses its appreciation of the active participation of 
those specialized agencies in the '-mrk of the Corr'llllission and its hope that 
this co-operation and participation vill be continued and strenthened; 

"10. Endorses the view of the Ad Hoc \'Torldne; Group (E/1981/3, 
pnras. llfl-1?6) that a broad and coherent conceptual framework is required 
for the Hork of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs 
to be effective; such a framework should ensure that: 

" (a) ~'here is consistency and a mutually reinforcing programme VTi thi.n and 
bet1-1een the different branches which constitute the Centre so that the 
activities relating to social welfare, social inte~ration, the advancement of 
vomen, social dysfunctioning, popular participation and institutional 
development may be clearly seen as parts of an integral process of social 
development; 

"(b) There is consistency, coherence and a mutually reinforcinr; pro~ramme 
uithin the Social Development Branch so as to brinr-; tor,ether and reconcile the 
ri,r';hts and needs of the different population c; roups for whom proc:rammes of 
social inter,ration o.nd social 1.felfare are planned and implemente(l., 

"(c) J\hove all, there is mutual comprehension, co-ordinated planninG and 
continuinr, interactive support betVTeen those elements of the over-all social 
development activities of the United Hations undertaken in Nevi York and those 
carried out by the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs at 
Vienna; 

"11. Ticquests the Secretary-General to tal\.e the necessary administr8.tivc 
o.nu personnel measures, vli thin the limits of existinp; resources, to implement 
the approach discussed in parar,rn.ph 3 above, ann also to take n.dvanta.c~e of the 
location of the Centre for Socio.l Development and IIumani tar ian Affairs at 
Vienna to promote and strenc;then interdisciplinary and interagency co-operation 
bctveen the United Nations and the specializerl aP.:encies so as to pursue a 
unified approach to socio-economic plannin.q; and development; 

"12. :Requests further the Secretary-General to examine specific and if 
necessary innovative vays in vhich the Centre for Soci8.l Develoj;ment and 



Humanitarian Affairs may be enabled, w·ithin the limits of its b..:C:r:c;tary 
allocation, to initiate and carry out activities approved by the Council on 
the recommendation of the Commission for Social Development, in c0-operation 
\-lith: 

"(a) The specialized ac;encies; 

"(b) The re~ional commissions; 

"(c) Regional and other specialized research institutes and centres of 
the United Nations system vorkin~ in social development; 

"(d) Non-governmental organizations havinc; consultative status and vrith 
the appropriate experience and expertise; 

"13. Requests the Secretary-General to provide both encouragement and 
incentives for members of the Secretariat engac;ed on Horl: relatin~ to social 
development so that all those en~a~ed in data analysis, the preparation of 
reports and other similar tasks on which policy and programme proposals are 
ba.sed should have the opportunity to acquire relevant field and operational 
cxpcriencc.n 

1115. At the same meeting, the representative of India, on behalf of the States 
members of the CoBmission which are members of the Group of 77, introduced a draft 
resolution (E/CH.5/L.458/Rev.l) entitled "Social aspect~ of the development 
activities of the United trations", vrhich read as follmrs: 

"The Commission for Social Development reccu:mends to the Economic and 
Social Council the adoption of the follolling draft resolution: 

"The Economic and Social Council, 

"Recallin~ its resolution 1979/45 of 11 May 1979 on the establishment of 
an Ad Hoc 1lorking Group on the Social Aspects of the Development Activities of 
the United Nations and its resolution 1980/27 of 2 Hay 1980 concerninr: the 
report of the Ad IIoc Horkinc; Group, 

"Recallin.n: also General Assembly resolution 32/197 of 20 December 1977 
on th<' rcstructurin~ of the economic and social sectors of the United 
Nations systel'l, 

"Convinced that all efforts should be macle to ensure that the objectives 
of the International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations 
Development Decade contained in General Assembly resolution 35/56 shall be 
attained, in particular para~raph 42 and parac;raphs 162-168, as part of the 
over-all Strategy, 

"Reaffirminr; the Declaration on Social Pro~ress and Development, adopted 
by the General Assembly in its resolution 251!2 (XXIV), 

"Reaffirminr.: that development is an inte~ral process embodyinG both 
economic and social objectives, 

"1. Helcomes the report of the Ad Hoc Forkinc; Group (E/1981/3) and 
expresses its appreciation to the members of the Group and all those who 
contributed to the report; 
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"2. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General (E/1981/7) and 
notes that only three replies have so far been received from Governments; 

"3. F.ndorses, in particular, the viev of the Ad Hoc Horlcinc; Group that 
economic and social development are difr'erent facets of a unified approach to 
development, that social aspects of developments are related to the problem 
of ensuring that development, once the external economic obstacles are removed, 
will become an increasinr,ly people-oriented process Hhich uill fit into a 
comprehensive integrated approach that takes full account of the indivisible 
nature of the development process; 

"4. Talces note of the recommendations contained in the report regarding 
the le:sislative mandates of the United Nations system and invites the Gener::tl 
Assembly to consider taking appropriate measures; 

"5. Endorses the viev of the Ad Hoc 1ilorldng Group that the United Nations 
system must continue efforts to evolve a better conceptual framework for an 
integrated approach to developmental problems, and on the need for such a 
conceptual frameHork for the vork of the Centre for Social Development and 
Humanitarian Affairs (E/1981/3, para. 118); 

"6. Further endorses the vievr of the Ad Hoc 1lorking Group that besides 
group-specific mandates, the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian 
Affairs must intensify its efforts to pay special attention to the social 
effects of development, popular participation, local-level action and social 
velfare policies to be able to make its appropriate contribution to the >mrl;: 
of the United Nations system for the fulfilment of the over-all development 
objectives; 

"7. Re quests the Secretary-General to enable the Centre for Social 
Development and Humanitarian Affairs to play its appropriate role in providing 
substantive support in areas of its competence for technical co-operation 
activities undertalcen on behalf of the United Nations at the r equest of 
11ember States by the Department of Technical Co-operation for Development; 

"3. Further requests the Secretary-General to report on the 
administrative and personnel measures necessary to implement the approach 
described above, thus enabling the Centre for Social Development and 
Hwnanitarian Affairs to perform its proper functions." 

1t16. At its 678th meeting, on 13 February 1981, the Commission, on the proposal of 
the Chairman, decided to establish an informal >·rorl~ inc; t';roup consisting of two 
members from the socialist States of Eastern Europe, tvro members from the Hest ern 
European and other States, and four members from States 1Thich are members of the 
Group of 77, to consider the draft proposals submitted under agend u item 6. It 
also decided that the 1mrkin~ r,roup should elect its mm Chairman and be open to 
the participation of all States members. The composition of the group was as 
follows: socialist States of Eastern Europe: Poland and the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics; Uestern European and other States: Sweden and the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland; States uhich are members of the 
Group of 77: Chile, India, Indonesia and Lesotho. 

