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The role of the United Nations Devel opnent Fund for Wnen
in elimnating violence agai nst wonen

The CGeneral Assenbly,

Wl coming the Beijing Declaration and Platformfor Action 1/ which called
for the prevention and elimnation of all forms of violence agai nst wonen and
girls, and the promotion and protection of all human rights of wonen and girls,
stressing that acts or threats of violence, whether occurring within the hone or
in the community or perpetrated or condoned by the State, instilled fear and
insecurity in wonmen's lives and were obstacles to the achi evement of equality,
devel opnent and peace,

Recalling that the Platformfor Action called for action to eradicate
vi ol ence against the girl child, recognizing that girls were nore vul nerable to
all kinds of violence,

1/ A/ CONF. 177/ 20, chap. 1.
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Recalling also that the Vienna Declaration and Progranme of Action 2/
affirmed that gender-based violence and all fornms of sexual harassment and
expl oitation, including those resulting fromcultural prejudice and
international trafficking, were inconpatible with the dignity and worth of the
human person and nust be el i m nated,

Recalling further its resolution 48/ 104 of 20 Decenber 1993, proclaim ng
the Decl aration on the Elimnation of Violence agai nst Wnen, which recogni zed
t hat viol ence agai nst wonen violated and inpaired or nullified the enjoynent by
worren of human rights and fundanental freedons,

Recogni zi ng the inmportance of the effective inplenentation of the
Convention on the Elimnation of Al Fornms of Discrimnation agai nst Wnen

Enphasi zi ng the need for full inplenmentation by Governments and conmunity
organi zati ons, non-governnental organizations, educational institutions, and the
public and private sectors, as appropriate, of the nmeasures set out in the
Beijing Declaration and Platformfor Action

Urging that Governnents all ocate adequate resources within their budgets
and nobilize conmmunity resources for activities related to the elimnation of
vi ol ence agai nst wonen, including resources for the inplementation of plans of
action at all appropriate levels, as called for in paragraph 124 (p) of the
Platformfor Action,

Recal | i ng Econom ¢ and Soci al Council resolution 1995/27 of 24 July 1995,
in which the Council approved resolution 8 of the Ninth United Nations Congress
on the Prevention of Crinme and the Treatnent of O fenders concerning the
elimnation of violence agai nst wonen and urged the Commi ssion on Crinme
Prevention and Criminal Justice to continue to consider the elimnation of
vi ol ence agai nst wonen within its priority themes and within the training and
techni cal assistance efforts of the United Nations crine prevention and crimnm na
justice programe,

Recogni zi ng the inportance of cooperation with the Special Rapporteur of
t he Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts on viol ence agai nst wonen,

Reaffirm ng the inportance of developing a holistic and multidisciplinary
approach to the task of pronmoting fanmlies, communities and States that are free
fromviol ence agai nst wonen and affirm ng the need for coordi nated and
strengt hened international support for this approach

Recalling its resolution 48/ 107 of 20 Decenber 1993, in which it reaffirned
the catalytic role that the United Nations Devel opment Fund for Wnen has pl ayed
in facilitating the efforts of Governnments and non-governmental organizations at
the national and community |levels to support innovative activities that directly
benefit and enpower wonen, and in increasing opportunities and options for wonen
i n devel oping countries to participate nore effectively in the devel opment of
their countries, in line with national priorities,

2/ A/ CONF.157/24 (Part 1), chap. I11I.
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1. Reiterates its appreciation for the advocacy initiatives of the United
Nat i ons Devel opnent Fund for Wonen, including its contribution to and
participation in the followup of the Vienna Declaration and Programe of
Action, in particular with respect to efforts to conbat viol ence agai nst wonen
commends the Fund for its support of catalytic and innovative projects that
strengthen the national capacity to inprove the situation of women and takes
note, with appreciation, of the Platformfor Action which affirned that the Fund
had the mandate to i ncrease options and opportunities for wonen's econonic and
soci al devel opnent in devel oping countries by providing technical and financia
assistance to incorporate the wonen's dinension into devel opnent at all levels
and that it should review and strengthen, as appropriate, its work progranme in
the light of the Platformfor Action, focusing on wonen's political and economnic
enpower nent ;

2. Requests the Fund, as one of the operational bodies of the United
Nations, to take into account the need to strengthen its activities to elimnate
vi ol ence agai nst wonen as part of systemw de efforts of the United Nations
towards this goal, in accordance with the nmeasures set out in the Beijing
Decl aration and Platformfor Action and the Declaration on the Elimnination of
Vi ol ence agai nst Wonen, and focusing on activities, particularly at the nationa
and comunity levels, and calls on Menber States to pronpte cooperation with the
Fund to these ends;

3. Al so requests the Fund, in undertaking any relevant activities, to
cooperate closely with the rel evant organs and bodies of the United Nations, in
particul ar the Division for the Advancenent of W nen, the Special Rapporteur of
t he Conm ssion on Human Rights on viol ence agai nst wonen, the Centre for Human
Rights, the Crine Prevention and Crimnal Justice Branch, and the United Nations
Children's Fund, in order to ensure that its activities formpart of the system
wi de efforts of the United Nations to elimnate viol ence agai nst women;

4. Further requests the Fund to include in its regular reports
information regarding its activities to elimnate viol ence agai nst wonmen and
girls and provide such information to the Conm ssion on the Status of Wnen and
t he Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts

5. Requests the Adm nistrator of the United Nations Devel opnment
Programme, in consultation with the Secretary-Ceneral, as well as with the
rel evant organs and bodies of the United Nations, in particular the D vision for
t he Advancenent of Whnen, the Special Rapporteur of the Comm ssion on Hunman
Ri ghts on vi ol ence agai nst wonen, the Centre for Human Rights and the Crine
Prevention and Crimnal Justice Branch, to consider the possibility of
establishing a trust fund, within the existing mandate, structure and nanagenent
of the United Nations Devel opment Fund for Whnen, in support of national,
regi onal and international actions, including those taken by CGovernnments and
non- governnmental organi zations, to elimnate viol ence agai nst wonen;

6. Requests the Fund to include in its regular reports information on the

i npl enentati on of the present resolution and also to provide such information to
t he Conm ssion on the Status of Wnen and the Conm ssion on Human Ri ghts.



