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.MESSAGE OF SECRETARY-GBNBRAL TO .INTERNA'I'IONAL LAW CONF8RENCE IN OAT.A..'Q 

The following is the text of a message from Secretary-General Boutros 

Boutros-Ghali to the inaugural session of the conference on International 

Legal Issues Arising under the United Nations Decade of International Law, in 

Doha, Qatar, today: 

I am pleased to send my greetings and sincere vest wishes to the 

participants in this important Conference on International Legal Issues 
Arising under the United Nations Decade of Int8rnational Law. As the Decade 

approaches its mid-point, a comprehensive review of international legal issues 

in the context of this major international legal conference is of great value, 

and can make a serious contribution to achieving the objectives of the 

Decade. I pay particular tribute, therefore, to the State of Qatar and to the 

Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee fer organizing this timely 

international gathering. 

The General Assembly's 1989 proclamation of the United Nations Decade of 
International Law was rooted in the conviction of Member States that promoting 

greater respect for the principles of international law and encouraging its 
progressive development and codification is a matter of the deepest 

importance. The Uniced Nations is working to strengthen the rule of law in 

international relations at every level. The Decade provides an unparalleled 

opportunity for the United Nations, in cooperation with Member States, 

specialized agencies and other international bodies, to develop a 

comprehensive framework of cooperation co promote international peace and 

security through the application of international legal norms and principles. 

Procecting human rights, creating a new framework of international 
security and achieving progress -cowards development have emerged as defining 
challenges of the pos-c-cold-war era. International law provides a rigorous 

analytical basis of approach to these challenges, and a powerful means of 

action to achieve them. It is a source from which we can draw new ideas and 
new inspiracion. It is a tool with which we can create a new vision of 

international human relations, a.J'.\d a new reality. International law is a 

dynamic resource of enormous potential. 
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While _.we can work to improve t.he mach1.nery of internat:..�nal la"W, 1 ts 
ulcim-ate effectiveness ·,,.ill depend upon the pol:i:t�cal will ·of St.ates to 
embrace i·ts principles and share its ideals. With a firm int;:ernational 
commitment. t.o the spirit of internacional law, we can bu:..ld a 6'.{Stem of 
international relations chat protects the rights and human dignity of the 
individual; that prom_otes mutual respect and support among nations; and t.hat
substantial_ly enhance a the pt"ospects for gl::,bal development. 

The United Nations and che Asian-African Legal Consultative C�mm1tcee 
share tt1.ese. common obj ectiyea, ,_As a u111que. intergovernmentat and 
inter�egional instit�t:iori,·- the Consult:a�ive Cor.unict:e2 ser.;:,e8 ·not anly as a 
forum for consultation and cooperation for its Member States, but also as a 
conduit for the exchange of experience and knawleuge with other regions of the 
world. Your deliberation·s· ·con·scitute an integral part. of a global process of 
multilateral negot.iat1.on - - •a proce·ss that'" is .especially ref-lected in che work 
of t.he United Nations. 

I congratulat:� the State of Qar:ar anrt t.he Asia."1-African Legal 
Consultative Committee on this important initiative, and I look forward co 
learning of the results of your deliberations. 
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