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Not e by the Secretary-Genera

1. The General Assenbly, in paragraph 15 of its resolution 49/99 of

19 Decenber 1994 on international trade and devel opnent, requested the United
Nat i ons Conference on Trade and Devel opnent (UNCTAD) to make proposals for
translating into concrete action the commtnents made at the Mnisterial Meeting
of the Trade Negotiations Conmttee of the General Agreenent on Tariffs and
Trade, held at Marrakesh, Mrocco, from12 to 15 April 1994, regarding the | east
devel oped countries and net food-inporting countries.

2. Pursuant to that request, and in the context of the work progranme of the
i ntergovernnental machi nery of UNCTAD, the followi ng progress has been nade:

(a) As part of the preparations for the first session of the UNCTAD Ad Hoc
Working Group on Trading Opportunities in the New International Tradi ng Context,
held from9 to 13 Cctober 1995, the UNCTAD secretariat organi zed at Geneva on
18 and 19 May 1995, an informal brainstormng neeting involving experts from
i nternational organizations, independent researchers, intergovernnenta
organi zations and trade negotiators to explore appropriate policy options at the
national and international levels for translating the commtnents nmade at the
Marrakesh M nisterial Meeting into concrete action. G ven the infornmal
character of the neeting, as agreed with the participants, no report was issued
on its proceedings. However, the principal ideas enmanating fromthe neeting
wer e taken account of by the UNCTAD secretariat in fornulating the
reconmendations contained in its report (TD B/WG 8/3 and Add. 1) to the above-
nentioned Ad Hoc Working Group on Tradi ng Qpportunities in the New | nternationa
Tradi ng Cont ext;
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(b) That report, prepared to assist the Ad Hoc Wrking Group in the
di scharge of its mandate to anal yse the nodalities to give effect to the
deci si ons on special provisions for the | east devel oped countries as contai ned
in the Final Act Enbodying the Results of the Uruguay Round of Multilatera
Trade Negotiations, 1/ identifies policy options in the areas of trade, finance
and techni cal cooperation for translating into concrete action the Marrakesh
commitments regarding the | east devel oped countries and net food-inporting
countri es;

(c) At its first session, the Ad Hoc Wrking Goup had an in-depth
di scussion on these issues (see the report of the Ad Hoc Wbrki ng G oup
(TD'B/WG. 8/4)) and decided to seek to arrive at agreed conclusions on these and
other matters at its final session, scheduled to be held from4 to
8 Decenber 1995;

(d) Lastly, it should be noted that, in accordance with the provisional
agenda and annotations thereto established by the Trade and Devel opnent Board,
the ninth session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnent,
which is to take place from27 April to 11 May 1996, at Johannesburg, South
Africa, will also consider, inter alia, proposals for translating into concrete
action the commitnents nade at the Mnisterial Meeting in Marrakesh regarding
the | east devel oped countries and net food-inporting countries.

Not es

1/ See Legal Instrunents Enbodying the Results of the Uruguay Round of
Mil tilateral Trade Negotiations, done at Marrakesh on 15 April 1994 (GATT
secretariat publication, Sales. No. GATT/1994-7), vol. 1.




