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I have the honour to transmit to you a letter from A. A. Grornyko, l.tiinisterfor Foreign Affairs of the Union of so"iutlo"iJfist nenulrics, concerning the
:ffi::jT;til'll""t"" of the cenerat o"""nrriu-i"voted to disannament, to be

r shou-rd be grateful if you would circulate this letter as an official docum€ntof the Ceneral Assembly under item :q of tf.e-p.eliminary list.
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Annex

ic haF^mind innraaci-+r..

' efforts to achieve

This letter, sent in replJr to your inquiry, sets out the comxents o| the Sovlet
Llnion concerning the second special session of the united rlations General Assenbfy
derroted to ciisarmanent, to be convened in 1!82"

fn the opinion of the Soviet Unlon, this international gathering vi11 beparticularly significa.nt because preparations for it are beginning in the contextol an international situation r,.rhi ch has become seriously complicaied.

The continuinS build-r! of armaments, incluiling the most dangerous hinds -_

nucfear armaments " is outstripping efforts to curtail this procesJ. The talks ona nu'ber of specific arms limitation and disannanent questi-ns have - through nofault at all of the sov-^t union -' been interru'ted or srrspenderJ " This also appriesto the Soviet-,hnerican strategic arms limitation tafks"

In these conditions, the task cf curbingl the arms raceurgent. Ever,-thing possible must be clone to mobilize Statespractical results in this a.rea..

fn the Soviet Union, there is recognition of the
I\Tations in the naintenance of international peace ancl
the contribution being made by the Or€ianization in the
questions invofved in the firnitation of the arr{s race
dis arrnament 

"

rightful role of the Unitecl
secrr ri*.v and pnnre.i pr. inr of
search for solutions to the

and in the achieveuent of

In our vier.r. useful r"rork along these lines rras done in IgTg at the first
special session of the General Assenbly devoted to disarnament, in the preparation
and conduct of which the Soviet Union tcoh a most activ_- pa.rt. The linal locutent
adopted at that session laid a faj rlv good basis for Statesr disarmament activitiesin the years ahead,

The goviet union r'ras al{ong the first to reslcnd to the decisions of the first
slecial scssion of the United l{ations General Assembly devoted to dis armarnent and
nade a nu.-nber: of .proposals designed to Dut an end- to the a-rns ra-ce" A generalized
stater'lent of these iuas given in the l-etter dated 1l- Aprif 1980 from the lrinisterfor Foreign Affairs of the IISSR to the Secret arv-General of the United_ l:lations
concerning the tasks of rhe sccond dis arnarnent decacle anLl in the memorandur
subrnitted to the thirty-fifth session of the united ltrations General Assembly
entitled "Peace, clisarmanent and international security guarantees'. A-rf these
proposafs., nany of r.rhich r,rere approved. in the Unite(i tJs_tions, are still va1id.

At the t ecent Twenty .sixth Congr€ss of the Cor,rnuni st partlr
the Gen,^ral Secretary of the Central Cornmittee of the Cor,rmuni st
Union and- Chairman of the Presidium of the Sulreroe Soviet of the
put forrrard a broa.d sefection of ner."r and constructive protosals
concerning arins finitation and militarv d5tente.

of 'che Soviet Union,
Pat+\r ^f iha q^rriol-

USSR, L. I. Brezhnev,
on qu6sti ons
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These prolosafs relate to nuclear missiles and couventional r'reapons r and landJ
sea and air fo|ces. they concern Lhe siruation in -uro-e and ir Lne ll^arr Mi rr.d Le
and !'ar ne-st. Reference is made in them to measures of both a political and
ril iterw .htrAclFr All LhF<^ 5r^n^ealc nnmhino ane cinol+ ain rn,4 onn oanorr-l
thrust - to do everyihing pcssible to renove peoples frcrl the threat of nucfear war
pnd j ^ .r-".o- -h earfh"

AI ir:rortanl role jn Lne i:pleitren r, aL i on oJ sone of thc ner/ Soviet lroposals
could also be p]ayecl by the United, l,trations "

Ii: the opinion of thc Soviet llnion, the second special session of the United
liations General Assembly devoted to disarnanent can and should provial-e further
sLjr"uf rs for ral|s or trre coecilic and oressinq quesrions of arms Liritation anJ
disan,taiirent. It is also irnportant that it shoufal, be a landmark on the road to the
convening of a IIoTI-al Disarmament Conference,

'l1l ir Lhe vierr ol thc Soviel lJnion thaL Lne al:enda for rhe foltncomin{' specia-L
session of the Ceneral Ars-rbly shoulcl _:lrovide for a ceneral ezchanie of vicws on
Llre foriLjon uith re5arcl- Lo :.rr:l limjtation and on rhe lroct-ess rnade in lre
ir-r.)lenent at i on of the d,ccisions of ihe first sl)ecial session of the ceneraf
Asserbly: a ciiscussion of ner'r initiatives by States l,iembers of the United Nations'
and the aCoption of the r--levanr final doclunent or documents 

"

If a1f gtates ,icrlbers of the United i{ations adopt a responsible apDroach and
i-srr-lrv'.1-p reeps.pi-' Tnr.itjcq- r?:rI rfc .^rJr r^-in- s^p-icl e^c<.inn nr Lhe Unitedr 1,, !r!a

I'Ta"tions General Asseir.bly clevoted to d-isarmament r.d1l be able to make a r./eighty
cont-ribution ro the cLrLaiLrlenl of thc oanlerous alrn-s race. firis is particularly
true o: sLral ef 'c lrc:-lons. Tlte Sovict Union, for its parat. is lreoared Lo rio
^vcrylhing Lo frornoLe +his goa_1.

A. GFOI{YKO
I{]I]ISTIR IOR iTOF!IGT! AFFA]NS OF THI USSR


