UNITED
NATIONS A

General Assembly

Di str.
LI M TED

A C. 3/50/ L. 27
22 Novenber 1995

ORI G NAL: ENGLI SH

Fiftieth session
TH RD COVMM TTEE
Agenda item 107

ADVANCEMENT COF WOMEN
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N caragua, Peru and Philippines: draft resolution

Vi ol ence agai nst wonen m grant workers

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Recalling its resolutions 47/96 of 16 Decenber 1992, 48/ 110 of
20 Decenber 1993 and 49/ 165 of 23 Decenber 1994, as well as Comm ssion on the
Status of Worren resolutions 38/7 of 18 March 1994 1/ and 39/7 of 31 March
1995 2/ and Comm ssion on Human Rights resolution 1995/ 20 of 24 February
1995, 3/

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General, 4/

Taking note also, with concern, of the report of the Wrking Goup on
Cont enmporary Fornms of Slavery of the Subcomm ssion on Prevention of
Di scrimnation and Protection of Mnorities on its twentieth session, in
particular its observations with respect to the treatnment of mgrant workers,

1/ Oficial Records of the Econom c and Social Council, 1994, Suppl emrent
No. 7 (E/1994/27), chap. |, sect. C
2/ I bid., 1995 Supplenent No. 6 (E/ 1995/26), chap. I, sect. C

3/ I bid., Supplenent No. 3 (E/1995/23 and Corr.1 and 2), chap. II.
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Acknowl edging the prelimnary report of the Special Rapporteur of the
Conmmi ssi on on Human Ri ghts on viol ence agai nst wonen, its causes and its
consequences, 4/

Stressing that the pronotion of the human rights of wonen constitutes an
integral part of human rights activities of the United Nations, as reaffirmed in
the Vienna Decl arati on and Programme of Action, adopted in 1993 by the Wrld
Conf erence on Human Ri ghts, 5/

Affirm ng the Programme of Action of the International Conference on
Popul ati on and Devel oprment, held at Cairo from5 to 13 Septenber 1994, 6/ which
called upon all countries to take full measures to elimnate all forns of
expl oi tati on, abuse, harassnment and vi ol ence agai nst womnen,

Wl com ng the Decl aration and Programe of Action of the World Summt for
Soci al Devel oprment, held at Copenhagen from6 to 12 March 1995, 7/ which
decl ared that countries should take concrete nmeasures agai nst the exploitation
of mgrants,

Wl conming also the Declaration and Pl atform of Action of the Fourth World
Conference on Wnen, held at Beijing from4 to 15 Septenber 1995, 8/ which
recogni zed the vulnerability to violence and other forns of abuse of wonen
m grants, including women m grant workers, whose |legal status in the host
country depends on enpl oyers who nmay exploit their situations,

Noting the | arge nunmbers of wonen from devel oping countries and from sone
countries with economes in transition who continue to venture forth to nore
af fluent countries in search of a living for thenselves and their fanmlies, as a
consequence of poverty, unenploynent and ot her soci o-econom ¢ conditions, while
acknow edging the primary duty of States to work for conditions that provide
enpl oyment and security to their citizens,

Concerned by the continuing reports of grave abuses and acts of violence
conmitted agai nst the persons of wonmen migrant workers by sone enployers in sone
host countri es,

Encour aged by some measures adopted by sone receiving countries to
alleviate the plight of wonmen migrant workers residing within their areas of
jurisdiction,

Reiterating that acts of violence directed against wonen inpair or nullify
their enjoynent of their human rights and fundanental freedons,

5/ A/ CONF. 157/ 24 (Part 1), chap. I11.
6/ A/ CONF. 171/ 13, chap. I, resolution 1, annex.
7/ A/ CONF. 166/ 9, chap. |, resolution 1

8/ Report of the Fourth Wrld Conference on Whnen, Beijing.
4-15 Septenber 1995 (A/ CONF.177/20), chap. |, resolution 1
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1. Deternmines to prevent and elimnate all fornms of viol ence against
worren and girls;

2. Calls upon States Menbers of the United Nations to adopt neasures for
the effective inplenentation of the Declaration on the Elimnation of Violence
agai nst Wonen, 9/ including applying themto wonmen m grant workers, as well as
all relevant measures emanating fromrecent world conferences;

3. Encour ages Menber States to enact and/or reinforce penal, civil
| abour and administrative sanctions in donmestic |egislation to punish and
redress the wongs done to wonen and girls who are subjected to any form of
vi ol ence, whether in the home, the workplace, the comunity or society;

4. Al so _encourages Menber States to adopt and/or inplenment and
periodically to review and anal yse legislation to ensure its effectiveness in
el imnating viol ence agai nst wonen, enphasi zing the prevention of violence and
t he prosecution of offenders, and to take nmeasures to ensure the protection of
worren subjected to violence and that they have access to just and effective
renedi es, including conpensation and i ndemification and healing of victinms, and
for the rehabilitation of perpetrators;

5. Reiterates the need for States concerned, specifically the sending and
receiving States of wonmen mgrant workers, to conduct regular consultations for
t he purpose of identifying problemareas in pronoting and protecting the rights
of women m grant workers and ensuring health, |egal and social services for
them adopting specific neasures to address these problens, setting up, as
necessary, linguistically and culturally accessible services and nechanisns to
i npl enent these measures and, in general, creating conditions that foster
greater harnmony and tol erance between wonen nigrant workers and the rest of the
soci ety in which they reside

6. Further encourages Menber States to consider signing and ratifying or
acceding to the International Convention on the Protection of the Ri ghts of
M grant Workers and Menbers of Their Famlies, 10/ as well as the Sl avery
Convention of 1926;

7. Requests that the issue of violence against wonen nigrant workers be
i ncluded in the agenda of the inter-agency neeting that precedes the regul ar
session of the Conm ssion on the Status of Wnen;

8. Est abl i shes an Expert G oup, including the Special Rapporteur of the
Conmmi ssi on on Human Rights on viol ence agai nst wonen and under the advisory
service progranme of the Division for the Advancenment of Wnen of the
Secretariat, to submt recommendations for inproving coordination of the various
efforts of United Nations agencies on the issue of violence agai nst wonen
m grant workers, and to devel op concrete indicators as a basis for determning

9/ Resol uti on 48/ 104.

10/ Resolution 45/158, annex.
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the situation of wonen mgrant workers, for subm ssion to the General Assenbly
at its fifty-first session, through the Econom c and Soci al Council

9. Recommends to the United Nations Hi gh Conm ssioner for Human Ri ghts,
the Centre for Human R ghts of the Secretariat and the Special Rapporteur, as
well as all relevant bodies and programmes in the United Nations system to
i ncl ude anong the urgent issues in their respective agendas the issue of
vi ol ence perpetrated agai nst wonen migrant workers, and to submt reports
thereon to the General Assenbly;

10. Invites trade unions to support the realization of the rights of wonen
m grant workers by assisting themin organizing thensel ves so as to enabl e them
better to assert their rights;

11. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to report to the General Assenbly at
its fifty-first session on the inplenentation of the present resol ution,
i ncluding on reports received fromall authorities and bodies in the United
Nat i ons system Menber States, intergovernnental organizations and ot her
concer ned bodi es.



