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INTRODUCTION

1. On the recommendation of the General Committee, the General Assembly decided,
at its 3rd plenary meeting, on 19 September 1980, to include in the agenda of its
thirty-fifth session the item entitled "Report of the International Law Commission
on the work of its thirty-second session" .!/ (item 106) and to allocate it to the
Sixth Committee.

2. The Sixth Committee considered the item at its 25th, 30th, 33rd, 37th, 43rd
to 60th and 72nd meetings, on 21, 21 and 30 October, 4 and 10 to 24 November and
3 December 1980. 2/ At its 72nd meeting, on 3 December, the Committee adopted by
consensus draft resolution A/C.6/35/L.20, sponsored by 39 Member States.

3. The General Assembly, at its 95th meeting on 15 December 1980, adopted
without a vote resolution 35/163, as recommended by the Sixth Committee. By
paragraph 13 of that resolution, the Assembly requested the Secretary-General to,
inter alia, prepare and distribute a topical summary of the discussion on the
Commission's report at the thirty-fifth session of the General Assembly. The
present topical summary has been prepared by the Secretariat in compliance with
that request.

DISCUSSION

A. General comments on the work of the International Law
Commission and the codification process

4. Representatives generally expressed satisfaction with the amount and quality
of the work accomplished by the International Law Commission at its thirty-second
session. It Was welcomed in particular that at that session the Commission had
taken into consideration the General Assembly's recommendations contained in its
resolution 34/141 of 17 December 1979 and had achieved substantial progress,
successfully completing all major aspects of its planned tasks. It was observed
that at its thirty-second session the Commission had concluded the first reading
of sets of draft articles dealing with fundamental aspects of contemporary
international law and ha~ considered all but one of the eight items on its
agenda. That was seen as an extremely eatisfactory and remarkable achievement,
considering the high quality of work. The Special Rapporteurs were praised for
their contributions to the success of the Commission's work.

!I Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fifth Session,
SUEplement No. 10 (A/3S/10).

2/ A/C.6/35/SR.25, 30, 33, 37, 43-60 and 72.

/ ...
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s. Great importance WAS attached by representatives to the progressive
development of international law and its codification, the primary task entrusted
to the Int~rnationalLawCommission by th~ General Assembly in its resolution
174 (11) of 21 November 1947 and Statute annexed thereto. It WyS said that over
the years, as the international community grew and developed, there was an
increasing need to codify existing rules and move into new areas by the carefully
balanced progressive development of international law. The commentaries and
pfoposals contained in the report of the Commission would, it was said, play an
effective role in the development of international law and the establishment of a
sound and integrated legal system based on justice and equality in international
relations.

6. It was said by one representative that the work of the United Nations on the
codification and progressive development of international law played a leading
role in the organization's efforts to implement the principles of the Charter by
drafting fair and equitable legal rules designed to ensure the peaceful
development of international relations, to strengthen peace and security, to
encourage the peaceful settlement of disputes, and to promote co-operation among
States and the establishment of a new world economic order. From that point of
view, the work of the International Law Commission deserved high praise. Over the
past quarter of a century, the results of that work had found expression in a
considerable number of multilateral conventions on such important subjects as the
law of treaties, diplomatic law and the law of the sea. A decisive contribution
to the success of the work of COdification and progressiv~ development of law in
those fields had been made by: the realistic approach ado,pted by the Commission
according to which international law emanated from the will of States; its
constant concern to identify the normS of law already crystallized or in the
process of being crystallized in the current practice of the States members of the
international community; its prUdent, critical approach to precedents and old
legal theories, in the light of the new phenomena of international life and the
needs of the peaceful coexistence of nations; lastly, the care it took to
formulate legal norms in conformity with the purposes and principles of the
Charter, which had been enshrined and developed in numerous political and legal
instruments and in the practice of states, of the United Nations and of other
international organizations. The emergence on the world scene of new sovereign
and independent States had revealed that relations of friendship and co-operation
among States were based on respect for the principles of complete equality of
rights, independence and national sovereignty, non-interference in internal
affairs, non-use of forqe, peaceful settlement of disputes and the right of every
people to decide its own destiny. The Commission had had to take acqount of those
principles and should continue to do so if it wanted its juridical work to be
acceptable to the majority of Member States. The progress made by the Commission
at its thirty-second session gave reason to hope that it would further increase
its contribution to the progressive development of international law, bearing in
mind the requirements of the establishment of a new international economic and
political order.

7. It was noted with satisfaction by another representative that in its work
on the development and codification of international law, the International Law
Commission had gradualJy eliminated Some of the outdated ideas and influences
of the so-called traditional law of the past and had begun to pay attention to
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the reasonable proposals and practice of the numerous developing countries.
International law would have vitality and play a positive role in contemporary
international relations only if it truthfully reflected objective reality and the
requirements of the normal development of those re1ations. In addition, the view
was expressed that although the States of the third world had succeeded in
breaking the shackles of colonial domination and had become free, independent and
sovereign States, the spectres of neo-colonialism, neo-imperialism, economic
enslavement, hegemonism and armed intervention were still present. Customary
international law still existed in a jungle of conflicting international practices
in which one could always discover a precedent to support State practice, however
arbitrary or unjust it might be. It was for that reason that the efforts of the
International Law Commission to give international law the attribute of certainty
by codifying it and progressively developing it into a system that would be
acceptable to the world community were to be commended.

8. Certain repre~entatives stressed the need for the Commission to bear in mind
present-day realities and the need to find legal solutions to the pressing
problems facing the contemporary international community. In order to play its
part in the development of an international order based on the rule of law, the
Commission should deal not only with the traditio~al problems it had been
examining for years, but also with new issues posed by the qualitative changes in
international relationsu It must not ignor~ the ~eeds of the peoples of the third
world or fail to take part in the realization of their aspirations. Furthermore,
according to one view, while it should be stressed that the Commission had done a
great deal of useful work in the development and codification of internatiohal
law, it must be pointed out in all fairness that the Commission dealt with some
items which were qUi.te outdated and divorced from current realities. As a result,
the complicated articles on those items were of little prac~ical significance.

9. Disagreement was expressed with the view that the Commission, owing to its
very success in codifying and developing large areas of public international law,
had lost some of the sense of urgency and relevance that had characterized its
work during the first decades of its existence. The Commission's work, according
to this view, had lost none of its interest or importance. While it might be that
some of th~ most important areas of international law had already been dealt with
by the Commission, its work programme still reflected a clear sense of
continuity. The suggestion ~lat the Commission was not fulfilling its traditional
function of expanding and clarifying the corpus of international law could not be
accepted.

10. At the same time, it was essential, according to this view, t~ ensure that
the Commission lost none of its impetus and that its work remained in the
forefront of thinking in the field of international law. The law must keep pace
with shifting realities, while still promoting order and stability. The
Commission shOUld not shrink from undertaking new and difficult tasks or from
breaking new theoretical ground. The Commission had justly acquired a high
reputation in both t.he Codification and the progressive development of
international law. In the future, it would probably have to devote its energies
more to progressive development than to codification. That might involve the
Commission and its members in some controversy and might lead to unacceptable
suggestions that it was becomin~ too political and should restrict itself to more

/ ...
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conservative codification work3 Current trends compelled the Commission to take
up the many challenges posed by evolving social, economic and technological
conditions. There were no safe havens left, not even for international lawyers.
At some point, the concern for stability must take into account the paradox that
stability c.'Ould be maintained only through responsiveness to change.

11. One representative said that the important role which the International Law
Commission had played in the codification of international law since the Second
World War had been considerably mOdified in recent years. The Commission had no
part, for example, in the continuing Third United Nations Conference on the Law of
the Sea, despite the fact that it had drafted the original text of the Conventions
adopted by the firt3i. United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea. The
drafting of other conventions in such fields as outer space and the environment
had likewise been undertaken by forums other than the Commission. That exclusion
might. well be due to a belief that the Commission was not suitable for drafting
con~entions in highly technical fields, but his own conviction was that the
Commission could have a part to play in such areas if its methods of work could be
improved. Also, the fact that a considerable number of former members of the
Commission had become JUdges of the International Court of Justice, though welcome
in itself, should not encourage the view that the Commission was a stepping-stone
to election to the Court. The Co~~ission had its own mission, which was to
contribute to international peace and the welfare of mankind by pursuing the
progressive development and c~dification of international law, a task which was no
less important than that of the International Court.

12. Referring to the international law-making process, another representative
observed that over the past decades the membership of the United Nations had
tripled, and as a result there had been a dramatic change in that process. The
traditional rules of customary and conventional law had previously been produced
by a small number of States, and were in line with the interests and notions of
justice of those States. In recent years the task of international law-making had
been shared by ,~\1 members of the international community, in accordance with the
principle of sovereign equality. Newly independent states had been able to
par~cicipate on an equal footing both in the Sixth Committee and in multilateral
treaty-making conferences, and had thus been able to put forward their ideas of
justice. Two striking examples were the adoption of the notions of jEs cogens and
the invalidity of treaties imposed through the threat or use of force, which had
been embodied in the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties in 1969. Again, at
the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea, new ideas such as the
exclusive economic zone and the common heritage of mankind had been introduced and
were likely to be adopted. At the same time, many traditional norms of
international law had btJ'en retained with the agreement of newly independent
States. The new app~o~~h to international law-making had included such landmarks
as the Vienna Conventi~l on Diplomatic Relations and the Vienna Convention on the
Law of Treati~s, and the adoption by the General Assembly of the Declaration on
principles of International Law concerning friendly Relations and Co-operation
among States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the
Definition of Aggression. However, his delegation deeply regretted t,hat
international rules, even peremptory norms of international law, were still being
broken) a fundamental change in t:he attitude of States was r.equired if
international legal order was to become a reality.
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13. The Commit~ee was reminded by one representative that in the 1960s severe
criticisms had been made of the short-comings of traditional international law,
precisely because that law had developed out of the practice of a group of States
to the exclusion of the interests of States which were attaining independence.
While that situation had to a large extent been remedied, since all Governments
expressed an opinion and contributed to the perfecting of legal rules, the
responsibility for the progressive development of the law must fall on every
member Government without exception. with fullest realization of its role, the
Sixth Committee would have itself partly to blame if ultimately the contents of
international law on any given topic still failea to correspond to the needs of
the overwhelming majority of nations. Within the Committee, every delegation
could even state that it did not subscribe to the change in the law and felt
itself bound by the old anachronistic law which could best serve its immediate
interests. Fortunately, such a view was becoming increasingly rare and the
statement that rules of international law could not evolve without the consent of
all States was losing ground. In point of fact, new rules were emerging every day
without the consent of every State and it had become generally accepted that, just
~s every State could participate in international law-making, none could ~bstruct

it. Thus, there was a transition from the theory of consent to the expression of
consensus, ot the collective views of the members of the community of nations,
regarrless of their social, political or economic systems. Consequently, the
notable improvements in international law over the past few years were
attributable to the wider participation of States in the international law-making
process. Moreover, with better rules of law, States would be better prepared to
settle ~~eir disputes by peaceful means.

14. One i'epresentative perceived that in the discussion on the important
question~ involved in the progressive development and codification of
international law, there had been a confrontation in the Sixth Committee between
the int~r~ational positions of States with different social systems. The position
of St~tes which were opposed to co-operation and detente with respect to the
codification of fundamental principles of international law was closely linked to
the policy of force pursued by those States in international relations.
Old-fashioned international law, which served only the interests of a few States,
re~ognized the supremacy of force in international relations and contained norms
and institutions for the colonial subjugation of peoples, was not a just law.
However, because of the changes which had taken place on the international stage,
the situation had begun to evolve and international law had undergone changes
aimed at the consolidation of peaceful coexistence. His delegation believed that
the development of co-operation among States and the maintenanoe of international
peace and det~nte, which conferred increasing importance on the role played by
international law in the world, made it necessary for the Commission to intensify
its work and broaden its field of action.

15. A number of rep,esentatives emphasized the harmonious interaction between the
Sixth Committee and the Int~rnational Law Commission. That interaction between
the Sixth Committee, an intergovernmental body representing the full membership of
the United Nations, and the International Law Commission, with its limited
membership of experts serving in their personal capacity, was most important in
ensuring that the work relating to the progressive development and codification of
international law was in keeping with political realities and contemporary ideas.
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It was said that the Commission's report was the corner-stone of tha work of the
Coaittee on the codification and progressive development of international law.
Confidence was expressed that as a result of the traditionally fruitful
co-operation with the Sixth Committee, the Commission would successfully fulfil
its .ission in the interest of the constant development of international law and
friendly relations among States. It was said that by means of the annual
resolution on the report of the International Law Commission the General Assembly
.aintained a dialogue with the Commission, the latter being the main
insttlment through which the Assembly implemented the provisions of Article 13,
paragraph 1 (a) of the Charter.

16. Comments were also made by certain representatives regarding the need for
Governments to increase their participation in the work of the Commission by
responding more fUlly to requests for comments (see also the introductory
statement by the Chairman of the Commission, A/C.6/35/SR.25, para. 94). It was
said that attempts shoUld and would be made to improve the record in that regard;
Governments should be urged to respond as fUlly and expeditiously as possible to
the requests of the Commission for comments and observations on its draft articles
and questionnaires, and for materials on topics on its programme of work.

17. In that connexion, one representative remarked that Governments were called
on to submit comments to draft articles all too frequently. It had sometimes
happened that by the time comments on specific draft articles had been transmitted
the ~ammission had adopted new draft articles, making those comments out of date.
He huped ~~at when the Commission decided to call for Government comments it would
bear that point in mind.

B. Succession ,of States in respect of matters other than treaties

1. Comments on the draft articles as a whole

18. The representatives who addressed themselves to succession of States in
respect of matters other than treaties noted with satisfaction that the
International Law Commission had, at its thirty-second session, adopted four new
articles on State archives, thus completing the first reading of the Addendum on
that matter and, at the same time, of the whole draft on the topic in conformity
with the recommendations of the General Assembly in resolution 34/141.
Representatives paid tribute to the efforts of the Special Rapporteur,
Mr. Mohammed Bedjaoui, whose twelve reports were an outstanding contribution
to advancing the work of codification and progressive development undertaken on
the topic. Support was also expressed for the Commission's decision that the
additional draft articles on State archives should be submitted to Governments of
Member States for their observations~

19. It was noted that the provisions of the draft would be given a second reading
bf the Commission at its thirty-third session, taking into account the written
comments of Governments and views expressed in the Sixth Committee. In this
regard, certain representatives drew attention to the fact that their Governments
had submitted or would be submitting in writing their detailed comments on the
draft.
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20. In this connexion, one representative indicated that when studying the
commentaries on the group of articles on state archives he had noticed that the
Commission had not drawn only from legal materials. He therefore thought that
arrangements should be made for intergovernmental or non-governmental
organizations qualified in the matter of archives and historical documentation to
be invited to examine the draft articles and submit their observations to the
Commission. That task could be left to the Secretariat and the Special
Rapporteur. One representative expressed the hope that undue time and effort
would not be devoted to the second reading of those articles so that it could be
completed at the Commission's next session. It was also stated that the process
of the codification of international law would D~ significantly advanced with the
emergence of a universally acceptable legal instrument on this topic that would
ensure the equitable settlement of disputes which, although they did not
themselves lead to conflict, carried th~ seeds of misunderstanding between nations.

21. It was observed that the draft on succession of States in respect of matters
other than treaties was a sequel to the Vienna Convention on Succession of States
in Respect of Treaties. In this regard, one representative was of the view that
the draft articles on succession of States in respect of matters other than
treaties should not be considered as providing complete coverage of the subject in
conjunction with the Vienna Convention on ~uccession of States in Respect of
Treaties; it was not intended as an exhaustive draft and should not be bO

regarded. Another representative stated that the drafting of articles on
succession of States in respect of matters other than treaties had proved more
difficult than expected. It had therefo~e been necessary, and in his view
purposeful, to restrict the study to succession to State property and debts and to
leave aside, for instance, matters of nationality.

(a) Title of the draft

22. Some representatives referred to the title of the draft. It was said that
the term "in respect of matters other than treaties" cavered a wide range of
topics while the draft articles concerned only succession to State property, State
debts and state archives. Thus, further study would be required on how to
harmon.ize the title of the draft articles with their content. It was also said
that the general title of the draft articles should be changed to reflect the
total content of the articles, which would have one part devoted to State property
and another part devoted to State debts, but would not cover such questions as
nationality and acquired rights. In order not to give the false impression that
all matters relating to succession of States in respect of matters other than
treaties had been covered, the present set of draft articles should be entitled
"Succession of States in respect of property and debts". In the view of one
representative, both formulas conwidered by the CommiBsion had advantages and
disadvantages. In any event, the title's precision should not be sacrificed.

(b) Retroactivity of the future codifica~ion instru~

23. In the opinion of one representative, the Commission ought to indicate
whether a convention on succession of States in respect of matte~s other than
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treaties should, as he believed, have retroactive effect. Such a convention 'Would
. be unu$ual in that parties to it would be States existing at the time but the

convention would only benefit entities not yet existing as States. It was to be
supposed that a "successor state", after coming into existence/ would accede to
the convention in order to be in a position to invoke its provisions towards the
predeces~ state. It was also said that the recent experiences of newly
independent states showed clearly the extent of the diffiCUlties facing those
states with regard to the recovery of their archives from the predecessor State.
It was to be hoped that the draft articles would rectify such situations by

, stipulating the principle of retroactivity with a view to the elimination of
injustices in international relations.

(c) Addendum on state archives

24. Most of the representatives who spoke on the topic limited their observations
to the provisions of the Addendum on state archives and especially, to the four
articles adopted by the Commission at its thirty-second session. It was felt
appropriate that the Commission had focused its attention on the question of State
archives at its ~st recent session in view of the importance which many
countries, and particularly those of the third world, attached to the issue.
The topic was important not only for neWly independent countries but also from a
wider practical aspect. The significance of prOVisions covering succession to
state archives was quite clear. State archives were not simply part of the

. general patrimony or cultural heritage of a State; they constituted an important
elelQent in the es tabl ishmen t of the Sta tEi and in some cases, they could be
eSsential to national development. Data on prospecting for natural resources, for
instance, would be important in the location of townships and communities. One
would hardly wish to locate a community within an area having great potential for
the extraction of mineral or other strategic resources. The failure to transfer
archives could therefore hinder national development. One representative observed
that since the restoration of its sovereignty, his own country had consistently
endeavoured to regain possession of that vital element of its national heritage.
Apart from their emotional significance, archives were of considerable practical
importance for administrative purposes, social and economic development and
CUltural progress, and it was essential that international co-operation in that
field should be organized on a basis of justice and equity.

25. one representative indicated that he was not convinced that codification in
respect of succession of states to archives was either possible or even
d$sirable. It was true that many difficulties had arisen between States on that
question, and that it might appear desirable to suggest specific solutions; but an
international rule, even one that purported to be part of the progressive
development of international law, should be based on sufficiently well-established
state practice. As indicated in paragraph (20) of the commentary to article C,
that was not the case for State archives.

26. On the other hand, many representatives consideted that in elaborating its
draft articles on state archives, and in particular articles C to F, the

• commission had applied the right criterion of giving due weight to conventional
practice a~d the practice of State., while not excluding the possibility of more
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equitaole and just solutions, whenever it was found necessary. Since State
practice relating to that question was often deeply rooted in historical
situations and was somewhat suspect, the Commission had not relied solely on State
practice in developing the principles to be included in the draft but had
endeavoured to provide more equitable SOlutions. It was not only codification but
an effort to develop the law.

27. It was said that the Commission had been right to study conventional practice
in that regard, and it was noted that the Special Rapporteur and the Commission as
a whole had given in their commentaries as full a picture as possible of the
subject under consideration, \,hich made it possible to follow the evolution of the
process of crystallization of the rules set forth in the draft articles. In this
connexion it was also stated by one representative that his Government had not
encountered any insuperable difficulties in obtaining access to the archives of
the two imperial Powers which had immediately preceded his State, partly thanks to
modern inventions for the preservation and transmission of documents. Those
technological advances might have greatly facilitated the solution of the material
problems of the transmission of archives and reduced the significance of the
political and legal aspects of the question. During the second reading, the
Commission should take another look at the articles from that practical point of
view.

28. It was pointed out that in recognition of the fact that State archives were
far more than just a collection of documents but were, actually, part of the
cultural heritage of peoples, the Ccmmission had acknowledged the need for
separate provisions dealing with such archives to protect that heritage, in
particular in the case of newly independent States. The four new draft articles
were designed to apply to State archives the basic principles applicable to State
property in the four different situations contemplated. There was a natu~al link
between article C and article 10, between article D and article 12, and between
articles E and F and articles 13 and 14. It was also said that the cases covered
in particular by articles C, E and F could not be deduced from the general rules
governing the passing of State property, and that it was therefore essential to
make specific provision for such cases when State archives were passed. The four
new articles effectively completed the series of provisions on state archives.

29. Some representatives stressed that State archives, which consisted of
documents of fundamental interest to the Sta'te, especially those of an economic,
political and strategic nature, should pass to the successor State. In
partiCUlar, it was essential to ensure that the archives of newly independent
States were protected. It was therefore necessary that, upon attainment of
independence, there should be an obligation on the part of the pr~decessor State
to transfer the archives to their rightful owner.

30. Many representatives emphasized that the basic rule embodied in the articles
on State archives reflected the need for agreement on succession to State archives
and, in the absence of such agreement, important residual principles applied which
were designed to bring about an equitable result in the cases of succession
envisaged. In this regard it was said that such agreements must be freely entered
into; for newly independent States, the previous relationship of dependence left
the parties to the agreement in unequal bargaining positions. The same applied to
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the relationship between victor and v~~quished at the end of hostilities. It was
alao stated that such agreements should not infringe the right of the peoples to
development, to information about their history and to their cultural heritage.

31. Several representatives stressed the basic principles applied in regard to
State property, in addition to agreement, which were used for finding a just
solution to the various cases of succession to State archives. Reference was made
to the indiVisibility of archives, the inseparable link between archives and the
territory transferred and the possibility of reproducing documents in order to
preserve the integrity of archives without restricting their accessibility.
Mention was also made in this connexion of the necessity of efficient
administrative and State management of a given territory and of the position of
third States, which although not parties to the succession, had rights and
obligations vis-a~vis the predecessor and successor States.

32. In the opinion of one representative, the work done on archives over the past
two years had set a standard of reasonableness from two complementary points of
view. First, it ensured that a new State was equipped with its documents of
title, proofs of its heritage. Secondly, it also ensured that there remained
unbroken sets of archives that told a coherent story, available not only to the
country in which the collection was housed, but also to other interested countries.

33. Several representatives agreed that the articles, as a whole, sufficiently
protected the interests of the successor State while safeguarding the rights of
the predecessor State. It was said in this connexion that by taking particular
account of the interests of territories to which the succession of State archives
related, but also insisting on the necessity of co-operation between successor and
predecessor States when joint use of archives was indispensable, the Commission
had again confirmed the significance of its role in the progressive development of
international law in accordance with new relations and requirements. The draft
atticles on State archives were deemed by a number of representatives as
constituting a suitable basis for future work on the SUbject.

34. certain representatives commented on the system of the articles on State
archives. tn the opinion of one representative, the more geographically unified
the successor State, the more absolute the need to transfer the archives. Another
representative described the system as foll~s: in article B, the basic rule was
that the archives which had belonged to the territory and had bl!!come State
archives of the predeces90t state during the period of dependance, and the
archives for the normal administration of the territory, should pass to the newly
independent State. Under article D, all State archives should pass to the
successor State. In the other three cases (arts. C, E and F), only residual rules
were prescribed, failing agreement betwean the Sta~es concerned. In all three
categories, the interests of the successor state were paramount, although they
were equitably balanced agains~ the interests of other States, including the
predecessor Statu. Thus, in the residual rules for the third category, the
documents relating to the normal administration of the successor States and those
whiCh related directly to the territory ~o which the succession of States related
should pass to the successor State (art. C, para. 2) art. E, para. lJ and art. F,
para. 1). The predecessor State shOUld pro~ide the successor State with the best
available evidence of documents pertaining to questions concerning title to the
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territory or its boundary (arts. B, C, E and P). Agreements relating to the
passing of archives should not infringe the rights of the peoples of those States
to development, to information and to their cultural heritage (arts. B, E And P).
Provision was also made for the supply of reproductions of documents to each other
at the expense of the requesting State (arts. B, C, E and F). Finally, under
article F, paragraph 6, the question of the unity of state archives would also be
considered by the successor states.

(d) Placing of the addendum

35. It was pointed out that the Commission had not yet settled the question
whether the articles concerning State archives should form a separate section of
part II of the draft articles or a separate part of the draft altogether. Several
representatives expressed preference for the latter solution. It was said in this
regard that even though State archives were movable property, they had special
characteristics arising from the need for administrative continuity and for unity
to protect the interests of historical research; the immense physical and cultutal
value that State archives had for both the history and the destiny of the
successor State could hardly be doubted. The treatment of state archives must
differ from that accorded to State property in general because of their physical
nature, the diversity of their contents according to country and their disparate
legal, administrative, scientific, historical, cultural and educational
functions. Taking into account the fact that state archives constituted a special
category in that they were both State property and part of the cultural heritage
of a people, the relevant provisions should, in the view of certain
representatives, be inserted in the draft articles as an independent part III
following article 14. The new part III would be followed by the provisions
relating to State debts as part IV. It was said in this connexion that from the
definition of State archives it followed that they should be classified as
tangible property and should as such take priority over State debts. On the other
hand, some representatives considered that the draft articles on State archives
were so closely related to part 11 of the draft, on State property, that it would
not be appropriate to make them an entirely separate section. The draft articles
on State archives should be included in part 11, since such archives were a
specific form of movable State property, although they could form a section of
their own within part 11. In so doing, it was said, the text prepared, which was
too extensive, could be simplified. In the opinion of one representative,
archives were so obviously property that it might be SUfficient be add in
article 2 a definition of "property" that covered archives.

(e) Form of the addendum

36. One representative observed that in paragraph 14 of its report the Commission
had indicated that it had an open mind on the ultimate disposition of articles A
to F. He thought that, because of their intrinsic merits and the special nature
of their SUbject-matter, they did no~ really belong to the draft articles on
succession of States in respect of matters other than treaties and might well form
the SUbject of a brief treaty, which could probably be completed in one session
of the sixth Committee, without prejudicing the other work to be -done on the
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sucoession of States. Another representative agreed that the provisions on the
..tter should perhaps even take the form of a small independent convention. On
the other hand, one representative did not consider that the draft articles on
arohives should form a separate draft. They were too specific in substance and
too broad in terms of the solutions proposed to form a convention of their own.
Nor would it be appropriate to put them into a separate resolution, whether
connected with the remainder of the draft articles on state succession in respect
of matters other than treaties or not.

2. Comments on the various draft articles

37. Many representatives commented on specific articles of the draft, whether
adopted at the Commission's thirty-second or preceding sessions. The comments
made on individual articles, as well as on elements common to several of those
articles, are summarized below under appropriate headings~ Several
representatives expressed in general their support for all the articles of the
draft. Many representatives endorsed, also in general, the articles on State
archives adopted by the Commission at its thirty-first and thirty-second
ae8sions. Certain representative~ reiterated their support for articles A and B.
It WaS said in this connexit~ that they were on the whole acceptable since they
seemed to take equally into account the various elements involved, name~y the
interests of the predecessor State and the successor State and the rights of their
respective peoples. Many representatives also expressed their general agreement
with the four additional articles on State archives (articles C, D, E and F)
adopted by the C~i88ion at its last session. However, one representative
regretted to say that those four articles did not adequately cover the situations
they were intended to cover.

Article 2. Use of ter~

38. In the opinion of one representative there appeared to be a contradiction
between paragraph 1 (a) and article 16 (b) (see below, article 16).

39. One representative considered that p!ragraph 2 was superfluous because it
repeated what was said in paragraph 1 and also because every treaty was an
autonomous text, a "closed system" of legal rules. Moreover, it was unnecessary
to refer to the "use" of termsJ the reference to "the meanings which may be given
to them" was enough. If the paragraph was to be retained, the words "or in
internatiOnal treaties" shOUld be added.

Article S. State propertf

40. One representative proposed that in the text and the title of article 5 the
words "movable or immovable" should be added.

41. In the view of anOther representative, article 5 contained a definition and
should therefore form part of article 1. Since "property" was rights, and since
the word "interests" made sense in the context only if it meant "rights·, he
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wondered why three words had been used to define "State propert3~;o. In article 5,
the words "including private international law" should be added after the words
"internal law", because a State mi9ht have rights in accordance with the law of
another State if the private international law of the first State so provided.

Article 7. Date of the pa9~ing of State property

and
Article 8. Passing of state property without compensation

42. One representative considered that in view of the words "unless otherwise
agreed or decided" in articles 7 and 8, the decision would be either bilateral or
unilateral. If bilateral it would be agreement, and decision therefore meant
unilateral. There then arose the question by whom the decision was to be taken.
Ho pointed out that article 13, paragraph 1, and article 14, paragraph 1, omitted
any reference to decision.

Article 9. Absence of effect of a succession of states
on third party State eropert2

43. In the opinion of one representative, the words "inclUding private
international law" should be added after the words "internal law", because a State
might have rights in accordance with the law of another State if the private
international law of the first State so provided.

Article 11. Newly independent Stat,e

44. One representative considered that in the case contemplated in article 11 the
predecessor State must disclose the nature of the property involved of which the
successor State might have no knowledge. The obligations on the part of the
predecessor State under the article also included in his view the return, free of
cost to the successor State, of any property that had been removed from its
territory, wherever such property might be.

45. One representative considered that in paragraph 1 (a), for the sake of legal
precision, the words "having belonged to the territory" shOUld be replaced, since
property did not belong to a territory but to a person, natural or legal, such as
a State.

46. In the opinion of another representative, it was quite appropriate that
earagraeh 4 should emphasize that agreements concluded between the predecessor
State and the newly independent State not to implement the provisions of
paragraphs 1 to 3 of the same article shOUld not. infringe the principle of
permanent sovereignty of every people over its wealth and natural resources.
However, in addition to enjoying permanent sovereignty over its natural resources,
an independent State also had to have the right to adopt suitable means to
exercise effective control over its resources and their exploitation. If the
agreements between the predecea,or State and the newly independent State merely
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~cknowl.dged the foraer right and made various restrictive provisions regarding
the newly independent state's economic activities, then that state would still
find it very difficult to shake off its economic subordination. It was completely
COrrect that the Decl~ration on the Establishment of a New International Economic
Order Ihould stress that the new order should be founded on full respect for,
inter alia, the principle of full permanent sovereignty of every State over its
natural re.ources and all economic activities. He therefore proposed that the

--~~d. ~~,d all GCcr~=!c ~ctiyitie~~ BhQ~ld be added after the words "natural
r ••ource.- in paragraph 4, in order to protect more effectively the interests of
the newly independent state.

Article l~. state debt

41. In the opinion of one representative, the most important point in the draft
article. was still the dUfinition of "State debt". Almost the first rule of
codification on a universal scale was a law of coexistence: a draft b~at

.anifestly suited the circumstances of a capitalist economy better than those of a
~cialist economy, or one that suited a socialist economy better than a capitalist
econo~, would not appeal to the world at large. It might serve a regional
purpose but: it was not a technique of global COdification. That Ultimately was
why the definition of debt was so important. The draft articles could do no more
than deal with the moment of time in which one State was Dubstituted for another
in reaponaibility for the international relations of a particular piece of

. territory. After that, the normal rules of state responsibility towards other
states had their natural play. The present rules could only determine by which
international person debts were owed; and, from the standpoint of those rules, it
was immaterial whether a debt was owed to another state or to a private individual.

48. It was also said that it did not appear valid to make a distinction between
debts according to the nature of the debts or the creditor, and that that part of
the dratt should be re-examined. It wo~ld seem elementary that, if the draft
article. were to succeed, they must apply to debts arising both from foreign State
loana contracted or4 a t;;overnment-to-Government basis, and from those raised in a
free market. It might fiot be neces.ary to retain the two separate clauses of
article 16 as it currently stood) but it was essential to retain the existing
scope of the article.

49. one representative considered that the provisions of article 16 were very
unclear as to the question whether State debts should include private debts. For
exaaple, what did "subject of international law" refer to? The problem was a
controversial one. Did the words Many other fi~ancial obligation" include
pbligationa which came abq~t illegally? Judging from the language of article 16,
the creditor Might be a Utat., an international organization, a foreign natural or
juridical person, 0: 6~an a natural or juridical person of the debtor State.
Actually, the purp()se of that section of the draft articles was mainly to $ettle
debts between Stat,ea. The debts a State owed to private persons, especially the
debt. owed to ita own people and enterprises, should be regUlated under domestic
law and were beyond the scope of the pre.ent topic.
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50. Furthermore, one representative reiterated bis delegation's view that since
the type of debt known as ~odious debts" went against the principle of national
liberation and decolonization, the draft articles should have an explicit
provision embodying the principle of non-succession to odious debts so as to
forestall future controversy.

51. One representative was of the view that article 16 contained a definition and
should be removed to article 2, paragraph 1.

52. In the view of one representati.ve in par4'3raph Ca) the expI~uu;!on "any other
subject of international law" might create difficulties, since the theory that
private individuals were also SUbjects of international law had many followers,
and the use in legal texts of terms that were controversial in legal theory shOUld
be avoided.

53. According to one representative, there appeared to be a contradiction between
article 2, subparagraph 1 (a) and article 16, paragraen (b)J analysis of the
former provision gave the impression that account must be taken only of
obligations stemming from international law, namely, those referred to in
article 16 (a), while article 16 (b) referred to "any other financial obligation
chargeable to a State".

Article 19. Transf~~ of part of the territory of a State

54. In the opinion of one representative, the words "property, rights and
interests" in paragraph 2 should be replaced by "State property" •

Article 20. Newly independent State

55. In the opinion of one representative, the article did not seem very balanced.

56. One representative considered that paragraph 1 was far from clear and lent
itself to various interpretations) it shOUld therefore be amended.

57. In the view of one representative, paragraph 2 raised unnecessary questions
which might limit the freedOm of action of newly independent States, which
appeared to conflict with the intention of the rest of the draft. Another
representative considered that the question of the debts of a newly independent
State was a complicated one, and in dealing with it that State's right to
development must be taken into account and linked with the establishment of the
new international economic order. The develop~n9 countries' external debt burden
should be reduced as much as posDible; he therefore proposed that the words "to
ensure that the normal development of the newly independent State will not be
affected by excessive indebtedness· shOUld be added aft9r the words "the
fundamental economic equilibria of the newly independent StateQ in paragraph 2.

58. One representative welcomed the adoption of articles 19, 20, 22 and 23, which
basically provided for the passing of an equitable proportion of €he State debt of
the predecessor State to the successor State and established the principle that
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the agreement between the predecessor State and a newly independent successor
State should not endanger the fundamental economic equilibria of the latter State.

Article A. State archives

59. Several representatives expressed misgivings about the definition of State
archives contained in article A and hoped that it would be redrafted in second
reading. In the view of one representative~ the definition could have been
clearer and more precise. It would have been better to omit the reference to
the predecessor and successor States and define State archives in article 2 as
"the collection of documents, irrespective of their kind or date, belonging to
a given State". Such a definition would be more in conformity with the concept
of State archives as referred to in articles B, C, D, E and F. Another
representative considered that more particulars should be given of the type of
documents referred to, such as maps and so forth.

60. One representative said that at the previous session his delegation had
expressed satisfaction with article A since it had considered the definition of
the term "~rchives" appropriate for the purpose of newly independent States.
However, at that time his delegation had expressed doubts about the usefulness of

. including further provisions on State archives relating to other types of State
succession. It was difficult now to accept the proposed definition for the other
Cases under consideration in articles C, 0, E and F as the real meaning of the
second requirement of the definition embodied in the words "and had been preserved
by it as State arChives" was difficult to perceive in the context of the very
complex legal issues involved. That part of the definition seemed to be based on
a circular argument, and was therefore not satisfactory.

