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AGENCI ES AND OTHER BCDI ES OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS SYSTEM RELATED

TO THE FOLLOWN NG THEME:  COORDI NATED FOLLOW UP BY THE UNI TED

NATI ONS SYSTEM AND | MPLEMENTATI ON OF THE RESULTS OF MAJOR

| NTERNATI ONAL CONFERENCES ORGANI ZED BY THE UNI TED NATIONS I N
THE ECONOM C, SOCI AL AND RELATED FI ELDS

Possi bl e commpn thenes for followup of major internationa
conferences at the coordination segnent of the substantive
session of the Econom c¢ and Social Council in 1996

Note by the Secretary-Genera

1. In its Agreed Conclusions 1995/1 (see A/50/3, chap. Ill, sect. A), the
Economi ¢ and Social Council invited the Secretary-General, taking into account

t he suggesti ons made in paragraph 57 of his report (E/ 1995/86) and based on the
wor k of relevant subsidiary bodies and through consultations with Menber States,
rel evant organs of the United Nations system and specialized agencies, to offer
suggesti ons for possible comon thenes for foll owup of major internationa
conferences for consideration and decision by the Council concerning its

coordi nati on segnent.

. PROPCSALS BY MEMBER STATES

2. The Secretary-General carried out infornmal consultations with Menber States
on 22 and 28 Novenber 1995, as a result of which he received witten proposals
from Spain, on behalf of the European Uni on, and Canada.

3. The European Uni on proposed as a thene "Coordination of the United Nations
system activities for poverty eradication", which should focus on three aspects:
(a) coordination of United Nations support for national poverty eradication

pl ans, including the provision of basic social services, particularly at the
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field level; (b) coordination of United Nations efforts to ensure that its

devel opnent programres for poverty eradication take fully into account the
gender perspective; and (c) ways of nonitoring United Nations performance in the
field of poverty eradication, in particular through the harnonization of

nmul ti-year programes of work of the functional commissions, within the
framework of the coordinated followup to najor United Nations conferences in
the economic, social and related fields.

4. Canada, besides proposing a sectoral thene based on poverty eradication,
submtted a topic in followup to the thirteenth paragraph of the Agreed

Concl usions. Accordingly, the Econom ¢ and Social Council would determ ne how
it intends to ensure the harnoni zation and coordination of the agendas and work
programes of functional comm ssions and mght wish to conduct an initial review
of nmulti-year thematic work programes to identify areas where harnoni zati on may
be particularly required, bearing in mnd the need for a clearer division of

| abour anong the work of the commi ssions.

1. PROPCSAL BY THE SECRETARY- GENERAL

5. The Secretary-General also consulted with rel evant bodies of the United
Nations system and the specialized agencies through the Consultative Comittee
on Programme and Qperational Questions (CCPOQ at its seventh session. Taking
into account the views expressed by Menber States and by CCPOQ as well as the
results of the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen and the work of the Executive
Board of UNICEF, the Trade and Devel opnent Board of UNCTAD, the Commi ssion on
Sust ai nabl e Devel opnent, the Comnm ssion on Human Rights, the Popul ation and
Devel opnment Conmi ssion, the Conm ssion on Social Devel oprment, and the Commi ssion
on the Status of Wnen, it is suggested that "gender equality, equity and
enmpower nent of wonen" coul d be sel ected as the conmon thenme for the 1996
coordi nati on segnment of the Council. This theme figures promnently in al nost
all the conferences. It is also relevant to the work of al nost al

organi zati ons of the system

6. The wi de-rangi ng set of neasures of the Platformfor Action adopted by the
Fourth World Conference on Wnen (see A/ CONF. 177/20, chap. |, resolution 1)
requires inplenmentation through the work of all the bodies and organizations of
the United Nations system during the period 1995-2000. |Inplenentation is to be
specific, but also part of wi der programm ng. As Governnments have comitted

t hemsel ves to enmpowerment of women at previous global United Nations summts and
conferences, coordination is recognized as all the nore crucial for follow up of
the World Conference. |In paragraph 317 of the Platformfor Action, the Genera
Assenbly and the Council are invited to review and strengthen the nandate of the
Commi ssion on the Status of Wnen, taking into account, inter alia, "the need
for synergy with other related comm ssions and Conference foll owup, and for a
systemw de approach to its inplementation”". The Council is also invited to
ensure that its other functional comr ssions integrate a gender perspective into
their work. The Secretary-CGeneral has indicated (see A/50/744) that he will
propose to the Administrative Comrmittee on Coordi nation the establishment of an
i nter-agency task force on the enmpowernent and advancenent of women, within the
framework of efforts for a coordinated followup to international conferences.
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7. The World Summit on Children (see A/ 45/625, annex) enphasized the critica
roles of women in the well being of children and the need to ensure equa
opportunities to the girl child. It called for specific action to enhance the
status of wonen, including their health status, and ensure their equal access to
productive resources and education. The Summit established targets for the
reduction of maternal nortality and eradication of illiteracy with an enphasis
on fermale literacy, which have been reaffirned and built upon by subsequent
international neetings and conferences. The Plan of Action also called for
gender di saggregated statistics, so as to ensure an equitable inpact of
programes on girls and wonen. In reviewing the strategy of the United Nations
Children's Fund (UNICEF) in basic education in 1995, the Executive Board called
for placing a greater enphasis on targeting the inequality between girls and
boys. In addition to the UNI CEF Executive Board, other intergovernnmental bodies
are involved in the followup of the Summt's goals and targets.

