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Mr. SILLS (Spokesman for the Secreta·ry-General-), Let me make a couple of 
announ:B�·iti�h:ts 'be'fore we start. First of all·� the.·Secretary-General will begin 

�, :·� . .  � . . . ' 

with some introductory words. We have interpretation available: English, 
French and Arabic. The press conference; w-iII· be .a max-imum.· of 45 minutes. May 
I ask tha_t_ when you are recognized by me to ask a question you identify 
yourselves·._ 

Finally, could I ask that when the press conference is over you remain 
seated until the Secretary-General departs. 

Mr. Secretary-General? 

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: Thank you. Happy new year. I know that I am 31 
days _late, but still, happy new year.

__ As you know, there are a number of vacancies in the top echelon of the_ 

Secretariat, and I have decided to propose to the General Asseirit>ly for its 
approval the appointment of Ambassador Jose Ayala Lasso of Ecuador to the new 
post of High Cdmriiissioner for Human Rights. 

r" have also decided to appoint Ambassador Hans Corell of Sweden as Legal 
Counsel to succeed Mr. Carl-August Fleischhauer, who has been elected a judge 
of the International Court of Justice. 

As;you know, Mr. James Jonah will leave the Department of Political 
Affairs. The'Department of Political Affairs, as agreed by the General 
Assembly, will be headed by a single Under-Secretary-General, Mr. Marrack 
Goulding. 1·have decided to appoint Ambassador Lansana Kouyate of Guinea as 
Assistant Secretary-General in that Department, reporting to :M:r. Goulding. 

Yesterday, I received General Bertrand Guillaume de Sauytlle de Lapresle, 
and I have decided to appoint him as Force Commander of the United Nations, 
Protection Force (UNPROFOR) in the former Yugoslavia, replacing General Jean 
Cot. I still have to send a letter to the Security Council to receive ,its 
approval; in fact, I believe we have already sent the letter. 

Those are the new appointments. Certain other posts remain to be 
filled. I have not yet been able t o do this, but as soon as I do it I will 
inform you. 

I am at your disposal to answer any questions. 

Mr. SILLS: I call on the President of the United Nati ons Correspondents 
Association, Mr. Svarzman. 

Mr. SVARZMAN: We welcome you, Mr. Secretary-General, in this unusual 
c: i rcums t ance ; we don ' t see you·:• ;very much, speaking· with us . We wou 1 d 1 ike to 
see you maybe every month, if possible. 

THe first question is on a very difficult situation -- the questic:m;:.of 

Bosnia. Since last year, when the Security Council approved the resolu�ion 

(more) 
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authorizing the use o:f: military _force; the air support, ,.everyone thought the 
thing was very _clear. But the more we ask, .the more explanations we get, the 
more letters we see., the more everything becomes unclear. Who will decide, 
and why and when? Why the delay? -Have -.you been hampered by certain pressures 
by permanent ,members of the Security Council? 

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: First, I have sent a letter to the Security 
Council. This lette r was based on a resolution that was adopted by the .North 
Atlantic 'I'rea ty Organiza·tion {NATO) summit meeting.-.on lJ, .'January. At · that -
summit meeting, NATO asked UNPROFOR to do a study on how to use air force 
they used the words 11 air strikes" -- in two situations; Srebrenica and 
Tuzla. I have had many meetings in Geneva with all the staff to see what 
ought to be done, and three days ago. I presented a lett,er to the Security 
Council. 

In that letter; we say that pi;:,rsonally I am in favour 0_·.of using air force 
to implement, in. the case that we should need to use air force. , But to use 
air force, you must make a ,_distinction between two cases. ·One is ai-r support 
and the other is air strikes. In the case of air support, according._to the 
decision taken by NATO, they have already given a mandate to the General who 
is .dealing with this operat-ion in Bosnia. Thus I gave a mandate to my._Special 
Rep re sen t;a t i ve , Mr. Akashi , .who can ask -NATO to use • i :i:: support - - air support 
being the use of air forces in the case of aelf-defence�to help soldiers who 
are on the ground. 

The second situation� air,strikes, is different. It�cen be a preventive 
attack - - de.straying a bridge, destroying an airport - - _ or a punitive att.ack, 
which is ·one week or two or _ three days later, again to des troy certain basic 
infrastructure. Concerning air strikes, according to NATO's decision, they 
need a resolution adopted by the NATO CotL�cil. So even if you ask NATO 
tomon;:ow, ":!?lease launch an air strike", it wi 11 have to take a decision. whi eh 
will have to be adopted by the NATO Council. And as you know, the Council 
takes 0 rlecisions by unanimity. 