6A¥ One r~presentatlve, reaffirming the reservation made in 1979 with regard to
the definition of State archives, stated that he continued to believe that the
Commission should examine the concept further, in order to avoid a situation in
which the same treatment \'Ias accorded to documents dealing with facts, situlitions
and persons linked to th{>~ territory which was the SUbject of the succession as to

. documents whicll served only indirectly to facilitate normal administration of the
territory but which deserved to be classified in the category of works of art
forming part of the historical and cult'lral heritage of a country in whose
territory they were situated. In the opinion of another representative a
definition of ~St&te archives" as "the collection of documents of all kinds" would
leave out historical objets d'art which we~e not documents but were highly
cherished by the newly independent State because they represented the civilization
and characteristics of its people. He wondered whether it might be possible to
consider broadening the definition of State archives to include not only "the
collection of documents of all kinds", but also "other records and cultural

·objets d'art which reflect historical development". If it was difficult to
include historical and cultural objets d'art in the part on State archives, then

• , the part on State property should contain ne~~ssary provisions on their disposal.
Another important question was tha~ of restitution of objets diar~ to their
original owners. In drafting the articles on succession to State archives, the
Commission should give due attention to that point.
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Article B. Newly independent state

62. In the opinion of one representative, paragraph 1 (b). of article B would
remain somewhat insipid without a precise definition of St~te archives, since it
referred to archives passing to the newly independent Stat.e as archives requirea
for normal administration of the ter:'·~ry. It would be more appropriate to refer
to the passing of archives belonging to the successor territory.

63. In the view of one representative, paragraph ~ assumed that archives
belonging to the territory to ~~ich the successor rel&ted might not be adequate
for its proper administration and consequently allowed for appropriate
reproduction of other parts of the archives of the predecessor State and, in
particular, of archives of interest to the independent territory.. Such archives
need not necessarily be of importance to the territory, since it would be
sufficient for them to include any information of benefit to the territory.
A distinction had been drawn between "benefit" and "interest" in paragraph 2.
Another representative considered that the disposition of archives by mutual
agreement was more likely to give rise to difficulties in the case of the newly
independent state than in the event of the dissolution of a State provided for in
article F.

64. One representative was of t~e view that the provisions of article B and, in
particular, of its paragraph 3, were consistent with the principle of equity ana
would facilitate the application of ~he rule regar~ing the sanctity of boundaries,
which was of such importance to the Organization of African unity. Another
representative thought that the predecessor State shoUld undertake to provide the
newly independent State with the best available evidence of documents from tbe
State archives of th2 predecessor State in general and he proposed that paragraph 3
should be amended accordingly.

65. One representative, noting that the provision contained in paragra~~ 3 dealt
with documents relating to the title to the territory and boundaries of a
successor State, took the view that such important ciocuments should be transferred
to the successor state since they provided the best evidence of the limit of the
terrestrial territory of that State. Although urluerarticle B the predecessor
State was obliged to provide the "best available evidence", which in that case
would take the form of copies of such documents or extracts from them, it none the
less seemed unsatisfactory that the successor ~tate would have to rely on the
goodwill of the predecessor State in order to establish its boundary in cmy
dispute relating to its title. Moreover, the retention of the documents by the
predecessor State could jeopardize the security of the successor State. The
problem was to ensure that the obligation assumed by the predecessor State unCleJ':
that article would be discharged promptly and without any detriment to the
successor State.

66. In the view of one representative, paragraph 6 should include a reference to
information regarding the frontiers of the newly independent State, in view of the '~

fact that colonialism had created frontier problems which gave rise to disputes
and wars and threatened internqtional peace and security. ~
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One r*presentative pointed out that in article C the Commission had at the
time laid down the norms to apply when agreements could not be reached.

ose norll8 were based on the administrative requirements of the predecessor and
ccessor States and took into account both the successor State's responsibility

9. Several representatives expressed support for paragraph I noting with
pproval that the Commission had, in article C, given precedence to agreements
et~~en predecessor and successor States. The view to that effect reflected in
aragtapb (23) ~f the commentary to article C was, consequently, endorsed by one
epreaent&tive. It was also observed that in paragraph (6) of the commentary the
ommi5$ion had pointed out that almost all treaties concerning the transfer of
art of a territory contained a clause relating to the transfer of archives. Thus
• rule of international law was embodied mainly in the regulation of the matter

y agreement between the predaceasor and successor States. To go any further
ould be to risk not only conflict with cs widespread practice, but failure to take
ccount of the immense range of complex situations that existed in practice~ It
ight often happen, for example, that succession to archivea involved a number of
UCC8880r States.

68. One representative referred to paragraph (13) of the commentary to article C,
lch contained a careful analysis of the problem which arose when the archives
re situated in the territory of neither interested party, in such a case the

esponsibility of the predecessor State would stem from an obligation of result,
n re8pect of which it would be sufficient to prove that the archives had not
a.sed to the successor State.

67. One representative supported the approach followed in the elaboration of
ert!cle C by the Commission, which had relled on the provisions of various peace
treaties. Being aware, however, of the victor/vanquished relationship inherent in
such treaties, it had sought, instead of relying exclusively on State practice, to
find IDOre ~uitable solutions. Tha ~nderlying principle in article C was that the
part of the territory conce~ned must be transferred so as to leave the successor
State as viable a territory as posaible in order to avoid any disruption of
manago$Ont ahd to facilitate proper administration. While agreeing with the
substance of artic16 C and considering its succinctness appropriate, he felt that
certain ideaQ reflected in the commentary could be incorporated with beneficial
effeots in that article. ror example, whereas article C stated simply that the
predecessor and successor States should resolve the prob~em of succession to State
archives by agreement, it was explained in the commentary that such agreement
sbould be based on principles of equity and take into account all the special
cirCUMstances. It was stated explicitly also that local administrative,
hisborical or cultural archives owned in its own right by part of the territory
transferred were not affected by the draft articles which were concerned with
State archivea and that the predecessor State had no right to remove them on the
eve of its withdrawal from the territory or to claim them later from the successor
State. The Commission might wish to consider whether those ideas should be
incorporated not only in article C, but also in the provision relating to
succession to State archives where the successor State was a newly independent
State.
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for administering the part of the territory transferred and the predecessor
State's duty to protect the interests of the successor State. In view of the
importance of determining the specific principles underlying those norms,
paragraph 1 should stipulate that the agreement must be based on the principles of
equity and good faith - especially since the separation of a part of territory was
not normally a voluntary act but usually a result of a war or of the peace treaty
concluded following a war.

71. One representative emphasized that in paragraph 2, the Commission had stated
two fundamental principles, continuity in the adnlinistration of the transferred
territory and the links between the archives and the territory.

72. Certain representatives considered that the drafting of aubearagraph 2 ~~)

was satisfcto~y, since, in addition to administrative archives, the succeSGor
State would rec~ive that ~art of the predecessor State's archives which concerned
either ex~lusiv~ly or principally, the territory to which the succession of States
related. It w~s said in this connexion that the "archives-territory" link should
be interpreted very broadly and the principles of "territorial and functional
connexion" should ~e taken into account. .

73. Certain repres/~ntatives indicated that they would prefer paragraph 2 (b) to
establish the obl;gation of the predecessor state not only to hand over the
archives in its possession but also to make every effort to do so in the case of
administrative! historical or other archives that had been taken out of the
territory. It was also said that all archives, whether situated outside or inside
the territory in question, should pass to the successor state.

74~ One representative believed that the predecessor State should be required to
submit valid reasons for requesting the documents referred to in subparagraph 4 (b)
and account must be taken of the principle that the security and sovereignty of
the successor State must not be imperilled. In his view, since that involved an
element of judgement on the part of the successor State, the principle of good
faith must apply in that case. Given the importance of archives for the
administration of the region affected, the draft article should also establish an
obligation on the part of the predecessor State to permit them to be transferred
at the same time as the territory.

Article D. Uniting of States

75. In the opinion of some representatives, article D presented no serious
problems. It was said that the article dUly took into account the voluntary
character of the uniting of States which implied that there should be no
controversy over the transfer of archivesJ according to paragraph 2, the
constitution and internal law of the successor State were to govern the settlement
of any problems arising in the matter. Reference was also made to paragraph (6)
of the commentary to article D, once States agreed to constitute a union among
themselves, it must be presumed that they intended to p~ovide it with the means
necessary for its functioning a~d administration: one of the necessary means
could be state archives. One representative considered that article D did not
give rise to serious problems since the archives would in any case be in the hands
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of the successor State. It might be asked whether the problem did not relate
solely to the internal law of the successor State; if so, it might be sufficient
to retain only paragraph 2, since paragraph 1 might be regarded as an interference
in the internal affairs of the successor State.

76. Certain representatives doubted the usefulne8s of the article. In the
opinion of one representative, article 12 should apply to archives, although even
article 12 did not appear to be wholly necessary, since it merely stated in so
~any words what happened in any case. When two States united, at that moment,
under international law, their property passed to the successor State, but after
that moment there was o~ly one State where there had been two. Hence,
international law could not apply and the only law that could was internal law.
However, the article did not damage the structure of the proposed instrument and
might perhaps rule out any claims by third States. Another representative
considered that paragraph 2, in particular, merely referred to internal law a
question that obviously could only be governed by internal law. One
representative believed that it would be desirable for the Commission to have a
fresh look at article D, as there appeared to be a discrepancy between the text
and the meaning given to it: in the commentary. The commentary indicated that
whether the State archives of the predecessor States would pass to the successor
State, would depend on the terms of the constituent agreement of the union or, if
the agreement was silent on that point, on the internal law of the successor
State, whereas article D, paragraph 1, appeared to set out a general rule by
which, upon the uniting of States, the State archives should pass to the successor
State.

Article E. Separation of part or parts of the territory of a Stat~

77. One representative noted that under subparagraph 1 (b), not only the
administrative archives would pass to the successor State, but also that part of
the archives which related directly to the territory to which the succession of
States had related. In his view, such a concept seemed broader than that relating
to the archives concerning exclusively or principally the territory to which the
succession of States related, as stipulated in article C.

78. One representative emphasiZed that the passing or the appropriate
reproduction of parts of the state archives of the predecessor State other. than
those dealt with in paragraph 1, would, under paragraph 2, be determined
eXClusively by agreement between the predecessor state and the successor State,
because it was impossible in such a case to stipUlate objective criteria. The
principles on which such an agreement should be based were set out in E!lragraph 4.

79. One representative expressed agreement with paragraph (20) of the commentary
to the effect that the Commission might revise, in second reading, the drafting of
paragraph 5 to make it conform with the text of paragraph 4 of article C.
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Article F. Dissolution of a State

80. In the opinion of one representative, it would be necessary to amend
paragraphs 1, 3,4 and 5 to bring them into. line with the corresponding provisions
of article E.

81. One representative deemed it advisable to clarify the provision in Earagraph 6
since there was no reference in paragraphs 1 to 5 of that article to the question
of the unity of the State archives of the successor States in their reciprocal
interest.

3. Observations common to several draft articles on State archives

(a) The principle of agreement

82. Certain representatives were of the view that, when the Commission undertook
the second reading, it should consider whether it might not be useful to stress
the importance of agreements between the predecessor and successor States in
articles E and F as well as in article C. In the opinion of one representative,
based on his country's own history, the difficult questions of succession to State
archives should in all cases be the subject of detailed treaty arrangements
between the States concerned. It was also said that agreements were extremely
important in the case of succession to archives, as both parties might have a
well-founded interest in the archives in question. Since modern technology made
it possible to reproduce documents rapidly, the interests of both parties could
easily be met. Experience had shown that in some cases an agreement between the
two parties represented the only desirable solution.

83. One representative referred to some opinions outlined in the Commission's
commentary according to which administrative archives must be transferred to the
successor State in their entirety, while the so-called historical archives, in
conformity with the principle of the integrity of the archival collection, must
remain part of the heritage of the predecessor State. In his opinion, State
archives which had b~en removed by the predecessor State as a result of annexation
or occupation by that State of the territory or part of the territory of another
State should be returned to the successor State in their entirety, inclUding all
materials of a historical or cultural character. He, therefore, welcomed the
provisions of article E, paragraph 1 and article F, paragraph 1, which established
the primacy of the agreement between the predecessor State and the successor State
and which seemed to represent the best possible solution.

84. Another representative would have preferred it if, for the circumstances
provided for in articles C, E and F, the Commission had been satisfied to
stipUlate the obligation of the States concerned, and in particular the State
where the archives were situated, to enter into negotiations in good faith with a
view to concluding appropriate agreements, instead of att~mpting to draft
subsidiary rules applicable in the absence of an agreement, rules which, because
of the over-simplific&tion of the issues involved, would create rore problems than
they solved.
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85. Certain representatives referred to the question of what would happen if the
Statea concerned failed to reach agreement on the apportionment of archives
raised, in particular, by paragraph 2 of articles E and F. It was also asked,
how, in such a case, the interests of newly independent States would be
safeguarded. The Commission confined itself to recommending that the successor
State should " ••• benefit as widely and equitably as possible" from those parts of
the state archives in possession of the predecessor State. Should the text
proposed by the Commission be construed as giving the successor State the right to
"benefit as widely and equitably as possible" from the State archives, which,
owing to the lack of agreement, remained where they had been previously? In the
view of one representative that was the correct inte~pretation but that conclusion
did not emerge very clearly from the text adopted by the Commission. The point
w&simportant., since a State that held archives which '.:oUld, by agreement, have
been transferred to the successor State, would not be ca~rying out its
international obligations if it refused to make available to ~he other State, for
the purposes of consultation or reproduction, those documents in its possession
which were of administrative, historical or other importance for the other State.
It was felt, therefore, by another representative, that it would be necessary to
adopt additional provisions.

(b) The principles of functional connexion (or reference)
and of or19in

86. In tije opinion of one representative, the formulations of the Commission in
articl~:i E and F could help the parti(~s concerned to reach equitable solutions.
Again, the principle of functional cOI.'1nexion and that of territorial origin would
hav~ to be applied. The situation in article D might appear more difficult, since
it. would be a case of several new States as successors to the predecessor State
which no longer existed, but in practice it would not be so complicated because,
a8 noted by the Commission, each of the successor States would receive the
archives relating to its territory and the cent~ lrchives would be appor.tioned
between the SUcceSsor States, if that was pos~ , or would be placed with the
successor State they concerned most directly. .wlother representative pointed out
that. in paragraph (lS) of the commentary to article C the Commission referred to
the two general principles governing the "archives-territory" link, which might be
termed the principle of reference and the principle of origin. In his view, the
Commission had decided to include only one of those pr.inciples, the principle of
reference, in the articles without giving any convincing reason for that choice.
purth.rmore, the language dealing with that point varied as between the articles,
the words "that relates exclusively or principally to the territoryk being used in
article C and "that relates directly to the territory" in articles E and F. That
would undoubtedly gi\1e rise to difficultles of interpretation.

(c) The right of peoples to development, to information about
their history and to their cultural heritage

87. Several representatives welcomed the inclusion, in paragraph 6 of article B
and in paragraph 4 of articles E and F, of a clause safeguarding the rights of the
peoples of the States concerned to development, to information about their history
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and to their cultural heritage. In the opinion of one representative, the
introduction of that concept into international law was a major evolution of that
law. He had been struck in that connexion by the resemblance and the difference
between articles A to F and some provisions in the informal text of the draft
Convention on the Law of the Sea (A/OONF.62/WP 10/Rev.), which in article 149
used the expression "State of cultural origin" and "State of historical and
archaeological origin". He suggested, when the Commission came to the second
reading of the draft articles on succession of states in respect of matters other
than tr.eaties, it should consider co-ordinating the terminology of the articles on
state archives with that used in the new law of the sea text.

(d) The principle of indivisibility (unity) of archi~

88. Several representatives noted that the principle of the unity of State
archives, frequently referred to in the commentary, was to be found in the
articles themselve only under article F. The question of the indivisibility of
certain archives was an important one. In some cases, the integrity of the
archives was essential to their usefulness and preservation as a cultural
heritage; in such cases, reproduction technology could also be used both to
preserve the indivisibility of the archives and to meet the legitimate needs of
all parties concerned. The draft articles should therefore place greater emphasis
on the need to preserve the unity of archives. The problem arose not only in the
case of dissolution of a state, but also in the other cases of succession of
States. Provisions similar to those contained in paragraph 6 of article F should
apply to other types of succession of States.

(e) Settlement of disEutes

89. In the opinion of one representative, the difficulties involved in the
passing of State archives were more evident in the case of the newly independent
State and in the case of the separation of part or parts of the territory of a
State. In those two cases provision should be ftlade for the solution and
settlement of disputes relating to archives.

(f) Observations of a drafting nature

90. With particular reference to articles C, D, E and P, the view was expressed
that the Commission h&d followed a logical classification sequence in assigning a
separate article to each kind of succession. Certain representatives considered
that articles C to P, which were particularizations of the general principle set
forth in article B, could be considerably shortened without damaging the essential
structure. It should be possible to avoid the repetition of entire paragraphs
from one draft article to another.

91. It was indicated that there were inconsistencies in wording in various parts
of the draft articles which, in the opinion of one representative, could easily be
removed with the assistance of the secretariat of the Comndssion.
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92. One representative asked what was the meaning of the words "to be settled by
agr.ementb~tween" in article la, paragraph 1, article 19, paragraph I) article B,
paragraph 2, article e, paragraph 1; and article E, paragraph 2. They ObVl~usly

did not retet to a Eactum de contrahendo or to a duty to negotiate. The draft
articles did not make the meaning clear, and the commentary merely stated: "This
agreement should be based on principles of equity and take account of all the
special c1rcumst~nCe8." The word$ in question should therefore be replaced by a
usual formUla, such as "unless the states concerned agree otherwise" or "in the
absence of an agreement between".

93. One representative found difficulty in understanding the expression "evidence
of documents" in articles B, paragraph 3, C, paragraph 3, E paragraph 3;
and F paragraph 3. Article e, subparagraph 2 (b), provided that the part of
State archives of the predecessor State "that relates exclusively or principally
to the ter~itory to which the succession of States relates, shall pass to the
successor State". However, in article E, subparagraph 1 (b), and article F,
aubparagraph 1 (b), which were symmetrical to that text, the words "exclusively or
principally" were for no apparent reason replaced by the word "directly".

94. One representative suggested that the Commission could perhaps, on second
reading, have another look at such crucial phrases as "normal administration of
the territory" and ttShould be at the disposal of the State", the meaning of which
was not immediately self-evident. It would be helpfUl if the meaning of those key
phrases could be clarified, either by some minor modification of the text or by
80RMJ expansion of the commentary.

95. One representative did not agree with the word used in the Arabic text of the
draft articles to reflect the term ~archivea", and thought that the Arabic
~uivalent of the word "document" was more in keeping with the definition
contained in article A.

C. State responsibility

1. Comments on the draft articles as a whole (part 1)

96. The representatives who spoke on "State responsibility" noted with
satisfaction the successful completion of the first reading of part 1
(atticle. 1 to 35) of the draft articles on this topic, and commanded the
outstanding contribution made in this respect by the former Special Rapporteur,
Mr. Roberto Ago, now JUdge of the International Court of Justice.

97. Many representatives stressed the importance of the topic since the rules
relating to it touched on international relations as a whole and would further the
implemeni'ation of other provisions of international law. It Was noted that the
codi.ficatlon of the rules concerning State responsibility was increasingly
essential in order to ensure the normal conduct of international relations. The
view was e~pressed that the Commission must act more quickly on the urgent needs
of the international con1m\lnitYJ While the item had been included in the
C~!.sion·. programme of work since 1949, real progress had been made only
recently. SoMe representatives stated that the Commission shOUld find ways of
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ensuring that the work on part 2 proceeded as quickly as possible and that the
second reading of part 1 could begin as SOOn as there was some ide& ~f the
content of part 2. It was stated by other representatives that the arafting of
parts 2 and 3 should be completed before the second reading of par~ 1, so that the
Sixth Committee could have a complete picture of the situation. Several
representatives stated that, in view of its fundamental importance, the topic of
State responsibility should continually be given the highest priority.

98. Several representatives endorsed the general approach followed by the
Commission in its study of the topic. It was noted with approval that the
Commission had adhered uncompromisingly to the basic distinction between "pr imary" ..
rules of international law and the "secondary" tules that applied whenever an
internationally wrongful act constituted a breach of an intefn~ti~~l obligation,
and that It had defined the subjective and objective elements of that act, had
envisaged cases in which a State was responsible for the internationally wrongful
acts of another State, and had set forth the circumstances which preclUded
wrongfulness. One representative observed that the commentaries on the
thirty-five articles adopted by the Commission could fairly be regarded as an
important contribution to the development of the science of international law.

99. While many representatives commented favourably ~n the draft articles so far
adopted by the Commission, some representatives felt that there was still much
room for improvement in some individual articles. One representative expressed
the view that the rigorous elimination of all superflUOUS elements would leave a
leaner and more usable text.

2. Comments on the various draft articles Jpart 1)

100. While many representatives directed their specific comments primarily on the
three n~w articies (articles 33 to 35) adopted by the Commission at its
thirty-second session, there were several references to the draft articles
previously adopted by the commission.

Articles 2 to 17

101. One representative made the remark that article 2 (Possibility that every
state may be held to have committed an internationally wrongful act), article 11
(Conduct of persons not acting on behalf of the State), and article 12 (Conduct of
organs of another state), were unnecessary and should be deleted. In order not to
create a fictio juris, the words "shall be considered as an act of the State" in
artiCle 5 (Attribution to the State of the conduct of its org~ns), shOUld be
replaced by the words "is an act of the state". In the definition of "act of the
State", it must be stated expressly that "act" meant action or omission. In
article 1 (Attribution to the State of the conduct of other entities empowered to
exercise elements of the governmental authority), paragraph 2, article 8
(Attribution to the State of the conduct of persons acting in fact on behalf of
the state) paragraph (b), and articlo 9 (Attribution to the State of the conduct
of organs placed at its disposal by another state or by an international
organization), the Commission should consider the possibility of replacing the
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word "el.Ments" by the word "functions". With regard to article 10 (Attribution
to the state of conduct of organs acting outside their competence or contrary to
in.tructiona concerning their activity), his delegation had some difficulty
accopting that the conduct of a State organ acting outside its competence or
contrary to instructions concerning its activity was to be considered as an act of
tbet State.

102. with retterence to article l~ (Conduct of organs of an international
organization), one representative, noting b;at the $te~dily expanding scope of the
activities of international 0~9anizations gave neW dimension to the problem of
their responsibility, considered that a draft convention on international
responsibility could cover the responsibility both of States and of inte~national

organi=a tions.

103. One repre.entative observed that in article 11 (Irrelevance of the origin of
the internationAl obligation breached), paragraph 1, it would be bet.ter, for the
sake of legal exactness, t.o refer to "t.he origin of an obligat.ion from rules of
custo.ary or convent.ional law". In article 17, paragraph 2, he also stated that
the words "The origin" should be replaced by the words "The kind of origin".

Article 18. R!CJuireent that the international obligation
be in force for the State

104. One representative stated that in tbeEnglish version of article 18,
paragraphs 1 and 2, the words "at the time" should be replaced by "during the
tiMe". With tegard to article 18, paragraph 2, while the same representative
supported the retroactive effect recognized in the said provisionf another
representative observed that. its wording would lead one to believe that a
per.~tory norm of international law could have retroactive effect; an act which
had been wrongfUl when it had been committed would no longer be regarded as
wrongful, onee a new rule of jus cogens had been established which made the act.
compulsory. Th~t paragraph did not seem compatible with articles 64 and 71 of the
Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties. According to article 64 of that
Convention, a treaty which was in conflict with a neW peremptory norm of general
international law became void and terminated; and it was explicitly stated in
article 71 that that did not affect any right, obligation or legal situation of
the parties created through the execution of the tfeaty prior to its termination.
In article 18 t paragraph 2, the act of a state was deprived of its wrongful
character ab initio. MOreover, it might be argued that the paragraph dealt with
the existence or not of an obligation and not with the consequences of a breach of
an obligation, and that it should not therefore be inclUded in a legal instrument
aimed at COdifying secondary rules only. It also seemed st.range that tile term
·p.r••ptory norra of international law· waS not defined until draft article 29,
paragraph 2, &lthough the torm appeared already in draft article 18. It W~8 also
statQd. by this representative with regard to paragraphs 4 and 5 of article 18 that
they had been drafted in a complicated manner, Were difficult to understand and
containea rather unusual terminology, since they spoke about an act of th~ State
being ·composed of a .erie. of actions or omissions". It would seem that the
problems dealt With in paragraphs 4 and 5 could be resolved by ordinary logic.
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Article 19. International crimes and international delicts

105. Some representatives expressef reservations on article 19. It was said that
it expressed a new doctrine accordi~~ to which internlltional obligations would be
divided in two categories on the basis of their importance to the international
community. The breach of an international obligation would be a crime or a
delict, depending in which of the two categories the obligation belonged. In the
view of one representative, however, the justification for the theo~y given by the
commission was not satisfactory. The Commission had assumed that the relative
importance attached by the international community to the various obligations of
States ~as an objective criterion on which legal consequences could be based. In
reality, however, he said, jUdgements on the question whether an obligation was
essential for the protection of fundamental interests of the international
community must necessarily be subjective and political. Thus he concluded that
the distinction made in draft article 19 between different categories of
()bligations did not seem useful and could create considerable difficulties in
practice.

106. Another representative stated that although his delegation agreed with the
list of international crimes given in article 19, it would have appreciated the
inclusion of a provision stating that international crimes would inclUde conduct
so characterized by' the General Assembly or the Security Council.

Article 21. Breach of an international obligation rt!9uicing
the achievement of a specified result

107. Referring to article 21, paragraph 1, one representative stated that if the
conduct chosen by a State failed to achieve the results required by the
obligation, there would be a breach of that obligation o~ly if the State adopted
such conduct out of either fraud or negligence, since errors might occur in good
faith. In his opinion, the Commission should consider whether it was just to
introduce a presumption of fraud or negligence against the state.

Article 22. Exhaustion of local re~edies

108. One representative stated with reference to article 22 that his delegation
would have appreciated a more explicit provision making ~t clear that denial of
justice was not merely the refusal of the jUdiciary to exercise its functions, but
also inclUded wrongful delay in giving jUdgement. He would also have appreciated
the inclusion of a separate parac.;raph concerning federal states, in order to make
clear that a federal State was responsible for the conduct of its political
subdivisions and could not evade that re~ponsibility by alleging that ite
constitutional power of control over those SUbdivisions was insufficient for it to
enforce compliance with an international obligation. In this connexion, the same
representative drew attention to the fact that although there were several draft
artiCles dealing with the moment and duration of the b~each of an international
obligation, there was no article dealing wi~h the continuous nationality of
c1atms. Though it was clearly essential for th~ individual'or corporation
suffering loss or damage to possess the nationality of the claimant
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State at the time when the injury was sustained, it was not equally clear that the
nationality must be retained u~til the date of decision. Thus, he stated that the
International Law Commission should not miss the opportunity of clarifying the law
in cases wbere a change of nationality took place after the presentation of the
claim m1d before the award.
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110. {)tte rer:.:::eaentative stal:.,;.-1 t'.Jat in article 25 the wording "is cOl1sidered to
occur'" should be used. He l.:;~~;} ,Jbserved that parag!:'aph 1 should be re-examined,
as, its two sentences appee:d!d to conflict.

Article 24. Moment and du~ation of the breach of an
internationa~obligation by an act Of
the State not extending in time

109. One representative stated that the wording "is considered to occur" should be
used.

Article 2~. Mo~~nt and duration of the b~each of an- .
international obligation by an act of
th! State extending in time
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Article 28. ~sponsibility of a State for a!!... internationally
wrongful act of another state

Ill. One representative observed that the wording of paragraphs 1 and 2 of
article 28 was both abstr~se and ambiguous. He stated that the commentary to the
article drew heavily on the dependent relationship of a dependent territory or a
protec~orate in history as well as the relationship of member states of a
federa~ion, describing in the abstract a so-called military occupation but making
no reference to actual examples of contemporary international relations, thus
g:eatly weakening the practical value of the article.

Article 29. Consent

112. Commenting on article 29 which stated that ~the consent validly given by a
State" precluded the wron9fuln~ss of the act, one representative said that such a
formulation was too broad and sweeping. He observed that the reality of
in~ernational life showed that the State committing an inteinationally wrongful
act always ~naged to obtain the so-called "consent" after the action was taken in
an attempt to legalize what was actually illegal. Therefore, he said, any
articles on the sUbject should be based on a careful examination of tha issues in
the light of current realities. Similarly, anothe~ representative stressed that
consent could only be considered as validly given if the State concerned was not
depri~ed of a reasonable freedom of' choice. In his opinion, the fact that
~~onJent" obtained through force, violence or intimidation could not be consid~red
as consent was a point of vital importance for developing nations in their
dealings with the developed countries. A representative stated that, though
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article 29 did not make it clear that consent must be given before or at the same
time as the violation, it was well known that retrospective assent would
constitute a waiver of the right to claim reparation, but would not repair the
breach of international law.

Article 30. Countermeasures in respect of an
internationally wrongful act

113. One representative felt that the term "a measure legitimate under
international law" could perhaps be more specifically explained and more amply
illustrated. That inadequacy, he said, might have been apparent to the
Commission, and might explaia why the "countermeasures" referred to in article 30
were excluded from the reservation with regard to compensation for damage
contained in article 35. Another representative observed that article 30 on
countermeasures was in line with article 34, concerning self-defence in conformity
with the United Nations Charter. Thus it was stated that retaliatory measures did
not qualify as an exception, since they constituted an unlawful means of
compelling fulfilment of a duty, and were therefore unacceptable, even if they
were allegedly aimed at compensating for a prior wrongful act. In this context,
one representative stated that the article on countermeasures would be better
placed immediately before the article on self-defence.

Article 33. State of necessity

114. Some representatives considered the drafting and substance of a~tiele 33
concerning a state of necessity generally acceptable, bearing in mind that a state
of necessity was to be distinguished from ~orce majeure, fortuitous event,
distress and self-defence. One representative noted that he agreed with the
Commission that, while the principle should not be allowed to operate in dangerous
situations, it could be a useful "safety valve" by means of which States could
escape the inevitably harmful consequences of trying at all costs to comply with
the requirements of rules of law.

115. It was stated that a correct balance had been struck between the rights,
obligations and interests of the State committing the prima facie wrongful act and
the rights, obligations and interests of the state ~hich suffered the consequences
of that act. It was also stated that article 33 was appropriately worded, and
that the Commission's approach was adequate in leavinq the matter to State
practice rather than specifying concrete instances in which the principle could be
invoked.

116. Some other representatives, however, considered the text of article 33
unsatisfactory, stating that the Commission should further examine the article
with a view to eliminating all ambiguities. The view was expressed that the
article failed to define or even indicate what a state of necessity was, and
that the text should be revised to include at least the essential part of
the explanation contained in paragraph (1) of the Commission's commentary to
article 33. Another repres.entative observed that, looking at the text of
article 33 from the standpoint of the maintenance of international Peace and
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security, one could not bllt feel that its practical application would cause
difficulties, and he expressed his serious doubts as to the necessity of including
a provision on the state of necessity in the draft articles, conaidering the
fact that in the current state of international relations, in ~hich some States
were interpreting international law to their own advantage, the application of
article 33 would give rise to a dispute.

117. Several representatives, whil~ noting that the concept of jEs necessitatis
had been invoked abusively by states in ©~der to justify a breach of their
international obligations, considered th~ the limitations set by article 33
ensured sufficient protection against abuses. The view was expressed that the
invoking of that cond1.tion to justify ,-,,1 act that would otherwise have been
wrongful could be accepted only in quite exceptional cases; hence it was
preferable, it was said, to define the rule by a negative formulation in order to
emphasize that its application was quIte exceptional. While some representatives
stated that the novel formulation of paragraph 1 of article 33 vis-a-vis the other
articles of chapter V was perhaps a mistake and hoped that the Commission would
find it possible to return to the Special Rapporteur's original formulation, other
representatives supported the present text which they believed would reduce to the
minimum the danger that the conc~pt might be abused@

118. Several other representatives, however, expr.essed their fear of possible
abuses under the present text, urging the Commission to formulate the article as
concisely as possible in order to make any abuse impossible. It was stated that
the Commission should reconsider the use of such vague terms as "essential
interest" and "grave and in~inent peril" and the desirability of widening the
concept of state of ~eceasity to cover cases in which there was no direct threat
to the existence of the State as a sovereign and independent entity.

119. It was also observed in this context that article 33 seemed particularly
unsatisfactory in that it provided a state with a pretext, namely its "essential
interest~, which would enable it to abrogate its international obligations and to
evt3de r~sponsibility for its actions~ vari,ous interpretations, some of them
perhaF. suggestive, could ba placed on the criterion of "essential interest", and
it cou.d be put to a variety of uses by the parties to a treaty as circumstances
required" One representative suggested that a third paragraph descr ibing such
circumstances in detail should be added to article 33, so as to avoid the
possibility of abuse. The view was further expressed that article 33 as
formulated, with no definition of state of necessity, was disputable from the
standpoint of the principle of the sovereign equality of States, which barred
a State from deciding unilaterally what were the essential interests of another
state. .

120. Another representative observed, on the other hand, that the said draft
artJ.cle laid down such strict and inflexible conditions for invoking a state of
necessity that it would be extremely difficult, ie not impossible, to do so
successfully.

121. Several representatives felt ~~at the provision should be given a restrictive
interpretation. In the words of one representative, the expression "essential
interest" should ~ot be understood to refer to a political interest of the State
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concerned; it must refer only to situations where the State had had to act to
ensure the very survival of its population, to save it from famine, for example,
or to protect its natural environment from irreversible harm - and even then,
there must have been no alternative to the action ta~en. It was remarked by
another representative that article 33 was considered by the Commission as
relevant to a "necessity of state" (para. (3) of the commentary to art. 33) in
which the political aspects of the interest were involved. He also stated that
the Commission had been right in deciding not to lay down pre-established
categories of interest, because the extent to which a given interest was essential
naturally depended on all the circumstances in which a State was placed in
different specific situations (para. (32) of the commentary to art. 33).

122. Some representatives p~oposed that a reference should be included in
article 33 to the use of peaceful means fo~ the settlement of disputes in
accordance with Article 33 of the United Nations Charter. The view was expressed
that compulsory methods for the settlement of disputes by means of jUdicial or
obligatory arbitral procedure, were not merely desirable but essential since a
State invoking the state of necessity must not be the sole jUdge of the existence
of necessity. However, certain representatives did not agree to the proposed
inclusion because they were opposed as a matter of principle to compulsory
procedures for the resolution of disputes~ such procedures were deemed as running
counter to the concept of State sovereignty.

123. Several representatives held the view that the term "an essential interest of
t~e State" of paragraph 1 should include any vital economic interest of a State in
a situation of grave and imminent peril. It was stated that the acknowledgement
in positive international law of the possibility of invoking necessity in order to
safeguard essential ~conomic interests would help the Governments of developing
countries to cope with their temporary, short-term financial difficulties without
jeopar~izing their international credit. The view was also expressed that the
concept of "a grave and imminent peril" might be extended to cover economic peril,
and in particular the possible nationalization of foreign monopolist interests by
newly independent States for the purpose of obtaining sovereignty over their
resources. According to another repres~ntative, article 33 did not sufficiently
highlight the situation of the developing countries and the im~eratives of the
new international economic order. In this context, it was observed that the
Commission had paid too much attention to examples of physical damage (the Torrey
Canyon incident) and not enough to cases in the second category (e.g., ,the Russian
indemnity case, the Societe Cownerciale de Belgique case and the Case of eroperties
of the Bulgarian minorities in Greece). SOme members of the Commission had
acknowledged the importance of cases in which, for r~asons of necessity, States
had adopted conduct not in conformity with obligations "to act" in regard to the
repUdiation or suspension of payment of international debts. On the other hand,
however, one representative stated that, while the commentary to article 33 cited
a number of cases in which States had invoked a state of necessity to justify
non-payment of A debt, it was clear .from the examples cited that, .at most, the
plea of state of necessity would have the effect only of suspending performance of
the obligation as long as the state of necessity existed.

