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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON
1. The tenth annual neeting on cooperation between the United Nations system

and the Organization of African Unity (QAU) was held at the Headquarters of the
Econom ¢ Conm ssion for Africa (ECA) in Addis Ababa from6 to 10 Novenber 1995.
The neeting was co-chaired by M. Lansana Kouyaté, United Nations Assistant
Secretary-Ceneral for Political Affairs, and M. Vijay Makhan, QAU Assi stant
Secretary-Ceneral for Econom ¢ Devel opnment and Cooperation

2. In his opening statement, M. Salim Ahned Salim Secretary-General of QAU,
noted the deep-rooted and special relations between QAU and the United Nations
system and stressed that the nmeeting should indicate ways of revitalizing such
cooperation and avoiding duplication of efforts. He said that the newrealities
and chal | enges that have energed in Africa should enhance the cooperation

bet ween the two organi zati ons and neke it nore action-oriented.

3. For his part, the Executive Secretary of ECA noted the initiatives taken by
the United Nations systemto reinforce its comtnment to Africa's devel oprent,
notably the special initiative on Africa. He underlined the useful ness of
renewal and reformto inprove Africa's soci o-econom c devel opnent and stressed
that the neeting should help build an effective partnership to serve Africa.

4. The Assistant Secretary-General for Political Affairs said that the link
bet ween peace, denocracy and devel opnent, as denonstrated in the
Secretary-Ceneral's report entitled "An Agenda for Peace", showed that peace was
a prerequisite for developnent. Internal conflicts and civil strife in Africa
continued to pose serious problens to regi onal peace and security and to
under m ne devel opment efforts. Since QAU had established a nechani smfor
conflict prevention and managenent, the two organi zati ons had cooperated to
pronote preventive diplonmacy as an instrument for peace. The neeting would
provide a good opportunity for defining the nodalities of cooperation between
the United Nations and QAU i n peace-building and conflict prevention, managenent
and resol ution.

[1. ORGAN ZATI ONAL MATTERS

A Participation

5. The neeting was attended by the foll owi ng organi zati ons and bodi es:

Organi zation of African Unity (QAU)

United Nations Secretari at

Econom ¢ Commi ssion for Africa (ECA)

United Nations Children's Fund (UN CEF)
United Nations Devel opnent Programe (UNDP)
United Nations Environnment Programre (UNEP)
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United Nations Popul ati on Fund ( UNFPA)

United Nations International Drug Control Programre (UNDCP)

Wirl d Food Programme (WFP)

United Nations Centre for Human Settlenments (Habitat)

Ofice of the United Nations H gh Commi ssioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
I nternational Labour Organization (ILO

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO
Wrld Health O gani zati on (VWHO

Wirl d Bank/ | nternational Finance Corporation

International Mnetary Fund (I M)

Uni versal Postal Union (UPU)

Worl d Meteorol ogi cal O gani zati on (WD)

United Nations Industrial Devel opment O ganization (UN DO

B. Agenda

The agenda of the neeting was as foll ows:
A Revi ew of the cooperation between the United Nations and QAU
B. Peace, security and denocracy:
1. Prevention and managenent of conflicts;
2. Denocratic transition in Africa
C Econom ¢ and soci al questions:

1. Report on the inplenmentation of the Treaty Establishing the
African Econom ¢ Comunity;

2. Report on the extraordi nary session of the Council of Mnisters
of QAU held at Cairo on 27 and 28 March 1995;

3. United Nations Systemw de Special Initiative for Africa;

4. Report on the inplenentation of the United Nati ons New Agenda for
t he Devel opment of Africa in the 1990s;

5. | npl enent ati on of Agenda 21

6. Human resources;
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7. Ref ugees, returnees and di spl aced persons;
8. Situation of the African child;
9. Popul ati on and devel oprent;
10. Wnen and devel opnent ;
11. Second I ndustrial Devel opnent Decade for Africa;
12. Second Transport and Communi cations Decade in Africa.
[11. CONCLUSI ONS AND RECOMVENDATI ONS
7. The neeting adopted the followi ng concl usions and recomendati ons:

A. Peace, security and denpcracy

8. The Organization of African Unity and the United Nations recognize the

i nportance of devel oping and maintai ning a culture of peace, tol erance and

har moni ous rel ati onships so as to contribute to the prevention of conflicts and
wars in Africa. To this end, they will strengthen and broaden their cooperation
in measures to prevent and resolve conflicts in Africa.

