UNITED
NATIONS A S

General Assembly Distr.
Security Council GENERAL

A/ 50/ 765
S/ 1995/ 967
17 Novenber 1995

ORI G NAL: ENGLI SH

GENERAL ASSEMBLY SECURI TY COUNCI L
Fiftieth session Fiftieth year
Agenda item 112 (b)
HUMAN RI GHTS QUESTI ONS:  HUMAN RI GHTS

QUESTI ONS, | NCLUDI NG ALTERNATI VE

APPROACHES FOR | MPROVI NG THE

EFFECTI VE ENJOYMENT OF HUMAN RI GHTS

AND FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOVS

Letter dated 17 Novenber 1995 from the Permanent
Representative of the United States of Anerica
to the United Nations addressed to the

Secret ary- General

| have the honour to transmit to you the text of a statenent issued on
10 Novenber 1995 by the Wite House, on behalf of President dinton, regarding
t he executions on 10 Novenber 1995 of nine environmental and human rights
activists in Nigeria (see annex). The trial, sentencing and execution of these
activists without benefit of due process of |aw denonstrates the rapidly
deteriorating human rights situation in Nigeria. |If this trend continues, the
tension and instability within N geria could have an effect on the peace and
security of the entire region.

| should be grateful if the text of the present letter and its annex coul d
be circulated as a docunent of the General Assenbly, under agenda item 112 (b),
and of the Security Council.

(Signed) Madel eine K. ALBRI GHT

95- 36166 (E) 171195 /...
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ANNEX

Statenent by the Press Secretary on 10 Novenber 1995

The United States strongly condemms the execution today of environnmenta
and human rights activist Ken Saro-Wwa and ei ght others accused of nurder in
May 1994. These executions denonstrate to the world the Abacha regine's
flaunting of even the nobst basic international norms and universal standards of
human ri ghts.

M. Saro-Wwa was a chanpion of the rights of his fell ow Ogoni people and a
worl d | eader in the struggle to preserve our environment. He was a
di stingui shed author, an Amesty International Prisoner of Conscience and the
reci pi ent of many international awards. The United States extends its sincere
condol ences to the famlies of those executed. Their deaths will be nourned
around the worl d.

The United States deplores the gravely flawed process by which
M. Saro Wwa and his associ ates were convi cted and executed. They were
condemed outside the traditional judicial systemand wthout regard for due
process. This latest action follows the 1 Cctober announcenent by the

Governnent of Nigeria of a transition to denbcracy that lacks credibility. In
addition, we have strongly condemmed the inposition of harsh sentences | ast
nonth on the alleged coup plotters. |In that case, a secret trial also denied

t he defendants due process.
In response to these actions, President dinton has deci ded:
To recall Anbassador Carrington from Lagos for consultations;

To protest the executions to the Nigerian Arbassador to the United States,
Zubair Mahmud Kazaure;

To ban the sale and repair of mlitary goods and services to N geria;

To extend our ban on visas, which currently prohibits the entry into the
United States of senior mlitary officers and senior government officials and
their famlies, to include also all mlitary officers and civilians who actively
formul ate, inplenment or benefit fromthe policies that inpede Nigeria's
transition to denocracy;

To ask his Anbassador to the United Nations, Madel eine Albright, to begin
consul tations i mmediately on appropriate United Nations neasures to condemn
t hese actions; and

Henceforth, to require N gerian government officials visiting the United
Nations or the international financial institutions to remain within 25 nmles of
t hose organi zati ons;

We will continue to oppose International Mnetary Fund | oans and credits
and debt relief for Nigeria.
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The United States reiterates its call on the N gerian | eadership to speed
the transition to denmocracy starting by releasing all political detainees
i medi ately and unconditionally. W again urge the N gerian Governnment to take

bold, credible steps to restore Nigeria pronptly to civilian denocratic rule,
and will keep additional neasures under review