So what we have done is to give a mandate to our Special Representative 
on the ground, Mr. Akashi, who will take into consideration the political 
situation f' the· human± tarian situation and the mi 1 i tary situation, and ·_can 
immediately ask for air support in the case . of Tuzla and in the case of 
Srebrenica. This is what has been done, and the reaction of the members of 
the Council was very positive. We received support from all the members 
concerning this approach, or this. plan, to Tuzla and Srebrenica. 

OUESTIO�: Mr. Secretary,*General, what i,a your feeling regarding th,e ,.'Ylar 
of letters between Mr. Denk ta sh and Mr. Cl erides, and how do you see the.:. 
official prospects for negotiations in Cyprus? 

'.fhe SECRETARY -GENERAL: I 8J't1! optimi S-ti C ; I believe that the t WO det ters­
are positive letters. we hope that the Special. Repr:esentative , Mr, Joe. Clark, 
will continue his negotiations in the next few days, and I believe that the 
two letterer ha,ye a positive element.. There is a breakthrough; .. there h the 
po l :i. t i cal :wi l;l, on two sides to adopt certain measures to build . confidence 
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between the two communities. The face that they accept. those measuf;es -does 
noc ir.ean chat we will not discuss the substance conce·rning the future of 
:rela·cions between the two COl'l]l'l'lunities in Cyprus. 

This may be a personal interpretation, but I am. <I\lite opt·imistic. · · r SC'fe
tha·t there is progress, that.· there is a breakthrough .,_nd that� there is now the 

·political will on both eides to begin the peace.process again. The purpose of
adopting a.a a first step certain measures to build cpnfidenc!=! .; __ among 'them,
as you know, a very detailed programme ;or op�ning an· international airport in
Nicosia and the withdrawal of a certain presence in Varosha, which will be
under United Nations supervision -· is to allow the �wo communities to have
direct con�act. T�ose direct con�acts between the younger generations of the
two cammunfties wi11 help to promote pea<;:e r because it i_s· useless to sign an
t,greemerit if the two cc,nu:, unities do not .know each other. The younger ·­
generation� do not know aach other, �ec�µse during the, laat 17 years there 'has
been no direct conta·ct. The leaders •:of 'the, .age of Mr. Denktash or
Mr. Clerides ·know each other, because they are old friends, but the younger
generations do not. know each other.

I believe that what ia very important is tl_1at while negotiatioris are 
under way we have''t:o p�omote certain measures to build confid�ce between the 
two c01t1rnUD.ities, so that once the agreement is, concluded, implementing it will 
be easy. 

QUESTION: Can I please take you back to the fonner Yugoslavia? You made 
the distinction between air support and air strikes. .Oo._ you still �eserve for 
yourself the right to make a decision on ai:r strikes if the NATO Council were 
to make a recommendation, o:r ar�·you prepared to le�ve it to the NATO 
Council? Secoridl'y, what is your view of the informat-ion now coming in of 
Croatian forces operating inside Bosnia? �e you personally in favour--of 
movirig -towards sanctior;s aga�nst Cro�t-i� ��. i,1,_ c:.:ase is made for a military 
p:r.esence?· 

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: As to the first question, I have received a 
mandate from the Security Council to use air power: I have to give the green 
light. Thus, I stil_l have this rnan�te concerning the use of air support.' 
But the difference, as I mentioned" is that air support could be done 
automatically after I give my agr�ement, but, conceming,air strikes, though I
give . ._,mf agreement I a..--n not at. the· end of the chain of command. we still have
to receive the agreement of'the NATO Council in the case of air strikes. 
According to the mandate I received from the Securicy Council, I st�11 have to 
give the green light concerning air strikes. 

On Croatia, yes,:yesterday we received infonnation that Croati'.ans are in 
Bosnia - � and this was confirmed by Mr. Chinmaya,cGq{lrekhan (Special Political 
Adviser to the Secretary-General), who gave this information to the members of 
the Security Council -- an.d,.the decisi6n has to be taken by the Security 
Council concerning what_ ought 'to be. done in the light of �hese new elements in 
the situation in the former Yug_oslavia.

(more) 
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OUBSTION (interpretation from French):, There is currently a campaign in 
Haiti diaeeminating the idea that the referee throws the b�ll put ont:;Q the·, 
pitc�, and then there is partial.ity-on.·the part·of the Unit�d Nation� 
vis-�-vis qertain situations, especially that of Haiti. In yqur, view, ha� 
there be�n. adeq1:J,ate .impa.rtiaHty, or has· 'the Oriited ,Nations re�l�y not asked 
for an amnesty for the:-military, as was done in t'b e Governors Island 

The �ECR�:'rARY -GENERAL ( interpretation from French) : I t,hink \he Un� ted 
Nations strives to be entirely impartial. Let me add that ·-the United Nations 
means, f..irst· of all" the Security Council, whose 15 members come f.rom 
different parts of the world. Secondly; there is'the Secretari�t, wh:i.ch alEJo 
tries to be as imparti.al as.- possible. And, thirdly, we have the Fri�:n9s. of 
Haiti, which is a group of four States. Hence, l would say_ t�at the :a�t that 
decisions are shaped by··many States from different parts of the world 
�d­having d,:i,fferen t attitudes,, some of them geographically very· fa;- from 
Bai!_:i., gives one the greatest possible objectivity and impartiality· in the 
solution of the problem of Haiti.

