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LETTER DATED 1 FEBRUARY 1996 FROM THE REPRESENTATI VES OF

KAZAKSTAN, KYRGYZSTAN, THE RUSSI AN FEDERATI ON, TAJI KI STAN

AND UZBEKI STAN TO THE UNI TED NATI ONS ADDRESSED TO THE
SECRETARY- GENERAL

I have the honour to transmit herewith the text of the Joint Declaration on
Taji kistan, issued on 19 January 1996 by the Mnisters for Foreign Affairs of
t he Republic of Kazakstan, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Russian Federation, the
Republic of Tajikistan and the Republic of Uzbeki stan.

| should be grateful if this letter and its annex were circulated as a
docunment of the Security Council.

(Signed) A ARYSTANBEKOVA (Signed) S. LAVROV
Per manent Representative of Per manent Representative of
t he Republic of Kazakstan the Russian Federation to
to the United Nations the United Nations
(Signed) R ALI MV (Signed) F. TESHABAEV
Per manent Representative of Per manent Representative of
the Republic of Tajikistan the Republic of Uzbekistan
to the United Nations to the United Nations

(Signed) A. Al TMATOV
Chargé d' affaires a.i.
of the Kyrgyz Republic
to the United Nations
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Annex

Joint Declaration on Tajikistan

The Mnisters for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Kazakstan, the Kyrgyz
Republic, the Russian Federation, the Republic of Tajikistan and the Republic of
Uzbeki stan, participating in the work of the Council of Heads of States menbers
of the Commonweal th of |ndependent States (CIS), affirmed their strong
conviction that a settlenment of the conflict in Tajikistan can be achieved only
by political neans, through dial ogue between the parties and on the basis of
conprom ses and mutual concessions. They express their readiness to continue to
do all they can to sustain the inter-Tajik negotiating process under United
Nat i ons auspi ces.

The first stage of the fifth round of inter-Tajik talks, held at the end of
| ast year at Ashkhabad, was unfortunately not promising. |In this connection the
heads of foreign policy departnments of Kazakstan, Kyrgyzstan, the Russian
Federation and Uzbeki stan expect the negotiators to begin the second stage of
the round at the earliest opportunity and to use that opportunity for intensive
work to identify a real fornmula of national reconciliation and to create an
ef fective mechanismfor the establishment of peace and concord in Tajikistan

The M ni sters enphasi zed that one essential prerequisite for successfu
advancenent of the negotiating process is strict conpliance with the provisions
of the Tehran Agreenent of 17 Septenber 1994 on a provisional cease-fire and the
cessation of other hostilities, comtnment to which was reaffirned by the
parties at Ashkhabad.

The M nisters expressed their concern at the continuing tension on the
Taj i k- Af ghan border as a result of further shelling incidents and attacks on
frontier posts and positions. |In this context they noted the inportant role
pl ayed by the Russian frontier forces and the Kazak and Kyrgyz units in ensuring
that the border is reliably protected and secured.

The heads of foreign policy departnents stressed the highly topical nature
of interaction within the framework of the CI'S Collective Peace-keeping Forces
(CPF), whose presence in Tajikistan remains a vital factor in curbing the
conflict and stabilizing the situation in the country. In this light, the
deci si on adopted at Moscow by the Council of CIS Heads of State to extend the
length of stay of CPF in Tajikistan for a further period of six nmonths unti
30 June 1996 assunes great inportance. The Mnisters noted that one highly
i mportant condition for the further presence of CPF in that country woul d be
effective action by the conflicting parties towards a full settlement of the
situation in Tajikistan

The M nisters for Foreign Affairs of Kazakstan, Kyrgyzstan, the Russian
Federation and Uzbeki stan hope that the Government of Tajikistan will, during
t he af orenenti oned period, take the neasures required to achi eve peace and
stability in Tajik territory.
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The heads of foreign policy departnents of the five States urge the Tajik
opposition to recogni ze the existing Governnent of Tajikistan, to abstain from
mlitary action and acts of terrorismand to pursue political dialogue with a
view to achi eving concord and tranquillity in Tajikistan

Noting the positive role of the United Nations in nmatters relating to a
Tajik settlement, the Mnisters welconed the decision to extend the nmandate of
the United Nations M ssion of Cbservers in Tajikistan, adopted by the Security
Counci|l on 14 Decenber 1995

The M nisters reaffirmed that their countries would do all in their power,
in close cooperation with the Secretary-General of the United Nations and with
the States attending the inter-Tajik tal ks as observers, to facilitate nationa
reconciliation and concord in Tajikistan and to pronote a productive
prol ongation of the inter-Tajik dialogue for this purpose.

19 January 1996



