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TYSLORUSSIAF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPURLIC
£§'June 199§7

1. In the context of the submissicn of nericdic¢ reports about human pights,
considerable information about the lepislation of the Byelorussian Soviet Socialist
Republic and also statistical data and informetion were nublished in Economic ard
Social Council documents Z/1378/0/Add.19 of 28 July 1978 (concerning articles 6

to 9 of the International Covenant on Fconomic, Social and Cultural Rights) and
CCPR/C/1/384.2T7 of 15 June 1973 (concerning the provisions of the Internationel
Zovepant on Civil and Political Riehts), Muestions connected with articles 10

to 12 of the internstionai Covenant on Fconomic, Social and Cultural Rights have
bteen ziven sore coverage in a nusber of docunments Submitted by the Bvelorussian SSR
in recent vears to the secretariats of International orgmnizations,

2. The consistent develormeat of socialist democracy, the strengthening of the
lerel basis of State and public life and the maintenance of legalitv and law and
order, as indicate? in the above-rentioned documents, are inextricably linked with
the educetion of citizens in the spirit of scrunulous and unswverving implementation
of the Constitution ard other legislative acts and the observance of State
discinline. The rain roal of imnroving and developiny the system of legislation

in furce in the Byelorussian SER is to ensure the fullest vossible satisfaction

of tie material and s»iritual needs of Soviet citizens and comprehensive ~uarantees

of their rirhts ani freedors,

3. Since the present revort is neant to describe the ™basic concitions™ and the
"basic prograomes and institutions relevant to the rishts dealt with in

articles 10-12%, with special refereace to developments which have taken place
since the entrv into force of the Covenant, that is, since 3 January 1976,
information is rrovided below on specific aspects of articles 10, 11 and 12 of the

Covennart.

I. APTICLF 10: PPROTCCTIOR OF TPE FAMILY, 'OTHERROOD AN CHILDHOND
k., “‘arriase, the family, motherbood end childhood enjoy the special protection of
the State in the hrelorussian SSR, The establishment of more favourable conditinns
for the protection of materumal and child heelth is one of the guiding directions of
the rolicy of the Comrunist Party and State, Article 51 of the Constitution of the
Byelorussiar OFR stipulates that the familv enjoys the protection of the State.

Se The basic leral instrurments in the Byelorussian SSR for the protection of the
farily, rotherhood and childhood are the followine:

(a) The Constitution;

(b) The marriare and the farily code of 13 June 17G9;
(¢) The Labour Code of 23 Jume 1972;

{d) The Health Act of k June 1970,

6., The State deronstrates its concern for the family by establishing and
Aevelonin~ a broad network of children's institutions, bty orpanizing end inproving
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communsl scrvices and public caterinn, by paying childbirth allovances and by
providins allowances mnd benefits to larze families and also other types of
ellownnces cnd assistance to the family,

7. Under article 64 of the Comstitution of the Byelorussian SSR, all citizenms
are odlired to concern themselves with the upbrinsins of children, vith training
them for socially useful vork and with reisin~ them as worthy members of socielist
society. Children, in turn, are coblired to care for their parents and to help

them,

8. The State demonstrates its concern for the family by establishing and
developins a brond netvork of mcoternity boces, day nurseries end kindergartenms,
boarding schools and other children's imstitutioms, by organizine snd improving
communal services and public catering, by peying childbirth ellownnces ord by
providing allowances and benefits for single mothers and large femilies and also
other types of allownnces and assistance to the family,

9. HMotherhood in the Byelorussian SSR enjoys nation-wide esteem and resvect and is
nrotected and encoureged by the State. Protection of thre interests of the mcther
and child is eass.red ty reans of srtecial weasures to protect t%e latour and »ealth
of women; by the establishment of conditicns enabling vomen to comtine motherhood
with active industrial and csocio-pclitical activitv; and by the nrcvision of leesal
protection and material anl moral support for mothers and children, including

paid maternity leave for presnant women and mothere without their losing wases or
other benefits.

10, Another instance of assistance to families is the State's assumption of the
nojor proportion of the cost of maintainin~ children in pre-school children's
iastitutions. 1In 1976, over 390,000 children attended full-time pre-school
institutions and in 1979, the firure rcse to over k63,000, In 1976, 110,000
children, includinr 20,000 children of pre-schocl age, attended seasonal
children’s institutions; and in 1979, the firures vere 124,000 cnd 21,000
resvectively. In the course of the tenth five-yeer plan (1976-1980), the total
number of children in pre~school institutions increased by 30 per cent as campared
vith the total of the year 1975. The State's concern about the education of the
younrer reneration not only encbles perents to particin~te actively in industrial
end public work but also increases the farily budrmet, since parental contributions
to the maintenance of children in kinderrartens amount to an averare of only

21 per cent of the total and in day nurseries, 15 per cent of the total, 4All other
expenses are borne by the State.

11. In the case of ~encral education schools, the costs are entirely bornme by

the State. Parents pay only 8 per cent of the cost of maintaining their children

in boardin- echools, Schools with extended hours and schools offering extended
hours for some roups provide considerable assistance to mothers in raising children

and tecnagcers,

12, Extra-curricular children's institutions nlay a si~nificant role in raising
children to a hiFh level of morality, culture and ~eneral education. Children in
the Byelorusrian SSR have at their disposal 168 youns pioneers' and schoolchildren's
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palaces and centres, 51 centres for younr techmicians and naturalists,
299 children's libtraries end also a larre rumber of children's music, art cond
dance schools,

13, Great attention is paid to physical education for the youmrer gemerztion.
Children and youngy people vho are interested in sports may take advantage of a
lerre network of sports schools desirned for therm and of the many stadiums,
svimming pools, ski centres, children's parks and other sports and health
facilities.

1%, The physical-trainine institutes, the physical education and physical-
trainins faculties of teacher-traininn institutes and a number of secondary
specinl educational establishments of the Byelorussian SSR train specialist
personnel for work with children and vcuns people. Poard scientific research is
carried out on problems of the physical education of the younzer generation.

15. The or-anizetion of sumaer vacations rlays an important role in strenrtheninr
child healtk. Over a2 million children and youns neovlc have the ooportunity to
spend the summer in pioneer 2nd school cardps or at tourist and excursion cerntres
or to travel for the summer to holiday villares at which there are children's
institutions. Purthermore, health and resort facilities for children and younr
people, including fecilities in sanatorie, rest homes snd holidey hotels for
perents vith children from L to 1h ycars of age, have been broedly developed.
The costs of such vacations for children and parents are to a rreat extent met
fron social insurance funds and the State budvet, and this demonstrates the
sinificant extent to which the Stete essists families in obtainin; healthy
vacations for all of their nembers.

16, Expenditure from the State budcet of the Byelorussian SSR on socio=culturel
facilities and research is constantlv increasing and amounted to 1,785.6 million
routles in 1975 2ad 2,020.5 nillion roubles in 1978, A considerable proportion
of the increase corresponds to expenditure on health cere and educetion.

17. The State assists families by establishinr & minimal peyment for accormodation
and by demonstrating constant concern about improvips family living conditions.
Over the nast 10 years, haif the population of the Republic moved to pew modern
arartments or improved their livings conditions.

18, Another sscvect of State assictance to the ramily is the provisior of coununal
services to the porulation, an aree which is developing intengively, thus
affordin~ vocen consid:rably increased free tive, The volume of such services
increased 1,5 times betveen 1975 and 19%C in the PByelorussian SSR,

19. The State also assists farilies tv rrovidinr various types of mllowanees.
These include child-birth allowances, ellowvances for mothers of largse facilies
and others,

20, State allowmances for mothers of lerre families are provided for in a decree
ndopted by the Fresidiur of the Supreme Soviet of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Rerublies en 8 July 19Lh entitled “Increased State rssistance to exnectant mothers,
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ecthers of lar~e families and sinfle mothers, the strensthenin~ of maternal and
2ili cnre, AT the eghaglishinant 9% She lonorerv ~yawd Mother-teroi-e', tle
crder 'l'aternal Glory' and the medal “iotherhood 'edal'". Allowances for mothers
consist of two types: (a) one-time allovances paid on the occazion cf the birth
of the third child; and {b) monthly 2)lowances peid on the occasion of the birth
of the fourth child (beginninr the second yesr after birth and comtiruinr to the
fifth birthday). 'lonthly allowances are paid for each swcessive child, regardiess
of whether the mother is receivings any other allowvances for children born earlier,
lerre families have priority in cbtainins accommodat ion and in izprovine their
livins corditions and also enloy tax benefits (a 30 per cent reduction in incone
tax for famjlies with £cre than three children).

