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Symbols o~ United Nations documents are composed o~ capital letters combined
with figures. Mention of such a symbol indicates a re~erence to a United NatiDns
document.

, The present report o~ the Preparatory Committee ~or the United Nations
Qonference on New and Renewable Sources o~ Energy covers meetings of the
Preparatory Committee held in 1980 'during the periods from 4 to 8 February (first
session) and 21 July 'to 1 August (second session). It was previously issued in
mimeographed form under the symbols A/35/43 (Part I) and A/35/43 (Part II).
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PART ONE

Meetings of the firs t session? beld during the
period from 4 to 8 Februarl 198q
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L INTRODUCTION

1. On 20 December 1978, the General Assembly adopted resolution 33/148, in which
it decided, inter alia, to convene a United Nations Conference on New and Renewable
So'\U"ceEJ ot hew in 1981 and to establish, at its thirty-fourth session, an
int~gove:rnmental preparatory commi.ttee for the Confe~ence.

2. On 18 DecembtW: 1979,'tbe General Assembly adopted resolution 34/190, in which
it decided, inter alia, that l:ihe conrerence should be held at Nairobi in
AugUl$t 1981. The Assembly also designated as the Preparatory Committee for the
United Nations Conference on j,'qewand Renewable Sources of Energy the Committee on
Natural Reaources' meeting lor that purPose in sessions open to the participation
ot all States as f'ullmembers. The Assembly further requested the Preparatory
COJr:Jlittee to include in its report recommendations concerning the duration of the
CQtd'erence, specific da'tes, invitations and draft agenda_for the Conference and
the work programme of the CODLittee for 1981.

II. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

A. OpEmin$ and au.ratlon of the session

,4•.. The. session was opened by the Secretary-General of the United Nations
Co~f'erenceonNew and Renewable Sources of Energy.

6.

of Korea

Canada
Central African Republic
Chile
Chi,na
Cuba
Cyprus
cQ~ecllPflJ..o:vakia

Democratic People's RepUblic
Democratic Yemen
Denmark
Dominican RepUblic
Ecuador
.Egypt
El,Salva.dor

B. Mertlbership and attendance

S." In aqcordancewith General Assembly resolution 34/190, the Preparatory
COllIIDi:tteeis.opento theparticipationQ;t'all States as :full members.
Bepresentativesofthe following States attended "the first session of the -Committee:

3. . Tbetirst aessionofthe Preparatory Committee for the United Nations
Conference .' on .' New and.Renewabl~ Sources of Energy was held at United Nations
HeadqUU'-tera from 4 to 8 Februa.ry 1980.. The Committee held four meetings, as well
as·'., number of ttI't~l1I1al meetings.

. AtShal1fstan
Algeria

'·Angola.
Argentina
Austraiia
Austria"

-."-..,c-~7L;..!-.:~a-tJh...'.-~_",.•.

Bangladesh
Barbados.
BeleF~

B1"8z'il
.Burma ,
BU1'l:lndi i ' .".'
Bli!loru$'siap. .Sov-iet Socialist· Repub1.ic

t
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Ethiopia
Finland
France
German Democratic Republic
Germany, Federal Republic of
Ghana
Greece
Grenada
Gay-ana
Holy See
Hungary
India
Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast
Jamaica
,Japan
Kenya
Kuwait
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Madagascar
Malawi
Malaysia
Mali
Malta
Mauritania
Mexico
Mozambique
Nepal
Netherlands
New Zealand

Nicaragua
Nigeria
Norway
Pakistan
Panama
Peru
Philippines
Pcland
Portugal
Qatar
Republic of Korea
Romania
Senegal
Sierra Leone
Spain
Sudan
Suriname
Sweden
Switzerland
Syrian Arab Republic
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia "
Turkey
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republi~
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland
United Republic of Cameroon
United States of America
Uruguay
Venezuela
Yugoslavia
Zaire
Zambia

6. The" 'following United Nations bodies were represented:

Economic Commission for Africa
Economic Commission for Europe
Economic Commission for Latin America
Economic Commission for Western Asia
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
United Nations "Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat)
United Nations Development Programme
United Nations University
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i. The fOllowing specialized agenoies we~e represented:

International Labour Organisation
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
World Bank
International ,Teleconnnunication,Union
World MeteorolOgical Organization

13.
the s

8. The International Atomic Enet'gy Agency and the Gener.al Agreement on. 'l'tE.!';iffs
and Trade wet'e 'also represented.

9. The tollowingintergovernmental organization was r~presented:

Agency for Cultural and Technical Co-operation

10. Tbe follC/wing non~governmental organization in consultative status with the
Eeonomio e.ndSocial Council, category I, was represented:

C. Election of officers

'18.

17.
hol
the
exp
its

14.
A me
in t
to a
to t
to b
held
beea
Gen.e
cons
the
Canf
and'

D. DocUIllentat-ion •.•.

Mr. RichardH. O. OKWARO (Kenya)

Pt'ovisionalagenda:fot'the first session of the Committee
(A!CONF.lOO/PC/l); ,

Draft proviSionalsgen<1a fortbe second session of the Committee
(A/CONF.lOO!PC/2);

Cb)

(a)

Rapporteur;

International Chamber of Commerce

Cc} Repor'tuttheSect'etary..GeneralsubInitted to the General Assembly at
itsthirty-rourthsession on preparations for the. Conference (A!34/585);

Statement by the SecretarY-General of' i:'qe Conference (A!CONF.lOO/PC!3);

Draft report of the Committee (A/CONF.I00/PC/L.l).

ll.Atits 1st a.n<l 2nd meetings, on 4 and 6 February, the Preparatory Committee
. . .".1·: "_ • ',. _.
el~tedthefollow1ngoff:Lcers: .

Chai1'm8n:··Mr. Makoto TANIGUCHI (Japan)

Vice-Chairmen: Mr. Ion GORITZA (Romania)
Mr. MiohaelF•. GREEN (New Zealand}
Mr. Pedro SOREN'SEN MOSQUERA (Venezuela)

12. The Preparatory-Committee had before it the following documents:

I
l

I
I
l
\

I
l
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E. Adoption of the agenda

13. At its 1st meeting, the Prepa.ratory Committee adopted the following agenda for
the session, as contained in document A/CONF.100/PC/l:

1. Election of officers.

2. Adoption of the aeenda.

3. Organization of the work of the Committee.

4. Review ot preparato17 activities.

-5. Provisional agenda for the second session of the Committee.

6. Adoption of the report of the Committee.

F. Date and venue of the second session of the Committee

14. The Preparatory Committee discussed the date ~ud venue of its second session.
A meeting from 14 to 25 July 1980 at United Nations fIeadquartera had been approved
in the calendar of conferences and meetings. Although some delegaticns were ready
to accept that arrangement, several other delegations found it inconvenient owing
to the overlap with the second regular session of the Economic and Social Council,
to be held at Geneva from 2 'GO 25 July. There was a proposal to have the meeting
held at Geneva from 21 July tol August, bv.t the Committee was advised that,
because of other commitments, facilities would not be available for a meeting at
Geneva at that time. The Committee therefore decided to request the Cha.irman to
consult with the President of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of
the Sea, the President of the Economic and 30cial Council and the Department of
Conference Services with a view to arriving at a practicable decision on the matter
and to inform Member States accordingly.

IlI. REVIEW OF PREPARATORY ACTIVITIES

(Agenda item 4)

15. The Preparatory Committee considered this ita at its 2nd to 4th meetings,
from 6 to 8 February. It had before it the report of the Secretary-General on
preparations for the Conf"erence (A/34/585).

16. At the 2nd meeting, the Secretary-General of-the Cc.nference made a statement,
which was later reproduced in document form (A/CONF.IOO/PC/3) according to a
decision of the Committee.

17. In their statements on this item, delegations stressed the importanc~ of
holding the Conference in August 1981 at Nairobi and, in this connexion, emphasized
the need for a thorough and successful preparatory process. Several delegations
expressed -concern at the status oft-he preparations. The Committee addressed
itself to several aspect.s of the preparatory process.

-18. An urgent call was made for the designation by Member States of natiol'lal focal
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points in order to ensure co-ordination of the preparations at the national level
and liaison with the secretariat of the Conference.

