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Follow1ng hlS message on 5 May to the Fourth World Report Contrlbutors :
Conference,,whlch was part of a live. satelllte television conference between

- the Unlted Natlons television studlos in New York and the Cable News Network-

(CNN) in. Anlanta, Georgla, Secretary General Boutros Boutrog-Ghali answered
journallsts' questlons, as follows o

———
i e T

QUESTION Thank you, Mr. Secretary-General for your comments on“the °
igportance of the news media. My question is on Cambodia. With the Cambodian

, elections. nearlng and the Khmer Rouge show1ng no end to its efforts to

sabotage them, how optlmlstlc are you that the results of- tHé elections will

‘be adhered.to by, all.parties? Secondly, in the event of further turmoil after

the elections, what'options could the United Nations exercise in Cambodia?

The SECRETARY GENERAL You must not exaggerate the importance of the
Khmex . Rouge They represent only 5 per cent of the population and they occupy
only 10. per cent of Cambodian territory. But we must not underestlmate the
destablllzatlon they may, provoke So we have taken all precautions. I was
there three weeks ago, We are involved in the redeployment of United Nations
forces to. protect the electlon process, “and 1n spite of what may happen
between the 23 and 28 May -- the days of 'the’ ‘eléctions -- I am an optimist and
I believe they will overcome the difficulties presented by the Khmér Rouge.

. Concernlng the second questlon accordlng to the Paris Agreement, we are
supposed to. leave at. the end of August But all the different agencies of the
United Nations, w1ll stay.. and contlnue ‘to ‘work in rehabilitation, road
construction, reconstructlon and technlcal assistance to the government. And
if .the new government requests from the United Nations a military presence - -
a symhollc one -- and if the Security Council accepts, we will be able to
provide a military presence for a short period of six or 12 months, but it
depends on the political will of the new government.

.+ But in splte of the d1fflculty provoked by the Khmer Rouge -- they are
meeting. today or tomorrow in Beljlng with Prince Sihanouk -- I still hope we
will be able. to contaln the Khmer Rouge, at’ least polltlcally, and obtain, T
will not say their support, but at least hope that they maintain a neutralist

pogition durlng the electlons

3

QUESTION: .Mr. Secretary -Gerieral, I would like to ask you about the

Bosnlan Serbs’ discussion today of the Vance-Owen peace plan for Bosnia. What

measures will you implement if they agree to the plan, which is highly
probable, according to my estlmatlon And what other measures w1ll you take

if . they reject it?

The SECRETARY GENERAL: I share your point of view that they will accept
the VancerOwen plan. T phoned yesterday the Secretary- Geheral of the.North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATQ) I had a long discussion with him two
weeks ago in Brussels. We have worked together on obtalning ‘the cooperation
of NATO for. a-military presence 1n Bosnia, But what is very 1mportant is that
this. pregence -must, be undex the control of the Security Council because this
presence will use the United Nations flag Secondly, we 1ntend to ask other

(more)
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members of the United Nations who are not participants in NATO to take part in
this peagé—keeping'operaticnl Thug, we will have the infrastructure provided
by NATO and we hope to obtain ‘the participation of other Member States,
ineluding the Ruséiaﬁs; This is in case we have the peace plan adopted, ‘and 1
ghare your viewpoint that we will. ' If they refuse, or a certain difficulty
ariges at the last minute, or if they do not implement what is in the plan; -
then the Security Council will have to be consulted,, and I am sure the Council

will apply very severe sanctions.
United Nétions adﬁion“isAbaséd én diplomacy, on negotiation, on
dialogue. And in spite of what was gaid in the -last few wéeks, that the

Vdnce-Owen plan was a dead horse, it has been proved ‘that with patience,

imaginatiorn and more negotiaﬁiﬁh, we have been able to ‘obtain ‘the agreement of
the three protagonists to the dispute. It will be a lorg problem; a very
difficult problem; it will need patience -- this is very important -- and it
will need hard work. 'ﬁécadéé it is not only a gquestion of maintaining .the