124. Referring to sUbparagraph 2 (a) of article 33, several represent:.ativesnoted
with approval that no State could invoke the state of necessity in the case of
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important international obligations arising out of a peremptory norm of general
international law, i.e., the rules of jus cogens. The view was expressed that the
one obligation whose peremptory character was beyond doubt in all events was the
obligation of a State to refrain from any forcible violation of the territorial
integrity otpolitical independence of another StateJ it would therefore be
preferable, it was said, at the end of paragraph (26) of the commentary, instead
of indicating that tne p~actice of States was of no great help in answering the
question, to point out clearly that the state of necessity could not be inVOked to
justify acts of Aggression. In connexion with paragr.aph (31) of the cow~ntary to
article 33, one repr.esentative thought that refraining from the threat or t~ae of
force in accordance with article 2, paragraph 4, of the Charter should al~o be
included among those obligations the peremptory character of which could in no
case be disregarded.

125. With regard to sUbparagra~\ 2 (c) of article 33, one representative raised
the question whether there was justification for allowing a plea of necessity if
the State In question had contributed to the occurrence of the state of necessity
and whether, if an oil tanker went aground near a coast where there were no
navigation signals, the coastal State might act, as was done in the ~re~ Canyon
case, in bombing the wreck with a view to preventing the risk of massive pollution
of its coast. Another representative observed that he did not believe, in the
case referred to above, that the coastal state could be blamed for not having
installed signals along its coasts if its ships did not follow that coastal route
for any $ignificant distance1 he felt it could be assumed that ships of other
States would follow that route at their own risk. In any event, he did not
support the argument that subpat8gtapn 2 (0) ehould be deleted~ On~

~epresentetive suggested in this con~exion that the co~~n-law concert of
conttibutory negligence might by analogy have some utility.

Article 34. Self-defence

126. Many representatives endorsed the inclusion of a provision concerniog
self-defence in the draft ar.ticles. It was stated and was generally shared that
the principle of self-defence as embodied in Article Sl of the Charter of the
United Nations was universally recognized and its inclusion in the draft articles
as a circumstance preclUding wrongfulness was not open to con~roversy. However,
one representative stated that he did not believe that a provision of that kind
should be inclUded in the draft articlf?q, since the right to self-defence could be
invoked only in a partiCUlar situation in which an armed attack had occurred.

127. With regard to the approach adopted by the Commission, th~ view was expressed
that it was quite proper for the Commission to reftain from defining how self­
defence should be understood and from giving a definitive interpretation of the
Charter) such an interpretation was to be deri~ed from the practice of the United
Nations bodies and, therefore, in th~ final analysis, from the practice of
states. It was also stated that the approach adopted corresponded to the chosen
objective and fell correctly within the framework of the work on the so-called
"secondary" rUles. One representative noted, however, that although the
COi'Iaisslon had no~.andate to interpret the Charter, it could not avoid an
interpretative mood when drafting an article on such a questi~n. Re observed that
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there was an ongoing doctrinal debate on the circumstances in which a state could
legitimately exercise the right of self~aefence and the Commission had not been
wrong to adopt the current wording of the draft article~ howevet, it had
unwittingly given the appearance of taking sides in that doctrinal debate.
Another .representative expressed the view that some of the discussions in the
Commission regarding the scope of the concept of self-defence had gone not only
beyond the framework of the topic of state responsibility but also beyond the
mandate of the Commission.

128. One representative stated that he did not agree with the Commission's
approach to the subject in presenting the principle in general terms without
referring to methods of application; it would have been preferable for the
International Law Commission to have considered the problems arising in the
application of the princple, such as the definition of the expression "armed
aggression" and the determination of the time at which a State could invoke
self-defence~ for that purpose, the Commission should be guided by the Declaration
on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation
among states in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations and the
Definition of Aggression.

129. As for the text of draft article 34, several representatives fOund its
wording satisfactory. It was noted with approval that, despite the fact that the
Special Rapporteur had proposed making a specific reference only to Article 51 of
the Charter, the Commission had chosen to make the reference more general. One
representative stated in this connexion that any reference to the Charter in
general was acceptable only to the extent that it was clearly a reference to the
charter as currently in force; thus, there could be no question of invoking, to
justify self-defence, outdated provisions ~~ch as the one regarding "enemy
States", applied to any State which had been an enemy of the victors in the Second
World War. Another representative observed that article 34 was properly
formulated, so long as it was understood that the words "in conformity" referred
to the inherent nature of the right provided for in ArticleSl of the Charter.

130. Several other representatives, however, considered that the draft article
should include a specific reference to Article 51 of the Charter, which it was
said made clear that the right of self-defence could be exercised only untIl the
Security Council had taken measures necessary to maintain international peace and
security. It was observed that the intention behind the omission of the reference
to Article 51 appeared to be that a lawful measure of self-defence was a broader
concept than Article 51 of the Charter although its precIse implicatione depended
on the facts of each particular case; it would have been preferable for the
Commission to abide by the provisions of the Charter rather than keeping the
reference to self-defence vague, in view of the direct bearing of such an
exception on international peace and security.

131. One representative stated that the Commission should consider the advisability
of replacing the reference to the United Nations Charter by a reference to
international law in general.
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132. Referring to the expression ~lawful measure of self-defence" in the draft
article, .~ representatives felt that the term "lawful" should be deleted, since
they considered that any measure of self-defence taken in conformity with the
Ch.rt~r. was a lAWful measure and that unlawful measures were not self-defence.
One repr•••ntative suggested that. if it was necessary to qualify the measure of
.elf-defence, some other word such as ~proper· or ~appropriate" could be used.
However, another representative stressed that the adjective "lawful" was very
iMportantJ according to him, although Article 51 of the Charter partially answered
the que.tion whether a given situation justified resort to self-defence. In the
context of state responsibility, it was not sufficient to determine whether or not
th. situation justified resort to self-defence, since measures of self-defence not
in conformity with the international obligations of a State were not all
necessarily lawful. He therefore regarded the inclusion of the word "lawful" in
thQ text as essential, although the word "legitime" in the French text might seem
at first glance to make it redundant.

133. Some r.pr~sentatives did not consider that the draft article should contain a
reference to "an act of a State not in conformity with an international obligation
of that State", becl1use no act of a St.ate constituting self-defence was contrary
to any international obligation; the wording given in foot-note 179 of the
Commission-s report would be more appropriate.

134. With regard to the commentary to article 34, a few representatives expressed
r ••ervations. one representative stated that he found it surprising that
paragraphs (19; to (22) of th~ ao~~ntary evoked controv$rsial questions in a
..nner th~t was not appropriate by W4Y of commentary to an article. He therefore
urged the Internat.ional Law Co~,ission to shorten its commentary to article 34,
particularly by omitting paragraphs (19) to (22). Another representative also
stated that he d!J not agree with paragraphs (1) to (22) of the commentary, which
had elucidated the question of the fUlfilment of requisite conditions for the
.itua~ion of self-defence as well as the essential charact.er of the concept of
.elf-defence on the basis of the Charter of the United Nations. Be considered
that the Commiseion should not have referred t.o the provisions of the Charter
on .elf-defence, because it had no mandate to do so and because it Was not
examining the question of self-defence as such but only the preclusion of state
~••pon.ibility for acts of self-defence in case of an armed attack against it.
It was also stated tnftt in some parts of its commentary, the Commission had
lQOsely r~ferred to Harmed attack- in a manner which mi~ht tilt the ComRdssion's
poaition in favour oS! one school of thought cont.rary to the posture it bad tried
to .aintain) that W&S the case in paragraphs (8) and (9) and he hoped that during
the next reading of the draft articles, the Commission would scrutinize the
wording of the commentary scrupulously so as to leave no doubt on its position.

135. Some representatives referred to other questionU relating to self-defence and
the draft article thereon. The view was expressed that self-defence assumed full
validity in cases of aggression, in those concerning the right of peoples to
••If-deter.ination, and in those related to the struggle against colonialism,
oppre.sion and all forms of foreign domination contrary to modern international
law. It waa also st.ated by one representative that he hoped that the Commission
would be able to define the limits of self-defence, so that that. principle would
not be uaed to protect or strengthen illegal situat.ions. Self-defence, he sai~,
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presupposed prior unjust aggression and must be in proportion to that aggression,
i.e. sufficient to repel it; that principle was embodied in the United Nations
Charter and in customary international law, but its inclusion in article 34 would
be desirable.

136. One representative observed that it would have been worth while to further
refine article 34 by incorporating the concept of proportionality as a vital
element of self-defence, and by unequivocally prohibiting reprisals, which
should in no circumstances be endowed with any form of legitimacy. Anotber
representative, however, stated that the quest~on of proportionality should not
be raised in the case of self-defence against an armed attack, because self­
defence was aimed solely at prev~nting the attack from succeeding. ais delegation
took the position that preventive self-defence or preventive strike was
inadmissible de lege l~ta.

137. One representative held the view that measures of self-defence did not
constitute a violation of international law and their function as a legal
consequence of an armed attack, or as a measure intended to restore and ensure the
implementation of the legal rules violated, had not been fully exhausted) the
question of self-defence should therefore be dealt with in part 2 of the draft in
connexion with other legal consequences which might result from an aggression.
In that case, a distinction must be made between aggression and other
international crimes.

138. In the course of the debate regarding article 34, the view was expressed that:
it might be appropriate to add a provision which would inclUde, among circumstances
preclUding wrongfulness, the case provided for in Article 25 of the Charter in
connexion with decisions of the Security Council. Another representative also
remarked that, since the list of circumstances enumerated in the draft was not
absolutely exhaustive, and since that fact was not reflected in any of the
provisions of the draft, the Commission might in second reading, consider the
possibility of including a general reservation in that connexion.

Article 35. Reservation as to comeensation for damage

139. Several representatives endorsed the inclusion of article 35 as a useful
reservation, both important and necessary. The view was expressed that the
circumstances preclUding wrongfulness of an act of a State did not pre~lude State
responsibility similar to that which would arise from the same act committed in
other circumstances. In partiCUlar, there might be a duty to compensate. The
existence of a so-called circumstance preclUding wrongfulness could have the
simple effect of substituting for a Statets primary dQty of performing an
international obligation that of compensation for damage caused by the
non-performance of that Obligation.

140. Several representatives noted that the Commission would have to review both
the content of the article and its placement after the completion of part 2 of the
draft and also in the context of the topic of international liability for the
injurious consequences of ac~s not prohibited by international-law. some
representatives expressed their preference of dealing with this matter in part 2
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of the draft, while others stated that it would be more in place in the articles
to be formulated on international liability for risk.

141. Some other representatives expressed their skepticism about the wisdom of
inclUding article 35 in the draft. It was stated that the question of damages
should be determined at some other time and in some other forum.

142. The vi~ was also expressed that article 3S was appropriate as a rule of
law. Altbough in domestic jurisdiction there had been a clear distinction between
penal p~osecution8 to ensure the punishment of the guilty party and civil actions
to obtain compensation, in international law it was not easy to distinguish
between the two. It was also said that ~ 9 t.'!le wrongfulness of the act of a state
had been precluded by virtue of "",,,:= ~.ovisions in question, it could not be
Maintained that a separate action concerning compensation for damage caused by
that act was still possible; thus it was incorrect to state that the preclusion of
wrongfulness could not prejudge any question in regard to compensation, on the
contrary, it irrevocably prejUdged it. According to this observation, any other
interpretation would open the way to a legal instability that would render
pointless the regulation of the substance of the establishment of international
responsibility.

143. One representative felt that the means of vindicating the claim for­
compen8at~.on could have been more clearly delineated. It went. without saying, he
observed, that compensation for damage must be founded on the basic principle of
good f4ith,. since - for. individuals just as for States - those who sought equity
must be deserving of equity~

144. Finally, some representatives stated they had no comments to make for the
time being, as article 35 was a saving clause, transitional and provisional in
nature.

3. Part 2 of the draft

145. Several representatives commended the Special Rapporteur, Mr. Willem Riphagen,
on the high quality of the analyses and data which he had supplied in his
preliminary report on part 2 and expressed their agreement with the approach
adopted by him in connexion with the parameters he established for discussing the
content, foras and degrees of State responsibility.

146. The first parameter, the new obligations of the Stat~ bearing the
responsibility, would, observed one representativo, be divided into obligations
covering the ex tunc aspect (particularly payment of damages as reparations), the
ex nunc aspect (restoration of the rights of the injured State) and the ex ante
.spect (possible guarantees against future breaches of the same obligations). In
setting out those three categories of obligationa of the State, the representative
noted that account WOuld no doubt be taken of tn~ distinction made in article 19
between international delicts and international crimes and that the rule of
proportionality would be applied. Be expected that the same rule would also be
applied to the "new" rights of the injured State, which of course corresponded in
large •••ure to the "neW'· obligations of the state bearing the responsibility and
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which must be defined accordingly. Other "independent" rights had also been
mentioned: the right to terminate a treaty, in accordance with article 60 of
the Vienna Convention; and the right to apply countermeasures, in conformity with
article 30 of part 1 of the draft articles.

147. The chapter dealing with the legal position (rights and obligations) of third
States would, this representative believed, include specific indications as to
what such states could or should do. It was indeed possible that in some cases
third states might maintain a neutral position, but in others some fortnC!ll action
or abstention from action might be required of them. There was a traditional
concept that a wrongful act did not create a new legal relationship between the
State committing the act and so-called "third States". However, it had been
pointed out in the Commission that the dif£erentiation between injured states and
third States tended to disappear for a broad category of internationally wrongful
acts. He hoped that the draft would achieve a proper balance between the two
concepts through an inductive approach.

148. ~ttention was drawn to pargraph 18 of the Special Rapporteur's report
addressing the question whether the legal consequences of breaches of
international obligations which were not wrongful acts should be dealt with in
part 2 of the draft articles. One representative was inclined to think that it
should not, since the draft articles currently under consideration dealt with
international responsibility and should not go beyond the scope of that
responsibility. According to article 1, international responsibility was a
consequence of an internationally wrongful act of a State. The breach of an
internat.ional obligation was one of the elements of such a wron~,ful act, bUt. did
not in itself engender international responsibili~YG It would $eem log!cQl,
therefore, not to deal in part 2 with the consequences of situations that did not
involve such responsibility.

149. It was also noted that the view had been expressed in the Commission that the
exclusion of wrongfulness did not exclUde the possibility that different rules
might operate in cases of breaches of international obligations ~~d place upon the"'.'"State obligations for. total or partial compensation which were not conr.e.~ted wit.11
the commission of a wrongfUl act. .. '

150. Another representative was of the view that part 2 of the draft on Stato
responsibility should be concerned essentially with the consequences of a wrongful
act and tne righ~s afforded to the injured State. The position ef third States
affected by the internationally wrongful act ~as a secondary aspect) and he
therefore had some hesitations about the concept that "new legal relationships"
inevitably arose in all caseS where an internationally wrongful act had been
committed, particularly in the case of mat~rial breach of a treaty obligation.
Consequences might flow from that material breach. As article 60 of the Vienna
Convention on the Law of Treaties had made clear, the other party or parties might
be entitled to terminate the treaty, to suspetld its operation, to seek reparation
or even, depending on the circumstances, to seek restitutio in integrum. In
principle, it would be wise to eschew doctrinal questionB in formulating part 2
of the draft, and to concentrate on determirUng the rights of the injured State in
the various contingencies contemplated. In a definition of those rights, the
obligations of the state which had caused the injury would simurtaneously be
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detined. Ue therefore hoped that the Special Rapporteur would bear in mind tha~

the noral reraedy in cases Of breach of an international obligation was reparation
.nd tbat the application of countermeasures or other forms of sanction was
adaitted only exceptionally - namely, in circums~ances where the essential
inter.eta of tbe injured State could not be protected by r~paration alone.

151. Tbere waS also expressed the view that in formulating a definition of the
different forma of responsibility, two factors should be taken into account:
firt.t.ly, the greater Or lesser importance which the international community
attached to the rUles at the origin of the obligations violated and, secondly,
the greater or lesser gravity of the breacbitself. In defining the degrees of
international responsibility, it was necessary to determine the role to be played
by tbe concepta of reparation and sanction. The Special Rapporteur had suggested
• ..thod whereby the international community could determine the response
proportional to the breach of a particular obligation. Accordingly, the Committee
would ha~e to await the new report of the Special Rapportaur in order to decide
whether the proposed plan of work was satisfactory.

152. A number of representatives observed the possible link between the issues
treated under part 2 and part I of state responsibility and those examined under
the topic "International liability for injurious consequences arising out of acts
not prohibited by intornational law". A question w~s accordingly raised as to
whether article 35 on reservation as to compensation for damage included in part I
of State responsibility properly belongs to that part dealing with secondary
rul•• , or to part 2 dealing with content, formst and degrees of international
relponsibility or whether the question of compensation should appropriately be
tte.ted under the topic of international liability for injurious consequences
arising out of acts not prohibited by international law.

153. There was also a question raised with respect to the link between article 34
of s.lf-defence included in part I and the issues to be· covered under part 2. One
representative observed that measures of self-defence did not constitute a
violation of international law and their function aB a legal consequence of an
arae4 attack, or as a measure intended to restore and ensure the implementation of
the legal rules violated, had not been fully exhausted. The question of self­
defence should therefore be dealt with in part 2 of the draft in connexion with
other legal consequences which might result from an aggression. In that case, a
distinction must be made bet~en aggression and other international crimes. It
would appear, he noted, that the comment,s of the former SpeCilll Rapporteur
regarding defence against armed attack, and Article 51 of the Charter of the
United Nations, gave a more precise description of self-defence in contemporary
international law than the text proposed by the International Law commission,
which invol~ed a danger of misinterpretation.

154. Moat of the representati~es expressed the view that work on part 2 shoUld
proceed aa quickly as possible and in harmony with part I.
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D. ~uestion of treaties concluded between states and international
organizations or between two or more international organizations

1. Comments on the draft articles as a whole,

155. Many representatives expressed satisfaction a~ the sUbstantial progress _de
by the International Law Commission at its thirty-second session on the draft
articles on treaties concluded between States and international organizations or
between international organizations, by adopting articles 61 to 80 and an Annex,
thus colllpleting the first reading of the entire set of draft articles. Tribute
was also paid to the Special Rapporteur, Mr. Paul Reuter, who had made a
remarkable contribution to the Commission's monumental work on the topic and who
had displayed a flexibility Which had made possible the reconciliation of
divergent views on the degree to which international organizations could be
SUbjects of international law. It was noted that the articles and the Annex
adopted at the thirty-necond session were transmitted to Governments and
international organizations for comments.

156. Many representatives stressed the contemporary significance of th~

Commission's work on thtl topic in view of the increasing role playf,td by
international organizations in many fields, notably the maintenanc~ of peace and
security and the promotion of economic co-operation ~mong states, and the
interaction with each other and with States. The Commission' $ work on thr~ topic
responded to the need for legal regulation of relations between international
organizations as well as of their relations with States. The draft articles
closed the gap f@sult1i1gfr~ the decision that tht! Vienna Convention on the Law
of Treaties shouid lIpply only to b:eaties between Stat:.e~. The COIQmission had had
many problems because the law on the topic was not yet SUfficiently developed, due
to the recent appearance of international organizations on the scene as
contracting parties. The legal regulation of treatie~·,t~ wttich inte~n'ational

organizations are parties would necessarily be accompanZ~d ~~ innovations,
especially with regard to the treaty-making capacity r.z..~ international
organizations and their contribution to the international legal order. Provisions
such as that of article 6 on the capacity of international organizations to
conclude treaties represented a ~jor and timely contribution to the codification
and progressive development of international law as it related to international
organizations. The elaboration of special rules that ~ould permit the
strengthening of the position and influence of international organizations
within the framework of the existing international legal order, deserved support.
The new set of rules concerned with the treaty-making role of international
organizations was of partiCUlar interest to States which served as hosts to
international organizations and would be most useful tQ legal advisers of M.~.r

States, particularly small Member States, in their treatynegotiatlons with
international organizations.

IS7. In relation to the increasing role of internationel organizations reference
was made to the World Bank and the International Monetary Pund which had over tbe
years concluded numerous agree~nts with States within their respective spheres
of competence, as well as to the Agreement establishing a Common puna for
Commodities and the future Conv~ntion on the Law of the Sea which-provided
for legal arrangements between states and international organization~ ~ amonq
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international or9~ni~ations. It was also stated that the European Economic
Community, which had a juridical personality and the capacity in international law
to conclude treaties with States or other entities, considered itself entitled to
treatment not less favourable than that given to international organizations by
the Commission's draft articles. Within the limits of its competence, the
Community was a party to many international treaties in the fields of commercial
policy, fisheries and environment and to several co~~odity agreements.

158. Several representatives noted with approval the Commission's intention to
start the second reading of the draft articles without delay in the light of
comments and observations received from Governments and international
organizations~ The hope was expressed that the second reading could start at
the Commission~s thirty-third session and that it would not entail unnecessary
time and effort. Several representatives indiceted that their Governrn~nts would
sub~it detailed comments in writing on the draft articles and, with regard to
articles 1 to 60, would seek to adhere to the limit of 1 February 1981 set by the
Commission. In this connexion, one representative believed that it was difficult
for Governments to comment constructively on individual parts of a complete set of
draft articles under preparation in the Commission, since they naturally wished
to have a sight of the complete draft in order to assess whether early provisions
on which they might have had some doubts or reservati~ns had been qualified by
later provisions.

159. Certain representatives considered that in order to formulate, in second
reading, rules that were as close as possible to Stats practice, the Commission
should make a fuller and more thorough study of treaties concluded by States with
international organizati~ns or bet~een the latter, in order to single out the
specific characteristics of that category of treaty. The conclusions of that
study of exibting treaties, inclUding the most recent treaties, such as the
agreement establishing a Common ~und for Commodities and the forthcoming
Convention on the Law of the Sea, would SUbsequently be reflected in the
commentaries on the articles.

160. In the opinion of one representative, there appeared to be a tendency in the
Commission to make statements without specific authority, on the grounds of
~r09ressive development or of discussions that had taken place in the Commission.
That 'W!1S no doubt due to shortage of time, and he hoped that it could be
remedied. In this connexion, another representative, referring to paragraph (10)
of the commentary on article 66, felt that it was too general for his delegation
to express an opinion concerning the Special Rapporteur's view, which had not been
endorsed by the Commission o In view of the fact that the Commission's summary
records were not easily and rapidly accessible, the Commission shOUld. summarizQ in
its future reports the various views expressed in its meetings when such cases
arose.

161. With reference also to the commentaries, one representative stated that he
had been struck. by the fact that th@ commentaries of t~e Conwission on the draft
articles, -espeoia1ly those adopted at its thirty-first session, in some cases
varied considerably from the original commentary submitted by the Special
Rapporteur although th& Commis9ion's Year~k did not indicate that they had been
formally discussed or adopted i.i the Commission.. Moreover, in one case at least,
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the cOmmentary ~dopted in 1979 on article 56 (A/34/l0, p. 436) not only did not
correspond to the parallel commentary adopted by the Commission in 1966 on what
had become article 56 of the Vienna Convention, where examples of treaties to
which that article refer~ed had been deliberately excluded, but in some respects
proceeded from a dif.ferent conception of the question. He stresseQ ,in that
connexion that commentaries were of the gteatest importance and must be adopted
with care. He therefore requested that the editors of the ILC Yearbook should
revert to the earlier practice of indicating the formal adoption of each paragraph
of each commentary before the adoption of the report as a whole and that, if
necessary, the Commission should make the necessary adjustments in its procedure
for adopting its report.

(a) ~ethod of work and scope of the draft

162. The repr.esentatives who spoke on the matter generally agreeQ with the
Commission's decision to base its work on the Vienna Convention as a framewor~ and
to model the draft articles after the provisions of that Convention. This method,
it was said, had made it possible to avoid serious controversy. In reference also
to the Commission's me~~od, certain representatives considered that the Commission
had succeeded in adapting the Vienna Convention which wa~ now in force, to the
particular needs of treaties to which international organizations were parties,
without disturbing the basic structure of the Vienna Convention. That was
especially important in view of the fact that the Vienna Convention could rightly
be considered as the written expression of contemporary international customary
law on the SUbject. The Convention reflected a very delicate balance between the
various interests involved and should not be jeopardized by alterations that might
c:ompromise its credibility. Although the drafting of the articles had revealed
Eome inaccur~cies and deiiciencies in the Vienna Convention, great caution must be
exercised in remedying them.

163. Some representatives 1 while recogn1z1ng the analogy between the articles
being drafted and the Vienna Convention, pointed out that there were limits to
that analogy in view of the special nature of international organizations, which
could not be placed on an equal footing with States. There were substantial
differences between States and international organizations in regard to their
treaty-making capacity which ahould always be kept in mina in order to avoid any
facile analogy. The treaty-making capacity of international organizations was
restricted by the statutes of the international organization and by its rules,
which we~e adopted by soverei9~ States. It was precisely those differences which
at times caused considerable difficulties in endectvours to "transfer" tharules
regulating legal relations betwe~n States as laid down in the Vienna Convention to
the sphere of action of international organizations. Thoserepresentatives
considered that, on th~ whole, the articles adopted by the Commission seemed to
embody workable solutions bearing in mind the substantial distinctions existing
between States and international organizations and the fact that such
organizations were dependent on thair member States. Some modifications had been
introduced to the corresponding articles of the Vienna Convention to take account
of the fact that international organizations had a mor~li'mited competence than
States and to ensure that the provisions were appropriate no matter ,,"bether the
parties to a treaty were State~as w011 as intergovernmental organizations o~ only
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intergovernmental organizations. tn the view of certain representatives, some of
the articles appeared not to reflect sufficiently the distinction between States
and international organizations and, consequently, some changes would have to be
made to take account of the special circumstances that arose wh~n international
or9ani~ations were parties to a treaty.

164. One representative stressed his preference for the original proposal by the
Special Rapporteur that the draft should be based, mutatis mutandis, on the Vienna
Convention. In his view, the existing draft articles showed that there was a
danger of regarding international organizations as having some sort of
second-class status, whereas in fact they derived their status from international
law. In the light of existing practice, the current draft could not be regarded
as progressive. The areas of distinction explored in 1978 and 1979 between States
and organizations were not useful because they tended either to confuse the issue
by indicating a difference when no real difference existed, or to be demeaning to
international organizations, as for example in article 42. It had been suggested
that treaties between states and international organizations and those between
inte~national organizations needed separate treatment for reasons of drafting, but
if there was no real difference, the requirements of drafting could not justify
making ooe. The distinction conflicted with the experience of recent years and
should be eliminated. On the other hand, one representative, referring to the
draft articles as a whole considered that, as SUbjects of international law,
international organizations had not been assigned a secondary status. It was true
that States possessed the attributes of sovereignty, whereas international
organizations were no more than their members wished them to be, and the draft
articles must take that fundamental difference into account.

165. One represent~tive, emphasizing that certain rules applicable to States in
their international relations could not be transposed automatically in the case of
relations between two or more international organizations, cited as an example the
case of reservations to treaties. In his view, formulations like those contained
in articles 19 and 19 bis did not adequately reflect the specific aspects of the
two categories of subjects of international law. He indicated that the same
co~nt was valid with regard to the relationship between internal law and the
rules of an international organization (art. 27). To assimilate mechanically the
relationship between international law and the rules of treaties concluded between
States~ on the one hand, to the relation between internal law and the rules of
international organizations, on the other, would lead to the sanctioning in
international legal relations of the subordination of internal law to the rules of
an international organization, which would be unacceptable, because that would
infringe on State sovereignty, which wa~ a fundamental principle in law and in
international relations. For these reasons, he considered that the specific
elements of relations between States and international relations, on the one hand,
and between two or more international organizations, on the other, should be
reflected more striotly in the draft articles as a whole, and not only in the last
part adopted at the Commission's thirty-second session.

166. In the opinion of some representatives, the draft articles involved a degree
of compromise as a result of some difference of view about the capacity of
international o~9anizations to act in international law. with tegard to the legal
status of international organizations, the Commission had succeeded in empirically
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striking the proper balance between different situations of States and
international organizations and between the traditionalist viewpoint and views
which equated the status of international organizations with that of States. In
this connoxion it was said that the Commission had noted that the co~petence of
international organizations was limited to their rules (art. 6), but had provided
that that limitation could not become an excuse for depriving treaties of their
binding effect unless the defect was one which had been apparent, or should have
been apparent, to another contracting State or organization (art. 46). Reference
was also made, particularly to articles 6, 7, 13, 16, 18, 19, 19 bis, 19 ter, 20,
20 bis, 36 bis, 62, 65,' 66, 73 and 75 as evidence of the Commission's balanced
approach.

167. Several representatives referred to the structure of the draft, to the manner
in which the articles had been cast and to the terminology used. In this regard
it was pointed out that at the outset of its work on the topic, the Commission had
noted the extremely close relationship between the rules governing treaties
between States and international organizations and the rules governing treaties
between States themselves as reflected in the Vienna Convention. The Commission
had stressed the desirability of bringing the terminology and wording of the
draft articles into line with the Vienna Convention in advance, so as to form
a homogeneous whole with that Convention. The Commission had been faithful to its
initial approach and had now completed the laborious task of analysing the Vienna
Convention and seeing how far its provisions had to be adapted to establish a set
of self-contained rules on the topic. The draft articles were not intended
to interfere with the Vienna Convention; their purpose was to provide an adjunct
to it.

168. Nevertheless, it was said, the Commission's pursued policy of not reopening
matters that had been settled in Vienna might sometimes be obscured by the
denseness of the language used in the d~aft in an attempt to cover all possible
situations; at the current stage the aim must be to simplify the wording. For
example, in cases where there was a substantive difference between prOVisions
dealing with treaties to which only international organizations were parties and
provisions dealing with treaties to which both states and international
organizations were parties, there must be separate provisions. However, more
frequently the sUbstantive rule was the same, and there seemed to be little
purpose in distinguishing the two cases in parallel provisions. Reference was
made in this respect to the section on reservations, where a distinction was
repeatedly made between treaties to which States and one or more international
organizations were parties, and treaties to which international .. :rganizations and
one or more States were par.ties. But the draft articles at no point provided that
those apparently different types of treaty should be governed by different rules.
The whole composite phrase used seemed only to distinguish between treaties to
which there ~ere three parties and bilateral treaties; if that was indeed the only
purpose of the phrase, which gave the impression that the intention was to depart
from the Vienna model, it should be possible to simplify the language, and perhaps
to use one or more phrases in the definitions article that would serve the same
substantive purpose and leave the text more spare.
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169. In the opinion of one representati~e, the draft articles contained boo much
detail, perhaps as a result of following the Vienna Convention too closely.
Several other representatives noted that the draft articles contained many
provisions that were merely taken over from tbe Vienna Convention. In their view,
the Commission should now streamline the text and draft a relatively brief
instrument which would concentrate on the changes to be made in the Vienna
Convention and avoid "",re repetition of its terms. In this regard it was said
that, in 40ing so, the Commission should not lose sight of the need to draft a new
legal in8tru~nt that was not identical to existing instruments. It was also said
that the many literdl repetitions of the provisions of the Vienna Convention might
be redUced by using a system of cross-ref2rences.

170. Addressing himself in more detail to the question, one representative
observed that a quick glance at articles 61 to 80 revealed that six articles from
the Vienna Convention had been taken over without any change of language
whatsoe~er, that eight articles from the Vienna Convention had been taken over
with only minimal drafting changes or other changes necessary to accommodate the
special circumstances of international organizations, and that only six articles
from the Vienna Convention had been subject to slightly more substantial
adaptation. In his view, the question was whether the methodological approach
hitherto adopt~d should now be revi~wed. Prima fac~~, the set of draft articles
would appear to be suitable for transformation into an international convention
that would complement the Vienna Conventi~n. There was, however, a great risk
that the submission of the draft articles to a plenipotentiary conference could
open the way to amendments that would undermine the authority of the Vienna
Convention by reopening issues which had been solved only with the greatest
difficulty at the united Nat~ions Conference on the Law of Treaties. If '..he
Commission decided to recommend that a convention should be concluded on the basis
of its preparatory work, it should conduct a thorough review of the draft articles
between first and second readings with a view to recasting them in the form of the
necessary modifications to the Vienna Convention. The advantages of that
admittedly difficult task far outweighed the disadvantages. In the opinion of
another representative, a reason for not trying to reword the Vienna Convention
was that if the Vienna articles were SUbmitted to Cl number of codification
conferences the texts based on it might vary, as a consequence of different
explanations of what the Vienna text meant, and thus the law of treaties embodied
in the Vienna Convention might be eroded. Re accordingly reiterated his appeal
for a return to the Special Rapporteur's suggestion that the text of the Vienna
Convention mutatis mutandis should be used as the basis for the draft articles.

171. one representative considered it possible, for example, to recast article 65
to read~

"Article 6S of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties shall apply to
treaties to which the present articles apply, it being understood that any
notification or objection made by an international organization shall be
gover~ed by the relevant rules of that organization."

In his view, it might be possible to shorten the draft radically if that technique
could be employed. The Commission could even consider dealing with whole groups
of draft articles in that way, specifying only those adaptations to the basic
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articles of the Vienna Convention ~~at would be necessary. The recasting of the
draft articles in that way would not necessarily involve any change of sUbstance.
It could, however, result in a sUbstantial reduction in the number of draft
articles. That would in turn considerably ease the task of any plenipotentiary
conference that might be convened to consider the draft articles, thereby bringing
about considerable financial savings. Above all, it would substantially reduce
the risk of damage to the structure and authority of the Vienna Convention. The
Commission had been punctilious in adhering strictly to the text of the Vienna
Convention, except when it considered that some modification or qualification was
necessary because of the special nature of the treaties covered by the draft. It
could not be assumed, however, that such rigorous self-discipline would be applied
as effectively in a wider forum.

172. with regard to the scope of the draft, one representative held the view that
treaties concluded between two or more international organizations only were a
separate question altogether, which raised delicate problems (for instance,
treaties concluded b~tween two subsidiary organs of the General Assembly) and that
the Commission's task would be greatly simplified if that aSPect, which did not
meet any international need, were to be dropPed.

173. Another representative wondered whether the draft articles were SUfficiently
flexible to apply to the wide variety of treaties that could be concluded by an
international organization. In his view, that question concerned several of the
articles of the draft submitted by the Commission. In fact, the draft articles
made no distinction between (a) treaties concluded between an international
organization and one or more of its member States, (b) treaties concluded between
an international organization end an "external entity", whether that entity was
a non-member State or another international organization with a substantially
different composition and (c) treaties between two or more ~rganizations of
substantially similar compos{tion. According to that representative, the rules
codified by the Vienna Convention, which referred to treaties between St~tes, were
based on the coexistence of entirely distinct entities, namely, sovereign States.
In principle, applying those rules to category (b) called merely for certain
amendments of a technical nature which were introduced in the draft articles
prepared by the Commission. But he wondered whether more profound and fundamental
amendments would not be necessary in order to apply those articles to categories
(a) and (c). It might seem strange to apply rules which concern relations between
States to relations between an international orgdnization and its member States
(category (a» and to relations bet~een international or~anizations mede up of the
same States (category (c». In his View, it woul(l seem nt)rma1, with regard to
treaties in category (a), to attach greater importa~ce ~ the internal rules of
the organization in combining the rules, whereas in the case of treaties in
category (c) it would seem more normal to regard those treaties as constituting an
implicit change in the internal rules of the two organizations. Be observed that
the foregoing were only presumptions, which might be ,~ntradicted by the terms of
the treaty or by the nature or special function of the rule of the organization
involved.