147. At the 683rd meetinc, on 17 February 1981, the Chairman of the informal 
Harking group, Mr. A. H. Samoilov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) orally 
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reported to the Commission on the vrork of the ~roup and introduced a draft 
resolution (E/CN. 5/L.l~66), submitted by him as the result of the consideration of 
c1raft resolutions f./CIT. 5/L. 456 and E/CN. 5 /L.45R/Rev .1. 

148. At the same meeting, the Commission adopted draft resolution E/CN.5/L.l166. 
Consequently, draft resolutions E/CN. 5/L. 456 and E/CN. 5/L.l~58/Rev .1 were vrithdravm. 
(For the text adopted, see chap. I, sect. A, above, draft resolution XI.) 
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Chapter VI 

PROPOSED MEDIUH-TER1'1 PLAN FOR THF. PERIOD 1984-1989 AND 
PROGRESS REPORT FOR THE BIENNIUM 1979-1980 

140. For its consideration of item 7 (a) of the agenda, the Commission had 
before it a note by the Secretary-General relating to the proposed medium-term 
plan for the period 1984-1989 (E/CN.5/592) ; a note by the Secretary-General 
containing the progress report for the biennium 1979-1980 (E/CN.5/593); a draft 
of the proposed medium-term plan for the period 1984-1989 (F/CN.5/XXVII/CRP.2) ~ and 
a report of the Secretary-General on the proposed work programmes for development 
issues) social development and crime prevention for 1982-1983 (F./CF.5/XXVII/CRP.3) 

150. In his introductory statement to the Commission) the Under-Secretary-General 
for International Economic and Social Affairs briefly introduced the documents 
relating to the medium-term plan before the Commission. Fe nrew attention to the 
recommendation of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination that the relevant 
parts of the proposed medium-term plan for 1984-1989 in draft form should be 
reviewed by sectoral, regional and functional intergovernmental bodies before 
being finalized. Those bodies were being invited to comment on the over-all 
directions and priorities of the proposed plan and their comments would be taken 
into account in finalizing it. He emphasized that the draft before the 
Commission would undergo further internal secretarial review before being submitted 
to the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination, the Economic and Social Council 
and the General Assembly. He indicated the broad directions of the work proposed 
in the plan for 1984-1989 in the social development field. Emphasis would be 
given to further elaboration of an integrated approach to development and to 
exa1nining the social impacts of economic policies and the economic impact of 
social policies at both national and international levels. Methods for 
reconciling increased popular participation with demands for efficient economic 
management would be studied. Global syntheses and analysis of socio-econo~ic 
trends and the development and application of tools for socio-economic policy 
formulation and analysis would continue. The departmental focus on social 
integration and social welfare would be strengthened with emphasis on measures 
to prevent marginalization of population ~roups in the process of development. 
He also suggested that the changing status of the family in society receive more 
serious analysis than heretofore. 

151. To facilitate the discussions and in vie"r of the fact that the proposed 
medium-·term plan 'vas not available to the Conunission in all verkin~ languages, 
the Secretariat was requested to make a further and more detailed presentation 
of the plan as contained in document E/CF.5/XXVII/CRP.2. 

152. The representative of the Office for Develop~ent Research and Policy Analysis 
introduced the sections of the proposec1. medium·-term plan relating to the 
activities of that Office. He noted that the sp~cific content of the programme 
of worlc for 1984-1989 \Tould be determined by future resolutions and decisions of 
the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council. The proposed plan 
was therefore a framework for those future activities. In elaborating the plan 
framework which was before the Commission, the Secretariat had sought to identify 
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what were likely to be the main concerns of Governments and the international 
community during the second part of the Third United Nations Development Decade. 
Among the forces at work that had been considered sienificant were the tensions 
inherent in the process of socjal transformation, which mi ght be intensified by 
uncertainties in the world economy and by changes in demographic structures and 
the composition of the labour force. Among the other relevant factors were 
changes in technology and comparative advantages which implied structural 
adjustments in the world economy and could lead to changes in the distribution 
of income, nationally and internationally; the energy transition from the 
intrinsic use of fossil fuels to the use of other sources of energy; and the 
emergence of new factors of differentiation among and within countries. That 
type of analysis had led to the formulation of the four subprogrammes presented 
to the Commission, namely, policies for broad-based development; development 
perspectives : lagging countries: problems and prospects , and monitoring and 
assessment of emerging trends and problems. The representative of the Office 
for Development Research and Policy Analysis outlined the type of studies which 
would be undertaken under those subprogrammes. He indicated that the proposed 
plan for the Office vrould be submitted to the Committee for Development Planning 
at its seventeenth session and that he was expecting the proposed plan for the 
Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs to be submitted also so 
that the Committee would have an over-all view of the social development activities 
foreseen. 

153. The representative of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian 
Affairs presented the portion of the proposed medium-term plan covering the 
activities related to the social development activities of the Centre. He 
stated that the draft had been prepared in accordance with the substantive 
guidelines and technical instructions for the preparation of the medium-term plan 
circulated by the Office of the Director-General for Development and International 
Economic Co-operation, and that it tool~ into account available resources and 
existing legislative mandates. 

154. He pointed out that the International Development Strates y for the Third 
United Nations Development Decade and the Declaration on Social Progress and 
Development had been used as a framevork. The Strategy stated that the ultimate 
aim of development was the constant improvement in the well-being of the entire 
population on the basis of its full participation in the process of development 
and a fair distribution of the benefits therefrom. In that context the future 
work programme for social development and humnnitarian affairs vrould be oriented 
to enhance the capacity of all members of society to ensure their full and 
effective participation in development. Specific emphasis 1<ould be given to 
less advantaged population groups. The proGramme would focus on women, children, 
youth, the aging , disabled persons and criminal offenders. The proposed programme 
i-TOUld be hased on the concept of "social intel'ration". It would include surveys of 
country experience and alternative strategies for affirmative action to ensure 
the less advantaged groups unrestricted access to all us~~cts of the life of 
society. It would focus, for example, on processes of achieving social integration 
and on popular participation, local-level action and the provision of social 
welfare services. 