' :- .. 

ourrnTION: Regarding the talks between 'Greece and The _former �u.gosla·v. 
Repub.lic of Macedonia, are you satisfied that the good· offices of Mr. Vance
are getting any closer to a breakthrough? Is there going to be a meeting 
between t:he two parties after such a long time of nothing happening? .. ., 
Secondly,_ when would,you submit a report to the Security Council on whether­
this thing i.a goir-,g anywhere or whether ·it should just be given up.? 

. -'·• ' • ! -i.. • 

The SBCRE�TARY • GBNERAl:..: I had a meeting last week •id th Mr. Cy:rus Vance
concerning the tal-ks between The. former Yugosia:v Republic of_ Mac.edo�ia "'-nd_ 
Greece, and we had an excbange·· of letters. we hop�.· to havl:! a µieet�ng. l::let'gf�en,
the two exp�rts soon, ana we are carrying ·on our mission·. I ·believe that we 
are doing the best we can to find a solution to this problem. A few months 
ago we were on the .point of reaching a solution , so there i� no rea�qn why we 
should not continue, .and I hope that: we will be able to find· a a<;:ilu,tiori ·th,_at;: ·
will take in,to c:;oneideration the points.of view.of 'both The forme.:r .. Yugoslav-.. Republi'c of :�cedonia anq. the Republic :of 

.... •. 

Greece: 

QUESTION: Can. you. .. be more precise on what· ybu· said ··about Croatians . in 

Bosnia and Herzegovina?• .. Croatia said volunteers ha.ve been report.ed in Bo;mia 
and Her�egovi..na, qut n�.-t regular troops. · So, ac:cbrding to t}::l,e .�n:E'ormation you 
received, a:re· they reg11lar troops o:i:· volunteers? 

The SECRBTARY-GEij�RAL: The report we received does not say exac\:ly. if 
they are regu;!._ar trompe or voluntee·rs. They say that a .certain, nl,U'Jlber of 
Croatians have,now penetrated into Bosnia. But the report does not tell us. 

... . . - � 

Maybe in the next few hours 'Ille shall have more :i.nrannation, but th�,latesc.. 
information does not ,say precisely 1 whether -they a.re volu�teers oriegu,lar
troops_. ,, · 

OUE�TION: On Somalia, Mr. Secretary-General, are you satiefied that you 
have the right number of troops and the righf';ty'pe of troops now, and are you 
satisfied with what you know will be the Security Council resolution that they 
will no longer disarm the faction s, or do you see problems ahead after March? 

(more) 
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The -SECRETARY-GENERAL: Well, I don't know - -  the ,·security Council is 
st i r-1 · dh1cuss ing the re solution, so F don' t know :what will be - the :·resolution 

of the ·securit y Counc.:i.L This is question two. 

0::1 question one, ·r hel':l:eve that we have taken into consideration the fact 
that we will not be able to have more than 22,000 troops, and on, this basis we 
have established our plan. Our plan is to protect certain non-governmental 
organizations, to protect certain centres of distribution of humanitarian 
assistance and at the same time .to- continue: the peace process, i.e. to 
continue the process of reconciliation between the different factions. 

Yesterday I received a long telephone call from the Dep uty Special 
Representative of the Secretary-General in Mogadishu, Ambassador Lansana 
Kouyate, who iS- leaving for-'--Nairobi to continue talks with the different 
factions, the 12 on one side ·and Aidid on the other. We are still doing our 
job and we are hopeful that we will be able to achieve the formation of, let 
us say, a provisional administration (Transitional National Councill. 

On the other hand, we have been very,·successful in creating a local 
Somali police, which is doing a good job, not only in Baidoa, but in other 
regions. So I will say that, in spite of all the difficulties, in spite of 
the departure of many trocips fronCS c

iinali'a, we are hopeful that we will be able 
to continue our action in favour of peace, security and, at the same time, the 
reconstruction and-rehabilitation of Somalia. 

QUESTION: The crossing of the border of equipment from Serbia, which has 
been ° seen by numerous:reporters and other observers, is in direct violation of 
the United Nations sanctions to prevent the shipment of arms. In addition, if 
the reports are true of the use of Serb or Croat troops inside Bosnia, do you 
not characterize this as a direct violation of the United Nations Charter? 
And what kind of action would then have to be taken? 