174. Moreover, he said, the distinction between the three categories of treaties
applied perhaps more to tne solution of legal questions which 4 had not yet
been dealt with in the draft articles and which were "reserved" by article 73 of
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the draft, particularly questions which might arise by reason of the termination
of the existenc. of the organization or the termination of participation by a
State in the membership of the organization. From article 73 it followed that the
draft articles failed to defi.\e, inter alia, the legal consequences, with regard
to a treaty to which an international organization was a party, of certain events
Mntioned in that article. It would be possible, for instance, to maintain that
article 42, stipulating that the validity of a treaty or the validity of the
oonsent to be bound by a treaty could be impeached, and that the termination of
a treaty, ita denunciation, the withdrawal of a party or the suspension of the
optration of a treaty which oould take place "only through the application of
the present articles", did not necessarily apply to the cases mentioned in
article 13. By that interpretation, it would seem that a treaty between an
international organization and one of its member States - specifically, a mandate
agreement concluded by the League of Nations - could be regarded, after the
disappearance of the League of Nations, as remaining in force between the
united Nations and the Member state involved and as being unilaterally terminable
by the united Nations without having to resort to the procedure provided for in
article 65 et s!9- and in the Annex to the draft articles. That solution would be
conaistent with the conclusions reached by tne International Court of Justice in
its advisory opinions concerning Namibia.

(b) F~rm of the draft and final stage of the codification of the topic

175. S.qetal representatives expressed the hope that the formulations adopted
after the re~~ipt of comments by Governments and international organizations and
after the second reading would provide a basis for the adoption of a universal
convention which could be signed by the greatest number of States. Only then
would it be possible to say that the codification work in that area had been
completed and, with it, the codification of the international law of treaties as
a Whole. In the opinion of certain representatives, the draft articles should not
emerge merely as an appendage to the vienna Convention. One representative
believed that consideration shOUld be given to recasting the essential articles in
the form of a supplementary protocol to the vienna Convention, a procedure that
would be both more expeditious and less dangerous. Also in this connexion, other
representatives atated that, bearing in Mind that the draft incorporated the
artioles of the Vienna Convention with only minor changes, the question arose as
to whether such a duplication of effort aigbt be avoided by proposing amendments
or modifications to the rUle. appearing in the Vienna Convention.

176. It was pointed out that the form which the final stage of work on the topic
should take Was a question to be decided by the General Assembly after the
completion of the Comaission's second reading of the draft. In the view of
~ever.l representative., if the COMmission decided to recommend to the Assembly
the cOl1lvening of a plenipotentiary conference for the adoption of a conqention,
the qu••tion might arise as to whether international organizations should also be
invited to participate in that conference, and if so, which organizations should
be invited and in what manner. It was said that the Commission should give
careful consideration to those delicate issues when it made its recommendations to
the Assembly. In this connexion the opinion was expressed that, in the event of
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a conference, int.ernational organizations must. be invit.ed to part.icipat.e as full
members and not. merely as observers. It was furt.her st.at.ed that. any internat.ional
organization to which the draft art.icles applied should be able to t.ake part. in
the preparat.ion of the final text.

177. Several representatives deemed it. prudent for the Commission not to include
final provisions in its draft, since in most cases that was a matter for
considerat.ion by the body entrusted with the t.ask of elaborat.ing the final
inst.rument. of codification. In their view, however, if the draft. took the form of
an international convention, internat.ional organizations ought to be treated like
States, as to the manner of becoming bound by such a convention, that is to say,
they should be able to become full part.ies to it by normal procedures. The
convention should be open for signature and ratification by internat.ional
organizations, including the European Economic Community, when their constit.utions
permitted them to conclude such a convention.

2. Comments on the various draft. articles

178. Many represent~tives co~~ented on specific articles of the draft, whether
adopted by the Commission at its thirty-second or previous ses8ions~ Those
comment.s are summari.zed below, on an article-by-article basis. Some
representatives made general observations on groups of articles. Thus,
in the opinion of one representative, it was clear from the commentary to
art.icles 62, 65, 66, 73 and 75 and the Annex t.hat the Commission had proceeded
extremely caut.iously, perhaps even over-cautiously. Another representative
considered that. articles 60 to 63 were based on the pr inciples of municipal law.
It was also said that. the special position of intetnational organizat.ions had been
covered in detail in articles 65,66 and ,73. Several representat.ives expressed in
general their support. for articles 61 to 80, subject in some cases to specific
reservat.ions reflected below under t.he corresponding art.icles.

Article 1. Scope of the present articles

179. In the opinion of one represent.ative, t.he scope of the draft art.icles could
prOfitably be made more specific. The term "one or more States" in paragraph (a)
could refer either to member States or to non-member Stat.es of tbecontracting
international organization, while in paragraph (b), the contr&ctirlg "international
organizations" could have either substantially the same membership ot varied
melnberships. Given those additional subdivisions, tne different. Situations could
then be accorded distinct t.reatment.s appropriate to each.
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Articl. 36 bis. Effects of a treaty to ~hich an international
organization is partx wit~ respect to third States
membe~. of that organization

and

Article 37. Revocation or lnodification of obligations or rights of
third states or third international organizations

180. Some representatives supported the retention of article 36 bis which was
still between brackets, and drew attention to the importance which the European
Jcon~io Co~unity attached to it. It was said that ~he article differed in
thrust:. and intention from the corresponding ~ection of the Vienna Convention.
In that Convention a third State was thought of as outside the scope of tbe
contract between the parties to the treaty, but in the current draft a third State
could be a State which was a member of an organization that was a party to the
treaty, ~nd that was a different relationship. It was stressed that there were
mportant organizations which, in fact and in law, disposed of matters that would
otherwise be within the control of individual member States and that it would be
of great practical value to States dealing with those orgarii2:ations if the text
could inclUde provisions that took due account of tbose developments. According
to One view, that was undoubtedly a question of some novelty which would need
careful thought on second reading, and would require goodwill and eo-operation
from all the various groups of States, so that the result might be a practical one
reflecting existing conditions.

181. Other representatives wondered whether it was necessary to deal with the
question mentioned in article 36 bis at the current stage of development of
international law and proposed its del~tion since it had not been unanimously
approved by the Commission. It was said in this connexion that paragraph (a) of
that article conflicted with the generally accepted rule of international law that
treaties could not create rights or obligations for any third State without its
consent. The provisions of paragraph (a) referred to 8upranational organizations
and not to international organizations as defined in article 2 and were modelled
on the features of a single organization, the European Economic Community. It was
further stated that in practice the application of that article even to that
very organization would lead to COnfusiQn, because the r.elevant rules of the
or9ani~ation, rules to which the article referred, did not always provide an
exact ftnswer as to whether the member States of the or9ani~ation were or were
not: bound by the treaty conclUded by the organization. The Intetrnational Law
C~is.ion'8 draft consisted of general rules on the conclusion of treaties to
which international organizations were parties. From the legal standpoint there
was no justifioation for an attempt to formulate proviuions valid for only one
organization, whose character Was basically different from that of the great
majority of international orgahi~ations.

182. one representative said he fOUnd some difficUlty with the principle set forth
in article 36 bis. In his view, the inclusion of a provHli,'m which contradicted
the l~.l precision of the "third-party" clause in contractual matters had
appatently been moti~ated by the desire to maintain the required balance in the
text of article 35. How~ver, it was difficult to enVisage a State which had not
requested the establish_nt of a right. in its favour reeining obliged to assume
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the consequences of an act of which it was ignorant. In addition, if dcaft
articles 36 bis and 66, paragraph 3, were interpreted in conjunction with one
another, it would be noted that a third state could be involved in a contcoversy
about a treaty to which it was not a party by the simple fact of being a member
of an organization.

183. One representative, referring to both article 36 bis and artiCle 3~,

paragraphs 5 and 6, emphasized the necessity of dealing with the legal effects
of a treaty to which an international organization was party with respect to the
States me~bers of that organization who were not themselves, as such, parties to
the treaty. In his view, it would be neither equitable nor realistic to treat
States members of an international organization, with regard to a treaty concluded
by that organization, on the same footing as States which had nothing whatever to
do with that treaty - in other words, as third States. The States members of an
international organization were required to enable the organization to fulfil its
obligations under a treaty which it had validly concluded, unless the second pact
of paragraph 2 of article 27 applied - in other wordB, unless the perfor~nce of
the treaty, according to the intention of the parties, was subject to the e~ercise

of the functions and powers of the organi~ation. with regard to the ri9hts
aris;"ng from such a treaty, a rule similar to that stated!n paragraph 2 of
article 27 applied. In other words, the terms of the treaty its~lf in ~~e first
instance indicated whether and to what extent States members of the organization
could exercise individual rights under the treaty. In either case, the importance
of the terms of the treaty concluded between an organization and another
organization or a State, including what the parties to the tr~aty had agreed,
was emphasized by paragraphs 5 and 6 of article 37.

184. He considered that the rules of the organization, which established the legal
relations between the member states and the organization must be combined with the
rules laid down in the treaty concluded by the organization if the principle of
E§lcta sunt servanda was to apply to both those sets of rules. Normally, it was
the latter set of rules - the treaty concluded by the international organization ­
which shOUld contain the provisions concerning the manner in which the two sets of
rules were to be reconciled. In fact, When ~e two sets of rules were
incompatible, the treaty could not be conclUded or, if concluded, was invalid
(art. 46, paras. 2 and 3). Moreover, articl~ 27, p&ragraph 2, showed that the
intention of the parties to the treaties conclUded by the organization might be
that "performance of the treaty" is subject to b)e "exercise of the functions
and powers of the organization", in which case the' .. [internal] rules ot the
organization" clearly prevailed. lie was of the opinion that, except for those two
extteme cases, the aforementionP.dcombination might involve the rights and
obligations of the organs of the international organization other than the organ
which actually concluded the treaty and, possibly through tho~e organs but also
directly, the ~ights and obligations of the states ~mbers of the organization.
Everything depended on the express or implicit terms of the treaty concluded by
the organization, inclUding any other relevant e~ressions of the intention of
the parties to the treaty and of the "parties" to the .. [internal] rules of the
organization" at the moment of the conclusion of the treaty.. Artlcl«; 36 bis
and article 37, paragraphs 5 and I), merely stated prequmptions concerning the
intention of the parties and concerning the manner in ~mich that intention could
be expressed. He believed that, on the whole, those presumptions were. realistic.
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In any event, tbeto was nothing to ptevent tbe treaty itself fra. expressing a
oontrary intention, for instance by including a clause providing that the States""'1'. of tbe organization could not" in iaplellentatlon of tbe: treaty concluded
by the organization, exercise certain rights or be bound by certain obligations.
Th~, tbe article. were SUfficiently flexible to apply to the wide variety of
internal rul•• of the various international organizations.

Article 5~. Coercion of a representative of a State
or of an international organization

and

Article 52. Coercion of a State or of an international- organization b~ tbe threat or use of force

185. on. representative stressed that there were legal rulings establishlng a
diff.rence between coercion of the representative of a State and coercion of a
St~t.. In hi. View, most jurists were of the opinion that coercion of a
r.p'....ntativ. rendered a treaty void. That concept had been codified in
articl. 51 of th. Vienna Convention. Where the coercion was applied to a State,
it w•• forc.d bO conclude a treaty which it would not have concluded in norMal
clrcuaatanoe., and the concept set forth in article 52 of the Commission's draft
.hould therefore be widened. Moreover, it could not be agreed that, for the
purpoae. of the draft, consent was invalidated by coercion. The nulliey arose
not frOll the coercion but from an act which violated international law.

Article 53. Treaties conflicting with a peremptory nor~

of general international law <ius c0gen8)

186. In trte opinion of one representative, norms of jus cogens constituto1 a
guarantee that the basic principles on which the international coamunity relied
would be illpleMnte4, and under article 53 of the Vienna Convention, in his view,
the concept of general law was incorporated into conventional law. However,
article S3 of the COMmission's draft Wa. contradictory in prOViding that a
per••ptory nor. of international law could be modified only by a SUbsequent norm
of general international law having the same character. Par that representative,
artlcl. S3 did not include gener&lity as one of the eleMenta of a legal nor.,
""ether under national or international law, despite the fact that that was one of
the characteri.tic. of law. The diffiCUlty ar08e when the nor. of international
law derived fr~ an international treaty, since it was necessary to determine
wh.th.r or not article S3 applied to such noras. The article ended wbere it
ahould begin and, because it did not specify that characteristic Made a general
nor. a no~. of jus 99gens, it left a gap which it was essential to fill.

ArtIcle 61. Supervening lmee$sibility of perforMance

187. In the opinion of one repre.entative, it would b. appropriate to place greater
..ph..i. on the special polltion of international organizations, particularly with
regard to c•••• in which • 1eg&..L .ituation governing the application of a treaty
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ceased to exist. In practice the disappearance of such legal situations would
occur more often in the case of international organizations than of States, since
international organizations could not act independently of their member States.
Another representative agreed with the interp£etation of article 61 that cases of
impossibility of performance had to do more with the application of the treaty
than with the parties or the conduct of the parties. with regard to the
commentary to article 61 and in particular paragraph (4) of the commentary, one
representative pointed out that, if, in the case referred to in the pa~a9raph,

namely non-performance by an international organization of a treaty to which it
was a party owing to lack of financial resources, the question of the
international responsibility of the organization could be raised - a question
which, according to article 73, lay outside the scope of the draft articles - it
was also possible to speak in the appropriate case, of the legal impossibility of
performance or laesio enormis, for example, where the number of States members of
the organization fell below the minimum number required to enable the organization
regularly to meet its major financial obligations.

Article 62. Fundam~ntal change of circumstances

188. Some representatives expressed in general their support for the provision of
the article.

189. Referring to the article as a whole, one representative considered that it
would have been preferable to indicate eKplicitly that, in the ~vent of a dispute,
the decision as to whether there had been a fundamental change of circumstances
would have to be taken by a jUdicial body, once the conciliation procedures had
been exhausted. Furthermore, there should be some restrictions to the exception
relating to fundamental change of circumstances, so as to avoid any possibility
that a treaty might cease to have effect following a unilater,al decision. Another
representative indicated that, as noted in paragraph (2) of the commentary to
article 62, a number of fundamental changes could result from acts which took
place inside and not outside the organization. Those acts were not necessarily
imputable to the organization as such (although in some cases they were), but to
the States members of the organization. For instance, while States could not
ground the non-fulfilment of a given international obligation on changes in their
domestic legisl.ation, a change in the constituent document of an international
organization could substantially change its legal capacity and impede the
fulfilment of the obligation assumed by it.

190. Most of the representatives who spoke on article 62 addressed themselves bo
the provision of para~raph 2. It was said in this respect that the preclusion in
paragrapb 2 of the application of the rule of a fundamental change of
circumstances to treaties establishing boundaries took partiCUlar account of the
s~\ecial importance of State boundaries and treaties on boundaries in the
preservation of world peace and the development of good neighbourly relations.
It was further said that paragraph 2 reflected the idea of the stability of
treaties establishing boundaries, since the rebus sic stantibus clause could not
be invoked in such cases.
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191. It was also etated that with respect to paragraph 2, the question waS posed
as to whether an international organization could be said to "establish a
boundary" for a State by completing a treaty with it, thereby subjecting such a
treaty to the stabilizing effects of article 62. Some representatives supported
the concluaions reached by the Commission and in particular the remarks made in
the commentary with regard to the applicability, even to international
organizations, of the clause dealing with treaties establishing a boundary.

192. Other representatives, however, took a different position. Paragraph 2 was
interpreted as referring to the concluding of agreements between States with the
participation of international organizations. Doubts were expressed in this
connexion as to the legal competence of international organizations to conclude
treaties establishing boundaries. It was said that the term "boundaries" referred
to the limits of the territory within which a state exercised its jurisdiction;
they were imaginary lines separating the territory of one state from the territory
of other States) in concluding treaties of that nature, States acted on the basis
of their own legal and constitutional order. In the opinion of those
reprasentatives~ the term "boundary~ as used in the article could only refer to
the boundaries of a State, since international organizations did not enjoy
sovereignty ana were not entitled to territorial integrity. The article should
apply only to those ~reaties by which the territory of States - i.e. the territory
wherein States exercised their full and unlimited sovereignty - was established or
modified. In the opinion of one representative, it should be noted that one of
the requisites for statehood under customary international law was that a State
must have a defined boundary. Although international organizations were endowed
with juridical personality, they could only acquire property in accordance with
their status, and in practice no situation had arisen in which an international
organization had a boundary with a State. According to r;ragraph (5) of the
commentary to the article, the term "boundary" denoted the limit of the
terrestrial territory of a State, and, in his view, it therefore followed that,
since an international organization had no territory, it had no boundaries in the
traditional meaning of the word and could not, therefo~e, establish a boundary for
itself. For that reason it seemed to him far-fetched to apply the notion of
"boundary" as provided in article 62, sUbparagraph 2 (a), of the Vienna
Convention, to internationQ1 organizations.

193. One representative, stressing that difficulties continued to exist with
respect to treaties determining boundaries to which at least one of the
contracting parties was an international organization, drew attention to the
results of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea which might
shed some additional light on that matter. In this connexion, another
representative referring to the prospective International Sea-Bed Authority,
acknowledged that there would be a boundary line on either side of which national
jurisdiction and international jurisdiction would be exercised; however, the
present text of the Convention on the Law of the Sea envisaged only that that line
would be established unilaterally by the coastal State taking into account, as
appropriate, the recommendations of the Commission on the Limits of the
Continental Shelf. It was possible, however, to envisage an agreement between the
coastal State and the International Sea-Bed Authority concerning the dividing line
between national and international jurisdiction. In his view, the Commission
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should therefore not have rUled out such a possibility entirely when drafting
paragraph 2. Some representatives, however, did not consider that it was
appropriate that the traditional term "boundary" - within the meaning of
parag~aph 2 - should also apply to the delimitation of maritime areas in which
States exercised only limited rights, for example, in the contiguous zone, the
economic zone! or the con~inental shelf. In their view, the delimitations of the
continental shelf and the sea-bed referred to as examples in the Commission's
report, and future delimitations of the nK~n and other celestial bodies for
purposes of economic exploitation, could not be compared to the exercise of State
authority and would require a different solution in each case.

Article 63. Severance of diplomatic or consular relations

194. In the opinion of one representative, article 63 failed to introduce any new
provision governing relations between States and .international organizations or
between international organizations themselves. paragraphs (~) and (3) of the
Commission's commentary did state that the severance of relations between a State
and an international organization did not affect their respective obligations.
That was not reflected, however, in the text of article 63, possibly because
the Commission had been hesitant to describe relations between States and
internation&l organizations as ."diplomatic relations·.

195. SOMe represantatives considered that the article was based ~n the prinoiple
that diplomatic and consular relations could exist only between States. It was
pointed out, however, that the European Economic Community had established
external rel~tions with states not members of the Community and international
organizations in order to be represented in those third States and those
organizations. Similarly, many States had permanent representation in tbe
institutions of the Community. Consequently, it was said, the status of the
r.elations thus established by the Community was sui generis owing to the nature of
the capacities inherent in the Community, and was based to some extent on the
status of diplomatic and consular relations between States. For those reasons,
doubts were expressed about the wording of draft article 63. It was suggested
tha~ perhaps the title of the article cOI'ld be reworded to refer to "diplomatic
or consular or other formal relations", and the text might be amended to read:
" ••• between parties to a treaty ••• " instead of " ••• between states parties ••• ".

Article 64. Emergence of a new peremptory norm of general
international law (jus cogens)

196. In the opinion of one representative, article 64 created a new dimension in
inter.national law by declaring existing treaties void if they were in conflict
with a new peremptory norm of general international law.

197. Another representative considered that the wording of article 64 w~s not
SUfficiently precise) if there emerged a new peremptory norm of general
international law which invalidated an existing treaty conflicting with that norm,
the treaty could not be said to be void, because it had actually been in force
during the period prior to the entry into effect of the new peremPtory norm.
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How.ve~, the authors of the Viennft Convention had not established any criteria for
identifying in a treaty what constituted peremptory norms of general international
law, and that therefore became a matter for judicial interpretation. In the case
of a country which tried to evade its contractual obligations on the ground that
the treaty which it had signed was in conflict with general international law,
there would be, in his view, two possibilit~j's: if its contention was correct,
the treaty would become void because the obligation to comply with international
law must prevail; if it was incorrect, that country would have violated its
obligation to act in good faith and would incur international responsibility in
accordance with the applicable general norms.

198. It was also stressed that, as the concept of a peremptory norm of
international law was of recent date and had no decisive precedent, it would be
neces~ary to inclUde in the text of article 64 a provision dealing with the role
that would have to be played by the International Court of Justice in that
connexion.

Article 65. !!ocedure to be followed with respect to invalidit~,

~rmination, withdrawal from or suspension of the
operation of a treaty

199. One representative, po~nting out that article 65 maintained the period of
threQ months laid down in the Vienna Convention v recalled that, although it had
been recognized during the debate in the Commission that such a moratorium, which
was appropriate for States, might be t~o short for an international organization,
it had been decided not to alter it, on the grounds that an international
organization could always present an objection within the three-month period and
withdraw it sUbsequently. In his view, that was not a very satisfactory argument,
and article 65 should be improved in that respect, because international
organizations should not be left with no choice bu\: to present objections that
might have only the slightest of foundations, just to meet the deadline.

Article 66. Procedures for judicial settlement,
arbitration and conciliation

and

ANNEX. Procedures established in application of article 66

200. Most representatives Who spoke on the question, referred jointly to the
provisions of article 66 and the Annex. Certain representatives indicated that,
under article 66, when a dispute arose between a State and another State, the
provisions of the Vienna Convention would apply, and those provisions had been
included in paragraph 1 of the article. If there was a dispute regarding
jus cogens, any party might submit it to the International Court of Justice unless
they agreed to refer it to arbitration. Other disputes concerning the invalidity,
termination and suspension of the operation Of a treaty could be referred to
conciliation, the proeedural details of tlhich were set out in the Annex. It was
further stated that, on the other hand, no such distinction between jus cogens and
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other provisions was made when one or both of the parties to a dispute were
international organizations. The Commission had been obliged to take account
of the fact that currentlY8 pursuant to Article 34 of the Statute of the
International Court of Justice, only states could be parties in cases before
the Court. Accordingly, the possibility of recourse to the Court in contentious
proceedings on any dispute concerning the interpretation or application of the
jus cggens articles in the draft had to be excluded if an international
organization was party to that dispute. The Commission had recommended in
paragraphs 2 and 3 of article 66 that such disputes should be SUbject to the
compulsory conciliation machinery provided for in the Annex. Bearing the
distinction reflected in article 66 in mind, the procedures for the establishment
of a Conciliation Commission had been formulated in the Annex. Because of the
divergency of opinion among the members of the Commission, the question whether an
international organization should be invited to nominate two conciliators to
constitute the list of conciliators had been put in square brackets.

201. In the opinion of some representatives, the Commission was to be
congratulated on its willingness to grapple with the problem of the settlement of
disputes in the context of part V of its draft by proposing linked provisions
corresponding to article 66 of the Vienna Convention and the annex to that
Convention. The Commission, it was said, had taken due account of th~ fact that
the international community was increasingly anxious .that procedures should be
established for the settlement of disputes which would enable a third party - the
International Court of Justice, another permanent judicial body or an ad hoc
body - to settle disputes regarding the interpretation of contractual obligations.
In this respect, it was indicated t.hat note had been taken of the reasons 1.:ihy the
proposal adopted by the Commission limited the sphere of application of draft
article 66 and the relevant annex to ~rt V of the draft articles.

202. Some representatives expressed their full ~upport for ~h~ Commission's
decision to include a~ticle 66 and the Annex in its draft. It was said in this
regard that those procedural provisions relating to compulsory conciliation formed
an integral part of the set of substantive rules on the question and were not
superfluous. It was gratifying to observe that the Third united Nations
Conference on the Law of the Sea took the same approach in establishing compulsory
procedures for the settlement of disputes as an essential element of the new
law of the sea. One representative, however, favoured the replacement of draft
article 66 by the relevant provisions of the draft Convention on the Law of
the Sea, since, in his view, that would make it possible to achieve a consensus.

203. other representatives expressed reservations concerning the provisions of
article 66 and the Annex because they incorrectly equated the rights of
international organizations and States. According to this vie~, thase provisions
constituted an innovation and extended to international organizations certain
provi5ions of the Vienna convention applicable to Stat~s. In this connexion,
it was said that the experience relating to the Vienna Convention which had not
entered into force until 11 years after its adoption and to which some countries
were not sure that they could become parties, should be borne in mind. On
second reading of the draft, the Comm~ssion should give more attention to
procedures for the settlement of disputes. If it consistently based its work
on the Charter and on the Statute of the International Court of Justice and kept
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in mina the differences betwee~ States and international organizations, it would
no doubt be able to arrive at an acceptable sOlution. Under the Charter,
international organizations could not have recourse to the International Court
of Justice, as WaS impliea in paragraphs 2 and 3 of article 66.

204. In the opinion of one representative, the proposed rules contained in the
pro~iaion8 relating to the procedure for the settlement of disputes were somewhat
too detailed to be of practical use, and it would therefore be desirable to
substitute simpler formulations which contained only the basic procedures for
settling disputes and ~hich would allow for a certain degree of flexibility in
their application. Furthermore, since article 66 covered any disputes which
affected the termination and invalidity of treaties, the settlement ot such a
dispute might affect the interests of States or organizations which, though not
parties to the dispute, were parties to the treaties in question. Oue care should
be taken to give adequate protection to the other parties to the treaties.

205. With reference to the details of article 66 and the Annex, some
representatives saw no valid reason Why, if the araft articles became a
universal treaty, an internat:J,onal organization bound by that treaty should be
deprived of its right to appoint conciliators as was recognized in the phrase
between brackets in paragraph 1 of the Annex. It was said in this connexion that
when procedures were established for the settlement of disputes, the principle
of equality of the parties must be recognized. It was, therefore,'considered
essential that international organizations, particularly the European Economic
Cotnn\Unity, should be able to nominate the same number of candidates as States
could for inclusion in the list of qualified conciliators which, as provided by
the Annex, would be drawn up and maintained by the Secretary-General of the United
N~tions. As the draft of the Annex left that point op~n to doubt, the provision
in question being in square brackets, some representatives considered that the
Commission should remove that reservation. On the other hand, some representatives
found no justi.fi~ation for international organizations to be given the rig~t to
nominate conciliators to be included in a list. It was said in this connexion
that the Commission should give further thought to paragraph 2 bis of the Annex in
view of the inherent d'~ferenca between a State and an international organization.

206. With regard to paragraph 2 (c) of the Annex, one representative said that
there were circumstances in which the Secretary-General would not be the
appropriate person to appoint the con~iliators. It was therefore fitting that the
President of the International Court of Justice shOUld in those circumstances
perform the funotions normally conferred upon the Secretary-General. In the
opinion of other representatives, paragraph 2 (c) of the Annex could give rise to
serious political difficulties.

207. It was pointed out that according to paragraph 6 of part 11 of the Annex,
a report of the Conciliation Commis~ion would be nO more than a recommendation and
the question therefore arose as to what would happGn if there was no amicable
settlement. In this connexion, many representatives expressed regret that the
Commission had not proposed some form of compulsory and bindi~~ dispute
settlement. It Was pointed out that the system proposed, namel} the establishment
of a conciliation commission, was close to that provided for in the Annex to the
ViennaCon'lention. However, much to the disappointment of a number of delegations,
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it had"not been possible for the united Nations Conference on the Law of Treaties
to agree on a full-fledged system o~ compulsory and binding dispute settlement.
The choice of conciliation reflected an over-pessimistic view of the willingness
of the international community to acce~ compulsory and binding dispute settlement
in major law-making treaties. The Commission should provide an opportunity
for the conaideration of a form of binding and compulsory settlement by the
international conference that would ultimately be convened to discuss the adoption
of a convention on treaties involving international organizations. If the
conference refused to accept binding and compulsory dispute settlement, at least
it would have had to study and decide on the issue. It was also indicated that
the Vienna Convention provided for binding settlement in some cases, on the model
of the Convention on the Privileges 'and Immunities of the United Nations and the
Headquarters Agreement between the united Nations and the United states. Thus,
it was said, binding settlement did not represent a leap in the dark, but was
based on existing practice. In the light of these considerations, it was felt
that that aspect of the draft articles should be given further study.

208. Several representatives stressed the importance they attached to the concept
that at least those disputes arising out of the interpretation or application of
the jus cogens articles in the Vienna Convention should be the subject of a
binding jUdicial determination. In the view of certain representatives, it might
have been preferable to retain the normal rule that, if conciliation failed, there
should be some other machinery for the peaceful settlement of disputes, such as
recourse to the International Court of Justice. It was also said that the
Commission had envisaged the possibility of a procedure leading to a binding
advisory opinion, and it was regrettable that it had ruled out that solution which
would, undoubtedly, have been more satisfactory. In this regard the opinion was
expressed that recourse to arbitration remained a possibility if the parties so
agreed, but questions relating to the existence of peremptory nor.m~ of
international law were questions in which a decision by the principal judioial
organ of the united Nations would be desirable. It was believed that in those
cases a pronouncement of the International Court of Justice, even in the form of
an advisory opinion, would be most desirable. Although that possibility was not
excluded by the present text of article 66, it should be expressly mentioned in
the article" International disputes concerning the existence of peremptory norms
of international law were too important for conciliation to be the only mandatory
procedure for their settlement, although such a procedure had often emerged, in
the area of the law of the sea for example, as a happy compromise between those
who insisted on a binding third-party procedure and those who did not accept such
a procedure.

209. The view was also expressed that in spite of the doubts to which certain
ambiguities in the commentary on article 66 might give rise, the possibility
for an international organization to have recourse to an advisory opinion of
the International Court of Justice in an effort to settle a dispute between it
and another international organization, should be encouraged. Such an approach
was, in fact, a perfectly legitimate means of settlement, since artiCle 65,
paragraph 3, referred to Article 33 of the Charter. Moreover, the conclusion of
arrangements to make the Court's opinion binding on the two organizations involved
in the dispute should be promoted. It would also be altogether legitimate and
appropriate to consider practiCal measures to enable the Cou~t to play a role,
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through its advisory opinions, in disputes between States or between a State and
~ international organization. It was, of course, not necessary tc refer to
that possibility in the draft articles under consideration, but it must be borne
in mind.

210. In the view of several representatives, further thought should be given to
the possibility of requiring that disputes of that nature should be made the
subject of arbitration if the parties to the treaty in question had not accepted
the option of referring them to the International Court of Justice for an advisory
opinion which they would accept in advance as binding. In this regard, it was
recognized that difficulties were created by tQe fact that there was currently no
standing for international organizations as parties to a dispute before the
International Court of Justice and recourse to an advisory opinion of the Court
would not be an adequat. and workable solution. Nevertheless, it was said, if the
idea of asking for advisory opinions of a binding natut~ from the International
Court of Justice was considered too rash, arbitration could be tried. Certain
representatives failed to see, why in the case of the jus cogens articles,
recourse to arbitration should not even be mentioned with respect to international
organizations. In their View, that was a short-coming of the text. One of the
keys to the adoption of the Vienna Convention had been the adoption of provisions
regarding the settlement of disputes. The draft articles on treaties shoulc
follow the pattern of the Vienna convention as closely as possible. They should
provide fot mandatory recourse to arbitration when one of the parties to a dispute
was an international organization.

211. In the opinion of one representative, it was regrettable that the Commission
had proposed compulsory conciliation in cases where it should always be optional
and contingent upon the agreement of the parties to a dispute. The Commission
should rather recommend obligatory arbitration and, if one party to a dispute
refused to eo-operate in designating an arbiter, the arbiter should be appointed
by someone such as the President of the International Court of Justice, at the
request of the party initiating the arbitration proceedings.

212. In the opinion of another representative, there was in any event a need
to clarify the relationship between ~hat the Commission was currently proposing
for the settlement of disputes and the rights and obligations of States under
article 66 of the Vienna Convention. Admittedly, article 3 (c) of the Vienna
Convention appeared at first sight to offer some safeguard. It must be made
clear, however, that nothing in article 66 of the present draft derogated from or
prejUdiced the rights and obligations of States parties to the Vienna Convention
under article 66 of that Convention. It should also be made clear that nothing in
the present draft taken as a whole was intended to derogate from or prejUdice the
operation of particular procedures for the settlement of dispute embodied in
txeaties between States and international organizations or between two or more
international organizations.

Article 67. InstrUMents fot declaring invalid, terminating, withdrawing
from or SUSpending the operation of a treaty

213. some repre$entati~es expressed in general their support for the provisions of
the article.
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214. Some representatives expressed in general their support for the provi81onl of
the <'Article.

215. One representative pointed out that article 73 had been divided into two
paragraphs, one applying to States anti the other to international organizatione.
Paragraph 1 used the language and the concepts of the Vienna Convention, while
paragraph 2 adapted to the cases covered therein the nomenclature traditionally
used for States.

216. Another representative explained his understanding of the reasons why the
Commission had been led to formulate article 73 in the existing terms: it was
clearly necessary to specify those questions that might arise in regard to a
treaty not covered by the draft. In his view, patagraph 1 presented no problem.
paragraph 2 was new, and his Government would wish to give it further stUdy,
especially in view of the c ose relationship bet;ween that paragraph and
article 36 bis.-
217. Several representatives emphasized that article 13 dealt with very important
and complex juridical problems, in Particular those covered in paragraph 2,
namely, the determination of the consequences of the international responaibl1ity
of an international organization towards its member States and third Stat•• and
other orgAnizations with which it had conclUded a tteaty, the consequences of the
termination of 3xistence of an international organization and the consequences of
the termination of pllrticipation by a State in the membership of an organization.
In this connexion one representative thought it evident that the intention of
paragraph 2 was to extend to international organizations the prirtciple of
international responsibility set forth in paragraph 1.

Q!!es of succes~~on of states, resegnsibilitl of a Stat~

er of an international or9ani~ation! outbreak of
hostilities! termination of the .exiatence,of an
organization and terminatipn. of p!!rtlcieation bl a Sj;ate
in the membershiE of an or9anlzation
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218. It was also stated by another representative that from a careful reading of
paragraphs (8) to (10) of the comuentary on article 73, it was understood that
the commission wished to preserve the freedom of action of member States in the
event of the dissolution of an international organization. It was also understood
that the Commission was deliberately refraining from pronouncing on the legal
consequences for member States (or for the international organization) in
relation to treaties concluded by the organization or by a member State with the
organization, should that member State cease its participation in the organization•
In the opinion of several representatives, the issues involved in paragraph 2 were
delicate and difficult and the Commission had been probably well advised not to
take a firm position thereon but to limit itself to making a reservation.
Otherwise, it was said, the draft articles might go beyond the framework of the
topic.
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219. SO.- tepre8entativ~B pointed out that the Commission did not intend to make
an exbeuative list o~ the cases subject to reservation. While agreeing with this
polition, certain representatives conaidered that a number of situationa called
fCg ~re detailed considerationw Reference was, in particul~r, made to the caBe
of ao-cal1ed succession of international organizations, which was mentioned only
in tb. COMmentary on the article in question. In this connexion, however, it was
etabed tnat the possibility of the succession of a State tu an international

',organization and that of the succession of an international organization to
• State were so re~~te that they need not, perhaps, have been provided for in
th. draft.

220. In the opinion of one representative, difficulties would arise in connexion
with article 73, because according to the Charter, international organizations
could not have recourse to the International Court of Justice.