155. The representative described the social development subprogrammes in the 
proposed plan for the Centre. In his description of the proposals concerning 
popular participation, he pointed out that the objective would be to identify 
and promote national-level strategies, policies and procedures to facilitate full 
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and effective participation. In the field of local-level action the objective 
would be to identify and promote local-level policies and procedures for the 
creation of local-level organizations, including co-operatives. In the field 
of social vrelfare policies the main objective would be to promote the development 
of national social vrelfare policies and program.rnes in relation to the 
recommendations arising out of the United Nations Decade for Homen, the 
International Year of Disabled Persons, the Forld Assembly on Aging and the 
International Youth Year and to promote the establishment of developmentally 
oriented comprehensive social Helfare programmes that were efficient and cost 
effective. The activities proposed concerning the vrelfare of children and their 
families uould be aimed at promoting the 1>1elfare of children and their families 
with a vieu to extending and strengtheninc; the services benefiting them. 

156. The subprogrammes on youth, the aging and the disabled would aim to promote 
the interests of those specific eroups based on the provisions of global plans 
of action expected to emerge from the International Year of Disabled Persons 
(1981), the ~Torld Assembly on Aging (1982), and the International Youth Year (1985). 
Taking into account the differences in the objectives in regard to youth, the aging 
and disabled persons and the respective major international events to which 
priority had been given by the international community, it was proposed to 
consider the activities in those three fields under separate subprogra~~es. 

157. Another representative of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian 
Affairs introduced the cubprogrammes in the proposed plan concerned 1dth crime 
prevention and criminal justice. He emphasized that a concerted effort 1-rould be 
made to stimulate and enhance the commitment of the world community to the aims 
and goals of the Caracas Declaration, adopted by consensus by the Sixth United 
Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, and 
subsequently endorsed by the General Assembly in its resolution 35/171. In 
accordance -vrith that Declaration, the focus would be on a cohesive action-oriented 
approach, based on standard setting, operational activities and, above all, 
research and development for the formulation of strategies with respect to the 
relevance of ecomomic, social and cultural conditions for crime prevention 
and criminal justice. A further aim ivould be to assist r1ember States in their 
national efforts to prevent crime and promote criminal justice. To achieve 
those eoals, the medium-term plan contained five subprogrammes, namely, crin1e 
trends and crime prevention strate~ies:; norms and guidelines in crime prevention 
and criminal justice: crime prevention and criminal justice in the context of 
development~ backstoppinr; of technical co-operation activities; and quinquennial 
United Hations congresses on the prevention of crime and the treatment of 
offenders. 

158. In the discussion on the item, members were unanimous in their dissatisfaction 
'dth the fact that the draft of the proposed medium-term plan for 1:'84-1989 was 
submitted to the Commission late and in English only, thus preventin~ many 
delegations from taking part in its consideration. 

159. Several representatives pointed out that in the subprogramme narratives in 
the proposed plan there was no reference to major legislative authorities of 
the United }\Tat ions such as the International Development Strategy, the Declaration 
on Social Progress and Development, the Declaration and the Programme of Action on 
the Establishment of a Nev Internati,..nal Economic Order, and the Charter of 
Economic RiGhts and Duties of States. 
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160. Some members considered that in the :proposed medium-term :plan there vms 
little sign of any new a:p:proach to the question of social development. Social 
development issues should be :presented 1-1ithin the broader context of development 
and linkages between different :population groups. Among developmental issues 
those should be emphasized. 

161. One representative emphasized the importance of the concept of social 
integration and the need to avoid undue fragmentation of social issues. Members 
noted that the :priorities of different :parts of the whole programme and the 
activities within the subprograrnmes as well as the interrelations between over-all 
objectives and specific activities should be clearly stated. Some representatives 
expressed their disagreement with the fact that within the :programme for social 
development and humanitarian affairs equal importance was given to activities in 
the field of social development, advancement of women and crime :prevention and 
criminal justice. 

162. It vras emphasized that the :proposed :programme for social development and 
humanitarian affairs a:p:peared to have been taken mainly from existing :programmes 
and legislative mandates already adopted. The :plan should on the contrary be 
:prepared, not as a direct extrapolation fonrard of the issues already fixed 
in the legislative mandates, but taking into account emerging and :potential issues. 

163. The :proposal was made that the medium-term :plan should include the official 
mandate of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs. It was 
also :proposed that in future the medium-term :plan to be submitted to the 
Commission should incorporate sub:programmes on the advancement of women. One 
representative noted in that regard that the :portion of the medium-term :plan 
submitted to the Commission did not relate to the social development field as a 
,.,hole but rather to aspects of the programme of the Centre and the Office for 
Development Research and Policy Analysis vithin the competence of the Commission. 

164. Under the :programme for social development and humanitarian affairs, it was 
:proposed that subprogramme 1, on :popular participation, should be more precise 
in order to avoid duplication of work vrith other international agencies and 
organizations. The same migl:t be said in regard to subprogramme 2, on local-level 
action. There was a proposal to consolidate those two subprogrammes under the 
title 11 Popular :participation and local-level action". 

165. In connexion with the sub:programmes concerned 1-li th specific :population groups, 
the opinion 1-ms expressed that those subprogrammes should give consideration to 
the brood context of development and to causes of marginalization of specific 
groups. In that regard, in the vi el-l of one delegation, more attention should be 
paid to the role of the State in improving the situation of less advantaged 
segments of the population and to the exchange of national experience. One 
representative proposed that subprogrammes 3, 4 and 5 should be consolidated into 
one subproc;ramme entitled "Policies in the field of social vrell-being", to allow 
those questions to be placed in a broader framework and to avoid duplication. 
He also :proposed that subprogrammes 7 and 8 should be combined under the title 
"Social integration;1

, and that in general there should be less focus on specific 
population groups and more on questions related to global social development. 

166. Some representatives supported the view that the part of the medium-term plan 
related to crime prevention and criminal justice needed to be more oriente(!_ towards 
social ~evelopment issues. That programme snould pay more attention to matters 
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related to causes of crime and to the social aspects of crime prevention. If less 
attention were devoted to legal questions concerned with the treatment of 
offenders and the conduct of lav enforcement personnel, there I·Tould be no need 
to have five separate subprogrammes on the sub,ject. 

167. One representative noted that the Centre for Social Development and 
Humanitarian Affairs should give priority attention to youth and unemployment, 
taking into consideration the fact that the question needed to be studied and 
considered in a time perspective. Another representative proposed that priority 
attention should also be paid to the issues related to the elderly and the 
ae;ed. 