1. Prevention and managenent of conflicts

9. The QAU Mechani smfor Conflict Prevention, Managenent and Resol uti on has
recently upgraded its automated i nformation capability and is currently

devel opi ng a database to assist with early warning. Wth this capacity in

pl ace, the United Nations was requested to assist QAU in the establishment of an
early-warning or alert systemas well as a "situation centre"” simlar to that of
the United Nations. The support to QAU could be in the form of technica

assi stance and training of personnel, including staff exchange programmes,
designed to enhance its capability to collect, analyse and dissem nate
information, as well as to monitor and keep abreast with political devel opnents
and potential conflict situations in Africa. QAU and the United Nations should
al so cooperate in the exchange and coordi nation of information between their
respective early-warning systens, with a viewto preventing or mnimzing
duplication. It was proposed that a coordi nati ng mechani sm shoul d be
establ i shed between QAU and the United Nations systemto follow up on this
initiative.

10. Wien the need arises, joint QAU-United Nations fact-finding m ssions should
be nmounted and their tasks should include assessnent of existing and potentia
conflicts as well as nediation. For this purpose, it would be necessary to
identify and establish a common |ist of em nent persons who could be fielded for
such assi gnnments.
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11. Wil e acknow edging the primary responsibility of the United Nations for
peace-keeping, it was reconmended that the two organizations should establish
common gui del i nes and rul es of engagenment for joint operations in Africa where
necessary, with a viewto facilitating and strengthening the participation of
QAU in such matters. In this regard, QAU has envi saged the establishment of
peacenaki ng contingents and the linited depl oynent of observers which would
require logistical support fromthe United Nations.

12. The United Nations was requested to collaborate nore closely with QAU in
the latter's peacenaking initiatives in Africa and to assist in the nmobilization
of financial and |ogistical support for specific OAU peacenaking activities.

The United Nations was al so requested to assist QAU in strengthening the
institutional and operational capacity of its Conflict Managenent Division

t hrough hunman resources devel opnent, research activities, public awareness and
sensi tization canpai gns.

13. In the context of post-conflict peace-building, the United Nations and OAU
shoul d col | aborate in identifying, designing and inplenenting progranmmes of
rehabilitation and reconstruction, as well as programes to address the needs of
refugees, returnees, displaced persons, denobilized conbatants and ot hers
affected by conflict.

2. Denocratic transition in Africa

14. The Organization of African Unity and the United Nations shoul d cooperate
in pronmoting education for denocracy, human rights and freedomby jointly
organi zi ng sem nars, workshops and synposia, wth a viewto sensitizing policy
makers, the general public and national denocratic institutions to the val ues,
principles and practices of denocracy. |In order to consolidate the culture of
denocracy, freedom and human rights, the United Nations and QAU should jointly
nmobi | i ze resources to support denocratization

15. The United Nations was requested to support the QAU el ectoral unit in
enhancing its institutional capacity for assisting countries, upon request, in
their electoral processes. |n this context, both organizations shoul d cooperate
in such areas as the provision of |ogistics, exchange of information, joint
assessnent of the election exercise and other related activities. The two
organi zati ons shoul d al so devel op common criteria for the verification of

el ectoral processes and for debriefing and issuance of statenments relating to

el ectoral processes.

B. Econonic and social questions

1. I npl enentation of the Treaty Establishing the African
Econom ¢ Communi ty

16. The United Nations organi zati ons and bodi es shoul d cooperate with QAU in
preparing papers on key policy and sectoral issues for consideration by the
first session of the Econom c and Social Conm ssion of the African Econonic
Community. They were al so requested to cooperate with QAU in strengthening the

/...
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institutional, analytical and operational capacity of the regi onal economc
communities and in formulating specific progranmes to that end. Furthernore,
they were requested to cooperate with QAU in the preparation of protocols on
various aspects of the Treaty Establishing the African Econom ¢ Conmunity and in
the revi ew of existing protocols (including those on the regional econonic
comunities) and in the drafting of new protocols.

