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Ui{lTND NATIONS CONFERNI.CN ON PROFIIBITIO]'IS OF RXSTRICTIO}IS OT USEOF CERTA-TLI CONTENTIO1IAL WEAPONS ].IT{]CTI l4AY BE DEEMED TO BE
NXCESS]VELY INJURIOUS OB TO HAVE I}IDTSCRIMII\ATE EFFNCTS

_ Iollowing the signing by ftaly on Friday, 10 April L9gl, of the Conventionon Prohibitions or Bestrictions on the Use o-f certain Conventional rJeapons WhichMay Be Deened to Be Excessivery rnjurious or to Have rndiscriminate Eflects, 1/concluded at Geneva on lO October t9BO, anO the ennexed protocofs, 2/ f have thehonour, on instructions from ny Governlnent, to make the follor,ring policy statement:

"on 10 October 1980 in Geneva, the representative of ftaly to theUnited Nations Conference rrhich ad.opted the texts of the Convention onProhibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional l,ieaponswhich 
''{ay 

be Deemed to Be Excessiveiy rnjr:rious or to have rndiscrininateEffects and of the annexed protocofs 
"tui"a "t the closing meeting that theconference, in an effort to compronise between ffhat rras desirable and whatwas possible" had probabfy achieved the rnaximum resuLts that currentcr I'cL.mstanc es al-1o\^red.

"He nevertheress pointed out in his statement that the incfusion inthe texb of the Convention " in accordarce with a proposal made on theinitiative of the Federal Republic of Gerrna_ny, of a clause concerning theestablishment of a consultative conmittee of exper-bs competent to inquireinto the facts in case of any alleged breaches of the obligations assumed,lras one of the objectives which, to the gre at regret of the rtalian covernment,it had not been possible to attain at thJ Conference.
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"On the same occasion, the representative of ltal-y expressed the hope

that that proposal' the aim of which was to enhance the credibility and

indeed the erfectrveness of the Convention' woul-d as soon as possible be

given further """"ia"."ii"" 
rmder the amendment procedure expressfy provided

for in the Convention itself'

"subsequently, through the representative of the Netherlands speaking

on behalf of tu. ni"e Stui"" t.:tr""" of the European Conumrnity.on.-

20NovanberlgSO,Italyhadafultheropportuitytoerpress'intheFj-rst
Conmittee of the eener'al Assembly (see .a/c.'t/35/Pv" 3?) on the oc-casion of

the adoption .r d.;;;';;";i;;;;; t)c'''/tslt"ttlpev'1 (subsequentlv approved

as resolution 35/r/), its rtgret that the States participating in the

drafting or trre coniention anf, its Protocols had been unable to agree on

provisions to ens,:re that the obligations arising from them 'would be

honoured..

"In the s a:ne spirit, Itafy, upon becorning a signatory to-the Convention

in accordance wlth the wishes expressed by the General Assenbly in its
resolution 35/ff ' 

Tqould like solennly to reaffirm its intention of working

activery for the ""iii" "t-p. = "itri. r. 
"on 

si aeration, in any cornpetent forum'

of the problet or u=t.lii"Ling a ntechanism which will make good an omission

in the conventt." ;;; t;;; giie it rnaximurn effectiveness and credibilitv
in the eves of the international colunrxrity ' "

I have the honour to request that the above statement shoul-d be circulated

as a.Il official document of th-e General Assembly under iten 52 of the prelininary
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