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1. Openi ng of the session.
2. Adoption of the agenda and organizati on of work.
3. Report of the Chairperson on the activities undertaken between the

fourteenth and the fifteenth sessions of the Conmittee and consideration of
the report of the sixth neeting of persons chairing the human rights treaty
bodi es and action taken by the General Assenbly concerning treaty bodies.

4. Consi deration of reports submtted by States parties under article 18 of
the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Discrimnation against
Woren.

5. | npl enentation of article 21 of the Convention on the Elimnation of Al

Fornms of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen.

6. Ways and neans of expediting the work of the Committee on the Elimnation
of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen.

7. Results of the Fourth World Conference on Wnen.
8. Provi si onal agenda for the sixteenth session.

9. Adoption of the report of the Committee on its fifteenth session.
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ANNOTATI ONS

ltem 1. Openi ng of the session

The fifteenth session of the Cormittee on the Elimnation of Discrimnation
agai nst Wnen will be opened by a representative of the Secretary-CGeneral

ltem 2. Adoption of the agenda and organi zation of work

Rule 7 of the rules of procedure of the Conmttee on the Elimnation of
Di scrim nati on agai nst Winen provi des that the agenda shall be adopted by the
Conmittee at the beginning of its nmeetings. Rule 5 provides that the
provi si onal agenda for each session shall be prepared by the Secretary-Genera
in consultation with the Chairperson, in conformty with the rel evant provisions
of articles 17-22 of the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of
Di scrim nati on agai nst Whnen (General Assenbly resolution 34/180, annex), giving
priority to any itemthe inclusion of which was deci ded at a previous session of
the Conmittee.

At its fourteenth session, the Conmmittee approved the provisional agenda
for its fifteenth session.

The Conm ttee has, since its sixth session, set up two standi ng working
groups: working group I, to consider and suggest ways and neans of expediting
the work of the Commttee; and working group Il, to consider ways and neans of
i mpl ementing article 21 of the Convention. At its seventh session, the
Committee decided to keep the menbership of the working groups flexible. At its
el eventh session, the Committee decided that the worki ng groups shoul d be open
only to menbers of the Conmittee, in accordance with past practice. Specialized
agenci es and ot her bodies that could nmake substantive contributions to itens
under consideration by a working group could be invited by the working group to
contribute to its deliberations. The working groups will neet during the
sessi on.

The proposed organi zation of work for the session is shown in the annex to
t he present docurnent.

Docunent ati on
Provi si onal agenda and annot ati ons (CEDAW C/ 1996/ 1)

Item 3. Report of the Chairperson on the activities undertaken between the
fourteenth and fifteenth sessions of the Conmittee and consi deration
of the report of the sixth neeting of persons chairing the human
rights treaty bodies and action taken by the General Assenbly
concerning treaty bodies

The Conmittee, at its twelfth session, decided to include an itemto permt
the Chairperson to brief the Commttee on activities and events that had a
bearing on the Commttee's work.
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On behalf of the Commttee, the Chairperson attended the Ei ghth Meeting of
States parties, the thirty-ninth session of the Comm ssion on the Status of
Wbrren, the sixth meeting of persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies, the
first common neeting of chairpersons of human rights treaty bodies with the
Secretary-Ceneral of the United Nations and other neetings related to the work
of the Committee. The Chairperson and the other nenbers of the Comittee
attended the Fourth Wrld Conference on Winen in accordance with Comm ssion on
the Status of Wonmen resol uti on 36/ 8.

Docunent ati on

Note by the Secretary-CGeneral transmitting the report of the sixth meeting
of persons chairing the human rights treaty bodies (A/ 50/505)

ltem 4. Consideration of reports submtted by States parties under article 18
of the Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Di scrimnation
agai nst Wonen

Article 18 of the Convention provides that States parties to the Convention
shal | undertake to submit to the Secretary-General, for consideration by the
Conmittee, a report on the legislative, judicial, admnistrative or other
measures whi ch they have adopted to give effect to the provisions of the
Convention and on the progress nmade in this respect. Reports are to be
submtted within one year after the entry into force for the State concerned and
thereafter at |east every four years and further whenever the Conmittee so
requests.

At its thirteenth session, the Conmmittee decided that reports would be
sel ected for consideration on the basis of the date on which they had been
received. In the event that a State party to the Convention did not wish to
present a report, the Secretariat was authorized to select the report of another
State party fromthe reserve list, also in the order of the date on which the
report had been received.