21. The sin~le mother (& wcwen who is not corried to the father of her clild)
receives & monthly State allowance for each child snd enjoys a number of benefits
relatins to the 2ducation of her child in pre-school children'’s institutions:

she has priority over other mothers in placing her child in a day-care centre or
kxinder-arten; she peys a minimal charge to keep her child in a children's
institution and she has the ripght to vlace the child to be raised in a State
children’s institution entirely mt State expense.

2. Under decision No. T cf the Central Committee of the Communist Party of

the Soviet Union and the Council of Miristers of the USSR of 12 September 197k
concernin~ further increases in material assistance for needy families with
children, child allowances are vaid in cases where the averare totel incore per
person in the family does not exceed 50 roubles per month, These allowances are
peid even if the family is elready receiving monthly allovances for the children on
other rrounds (for example, allovances paid to larze farilies, allovances paid for
the children of military personnel servinr fixed terms of duty, allowances for
disadled childrcn and others).

2, On 1 Decenber 1975, nev benefits wvere established in connexion with the
rrovision of allovances for the care of sick children. In accordance vith a
decision of the Council of 'linisters of the USSR of 26 Juiy 1273, mothers are
issued a medical certificate for a fixed period and receive an allovance to care
for 2 sick child vho has not vet reached 1l years of are. Single mothers, vidows
and divorced women receive additional benefits under this scheme.

24, Yothers who are released fros work in order to be with a sick child in a
hospital receive an allowvance for the entire duration of that leave {pera, 12 of
the Provisions on the award end paysent of allowances frox State social insurance,
es confirned by dacision of the All-Union Central Council of Trade Unions of

5 February 1955).

25. Under the marriar~e and farmily code of the Byelorussizn SSR, the further
strenrthening of the Soviet fanily on the basis of the vrincivles of communist
morality is one of the most irportant objectives of Coviet lerislation on marriare
and the family. The existence of a stron” and healthy family makes it possible for
each of its members to enjoy equal ri~hts, Article S1 of the Constitution of the
Byelorussian SSR provides that "marriarc is based on the free consent of the

wvoman and the man; the spouses are coorletely equal in their familv relations”.
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The conditions rovernins~ the contracting of marriare include the mutual consent of
the parties and the attainment by each nartner ¢f the minimm are for marriare
(article 15 of the marris~e and family code of the Tyelorussian SSR), If these
conditions are violeted, the marriare is considered invelid (article 45 of the
Marriar~e and Family Code of the Byelorussian SSR),

26, All the rerulations for contracting marriare apply equally to women and men
apd, in both cases, the minimum are for marriane is 18 years, Article 3 of the
marriare and family code of the Bvelorussian SSR makes snecial reference to the
equality of rirchts of women and men in family relations. Article I of the
zarriaze and family code of the Byelorussian SSR is concermed with the equality
of rights of citizens in family reletions irrespective of their nationality, race
or attitude to relirion: "Any direct or indirect restrictions of riphts and the
establishment of any direct or indirect privileres at the time of contractin~
narriage or in family relctions on the basis of national or racial oriri: or
attitude to relijion shall de prohibited.”

27T, "Tue constitutional position rerardinc the ecuality of women and men in family
relations is further Ceveloved not only in the rarriage and family code of the
Byelorussian SS5R but also in other rules of family law which rerulate specific
aspects of marital and family relations,

28, The personal richts of spouses under the lerislation inm force in the
Byelorussian SSR relatin~ to warriare and the family, vhich include the rirht to
choose one's surname at the time of contracting marriare, the right to decide
Jointly on matters relatinz to family life and the raisinr of children and the
rirht to the free choice of occunration, trade and place of residence, are enjoyed
by both spouses on an egual bagis. The property rirhts of the spouses are dealt
with in article 21 of the Code which osrcciaslly stipulates that the spouses enjoy
equal rights in the ownership, use and disposal of proverty acquired durins the
marrisre, Furthermore, equel richts to proverty are preserved even if one of

the spouses has been ensaged in manarineg the household or carinr for the children
or for other valid reasons has not had an independent income, The court may
wveive the reperal rule (equal shares for each spouse) if this would be in the
interests of minor children or the leritimate interests of one of the spouses,
Under the lerislation in force, the share of one of the spouses may be increased
i” the other snouse has refused to encage in socially useful workz or has used

the loint property in a manner detrimental to the interests of the fanily.

29, The le~islation of the Byelorussian SSR relating to marriare and the family,
under article 22 of the Code, devotes considerable attention to equality of
ri~hts ond oblirations of narents, including their rir~hts asnd oblirations in cages
wrere the marria~e is terrinated, There are also special rules desi~ned to
preserve the equality of the ri~hts and oblipations of parents if one of them

doec not live with the children,

30, ‘Mhen a marrimre is terminated, the spouses enjoy equal rights and the

conditions of the divorce apply to each of them in the same manner, Article k3
of the Code states that a snouse who chanred his or her surname at the time of
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contractinr marria~e is entitled to keep the szme surnane after the termination
of the marriars or, at hic or her requesti, to re-assume the surname used prior to

the rarriare,

31, Marriares betwveen Byelorussisn nationals and aliens, and also marriares
betveen aliens, are contracted in the Byelorussian SSR in accordance with the
le~islation in force, This principle also applies to divorces,

32, The constitutional nosition repgardins the equelity of citizens in their maritel
and family relations is thus consistently reflected in the lerislation on merriare
and the femily at the sta~e when the family is formed, durinn the period when it
performs its functions and vhen it ceases to exist,

33. Under article 33 of the Constitution of the Byelorussian SSR, equality
betwveen women and men is ensured by the establishment of conditions enabling women
to combine work with motherhood and by the provision of lesal protection and
material and moral support for mothers and children., The Labour Code of the
Byelorussian SSR lsys down speciel ruarantees retulating working conditions for
expcctant mothers and women with children under one year of arce,

3. Prerpant women, nursing aothers and wvomen with children under one year of are
may not be required to work at nirht, overtime or on rest days and may not be

sent on assirnments, Women with children ared between one and eight years may

not be required to work overtine or be sent on assirmments without their consent
(articles 162 and 163 of the Labour Code of the Byelorussian SSR),

35. Cn the basis of a medical certificate, expectant mothers may be transferred
for the duration of prermancy to other, lighter work vhile retainin~ the same
average remuneration, If nursinc mothers and wamen with children under one year
of age are unable to carry out their previous work they may be transferred to
other work vhile retaining the same averare remmeration throushout the nursing
period or until the child reaches its first birthday (article 164 of the Ladour
Code of the Byelorussian SSR),

36. Yomen are entitled to maternity leave of 5f calendar days before confinement
and 56 calendar days after confinement and receive State social security benefits
durines this period. In the event of comrlications during childbirth or of a
multinle birth, the post-patal leave entitlement is extended to 70 calendar days
(article 165 of the Labour Code of the Bvelorussian SSR),

37. 1In addition to maternity leave, vomen are entitled to apply for supblenentary
leave without pay until the child reaches its first birthdsy (article 147 of the
Labour Code of the Byelorussian SSR), *aternity benefits are paid throushcut

the period of maternity leave at the full earnines rate {article 243 of the Labour
Cole of the Dyelorussian SCR), If, or. application, a woran is rranted sdditional
pvost-maternity leave until her child reaches its first birthday, her job or

post is held open for her, This leave {8 counted as part of her total leapth of
uninterrurted service and also of her total len~th of service in & specialized
rield (article 16T of the Labour Code of the Jyelorussian SSR).
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3R, A woran who adopts : new~torn baby directly fron e maternity home moy take
leave for the neriod@ fro.u the date of adoption until the child is 56 days old;
durin- this period she is entitled to receive State social security benefits, At
her request, 2 woran who aZopts a nev=-born baby directly from a maternity home mal
tave additional leave without nav until the child reaches its first birthday
(article 1€C of the lLabour Code of the Byelorussian SSR), At her recuest, a woman
1y te rronted anpusl leave before maternity leave or directly after it,
irrestective of her len<th of service in a particular enterprise, establishment

or ormanization (article 16€ of the Labour Code of the Byelorussian SSR}.

