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INTRODUCTION 

1 . The present annual report of the Economic Commission for Africa covers the period 7 May 1993 to 
5 May 1994. It has been prepared in accordance with paragraph 18 of the Commission's terms of 
reference and was adopted by the Commission on 4 May 1994. 

CHAPTER I 

I. MATTERS CALLING FOR ACTION. BY THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 
OR BROUGHT TO ITS ATTENTION 

A. Matters calling for action by the Council 

2. At the twenty-ninth session of the Commis
sion/twentieth meeting of the Conference of African 
Ministers responsible for economic and social 
development and planning held in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia.from 2 to 5 May 1994, the Conference of 
Ministers recommended the following draft resolu
tions and declarations for adoption by the Council: 

770 (XXIX). 

Draft resolution I 

Effective implementation of the 
United Nations New Agenda for 
the Development of Africa in the 
1990s (UN-NADAF) 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Bearing in mind its memorandum to the Ad 
Hoc Committee of the Whole of the United Nations 
General Assembly on the Final Review and Appraisal 
of the Implementation of the United Nations Pro
gramme of Action for African Economic Recovery 
and Development, 1986-1990 (UN-PAAERD), 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 46/151 
of 1 8 December 1 991 and its annexes on the 
assessment of the implementation of the United 
Nations Programme of Action for African Economic 
Recovery and Development, 1 986-1 990 and the 
United Nations New Agenda for the Development of 
Africa in the 1990s, respectively, 

Realizing that while during the period of the 
United Nations Programme of Action for African 
Economic Recovery and Development, 1986-1 990 
African countries managed to fulfil many of their 
undertakings, the donor community did not make 
available the resources which they had promised, 

Noting that the first two years of the United 
Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa 
in the 1 990s have been beset by inadequate 
resources from the international donor community, 

Mindful also of the fact that Africa's social 
and economic development is primarily the respon
sibility of African Governments and people, in con
cert with the international community who have 

accepted the principle of shared responsibility and 
full partnership with Africa, 

Bearing in mind the reports of the Secretary
General on "Preliminary consideration of the imple
mentation of the United Nations New Agenda for 
the Development of Africa in the 1990s"1 on 
"Need for and feasibility of the establishment of a 
diversification fund for Africa's commodities" 2 and 
on "Financial resource flows to Africa" 3 submitted 
to the forty-eighth session of the General Assembly, 

Having considered also the secretariat's report 
on the implementation of the New Agenda4 and the 
document on programme evaluation in the Econo
mic Commission for Africa6 which includes the pro
gress report on the in-depth evaluation of Pro
gramme 45, 6 

Taking note of General Assembly resolution 
48/214 of 23 December 1 993 on the New Agenda 
which, inter alia, reiterated the expectations of the 
New Agenda and the priority attached to it, 

1 . Notes with appreciation the sustained 
efforts of the Secretary-General to ensure that 
Africa's social and economic development remains 
on the agenda of the international community 
throughout the 1990s; 

2. Reaffirms the commitment of African 
Governments to the long-term sustainable socio
economic development and growth of the region 
through the successful implementation of the poli
cies and priorities of the United Nations New 
Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s; 

3. Commends African Governments for 
their demonstrated commitment to promote econo-. 
mic development by their adoption of the Abuja 
Treaty establishing the African Economic Com
munity whose objectives are consistent with those , 
of the New Agenda; 

4. Recognizes the importance of the 
regional dimension in Africa's social and economic 
development and the potential contributions of the 
New Agenda in fostering it; 

5. Affirms the need to strengthen colla-
boration between the Organization of African Unity, · 
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the African Development Bank and the Economic 
Commission for Africa in undertaking actions to 
promote the long-term socio-economic development 
of the region; 

6. Notes with appreciation the goodwill of 
the Government of Japan in convening the Interna
tional Conference on African Development, at 
Tokyo on 5 and 6 October 1993, and in the Tokyo 
Declaration adopted by that Conference; 

7. Urges all African Governments to con-
tinue to take appropriate policy measures and 
actions for the sustained socio-economic develop
ment and growth of the region; 

8. Renews its call to Africa's development 
partners, including the United Nations agencies, 
organizations and programmes and the international 
community at large, to fulfil their commitments to 
support Africa's efforts, particularly in relation to 
resource flows to the region, the enhancement of 
Africa's access to markets and debt relief; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General to 
favourably consider, in the framework of the 
restructuring ofthe Secretariat, possible institutional 
arrangements, including additional resources and 
other means to significantly strengthen capacity at 
the Economic Commission for Africa to fulfil its co
ordination, follow-up and monitoring role for the 
implementation of the New Agenda; 

1 0. Further requests the Executive Secre
tary to closely monitor the implementation of the 
New Agenda, especially those aspects related to 
the mobilization of resources, and to report thereon 
to the next Conference of Ministers. 

