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SECRBTAR,Y-,-GUERAJ..• s STATEMBJllT TO :eossw AC!ADEM¥; QP NATURAL s9:rBNCES 

,;.,.- The:• followlrig iB the text of the ·statement· of Secretary-General Boutros 
BoutroeHJhS.li'• on ·becoming a Foreign ·and Honorary Member of ::t.he Russian Academy 
of Natural Sciences, delivered on Sunday, 3 April, at the headquarters of the 

·Academy i:n,. Moscow:

·, ,;{ enould''iiket f1ri;:'t. of 'a.11' to exp:ri{es to you·•:my emotion at<"tieing rec eived
among you as an honorary member of your prestigious ins'titution.· 

Bef,n.g my�elf _by profession_ and V9pat iori an· academic, I fully appreciate 
the opport�ity �ncl' th� horiou�· of _slla-rfng wi�h-

_ 
you''' wfuit I' al ways' feel, above

coun-cries and diecipline·s, to.'be· my community of·"choice·. Thie loose-kn it 
scientific community made up of men and women inspired simultaneously by-the
thirst f_or knowlegsie, _for research and f_or passing on knowledge. 

I •• t 

. ,.,But. I know alijq that: it was not only t.o my person, but to the :tfaib!d · 
Nati'orie \:,f" which 1·" ·-� ·today . the Secret.try-General that you wished to··pa.y;·'
tribute. · 

�d,. at ·a."time when, often, the world o.rganization is the :•subject bfi'·
doubt -or· criti.ciam, it is, for me and for the institution I- re:i;iresent, a real· 
encouragement to receive this honour from an assembly as eminent as yours. 

I �ee �h
i

e as' ��n official way of- . recognizing . everything-'• the United .',, -�­
Nati ons is trying ·to do to l::i�in� ·about' progress iii 'interrtation,h., society.:and. 
thus . to _ i��gve the si t.uation of the �crnen and men of which it is made up. ��- - .-

--
. .  :--�. 

But may I be giv en Elli' ··-oi5�b:ttlini�§ 'to tell you in return how:11h1ch yciU,·( in, 
the 9Qnt_��t .. o� .. your activity I in the fiel d of your labours, through the 
scien;tific -app:piach the'.t is· -�1��r�:,_ a,re contribu,ting to the world Organization 
and ,to . �e in tern a H on�l comn\wii ty as a whole . -

,.:: Jf I, ,had t;.o �� u�''t:ha� ·contribution· in
. 
a t'ew words, I would-"ee.y· that it­

is wn o,ni;�in;d 'in ;th. loilowing . three requireinents: the liini versality of ' �.. : ,:

· 
-. .
..

.. ...... . 

knowlsdg e,-the triumph-o'f'ri3as6n and ·t'he pursuit·of order. 
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�- 'rhe· ''i.ihi ve reality of knowledge is , no one doubts , . :t:ht!I, ._e.H�nti_al,. d;i v:i.ng
force,e:o�scientifi_c thouli;J'h�.. When the great European th:i,nk�1'1Ji1 of, the 
seventeenth century - - an10n'g whom Russian scientists f:i.gtlrea/i:picmiriently'";,..· ·:tt 
reaffirmed the great idea· that there are no ·truths that are .. •not universal; 
they were already establishing the principle of common membership in a single 
society. They were in a. _i;ense prefiguring a community of mind which 
transcends oppositions �d differences. They were prefiguring the 
"civilization of the wilversal", to use a term taken from Teilhard de Chard.in. 

Thus they were already laying the ideological foundations on which a 
genera 1 z.e_t"Je.c,� i o�"',aJ;::,o_u t _.,th,�. world Org�ni z at _ion � .. C,,'?-'IJ.:l d :rest . _ �lli s uni ve rsali ty 

. ·of spirit is a:t the ve:ry heart of· the underlying'<�hiloscphy of the United :·:' 
Nations Charter. 

'-'' It '-'Sei'vee ae>a foundation for the: c_pnceptiJ)n of· int.ernational. law . tllat we 
al"l;';,lfa �- t'oday. · I-t places ,,.the·. seal ·o:m.-:- 

.
·our: 

_ 
cozru.n(:)n aspi ra-t :i. on , .f9r peace . and 

development. 

At a time when, in all parts of the world, perils rooted in intolerance 
and exclusion are mounting, it is good that tne scientific values underlying 
your .co:naiunity fl-houl-d: be •b?-s-hly, .-.d- -:to�� :�.-ltc� and i:icr.�-...o il.B: e�l_�a,, f'or 
the conduct of world. affi!l:i-rs . 

However, I consider that. your contr�bution goes much further, ,.!m 
academy, a house of �c�en-tists, is pr;l.mai:�lY:,Ji place wh ere reason tril.UllpJ:iai. 

procedure:: 
inasmuch as 

o 

ratipnality is an attribu�-�- of.,the. researcher's me.�,hod �? J;�r-
f the �cientist:,.-

That is particularly true today. We cannot but be concerned at the 
resurgen-ce. -1'f t·hose irrational urges _ that are rooted ,in exacer;t::,a.ted 
micro -nat,i:pn11:lism· or- l,"eligiou_s· f.anaticie.m and_t:avour .all kinds. or,1;x:cese .. 4�
fundamentalism. 

We are :-a.w.a.r� _,that the. contemporary wo;rl.4 is often cha;:aq,t�rized _by the 
los.EJ .-of tradi�i-o004l landr:n_a;-ks, a riee, in Wl.Certain.ties and thE!l,::.dilut,ion of ... 
basic values, 

That ,is: the -111,eaning-_of what I jµ1;1t _called the· third .contr.,ibution of 
scientific;, -procec\ure, wh{Q.h is, in m�,-e.yes, .the pursuit o� or_�:i;. _ 

It is your role to arrange the fleeting aspects of life in intellectual 
categories. That;. is al�p the ro le .:,C>,:E, internati_o':lAl law. 

 

. If I have w:l:i_ihed to reflect :,i:hUSi--in Y01¥' pres�c;:,� for .a few �enta on 
the link between the scientific community w};)_ich .y�µ'.iapresent,,.and. tp.e . 
internati'onal community which I, through my functions, repre-sent, my purpose
has been ·to tell ·_you, as• clea:i;-ly as _po ssible, . �'W' .. tolg::hed, ;I ,,a,m l:zy: you,r 
recept,iort', how :tl,-attered; .'.�ndc most' of a;Ll' --.hoi t;.ho.�gl:l,� p�ovoking i.t,.'is ' for ... 
me, at a time when I have :·�he .onerous.�_burderi,:·Qf .irwi:eme.nting):he dipl�� �. 
desired by the United Nations. 

(morel 
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However r perhaps this dialectic of reflection and action that I have 
cried to outline today will enable yo� to find me not entirely unworthy of the

honour that you have bestowed on me. 

Be assured that I very much appreciate your welcome and that I am proud 
yes, proud -- why deny it? -- to belong, if only in an honorary capacity, 

to your Academy. 

I hope that the links thus forged may, in some way, be the symbol of the 
inte:rnational comm�nity that we so fervently desire. 
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