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The Ceneral Assenbly,

Bearing in mind that one of the purposes of the United Nations, as set
forth in the Charter, is the achievenent of international cooperation in solving
i nternational problens of an econonic, social, cultural or humanitarian
character and in pronoting and encouragi ng respect for human rights and
fundanmental freedons for all without distinction as to race, sex, |anguage or
religion,

Recalling its resolutions 48/ 163 of 21 Decenber 1993 and 49/214 of
23 Decenber 1994 on the International Decade of the Wrld' s Indi genous Peopl e,
and Commi ssion on Human Ri ghts resolution 1995/28 of 3 March 1995, 1/

Recalling also that the goal of the Decade is to strengthen internationa
cooperation for the solution of problens faced by indi genous people in such
areas as human rights, the environment, devel opment, education and health, and
that the theme of the Decade is "Indigenous people: partnership in action”

Recogni zi ng the inmportance of consultation and cooperation wth indi genous
peopl e in planning and inpl enenting the programme of activities for the Decade,

1/ Oficial Records of the Econom c and Social Council, 1995, Suppl emrent
No. 3 (E/1995/23 and Corr.1 and 2), chap. 11, sect. A
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the need for adequate financial support fromthe international conmunity,
i ncluding support fromw thin the United Nati ons and the specialized agenci es,
and the need for adequate coordination and comuni cation channel s,

Recalling its invitation to organizati ons of indigenous people and other
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons concerned to consider the contributions they can
make to the success of the Decade, with a view to presenting themto the WrKking
G oup on Indigenous Popul ati ons

Taki ng note of Economic and Social Council decision 1992/255 of
20 July 1992, in which the Council requested United Nations bodies and
speci al i zed agencies to ensure that all technical assistance financed or
provi ded by themwas conpatible with international instrunents and standards,
and encouraged efforts to pronmote coordination in this field and greater
participation of indigenous people in the planning and inplenentation of
projects affecting them

M ndful of the rel evant recommendati ons of the Wrld Conference on Human
Ri ghts, the United Nations Conference on Environment and Devel opnment, the
I nternati onal Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent, the Fourth Wrld
Conf erence on Wnen and the Wrld Sunmt on Social Devel opment, and of the
Decl arati on on the Cccasion of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the United
Nati ons, 2/

Recogni zi ng the value and diversity of the cultures and fornms of socia
organi zati on of indi genous people, and convinced that the devel opnent of
i ndi genous people within their countries will contribute to the soci o-econom c,
cultural and environmental advancenent of all the countries of the world,

1. Takes note of the final report of the Secretary-CGeneral on a
conpr ehensi ve progranme of action for the International Decade of the Wrld's
I ndi genous Peopl e and the annexes to that report; 3/

2. Deci des to adopt the programme of activities for the Decade contained
in the annex to the present resolution

3. Al so decides that the programme of activities for the Decade may be
revi ewed and updated throughout the Decade and that at the m d-point of the
Decade the Economic and Social Council and the General Assenbly should review
the results of the activities to identify obstacles to achi evenent of the goals
of the Decade and to reconmend sol utions for overcom ng those obstacl es;

4. Affirns as a major objective of the Decade the adoption by the Cenera
Assenbly of a declaration on the rights of indigenous peopl e;

5. Wl cones the establishment of an open-ended inter-sessional Wrking
G oup of the Conmi ssion on Human Rights with the sol e purpose of elaborating a

2/ Resol uti on 50/ 6.

3/ A/ 50/ 511.



A/ C. 3/50/L. 30
Engl i sh
Page 3

draft declaration, considering the draft contained in the annex to resolution
1994/ 45 of 26 August 1994 of the Subconm ssion on Prevention of Discrimnation
and Protection of Mnorities, entitled "Draft United Nations declaration on the
ri ghts of indi genous peoples", for consideration and adoption by the Genera
Assenbly within the Decade;

6. Al so wel cones the decisions of the Econom c and Social Council to
approve the participation of some organi zati ons of indi genous people in the
open-ended inter-sessional Wrking Goup, and encourages the continuing
cooperation of the Econom c and Social Council, the Conmttee on
Non- gover nnental Organi zations and the Centre for Human Rights of the
Secretariat in processing further applications as a matter of priority in accord
with the relevant resolutions of the Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts and the Econonic
and Soci al Council;