30, There are also special saferuards for mothers with respect to hirinr and the
termination of employment. It is prohibited to refuse ermployment to women or to
reduce their ve~es on the grounds that they are pregnant or nursin~ a child.
Dismissal by manarement o.' vrernant women, nursins mothers and women with children
under one yeer of are is prohibited except in cases c¢f the closure of the
establishment, enternrise or orosnization, vhen dismissal is permitted on condition
that alternative employment is found {(article 170 of the Labour Code of the
Bvelorussian SSR)., Rzafusal to emmlov women or their dismissal from work om grounds
of oresmancy, and also refusal 1o hire nursing mothers or their diamissal, is
runished bv corrective latour for a veriod of up to ons vear or by disnissal from
duty (article 135 of the Criminal Code of the Byelorussian SSR).

L3, 'here necessary, the manarement of enterprises and or~anizations, with the
consent of the factory, vorls or local trade union cormittee, may issue free or
reduced-rate passes to sanztoria and rest hozes to expectant mothers and may also
provids then with raterial assistance {article 171 of the Labour Code of the
Byelorussian SCR},

L1, At enterprises and orcanizations with a lar;e female staff, day nurseries,
kindersartens, feedin; rooms and voren's rest rooms are provided (article 172 of
the Latour Code of the Byelcrussian SSR).

42, The Constitution of the Byelorussien SSR {article 40) lays down the risht of
citizens to health protection. The Health Act of the Byelorussian SSR contains
detailed rrovisions about mother and child care. The orranization of health care
for women and children in the Republic, as in the entire country, is based on the
fundenental principle of Soviet health care - State-provided, free, universally
asccessible and hi~hly qualified medical care for all citizens and an emphasis on
prevention in the vork of 211 medical institutions.

k3, The Nvelorussian STR has a broad-ren~ins petvork of special institutions:
vomen's clinics, maternity homes, sanstoria and rest homes for nrernant wvomen and
mothers, children's nre-school institutions ete. There are 613 vomen's clinies,
children's rolyclinics and out-patient departments in the Reoublic. They are to
be found in every district and town and in many touns there are at lesst two or
thiree such institutions, -

4h, A1l wormen - in toth towns and rurel areas - are ensured the possibility of
med{cal check-ups durins urernancy and are atle to sive birth in hosnital {at
present, virtuallv all unren receive nuelified medical mssistance during
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confinement). Check-ups on the prorress of premancy and on the health of nursing
mothers take place at wo-en's clinics which provide, free of charge, not only
aedical and nreventive car=s but also, if necessery, social assistance, The clinics
asgsist vomen in family plannins (if the wonen so wish), mmke rccommendations mbout
the or-enization of work and leisure and about nutrition for prermant vomen and
gursins mothers, as well as provide the necessary assistance in transferring
prernant vomen to lichter work if this is required for medical reasons, In
accordance with the legislation in force, the doctors at the climics authorize

maternity leave for women,

45, The main tasks of the women's clinics include the mass vreventive screening
of women, clinical observation and the diamosis and cure of illness.

L6, Special attention is paid to health care for women workers in industrial
enterprises within vhich a number of women's clinics or rynaecolo~ical units
(based on the number of workinr vomen at tie enterprise) are attached to the
medical and health sections, provide obstetrical and rynaecolorical cere for these
vomen and continuoualy monitor their state of health, These institutions also
nonitor the hygiene of women's work end study the characteristics of production
and the influence of industrial factors on the female orpenism, On the basis of
the data obtained and of scientific research, they establish health and
cynaecolorical standards for various industries, identify and eliminate harmful
factors and work out preventive measures.

k7., Outpatient obstetriczl snd cynaecolonrical cere for women living in rural
localities is developins at various levels (outpetient women's c¢linics of
district, regzional and Renublican hosnitals and assistance provided under
sponsorship schemes by personnel from the obstetrical and gynaecolorical
dzpartoents of medical institutes),

L3, 1In major towns, specialized maternity homes and departments have been
established for expectant mothers with cerdiovascular, rlapnduler and other disorders
and for women with certain types of obstetrical complications, so as to avoid
serious complications anong wvomen and nev-born babies.

49, Preventive sanatoria, re=st homes and sanatoria for vresnant women and women
with ¢ynaecological disorders, as well as preznancy patholosy departnents on

partly alon~ sanatorium lines help strengthen the health of vomen and prevent the
development of a nuaber of serious complications during precnancy and childbirth,

50. The ~reat attention paid to the working and livin- conditions of mothers is
demonstrated by the establishment in 1976 of a Standine Commission on “omen's
Yoriinr and Living Conditions, ilaternity and Child ‘lelfare, attached to the Supreme
Soviet of the Byelorussian SSR and consistin® of 17 deputies, At its session in
June 1979, the Supreme Soviet of the Byelorussian SSR considered the work of this
Commission and its monitoring of the state of health care and education for
children and of the fulfilment of nlanned tar~ets for the comstruction of schools,
kirdarrartene and day nurseries, hospitals and polyclinics. At that session, the
Supreme Soviet of the Wyelorussian SSR sdopnted a decision cormending the work of the
Standin~ Commission on 'lomen's ‘forkin~ and Livine Conditions, :faternity and Child
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Yielfapre an’ establishin~ further tar~ets in the iunlem>ntation of messures for
tealth and labour nrotection, for the inprovement of medical and comrmal services
for vomen and “or the enhancement of livine conditions for children, in particular
tneir studies, =ducation, health care and orranized leisure activities,

£l, At the ond of 1979, the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the Byeloiussian
€52 coecsidered the juestion of the imrlementation of measures in conrexion with
the observance ¢f the Internstional Year of the Child., It was noted that a
considerable amount of work had been carried out in the Republic to further
iznorove mother an? child care, strenrthen child health and improve the education
snd upbrin~icr cf children,

52, ..2asures ‘rere adonted to increase the oroduction and improve the quality of
children's roods and items, develon the network of children's preeschool
institutions, schools and extra-curriculer institutions, improve the system of
=edical servites for mothers and chilcren, copstruct pev children's medical
institutions, develop the material bace for leisure activities for children and
their fazilies and improve the systen of vhysical educztion fer chiléren and
youns people.

53. In 1979, seven nevw children's sanstoria and sanatorium-style forest schools
were omened; children's polyclinics, new smeneral education schools with

87,500 places and pre-school institutions with neerly 27,500 vlaces were brouzht
into orerstion; SO nioneer canps vere comstructed and nime city and district
youn~ pioneer's and schoolchildren's centres were opened. Since 1 Settenber 1979,
-upils ir the second and third forms of general education schools have been
nrovided with textbooks free of charpme {this measure was introduced in 1972 for
purils in the first form).

S4, In the 3yelorussian SSR, the system of the orranizatior of medical care for
children consists of three basic, functionally interlinked, levels: the
rolyclinic - the hospital - the convalescent institutions (senatorias, specialized
rre~school institutions, forest schools, voun” nioneer health carps etc.).