Article 14. Diplomatic and consular relations and
the conclusion of treaties

221. Some representatives indicated that th'~i~ observations on article 63,
particular ly as regards the European ECOnO\~I~.t: Community, applied equally to
article 74, inclUding the sU9gestion to rewcxd the title to refer to "diplomatic
or consular or other formal relations·, It was also suggested that the first
.ent.nee of article 74 might be amended to read "••• between two or more States
Or between a State and an international ~rganization or among international
organizations" •

Article 75. Case of an aggressor State

222. One representative stressed that the Commission had decided not to refer
to cases where an international organization might be regarded as an aggressor.
In his opinion, that problem had not been obvious in the context of the Vienna
Convention, which dealt only with treaties concluded between States~ however, that
question arose with regard to the draft articles under consideration, especially
since the explanatory note annexed to article 1 of the Definition of Aggression
adopted by the General Assembly indicated that in the Definition the term "State"
inclUded the concept of a "group of States" where appropriate. In his view,
a reference in atticle 7S to an international organization among entities that
could be regarded as aggressors could not be considered as affecting the Vienna
Convention. That Convention must not be used as an excuse for not solving
probleM.

Article 71, Functions of deeositaries

223. Ono representative endorsed the Commission's decision not to amend
sUbparagtaph 1 (9) of article 77 cc~~etning the registration of treaties in
'V'iw of the need not. t.o affect. the provisions of the Vienna Convent.ion. In his
view, even though that clause aight. give rise to doUbts, it would be relatively
SiNpl. by means of interpret.ation, to r.each ~~e conclusion that treaties between

/ ...

I
i
I
~
I
t
f

i
U
1\1

2
I



..

A!CN. 4/L. 326
English
Page 67

international organizations should be registered with the Secretary~Generalof the
unit~d Nations where appropriate, that was to say, if, by reason of their sUbject­
matter, they were normally subject to registrationG

,..... ,."......,

224. In the opinion of another representative, subparagraph 1 (e) was unclear with
regard to time.

Article 78. Notifications and communications

225. In the opinion of one representative, it was to be noted that the time at
which notification or communication would be considered as received was not

l specified in paragraph (c).
rl
!
11 Article 80. Registration and publication of treaties
;,
,<

~ 226. Some representatives expreslsed reservations on article 80 since, in their
'>'

y view, it failed to indicate the difference between international organizations and
states in the matter of the registration and pUblication of treaties by the
Secretariat of the United Nation~~ despite the fact that under Article 102 of the
Charter, which referred only to the registration of treaties "entered into by any
Me~?er of the United Nations", there was no obligation to register with the United
Nations any agreement between international organizations.

227. One representative, while agreeing that article 80 was in keeping with
article 102 of the Charter so far as treaties between States were concerned,
queried whether it was desirable for international agreements between
international organizations to be registered with the United Nations Secretariat,
and felt that the question of the registration of such agreements or of agreements
between a State and an international organization should be given further thought.

228. In the opinion of another representative, the principle of the registration
of international treaties required that Governments pUblish the treaties that they
had concluded so as to avoid the adverse effects that could result from secret
agreements. In the case of treaties concluded by international organizations,
it would be sufficient to register them with the Secretariat of the United Nations
and article 80, p~ragraph 1, should be amended to that effect.
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E. The law of the non-navigational uses of international watercourses

229. Many representatives who spoke on the Commir.sion's work on "the law of
the non-navigational uses of international watercourses" generally welcomed
the progress aChieved on the topic during its 1980 session. It was said that
since 1971 the Commission had played an important and positive role with regard
to the topic and had made notable progreas by laying down a generally acceptable
basis for further work aimed at regUlating this exceptionally sensitive area of
international law. It was also noted that the Commission had at its last session
harmonized terminology among various language versions. The Special Rapporteur,
Mr. Stephen M. Schwebel, was praised for his having produced a most valuable
collection of legal and technical data on the SUbject. Other representatives
stressed that the work on the topic was still at a preliminary stage. Some were
of the view that in its study of the topic, the Commission had faced a series of
fundamental problems which it had not succeeded in clarifying; a serious
difference of opinion had emerged concerning the principles and methods to be
applied. It was also said that the Co~~ission had introduced several new concepts
which did not seem to be substantiated by State practice. Certain representatives
considered the method followed and provisions formulated unsatisfactory.

230. It was stressed by one representative that it shOUld be recognized that the
c~~p!~x and highly technical nature of the subject and its strong correlation to
vital State interests did not make for easy solutions. The process of bringing
about compatibility between the conflicting interests of States in order to draw
up the general principles of a convention containing residuary rules was a very
long one, and, consequently, expressions of dissatisfaction would probably still
be heard for some time to come until a final all-embracing solution was found.

231. A number of represerttatives remarked on the vital importance of the topic not
only fot their respective countries but for mankind as a whole as well. It was
de~cribed as a difficult and controversial topic, the codification and progressive
development of international law in that area would be of great benefit to all
Member States of the United Nations.

232. The law of the non-navigational uses of international watercourses was
perhaps the most important topic before the Commission, it was said, because water
was a basic prereqUisite for life itself. In the twentieth century, the approach
to the question of the use of watercourses had undergone a fundamental change,
owing to rapid population growth (particularly in the third world), industrial
development, the acute need for hydroelectric power, the increase in water
pollution, and the eKt:aordinary rise in the demand for water for irrigation.
Safeguarding the supply of water for human consumption, agriculture, industry and
the generation of electricity was of great concern to all. The international
con~unity had become aware that the world's resources were limited and that
countries sharing natural resources such as water should seek to ensure their
equitable and rational Ilse. The topic was considered to be one of particular
importance to newly independent countries, which could benefit greatly from the
formulation of a series of equitable principles that could form the basis of
agreements governing the use of the available resources.

/ ...



~.. "T;'" , ., Ink. a 11 .211:'. It 1.1td is! tu. Eta $lil;,.

ft./CN.4/L.326
English
Page 69

··

r:

•

233. Furthermore, it was pointed out the Commission's work on the topic drew an
inevitable consequence from a permanent factual situation - the hydrologic cycle
of a river under the jurisdiction ofsever~J. States. It was that continuous
natural movement of water which increased the possibility of conflict between
actual and potential uses in one State and thos3 in another state. The prevention
and resolution of that conflict was, it was stressed, the aim of the rules of
international law to be codified and progressively developed in that area.

234. Some representatives who spoke on the topic voiced support for the
Commission's eff~~ts and methodology of work in relation thereto. Stress was
placed on the need for the General Assembly to support the Commission's approach
to the topic and to the draft articles thereon as the only one capable of
providing a legal solution to the pressing problem of the non-navigational uses of
international watercourses, which was of particUlar concern to the third world
countries. Hope was expressed that priority be given to consideration of the
topic and that the Commission's work would be pursued with a convention on the
mUltiple uses of international watercourses in mind. It was stressed that the
Commission, as well as continuing its traditional function 9,f codifying
international law, must also be at the forefront of the development of new law and
the promotion of new ideas. The texts to be formulated should take into account
current and forseeable uses of watercourses so that they would not be made
meaningless by technological developments in a few years. Any topic involving the
sharing of natural resources was, it was remarked, bound to involve controversy,
even between States which had friendly relations with one another. Nevertheless,
the possibility that controversy might arise should not be taken as a signal to
withdraw from potenti.al controversy.

235. Other representatives urged that extreme care had to be applied in the
elaboration of rules on the law of the non-navigational uses of international
watercourses. There was possible danger underlying the work of the Commission on
this particUlar topic, which presented special problems because of the nature of
the questic.ll and the wide variety of the non-navigational uses of international
watercourses. Stress was placed on the importance of compiling and analysing all
relevant materials on State practice before undertaking the substantive stUdy of
the rules of international law relating to the non-navigational useg of
international watercourses. It was stated that such a study should also cover
flood control and erosion problems, pollution and sedimentation, as well as the
interrelationship between navigational uses and other uses. The number of replies
received to the questionnaire prepared earlier by the Commission was considered
inadequate for the determination of State practice.

236. One representative emphasized that while such uses had given rise to a number
of conventions and bilateral treaties, the topic had always been considered at the
regional level, in the light of particUlar geographical or other requirements. In
the past, the main purpose of international watercourses had been naVigation and
there had been no generally accepted rules of international law on
non-navigational uses. The principles of international law on the matter were, it
was maintained, neither clear nor universal, nor bad there been any development of
law in connexion with non-navigational watercourses. For SOme years, however,
international organizations had been taking an interest in the matteJ, .and
social and economic needs {is well 'as the requirements of industrialization had
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accentuated the great importance of codifying rules. The material was not easy to
codify, it was said, since the relevant juridical rules were closely related to
historical, geopolitical and technical considerations. It was felt that the work
on that topic should therefore be c~rried out with the greatest care, bearing in
mind national sovereignty, the special characteristics of each of the international
rivers, and the variety of views regarding the uses of non-navigational
international watercourses. In determining how water resources were to be
equitably and reasonably distributed, the factors he had noted must be kept in
view, above all the human factors and the requirements of each particular case.
The special problems arising between States should be resolved through agreements
based on the recommendations of impartial technical committees, in the light of
the principles of sovereign equality, non-interference, co-operation and friendly
relations among States, in accordance with the purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations.

237. It was also stressed ~~at in its work on the topic, the Commission must
maintain a balance between the requirements of national sovereignty, on the one
hand, and those of good-neighbourliness and the prohibition of abuses, on the
other. There must also be regard for the increasingly widespread view that
ecological resources must be regarded as a common heritage. Another view held was
that the Commission should adopt an approach that would take into account not
merely the necessity of regulati.ng the common uses of international watercourses
in the technical sense of the term, thus over-emphasizing the importance of the
principle of shared natural resources, but also the legal position of riparian
states as users of watercourses. In that respect, more attention should be paid
to the rights of those States, to the right of peoples to permanent sovereignty
over their natural resources and to the principle of good-neighbourliness, which
should provide a basis for the common uses of international watercourses.

238. One representative reaffirmed his delegation's position that the problems of
the utilization of international waters must be tackled in the light of the
principles of international law concerning friendly relations and co-operation
among States in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, which must be
strictly observed. In order to solve problems arising between neighbouring States
with regard to watercourses or lakes separating or traversing them, states should
negotiate agreements, in the spirit of the principle of co-operation, according to
which States should conduct their international relations in the economic, social,
cultural, technical and trade fields in accordance with the principles of
sovereign equality anQ non-intervention, a principle reaffirmed in the Mar del
Plata Action Plan. The solution of such problems would be further enhanced in
international law once the principle of good-neigbourliness was formulated. Any
legal construction, formulation or codification proposal that did not t~ke into
account the rights and interests of States as sovereign entities recognized in
contemporary international law would, far from helping States, create difficulties
in their efforts to promote friendly relations and co-operation, to consolidate
peace and to strengthen international security.
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1. Scope of the draft

239. A number of representatives noted that the Commission did not at this
juncture in its work on the topic, intend to prepare a definition of "the
international watercourse" or Mthe international watercours~ system" which would
be definitive and to which the Commission or States wo~\u be asked to commit
themselves. Rather, the Commission had prepa~ed a ~~rking hypothesis$ subject to
refinement and indeed change, which would give those called upon to compare and
criticize draft articles on the topic an indication of their scope.

240. Certain representatives were of the view that the study of the relevant
factors determining the scope of the draft could not be postponed indefinitely.
The problem of defining the scope of application of the draft articles needed
further discussion and specification, it was said. Moreover, it was urged that
the difficult task of defining an "international watercourse" should be undertaken
as soon as possible, since that really involved defining the field of application
of the codification under review. The failure to provide such a basic definition
meant, according to one view, that the subsequent draft articles were equally
lacking in specificity. Another view expressed was that since it was essential to
know the exact content of rules on the subject, if no agreement was possible on a
definition, the definition al,ready accepted under customary international law
should be adopted.

241. As to the working hypothesis which set out the Commission's tentative
understanding of what is meant by the term "international watercourse system",
some representatives supported its provisions believing that its formulation
marked a distinct advance by the Commission, helping to clarify the scope of the
topic. The working definition was viewed as a useful and suitable one by virtue
of its very generality, covering the essential issues. Inasmuch as the definition
did not prejudge the scope of the term "international watercourse", it provided a
technically solid basis for the formulation of principles which could be
SUfficiently general to be applicable to all international watercourse systems.
Although it could be argued that the expression was lacking in legal content, it
was a useful device for stUdying the various aspects of the SUbject •

242. Certain representatives specifically called attention to the working
hypothesis as an indication that the Commission had already touched on one of the
basic rules governing the topic by stating that the components of a watercourse
system, such as rivers and lakes, constituted by virtue of their physical
relationship a unitary whole. That was an application of the principle of
coherence, b~sed on hydrological facts,and was the main idea underlying the
Helsinki Rules on the uses of waters of international rivers, adopted by the
International Law Association in 1966. Although the tentative description of what
constitutes an international watercourse system was subject to refinement, it was
believed that the concept it embodied relating to the interdependence of the
various parts of the system should remain intact. It was also emphasized that if
"an international watercourse system" was understood to be a single unit, then the
activities relating to its use by one system State might directly affect its use
by other system states.
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243. It was stated that a small group had advocated more conservative provisions
in the Commission's draft, particularlY in regard to the definition and shared ',lse
of international watercourses. Some States and some members of the Co~~ission

had expressed a preference for the 1815 Congress of Vienna definition. That
definition, however, referred to the navigational uses of rivers, whereas the
Commission's mandate concerned the non-navigational uses of watercourses. To rely
on a definition so outdated and irrelevant to the Commission's mandate would,
it was emphasized, be to spend valuable time on a futile exercise in legal
at'cha~l09Y" It was sU9gested that the adoption by the Commission of the
traditional nature of an international river as its basis of work would
undoUbtedly give rise to innumerable problems. Furthermore, while it was noted
that according to the tentative working hypothesis, the term "international
watercourse system" could not be equated with the definition of ~n international
river for purposes of navigation which had been adopted at the Congress of Vienna,
it was stressed that at the same time, it was not a term which could be equated
with the drainage basin. the Commission's description of its tentative
understanding of what was meant by the term was not simply another way of saying
"drainage basin".

244. One representative noted with approval that according to the working
hypothesis, the international character of a watercourse was not an absolute,
but a relative one. Thus, in the case of a specific use by a small number of
States, such as the inland water transport of timber, those States alone had the
right to decide the regime governing that particular use. Another representative,
however, foresaw difficulties in that relative character. According to that view,
it was important to ensure that a watercourse passing from one State to another,
or through many States, was given an international character, and that any
diversion or any other use of water which was in any way detrimental to any State
should be made absolutely illegal.

245. Other representatives found the tentative working hypothesis imprecise and
unsatisfactory or expressed serious reservations or misgivings concerning its
contents. It was stated that the new working hypothesis of an international
watercourse system based on the hydrographic elements, had not solved the problems
involved in the creation of legal norms relating to international rivers, lakes or
canals which formed or traversed international boundaries. In that context it was
stressed that, whereas in the first decades of the twentieth century treaties
dealing with international rivers had been multilateral, there had since the
Second WOrld War been a constant increase in the number of bilateral agreements in
state practice on the subject. That tendency could probably be explained not only
by the increasing political ~ld legal complexity of contemporary international
relations but also by the need to settle m~~lY new technological problems. Certain
representatives supported the view that every State had the sovereign right to
decide the uses of watercourses in its territory, and therefore opposed the
inclusion in the draft articles of any provision that the uses of inland waters
would be regUlated by the law of non-naVigational uses of international
watercourses. Hence, serious reservations were expressed about the working
hypothesis of an international watercourse system, which was not specific enough
and might create a danger of the uses of inland water also falling within the
scope of application of the artieles.
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246. Serious reservations were also voieed concerning the concept of an
riinternational drainage basin" becoming the basis for the Commission's work.
That concept was not appropriate to the codification of the relevant law, because
it impeded efforts to reach a compromise which met the different interests of
States. Disagreement was expressed with what was said to be the suggestion put
forward by the Commission that the entire intern~tional drainage basin, consisting
of tributaries, lakes and canals, should be inclua~d in the ambit of international
watercourses. Every State should be able fUlly to utilize water within its
territory for legitimate means and without external pressure, provided that it
allowed an adequate volume of water to flow on to the other riparian States.

247. The view was also expres$ed that the intention of the Commission should not
be to eliminate the natural inequalities among states or to diminish the
importance of the principle of national sovereignty over natural resources.
States sharing an international watercourse had an obligation to take due account
of the interests of other riparian States, but the future provisions should not
place undue restrictions on the use by States of their resources or put the
legitimate interests of a riparian State at the mercy of other riparian States.
Consequently, it was stated, the central element for the construction of
appropriate rules to safeguard the interests and rights of all parties was the
international watercourse and the quantity and quality of its water at the point
where it crossed the frontier or in the stretch where it formed the boundary
between two States. However, the idea of taking the existence of a system as a
starting-point, with the assumption that any change in any component of the system
must produce consequences affecting all the system States, was much too broad and
must be modified immediately, in order to avoid endless consequences or obvious
abuses. Unfortunately, in attempting to clarify the question the Special
Rapporteur appeared to have utilized the concept of the drainage basin as a basis,
that was the only possible interpretation to be given, even though the Special
Rapporteur had earlier appeared disposed not to prejudice the possibilities for
the success of the Commission's work by introducing the concept of drainage
basin. A better approach, it was suggested, would be to stick to the traditional
definition of the term "international river". In that connexion, agreement was
voiced with the view expressed by a member of the Commission in paragraph 94 of
its report. In addition, it was maintained that neither the hypothesis nor
articles 1 and 2 defined anything, since the elements of the international
watercourse system were not identified and the relationship between them not
explained.

248. One representative agreed with the orientation of the Commission, as
reflected in the tentative working hypothesis, to avoid using the geographical
concept of international drainage basin used in the Helsinki Rules. The concept
of an international river or international watercourse was one of the most
controversial in international law. A review of the literature would show that
there was still no generally acceptable definition of the concept. On the other
hand, it had been unanimously established in international law that 'rivers and
lakes belonged to the States in whose terrritories they were situated and that
State borders established the limits of State sovereignty over rivers and lakes
that separated or traversed two or more States. Internatlonal rUles currently in
force concerning navigation treated rivers as separate entities wbich only became
international to the extent that mUltilateral treaties established international
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r'gi~e8 governing their navigation~ The concept of river systems contained in
certain provisions of the Versailles Treaty had not been confirmed by subsequent
State practice. The concept of international rivers had not fared any better,
having be~n replaced, in the 1921 Barcelona Convention, by that of "navigable
waterways of Int~rnational concern".

249. Another representative d~ew attention to the idea expressed by the Special
Rapporteur in 1979 to the effect that consideration might be given to including in
the draft articles an optional clause that would enable States to specify that,
as far as they were concerned, the articles applied to successive or contiguous
rivers, to river basins or to international drainage basins. That idea was worth
ta~ir~ into consi~Gration becauBe such an approach would allow interceted states
be exercise their right to choose the best regime for their particular
circumstances. Obviously, the fact that the Commission had accepted only one
working hypothesis meant th5t all the other articles were biased and, a fortiori,
that the definition of the terms and general principles to be formulated were
predetermined by the hypothesis. He felt that the Commission should stick to its
original approach and provide for the possibility of States opting for a more
limited or restricted definition of the international watercourse.

2. Character of the draft

250. Most representatives who spoke on the matter agreed with the Commission's
conception of the character of the draft articles to be prepared on the topic,
that is, a set of articleo containing basic principles and rules applicable to
all international watercourse systems, a so-called framework instrument, to be
coupled with distinct and more detailed agreements between Stat.es of an
international watercourse syste~, whf.ch would take into account their needs and
the characteristics of that particular "atercourse system, so-called systems
agre~ments. It was said that this flexible ~pproach had the advantage of leaVing
States free to regulate the uses of watercourses in which they had an interest,
while conforming to the provisions of tha basic framework agreement. Thus
future draft articles on the law of the non-navigational uses of international
watercourses should constitute a kind of framework instrument embodying fundamental
norms derived from the general principle sic utere tuo ut alienum non laeda~ and
allowing for closer co-operation on the basis of agreements between the States
interested in or affected by the uses of watercourses.

251. While not opposing the treaty-making system contemplated which would
facilitate individual watercourse agre~ments and at the same time further the
application of the general principles contained in the proposed framework trenty,
one representative conSidered that the final and most important goal of the
Commission's work would be the codification of the material rules of the law
itself, which shOUld be apPlicable in all cases when needed, irrespective of the
existence of any supplementary a9reement~

252. Similarly, another representative accepted the basic thesis that the sharing
of the ben_fits of an international watercourse should be worked out within a
fra~work agreement between the States concerned, but expressed concern that such
an approach might not carry the law ver~' far forward. In an extreme case it might
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even be argued that there was no legal basis for the sharing of the benefits of an
international watercourse unless such agreements had been made. In the view of
his delegation, the Commission should not confine itself to elaboi:ating draft
articles suggesting the need to conclude framework agreements~ it should rather
state the legal principles upon which the sharing of the benefits of an
international watercourse were to be determined. The sharing of the benefits of
international watercourses had often given rise to serious international
controversy since it raised fundamental problems of sovereignty over natural
resourceS. In that area 6 emphasis on sovereignty alone wouid be unlikely to
provide a ~~rkable solution. A functional approach was far more likely to provide
a b~sie for the e'~boration of solutions reflecting the interests of all States
concerned. Such ~ functional approach had greatly assisted the development of new
rules of international law in many areas and, in the view of his delegation, it
could do the same for th~ law governing the non-navigational uses of international
watercourses.

253. The Commission's intention to later examine the advisability of formulating
within the framework instrument concept additional draft articles on specific uses
of international watercourse systems and their waters was viewed by one
representative as basically correct and reasonable. There were several obvious
reasons, it was remarked, why the formulation of general rules should be given
priority over provisions dealing with specific uses. Codification should, of

• course, begin from basic principles ~pon which the structure of more detailed
provisions could be founded. There was a need to prepare a framework treaty
within which interested States could conclude treaties for individual
watercourses; for that purpose, the framework treaty could not be too
circumstantial. The Commission, having taken into account intergovernmental and
non-governmental studies on the subject in accordance with General Assembly
resolution 2669 (XXV), was now in a better position to codify the general
principles of the international law of waters than it would be if it had started
its work with provisions relating to specific uses.

254. Most representatives also agreed that at the outset, the primary goal of the
Commis~~on should be the formulation of general principles applicable to legal
aspects of the uses of international watercourses. The need was emphasized to
prepare a set of draft articles laying down those principles in terms sufficiently
broad to be applied to all international watercourse systems and at the same time
flexible enough to take into account the singUlar nature of an individual
watercourse and the various needs of the States concerned. It was considered
necessary to establish general principles that guaranteed a balance between
detailed rules that were difficult to apply and general rUles that, owing to
their generality, tended to be ineffective. It was remarked that the set of basic
rules that was to be applied to international watercourses should be based on
the principle of goodwill, the positive use of law, humanitarian concerns,
co-operation among the user States of watercourses and their responsibilities
in the context of fundamental rules.

255. According to certain representatives it was important to postUlate general
principles such as those of good-neighbourliness, abuse of rights, permanent
sovereignty of States over their natural resources and economic actiVities,
sovereign equalitY1 equity and co-operation. It was also said that in the
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formulation of the framework instrument and of the supplementary specific
agreements, due re9~rd must be paid to national sovereignty and the primary
importance of agreement between the parties as the basis of the regime applying in
each C!lse.

I

256. The view waS also maintained that once a decision had been taken that neither
State could use exclusively the benefits of a watercourse running through the
territory of two States, it became necessary in the interests of both to determine
the basis upon which they would share those benefits. According to this view,
that need to share was already enshrined in international law, which should be
dra~~ upon in the elaboration of draft articles on the topic. The main difficulty
arose in determining an appropriate basis for sharing the resources in individual
cases; emphasis on sovereignty alone would be unlikely to provide a workable
solution.

257. Another representative stressed that water was so vital a resource that no
State could be permitted to appropriate it to the detriment of another State, nor
should it be allowed to interfere ~ith the flow of water to such an extent as to
make the soil of the neighbouring State dry. In drafting further articles on the
topic, the Commission should, he said, bear. in mind the need for observance of the
principle of "equitable apportionment".

258. As to the general principles to be reflected in the draft articles, one view
put forward was that the Commission should not delay the formulation of such
~eneral principles, since that was fundamental if States were to appreciate the
scope of the dra,f~ articles, particUlarly in the light of what had been termed the
nexus problem between the framework instrument and system agreements which,
despite opinions to the contrary, must be given priority if the goal was to
formulate a viable draft international treaty. In that regard, one representative
said he had been able thus far to find allusions to only two principles, namely,
the right of all States to participate equitably in the use of waters and the
obligation of all States not to use their own waters in ways that might cause harm
to others. Another representative stressed that the elaboration of general rules
of law should be based on principles which served both as grounds for the rules
themselves and as a guide for conduct. Except for the concept of equitable
sharing indicated in paragraph (14) of the commentary to article 3, there were no
such attempts f he said. Furthermore, there should be an indication as to what
were the parameters and criteria of equitable sharing and whether they were to be
juridical, technical, pragmatic or theoretical.

259. One representative who supported the idea that the Commission should try
to establish general principles applicable to the non-navigational uses of
international watercourses stress~d that only after there had been at least a
preliminary formulation of the over-all body of principles to be followed in
~~e matter would it be possible to have a clear idea of the meaning and scope of
any proposed text. No principle could be considered in isolation without taking
account of its implications for the whole body of principles. The Commission
should not be asked to decide on isolated articles but should be given the
opportunity to see the draft articles in perspective. Neither the Special
Rapporteur nor the Commission, however, had followed that course in their
work, it was said. Chapter III of the report of the Special Rapporteur
(A/CN.4/322 and Add.l) dealt only with the general principle of the concept of
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water as Cl shared natural resource. The Commission had apparently examined none
of the other principles, although one was mentioned in paragr~ph (Sal of
the commentary on article 5 and another in paragraph (14) of the co)~entary on
article 3. Nevertheless, it was to be assumed that other principles were to bo
considered for inclusion in the text, that piecemeal approach was not conducive to
good results.

260. Another representative agreed that it would be possible to give general
principles of law applicable to the sUbject definitive consideration only wben
they had been completely set forth. The optimum would be to have a set of general '
principles in extenso, all at once, but that might not be practical in the pr••ont
case; as in the case of many other topics, it might be n.ceseary to aPProach the
subject a step at Cl time. Indeed: be said, the Special Rapporteur's report
referred to two further principles which were to be placed before the Commi.sion.

3. Comments on the draft articles as a whole

261. A number of representatives made reference to the draft articles formulated
in the topic as a whole. (Comments on specific draft articles are reflected in
the next section.)

262. SOme representatives commented favourably on the six draft articles
provisionally adopted on the topic at its thirty-second session. ~hey were viewed
as representing a careful first step towards preparation of a framework agreement,
and as such they were only part of the intended, more comprehensive treaty. The
positions taken by the Commission were said to be in the main well-grounded, but
a few points were said to exist which might necessitate reconsideration of some
conclusions. The remark was also made that the draft articles were well explained
in the Commission's commentary.

263. 'l'he draft articles would serve primarily as a basis, once the Corumis8ion bad
received the replies from Governments to the questionnaire circulated in 1976 and
was in a position to complete work on the draft. It was suggested that the
general principles reflected in the draft articles could be adopted as guidelines
in the formulation of bilateral or multilateral conventions.

264. Other representatives were of the view that the six draft article. were
vague, ambiguous and exhibited short-eomings. It was Btressed that the meaning
and scope of the articles being prepared was not clear from the material which
had been submitted to the General Assembly. The articles were said to h~ve

considerable short-earnings, mainly related to the ill-conceived concept of the
international wat~:rcourse system. They were also said to be inadequately argued
from a legal point of view. One representative believed that, although the
Commission was moving in the right direction, it should be aware of the danger
that cert.ain draft articles (arts. 3, 4, 5 and X) could b&cOAte a destabilizing
factor in international relations. His delegation did not wish to di.c~lrage the
Commission, it simply wished to indicate the possible danger underlying the work
on that particular topic. It was suggested that the draft article. "should be
fundamentally reformulated, a task which shOUld be undertaken ~ith great caution.

I •••
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265. Additional or supplementary articles were suggested by certain representatives.
One view egpressed was that it would seem to be necessary to include a separate
ptoviaion prohibiting pollution of watetcoutses or at least obliging states to
take all possible precautions to avoid it,. General norms for solving technical
problems or settling controversies which might arise from the use of the
watercOUrllSf,UI wera also lacking. According to another representative, the first
part of tbe draft articles must be implemented with guarantees against abuses by
aome aY.'em States which would presumab1Ly be affected by partial agreements or
unilateral actions or other system States that might make exploitation of the
resource 1mpo••ib1e or that might be tantamount to the imposition of a veto. It
would be sUfficient to establish a rapid and efficient mechanism for consultations
and a.ttlement of international disputes arising from differences of
interpretation in that regard.

4. Comments on the various draft articles
- -";;;;';;;'''';;;';;;';;;;';;;;';:;0;;;,

Article 1. Scope of the present ~rticles

266. While lome repreaentative. were in broad agreement with article 1 and found
it .ati.factory, othor representatives viewed the article as unclear.

267. Mostrepr"entativ•• Who referred to article 1 commented upon the word
...y.t.... and the concept "international watercour.e system", the tentative
unatrstanding of whiCh wa. touched upon earlier (see "Scope of the draft",
above). SO.I r.pr~••ntativ•• aupporte<1 the n.aw concept and the us. of the word
"syst,." .s the blsis for the drafting of the article.. Xt wa. noted that the
tit. ot.y.t.... , which wa. u••a to embrace all cocaponont. of international
watercour•••, had already b••n ,.ployea in .. nuabor of tre.ti,. and had a
·.ciontific connotation. Xt wa. a1.0 ..phasized by som. r.pre••ntative. that the
u•• of the word "ay.te.- did not purport to ••ttl_ differencI' over the definition
of an internltional wltereour••,

268. According to en. repr•••ntltlvl, "lnternltlOl:\ll watercour.e ayst,."w•••
Iltvlcl.bl' tlrll,the UII of thlflvord .,.y.t,." _dl the concept broader, since
"international wltercour.o· atz:lctly ap.aldng covored only rlv.rs, er,ctlc. ane!
othlr ruMing wltera. Howlver, it 'W•• paa:ceivlc1 tbltthe COMillion had
Introducld thenft vorklngttX:1I wlthouc cllltly cU.ati.ngulahing b.t.w'••n it Indth.
conc,pta appllt4tarlitr by other 1nttrnat1cftll boa1tl. The Itlct.lng""point. WI.
the old cone.pt oe "lnt,rnatlonIL t:1voc". Tb' lnatltutt of Int.,rnational Law
rtetrrt4to ·wlt.treour.. or nydrogcapblc buln· anatb. Btlllnki fult. to
·lnternatlonal 4:.1nlg, bllln·, wbi1tthlf. Wlrt .110 In uti luch terA' 8. "riVlrl
.an4 Ilk•• 01 COMOn Int,r.'tlf

t Iflnttrutlonal VltIC.· Ind Iflfit,rnlt.:lonal watlt
rtMK1fOlIIf• HO final C'boloa of .. tlra could la _a, "for. tb, CCIlAl'lloft bAa
1•••lnl4 the rtlwutflctora dlt,rfllning tb. 100pe of .th& futurt ,!raMw-ork
tJ:••ty. Anot.bll rtpc•••ntatl."btl1evR thlt 11thougbtll. phy.tell Of
bldrograpblo 11111'8 of the Ilat•• bid not. been. &ptalfld, it iPflar.a tb,ttb.
ayatlll VCUld a81illlt•• by't.\,. attrlb" or 4ralMtlHlln. the Atv COftClpt v••
vlftrthlftthlt ot .t,H Illl!I:OI vatlr. of! • It~.r Of • 1.lc., Md c:oult h.lp In
foe.liftlng 1u.b.t&t\tlv.r~l'lfor tit. optiMa utill••tlonof IQ. Rttrl In I
MMlrthlb VII fair Md ·..",ita1JlolorUtt Itltl. C«~.lftl4. Althoul41 it Vi. only
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a working hypothesis, the new concept marked a distinct advance by the Commission,
it was stressed.

269. Other representatives who referred to the introduction of th$ word "system"
in the draft, expressed opposition or dissatisfaction with its use. The term
"international watercourse system" was deemed unsatisfactory to certain
representatives because it was considered complex, requiring a preci~e definition
which had not been provided by the vague formulae found in the draft articles.
It was felt preferable to use the expression "international watercourse" which
could be defined on the basis of existing international law. Also sugg~sted as
a possible alternative expression was "riparian states" which had been used in
certain treatie~ establishing river basin commissions. In the French text, it was
urged that the term "systeme" should be replaced by "teseau".

270. Comments were made on those portions of the Commission's report which
explained, with examples, that the word "system" was frequently used in connexion
with rivers, and on the statement in the r~port that it was a serviceable term
that would permit progress in the work on the topic on a basis that was not unduly
confining. One repreBe~tative considered that, precisely b~cause a watercourse
system was the sum of its hydrographic components, it was not a "serviceable term"
for the purposes of the articles now being prepared. The only difference between
a unitary whole of hydrQgraphic componentl and a geographical area of Iurfaca and
underground water. flowing towards a common collection point was that one was
called a "~atereourea ayatem" and the other a "dtainagl baain". In his view,
the concept of the drainage basin wal being introduced into the draft articl.s by
semantic subterfuge. Another rapt.eentative found it difficult to underetand why
the Commi.sion had referred to the Paris Convention instituting the definitive
statua of the Danube of 1921 without ••ntioning the legal statua of that
convention, whicb was no longer inforct among the states which ad.lnl.tared the
Danube. It could therefor·lnot bl u••a .s a balls for advocating tblco,nclpts of
river SYSt.I.1 ot international rivets. The 194.,8 Belgra4e Convention regareSing the
Bagi.- of Navigation on the Danube baa not rltainea any o~ tbe conc.pta introduced
byt.he old .chool favourlngthe lnt.ernationalilationof rlvlrs.

211.Altotb. tltM of earagr.:-eb .1 of article 1, one rlprellntative .a14 the
forlMll.tlon otthl I•• t part of article 1, paragtaph 1, va. not quite 01••r1 for
inltancl, :eIooa control .nc!~low regulation Vltenot exactly u••• i)f an
internltional wlt.rcour••, nor could they rtally b, d.~lntd •• • ••ur.. Of
eon.ervatlon felatldto th, U'II.

272. Cectain r.pr•••ntatlv•• lupportt4thoprovl.ionl of E!c!ir,-eb ~ o! articll 1,
it btingnotldthlt tb. 11tu.tlon ofnon...n.vlg.tlonllu.••• of wat.trl afflcting 01:
b.109 arrlotlcS by nlvlglt10n VIlont that alght occur oltln.On. rlprl.lnt.atlvl
vl.nd to 91v. furtb,r ItucSytotht i.plicationl ofthl ~OYI.lon contain." lntb.
plfi:gJ:apb, wbleb 1114 tbt lndlr.ct flfRt of brlnglngnlvitltlOftll \1111 01
intarftltlonal vlt.reOLn:". within tbt .~ O!thl. 4:,,1t.. AnOtJtl.C fllXa.tntltlvl
hl4 ob'@~tlon. rqlfcllng artlcl. 1, parateaph 2. It rllt that tb. phC&11 ·O'f .r.
arf.ettO r;ynIYlgatlon- VII Ht r.1lVMt inllMu.tt u tblt altQ&tlon c•• within
tb. .00_ or rl.ponllbl11ty of Itltl,•

, ' '. ,,..,.~ .. '



A/CN.4/L.326
English
Fage 80

Articl~. System States

273. Some of the representatives who referred to article 2 expressed satisfaction
therewith and considered the article acceptable and sUfficiently concise to leave
no room for ambiguity. Other representatives, however, were of the view that the
article did not clearly define the concept "system State~. One representative
commented that if ~rticle 2 laid down a geographic requirement, as stated in
paragraph (2) of the commentary, tbe question arose how WaS that to be aligned
with the views expressed in paragraph (36) of the commentary to article 3, whicb
indicated that the working hypothesis adopted by the Commission put on an equal
footing a state contributing no more than ground water and a State which had
hundreds of miles of the river flowing through its territory. The problem was,
he belieVed, a serious one, in the light of the duty to negotiate laid down in
articl- 3, paragraph 3.