168. In relation to the progress report for the biennium 1979-1980 (E/CN.5/593), 
one representative noted that the report should have a financial annex -vrith an 
indication of all resources. The report should cover the activities in the field 
of the advancement of women. The part on crime prevention should cover not only 
the preparatory work for the Sixth Congress but also contain information on the 
work of the Congress. Information on the co-ordination of work betvreen 
Headquarters and Vienna should be included. He considered that the activities 
in regard to the International Year of Disabled Persons deserved wider coverage. 
In that regard he requested that a report on the work in connexion with the 
International Year of Disabled Persons should be presented to the Economic and 
Social Council at its first regular session of 1981. 

169. In relation to the programme on development issues and policies it was noted 
that that programme should avoid being too philosophical. The objectives of the 
International Development Strategy should be clearly identified and emphasized in 
the programme. Another representative noted that the draft of that programme did. 
not take into account the general context of development. It did not include the 
questions related to the effect of increased spending for armaments on the social 
conditions of different population groups. It also did not mention such 
questions as agrarian reforms, the practices of transnational corporations and the 
forms of o-v1nership of the means of production in relation to the well-being of 
the population. Some representatives suggested that the number of subprogrammes 
included in the proposed medium-term plan, e~pecially on crime prevention and 
criminal justice, should be reduced and revised so they could pay attention 
principally to such social causes of crime as inequality, unemployment, 
malnutrition and so on, rather than to legal and judicial problems. They also 
pointed out that the problems of under-privileged population groups should be 
considered >·li thin the broad framework of social development. 

170. The Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and Humanitarian 
Affairs informed the Commission of details of the procedure and process of 
plannin8 and evaluation of plans established in the United N~tions. She stated 
that since the relevant portions of the proposed medium-term plan were being 
submitted to and reviewed by the sectoral, regional and functional 
intergovernmental bodies, the global planning process would henceforth provide 
a tool by means of which the concerned bodies would be able to reflect on the 
long-tern orientation of the activities of the programmes for which they '"ere 
responsible and to make a decisive input in the planning process. The plan 
would include resource requirements at the level of major programmes. Those 
indications ,.rould be prepared centrally by the Office of Financial Services. In 
the current context the major programme '.ms that of the Department of 
International Economic and Social Affairs. 



171. Follo1ring the instructions, the calendar for formulation and review of the 
proposed medium-term plan for the period 1984--1989 had been established. It was 
expected that the final text uould be submitted for revieu by the Committee for 
Programme and Co-ordination during Hay/June 1982, by the .Advisory Corrlllittee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions during May/June 1982, by the Economic 
and Social Council during July 1982 and by the General Assembly between 
September and December 1982. That calendar 'irould provide an opportunity for all 
Member States actively to participate in the preparation of the medium-term plan. 
In addition, the proposed medium-term plan for 1984-1()89, according to the 
recomrnendations of the Coro.mittee for Programme and Co-ordination, uould be 
subjected to adjustments in t'iro years and again in four years time as the need 
arose; thus in its concept it 'iTOuld provide a fraroevrork for three ensuine; 
programme budgets. 

172. In responding to questions raised cluring the discussion on the item, the 
representative of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs 
further explained the content of the substantive guidelines and technical 
instructions for the preparation of the medium-term plan and the formal and 
specific instructions to be follm·red. He stated that the medium-term plan was 
prepared on the existing or expected mandates and 'ITi thin the resources that 'irere 
currently available. He noted the differences between subprograro.mes on youth, the 
aging and disable persons and pointed out that the rather similar texts of those 
subprogrammes stemmed from the fact that the world plans of action that were 
expected to come out of those international events I·Tere not yet knmm. He 
emphasized that as far as the basic framevork of the work uas concerned, the 
suggestions of several representatives that the nmnber of subprogrammes should be 
reduced Here uelcomed. In relation to technical co-operation activities, he 
informed the Commission that the Centre could provide substantive backstopping 
but could not initiate technical co-operation projects. 

173. There Has considerable discussion about the procedure to follow Hith regard 
to the further handling of the medium-term plan. It was finally e.greed to 
follou the procedure set forth in the decision adopted by the Commission under 
the item (see para. 174). 

Consideration of the draft proposal submitted under agenda item 7 (a) 

174, J\t its 683rd meeting~ on 17 February 1981, the Co:rn.mission adopted a draft 
decision proposed by the Chairman follmving consul tat ions. (For the text, see 
chap. I, sect. C, above, decision II.) 

Doc11mcntation submitted under agenda i tern 7 (a) 

175. /'.t its 683rd meeting, on 17 Ji'ebruary 1981, on the proposal of the Chairman, 
the Commission decided to take note of the progress report of the Secretary-
General for the biennium 1979-1980 (E/CN.5/593). (For the text of the decision, 
see chap. I, sect. C, above, decision III.) 
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Chapter VII 

UNITED NATIONS RESEARCH INSTITUTE FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

176. The Commission considered item 7 (b) of its agenda at its 680th meeting, on 
16 February 1981. It had before it the report of the Board of the United Nations 
Research Institute for Social Development on its activities during the period 
from 1 November 1978 to 31 October 1980 (E/CN.5/595) and a note by the Secretary-
General on the nomination of members of the Board of the Institute (E/CN.5/594). 
The Commission also had before it a letter dated 9 February 1981 from the 
Permanent Representative of Mexico to the United Nations Office at Vienna, addressed 
to the Assistant Secretary-General for Social Development and Humanitarian 
Affairs (E/CN.S/597). 

177. In his introductory statement, the Chairman of the Board of the Institute 
thanked the Secretary-General for having asked him to continue as Chairman of the 
Board for another two years, which he had accepted with pleasure. He then stressed 
the deteriorating situation of vast social groups in different parts of the world, 
notwithstanding the many resolutions that had been adopted and the numerous 
proerammes carried out to change the situation. He noted the lack of sustained 
support within the United Nations system for a systematic research effort permitting 
the study of causes and mechanisms that tended to perpetuate and aggravate social 
injustices and their sequels. He expressed the regret of the members of the Board 
at the fact that the International Development Strategy for the Third United IT at ions 
Development Decade did not attach sufficient importance to research on social 
issues. It was essential, for institutions such as the Institute, that engaged in 
such complex research activities, to obtain an adequate degree of financial 
stability and continuity. In that regard, he expressed his appreciation for the 
message that the Secretary-General had sent to the Commission requesting the 
financial support of Governments for the Institute's activities. He explained that 
the real strength of the Institute resided in the innovative nature of its ideas 
and projects, which served as powerful catalytic factors for mobilizing national 
research resources. He hoped that a formula might be found that would ensure the 
required stability and continuity of the Institute's operations, thus permitting 
it to maximize its analytical and catalytic capacities. 