7. Recogni zes anong the inportant objectives of the Decade the
consi deration of the possible establishnment of a permanent forum for indi genous
people within the United Nations, as recomended in the Vienna Declaration and
Programe of Action, adopted by the Wrld Conference on Human Rights, held at
Vienna from14 to 25 June 1993, 4/ and wel cones the report of the workshop on
t he possi bl e establishnent of a permanent forum for indigenous people held at
Copenhagen from 26 to 28 June 1995 5/ and the ongoi ng di al ogue on this subject;

8. Recommends that the Secretary-CGeneral, drawing on the expertise of the
Conmmi ssion on Human Rights as well as the Conm ssion for Sustainabl e Devel opnent
and ot her rel evant bodies, undertake a review, in close consultation with
Governments and taking into account the views of indigenous people, of the
exi sting nechani sns, procedures and programres within the United Nations
concer ni ng i ndi genous people, and report to the General Assenbly at its fifty-
first session;

9. Al so recommends that the Conmm ssion on Human Rights, drawi ng on the
results of the review and the Copenhagen wor kshop, consider the convening of a
second wor kshop on the possible establishment of a permanent forum for
i ndi genous people with the participation of independent experts as well as
representatives of CGovernnments, organizations of indigenous people and other
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons concerned and United Nations bodies and
speci al i zed agenci es;

10. Recogni zes the inportance of strengthening the human and institutiona
capacity of indigenous people to develop their own solutions to their problens
and, for these purposes, recommends that the United Nations University consider
the possibility of sponsoring, in each region, one or nore institutions of
hi gher education as centres of excellence and the diffusion of expertise, and
invites the Comm ssion on Human Rights to recommend appropri ate means of
i mpl enent ati on;

4/ A CONF.157/24 (Part 1), chap. I11I.

5/ E/ CN. 4/ Sub. 2/ AC. 4/ 1995/ 7 and Add. 1-3.
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11. Recommends that special attention be given to inproving the extent and
ef fecti veness of the participation of indigenous people in planning and
i npl enenting the activities for the Decade, including through the recruitnent,
where appropriate, by relevant United Nations bodi es and specialized agencies of
staff from anpbng indi genous nationals of Menber States, consistent with
Article 101 of the Charter of the United Nations and within existing resources
and staff |evels;

12. Recommends that the Secretary-General

(a) Request United Nations representatives in countries where there are
i ndi genous people to pronmote, through the appropriate channels, greater
participation of indigenous people in the planning and inplenentation of
projects affecting them

(b) Ensure coordinated followup to the reconmendati ons concer ni ng
i ndi genous peopl e of relevant world conferences, nanely the Wrld Conference on
Human Rights, the United Nations Conference on Environment and Devel opnent, the
I nternational Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opnent, the Fourth Wrld
Conference on Wnen and the World Summit for Social Devel opnent;

(c) Urge relevant United Nations conferences to pronote and facilitate to
the extent possible and as appropriate the effective i nput of the views of
i ndi genous peopl €;

(d) Ensure that information about the programme of activities for the
Decade, and opportunities for indigenous people to participate in those
activities, is dissemnated in all countries and to the greatest possible extent
i n indigenous |anguages, to be financed fromw thin existing budgetary
r esour ces;

(e) Report on progress made at the national, regional and internationa
I evel s in acconplishing these objectives to the General Assenbly at its fifty-
first session;

13. Requests the United Nations H gh Conm ssioner for Human Rights to
pronmote the objectives of the Decade, taking into account the special concerns
of indigenous people, in the fulfilment of his functions;

14. Requests the Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights, in his
capacity as Coordi nator of the Decade, bearing in mnd the contribution that
i ndi genous peopl e have the capacity to nake, to establish, wthin existing
resources, a unit within the Centre for Human Ri ghts, including indigenous
persons, to support its activities related to indigenous people, in particular
to plan, coordinate and inplenent activities for the Decade;

15. Invites the Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights to consider
t he appoi ntnent of a fund-raiser who could devel op new sources of funding for
t he Decade;

