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The meeting was called to order at 3.15 p.m. having consulted the regional group concerned, and on the
basis of a candidature submitted by the African States, |
Agenda item 17(continued) have determined that Burkina Faso should be requested to

propose a candidate to replace Mr. Tall.
Appointments to fill vacancies in subsidiary organs and
other appointments As further indicated in document A/50/817, as a
result of consultations in accordance with article 3,
(g) Appointment of a member of the Joint Inspection paragraph 2, of the statute of the Joint Inspection Unit,
Unit including consultations with the President of the
Economic and Social Council and with the Secretary-
Note by the President of the General Assembly Generalin his capacity as Chairman of the Administrative
(A/50/817) Committee on Coordination, | now submit to the
Assembly the candidature of Mr. Louis Dominique
The President: As indicated in document A/50/817, Ouedraogo, of Burkina Faso, for appointment as a
the General Assembly, by its decision 49/321 of 23 member of the Joint Inspection Unit for a term of office
December 1994, appointed four members of the Jointcommencing on 1 January 1996 and expiring on 31
Inspection Unit for a five-year term of office beginning on December 2000.
1 January 1996 and expiring on 31 December 2000.
Subsequently, the Secretary-General was informed thatone  May | take it that it is the wish of the General
such member, Mr. Ali Badara Tall, of Burkina Faso, had Assembly to appoint the candidate?
submitted his resignation on 17 October 1995 before
commencing his term of office, which would have started It was so decided.
on 1 January 1996 and expired on 31 December 2000.
The President: The Assembly has thus concluded
The General Assembly is accordingly required, at the its consideration of sub-item (g) of agenda item 17.
fiftieth session, to appoint a person to serve as a member of
the Joint Inspection Unit for a five-year term of office Before starting consideration of the next agenda
beginning on 1 January 1996 and expiring on 31 Decemberitems, in view of the large number of speakers on the list
2000. for this afternoon, | should like to appeal to the
delegations concerned to limit their statements to a
In accordance with the procedures described in articlemaximum of 10 minutes. | thank delegations in advance
3, paragraph 1, of the statute of the Joint Inspection Unit, for their cooperation.

95-87063 (E) This record contains the original text of speeches delivered in English and interpretations of speeches
delivered in the other languages. Corrections should be submitted to original speeches only. They
should be incorporated in a copy of the record and be sent under the signature of a member of the
delegation concernedyithin one month of the date of the meeting the Chief of the Verbatim
Reporting Service, Room C-178. Corrections will be issued after the end of the session in a
consolidated corrigendum.
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Agenda items 20(continued)and 54 At the same time, we are deeply worried about the
continuing civil war in Afghanistan, which has brought
(d) Emergency international assistance for peace, massive destruction upon the country and immeasurable
normalcy and reconstruction of war-stricken grief upon its people. Civilian targets are being
Afghanistan bombarded, massive violations of human rights are
occurring and there is no end to the plight of the
The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for population.
international peace and security
While the developments on the ground in

Report of the Secretary-General (A/50/737) Afghanistan over the last 12 months may be cause for
sadness, and while there may be frustration that more
Draft resolution (A/50/L.60) could not be accomplished in the search for peace, we
must not give up hope that progress is possible, and we
Report of the Fifth Committee (A/50/825) should strengthen our efforts to achieve such progress.
The President: The draft resolution before the To do so, we should make an unvarnished

Assembly, issued as document A/50/L.60, has two parts:assessment of the situation in Afghanistan. Also, we
part A is entitled “Emergency international assistance for should try to be clear on what the international
peace, normalcy and reconstruction of war-stricken community can and should do to help and what can be
Afghanistan” and part B is entitled “The situation in accomplished only by the Afghan parties themselves. On
Afghanistan and its implications for international peace andthis basis, we should define ways to support and further
security”. strengthen the efforts of the United Nations in
Afghanistan.
I now call on the representative of Germany to
introduce draft resolution A/50/L.60. The draft resolution | am introducing today follows
this approach. It takes stock and gives an unvarnished
Mr. Henze (Germany) Germany is pleased to assessment of the situation. The draft expresses deep
introduce the draft resolution whose two parts are entitledconcern about the lack of progress in reaching an
“Emergency international assistance for peace, normalcyagreement on the establishment of an acceptable and
and reconstruction of war-stricken Afghanistan” and “The broadly representative mechanism, the transfer of power
situation in Afghanistan and its implications for andanimmediate and durable cease-fire. It also expresses
international peace and security”. deep concern about the consequences of 16 years of war,
the prolongation and, in some regions, intensification of
The draft resolution is sponsored by the following armed hostilities and violations of human rights and
Member States: Afghanistan, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, international humanitarian law. It affirms Afghanistan’s
Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, China, Denmarkneed for continued international assistance and takes note
Egypt, Fiji, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, of the extremely critical economic situation of this land-
the Islamic Republic of Iran, Ireland, Japan, Jordan, locked, least developed and war-stricken country.
Kazaksktan, Kyrgyzstan, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta,
Morocco, Norway, Pakistan, Portugal, Russian Federation, The draft resolution urgently appeals to the
Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Spain, Sweden, Tajikistan, Tunisiajnternational community, including the international
Turkey, Turkmenistan, the United Kingdom of Great financial institutions, to provide much-needed assistance
Britain and Northern Ireland, the United States of America, for humanitarian and, as far as conditions on the ground
Uzbekistan, Viet Nam and Yemen. permit, reconstruction purposes. It calls upon all States to
promote peace in Afghanistan, to stop the flow of
My country has enjoyed a long history of friendly and weapons to the parties and to put an end to this
intensive relations with all segments of Afghan society. We destructive conflict. At the same time, it calls upon all
therefore feel honoured that, as at the forty-ninth session ofStates to strictly refrain from interfering in the internal
the General Assembly, we were again able to work togetheraffairs of Afghanistan and to respect the right of the
with interested delegations on the texts now before us. InAfghan people to determine their own destiny.
this respect, | would like to thank the delegations that
participated in this exercise for their cooperation.
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The draft resolution also makes it clear that peace caninscribe their names on the list of speakers as soon as
only be achieved by the parties themselves. It urges thepossible.
leaders of all Afghan parties to renounce the use of force
and to settle their differences by peaceful means. It Mr. Kharrazi (Islamic Republic of Iran) The
reiterates its call upon all Afghans, especially the leaders ofsituation in Afghanistan continues to deteriorate, resulting
the parties, to cooperate fully with the United Nations in the continued killing of and injury to many innocent
Special Mission to Afghanistan in establishing a broad- civilians, the displacement of thousands of people and
based authoritative council and to cooperate with this. It widespread destruction of property in that war-stricken
also states the close interrelationship between peace andountry. It was our fervent hope that, after the withdrawal
normalcy in Afghanistan and the country’s chances for of foreign forces from Afghanistan and the establishment
economic development. of an Islamic State in that country, Afghan parties and
groups would set aside their differences and work towards
On the basis of this assessment of the situation inthe reconstruction of their country. But, unfortunately,
Afghanistan and the draft resolution’s appeals to the more fighting replaced a period of calm, and the suffering
international community and the Afghan parties, the draft of the people of Afghanistan has continued, especially in
resolution centres on extending strong support for theKabul, whose people are suffering from both a hard
United Nations effort in Afghanistan. It welcomes the winter and indiscriminate attacks against civilian targets.
efforts of the United Nations Special Mission headed by
Ambassador Mahmoud Mestiri. It underlines the importance The Islamic Republic of Iran, which has many
of the urgent creation of a fully representative and broad-things, as well as a long border, in common with the
based authoritative council. It emphasizes the continuingpeople of Afghanistan, has traditionally maintained close
need of the Special Mission for strong political support by and friendly relations with that country. We are therefore
the international community. Finally, it welcomes the gravely concerned about the situation there. Besides being
decision of the Secretary-General to strengthen the Missiorhost to millions of Afghan refugees and rendering
by stationing four additional political counsellors in humanitarian assistance to the Afghan people, my country
Afghanistan. has spared no effort to help various parties and groups
inside Afghanistan to overcome their difficulties and
We hope this draft resolution will be adopted by differences. In that respect, we have repeatedly called
consensus. In doing so, the General Assembly would sendupon all parties to agree on a durable cease-fire and a just
a strong message of support to Afghanistan, would calland lasting political settlement.
upon the parties to end this terrible conflict and would call
upon the international community and all States to do all Nevertheless, we are keenly aware of the sensitivity
they can to contribute to putting an end to the bloodshed.of the Afghan people with respect to foreign interference
But, first and foremost, this resolution would extend an in their internal affairs and the imposition of any solution
offer to the people and the parties in Afghanistan — an from outside, and we utterly respect and support their
offer of strengthened support from the United Nations, bothright to determine their own destiny. On this basis, our
in the humanitarian and the political fields. policy has focused on maintaining contact with the
Government and all Afghan groups to persuade them to
Finally, | would like to strongly urge all parties in arrive at a solution through negotiations.
Afghanistan to accept this offer and to make the best
possible use of it. If they do so, | am convinced that We firmly believe that what the people of
progress towards peace and security and away from waAfghanistan need first and foremost is the support of the
and endless suffering, can and will eventually be achieved.entire international community in bringing about a
peaceful solution, acceptable to all parties, to this
The President: | should like to propose that, if there regrettable fratricidal war. For our part, we continue to
is no objection, the list of speakers in the debate on thisuse every opportunity to promote peace, and we shall

item be closed at 3.45 this afternoon. continue to cooperate with our neighbours to help to
achieve peace in Afghanistan, which will serve the best
It was so decided. interests of all the people of the region.
The President: | therefore request those The United Nations Special Mission to Afghanistan,

representatives wishing to participate in the debate toheaded by Ambassador Mahmoud Mestiri, has played a
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crucial role in the efforts to bring peace and normality to homes. To ensure the safe and secure repatriation and
Afghanistan. Ambassador Mestiri has our full support and resettlement of refugees, international cooperation and
cooperation in his difficult task. We also commend and assistance to remove the existing obstacles is an absolute
support the efforts of the Organization of the Islamic necessity.
Conference (OIC) in this regard. We hope that the close
cooperation and coordination between the United Nations, Last year, in coordination with the World Health
the OIC and neighbouring countries will give added Organization, my country initiated a vaccination plan for
impetus to the peace process in Afghanistan. Afghan children. It has distributed 8 million doses of
vaccine throughout Afghanistan. In addition, Afghan
The sad situation in Afghanistan has endangered themedical groups have been trained in Iran, and hospitals
very basic rights of the innocent people of that country, and clinics have been established in certain areas of
who are living in an exceedingly difficult situation. As the Afghanistan. We have also made arrangements to
Secretary-General points out in his report, the incidence ofestablish a Joint Commission to examine ways of more
disease and malnutrition in some areas of the country iseffectively controlling the flow of narcotics through the
reaching alarming proportions. The need to address theseegion and converting the poppy-growing areas in
poverty-related issues simultaneously with the rehabilitation Afghanistan to the production of useful alternative crops
of war-affected areas and reconstruction of the country isthat meet the basic needs of the Afghan people.
critical to improving the overall situation there and to
achieving a sustainable development process. Besides all these initiatives, fuels, food and non-food
assistance have been provided to the people of
We agree with the Secretary-General that the transitionAfghanistan on an ongoing basis. This task will continue
from humanitarian assistance to rehabilitation and to be pursued with dedication and vigilance.
development is not a linear process. Humanitarian
assistance and rehabilitation must be pursued in parallel, Finally, we hope that with the adoption of draft
with the longer-term development perspective always beingresolution A/50/L.60 the approach of the international
kept in mind. It is in this context that an enduring community with regard to Afghanistan will enter a new
commitment on the part of the international community to phase. Today, Afghanistan is in dire need of our support
providing both humanitarian assistance and financialto arrive at an immediate and durable cease-fire and to
support is necessary in order to restore peace and prosperitiorm an acceptable transitional government. Similarly, it
to Afghanistan. needs our commitments to render all financial, technical
and material assistance for the restoration of basic
Since 1980 the Islamic Republic of Iran has been hostservices, the reconstruction of Afghanistan, and the
to 2.5 million Afghan refugees, whom we have received voluntary, safe and secure return of refugees and
and protected with a very high standard of treatment, basednternally displaced persons to their homes. The Islamic
on our Islamic values and international commitments. Republic of Iran continues to do its utmost to contribute
Unfortunately, international assistance for these refugeedo these humanitarian endeavours.
and their repatriation has not been commensurate with the
magnitude of the problems. Mr. Owada (Japan) Today Afghanistan finds itself
in a tragic situation. The internal conflict in that country
Since the establishment of the Islamic State of has been going on for more than 15 years. It has had
Afghanistan, we have been in close contact with its disastrous consequences for the civilian population and
Government in order to facilitate the voluntary return of has nearly destroyed the country’s social infrastructure.
Afghan refugees to their homes. Thus far, about 1 million
refugees have returned to their country voluntarily, and the The situation in Afghanistan, if it continues in this
process is being monitored through close coordinationway, could threaten the stability of the region to such an
between the two Governments and related agencies of thextent that the conflict, if left unattended, could spread to
United Nations. neighbouring countries. Indeed, it is my Government's
conviction that the present situation demands the urgent
However, the problem of millions of anti-personnel attention of the international community. In particular, the
land-mines and unexploded ordnance in Afghanistan, asvigilance of the United Nations is of immediate urgency.
well as continuing armed hostilities in the country, may be In this regard, the efforts of the United Nations Special
preventing many Afghan refugees from returning to their Mission to Afghanistan under Ambassador Mahmoud
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Mestiri and of the Secretary-General's Office in As an Asian nation, Japan is especially sensitive to
Afghanistan, to both of which | wish to pay high tribute, the need to assist the people of Afghanistan in their
are of utmost importance for achieving peace and national reconciliation and reconstruction efforts. | should
promoting national reconstruction and reconciliation in like, therefore, to strongly urge Member States to support
Afghanistan. the United Nations as it addresses the myriad problems
confronting war-stricken Afghanistan and to abide by
As an Asian country, Japan is gravely concerned abouttheir obligations under the draft resolution which the
the present situation. We in Japan are particularly General Assembly is about to adopt.
concerned that some foreign countries are providing the
warring parties, directly or indirectly, with military The Government of Japan, for its part, is committed
weapons, ammunition and other forms of military-related to contributing to efforts toward the restoration of peace
assistance. This, we believe, is at least in part responsiblend the building of prosperity in Afghanistan.
for the prolongation of the very dangerous situation in
Afghanistan. Japan calls upon those countries to The draft resolution introduced by the German
immediately halt such exports — which are in fact delegation and co-sponsored by Japan and other like-
illegal — and to actively support the efforts of the United minded countries was prepared through a lengthy process
Nations aimed at achieving peace among the partiesof discussion and negotiation. My delegation pays high
concerned. tribute to the German delegation for the coordinating role
it played in achieving consensus among the countries
The humanitarian situation and human rights problemsconcerned. My delegation considers the draft resolution to
in Afghanistan are also sources of grave concern. Japare a clear expression of the determination of the
attaches particular importance to the safe and voluntaryinternational community to assist, in both political and
return of refugees and displaced persons. Also, demininghumanitarian spheres, Afghanistan’s efforts to restore
activities and infrastructure building should be essential peace and prosperity. Japan hopes that this draft
elements in the reconstruction of the political system. resolution will be adopted by consensus.