Article 3. sy.~em agreements

274. Several repre.entatives welcomed the 1nclulion of article 3 and expre••ed
support for ita underlying rationale, the character of the draft articl.s a8 a
framework ir~tru..nt (••e WCharacter of the araftWabove). The provisions
governing syst.em agr.ement. in article. 3 and 4 were con.iaered es.ential to the
principle of rational and equitable ~.e of water and to the obligation not to
adver.ely affect, to an .ppteoiable extent, thira states belonging to the syst.m.
~h. wotding of artiCle 3 wal aaid to allow the Stat.s conc.rnea aUfficient
latitude with reapect to the scope of future agr....nt. on all or patt of an
int.tnation.l wateroour•• sy.t•••

:7$. Artiole 3 al.o had the .dv.ntag., it wa. iaid, of allowing for the conclu.ion
of.gt••••nt.r.l.ting to Iubayat•••, which m1ght differ ftOM ••ch oth.eto 'ucb •
dege•• that th.y conotitut.d virtually independent .y.t.... Natur.lly, cany IUb­
ayat•• agt••••nt _Ult take into account the intte••ta of the athet .yst•• Stat••
which verenotparti.. to that .gr....nt' .quity and good f.ith both in
negotiationa Ind in the applicatIon of the .gr••••nt "ere ••••ntill. In that
oon"lxlon, it W" luggl.t.d with rlglrd to both artlcl•• 3 and 4 that the ay.t••
agtl:,••nt. teflrtedto 1110,\114 be op.n to r.nlgotiatlon intb••vent that. niW UI.I
arOlI that .19bt .ff.ct tbt1ntar.,t. of any of the Itat'l concltnt4. It aboulcJ
bt t ....,trtdthat it VII not alway. ttUI that upatrt.1I Itata. Vlrt indiffer.nt to"".t happ-tned downltr.... rot Ix••p11, • aown.tt••• Itatt .19ht:lll... into •
riv.r cooling "Ittr fr. a ~r Pllnt, an4thl blgbl:t-.plt.turt .lgbt prwlnt
OIttlln flab frOll tr&vtl11ng \SPlte.....th.y hu' pt.vio",.ly, and intlt!,.r. vlLh
flthlty activltl., uPltr••••

271. CIl:taln l:,pc.,.ntativll, how.vlr, eonlidlrH tba QCftClpt o! -'y.Itell
AIC...n.t." re!llctt:4 fntht actl01. unci.at ana· unaC::9pt.abl., alnt:1 It gCMtl4
aletlln Itltllln tb. s"t... tU. -Iltht· to ",1, tba povfl.ionl or tba actl01•••
Atr•••nt vu llpe••1d vltll tblr•••cvltlonl ••t foct:h In PlClft.plI(31) o! tbt
OOMIntlc, to thl artlcl. *lOll f.,let" tb, V161 01 IfMf Mlblrl o£ Uti
COMIMlon Wo did not. I.tptthl attic1••
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277. One representative observed that paragraph 1 of article 3 created no legal
problems.

278. Turning to paragraph 2 of the article, some representatives viewed the
paragraph favourably. Support was expressed for the views of specialists
reflected in the commentary that the best way of dealing with a watercourase was to
deal with it as a whole, as had been done with regard to the Amazon, the Plata,
the Niger and the Chad basins. There was no doubt that aome issues arising out of
watercourse pollution necessitated co-operative action on the part of all ripar.ian
States, which required the establishment of unified treatment and the conclusion
of agreements among the parties concerned. What was involved was an obligation
that flOWed from customary international law. One representative noted that the
expression "to an appreciable extent" uled in paragraph 2, would provide added
flexibility, in that it would give greater opportunity to one or more other .yetem
states to raise objections if the use of the waters Of the watercourse was
adversely affected.

279. Some other representatives, however, expressed doubt. concerning the
paragraph. The meaning of the proviaion therein concerning limited syste.
agr••menta wal not, it wa. oaid, quite clear because State. Ihould not in general
conclude any treati.s or take unilateral maalure. which would adversely affect the
inter.at, ofa third party. The commisslon would haVe to study the cla••ic
problem concerning the limitl of the sovereign tight. of co-riparian state. of a
watercour.e Over the wattr r.aourcel within their territori.s. Thatprobl•• w.s
clo,ely connected with on. of the ba.ic principle. ofint.raatlonal water law,
that of equitable utililation, which principle and ita application. atill n••4ea
careful ItUdy and .laboration by tb. Coais.ion.

~90. On. repr••,ntative felt that, a•• ~tt,r of principle, th' right Of III
riparian Statea to participate in any ntgotiation on I sylt•• agrl•••nt shOUld not
bt quallfittd•

281. Certain reprl.lnt.tivt. coMmentea that clrtaln ld••• ~nvolv.d in the
paragraph were b.rd t.o defin., IUob •• "to an Ipprfleilblt clUtt.nt, IEEtet.d
adv.r••ly·. ~h, u., of IUch expr•••ion would, it WI' felr,a, cr.at.e unn.c••••ty
prob1•• of interprttation. Wh:U,o the expre.llon -appreciable extent" flighthavl
the &dv.nttge of fllxibility, it eould allo bl • aourc. o! contcov.ray turong
ay,:.•• Statl., It flight bl ••!.r, it wa. ucgfla,t.o u..tbe conetpt o£ a
"lubltantll1 txt.nt-.

212. 'fill rU1I .It out In ~r_•.l~i!. o! ae tielt 3 WII w@l~OJIta .by ION
rtpe•••ntatlv•• who at.rtlltdthat t.bl paragraPh COftltlt.ut.a a special application
Qf! tl\t lXinclpl.- ceogniltd in Actlc1. a3 oftbtUnlttd ..,lOftIChlcterl. on. <Jf
the, ••tboa. for tbt p.aceful ••t.tl.unt of lntlcMtloflll ditputt"oth.
IntllMtlorual Court o! -1u.t.lC:I hid atlt.ea lnth. ~cr~h-ltl COftti,n!'1ttt..tI1!lf .C••_.~
ana voUlG ~QVI v.r~ Yllful In tbl rtgulatlon of international w.ttr~f'll.
It VI' allO 4I1c:ribld I' • hopeful PfQlr•••lvl .tlP to prOlOttco-optretlon.

a13. l'lltll thl pclnclpllthlt 'rlt. Itatta tlUllt MtOtlatt In .tQiC.d flltlh 8.
Pffilft4 1ft Pllltrith :) of artlel' ~t, it VII ln41cltdU\lt Uti prl~tPlt. or
~.ttC'@ edliSr",. 1ft tb. \aM of inttCnltlMl1 VIU~lefH,1rt••)flt•• ab<nllt .110
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be adaed. Bef.rence waa made to the examples in paragraph (3) of the commentary
to articl. 3 dealing with international watercourses, namely the 1923 Geneva
Convention and the 1969 Braailia Treaty on the River Plate Basin. Those
agr•••enta were of a general nature and did not inhibit the parties from entering
into apecific or partial agreements, bilateral or mUltilateral, tending towards
the attainment of the general objectives of deVeloping the basins in question.
Th. belief was expreased that the 801e manner in Which joint use of watercourses
could be regulated, with particular reference to combat pollution, was by the
conolusion of ~uch agreementa.

284. DiaageeeMot waa expreasedwith the argument made that the obligation
reflected in the paragraph waa not meaningful, since the states oonoerned would
the.aelve. decide whether or not to negotlat.. It waa none the leaa conaidered to
bt far better if there waa a proce•• of third·party jUdgement wbich could oblige
State, to take one or another interpretation of an international obligation.
Indeed it WI' noted that there were caa•• in wbich riparian State. bad set up
cOMMi.aion, with jUdicial powers bQ regulate projecta and programmea governing
tbeir international watercour.e., endowing auch cOMMi.aiona witb the competence to
act. on their behalf.

285. ane repreaentative noted tb.tth. wording of article 3, Plr.graph 3,
lndicat..-a that tbe obligation to negotiate would not bl r.atrlct.,c! to c•••• where
conflicting intereata mid, lueh a proa.c1ur. ntee••lry. TheCOIUIia.ion h.a
conaluded that there w•• a generalprlnciple of internatlonll llw requiring
negotiation aMOng Stat•• ln a.aling with inter:natl0,nal frl.h wlt"r r.aoul:oe••
III dtlegltiondlt: not wi,b to Object to that oonolu.ion, butpolnt.d out.t:hat
the qUI,tion of an obligation to negotiate .hould be con.iaered not in abatracto
but inl'elltlon toa <Si.pute or: 1& .1tultlon whlre •••aurl.planned o,runc1ertalcen
by one bl.1n Itate .lght IdVlr.lly affect the inter'lt of another and negotiation.
"Ite nlcl.I'cy to avoid .. conflict.

21•• Oth.e rlpe,••ntative.took 18.U. with the cont,ntl and drafting of the rUle
.nunc1Ittt1 in plragraph 3. ~h. coneept of duty tonlgotlat. • ....a llkely to
conflict wlthtbelOvlr.lgn rlghta of .Vtry 'tate aY'l: It. tlrritory and It.
national loverelgnty. 'lb. qU.lt-1on W.a posl4 who WOuld be _power_a to Itate that
tb...e' ora wltercour.,. "requir.-dli tb. »1901:.1.tlo11 lilft 9004 faith" of .'ylt••
Igr.tHnt. Tb. fUlbj.ctlv,nlturt of such eJCprl.llon.Jllght glvI the i.pr•••lon
tbat It- would be rtlatlvlly •••y to un&u:ltlnl the content Of artlell X, :.ttrrln;
to othtr trtatlt. In ;f\Jrct. If the rfiply tothlqu.at-len (who would ckcidt
tmtlbir .. qr•••l\t val fttcfl•••ry) VI' that tb, Int.r••t.dlt.t'.~ltc:onclu4,
..oh <.ift a,r_..nt,th.lrtl,,18 would be .up.rfluoul. Zt vaul4 ba viry 41!£lcult
to fMlnttln tbltthl 01#11gltlO11 tonlfOtlltl .,at•• itt•••nll .t.....d'IOII
cUltOMlty inttrnatlonal. law. IntS'Nth't q\llltlon VI.I 81.,1y lrrtlwant.Any
prcwll1on. In that OOI1ntJClon, it V" .tfIIIN, _It Dftlqulvocal1y Itlpulat:ethlt.
tb. riflf,tan Itatl' of 1ft :lnt.lrnatlonal vattreoula. Vir. 'C..pltttly Iru to .1tt
Hoh ..r•••nt. 11 tit" con.ldifM ,IWC01lflat.t.

2.7'1 'lnllly,t!\1 elHctlCft In ·Utt~ntIIYcOftC.fnl", M anl101' bltv&lntbt.t, \0 MtOtlltlatrlftllntl Inthla I,fH .4th. Gltrto fttIOtlltltiblC'h VII
fOil\ltOtlllt br tAt ZntlfMtlOftllCCNft 1ft tbl !!f.~11!3~~t!!!n,!~ ~~.l~C~~_~1



:nmentary
neva

entering
t.owards
stion.
rcourses
,y the

.on
Id would
,.idered to
Ld oblige
bion.
set. up
Irorning
ItIpotenc. to

3,
•••• wh.re
h.a
,ring
lUret'.
lut that.
ab.tracto
mdtrtaken
utgotiation.

£ tb. rule
~ely to
Itd lta
o Itatethat.
f " .y.t••
• p~•••ion
"J:.f.~:ing

flOi4.
It c:onclual
, dlfflcll1.t
I frOM
lftt. Aft?
:lUlat. that
=H taNk.

I!t.v..ln tbl
itld1 VII
""''Uilt_(',-.~_'JII
'. ,,;S'lii£"'" .... ~ '~:''''

A/CN.4/L.326
English
Page 83

was challenged by one representative. The opinion waS expressed that the
delimitation of maritime boundaries and the use of international rivers were
basically different situationsJ there waS no analogy between a question of
finium re9undorum between two States and the question of the use of rivers by a
State within its national boundaries. Another representative, however, stated
that while both cases were important from an economic point of view, that of
watercourses raised a vital issue.

Article 4,. parties to the negotiat.ion and conclusion
of system agreement.s

288. Indications of general sat.isfaction with article 4 were expre•••d by certain
representatives. The statement was made that the solution propoled in the article
was technically nnimpeachable, although it did entailtho risk of 80me uncertaint.y.

289. It was alia remarked, however, that th~ articlo containea ambiguoU' terms
which would make it impossible to apply its text. In aMition, the concept
unde~lying the article was thought likely t.o be in conflict with the lovereign
rights of every State over its territory and itl natural re.ource.. Certaln
r.pre.entative. r...rke<1 that the text of article 4 did not provide for the
poas1bility that 11 syete. State might refu.o to partlcipatA in tho negotiation.
provic1tdfor thereunder. In adelitio,ra, the question was taised whether an
agr••memtconcluded a. a re.ult of negotiations ftoll which. State had been
wrongfully excluded would be unlawful via-l-vi. that State, or .erlly
unenforceable. A further que.tion w•• what would be the legll .ituation wit.b
regard to the probl'. of non-rlcognition. The exiating draft artiCle 4 w.. ..id
to have l.ft rooll for .eriou. dllagr....nt. It WI' theeefore .ugge.tAdthat
provilions for COMpulsory rlcour.e to peocldur.. for .ettling disputt. suob aa
arbitration, should be included for C•••• In whicb nlgotiation. on 'ylttaa
agr.l.lnta h.db••n un.uee•••ful.

29,0. on. rtpe••entative e;cpl.lntd that on. of tbe rt••on. hi. d.llgation had
difficulty in under.tanding tbe current draft articl•• ana the C:oaMnt.ary tb.toto
wa. that it WII IncllnftCI to abare the vl_ that if In international watltoout••
wa. hardlY uaftCl,thln 1\0 oblig.tion to negotiate atOll. t'betelationlbip blt"••n
tbat atatt.nt ana the ltatlMnt tbat 11 thlttVl1 .. duty to nlfOtlatt,thtra VI'
• <:Clpl...nt.~y tight to plctiolp1ttt in tb, ntg,otiationl Id to the oonolualon
tbat If theta WI. no dut.yto ntgOtlatfJ, thtrl could bt no qUI'tlon O! athir4
State'I having tbt :lghtto plrtlclpate inn.gati.tlone bttVHft Itltt' wiob
bteault oltbtlr 11011:11'1\:1<:11 11tuation did h.,. an inter••' In concluding •
vAttr<:our•••gc....n1:. *at 1••114 olwioUl in tb,auI 01& v'lt_raoar••
~.l.tingo! IUQC:llllvl .a oontigQQU. rlvec, .t ...ft 011 rivlr bUln ••••a
&CMWhlt lnt::CillPltlblt vltbt.bt pr..fl4 o~,pt. o! ••tltOOUC&••yat,t.a. ttw
COWIl••lon It'llf., in paragraph (2) 01 ltl oOMlntaJ:y to .rtlol. 4 It., It.t~tb.t
tb. purpou olth••,rHMnt ~ld tM .t\lltiflt4 11 fitry .yat. 'tat.e VI' Mt
,1vlft tb8 opport~nlty to p&rtlolpatl. Ila d11.,'tlon VOftdIrd, tJtlc.rOrt, ¥hIt
VII thl .Xlct Manlng 01 thl. ttr.·oppoctunltf to particlpat.." 11 tblce VII ft~)
lndlcatlcn 01 ..at tltt 0Cft11q~1MOUld be for a third 'tlt.ftblt did not Nkt
tl. ~•• 01 that oppoltunlty.
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291. Agtoe$_nt with paragraph ~ of article 4 was expressed by one representative.

292. Para9raeh 2 was considered by one representative useful in that it
correlpcnded to current thinking on the question of a riparian State's uae and
enjoyment of the resources of an international watercourse. The criterion most
frequently adopted for determining the extent of the use or enjoyment of an
international waterCOUta. was the term "an appreciable extent", an expression
which in his delegation'. view provided an acceptable yardstick.

293. Certain other reprelentativesbelieved that the ptesent drafting of the text
entailed the rilk of aome uncertainty, .lnce it. would not be possible to define
preci••1y what conltituted an "appteciable extent", thus opening the way for
divergent interpretation. and pollible conflict between various .yste. States.
Th. ter. ",ubatantial" was again suggested as a useful replacement for
"appreciable" in the text. ROferenc. wa' ~de in connexion with the criterion of
~appr.ciabl. extent" to paragraph (10) of the commentary to article 4 where it was
.tated that the extent of tho-e effects could be established by objective evidence
(provided that the eVJ.U'n\ce could bt lSecured) land thattheu:e mUlt be a real
i_pair_nt of u.e. In that cale, too, it might be a,ked at what point in time the
eriterlon of -real impAir-.nt" became operational and whether it could be
.ubltantiattd at the Itage of the planning of a particular project, at the stage
of ltl execution ot only after the project haa come intoopetationJ in the la.t
ca•• , it .hauld bl .sked whither it was rl.li.tlcto ••IUMth. po'libll.ity of
aMtntbMntof the project or it. .bandonfdnt. ROf.rene. was fur thermore.ae to
paragraph (9) of the coMMentary wherl it wa••tatea that ~. ~n "tfflct" could be
quantified, it would beftlr mortu••ful, however, that w naldered not
practical, in the ab.lncl of technical advice. tn tht QJl." "" L1r14atanc••, it w••••ked

.wnynot tlkt tlchnicll advice, lince that wa•• po.albillty whlch tbe Co_ia.ion
badnotforlolo.t4, a' w.a Itatea inparagrapb 82 of ita rtport.

294. Slv.rll rtpt•••ntltlv•• vbo rtflrJ:Nto atticl. S Wllco.a ltl 1n·elulion
allOngtht 4,aet .'t1cl'I- Itva. vltw.cJ by th••• ttprt.entatlvt, •• particularly
iaportant ana vitalbeclu't it cont.in~ tbt sub'tlntlvl rule govtrning the UI. of
tbe vltecl of an inttrnational wltercourst IYlt... Th. latterlyat.M W•• I
typical .xallP1t of sbarld natural :"O\Iec., wh~. Ult INlt bl.cqulat.d 1n •
•p1rlt of equity, co-oPllation Ind.olidarity. Thl e0t11flcatlono! tltr,notion of
-ear.a nltural r••ourcI'-,on tb. DIll. ofthl Obliglt1ontoco-optrate In tblt
ar••, I' Itlt.t4 1ntll, Chlrt.r of kOl'lOllle lUghtl &1\4 DUtit.ol Itattl, anc1 to tbt
ltgitiut.lnttl.,tl of Itltt., a. Ht IOft.h in Irtlclt 1t tbt:@O!, would rlpr••,nt
l.ivnU;I«:..t contribution to International llwana lnt.rnationll eo-optlatlon ·04
would bI t"tr_ly ll1POrtant foe prat-totlng tht.nvlronMnt.

28. etr:tain rtpe,••ntatS;'!,., rtrwcring to tbt viw ht14 by SORtbat tM t:OMIpt
oe Iblr_ natural rMOUro.lbl4 DOt bllnprottrl, .fill., notlcS tlnat ....r.l
UruttdlltlOftl llKIoUilr badl" bl4 alrHdy4wot«J eonaldlflbl••erCHt to
tht qa.tlon. ifAI ~p\ of Mlr.· ut-vrat rtlOiJce:.tI ~ld blfouM, 1t val
~IIIIM, in thl Chlctll or k~lc tU~ht8 and DIItt•• al Itatt., lfttbe
Mlr 011 'latl Action 'lan ""ptt. _ttbeUnit,d Rattan. water ronrtf~l,
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in General Assembly resolution 3129 (XXXIII) and in the draft principles of
conduct in respect of shared natural resources prepar.d by an Intergovernmental
Working Group of the United Nations Environment Programme.

296. Attention was drawn to paragraphs 2 and 3 of General Assembly
resolution 34/186, in which the Assembly had used the worda"takesnote"
instead of "adopts" in reference to the report of the Intergovernmental working
Group and the draft principlea it had elaborated. Since the Working Group had
covered the whole range of sbared natural resource., more States were likely, it
was said, to be opposed to some aspecta of those draft pri~cipl.' than if only
ahared water reBOurcel bad been dealt with. MOreOVet, despi~ethat p'rticular
wording of the resolution, paragraph 3 did request all State. to ule the
principles aa guidelinea and reconuMndationa in theforJlUlation of bilateral Ot
multilateral conventiona regarding naturalrelource. aharea by two or aore State••

297. In addition, itwal considered illuaory to try to apply the principle of
permanent sovereignty over natural resource. to water that flowed in an
international watercourse through various succe••ive territorie.. In tb.to case,
tbe concept of a shared natural resource wa. inevitable, it was atated.A
riparian Stateabould not be allowed to exclude otherr.iparian Statea irOM t.he
habitual UI" of it, watlra by cau.ing dr••tic changes in tbe flow of \latlt:.
Unilateral action. should give way to con.ultation. and the adoption ~f concerted
m.a.ure.. Havingre.ch.a that important conclusion, the COftMi'lionwould have to
examine que.tions which aro.e in connexion with the _thodl and criteria for the
UI. and equitable diltribution of abar.a rt.ource••

29B.Support Wll txprt••ldfor tht qualification in tbedraft artiCle that only to
tbe extent that the u•• of wattrs of an lnt..rnltlo,n'lwatlrcour•••yate. in tbe
tftrritoryof on. .yat.,. Stat"fflctl the U.I of water. of that. Iyate. In thl
territory of anothlr .y.t•• Statt, do the watera con.tltutl .. Shared nat.ural
re.ourel.That qualification WI. conlid.red an illpOrtant and rt'liltlc provision
that. woUld ptWlnt. unduI Intetftt.ncI by on. State with watanothlr Itlte could
do in ita own territory. On tbt otblr hand, it WI. hl14 that IUcb • narrOV
definition Might not bequltl adequate for the PUCpoal' of th. future !ra-.wotk
te~aty.

29t. Ite••• w•• plaC14 onthl OOl\ctpt of ·.hlred natural c••curet" .1 • 1'9,a1
tool. Ita Intrcduetion ha4 proc.dural conl~ulnc•• ana ~nltqu'lnc •• in tlcMlOf
the tithta ana obligation. of 'tltl.. Jut fer tb nt tb. onl,oonnq...lnc.
dtlwn fCOM 1t V&I th.. 4uty tontgotil,a Iyl'•• Igr ntl and to pactiel,.,. In
the ftqotiatlon of IUch ag~.I.nt.. thely.t•• qc•••nt It••lfcllttrMint4 both
t.ha V.tl~' to Wilch It Ippli-.J .M4.tbl particular. Pl:O~lct, .PCOl~'- or ••
:lnvolv.a. '1hl c:-.llllon would dlttn.cthlr oonllC1U1mJI'. 01 the OOIVIlpt ol ..hl~d
r.IO\1CCII, AI ·aNtOUftCM in .~ticle S. Xt vou14 111041. 1ftl,ltation frOll
Plrqclph 2 of Gift":'" Allltllbly etlOlutlon St/lIS. !'hI prlnol,leol llblcd
naturalcllOUred u .;pltH to lnttCMtlontivlt.r~.'lvunot tMtl;W01.lfttto
• COIICt."••!,VI 1...1 1"IM, HI tht. CCM11I Ion did not &un,.t tIllt It V&.,
bGftVlf, it 'W••~.~m.tfoc lOch I c'll. DlGID" It lltfl1t4tbl
Obl1,.tion ollt.tt•.1» act oo-opICltlVlly w to •• u., Wlgt. 01 8ft
lnt.~nattOftll wt,rOHr.' 1ft HIOI.IMI vl'Ul ,,11101,1•••,......ltA11 ·...4
~!!!LSi! ,s"tUJ!II.ftOft lIltB- ftMCCMllllon It'tlflltoOlftllldUllt,WhIft
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the dra£t artlcl•• wet. onllrged, they must include principles which would give
concr.te meaning to tbepara-.terl of that ehared natural resource and would
indicate how that r ••ource ~a. to be tr~ated"

300. "8 to the UNEP draft principle••ubmitted to the General Aa.embly, they did
not poatulate coMrtiOnJlinage.mt of ahared r••ource., nor did they imply that a
State eharing a re.ource ~ith one or more other Stat.e would thereby loa. it.
tetritor: lal 80'lereignty" The keynote of t:.ho•• pr inc.lpl•• was the dutl of ",11
State. to Qo-operate in tbe cona.rv.tion and harmonious utilization of .uoh
natural re.ouret.. In fact, auch • dut.y waa tho countttPtrt of the cl•••ic
principle. of international la'" relating to te.ponaibility for dallage caused by
one State to another, •• apPlied to the partioular situation ariain9from the
natural MOVe.efit leroas ••v.t.l frontier. of componentl of a ahared natural
te.ouret. Moreover, it wa. a MUtual duty. It waa perhapa intereating to note 1n
thltconnex1on thlt if the whole of the hydrologic cycle was taken into account,
together with the poasibl1itie. provided by.,dern teohnology in the fIeld of
",••th.rqodlf1catlon, tbe di.tlnetion between upstrta. and down.tr.a. state. lOlt
80.. of ita .1gnlf10Ince.

301. anereprllentative did not object to the concept oE a "Ihlred natural
resource" but Eelt thlt tbe ...ning. and ell.lnts of the oonclpt needea to be
clar1£lea. Applying to I watereoursl, the concept COUld relate to the UI, to
which the water v•• put, or to the oo.-on lnt'telt whlch the Statt. in qUI.tlon
h.d in It. ThUI, whIn an international rlvlr WI. u••d for navigation, lueb ule
could be cll1.a • Ihlrtd ule ,nd tbe waters of tbl rlver could be call,a • ".harld
nlturalr'lo,uree". 'the .... could bl.ald of the wlterlof arivlr or lakl
"rking I fcontilr. Undlr tbe currlnt wording of draft artlele S, aueb ual.dld
not.WI.r to bt coverlel b"IU'1 the ule Of watlrl for navigation by on. State
could not aIr .~ affect tbe UI' of w.terl fOr that pUCPO" ln any other part of
tberlvlr.

302.ltclCtly .ptlk1n9t navlgltlonthould b,pclctlltet, h' 'Ild, in .uch • WIY .,
not to affecttbl 1.1" Of w,.tecsfor tb. I.MpurpoI.I In othlr partl ofth.
rivlr. II.ltf IWlll4 to tbe non-navigational uae of Vlttr IYlt••, tb,conc,pt of
• fJ.lc«1Mtucll r••aure.- .Indicated that .leh.Ylt•• Itat. wo'u14 1)1 _ntltl.clto
lifttquitable "ae. Of thl w.tecI In thl Iylt'.. B.chltat. would hlv, tb. frlteSO.
to atlralM t.b, "MIC in whlcblt would u., the *'Zuitlblt able. of Wlt.lr to
which it. VI' .nt,itl.al no ot-hlt.yat.la Itlte 00\114 bav,. 'ay in ."'oh
cStt.te.lnatlon ·Of ICrlat tb. IUt.~ oftb,!ora.r Itatl. 'hlft COUld, of COUrll,
btrul•• or prohlbltlonI f".rdlnttbe at of WltlCI *' that IUch ..... did not
I!ftet tltt qUllit-folthl wltlr or tb••nvlconHftt, but thlt In lta,lf would not.
Nkl tht vltlra of .uoh a.,.t,•• -lbul4n.tuc«1 rlloucclM• In othtrwoc41,to
.y tblt.vlry .y.t. 'tlt' •• tntltl;f4 tOM ""it.lblt ahlrt In tb. UI 01
wtlfl OrM intlcnltlonll vat.fooucn .y.t.1I 'Ill dlfftrtntfr••lylngtblt tht
RtlClof Rob .,at. wrt a -••ed naturalr.laureIM.IUt d.ll,ltlon tlnJ'
lOOk. fOCWlt4to a.lurthl'cCllln..nt ofth. COftClptbyth. Co.-It,lon In rCflnl
to partlculu OIta of .ohRtlra, _ob Hlrll,ltlort &n4 Iconoalc aM lndult:rl...
_"llclt.t•••
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303. Another representative noted that although treaties generally acceptea tbe
principle of equality in the aharing of boundary waterl between two riparian
States, sharing in equal portions was not the onlY ..thoa e.ployed. It wa.
furthermore $ugge.ted that perhaps the tc..:.a "Gharedn"tur.l re.oute.- "la. not the
most appropriate.

304. Oppoaition to the inclulion of artiCle 5 in the dra~t V.' voiotd by other
reprcu'entatives who viewea the article as irrelevant, un.atisfactory,
controversial and ambiguous. It wal pointea out that the COIllIi••ion it.elf had
admitted that the concept of a .hared natural re.ouroe was relatively new and had
not be.nacclpted .a a principle of international law. Furtbermore, it bad proved
highly controvttrlial both when the Charter of Boono,dc Rigbt. anbd DUtie. of
State. had been prepared and wbenthe Int.rgovernmental WOrking Group of Expects
of UNBP and the aenttral A•••mbly had conoidered th» draft prinoiple. of conduct in
tbefitlcl of ttut enVironment for: the guidancI of Stati' in the con.itv.tlonand
harmonioul utl1i:ation of natural te.cure•• ablred by two Ot more State.. An
opinion .xpr••••d was that the COJgi••ion had tried to justify tb. Inolulion of
the concept in the draft article, on tbl b.,i. of a strange interpretation of ..
deci.lon of th.Permanlnt Court of International JusticI In the River Oder c••.•,
and o.f one contempo:ary arJ:ange..nt.

305. Certain repre,.nt.tivI. -.re not convinctd that the concept w., widely
acceptea, tbly conaid.red thlt .uob Acclptancl would bave no Intrinlic value,
alnel it would not be cl••r that .. COJIpr.hftn,iv. legll rlgilM bid b...nor••ttcS,
and Stlt,. would not know whatthtir rigbt. and obligation. undlr that r4giMt
would bt.No rt.'on w.s ••on for the lnolu,lon Inth. dr'ft articl•• of I concept
that would perforce I\lke the COMi••ion'l work .ore difficult. In addition, tbere
appoart<lto bt no rtlev.ncl of th, ttr.-lbar.cJnatural rl'CUret"toth.
con.ldlration of tbt topic In qUI.ticn.

306. It WII r ..ctlllt4 that the UNI' drlftprln,cipl•• o1 con4uct. in tbt field Of the
onvlron.ent for tbt gUidancI of Itat,. lntbl con.ervatlon ana harMOnicu.
ut.illlation of natural r••oucc•• MlreeS by tweor JllfQrlltlt•• It.a not. lain .adept,a
by the Glnlral A"IMbly DICIUtl of tbt !u,na...ntal ob~lctiont tnUMIE_ttd In
paragrapit (20) of tbe COMMlt.lo,r', C'OIIIfMntlryto article '.'tblobjeotlon bMt4
on the principle o! pltUftlnt sovlrel,n.ty ovlruturll rllOutol'VU .trlllt4,tbl
'11ft ~14not be liCC)lptl4 thlt.tblt.prlncipl. didnot..pply to •••t.a naturll
r@.curel.

307. Anothlr ·rlllOft ,lvlft fortht W'lAtilflotory ftltur,c! Irtlo1e5 v'lltblt It
.uppoItdtb••xlatlnot of international \flttrooUfl" Ipt•• vblctl oonatltuttd •
fit.ftc! Mt.ural rHOUfa Mldothlra wlOb dla Mt. It ".~ tbatttlt W••,
Vhloh would obVloully Ilvl ri•• to .., dlfllcult.lll,vouldbl ••1IttdlcOll 'tJ\.t
dClft. Il:tl01ft.

!'f~~lSl~~· .\t1~~IIII(.U1I._S.·.IU\Ilt!
Ji~ fti"!'rt~.uiJo;'I.,. hi #_6.
r;.:Tm_~W1lIIIii.i••_~~

JOI..... 11_*llfthtl.. Wll..... lI,cwlll... 1ft .tlo1. X.l. pr.MlY"
tCMtl" lar.et. cihtt", to _ ,.'ln1u Int.MtlOlll .t..r.,.... 'II'... Mlr
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P.~t thereof. ru~ther thought would, it was stated, no doubt have to be given to
th. relation.hip b.t~••n article X and othe~ article. al the draft Wftl fu~th.r

refined. The belief ~a. held that article X was a technical clau•• and, when a
complete aet of draft articl•• had baen prepared, it .hould be includ.d among the
general provision. or final clau••••

309. According to one vi~w expre.aed, while artiole X pre.erved the treaties in
torct relatln1 to a particular international watercOUf.' .yat••, it was impottant
to recognize that.ucb tr••tie. were valid only if they haab••n negotiated "1n
good f.ith", a. required under article 3, paragraph 3. If the treaty had been
entet.d into without the free will and con••nt of one party, or if there had been
an element of coercion or intiMidation, the criterion of "good faith" had not be.n
..t and thetre.ty concernld did not de,.rve protection under article x.
310. Oth.r r.pr,,~ntatiyel .xpr••••a their conviction that article X gave ri.t to
new problt•• and difficult1... Xt: wa. do••d un.att.factory .incI It had no legal
content. ru~th.:MO~', the que.tlon wllr.i.,a whether atticle X WIIII broad Inough
for it. put~. • the COMMI••ion hid to be careful to avoid reopening .1tultion.
that had b.en 10l:tll4£or thl tl•• being ~ practice or by trlaty.

r. Juri.dic,f:ional iJllllUniti•• of ..Stat•• andth.lr er02!rtz

l,.COMtnt. on tit. dr.aft article. a. ,. whol,
11 .. ', ." ". . .... . .. . ... ',.T

311. Klny .ttpr••entltlvl. Who .pokeonthetopic "i1url.(Uct:lon.llMUni~ie.of
Itlte. an4 tbeit prc>plrty-noted with 11t;:l.flction tb. prog.:e....de thet.on. Itw.. .tll:td thatthl COMNi••lonh14 .ucell.fully begun thl proat•• of elaborating
••,t of dr:.~t ar:ticll' on the bl.i. of tht excll1ent .tlport. prepartd by tbe
tpt:cll1 bpporteur, Mt. loJIJ?O,ng Suc'h.tlt:kul. Clttalnr.pa:t.lntatlv••, bCWIV'i;,
bllitvea that the ..~ followed wa. not ..tl.factory In~tbat the drift Ittlcl••
ptovl.1onally I4opt.d bytbt COMi••ton wlr. n,ot licetptlhl*.

