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. REPRESENTATI ON AND CREDENTI ALS

Conposition of del egations

Rule 1
The del egati on of each State participating in the Conference shall consist

of a head of del egation and such other representatives, alternate
representatives and advi sers as may be required.

Alternates and advi sers

Rule 2

The head of del egation may designate an alternate representative or an
adviser to act as a representative.

Subni ssion of credentials

Rule 3

The credentials of representatives and the nanes of alternate
representatives and advi sers shall be submitted to the secretariat of the
Conference, if possible not |ess than one week before the opening of the
Conference. The credentials shall be issued either by the Head of State or
Government or by the Mnister for Foreign Affairs.

Credentials Conmittee

Rule 4

A Credentials Conmittee of nine nenbers shall be appointed at the begi nning
of the Conference. |Its composition shall be based on that of the Credentials
Committee of the General Assenbly of the United Nations at its fiftieth session
It shall examine the credentials of representatives and report to the Conference
wi t hout del ay.

Provi si onal participation

Rule 5

Pendi ng a deci sion of the Conference upon their credentials,
representatives shall be entitled to participate provisionally in the
Conf er ence.
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Il. OFFI CERS
El ecti ons
Rule 6

The Conference shall elect fromanong the representatives of participating
States the followng officers: a President, 27 Vice-Presidents and an
ex officio Vice-President fromthe host country, a Rapporteur-CGeneral, and a
Chai rman for each of the Main Conmittees established in accordance with rule 46.
These officials shall be elected on the basis of ensuring the representative
character of the General Committee conposed in accordance with rule 11. The
Conference may al so el ect such other officers as it deens necessary for the
performance of its functions.

Ceneral powers of the President

Rule 7

1. In addition to exercising the powers conferred upon hinf her el sewhere by
these rules, the President shall preside at the plenary neetings of the

Conf erence, declare the opening and cl osing of each neeting, direct the

di scussi ons, ensure observance of these rules, accord the right to speak, put
guestions to the vote and announce deci sions. The President shall rule on

poi nts of order and, subject to these rules, shall have conplete control of the
proceedi ngs and over the mai ntenance of order thereat. The President may
propose to the Conference the closure of the Iist of speakers, a limtation on
the tine to be allowed to speakers and on the nunber of times the representative
of each participant in the Conference may speak on a question, the adjournnent
or the closure of the debate and the suspension or the adjournment of a neeting.

2. The President, in the exercise of his/her functions, remains under the
authority of the Conference.

Acting President

Rule 8

1. If the President is absent froma neeting or any part thereof, he/she shal
designate one of the Vice-Presidents to take his/her place.

2. A Vice-President acting as President shall have the same powers and duties
as the President.
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Repl acenent of the President

Rule 9

If the President is unable to performhis/her functions, a new President
shal | be el ected.

Voting rights of the President

Rule 10

The President, or a Vice-President acting as President, shall not vote, but
shal I appoi nt anot her nenber of his/her delegation to vote in his/her place.

[11. GENERAL COW TTEE

Conposition

Rule 11

The President, the Vice-Presidents, the Rapporteur-General and the Chairnen
of the two Main Comm ttees shall constitute the General Committee. The
President, or in his/her absence, one of the Vice-Presidents designated by hinf
her, shall serve as Chairman of the General Committee. The Chairman of the
Credentials Committee may participate, without the right to vote, in the General
Commi ttee.

Substitute menbers

Rule 12

If the President or a Vice-President is to be absent during a neeting of
the General Conmttee, he/she may designate a nenber of his/her delegation to
sit and vote in the Conmittee. |In case of absence, the Chairman of a Min
Conmittee shall designate a Vice-Chairman of that Conmittee as his/her
substitute. When serving on the General Conmittee, a Vice-Chairman of a Miin
Conmittee shall not have the right to vote if he/she is of the sane del egati on
as anot her nenber of the General Conmittee.

Functi ons

Rule 13

The General Conmittee shall assist the President in the general conduct of
t he busi ness of the Conference and shall ensure the coordination of its work.
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I'V. SECRETARI AT OF THE CONFERENCE

Duties of the Secretary-Genera

Rule 14
The Secretary-General of the United Nations, or a nenber of the secretari at

designated by him shall act in that capacity in all neetings of the Conference
and its subsidiary bodies.