19. The issue of national papers, to wh5.ch several delegations attached importance,
was also.examined.

20. The CQIIlll1ittee noted tha'tei:!1jht technical panels had been established and that
all· of tbemwould have finished their first rounds of discussions by the end of
February 1980. Several delegations expressed the wish to receive the interim
reports of the panels well before the second session of the Preparatory Committee,
when such reports were to be formally p!"esel'lted to the Committee.

21. With regard to the ad hoc e1'pert groups, some dele~ations expressed the view
that the mandate and composition of the groups should be discussed by the Committee,
wh:i.le others were of the opinion that matters related to the mandate and
composition of the groups were within the authority of the Secretary-l1eneraJ. and
that onlY the reports of the expert groups could be discussed by the Committee.
On this matter, the CClIDInittee took a decision in which it requested the Secretary­
General to in~lude information on ad hoc expert grollLps in his progress report to
the Committee at its second session (sect. VI below, decision 1 (I».

22. 'rhe qv,testion of co-ordinating within the United Nations system the activities
related to the Conference was discussed. Participation in the Conference of
intergovernmental,. regional and non-governmental organizations was also considered.
The Committee adc.pted an appropriate decision on this problem (see decision 3 (I».

. IV. PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE SECOND SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE

(Agenda item 5)

23. At its· 4th meeting, on 8 February,the Preparatory Committee considered the
drat'tprovisional agenda for the second session of the Committee (A!CONF.100!PC!2),
Which read as follows:

1. Adoption of the agenda.

2. Progress report of the Secretary-General.

3. Interim reports of the techn.ical panels.

4~ Arrangements in the'J:lost country.

5. Provi,sionalagenda. for .'the United Nations Conference on New and
R~newab1e Sources of E;nergy.

6. Draft rUles of procedure for the Conference.

·7. ¥orkprQgranttne .of .the Committee .for 1981.

8. . Adoption "of therepO:i't of the Gomm:L'ttee.

24. At the samemee't:ing, thecOlIDIli't~eead()ptedthe following provisional agenda
o£o%.';it$ se~ond$ession:··

-6-
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1. ACLcpi: ion of the agenda.

2. Consideration of the reports concerning preparatory activities for'the
Conference.

(a) Progress report of the Secretary-General~

.(b ) Over...:a11 I,'eport of the Secretary.:.Genera:l of the Conference ~ taking
into account decision 5 .(1) of the 'Cdmmittee;

(c ) Interim' reports bi the tedhnical panels.

Organization of the Conference:

(a) Duratioth specific dates and invitations to the Conference;

(b) Dra.ft rules ~f procedure for the Conference;

(c) Arrangements in the host country.

1

2

5 t

4. Provisional agenda for the United Nations Conference on New and
Renewable Sources of Energy.

5. Work programme of the Committee for 1981.

-6. Adoption of the report of the Committee.

V. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE

(Agenda item 6)

25. At the same meeting, the Preparatory Committee considered the draft report
on its first session (A!CONF.100/PC/L.l), which it adopted, as orally revised and
amended, without a vote.

-1-
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1 (1)

2 (1)

3 (1)

. 4 (I)

5 (I)

AIfNEX

Decisions adopted by the Committee
at its first sessiQ!!.

Report of the Secretary-General on preparations for the United
Nations Conference on New and Renewable Sources of Energy •••••

Preparation of national papers ••••••••••••••••

Participation of interested organizations • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Designation of national focal points ••••••••• 0 3 • • • •

Report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference
on New and Renewable Sources of Energy on the work of the
technical panels ••••••••••••••••••••••• • •

9
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1 (I). Report of the Secretary-General on preparations for
the United Nations Conference on New and Renewable
Sources of Energy

The Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on New and Renewable
Sources of Energy requests the Secretary-General to submit to it, at its second
session, a progress report on the state of preparations for the Conference, which
wo\l1ci include the information on the following:

(a) Implementation of paragraph 12 of General Assembly resolution 34/190 of
18 December 1979, relating to the vital question of the provision of technical
assistance to interested developing countries, in the preparation of the Conference
and information on the requests received from countries and the assistance provided
in response to those requests;

(b) Implementation of paragraph 14 of resolution 34/190, relating to the
programme of pUblic information activities being planned to promote awareness of
the Conference;

(c) Implementation of paragraph 6 of General Assembly resolution 33/148 of
20 December 1978, relating to over-all guidance, orientation and co-ordination
of the contributions from the relevant secretariats of the United Nations system
to the preparation for the Conference; .

(d) Sugges ted calendar of preparatory activities;

(a) -Ad Hoc expert groups.

4th meetinfl:
8 February 1980

2 (I). Preparation of national papers

The Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on New and
Renewable Sources of Energy reques ts the Secretary-General of the Conference to
consult Governments of Member States on their preparation, as part of the
preparatory process for the Conference, of individual national documents on new
and renewable sources of energy with a view to enabling the Committee, at its
second session, to make a decision on this matter, including the possibility of
suggesting guidelines and standard formats for such documents, and to report
thereon to the Committee at its second session on the understanding that the
report should akso :include recommendations regarding the preparation of regional
papers and regional and/or interregional meetings, taking into account relevant
activi ties already under w83' or planned"

4th meeting
'8' February 1980

-9-
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3 (r), Participa.tion of' interested organizations

The Preparato:ry Committee for the United Nations Conference on New and Renewable
So\U"ces of Energy requests the Secretary-General to provide at its second session,
in pursU!J!lce of paragraph 10 of Gene:t"al Assembly resolution 34/190 of
la December 1979, a lbt ot intergovt;lmmental bodies, regional and non-governmental
organizations Which mEW be interested in the work of the Conference and any proposals
by them for inputs to the Conference.

4th meeting
.§....February 1980

4 m, Designation of national focal points

The PreJilar~to:ry COl1Jmittee tor the United Nations Conference on New and
Renewable Sources of Energy decides to rei terate the recommendation made by the
Gene;ral Assenlbl1 :l:n its resoluti.on 34/190 of 18 December 1979, that Governments
ot MemberState,lshould desisnate national focal points at the earliest Il)ssible
date andurgea that the intoJ:lJlation on $uch designations be communicated to the

.Conference secretariat by 31 March i980, in order to provide the necessary link to
the Conference secretariat so that it can proceed with further preparatory
activities.

4th meeting
8 February 19,~0

.; (r), Report of the Secretary-General of the United Nations
Conference on New and. Renewable Sources of Energy on
the work of the technical panels

The PreparatoryCo_tteeforthe United Nations Conference on Ne,. and
Renewable Sources 01' EnerSY' decides that the Secretary_General of the.Conference
should t>repe:rEt,in time .fo!" the· zecond !lession 01' the Commi ttee, an over-all report
incorporating,_inter alia.t .theresuJ;ts 01' the interim reports of the technical
panels ;,j;,he .emph8fSis .. of· the .. report should be. on the following:

(a) Currentuaage of eachot the areas of' new and renewable sources of energy
identitiedingeneral .f\sse~lJ resolution 33/148 of 20 December 1978;

(b),PotentiaJ..thatexistefor developing that usage , with particular
refereiic~ to··developing co~tries;

(c) Existing research and development being carried out in each area.

4th meeting
8 February 1980

I

I
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PART TWO

Meetings of the second session, held during the
period frcm 21 July to 1 August 1980
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I. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

A. Opening and duration of the session

1.. The second session of the Preparatory Cornmi ttee for the United rTations
Conterence on New and Renewable Sources of Energy was held at Geneva from
2J. July to 1 August 1980. The Committee held 11 meetings (5th to 15th meetings),
as well as a number of informal meetings.

2.. The session was openpd by I.hc lJhClolJ.1I1tt.U of" l..ho 'D"'~r:::.r.::.t....... 'y lJOWlUll.(,ce~ and the
Socrot/:l..l:3-G~:merR.l of" the United Nations Conference on New and Renewable Sources
of Energy also addressed the Committee (see paras. 13-18 below).

B. Membership and attendance

3. In accordance with General Assembly resolution 34/190, the Preparatory
Committee is open to the participation of all .States as full members.
Representatives of the following States 'attended th~-second session of the
Col!!ll1ittee;

4.

Ro.Jl
Sen
suo.
Swe
Swi
Tri
Tun'
Tur
Ukr
Uni

I

I
l'

I

!
I

Algeria
Argentina
Australia.
Austria
Barbados
Bel~i~
Bbatan
Brazil
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist

Republic
Canada
Chile
China
Colombia
Costa. Rica
Cuba
Czechosl.ovakia
Democratic Yemen
:Denmark.
Egypt
Finland
France
German DemocraticRepub~ic

Gel'Il1!!U1Y', Federal. RepUblic of
Ghana.
Greece
Guyana.
Rung~

In.clill,· .