17. The neeting stressed the need to mount an effective and sustained publicity
canpai gn for the Treaty throughout Africa and called on all United Nations
organi zati ons and bodies to cooperate with QAU in drawing up strategies and
plans to that end. The strategies and plans should have in focus the different
target groups in African societies, including policy makers, professiona

associ ations, the private sector, workers, universities, youth, the nedia, etc.
that should be fully involved as chanpions and pronoters. The United Nations
organi zations and bodi es were requested to include in their progranmes for
African countries those aspects of the Treaty that would generate interest and
sensitize people.

18. The urgent need to strengthen the institutional, analytical and operationa
capacity of the QAU secretariat to enable it to cope with its additiona
responsibilities was stressed. Wrk on the structural reorganizati on of OAU
nmust be accel erated and conpleted early, in keeping with the requirenments of the
i mpl ement ati on process of the African Econonmic Conmunity. The United Nations
organi zati ons and bodi es shoul d support and assist QAU so as to facilitate an
expedi ti ous and successful conpletion of the task.

2. Extraordinary session of the Council of Mnisters of QAU
(Cairo, 27 and 28 March 1995)

19. It was noted that the inplenmentation of the Cairo Agenda for Action for

rel aunching Africa's econom c and soci al devel opnent, adopted by the Council of
M nisters of QAU at its extraordinary session of March 1995 and by the Assenbly
of Heads of State and Governnent at its thirty-first session

(AHG Res. 236 (XXXI')), was largely the responsibility of States at the nationa

| evel . However, QAU was asked to encourage its menbers to ensure consistency
between the Cairo Agenda and national policies and to nmake the Agenda the basis
for negotiations with nultilateral financial institutions, United Nations
organi zati ons and ot her devel opnent partners for econonic reform and devel opnent
programes. The specialized agencies were requested to provide support for the
i mpl ementation of the Cairo Agenda in their areas of conpetence.

20. In order to maxim ze the potential of the joint ECA QAU Afri can Devel opnent
Bank (ADB) secretariat in support of the Cairo Agenda, the neeting stressed the
need to put in place clear systens and procedures that would facilitate the task
of the joint secretariat, including delineation of functions and
responsibilities, adoption of a work plan, joint programm ng and coordi nation of
activities, etc.

21. United Nations systemw de support was requested to assist QAU in the
preparation of the African comon position on food security and agricultura
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devel opnent for the Wrld Food Sunmt to be convened by FAO from 13 to
17 Novenber 1996

3. United Nations Systemw de Special lnitiative
for Africa

22. The United Nations Secretary-CGeneral's Special Initiative for Africa was
reviewed by the Adm nistrative Commttee on Coordination in Cctober 1995, and it
was decided that the United Nations Systemw de Special Initiative for Africa
woul d be launched in early 1996. The Initiative will also contain a programe
on water supply and sanitation and one on food security. The United Nations
system shoul d contribute to the canpaign to launch the Initiative by nobilizing
political commtment and support.

23. ECA should el aborate and forward to QAU an informati on docunent regarding
the Initiative for the information of the neetings of the QAU Council of

M ni sters and Assenbly of Heads of State and Governnment, to be held in February
and June 1996, respectively. A workshop should al so be organi zed by ECA to
inform and sensitize QAU nenber States to this Initiative.

4. United Nations New Agenda for the Devel opnent
of Africa in the 1990s

24. The United Nations system and QAU shoul d undertake a sensitization and

i nformati on canmpaign with a view to increasing the awareness of African | eaders
and deci sion makers of the United Nati ons New Agenda for the Devel opnent of
Africa in the 1990s. QAU should actively participate in the foll owup and

nmoni toring of the inplenentation of the New Agenda, including in the conduct of
the md-termreview of its inplenentation in 1996.