Japan urges all the parties concerned to cease their  Mr. Yafiez-Barnuevo (Spain) (nterpretation from
hostile activities and accept the peace plan set forth by theSpanish: | have the honour of speaking on behalf of the
Special Mission of the United Nations, which provides for European Union. Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta,
negotiations for the transfer of power and the establishmentHungary and the Czech Republic associate themselves
of a transitional mechanism. For the United Nations to play with our statement.

a significant role in this context, it is essential that the

parties to the conflict ensure that the safety and security of The European Union supports draft resolution

United Nations personnel in no way be jeopardized. The A/50/L.60, which has two parts. All the member States of

parties to the conflict must guarantee the freedom ofthe European Union are co-sponsors of the draft

movement of such personnel. resolution. The efforts of the United Nations in
Afghanistan should be able to count on our support and

The Government of Japan has long supported theshould be strengthened. We hope that through its efforts
peaceful efforts of the United Nations. It has provided a the United Nations can contribute to bringing an end to
political officer to the United Nations Good Offices Mission this destructive conflict. We are convinced that all the
in Afghanistan (UNGOMAP) and has contributed more than people of Afghanistan wish to live in peace and security.
$400 million in refugee assistance, including $12 million We want that wish to be fulfilled.
for de-mining activities. As one of the fellow members of
Asia, Japan feels it incumbent upon it to shoulder a useful We therefore welcome the steps taken so far by the
role in cooperating with the United Nations for the United Nations Special Mission to Afghanistan, headed by
resolution of the conflict in Afghanistan. It is as a Ambassador Mahmoud Mestiri. We are grateful to
manifestation of this desire on Japan’s part that my Ambassador Mestiri for the commitment he has shown,
Government has decided to respond positively to theand we encourage him to continue his efforts, through his
request of the United Nations and send a political officer to talks with all parties, to facilitate national reconciliation
assist Ambassador Mestiri, provided that certain and reconstruction in Afghanistan. The European Union
prerequisites for ensuring the safety of his person are metsupports the aim of such talks, namely, to achieve an

agreement that includes the establishment of an acceptable
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and broadly representative mechanism, the transfer ofachieving peace and by appealing to the international

power and an immediate and lasting cease-fire. community to give much-needed humanitarian and
rehabilitation assistance to Afghanistan, the adoption of

In spite of all the assistance the United Nations can this draft resolution will help create the political and

and should provide, it must be pointed out that the partieseconomic framework needed by the Afghan people to

in Afghanistan bear the main responsibility for reaching move towards peace and leave war and widespread

such an agreement in order to end the bloodshed that hasuffering behind.

engulfed the country for so many years. We urge the parties

to cooperate fully with the United Nations Special Mission Lastly, the European Union, wishes to express its

and to strive to achieve a peaceful and lasting solution tohope that, if still necessary, draft resolutions under agenda

the conflict. items 20 (d) and 54 will be considered next year.

The peace process in Afghanistan must proceed Mr. Ghafoorzai (Afghanistan) For the fourth time
without outside interference and on the basis of respect forsince 1992 the General Assembly is considering the
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the country. We agenda sub-item entitled “Emergency international
encourage all States to help promote peace and stability irassistance for peace, normalcy and reconstruction of war-
Afghanistan. stricken Afghanistan”.

The memorandum to the General Assembly at its Obviously, the main objectives are to evaluate and
fifieth session, which was circulated with the speech assess the evolution of the situation and the success of
delivered on behalf of the European Union by the SpanishUnited Nations efforts carried out by the Special Mission
Foreign Minister, Mr. Solana, on 26 September 1995, statedto Afghanistan towards the implementation of related
the following: resolutions and to bring about peace and national

reconciliation in war-stricken Afghanistan.
“The European Union continues to give its full

support to the efforts of the United Nations Special The Islamic State of Afghanistan would like to

Representative, Ambassador Mestiri, to achieve apresentits assessment of the situation during the past year

negotiated and comprehensive solution to the Afghanand elaborate on the reasons which have hindered the

conflict. implementation of last year's resolution (49/140) on
Afghanistan.
“The European Union calls upon the parties to

the Afghan conflict to redouble their efforts in the The present impasse in Afghanistan could be

search for peace and for an agreement on the politicalanalysed from different angles on the basis of diverse

process. It also requests third countries to refrain from views and conclusions. One fact, however, is certain and
any interference in the internal affairs of Afghanistan.” a reality: interference in Afghanistan’s internal affairs not
only prevails but is assuming wider dimensions, and, as

This summary of the European Union’s policy towards a result, the conflict is continuing, with all its disastrous
Afghanistan is reflected in the draft resolution introduced effects on the life of the Afghan nation. This reality, as
today in the General Assembly. The situation on the groundwell as the tragic plight of Afghanistan, is somewhat
has become even more critical in the past few months, andverlooked, and effective steps to remedy the situation
the adoption and speedy implementation of this draft have yet to be taken.
resolution are necessary in order to send a clear signal of
support — of humanitarian support — for war-stricken It is surprising, despite our deep gratitude for its
Afghanistan and its people and of political support for the endeavours to bring peace to Afghanistan, that even the
United Nations effort to promote peace and stability in the United Nations has taken some positions which do not
country. come close to supplementing a course of action conducive

to the early return of peace to Afghanistan. Some

The European Union is deeply concerned about thecontradictory and equivocal statements of the Special
ongoing war in Afghanistan. We are convinced, however, Mission about the Taliban mercenaries, for instance, could
that by supporting and further strengthening the United be referred to by way of example. By now, all the
Nations Special Mission, by urging the parties in evidence about this group has been provided by the mass
Afghanistan to cooperate in good faith with the aim of media, including the Pakistani press. | do not intend to go
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into details about an incident that took place in Stockholm On 28 September 199Reuters under the heading
on 1 and 2 June 1995 at an international conference of‘Pakistan lays phone cables in Afghanistan”, wrote,
donor countries.
“Technicians of the State-run Pakistan
The people and the Government of Afghanistan are Telecommunications Corporation (PIC) have laid

thankful to His Excellency Mr. Boutros Boutros-Ghali, new telephone cables in southern and western
Secretary-General of the United Nations, and to the head of Afghanistan to connect the war-ravaged country to
the Special Mission, His Excellency Ambassador Mahmoud Pakistan, PIC sources said.”

Mestiri, for their continuous endeavours aimed at achieving

a lasting peace in Afghanistan. We are committed to The provinces connected with the Pakistani

cooperating with the Special Mission to enable it to succeedcommunication network include Kandahar and Helmand
in accomplishing its mandate. It is on the basis of this in the south, Ghazni in the south-west and Herat in the
commitment, as well as the realization of a historic west. The towns of all these provinces are controlled by
responsibility on our part to defend our national the Taliban. These facilities were provided to the Taliban
sovereignty, unity and territorial integrity, that we have to without any kind of notification of or consultation
point out some shortcomings in the endeavours of thebetween the authorities of Afghanistan or Pakistan.
Special Mission. There have been failures to identify Colonel Amir Imam of Pakistan, acting as de facto
explicitly foreign interference as the root cause of the Governor of Herat replied to reporters that the facilities
conflict and to recommend effective measures to terminatehad been established on the request of the “local
it; to identify and observe a logical sequence in the stagesauthorities”. | am wondering if such a denial of the
of the peace process on a pragmatic and realistic basis; andgovereignty of a nation falls within any accepted norms
finally, to identify adequately and promptly the true nature governing the conduct of relations between sovereign
of the mercenaries, called the Taliban, at the time of their States.
emergence and subsequently to reveal their well-known
foreign links. On 5 November 1995, Mr. Asef Ali, Pakistani
Foreign Minister, accompanied by Ambassador Qazi
Allow me to elaborate on these items one by one:  Homayun, paid a “sudden” visit to Mazar-i-Sharif in the
northern province of Balkh of Afghanistan to hold
First, we firmly believe that one of the main causes of negotiations with Abdul-Rashid Doestam, a leader of the
the tension and crisis has been and continues to be foreigmpposition. The visit took place without the
interference in our country. We are at this time presentingcommunication of any prior information to the Afghan
additional evidence to the Assembly to justify our claim. In Government — a violation of all recognized international
our view, the primary task of the international community norms. The visit was based on the malicious assumption
with respect to our war-ravaged country is to put pressureof the Pakistani Government that Afghanistan is already
on foreign circles to end their interference in Afghanistan a fragmented country, an act clearly aimed at the
and to take the necessary measures to speed up the peadsmemberment of Afghanistan. Moreover, this visit was
process by terminating such interference. Only then can itaimed at subverting and impairing very sensitive inter-
be confidently anticipated that the peace-making patternAfghan dialogue to achieve national reconciliation on the
will be implemented smoothly and step by step. basis of a General Assembly resolution dated 20
December 1994. Politically, the visit had a provocative
In our previous statement before the General character. Its main purpose was to sabotage the efforts of
Assembly, on 4 October 1995 (A/50/PV.19), we presentedthe United Nations in Afghanistan at a time when
major evidence concerning the intervention of Pakistani Ambassador Mestiri was conducting very important
circles in the internal affairs of Afghanistan. All the events negotiations with all Afghan parties involved in the peace
since then substantiate our rightful claims against theprocess.
manoeuvres of the short-sighted Pakistani circles, which, in
the pursuit of their expansionist ambitions, are betting on On 9 December 1995, the Pakistani Government
the precious moral capital of the Pakistani nation — the decided to move its Embassy to Jalalabad, the
Afghan nation’s friendship, fraternity and trugs-a-visthe administrative centre of the eastern province of

people of Pakistan. Nangarhar. Once again the decision was taken unilaterally
and without consultation with the Afghan Government.
Here are a few examples. The Pakistani Government also decided to send
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Ambassador Qazi Humayun and staff members of therevolver and had on him forged documents and secret-
Embassy to Jalalabad. It is ironic that Qazi Humayun hadcode working lists, and so on. The third is Hemayattullah,
been accredited as Ambassador to the Government obon of Ghulam Hazrat, a Pakistan police officer, who was
Afghanistan in the capital city, Kabul. He had been in fact serving the ISI. He was captured in Kabul on 28
received by President Rabbani, to whom he had presentedugust 1995 and found to be in possession of forged
his credentials. documents and spying instruments. The fourth is Dawood
Jan, son of Ghulam Sarwar Khan. He is an Intelligence
As is well known, the 1961 Vienna Convention on officer registered with the naval forces of Pakistan who
Diplomatic Relations codified international diplomatic was captured in Kabul seven days after the Taliban attack
relations. Afghanistan and Pakistan are both parties to thison Chahar Asyab, south of Kabul, on 17 October 1995
Convention. In accordance with article 3 of the Convention, while gathering sensitive information. The fifth is
diplomatic agents represent the State by which they are senRahmatullah, from the Kuhat district of the north-west
in the State to which they are accredited. The diplomatic frontier province of Pakistan, who was captured in
agents are required to promote friendly relations betweenMaidan Shahr in November 1995 with other mercenaries
the sending State and the receiving State. engaged in fighting against the forces of the Islamic State
of Afghanistan. All these spies are awaiting trial.
Unfortunately, despite those clear and explicit
provisions of the Vienna Convention, and contrary to The Taliban, which exemplifies Pakistani meddling
provisions of the international law in this regard, Pakistan’s in Afghanistan, is nothing but a creation of the Pakistani
unilateral action in sending their accredited Ambassador tolSl, for purposes other than the return of peace to
a provincial town, while other countries’ Embassies are Afghanistan. In this context, we merely point to the
functioning in the capital city of Kabul, is astonishing. statements of a number of prominent Pakistani politicians,
senators, members of parliament, analysts and
These two deliberate moves by Pakistan are also to beeommentators, as well as the Pakistani press.
considered as a flagrant interference in the internal affairs
of Afghanistan, as unfriendly and provocative moves that, I turn now to violations of Afghanistan’s airspace by
once again, prove to the international community the designPakistani planes. On 30 November 1995, a C-130
of Pakistani circles to create a fragmented and dividedairplane, departing from Karachi, violated the airspace of
Afghanistan where tensions and war would continue andAfghanistan and landed at Kandahar airport, bringing
prevent any successful intra-Afghan dialogue. The Islamicweapons and ammunition to the Taliban.
State of Afghanistan strongly condemns these despicable
acts of the Pakistani Government. On 3 December 1995, two small UAF airplanes,
departing from Pakistan’s Faisalabad airport, violated the
The security forces of the Islamic State of Afghanistan airspace of Afghanistan and landed at Kandahar airport,
captured red-handed Pakistani military spies commissionedagain bringing weapons and ammunition to the Taliban.
by the Inter-service Intelligence (ISI) of Pakistan to engage
in espionage and perpetrate subversive acts inside On 16 November 1995, a C-130 aircraft containing
Afghanistan. These spies confessed to their seditious actionmilitary weapons and ammunition violated the airspace of
against the Islamic State of Afghanistan. The names andAfghanistan and landed at Kandahar airport. The exact
place of arrest of these spies are as follows. point of departure is yet to be identified.

The first is Ishfaq Sadeq, son of Mohammad Sadeq, On 26 November 1995 a Gold Stream-type jet
ISI officer from Punjab, who was collecting military and aircraft with a delegation aboard violated the airspace of
political information from various provinces of Afghanistan. Afghanistan and landed at Kandahar Airport. The exact
He had established contacts with the Afghan oppositionpoint of departure has yet to be identified.
and, while gathering information, he was captured in the
Panjsher valley on 8 September 1995. He had on him On 3 December 1995 a C-130, as well as two small
forged documents and instruments of communication. TheAC aircraft transporting arms and arms-production-related
second is Shakil Ahmad, son of Bir Jan from Peshawar,equipment, violated the airspace of Afghanistan and
Pakistan, an employee of the Pakistan military intelligence,landed once again at Kandahar Airport. The exact point
the ISI. He was captured on 8 September 1995 with Ishfagof departure is unidentified.
Ahmad while gathering information. He was carrying a
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On 5 December 1995 two military transport aircraft, pattern of peace-making operations that has been
a UAF-132 and an AC ALFA, violated the airspace of developed step by step.
Afghanistan and landed at Kandahar Airport. The exact
point of departure is yet to be identified. The first step in this pattern is to distinguish the
status of the parties to an internal conflict — namely, the
Moreover, there is another important piece of evidence Government and the insurgent forces. This makes it
that should be noted: Recently, the Afghan authorities possible to ascertain their views on a negotiated political
traced and discovered evidence of one of the many dealssettlement. Throughout this whole process the United
one worth $27 million, between a Pakistani arms dealer andNations is to maintain strict impartiality. It is not
a defence contractor in a Western European country. Theadvisable to endorse one side or another in a peace
documents obtained, which contained detailed informationprocess. The United Nations should also avoid
about the Pakistani side, emphasize a deadline of 10.3(rematurely anointing any one side, because such an
a.m., 13 November, for the budgeting proposal, a clearendorsement or any preferential treatment would
illustration of the fact that there is Government undermine trust in the United Nations as a peace broker.
involvement. The deal is to obtain anti-tank weapons, asGenerally, continuous contacts and painstaking
well as night-vision equipment and some military spare negotiations with the main actors lead to a formal
parts — AM/UAS-12A — obviously for the Taliban. agreement among the parties, which usually includes two
chapters, one political and one military.
In a series of diplomatic actions, the Pakistani
leadership has been vainly trying to dissemble and play The political chapter includes agreements about the
innocent with regard to the events in Afghanistan in an structure of power, the transfer of power, electoral law,
attempt to diminish world reaction, especially within the the holding of elections and, whenever needed, the
region, to its irrefutable involvement in the Afghan conflict. adoption of a constitution. The military chapter of such an
Among these actions are the visits of Mrs. Benazir Bhutto agreement generally deals with the demobilization of
and other Pakistani leaders to some countries of the regionirregular forces and the building of a national security
However, those countries’ refusal to accept the Pakistaniforce.
leaders’ explanations that they are not behind the Taliban
foiled the main purpose of those attempts. We wish to We understand that the United Nations, as an honest
express our admiration for those countries’ wisdom andbroker in all peace-making operations, must develop a
sense of realism. By taking such a clear stand they havepractical and pragmatic approach to secure an overall
surely contributed to the cause of peace and stability in theagreement and to supervise its implementation. In all
region, in addition to extending valuable moral support to cases, the most important and urgent matter is to put into
the Afghan nation in this critical phase of its struggle effect an immediate and durable cease-fire.
against foreign intervention. In order to secure responsive
international action to terminate the acts of aggression and However, in Afghanistan it seems that the United
interference, on 14 September 1995 the Government ofNations Special Mission, in spite of the rich experience of
Afghanistan requested the Secretary-General past United Nations peace-making activities, in the
absence of a political agreement and due consideration of
“to dispatch promptly a fact-finding mission to the imperative elements and factors of a peaceful political
western Afghanistan ... to track down the presence ofprocess, emphasizes only one element: the transfer of
foreign forces and to prove that the acts of aggressionpower. This approach might give one the impression that
occurred”.(S/1995/795, annex, p. 1) the Mission has lost sight of other major elements and
stages as basic components of the peace process and
The sending of the United Nations fact-finding mission prerequisites for a durable, just and credible political
would be highly useful and is necessary even now. settlement.

Before making specific comments about the efforts of As far as the Islamic State of Afghanistan is
the United Nations Special Mission during 1995, | should concerned, President Rabbani responded to the continuous
like to make some preliminary observations. When we insistence by the Special Mission that the President make
glance at United Nations peace-making activities in otherhis position known with regard to the transfer of power.
areas of the world, such as Cambodia, Angola, El SalvadoWhen he received Ambassador Mestiri on 3 November
and so on, we realize that there is to some degree a unified 995, President Rabbani promised to announce his
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decision at a gathering to be attended by the members of  With the end of the cold war, the United Nations has
the Supreme State Council, the Cabinet, prominent religiousbeen engaged in various peacemaking, peace-keeping and
scholars, leaders of parties and tribes, intellectuals,even peace-enforcement operations. The valuable
members of independent associations and othersexperience acquired in these operations will be useful in
Accordingly, such a gathering was convened at Kabul on 6any similar cases in the future. We are of the view that in
November 1995 and was also attended by Mr. Abunafisa,the case of special missions guidelines would be
political adviser of the Special Mission. The President necessary, in addition to the United Nations Charter, to
announced that he would transfer State power as soon as serve as a code of conduct in this regard. These codified
mechanism to receive power was established, as a produajuidelines would further facilitate the implementation of
of an inter-Afghan dialogue, with the assistance of the the mandate given by the United Nations to the special
United Nations Special Mission. missions. These guidelines need to be practical enough to
accommodate global implementation, but also sufficiently
Furthermore, the President called upon the United flexible to take into account the specific characteristics of
Nations to expedite its efforts to achieve the early the nations involved in each case.
establishment of such a mechanism, in accordance with
resolution A/49/140 of 20 December 1994. | wish to highlight some facts about the Taliban.