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: I don't want to avoid giving you an answer; but 
certainly these decisions have to be taken by the Securit y Council. I will 
present to the· Security Council the maximum of information received from 
different sources, and the Security Council will have to take the decision as 
to whether it is a violation,or not. Two, the Security Council will decide if 
it is in the interests of the peace process to adopt sanctions or further 
sanctions; everything baa to-be ·decided by the Security Council. 

The last meeting I had with the Special Representative, Mr. Stoltenberg, 
was yesterday. He has left for Moscow now-, For the time being we believe 
that we-, must 'continue the negotiations, in spite of al 1 the di ff icul ties. We 
have no'" other channe-1 b\it to continue the negotiations. Meanwhile, if the 
Security Council decid,fs 'to adopt, another approach - - and certainly in the 
next few weeks we ma1-· have 'to have a general reassessment of the situation, 
because many Member States are thinking of withdrawing their troops from 
Bosnia. But for the time being, I believe that we must make the maximum 
effort: to continue negotiations; hoping that we will be able to find a
solutititl.

(more) 
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You will not solve the pr0blem of Yugoslavia in a few'weeks o;i::- a.: few 
months·. It needs patience; it· needs continuous negotiation. We might reach a 
solution and then an accident may happen; we w�uld then find ourselves back at 
square one and we must continue, as long as the international community has 
not decided to use peace enforcement� and even if it does decide to do so, 
there are ma."1y experts who say that it will be use-less. 

So, for the time being, our only approach is to com:::inue to negotiat.e, in 
spite of the atrocities which are being committed; in spite of the· emotions of 
international public opinion; and in spite of the. fact that it seems: that we 
are not progressing and that we have one setback after another. We still must 
continue to negotiate. 

We have now adopted many measures to use air force to obtain ce.rtain 
results on the ground. There is no reason:- n·ot to use force . On the contrary, 
once w�·use force we give credi bility to the fact that we say w� wil� use it. 

QUESTION: Do you support the European initiative, which the Americans 
have not yet accepted, to pressure the Bosnian Muslims to accept: peace now, 
even if they are not completely satisfied? 

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: ·r believe that negotiations are going on between 
the =Europeans and the 1 Americans to find a joint position coacerning what ought 
to be done. I know that the Foreign Minister of the Un-ited Ki.ngdom is in 
Washington today, and he will certainly discuss a common position to be 
adopted by the major Member States involved in Yugoslavia and the fact that 
Mr. -s.tol tenbe:r:g went' �b .Moscow. We are trying co obtain a consensus among the 
rnajo:t. Member State·s to-,see what ought- to be done and what: the new direction of 
the negotiations·will be. 

I can say nothing more because-we are still working on this. 

QUESTION: Using the ·explicit language of Chapter VII o! the Charter, 
Security Council resolutions call for implementation of the right of 
self-determination of the Kashmiri people, not of tl'l� Indians or Pakistanis. 
Why do your reports and statements focus on·-t::he interesta of the pote�tial 
benefi c:i:arie s of a Kastuni ri plebi.sci te rather than on , the self -determination 
of the Kashmiri people itself? Purauan� to·Ctiapter VII, is it not essential 
for the Secretary-General to exercise· his .good offices to implement the United 
Nations resolutions calling for a plebiscite on Kashmir, irrespective of the 
interests of the potential bene.ficiariea.?   

The SECRETARY·-GENERAL: No, because, fir-st, we n-eed the agreement of the 
cwo main protagonists in _this problem: . India and .I'&kisr:an. The two must ask 
the Security Council, the Secretary-General or the United Nations for 
mediation. Unless we have'"the agreeme:ht of the two, we will not be able to 
intervene. 

Secondly, the Simla.Agreement mentioned that negotiations have to 
continue between the two protagonists. Negotiations were held a few days ago 
between India and Pakistan. I do not know the results of those negotiations, 

(more) 



- 7 Press Release SG/SM/5216 
1 February 1994 

but potti side1;1 de9.lared that they will continue to negotiate<-?', Both s·ides
t.tierefore con�_inue�t:o negot.ia.t.e on this subject and r'ufither has asked the 
secretazy,-G11meral for mediation or even for. the intervention of the United 
Ni,.tiol}S. ..we: need the agreement of the two sides if we -,are ·'to play a role.

QUESTION: As it looks new, it is going to take quite a long time, uncil 
the end-.of the year, before Mr. Ekeus' s Commission can::..•concilude whether or not 
I:r.Q.q has imple(f\en�ed the provi sione of section C of:• Secut+ity · Cotinci 'F 
resolution 687:_. (1991) . In the• meantime, are you willing to engage, or are you 
in fact engaging in any renegotiation of the conditions of limited-oil 
sales? we understand that there is talk of raising the amount from 1.6 
billion to 3 billion, but what about the conditions themselves? Secondly, 
the_¥.. are many different v iews as to whether the -implementat i:cin of J°ect=ion C

of �es.�lution 687 (1991) should lead to the implementation o'f11 pa...+'a.graph 22 of 
that r�solut;ion. 