25. QAU, the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opment (UNCTAD), the
Worl d Trade Organi zati on, UNI DO and ECA should organize sem nars to sensitize
the African business comunity, chanbers of comerce, manufacturers associations
and senior trade officials on the details of the Uuguay Round. OAU and UNCTAD
shoul d al so organi ze a seminar on commodity price risk managenment to famliarize
senior trade officials with techni ques of commodity risk managenent.

5. Ilnplenmentati on of Agenda 21

26. The United Nations organi zati ons were requested to support the QAU

Conf erence on Agenda 21 (to be preceded by preparatory activities at the

nati onal and subregional levels) and its public awareness sem nar/workshops on
trade and environnent. They were al so requested to assist QAU in sensitizing
African countries on the need to ratify the conventions on desertification,

bi ol ogi cal diversity and climte change.

27. UNIDO ECA, ADB, UNEP and other rel evant organizations or bodi es were
requested to intensify their assistance to African countries in carrying out
envi ronnental inpact assessnents of industrial investnment progranmes. UNHCR

l...



A/ 50/ 575/ Add. 1
Engl i sh
Page 8

UNEP and ot her rel evant bodi es were asked to assist host countries to carry out
envi ronnent al inpact assessnments of refugee situations and to design and
i npl enent progranmes to address any adverse inpact on the environnent.

28. The relevant United Nations organi zations were requested to support
education and training programes targeted on the youth in the areas of

envi ronnental protection, human settlenments, disaster managenent,
capacity-building etc., and to sponsor the participation of African youth at
forums dealing with those issues. They were al so requested to support OAU
regional institutions dealing with research on African traditional nedicines and
nedi ci nal plants.

6. Human resources

29. The neeting enphasi zed the need for designing and pronoting a human
resources devel opnent and traini ng package, including policy programes and

i npl enentation strategy as well as nonitoring and eval uati on mechani sms, and
call ed upon the United Nations organizations to cooperate with QAU in assisting
African countries in restructuring their educational curricula to make them nore
rel evant to their devel opnment needs and exploiting to the fullest the avail abl e
programes devel oped within the United Nations system pronoting free and

conmpul sory education for all children, especially girls and young wonen; and
promoti ng peace and civic education with a viewto making it a compul sory

subj ect within basic education curricul a.

30. The United Nations systemwas requested to support the efforts of OAU in
the fight against drug trafficking and juvenile delinquency, crinme prevention
and disability, and to assist QAU to enhance its capacity in those areas, as
well as in the pronmotion of enploynment. The organi zations were al so asked to
formul ate programes to strengthen the capacity of QAU for information-

gat hering, analysis and di ssem nation through the training of personnel; and to
reinforce information infrastructure and institutions, including the provision
of technical and financial assistance. Furthernmore, the United Nations

organi zati ons were asked to undertake with QAU and ot her rel evant African
institutions a feasibility study for the establishment of a United Nations/ QAU
i nter-agency centre for information exchange.

31. The United Nations organizations were requested to cooperate with OAU in
various other areas including:

(a) Pronotion of a culture of peace as a conplenent to and support for the
i mpl ement ati on of the QAU nechanism for conflict prevention, managerment and
resol ution;

(b) Extension of the concept of cultural devel opment and cul tura
di nensi on of devel opment through joint activities to consolidate the gains of
the Worl d Decade for Cultural Devel opment (1988-1997);

(c) Pronotion of science and technol ogy in QAU nenber States by teaching
science and technology at all levels of the education system
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(d) Strengtheni ng/ establishment of science and technol ogy infrastructure,
institutions and centres of excellence as well as encouraging the pursuit of
research for devel opnent;

(e) Creation of an enabling environment to retain African talents and to
reverse the brain drain;

(f) Developnent and inplenentation of science and technol ogy policies and
programes, including policies and progranmes that pronote the inflow of foreign
t echnol ogi es;

(g) Establishnent of a joint nechanismfor the inplenmentation and
nonitoring of recommendati ons of Audience Africa in the areas of education,
sci ence, culture and conmuni cation

(h) Holding in Septenber 1996 of an QAU senminar on the role of literacy in
the pronotion of gender equity to celebrate International Literacy Day.