To facilitate the process, the Islamic State of Simple logic and analysis with regard to the nature
Afghanistan expressed its initial agreement to a list, of the Taliban and their present capabilities leave no
prepared by the United Nations, of 28 prominent Afghan doubt as to their links to the outside. Given its proximity
personalities to form the mechanism for the transfer of and interrelationships, and the existence of an open
State power. To create an atmosphere conducive to thdorder, that outside place can be none other than Pakistan.
consolidation of the political process, Afghanistan initiated
new direct talks with the majority of the opposition groups. In my statement before the General Assembly on 4
These talks are producing positive results. October 1995 (A/50/PV.19), | submitted evidence and

figures resulting from objective analysis and referred to

Here | should like to make it clear that as far as the statements by high-ranking Pakistani officials, members
Islamic State of Afghanistan is concerned, as a matter ofof Parliament, senators and statesmen that attempted to
principle, no major obstacle to the transfer of power seemsrefute Pakistan’s direct financial and military involvement
to exist. However, the logical questions are whether merelywith, training of and even physical assistance to the
obtaining the consent of the President on the transfer ofTaliban.
power can be a panacea to ensure all the conditions needed
for the return of peace and stability, as well as national If one assumes that the military, logistical and other
reconciliation, and whether the transfer of power is in itself daily expenses of a single Talib amount to $100, and if
capable of resolving and providing answers to such critical one multiplies that figure by 40,000 men — which they
issues as conditions for a cease-fire, the scope ofnow claim to have — the expenses run to $120 million
responsibilities during the period of transition and the every month. This legitimate and obvious question then
duration of the transitional period. Does it secure the arises: Who is providing this budget to the Taliban, as
assurance of an immediate and effective halt to foreignwell as thousands of gallons of fuel and other logistical
interventions? Does it solve the problem of provisional and support every single day? It would be an insult to the
local administrations? Can it prevent outside sabotage of thantelligence of the world community to endorse the claim
interim authority? Can it resolve the issues of the security that Pakistan is not involved with the Taliban, or the
force, the collection of arms, the formation of a national ridiculous assertion that the Taliban are being financially
army, regional and international guarantees and so on? assisted fronmadrassasand merchants and sources inside

Afghanistan. In fact, the country is a least-developed and

Transfer of power should lead to the end of a conflict. landlocked country and 17 years of war have left the
If a conflict continues after the transfer of power, then private sector with no capacity to support vast military
what? A prior overall agreement among the sides to theoperations like those launched by the Taliban.
conflict on a comprehensive peace plan would guarantee

that the end of a war and the transfer of power However, let me quote the Pakistani media in
complemented one another. submitting some evidence that provides logical answers to
this puzzle.
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On 20 October 1999)awn, a well-known Pakistani military intelligence. The schools from which these
newspaper, featured an editorial written by a distinguished students have emerged are institutes of religious
Pakistani political analyst and writer, Mr. Bagir Naqvi, training calledmadrassahundreds of which dot the
under the heading “Kabul: Time for restraint”. Analysing Pakistani landscape. The Taliban themselves, forged

the root causes of the conflict and the strained relations as zealots and fighters in theadrassa have been
between Afghanistan and Pakistan, the editorial says the organized by General Naseerullah Babar, Pakistan’s

following: Home Affairs Minister. My man in Lahore tells me
that the Taliban have been armed and infiltrated into

“Political-wallahs” — which in  Urdu means Afghanistan by the Pakistani Inter-Service
politicians — “in Islamabad would do well to pause Intelligence, which explains why they have tanks

and ponder. It is no use striking a pose of innocence and artillery as well as guns.”

or pretending that we are not concerned, that it is the

Taliban and their opponents who are having it out. No The SydneyMorning Herald of Australia, in its 25
one in the world buys that. That would be stretching September 1995 edition, published an article under the
plausible deniability too far. The Taliban’s umbilical heading “Pakistan meddling upsets balance in South-West
cord to Pakistan has been visible to all. There is no Asia” by Professor A. Saikal, Director of the Centre for
point pretending otherwise. World reaction will surely Middle-Eastern and Central Asian Studies at the
come down against Pakistan and not the specific entityAustralian National University. Under the main theme that
called Taliban. We might as well face facts as they Pakistan’s short-sighted manoeuvring in Afghanistan
are.” threatens to create a serious conflict in the area, he writes:

In its November 1995 issuesoldier of Fortune a “Pakistan’s Interior Minster took steps late last year
United States magazine interested in the activities of to deploy the Taliban force. It is reportedly made up
mercenaries around the world, identified some troubled of a number of Afghans, trained in refugee camps
spots around the world which, in spot No. 12, include by a Pakistani Islamic organization, and of many of
Afghanistan. This article says: their ethno-linguistic kindred from the Pakistani side

of the border.”

“The Taliban Students’ Militia, which came out of

nowhere to become a major force over the last year, Jane’s Intelligence Reviewon 7 November 1995,

is in fact a creation of Pakistani intelligence, which ran a comprehensive article entitled “Afghanistan’s

provided funding, weapons and a cadre of trained Taliban” by Anthony Davis. In a section on page 318,

military exiled Afghan officers from the Khalg under the heading “Pakistan’s influence”, Mr. Davis

faction.” writes:
For the Assembly’s further information, | add that Khalg “Denial from Islamabad notwithstanding, Pakistani
was one of the two branches of the outlawed Communist backing is known to have reached the Taliban from
Party, which collapsed in 1992. the official sources. In the late summer of 1994,
Pakistani Interior Minister Naseerullah Babar is
On 20 March 1995, the Pakistani newspagédre understood to have begun providing some covert
Nation, in an article under the heading “What is Happening backing. A retired general arld Afghan hand' who,
in Afghanistan?”, wrote: in the mid-70s, had a decisive influence on Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto'’s policy towards Kabul, Babar is today a
“The most interesting thing about the Taliban is that leading adviser to [Bhutto’s] daughter, Benazir
nobody knows where they came from." This was Bhutto. Funds and some arms began flowing to the
Aabha Dixit, an expert on Afghanistan, speaking on students.”
the front page oThe Washington Posin 20 February
1995." The article continues:
The article continues: “Not surprisingly, current support to the Taliban has
been seen in Kabul in stark terms. Having found
“The Taliban — the name means student' in Arabic, Hekmatyar and the SCC”— the Supreme
Persian and Urdu — are the creation of Pakistani Coordination Council of the opposition to the
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Government — “inadequate to the task of toppling the
Government, the Pakistani military has thrown its
weight behind a new and far more popular Pushtun
contender for power. Senior Government sources
claim that, as part of this campaign, the ISI has
mobilized former Afghan officers of the Khalg wing
of the defunct Communist party to serve with Taliban
forces in key logistical and technical roles.”

The Muslim a Pakistani newspaper, of 12 November

1995, writes,

“The Pakhtoon Khawah Milli Awami Party

PMAP, criticizing the Government with reference to
its Afghan policy, said that the Government was
giving the impression that there was a war between
the Tajiks and Pushtuns in Afghanistan and that in
fact the war was being fought on the question of
whether Kabul can run an independent Afghan
Government. ... Mr. Achakzai continued, saying,
‘Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto should have talked
to Rabbani in Kabul to remove misunderstandings
between Kabul and Islamabad, as the Government in

Kabul represented Afghanistan™.

Frontier Post another Pakistani newspaper, in its 3

(PMAP) of Pakistan’s North-West Frontier Province December 1995 issue, once again quotes the leader of the
has alleged that the intelligence agencies of PakistanPakistani PMAP saying that

were constantly interfering in the internal affairs of
Afghanistan. ... A meeting of the PMAP, [was] held
with its President, Mukhtar Khan Yousofzai, who took
a strong position holding Pakistan responsible for the
destruction of Afghanistan and affirming that Pakistan
was involved in the internal affairs of Afghanistan”.

The Pakistani newspapRation, on 3 December 1995,

“ISI was behind the fighting in Kabul, as this
agency wants Punjab’s domination in Afghanistan
and ISI was creating confusion, claiming that the
ongoing fighting around Kabul was between Tajiks
and Pushtuns”.

The International Herald Tribuneof 23 November

published an article entitled “Punjab Wants Lahore Rule in 1995 contained an article written by John Thor-Dahlberg,
Afghanistan”, which read in part: entitted “Behind Afghan Militia’s Blitzkrieg, Some
Outside Help”; this was also published in thes Angeles

“Quetta — Mahmood Khan Achakzai, Member Timesof 21 November 1995. The article said,

of the Pakistan National Assembly and the Chairman
of the Pakhtoon Khawah Milli Awami Party (PMAP),
while accusing the Punjab and Inter-Service
Intelligence (ISI) for the destruction of Afghanistan,
claimed, ‘ Both want to impose the rule of Lahore
over Kabul through Taliban'. ... Achakzai regretted the
present in-fighting in war-torn Afghanistan and said
that the Afghan nation was currently passing through
a critical stage and that all Pushtuns were under an
obligation to resist the foreign interference in
Afghanistan. Otherwise, history will never forgive
them ...

“Mahmood Achakzai said that the in-fighting in
Afghanistan is not a war between infidels and
Muslims, but it is a conspiracy by Punjabis and the
ISI to conquer Afghanistan and impose the rule of
Lahore. He urged the Taliban not to play the game of
ISI, and learn the lessons of the past”.

| quote again from the Pakistani newspaphe News

dated 7 December 1995:

“Mahmood Khan Achakzai, Member of the
National Assembly of Pakistan and Chairman of

“But from Pakistan have come gasoline for the
Taliban’s tanks, aircraft and armed vehicles, truck
convoys filled with munitions and other supplies and
telecommunications equipment, experts and advice.
"This is the work of the Lawrence of Arabia of the
ISI, said the opposition Senator Abdul Rahim Khan
Mundokhel of Baluchistan.” He was referring to the
Inter-Service Intelligence, Pakistan’s mysterious and
powerful military intelligence agency. He accused
his country’'s Government of trying to play the
puppet master in Afghanistan. Numerous
interviews indicate that officers from the ISI
regularly escort supply convoys to the Afghan
border from Quetta, the capital of Baluchistan,
which is also an important Pakistan Army garrison
town and home of one of the largest munitions
dumps in the country. Some Afghan Talib Muslim
religious students say they have been trained by
Pakistan in Afghanistan”.

The Los Angeles Timesf 21 November 1995, in an

article by John Thor-Dahlberg, adds:



General Assembly
Fiftieth session

95th plenary meeting
19 December 1995

“Hundreds, perhaps thousands, of Pakistani boys
and men have been streaming over the frontier to fight
along with the Taliban. ... Frequently, the Pakistani

recruits have been enlisted at madrassas, or religious

schools, operated by the fundamentalist Pakistani
Islamic Party Jamaat-ul-Ulema-e-Islame, or JUl,
whose legislators support Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto’s coalition Government. During recent weeks,

a single JUI madrassa in Quetta has seen 22 of its

students becomshahid or martyrs, in battles around
the western city of Herat and Maydan Shahr, south-
west of Kabul”.

Interestingly, the article quotes Muhammad ljaz ul-

Hagq, son of the late President Zia ul-Haqg of Pakistan, who
is a Pakistan Muslim League member of the National
Assembly as having said that

“We tease our Interior Minister, retired Major-
General Nasirullah Khan Babar, Pakistani Minister of
the |Interior, by saying that he has become
Commander-in-Chief of Taliban”.

The article in theLos Angeles Timesontained

important points that reveal the true supporters of the so-
called Taliban. | quote from that article:

The

Pakistan is shipping large quantities of secret goods
into Afghanistan daily. ... Every day more than 18
to 20 trucks head into Afghanistan', said Gul
Achakzai, who has been in charge of the checkpoint
since July.* A major from the ISI accompanies
them. They are usually in a blue or red pickup and
show their identification. They say: “we have so
many trucks for Afghanistan; you have to let us
through”. Sometimes the trucks are covered with
traps. We do not know what is in them: men,
munitions, petrol, whatever. And the ISI does not let
us disclose', Achakzai said. The employees said the
vehicles were carrying 100 telephones, two 50-unit
switchboards and a VHF telephone relay station and
an antenna to provide a wireless link with the
Pakistani telephone centre at Chaman. Also in the
convoy were 50 Telegraph and Telephone engineers
and linesmen. The convoy’s destination, Kandahar,
was confidential, they said. When we went, | did
not tell my family where | was going. We were told

it was supposed to be a secret job', one Telegraph
and Telephone employee said. In Kandahar, the
Pakistanis’ presence was also carefully concealed.”

As brought to the attention of the Council in our

letter of 7 December 1995, published as Security Council
document S/1995/1014, the Taliban seems recently to

“Prime Minister Bhutto, who espouses a pro- have been enabled to enjoy air-power capabilities. Let me
United States foreign policy and neutrality towards guote some pertinent testimony to this effect.

Afghanistan, has said that Pakistan has no favourites

in Afghanistan. ... Residents of Quetta scoff at such

Internationally known Pakistani journalist and

official Pakistani declarations. Recent interviews observer of the Afghan conflict Ahmad Rasheed was

indicate that the city,

located 120 miles from interviewed by the BBC World Service on Sunday, 26

Kandahar, Afghanistan, has become a major stagingNovember 1995. | wish for the sake of the record to
area for support to the Taliban. ... Recently, Alam quote part of the transcript of the interview:

Gul, a labourer in his mid 30s, who was surprised to
see civilian trucks entering and leaving the walled-in
complex before dawn with military escorts, said, |
talked to the drivers, and they told me they are going
to take ammunition to Afghanistan'. He added, To
Taliban'. ... Outside central Quetta at the bulk storage
depot of the Pakistan State oil company, workers said
that ISI officers now regularly requisition fuel for
Afghanistan ... truck convoys, and also fill truck tanks
with gasoline to take to Afghanistan”.

same article says:

“Twenty miles from the frontier, at the Chamnan
octroi, or toll station for commercial goods being
transported by truck, workers can count the number of
vehicles heading out of the country. They report that

“BBC: Where did the Taliban get their planes from?

“Ahmad Rasheed: The Taliban captured over 40
aircraft from Herat, the city that was captured

several months ago. They had some planes in
Kandahar that needed spare parts and munitions.
They have been getting some help putting these
planes into the air, first from General Abdul Rashid

Doestam and also from Pakistan, as far as technical
help is concerned.

“BBC: How much and what sort of technical help?
“Ahmad Rasheed: Well, for example, in recent

weeks it has been widely published that Pakistan has
helped set up a telephone network for Taliban in
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Kandahar and in Herat, and also | think spare parts for Thirdly, the possession of a military base and an

MIGs are also being given. At the same time, the operational field inside Afghanistan would further provide

Taliban are spending a lot of money hiring pilots from them the chance of expansion in the whole region and
the former Afghan regime who have been in exile in even beyond.

Pakistan. These are Communist pilots who are hiding

out in Quetta or Pashawar and have been hired at Fourthly, as a complement to the trends and as part
$4,000 to $5,000 a month to fly these planes out of of a certain agenda for terrorism, a terrorist group needs
Kandahar. These were the pilots, | think, responsibleto accumulate money and weapons, with which the
for today's bombing of Kabul city. Taliban seem to have already been well supplied.