312. Molt r.prttentativI' conalderld .~ Ilrly drafting of unlfot. rul.. on till,
topic dI,irlblt ..,4 n,-e'lllrr. Hlnyof th••~ that tit. tirlt rl.ding of the
COIIIIlt.ion 'a work ontbll toplo would b.tinllbld I' 800ft •• poolb1,. Xt VII
lItatld tblt th.C:otall.ion IhotIld dlyot. triOrlel. t.o \bil qU.ltton 1ft oraerto
elltlfydl".rlngpccltlona and brlngthtl 0101lf toglthtt, whlteupon it would b.
11I1II tounttrtlJtt tb,luetlnlr draftlnt Ofthltlxt. It WI••1soobllrvl4t.hlt
tbl drlrt artlole. -.out. lnAlCltl tbI clcc\IIItlncr.lln wlob ~Qrl.dlctiOft.ll
lMUltlt:l.a.ppl1H Ma whit tholl i-.snltltl wre. ft. topic lhould be eoftllMct<1
in ~,uMttonwlUtoth.rf~nt.l,rIMlpl.'o! lntlfMtlontl. lav, .\loll a.the
tIOY.clltnty,lqVIlit, ... lftttPtnltMI or Itlt'l. Ofttceprlllntatl!,. atat1.4 that
hi wuld tlqUlltthl COIII1Hlon to JOItponl~l.lrltlonor tbt tulltl. Ql\tl1 l'
hid tl1tll111d Plrt 11 of th.pr... *.,t CXlftvtntiononltate rtqonalbilltiF,
It VII pc_ture to OOMlflr tU ,.Itlon or ,urllC11etlOftJl I.-.tt, until tb,
pcootd\lCttobt toltO'tfH I. Utt .fOfftMftto!lttte '.lpclftllbl11ty VI' ItlKfift'"

!lt1. lIt.rdUtt ~. IOOPI o'Ut, ,topic W Itlta'tl.,., r,prlllfttltl'" ItltMUt,' Utltltl. QCNtt H .hltl''''' rortB! tl. &MInt, Ilta.- thlr, •• Itlll •
fORllUlltyof ...... It 1ft IMf'lllll I" •••, to .',ltOOlf•• '" 0l.il,
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with the realitios of state practice, According to this reprt.lntatlve, the tit.
"immunities of State propert.y· referred only to th••copt or.uctont ot application
of the rule*, concerning state lmmunitie.. Nlverthel••• , no Itudy o,nthetopio
could be considered complete if it did not make reforence to different ••ptct. ot
jurisdictional immuniti•• relating primarlly to state property, thu.lxpr•••
reference to State property in the title it.elf was not ~ltog.th.r purpo••l ••••
Another repre.entative ob.erved, however, that property could not enjoy
juri.dictional immunity, .ince it wa' not a lubject of law. Thia r.pre.entative,
referring to the principle of State iamunityin relptet of state property Ulld In
connexion with diplomatic mi••ionl,8tated that it would b. d••1tableto Make it
cleaa: whether the article. on the subject wo~ld rlfer only to iMmunity frOM
jur ildiction, or would allo cover the topic of inviolability. 11. drew atttntlo;1'l
to the fact that the 1961 Vienna Convention contained no Gxplicit provisions on
the immunity from jurildiction of diplomatic .l••ion. bleau•• it hadb.ln ...uMld
that that cUbject wal coverea by the i.Munity from jurisdiction of Statt'l
(.'On.equently ther. appearecl to be a gap in the prope••a <lr_ftartlcl••, ana b.
wi.hed to point out that tb. i ....unity froMjurisaiction enjoytet bya4iploutic
.i••lon "'AI broad.r in a<:OPl than that recognized in currlntpractlct in r.splot
of th. i_unity of the Stat.. It wal allo Itatea that the qutltion O! i_unity
froM ~xlcutlon of judg••nt Ibo,uld b. left ••idofoz: th.tt_ bting.

314. With regard to t.be Mthod of work, JlanyrClpre.lntatlvCI. Itl:•••c4 that tbe
COfAJd••ion l:tlould orient it. work tOW.I1:dl • detail,cS .tucSy of national legillation
and the pract.ice and jurllptuc1,ncc of Statl' with 41fftu:ent. IOCl.1 IYlt•• in
orc1lrto arr:1vt at .. balanced for:aulatlon of t.hc rule. on thi. topic. 'Et WII
not.a that the COMit.ion h.a dl01d14to r.nI'Wth. tlqul.ta tu:1at@sl*" t.o
GovernMlnt. to lub_it r.levClt utlr lal. on tb.topio andthlt it had 8110
r4lqU'lte4 tbeStcretlriat. to procI,a with th. publication of tb, ut.rial. ana
r.pli.. a1rl.ay rlcllve4. It wI..lao .tatla that, In continuing witb ltl
prlplrltlon 01 tbedraft Irticl•• f tht COMMi•• ion MUlt tat« int.o .ecount tb'
,enlrllprlnclplG. ot int.cnational law ina ttul practic. o! It"t•• _Itn rtg·.reSta
tb. topic. "n:thlclIOr' tb. vllV WAa Ixprt.ll4thlt theCOMi••1on 1110\114 .,ak to
!or-.a16te lnt.rnltin.nll no,.:. \4\lchcou14 b. agpl1,a by allltat•• without
a.triMnt totltelr lnt.rl.t.. It wu alto .114thato tbt COM1.Ilonlbou14 attapt
to for.llt.. tb. principle. thl'OQib an inductive IWcOIc:b, .'tlf Mlly.ingtren4.
whlcb wou14 M fwna J.n tbapractlc:t 01 Itlt.l, In national 11g1811tlon and 1n
_uch lnt.I:Mtional ~vtfttionl •• tb. xuroPtlnConvtntlon en 'tlt.O l..nlt)'.

315. on- l.pcI••ntatlv., howav.r, exprl.ll4tbl v1n that it ¥QUId boil h1911!7
clinglroul, 1n .. !1eld involYlntboth lntelMtionaJ. 1. Md lnt@rul lw, aM l1Ctth
public Md priyat.1 tntlcnablon.1. law, to. optrl \It, VIY for pcOYt•• tutntrOll
inttcftll lw. that would ItlVI the 11'11 .ltQltlon~1.1111oonf"ltd, hi 8aid,
sinel pr.etl~ conclfntng Which actl¥ltlll tft~1d iMlUftltrvould dllttr .~:DIdtftl

t6 thl oon.tltutlOftll lituatlon olUte It.ltclallllnt ...nitys Uuu••It ~ an
IntlfMtignal cIIfiftltton of illMlftlt, whiCh VOiIldbttJtlliM 'QC III Itlttl.
Anotblr l.prl.Htltive oblIIV" Utlt It Vii fiRlIIIC' ·to billn _ 1.lOlv;lnt
q_llionl of prineipll 1ft onl@rto .'tlfIlIH future wc". In hll oplnlQft, •••li4
.pp!~chVOUldbt 'sr·lt ·to prlpal. 11 4I1ItailH lilt of 1111\lftl fult••• tkB to
fcululatt Uti ftft '\11•• I\Mlultlt. _~tl8fOfllr Int'fnatlOftll rllltl_l.
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316. As to the method of formulation of draft articles, many r.epr.esentatives
agreed with the approach that the Commission had taken by fil7st setting out
ge~~~al rules and then dealing with details~ including those relating to
1~i.'};~':!,'~ ";10n8 to immunity. However, the content and drafting of such exceptions were
~::'"r ?:...Jin points of controversy (see comments on draft article 6 below).
Commenting on some of the articles included in the report of the Special
Rapporteur which the Commission had left for future consideration, one
representative said that the meaning of such concepts as "state property",
"trading or commercial activity", "organs" and "agencies and instrumentalities" of
the State would have to be made clear; in his view, however, it was not mandatory
to include a special provision containing definitions and interpretation. The
view was also expressed that the Commission should, in due time, define the ter.ms
rel.ating to the topic, such as "immunity", "jur isdictional immunity" and "State
property". One representative, however, stated that it would be somewhat
premature to discuss the substance of definitional problems.

2. Comments on the various draft articles

Article 1. Scope of the present articles

317. Most representatives who referred to draft article 1 generally agreed with
the text, bearing in mind that the Commission had adopted it only tentatively.
The view was expressed that this article was necessary because the scope of the
draft articles ~~lst be defined, even if only approximately, so that the Commission
could proceed with the wotk. However, certain representatives considered the text
unsatisfactory because it did not set forth any legal norm and confined itself to
describing a situation.

318. Furthermore, some representatives expressed the view that the question of the
immun1ty of State property belonged to a level different from that of the immunity
of a State itself. It was stated that since it seemed that the one and only
found~tion of the draft articles was the concept of. State immunity and any rules
relating to State property would be only consequential to that basic concept, it
would be possible to omit the reference to State property in article 1.

319. The view was also expr.essed that the reference to Vlquestions relating to"
immunity could b~ deleted and that it should be maintained only if the Commission
coz~sidered that the draft would not be comprehensive enough to encompass all the
aspects of jurisdictional immunity, which seemeu not to be the case, in view of
paragraph (3) .of the commentary to article 1.

Article 6. State immunity

320. Many representatives who spoke on draft article 6 supported the Commission
affirming in a positive way the existence of state immunity, as an application of
the principle "par in parem imt:~rium non habet". The view was generally shared,
however, that this article which was the first in the section of the draft on
general principles, must be approached with great caution and realism, si.nce
there were differences of opinion regarding the general rule it embodied. It was
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recalled that, as a basic text, it did not prejudge the scope of State immunity.
It was also stated that although it had its source in customary law, its
relationship with the important principle of State sovereignty was still
insufficiently defined.

321. Certain representatives r however, observed that the current wording of
article 6 had obvious short-comings: not only did it fail to fulfil its
objective, but it also created new complications. It was said that the principle
of the jurisdictional immunity of States should be set forth as a genera! rule,
and sUbsequent articles sh~uld then describe the exceptions to that general rule.
It was also viewed as contrary to international customary law in that, in their
view, it denied the existence of the fundamental principle of the immunity of
States with respect to the jurisdiction of other States. These representatives
preferred the wording of article 6 as proposed in foot-note 406 of the
Commission's report.

322. A question was raised by some representatives whether State immunity was
truly a rule or, rather, an exception to a rule of international law: namely, the
exclusive sovereignty of the State. One representative held the view that the
jurisdictional immunity of States was a well established norm of international law
to which exceptions could be made only if certain conditions were met, and he
interpreted paragrapt 1 of article 6 in that sense. The view was also expressed
that while it might not be necessary for the Commission, at the present stage of
its work, to form a view on the question whether there was a basic principle of
State immunity from which exceptions could be made, or a basic principle of
exclusive territorial jurisdiction from which exceptions could also be made, the
difference between the two approaches was yet crucial: the first required that
exceptions to a basic rule of immunity must be justified, while the second
required that exceptions to the overriding principles of exclusive territorial
jurisdiction must be justified. Thus, it was stated that the Commission should
keep an open mind on the point, and that its tentative decision to adopt article 6
in its current form should not prejudge the further work on that topic by imposing
any particUlar burden of proof as regards exceptions to the basic rule, given that
the nature of the basic rule was itself controversial~

323. A number of representatives spoke on the question of exceptions to the rule
of jurisdictional immunity of States and the criteria for laying down the
exceptions. Many such representatives held the view that, while a State was
undoubtedly immune with regard to official acts performed in the exercise of
its sovereignty (acta jure imperii), the immunity should not be extended to its
non-sovereign activities (acta jure gestionis) such as trading and other
commercial activities. The view was expressed that, unlike the time when States
exercised few functions, all of which were official, the modern trend was for
a narrow view of immunity from jurisdiction, on grounds of equity, since in some
countries the State conducted activities which in others remained in the private
sector. It was stated that the major concern here was that the draft articles to
be prepared by the Commission should not give undue immunity to State property
which was involved in eownercial activity. Where commercial activity was
involved, it was said, there was QO justification for a claim of State immunity,
either as a matter of general poliCy or as a matter of existing international law.

/ ...
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324. SOme representatives urged a functional approach wh~n considering the
question of exceptions to State immunities in respect of its commercial
activities. The difficulty atising out of the concept of functionally limited
jurisdiction was the question of determining what was an act jure imperii and what
was an act jure gestionis. As one representative observed, it would be
intolerable if different standards were applied in different countries in the
reply to that question; the answer could be found only in the sphere of
international law. It was also noted by a few representatives that many of the
developing States, which had followed the traditional approach on absolute
immunity, were leaning towards the doctrine of restricted immunity with a view to
ensuring reciprocity. In any case, it was said, States should always display good
faith in exercising the immunity granted to them.

325. On the other hand, certain other representatives observed that because the
general immunity of States from jurisdiction arose out of the principle of the
sovereign equality of States, the distinction bet~een acts ~re imperii and acts
jure gestionis was artifical and resulted in the same state conduct being
interpreted in different ways. According to one representative, such a
distinction was impossible for a socialist State, where political and economic
activities constituted a unity, to make such a distinction. Thus he expressed his
hope that the principles underlying the policy of socialist States and their
commercial activities would be taken fully into consideration in the codification
of jurisdictional immunity of States and their property.

326. A few representatives stated that paragr~ph 2 of draft article 6 was not
correct and contained incongruities. It was said that the paragraph could
profitably be deleted.

G. International liability for injurious consequences arising
out of acts not prohibited by international law

327. Representatives cornrnended the Special Rapporteur, Mr. Robert Q. Quentin-Baxter,
for his excellent preliminary report. While some of them resetved comments on the
topic until a later date pending further work thereon by the Commission, others
made detailed observations on a number of issues surrounding the study of this
topic.

328. As reflected in the report of the International Law Commission before the
Committee (A/3S/l0), some of the main questions which the representatives
addressed included: (1) the question of the title of the topic and the problem of
terminologies; (2) the nature and scope of the topic; (3) the identification of
the relevant primary obligation; and (4) the question as to whether the topic is
indeed ready for or even amenable to the codification exercise.

329. On the question of the title, it was observed that. the title of the topic on
the Commission's work programme was not quite the same as that adopted by the
General Assembly; in particular the words "acts not prohibited by international
law" were the Commission's interpretation of the General Assembly's resoluticl,
as could be seen from a comparison of the opening lines of Chapter VII, with
foot-note 551 to the Commission's report (A/3S/l0). Thus it was wondered whether

I . . 0
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the real ~cope of the topic was truly established to the general satisfaction. It
may be recalled in this connexion that, in the Commission, there 'emerged a broad
agreement that the present title of the topic, though abstract and rather wieldy,
was at the present stage of development an extremely valuable 9uideline: it
enumerated each of the four key elements in the topic and was in itself a
directive endorsed by the General Assembly.

, I

I
1

330. On the question of terminologies, it was pointed out that there was a problem
of finding in many languages other than English two appropriate words to render
the English legal concept of "responsibility" and "liability", which were often
confused even in the Anglo-American law itself. It was recalled, in this
connexion, that in earlier occasions, the Coramission's duty with regard to
maintaining the integrity of the lexicon of internation~l l&w bad been pointed
out. Thus a similar need for care, with respect to terminologies, existed in the
context of the Commission's current work on State responsibility and on
international liability for injurious consequences arising out of acts not
prohibited by international law.

331. On the same question of terminologies associated with the topic, it was
further observed that, while in English the words IIlresponsibility" and "liability"
were used to mean different thinqs, such a distinction could not be readily made
in other languages. An illustration of this point was given by reference to the
draft articles currently before the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of
the Sea. In those articles, whenever the phrase "responsibility" and "liability"
occurred in the English text, the French text used periphrases to try to reflect
whatever the distinction between these terms might be in the other language. It
was further observed that perception of lawyers, accordingly, varied considerably
about the meaning of the word "liabilityn. For example, a Russian-speaking
lawyer, eApressing views on the topic in another forum, seemed to have experienced
no difficulty with the word "liabilityn. To him the word "liability" signified an
idea that was logically necessary since it described, in terms of primary rules,
what the word "responsibility" described in terms of secondary rules. However,
with respect to some Spanish-speaking lawyers, it was noted that the word
"liability~ had an entirely different connotation: to them the term referred to
the consequences of responsibility. In that sense, "liability" meant not the very
substance of an obligation, but the consequences of that obligation.

332. On the nature and scope of the topic, there was support for the position
taken by the Commission in paragraph 138 of its report to the effect that ita
approach to the subje~t must be in terms of elaboration of primary rules as
distinguished from the secondary rules being codified in Part I of the topic on.
State responsibility.

333. The view was accordingly expressed that the ~opic belonged to the field of
primary rules. The argument was that, in law, the question of responsibility
arose after the b~each of an obligation laid down by a primary rule. With that
breach, it was said, a n~w legal relationship came into play between the parties
t~at was in turn governed by a secondary rule. ThUS, in dealing with the question
of acts not prohibited by intern~tional law, most c~ the concepts u~ually

introduced in the context of responsibility were not applicable. AS an .
illustration of liability for lawf~l acts, it was noted that article 2 of the
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Convention on International Liability for D~mage caused by Space Objects
established a primary Oblig~tton to pay compensation if damage occurred. Only in
the event of failure to pay such compensation did the new legal relationship come
into being and the secondacy rule established liability for the breach of the
primary obligation. It was thus clear that the conduct imposed by the primary
rule belonged to the legal province of contractual obligations governed by the
Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties.
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334. The view was also expressed that, if secondary rules were to be understood as
rules which came into play when primary rules were not respected, then the rules
on liability for injurious consequence8 arising out of acts not prohibited by
international law were not secondary. Unlike the rules on State responsibility it
was noted, the rUles on liability were not connected with the breach of an
international obligation established by a primary rUle, nor did they require the
existence of a previous legal relationship between the States concerned. The
scope of the topic would thus be determined by preparing draft articles in two
parts, the first part would attempt to define the origin of international
liability on the ba~ts o~~e two elements mentioned herein, with due care being
taken to define wh~t might b'€f considered an "act of State" for the purposes of the
articles. The second part would, following the structure of the article on State
respon~ibility, deal with the form, content and degrees of liability.

335. It was further observed that an obligation to compensate for damage should
in this context be considered the only consequence of liability notwithstanding
the contrary view that the regime of liability should first and foremost be
directed towards prevention, and th9 greater prominence should be given to
Rrev&nti~e than to ~ensatory measures. Thus, while it could be generally agreed
that legal n~;ms should not deal only with redress and punishment, in the specific
case of liability for acts not prohibited by international law, it was possible
to envisage a framework in which the rules on liability could encompass also
the possibility of preventive action. The recognition of a legal consequence ­
liability for damage - to certain lawfUl activities might act as a deterrent and
lead States to be particularly careful when undertaking activities likely to
entail liability and even to seek agreements with other States, if that was
considered necessary.

336. In further support of the Commission's view that the topic dealS with primary
rUles, it was observed that there was a practical problem in deciding how to
relate the distinction between primary and secondary rules in describing the
nature and scope of the topic. It was noted that indeed the tet'm "liability"
itself suggested secondary r~les. From the beginning, the argument continued, the
concept of liabIlity was compa~ed and contrasted with that of responsibility as if
theSe ~ules as to liability could be thou~ht of in parallel with secondary rules
of state responsibility.. Continuing to do so WOUld, however, be to ignore the
fundamental premises on which the work of the Commission on State responsibility
were based. Those premises were that one set of rules existed to deal with the
consequences of wron9fulness and that obligation which did not arise out of
wrongfulness arose out of primary obligations. Therefore, the decision to
d~sctibe th~ topic as lying in the field of primary rules was no more than a
literal apPlication of previous decisions taken by the Commission over the years
in relation to the SUbject. of State responsibility~
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337. It was moreover pointed out that the Commission and its members had
repeatedly said that all obligations were of two kinds, either they arose from
wrongfulness or they arose from the rule of primary obligation. Thus, when one
considered the enormous investment of time and effort in developing the subject of
State responsibility, and the continuation of the present effort, it would hardly
be acceptable to introduce a dichotomy of secondary rules. It was conceptually
neater to begin with the established notion that secondary rules came into plaY
only when primary rules were broken. Thus, whatever the parallels between the new
topic and that of state responsibility, obligations that arose without
wrongfulness must be described systematically in terms of primary norms.

338. But there was also the view which stressed the difficulty existing in
accepting the Commission's characteriza~ion of the topic as one dealing with
primary rules as supported above. It was noted that the commission had made a
distinction between the secondary rules being elaborated in Part I on the topic of
state responsibility and the primary rules to be elaborated under the topic of
liability for injuriouB consequences of acts not prohibited by international law.
However, there were some doubts as to whether such a fundamental difference really
existed between the two topics. It was accordingly argued that the Sixth Committee
as a Whole, without perhaps going too deeply into the matter, had assumed that in
dealing with this topic, the Commission would be following the same general
approach as in the case of state responsibility, namely, that it would take the
"primary" rules for granted and would deal with "secondary" rules relative to
liability as such, especially such aspects as imputability and release or
satisfaction. While under this view the distinQtion made by the Commission
between the two topios was doubted and the conclusion reached that th~ liability
topic was assumed to deal with secondary rules, a si~ilar conclusion Was reached
but from the viewpoint which clearly stressed that the commission should make a
clear distinction between responsibility of States for wrongful acts and
international liability for injurious consequences arising out of acts not
prohibited by international law. In respect of the lalter, it was asserted, the
Commission should consider only secondary rules.

339. The determination of the scope of the topic was also e~amined in the context
of the question recalled in the Commission's report (A/3S/1C para. 131), namely,
whether the topic should, for the sake of convenience, be limited to matters
arising from the use or management of the physical environment. The view was
expressed that it seemed premature to restrict the scope of the rules to he
elaborated to the question of the environment. It was pointed out in this
connexion that article 3S in part I of the draft articles suggGsted other matters
which might be regUlated, in particular, mattere relating to highl~ dangerous
activities. The article, it was further observed, left open the possibility that.
a State might be liable for damages in cases in which its responsibility was
excluded bec&use certain circumstances precluded the wrongfulness of an act
contrary to an international obligation. It wastbus considered possible to
induce from those r.lles more general rUles on liability, care being ttlket\ to avoid
giving the concept of liability a wider meaning that would equate it with state
responsibility. The concept:. of liabil.ity, it was recalled, could be traced as far
back &B the Roman concept of ob~i~ationes quasi e~ malefici~, in dom$stic law, but
had admittedly not achieved the ~ame universal acceptance A$ the concept or State
r~sponsibility in international lal't.
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340. Tbere was also the view wbicb empha8i~ed the fact that liability of States
for injurious consequence. &ri8ing out of acts not prohibited by international
law derived $Olely frOl'A the close link which existed between the haaards caused by
s"cb activities and the injurimus consequences which might result from them.
Thua it was observed that the CommisDion's work on the topic would lead to the
recognition of the principle that anyone who engaged in an activity involving
sUbstantial risk shQuld assume liability for the danger thereby created. Liability
would thus attach Without any action or omission attributable to a state,
exclusively on the basis of the chain of causality between the act "attributable"
to one of the parties and the injury SUffered by the other. This idea was based
on theory of risk which had been recognized in certain international conventions
and international case-law. It was stressed, in this connexion that, in adopting
the view, the commission's work would provide the possibility of incorporating
certain principles and rules previously developed in internal law of States.
Thus, the rUles on liability for injurious consequences arising out of acts not
prohibited by international law would carry over into the international sphere the
principle known in spanish internal law as responsibilidad sin culpa (liability
without faUlt), a principle that was essential in a just society, for maintenance
of hatmonious relations among its members.

341. The vi9w waa also expressed recognizing the wide spectrum covered by the
topic and pointing out that there were two extremes involved. At one extreme,
th-re were activities involving a very low probability of transfrontier injuriouB
consequences but a high degree of damage. At the other extreme, there were
activities involving a high probability of effects on another country which would
g&n$rally be minor. The cases in between the two extremes would thus involve
various degrees of probability of damage and extent of damage. ThUS, it was
noted .. any rules formulated to deal with these activities would entail different
rights and dutie~ of States. For the low probability/ultra-hazardous activities
the emphasis must be on preventive and control measures to be adopted by the State
under Whose iurisdiction those activities took place. It was further noted that,
while in the view of some authors, permitting such activities in a territory of a
State ent~iled strict liabilitl for the State concerned, current State practice
did not support such an extreme view.

342. Strict liability for ultra-hazardous actiVities, it was added, had been
established, in such fields as outer space activities and transport of nuclear
material, in the relevant conventions, ut it did not appear that a general cule
of international law to that effeot had developed beyond the scope of those
convontions. However, there were general rules of international law that imposed
on the State permitting activities with potentially severe trans-frontier
implications the obligation to prevent armful consequences to the greatest
possible extent to minimize injurious consequences in the event of an accident and
to prOVide for adeqUAte compensation for the victims of any such accident. ThUS,
the obligations of the controlling Seata also inclUded the duty to inform states
that might be affected, and to enter into consultations in good faith with tho
stat.es likely to be affected in case of aCCident, in oi:der to reach Agreement on
IUch questions aa regional plana in the case of the operation of nuclear power
plants. It was hopta that t.h. Commission, in its future consideeD~;.ion of the
topic, WOUld address it.elf specifically to the obligations of St,r.:,9~es allowing
potentially dangerous aotivitiQ$ Within their territory or control. Such
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obligations would have to be taken into consideration in disoussing acta whioh
were not prohibited by international responsibility of the State concernea.
Activities at the other extreme, with high probability of effeots or even
permanent effects but minor harm, called for completely different treat-ent.
Accordingly, the Special Rapporteur was correct in saying that the various degr 4!les
of harm played a central role (A/35/l0, para. 144), particularly in d4!ltermining
when a degree of harm had been caused to bring about the liability of the
controlling State.

343. Similar focus upon the identification of various aetivitiea for the purposes
of determining the scope o~ the topic lead to the suggestion of approaches to the
subject, having rega~d to the concern with the physical environment. It was,
accordingly, observed that on aome of the matters relating to the physical
environment, including t.he question of shared natural resources, broadly
acceptable general principles had already been elaborated. But it was still to be
determined whether the oircumstances peculiar to the use of shared natural
resources were not different from those related to the exclusive resources of a
State. Thus, the clear legal principles concerning shared natural resouroes could
not axiomatically be extended automatically to the physical environment in
general. Another approach to the topic would be based not on territorial
ju~isdiction, but on the risks involved. Some activities, it was noted, bad
harmful consequences for other States either at all times or 1f certain
precautions were not taken, either they should be prohibited or there should be a
legal obligation to take such precautions. If despite the prohibition or the
obligation to take precautions, a State engaged in such an activity or failed to
take the precautions, it thereby breached a pri~ary obligation and ~hU8 committed
an internationally wrongful act. That would, however, be outside the scope of the
topic. If, on the other hand, damage occurred through misadventure or a
fortuitous event despite the precautions taken, the situation would fall within
the scope of the topio. It was not, however, readily apparent as to whether rUles
should be laid down for such evidently infrequent occurrences.

344 .. But there were other activities involving a great risk of aooidents or a
normal risk of large-scale accidents, such as the launching of objects into space
or the transport of petroleum by super ankera. Such activities oould be
prohibited without the risk of impeding human progress and depriving the world of
the benefits of certain technological developments. states, it was noted, had
concluded agreements to deal with such eventualities and would no doubt conolude
further agreements as required. Under this approach the final category WOuld be
the activities which did not as a rule have harmful consequenoes or which had suoh
consequences only as a ~esult of misadventure or a fortuitous Qvent. Because of
the few exceptions to that general rUle, there WllS no need to formulate legal
rules. States, it was again observed, usually sottled matters in that area
through bilateral negotiations. There was no doubt that the international
community wished to have legal rules relating to the physical environment. It
should not be fotgotten, however that the mandate entrusted to the Commission
referred to tbe liability of States for acts not prohibited by international law a
topic whose scope and conte~ might be easier to aafine once the work on
responsibility for wrongful acts had been completedQ
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345. Continuing this line of discussing the scope and nature of the topic by
identifying various categories of activities, there was the view that actually
thr•• categories of acts not prohibited by international l~w existed and were
linked to the draft articles in Part 1. Thus it would be preferable to complete
the disoussion of the articles of Part 1. The three categories of activities were
identified as follows: the first related to the ultra-hazardous nature of the
activity and would include injury caused by space objects or space vehicles,
activities relating to atomic energy, carriage of nuclear material or incidents
involving nUclear-powered ships or ships carrying oil or other pollutants. In
such cases, the liability was absolute or strict and was without the need to prove
faUlt. The second category related to the doctrine of abuse of rights, where the
t&quirement of due Care and caution might be ~pplicable. Such acts might be
conducted within the territory of a sovereign State but might cause injury to the
territory of another sovereign state or even in an area not belonging to any
country. Such a category was controversial and required careful study. A
solution might be found by defining the elements of the nature of the act, the
quality of eare required and the degree of injury caused directly. The third
category consisted of cases mentioned in article 35 of the draft articles on State
responaibilty, namely, acts which were not wrongful, because they were covered by
the exceptions specified in articles 29 to 34.

346. But there was the 'I,iew t.hat is distinction between exceptional hazards and
ordinary hazards would arbitrarily restrict the application of the draft articles,
and that a State should be liable for any activity which had injurious
consequences in the territory of another state or even in areas outside the
jurisdiction of any state. The sovereignty of a state engaging in such lawful
activities should not preclude that State's international liability. Naturally,
it was noted, such a major contribution to the law relating to good neighbourly
relations must take due account of the political, economic, social, scientific and
technological realities of the contemporary world. It was important, therefore,
that law shOUld blaze a trail in areas where the inadequacy of preventive measures
aight lead to extensive damage that went beyond political boundaries. It was
~rtant in that connexion to avoid any unduly restrictive interpretation of the
term "environment", since questions relating to ecological damage constituted at
II08t only part of the topic. It would perhaps be illusory to think that so-called
"objective" liability would proviae a universal answer to all the problems raised
by daraage resUlting fraa industriall and technological activities. It might
therefore be necessary to go beyond the scope of liability as such and to
concentrate on the concept of obligation, by radically refining and extending the
traditional concept of diligence. In that context the furtherance of the
"secondary" rule of ·objective" liability must rest firmly on the extension of the
"primary· rule of obligation to exercise diligence.

347. There was the view which also stressed the need for the Commission not to
loa. sight of theotetical legal problems while adopting a practical attitude in
the process of drafting rUles that struck the proper balance between necessary
technological progress on the onQ hand and the protection of the environment, in
the broadest sense, on the other. It was further stressed, in support of this
point that, account shOUld be taken of the evolving natura of international law
in this field. Thus, what had formerly been allowed might be prohibited as a
con.equence of a necessi~y recognized by the international community. As a
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minimum measure of protection, the adoption of draft articles on this subject
would be particularly beneficial to States less developed industrially, taking
into account that international law lagged behind the advance of science in
response to the economic needs of nations. This train of thought was reflected in
another comment which mentioned specific activities. For example, an activity
which currently entailed considerable danger at the transnational level was the
trade in chemicals, pharmaceuticals and similar prod~cts of dangerous nature, the
use of which was banned in the country where they were manufactured.

348. In this connexion, it Was stressed that the Commission's stUdy should inclUde
certain issues of contemporary soc10-legal interest, such as the question af
harmful consequences caused to developing countries as a result of restrictive
economic policies of other States. At a time when those countries were engaged in
the urgent task of economic development, the evolutio~ of principles designed to
support and safeguard those aims and aspirations would be welcome. It was further
believed that the International L~w Commission should co~tinue its work on the
topic, giving 'it high priority, with a view to further developing the principle of
the duty of States to take into account the interests of other States which might
be affected by acts not prohibited by international law. Such a study waS of
great interest in the context of the preservation of the environment, in the
current era of unprecedented scientific and technological advancement.

349. The same view focusing upon the inadeql;lacy of international law, called upon
the Commission to consider different regimes of liability and to recognize that
certain activities called for different regimes not only with respect to the
degree of liability, but also with regard to the question of enforcement. An
activity such as space exploration, it waS noted, required a very different regime
of liability than that which would be applicable to the use of nuclear energy or
the development of the biosphere. In any event, there was doubt whether it was
possible to limit such a regime to the two parameters of care commensurate with
the nature of the danger, on the one hand, and of guaranteefil related to the
occurrence of injury, on the other, as it appeared from paragraph 137 of the
Commission's report. Indeed, in the area of activities such as those that had
been mentioned as examples, the injury could be so extensive that the State in
whose territory the act causing injury had occurred WOllld be unable to make
compensation. It was easy to imagine the abufSes that could be committed by
carrying out highly dange~ous activities in small countries that would not be able
to provide the com~nsation to which the activity might give rise. Furthetmore,
if activities, although dangerous, were carried out for the general purpose of
developing science and technology and benefiting mankind as a whole, it might be
possible to envisage the establishment of international systems, modelled after
certain systems in domestic law for providing financial guarantees for any
injuries that might occur.

350. It was accordingly noted further that international la~ on the ~ubject was
not satisfactory since it provided only a few solutions in connexion with outer
space and marine pollution. New technology, particularly relating to nuclear
energy, called for the establishment of legal solutions which would promote
co-operation among states. It was a delicate question because it affected
activities that were subject to the sovereign jutisdiction of State~, and the
latter usually denied the dangers whicb such activities sometimes e~tailed.
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'ro find 4uit.able solutions, attention would halle to be tocusedon cases of
activities which caused d~mage within the territory under the jurisdiction of a
State and the injuJ:'ious consequences of which were also felt in the territory of
otber states. 'rhe ta.,k was a coraplicated one, because in the case of that topic
~~. Coaai••ion waa not only codifying existing international law but also
developing it. In performing this task the Commission was ut'ged again to note
that, while, theoJ:'etically, it may be said that acts not puohibited by
international law were different frora wrongful acts giving rise to State
re.pon.lbility, in practice, the clis~inction was not that clear. In support of
this view, it was noted that while in tJ:'aditional law there was h&rdly any
probibition or restriction on industr ial &ctivities that might harmfully affect
the environ.ent" the new international environmental law im('osed - and
incre"singly ao - restrictions on activities of that kind. Many acts that had not
b..n prohibitecl in the pa$t would, therefore, be wrongful in the future. In many
c•••a it lQight be difficult to prove that a State had act.ed with such intent or
negligonce as would Ilak_ the act,; wrongful under int.erta~tional law. The future
rule. were, therefore, likely to be applied also to many ncts that might well have
been wrongful but. whose wrongfUlness could not be fully shown to exist.

351. There wa$, it. was noted, no contradiction in speaking of liability for an act
not prohibited by law. The couaept of liability in such ca':::r;>.'3 meant that a State
was permitted to perfor~ certain acts but only on condition that it took upon
itself the finanoial consequences for any daraage that. might result from the act.
ro~ exa.ple, it wa. observed that the benef!its to be derived from an industrial
activity that gives rise to pollution or other harmful effects shnuld be weighed
properlYIJ No,mmlly there should be obligation to pay for damage resulting from
the actlvity$ But. where, in the case of pollution the harmful effects were minor
and tolerabl~, tbete would not ari~e a claim fot compensation.

352. Clearly, it was further observed, one could cite various multilateral
treaties which, while not prohibiting certain activities, required St.ates parties
to cOMpen.at~ cla84ge arising from such activities. However, where St.ate
responsibility waa concerned, cert.ain circumstances preclUded '~~on9fulness in an
act that would oth6rwise be wrongfUl, the position here was, as it were, reversed
sinC* in ceJ:'t.aln given circumstances a State WaS liable for the compensation of
dalMge either arising from acts that were otherwise not objectionable. It.
re..ined to b. seen whether it was possible to define those circumstances, in
other word., to (JQterraine in the abstract the fields of actbJity to which such
liability appl!~a. The question could thus be approached from two different
though not actually exclusive Viewpoints: certain activities could be regarded as
inberently dangerous, or cert.ain common int.erests, such as the environment, could
be r8garded as extrellely VUlnerable. If thos.e t.wo viewpoints were fUlly
developed, one would soon reach a point at which there was an inherent conflict
between technology a"d nature, and that, in turn, led to the supposition of a
conflict of interest between States which were at different technological levels.
While all States had a common intereat in t.he careful determination of the fields
in which the concept of liability for the injurious consequences of acts not.
prohibit.ed by internatiol\al law could play a useful role in the progressive
deVelOpMent of international law, no ahatract distinction should, however, be made
between the field of applicability of the concept, the origin of the liability,
and tha cont.ent, f()~.. and dtlgrees of such liability.
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353. Moreover, it was noted that the question of the applicability of the con~ept

of liability required a different way of envis~gin9 relationships between States,
deriving from the elements of hazard in the link of causality between the actual
~onduct of one State and the potential conduct of another State. That was another
mirror-image of circumstances precluding wrongfUlness, since in the case in point
it was a fortuitous conflict between abstract rules of international law which
disturbed the normal legal link between breach of norms and remedy or sanction.
Indeed, in both cases, norm and sanction were fused into a single rule, in the
first case by the exceptional absenee of the normal legal consequences of a
wrongful act, and in the second case by the exceptional duty to compensate damage
caused, notwithstanding the absence of anything that could be bl~med on the
actor. Hazard was an ever present fact of life, and States must determine in
common the levels of hazard which generated the liability of a state for injurious
consequences. From that point of view, the concept of liability for injurious
consequences of acts not prohibited by international la» lay midway between the
"right" of each State to use its own and the "wrong".