) it is also the retufn of
over 2 million refugees; it is the reconstruction of villages and cities that
have been destroyed; it is the hate that exists among this population ‘and we
have to overcomeé this. Hard work ‘and more negotiation will help us to achieve
peace iniformer Yugoslavia, as péace was ‘achieved in El Salvador, Cambodia or
différent'ﬁlaées in the world. = : '

. QUESTION: Mr. Secretary-General, what concrete measures or attitude do
you. foresee the United Nations taking {f the negotiations in Abidjan are not
successful? Do you think the United Natioms can maintain its credibility
while showing itself to be incapable of defending the democratic process in
Angola? What effects do you think the Angolan example will have on the
democratié‘proce$s"under way in all of ‘Bouthern aAfrica, including Mozambigque
and South Africa? BT I "

The SECRETARY -GENERAL: “you have asked two questions, the first one
dealing with Angola. As you mentioned yourself, the negotiations are going on
in Abidjan and my Special Representative, Margaret J: Bnstee, is- working with
the Movimento Popular de Libertagao de Angola (MPLA) and the Government. of
president Jose Eduardo dos Santos and UNITA, the group of Dr. Jonag -Savimbi. -
We are hoping to (1) achieve a cease-five and (2) once this is finally
concluded, to sign an agreement with the two parties on what will be the
participation of UNITA in the new Government. And once this is finally
concluded, and it is clear that the two parties have accepted the ceasesfire,
we will then be able to ask the Security Council to allow us to send a group
of military observers on the ground to be sure that- the cease-fire is - ¢
respected. But we will not be able to send military cbservers, or evem.to:
send United Nations forces, unless the parties agree t the cease-fire. We
have received a message from President Dos Santos and Dr. Savimbi, and both of
them want the presence of the United Nations, but we are not ;ablé. té send
United Nations trcops unless the two protagonists to:the dispute agree'on &
cease-fire and agree on terms of reconciliation. SRR

"We caﬁ'have the second round of elections, but this has to be-accordiné
to the conétitutioh. and I'm sure that Pregident Felix Houphonet -Boigny of .

(moxre)
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'Cote d’Ivoire, one. of. the wisge men. of Afrlca, ig. playlng a very 1mportant role

to. promote reconciliation between- the. two parties. What happened was
certainly aBet-back for the United Nations, but we must exerC1se patlenCe
whlle seeking to achieve peace in: Angola , ;

D2, - .4','

Concernlng the process of democratlzatlon in South Afrmca, whlch 1s your '
second guestion, we have more than: 100 cbservers in that country. Wlth the )
agreement of the Government of South Afrlca, United Nations observers are
cooperatingi with the local police -to. contain violence. We have observers to
follow 'the negotlatlons I muet say that I am’ ‘an optimist; . I am sure we' w111
find a -solution. - What' is important is to encoulage the rapgrochement between
Chief Mangosuthu Euthe1e21 of Inkatha Freedom' ‘Party and President Nelson

Mandela ‘of the African National Congress of South Africa (ANC) It is very
important to avoid a confrontation between those two main polltlcal parties.

. In ‘Mozambique, the situaticon- 1s better 51nce the agreement which was
coricluded .in ‘Rome. .. I was in Rome two weeks ago and I obtained “additional
assistamce from the Italian Government.. And the. negotlatlons are going on
between the Mozambiqgue National Resistance Movement (RENAMO) and the
Mozambd que.:kiberation Front (FRELIMO)., and T will say that I am even more
optimistic mbout .the future of Mozambigue than the future of other situations

elsewhere in the world.