“BBC: Has Pakistan thrown in its lot with the Taliban Fifthly, such groups become predominantly parties

as opposed to Rabbani or anybody else? Or are thereo the traffic of illicit drugs as a source of revenue. In the

various competing Pakistani agencies? case of the Taliban, it is worth noting that they are in
military control of parts of the country, such as the

“Ahmad Rasheed: There was a time when PakistanHelmand province, where poppies are cultivated.

was really not involved. However, | think now

Pakistan is much more directly involved. Pakistan is Setting forth these facts, however, does not
now seeing that its only ally in the field is the necessarily imply an intention on the part of the Islamic
Taliban”. State of Afghanistan to advocate an antagonistic attitude

towards Pakistan. The principled foreign policy of the
As a result of such Pakistani assistance, which Islamic State of Afghanistan firmly advocates sincere
empowered the Taliban with air capability, in recent months friendship and a cooperative relationship with all Member
they have conducted aerial strikes on the Kabul civilian States, in particular with neighbouring countries.
population. These strikes, in March 1995 and since 11
October 1995, and as recently as 17 December 1995, have = We remain indebted to the fraternal Pakistani nation,
caused great losses of life and injuries, while destroyingwhich stood by us in our days of trial — a chapter of
much public and civilian property. These actions by Taliban history in which the Afghan nation fought to defend not
prove that these mercenaries have no respect foronly itself but countries far beyond it, countries situated
international humanitarian law. on the path of the Soviets’ southward thrust, including
Pakistan, the region to be shielded from that potential
| should like to elucidate, for the sake of the record, threat. As we have announced on humerous occasions, we
the grave concerns of the Government and of the people ofvould like to re-establish close and brotherly ties with
Afghanistan with regard to the Taliban and the threat they Pakistan. Quite obviously, these ties must be based upon
pose for the future. mutual respect of sovereignty, territorial integrity and
non-interference in each other’s internal affairs.
We wonder if the sponsors of the Taliban have ever

envisaged the danger of the group’s turning, totally or Afghanistan, together with Pakistan, can play a
partially, towards terrorist organizations in the region, for significant role in strengthening and broadening the
the following reasons. cooperation between all the countries of the region in the

economic and cultural fields. We believe that effective
First, in the light of the tendency of the Taliban to aim regional cooperation, coordinated by the Economic
for the possession of power and their reluctance even toCooperation Organization (ECO), cannot be achieved
share power with other parties, should they fail to achievewithout peace and a cooperative relationship between the
what they have been promised they would naturally resorttwo countries.
to terrorism as a means of revenge.
In past years, the United Nations has actively
Secondly, the Taliban are currently in close contact participated in rehabilitation and reconstruction activities
with some of the fundamentalist groups, such as Sepah-ein Afghanistan. While we are deeply appreciative of the
Sahaba in Pakistan, which are engaged in armed hostilitiegfforts undertaken to revitalize basic and infrastructural
against other sects. projects in the rural and urban areas, we are expecting
additional endeavours and resources, in coordination with
the Ministry of Planning of Afghanistan and other
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concerned Ministries, for the longer-term prospects for the the restoration of peace and stability in Afghanistan. Our
country’s development. commitment to this cause is reflected in the fact that India
is among the few countries which maintain a diplomatic
Further and special attention is needed to strengtherpresence in Kabul notwithstanding the difficult living
cooperation in mine clearance. This coordination of conditions in that city.
rehabilitation activities would further promote the necessary
contacts of the local authorities with the relevant Ministries The human tragedy in terms of the toll taken of
and enhance the national dimensions of projects, ininnocent lives, including those of women, children and
accordance with the national strategies elaborated for thelisplaced persons, and the pervasive deterioration in the
overall economic development of the country. quality of life in Afghanistan has assumed alarming
proportions. Peace and stability are a prerequisite for
In conclusion, with regard to draft resolution national reconstruction. However, despite the indefatigable
A/50/L.60, introduced by Germany on behalf of the co- efforts of Ambassador Mahmoud Mestiri, the attempts
sponsors, we express satisfaction at the final shape the drafhade to restore peace in Afghanistan have regrettably not
has taken. We are happy to find ourselves in a position toyielded the desired results. India supports the endeavours
join the consensus, although there are still concepts andf the Head of the United Nations Special Mission to
notions in the text that do not seem to bear any directbring about a political settlement in Afghanistan. We
relation to the actual purpose behind the item understand ready to assist the United Nations in this endeavour.
consideration. We once again thank all those who positively
contributed to the achievement of the draft resolution. Itis our firm belief that a lasting settlement can only
be reached in Afghanistan if it is acceptable to all parties,
The draft only lists some basic principles and re- is a reflection of the popular will of the country and is
emphasizes the mandate of the Special Mission. The degreeeither imposed by military means nor dictated from
of future success in carrying out the mandate, however,outside. A feeling of injustice on the part of any party is
remains dependent upon the sincerity of all of us — the likely to result in the continuance of the present situation
parties to the conflict and the United Nations as of violence and conflict. The acceptance of the cease-fire
mediator — in playing the roles foreseen for us and in which is being stipulated by the Afghan Government is
contributing to the peace process, as expected. necessary to embark on the path to peace and for the
success of the United Nations initiative to transfer
Countries that are in a position to have the kind of authority to an acceptable mechanism. The diplomatic and
political leverage that, if utilized, could help terminate political process cannot meet with success unless suitable
foreign interference could play a larger and salutary role. conditions are created through a cease-fire for the transfer
The road to peace in Afghanistan is clear, if these countriesof such authority. Only a cease-fire will give confidence
give sufficient weight to a United Nations role in which the to all the parties that political initiatives can succeed.
Special Mission can use its capabilities and, acting with
active impartiality, remove the hindrances. It is in the There can be no peace in Afghanistan without total
interest of the people of Afghanistan, who have enduredcessation of foreign interference. As the Secretary-General
more than enough pain and suffering, destruction andhas stated in his report contained in document
bereavement, as well as in the interest of regional peaced/50/737/Add.1, foreign intervention has persistently
and stability, to expect the United Nations to enhance acomplicated efforts to restore peaceful conditions. The
peace process in which the main actors — the Afghanhistory of Afghanistan is replete with examples of the
people — will decide for themselves what is the essence ofstrong opposition of the Afghan people to outside
democracy, without which only the rule of diktat will interference in the internal affairs of their country.
prevail. External interference in Afghanistan has now reached
dangerous proportions. Fundamentalist forces are being
Mr. Shah (India). India has traditional and historic trained, financed and armed by outsiders who have
ties of friendship with Afghanistan. Geographic proximity abandoned all sense of restraint. The Government of
and cultural linkages have enhanced the bonds of friendshipAfghanistan has repeatedly pointed out specific instances
between us over centuries of interaction. The unsettledof foreign intervention and supply of arms to various
political conditions in Afghanistan have a direct and factions in its letters to the Secretary-General. We
adverse fall-out on peace and security in the region andtherefore endorse the Secretary-General’'s recommendation
affect my country. We therefore have an abiding interest inin paragraph 70 of his report contained in document
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A/50/737 and urge the international community to Secretary-General's observation that the international
forcefully reassert that external interference in the internal community should be prepared to assist in every possible
affairs of Afghanistan should end forthwith. way towards the restoration of peace and stability in
Afghanistan and its reconstruction. India stands ready to
The annual effort by the General Assembly to focus cooperate with the United Nations, the Afghan
on the tragedy of Afghanistan is seen by many as a simpleGovernment and the Afghan people in this vital effort.
exercise to cleanse its conscience. Much more needs to be
done. The United Nations must gear itself up with Mr. Awaad (Egypt) (nterpretation from Arabi}:
determination to assist in restoring peace, stability andThe delegation of Egypt wishes, at the outset, to express
reconstruction in Afghanistan. In this perspective, the its appreciation to the Secretary-General for his report
request contained in draft resolution B in document contained in document A/50/737 on emergency
A/50/L.60 that the Secretary-General report to the Generalinternational assistance for peace, normalcy and
Assembly every three months on the progress of the Unitedreconstruction of Afghanistan. We would also like to
Nations Special Mission is noteworthy as it would, at least commend all the efforts made by the United Nations in
periodically, focus the attention of the international order to provide humanitarian assistance to Afghanistan
community on the happenings in Afghanistan and hopefully and, by the same token, to express our appreciation for
act as a catalyst to arouse our collective conscience. the United Nations Special Mission led by Mr. Mahmoud
Mestiri for its work towards a peaceful and just solution
At the same time, the urgent requirement of to the issue of Afghanistan that would put an end to the
humanitarian assistance to the war-ravaged people obloodshed which has pitted brothers and friends in
Afghanistan needs to be underscored and addressed. Th&fghanistan against each other, safeguard the sovereignty
situation in Kabul is, in particular, a matter of grave and integrity of Afghanistan and open up the way for
concern. Kabul remains a city without electricity and development efforts and reconstruction.
potable water. The situation of malnutrition in some of the
more remote areas is described as reaching alarming  The delegation of Egypt also takes this opportunity
proportions. Yet, in 1994-1995, the contributions by the to express its full appreciation for the unremitting efforts
international community for emergency humanitarian of the Organization of the Islamic Conference in helping
assistance fell short of the target of US $106.4 million by the United Nations Special Mission to Afghanistan to
US $27.1 million. We believe that the long-suffering promote a peaceful settlement in Afghanistan. Special
civilian population of Afghanistan deserves immediate and thanks go to the Islamic Conference’s Secretary-General,
adequate international assistance. We hope that thér. Hamed al-Ghabid.
enhanced appeal for US $124 million for 1995-1996 will
evoke a favourable response from the international donor The report we are now considering under agenda
community. item 20 (d) refers to the possibility of continuing the
United Nations efforts aimed at facilitating national
India’s concern for the welfare and prosperity of the rapprochement in Afghanistan by promoting the
Afghan people is only natural. Despite our resource establishment of a fully representative and broad-based
constraints we have contributed to the reconstruction ofauthoritative council that would embrace representatives
Afghanistan. Through various programmes of the United of all Afghani parties, whatever their previous external
Nations in 1994-1995, India supplied relief items worth and internal affiliations might have been. The council
nearly 4 million rupees. During the current year we have would have the authority to negotiate and oversee an
provided medicines, tea, tents and other items worth overimmediate cease-fire; to create and control a non-partisan
10 million rupees as part of our bilateral assistance tonational security force that would provide for security
Afghanistan. We will continue such humanitarian throughout the country and oversee the collection of all
assistance. This is our tradition. It is symbolic of our heavy weapons in the country; and to form a transitional
concern and sympathy for the people of Afghanistan. Government that would continue to administer the affairs
of the country until conditions for free and fair elections
Afghanistan is a founding member of the United that would return a democratic government were
Nations. To support its sovereignty and integrity is the duty established throughout the country.
of the international community and requires both firm
political will and willingness to devote the means to The delegation of Egypt cannot but forcefully
achieve the desired ends. We, therefore, welcome thesupport the continuation of efforts towards the
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establishment of such a broad-based mechanism whickeconomic aspects of peaceful settlement in Afghanistan,

would put paid to a war that has lasted for far too long and appeals to the donor countries to go beyond the

has devastated the country and exhausted the strength arfctamework of humanitarian assistance by funding

resources of its people. Here, the delegation of Egyptreconstruction programmes that would make it possible to

wishes to reiterate its support for the Special Mission to rebuild the infrastructures of Afghanistan, which have

Afghanistan and support for the Secretary-General’'sbeen devastated by war.

decision to strengthen the Mission by stationing four

additional Political Affairs Officers in four major cities in We sincerely hope that, in the months to come, the

Afghanistan in order to ensure continuity of information Afghani people will be able to heal its wounds and that

exchange and consultation between the Special Mission anthe Afghani leaders will have the vision and patience to

the political leaders based in those cities. engage in a wide-ranging political dialogue aimed at the
achievement of the national reconciliation that would

In his report, the Secretary-General points out that: make it possible to initiate the country’s march towards
recovery, reconstruction and development.
“Continued instability in Afghanistan would have

grave consequences not only for the Afghans Egypt, as one of the sponsors of the two draft
themselves but also for the whole regio(&/50/737, resolutions under this agenda item, hopes that they will be
para. 68) adopted by consensus, without a vote. We should like

also to express thanks and appreciation to the delegation
We would add to this that the negative effects of instability of Germany for its positive and significant role in
in Afghanistan spill over far beyond the region. coordinating consultations on the two draft resolutions.

Instability and the ongoing armed conflict in Mr. Schifferdecker (United States of America)lhe
Afghanistan have made it possible for various extremist United States is pleased to be a sponsor of the draft
groups that take cover under the mantle of Islam to useresolution on Afghanistan. As one of the States that
Afghan’s territory as a haven for misguided factions that founded the United Nations Special Mission two years
hatch plots which cause a great deal of harm and shed thago, my Government remains firmly committed to helping
blood of innocent people. To restore stability to to restore a legitimate government in Afghanistan and to
Afghanistan and to effect national reconciliation between assisting the people there with the daunting task of
the Afghani factions are essential prerequisites that have taehabilitating and reconstructing their war-torn country.
be met if Afghanistan is to regain its control over all its
territory and thereby to deprive those terrorist groups of the The United States appreciates the Secretary-
opportunity of using that territory to launch their criminal General’'s peacemaking efforts, under the auspices of the
schemes. United Nations Special Mission, headed by Ambassador

Mahmoud Mestiri. But, frankly, we are deeply

While we consider the political aspects of the disappointed that the Afghan parties have so far failed to
restoration of peace to Afghanistan, we should not overlookdisplay the necessary political will and flexibility to
the other aspects relating to rehabilitation and achieve peace and national reconciliation.
reconstruction. Though the rehabilitation activities
undertaken by the United Nations have undoubted results The present draft resolution provides a clear
that are significant and tangible, yet those activities, by blueprint to achieve those goals. The key components are
themselves, constitute an extremely small proportion of thea transfer of power to a broad-based interim council, a
huge volume of the assistance needed for the rehabilitatiomationwide cease-fire, the creation of a national security
and reconstruction of Afghanistan. Much more long-term force and the formation of an acceptable transitional
assistance is needed by this friendly country which has beergovernment. We strongly urge the Afghan parties to grasp
devastated by war. The country’s infrastructure is in dire this opportunity for peace before time runs out.
need of continuous and vigorous reconstruction schemes
that should enjoy the support of the United Nations system The United States shares this draft resolution’s
and of the international community at large. premise that a settlement cannot be won by force of arms.

Prolongation of the conflict only increases the temptation

Proceeding from this, the delegation of Egypt, with a for outsiders to meddle further in the country’s affairs.

view to striking a balance between the political and the The draft resolution bluntly warns of the dangers of
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Afghan territory being used as a springboard for terrorism, emergency humanitarian assistance programme in that
arms smuggling and narco-trafficking, in the region and war-stricken country, and the work of the United Nations
beyond. We therefore join with other supporters in calling Special Mission to Afghanistan.
on all States to respect Afghanistan’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity and to strictly refrain from shipping We would also like to express our gratitude and full
weapons or other war-making materials to the factions. support for the tireless efforts of the United Nations
Special Mission to Afghanistan, led by Ambassador
My Government supports the aims of paragraph 2 of Mahmoud Mestiri.
draft resolution A/50/L.60 B, regarding the Secretary-
General’s decision to strengthen the United Nations Special More than three years have gone by since
Mission. However, in keeping with our efforts to establish encouraging changes took place in the political situation
a ceiling on budget growth for the 1996-1997 biennium, we in Afghanistan, following a long and painful struggle of
firmly believe that the resources to implement this decision the Afghan nation for the liberation of their country. The
must be found within the programme budget for 1996-1997. establishment of an interim government in Kabul at that
This can be done without impairing other programmes. time had brought us hopes that, at long last, all Afghans
would put aside their differences and start the process of
At the same time, my Government remains committed reconciliation. We had hoped that a broad-based
to assisting the people of Afghanistan, many of whom arereconciliation process, including all groups, could have
internally displaced or live as refugees in neighbouring started. However, we have been greatly dismayed at the
countries. Through the United Nations, its specialized resumption and continuation of the armed conflict, which
agencies and private voluntary organizations, the Unitedhas caused heavy casualties, the total devastation of the
States provided nearly $50 million in fiscal year 1995 for economic infrastructure, and a deepening refugee crisis
the Afghan people. These funds were allocated for refugeeaffecting not only Afghanistan, but also neighbouring
programmes in the areas of nutrition, shelter, health andcountries in the region.
education, as well as for de-mining operations.
The continuing hostilities have not only created
Within our resource constraints, we intend to continue enormous humanitarian problems of outstanding
to help alleviate the suffering of the Afghan people. But, proportions, but have also endangered the process of
unfortunately, as this resolution makes clear, the lack of anpolitical normalization. We, therefore, once again appeal
agreed political framework seriously inhibits the ability of to all conflicting sides in Afghanistan, especially the
the donor countries to assist in the longer term process ofleaders of the warring parties, to agree on a national
rehabilitation and reconstruction of the country. reconciliation process and to support the Special
Mission’s efforts in this regard.
The United States looks forward to the day when all
Afghan refugees can return to their homes in safety and We attach great importance to the unity and
honour, and begin picking up the pieces of their shatteredterritorial integrity of Afghanistan. In this respect, we
lives. But, for this to happen, the warring parties, including fully support the United Nations Special Mission’s wide-
the present holders of power in Kabul, must begin now to ranging consultations with Afghan parties and its
break through the current sterile debates and begin talkingproposals to bring about an end to the factional fighting,
about how to build, rather than destroy. This draft to setin motion the process of political reconciliation and
resolution offers them their best — and perhaps only —to embark on the challenging task of rehabilitation and
chance to accomplish this worthy task. reconstruction of Afghanistan.