55. Children's pclyclinical institutions are in the forefront of this system
tecause oF their role as centres for child health; thevy fully implement the basic
wrircinle of Soviet health cere - the unity of rreventirn and cure, The rain
orlective of the children's volyelinics, which are equirped vith riodern
diz-ncstic and medical apparatus and with health vehicles, is to produce healthy
ana harmonioucly developed children.

T, A central fisure in pediatric worl is the local peliatrician: the family
doctor, who, frori the tire of birth, continuously momitors the phvsical
develorrnent of the child, ensures that it is rationeally fed and develcps
resistance and also takes steps tc prevent infectious diseases end to ensure
early diarnosis, orompt treatment and recovery of children sufferins from
illnesses, The basic method of work of children's rolyclinics is the continuous
clinical screenin~ of the entire child population by means of full-scale
preventive exazinationg, Specialist doctors: surseorns, ncur:lcrists, cculists
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and others, take part in the clinical screening of hezlthy children, Together
with pediatricians, and under their supervision, they carry out preventive
exaninations of childrer Trom early infency and provide a ren~e of gzedical and
beslth services for chilédres,

57. In order to imrrove the wav in which doctors® vork is orcscized in
nre~sckool institutions end schools, special schocl and pre-school sections have
been set up in most children's polyclinies., These sections devote increasin-
attention to imrrovins methods for stimulating children's physical develomment,
helping pre-school ece children adapt to life in the collective, preparing them
for school and vromoting the notion of & healthy way of life among parents,
YVide-rangin~ medical and vedacozical measures help to create optimml conditions
fer children's normal develomment within the collective., !‘any schools have their
ovn speech tierary, dentistry and physiotherapy units, allowing children to be
treated inside the school,

53. Pnsuring proper nutriticn for children is an important part of the work of
children®s volyclinies, since talanced nutrition, particularly for youns children,
is mest important for their pormal physical and neuro-psychological development.
In additicn to carrying ocut extensive preventive work, children's polyclinics
provide qualified medical apd diarmostic care, including specialized care, and
improve the wvays in vhich it is aiministered; specialijzed care is currently
available in nearly 20 fislds,

S9. An important comstitueat of the child health-—care system is the organization
of hospital treatment, incloding specialized hosvital trestment. In the
Byelorussian SSR there are & considerable number of pulmonary end allergy centres
and departments and also orthopecdic, opthalmic, neuralogical and other centres,

60. An important aspect of specialized medical care for children and a major
achievenent of recent years, are the pathology departments for pew-born end
premature babies., These derartments are equipped with the necessary apparatus and
mediciral supplies to carry out a full range of medical and diagnostic treatments,

61. Care at sanatoria tnd health resorts plays an important pert in the treatment
of children. In addition to children's sanatoria of wvarious kinds, other types

of institutions for treatins children exist and are teirg developed: sanatorium-
style rre-school imstitutions for children with various senatorium~style disorders,
forest schools, specialized toardings schools and youny picneer health camps,

€2. Cuccess in mothsr and child health care is larrely a result of the higch level
of Soviet nedical science and the practical apolication of the advences made,
Durin® the vears of Soviet pcwer, child mortelity has decreesed more than

tenfold.

€3. The State's narticular concern for the health of the youncer reneration has
tecn emtodied in article 49 of the Constitution of the Brelorussian SSR, unéer
which child labcur, except in connexion with the child's formel education and vork
training, is prohidbited. The employment of younr persons under the aze of 16 is
prohibited, In exceptionzl cases, and vith the consent of the factory, works or
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local trade uniop committee, it is permissidle to enpluy youar persons vho bhave
reached the age of 15 {article 173 of the lLabour Code of the Byelorussian SSR}.

6L, Procedures for the employment and production trainin~ of younsg veople who
bhave conpleted their studies at ~eneral education schools, vocational~technical
or technical institutions and other persons under 18 are laid down for all
enterprises and orranizations {article 182 of tbe Labour Code of the Byelorussian

SSR).

65. Hinors (persons under the are of 18} have the same rights as adults in regard
to the legal emvloyment relationship, but where vork safety, wvorking hours, leave
and certain other working conditions are concerned thev enjoy the privileses laid
dowvn in the Labour Code and in other instruments of latour legislation (article 17
of the Labour Code of the 3Byelorussian SSR),

6€, The employment of persons under 18 years of are in arducus work, work in
unhealthy or 4sn~erous working conditions or wmderground work, is probhibited
{article 175 of the labour Code of the Byelorussian SSR),

€7. A list of industries, occupations, specialized trades and jobs in vhich
persons under the age of 17 may not bde employed was approved by a decision of the
State Committee on labour and social affairs of the USSR Council of Ministers with
the assent of the All-Uniop Central Council of Trade Unions, on 29 Aurust 1959.
The list has sutsequently been amended and expanded. The current list names about
3,000 trades and occurations in which the use of Juvenile labour is not permitted.

€8, Similarly, the training of persons under 18 years of age for listed
occupations, specialized trades and jobs under the individual-group traininz system
is prohibited., Certain limitations on the use of juvenile labour are established
by legislatiorn mot only to protect the life and health of minors, but also in the
interests of their proper upbrincing. It is precisely for this reason that there
is a2 ban on the exployment of mimors for work related to the production, storere

or sale of alcoholic beveranes.

69. It is also prohibited for minors to cerry or move loads exceeding the weight
limits established for them {article 175 of the Labour Code of the Byelorussian
SSR).

70. Persoms under 18 years of ape may dbe employed only after a preliminary medicel
examinatior ard they must underro a compulsory medical examination each successive
year until they reach the age of 18 (article 176 of the Labour Code of the

Byelorussian SSR).

71. #anual and non-manual workers e~ed between 16 and 1R work a 36=hour veek,
and versons aved between 15 and 16 work a 2k-hour wee! (article 43 of the Labour

Code of the By:lorussian SSR).

72. Manual mand non-manual workers under 18 years of are are entitled to annual
leave of one calenisr nonth {article A7 of the Labour Code of the Byelorussian SSK).

,.‘.
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They may take annual leave during the summer or, if they prefer, at any other time
of the year {article 178 of the Labour Code of the Byelorussian SSR),

73. Output quotas for worlers under the age of 13 are fixed on the basis of the
quotas for adult workers, but are reduced in rronortion to the workirp bours of
persons under the age of 18. Reduced output quotes may be established in
circunstances, within limits and for veriods established ™ lercislation, for
young vorkers who take up employment in an enterprice or or-anization after
completing their studies at reperal educetion schools or at vocetional-technical
trainins institutes or in special courses and alsoc for thLose who have received
on-the-job traininr. These cuotas are fixed by the manzrement of the enterprise
or oreenization concerned in a-reecent with the factorrs, vorks or local trade
union comittee (article 180 of the Labour Code of the Byelorussianm SSR),

7h. Manual and non-nesual workers under the age of 18 who work reduced daily hours
are paid at the sarce rate &s manual and non-nanual vorkers in corres»onding
catepories vorking a full workinm day. !anual and pon-nanual workers under the age
of 1€ who perform work peid at piece rates are paid st the rates established for
adult workers and receive a supplementary vevment oa the basis of the tarif? rates
to compensate for the time by vhich their working day is reduced in cormarison to
that of adult vorkers ({article 181 of the Labour Code of the Byelorussian SST).
‘fanual and non-nanual vorkers under the ave of 1 may not be required to do nipght
or overtime vork or to work on rest days (article 177 of the Labour Code of the
Byelorussian SSR).