16. Requests the Administrative Commttee on Coordination, through its
i nter-agency process, to consult and coordinate on the Decade, with a viewto

/...
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assisting the Coordi nator of the Decade to fulfil his function, and to report on
activities of the United Nations systemin relation to the Decade to the Genera
Assenbly in each year of the Decade;

17. lnvites the United Nations financial and devel opnent institutions,
operational programres and specialized agencies, in accordance with the existing
procedures of their governing bodies:

(a) To give increased priority and resources to inproving the conditions
of indigenous people, with particul ar enphasis on the needs of those people in
devel opi ng countries, including by the preparation of specific programes of
action for the inplenentation of the goals of the Decade, within their areas of
conpet ence

(b) To launch special projects, through appropriate channels and in
col I aboration with indigenous people, for strengthening their community-I|eve
initiatives, and to facilitate the exchange of information and expertise anbng
i ndi genous peopl e and ot her rel evant experts;

(c) To designate focal points for coordination with the Centre for Human
Ri ghts of activities related to the Decade

18. Enphasizes the inportant role of international cooperation in
promoting the goals and activities of the Decade and the rights, well-being and
sust ai nabl e devel opnent of indi genous peopl e;

19. Al so enphasizes the inportance of action at the national |evel to the
i npl enentati on of the goals and activities of the Decade;

20. Encourages Governnents to support the Decade by:
(a) Contributing to the United Nations Trust Fund for the Decade;

(b) Preparing rel evant programres, plans and reports in relation to the
Decade, in consultation w th indi genous peopl e;

(c) Seeking neans, in consultation with indigenous people, of giving
i ndi genous people greater responsibility for their own affairs and an effective
voice in decisions on matters which affect them

(d) Establishing national commttees or other nechani sns invol ving
i ndi genous people to ensure that the objectives and activities of the Decade are
pl anned and i npl emented on the basis of full partnership w th indi genous peopl e;

21. Al so encourages Governnents to consider contributing, as appropriate,
to the Fund for the Devel opnent of Indigenous Peoples of Latin Anerica and the
Cari bbean, in support of the achievenent of the goals of the Decade;

22. Appeals to Governnments and intergovernnmental and non-government a
organi zations to support the Decade by identifying resources for activities
designed to i nmplenent the goals of the Decade, in cooperation wth indigenous
peopl e;
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23. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-first
session the itementitled "Progranme of activities of the International Decade
of the Worl d's Indi genous Peopl e"

ANNEX

Programme of activities for the International Decade of the
World's I ndi genous People

A. (bjectives

1. Taki ng i nto account General Assenbly resolution 48/ 163 of 21 Decenber 1993,
the main objective of the International Decade of the Wbrld' s I ndi genous Peopl e
is the strengthening of international cooperation for the solution of problens
faced by indi genous people in such areas as human rights, the environnent,

devel opnent, health, culture and education

2. The specialized agencies of the United Nations system and ot her

i nternational and national agencies, as well as conmunities and private
enterprises, should devote special attention to devel opnment activities of
benefit to indi genous communities.

3. A maj or objective of the Decade is education of indigenous and
non- i ndi genous soci eties concerning the situation, cultures, |anguages, rights
and aspirations of indigenous people. |In particular, efforts should be nade to

cooperate with the United Nations Decade for Human Ri ghts Educati on.

4. An obj ective of the Decade is the pronotion and protection of the rights of
i ndi genous people, and their enpowernent to nake choices that enable themto
retain their cultural identity while participating in national, econom c and
social life, with full respect for their cultural values, |anguages, traditions
and forns of social organization

5. An objective of the Decade is to further the inplenentation of the
reconmendati ons pertaining to indigenous people of all high-level internationa
conferences, including the United Nati ons Conference on Environment and

Devel opnent, the World Conference on Human Rights, in particular its
reconmendati on that consideration be given to the establishment of a permanent
forum for indigenous people in the United Nations system the United Nations
Conference on Popul ati on and Devel opment and the World Summt for Socia

Devel opnent as well as all future high-1evel neetings.