In conclusion, my delegation wishes to express its We welcome the reference made in draft resolution
deep gratitude to our colleagues of the German delegationB to the national reconciliation process through the
who once again steered this draft resolution through aestablishment of a fully representative and broad-based
difficult negotiation to a successful conclusion. authoritative council, which would ensure the transfer of

power and would have the authority, among other things,

Mr. Celem (Turkey) At the outset, | would like to  to negotiate and oversee an immediate and durable cease-
thank the Secretary-General for the report that he hadfire. We firmly believe that the draft resolution before us
submitted in document A/50/737 and its addendum on theprovides a sound and workable basis for the speedy
overall situation in Afghanistan, the implementation of the resolution of the conflict in Afghanistan.
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In this respect, we attach particular importance to the Mr. Allagany (Saudi Arabia)(interpretation from
constructive role the Organization of the Islamic Arabic). It is regrettable indeed that once again the
Conference (OIC) has been playing to help bring about Assembly has to consider two draft resolutions with the
national reconciliation among the parties in Afghanistan andaim of restoring peace and normalcy in fraternal
fully support its efforts. The endeavours of the OIC are Afghanistan. We had hoped that the different factions in
conducted in close cooperation and coordination with the Afghanistan would respond to the request for power
United Nations Special Mission and they are transfer and the establishment of a permanent cease-fire
complementary in nature to those of the United Nations. as provided for by the General Assembly in its last year

resolution. Had this been the case, we would have been

Turkey is co-sponsoring draft resolution A and B considering today a draft resolution on the reconstruction
submitted under agenda items 20 (d) and 54. Our heartfeliof this war-ravaged country.
appreciation goes to the German delegation for the
exemplary manner in which it has conducted the long and The question of fraternal Afghanistan has and still
sensitive work of coordinating the drafting of the two commands the concern of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
documents. We also thank the other interested delegationsvhich has continuously provided assistance to the people
which have been closely involved in the drafting process. of Afghanistan as it did during its heroic struggle.
In this respect, we strongly support the appeal in draft Therefore the present situation, which continues to
resolution A, addressed to all Member States, to provide alldevastate Afghanistan and whose effects spill over beyond
possible financial, technical and material assistance for thethe borders of that country, is cause for concern to us.
repatriation and settlement of Afghan refugees and
displaced persons, and for the reconstruction of We wish to reiterate here that we are confident that
Afghanistan. We welcome the expression of gratitude madewith the continued interest of the international community
in the draft resolution to all Governments that have and with the help of the United Nations and the
rendered assistance to Afghan refugees, in particular thedrganization of the Islamic Conference, the Afghani
Governments of Pakistan and Iran. Accordingly, the people will once more be able to live in peace and start
international community should actively respond to the to reconstruct its war-ravaged country.
Secretary-General's appeal for Afghan humanitarian
assistance by generously contributing to the Fund set up for In light of the foregoing, the delegation of Saudi
this purpose. | should also like to take this opportunity to Arabia is pleased to join in sponsoring the draft
commend all relevant United Nations agencies taking partresolutions entitled “Emergency International Assistance
in the emergency humanitarian assistance programme fofor Peace, Normalcy and Reconstruction of War-Stricken
Afghanistan for their strenuous efforts to remedy the Afghanistan” and “The situation in Afghanistan and its
humanitarian situation in that country, as well as to help implications for International Peace and Security”.
resolve the refugee problem.

We believe that these two draft resolutions represent

The senseless fratricidal conflict that has been tearinga framework for a political solution to the Afghani
Afghanistan apart has to come to an end. First andproblem while at the same time guaranteeing continued
foremost, the main responsibility lies with the warring economic and humanitarian support for Afghanistan.
parties, which must settle their differences. The
international community can only help and support their I would be remiss if | did not pay tribute to the
political will in this regard. To that end, my country stands strenuous efforts of the delegation of the Federal Republic
ready to do all it can. Inspired by the close historical and of Germany in making it possible to achieve the text of
cultural bonds existing between Turkey and Afghanistan, these two draft resolutions. We hope that the draft
we will continue to shoulder our responsibility to promote resolutions will enjoy more than verbal support on the
peace and prosperity in that country. We, therefore, reiteratepart of the international community in general and on the
our support for the draft resolution before us and hope thatpart of the different Afghani factions in particular.
it will be adopted by consensus as a display of international
solidarity for the people of war-stricken Afghanistan. We sincerely hope that the Afghani factions will

heed all the provisions of the two draft resolutions which

Mr. Peerthum (Mauritius), Vice-President, took the we hope will be adopted today in order to put an end to
Chair. the suffering of the Afghani people. We call on the

United Nations Special Mission in Afghanistan to
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redouble its efforts to effectively discharge the tasks Having played a key role in helping the Afghans to
entrusted to it in the two draft resolutions under discussionregain their sovereignty and political independence,
today in order to help the Afghani people achieve peace. Pakistan then defended those principles during the Geneva
negotiations, which culminated in the Geneva Accords of
We pray for our brethren in Afghanistan and wish 1988. After the withdrawal of foreign forces from
them peace, prosperity and security. Afghanistan, Pakistan then helped its Afghan brethren in
reaching a consensus on the Peshawar Accord of 1991,
Mr. Kamal (Pakistan) The people of Pakistan and helped bring about a cease-fire between Engineer
Afghanistan are linked by bonds of faith, history and Gulbuddin Hekmatyar and Commander Ahmed Shah
culture. The ties were further reinforced during the 14 yearsMasoud in August 1992, was a catalyst in bringing about
of Jihad in which the people of Pakistan stood by their the Islamabad Accord on 7 March 1993, and promoted a
Afghan brothers in a struggle that finally led to the meeting between the Afghan leaders in Jalalabad, which
restoration of freedom, political independence and therefined the political framework of the Islamabad Accord
sovereignty of Afghanistan. and brought about the formation of a Cabinet. In the light
of all these efforts, it is most regrettable that, although
During these long years, and despite its own economicmore than seven years have elapsed since the signing of
difficulties and constraints, Pakistan provided shelter to 3.5the Geneva Accords, peace and normalcy have not
million Afghan refugees on its soil. After the end of the returned in Afghanistan because of the factional fighting
war, a pilot project for the repatriation of these Afghan between Afghan brothers.
refugees was launched by the Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in 1990, in According to the Islamabad Accord of 1993,
collaboration with the World Food Programme and the Professor Rabbani’'s tenure as the transient President of
Government of Pakistan. Around 1.7 million refugees have Afghanistan was to end on 28 June 1994, by which date
been repatriated to date under this programme, but théhe was to complete a due electoral process which would
process of the return of the refugees has considerabljjead to a proper representative government in Kabul.
slowed down since 1992 due to factional fighting in However, he had his rule extended by highly questionable
Afghanistan. means for another six months - to 28 December 1994.
That date came and went. Professor Rabbani then told
So far, Pakistan has spent around PRs. 10.5 billionAmbassador Mestiri that he would step down on 21
from its own resources on the care and maintenance ofMarch 1995. That date too came and went. Professor
Afghan refugees. The presence of a large number ofRabbani reneged once again on a solemn commitment,
refugees for 16 years has, in addition, imposed a heawyjust as he had reneged earlier on his duty to complete the
burden on the economy and resources of Pakistan. Theslectoral process.
presence of the Afghan refugees on Pakistani soil has
caused enormous environmental degradation and ecological ~ The fact that Professor Rabbani did not take any of
damage and has adversely affected Pakistan’s social fabridhe measures stipulated in the Islamabad Accords suggests
The strain on Pakistan’s limited resources continues, asalso that he never intended to hand over power in the first
over |.5 million Afghan refugees, who are unable to return place. He was to have established an election commission
to their homeland due to intra-Afghan fighting, are still and to hold elections within eight months of the
living in 179 camps in Pakistan. Because of the intra- Islamabad Accord, or by the end of 1993. He did not do
Afghan fighting, additional Afghan refugees still continue so. He was to have also established a Defence Council,
to cross into Pakistan. International assistance, on the othecomprising two members from each party, to take
hand, has shown substantial decline, essentially due tgossession of heavy weapons from all parties and to
donor fatigue. The situation needs to be carefully reassessedemilitarize Kabul and other cities of Afghanistan. He did
as the problem remains visible to all. Despite these not do so either. It is the resultant misgivings among the
substantial reductions, including those in the assistanceAfghan factions, due to the non-implementation of the
programmes of the UNHCR and the World Food Islamabad Accord, that have led to renewed hostilities
Programme for Afghan refugees, Pakistan will continue to among the warring parties in Afghanistan.
look after its Afghan brethren until such time as the
hostilities cease in Afghanistan and the refugees are ableto  In his report of 6 December 1995, the Secretary-
return to their homeland in dignity and honour. General notes that:
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“The general view of the Afghan people remains that, obviously ran contrary to the Vienna Convention on
his mandate having expired on 28 December 1994,Diplomatic Relations of 1961. It also explains why the
Mr. Rabbani must transfer power to a broad-basedPakistan Embassy is returning to Jalalabad, and not to
representative body” A{50/737/Add.1, para 12) Kabul.

It is therefore Professor Rabbani’s obduracy against Itis clear that, in an effort to deflect the attention of
sharing power with other groups in Afghanistan that lies at the international community from the core issue of the
the root of the current fighting in this war-torn country. transfer of power, the Kabul regime has raised the bogey
Professor Rabbani has failed so many times to fulfil his of foreign interference in its internal affairs, while itself
promise to hand over power that the opposition groups arereceiving plane- loads of arms from outside to eliminate
today totally sceptical about his real intentions. According other Afghan factions. The evidence is visible and
to the Secretary-General's report, during his meeting with incontrovertible.

Ambassador Mestiri on 11 November 1995, General

Doestam characterized Mr. Rabbani's declaration of 6 Today, the people of Afghanistan have no faith or

November 1995 to hand over power: confidence in the ability of those in Kabul whom they
consider usurpers to deliver peace in that country. Their

“as yet another ruse to gain time and cling to power”. sufferings can only be alleviated if the international

(A/50/737/Add.1, para. 16) community addresses the root cause of the conflict in

Afghanistan and urges Professor Rabbani clearly and
The members of the TalibarShura who met with unambiguously to hand over power to a broad based
Ambassador Mestiri also expressed serious doubts abouinterim council with the authority to negotiate and accept
Mr. Rabbani’s intention to relinquish power. the transfer of power, oversee an immediate and durable
cease-fire, and demilitarize Kabul and the entire country.

In June 1995, Ambassador Mestiri had informed the
Donor Briefing Conference in Stockholm that the base of Pakistan has absolutely no preference for one group
the Afghan “Government” had become narrower and could over the other in the intra-Afghan rivalry. Throughout the
be said to represent only the Tajik ethnic group, the Afghan crisis, Pakistan has continued to follow a policy
Pushtuns, the Uzbeks and the Hazaras, representing abowof neutrality and non-interference in the internal affairs of
60 per cent of the population of Afghanistan, having been Afghanistan. Our only interest is in the restoration of
totally alienated. Since then Professor Rabbani has lospeace and stability in Afghanistan, which alone would
control of most of Afghanistan and is now pushed back into enable the remaining one and a half million Afghan
Kabul and just five of the 32 provinces of the country. refugees in Pakistan to return to their homeland in honour
According to the Secretary-General's report, the Taliban areand dignity. We believe that this peace and stability can
in control of more than half the country. only be achieved by a broad-based transitional mechanism

which goes beyond ethnic exclusivism. We also believe,

As | stated earlier, it was the mediatory role played by firmly and earnestly, that a solution to the crisis in
Pakistan in the negotiations on the Islamabad Accord whichAfghanistan lies only with the Afghan people themselves.
made it possible for Professor Rabbani to take over power
from Professor Sibghatullah Mojadedi in 1993. However, We have heard the wild and rather prolonged
when Pakistan did not support Professor Rabbani’s refusabccusations hurled at Pakistan by the representative of the
to share power in accordance with the Islamabad Accord,Kabul regime earlier this afternoon. These are no more
the Kabul regime launched a malicious propagandathan the ineffectual flutterings of a regime that has no
campaign against Pakistan. A dastardly attack was carriednore credibility in this international forum than it has in
out by terrorist Afghan elements against the Pakistanits own country. But let us set the record straight
Embassy in Kabul on 6 September 1995. The Embassy wasegarding the Taliban. The emergence of the Taliban is an
burnt down. One member of the Pakistan Embassy wasndigenous phenomenon in Afghanistan. It reflects the
killed, and others including the Ambassador and the war-weariness of the Afghan people to whom the
Defence Attaché received serious wounds. There is ampleTaliban’s promise of demilitarization and the induction of
evidence to suggest that the attack against the Pakistaan honest administration came as a welcome relief from
diplomatic mission was aided and abetted and in factthe extortionist practices of predatory warlords and the
carried out by the Kabul authorities themselves. This wasunbridled ambitions of a regime in Kabul. The Taliban’s
a gross violation of the norms of diplomatic behaviour, and victories did not come because of their military expertise
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or their professional training but because of the defection oftheir homeland to reconstruct their devastated economy
local commanders disillusioned with the continued conflict and landscape, still continue to live in an atmosphere of
and bloodshed. In fact, Professor Rabbani himselffear, deprivation and armed conflict. Their beautiful dawn
collaborated closely with the Taliban movement. He is on has been postponed by the senseless fighting going on in
record as having admitted publicly that he supported Afghanistan.
Taliban during their initial victories. His forces had helped
the Taliban in their assault against the forces of Gulbuddin Afghanistan has always played a pivotal role in
Hekmatyar. Subsequently, Jamaat-i-Islami’s official organ, history. It has made rich contributions to human
The Afghan Newacknowledged that: civilization. It still is the key to prosperity and stability in
Central Asia. It still is the nerve centre for empathy and
“The State seized a large number of tanks and gunscohesion among the peoples of the region. We hope that
and huge quantities of ammunition from Hekmatyar all the people of Afghanistan and their leaders would
during the latter's defeat at the hands of the Taliban”. demonstrate sincerity and maturity and help Afghanistan
resume its rightful place in today’'s world.
The Afghan Newsfurther disclosed that Professor
Rabbani's forces themselves had handed over Charasiab = The Acting President: We have heard the last
and Rishkore to the Taliban. It is clear that Professor speaker in the debate under sub-item (d) of agenda item
Rabbani cooperated with the Taliban until his enemies were20 and under agenda item 54.
being decimated by the latter. However, when the Taliban
started demanding the resignation of Professor Rabbani, the =~ The Assembly will now take a decision on draft
Kabul regime accused it of having Pakistan’s support. resolution A/50/L.60.

Pakistan fully supports the Special Mission of the The report of the Fifth Committee on the programme
Secretary-General to Afghanistan, as mandated by thebudget implications of the draft resolution is contained in
United Nations General Assembly. We hope that document A/50/825.

Ambassador Mestiri will continue efforts to facilitate
nationalrapprochementind reconstruction in Afghanistan | should like to announce that since the introduction
by ensuring the transfer of power through the urgentof the draft resolution the following countries have
establishment of a fully representative and broad-basedbecome sponsors of draft resolution A/50/L.60: Albania,
authoritative Council, which can then complete the other Bangladesh, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Georgia,
actions which will alone pave the way to peace and securityHonduras, Italy, Latvia, Mongolia, Netherlands and
in Afghanistan. We hope that this year’s resolution in the Nigeria.
General Assembly will contribute to that process. Pakistan,
for its part, stands ready to assist the United Nations and May | take it that the Assembly decides to adopt
the Organization of the Islamic Conference in these draft resolution A/50/L.60?
endeavours.

The draft resolution was adoptéresolution 50/88).