Indonesia
Iran
Iraq
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast
Jama:ica
Japan

. Jordan
Kenya
Kuwait
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Luxembourg
Hadagascar
Mali
l~ta

Mexico
Mozambique
Netherlands
New Zealand
Nigeria
Norway
Pakistan
Peru
Poland
:Portugal
Qatar
Republic of Korea

,I
.'

"i

5. The

Int
Fao
Un!
vIol'
lo1or
lfor

6. The
Trade we:

7. The

Age'
Eur
Eur
Iut
tat
Org
Per

I

8. The
also re



ROJlania
Senegal
SUdan
Sw'eden
Switzerland
Trinidad and Tobago
Tunisia
Turkey
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics

United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom of Great Britain and

Northern Ireland
United Republic of Tanzania
United States of America
Uruguay
Venezuela
Yugoslavia
Zambia

"i

4. The following United Nations bodies were represented:

Economic Commission for Europe
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
Economic Commission for Latin America
Economic Commission for Africa
Economic Commission for Western Asia
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
United Nations Industrial Development Organization
United Nations Development Programme
United lITations Centre for Human Settl;::ments (Habitat)
United Nations University

5. The following specialized agencies were represented:

International Labour Orp;anisation
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nati~a

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
vlorld Bank
World Meteorological Organization
World Intellectual Property Organization

6. The International Atomic Energy Agency and the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade were also represented.

The following intergovernmental organizations were represented:

Agency for Cultural and Technical Co-opera~ion

European Economic Community
European Space Agency
International Energy Agency
Latin American Economic System
Organizatiori·of' the Petroleum Exporting Countries
Permanent Secretariat of the General Treaty on Central American Economic

Integration

8. The International Chamber of Commerce, a non-governmental organization, was
also represented.

-13-
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C. Officers of the Ccu~ttee

9. The officers of the Preparatory Committee were the same as at the first session
(see part one, sect. 11 C).

D. Adoption of the agenda

10. 'The Committee had before it the' followinh draft provisional agenda for the
session, as contained in document A/CONF.100/PC/20:

1. Adoption of the agend~,

2. Consideration of the reports concerning preparatory activities for the
Conference:

(a) Progress report of the Secretary-General;

(b) Over-all report of the Secretary-General of the Conference, taking
into account decision 5 (I) of the Committee;

(c) Interim reports of the technical panels.

3. Organization of the Conference:

(a) Duration, specific dates aad invitations to the Conference;

(b) Draft rules of procedure for the Conference;

(c) Arrangements in the host country.

l~. :£'rovisional agenda for the United Nations Conference on New and Renewable
So~ces of Energy.

5. ''lork programme of the Committee for 1981.

6. Adoption of the report of the Committee.

11. A't its 5th meeting, on 21 July, the Committee decided to add an
additional subparagraph 2 (d) to read as follows:

"Cross-organizational analysis of the energy programmes of the United ;Tations
system"

E. Documentation

had before it the documents
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F. Opening statements

13. In his introductory statement, the Chairman of the Preparatory Committee
apologized for the delay in reachin~ a conclusion on the venue and dates for the
second session of the Preparatory Committee. The Chairman stated that preparations
for the Preparatory Committee and the Conference had not been satisfactory.
In order to meet the growing expectations for the Conference, he felt that the second
session of the Preparatory Committee should give the necessarJ directions for the
Conference. He called for frank deliberations and exchanges of views and
identified two majcr areas to which the Preparatory Committee should address itself:
(a) the sort of international co-operation that was necessary and feasible in the
field of new and renewable sources of energy, particularly for the development of
developi~g countries in the short, medium and long terms, and (b) the kind of
outcome the Conference should aim at.

14. In conclusion, the Chairman called on the Preparatory Committee to ,rork hard
,·rithout looking back so that the deadline of August 1981 could be met.

15. The Secretary-General of the Conference then addressed the Committee. In his
statement, he stressed the importance of the participation of Governments in the
preparatory process; consequently, he hoped that this participation 1rould be
manifested in all the preparatory activities. He outlined the state of preparations
to date, in response to the decisions of the General Assembly and the first session
of the Preparatory Committee. These included, inter alia, preparation of documents,
contact with Governments and preparations at the regional level.

16. In his statement, the Secretary-General suggested the areas to be covered by
the ad hoc groups of experts on financing, information flows, transfer of technology,
industrial issues, rural energy and energy storage.

17. When commenting on the interim reports of the technical panels~ he suggested
that their final reports should be structured around the follo~~ng three principal
issues: (a) technologies that are judged ripe and significant; (b) the principal
constraints limiting their utilization in the near term - 10 to 20 years; and
(c) means of overcoming these constraints. He further suggested that national
papers should have a similar format and should as much as possible be integrated
into the SUbstantive preparations for the Conference and eventually reinforced by
regional documents.

18. He appreciated the co-operation the Secretariat had received from the agencies
of the United lTations system, and the intergovernmental organizations and
non-goverrun.ental orp:anizations with vhich he had established contacts. -Re invi:1:ied
contributions from Governments.
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II. CONSIDEaATION OF THE :REPORTS CONCERNING
!'REPARATORY ACTIVITIES FOR THE CONFERENCE

(Item 2)

19. The Prepaxoatory COIIl!lIi1;tee considered this item at its 5th to 13th meetings,
f~om 21 'to 25andtrom 28 to 29 July 1980.

20. ~ePreparatQry Committee held a general debate on agenda item 2 and also
discussed s~cific sub-items in detaiL In their statements, all representativE"s
expressed 'their conce;rn. and disappointment at the slow progress in the preparatory
process and stressed. the necessity of speeding up the preparatory work so that the

.Conference .-could be·he1d. as schedUled ·at· NairObi in August 1981. It was pointed
out in this respect tha1#anymoc1ifications of the work programme should be made
within· the framework of. this agreed target date.

21.. •Delegtltions also reitera.ted· "the importance of :involving competent
intergovernmental and non-governmental or8~izations. Delegations further stressed
the. need ·to melt.· use .of sUbstantive expertise frOIP the Secretariat and throughout
the UnitedN'aUonssystemto .accomplishpreparat~ryobjectives in good "time.
~vernments. were also asked to con"tl'i.bute voluntarily additional financial and
~power resources•. They. also called for.increased.co..ordination·within the
Sec):'etaria"tande8encies so tha"t all the relevant resources could contribute
fully to theaccomplislm1entof ad3quate preparatOry work• In this connexion, the
'r~~C)f "the. Centerfor. Na"tural Resources, Energy and Transport was cited by
several representatives.

~2. .In the. context. of. decisions subsequently a.dopted blfthe Preparatory Committee
(see sect. VII below), two delegations .indicated the willingness of their

. G()vernmtm:ts .1;0 .consider responding sympathetical.ly to specific requests to assist
prepara.tions .. fore th. C.onferen~e.

~' '. ,"'.'" ' . ,-' -"

Prosressreport of the. Secretary-General

(Item.2 (a»

1~ . ProvisiOn o~ technietal assistance for the preparation of "the Conference

-25. TheComm1-ttee waQi!ltoJ:'111eci-that.seniorofficers of the Secretariat .aad
regi.()J1a1ad,vistt:r$h-.clvi.l5i~ec1variouscountries· to explain •the purpose of .the
CO~~4!Dcf!,toin:tOl'JllGovermnel1tsof' the state of>preparations fOl'the Conferene~,
ana.-to"C1iscussviththeut'tl1eir technice.J.assistancerequi~ementsin regard ."to the
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national preparations for the Conference. The Secretariat also informed the
Committee that some of the requests for technical assistance were beyond those
required for the preparation for the Conference.

26. Representatives who spoke on this specific matter, however, expressed the view
that the points (a) to (d) in annex I of the report of the Secretary-General on
preparations for the Conference (A/35/32l) regarding the objectives of such
technical assistance visits were superficial and preliminary, and were not in
keeping with the goal of promoting in-depth preparations for the Conference. These
delegations suggested that the regional commissions should assist and encourage
organization of national, regional and interregional seminars for detailed discussion
at policy-making levels of the preparations being undertaken for the Conference. In
this connexion, they stated that the slow progress made by regional commissions in
the preparations for the Conference, with the exception of the Economic Commission
for Latin America (ECLA), was disappointing and that these commissions should
accelerate their work so that they could make a contribution to the preparatory work
of the Conference.