178. The Director of the Institute commented briefly on the current work 
programme and its progress. He explained that research was organized around the 
central themes of livelihood, popular participation and development policy. The 
Institute's past work supported that focus on social development issues. Overview 
reports had recently been published summarizing findinr,s of two major research 
projects, on the socio-economic impact of the introduction of new high yielding 
varieties of foodgrains and unified approach to development analysis and planning. 
The Institute's work was being carried out in close collaboration with national 
research institutions and other United Nations organizations and agencies. It was 
following a nsystems approach: 1 which placed emphasis on intersectoral and 
interdisciplinary relationships in the analysis of development problems and also 
emphasized the interactions among international, national and subnational social 
systems and subsystems. The Director stressed the important contribution that 
good social science research could make in stimulating improved international and 
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national development strategies. He mentioned progress being made in the 
Institute's current research on problems of food security, popular participation, 
the role of women in development, the social aspects of development projects 
affecting the environment and on the improvement of development statistics and 
indicators. The Institute's research showed that global development processes 
vTere associated vTith many unique problems in different contexts that required 
solutions based on a thorough understanding of the real possibilities in each 
situation. 

179. Several representatives commented favourably on the scientific quality 
and usefulness of the vmrk of the Institute, vrhich contributed to the better 
understandin~ of social phenomena in developing and developed countries and to 
the finding of practical solutions to problems in the field of social development. 

180. One representative felt that the Institute should place more emphasis on the 
international dimensions of social development research, as local and national 
issues could be dealt i·Tith by national research institutions. Another 
representative suggested that the Institute should support the work of other 
United Nations units concerned with social development, and that the proposed 
medium-term plan for the period 1984-1989 prepared by the Department of 
International Economic and Social Affairs could be a good basis for such support. 
It was further suggested that the Institute could play an active role in 
preliminary research that mir;ht be conducted on the welfare of migrant 1vorkers 
and their families. 

131. In relation to the financial situation of the Institute, several 
representatives expressed the readiness of their Governments to increase their 
contributions on a regular basis. One representative indicated that it would help 
the Institute if the results of its work were more 1-ridely disseminated. A clearer 
and firmer publications policy vrould certainly stimulate financial support from 
different sources. 

Consideration of the draft proposal submitted under item 7 (b) 

182. At the 680th meeting, on 16 February 1981, the representative of France, on 
behalf of France, the Netherlands, ITicarae;ua and Panama, introduced a draft 
resolution (E/CN. 5/L. 462), entitled nunited Nations Research Institute for Social 
Development~-. 

183. At the same meeting, the Commission adopted draft resolution E/CN.5/L.462. 
(For the text, see chap. I, sect. A, above, draft resolution I.) 

184. Also at its 680th meeting, the Commission decided to nominate, for confirmation 
by the Economic and Social Council, the following candidates for the two vacancies 
on the Board of the United Nations Research Institute for Social Development: 

For a term of office of four years, from 1 July 1981 to 30 June 1985: 
Gustavo Est eva (Mexico) ; 

For a term of office of ti·TO years from 1 July 1981 to 30 June 1983: 
Karl Eric Knutsson (Sweden). 

(For the text of the decision, see chap. I, sect. B, above, decision I.) 
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Chapter VIII 

DRP..FT PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE THEJ11TY-EIGHTH SESSION 
OF THE COMMISSION 

185. The Commission considered item 7 (c) of its agenda at its 684th and 686th 
meetings, on 18 and 19 February 1981. At its 634th meeting, the Conwission had 
before it a note by the Secretariat containing the draft provisional agenda for 
the twenty-eighth session, together with the list of requested documentation. 

136. Several representatives suggested new questions to be included in the draft 
provisional agenda. Among those questions were social aspects of armament and 
disarmament in connexion with the Second Disarmament Decade, inflation, youth and 
employment, access to culture, mobilization of national resources, social aspects 
of the activities of transnational corporations, social implications of sovereignty 
over natural resources, and the situation of women. Several representatives also 
indicated their preference for allocating a specific agenda item to issues they 
viewed as important. Issues mentioned vrere youth, the disabled, and the situation 
of migrant workers. It was suggested that, under the proposed item on social 
integration, the results of the International Year of the Child should be assessed 
and that a report on the subject should be requested from UNICEF. 

187. At the same time, the regrouping of questions to be considered by the 
Commission under broad agenda items was considered as desirable by most 
representatives. The clustering of agenda items was to be maintained. Several 
representatives stressed that an overly long list of items would not permit 
the Commission to focus its work, would call for too many documents and might 
jeopardize the efficient execution of the Commission's role. It was suggested 
that there might be a rotation of some issues over several sessions in order to 
help focus discussion at each session. It was also noted that the inclusion of 
subitems under the broad items meant that representatives could address the 
issues mentioned: it did not mean that documents had to be prepared on all those 
questions. 

188. At its 684th meetine;, the Commission, on the proposal of the Chairman, 
entrusted the Bureau vTith the preparation of a revised provisional a(ienda. 

189. At its 686th meeting, the Commission had before it a revised version of the 
agenda as proposed by the Bureau. Followint:; an exchange of view·s, the Commission 
decided to approve the provisional agenda for its tvrenty-eighth session, together 
>-rith the documentation requested, for submission to the Economic and Social 
Council for its revie1·r, in accordance with paragraph 2 (e) of Council 
resolution 1979/41 of 10 May 1979. (For the text of the decision, see chap. I, 
sect. B, above, decision VII.) 

--59-



Chapter IX 

ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE COMl'1ISSIOrJ TO THE 
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CO~JCIL 

190. At its 685th and 606th meetin~s, on 18 and 19 February 1981, the Commission 
adopted the report on its twenty-seventh session (E/CN.5/L.455) and Add.l-3, 
Add.3/Corr.l and Add.4-9), as amended during the discussion. 

Chapter X 

ORGANIZATION OF THE SESSION 

Opening and duration of the session 

191. The Commission for Social Development held its twenty-seventh session at the 
Vienna International Centre from 9 to 19 February 1981. The Commission held 
17 meetings (670th-686th meetin~s). The session was opened by the Acting Chairman 
of the Commission, Mr. Peter H. R. Marshall (United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland). 

192. In his introductory statement, the Under-Secretary-General for International 
Economic and Social Affairs reviewed developments in relation to the formulation 
of the International Development Strateey for the 1980s, and progress achieved in 
international neGotiations for establishing a ne•r international economic order. 
No consensus had, however, been reached as yet on the agenda and procedures for 
global neeotiations. The nev International Development Strategy, on the other hand, 
had been adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session 
(resolution 35/56). It focused on creating a favourable international environment 
for accelerated development of developing countries. It addressed a range of 
issues -economic, social, institutional and environmental. It called for full 
participation of the population in the process of development and underlined the 
}{ey role of human resource development. It further addressed specific social 
issues, including the situation and needs of specific population groups, such as 
children and youth, and took account of the outcome of the Horld Conference of 
the United Nations Decade for Homen at Copenhagen, all in teeping with 
recommendations of the Commission at its twenty-sixth session. The Strategy 
also called for intensification of co-operation among developing countries. He 
pointed out that co-operation among developing countries in the field of social 
development was receiving increased support, and he stressed the pivotal role for 
the regional commissions in that regard. 