7. Refugees, returnees and di spl aced persons

32. In their effort to strengthen cooperation, QAU and UNHCR shoul d devel op a
conprehensive strategy and plan of action with the foll owi ng objectives:

(a) To ensure that asylum and protection of refugees continue to be
granted in Africa through the ongoing pronotion of the basic principles of
asylum taking into account the legitimate interests of States and hosting
comunities;

(b) Gven the magnitude and conplexity of the refugee crisis in Africa, to
pl ace strong enphasis on durable solutions, notably voluntary repatriation of
refugees and voluntary return of internally displaced persons to their places of
resi dence;

(c) To reinforce their cooperation in the field of conflict prevention,
particularly as far as an early-warning nechanismis concerned;

(d) To take additional and vigorous initiatives to ensure that the
reconmendati ons of the Synposium on Refugees and Forced Popul ati on Movenents,
hel d at Addi s Ababa in Septenber 1994, and the Plan of Action adopted by the
Regi onal Conference on Assistance to Refugees, Returnees and Di spl aced Persons
in the Geat Lakes Region, held at Bujunmbura in February 1995, are effectively
i mpl ement ed;

(e) To devel op a nore conprehensive programme of assistance and support to
the host countries and comunities, taking into account the enornous burden
i nposed on and the synmptons of fatigue of the asylumcountries;

(f) To nobilize additional resources in favour of refugees from
non-traditional donors.
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33. QAU and UNHCR shoul d devel op and/ or strengthen the appropriate nmechani snms
to achi eve those objectives through inplenmentation of conprehensive strategies
and the Plan of Action. They should also review and update their basic
agreenent for cooperation signed in 1969 in order to reflect the current
situation in Africa.

34. United Nations organizations in collaboration with QAU, should continue to
gi ve necessary assistance to refugees, returnees and di spl aced persons and
support the efforts under way to pronote voluntary repatriation, particularly in
the Great Lakes region, and participate in the United Nations consolidated
appeal s and resource nobilization for refugees, returnees and di spl aced persons
in Africa. Al relevant United Nations organi zati ons shoul d continue to assi st
UNHCR and QAU in their efforts to address the special needs of refugee children
and wonen, in particular their education, training and enpl oynment needs.

8. Situation of the African child

35. The United Nations system shoul d assist African countries in the

i npl enent ati on of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, especially its

par agraphs on the rights of children in arnmed conflict, and in the signing and
ratification of the African Charter on the Rights and Wl fare of the Child. The
two organizations should al so cooperate in ensuring the full inplenmentation of

t he Consensus of Dakar, in particular as regards the safe and free passage of
humani tarian relief and aid to innocent victins, as well as in efforts to
establish days of tranquillity and zones and corridors of peace for children and
wonen.

36. QAU and UNI CEF shoul d cooperate in the creation of an award at the nationa
or regional |evel which will give due attention to the popul arization of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child and the African Charter on the Rights and
Wel fare of the Child and their full inplenentation by all countries; canpaigns
of social sensitization and nobilization for the age of children's enrolnent in
armes to be raised from15 to 18 years; and actions to sensitize Governnents to
people's plight and to shift fromthe purchase of arns to social services as a
neans of easing tensions and viol ence.

37. QAU and UNI CEF shoul d al so cooperate in the establishnent of a chain of
solidarity with children in arned conflict, as was done in the case of the
canpai gn agai nst apartheid. Al schools in QAU nenber States shoul d be
requested to devote a few mnutes every day to the sensitization of children to
the suffering of other children. The issue of debt relief for social services
benefiting children, especially in conflict-stricken areas, should be taken up
nore forcefully by QAU and UNI CEF with the assistance of all organizations
concerned. United Nations organi zati ons were requested to support all QAU
activities to elimnate malnutrition among school and out-of-school children

38. The QAU Secretary-General should include the Convention on the R ghts of
the Child and the African Charter in the agenda of the Chiefs of Staff Sem nar
on an early-warning systemfor conflict prevention, which the Council of
Mnisters of QAU, at its June 1995 session at Addis Ababa, decided to convene.
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39. UNI CEF should continue to cooperate with QAU with a viewto
institutionalizing an QAU bi ennial conference on the foll owup of the m d-decade
goals for the child. UN CEF and QAU shoul d continue the nobilization of
resources to achieve the decade's goals within the framework of the pronotion of
genui ne partnership to inprove the international econom c environment and

guar ant ee neani ngful devel opment for African children. UN CEF and WHO, in

col  aboration with OAU, should continue to identify priority actions to help
African children in difficult circunstances, including the protection of the
female child fromall forms of harnful traditional practices, particularly
practices such as genital nutilation, and early and forced marri ages.