The SECRHTAAY··GENF'.<11�: Let me begin with your first question_ We began 
this negotiation during the; month of July, u.11.der the Chairmansh-ip of Mr. Carl 
August-Fleischhauer, the Under-Secretary-General for Lega!:Affairs, and this 
was preciaely to obtain .. a parttal lifting of the oil embargo -- oil in 
exchange f9r humanitarian assistance, At the last minute ·•the Iraqis 
discontinued those negotia.tJ:ons. Since chen I have ment:iitmed -to them that we 
are ready, if they want, CO)•resume the negotiations, because we-' Believe ,that 
it is; _;i.n 1;h,eir interest. , •There- is no incompatibility ;b.et�een•: :.a. part:·i�l 
li��ing_,.9.f the oil embargo and a total lifting of it� .. ·-:1·f· tbm'orrow t'fie
Secu;-ity .Council deci.ded_. on a total lifting, then the-re- would' be rio reason for 
a partial lifting. But a partial liftin g of the emba:-rg&, or· 6:iT in exbhange 
for humanitarian assistance -- this was the point of view I defended -- would 
create-· :a new political atmosphere, a n�w atmosphere bf->conf-i.dence between the 
Uni-t_ed; Nations and Iraq� .. , between the s;cu'rity _ Counci·l a.."1d I'raq. So the . ,: 
advantage of a partial embargo is not only that Iraq would receive money which

would cover the distribution of additional hwnanitarian assistance, but that · 
i t-:may crea�e a new poli ti,E.!al a-tmosphe!!'e "i n favbur c,f  -Iraq.

As, I s�y, if they der;.i�e tom0rrow:· te b�gin"'to·••ree-ume'rnegbE:iatic;;,na 
concerning a partial lih,ing. of sanctions:;,, we· have: no;: objection anct' we - at'e

ready, because our role - is·· to serve all ·state s Memoera-:·of:.: th� United Nations, 

OtJESTION: Just to clarify, ax.·e you ready to renegotiate the conditions? 

,., .The: SECRET.ARY GENERAL: We are ready to renegotiate whatever has to be 
decided £or the partial lifting of the ·oil embargo, and, by the way, whatever 
agreement: is negotiated by us will have· to be approved by the Security
Council. �.O, as I mention very often to the Iraqis, it

. 
may be that what we do 

will not be approved by the Security Council. So we will present a draft 
agreement:. between the Secretariat and Iraq on how the partial lifting will be 
implemented -- and here you have the problem whether the oil will go through 
the, pipeline of Turkey or the pipeline of the Gulf, etd_, etc. -- but once 
this agreement ·-i:s concluded we will need the agreement of ·the :Security Council. 

{more) 
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QUESTION: Do _,you believe that it only takes Iraq to implement all that 
is demanded of it by Ekeus in order to lift the total oil embargo as in 
paragraph . 22, or do you believe that the Iraqis should .·:i.mpl�e-nt _-6.�8 and th�· 
demarcation c:if the borders resc:ilution, and, you .know, the ones related to -­
ceasing the oppression, before-paragraph 22 is implemented? 

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: This question has to be decided by the Security 
Council, but according to the different declarations of the, �en'lbe� States -­
a 1;. least the thre·e most involved countries in the Se cu� i ty -c_6�c i 1 - - they 
have a broad interpretation on lifting the sanctions and not: a legally 
restrictive one. 

QUESTION: Since you commiserate not only with atrocities, but with the 
atrocity of the whole situation in Bosnia, now, once _it is established that 
regular armed forces of Croatia have invaded a Member State, Bosnia, would you 
bring the matter to the Security Council under Article 99 of the Charter? · 

'.:['he SECRETARY-GENERAL: First of all, to give you ah e:i:c:ample, I just 
returned from The Hague in Holland, where _I was received by-the President of 
the criminal Courts. They are doing a wonderful job; we have overcome· all the 
logistical difficulties in cooperation with the Government of Holland: they
have the building I they have rooms, and they are beginning to work. Thi°s .

. 

morning -- and this is very important -- we- received a gra:iit from.Pakistan," 
Mrs. Bhutto, of $1 million, which will help us to create,·a special fund to 
sustain the criminal courts. The criminal court will span begin its work very 
seriously, and this is a very positive contribution, which is why I went to 
The Hague to confer with them. 

Concerning your question, I will give the maximum information to the. 
Security Council·, but the Security _Council has to decide and I don't know 
what the decision will be. 