6. An obj ective of the Decade is the adoption of the draft "United Nations
decl aration on the rights of indigenous peoples" and the further devel opnent of
international standards as well as national |egislation for the protection and
pronotion of the human rights of indigenous people, including effective neans of
noni toring and guaranteeing those rights.

7. The objectives of the Decade should be assessed by quantifiabl e outcones
that will inmprove the lives of indigenous people and that can be eval uated
hal fway through the Decade and at its end.
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B. Activities to be undertaken by the major actors
1. United Nations observances
8. A formal observance each year on the International Day of the Wrld's

I ndi genous Peopl e, in New York, Geneva and other offices of the United Nations.
9. O ficial observance of the Decade as part of the Fourth W rld Conference on
Wbrren, the United Nations Conference on Human Settlenments (Habitat 11) and ot her
international conferences related to the ainms and thenes of the Decade.

10. Issuance of a special series of stanps by the United Nations Posta

Admi ni stration highlighting the goals and thenes of the Decade.

2. Activities of the Coordinator and the Centre for Human Ri ghts

11. Establish, as a matter of urgency, an adequately staffed and resourced
i ndi genous people's unit.

12. Request Covernments to second qualified indigenous people, in consultation
with interested national indigenous organizations, to assist in the
admi ni stration of the Decade.

13. Create a fellowship programre, in collaboration with the Advisory Services
of the Centre for Human Rights of the Secretariat and Governnents, to assi st

i ndi genous people wi shing to gain experience in the different branches of the
Centre, and in other parts of the United Nations system Such fellowships m ght
be avail abl e for indigenous research and other simlar activities.

14. Qpen a roster of indigenous experts in various fields who mght be
avail abl e to assist United Nations agencies, in collaboration with Governments
as appropriate, as partners or consultants.

15. Create an advisory group of persons with rel evant know edge of indi genous
i ssues, acting in their personal capacity, to advise the Coordinator for the
Decade and United Nations organi zations, at their request. The nenbers of this
advi sory group could include em nent indigenous persons, government al
representatives, independent experts and officials of the specialized agencies.

16. Consider the need to hold coordination neetings of Governnents,

organi zations of the United Nations system and i ndi genous and non-gover nnent al
organi zati ons, as necessary, to consider, exam ne and eval uate Decade activities
and to develop an integrated, action-oriented strategy to advance the interests
of indigenous people. The Econom ¢ and Social Council should hold md-term and
end-termreviews of the Decade in accordance with its resolution 1988/63 of

27 July 1988. The Wirking G oup on Indigenous Popul ati ons shoul d revi ew
international activities undertaken during the Decade and receive information
from Governments on the inplenentation of the goals of the Decade in their
respecti ve countri es.
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17. Conpile, on the basis of comunications of the focal points in the United
Nati ons system a regular news-sheet containing informati on about neetings of
interest, major or innovatory projects, new sources of funding, policy

devel opnents and other news to be widely distributed.

18. Encourage the devel opnent of partnership projects in association with
Governnents to address specific regional or thematic issues bringing together
Governnents, indi genous people and appropriate United Nations agenci es.

19. Establish an information programe |inking the Coordinator to focal points
of the United Nations system national conmittees for the Decade and, through
appropriate channel s, indigenous networks; also devel op a database of indigenous
organi zations and other relevant information, in cooperation wth indigenous
peopl e, Governnents, academ c institutions and other rel evant bodies.

20. Organi ze neetings on relevant thenes of concern to indigenous people with
i ndi genous participation

21. Launch a series of publications on indigenous issues to informpolicy
nakers, opinion-fornmers, students and other interested people.

22. Develop, in collaboration with Governnents, training progranmres on human
rights for indigenous people, including the preparation of relevant training
materi al s, when possible in indigenous |anguages.

23. Establish a board of trustees or advisory group, including indigenous
people, to assist the Coordinator of the Voluntary Fund for the Internationa
Decade.

24. Encourage the devel opnent of projects and programes, in collaboration with
Governnents, and taking into account the views of indi genous people and the
appropriate United Nations agencies, for support by the Voluntary Fund for the
Decade.

25. Ensure, in coordination with Governnments and indi genous organizations, the
necessary neasures to guarantee financing of the objectives of the Decade.