Duties of the secretariat

Rule 15
The secretariat of the Conference shall, in accordance with these rul es:
(a) Interpret speeches made at neeti ngs;

(b) Receive, translate, reproduce and circul ate the docunents of the
Conf er ence;

(c) Make and arrange for the keeping of sound recordi ngs of neetings;

(d) Publish and circulate the report and official records of the
Conf er ence;

(e) Arrange for the custody of the docunents and records of the Conference
in the archives of the United Nations;

(f) Generally performall other work that the Conference may require in
connection with its proceedings.

Statenents by the secretari at

Rule 16
The Secretary-CGeneral of the United Nations, or any nmenber of the

secretariat designated for that purpose, may at any tinme make either oral or
witten statenents concerning any question under consideration

V. OPENI NG OF THE CONFERENCE

Tenporary President

Rule 17

At the opening of the first nmeeting of the Conference, the Secretary-
Ceneral of the United Nations or, in his absence, his representative, shal
preside until the Conference has elected its President.
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Deci si ons concerni nhg organi zati on

Rule 18
The Conference shall, at its first neeting:
(a) Adopt its rules of procedure;
(b) Elect its officers and constitute its subsidiary bodies;

(c) Adopt its agenda, the draft of which shall, until such adoption, be
t he provisional agenda of the Conference;

(d) Decide on the organization of its work.

VI. CONDUCT OF BUSI NESS

Quorum

Rule 19

The President nmay declare a nmeeting open and permt the debate to proceed
when representatives of at least one third of the States participating in the
Conference are present. The presence of representatives of a majority of such
States so participating shall be required for any decision to be taken

Speeches

Rul e 20

1. No one may address the Conference without having previously obtained the
perm ssion of the President. Subject to rules 21 and 22 and 24 to 28, the
President shall call upon speakers in the order in which they signify their
desire to speak

2. Debate shall be confined to the question before the Conference and the
President may call a speaker to order if his/her remarks are not relevant to the
subj ect under di scussion

3. The Conference may limt the time allowed to speakers and the nunber of
times each partici pant may speak on any question. Permission to speak on a
notion to set such limts shall be accorded to only two representatives in
favour of and two opposing such limts, after which the notion shall be

i medi ately put to the vote. |In any event, with the consent of the Conference,
the President shall limt each intervention on procedural matters to five

m nutes. Wien the debate is Iimted and a speaker exceeds the allotted tine,
the President shall call himher to order without delay.
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Poi nts of order

Rule 21

During the discussion of any matter, a representative may at any time raise
a point of order, which shall be imedi ately decided by the President in
accordance with these rules. A representative may appeal against the ruling of
the President. The appeal shall be imediately put to the vote, and the
President's ruling shall stand unless overruled by a majority of the
representatives present and voting. A representative may not, in raising a
poi nt of order, speak on the substance of the matter under discussion.

Precedence
Rul e 22
The Chairman or Rapporteur of a Main Committee or a representative

desi gnated by any ot her subsidiary body nmay be accorded precedence for the
pur pose of explaining the conclusions arrived at by the body.

Cosing of the list of speakers

Rule 23

During the course of a debate, the President may announce the l|ist of
speakers and, with the consent of the Conference, declare the Iist closed.

Right of reply

Rule 24

1. Notwi t hstanding rule 23, the President shall accord the right of reply to a
representative of any State participating in the Conference who requests it.
Any ot her representative may be granted the opportunity to nmake a reply.

2. The statenents made under this rule shall normally be nmade at the end of
the I ast neeting of the day, or at the conclusion of the consideration of the
relevant itemif that is sooner

3. The representatives of a State may nake no nore than two statenments under
this rule at a given neeting on any item The first shall be limted to five
m nutes and the second to three mnutes; representatives shall in any event

attenpt to be as brief as possible.
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Adj our nnent of debate

Rul e 25

A representative of any State participating in the Conference may at any
time nove the adjournment of the debate on the question under discussion
Perm ssion to speak on the notion shall be accorded to only two representatives
in favour and two opposing the adjournnment, after which the notion shall
subject to rule 28, be imediately put to the vote.

C osure of debate

Rul e 26

A representative of any State participating in the Conference may at any
time nove the closure of the debate on the question under discussion, whether or
not any other representative has signified his/her wish to speak. Permission to
speak on the notion shall be accorded to only two representatives opposing the
closure, after which the notion shall, subject to rule 28, be imediately put to
the vote.

Suspensi on or adjournnent of the neeting

Rule 27

Subject to rule 38, a representative of any State participating in the
Conference may at any time nove the suspension or the adjournment of the
meeting. No discussion on such notions shall be permitted and they shall
subject to rule 28, be imediately put to the vote.