QUESTION G Slr, I want to ask you .about contradictory United Natlons
resolutions.’ For example, Israel has.not. obeyed Securlty Council resolution
799 (1992) ,” not to mention resolutions . 242 (1967), ‘338 (1973) ... I could go
on. :However, .elsewhere in the Middle East, Iraq has implemented 90 per cent
of the United:Nations resolutions. Its people .are. sufferlng When will th1s
double ‘standard of applying United Nations resolutions stop? '

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: The Security Council is a political body, this is
very important. In the Middle East, when the United Nations was created,
people were under the impression that it was a kind of super tribunal and that
the United.Nations would always find the way to preveént 1n3ust1ce ' Because
the United Nations is a political body,llt takes into cons1deratlon the )
political- interests of Member States. They may be .in favour of 1mplement1ng
certain resolutions and may find that it is not in their interest to 1mplement
other resolutions adopted by the Security Council. This is a very 1mportant
element that we must understand. -The.Security Council is .a political Qrgan,
thus certain resolutions.will be implemented, while other. resolutlons,,for
reasons that are related to the positjions of the ‘member States of the Security
Council, may rot be lmplemented or thelr 1mp1ementatlon may be postponed.

. gt :

QUESTION: But certaln people.in the West. Bank are suffering becauee f
Tsrael is not applying or abiding by United Nat;pns.resolut;ons. How can. you

explain -that?

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: We know quite_well;that‘people.are gpuffering in
the West Bank. This is why we have a very important United Nations presence,
and we:hope-that in the mext week, if the results of the negotiations 901ng on
in Washington are positive, we will be able to offer greater assistance to the

(more)
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people of the West Bank and Gaza. Because I share your analys;s that they are
suffering and that we must a351st them economlcally and politlcally, I hope
that in the next few weeks, the’ next few months, we will have begun many new
programmes ‘for the ‘Yehabilitation of ‘the people ‘of Gaza and to-offer them new
job opportunltles This is one of the object1Ves of the different. agencies,
and during my last contact with the Tsraeli leadership, they promised they
would welcome any as51stance given by the United Natlons Development Programme
(UNDP) . to the peoole of Gaza and of the west Bank ' -

QUESTION (Galina Starov01tova, membexr of the Russian ‘Parliament) :
Mr. Secretary General do you, the Unlted Nations think- -tanks, try to work out
some deflnltlons, gome pre- condltlons and gome crlterla fér melf- determlnatlon
of the _emerging 1ndependent States° ‘What “is your opinion about ‘the
poss1b111ty of recognizing Nagorno Karabakh as an 1ndependent state and in

such a way to stop this war in Azerba13an°

The SECRETARY "GENERAL: Both Armenla and Azerbaijan are Members of the

The SECRETAR: - uRILEAY
United Natlons Thug, we have recognlzed the territorial 1ntegr1ty of Armenia

and Azerbaljan Nagorno Karabakh is a part of Azerbaijan, so the United
Nationg cannot promote the lndependenCe of Nagorno Karabakh But ‘if Armenia
and Azerbaljan decide together to find a solution to the problem, certainly
the Uriited Nations will endorse this solution. “ Purthermore, we have gert.a’
fact-finding mission both to Armenia and Azerbaijan, and we are ‘following the
gituation with great attention. A resolution was adopted a few days ago by
the Securlty Councrl we are waiting for the results of the fact-finding :
migsions and are cooperating with the Conference én Security and Cooperatlon
in Europe (CSCE),-- the regional organlzatlon The cooperatlon betweeri the
United Natlons and this regional organlzatlon is a new approach in solving
certain problems of the former Sov1et republlcs ..We are doing exactly the
game in Tajikistan, and we have sent ‘migsions to the Baltic States. The -
United Nations and the CSCE are cooperatlng to dlffuse the ten91on in_ these
countrles and to find solutlons to the problems ot '

QUESTION Good mornlng, Sir. Let me ask you about a subject which very
often goes unreported, and that ig East Timor. You invited the Portuguese and
Indone31an Forelgn Ministers to ‘New York and Rome for talks about East Timor
and they seem to be’ deadlocked If the deadlock continues, are you prepared

......

to’ selze the 1n1t1at1ve7 And 1f yes, what w1ll you do? -

The SECRETARY GENERAL Well we are not in'a deadlock; on the contrary
I had negotlatlons two weeks ago in “Rome with the Foreign Ministers of :
Indonesgia and Portugal "After the negotlatlons, ‘T immediately telephoned
President Maric Soarez of Portugal to bring him the results of the -
negotlatlon, which were guite p051t1ve, quite constructive., We agreed on
different measures to create & new climate in East Timor, and . we w111 have &
new round of negotlatlons around 15 September here in New’ ‘York. So-we. are
working on the subject. I sent a mission, headed by the Attorney General of
Kenya, Amos Wako, who went to East Timor, met everybody and who has written &8
long report ‘We are riow studying that report. I was in' contact with Mr.
Wako. I received h1m in Rome, before the meeting of the two Foreign.
Mlnlsters, and we are progressrng I certalnly hope that ‘we will flnd a