27. One representative pointed out that technical assistance:tn the process of
preparations to developing countries given by the Conference secretariat from the
budget of the Conference should not exceed the limitswbich would make such '
assistance more reasonable if rendered through the United Nations Development .
Programme.

2. Prof:;ramn:.e of public information for the Conference

28. Pursuant to paragraph 14 of GeneraI Assembly resolution 34/190, relating to the
programme of ~ublic information activities being planned to promote awareness of the
Conference, many delegations felt that the information programme needed to be
revised. They expressed the view that some of the planned activities that would
absorb nearly half of the 'budget were not priority areas.

29. These delegations felt that some portion of the budget would be more profitably
used in furthering· interaction between experts and the general pUblic, for example,
by' organizing an exhibition with demonstrations on the use and application of new
and renewable sources of energy in different countries atidregions of the world.

30. Concern was also expressed by those delegations that. the public information
programme which· was .being scheduled to .start in September would 'be too late. They
suggested a modification of the programme. Others sought clarification of the aims
and objectives of the information programme, stressing that it should be addressed as
much to the "general public as to policy .makers.

31. Some other delegations on the other hand were satisfied with the programme on
public information as contained in the Secretary-General's report .
(A/35/32l,' annexII).

32. The Director of the Department of Public Infortnation, Division tor Economic and
Social Information, in responding to Some of the questions raised, explained the
rationale behind the activities, staffing and the timing that had been proposed for
the start of the activities for the Conference,. and in.dicated that some of the new
I>ropos~als made for additional pr?81,'ammes would requireaddi:tional finances. He
note~that rea.J.location of funds;!6rominfoZ1lla.tionto other Conference purposes would
reqUJ.re apprQval by the General. AS~'eDfbly at its •thirty-fifth session.

-J.7~
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3. Calendar ~f preparatory activities

33. There Was a. general agreement among representatives on the necessity of
accel.erating the calendar of preparatory activities, in order to ensure that the
meeting of chairmen and other experts took place earlier than scheduled initially
and thus to enabl.e GoverIUllents to consider all documents in time to ensure that the
Conference was held at Nairobi in August 1981 as decided by the General Assembly in
resolution 34/190. Revised time-tables were proposed by several delegations and they
received support from several other representatives. The Secretary-General of the
Conference replied by proposing a revised time-table 'tv-hich would permit the
accel.eration of the preparations for the Conference by one month. Several
del.e~ations sought assurances that adequate resources would be available to the
Conference secr~tariat to complete the· tasks proposed under a revised preparato2Jr
schedule ..

34. A number of del.egations pointed out that the preparatory arrangements
stipulated by the calendar were not well co-ordinated.

4. Ad hoc e?q?ert groups
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35. The importance of the rol.e of ad hoc expert groups was stressed by many
del.egations. A number of them declared that the ad hoc expert groups should
formulate recommendations 1'9r concrete measures aimed at concerted action in the
tield Of new and renewabl.e sources of energy and should evolvE' recommen.dations on
pol:icymeasuresfor international co-operation in the various fields assigned to
each group. Many delegations felt that the deliberations of the ad hoe groups should
build upon the reports ·of the technical Ilanels and other existing information and
that the results oi'these deliberations should in turn be made available to the
regional meetings·of groups of experts •

36. A number of delegations fel.t. that the distinction between the role of the
ad hoc groups on the one hand and the technical panels on the other hand required
turtherclarit'ication. Several speakers felt that the terms of reference proposed
by the Secretary-General of the Conference for the ad hoc groups were too detailed
and toowide-rangirig to be adequately covered in single meetings of 5 days duration .
The te1'1Jlsofraferenceshould have focllsedmore on Ilrincip1es, leaving the· experts
relatively free to.sha.pe their work, and: should concentrate on practical issues.
Otberdetail.e!icomment.s on the terms of reference proposed by the Secretary-General
were made. Severa1.delegat~onsalSOfe1tthat the number of ad hoc expert 'groups
andthen'UmbeJ;" otexperts withincertaiJl groups should be reduced•. The group on
incmstJ;"ywas citedin;this connexion. Many delegations felt that the topic of
energy storage, in .particw.ar, did not need a separate expe:l:t group because it· is
sIlecificto.each source of energy•. Each technical panel should inclUde, in its area
ofstuq,the.. re1evantaspects of energy storage; a consultant study on the subject
might be required to. pull together .their findings. Many delegations proposed that
adhQc. gJ;"oups . should be established .in. the following areas : financing; the
deVel0RUlent and. transfer. o.ftechnology; .• research and development inclUding education
andtra.iJ,'ling;<inform,at,ion flows; rural energy; new and renewable sources of energy
andindustri,aJ: issues.' .

3.. .,...•·..:.:· ~.••.•...•..•••·.••.•.•..•..clie.·.·~.·.·.eg.'Et.~.·••~.•·..•·.QIl.·..•.·••·•••. s..•..·..•...fe.·'.it t.h.•.·• .. Et.t.••··•·.•·•• t.he.•.·••. ad hOC gr.oup.s.•.'.JI1.. eetings. wer.ebeJ..·ng held too late

:~o~~~~~:u:f~p~::~~~::a:O':d~:n;:~~nf~~:;~~oa:P:~::.:::i~x~~::::r~~··dates
i.nfo~a.tiQn·fUIlonS-tjl.egJ."ou~,,,.....••... <..••••..
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5. Hational papers

38. The Preparatory Committee eonsddered .the issue of producing national documents.
The discussions covered a variety of points, such as the desirability of producing
these documents; the desirability-of reaching consensus on a possible outline for
these documents, the need for them to be concise; the dates by which such documents
should be submitted and their role in the context of Conference preparations and
Conference use.

39. It was almost unanimously agreed that national documents should be produced.
Many delegates were of the view that individual States should be free to decide
whether or not to compile national documents.

40. Most delegates indicated a preference for simple and flexible guidelines, some
of them preferring the outlines to be those proposed by the Secretary-General of the
Conference in his statement to the opening session of the Preparatory Committee.
Several delegates felt that the national papers should be short and concise. Many
delegates further stated that Governments should be free to submit any other type
of information paper they may consider appropriate for the Conference, reflecting
their experience in the field of new and renewable sources of energy.

41. Possible deadlines for submission of national documents were suggested by some
States and the date of 31 December 1980 was generally approved by delegations. Most
of the delegations suggeabed that national documents should be inte{"rated into the
substantive preparations for the Conference. Some delegations felt that national
papers and their summaries should be presented to the Conference as working
documentis , Some delegations were of the opinion that regional commissionsand!or
the secretariat should synthesize the national documenns , Some delegations held the
opinion that m".;Gional papers should be both working documents and should be
synthesized, with the secretariat integrating into the preparatory process as far as
possible the national papers which it received in good time.

42. One delegation expressed its doubt that national reports could be submitted to
the secretariat by 31 December 1980, which would create difficulties in using them
during the preparation of the general re:port. That delegation also :pointed out that
translation and distribution by the secl'etariat to Member States of national re:ports
would have unjustified ap:plication. For this reason the national re:port could be
translated into one United Nations official language and distributed by the countries
themselves.

B. Over-all report of the Secretary-General of.the Conference,
taking into account decision 5 Cl) of the Committee

(Item 2 (b»

Synthesis reports

43. Delegations, while r'ecognaaang the coni3traints under which the over-all re:port
of the Secretary-General of the Conference (A!CONF.lOO!PC.17) had been produced and
acknowledging its interim nature, made a number of comments concerning the SUbject.
Many delegations were critical that the document had not made an evaluation of the
economic viability of new and renewable sources of energy. They also felt that
cert€,~· paragra:phs such as 8e,Sf', 12a, l2b, 13, 17, 18 and 20 included general and
erroneous sta'bements. One deleg~tionexpressed the view that :paragra:phs12c, 16, 17
and 20 were also erroneous and thUs unaceeptabke.,
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44. _' Many delegations fel.t that it would be impossibl.e to make valuabl.e forecasts
for th~ ;year 2000 and that ii; 'WOuld be better to l.eave out such a quantitative
l1yeJ.uation ~~_ that of 'art III of the report, especie.ll.y as s\IDIIl1arized in
~ag~a;Qh 46.-

45. It-was felt that the regional analyses were insufficient and should have gone
into greater depth and that i;able I should be restructured fol.lowing the usual

cregionalgroupipgs. Furthermore, it was feU that the Validity of the figures
given in tables was questionable; a number of delegations suggested that the
methodQlogy'of arriving at the data, should be specified. A number of delegations
indicated that they would fo:rward specific wrii;ten comments on the report to the
secretariat.