O der of nptions

Rul e 28

The notions indicated bel ow shall have precedence in the foll owi ng order
over all proposals or other notions before the neeting:

(a) To suspend the neeting;
(b) To adjourn the neeting;
(c) To adjourn the debate on the question under discussion

(d) To close the debate on the question under discussion
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Subnmi ssi ons of proposals and substantive anmendnents

Rul e 29

Proposal s and substantive amendnents shall normally be submitted in witing
to the secretariat of the Conference, which shall circulate copies to all
del egations. Unless the Conference decides otherw se, substantive proposals
shal | be discussed or put to a decision no earlier than 24 hours after copies
have been circulated in all |anguages of the Conference to all delegations. The
Presi dent may, however, permt the discussion and consideration of anendments,
even though these amendnents have not been circul ated or have only been
circul ated the sane day.

Wt hdrawal of proposals and notions

Rul e 30
A proposal or a notion may be withdrawn by its sponsor at any tine before a

decision on it has been taken, provided that it has not been anended. A
proposal or a notion thus withdrawn may be reintroduced by any representative.

Deci si ons on conpet ence

Rule 31
Subject to rule 28, any notion calling for a decision on the conpetence of

the Conference to adopt a proposal subnmitted to it shall be put to the vote
before a vote is taken on the proposal in question

Reconsi derati on of proposals

Rule 32

VWhen a proposal has been adopted or rejected, it may not be reconsidered
unl ess the Conference, by a two-thirds majority of the representatives present
and voting, so decides. Pernmission to speak on a notion to reconsider shall be
accorded to only two speakers opposing reconsideration, after which the notion
shall be imediately put to the vote.

ViI. DEC SI ON MAKI NG

Ceneral agreenent

Rul e 33

The Conference shall neke its best endeavours to ensure that the work of
the Conference is acconplished by general agreenent.
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Voting rights
Rule 34
Each State participating in the Conference shall have one vote.
Maj ority required
Rul e 35
1. Subject to rule 33, decisions of the Conference on all matters of substance

shall be taken by a two-thirds majority of the representatives present and
vot i ng.

2. Except as otherw se provided in these rules, decisions of the Conference on
all matters of procedure shall be taken by a majority of the representatives
present and voting.

3. If the question arises whether a matter is one of procedure or of
substance, the President of the Conference shall rule on the question. An
appeal against this ruling shall be put to the vote inmedi ately, and the
President's ruling shall stand unless overruled by a najority of the
representatives present and voti ng.

4. If a vote is equally divided, the proposal or notion shall be regarded as
rej ected.

Meani ng of the phrase "representatives present and voting"

Rul e 36
For the purpose of these rules, the phrase "representatives present and

voting" neans representatives casting an affirmative or negative vote.
Represent ati ves who abstain fromvoting shall be regarded as not voting.

Met hod of voting

Rul e 37
1. Except as provided in rule 44, the Conference shall normally vote by show
of hands, except that a representative may request a roll-call, which shall then

be taken in the English al phabetical order of the nanes of the States
participating in the Conference, beginning with the del egati on whose nane is
drawn by lot by the President. The nane of each State shall be called in al
roll-calls and its representative shall reply "yes", "no" or "abstention"
2. VWhen the Conference votes by nechanical neans, a non-recorded vote shal
repl ace a vote by show of hands and a recorded vote shall replace a roll-call
A representative may request a recorded vote, which shall, unless a
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representative requests otherw se, be taken without calling out the names of the
States participating in the Conference.

3. The vote of each State participating in a roll-call or a recorded vote
shall be inserted in any record of or report on the Conference.

Conduct during voting

Rul e 38
After the President has announced the commencenent of voting, no

representative shall interrupt the voting except on a point of order in
connection with the process of voting.

Expl anation of vote

Rul e 39

Representati ves may make brief statenments, consisting solely of
expl anati ons of vote, before the voting has conmenced or after the voting has
been conpleted. The President may limt the tine to be allowed for such
expl anations. The representative of a State sponsoring a proposal or notion
shal | not speak in explanation of vote thereon, except if it has been amended.

Di vision of proposals

Rul e 40

A representative may nove that parts of a proposal be voted on separately.
If a representative objects, the nmotion for division shall be voted upon
Perm ssion to speak on the notion shall be accorded to only two representatives

in favour of and two opposing the division. |If the notion is carried, those
parts of the proposal that are subsequently approved shall be put to the
Conference for decision as a whole. If all operative parts of the proposal have

been rejected, the proposal shall be considered to have been rejected as a
whol e.
Anendnent s
Rule 41
A proposal is considered an anendnent to another proposal if it nerely adds

to, deletes fromor revises part of that proposal. Unless specified otherw se,
the word "proposal” in these rules shall be considered as including anendments.