193. The Under-Secretary-General drew attention to a number of United Nations 
activities in the coming years in which the Centre for Social Development and 
Humanitarian Affairs played the central role: the International Year of Disabled 
Persons ( 1981), the Horld Assembly on Aging ( 1982) and the International Youth 
Year (1985). He also outlined the broad directions of work envisaged for the 
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Department of International Economic and Social Affairs in relation to social 
development during the second half of the 1980s, in particular for the period 
of the next medium-term plan, 1984-1989. They would include an integrated approach 
to development, encompassine the study of the social and economic impacts of 
alternative development policies and strategies; reports on institutional 
innovations and structural changes; global syntheses and analysis of socio-economic 
trends and the use of appropriate analytical tools for that purpose; and issues 
of social integration and social welfare. A major focus would be placed on 
corrective measures and suitable action to prevent the marginalization of 
disadvantaged groups in society. He also proposed that in future new emphasis 
might be given to the situation and changing role of the family in society. 

194. Finally~ he introduced the report of the Secretary-General (E/1981/7) on the 
analytical summary of the comments on the report of the Ad Hoc \vorking Group on the 
Social Aspects of the Development Activities of the United Nations (E/1981/3). 
He explained that the comments received from Governments on the Harking Group's 
report had been too few to enable a meaningful analysis by the Secretariat. He also 
dreu attention to the activities of the United Nations Research Institute for Social 
Development and its difficult financial situation. On behalf of the Secretary-
General he appealed to Member States to take steps to ensure that the Institute, 
which relied on voluntary contributions, would receive the financial support it 
needed to continue to function effectively. 

Attendance 

195. The session was attended by 27 States members of the Commission, observers 
of other Member States 9 and hm observers from non-member States. Representatives 
of specialized agencies, intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental 
organizations also attended the session. A list of participants is given in 
annex I to the present report. 

r,1ection of officers 

196. At its 672nd meeting, on 10 February 1981, the Commission elected the 
followine; officers by acclamation: Chairman: Hr. Ally Houna Golo (Chad); 
Vice-Chairmen: Mr. Kaare Salvesen (Norway) , Hr. Chan dram S. Chan drat at (Thailand) , 
and Hr. I. S. Khmel ( Ul~:rainian Soviet Socialist Republic); Rapporteur: 
Mr. Jaime Pasquier (Nicaragua). 

Agenda and organization of work 

197. At its 672nd meetine;, on 10 February 1981, the Commission considered the 
provisional agenda (E/CN.5/583). The Commission also had before it a report on the 
state of preparedness of documentation for the session submitted by the 
Secretariat in conformity with Economic and Social Council resolution 1979/69 
and General Assembly resolution 34/50. 

198. At the same meeting the Commission adopted the provisional agenda as contained 
in document E/CN. 5/583, ~~ith the inclusion of an additional item entitled 
':Report of the Ad Hoc Harking Group on the Social Aspects o~ the Development. 
Activities of the United Nations 7'. The agenda for the sess1.on (E/CN.5/596) l.S 

contained in annex II to the present report. 
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199. At thP. same meeting , the Commission considered the orc~anization of the vrork of 
the session. It decided to consider items 3 and 4 separately and to consider 
item 7 (u) immediately after item 6. The organization of vrorl;:, as approved by the 
Cormnission, •vas subsequently issued as document E/CN.5/L.454. 

Documentation 

200. In considering the various items of the agenda, the Commission expressed its 
regret at the considerable delay in the distribution of the required documents and 
difficulties in obtaining all the documents in all the workin~ languages. 

201. The list of documents before the Commission at its twenty-seventh session is 
contained in annex III to the present report. 

Resolutions and decisions requiring action by the Council 
or brought to its attention 

202. Draft resolutions and decisions requiring action by the Economic and Social 
Council or brought to its attention are reproduced in chapter I of the present 
report. 

Consultations with non-governmental organizations 

203. In accordance with rule 76 of the rules of procedure of the functional 
commissions of the Economic and Social Council (E/5975), observers for the two 
follovTing non-governmental organizations in consultative status, cate~?,ory I, uith 
the Fconomic und Social Council, and one non-governmental organization on the 
Roster made statements under item 5 of the agenda durin{!, the twenty-seventh 
session : the International Council on Social vlelfe.re, the Forld Federation of 
Democratic Youth (category I) and the International Union of Students (Roster). 
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Annex I 

A'l'TENDANCE 

MEMBERS §.../ 

Chad: Ally Houna Golo 

Chile: Mar:la Teresa Infante Earros 

Costa Rica: Elias Rojas Guardia, Ana Cecilia Hidalgo;' 

El Salvador: Adalberto Gonzalez 

France: Marinette Girard 

India: K. A. Naqvi, Shivshankar Menon~:-

Indonesia: A~oeng Joeuono Tjokrosoeseno, Haryono Nimpuno, Hahju Soekotjo*, 
Dalnidra Aman·:: 

Italy: Anna Maria Cavallone, Enrico Guicciardi* 

Kenya: J. Muliro, s. M. Oisebe;', G. t'l. Mahinda 

Lesotho: Nahlape Qoane, Ntahli Hatete* 

1-1onr:olia: Luvsandanzan~yn Ider 

;,lorocco: ~1ohammed Loulichki 

Netherlands: Gradus Hendriks, A. Haldar*, F. L. Schlingemann>f, E. Hofland'' 

Nicarar-:ua: Jaime Pasquier 

Norvray: Knare Sal vcsen, Ernbret Aasen·:: 

Panama: Ana Hernandez cle PittS: 

Philippines: Dcminr.o L. Siazon, Ofelia Castano*, Edgardo J. Garcia~' 

Poland: Micha Dobroczynski, Zbie;niew Szymanski" 

Romania: Vasile GalGau, ]':larin Buhoara* 

Sudan: Ahmed E. Tigani El Tayeb 

Sweden: Bertil Hathson, Hans Linton*, Anders Elofson* 

* Alternate. 
0- l Pol:ivja, Cyprus, Madae;ascar, Senegal and Toe;o vrere not represented at the 

s e ~J ~:; ~un. 
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Thailand: Chandram S. Chandratat, Tuang 11uktasirF· 