46. Many representatives also feU that the report did not balance well i;he analysis
pei;we.en developiJJg couni;ries on the one hand and developed countries on the other,
especially in the field_ of research and development. They also felt that all
c01:U\tries needed. to utilize new and renewabl.e sources of energy. Some delegations

C felt that the 1isti08 of constraints. in paragraph 46 was not useful., owing to the
lack of an Order of priority or indication of interrelationships among the
constraints.
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47•. It was proposed that the Secretary-...General revise his report in the l.ight of
co;mments and observ~tionsmade during tne session and to submit a revised document
in time fo:r the third session of the Prepara.tory Committee.
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48. Some delegations proposed that the !iltructure of the future technical panel
sYll<~e$;~ repOrt should, be cente:r~claroundthe three main questions proposed by the
~cr:~:t.ary..qenerl,1l in his introduc~,Ory statE',ment (see para. J.7 above), and that

-e;pn~xes~ atlQ.. 2 of the report of the Secretary..General (A/CONF.100/PC.17) should be
~~V!S~d by i;he technical. panel.s.

,:4'9. A,numbe~ot ,d.el.egations proposed that the synthesis document should contain the
rq:l.l.q:wing; (a) a comparative study of' the costs of production of new and renewable
.s",~peS9f'E!nergy';·(b) a, study o.f' rational use of new and renewable sources of
:~A~l!SY:,~bic):l.:w9ul.dincl'ad.ea comParative study on potential for increasing
!?.y.9~!i;~~il)n Q;f.conventiona1en..ergy ·by,new and ren~wable sources of energy; Cc) a

....e~cti.qJ1_on.c(i)n.cretemeasures f'orinternational eo..operation in this azea, with
', r4C_~de.tion.s .on '·solutions "to the, probl.em, in particular for developing countries;
;~d '(dlan'"aniJ(.;x including a. compreh'Tnsive compendium or bibliography of' existing
·.,s.tuEijesQn (hew and 'renewa.bl.e, sources of energy. Additionally, a number of

. - clelegations p;ropo~edthat the over-all synthesis document should be prepared by . ile
e.i'o~pof chairmen and ~\erts ("synthesis group") drawing together the synth~sis

.Of the technical. panels'; the ad. hoc reports and other information. .

" 50.~e\o";er"allSynthesizing exercise wa,sconsidered by all .delegations as one of
_,,' utm9s~ ,~rtance for the preparation .of' the Conference. They felt that the final
\over.:.e.n.,Syn~he:;li~wouJ.,dcnonstitute a basic document for the ,consideration of
" .GOvernments and f'ortheelucfdation of future recommendations.3A;':,' 1:' /j :-:::~r:::'.<-.~';':,'.~-,~'::".:~,:.. -.~,,-' '-, " , , ", . - , ",' ',' ',' , .
~!lL~·'.V~ i.~-j~·~:!L:t:r\_>~.i ~'. ;\: ~\~"-:'u';
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C. Interim reports of the technicaJ. panels

(Item 2 (c»

51. It was felt that the finaJ. reports of the panels would be important as they
would provide the technical foundation for policy formulation and decisions by the
Conference. Many delegations deplored the fact that the interim reports Lacked a
common format and were l)leased to learn that this shortcoming wouJ.d be corrected in
the finaJ. reports. Several delegations felt that the standards of the :;;lanel reports
were acceptable, while others were more reserved in their appraisal. All agreed that
a great deal more was required.

52. A number of delegations expressed the hope that the panel reports wouJ.d be able
to identify the extent to which new and renewable sources of energy could help meet
future energy requirements. Some delegations felt that the primary responsibility
of the panels was to produce data and recommendations for action. Many emphasized
the need to improve available statistics on new and renewable sources of energy. At
the same time they feU that considerations of technicaJ. data aJ.one would be
insufficient; there was aJ.so need to considE:!r inherent constraints, e.g. capital
costs, open economics of operations and thesite-specificity of some resources.

53. A number of delegations emphasized the need to integrate the output ef the
panels with those of the ad hoc expert groups, and recalJ.ed that the terms of
reference of the technical panels includedaJ.l elements contained in paragraph 4 of
General Assembly resolution 33/148.

54. Many delegations feU that the panel reports should not be exclusively
resource-oriented; if they were to have meaningful long-term practicaJ. utility, they
must also be demand-oriented. The delegations felt that the report must consider
the average cost per unit of production where the technology had a com;parative
'advantage; technical feasibility and economic viability of a given new and renewable
source of energy, including sUbstitution'costs; and socio-economic factors affecting
the potential use of new and renewable sources of energy.

D. Cross-organizational anaJ.ysis of the energy programmes
of the United 'Na.tions system

(Item 2 (d»

55. In response to a recommendation of the Committee on Programme and Co-ordination
at its twentieth session, the Preparatory Committee had before it the cross­
organiz,at;i.onal analysis of the energy programmes of the United Nations system and the
CPC report thereon.

56. The delegates taking part in the debate on this subject agreed that the cross­
organizationaJ. analysis which had been brought to the attention of the Committee was
a useful document as it provided information on past and ongoing activities of thf::
United Nations system in the field of energy inclUding new and renewable sources of
energy. SeveraJ. speakers stressed the need for better co-ordination of the
l:l.ctivities so as to ensure ratiOnal use of the limited resources of the system. ThEy
aJ.so indicated that the document'providedsome Useful indications for, the needed
support which the various organs, organizations and specialized agencies could
provide for the adequateaccomp+i~bmentof the preparatory work for the Conference.
One delegation specifically, poifttedout that the, present document 1ackeda real .
a.naJ.ysis of, the energy, preparatioBS' in the United Nations system and stressed that'
the next documents on this subject should contain more anaJ.ytic!3J. information.
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III. ORGANIZATION OF THE CONFERENCE

(Item 3)

A. Organize,tioD! specific dates and invitations to the Conference

(Item 3 (a~;'

57. The Committee discussed this item a.t its 12th and 13th meetings, on 28 and
29 July. In his report (A/CONF.IOO/PC.19), the Secretary-General of the Conference
proposed 'that the duration of the Conference should be ten working days, from
17 'to 28 August 1981, preceded by two working days of pre-conference organizational
consultations, 15 and 16 August 1981, during which the regional groups could,
inter alia, finalize agreement on nomina'tions for the various positions to be
filled in the Bureau of the Conference. He further proposed that aJ.l States should
be invited to participate in the Conference and that all interested
intergovernxnental and non-governmental organizations should be invited to
.participate as observers. The Secretary-General suggested that the Conference
should consist of plenary sessions and 'two commit-;;ees of the whole.

58. .All delegations expressed the opinion that the Conference sh.uld take place as
scheduled .in August 1981. While all delegations were in agreement with the
suggested 'duration of 'the Conference, many were of the opinion that pre-conference
consulta.tions should be. of a longer period. The general consensus was 'that one
weak would be required. A number of delegations suggested that the proposed
specific dates of 17 to 28 August be advanced by one week to 10 to 21 August in
order to avoid overlap wi'th an International Meeting on Solar Energy in Brighton,
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

59. The Preparatory Committee was in agreement with the proposal on the
invitations to the Conference.

B. Draft rules of procedure for the Conference

(Item 3 (0»

60. The ~epa.ratory Commit'tee had before it the draft provisional rules of
procedure (A!CONF.100/PC.14). While a number of delegations were of the opinion
tha.t .the draft· prorlsional rules of procedure could be adopted immediately since
the1 were similar to those already adopted for other United Na'tions conferences,
such as the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for DeVelopment,
many other delegations preferred to postpone consideration until the third session
of the Preparatory Committee.

C. Arrangements in the host country

(Item 3 (c»

6.1. The secretariat made an. oral presentation on the preliminary discussions that
ith~enteredinto14th the host Govennnent, Kenya, regarding the arrangements for
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the Conference in August 1981. A mission had recentJ.y been to Kenya to acquaint
itse1f with the faci1ities avail.ab1e in Nairobi, such as conference rooms, office
accommodation, hoteJ. accommodation, etc.