3. United Nations public infornmation activities

26. Produce and dissem nate a series of posters on the Decade using designs by
i ndi genous artists.

27. Organize a lecture series at United Nations information centres and
canpuses linked to the United Nations University, using indigenous speakers.

28. Publish in indigenous | anguages the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts

i nternational human rights conventions and, upon its adoption, the United

Nati ons decl aration on the rights of indigenous people. Consider the use of
audi ovi sual material for this purpose. Consider also the involvenent of

i ndi genous experts and their own information networks to dissem nate information
about the Decade.
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29. Prepare, in collaboration with the Centre for Human Rights, information
about i ndi genous people for distribution to the general public.

4, (perational activities of the United Nations system

30. Establish focal points for indigenous issues in all appropriate
organi zations of the United Nations system

31. Adopt programmes of action for the Decade in the governing bodies of
speci al i zed agencies of the United Nations systemin their own fields of
conpetence, in close cooperation w th indi genous peopl e.

32. Urge CGovernnments to ensure that the programmes and budgets of rel evant

i ntergovernmental organizations give priority and devote sufficient resources
for furthering the ainms of the Decade, and request that regular reports on the
action taken be submtted to the governing body or executive council of each
organi zati on.

33. Prepare, publish and dissem nate a nmanual containing practical information
for indi genous people on the operations and procedures of United Nations
agenci es.

34. Devel op research on the soci o-econonic conditions of indigenous people, in
col  aboration with indigenous organi zations and other appropriate partners, with
a view to publishing regular reports in order to contribute to the solution of
probl ens faced by indi genous people, taking into account paragraph 6.26 of the
Programe of Action of the International Conference on Popul ati on and

Devel opnent, held at Cairo from5 to 13 Septenber 1994. 6/

35. Encourage CGovernments to establish appropriate mechani snms and practices to
ensure the participation of indigenous people in the design and inplenmentation
of national and regional programres of concern to them

36. Hold regular inter-agency consultations, in collaboration with Governnents
and i ndi genous people, to exchange views and devel op strategies on the programe
of action for the Decade.

37. Hold consultations with Governments to examine, with national comittees
and devel opnent agencies, possibilities of cooperation in the activities of the
Decade.

38. Develop training materials for indigenous people on human rights, including
the translation of the main international instruments into different indigenous
| anguages, and give themw de distribution. Consider the possibility of using
radi o progranmes in order to gain access to indigenous conmunities not having
witten | anguages.

6/ A/ CONF. 171/ 13, chap. I, resolution 1, annex.
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39. Prepare a database on national |egislation on matters of particul ar
rel evance to indi genous peopl e.

40. Hold consultations of all interested parties on the themes of human rights,

devel opnent, the environment, health and education, and culture, with a viewto
el aborating programmes in these areas.

5. Activities of regional organizations

41. I nplenment existing and devel op new regi onal programes of action to pronote
and support the objectives of the Decade.

42. Hold regional neetings on indigenous issues with existing regiona

organi zations with a view to strengtheni ng coordi nation, taking advantage of the
machi nery of the United Nations system and pronoting the direct and active
participation of indigenous people of the different regions in collaboration

wi th Governnents. The Wirking G oup on Indigenous Popul ati ons coul d consi der
the possibility of holding its sessions in conjunction with these neetings.

43. Develop training courses and technical assistance programes for indigenous
peopl e in areas such as project design and managenent, environnment, health and
education, and pronote the exchange of skills and experiences of indigenous
people fromdifferent regions.

44, Make funds available at the regional level to activities benefiting
i ndi genous peopl e.

45. Encourage regional organizations to draw up regional instruments for the

pronotion and protection of indigenous people in the franework of their own
structures, and pronmbte existing regional instruments.

6. Activities of Menber States

46. Establish national commttees for the Decade or simlar nechanisns, to

i ncl ude i ndi genous people, all relevant departnments and other interested parties
duly convened by Governnents, to nobilize public support for the various
activities connected with the Decade.

47. Intensify coordination and conmuni cation at the national |evel between

rel evant ministries, agencies and regional and |ocal authorities by establishing
focal points or other nechanisns for coordi nati on and di ssem nati on of

i nformation.