75. Young workers who have completed their studies at vocational-technical and
technical schools and youns specialists praduatin~ froo hipher and secondary
specialized educational institutions, are provided vwith emvloyment in accordance
with their smecialized skills and oualifications {article 124 of the Labour Code
of the Byelorussian SSR),

76. ilanagement may not dismiss manual or mon-manual workers under the ace of 15
unless, in addition to observing the reneral rules concerning disnissal, it has
the consent of the district or city ilinors Board. Dismissal is allowed on such
grounds as the closure of the enterrrise, institution or oreanization, a reduction
ir the number of its ermployees and staff or the unsuitability of the manual or
non-manuel worker for the post occupied or the work to be performed, cving to
insufficient qualifications or to a state of healtb that prevents him from
continuing such work. The reinstatement in & post of a manual or non-manusl worker
who previously held it is alloved only in exceptional circurstances and is not
permitted unless the vorker concerned has bhaen found alternative emplovment
{article 185 of the Labour Code of the 3Syelorussian SSF).

77. In this comnexion, it should be noted that in the "velorussian SSR, ell
children of school are attend school. The number of pupils in the general education
schools of the Bvelorussian SSP is 1.5 million.

78. Child and Juvenile labour is prohibited in the Bvelorussian SSR by law, but a
rood attitude to work and basic workin~ habits are fostered at an early are, The
schools and the V. I, Lenin All-Union Younr Pioneers Orranization perform a ~reat

l.'.



E/1980/6/244,18
En-lish
Pare 1k

service in educating students for work, The Young Pioneers Organization, which
unites children fyon 10 to 15 years of ave in its ranks on a voluntary basis,
encourares children to nerticipete tc the extent of their abilities in scciaily
useful work suited to their azes wrd cepetilities. Pioneers collect screp metal

and vaste paper, take mart in street laniscaping projlects, keen schcol premises
clean, help adults witk the harvest durin~ the holidays etc, This qives children an
opportunity to acquire social habits vitnin the collective, develop the ability

to tackle any Job constructively and cultivate a love of work end a readiness to
strive, in future, for the gfood of society.
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T9. The Constitution of the Byelorussian 337 estsblishes tial Lhc suprewme _on
of social production under sceialist is the fullest possidle satisfaction of the
people's prowving caterial and intellectual requirerezts {article 15). The policy
of raising the livicg stendards of the working pedple is iaplesiented both through
approprizte legislation and by means of the necessary practical steps. Migh
living standards are guaranteed by the entire system of social ownership and the
planned production and distridutiom of the national incore created by the
collective labour of all citizens of the country. Article 23 of the Constitutioo
of the 3yelorussian SER states thet the State pursues a steady opolicy of rairing
workers®' vay levels and resl incomes cn the basis of the ~rovth in labeour
productivity.

80. The Comstitution of the Syelorussian SSP cuarantees the right to work,
education and social velfare. Full erployment of vorkers. constantly expeading
public production and the system of free general and vocational training constitute
the basis on which the population receives increasing returns from work in the
fort of manuel and non-manual workers’ salaries end incoze from the puclic
administration of collective farms.

81. Stable retail prices for basic commodities, full employment, the atsence of
inflation, the steady grovth of wages and the satisfaction of needs fror tte
social funds are characteristics of the increase in the resl incomes of vorking
people in the Byelorussian SSR.

82. The number of manual and non-ganual workers in the Byelorussian SSR
increased froc 3,075,000 in 1970 to 3.860,00C in 1976.

83. Duricg the years of tte ninth five-year plan (1971-1975) natiopal income
rose ty 47 per cent and real per capita income by 28 per cent, and payments ard
benefits fron the socisl consumption funds amounted to 13.1 billion roubles,

an increase by a factor of 1.4 in comparison with the period of the wcighth
five.year plan. The average monthly were of nenual and non-manual vorkers
increased by 18.4 per cenmt and the income of collective farmers froo puklic
production rose by 37 per cent.

Bu. Reel per capita income increased by 16.4 per ceot during the four yesrs of the
current five-year plan {1975-1079); the average income of manual and zon-ranual
vorkers rose by 16.2 per cent and the income of collective farmers frem public
production increased by 32 per cent. The amount of vayrents and benefits grovided
to the populaticn from the social consurption funds increased by 2L.L per cent
durins this period and reached 3.7 billion routles compared with 3 billiam roubles
in 1975. .

85. In 1979, real per capita income rose by b per cent. The average monthly vage
of manual and non-manual vorkers increassed by 3.2 per ceat and the incooe of
collective farn workers from public production rose by 7 per cent., The paynents
and benefits received by the population from the socisl :siesumption funds
increased by 3.9 per cent. Thus, the standard of living of the ropulation is
steadily rising.

loon



N\

E/1080/%/:44.18
Englich
Paze 14

£6. The risht of citizers to personsl ovmerchirz of their lebour income and
savinss iz protected by lav. All enterprises and establishments of the
Fyelorussian TSR are owned by the State or co-vpcrative-collective farms or by
putlic or-anizations (for exemple, trzde unions), and the couulry's cconwmic life
is directei ond determined by Ctate economic end sccial development plans. Thus
the possibility of the tenkruptey of entcrprises or of their closure by the courts
is elirinated. In the Iyelorussian 3SR, the paynent of wages at established
levels is puaranteed recardless of the financial state of the enterprise or
establichr.ent.

3T. Particuler attention is paid to puaranteeing the incame of the workers.
Jitizens of the Iyelorussisn USR have the right to juaranteed employment end pay
in accordence vith the guantity and suality of their work znd not below the stete-
estublishe: minicum (article 38 of the Crastituticn of th~ Bvelcrussierm FSPR),

3. Minioum rates of pay are increased in accordance vith state socizl and
economic developient plans, which provide for pinimr wage levels. Along with
the constsnt grovth in salaries, a rise in rminimir incore is ensured by a wvhole
srstex of measures in the field of taxation: the minirum level of aarned

incone no%t sibject to tex is beinz incremsed systecsticelly and tax rates on
relatively Tov errmed Incomes are trinr reduced. Petvesp 1973 and 1075, the tax-
free :dpirur vas increased by nearly 17 per cent, und tax rates on lo7 earned
incore were reduced vy 15 per cent.

$9. An sdequate stancdari of livinx is _uerapteed not only for workers, but also
for those unahle 15 vori:, thrcush the social wvelfere and social insurance syster,
Zitizens of the vrelorussian SSR have the ri-%t to rointenance in old age, in
sickness, in the event of complete or pertial disetility, during Precnancy an’
childbirts and in toe event of loss of the breal-vwirzer (article L1 of the
Constitution of tle Dyelorussisn CSR). This rieht provides for the payment of
benefits to manuel and non-menuel workers and ccllective farrers during teriods
of temrorary disability and the payment of rensions on grounds of old are,
dis:rility or the loss of the bread-winner, out of State an? collective farm
res;urces: thic richt also rrovides for cere for the ared and thz disabled and
other t:mes of social velfare. In sddition to the existing benefits, newv, broader
benefits were introduced in 1580 for invalids of the Great “atriotic ‘2r and

also for ipvalids frup the errel forces {2 50 ger cent reduction in erartrent
rents 2nd in psyrments for corrunal services, exetption froc income tax, increased
levels of pensicns for a nurber of caterories, a free trir once e vear on railvays
or river steamers). Particirants in the civ‘l wvar end the Creat Patriotic Wer
and in other tilitury operations in deferce of the —otherland enjoy a 50 par cent
reductior in incore tax, Ther elsu heve priority ir obtaining accomzodation.

90, Frensionc and benefits are reid froc public resocurces, and no contritutions
cf any kiwd ore levied from the ropulation for this purpose. Ivery yeer,
subestrntial firds ere allocated froz the Stete budget of the Fepuhlice for the
payuent of henefits, pencions and cther tymes =f scciel insurance. During the
rericd of the ninth five-year nlan (19T71-1075) State exvenditure on the payrent
of pensions und allovances slone anounte: to over 3.3 »illion roubles, oOr

€3 per sent ~ore than durin- the jrevious five years.

!...



*/1980/6 /A24.13
™2lish
Pare 17

91. Fror 1976 to 1950, there was a further imrrovement in social imngurance for
the population. As a result of an inercese in puximum pesision rates and other
measures, exrenditure on all types of social assictance amcunted to over

6 tillion ruubles during the five-year period, compared with 4.8 billion roudbles
during the previous five-year plen.