9. Wnen and devel opnment

40. The United Nations organizations should support and cooperate with QAU in
the inplenentation of activities provided for in the Platformfor Action adopted
at the Fourth Wrld Conference on Wonen, held in Beijing in Septenber 1995.

10. Second Industrial Devel opnent Decade for Africa

41. The United Nations systemshould intensify its assistance to African
countries and organi zations in the inplenentation of the programre for the
Second I ndustrial Devel opnent Decade for Africa, and the Joint Conmttee of ECA
QAU and UNI DO on the Decade should report on the inplenentation of the present
recomendati on at the 1997 meeting on cooperation between the United Nations
system and QAU

42. The organi zations of the United Nations system including the Wrld Trade
Organi zati on, should cooperate with the QAU ECA/UNIDO joint conmttee in
studying the inplications of the Uruguay Round for African industry. United
Nati ons organi zati ons shoul d provi de assistance in strengthening the Industry
Di vi sion of the QAU secretari at.

43. The International Trade Centre UNCTAD GATT, ECA, UN DO and ot her rel evant
organi zations or bodies of the United Nati ons system shoul d cooperate with QAU
in organizing the Seventh All-Africa Trade Fair at Lagos in Novenber 1996. In
particular, UNIDO was called upon to cooperate in the organization of an

i nvestment forumduring the Fair.

11. Second Transport and Conmuni cati ons Decade in Africa

44. Relevant United Nations organizations shoul d endeavour to strengthen their
support for the inplenmentation of the programre for the Second Transport and
Conmuni cati ons Decade in Africa by providing technical assistance to the
activities of the programme; sensitizing Menber States to the need for adequate
nmobi | i zation of donestic financial resources for the inplenentation of the
programe; and sensitizing devel opnent partners to the need to inprove their
advocacy role and strengthen their financial assistance and support for the

pr ogr ame.
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G her matters

45. In the area of health, WHO and other relevant United Nations organizations
were requested to support QAU in its programres to alleviate the health probl ens
of women and children and to tackle other health problens facing the continent,
specifically focusing on the concrete actions contained in declarations on

H V/ Al DS (Dakar, 1992; Tunis, 1994); the Bamako Initiative; the African Regi ona
Nutrition Strategy (1993-2003); the Declaration on the African Plan of Action
concerning the situation of wonen in Africa in the context of famly health
(Addi s Ababa, 1995); Better Health in Africa initiative; and the Mnisterial
Conference on Malaria held at Ansterdamin 1992.

46. Priority should continue to be given to the provision of technical and
financial support in national AIDS programes in QAU nmenber States. Technica
support shoul d focus on sharing informati on about successful internationally
tested approaches to the prevention of H V/ AlDS/sexually transnmitted di sease and
to the provision of care and support to people with HV/ AIDS, as well as on

i nprovi ng national capacity to plan, inplenment and review activities and
programes. External financial support for priority activities nust continue,
especially for countries in greatest need, including inprovenent of the quality
and coverage of health education, surveillance, blood safety, sexually
transmtted di sease prevention and treatnent, and care of persons with H V/ Al DS
These activities should be supported by the provision of supplies and equi pnent
and | ocal subsidies for national training, the production of educationa
materials, the preparation of socio-behavioural studies and the encouragenent of
| ocal production of materials of surveillance and care of cases.

47. Relevant United Nations organi zations were al so requested to support the
VWHQO' Pl anni ng and Policy Coordination office based at Addis Ababa in order to
nmake it nore operational

48. United Nations organi zations and bodies were requested to report to the

next meeting on cooperation between the United Nati ons and QAU on the actions
t hey have taken to inplenment the recommendati ons set out above, as appropriate.



