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The Ceneral Assenbly,

Enphasi zi ng the universal character of the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea, 1/ its fundanental inportance for the naintenance and
strengt hening of international peace and security, as well as for the
sust ai nabl e use and devel opnent of the seas and oceans and their resources,

Considering that, in its resolution 2749 (XXV) of 17 Decenber 1970, it
procl ai ned that the seabed and ocean floor, and the subsoil thereof, beyond the
limts of national jurisdiction (hereinafter referred to as "the Area"), as well
as the resources of the Area, are the common heritage of nankind, and
consi dering al so that the Convention, together with the Agreement relating to
the I nplenentation of Part Xl of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea of 10 Decenber 1982, 2/ provides the reginme to be applied to the Area and
its resources,

1/ Oficial Records of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of
the Sea, vol. XVII (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.84.V.3), docunent
A CONF. 62/ 122.

2/ Resol uti on 48/ 263, annex.
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Recalling its resolution 49/28 of 6 Decenber 1994, on the | aw of the sea,
adopt ed consequent to the entry into force of the Convention on
16 Novenber 1994,

Aware of the inportance of the effective inplenmentation of the Convention
and its uniformand consistent application, as well as the growi ng need to
promote and facilitate international cooperation on the |aw of the sea and ocean
affairs at the gl obal, regional and subregional |evels,

Consci ous of the strategic inportance of the Convention as a framework for
nati onal, regional and global action in the marine sector, as recognized al so by
the United Nations Conference on Environnment and Devel opnent in chapter 17 of
Agenda 21, 3/

Recogni zi ng the inmpact on States of the entry into force of the Convention
and the increasing need, particularly of developing States, for advice and
assistance in its inplenentation in order to benefit thereunder

Noting the responsibilities of the Secretary-General and conpetent
i nternational organizations under the Convention, in particular pursuant to its
entry into force and as required by resol ution 49/28,

Reaffirm ng the inmportance of the annual consideration and review by the
Ceneral Assenbly of the overall devel opnents pertaining to the inplenentation of
the Convention, as well as of other devel opnents relating to the | aw of the sea
and ocean affairs,

Noting the decisions taken by States parties to the Convention to convene
meetings of States parties to deal with the initial budget and organizationa
and other related matters of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea
in preparation for its establishment and the election of its nmenbers, 4/ as well
as to prepare for and organi ze the election of the nenbers of the Comm ssion on
the Limts of the Continental Shelf,

Noting also that the Assenbly of the International Seabed Authority has
concluded its first session and has schedul ed two neetings of the Authority
for 1996, from 11 March for up to three weeks, if necessary, and from5 August
for up to two weeks, in Kingston, Jamaica, 5/

Noting further that the Assenbly of the Authority requested arrangenents
for the interimsecretariat of the Authority, authorizing the Secretary-Genera

3/ Report of the United Nations Conference on Environnent and

Devel opnent, Rio de Janeiro, 3-14 June 1992 (A/ CONF.151/26/Rev.1 (Vol. | and
Vol . I/Corr.1, Vol. II, Vol. Ill and Vol. I11/Corr.1)) (United Nations
publication, Sales No. E.93.1.8 and corrigenda), Vol. |I: Resolutions Adopted by

the Conference, resolution 1, annex ||

4/ SPLOS/ 4, para. 38.

5/ | SBA/A/L. 7/ Rev. 1, para. 35.
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to administer the interimsecretariat until the Secretary-CGeneral of the
Authority is able to assunme effectively the responsibility of the Authority's
secretariat, 6/

Recalling that the Agreement relating to the Inplenentation of Part X of
the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 Decenber 1982 provides
that the institutions established by the Convention shall be cost-effective, 7/
and recalling also that the neeting of States parties to the Convention deci ded
that this principle would apply to all aspects of the work of the Tribunal, 8/

Enphasi zi ng the i nportance of maki ng adequate provisions for the efficient
functioning of the institutions established by the Convention

1. Calls upon all States that have not done so to becone parties to the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea and to ratify, confirmformally
or accede to the Agreenent relating to the Inplenmentation of Part Xl of the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 Decenmber 1982 in order to
achi eve the goal of universal participation

2. Calls upon States to harnonize their national |legislation with the
provi sions of the Convention and to ensure the consistent application of those
provi si ons;

3. Reaffirns the unified character of the Convention

4. Recalls its decision to fund the budget for the admi nistrative
expenses of the Authority initially fromthe regul ar budget of the United
Nati ons, in accordance with the provisions of the Agreenent; 9/

5. Approves the provision by the Secretary-CGeneral of such services as
may be required for the two neetings of the International Seabed Authority to be
held in 1996, from 11 to 22 March and from5 to 16 August;

6. Approves al so the request of the Assenbly of the Authority to continue
the staff and facilities previously available to the Kingston Ofice for the Law
of the Sea as the interimsecretariat of the Authority, and authorizes the
Secretary-CGeneral to admnister the interimsecretariat until the Secretary-
Ceneral of the Authority is able to assune effectively the responsibility of the
Authority's secretariat;

6/ | SBA/AL.5 and | SBA/ A/ L.7/Rev. 1, para. 33.

7/ Resol uti on 48/ 263, annex: annex to the Agreenent, sect. 1, para. 2.
8/ SPLOS/ 4, para. 25 (e).

9/ Resol uti on 48/ 263, para. 8; ibid., annex: annex to the Agreenent,

sect. 1, para. 14.
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7. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to convene the neetings of States
parties to the Convention from4 to 8 March, from6 to 10 May and from 29 July
to 2 August 1996;

8. Notes with appreciation the progress made in practical arrangenents
for the establishnment of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, and
in preparations for the establishnment of the Conm ssion on the Limts of the
Continental Shelf;

9. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-Ceneral for the annua
conprehensive report on the |aw of the sea 10/ and the activities of the

Division for Ccean Affairs and the Law of the Sea of the Ofice of Lega
Affairs, in accordance with the provisions of the Convention and the nmandate set
forth in resolution 49/28;

10. Reaffirns the inportance of ensuring the uniform and consi stent
application of the Convention and a coordinated approach to its effective
i npl enent ati on, and of strengthening technical cooperation and financia
assi stance for this purpose, stresses once again the continuing inportance of
the Secretary-Ceneral's efforts to these ends, and reiterates its invitation to
t he conpetent international organizations and other international bodies to
support these objectives;

11. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to ensure that the institutiona
capacity of the Organi zati on adequately responds to the needs of States and
conpetent international organizations by providing advice and assi stance, taking
i nto account the special needs of devel oping countries;

12. Invites Menber States and others in a position to do so to contribute
to the further devel opnent of the fellowship progranme on the | aw of the sea and
trai ning and educational activities on the | aw of the sea and ocean affairs
established by the Assenbly in its resolution 35/116 of 10 Decenber 1980, and
advi sory services in support of effective inplenmentation of the Conventi on;

13. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to report to the Assenbly at its fifty-
first session on the inplenentation of the present resolution, in connection
wi th his annual conprehensive report on the |aw of the sea;

14. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its fifty-first
session the itementitled "Law of the sea"

10/ A/ 50/713.