At its fourteenth session, the Committee decided to consider at its
fifteenth session a total of nine reports of States parties: four initia
reports, two second periodic reports, two third periodic reports and one report
on an exceptional basis, taking into account the criteria of preference to be
given to those States whose reports had been pending for the longest tinme, the
need to give priority toinitial reports, and the desirability of a bal ance of
reports in ternms of geographic and other factors.

At its twelfth session, the Committee had decided to set 1 Septenber of the
year preceding the session as a fornmal deadline by which a State party that had
been selected by the Commttee to present its report should give its agreenent
inwiting, preferably by fax. Any additional witten information to be given
to the Commttee should al so be provided no later than 1 Septenber.

At its twelfth session, the Conmttee al so decided that States parties
shoul d be offered the opportunity to provide a revised or new report in place of
the report(s) already submitted, if the national situation had changed
sufficiently to warrant the substitution. |If a substitution were nade, the
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Conmittee would review only the revised or new report and woul d di sregard the
report qualified by the State party as outdated.

At its fifteenth session, the Committee will have before it the follow ng
reports submitted by nine States parties, based on consultations by the
Secretary-Ceneral with the States parties concerned: the conbined initial and
second periodic reports of Cyprus (CEDAW C/ CYP/ 1-2), Iceland (CEDAW C/ I CE 1-2)
and Paraguay (CEDAW C/ PAR/ 1-2 and Add.1 and 2); the conbined initial, second and
third periodic report of Ethiopia (CEDAWC ETH 1-3 and Add. 1); the second
periodi c report of Bel gium (CEDAW C/ BEL/2); the conbi ned second and third
periodic report of Cuba (CEDAW C/ CUB/ 2-3); the third periodic reports of Hungary
(CEDAW C/ HUN/ 3 and Add. 1) and Wkraine (CEDAW C/ UKR/ 3 and Add. 1l); and a report on
an exceptional basis concerning the situation of wonen i n Rwanda
( CEDAW C/ RWA/ SP. 1) .

A tentative timetable for the consideration of the reports of States
parties by the Commttee is given in the proposed organization of work (see
annex) .

Rule 49 of the rules of procedure provides that representatives of States
parties shall be present at neetings of the Conmittee when the State's report is
bei ng exam ned and shall participate in discussions and answer questions
concerning the report. The Secretary-Ceneral has inforned the States parties
concerned of the tentative dates on which their reports are schedul ed for
consi deration by the Comrmittee at its fifteenth session

Rul e 47 of the rules of procedure provides that at each session the
Secretary-Ceneral shall notify the Conmttee of the non-receipt of any report
required froma State party under article 18 of the Convention. The Secretary-
General also provides the Committee with a list of reports submtted by States
parties to the Convention that have not yet been considered by the Commttee.
The Conmttee at its fifteenth session will have before it the report of the
Secretary-Ceneral on the status of submi ssion of reports by States parties under
article 18 of the Convention ( CEDAW C/ 1996/ 2).

The Conm ttee had decided at its ninth session that a pre-session working
group shoul d be convened before each session to prepare questions relating to
second and subsequent periodic reports for transm ssion to the representatives
of States parties before the neetings at which their reports were to be
consi dered. The pre-session working group for the fifteenth session is
scheduled to neet in New York from8 to 12 January 1996.

In the light of its previous work on viol ence agai nst wonen, reflected in
its general recomendation 19 (el eventh session) and in accordance with
article 18 of the Convention on the Elinmnation of All Fornms of Discrimnation
agai nst Wnen, the Conmittee, at its fourteenth session, decided to request the
State of Rwanda to submit a report or reports on an exceptional basis concerning
the situation of women. The Conmittee will have before it the report of Rwanda
subm tted on an exceptional basis on that question (CEDAWC RW SP. 1).
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Docunent ati on

Report of the Secretary-General on the status of subm ssion of reports by
States parties under article 18 of the Convention (A/ 50/ 346)

Conmbined initial and second periodic reports of Cyprus (CEDAW C/ CYP/ 1-2)
Conbined initial and second periodic reports of Iceland (CEDAWC/ | CE 1-2)

Conmbined initial and second periodic reports of Paraguay (CEDAW C/ PAR/ 1-2
and Add.1 and 2)

Conbined initial, second and third periodic reports of Ethiopia
( CEDAW U/ ETH 1-3 and Add. 1)

Second periodic report of Bel gi um ( CEDAW C/ BEL/ 2)

Conbi ned second and third periodic reports of Cuba (CEDAW C/ CUB/ 2- 3)
Third periodic report of Hungary (CEDAW C/ HUN 3 and Add. 1)

Third periodic report of Ukraine (CEDAW C/ UKR/ 3 and Add. 1)

Report of Rwanda on an exceptional basis (CEDAW C RWA/ SP. 1)

Item 5. | npl enentation of article 21 of the Convention on the Elimnation of
Al Forns of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen

Article 21 of the Convention provides that the Commttee nmay nake
suggesti ons and general recomendati ons based on the exam nation of reports and
information received from States parties. It also provides that such
suggesti ons and general recomrendati ons shall be included in the report of the
Conmittee together with comments, if any, from States parties. Rule 48 of the
rul es of procedure provides that those suggestions and general recomendations
shal | be communi cated by the Committee, through the Secretary-General, to the
States parties for their coments.