354. That, it was pointed out, explained Why, in practice, States were often
willing to agree on a duty to take preventive measures in order to obtain an
acceptable level of hazard without prejUdice to the question of liability, and why
such liability might turn into responsibility or disappear, depending on whether
any wrongful act could be blamed on one or the other party. It was also why
international conventions in that field often were limited to unifo~m rules of
civil liability as between actor and victim and left aside the question of
liability and responsibility between States. The matter was often solved in Q

practical way by uniform international rules relating to legal relationships
between individuals) such an approach made it possible to define the impact of
relationahips between individuals on State responsibility in the cases of
~conaent" and "diatressA (arts6 20 and 32 of the draft articles on State
responsibility). The vulnerability of the environment inspired the search for
international rules relating to If~bility for injQ~ious consequences of acts not
prohibited by international law. ~~~iol:l 'y, preve~tion of damage ~as particularly
important in that field and, in th~ case of an eco~ystem under the jurisdiction of
two or more States, required effective international co-operation. Prom that
point of view, the concept of State responsibility for acts not prohibited by
international law led on to the concept of ahared natural resources.

355. There was, thus, the view stressing the fact that the Commission would
eviden~ly face great difficulties in establishing new principles as primary rules
of international law, dealing with all the areas, owing especially to the lack of
State practice in those essentially new fields of activities. It was accordingly
suggested that a realistic approach to the work of the Commission on the topic
would be an attempt to draw up a legal framework, taking into account the contents
of the existing agreements in areas such as outer space activities, th~ uses of
atomic energy, and the prevention of marine pollution, and try to mak9 the rules
contained in such agreements lDOre general. In the process of constructing such a
legal framework, it was noted, emphasis should be placed on the conclusions
reached in paragraph 137 of the Commission's report, namely that the commission
should attempt to minimize the possibility of injurious consequences and, in
providing adequate redress for such consequences, it should avoid a8 much as
possible those measures which would prohibit or hamper the creativities, inclUding
economic activities of each State.
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356. Concerning the identification of the primary rule of obligation, it was
observed that the question of liability for injurious consequences a~ising out
of acts nQt prohibited by international law was closely connected with Part 2 of
tbe study op State responsibilitYi especially the acts which, at the time of
commission, had not constituted an internationally wrongful act. It was stressed
that an act of a State resulting in injurious consequences would en9age its
liability regardless of the absence of wrongfulness. However, should the law
prohibit such an act at the time of commission, that would engage State
responsibility in a general way. This type of liability, it was noted, was what
the Rapporte~r had identified with the maxim sic utere tuo ut alienum non laedas
(the duty to exercise one's own rights iro ways that do not harm the interest of
others) •

357. While the use of that maxim, known in the domestic law of var ious legal
systems, in the development of this topic was generally welcome, it was observed
that there were pitfalls that might attend its application. The view was
therefore expressed that great care would have to be exercised in extending the
application of the maxim from the sphere of private law to that of relation among
Stat$s, wher~ the degree of interdependence was less.

358 s It may be observed that most of the representatives who spoke on the topic
seemed convinced that the topic was ready for codification and generally supported
the thrust of the topic as described in paragraph 137 of the Commission's repott.

359. There was accordingly the view that it would be best for the Commission to
proceed on the simple assumption regarding the topic that wrongfUlness arose when
rules were broken, but that obligations existed even pr~or to such infringements,
and that some of those obligations could be described systematically in terms of
primary norms. He further noted that, in seeking to define the scope of the topic
of international libility O~ injurious consequences arising out of acts not
prohibited by international law, one representative had asked whether the cardinal
issue was not in fact the question of reparation for injury, and therefore, a
mat,:~er of secondary rules. Such an interpretation, the other representative said,
wab unduly narrow •.

360. There were, it was emphasized, precedents in international law for the view
that when countries engaged in activities which were liable t.o bc.~ve deleterious
effects on other countries, they had at least an obligation to consult those
countries in order to determine an acceptable course of action. That obligation
was central to the issue of the non-navigational uses of watercourses, for
er-ample, which likewise ra~sed the question of a State's right to act as it
please~ within its own territory without reference to the interests of
neigh~oLling countries. In determining international liability it was important
to steer i.1 mlddle course between gl:anting permission to States to proceed as they
thought fit, on the one hand, and requiring them to defer completely to the
interests of thej~ countries, en the other. The essential principle to be borne
1n mind was that embodied in the maxim sic utere tuo ut alienum non laedas, which
underlay the primary conce~t of invasion of sovereignty.
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361. In determining the scope of the topic it was als~ important to avoid facile
analogies with domestic law and to recognize that the distinction between a criI~

and a rot, i.e. between criminal and civil wrongfulness, was not valid for
international law. The effort to codify international liability for inju~ious

consequences arising out of acts not prohibited by international law was in no way
intended to add to t.he responsibil ity of states; it was j,":tther an attempt to
confer on the process of accommodation and negotiated sett!.ement, a much needed
legal objectivity.

362. But there was the view pointing out that the topic was not ready for
codification at the present stage. Assessing the nature of the topic and
suggesting an approach of its study, it was observed that a great deal of work
still remained to be done by the Commission.

363. Doubts were accordingly explessed as to the possibility of elaborating, at
the present stage of development, general principles on a subject having auch vast
parameters. Acknowledginy, however, that the impact of new technology and the
increased danger to the physical and human environment posed problems for all
States, the point was still made that a number of specific international
conventions had already regulated many of the more immediate transnational
problems which arose in that context. Thus, no doubt, the process of specific
regulation of particular injurious consequences would be further expanded to deal
with new problems as they arose.

364. The Commission should, therefore, adopt an inductive approach in its
consideration of that topic, and should continue to gather relevant materials
before seeking to ewbark on a substantive study. It was felt that such additional
general preliminary examinations of a number of facets were called for, and that
the differences within the Commission itself must be eliminated.

365. Thus, it might be premature for the Commission to adopt any articles before
a further general discussion was held both in the Commission and in the Sixth
Committee. Much would be gained, it was stressed, from another general
examination of the nature and scope of the Commission's task with regard to the
topic.

H~ Status of the dipl0ma,tic courier and the diplomatic bag
not accompan ied b)l diplomatic cour~

366. ~ny representatives referred to the Commission's work on the status of the
diplomatic courier and the diplomatic bag not accompanied by diplomatic courier,
as reflected in chapter VIII of the Commission's report. Some representatives
indicated that they would postpone thei.r comments on the topic until the
C~~ission had made substantial. progress on ~~e basis of further reports by the
S~~cial Rapporteur.

367. Several representatives stressed the practical importance ~f the topic in
view of the ever-increasing dynamics of contemporaty internaticnal relations. The
development of those relations together with the ease and speed of (:ommunications,
the use of couriers ad hoc and tb,e widespread practice of the diplomatic bag not
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accompanied by diplomatic courier, made existing international agreements on that
topic inndequate and called for additions or amendment thereto. Many issues
relating to the topic were either omitted from the existing ~onventions or
required further ~labor~tion. There was need to adopt new and more e~act rules
for the new circumst~nc~s of contemporary international life, since the existing
agreements had gaps. The formulation of rules on the topic 1 to be inc~rporated in
an international legal instrument, would supplement the existing conventions and
fill their legal gaps. Such an exercise would be a valuable contribution to the
further codification and progressive development of international diplomatic law
and to the stricter observance of existing conventions, and would help to
strengthen mutual understanding and co-operation between States and reduce the
danger of disputes& It would also possibly' put an end to the violations which
unfortunately were now occurring. The important functions of diplomatic couriers
made it necessary that their facilities, privileges and immunities should be
regulated in greater detail. It was also said that ~\e elaboration of norms
safeguarding th9 inviolability of diplomatic couriers and bags was particularly
important tq the developing countries, with their limited human and material
resources. Many such countries did not have diplomatic couriers and were obliged
to use diplomatic bags not accompanied by diplomatic couriers.

368. In the opinion of some representatives, the international agreement on the
topic should be embodied in an additional protocol to the Vienna Convention on
Diplomatic and Consular Relations. Other representatives, however, consi~ered it
premature to dwell on the final form that the codification should take and SCt~

reserved their final position until a complete set of draft articles had been
submitted.

369. In the view of several representatives, the question of the status of the
diplomatic courier and the diplomatic bag not accompanied by diplomatic. courier
had been adequately regulated in existing international treaties, namely, the
Vienna Conventions on Diplomatic and Consular Relations, the Convention on special
Missions ~~d the Vienna Convention on the Representation of States in Their
Relations with International organizations of a Universal Character. Doubts were,
therafore, expressed about the advisability and the urgency of elaborating a
further legal instrument on the subject. The establishment of detailed rules on
the matter would not necessarily guarantee respect for the fundamental norms
involved. The case for a new legal in~trument was unconvincing, even to solve the
problem of the abuse of bag facilities. The problem was not so much one of lack
of regulation as one of the political will of States to observe the norl11S
established in existing international conventions. Besides, more time was needed
to assess the effects ~f those conventions.

370. Some representatives expressed the wish that the International Law Commdssion
would be able to present to the Sixth Committee in the not too distant future the
first formulations of a set o~ clear international rules which would receive wide
support from States. It was also said that an.additional protocol to the Vienna
Convention on Diplomatic Relations should be prepared as soon as possible. On the
other hand, in the opinion of some repres~ •.;tatives the topic did not merit urgent
attention. Disproportionate time and effort should not be expended on elaborating
principles already embodied in existing multilateral and bilateral conventions and
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the Commission should not distract itself from more pressing matters by focusing
on what was deemed to be a peripheral issue.

371. Several representatives welcomed the work on the topic done by the Commission
and, in particular, the excellent report ptepared by the Special Rappo~teur,

Mr. Alexander Yankov, which would provide a useful basis for further work. They
considered th~t that report contained all the basic elements for the preparation
of draft articles, and expressed the hope that the Commission would begin work on
the draft articles to be proposed by the Special Rapporteur at its next session.

372. In the view of some representatives, the Commission faced a difficult task in
seeking to work out a suitable international legal instrument to fill the existing
loop-holes in the system of legal norms regulating the use of the means of
communication in inter-State relations. It must take into consideration the
legitimate interests of the receiving State and the transit State, the necessity
of respecting their State sovereignty and national legislation, and the
observation of sensible security rules. They emphasized the need to achieve a
proper balance between the secrecy requirements of the sending State and the
security and other legitimate considerations of the receiving and transit states)
between safe and rapid delivery of tile bag and respect for the sovereignty and
national laws of the receiving State; and between immunity of the bag from
checking and security requirements, particularly in relation to the Safety of
international civil aviation.

373. Several representatives agreed with the suggestion reflected in paragraph 159
of the Commission's report that the draft articles should formulate the
fundamental principles of international law underlying the four codification
Conventions, such as freedom of communication lor all official purposes, respect
for the laws and regulations of the receiving and transit States and the principle
of non-discrimination.

374. In the opinion of some representatives, the debate in the Commission had
shown the necessity of drafting specific rules based on the practice established
to date and on the four relevant Conventions concluded under the auspices of the
United Nations. On the other hand, the view was expressed that the Commission
should limit its work to an examination of the question solely on the basis of the
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, on which the practice of States was
most firmly established.

376. In this connexion, it was stated that the best course would be Po concentrate
first on the definition of diplomatic courier and diplomatic bag, since that
definition must be applied to all fdrms of official courier or bag. Also with

375. Several representatives agreed with the suggestion in paragraph 153 of the
Commission's report that a comprehensive approach should be adopted which might
lead to tha elaboration of a coherent and uniform set of draft articles embracing
all types qf official couriers and official bags. T~ey endorsed the concept of
"official courier" and "official bag" elaborated by the Special Rapporteur, whose
approach was considered to be the most effective method for the comprehensive
protection of all means of communication used by official missions maintained by
States abroad.
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regard to the issu6 of the terminology to be used, the terms "diplomatic courier"
and "diplomatic bag~, it was said, did not fully and precisely convey the sense gf
the notions concerned. Nevertheless, some representatives did not object to the
use of those terms, provided the future legal instrument would ensure the
unrestricted and uniform regulation of the questions concerning all kinds of
official envoys and pouches with official correspondence as used by states to
~intain links between their domestic authorities and their official missions
abroad. In their view, the elaboration of definitions of the diplomatic courier
and the diplomatic bag would contribute significantly to the completion of some of
the tasks facing the Commission and would have a beneficial effect on the
develo~ent of diplomatic law as a whole.

377. In the opinion of one representative, the specific rules to be elaborated on
the topic should be designed to supple~ent the principles set forth in the
existing conventions and not to extend the privileges and immunities of the
diplomatic courier. Other representatives considered that in determining the
status of the diplomatic courier and the diplomatic bag, the emphasis should be
placed on the functional aspect of the questi~n, i.e., the necessity of ensuring
conditions facilitating the implementation of tha right to official communication
among States. The purpose of the facilities, privileges and immunities accorded
to the diplomatic courier and bag was not to benefit the person, but to create the
conditions necessary for the normal and effective performance of the functions
c.'Oncerned •

378. The opinion was also expressed that courier and bags were means of
communication instrumental in the exercise of official functions recognized and
protected under international law and that the courier should be accorded all
diplomatic privileges and immunities. In that connexion, it was essential to
include in the text clear definitions also of the functions of a courierJ that
would also help to solve the issue of possible abuses. It was further stated
that, provided that the future legal instrument ensured absolute inviolability of
the courier and the bag and contained clearly defined critetia relating to the use
of monitorinq systems, a regUlation concerning measures by the receiving State to
protect its security and othe~ legitimate interests could be agreed to; the only
basis £or such a provision would be the generally recognized principle that every
person enjoying privileges and immunities under international law was obliged to
raspect the legal order of the receiving State.

379= Some representatives, Gharing the opinion of the Special Rapporteur that the
relevant draft articles shOUld cover a broad range of issues requiring progressive
dev~lopment and codification, expressed the wish that all the issues raised and
discussed so far be included in the draft in a normative form. In that cnnnexion
support was expressed for the structure of the future draft as proposed by' the
Special Rapporteur, which guaranteed ~ balanced proportion between general
provisions and specific practical rules, as well as for the idea of including
rules on bags accompanjLed by diplomatic courier. Nevertheless, it was stressed
that the main purpose ~f the codification in that field should be the clear and
uniform regUlation of the status of the courier as an official diplomatic person
and of the bag not accompanied by courier as a means of accomplishing official
governmental functions. That, of course, included the regulation of the rights
and obligations of the receiving or transit State.

/ ...

I
t

!

I;I
I
!
l

I
[

I



A/CN.4/L.326
English
Page 107

L j :.'i .iIII.... IIJUJlPJIIL &_11I.U&III"••III&£ !J&QUllliill .. LU .1.ll .. ln.11 .1IQl iJljHIHOOUM.k

381. Another representative expressed the hope that the functional approach would
prevail in respect of the status of the diplomatic courier and of the
unaccompanied diplomatic bag, although the order in which the vatious sUbtopicB
were listed in the preliminary report ntight seem to indicate otherwise. It should
be recalled that the primary principle underlying the whole topic was the freedom
of conununication between representatives of a Government, acting a.s such on the
territory of another State, and their Government. The di,plomatic bag was an
important instrument - but only an instrument - to secure that freedom of
communication. Similarly, the bearer of that bag was only an instrument for
bringing the bag untouched from its origin to its destination. From that point of
view it made no difference whether the bearer was the captain of a ship or
aircraft, a so-called ad hoc courier, an Official courier or a diplomat of the
State concerned. In a functional approach it would therefore seem appropriate to
concentrate first on the status of the bag itself and to draw from its function
the consequences for the status of the person to whom it was entrusted for the
purpose of transportation& That did not necessar1ly mean that all bearers of a
diplomatic bag should be in the same legal poSition or that the scope of the
bearer's privileges should be limited to the time-span in '~hich he actually
carried the bag. But a careful analysis of what was really necessary ~o secure
freedom of communication in the various situations was obviously a.pprop'riate. So,
it would seem, was the consideration of provisions to ensure, to the extent
possible, that the bag was actually used only for the purpose of Official
communication between the representative and his Government.

380. tn the opinion of one representative, it should be borne in mind that there
was a difference between the status of the diplomatic courier and the status of
the diplomatic bag. The precepts of that difference could be traced to article 27
of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, paragraph 5 of which defined the
personal immunity of the diplomatic courier and immunity ftom arrest and detention
and paragraph 3 of which referred to the inviolability of the diplomatic bag
without making any distinction as to whether it was accompanied or not. The
privileges and immunities of the diplomatic courier and other agents who carried
out similar functions should approximate as much as possible, both in character
and in scope, those granted to diplomatic representatives. Particular attention
should also be paid to the question of the status of the courier ad hoc, to the
privileges and immunities enjoyed under the duties of his special mission, and to
the particularities of his status during the period between delivery of one
diplomatic bag and reception of the next.
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382. In the view of one representative, another task facing the Commission in
determining the status of the diplomatic bag was the question of the specifics of
the unaccompanied bag in the context of the norms contained in article 35,
paragraph 3, of the 1963 vi~nna Convention on Consular Relations. In this
connexion, it was said that it would be useful if the commission could stUdy
consular regulations, which could provide information on cur.~ent State practice.
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I. Other decisions and conclusions

1. Programme and methods of work of the Commission

383. Members of the Sixth Committee welcomed the considerations and recommendations
contained in the report of the Commission on questions having a bearing v, the
nature,. programme and methods of work of the Commission and the organization of
its sessions with a view to the timely and effective fulfilment of the tasks
entrusted to it. The establishment again by the Commission of a Planning Group to
consider the organization, programme and methods of work of the Commission was
also welcomed.

384. Most representatives Who spoke on the matter endorsed the programme of work
of the Commission, in particular with reference to the programme of work envisaged
by the commission for its thirty-third session in 1981. It was stressed that
priority should be given to the completion in 1981 of the second reading of some
of the sets of articles already provisionally approved on first reading, as the
composition of the Commission would be changed in 1982.

385~ It was also said that the list of other subjects which the Commission
intended to examine in 1981 (A/35/l0, para. 183) seemed unduly long. steps should
be taken to reduce the number of projects on which the Commission was working.
priority could not be given to all of them, and the Commission must therefore
exercise restraint at least until it had completed its work on the priority topics
which were already on its agenda.

386. According to Qne view expressed, although the Commission had accomplished
much that was worth while in connexion with its chosen topics, it was still not
functioning with the requisite efficiency because it was involved in the
simUltaneous consideration of several sets of draft articles and was unable to
concentrate on those on which work might be concluded. It was hoped that the
commission would not reduce its effactiveness by taking up new topics. Another
representative said that the Commission's workload was currently so heavy that if
it was to maintain its customary high standards it must either hold longer
sessions or reduce the number of items on its work programme. Since the former
course was not advisable, for a number of reasons, the Commission should
streamline its agenda. All the items currently under consideration were of great
interest to many countries, but the Commission shOUld consider postponing some of
them, particularly those on which the work had not yet reached the stage of
detailed consideration of specific draft articles.

387. It was emphasi~ed that the CommiAsion's work programmt shOUld continue to
reflect a balance of both traditional and innovative topics. Another view
maintain~ was that the Commission should attach greater importance to realities
in selQctihg topics for consideration. (See also Section 11 A above.~

388. Many representatives found acceptable the present working methods of the
Commission and expressed confidence that it would continu~ to keep the progress of
its work under review and to dev~lop the methods of work best suited to the speedy
completion of the tasks en~rusted to it.
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389. It was said that one of the original and most significant functions of the
United Nations was to promote the codification and progressive develoPment of
international law. When the work was accomplished with dedication, integrity and
skill, as it had been over the years by the Commission, all Member States stood to
gain from it. The Commission was fortunate in the quality, range and strength of
its membership. It was composed of distinguished jurists from many parts of the
world, representing the principal legal systems. High satisfaction was expressed
at the success and high quality of work of the Commission which was said to be due
to a set of circumstances which must be maintained. The wor.k accomplished by the
Commission was described as impressive in volume, considering that the Commission
had comparatively few members. In addition, the important function carried out by
the Commission's Drafting Committee was highlighted.

390. One representative observed a change in the composition of the commission's
membership. Diplomats and practising lawyers currently outnumbered the academics
who had previously made up a larger percentage of the membership. Such a change
was not necessarily bad in itself, since the experience of diplomats directly
exposed to the reali~ies of international relations was just as necessary as the
detailed knOWledge and theoretical sophistication of learned professors.

391. That representative believed that there had also been changes in the ways in
which discussion was conducted within the Commi~sion. It seemed to hi~ that the
genuine exchange of views which had characterized debate in the early ~~ars of the
Commission was di,sappear ing, ~nd it was no longer unusual for the Commission to
hear a series of individual statements, followed by comments or a summing up from
the special rapporteurs on the SUbject concernedo He believed that improvements
should be made to permit a more active exchange of views between members. There
was also a growing tendency for members to express views refleoting the attitudes
and needs of their respective States. While it was quite natural that members
should put forward opinions from the viewpoint of the legal systems of their
<:ountries of origin, it would be a matter of concern if a Government were to
endeavour to influence the deliberations of the Commission in order to further its
own short.-term interests.

392. Another representative, however, stressed that it was important to look into
the reason for the trend that had been perceived of members of the Commission
moving away from dialogue towards unilateral declarations. The classical approach
to international law within the Commission was Qoming to an end, as the Commission
moved from classical topics to topics of relevance to the very existence of the
people. Within the past two years, the Commission had had before it draft
articles dealing with such matters as the generalized system of preferences and
the privileges accorded by one developing co~ntry to another. The more the
Commission involved itself in "bread-and-butter" issues, the more the experience
of members with regard to those issues would be reflected in itsdeliberat.ions.
~t was no coincidence that members from third world countries had more or less a
common outlook on such issues.
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393. It was noted that inevitably not all members of the Commission were able to
att~nd ita session for the whole l2-week period. Many of them held high office in
thei.r own countries and faced many conflicting commitments. Personal and even
financial considerations might al~o weigh against the ability of some members to
.pend three months in ~eneva each year. satisfaction was expressed by one
representative. at the improved record of attendance at the Commission's
thirty-second session and at the response of Governments and institutions to the
General Assembly's appeal contained in paragraph 7 of its resoJ.ution 34/141
concerning the need to enable Commission m~mbers, especially Special Rapporteurs
and officers, to have adequate time available for the fulfilment of their
responsibilities to the Commission, especially at its sessions.

394. Another representative remarked that while the Commission was increasingly
urged to i.prove its efficiency, o,~" of the factors undermining that efficiency
was the bUSy schedUle of the Commission's members. It would therefore be
desirable for Gover~nts to refrain from placing too heavy a burden on diplomats
who were members of the Commission, at least during its annual session. Such
special consideration was particularly important when the diplomat concerned was a
Special Rapporteur. In\some instances Special Rapporteurs were submitting draft
articles on their topics'at the rate of two or three each year, which meant that a
considerable nt~er of ye~rs elapsed before the Commission was able to conclude
its first reading of the whole series of draft articles on a given topic.
Finally, it was said that if some members of the Commission faced financial or
administrative impediments to attending the Commission during the duration of its
seBsions, it wa& the responsibility of the Sixth C~~ittee to study them and make
appropriate recommendations. (See the ection below entitled "The level of the
honor3ria paid to Commission's members and other financial matters".)

395. Certain representatives stated that the Commission has been fortunate in past
years to have a high quality of Secretariat personnel to assist it in its work.
It was essential that the Secretariat should maintain that high quality of
service. Support was expressed for a reaffirmation by the General Assembly of its
previous decision concerning the increased role of the Codificatior.. Division of
the Office of Legal Affairs.

396. One representative stressed that s~pport for the Commission's Drafting
Cam.ittee WaS a vital part of the secretariat's contribution. The Secretariat
greatly assisted the Commission and the Drafting Committee especially in connexion
with second reading., by helping to collate the comments of Governments with the
debate. in the Commission ~nd in the Drafting Committee. They also did valuable
research work. One notable example of major research work by the Secretariat was
the monograph on force majeure (~~ument A/CN.4/31S, reproduced in Yearbook of the
!rcetnational Law Commission, 1978, vol. 11, Part One) which had been prepared to
help the Special Rapporteu~ on the to}?ic of StateresponsibilitYe If the
Secretariat staff assisting the Commission were to maintain their level of
,\)xcellence in research, it was important that they should be given the opportunity
of inClUding selected work in the pUblications of the Commission as well as
helping the Commission and its Special Rapporteurs. He noted that a whole volume
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of the United Nations Legislative Series was devoted to the work done by the
Secretariat for the Special Rapporteur on succession of States in respect of
matters other than treaties, which was in itself a contribution to the progressive
development and codification of international law.

397. It was stated by another representative that the Commission's methods of
work could also be improved if the services of the Office of Legal Affairs of
the Secretariat were more fUlly utilized in the preparation of reports and the
drafting of preliminary articles. The Special Rapporteur would be responsible for
the reports and for their presentation to the Commission~ Such a reform would
improve the Commission's efficiency, but would require the recruitment of
additional personnel in the Legal Office to devote their energies fUll-time to the
work of the Commission.

398. With regard to the conclusions and recommendations of the Commission on
specific questions having a bearing on its methods of work, it was observed
that the Commission's success was due to a set of circumstances which must be
maintained if it was to continue fulfilling its functions as set forth in
Article 13, paragraph 1 (a) of the Charter. Those circumstances related to the
unique nature of the Commission, the duration of its sessions, which provided the
minimum time necessary for it to complete the tasks assigned to it by the General
Assembly, and the exceptions that were made on its behalf to otherwise very sound
rules. As long as the Commission was able to continue functioning with its
current characteristics, its success would be assured. Its vitality reflected the
vitality of the movement aimed at using international law as an effective tool to
ensure the peaceful and orderly coexistence of nations.

399. Some representatives agreed with the Commission's conclusion that the
duration of the yearly session of the Commission should, as a minimum, be
maintained at 12 weeks. Representatives were also of the view that the
publication of summary records of the meet.ings of the Commission should in no
circumstances be discontinued, as ~~ey were considered indispensable~ it was said
that previous Assembly decisions concerning the need for continuing provision of
summary records of the Commission's meetings should be reaffirmed. It was
furthermore stressed that with regard to Commission documentation it should be as
comprehensive as the Commission itself considered necessary a Exceptions to what
might other.wise be considered sound rules or regulations must be made on behalf of
Commission documentation in order for it to continue functioning successfully.

400. Certain representatives took note of the Commission's opinion that it shOUld
refrain from making any suggestion on the question ot the manner by which the
Sixth Committee of the General Assembly considers its report. At the thirty-fifth
session of the General Assembly, the Sixth Committee had before it a working p&per
SUbmitted by one dele9ati~~ on the organization of the Committee's debate on the
item. After considering that paper, the Sixth Committee, at its 37th meeting
on 4 November 1980 and on the suggestion of its Chairman, agreed as an experiment
to adopt a flexible appr.oach for the consideration of the Commission's report and
to invite representatives to deal with it either by sections or as a whole, as
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indicated in the working paper. 11 The representative who introduced on behalf
of 39 sponsoring delegations tbe draft resolution in the Sixth Committee which was
eventually adOpted bV the General Assembly as resolution 35/163 said that many
del.,ations believed that the method adopted experimentally by the Sixth Committee
for its discussion of the Commission's report was worth while and should be
continued•

• 01. ThAt representative also indicated that there was a feeling that the Committee
should tAke up the Commission's report at the same time every year perhapu in
mid-October. In that connexion one representative regarded it as essential for the
effective working of the Sixth Committee and the International Law Commission that
the date for the debate on the latter's report should be fixed in advance and
should be ~espected, if necessary by interrupting any other business under
consideration, because many members of the Commission came to N~w York especially
to participate in that debate.

11 Tbe working paper (AjC.6/35/CRP.l) read as follows:

"I. Four meetings focused on:

Succession of States in respect of matters other than treaties; and

Question of treaties concluded between States and international
organizations or between two or more international organizations.

"11. Five meetings focused on:

State responsibility; and

International liability for injurious consequences arising out of
acts not prohibited by international law.

"111. Five meetings focused on:

The law oe the non-navigational uses of international watercourses;

Jurisdictional immunities of States and their property)

Status of the diplomatic courier and the diplomatic bag Dot
accompanied by diplomatic courier, and

Other decisions and conclusions.

-IV. Two meetings reserved (to leave flexibility).

"It is understood that delegations which wish to deliver one statement on all
18peCts of the report of the Commission are free to do so at any time of their
chooaing."
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402. Appreciation was expressed to the Chairman of the Commission at its
thirty-second session, Mr. Christopher W. Pinto, for his presentation - considered
lucid, comprehensive and masterly - of the Commission's report. The representative
who introduced the draft resolution which was to become Assembly resolution 35/163
said that many delegations appreciated the fact that the Chairman of the Commission
had introduced the report well in advance of the actual debate on the item.

2v The level of honoraria paid to members of the Commission
and other financial matters

403. Most representatives who addressed themselves to the question of the level of
honoraria paid to members of the Commission supported an increase in that
honoraria, which had remained unchanged for more than 20 years, some referring in
particular to the need to increase the honoraria paid to Special Rapporteurs and to
the Chairman of the Commission. One representative observed that attendance at the
whole of the Commission's 12-week session, together with travel time, took up
roughly one third of a member's productive time. If a member was also a Special
Rapporteur, he must, in addition, find the time needed to prepare the reports on
his topic. It was possible that the rather meagre emolt~ents offered to members
were a factor in preventing full atendance at the Commission's sessions, and might
also affect the actual membership of the Commission. In the current circums~ances

it was very difficult for anyone who was self-employed to absent himself for thtee
manth~ to attend a session of the Commission. He noted that experts who were
call~d in to do legal or other work in connexion with other United Nations
activities received consultant's fees. However, members of the Commission
considered themselves fortunate in belonging to a stimulating group engaged in
worth-while work. Although the question of emoluments were not a governing factor
it was still important in terms of the efficiency of the Commission, partly
because, if members of the Commission were to be selected in accordance with the
proper considerations of geography and merit, it must not be made too difficult or
too expensive for any individual member to participate in its work.

404. The view was expressed that if some Commission members faced financial
impediments in attending the Commission during its full 12-week session, it was the
responsibility of the Sixth Committee to study such impediments, and make
appropriate rec9mmendations. Failing such an effort, there was the danger that
only persons having the financial support of their own Governments might be able to
serve on the Commission. Such a development might well affect the independence or
appearance of independence of the Commission. On the other hand, the view was
expressed that the Sixth Committee was not competent to take a decision in the
matter and should confine itself to bringing it to the attention of the Fifth
(Administrative and BUdgetary) Committee of the General Assembly. other
representatives, while believing it was clearly the responsibility of the Fifth
Committee to determine the amount of an increase in the honoraria, appealed to the
sixth Committee to raise the matter with that body so that it could take the
necessary measures.
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405. At its 54th meeting, on 19 November 1980, the Sixth Committee authorized its
Chairman to send a letter ~ to the Chairman of the Fifth Committee regarding the
honoraria payb1e to members of the Commission, its Special Rapporteurs and
Chairmen. El

4/ The letter (A/C.5/35/L.20), dated 19 November 1980, read as follows:

"The Chairman of the International Law Commission, when introducing the
Report of the Commission on the work of its thirty-second session on
21 October 1980, emphasized the Commission's view that the level of the
special allowance paid to roombers of the Commission pursuant to article 13 of
its Statute was inadequate, and that there was a need for a~ increase in the
honorarium forming part of that allowance.

"The Committee is aware that, while the 'subsistence' element of the
special allowance has been adjusted periodically to reflect in some measure
the changes in the cost of living, no corresponding adjustment has been made
in t~he honoraria~of members ($US 100 per week up to a maximum of $US 1,000 per
session) and Special Rapporteurs of ~le Commission (an additional $US 1,500
conditional on the preparation of special reports or stud~es between sessions
of the Commission), which was established by the General Asse~ly some
23 years ago at its 729th meeting on 13 December 1951.

"Earlier efforts to resolve this matter have not borne fruit and the
Committee is aware that the Fifth Committee expects once again to take up the
Reports of the Secretary-General (A/C.5/3l/2 and A/C.5/33/54) on what was
believed tD be an appropriate level of increase in 1976.

"It is the sense of the Sixth Committee that non-adjustment of honoraria
paid to the members, Special Rapporteurs and chairmen of the International Law
Commission has, over the years, eroded tile level of the special allowance
fixed in 1957 ~ and that its chairman should so inform you, and through you
request the Fifth Committee to give consideration to this problem as early as
possible.

"Should you or any member of the Fifth Committee desire any further
information or clarification, the Chairman of the Commission, or I, would be
happy to discuss the matter with you.

(Signed) Abdul KOROMA
Chairman of the Sixth Committee"

~/ On the basis of a recommendation made by the Fifth Committee (A/35/7BO),
the General Assembly adopted resolution 35/218 of 17 December 1980 entitled
"Comprehensive study of the question of honoraria payable to members of organs and
subsidiary organs of the United Nations· by which the level of honoraria paid to
members of, inter alia, the International Law Commission, was increased.
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406. As to the financial and administrative matters referred to in paragraph 195 of
the Commission's report, one representative believed that the pr.oper initial
approach would be to request the competent authorities of the united Nations to
prepare a proper plan to implement the suggestions and to submit the plan to the
Commission, so that in 1981 the latter could inc ude relevant comments in its
report. He felt that in the current financial circumstances of the United Nations
and of the Governments which funded it, it would not be possible for the Sixth
Committee to give a blanket endorsement to the suggestions contained in
paragraph 195, without having some idea of the financial implications. His
delegation did see that in many instances there would be great advantages in making
it possible for the Special Rapporteur.s to be able to consult with appro~riate

officials of the Codification Division and others, and to have other appropriate
assistance. His delegation would naturally be open to any solution that would
commend itself to the Commission and the Sixth Committee on the. one hand, and to
the Fifth Committee and the other competent bUdgetary oxgans and authorities of the
United Nations on the other hand.

3. Co-operation with other bodies

407. Representatives expressed satisfaction with the close co-operation maintained
between the International Law Commission and such regional legal bodies as the Arab
Commission for International Law, the Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee,
the European Committee on Legal Co-operation and the Inter-American Juridical
Committee. The Commission's praotice of inviting observers of such regional iegal
bodies to attend its meetings was commended and said to promote rapprochement
between the various legal systems and strengthen the principles of international
law. The wish was expressed that the Commission continue to enhance its
co-operation with legal organs of intergovernmental organizations whose work is of
interest for the progressive development of international law and its codification.

a
aw

4. International Law Seminar
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408. Representatives noted with satisfaction the success of the sixteenth session
of the Inter.national Law Seminar, organized by the United Nations Office at Geneva
during the thirty-second session of the International Law Commission. A number of
representatives reaffirmed the inportance their Governments attached to the
Seminar, particularly to the participation therein of nationals of developing
countries. It was said that the commission provided a forum for the teaching of
international law to advanced students and junior government officials. This
aspect of the Commission's work was commended and gratitude was expressed to those
Governments and private organizat.ions which had contributed financially to the
holding of the sixteenth International Law Seminar.
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409. The wish was expressed that seminars will continue to be held in conjunction
with sessions of the Commission and that an increasing number of participants from
developing countries will be given the opportunity to attend those seminars.
Certain representatives announced that in 1981 their Governments, as in previous
years, intended to make available scholarships which would enable nationals from
developing countries to participate in the Seminar. One representative felt that
the time had come to defray the cost of the Seminar through the United Nations
budget, in order to ensure its continuity.