Turkey: '1ustafa Keten, Erdal Gural·:: 

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic: I. s. Khmel 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics: Aleksandra Pavlovna Biryukova, L. S. Lobanov;:, 
F. IT. Strol;:-:t, Y. G. Lunlwv·::, A. H. SaJllo1J.ov·:+, B. S. Avramenko * 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and northern Ireland: P. H. R. ~~arshall, C. H. G. , 
R. I. T. Crorr.artie*, P. Kuenstler·~:-, R. 1-!anley~', C. J. Inc;ham1', B. H. T'lackenzie 

United States of America: Karl Cherny, .Tohn UcDonald·::·, David HohJ:llan, 
Carol Colloton 

STATES HEHBERS OF THE UNITED NATIOHS REPRESENTED BY OBSERVERS 

Australia, Austria, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, China, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, 
Denmark, Egypt, Finland, Germany, Federal Republic of, Greece, HunGary, Japan, 
Nigeria, Peru, Spain, Tunisia 

STATES HOT 11E'1B:CRS OF THE UHITED NATIOHS REPRESEPTED BY OBSERVERS 

Holy See, Sw·i tzerlanc1 

UIHTED NATIOFS SECRETARIAT 

The Under-Secretary-General for International Economic and Social Affairs, 
the Assistant Secretary-General and Deputy to the Under-Secretary-General for 
Technical Co-operation for Development, the Assistant Secretary-General for Social 
Development and Humanitarian Affairs, the Executive Secretary for the International 
Year of Disabled Persons, the Director of the General Analysis and Policies 
Division, the representative of the Office of the Director-General for Development 
and International Economic Co-operation 

Representatives of the Economic Commission for 1\frica, the Economic Cormnission 
for Latin America, the Econor,Jic Commission for Hestern 1\sia, the Economic and 
Social Conunission for Asia and the Pacific, the \·lorld Ji'ood Council 

UNITED NATIONS BODIES 

United Uations Chilnrcn's Fund, United J!ations Research Institute for Social 
Development 

SPECI.I\LIZJ"D AC~FNCIES 

International Labour Or~anisation, United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Oreanization, T!orld Health Orc;anization, Horld Rank 
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZAZIONS REPRESENTED BY OBSERVERS 

League of Arab States, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development 

Category I: 

Category II: 

Roster: 

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

International Council of Women, International Council on Social 
Helfare, International Organization of Consumers Unions, 
International Social Security Association, '\vorld Federation of 
Democratic Youth, World Federation of United Nations Associations 

All India Homen's Conference, Associated Country Homen of the 1florld, 
Baha'i International Community, Baptist Horld Alliance, Friends 
Horld Committee for Consultation, International Association of 
Democratic Lawyers, International Association of Schools of Social 
Hork, International Federation of Social Harkers, International 
Social Service, Pax Christi International Catholic Peace Movement, 
Soroptimist International, \ATorld Association of 1Jorld Federalists, 
World Union of Catholic 1/Jomen' s Organizations, Horld Young Women's 
Christian Association 

European Union of Homen, International Board of Co-operation for 
the Developing Countries, International Council of lJurses, 
International Council on Archives, International Federation for Home 
Economics, International Federation of Multiple Sclerosis Societies, 
International Police Association, International Research Institute 
for Immigration and Emigration Politics, International Union of 
Students 
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Annex II 

AGENDA OF 'TIU' 'J:'I!ENTY-SEVENTH SESSION ADOPTED I3Y THI: COMI'USSIOT'T 
AT ITS 672ND rmr:TIITG ON 10 FEBTIUARY 19Gl 

1. Election of officers 

2. Adoption of the a~enda and other or~anizational matters 

3. Survey of recent and prospective trends and fundamental chanz,es 1n the field 
of socio-economic development 

1~. Socio-economic policies related to issues concerninr, the equitable 
distribution of national income and popular participation 

5. Programmes and policies for social inte~ration 

6. Report of the Ad Hoc 1Torkinr.; Group on the Social Aspects of the Development 
Activities of the United Nations 

1. Other matters before the Commission 

(a) Proposed medium-term plan for the period 1984-1989 and pror,ress report 
for the bienniur.t 1979-1930 

(b) United rTations 'Research Institute for Social DevPlopment 

(c) Draft provisional ac;enda for the hrenty-ei~hth session of the Commission 

8. Adoption of the report of the Commission on its tHenty-seventh session 
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Annex III 

LIST OF DOCUI1ErTTS BEFORE THE COiVJ;'USSimT AT ITS THENTY-SEVENTH SESSION 

Document number 

A/36/69 

E/1080/112 and Corr.l 

E/1981/3 

:C/1931/7 

E/CIT.5/583 

~/C11.5/58h 

E/CH.5/585 

E/CN.5/586 

E/CrT. 5/587 

E/CH.5/588 

A~enda item Title 

4 Unified approach to development analysis 
and planning: report of the Secretary-
General 

5 Question of the elderly and the aged: 
report of the Secretary-General 

5 Report of the Committee on Crime 

6 

6 

2 

2 

3 

5 

5 

Prevention and Control on its 
sixth session 

Report of the Ad Hoc Harking Group on the 
Social Aspects of the Development 
Activities of the United Nations 

Analytical swnmary of the comments on the 
report of the Ad Hoc Harking Group on 
the Social Aspects of the Development 
Activities of the United nations: 
report of the Secretary-General 

Annotated provisional agenda 

Draft declaration on social and legal 
principles relating to the protection 
and welfare of children with special 
reference to foster placement and 
adoption nationally ann internationally: 
note by the Secretary-General 

Aspects of social development in the 
l9GOs: note by the Secretary-General 

Unified approach to development analysis 
and planning - Elements of an integrateo 
approach to social and economic planninc;: 
report of the Secretary-General 

Youth in the contemporary 1vorld: report 
of the Secretary-General 

Helfare of mie;rant 1-rorkers and their 
families: note by the Secretary-General 
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Document number 

:C/C~T. 5/589 

E/CJT.5/590 

:C/CH.5/59l 

E/CH.S/592 

'L/CiT.5/593 

I\/C:T. 5/59h 

:C/CIT. 5/595 

E/CiT. 5/596 

T~/CTJ. 5/597 

l~/CiT. 5/L.I~55 anc1 /\cld.l-3, 
/\del. 3/ (;orr .1 and /\Cl cl.l~ -9 

~/CIT. S/L.I>5E1/Rcv .l 

A~enda item Title 

5 Strenc;thc:nin(3 developmental social 
welfare policies and proc:rarr'Jl1les: 
pro~ress report of the Secretary-General 