Article 22 of the Convention provides that the specialized agencies shall
be entitled to be represented at the consideration of the inplenmentation of such
provisions of the Convention as fall within the scope of their activities and
that the Committee may invite the specialized agencies to submt reports on the
i mpl ementation of the Convention in those areas. The Commttee at its fifteenth
session will have before it a note by the Secretary-General on reports of
speci al i zed agenci es on that subject (CEDAW C/ 1996/3 and Add. 1-4).

At its tenth session, the Commttee decided to provide, under the agenda
itementitled "Inplenentation of article 21 of the Convention on the Elimnation
of Al Forms of Discrimnation against Wnen", opportunities for specialists
fromthe specialized agencies and other United Nations bodies to present to the
Committee in plenary information related to specific articles of the Convention
or to issues being considered for general recomendati on and suggesti ons.
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At the same session, the Committee decided to select and to review specific
articles and other issues to be considered at subsequent sessions as a long-term
programe, wthout prejudice to any changes that m ght be necessary as a result
of new devel opnents and priorities arising fromthe review of the reports of
States parties.

Also at its tenth session, the Conmttee decided that it should prepare
coments on particular articles of the Convention, which would assist in the
formulation of the Commttee's recommendations relating to those articl es.

At its thirteenth session, the Conmittee considered the draft
recommendation on articles 7 and 8 and deci ded to conti nue consi deration of the
draft recomendation at its fourteenth session. At its fourteenth session, the
Committee deci ded to postpone consideration of the draft reconmendation on
articles 7 and 8 but to continue its consideration at the fifteenth session.

The Conmttee will have before it the report of the Secretariat prepared for the
thirteenth session (CEDAW C/ 1994/ 4).

At its twelfth session, the Conmttee agreed to begin with the preparation
of a general recommendation on article 4 and to analyse article 2 of the
Convention at its fourteenth session, including reservations that had been nmade
toit. At its fourteenth session the Conmittee decided to postpone the
consi deration of the analysis of article 2 and to continue its consideration at
its fifteenth session. The Conmittee will have before it the report of the
Secretariat prepared for the fourteenth session (CEDAW C 1995/ 4).

Docunent ati on

Not e by the Secretary-CGeneral on reports of specialized agencies on the

i npl enentati on of the Convention in areas falling within the scope of their
activities (CEDAW C/ 1996/ 3)

Report of the Wirld Health Organi zati on (CEDAW CJ 1996/ 3/ Add. 1)

Report of the International Labour Organization (CEDAW C/ 1996/ 3/ Add. 2)

Report of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul tural
Organi zati on (CEDAW C/ 1996/ 3/ Add. 3)

Report of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
( CEDAW CJ 1996/ 3/ Add. 4)

Report of the Secretariat on the analysis of articles 7 and 8 of the
Conventi on (CEDAW C/ 1994/ 4)

Report of the Secretariat on the analysis of article 2 of the Convention
( CEDAW CJ 1995/ 4)
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ltem 6. Ways and nmeans of expediting the work of the Conmmttee on the
Elimnation of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen

The Conmittee, at its twelfth session, decided that the Secretariat should
prepare every year, as a pre-session docunent, a report on ways and neans of
i mproving the work of the Committee, containing information provided by the
Secretariat, comments made by nenbers of the Committee, or devel opnments
el sewhere in the human rights regine.

At its thirteenth session, the Conmittee reconmended a nunber of actions
directed at inmproving the effectiveness of its work. In view of the time
constraints at its fourteenth session, the Conmmittee decided to defer the review
of the rules of procedure, including the role of non-governnmental organizations.
It also decided to defer the issue concerning links with the focal points on the
human rights of wonmen of the Centre for Human Rights. Both issues will be taken
up at the fifteenth session

The Conmttee will have before it at its fifteenth session a report of the
Secretariat on ways and means of expediting the work of the Comittee
( CEDAW C/ 1996/ 6) .