(more)

3498P



- 5 - Press Release SG/SM/4994/Rev.l
10 May 1993

'sokﬁtlon to this problem, taklng into cons;deratlon the dlfferent résolutions

that have been adopted by the General Assembly,"as well as the 1mportance of
putting an end to this Cbnfllct which compllcates relations between two Member

States of the Unlted Natlons, Indones1a and Portugal

QUESTIO You are giving me some news. What are the initiatives that
were agreed in Rome that I don’t know about, and what does Mr. Wako say in his

repoxt about, the situation in East Timor?

The SECRETARY- GENEgagj_ Quiet diplomacy is a must. I cannot mention the
detalls of what we agreed upon, but I can confirm to you that the negotlatlons

were constructlve and posltlve, ‘and the two Ministers made the game
declaration. But I cannot entex into the details and mention what was agreed
upon ag the agenda of the next meetlng of the Mlnlsters in New york

QUESTION: Myx. Boutros- -Ghali, multiparty democracy in Africa is a subject
that is not yet very well understood largely because of the low level of
literacy and because at the time of 1ndependence most political parties were
bhased on sectarian conslderatlons, such as rellglon Today, many African
countries are evolving their own types of democracy ' However, the Western
countries are now imposing the acceptance of Western-style multiparty’
democracy. as a.condition for aid. What do you think cre be done to overcome

this problem? . , . -

The SECRETARY GENERAL I do not belleve that multlpartles ‘are‘a
condition for aid. What ie a condition for aid in the interest of the ‘African
countries. is democracy. Because, as I mentloned in my speech, you cannot have
gustainable development without democracy You may have a short development
but to have continued development you "need ‘democracy. Furthermore, a -
democratic. country is 2 country that w111 not ea51ly enter into a mllltary
conflict, like an authorltarlan country So it is in the interest of the
different African countries to adopt a democratic system Secondly, the'
United Nations has created a special department to glve assistance regardlng
democratlzatlon We have recelved in the last 12 ‘months more than' 40 demands
for assxstance, 1nclud1ng requests for observers, and the demands come not
only from Africa, but from Central America and Asia as well. COuntrles ask
for our presence before the electlons, during the electlons ‘and after the
elections; or to ‘offer technlcal assistance to reglster people to ‘vote, as was
done in Cambodia with 5 million electors; or to offer techrical assistance to
help a party, as is being done now with RENAMO and FRELIMO in Mozamblque, or'
to. offer a legal adviger to draft a constltutlon We are d01ng our best to
promote the democratization of the dlfferent countr1es 1n Latln America,

Africa and Asia.

The multiparty system is the most important element for democratization,
but it is not the essential one. If you have a free prees, and real
part1c1pat10n of the people in the political process, théese are also
democratization. So what is 1mportant isg the part1c1patlon of the populatlon
in the process. During the cold war, it was difficult to prov1de this '
agsistance because the United Nations had been accused by the socialist camp
of intervening in internal affairs. But now there is a common denominator

(more)

3498P

fits

i)
o
tn




- 6 - Pregss Release SG/SM/4994/Rev.1
10 May 1993

after the cold war. . Everybody agrees that democracy is a must, that demogracy
ig a prerequisite for continued democracy, a prerequisite to an atmosphere of
peace, to avoid more. confrontation. S0, we do our best, if a Member State
asks for our assigtance to promote democracy, to promote a multiparty system.
And not assistance only for a multiparty system, but for a free press and in
the holding of different referendums to know what is the position of the
population. ’ ' L -

For example, just two weeks ago, we participated in the referendum in -
Eritrxea to measure public opinion concerning the independence of Eritrea. So