02, The Stzte raintains all institutions concerned with educaticn. health end
culture and also health and resort facilities. The risht to free educationm,
vocetionzl training, medical services and leisure i3 ruaranteed under the lavw
{articles 32, 40 and 43 of the Constitution of the 2yelorussian S3R). Partially
disa>led people are offered possibilities of work.

33. Payrents ~nd bepefits froz the sociel consumption funds (rensisns, allovances,
bursaries an’ also resources focr free health care, ecucation and culture) irereace
the pay of =anual and none-menual workers by more than one third, Additionally.

the “tate assumes responsibility for the costs of constructins houcinge, camrunal
enterprises, nospitels snd other social service fecilities, thereby freeing
fazilies frot the onus of raying for these facilities therselves.

Gh, The le-ally established right to accorrodation for each ecitizen is of
particular i Dortance in & syste: thet ruarantees living conditions for the
population. Ghis rignht, according to article L2 of the Constitution of the
Lyelorussian S&HR, is ensured by the developrent ard upkeep of state and
socially-oumed housing, by assistance for co-operastive ard individual house
building, by fair distribution, under publie control, of the housing that tecones
availsble through the imnlementation of the gregrar—e of building well-sppointed
dvellinzs end Lty low rents and low charges for utility services.

95. In the 3Syelorussian SSR, the profit motive is totally excluded fror housing
construction and, furthermore, levels of rents by no mesns cover the operational
repair ecd maintepance costs of housing. Apartment rents and peyments for
caxnunal services cover about 32 per cent of expenses, and the remaipinz sum is
defreyed froc State resources end constitutes 2 separate item of expenditure
under the State budget. She consistently low level of spartmert rents (only

3 to L per cent of the incore of manual and nor-nanuzl workers’ fauilies) ensures
a rood sarrly of housins for ell fanilies, including families with relatively low
incomes. The system of the copstruction and zaintenance of housins at State
expense is the econamic dbasis for the eguality of rights of all citizens in
relstion to access to housing.

96. Sterdily ;rowins: incomes for the population are ensured by the planned
develop=ent of the production of consumer iter's and goods. Food and industrial
goods rroduced in the State and collective farr<co-operstive sectcrs are supplied
to the population througi State and co.-cperative marteting., includin~ public
cateriar.

97. In order to increase consumption, major investments are peade every year in
agriculture and in the food and lieht industries so as to ensure a systematic
grovth of production in these sectors. CStable retajl prices ror the dasic ~oods
in ‘uss demand ensure a high level of consumption aponr all croups of the
population. Freferential rrices have Leen estabtlished for children's goods =nd
also for tr:nsport services and cowunal enterprises.
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ZFie  Ihe sele of major vonsumer poods to the population in State and co-operative
trading, 1nc1uding rublic catering. is growing everv year. Thus, if the sele

' uall goads in 1970 was 190 in covperable prices it increased to 149 im 197€,
155 in 1977 ard 135 in 1072,

v2.  The population’s consumptinn of the mator industrially produced goods is
ris.ng every year. For >xample, the sale of articles of .lothing to the
porvlation has increcsed as {ollows:

Petril seles in State apd coc-crerative tradine

{(nillions of roubles)

1575 1975 1977 1978
Talrica 215.7 e3l.2 238.6 233.0
Clothip~ end linen,
sats and furs 73k.1 135.9 8ko.1 882.2
¥nitted roods, sogls
and stockings 431,32 LgLk,2 L67.6 $08.9

Thus the population’s right to adequate clothing is guaranteed and developed
through c.onstantly increasing volumes of the production and sale of the goods in
guestion and alsc as & result of the increase in the real incomes of the
population already noted.

1C0. One of the nost irportant means of improving the standard of living inm i
the Ireluorussian SST is the furtber developrent of asriculture. Article 22 of the
Constitution states: A prozramme is being copsistently implerepted in the
Byelcrussian SSF to convert asricultural work into a variety of industrial
ocguiations, to extend the network of educationel, cultural and medical
institutions, and of trade, public catering, service srd public utility facilities
io rural l:e¢wlities, and transform hanmlets and villaces into well-planned and
vell-.appointed settlezents ', The process of agricultural specialization end
concentration is taking place on the basis of intersectoral co-operation and
acro-industrial integration. Material incentives for workers, and grester material
motivation for increasing production, sre beine introduced on a broad scale.

101, ‘lessures are also being taken to increase the efficiency of spring field
serations and of harvesting in order to ensure that the work is carried out in
rocd tire and is of pood quality  and to increase deliveries of agricultural
rachinery, nineral fertilizers, chemical toxins etc. for arriculture,

102. Sroad-scale collective production has cruated favourable conditions in the
Syelorussian SSR for the mechenization of agricultural work and for elleviating
the wor' of the peassnts. At present, the collective and State farms are the

wair. producers and suppliers of asricultural products to the ltate, The average
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annual pross out—:t of agricultural products is steedily growing. The yield of
grain znd other crops is irproving, the pumbers of all types of livestock are
increasin; and their fertility is rising. Over iLhe past 13 years, sraic
production fas increased 2.2 times in collective and “tate farms, milk - 2 tires,
meet - 2.7 tines and ezgs - over T tires,

103. The ircreased industrial rearing of livestock end the construction of
comrleies represent an important aspect of the process of intensifying agricultural
production, Area specialization in crop growing, taking into acccunt naturel and
clizatic conditiors, is beins developed. There is greater specialization ard
increased councentration of the cultivation of ipdustrisl crops, vegetables and
rotatces.

104, As ssricultural enterprises become =ore srecialized, thay are supplied with
hizh-productivity wachines, sppliances, and equiprent to nake it possible to
achieve the full-scale mechenization of production procesczs both im crop
cultivation and ir livestock rearing and to further eniznce the labour
productivity and efficiency of agricultural production, it present, e number cof
inter-sectoral enterprises set up by collective and State farms by means of
combining cart of their rescurces in order to organize production on a codern
technological basis and irrrove the mancgement of oroduction and labour are
successfully operatins in the Reputlic. The link between science and production
has been developed in the orpanization of scientific-production associetions
(for pedizree livestock b-eeding, producing seeds for perenniel ~rasses, grain
crops and potatoes and providing agro-chemical services to collective and State
farzs and scientific-economic asgricultural associations).

105. The links betvsen agriculture and the rmanufacturing industry ere beirg
inereasinsly croadly develcped and a groving nimber of erro-industrial

enterprises are beiny set up. This aptrlies, in particular,6 tO such Sectors as
cattle-raisin-, beet and flax groving, etc. It is crecisely as a result of

tae proscress ~ade in the development of agriculture that high levelc have beern
attained ir Zyelorussia and in such sectors of the manufacturing industry as gmeat,
milk, tinned goods, susar and flax processing. There is 2 State system of guality
control for apricultwral preducts vhich operates on the basis of the standards
Gerended,

106. An iacreasinglv btroad and rational use is beinr m:ade of the kepublic's
natural resources - land wealth, forests, water, mineral ores etc. - in developir:
public troduction and increasing incdustriel and agricultural production. and
environmental protection reasures are being improved. Tatural resources are used
to improve the health of the nopulation and increase its material well-heing and
cultural level. In recent years, K land. water and forest codes and codes on
r.ineral ores have been adopted by the 3yelorussian SEI, end other acts ere being
prerared on the rational use of natural resources and on environ—entel nrctection.

107. The tasic means of irplexenting the comprehensive prograrme for the
developuent of agricultural production in the Neputlic is enhancing the
productivity of the land and increasinz its fertility by introducing ioto each farm
@ scientifically based systen of land use, c ren-e of measures to control soil

!
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ervsioh, new strains and hybrids, nrogressive techniques for the cultivation and
horvesting Of agricultural crops and the rationel use of {~rtilizers, pesticides
and disecse-control substances.