Docunent at i on

Report by the Secretariat on ways and neans of expediting the work of the
Conmi tt ee ( CEDAW C/ 1996/ 6)

ltem 7. Results of the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen and fol | ow up

As a result of the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wwhnen the Platform for Action
makes several recommendations to the work of the Conmttee on the Elimnation of
Di scrim nati on agai nst Whnen, particul arly paragraphs 127, 230 (i), 230 (j),

233 (a), 322, 323, and 325 (A/ CONF. 177/ 20, chap. I, resolution 1, annex I1I).

Item 8. Provi sional agenda for the sixteenth session

At its tenth session, the Cormittee decided that the draft provisiona
agenda for the follow ng session of the Commttee would be approved at the end
of each session. It also decided that at each session

(a) It would set a programme for the following two or three sessions,
whi ch coul d be revi ewed and anended at each subsequent session

(b) It would select one or nore articles or subjects for study;

(c) The Secretariat would prepare a background report as a pre-session
docunment to be considered by the Comrittee in its exam nation of the articles or
subj ect s concer ned.

Docunent at i on

Draft provisional agenda for the sixteenth session of the Conmittee
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ltem 9. Adoption of the report of the Committee on the Elimnm nation of
Discrimnation against Wwnen on its fifteenth session

Under article 21 of the Convention, the Conmttee shall, through the
Econom ¢ and Social Council, report annually to the General Assenbly on its
activities.
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PROPOSED CRGANI ZATI ON OF WORK

Dat e

Monday, 15 January 1996

285t h neeting ltem1
10.30 a. m
Item 2
Item 3
286t h neeting Item5
3 p.m
Item 6
ltem 7

Tuesday, 16 January 1996

287t h neeting Iltem 4
10 a. m

Note. The roons in which neetings wll
dai |y Journal

Engl i sh
Page 9
Agenda item

Openi ng of the session

Adopti on of the agenda and
organi zati on of work

Conposition of Wbrking G oups |
and I'l, mandate for Wbrking G oups |
and 11

Report of the Chairperson on
activities undertaken between the
fourteenth and fifteenth sessions of
the Conmittee and consideration of
the report of the sixth neeting of
persons chairing the human rights
treaty bodies

| mpl enentation of article 21 of the
Conventi on

Ways and means of expediting the
work of the Committee

Results of the Fourth World
Conf erence on Wmen

Consi deration of reports subnmtted
by States parties

Cyprus, conbined initial and second
periodic reports (CEDAW C/ CYP/ 1-2)

Introduction by State party's
representative

Questions by experts

take place will be indicated in the
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288t h neeting
3 p.m

Wednesday, 17 January 1996

289t h neeting
10 a. m

290t h neeting
3 p.m

Thur sday, 18 January 1996

291st neeting
10 a. m

ltem 4

ltens 5,
6 and 7

ltem 4

ltem 4

ltens 5,
6 and 7

ltem 4

Consi deration of reports subnmitted
by States parties (continued)

Cyprus, conbined initial and second
periodic reports (CEDAW C/ CYP/ 1-2)
(conti nued)

Questions by experts

Working Groups | and |

Consi deration of reports subnmitted
by States parties (continued)

Par aguay, conbined initial and
second periodic reports
(CEDAW C/ PAR/ 1- 2 and Add.1 and 2)

Introduction by State party's
representative

Questions by experts

Consi deration of reports subnmitted
by States parties (continued)

Par aguay, conbined initial and
second periodic reports

(CEDAW C/ PAR/ 1-2 and Add.1 and 2)
(conti nued)

Questions by experts

Working Groups | and Il (continued)

Consi deration of reports subnmitted
by States parties (continued)

Iceland, conbined initial and second

periodic reports (CEDAWC | CH 1-2)

Introduction by State party's
representative

Questions by experts



292nd neeting
3 p.m

Friday, 19 January 1996

293rd neeting
10 a. m

294t h neeting
3 p.m

Monday, 22 January 1996

295t h neeting
10 a. m

ltem 4

ltens 5,
6 and 7

ltem 4

ltem 4

ltens 5,
6 and 7

ltem 4
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Consi deration of reports subnmitted
by States parties (continued)

Iceland, conbined initial and second
periodic reports (CEDAWC | CH 1-2)
(conti nued)

Questions by experts

Working Groups | and Il (continued)

Consi deration of reports subnmitted
by States parties (continued)

Et hi opia, conbined initial, second
and third periodic reports
(CEDAW C/ ETH 1- 3 and Add. 1)

Introduction by State party's
representative and replies to
guesti ons posed by experts

Consi deration of reports subnitted
by States parties (continued)