A C. 2/50/9
Engl i sh
Page 13

Order of voting on anendnents

Rul e 42

VWhen an amendnent is noved to a proposal, the amendnent shall be voted on
first. When two or nore anmendnents are noved to a proposal, the Conference
shall vote first on the anendnent furthest renoved in substance fromthe
original proposal and then on the amendnment next furthest renpved therefrom and
so on until all the amendnents have been put to the vote. \Were, however, the
adopti on of one anendment necessarily inplies the rejection of another
anendnment, the latter shall not be put to the vote. |f one or nore anmendnents
are adopted, the anmended proposal shall then be voted upon

O der of voting on proposals

Rul e 43
1. If two or nore proposals, other than amendnents, relate to the same
guestion, they shall, unless the Conference decides otherw se, be voted on in

the order in which they were submtted. The Conference may, after each vote on
a proposal, decide whether to vote on the next proposal

2. Revi sed proposals shall be voted on in the order in which the origina
proposal s were subm tted, unless the revision substantially departs fromthe
original proposal. In that case, the original proposal shall be considered as

wi t hdrawn and the revi sed proposal shall be treated as a new proposal

3. A nmotion requiring that no decision be taken on a proposal shall be put to
the vote before a decision is taken on the proposal in question

El ecti ons
Rule 44

Al elections shall be held by secret ballot, unless, in the absence of any
obj ection, the Conference decides to proceed w thout taking a ballot when there
is an agreed candidate or slate.

Rul e 45

1. VWhen one or nore elective places are to be filled at one time under the
same conditions, those candi dates, in a nunmber not exceedi ng the nunber of such
pl aces, obtaining in the first ballot a majority of the votes cast and the

| argest nunber of votes, shall be el ected.

2. I f the number of candi dates obtaining such a majority is less than the
nunber of places to be filled, additional ballots shall be held to fill the
remai ni ng pl aces, the voting being restricted to the candi dates obtaining the
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| argest nunber of votes in the previous ballot, in a nunber not exceeding tw ce
t he nunber of places remaining to be filled.

VII1. SUBSI DI ARY BODI ES

Main Conmittees

Rul e 46
The Conference may establish two Main Committees, as required, and a

drafting Comm ttee, which may be set up in accordance with the practice of other
Uni ted Nations conferences.

Representation on a Main Committee

Rul e 47
Each State participating in the Conference may be represented by one

representative on each Main Cormittee. Each State may assign to the Conmttees
such alternate representatives and advisers as may be required.

O her subsidiary bodies

Rul e 48
The Conference and the Main Conmittees may establish such working groups as
t hey deem necessary for the performance of their functions.
Oficers
Rul e 49

Except as provided in rule 6 or otherw se deci ded, each subsidiary body
shall elect its own officers.

Procedures of subsidiary bodies

Rul e 50

Unl ess ot herwi se deci ded by the Conference, these rules apply, nutatis
nut andi s, to the subsidiary bodies, except that:

(a) A mjority of the representatives on the Credentials Comrittee shall
constitute a quorum
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(b) The Chairman of a Main Comm ttee or a working group may declare a
nmeeting open and permt the debate to proceed when representatives of at |east
one quarter of the States participating in the Conference are present;

(c) The Chairnmen of the General Committee, Credentials Conmittee and
wor ki ng groups nmay exercise the right to vote in those bodies;

(d) Decisions of conmttees and working groups shall be taken by a
majority of the representatives present and voting, except that the
reconsi deration of a proposal shall require the majority established by rule 32

I X LANGUAGES AND RECORDS

Languages of the Conference

Rule 51

Arabi c, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spani sh shall be the
| anguages of the Conference.

Interpretation

Rul e 52
1. Speeches made in a | anguage of the Conference shall be interpreted into
ot her such | anguages.
2. A representative may speak in a | anguage other than a | anguage of the

Conference if he/she provides for interpretation into one such | anguage.

Languages of official docunents

Rul e 53

O ficial docunents of the Conference shall be nade available in the
| anguages of the Conference.