I believe, in spite of the difficulty, and I know Africa very well -- I have

'spent more than 40 yearslwqulnﬁ with African problems -- I recognize that
there is the tribal system and that a multiparty system can be based on tribal

lines, which creates distortion throughout the Member States. What is
important is the creation of a'mation and to have an inter-t¥ibal connection
in the political parties. But I believe that democracy is very important, and
that related to democracy is the protection of human’ rights. Democracy is the
system that protects human rights, that will lead to the institutionalization
of human rights. So, to sum up, we are offering technical as@istance and
political agsistance to any Member State of the United Nations that asks to
participate in a democratization process. ' g w i

QUESTION: Good morning. The United Nations Organization has been deeply
involved in the peace process in my country. We all know how successful it
was. After the war, what.is now the main challenge for the United Nations
Obgerver Mission in El Salvador (ONUSAL) during the rest of its mandateg

 The SECRETARY-GENERAL: The main challenge is the success of the next
election which will be held‘next year, if I am not wrorng, in March. ' We will
be there to assist the Government of president Alfredo Cristiani in the
election and we hope the election will be a success of all the processes’which
have been. initiated in El galvador. I am very subjective concerning El
Salvador, ba@ause my first mission when I was elected Secretary-General was to
go tOAMéxiCO»tp sign the peace agreement, which was'négotiated, by the way, by
my predecessor; but_my first experience in the United Nations was when we
signed the peace agreement between presiderit Cristiani and the Frente
Farabundo Marti para la Liberacion Nacional (FMLN). I believe that what we -

‘have .done_in E1 Salvador is a great success; I was there on 15 December last

year to participate in the ceremony, and I hope the process will continue and
that you will have elections in March and that ‘this election will be a new -
expression of the democ;atizétion of El1 Salvador. Meanwhile, as you know, we
are offering assistance in the creation of the new police-academy and in . the
redistribution of lands. We are offering technical assistance for the
rehabilitation and reconstruction of El galvador and El galvador 'is a success
story for the United Nations.

QUESTION: There has been a lot of cbntroversy'bver'Secufity Council
resolution 799 (1992) about the deportees. The head of the Security.Council
made a statement saying that the Council endorsed the American-Israelil g}an

{(more)
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which called for the return of 100 of the deportees and the return of the rest
by the end of the year Do you consider- Israel to be 1n v1olat10n of
resolutlon 799 or not? - “

A

The SECRFTARY GENERAL “First, I do not believe that the Securlty Council
has endorsed ‘the Ameridan-Israeli plan. Secondly, the resolution asks for the
1mmed1ate Feburh’ ‘of all the deportees and thig has not happened. But I do
belidve’ that ‘tHe* contact now established between the Palestlnlans on ‘one side
and thé Israells on the other side, under the superv1sron of the two
Co-Chairmen -- the United Statés and the Rildsian Federatlon -~ ig somethlng
very positive. Maybe they will be able to find a solution within the
framework of this negotlatlon But 799 is there, and in case they are unable
o find a solution, we Stlll have to 1mp1ement 799, '

QUESTION: But the Israelis congider themselves to have complied with‘
799, 1Is this your understarding, or do you consider them in violation of thlS

resolution?

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: I have already answered this question by saying
that 799 calls for the 1mmed1ate return of the deportees W& could: have a
long discussion on what you mean by 1mmed1ate return. The Israeli gide may
say that all the deportees will be back before the end of this year -- in the
next few months -- so for them the resolutién has been implemented. The other
elde will say: No, immediate return means return’ 1n the next few days. But
this is not the real problem; the real problem is to contlnue the dialogue
between Palestinians and Isgraelis. Through this dlalogue, they will be able
to find a solution to the Palestinian problem based on the right to
self-determination for the Palestinian people. '

QUESTION: Mr. Secretary-General, I have a question on Liberia. It looks
like the Liberia problem has been left for the Organization of African Unity
(0AU) and the Economic Community of West African States"Monltorlng Observer
Group (ECOMOG), that is, troops of some of the West African- countrles But we
211 know what has happened: there is ‘actually no peace. What ‘prevents the
United Nations from 1nterven1ng and worklng out a workable peace plan7

