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1. Recom'1'1Wnds that Governments of Member 
States assess the adequacy of measures dealing with 
various aspects of the urbanization process and review 
their national policies and programmes affecting ur
banization ; 

2. Recommends further that Governments designate 
existing, or establish new, organizations as national 
centres on urbanization in accordance with Economic 
and Social Council resolution 830 B (XXXII); 

3. Requests the · Secretary-General to suggest ap
propriate ways of organizing among such centres an 
international exchange of the results of research and 
studies and of practical experience in the field of ur
banization; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General, the Special 
Fund, the regional economic commissions and the 
specialized agencies concerned to co-operate with Gov
ernments in carrying out the necessary basic research 
and studies, in formulating comprehensive plans for 
urban and regional development and in establishing 
and expanding the required community service and 
facilities; 

5. Invites Governments to enlist citizens' participa
tion in such programmes. 

1081st plenary '11UJeting, 
18 December 1961. 

1677 (XVI). Co-operation for the eradication of 
illiteracy throughout the world 

The General Assembly, 

Expressing its concern at the fact that there at present 
exists, in many countries of the world, mass illiteracy 
which, in several countries, extends to a great part of 
the population and acts as a brake upon the advance, 
both of individual countries and of human society as 
a whole, along the path of economic and social progress, 

Confirming its resolutions 330 (IV) of 2 December 
1949, 743 (VIII) of 27 November 1953, 1049 (XI) 
of 20 February 1957 and 1463 (XIV) of 12 December 
1959, recommending the establishment of free and com
pulsory primary education and the raising of such 
education to the level enjoyed by the peoples of the 
advanced countries, 

Having regard to its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 
December 1960 and recalling Economic and Social 
Council resolutions 768 (XXX) of 21 July 1960 on 
co-operation on behalf of newly independent countries 
and 837 (XXXII) of 3 August 1961 on African edu
cational development, 

Convinced of the great importance of literacy and 
general education to the development of peaceful and 
friendly relations among nations and peoples, 

Sharing the view that the literacy campaign and 
assistance in all fields of education should be the re
sponsibility of the United Nations Educational, Scien
tific and Cultural Organization, 

Bearing in mind the usefulness of the efforts made 
by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul
tural Organization in the promotion of literacy aQd 
education in general, and particularly of the decision 
taken by that organization, at the eleventh session of 
its General Conference, in resolution 8.63 of 15 De
cember 1960, 

Noting that even greater efforts are called for, at the 
present time, with a view to eradicating mass illiteracy 
throughout the world as speedily as possible, 

1. Invites the United Nations, Educational, Scien
tific and Cultural Organization : 

(a) To make a general review, at a regular session 
of its General Conference, of the question of the eradi
cation of mass illiteracy throughout the world, with the 
object of working out concrete and effective measures, 
at the international and national levels, for such eradi
cation; 

( b) To present, through the Economic and Social 
Council, to the General Assembly at a regular session a 
survey of the position in the world with regard to the 
extension of universal literacy, together with recom
mendations on the measures which might be taken, 
within the framework of the United Nations, for co
operation in the eradication of illiteracy; 

2. Calls for the extension of effective assistance for 
the eradication of illiteracy and the promotion of edu
cation of all kinds to the developing countries both 
bilaterally and within the framework of the United 
Nations and its specialized agencies; 

3. Expresses the hope that the Governments of 
those countries will assign, in their programmes of 
social development, prime importance to the problem 
of eradicating illiteracy. 

1081st plenary meeting, 
18 December 1961. 

1678 (XVI). United Nations Children's Fund 

The General Assembly, 

R.ecognizing the basic importance of child welfare 
programmes, not only to the future well-being of 
children but also to the role they will play as useful 
and productive members of society, 

Noting the report of th~ Executive Director of the 
United Nations Children's Fund entitled "Survey of 
the needs of children",6 the decisions of the Executive 
Board of the Fund following from his report, and Eco
nomic and Social Council resolution 827 (XXXII) of 
28 July 1961 by which the Council endorsed those 
decisions, 

Expressing its satisfaction that the Fund has thus 
taken steps to translate still more effectively the pro
visions of the Declaration of the Rights of the Child7 

into improved programmes of welfare for children, 

1. Endorses the new emphasis and approach rep
resented by those decisions, in particular those aspects 
which will assist developing countries desiring to: 

(a) Make intensive and integrated surveys of child 
needs for the purpose of identifying those priority needs 
which might most effectively be met by national and 
international action ; 

( b) Draw up long-term plans and programmes for 
child welfare on the basis of such surveys ; 

• Report by the Executive Director (E/ICEF /410 and Add.l) 
and supplementary reports by the Bureau of Social Affairs of 
the United Nations Secretariat, the International Labour Or
ganisation, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations, the World Health Organization and the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organi
zation (E/ICEF/411-415 and 415/Add.l.). 

7 Resolution 1386 (XIV) of 20 November 1959. 