QUESTION: The Rep re s en tat i ve . for we· stern Saha;ra just . c:"'aine pack a couple 
of weeks ago. In your last report you warned that ·if one bf-the.parties does 
not accept the plan of the Secretary-General you might go without it and hold 
the referendum. A:re you still convinced of the need to ,do t;_hat? Are_ you _ 
willing to go ahe�d and override one of the maj_or _parties to· the con:!)ict in 
that area? ,., - · 

The SECRETARY·GBNBRAL: F·i�s't, I will cont"inue to try to provide direct 
contacts - - __ the last one failed, here in New Yor]I; -• between the Popular Front 
for the Liber�tion of Saguia _ el-Harnra and R:l.o 9e Oro {POLISARIO) and. the 
representatives of the Go�rnment of Morocco, because I believe that through 
direct conta�t betwe�n t��' two we will be able to establ�sh _a cl,imate of 
confidence, again, with. the same approach. Sµpposing, tha):: the. referendum we.re
to happen tomorrow. · Th� °'i.mplementation of the result

'. 

o:( th:� referendum - -
whether the referen_dum ls ''in favour of the Polisar.ic:i or in· favour of Morocco
- - will need the cooperat,i_on of the_ 'two protagonists' �� th�� ground. ·so it is
important to ca_rry out a _ciouble operation: one, the" direci. contac� betw_een

(more) 
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the two to create a climate of confidence; and two, to continue the process of 
the referendum. So we are continuii:ig_; w� _. ar_e conduqting the registration, 
which is going well. .:� 

,-- l"', I
..: 

But. concerning your question, this will have to be decided openly by the 
security CoW1cil. I will present the question to the Security CoW1cil and 
say, "Lo ok: we have done all this pi;:epara,tory work; ws have .-registered all 
the voters. There is still disag:tE:!E3rti.ent between .. ;the two aides. What is :your 
decis ion?" The Security Council ·can say, "Contini:;:e to nego_tiate,", or the,· 
secur;i.ty Council can say, "Enough'.'is enough. 'Let us have the -re:Eer:endtim --even 
if one of the two parties refuses to participate." -,� 

But the decision will have to be taken by the Security Council, 
Meanwhile, we continue .:.o proceed with a view to achieving. the various 
preparations for the rEferencfum. Let us h9Pe that the referendum can happen 
within the next few months of this year. 

,t 

QUESTION: A question about the Human R_ighta Cornmi_ssioner: some human ' 
rights groups have expressed concern that .Ambassador Ayala Lasso, while an 
experienced a.nd respected diplomat, does not have much, if any, human rights 
expertise. So how would you explain your decision -to appoint him to this"p6st'? .-

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: That is not my assessment. I believe that he has 
expertise in human r i gh ta . If you re ad his curriculum vitae , . YQU wil 1 find ' 
that he has written a lot on the subject. Secondly, the fact that he wa:s able: 
to overcome all the opposition to the creation of the .job �nd that he was the 
chief negotiator of the resolution, which was adopted by .c9p.sensus by the - � 
General Assembly, is proof that he is '!_ery. well, aware of the-, p:r:;oblems of human'',- ·.
rights. 

Secondly, he will be at the top; he will have a who],e administraticih. 
The Centre for Human R�ghts is still a,t work in Geneva. He.will do mainly 
·�ork of coordination bet·w·e9ri the different agencies and ;_programmes dealing
with human rights. 

But I can assure you that he has the necessary _experience_ .to.'be a 
specialist in the problems of human rights. 

QUESTION: Let' a look internally. Y_ou mentioned that at the top, many 
people are leaving. Some have left and have levelled criticism against you.

There was a letter leaked by Melissa· Wells - - the si�th person, .I believe,. in 
seven years to have her job. She said that your decision�maki�g is too 
central i :t ed; You keep thing a too much' to yours e 1 ! ._ :i: wot1de r .. � f , you can
respond to that, and tell us why so �y peop_le 13�em to leave .�d don' t .. ;stay 
here; there is no consistency. 

I}1e SECRETARY�GENERAL: First, we have regular �eetings w ith my 
collaborators, on a daily and weekly basis. So, any qecision that is taken is· 
taken after discussion with the' various .Under-Secretaries. You can find .in' my 
schedule the number of regular meetings '.,k h�ve, every day, ._with all the -·�· 
collaborators. So the policy is not: centralized at all. Quite the contrary. 

(more) 
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Secondly, concerning the •case of Melissa, ehe had a contract �or one 
year, and .. she returned to the State Department. This is. what I can 1!3?:Y on 
this subject. 

QUESTION: Mr. Secretary-General, for well over a year, the �orld 
commWlity has, to use a phrase, fiddled while Bosnia "burned. Each' country 
t:dee to shift the responsibility as w�ll as the focus t:or action from Nl;LTO to 
the O:r;i'ted Nations back to NATO. Why can you not prevail upon the members pf 
the Council to lift the arms embargo on the Bosnian Government �o that the 

1 

Bosnians.can defend. themselves? 