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: First, we have a Spe01al Representatlve who is
there on the ground and who represents the Secretary General Secondly, we
are cooperating with ECOMOG, which has received a mandate, g0 it is very
difficult for the United Nations to 1nterfere,.that would be like going
directly to the Supreme Court instead of first g01ng to a tribunal. You
cannot go to the Security Council before hav1ng solved the problem at the
tribunal of the first instance. Nevertheless, we’ are cooperatlng with ECOMOG,
we have a Special Representative on the ground and we are trylng to help
RCOMOG to achieve a solution. What is 1mportant ig to accept the different
agreements which were adopted at Yamoussoukro -- I, II, III and Iv.

We are very much aware of what is going on 1n leerla, and we have taken
different resolutions in the Security Council. " As Secretary .General, I am
following with great attention the developments, and I receive regular reports
from our representative. You see, any dispute, any intermational dispute,

(more)
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cannot be solved in a few weeks or in a few months. It will take years of
hard labour, yeaxrs of negotiation. And, unfortunately, this is a problem -
which I mentioned in my introductory speech: public opinion wants to have .
quick results. You cannot golve an international dispute in a few days; it
will take years and years of hard work. And once it is solved, you have to
take precautions --. what I call peace-building_operations‘~~ to be sure there
will be no return to a new confrontation bétween the two former protagonists,
It is like a disease: you are in a hospital and if you leave the hospital
pefore you are supposed to, then you will return and spend two months more in.
the hospital. It is exactly the same for Liberia: it will take hard work to
find a solution and we are cooperating with ECOMOG and with the OAU.

QUESTION: Sir, good morning. There are forces in Israel who ‘claim that
an incredible, an extraordinary.iﬁbalance is in place in texms of United
Nations resolutions condemning Israel and against Israel, perhaps completely
out of portion to the Mideast Palestinian issue, while other-issues are hardly

taken care of or attended to. This, in turn, has led to a wariness of United
Nations involvement in the Mideast conflict. Could you comment on that?

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: When I was elected Secretary-General, I sent a
message to the Prime Minister of Israel and I told him that I had contributed
to, I am not saying that I have done éverything; everything was done by
President Anwar Sadat, prime Minister Menachem Begin and President Jimmy
Carter, I contribﬁted~;o the conclusion of the peace treaty between Egypt and
Israel, and that now, as Secretary-General of the United Nations, I wanted to
contribute to a néw peace relation petween Israel and the United Nations. I
gsent this message to Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. I received no answer.
When the new Labour administration came to power, I gave the same message to
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and to the Minigter of Foreign Affairs. . One of-
the results is that we now have good relations between the United Nations on
one side and Israel on the bther side. And we have been invited to
participate in the»multilatéral talks being held under the ¢o-sponsorship of
the United States. and the Ruseian Federation. I know that this ig the
perception in Israel, but it is not so in the United Nations. What is the
United Nations? It is the sum of the Member States. - When you have a
condemnation of the policy of Israel, ‘it is the condemnation of the
international community, not of the United Nations. But, as I mentioned, I
recognize that there is a crisis petweén’ the United Nations and Israel, yet it
ig in the interest of Israel to trust the United Nations.

You have a very good example in the case of South Africa. South Africa
had a very difficult relationship with the United Nations. In spite of this,
a few months ago South nfrica accepted the presence of 100 cbservers
representing the United Nations and who are cooperating with the South African
police. There is a new relation between South Africa and the United Nations,
although you cannot say that the relation is a good one; relations between the
two have been very difficult. So, as Secretary-General, T will do my best tO
improve the relation between the United Nations and Israel, but you also need
political wiIl'from the Tsraeli side, and I believe that the new Government i8
ready for it. o - : . :

(moxe)
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QUESTION: Dr, Boutros-Ghali,

United Nations against the increased t

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: Certa
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within an international forum.
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international public opinion, deal
are global. One of our new global
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do you think there is any role for the
errorism all over the woxr1d?
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be solved by one country Or by two
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