Sound recordi ngs of neetings

Rul e 54

Sound recordi ngs of neetings of the Conference and of a Main Conmittee
shal | be nade and kept in accordance with the practice of the United Nations.
Unl ess ot herwi se deci ded, no such recordings shall be made of the neetings of
any wor ki ng group.
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X. PUBLI C AND PRI VATE MEETI NGS
General principles
Rul e 55
1. The plenary neetings of the Conference and the neetings of the Main

Committees shall be held in public unless the body concerned deci des ot herw se.
Al'l decisions taken by the plenary of the Conference at a private neeting shal
be announced at an early public nmeeting of the plenary.

2. As a general rule, neetings of other bodies of the Conference shall be held
in private.

Communi qués on private neetings

Rul e 56

At the close of a private neeting, the body concerned may issue a
comuni qué t hrough the secretariat of the Conference.

Xl. OTHER PARTI Cl PANTS AND OBSERVERS

Representati ves of organizations that have received

a standing invitation fromthe General Assenbly to

participate in the capacity of observers in the

sessions and work of all international conferences
convened under its auspices

Rul e 57

Represent ati ves desi gnated by organi zati ons that have received a standi ng
invitation fromthe CGeneral Assenbly to participate in the sessions and work of
all international conferences convened under its auspices have the right to
partici pate as observers, without the right to vote, in the deliberations of the
Conference, the Main Conmittees and, as appropriate, any working group.

Rul e 58

Associ ate nenbers of regional comni ssions

Represent ati ves desi gnated by associ ate nmenbers of regional comm ssions may
partici pate as observers, without the right to vote, in the deliberations of the
Conferences, the Main Cormittees and, as appropriate, any other commttee or
wor ki ng group.
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Representatives of the specialized agencies 1/

Rul e 59

Represent ati ves designated by the specialized agenci es may participate,
wi thout the right to vote, in the deliberations of the Conference, the Miin
Conmittees and, as appropriate, any working group on questions within the scope
of their activities.

Representatives of other intergovernnental
organi zations and other entities

Rul e 60

Represent ati ves designated by interested intergovernnental organizations
and other entities invited to the Conference nmay partici pate as observers,
wi thout the right to vote, in the deliberations of the Conference, the Miin
Conmittees and, as appropriate, any working group on questions within the scope
of their activities.

Representatives of interested United Nati ons organs

Rule 61

Represent ati ves designated by interested organs of the United Nations may
partici pate as observers, without the right to vote, in the deliberations of the
Conference, the Main Conmittees and, as appropriate, any working group on
guestions within the scope of their activities.

Representatives of |ocal authorities

Rule 62

Representatives of |ocal authorities, designated by accredited
i nternational associations of |ocal authorities in consultation with nationa
associ ations of local authorities, invited to the Conference may partici pate,
wi thout the right to vote, in the deliberations of the Conference, its Miin
Conmittees and, as appropriate, any other conmttee or working group, on
guestions within the scope of their activities. Every effort shall be nmade to
make the representation of |ocal authorities balanced in terns of region, size
and type of |ocal authorities.

1/ For the purposes of these rules, the term "specialized agenci es”
i ncludes the International Atom c Energy Agency and the World Trade
Organi zati on.
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Representati ves of non-governnental organi zations
Rule 63
1. Non- gover nnent al organi zati ons accredited to participate in the Conference

may designate representatives to sit as observers at public neetings of the
Conference and the Main Committees.

2. Upon the invitation of the presiding officer of the body concerned and
subj ect to the approval of that body, such observers may make oral statenents on
guestions in which they have special conpetence. |If the nunber of requests to

speak is too |large, the non-governnental organizations shall be requested to
formthensel ves into constituencies, such constituencies to speak through
spokesper sons.

Witten statenents

Rul e 64

Witten statenents submtted by the designated representatives referred to
inrules 57 to 63 shall be distributed by the secretariat to all delegations in
the quantities and in the |language in which the statements are nmade available to
it at the site of the Conference, provided that a statenent submtted on behalf
of a non-governnental organization is related to the work of the Conference and
is on a subject in which the organization has a special conpetence. Witten
statenments shall not be issued at United Nations expense and shall not be issued
as official docunents.

Xi'1. AMENDVMENT AND SUSPENSI ON OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE

Met hod of anmendnent

Rul e 65
These rul es of procedure may be anmended by a deci sion of the Conference

taken by a two-thirds nmajority of the representatives present and voting, after
the General Conmittee has reported on the proposed amendnent.

Met hod of suspensi on

Rul e 66

Any of these rules may be suspended by the Conference provided that 24
hours' notice of the proposal for the suspension has been given, which may be
wai ved if no representative objects. Any such suspension shall be linmted to a
specific and stated purpose and to a period required to achi eve that purpose.