Finally, the historic struggle of the people of
Afghanistan against foreign invasion and occupation is a The Acting President: May | take it that it is the
glorious chapter in contemporary history. Many political wish of the General Assembly to conclude its
scientists believe that the steadfast struggle waged by theonsideration of sub-item (d) of agenda item 20?
Afghans hastened the demise of the cold war and ushered
in a new era of freedom. The people of Afghanistan, and It was so decided.
the entire international community which supported them,
deserve commendation for this achievement. While the The Acting President: May | take it that it is the
Afghan jihad was reaching its conclusion, hopes werewish of the General Assembly to conclude its
rekindled of a new vision of cooperation among the Statesconsideration of agenda item 54?
of Central Asia and West Asia for a better and prosperous
future. Unfortunately, in the aftermath of the resolution of It was so decided.
the Afghan crisis, uncertainty still continues. It has been
compounded by internecine strife and bloody infighting. Reports of the Fifth Committee
The war-stricken Afghans, who were hoping to return to
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The Acting President: The General Assembly will The draft resolution was adopted by the Fifth
now consider the reports of the Fifth Committee on sub- Committee without a vote. May | consider that the
item (b) of agenda item 122 and agenda item 133. Assembly wishes to do the same?
If there is no proposal under rule 66 of the rules of The draft resolution was adoptéresolution 50/89).
procedure, | shall take it that the General Assembly decides
not to discuss the reports of the Fifth Committee that are The Acting President: | now call on the
before the Assembly today. representative of the Syrian Arab Republic, who wishes
to speak in explanation of position on the draft resolution
It was so decided. just adopted.
The Acting President: Statements will therefore be Mr. Sulaiman (Syrian Arab Republic)
limited to explanations of vote. (interpretation from Arabil: My delegation would like to

explain its position on the draft resolution in document
The positions of delegations regarding the A/50/824 on the financing of the United Nations Interim
recommendations of the Fifth Committee have been made~orce in Lebanon (UNIFIL).
clear in the Committee and are reflected in the relevant

official record. May | remind members that under We wish to indicate that, if this draft resolution had
paragraph 7 of decision 34/401, the General Assemblybeen put to a recorded vote, we would have voted against
agreed that: it in conformity with our established principled position

set out at earlier sessions of the General Assembly. In
“When the same draft resolution is considered in a essence, our position is that the cost of financing UNIFIL
Main Committee and in plenary meeting, a delegation should be borne by the aggressor party, Israel, whose
should, as far as possible, explain its vote only once,aggressive practices necessitated the presence of this
that is, either in the Committee or in plenary meeting, Force.
unless that delegation’s vote in plenary meeting is
different from its vote in the Committee”. The Acting President: We have thus concluded this
stage of our consideration of sub-item (b) of agenda item
May | remind delegations that, also in accordance with 122.
General Assembly decision 34/401, explanations of vote are
limited to 10 minutes and should be made by delegationsAgenda item 133(continued
from their seats.
Financing of the United Nations Mission in Haiti
Before we begin to take action on the
recommendations contained in the reports of the Fifth Report of the Fifth Committee (Part IlI)
Committee, | should like to advise representatives that we (A/50/705/Add.2)
are going to proceed to take decisions in the same manner

as was done in the Fifth Committee. The Acting President: The Assembly will now take
a decision on the draft resolution recommended by the
Agenda item 122(continued Fifth Committee in paragraph 5 of Part Il of its report

(A/50/705/Add.2).
Financing of the United Nations peace-keeping forces in
the Middle East: The draft resolution was adopted by the Fifth
Committee without a vote. May | take it that the
(b) United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon Assembly wishes to do the same?
(A/50/824)
The draft resolution was adoptéresolution 50/90).
The Acting President: The Assembly will now take
a decision on the draft resolution recommended by the Fifth The Acting President: We have thus concluded this
Committee in paragraph 6 of its report (document stage of our consideration of agenda item 133.
A/50/824).
Agenda item 20(continued

23



General Assembly 95th plenary meeting
Fiftieth session 19 December 1995

Strengthening of the coordination of humanitarian and efforts are needed to ensure the full and impartial
disaster relief assistance of the United Nations, including  implementation of the Convention on Governance.
special economic assistance

Draft resolution A/50/L.59 of 12 December 1995
(b) Special economic assistance to individual countries makes special reference to that Convention, which was

or regions strongly commended by the General Assembly in its
resolution 49/7 on 25 October 1994. The Convention

Agenda item 26 enjoys the unanimous support of the General Assembly
and the Security Council. This support demonstrates the

The situation in Burundi political importance of the Convention and reflects the

necessity of all parties concerned being fully engaged in
Report of the Secretary-General (A/50/541 and its implementation. A special appeal should be addressed
Add.1) to the coalition Government to continue to comply with
the Convention in order to uproot the causes of the crisis.
Draft resolutions (A/50/L.58, A/50/L.59)
The draft resolution invites all political partners to

The Acting President: | now call on the organize a general debate on the country’s basic problems
representative of Sudan to introduce draft resolutionswith a view to the conclusion of a national covenant. It
A/50/L.58 and A/50/L.59. earnestly appeals to the States that signed the Cairo

Declaration of 29 November 1995 to abide by the
Mr. Yassin (Sudan) | have the honour to address the commitment embodied in that document and it reiterates
Assembly, on behalf of the African Group, as Chairman of its urgent appeal to the international community to
the Group for the month of December to introduce two mobilize political, diplomatic, human, economic and
draft resolutions: A/50/L.58 on special emergency financial resources to assist Burundi in overcoming the
assistance for the economic recovery and reconstruction otrisis and alleviate the heavy burden of the combined
Burundi and A/50/L.59 on the situation in Burundi. phenomena of refugees and displaced persons.

The two draft resolutions on Burundi before us are Draft resolution A/50/L.58 on special emergency
basically identical to those adopted at the forty-ninth assistance for the economic recovery and reconstruction
session of the General Assembly and are a clearof Burundi is intended to address the root causes and
demonstration of the conviction of the Assembly of the adverse effects of the social and political crisis which has
urgent and special attention that needs to be given to theexisted since October 1993. The draft resolution
situation in Burundi. The two present draft resolutions recognizes the efforts of the coalition Government to
reflect and take into consideration the new political and redress the situation through its plan of action of March
economic developments both in Burundi and in the world 1995.
as a whole.

The draft resolution again invites all States, United

By its resolutions of 25 October and 2 December Nations institutions and intergovernmental and non-
1994, the General Assembly called for a global programmegovernmental organizations to continue to provide
of assistance to Burundi whereby the international Burundi with economic, financial, material and technical
community would positively respond to Burundi's urgent assistance for economic and recovery and encourages the
needs and mobilize the necessary economic anddonor community to make its contribution to the
humanitarian resources to help Burundi overcome its two-economic recovery of Burundi. Furthermore, the draft
year crisis. resolution requests the Secretaries-General of the United

Nations and the Organization of African Unity to

In its quest for peace, stability and socio-economic coordinate their efforts and activities to meet the needs of
development, Burundi has been striving and sparing nothe people of Burundi adequately.
effort successfully to surmount a transitional era of its
history. As a result, efforts further to enhance constructive While the efforts exerted by Burundi are to be
negotiations between the parties signatories to thehailed, complementary action by the international
Convention on Governance led on 1 March 1995 to thecommunity will no doubt help to alleviate Burundi's
formation of a coalition Government. More and extensive heavy burden. The two draft resolutions before us
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strongly appeal to all Member States and the internationalprogramme for Burundi. It assigns to many United
community, together with intergovernmental and non- Nations bodies complementary missions and urges
governmental organizations, to respond positively to theMember States and economic and humanitarian
urgent needs of Burundi. It is the fervent hope of the intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to
African Group that the two draft resolutions will, like last mobilize various resources for our country.

year, be adopted by consensus without a vote, especially

draft resolution A/50/L.58, which has been revised and Twice in six months, the Security Council has shown
accepted by the European Union and will be circulated its concern for the salvation of Burundi by sending two
soon. special delegations. This initiative is in line with the very

rare innovations introduced by that body, which Article

Moreover, | would like to add Cuba and India to the 24 of the Charter of the United Nations entrusts with the
list of sponsors of draft resolution A/50/L.58 and India to primary mission: international peace and security. Indeed,
the list of sponsors of draft resolution A/50/L.59. the visits made to our country by two groups of Security
Council ambassadors deviate from the usual practice of

The Acting President: | should like to propose that, that body: staying at its headquarters, far from the real

if there is no objection, the list of speakers in the debate onsituations in regions of armed and political conflicts. On

these items be closed today at 6.15 p.m. the occasions of those visits, the political protagonists in
Burundi made known to the Security Council envoys their

It was so decided. version of events and their positions.
The Acting President: | therefore request those Beginning with United Nations Headquarters and

representatives wishing to participate in the debate tothen in Burundi itself, initiatives have been taken under
inscribe their names on the list of speakers as soon ashe auspices, or at the initiative, of the Secretary-General.
possible. Thanks to his remarkable wisdom, the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General, Ambassador
Mr. Térence Nsanze(Burundi) (nterpretation from  Ahmedou Ould Abdallah, was able to bring to Burundi
French: The delegation of Burundi is honoured to take from abroad internationally renowned political
part in the debate on the draft resolutions on, respectively,personalities, and to ensure that foreign countries would
“Special emergency assistance” and “The situation inissue invitations to many Burundi leaders and high-level
Burundi”. officials, both military and civilian. His departure from
Burundi is unanimously regretted. The Secretary-General
Burundi has been in the throes of a crisis for more must now find the rare individual to succeed him. Indeed,
than two years. The crisis erupted after the tragicthe complexity of the mission requires genuine
assassination of President Melchior Ndadaye and worsenedooperation between the authorized representatives of the
following the massacres that took tens of thousands ofGovernment of Burundi and the Secretary-General, so that
human lives. It is characterized by contradictory trends: his proposal can receive unanimous support from all the
sometimes it seems to be moving towards a satisfactorypolitical families that have a say in the matter. The
conclusion, and sometimes new developments emerge thabecretary-General’s very relevant appeal from Bujumbura
threaten what has been achieved. rightly had a specific goal: to alert the international
community to the urgent need to speed up and increase
We should mention in particular, as examples, the economic and financial support for Burundi, and to alert
major partners and the most committed actors in the questhe country’s leadership to its priority obligation to do its
to attain the threefold noble objective in Burundi: peace, utmost to establish conditions of peace for all.
stability and socio-economic development.
In their respective spheres, several subsidiary organs
The United Nations has played a major and of the United Nations — the United Nations Development
multifaceted role through its main and subsidiary bodies Programme (UNDP), the Office of the United Nations
over the past 12 months. High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), the United
Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and the High
The General Assembly, in accordance with its political Commissioner for Human Rights (HCHR) — have
primacy, drew up, through its successive resolutions of 25translated into concrete actions the principles underlying
October and 2 December 1994, a comprehensivetheir missions. They have supported our country in many
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important ways, in accordance with their respective callings, Declaration on Burundi of March 1995, adopted under the
in spite of the fact that their resources are shrinking while leadership of France, is one of the most realistic in the
the beneficiaries’ needs have increased considerably. Thigosition it took with regard to the people and Government
was quite relevantly emphasized by the Secretary-Generabf Burundi.
yesterday during the inauguration of the International Year
for the Eradication of Poverty. Concerning the absolute need for Burundians to
work for their own salvation, we note that the fact that so
The Organization of African Unity (OAU) also has many political, economic and humanitarian organizations
been deploying intense efforts. Since the conflict broke out,and so many prestigious foreign individuals have come to
the Heads of State of Egypt, Tunisia and Ethiopia in our country might lead Burundians to give in to the
succession have charted courses for Africa. Acting intemptation of thinking that they are the centre of the
accordance with their noble mandate, they have set inworld. Instead of deluding themselves with this vain
motion the entire political and human apparatus of the pan-illusion, the seasoned politicians should understand the
African organization in order to defuse the crisis in true nature of the arrival in our country of these many
Burundi. Their initiatives have been taken within the messengers of peace.
framework of conferences and meetings at all levels,
primarily within the central organ specifically designed to In fact, the extreme seriousness of the danger
resolve conflicts, through the dispatch of numerous involved and the extreme importance of the stakes dictate
delegations consisting of Ministers for Foreign Affairs, the the political and diplomatic to-ing and fro-ing and the
Secretary General of the OAU and ambassadors. Thdncreasing assistance by international organizations such
international observer mission to Burundi, under the as the United Nations, by continental organizations such
auspices of the OAU and under the leadership of as the Organization of African Unity (OAU) and the
Ambassador Léandre Basole, a clearsighted and efficienEuropean Union, and by eminent political and
person, has witnessed the intrigues of the political class anchumanitarian personalities, such as His Holiness John
of the security forces. Paul Il, Presidents Julius Nyerere and Jimmy Carter,
Archbishop Desmond Tutu and special envoys from the
None of the players on the African scene could United States, French, Belgian, German, Norwegian,
compete with the Secretary General of the OAU. Highly Dutch, Swedish, Canadian, Spanish, Italian and other
aware that the primary role in conflict settlement in Africa Governments.
naturally falls to the OAU, in accordance with its charter
and Chapter VI of the Charter of the United Nations, His It is indispensable for the Burundians themselves in
Excellency Mr. Salim Ahmed Salim has broken all records political and economic spheres, in religious circles, in
in his tireless efforts to restore peace and security incivil society, young patriots and students — in a word,
Burundi. the national elite — to truly gauge, like the international
community, the disastrous consequences of the common
As regards the interest shown by the European Uniondanger which hang over them and to work together
in the attainment of peace in Burundi, we should make urgently to find their salvation. It would be to the

these points: advantage of all these socio-professional categories —
facing the same fate and motivated by the same noble
Following the rules of history and the appeals of impulse — to lose their illusions, because the