Jhe SECRETARY-GENERAii_: Again, this type of decision has to be adopted by 
the Security Council. But if you ask my personal advice, I believe that this 
could be dangerous, because it would provide more arms in the reg�on and ft 
might open the way for .·a real war in the region. And what is our ai"m? Our 
aim is not only to find a peaceful soiution within the borders of the former 
Yugoslavia, but you have another very irnpcrtant aim, which is not mentioned: 
to contain t.he dispute inside the bordera of Yugoslavia. We want to avoid a 
war in all the region, so it. is important to maintain the presence of the 
□nited Nations, it is' '.mportant to maintain the embargo, and it is important·
to cont1nue to negotiate.

Now, we may use force; I believe that it is important to use air fo.rce 
without any hesitation to impose certain decisions taken by the Security 
Council.� But I would not advise that,· directly or indirectly, ,.Je·;einforce 
the ppei�ion of the i>r·otagoniets so that they will continue to-'f:i."ght each 
other. ! belie-ve that this is a negative approach. But this is my point; of. 
view. The decisions have to be ta.keii'by the security Council. 

QUESTION: Mr. Secretary-General, back to Somalia. Have there been any 
contacts betlleen the United Nations and the Aidid faction? An.d do you not 
think, sir, that General Aidid is part of the peace process, and when is the 
United Nations going to involve him in this peace process? 

The SECRETARY-GENERAL: We are ready to ha ve contact with Mr. Aidid; �e 
have no objection to that. We already have contact with him; he signed the 
agreement of March last year in Addis .Ababa. I saw him last year in January
in Addis Ababa. So for us, we are dea.Hng with all the

.
parties, and one of 

the roles of the unitec: Nat.ions ia to talk to all the parties so that w� a.re 
able to promote peace. Cur aim is to talk to all the parties. Once,the 
Security 1�ouncil adopted a decision that it does not wish to arrest Ai4id, 
there was-,.·no difficulty for us. 'And, by the way, we have held discu1:1sions 
l<l'ith these,'{iarties, with Osman Atto, with the different: leadez:s on th,e spot, 
and we have no objection to holding discuseicns ,,it.h Ai'ci°id; on the contrary. 
We welcome discussions with him. 

OUESTIO�: There are·eeveral peace-keeping operations that l;l.re J)OW in 
various degrees of crisis. Part of that crisis involves relations between the 
United Nations and various Member States, �ost particularly the United States 

(mo:r.'e) 
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itself. How do you see protecting United Nations .. independe�ce qQd the. 
continuity qf. its actions from this kind of va;ry��g embrace ·and rej �ct;..io:q, ,: 
particulalJY by the United States? · '..;:.: ,, c 

The _SECRETARY-GENERAL: This crisis has two dim�n.s!.ons. The fir.et. i� � 
finandq:r;one. Member States do not pay their contri:pution to the budget' 'o;( 
the peace-keeping forces. The explanation is that this budget was 
$600 mi:1,iion two or three years ago, and it has reached the figure of 
$3.6 billion. One of the results of this is that the United Nations is not 
able to pay immediately the Member States who contribute troops to 
peace-keeping forces on the ground. 

So we receive complaints from many countries which have a small budget, 
saying, 11 We cannot continue to contribute to peace-keeping forces because you

do not pay our contribution, or you pay too late. 11 And this is the case of a 
country like Jordan, a country like Uruguay, a country like Tunisia, a country 
li,�-e ·:�gypt, a country like Zimbabwe. They complain, "We _need the money. ·we 
cannot wait on� or two years to be paid." So this financial crisis.is _the 
first, basic element that creates a real obstacle . 

. 'rhe second obstacle is that Member States hesitate very much over sending 
trq�J?.S on the ground . We have the experience : as you know, a resolution was 
adopted in May to add 8,000 additional troops in Bosnia, and we have not been 
ab}e .. to ob½:ain more than 1,000 troopa. We still need 7,000 troops. 

So th��e are the two basic crises of the peace-keeping operations. I 
believe we· "t;ill be able to overcome these crises, because it is in the 
interest of :th�_international conununity to solve this problem, Public opinion 
in the United St;,a,tes.is not eager for that country to play the role of world
policeman. The· Un.i,ted Nations is there to do that job, and there is a

. 

consensus that despite all the difficulties, despite all the contradictions, 
the only foru.� existing today that can play this role ia the United Nations. 
We have tried to encourage certain regional organizations to replace the 
United Nations or to cooperate with the United Nations. The result was that 
Member States said, 11 No, we want the United Nations. We want the United
Nations flag. 11 So there is a real demand; and our role is to overcome

.
those 

difficulties. 