107, ihe protection and rationel use of land resources, the improvement of soil
fertility and the correction of deficiencies in soil-formation processea in the
Republic sre the object of constant concern on the part of the State. Considerable
metericl, finencial and labour resources are sllocated for the implermentation of
these teesures. This work is carried out on a planred tasis. At present, the
total gre: of drained land in the Remublic has reached 2.3 million bectares, or
2.4 per cent of all the land riquiring drainage., A totel area of 156,000 hectares
is irri-atec.

109, The recultivation of land areas destroyec in the process of mining useful
ores is an essential festure of land use, Recultivated lund. dependins on
econc.ic feasibility, is used for farminx, fishing or torestry.

110. The trouad-ran-ing work to intensify agricultural producticn is preducing
favoura™le results. In 197€, a large sroup cof collective farms snd Ctate farms
secured grain vields of betveen 30 and 50 centners per hectare; 64 per cent

of the farmc obtiin between 200 end k0O centners of suger beet per hectare: and
rmary farnus secure potato harvests of between 300 wnd 350 centners per hectare.

111. Ip solving the problems of increasing the yiell of agricultural production
and iuproving its juality, an ivportant recle is played by science and advarced
practice. Xt present, 11 scientific-research and design-tecknology institutes

es well as six State resional and two specinlized exmperirentel stations carry out
scieptific research vorl in agriculture, Cver 2,000 scientific workers vork in
them, ineluding 40 doctors and 900 persons holding candidste of science

de;rees.

112. ;5 a result of the efforts made by the Republic in the realm of sgricultural
production, there has been & marked increase in the consumption of high-quality
products and eating babits have noticeably izproved. CDCuring the period from

1965 to 1978, per cepita meat consumption in the Republic increassed by an average
of 13 kilograrms, that of milk products rose by 91 kilogramms and that of ergs
nore than doubled.

113. Collective and individual subsidiary azriculture also help improve the
standerd of livipng of the pcpulation.

114, In accordance with the lav, eack industrial enterorise, organization and
estatlishrent, as vell as children‘'s school, redical and other orzanizations, may
engege in subsidiary ferming to produce arricultur:l goods so as to irprove the
supply of such poods to manual end non-panual workers. These subsidiary {arms
supply a certain proportion of the produce - meat, milk, votatoes, vegetables.
fruit ete. - consuued in wanual and non-wanusl workers' canteens in addition to
viat is supplied fror Stete funds,

115, A1l citizens receive their basic income from participation im public
procuction and from the social funds (heslth, educstiun. social security, cultural
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und cuwaunal facilities etc.). At Lhe sanme tire, by law, they have the rigcht to
enrage iu private subsidiary Tarming in order to obtain edditional income. Ia
acrordance vith article 13 of Lhe Corstitution of the Pyelorussian STF and other
lavs, citizens mey ve rranted the use of plots of land for subsidiery farnin~:

and may ovn certain quantities of livestock and rowltry in towns, plots of land
may be -ranted to citizens in collective and individual rarket-sardens for

crowin; potatoes, vepetables and other food ite~s in order to entance their
well-bein~, They keep the produce grown on ellotwents and in narket-gardens whkich
they need for their own consumption, and they ere entitled to sell the surplus

in the market,

116. As to the gquestion of intermationel co-operation in eliminating hur ~er anr-
poverty. the Pvelorussian SSR is convinced that the restructurin- of inter:-ti..gl
economic relations on a Just and democratic basis and the economic and social
progress of all countries, including the developin~ countries, are inseneratly
linked with the protlems f disarmement and of the strengthenin- of pesce ard
international security. Furtler progress in deepenins and strenrthenine détente,
liziting and halting the arms race ard using the resources absorted by the arrs
ruce for constructive purposes would create favourable prospects for the econonic
end social progress of the reople< and would help solve the world food protlem.

117. The Dyelorussian SCR also believes that the solution of the provler of
securing increases in agricultural production depends significantly on the derree
of cubilization of internal resources in countries and on the extent to 'rhich
th:y introduce dewocratic agrerian reforms and other prosressive socio-econcric
chances,
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III. SFTICE )7+ 77 RISHT T3 PHYSICAL AT PSYOHPLOPICAL HFALTE

118, The right of citizens of te Fyeloruszisn SSR to herlth protection is
suzrantaed unfer the Constitutior of ti*~ Byelorussien SST and tle Fealth Act of
the Lyelorussion 3R,

11", frticls U2 of the Constit:tion of the Byelorussimn SOR states:
"Citizenc o“ ti:e Tyelorussian SSR “rve the right to health protection.

"Tuais richt is ensured by free, quelified melical care vrovided by
state henlt: institutions: Yy the extension of the netrrork of therapeutic
and healt'1~ uilding inctitutions; b the developrent and irbrovement of
sefety and hiriene in industry an® by c2rreir~ out broad nreventive measures:
by measures to ivprove the environvent*® by snecial care for the health of
th: younrer rceneration. ireludin~ vrohidbiticn of ¢»ild labour, excludine
the vor¥ dore Hv children as pert of th» school curriculum; and by develoving
rosearch to nrevent end reduce the incidence of disense and ensurs citizens
#» lonr cnd sctive lile.”

120. Trere are 2lso & purber of other constit'mionnl vrovigiors w-ic» are desicned
to rrotect the “eslth of the incividual. Thev inclufe, in »marticular, article $5
of the Constitution of the [yelcrussian SSR o1 the court orotection of the life
4nj health of citizens: article 21, in wrich the Strte un'ertekes to concem itself
vit‘ i=~rovin~ vorin- confitions and l-tour nrotecticn and wit™ peducine and
ultmetely climinatin~ all arjuous nhysical labour, article 33, concermed vith
socisl measurss o nrctect th» health of vomen: article 25. stressin~ the
sirmificances af the ~h-siecal develovrent. of vouns neovla: end article 1%, on the
zuontion of th necessary raasur=s to ovrotect and meske scientifie, rational use of
the land »n? its mineral ané water resources and the »lent a=d sninal kinpdoms,

tc rreserve ts turit of air and waster, ensure reoroduction of natural vealth and
isrreve the rPuean anvirorment. “any of t-ese constitutional rrovisjons are
Seveleom23 nd ade ror~ snegific in the Health Act of the Byelorussian SSR and in
other zots.

121, e nezlt'i~car: lecisletion in forece in the 3velorusaian SSR provides thet it
is ¢he dut» of al) State boiins, enterrrises, esteblish=ents &nd orgenizations to
wrotect t'e wweglth of t-~ no~ulation. Tre=de uni-n, co-onerative an? other vublic
erranizaticrs ilsoe to™e rart in wrotectin - the lralth of the population in
acccriancs it their stotutes (re-ulat’o=e?,

122. Th. lecisletion eles r—ovider thet citizens of t“s Tyelorussian SSP themselves
su~t “ale core of treir ovn health ard the henlth of other members of society
{-rticle 3 of th> tcalth Actij.

123, Ir ececrdnnce “rith the leriglative vrovisio=~, aliens and stafeless persone

residin: mer-snently in the Evelorussiar TSR have access to medical se-vices on
e sr~¢ basis as citizens.
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124, The heslth-care lerislation in force in the countrr re~ulates ir Aetail
questions of the health end evidemiolopical relfare of the nopulstior, radicel

and wreventive services for the rooulation, maternal wnd child velfere, trestrent
at sanatoris and health resorts, orranized leisure, tourism and nhvsical educction,
specialized medicine and medicinal end creventive services.