realpolitik, the member States of the European Union haveinternational community judges with the same severity the
truly shown their determination to spare Burundi the trials Hutu and the Tutsi leaders, the UPRONA and the
and tribulations of a civil war. Both individually and FRODEBU, as well as the younger parties, for their
collectively, the 15 European countries have sent variouscollective powerlessness to do away with the chronic
missions to our country — both at the ministerial level and ailment which is eating away at our nation. All of them
at the level of ambassadors and high-level envoys. Othermre in the same boat; all of them have every interest in
delegations have gone to Burundi, sent by regional andcourageously coping with the harsh reality that support
international organizations which are related to or from the outside world not only will not go on forever
associated with the European Union, such as the African,but is beginning to decrease, and we now see on the
Caribbean and Pacific Group of States (APC), the Agencyhorizon the possibility that Burundi will be left to its own
for Cultural and Technical Cooperation (ACCT) and the fate. With this in view, it is certain that ndeus ex
Conference of French-speaking Countries. The Carcassonnmachinawill emerge to replace the role which naturally
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and necessarily falls to the Burundians themselves. Workingsigned it. Because of the socio-political imperatives
within this world forum, the United Nations system, a pre- during the transition period, as long as there is no national
eminent observer of the intentions and desires of States andebate that leads to another system, opposition to the
donor organizations, my delegation has noted with its own Convention is only an old warhorse, a convenient shortcut
ears and eyes their indifference and their growing to attempt to offset the advantages which it offers to all
powerlessnesgis-a-vissituations such as that of Burundi. and which some would deliberately deprive themselves of,
| can refer, in this regard, to the statement just made by thewithout proposing valid or viable alternatives.
Secretary-General on the eradication of poverty, which
shows that assistance from abroad is gradually drying up. On the subject of the coalition Government, it must
In such circumstances, there is a proverb which is worth itsbe noted that having been formed contrary to the rules
weight in gold: “A word to the wise is sufficient.” stipulated in the Convention on Governance and having
acted in ways detrimental to general policy advocated in
Some important, even historic, achievements the Convention, the Kanyenkiko Government gave way to
fortunately show that many political leaders are inclined to the Nduwayo Government in March 1995. The ministerial
act to throw a lifeline to the nation. For example, reshuffling which took place last October was designed to
negotiations between the eight Burundi opposition partiesachieve a more solid governmental team — one which
and theMouvance presidentiellanade up of four groups, would be more prepared to work for the same national
led to the conclusion of the Convention on Governance. cause by applying the general peace, security and
development programme laid down in the multipartite
This Convention, designed to govern the Burundian Convention for the Head of State and his Government.
State during a transition period, establishes a democratic
system by which power-sharing among the political parties Concerning the International Commission of Judicial
and those who represent the national communities is to bdnquiry, it should be noted that, managing to transcend
assured. On a world scale, the Convention on Governancgheir habitual antagonism, the two political families which
has met with unanimity. It is hailed and strongly supported signed the Convention on Governance have agreed to
by the entire United Nations system, by the major organshave recourse to an International Commission of Judicial
such as the General Assembly and the Security CouncilInquiry to investigate the assassination of the Burundian
and also by the subsidiary bodies such as the UnitedHead of State in October 1993 and the large-scale
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the Office massacres perpetrated following that event.
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), up to and including specialized agencies of the Acceding to the joint request of the two “political
United Nations, especially the United Nations Educational, camps” parties to the Convention on Governance,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the World communicated to the United Nations Secretary-General by
Health Organization (WHO), the International Labour the President of the Republic and the Prime Minister, the
Organisation (ILO), the Food and Agriculture Organization Security Council, by its resolution 1012 (1995) of 28
of the United Nations (FAO), and the World Bank and the August 1995, decided to create the international
International Monetary Fund; the Organization of African commission. This body is already in operation, and the
Unity (OAU) and the European Union; and influential Government of Burundi and all competent national
international political bodies that are aware of the national institutions are vying with each other to provide it with
needs of Burundi. the resources and services deemed necessary to the
success of its mission.
This universal rallying to this multipartite Convention
at the present time stems from its crucial value, which has My fifth point concerns stumbling-blocks on the
led many outstanding international individuals to call it a road to peace and economic recovery in Burundi. The
“political bible”. Its relevance and its timeliness are so coalition Government’s impressive efforts to rectify the
greatly appreciated that other political regimes in the world, national economy have come up against a number of
especially in Africa, have tended to model themselves on it,serious obstacles.
with changes required by specific needs. Unlike the
unanimous support from abroad for this governance First, public finances are seriously compromised by
agreement concluded in September 1994, some Burundianthe taking of security measures against the terrorists who,
take pleasure in criticizing it and throwing darts at the 12 stopped short by the rampart formed by people wedded to
parties, representing almost all of the political strata, which peace and suffering stinging defeats at the hands of the
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Army of Burundi, are engaging in vandalism against social, keeping the population hostage by forcing it to act as
economic, industrial and other infrastructures. Tens of their human shield.
thousands of refugees who need to be repatriated are
present in Burundi, together with survivors and displaced There is a regrettable and obvious contradiction
persons who need to be resettled or helped in their currentnherent in the action of the donors that are tying their
reception centres, totalling hundreds of thousands ofeconomic and financial assistance to conditions. Such a
unfortunate people. threat, if it were to materialize, would benefit those who
favour a scorched-earth policy, would encourage them to
Massive financial resources and quantities of intensify their misdeeds and would punish the coalition
equipment are absolutely necessary if this dual objective isGovernment and the overwhelming majority of the people
to be realized. To obtain funds and other resources on theof Burundi, who are united in their valiant crusade against
requisite scale, our Government has no opt but to turn toterror.
the coalition of the international community - at the level
of States and of intergovernmental and humanitarian | wish, finally, to refer to radio programmes on
organizations - which represents a source of salvation forgenocide.
those repatriated and for the survivors and displaced
persons who will be the beneficiaries. The Great Lakes region has been poisoned by
clandestine “radio programmes” disseminated by
That the policy of Burundi focuses on the voluntary champions of neo-Naziism. Disavowed by almost all the
repatriation of refugees and the reintegration of displacedpeople of Burundi for their incitement to pogroms, some
persons into society is demonstrated by the country’'stiny groups, assembled in an unholy alliance, have
participation in the preparation and organization of the embraced the sordid mission of genocide as an absolute
Cairo summit on the Great Lakes region and by its being aprerequisite for the assumption of power. Since there is a
party to the Declaration that resulted from that conference.risk that the ignominious role which the Mille Collines
Radio/Television station played in the Rwandan holocaust
I wish now to refer to the paradoxical conditionality will be replayed by its soul mate in Burundi, the
of assistance for Burundi. President and the Prime Minister of Burundi wrote to the
Secretary-General over two months ago asking him to
Normally donors, at the level of Governments or 30 help, by the most appropriate means, to dismantle that
international organizations, tie their aid to certain conditions radio station dedicated to genocide.
in the case of political regimes that notoriously violate
human rights, give rise to grave difficulties for their The two draft resolutions — they are entitled
countries or are guilty of civil war against their peoples. “Special emergency assistance for the economic recovery
None of these sins can be attributed to the Governmentand reconstruction of Burundi” and the one under the
which emerged from the two “political families” that signed agenda item “The situation in Burundi” — deal
the Convention. However, a number of Governments andspecifically with the reality reflected in what | have just
international organizations have no scruples about makingoeen saying. Essentially identical to the two resolutions
their assistance to our country subject to conditions. Inadopted, without a vote, at the forty-ninth session of the
accordance with this new policy, their economic and General Assembly, these two texts take into account
financial intervention will be granted only as a kind of current developments in Burundi and reiterate our
“peace bonus”. coalition Government’'s appeal to the General Assembly
for increased economic, financial and material resources
This requirement is being made increasingly plain by and for political and diplomatic contributions more suited
the parcelling out of assistance to Burundi in small doses,to reality in Burundi.
by the growing parsimony and even stinginess of our
traditional partners and especially by the refusal to enter As a direct follow-up to the report of the Secretary-
into commitments at the recent meeting of the Friends of General — document A/50/541 of 11 October 1995 —
Burundi held in Bujumbura and the unwillingness to and with a view to abiding by the noble ideals and
organize and schedule the round table on external assistanagbjectives of the Charter, the States members of this
for Burundi. In this specific case, the still-sporadic Assembly will be paying Burundi a signal honour if they
insecurity is the grievous work of terrorists, who are adopt these two draft resolutions by consensus. Some
amendments have been submitted by States members of
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the European Union and, following negotiations, those military leaders at Addis Ababa to discuss the future of
States no longer have objections, as was pointed out by outheir country.
colleague who is chairing the Group of African States this
month. Accordingly, the Secretary-General of the OAU
dispatched a mission to Bujumbura in July 1995, while a
We shall be grateful to all States if, having seen the delegation of the OAU, led by a special envoy of the
additional texts, they are so kind as to adopt the draftcurrent Chairman of the OAU, also visited the Great
resolutions by consensus. Lakes region in August 1995 for consultations with
leaders of the neighbouring countries and Burundi.
Mr. Eteffa (Ethiopia) The situation in Burundi
remains a matter of serious concern. Efforts made at the The third extraordinary session of the OAU Central
national, regional and international levels have not yet Organ, held at the Ministerial level on 11 September 1995
resulted in the restoration of peace and stability in Burundi.in Addis Ababa, considered the report of the special
The report of the Secretary- General (A/50/541), submittedenvoy of the current Chairman of the OAU, and assessed
at the current session of the General Assembly, indicateghe prevailing situation in Burundi. After listening to the
that the situation in Burundi is, indeed, precarious. statements and submissions by the Prime Minister of
Burundi and by the representatives of the Great Lakes
In this respect, while the conclusion of the Convention region, and after a thorough exchange of views on the
on Governance in September 1994 and the formation of thematter, the Central Organ issued a communiqué which,
coalition Government in March 1995 represent important inter alia:
steps in the right direction, we note with great concern that
the situation in Burundi remains precarious and potentially “endorsed the calls made for the convening of an
explosive. Incidents of organized violence, indiscriminate international conference on peace and security in the
attack and massacre of civilians, incitement of the people Great Lakes region. The Central Organ requested the
to violence through spreading messages of hatred and the  Secretary-General of the OAU to work very closely

proliferation of militias with huge arsenals of weapons with the Secretary-General of the United Nations for
continue to pose serious challenges to peace and stabilityin ~ the convening of this crucial conference after
Burundi. The circumstances now prevailing in Burundi adequate preparations had been made to ensure its
vividly indicate that unless swift and concerted action is success”.

taken, the cycle of violence will eventually degenerate into

a civil war with catastrophic consequences to Burundi and We fully share the views expressed in the report of

the region as a whole. the Secretary-General, which is before us, that the United

Nations and the OAU have a special role to play in

While much more is expected from the rest of the facilitating the coordinating and the convening of the

international community in assisting Burundi to regain proposed international conference. Needless to say, the

peace and stability, it is also legitimate on the part of all success of such a conference requires the full cooperation

concerned to inquire what Africa is doing to resolve the of all concerned parties.

problem in Burundi. We are also entitled to know and to

appreciate the efforts that the people and the Government  African countries, including my own, are committed

of Burundi are making to bring about peace and nationalto doing their share in the international endeavour to help

reconciliation to their country. bring peace to Burundi. Africa’s resolve and commitment

in this regard, has been demonstrated in a number of

The situation in Burundi is one of the major areas of ways, including its deployment and maintenance of an

concern to the Organization of African Unity (OAU) and to OAU Observer Mission in Burundi (OMIB). Despite its

its member States. The Assembly of Heads of State andimitation in size and resources, the observer mission in

Government of the OAU discussed the situation in Burundi Burundi has been playing a vital role in confidence-

at its thirty-first ordinary session, held in Addis Ababa, building.

from 20 to 28 June 1995, and mandated its current

Chairman, the Prime Minister of Ethiopia, His Excellency In order to attain the desired result, the regional

Mr. Meles Zenawi and the Secretary General of the OAU, endeavour requires substantial international support and

His Excellency Mr. Salim Ahmed Salim to convene, as a assistance. The complexity and magnitude of the problem

matter of urgency, a meeting of Burundi's political and in Burundi makes it absolutely necessary for the United
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Nations and the OAU to closely coordinate their actions. spirit of the 1994 Convention on Governance, which is
The envisaged regional conference should address thé¢he basis for national reconciliation in Burundi. We
diverse but interlinked issues. The prevailing political, encourage all the parties to maintain this commitment by
economic, humanitarian and security problems must beworking towards the consolidation of peace and by
tackled in a comprehensive manner, with a view to emphasizing dialogue to solve the problems. The efforts
achieving a durable and just solution to the conflicts in towards this end exerted by His Excellency the President
Burundi and thereby helping to dissipate the negative of the Republic of Burundi should be supported.
effects on the neighbouring countries in particular and the
region as a whole. The OAU’s effort to bring together It is essential for the Government and for the civil
conflicting parties in Burundi to start a serious dialogue society to continue to work together to hold in check all
needs the total support and backing of the United Nations.of the extremists attempting to obstruct normalization of
The modalities of implementing the Convention on the situation.
Governance, which the Burundi parties willingly signed in
September 1994, should be a focus of attention, as it The decision of the Security Council to establish an
represents the most viable and widely acceptable formulalnternational Commission of Inquiry to ascertain the facts
that can bring about political reconciliation in Burundi. surrounding the assassination of the President of Burundi
on 21 October 1993, as well as the massacres and other
The repatriation and integration of refugees and acts of violence which followed, is a necessary measure
displaced persons would, no doubt, entail the availability of to prevent any further acts of violence and to end the
resources in the implementation process. The internationalmpunity which the criminals have enjoyed so far, as well
community is therefore called upon to commit itself to as to promote national reconciliation.
making the necessary resources available.
The deployment throughout the country, with the
In order to come up with realistic and achievable consent of the local government, of human rights
recommendations, the magnitude of the refugee problenobservers is yet another way to halt, or at least curb, acts
should be put in its proper perspective. In this regard, theof violence.
emphasis should be on assisting the countries of the Great
Lakes region to implement the Bujumbura plan of action, In this context, it is essential to put an end to the
which was jointly drawn up by the OAU and the Office of activities of the pirate radio station which has been
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees transmitting messages inciting people to hatred and
(UNHCR), which addresses the issue in a global context. encouraging violence. The case of Radio “Mille Collines”,
which greatly contributed to the exacerbation of hatred
It goes without saying that the people and the among the Rwandan people, must be kept in mind and
Government of Burundi must assume the ultimate should lead us to take the necessary measures to avoid the
responsibility to bring about national reconciliation, peace same effects in Burundi.
and stability to their country through political dialogue and
mutual accommodation, and the international community | cannot fail to mention here the important role of
must assist them to do so. Extremism and violence shouldhe Organization of African Unity (OAU), which has
have no place and must be rejected by all. All parties continued to work to ensure Rwanda’s stability and to
should rule out violence as a means of resolving conflicts. promote national reconciliation. Thus, African military
In this connection, the international community should play observers have been sent to Burundi, thereby proving the
a meaningful role, helping to ensure national reconciliation, determination of the countries of the continent to place
peace and stability in Burundi. the greatest importance on preventive action in Africa and
to participate effectively in the international community’s
Mr. Abdellah (Tunisia)(interpretation from French) efforts to prevent conflicts and maintain and restore
The situation in Burundi today requires the international peace.
community to pursue its efforts to overcome the difficulties
which continue to hamper the return to normalcy in that This determination was reaffirmed when the Central
country. Organ of the Organization of African Unity Mechanism
for Conflict Control, Management and Resolution in
We welcome the fact that almost all of the political Africa, which met in Tunis at the level of Heads of State
parties in Burundi have reaffirmed their commitment to the last April, resolved to increase the number of personnel
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serving in the OAU Observer Mission and to strengthen the However, the follow-up committee for this
means available to its civilian component. programme of action noted at its meeting last May that
very little progress had been made in implementing the
Cooperation between the United Nations and the programme. The international community must increase
Organization of African Unity is of great importance in this its assistance if the Bujumbura conference is to be fully
respect and should be further strengthened. We take thigffective.
opportunity to commend the activities that the Special
Representative of the Secretary-General continues to carry ~ Moreover, we feel that it is important to tackle the
out in Burundi, in cooperation with the OAU. situation in the Great Lakes region by adopting a
comprehensive, integrated approach in considering the
For its part, Tunisia, which is participating with the problems faced by that region. To that end, Tunisia
military observers in the OAU mission, will continue to supports the holding of a regional conference on peace,
support the efforts for national reconciliation in Burundi security and development in the Great Lakes region.
and stands ready to continue to participate in this mission
so long as the Burundi people wish it to do so. Finally, we feel that the success of any international
action for the Burundi people remain dependent on the
We feel that the process of national reconciliation in determination of the Burundi people themselves to see the
Burundi would be strengthened if an appropriate economicnational reconciliation process succeed. We are convinced
and social environment were established to enable thehat they will spare no effort to achieve this objective.
Government to meet the basic needs of the people. In factStability and security in their country and in the Great
the consolidation of peace in the country is today a priority Lakes region as a whole depend on this.
which is an integral part of efforts aimed at conflict
prevention and the restoration of peace. Mr. Zulueta (Spain)(interpretation from Spanish)
| have the honour to speak on behalf of the European
Without continued support from the international Union.
community in rebuilding the infrastructure and institutions
devastated by the civil war, it will be difficult to avoid Since the assassination of the first democratically
tensions caused by social want and frustration, which couldelected President of Burundi in October 1993, the
be exploited by extremists in order to plunge the country European Union has been working with others for a
into chaos and insecurity once again. peaceful return to democracy and for national
reconciliation in Burundi.
The running of governmental institutions and other
sectors of public life today require increased assistance The European Union set out its objectives and
from donors in order to lay a solid basis for national priorities with regard to the situation in Burundi in its
reconciliation and to ensure the optimum use of national statement of 19 March 1995 at Carcassonne and in the
institutions and organs. common position it adopted on 24 March 1995. It has
declared itself ready to assist the Government of Burundi
In this context, | would draw the Assembly’s attention to organize a national debate with the participation of all
to the problem of refugees and displaced persons in thecomponents of the nation of Burundi, in order to
interior of the country. They are a constant source of consolidate national reconciliation and rebuild democracy.
concern and instability throughout the Great Lakes region.The European Union is also ready to contribute to the
Aware of the adverse impact of this scourge, the dispatch of human rights observers of the Office of the
international community committed itself, on the OAU’s United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.
initiative, to the holding of a Regional Conference on The European Union is providing assistance to the
Assistance to Refugees, Returnees and Displaced Persofsdicial system of Burundi and is contributing to the
in the Great Lakes Region. The holding of this conferenceimplementation of the programme of action adopted by
in Bujumbura in February 1995, led to the adoption of a the Regional Conference on Assistance to Refugees,
programme of action for the voluntary repatriation of Returnees and Displaced Persons in the Great Lakes
refugees and the return of displaced persons to their homedRegion, held at Bujumbura from 15 to 17 February 1995.
with the humanitarian assistance of the international
community. We believe that the presence of the Organization of
African Unity (OAU) observer mission has made a
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valuable contribution to efforts to prevent a worsening of Convention on Governance and the scheduled date for the
the crisis. We call on the OAU to remain positively presidential and legislative elections of 9 June 1998.
engaged in efforts to promote preventive diplomacy in
Burundi. In this regard, the European Union is contributing We call on the Secretary-General to appoint as soon
to the financing of observers on the ground from the as possible a Special Representative for Burundi, who
Organization of African Unity. must be provided with the necessary means and personnel
to prepare and usher in the next political stages in
The European Union sent a special mission of the Burundi and in particular to promote the national debate.
Presidency and the Commission to Burundi on 10 and 11We stress the need to continue efforts to reinforce the role
February 1995, and a ministerial troika mission went to of the forces of moderation, exclude extremists,
Bujumbura on 24 March 1995. A further troika mission was strengthen democratic institutions and engage in active
undertaken in September 1995. All these visits underlinediplomacy to promote peace in Burundi through the
the importance the Union attaches to the situation inimplementation of the Convention on Governance.
Burundi and our determination to contribute to a peaceful
outcome of the crisis in that country. The European Union welcomes the establishment by
the Secretary-General of an International Commission of
We are concerned at the proliferation of acts of Inquiry in Burundi, in accordance with Security Council
violence and the destabilizing activities of extremists on all resolution 1012 (1995). We attach particular importance
sides, as well as those undertaken by radio stations whicho its mandate to ascertain the facts surrounding the
incite hatred and encourage acts of genocide. Weassassination of the President of Burundi on 21 October
vigorously condemn such acts and deplore the number 0fl993, the massacres and other related serious acts of
victims. We furthermore believe that it is essential to violence which followed; to recommend legal, political or
identify and dismantle the "hatred" radio stations. administrative measures, and measures to bring to justice
persons responsible for those acts; to prevent any
The European Union reaffirms that the situation can repetition of deeds similar to those investigated by the
return to normal only if there is respect, and support from Commission; and, in general, to eradicate impunity and
all sections of the population, for the Convention on promote national reconciliation in Burundi.
Governance of 10 September 1994, establishing the
conditions for power-sharing, as pointed out by the We support the efforts of the Commission of Inquiry
President of the Republic and the Prime Minister in their and look forward to its report, which we trust will assist
joint statement of 30 March 1995. in the process of true and genuine national reconciliation
in Burundi. The culture of impunity must be eradicated in
The European Union commends the efforts of the order to enable the society of Burundi as a whole to
leaders of the country — in particular the President of the strengthen the democratic process in a climate of peace
Republic and the Prime Minister — to restore confidence, and development.
as well as the resolute action by the Special Representatives
of the Secretaries-General of the United Nations and the The European Union appreciates the efforts of the
Organization of African Unity. High Commissioner for Human Rights to promote and
protect human rights in Burundi, in particular by setting
In this regard, we wish to pay particular tribute to Mr. up an office of the Centre for Human Rights and by
Ould Abdallah for his work in Burundi since the start of mobilizing international cooperation in the quest for peace
the crisis as the Special Representative of the Secretaryand security in Burundi. In this regard, we are convinced
General. Through his diplomatic skills, he has contributed of the need to increase preventive action in Burundi
greatly to the containment of the conflict in Burundi, and without delay, in particular through the presence of
has helped the political actors in their efforts to secure human rights experts and through human rights training
national reconciliation. The European Union considers thatprogrammes and, when the conditions are appropriate, the
the presence in Bujumbura of a Special Representative ofpresence of observers throughout the country.
the Secretary-General is essential to the fulfilment of the
task of preventive diplomacy entrusted to the United The European Union has taken note of the
Nations. He is a key figure in assisting Burundi until the Declaration adopted in Cairo on 29 November 1995 by
end of the period established for the expiration of the the Heads of State of the Great Lakes region of Central
Africa. The Declaration provides for a series of measures
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which will help to reduce tension and to find solutions to subverting the full and impartial implementation of this