Et hi opia, conbined initial, second
and third periodic reports

(CEDAW C/ ETH 1- 3 and Add. 1)

(conti nued)

Questions by experts

Working Groups | and Il (continued)

Consi deration of reports subnmitted
by States parties (continued)

Cuba, conbi ned second and third

periodic reports (CEDAW C/ CUB/ 2- 3)

Introduction by State party's
representative and replies to
guesti ons posed by experts
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296t h neeting
3 p.m

Tuesday, 23 January 1996

297t h neeting
10 a. m

298t h neeting
3 p.m

Wednesday, 24 January 1996

299t h neeting
10 a. m

300t h neeting
3 p.m

Thur sday, 25 January 1996

10 a. m

3 p.m

ltem 4

ltens 5,
6 and 7

ltem 4

ltem 4

ltem 4

ltem 4

ltem 4

ltem 4

Consi deration of reports subnmitted
by States parties (continued)

Cuba, conbi ned second and third
periodic reports (CEDAW C/ CUB/ 2- 3)
(conti nued)

Working Groups | and Il (continued)

Consi deration of reports subnmitted
by States parties (continued)

Repl i es (Cyprus)

Consi deration of reports subnitted
by States parties (continued)

Repl i es (Paraguay)

Consi deration of reports subnmitted
by States parties (continued)

Replies (Icel and)

Consi deration of reports subnmitted
by States parties (continued)

Repl i es (Ethiopia)

Consi deration of reports subnmitted
by States parties (continued)

Wor ki ng Group of the Wole on
concl udi ng comrents (initia
reports)

Consi deration of reports subnmitted
by States parties (continued)

Wor ki ng Group of the Wole on
concl udi ng comrents (initia
reports)



Friday, 26 January 1996

301st neeting
10 a. m

302nd neeti ng
3 p.m

Monday, 29 January 1996

303rd neeting
10 a. m

304t h neeting
3 p.m

ltem 4

ltem 4

ltens 5,
6 and 7

ltem 4

ltem 4

ltens 5,
6 and 7
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Consi deration of reports subnmitted
by States parties (continued)

Bel gi um second periodic report
( CEDAW C/ BEL/ 2)

Introduction by State party's
representative and replies to
guesti ons posed by experts

Consi deration of reports subnmitted
by States parties (continued)

Bel gi um second periodic report
( CEDAW C/ BEL/ 2) (conti nued)

Introduction by State party's
representative and replies to
guesti ons posed by experts

Working Groups | and Il (continued)

Consi deration of reports subnmitted
by States parties (continued)

Ukraine, third periodic report
(CEDAW ¢/ UKR/ 3 and Add. 1)

Introduction by State party's
representative and replies to
guesti ons posed by experts

Consi deration of reports subnitted
by States parties (continued)

Ukraine, third periodic report
(CEDAW C/ UKR/ 3 and Add. 1)
(conti nued)

Working Groups | and Il (continued)
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Tuesday, 30 January 1996

305t h neeting
10 a. m

306t h neeting
3 p.m

Wednesday, 31 January 1996

10 a. m

3 p.m

Thursday, 1 February 1996

307t h neeting
10 a. m

ltem 4

ltem 4

ltens 5,
6 and 7

ltem 4

ltem 4

ltem 4

Consi deration of reports subnmitted
by States parties (continued)

Hungary, third periodic report
(CEDAW C/ HUN/ 3 and Add. 1)

Introduction by State party's
representative and replies to
guesti ons posed by experts

Consi deration of reports subnmitted
by States parties (continued)

Hungary, third periodic report
(CEDAW C/ HUN/ 3 and Add. 1)
(conti nued)

Working Groups | and Il (continued)

Consi deration of reports subnmitted
by States parties (continued)

Wor ki ng Group of the Wole on
concl udi ng comrents (second and
third reports)

Consi deration of reports subnmitted
by States parties (continued)

Wor ki ng Group of the Wole on
concl udi ng comrents (second and
third reports)

Consi deration of reports subnmitted
by States parties (continued)

Rwanda, report submtted on an
exceptional basis (CEDAW C/ RWA SP. 1)

Introduction by State party's
representative and replies to
guesti ons posed by experts



308t h neeting
3 p.m

Friday, 2 February 1996

309t h neeting
10 a. m

310t h neeting
3 p.m

ltem 6
ltens 5
and 7

ltem 8

ltem 9

ltem 9
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Report of Wbrking G oup |
(conti nued)

Report of Wbrking G oup I
(concl uded)

Draft provisional agenda for the
si xteenth session

Adoption of the report (continued)

Adoption of the report (concluded)