125. The State is implementinz a comprehensive prosrearme of measurec desicomed to
improve the organization of word at health-care institutions, reduce tre incidence
of disease and prevent accifents, improve the quality of medical services and
exrand sneciglized medical services, develop the materisl and technical hase for
heelth care, improve the vork of scientific research institutes and medical hisher
educational establishments and broeadly incornerate into medical nrectice the
achievements of science and techmolory, advanced e:merience anAd the scientific
orgenization of work. Scientific establishments of the Miristry of Lealth of the
Byelorussian SSR are carryine out scientific resesrch about t*2 vav in whicr the
environment is affected *y factories producir~ ovranic synthetics, potassium
fertilizers sni fibrezlzss, livestoe' raisin~ centres esnd traffic noise, These
establishments are also corducting research on the prevention of adverse effects on
human health. In addition, research is hein? carried out or hvriene rerulsetions
for a number of cherical sutstances, pesticides and nhysical indicators.

126. The concern of the State and of society as a whole about putliec heslth ie¢ not
confined to tie orsanization of medical services for t“e nonulation but extends

t. an extremely broad ranze of questisns relatin-~ to the health of citizens. This
princinle of the orgenization of n2tional health care arises fro~ the nreventive
nature of many health-care neasure-, Prevention is not a narrov bureaucrati~
function of the health-carz bodies, It is sssured tw tve entire syste- of
socio~economic measures of society desipmed to protect t'e epvironmsnt ant labour
and improve livine conditions. Under socialism, vrevention is universal in natura,
In our era, nrevemtior does not simoly involve health care and the nrevention of
illness but goes one ster further and airs to ensure tr+ harmonious develorrent of
the individusl br extendin-~ to all asvects of his life an”® oromotir- health ceras
not siwrly for individuals or groups of the povulstion, but for the entire
community.

127. At the present stace, prevention includes broed health snd hygiene messures
(environmental protection, improvement of worlir~ conditions, sanitery control of
the desin, construction and overation of technolories =»n' of installations of
various types), nessures for the prevention of epiderics (ensurin~ epidemolocicel
welfare and ~revention and control of enidemic Aiscases ete.) ond slso
socio-medical measures,

128. The socio-medical measures immlemented by the medical and vreventive
establishments aim directly to control the most videsnresd and dan~erous diseases,
in particular cardio-vascular diseases, cancer etc. In many cases, these measures
are of a comorehensive stateevide nature an”® include a broad range of provisions
for the prevention and active early detection of digesse and the active
ocbservution of individuals and entire collectives.
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129. Because of the incressins effects of mar's industricl activity on the
environrent and the socio-economic significance of healthy and seafe conditions, the
RByelorussian SSR maye great attention to various aspects of environmental protection
end of iroroving labour coaditions and also of preventine adverse effects of the
urbanization trocess.

139, In the Brelorussian SSR, measures are designed an? irmlenmented to Aevelop an”
imvrove safety technicues and industrial hyriene and to exmand the network of
establishments for treatinrs and irproving t-e health of citizens. There is elso
the imnlepentation of broad vreventive measures to orotect the health of the
youncer generation and to expand scientific rescarch aired st preventine disease
end reducing moroidity, epsuring many years of active life for citizens.

131. The labour-protection legislation in force in the Bvelorussian SSR incluces
porms and rules regulatine the vlannin~ ard organizatior of labour vrotection anAd
norms and rules on safety techniques ard industrial hygiene.

132, Under article 13 of the Labour Code of the Bvelorussian SSR, all enternrises
and csiablishments must take the necessar stevs to orohidit and eliminate unhealthy
vortine conditions, ~reveat accidents and maintain appropriate levels of health and
ky~iene in wor% pleces. Article 26 of the Health Act of the Byelorussian SSR
vrovides t“at the menegers of enterprises establishnents ani orzanizations must
ensure that inlustrial premises and worir~ areas are raintained in accordance

with the health anC hygiene norms and rules.

133. Thcose norms =nd rul:s contain health and hv~-iene requirements for industrial
and subridiary buildinrs and pr-~miszs and also lay dovn reximur ner~issidble
concentrations of harmful <ceses. steem, dust and otrer sudbstances in the air of
industriel rremises, vermissitle levels of temnerature, *umiditv, air movement an4
netursl aad artificial lichtin-. In ell necessarv cases, workers ere nrovided
vith soecinl clotiine, footivreer and protective devices, all free of charpe.

134. “anual enc pon-ranuel wcrkers in all categories underro comnulsorv medical
exeinations vher tnkin~ un emmloyment and® at neriodic irtervale ¢n order to
deterrine their suitebility for the worl they nerform e~ to prevent occupational
disceses. Preli=iperv and meriodic medical exarinetiors of workers are orranized
by medicnl end -ealth units and polyclinics attached to iniustriel enterorises
end 2150 ty medical-rreventive irstitutions. If it is nroved pecessary in the
#dicel examinatian, the vorker is given medicel and rchedilitative care. Thie
inclules treatmert at hospitals or health resorts, rest hones or vreventive
elinics end tem-orary transfer to li~hter wor'.

135. 4ll the exseases involved in orovicine medjcal exaninations are borne by thre
erternrise at levels established b the local orrens of State porrer - the exscutive
conmittees of the locnl soviets of veorles' deputies. Vorkers retai- their
avera~e earninss qurin~ redical examir~tior or screenin-.

136. n crder to i—mrove the level of specialized malical care for the vonulation

an’ to ~n-e effactive use of the nurher of hospitel beds avmiletle anc of mrdical
technolo— and rersonnel, lar~e, multi-nurpo~s hcs~tals are beirr~ built in the
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Republic and, at the srme time, the existin-~ hosritel network is beine
reconstructed and exvanded. In the cource of the ninth five-yvear nlan (17T2-1975)
L0 hospitals and new winrs for existines hospitals were huilt, wit» 9,800 beds:
during this period, the number of ho0snital beds incr-ased bv 13.6 mer cert. At
nresent, there are 122 hosnital beds for every 10,000 merbers of the porulstion in
the Penubliec.

137. The concern of tho State about the health of the neorle is Ae~onstrated br
the all-round improvement in the ocuality of medical services an® the level of
orranizational work and the strenpthenin- of tie firct level of hezlth care:
district services, first aid, rural district hosvitals =nd ovt-natient cliries.
There are nlans for the further develomwment of convalescert centres end of
specialized services in cardiology, cancer, treumetolomv. npulronarv disease an’
other types of medical care,

138. The social policy of the socialist State ir the field of health care sni the
irplenentation of socio-preventive measures have made possitle e historicelly
unprocedented gdvence fror the extremely lo level o0 ' lic health which existed
in our country before the Great Oc¢toder Socialist Revolition to tha present
situation wvhich is cheracterized by verv favourable irlicators. Before tiue

Great October Socialist Revolution thore vms no unified system of health car~ in
the Byelorussian SSR. In 1013, trere vas one doctor for everv 7,700 veonle. £t
present, there are 37,900 doctors, or 32.3 doctors for everv 10,000 peorle.

139. These chanres, which have taken place within tha 19 7eti-e of a sin-l~
generation, have effected ell the basic indicetors of nublic health: the
Aistribution and incidence of variovs diserses, t'»~ Jesth-rate an® the causes >f
death, nhysical grouth ete.

140. Durin~ this period, the average life exvactarcy of the nonulatior of the
Byelorussian SSR has doubled,

141. As has been noted sbove, special attention is vaid te rrotectins the health
of the younper generation: a sycte= of smnecinl medical-mreventive en? health
measures and s network of institutions for children and voung peotle are beine
develoned.

142. One of the indicators of t e conditions ereat~d in the Byelorussisn S&% to
ensure a hir* level of rhyvsicel ard rsycholosical health for the noruletion is

the nurber of neople who take part ir »hysical trainir~. The nuber of neorle VMo
rezularly ta'c part in nhysical treimin~ rrouns was 1,947,400 in 1970,

2,035,900 in 1976 and 2,26£,000 in 1973.

1k3. The information supplied above ghovs thet the Byelorussiep SSR is fully

irplementing the provisione of articles 9, 10, 11 and 12 of t*e Intermsztinnel
Covenant on Zconomic, Social end Culturel Ri~hts, both i+ its lesislation and
in practice.
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