48. Use part of the resources of existing programmes and of internationa
assistance for activities of direct benefit to indigenous people and, where
possi bl e, provide additional funds for specific activities.

49. Develop, in collaboration with indi genous comunities, national plans for
t he Decade, including main objectives and targets, fixing quantitative outcones
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and taking into account the need for resources and possible sources of
fi nanci ng.

50. Provide adequate resources for indigenous institutions, organizations and
comunities to develop their own plans and actions according to their own
priorities.

51. Adopt neasures, in cooperation wth indigenous people, to increase

know edge, starting at the el enentary-school level and in accord with the age
and devel opnent of school children, concerning the history, traditions, culture
and rights of indigenous people, with special enphasis on the education of
teachers at all levels, and adopt neasures to restore indigenous place nanes.

52. Consider ratification and inplenmentation of |International Labour

Organi zati on Convention (No. 169) on | ndi genous and Tri bal Peoples and ot her

i nternational and regional instruments in close consultation with the indigenous
organi zati ons of each country.

53. Recogni ze the existence, identity and rights of indi genous peopl e through
constitutional refornms or the adoption of newlaws to inprove their |egal status
and guarantee their territorial, economc, social, cultural, political and civi
ri ghts.

54. I nplenent chapter 26 of Agenda 21, 7/ adopted by the United Nations

Conf erence on Environment and Devel opnment, and the rel evant provisions of the
Convention on Biological Diversity, the Vienna Declaration and Programe of
Action, 4/ the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Popul ation
and Devel opnent, 6/ the Programme of Action of the Wrld Summt for Socia

Devel opnent 8/ as well as the rel evant provisions of future high-1eve

conf erences.

7. Activities of organizations of indigenous people

55. Establish an information network which can be Iinked to the Coordinator and
facilitate comunications between the United Nations system relevant
government al departments and i ndi genous comunities.

56. I ndi genous organi zations and international indigenous networks should
develop information for |ocal comunities concerning the goals of the Decade and
the activities of the United Nations.

7/ Report of the United Nations Conference on Environnent and
Devel opnent, Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992 (A/ CONF.151/26/Rev.1 (Vol. I,
Vol . I/Corr.1, Vol. Il, Vol. Ill and Vol. I11/Corr.1) (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8 and corrigenda), vol. |I: Resolutions Adopted by
the Conference, resolution 1, annex II

8/ A/ CONF. 166/ 9, chap. |, resolution I, annex 11
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57. Establish and support indigenous schools and university-level institutions
and col l aborate with the relevant United Nations agencies; participate in the
revi sion of school texts and the contents of programes of study in order to
elimnate discrimnatory content and pronote the devel opnent of indi genous

cul tures and, where appropriate, in indigenous |anguages and scripts; devel op

i ndi genous curricula for schools and research institutions.

58. Create docunentation centres, archives and in situ nuseuns concerning

i ndi genous people, their cultures, |laws, beliefs and values, with material that
could be used to informand educate non-indi genous people on these matters.

I ndi genous peopl e should participate on a preferential basis in the

admi ni stration of these centres.

59. Establish and pronote networks of indigenous journalists and |aunch
i ndi genous periodicals at the regional and international |evels.

60. Indigenous people may transnit to Governnents, the United Nations and its
speci al i zed agenci es and regi onal organi zations their views on the programes
concerning their priority rights.

8. Activities of non-governnental organizations and other
interested parties, including education establishments,
the nedi a and busi ness

61. Cooperate with indigenous organi zati ons, conmunities and people in the
pl anning of activities for the Decade.

62. Non-governmental organizations working with indi genous people should
i nvol ve indi genous people in their activities.

63. Create radio and television centres in indigenous regions when appropriate
and in accordance with national |egislation to provide information on the

probl ens and proposal s of indigenous people and to inprove comrunications

bet ween i ndi genous communi ti es.

64. Pronote indigenous cultures with due respect for intellectual property

ri ghts through the publication of books, the production of conpact discs, and
the organization of various artistic and cultural events which enhance know edge
of and serve to devel op indigenous cultures and establish indigenous cultura

and document ation centres.

65. Involve different social and cultural groups in the activities planned for
t he Decade.