5 Social welfare - Pro~ress report on field 

5 

7 (a) 

7 (a) 

1 (b) 

7 (b) 

2 

1 (b) 

') 
(_ 

" (J 

G 

G 

3 

operational activities for technical 
co-operation, 1979-1980: note by the 
Secretary-General 

Prevention of disability: pro~ress 

report of the Secretary-General 

IJote by the Secreatary-General 

Pror;ress reJ)Ort for the biennium 
1979-1980: note by th0 Secretary-
General 

rToPlination of members of the Board of the 
Institute: note by the Gecretar>.r-
General 

Report of the Eoard of the Institute on 
its activities durin.n: the period from 
l Eovembcr 1978 to 31 October 1980 

Ar;enda as a~opted at the 672nd meeting of 
the Commission 

Letter clatecl 0 Ti'elJrnnrv 1981 from the 
representative of T.Jexico to the 
Assistant Secretary-General for Social 
Develorment and J!wnnnitariun Affuirc; 

Pror;ramrnc of uorl: as approved by the 
Commission at its Ci72ncl mc:etinr: 

Draft report of the Commission to the 
Economic and Social Council 

Nonm.y, 81-rcden :1.nd United Kinc:clom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland: 
draft resolution 

Lesotho and fionr:olia: draft resolution 

Grou}' of 77: revised draft resolution 

India, Lesotho, Philippines, RoMania, 
Sueden and Thailand: draft resolution 
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Docwnent nwnber 

E/CN.5/L.459/Rev.l 

E/CH.5/L.460 

E/CN.5/L.461 

E/Cl'T.5/L.J+62 

E/CN. 5/L. 461+ 

E/CN.5/L.4 64 /Rev.l 

r.: /CN.5/L.h65 

E/CIT. 5/1.466 

E/CIT. 5 /L. i~67 

r.:/CJT. 5/L.liGG 

E/CN.5/L.469/Rev.l 

.Agenda item 

3 

5 

5 

7 (b) 

5 

5 

5 

5 

6 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Title 

;;arne sponsor~/: revised draft resolution 

Chad, Costa Rica, El Salvador, India, 
Indonesia, Lesotho, Morocco, Netherlands, 
Nicaragua , Panama, Philippines, Romania, 
Sudan, Thailand and Turkey: draft 
resolution 

India, Indonesia, fbngolia, Nicaragua, 
Poland and Ukrainian Soviet Socialist 
Republic: draft resolution 

France, Netherlands, Nicarar,ua and Panama: 
draft resolution 

India, Italy, Lesotho and Panama: draft 
resolution 

Morocco, Romania and Turkey: draft 
resolution 

L;ame sponsor~/ and Sudan: revised draft 
resolution 

United States of America: draft resolution 

Chairman of the informal worlcing group 
established to consider draft 
resolutions E/CIT. 5/L.45G and 
E/CN. 5/L. 458 /Rev .1: draft resolution 

France, Netherlands, Poland, Romania, 
Sweden, United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland and United States 
of America: draft re solution 

Italy, netherlnnds, Panama, Svreden and 
United States of America: draft 
resolution 

United f>tates of America: draft decision 

Lsame sponso~/: revised draft decision 

-69-



;.;....:..JI ~)'I ..:,.1;~ ~ J~l 4 
,,," .. . ,..' I ) • :> t ._..\,_(_' 1 -~ e ...... - '1 ,..,)' I._: / ..:.-• ~ .. ' .. ..-'1 .._ .. <-. 

. "'...-.- ~ , 1 :2;~ .. ..... ,/ ,:--'' -J• ,;,.....__...' ' ,.. .. )1 ..,·, .• .-JI _.i 

JIOW TO OBTAI!'< U!'<ITED NATIO!"S rl;BJJ(' :\TIO~S 

Uni!Nl Nntion~ puhlicntions mny lw nhtain•·d !rom l>ook~tnn·s nne! rli•tnlmtor.o 
throughout thl' world. Consult your hookstnrp or writ!' to t lrllt•·d Nation•. !-'nlf'~ 
Sed ion. N <>w York or Cl'nl'vn . 

C0:\1:\lENT St: PltOCllln:tt u:s l'l'lli,JC,\TIO~S llES ~t\TJO~S Jl~JES 

lA:'~ puhlicn tions dt"~ Nntion~ \n1it·~ !'nnt t •n \t·nt .. t\ ;1n~ lt~~ hhrniTit•o.t t•\ t. ·~ n..:('IH"P~ 

cl£~po~itnin ·~ du tnondC' Pntier. lnfnnlH'/,•\'ntl" nuprt·o:; dtt vohe 1th1a1n· ou :ulr•·..;~c/ vou."t 
/1: Nation~ Unil's. SPdion r1£'s n·nt•·s. N!'w Y01k ou (;rni·'·"· 

IL\1' IIO:I.'' 'IIITh ll:l ; (o\llllll OI'L\1111 :L\HIIll CH;'J.t:;UIIIl·:IIIII.IX 11;\lllln 

11:\JHliiiiH Opntlllf:l.'llllllt Of'l·l·Plt1111t' JIIli.IX ll111ll1f1 Mn . t . lln H~' IT11TI· H HIIIL'I.III·IX Mnrn · 
:11111:\.X U nrt'IITC"TII:\.X nn nn~x p a ftnii:\X Mllp:t . ll:tl to;tliTt' I"I!Jl!llli:Jt n(• 111;\HIIIIH'~ f1 

t\r\11\('M KH\\H\ UOM M:\t":t :\llllt' 11.111 TIIIIIIIITt' Jill :t;qwcy : 0Jll-allt1.\rll\ll l l l)(n.t•;\ llll t' IIIII.ZX 

1Inttnf'l. C t' KIUtH no npn;t:l>I~P lt·1;1,n1111i'1, lli.IO·l"lopK 1!111 )f=t·llt' na. 

C0:\10 CONSF.GUIIt l'llBI.ICt\CIONES Ill: L t\S r\t\('JONES l l ~lllt\S 

Lns puhlirncion(·~ cl<' Ins Nncioru-.~ l1nidns Pst.:in ('ll v~nt:• «' 11 lihn•rfns v cnsa~ cli~tri 
huidorns t•n todn:'i parte-s dPl nnmdn. Con~ultP n S\1 lihn·ro o dirijH ~f·. n : NncJOIH' S 

Unidn~ . S..cci•\n ell' V .. ntn~ . Nuevn York n c;i,whrn. 

Litho in United Nation~. New VnrL: Price : SU .S. (>.OO 07197 ,\pllll'lXI :\.150 