This is not peculiar to the Uni·ted States; many other countries have the
same problem. They are h_esitating: 11 Why must I sand my kids to be killed ·for 
a peace-keeping operation in some very difficult, distant place? My public 
opinion wi 11 not accept this , and we wi 11 have problems . 11 Al 1 the M.embe r 
States have the same problem. our role is to try to convince them that it is 
in their national interest to participate in this kind of operation; that it• 
is in the interest of the international community, and that in the next few 
years we may have more and more ethnic wars and more and more small 
confrontations. These confrontations can spread like a disease all over the 
world. ·.so

. it is in the interest of thl;l international community to r�inforce 
: !. 

. 

the VB,ited Nations and to reinforce pe,;tce-keeping. 

(more) 
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we have our ups and downa. It ·is normal that in,casea·where we are not 
succeasful in an operation, the result will be irery negative·: "Forget about 
it! 11 But we have been successful in many operations. we just have to make an 
evalu*tion of why we have not been succes·sful in this or .thalf operation. We 
must also mention, to be. fair,. that we have ·been succes·sful in -many other 
operations. So we have to continue this approach, in spite· of the' dif.ficuH:y,
in spite of the different forma of' hesitation· shown. by diff'erent Member 
States. I maintain what I a·aid 'i.r{ "An Age'nda for Peace" a year and a half
ago: this is the only way to be able to contribute to peace 0 and security at 
the world level. 

OOE$i'TION (int:.e-rpretati'on from French) : ·"Does General Jean Cot now have
the Authority ·to ask for afr support in Bosnia and Herzegov:i-na? 

The SECRETARY-GENSRAL (interpretation from French)': A:s he is the head of 
the United Nation:9 Force there, he must speak to the Spec,ial- Representative 
for the Secretary'-General in 'the f'6rmer Yugo'elavia, Mr. Yael.ishi .Akashi, and he 
will transmit that. request to me,· if ·it is a q'..2estion of an air strike. If it 
is a questio� of air support, with regard to the two zones of Tuzla and 
Srebrenica J I'll'/ Special Representative may take that decisio�- imm.edia�ely 
withdU't needing- :to consult t.tie Secretary-Gene'ra:l. But the dec•ision is· with
the Special Representative-, Mr. Akashi, who conducted the Cambodia operathms. 

QUESTION: At the beginning of your term you expressed a commitment to a 
reform of the management of the United Nations, streamlining the Organization 
and making it .more · eff i cil:!nt. Recently, that effort seems to have stalled; we , 
do not see much evidence cif that. I a,.--n wondering if you coulo. tell me where 
that stands, in your view. And, in particular, you probably ·know that the 
united States Senate has"apt)roved a measure to'vithhold funds- based on your 
appoint�ent of an inspector�general for the Organization. What: is your view 
of that? 

' ' 

The SECR.ET.AAY-GENSR.�: We have abolished 30 per cent·of the high 
positions and the political appointees. -We· are trying to carry out 
restructuring in different posts abroad, in 'the United. Nations Environment 
Programme {UNEP) and united Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) in" 
Africa. We have done the same with the different offices of the United 
Nati�ns and we ·�re continuing. It is ·a long operation and it will take ·time. 
And it. is a cohtinuous operation, because, just to give you -an example: when,-.. 
you decide to create a new job, the job of ·High Commissioner for Human Right:s;· 
autmnatically you will add a new ·specialist to work in t.:his field. So, on the 
one hand, the Member Sta.tes are asking for restructuring, and on the oth·e:r 
hand, the General Assembly has decided on the ·creation of; -new- posts, and 
oomething which is new ... · ,,, 

•j 

We were involved ·in two or three peace�·keeping operations before. we are 
involved today in nearly 22 peace N keeping and observer 'operations with the 
same number of civil servants wo·rking. We are involved in 46 operations 
related to democratization. We have sent now or will be sending in the next 
few weeks 1,600 observers to South Africa. So we are overstretched; we are 
overloaded; we are involved in many operations. Yet N � and this is ·very 

(more) 
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important -- we are maintaining the same number of civil servants. They are 
doing wonderful work. The fact that we have more than 1 1 000 civil servants 
who have accepted to leave Headquarters and to work in the field -- in 
Cambodia, in Angola, in South Mrica now, in Somalia -- proves that we are 
carrying out, practically on a continuous basis, the structural reform of the 
United Nations, It is, I believe, a continuous process. 

About the nominations for an inspector-general, ! have no objection. 
This has to be studied to know exactly what ought to be the competence of this 
job, and the General Assembly has to accept the idea. I personally will be 
very happy to have somebody to help me in the field of administration. 

Next time I promise that we'll do it soon -- not next year. 