62. The Preparatory Committee was informed of the preJ.iminary nature of these
consul.tations. Firm indication of financial. imp1ications to the host country wouJ.d
f0110w a:rter decisions had been made by the Committee on the duration of the
Conference and pre-conference consuJ.tations.

63. The de1egation of the host country weJ.comed the opportunity that the
Government of Kenya. had had to discuss the arrangements and to beinf'ormed of the
facil.ities required for the Conference. The delegation informed the PreParatory
Committee that the Government of Kenya was stil.1 committed to hosting the Conference
and that conference faci1ities were avai1able in Nairobi ±'rom 1 to 3J. August.

64. The deJ.egation reiterated the statement of the secretariat that consuJ.tations
wouJ.d continue between the secretariat and the Government of Kenya to ensure that
al1 necessary organizational. detai1s were comp1eted and that the required
faci1ities were made avai1ab1e.

IV. PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON
NEW AND RENEWABLE SOURCES OF ENERGY

(Item 4)

65. The Preparatory Committee discussed this item at its 13th and 14th meetings,
on 29 and 30 JuJ.y. The Committee had before it the draft provisional. agenda for
the Conference (A/CONF.100/PC.13). Many de1egations proposed that the Committee
postpone discussion of the agenda. until. its third session. One de1egation, however,
commented at 1ength on the agenda and suggested substantial changes. The
de1egation reserved its right to discuss the agenda in greater detai1 in the future.

V. WORK PROGRAMME OF THE COMMITTEE FOR 1981

(Item 5)

66. The Preparatory Committee considered this item at its 15th meeting, on
1 August. It had before it the f0110wing draft provisional. agenda for its third
session:

1. Adoption of the agenda.

2. Substantive preparations for the Conference:

3.

(a) Report of the synthesis group;

(b) Fina1 reports of the technicalpane1s, inc1uding the studies on peat
and draught animal power;

(c) Reports of the ad hoc groups of experts.

Preparations at the·regional. 1eve1.
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4. 1:'rel'ars:tions at the national leve1.

5. :i?rovisional agenda for the United Na.tions Conference on New and Renewable
Sources of Energy.

6. Draft rules of procedure for the Conference.

7• ~ovisiongl agenda for the fourth session of the Committee.

8. Adoption of the report of the Committee.

67. One delega.tion proposed tha.t the SUb-items of item 2 should be deleted and that
tbe various preparatory activities for the Conference should be specified in the
annotations to that item. The Preparatory Committee agreed to the proposal and
decided to adopt the follo·..,ing provisional agenda:

1. Adoption of the agen'lia.

2. Substantive preparations for the Conference.

3. Preparations at the regional level.

4. Preparations a"t the na"tional level.

5. Provisional agenda for the United Na"tions Conference on New and Renewe.ble
Sources Of Energy.

-6. Draft rules of procedure. for "the Conference.

1. Provisional agenda of the fourth session of the Commi"ttee.

8. AdoptioD,of the report of the Committee.

VI. ADOFTION OF THE BEPORT OF THE COMMITTEE

68. TbePreparatoryCommi'ttee considered the draft report on its second session,
c()ntained in dOCUID$'1tsA!dONF.IOO/PC/L.2 andA/CONF.100!PC/L.l6 and Carr.l and
,ldd.l and 2, at1:ts 15'tb mee-ting, on 1 August. The report was adopted as orally
revised. ·a.nd .smended..

69.•.. Th.eSecretary ot'the Preparatory Committee, speaking on the proposals that were
b,torethe Committee, saidthe.tcertainresolutions and decisions adopted. by the
Commi..ttee might have .tilJancial.imp.licationstor the Organizaidon and that the
ste.temen"tottiuancial.!m.p.lica"tions wouJ.dbeprepared by the secretariat in time for
"the. repor'tto be considered by the General Assembly at its thirty-fifth session.

70"·;'Qne-d~ege."t:i.()n\1h-evattention'tothef$c'tthat sta.tements on financial
implicat:i.ons.()t1ihe~eSOl.ut:i.o~$I1ddecisions had not. been e.vail.able to the
CODIDIitteea.nd resen:ied ita position as regards the financialimplice.tions.
, . ..... ..,,' '\
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ANNEX I

Resolutions and decisions adonted by the Committee
at its second session

A. Resolutions

1 (rr) Augmenting technical expertise for conference preparations • .. • •• 26

2 (11) Ad Hoc groups of experts •••••••••••••••••• • • •• 27

B. Decisions

1 (11) Date for the United Nations Conference on New and Renewable Sources
of Energy • • • • • • • 0 • • • 0 • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 27

2 (rr) S10thesis group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

3 (11) Work programme in preparation for the United Nations Conference
on New and Renewable Sources of Energy • • 0 0 • • 0 • • • 0 • 0 •• 28

4 (rr) National papers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • 0 29

5 (11) Reports of the technical panels • • • • • a • • • • • • • • • • • • 30

6 (rr) Programme of public information • • • • • • • • • • • • • • e • 31

7 (II) Preparatory work for the United Nations Conference on New and
Renewable Sources of Energy • • 0 0 • 0 e 0 0 0 0 .. • .0 • • • •• 32

8 (II) Monitoring the preparatory work for the United Nations Conference
on New and Renewable Sources of Energy 0 0 .. • 0 00 • • • 0 • • •• 33
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A. Resolutions

1. (II). Augmenting technical expertise for conference
preparations

'rhe PreFaratgg Committee for the United Nations Conference on New and
Renewab1.e Sources of Ener&y,

Bearipg in mind that the General Assembly in its resolution 34/190 of
18 December 1979 decided that the United Nations Conference on New and Renewabl.e
Sources ot Enel:'gy should be held at Nairobi in August 1981,

Recognizins the great importance that all Member States attach to the success
of this Conterence,

Cognizant of the need for sound and timely preparations to achieve this
purpose,

Recalling General Assembly resolution 33/148 of 20 December 1978 inviting the
concerned org$!lS, organizations and agencies of the United Nations system to
Co-operate fuJ.4 in the preparations for the Conference,

1.. Expresses its concern at the slow pace in the preparations for the
United Nations COlhference cn New and ltenewable Sour~~-s 01' Energy and calls upon
all. concerned, in particu1ar the Conference secretariat and other organs,
orgardzations and bodies of the United Nations system, to intensify' and accelerate

··the· preparations for the Conference;

2. Reg,ueststhe Secretary-General to make available to the Secretary­
Generu .ot the Conference such additional personnel and technical expertise,
arawn rromtheUnited Nations Secretariat, as may be required to assure completion
of·1ihe· preparatory work in accordance with the programme of work agreed by the
t'reparatoryCOlIm!i-ttee;

3. . Calls .·upon the Secretary-General urgently to seek assistance for this
ll\U'POse fr()Jllorganimtionsand agencies of the Uni1ied Nations system which have
special. competence in ma'tters relating to the pUJ:'Poses of the Conference;

4..A1ao calls upon the Member Sta.tes and others to extend all necessary
. co-operation to the secretariat to facilitate tbe preparation· for the Conference;

5. . Reguests theSecrete.ry-General to report ·'t()the General Assembly at its
thirty-fifth session on "the resul.ts of his efforts in this regard. ~
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15th meetinp,
1 Augus t 1980

ySu1)sequently-issued as document A!35153l.
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15th meeting
1 August 1980

15th meeting
1 August 1980

2 (H). Ad hoc groups of experts

The Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on New and
Renewable Sources of Energy

1. Takes note of the terms of reference for the ad hoc groups of experts as
discussed in annex IV of the report of the Secretary-General; bl

2. Recommends, taking into account comments and proposals made in the
Preparatory Committee, that the ad hoc groups of experts to be established by the
Secretary-General should deal with the following issues:

(a) Financing;

(b) Information flows;

(c) Research and development and transfer of techl1ology;

(d) Education and training;

(e) Rural energy, including utilization of energy in agriculture;

(f) Industrial issues, including utilization of energy in transportation
and allied sectors;

3. Invites the Secretary-General of the Conference, in finalizing the terms
of reference for the ad hoc expert groups, to take into account comments made and
proposals submitted before or during consideration by the Preparatory Committee
of agenda item 2, including, inter alia, those in the draft decision submitted
by India. El

B. Decisions

1 (H). Date for the United Nations Conference on New
and Renewable Sources of Energy

The Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on New and
Renewable Sources of Energy recommends to the General Assembly that the United
l~ations Conference on New'and Renewable Sources of Energy should be hel.d at
Nairobi -, from la to 21 August 1981, and that any necessary pre-conference
consultations should take place in the preceding week.