the substantial problems of the region. We call on the instrument by all parties.

States that signed the Cairo Declaration to abide by their

commitments. We hope that the international community, Finally, | would like to emphasize that lasting peace

in particular the United Nations and the Organization of is achievable only through sustained efforts to resolve

African Unity, can be brought into this process at a later underlying socio-economic problems. In this context, the

stage. In this regard, we attach particular importance to theimplementation of international commitments in the field

early convening of a regional conference on security, of development, such as the Programme of Action for the

stability and development in the Great Lakes region of Least Developed Countries, can provide a solid

Central Africa, under the auspices of the United Nations foundation for peace in the Great Lakes region.

and with the collaboration of the Organization of African

Unity (OAU). We encourage the Secretary-General to Mr. Dejammet (France) interpretation from

continue his contacts with the aim of convening the French: For more than two years — indeed, since the

conference. Lasting solutions to the long-term problems ofassassination of President Ndadaye — Burundi has been

the region can be found only with the political will and experiencing difficulties. There are significant risks of

cooperation of the countries of the region, assisted by thethat country’s destabilization. They have been

concerted efforts of the international community. compounded by the tragic events which occurred in
Rwanda and which we do not wish to see repeated in

Mr. Florencio (Brazil): | have the honour to speak on neighbouring countries.

behalf of the Group of Latin American and Caribbean

States. All those reasons have prompted France to give
special attention to Burundi since 1993. We have noted

Our region is fully supportive of the United Nations that significant progress has been made in the country
role in the field of humanitarian and emergency assistancethanks to the loyal forces that have enabled it to escape
guided by the principles contained in resolution 46/162. dangerous upheavals.

In this context, we welcome the two draft resolutions The signing of the Convention on Governance on 10
submitted by the Chairman of the African Group, which September 1994 and the subsequent establishment of a
refer respectively to the situation in Burundi and to special coalition Government on 1 March 1995, have been
emergency assistance for the economic recovery andmportant steps that have enabled institutions in Burundi
reconstruction of Burundi. Such texts are very positive to overcome the crisis.
elements in our efforts to promote peace and economic
recovery and to improve the human-rights situation in the Notwithstanding the efforts made by the President of
Great Lakes region. the Republic and the Prime Minister to ensure a return to

normalcy, violence in Burundi has, unfortunately,

As the report of the Secretary-General emphasizes,continued to increase, and today extremists are once
Burundi faces a profound crisis, which has led the country against threatening the stability of the country.
into economic recession and into persistent financial
deficits. This situation has been aggravated by the heavy We therefore call upon all the parties signatories to
burden of the combined phenomena of refugees andhe Convention on Governance to condemn as strongly as
displaced persons who are being repatriated and resettlehossible such attempts at destabilization and not to allow
making it virtually impossible for the country to overcome themselves to be tempted by all kinds of centrifugal
its problems without the economic and financial assistanceforces that are trying to bring about the breakdown of
of the international community. Burundian society, in particular through radio

transmissions inciting to violence and killing.

We join the Chairman of the African Group as well as
the Chairman of the Organization of African Unity in Here we should like to hail the work that has been
stressing the special importance of the Convention onperformed in the field for nearly two years by the
Governance signed on 10 September 1994 by four partieSecretary-General's Special Representative, Mr. Ould
of the Force du changementind the eight Burundi  Abdallah. Indeed, Mr. Abdallah has demonstrated that the
opposition political parties. We also subscribe fully to their United Nations can play a decisive moderating role in the
outright condemnation of terrorist actions aimed at country. We therefore hope that the Secretary-General
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will appoint a successor as soon as possible so that the  As is well known, if we wish to cure the disease of
Organization’s action in the region can continue without impunity in the Great Lakes region, we must tear up the
interruption. evil by its roots. Impunity must be cured not by treating
its symptoms but by attacking the causes of the disease.
The European Union, as the Spanish presidency hasrhis draft resolution condemns the criminal activities
just pointed out, has on several occasions had anbeing committed in the region and urges constructive
opportunity to reaffirm its dedication to the consolidation of negotiations.
democracy in Burundi. On numerous occasions, and in
particular in the Carcassonne Declaration of 19 March 1995 The impunity that the international community is
and the common position of 24 March, it has called for the currently promoting is in itself a threat to the region. My
national reconciliation of all the citizens of Burundi and for delegation recognizes above all that Burundi is a link in
the eventual organization of a national debate that wouldthe chain of countries of the Great Lakes region and
bring together all the forces in Burundi. We hope that those cannot be separated from that chain. Hence, the problems
goals will be met as quickly as possible. of that country cannot be solved without taking account
of what is occurring in the other countries of the
The French Government, indeed, deems it importantsubregion.
that Burundi emerge from the crisis as quickly as possible
so that all of its citizens can re-enter the path of progress In contrast to the other subregions of Africa, the
and development. Great Lakes countries have been experiencing a culture of
impunity that has been institutionalized to the detriment
Mr. Bakuramutsa (Rwanda) interpretation from  of the people. It is in that context that Burundi has
French: My delegation supports the draft resolutions on, established a whole set of institutions, organizations and
respectively, the situation in Burundi and special emergencyconventions and a judiciary system to ensure the proper
assistance for the economic recovery and reconstruction ofunctioning of Burundi society. That is why my
Burundi. These two draft resolution are necessary anddelegation calls on the United Nations and the
important to support the efforts being made by the international community to support all these Burundi
Government and people of Burundi. They will lead to a institutions, which are in need of this help.
strengthening of the Convention on Governance concluded
in September 1994 among the parties known as the “Forces  To conclude, | would recall yet again that justice and
de changement démocratique” and those of the Burundidevelopment are key elements for peace and security
opposition. The Convention is the required basis for the throughout the world. Peace and stability in the Great
establishment of institutions accepted by all the citizens of Lakes region, particularly in Burundi and Rwanda, cannot
Burundi. be ensured without ensuring the economic development of
those countries. This rule is not particular to Africa; it is
My delegation also supports this draft resolution, universal. A Marshall Plan for Burundi and Rwanda is
which requests the States Members of the United Nationspossible and feasible; it is necessary and indispensable to
and international organizations to make rapidly available tothe recovery of those countries. We are speaking here not
the Government of Burundi all technical resources capableof humanitarian assistance, but rather of economic
of silencing and dismantling the poisonous propaganda ofcooperation.
the pirate radio that is sowing the seeds of genocide among
the population of Burundi and of the Great Lakes region. The type of cooperation that has evolved in the
On this subject, it will be recalled that in Rwanda in 1994 Great Lakes region will need to be changed. There has
this type of radio mobilized the murderers who wrought been more cooperation on weaponry — that is, on
genocide at a cost of over a million Rwandese lives. destructive power — than in the realm of development.
This situation holds true not only for Burundi and
Indeed, the same methods that were used in RwandaRwanda, but for other African countries as well. My
such as radio propaganda, are being used in Burundi. Theountry recognizes the right of any country, organization
same people who committed crimes in Rwanda areor company to sell arms to any State or to lend it military
providing their technical and military assistance to genocideassistance, but we repudiate the use of such arms to
in Burundi. The same countries that gave political, financial violate human rights.
and military support to the Rwandese criminals are now
helping the criminals in Burundi.
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Nevertheless, we appeal once again to those countrie§&sovernment is also very concerned about the current
that export arms to Africa to export computers and tractorspolitical, security and humanitarian situation in Burundi
instead. The countries of the Great Lakes region, such asnd hopes that the parties concerned will build mutual
Burundi, would thereby become economically sound andtrust through consultations and negotiations so as to
politically stable partners. restore stability and achieve national reconciliation as

soon as possible.

Mr. Pedroso Cuesta (Cuba) (nterpretation from
Spanish: As a member of the Group of Latin American The international community, particularly the United
and Caribbean States, Cuba supports the statement made INations and the relevant regional organizations, has made
the representative of Brazil on behalf of the Group. tremendous efforts to normalize the situation in Burundi

and to promote Burundi’'s economic development. We

Today, in discussing the item of special emergency have noted from the Secretary-General's report that his
assistance for the economic recovery and reconstruction oSpecial Representative has worked very hard through
Burundi, we need once again to call the international constant contact with all the parties concerned. The
community’s attention to the ongoing deterioration of the Security Council has dispatched two fact-finding missions
economic situation in Burundi brought on by the tragic to Burundi to study the situation there and promote
events in that country in late 1993. Moreover, the combinednational reconciliation. The Council has also been
effects of the great number of refugees and peopleregularly briefed on developments in Burundi and has
displaced by other political conflicts in the region have also issued presidential statements deploring the violence and
been aggravating factors in the situation and havecalling on the parties to enter into consultations and
considerably reduced the coalition Government'’s ability to negotiations.
achieve the aims of the programme to stabilize the country
politically and economically. We have also noted that the Organization of African

Unity (OAU) has also taken a number of political and

In this context, we note with deep concern that the diplomatic initiatives to prevent the worsening of the
great efforts of the coalition Government to normalize the situation in Burundi. The Chinese Government appreciates
political situation in the country are still not supported by and supports the efforts made by the OAU and the
an adequate level of international assistance. Unless thénternational community at large.
international community’s commitment to providing
emergency assistance to Burundi is reflected in a significant The precarious situation in the Great Lakes region
increase in the present levels of assistance, the hopes fdnas resulted in a large increase in the number of refugees
establishing the bases for lasting political stability will in the region, which has not only put great pressure on
remain uncertain or, at the very least, will not be realized the countries concerned, including Burundi, but has also
soon. constituted an important factor for instability in the

region. Therefore, the international community, including

Burundi's structural problems of underdevelopment the United Nations, has the responsibility to make further
and economic backwardness are additional elements og&fforts to resolve this problem by providing assistance and
instability. It is the international community’s unshirkable creating conditions for the safe return of refugees.
responsibility to address those problems. That is why my
delegation has become a co-sponsor of draft resolution The Chinese delegation has taken an active part in
A/50/L.58 and urges the international community to provide the efforts of the United Nations on the question of
the greatest possible support for the economic recovery andurundi and has participated in the consideration of this
reconstruction of Burundi and to rapidly eliminate any question; we shall continue to do so.
obstacles in the way of providing such assistance.

| take this opportunity finally to say that the Chinese

Mr. Wang Xuexian (China) {nterpretation from  delegation will join in sponsoring draft resolution
Chines¢ The question of Burundi has been under A/50/L.58.
discussion in the General Assembly for three years now. At
present, the political situation in Burundi remains Mr. Gambari (Nigeriay My delegation is
precarious. This is detrimental not only to the economic particularly delighted to contribute to the consideration of
recovery and reconstruction of the country, but also to agenda items 20 (b), entitled “Strengthening of the
peace and stability in the Great Lakes region. The Chinesecoordination of humanitarian and disaster relief assistance
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of the United Nations, including special economic In order to facilitate and ensure the durable

assistance: Special economic assistance to individuakconomic recovery and reconstruction of Burundi, there

countries or regions”, and 26, entitled “The situation in is need to highlight the issues raised in the draft

Burundi”. In this context we wish to express our resolutions contained in documents A/50/L.58 and

appreciation to the Secretary-General for his report of 11A/50/L.59. The international community must urgently

October 1995 (A/50/541) on special emergency assistancerovide the necessary resources and technical support for

for the economic recovery and reconstruction of Burundi. the economic recovery and reconstruction of Burundi. To

this end, we wish to recognize and encourage the

My delegation would wish to state in particular that continued efforts being made by the various agencies of

although the General Assembly, in resolution 49/7, the United Nations system.

requested Member States, the bodies of the United Nations

system and intergovernmental and non-governmental The Acting President: We have heard the last

organizations inter alia to provide Burundians with speaker in the debate on agenda item 20 (b) as it relates

assistance in the reconstruction of the country andto Burundi and on agenda item 26.

emergency assistance for its social and economic recovery,

the revitalization of the economy and the resumption of | should like to inform members that action on draft

development, that country still needs the continued resolutions A/50/L.58 and A/50/L.59 will be taken at a

assistance and support of the international community.  later date this week to be announced.

As an African country, Nigeria remains concerned at Programme of work
the predicament of Burundi and its people, and my country
is committed to see the country pull itself out of its present The Acting President: | should like to clarify for
difficulties with a view to strengthening its national members that on Thursday, 21 December, in the
capacity among the countries of the Great Lakes region inafternoon, the Assembly will take up the reports of the
particular and in the African continent as a whole. It is in Third Committee which have been issued, namely, the
this context that Nigeria has followed with keen interest the reports on agenda item 103 on the elimination of racism
activities of the Organization of African Unity (OAU) in  and racial discrimination, on agenda item 104 on the right
collaboration with the international community for the of peoples to self-determination, on agenda item 105 on
purpose of pursuing intensive political and diplomatic social development, on agenda item 106 on crime
efforts to prevent further instability and civil strife in prevention and criminal justice, on agenda item 108 on
Burundi. international drug control, on agenda item 109 on the

report of the United Nations High Commissioner for

We in Nigeria understand the urgency of these needs,Refugees, on agenda item 110 on the promotion and
because we have been privileged to serve as Chairman gbrotection of the rights of
two Security Council special missions to Burundi to help
contribute to the solution of the potential conflict there. We
therefore commend the work of the special representatives
of the Secretary-General of the United Nations and of the
Secretary-General of the OAU, His Excellency Mr. Salim
Ahmed Salim, in this regard.

The Nigerian delegation would like to bring to the
attention of the Assembly the volatile and unstable situation
caused by the presence in the Great Lakes region of about
2 million to 5 million refugees, many of whom are armed,
in various camps. In addition to the problem of refugees we
also have in the Great Lakes region the difficulties of
security guarantees and the issue of facilitating the
repatriation of displaced persons to their countries of origin
or to other countries where they would prefer to live in
peace and security.
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children and on agenda item 111 on the programme of
activities of the International Decade of the World's
Indigenous Peoples.

On Friday, 22 December, in the afternoon, the
Assembly will consider the remaining reports of the Third
Committee, that is, the reports on agenda item 107 on
advancement of women, on agenda item 112 on human-
rights questions, on agenda item 165 on the implementation
of the outcome of the Fourth World Conference on Women
and on agenda item 12 on the report of the Economic and
Social Council.

The meeting rose at 7.25 p.m.
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