8. In Agenda 21, adopted at the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Devel opnent (see A/ CONF. 151/26/Rev.1/(vol. 1), resolution I, annex 1),

chapter 24 concerns "d obal action for wonen towards sustainable and equitable
devel opnent". This chapter is part of one of the five cross-sectoral clusters
whi ch the Comm ssion on Sustainabl e Devel opnent adopted, at its first
substantive session, for annual reviewin its nulti-year thematic progranme of
work through 1997. At its third session, in 1995, the Conmi ssion, in view of
t he convening of the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen, stressed the central role
pl ayed by wonen in creating appropriate conditions for sustainable devel opnment
and invited that Conference to fully include the need for sustainable

devel opnent in its deliberations.

9. The Vi enna Decl arati on and Programe of Action (see A/ CONF. 157/24 (Part 1),
chap. I11), adopted by the Wrld Conference on Human Ri ghts, contains a nunber
of references to the status of wonen. The chapter on "Equality, dignity and

tol erance" has a specific section devoted to "The equal status and human rights
of wormen". In paragraph 44 of this section it is urged that human rights of
wonmen shoul d play an inportant role in the deliberations of the Fourth Wrld
Conference on Wnen. Under its sub-itementitled "Alternative approaches and
ways and neans within the United Nations systemfor inproving the effective

enj oynment of human rights and fundanental freedons", the Comm ssion on Human

Ri ghts has been addressing the issue of human rights of wonmen for a nunber of
years. Mst recently, at its fifty-first session (see E/ 1995/23), the
Commi ssi on adopted resolutions on "The elimnation of violence agai nst wonmen"
(resolution 1995/85) and on the "Question of integrating the human rights of
wonmen into the human rights mechanisms of the United Nations" (resolution

1995/ 86), both of which address, inter alia, the Fourth Wirld Conference on
Wnen and the Conm ssion on the Status of Wnen. In addition, the Conmm ssion

al so adopted resolutions on "Viol ence agai nst wonmen ni grant workers” (resolution
1995/20) and on "Traffic in wonmen and girls" (resolution 1995/ 25), both of which
draw partly on the International Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opment and
address, inter alia, the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen and the Conmi ssion on
the Status of Wnen.

10. Advanci ng gender equality and equity and the enpowernent of wonen are
i nportant ends of the Programme of Action adopted at the Internationa
Conf erence on Popul ati on and Devel opnent (see A/ CONF.171/13, chap. |
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resolution 1). They are also recognized as essential conditions for achieving
popul ati on and devel opment objectives and the overall goal of sustainable

devel opnent. Chapter IV of the Programe of Action contains a nunber of actions
to enpower wonmen and to elimnate discrimnation against the girl child and

i nprove her welfare. The Programme of Action underscores the roles of nmen in
pronoti ng gender equality. A working group on wonen's enpower ment was
established by the task force on the inplenentation of the Programre of Action
Gender aspects are to receive special enphasis when, within the context of its
nmul ti-year programre of work, (see E/1995/27, annex |), the Comm ssion on
Popul ati on and Devel opnent revi ews the thenme of reproductive rights and
reproductive health in 1996, the thene of international migration in 1997, and
the theme of health and nortality in 1998. Relevant aspects will also be

consi dered in the 1999 exami nation of popul ation growth, structure and
distribution. 1In reviewi ng the work programe for 1996-1997, the Comm ssion on
Popul ati on and Devel opnent noted that it was to take into account, inter alia,
the outcone of the Fourth World Conference on Wrnen.

11. Commitrment 5 of the World Sunmit for Social Devel opnent (see A/ CONF. 166/ 9,
chap. I, resolution 1) calls for equality and equity between nmen and women and
for recogni zi ng and enhancing the participation and | eadership of wonen in all
aspects of life and devel opnent. Specific nmeasures for gender equality are
cont ai ned t hroughout the Programme of Action. The work of the Conm ssion on
Soci al Devel opment on the world social situation, on ol der persons, disabled
persons and youth, or in the context of the international year of the famly, is
closely related to the status of wonen. For exanple, the Wrld Progranmre of
Action for Youth to the Year 2000 and Beyond (see A/50/728) has a section on
girls and young wonen. The report of the United Nations Research Institute for
Soci al Devel opnent reviewed by the Conmission in 1995 contai ned a section on

i ntegrating gender into devel opment policies. At its special session to be held
in 1996, the Conm ssion on Social Devel opment is to decide upon its nulti-year
thematic programme of work to the year 2000 for the review of the Sunmmt.

12. The Joint inspection Unit devoted a report to the fiftieth session of the
General Assenbly to "Advancenent of women through and in the programes of the
United Nations system what happens after the fourth Wrld Conference on Wnen"
(A/50/509). The General Assenbly will exam ne some of its recomendations for
nmaki ng the systenis gender programes nore effective in the future. D scussions
of gender issues at the coordination segnent of the Council mght contribute to
i mpl ement ation of this objective.

13. As this brief review shows, apart from being addressed prom nently in
recent conferences, this issue is being addressed in a variety of ways and from
di fferent perspectives both at the intergovernnmental and inter-agency |evels.

It would therefore seem appropriate for the Council to consider how best to
coordinate all these efforts to optim ze results and m nimze overl appi ng
actions. It would also be tinely for the Council to address this thenme as part
of the followup to the Beijing Conference.