2 (II). Synthesis grouE

The Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on New and
Renewable Sources of Ener~, in order to facilitate the preparation of a concise

11 A/35/321.

cl A/CONF.10o/PC/L.o.
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synth~sil\J o-t the findings and. recClIDIIlE»1Clations ot the technical. panels and ad hoc
~pe ot experts" r~commenes the f'oUowing:

(a) The Chair!llen of' thesepane~s and groups , together with a number 01'
eminent experts in. the field of energy, including econOlllists, planners and
scientists, should be requeste<l to meet in February 1981" and should be designated
as the synthesis group;

(b) In order to ensure the greatest ptJssible incorporation of approaches and
experiences in developnen'tand u'tilization of: new and renewable sources of energy,
this group should retlect equi;table geographical represen'ta:tion;

(c)· ~e syn'thesis group should consider· 'the reports of 'the technical panels,
the sY14thesis report of the technical panels prepared by 'the secretaria't,
'togeth~ witb 'the repons of 'th~ ad hoc groups of' e~r'ts and the other relevant
intotmation" ana should prepare a report;

(d) In prepe.ring 'the draft document for 'the syn'thesis group, the
Secret~-Generel·ot 'the Conference should 'take into account the detailed and
substantive commen'ts and observations made during the second session of 'the
PreparatoX'Y'COillm1'ttee, particularly concerning i;he draft resolution submitted by
India; dl

(e)'rhe secretn-iat should sUblni:t the report ot the synthesis group to
Goverm:nents not ~terthan two weeks betore 'the third session of the Preparatory
Committee~ ..

15th meeti~t
1 AUgust 190

3(I!)~ Work programme in preparaticn for the United Nations
£2nterence on New end Renewable Sources of Energy

The a-epara'tory Cotnmi1itee of the United Na:tionsC!.'nterence on New and
tien~!19leSources.Of. energy:t taking account .ot the. report of the Secretary­
acmeralel.recomnends th......'the preparatQ""~work tor 'the United Nations Conference
on New &lid Renewable Sources .9fEnergyshoUl.d follow the fO!Llowing schedule:

1. Me!tinssot tecbniealPMels

.The·...eclUdcalpan~ls 'Wil1..finali:ze 'their ·repo%."f;s by the end ot November 1980
On 'the.basis ot the drafts .prepared. 'by the secretariat:t taking into account .
the eomments and sussestions·matle•at the· second session ot .'the Prepa.ra.tory
COIIIIIIitteo. To 'this end" the Prepua'to17 Committee recommends 'tha't any
coments t other than thosealrescly aivenst its second sessioD t on
the eontenii of interim repOrts !I should be. submi'tted to 'the Secretary­
Ges1erllll.notlater 'thlm 15 September ~980;

g A/C~Nf:. ~OOIfO/L.11~

!/AJ351321.
fl A/CONF.~OOlpCI5-12'J 11 end con.1 t 21. and 22..-. . .-,' :- , ,- -" --,' - - - - - .
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2. Meetinss of ad hoc expert groups? December 198o-January 1981

The experts will consider: (a) the bs.ckground papers prepared by the
secretariat; (b) the reports of the technical panels and ~c) reports of
regional commissions, intergovernmental organizations and non-gove!'mnental
organizations;

3. Meeting of the synthesis group, 1.1-27 February 1981

The group will prepare a sY'llthesis document, taking into account the
following: (a) reports of the technical panels; Cb) synthesis .)f the rep~rts

of the technical panels prepared by the Secretar' i (c) rel~orts of the
ad hoc expel"t.groups and (d) draft synthesis doc" .~. \t prepar'ed b;y the
secr~+~riat; and (e) other relevant information. "b' synthesis document
prepared by this group should be circulated to Gove.. ~ ..ents not la;t~r than
15 March 1981;

4. Regional commissions

Regional commissi~ns shoul~ finalize their contributions for the Conference
no later than January/February 1981 and submit them well in advance of the
third session of the Preparatory Committee;

5. Third session of the Preparatory Committee - should be held from 30 March
to 10 April 1981;

6. Final Illeeting of the Preparatory Committee - should be held from
8-26 June 1981

The agenda for this meeting will be decided upon at the third session of
the Preparatory Committee;

7. Conference in Nairobi - should be held from 10-21 AUgust 19§b preceded by
one week of pre-Conference consultations

The secretari.at shall circulate the documents for the Conference by early
July 1981.

15th meeting
1 August .1980

4 (II). National papers

The Preparatory Committee for the United :-ations Ccnfcrence on New e.nd
Renewable Sources of Energy, taking account of the report of the Secretary­
General on consultations with Member Govermnents on preparation of national
papers p.;/ and. stressing the useful role that national papers could play as an
element of information both at the Conference itself 'and during its preparatory
phase, recommends that:

(a) Concise papers, together with 'summaries, should be prepared bj
interested Governments and submitted to the Secretary-General before

£! A/CONF.100/PC/15.
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31 December 1.980. Subject to financiSll resources that mEI\V be made available to
the secretariat, these papers or their summaries should be circulated to
Governments and all gt,'OUps involved in the prepar!l.tory work at the earliest
possible date.

with th
General

(i

(b) Govel'nments should use as refe~ence the following outline:

(i) Ro1.e and potential of new and renewable sources of energy in meeting
present and future energy needs, including available quantitative data;

(ii) Main technologies for production and use of new and renewable sourees
of energy of interest to the country concerned in the foreseeable
fUture within the context of national energy requirements;

(Ui) Main constraints limiting the utiliza.tion of these technologies,
inc:'-.uding where appropriate, in the following fields:

(ii

(iii

(iv

(v

a. Firl~cing;

b. ResQBrch and development and transfer of technology; (vi

c. Education and training;
(vii

d. Information flows;

e. Rural energy, inclUding i'ts utilization in agriculture;
(b

possibl

f. Industrial issues including transportation, industry and other
sectors;

(c
doeumen
which s

g. .A:D.y other constraints;

(iv) Means 'to OVercome these constraints at the national, regional or
international levels;

(v) Scope:forinternat~onaa.co-o:peration.

(c}ThisoutliIleshouldorll;y be considered as indicative and that
Governments .should also be free to submit any ot~er type of informa.tion they may
considerapp~priate for the Conference, regarding. their national experiences in
newand.renewable.sources ot energy.

(H

(d
bibliog

"', " ','-'

(a)'ijrge~-'the~tecbnicaJ.panelst9c()mp~E!te.·their work speedily,. in accordance

,,- "'.,' " ..... ', .,'.,

.·!l:iA!CONF.'100/;C!5..l?,l7·anp..·Col'~.a,·21. and 22.

Renewab
GeneraJ.

15th meeting,
1 August 1980

5(II). Reports of the technical panels
.: : ',' ,:, ,

Theprep$1'.f1torYPQT!\mi.,.tee~orthe U~ited Nations· Conference on New and
Renewable SOllrces.ot EneI'gynoting th~ interim reports of the technical panels a!
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with their mandate, as defined in annex II of the report of the Secretary-­
General, Y paying special attention to the following points:

(i) Technologi~;:; that can be put to significant use immediately or in the
near future;

(H) Major obstacles to the utilization of these technologies, especially
in the fields to be studied by the ad hoc expert groups;

(Hi) Means and possible time-scale for overcoming these obstacles;

(iv) Costs of production per unit for each of the new and renewable sources
of energy;

(v) Technical feasibility and economic viability of a given energy
technology in each of the areas of new and renewable sources of energy,
inclUding, as appropriate, the substitution costs for switching to
this technology;

(vi) Socio-economic factors affecting the potential usage of each of the
new and renewable sources of energy;

(vii) Energy-storage aspects of each new and renewable source of energy;

(b) Decides that the reports of the technical panels should, as far as
possible, be based upon a more or less standard format;

(c) Requests the Secretary-General of the Conference to prepare a synthesis
document based on the reports of the technical panels and individual consuJ.,tants,
which should contain the following:

(i) A comparativli:! study of the costs of production of new and renewable
sources of energy, taking into account differing geographical factors
and scales of application;

(H) A comparative study on potential for increasing substitution of .
conventional energy by new and renewable sources of energy;

(d) Decides that the synthesis document.should contain a compendium or
bibliography of existing studies on new and renewable sources of energy.

15th meeting
1 August 1980

,.6 (II). Programme of publi c information

'2::'he Preparatory Committee for the United Na~ions Conference on New and
Renewable Scurces of Energy , noting annex II of the' report of the Secretary-
General, J! recommends that: .

YA/34/~85.

:J.! A/35/321.
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(e) Recomm
the United Natio
in the field of
technical assist
resolution 33/14

(f) Recomm
participa"tion in
assist and enco
for detailed dis
of the Director­
submit regional
Conference in t"

8 (rr)

The Prepare;
Renewable Source
and. "towards thi
draft resolution

(g) Recomm
programme of act
ref'lect "the obje
concrete operati
international co
including the te
:mind in "the fina

(a) Welcoml
in the report of
ensuring co-ordiI

(b) Requesi
with Member Stat
the Conference.

I
I

1 August 198"0

7 (II). Preyaratory work for the United Nations Conference
on New and Renewab~e Sources of Energy

The Preparatory Commi:ttee for the United Nations Conference on New and
Renewable Sources of Energy

(a) , lfates the draft agenda for the United Nations Conference on New and
ReneWable So~es otEnergy as contained in document A/COW.IOO/PC/13 and requests
the General Ass~ly to authorize the Commit"tee to consider i"t at i"ts third
session and submit it to the Conference;

(b ) Notes 'the draft rules of procedure as contained in document
A/COW.IOo/pc/14 and requests the General Assembly to authorize the Co:mmittee
to consider thetn at its 'third session and to submit them to the Cqnference;

, (c) .. Notes-annex I of the report of "the Secretary-General .i/ and expresses
·th~·'\d.ew.t~at.crashprosrammes of visits to :member states are nOt an appropria"te
method of promoting. preparations for "the Conference;

(a) The objective of the pUblic information programme should be "to provide
intormation to the general public and policy :makers on the possibi;li"ti~s anc1
the potential ot new and renewable sources of energy!t and on "the :tole "the United
Nations CtUl plq through the C?nferenca;

(b) The pUblic infor:ms.tion programme should accord highest priority "to
(i) public inf'or:me.tion activities at the national level; and (ii) public
information activities at the regiona.t leve].; among such activities!t p81'ticuler
atteJ.ltion should be given to organizug exhibitions-cum-delllonstrations prior to
and during 'the Conference at the na.tional. and re3ional levels;

(c) The relevant specialized agencies and other bodies of the United
Nations system, as well as o"ther organizations concerned, both in public and
private sectors, should be f'ulJ.y involved;

Cd) The plarm~d activities, as discussed in annex II of the report of the
Secretary-General, .J1 should be reviewed in the light of "the discussions at the
seClond se~sion of the Preparatory Committee!t bearing in :mind that some ac"tivi"ties

. such as the pre-Conference study tours :may be unnecessary;

(e) The General Assembly should receive a report a"t its thirty-fifth sessdcn ,
.taking into account the above priorities!t on the proposed realloca"tion of "the
resources of .the programme of public information. 15th t":mee long

(d) Reiterates the need to implement speedily paragraph 12 of General
AssembJ.,yresolution. 34/191~.of 18 .December 1979, regarding the vi"tal question of
pr.Q1liclingtec:br1ical assistatlcetointe:resteddeV'e10ping countries in the ,
preparationfor-'the·· Conterence,·· and requests the Secretary-General. "to submit a
r4!Porttothe ASBeJ.DbJ.yatits t.hir-ty-.fitth session on the state of the

-iDip1ementa.tionof parsgraph .12· otthatresolution and the contributory activities
,,;?",ot-<bh4!l,'f!levant arSenB, orsanization.s and bodies. of the United Na"tions system,
.b.lIXltl.~tb,,<organiz~tions<concerned!t 'in this regard; kl

11 A/CONF.

!2! A/35/32
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(e) Recommends that all the relevant organs, organizations and bodies of
the United Nations system should submit comprehensive reports on their activities
in the field of ne1v and renewable sources of energy, including on the provision of
i:;echnical assistance to developing countries, in accordance with Assembly
resolution 33/148, in time for the third session of i:;he Preparatory Commiti:;ee;

(f) Recommends further that the regional commissions should si:;rengthen their
participation in the pre];laratory process for the Conference, aad , inter alia"
assist and encourage in organizing national, regional and interregional seminars
for detailed discussions, and that they should, under the over,-all co-ordination
of the Director-General for Development and International Economic Co-operation,
submit regional papers and a comprehensive report on i:;heir prepara:tions for the
Conference in time for the third session of the Preneratory Committee;

(g) Recommends that the Conference should consider the adoption of a
programme of action in the area of new and rene~Table sources of energy that would
refleci:; the objectives of Assembly resolution 33/148, and, inter alia, contain
concrebe operational measures for subregional , regional, interregional and
international co-operation in this area. All those contributing to the Conference,
inclUding the technical panels and the ad hoc groups of experts should bear this in
mind in the finalization of their recommendations.

15th meetinr.:
1 August 1980

8 (rr), Monitorin!~ the preparatory 1wrk for the United Nations
Conference on Hew and B\?ne1oTable Sources of Energy

The Preparatory Committee for the United Nations Conference on New and
Renewable Sources of Energy, bearing in mind the need to accelerate preparations,
and, towards this end, to improve co-ordination and also bearing in mind the
draft resolution submitted by the Chairman y

(a) Welcomes the establishment of the co-ordinating committee, as indicated
in the report of the Secretary-General I'll and emphasizes its importance in
ensuring co-ordinated and timely preparations;

(b) Requests the Chairman of the Preparatory Committee, in consultation
with Member States, to monitor closely the progress in the preparatory work for
i:;he Conference.

15th meeting
1 AUl4ust 1980

1./ A!CONF.100!PC/L.24.

r.::f A/35!321.
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Note by the Secretary-General.on the
. programme of work of the Committeefol" 1981 A/CONF .100/

Symbol

A/CONF.IOO

A/CONF.IOO!

A/CONF.100

A/CONF.IOO/

A!CONF.IOO!

A!CONF.IOO/

A!CONF.IOO!

A!CONF.IOO!

A/CONF.100!

A/CONF .100/

A!CONF.lOO!

A/CONF.IOO/

A/CONF.100/

A/CONF/IOO!

A!CONF.100/

A/CONF.IOO

A/CONF.I09

A/CONF.IOO

A!35!321

A!35/38

I

DrEj.ft provisi,ollal agenda for the Conference

Report of the Technical Panel on W'ind
Energy on its first session

Title

Report of the Technical Panel on Solar
Energy on its first session

Report of the Technical Panel on Biomass
Energy on its first session

Report of the Technical Panel on Geothermal
Energy on its first session

Report of the Technical Panel on
Hydropower on its first session

Report of the Technical Panel on Oil Shale
and Tar Sands on its first session

Report of the Technical Panel on Fuelwood
and Charcoal on its first session

Report of the Technical Panel on Ocean
Energy on its first session

Draft rules of procedure for the Conference

Report of the Secretary-General on
consultations with member Governments on
preparation of national papers

Over-all report of the Secretary-General
of the •Confereneeenti'tled ."Synthesis of
teehl1ical information on new and renewable
sources of energyf' .

Report of the Secretary-General on the
participation of intergovernfuental· bodies,
regional and non-governmental organizations
in the preparations for the Conference
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2' (a)

2 Cb)

Documentation before the Committee at its s~cond session

AlC6~.£OO!PC/16
~and .Corr.l

Symbol Item

A/CONF.IOO!PC/5 2 (c)

A/CONF.IOO/pc/6 2 (c)

A!CONF.IOO/PCI7 2 (-c)

A/CONF.IOO/pc/8 2 (c)

A/CONF.IOO!PC/9 2 (c)

A/CONF.IOO{PC/IO 2 (0)

A/CONF~lQO/PC/ll 2 (c)

A/CONF.lOO/PC!12 2 (c)

A!CONF.1.0O/PC/13 4

A/CONt .100l1'c/14·. 3

A!CONF.100/PC!15 2 Ca)

.. A/c.oNF.1001PCI17
andCorr.l



Symbol Item

A/CONF.1OO/PC/19 3

A/CONF.1OO/PC/20 1

A/CONF.109/PC/21 2 (c)

A/CONF.1OO/PC/22 2 (c)

A/35/38 2 (d)

A/CONF.lOO/PC/L.2 6

A!CONF.lOO/PC/L.3 2
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