L l76 (XXIX). 

Draft resolution II 

Development and strengthening 
of the Economic Commission for 
Africa's programme activities in 
the field of natural resources, 
energy and marine affairs 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 
32/197, 33/202, 44/211, 46/235, 4 7/199 and 
48/262 of 20 December 1977, 29 January 1979, 
22 December 1989, 13 April 1992, 22 December 
1992 and 20 December 1 993, Economic and Social 
Council resolutions 1987/1 0 and 1989/6 of 26 May 
1987 and 22 May 1989 and Commission resolu
tions 572 (XXI) and 602 (XXII) of 21 April 1986 
and 27 April 1987 respectively, 

Endorsing the findings and conclusions of 
self-evaluation of the Commission's subprogrammes 
concerned with natural resources, energy and 
marine affairs carried out during the biennium 1992-
1993, 

Mindful of the regrouping of the above
mentioned sectors in the revised Medium-term Plan 
1992-1997 and the relevant programme budget for 
1 994-1 995 into a single subprogramme aimed at 
enhancing the interrelationships between these 
sectors to ensure greater programme impact, 

Aware of the enhanced significance and 
strategic importance of the present natural 
resources subprogramme for sustaining the long
term objectives of the Medium-term Plan, in parti
cular with regard to the economic cooperation and 
integration of the African continent in the context 
of the Abuja Treaty, Agenda 21 and the United 
Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa 
in the 1 990s, 

Recognizing the urgency involved in streng
thening both the substantive and operational capa
city of the subprogramme in order to enhance its 
intended impact within the region, 

Noting with concern the continued stagnation 
of available resources, both regular and extrabud
getary, required to carry out activities in support of 
regional policies, programmes and projects in order 
to strengthen the African countries' capacities and 
capabilities to fully explore, exploit and develop 
their natural resources, 

Highly appreciative of the initiatives taken by 
the Secretary-General in the context of decentraliza
tion to strengthen the regional commission's acti
vities in the area of natural resources development, 
especially in the fields of mineral resources, water 
resources, cartography and remote sensing, energy 
and marine affairs, 

Convinced that the current process of decen
tralization of regular programme activities needs to 
be supported by a corresponding decentralization of 
extrabudgetary resources to complement and maxi~ 
mize existing regional capacities, 

1 . Appeals to all partners in operational 
activities for African development to give due con
sideration to the priorities assigned to the develop
ment of natural resources within the Economic 
Commission for Africa's programme of work with a 
view to funding related project activities; 

2. Calls upon member States to facilitate 
the implementation of the Commission's activities 
in natural resources development through effective 
national institutional mechanisms, in particular with 
regard to the follow-up of its recommendations 
emanating from the self-evaluation of the relevant 
subprogrammes featuring marine affairs, mineral 
resources, water resources, energy and cartography 
and remote sensing; 

3. Further ails u on the Secretary-General 
within the conte ' f the restructuring of the 
economic and social sectors of the United Nations 
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to ensure the effective decentralization of relevant 
global programmes and activities to the Commis
sion; .·- · ---.., 

/ \ 
I~~ I, ' 

4. ,, Requests that an in-depth evaluation of 
the subprogramme be undertaken during the 1994-
1995 biennium; ::J 

5. Also requests the Executive Secretary 
to report on the implementation of this resolution at 
the next meeting of the Conference of Ministers. 

Draft resolution Ill 

( 777 (XXIX). 
'---·· 

Enhancing the capacitv of 
the Multinational Pro
gramming and Operational 
Centres fMULPOCs) ) 

The Conference of Ministers, -

Recalling its resolution 311 (XIII) of 1 March 
1977 establishing the Multinational Programming 
and Operational Centres (MULPOCs), 

Recalling also its resolution 702 (XXV) of 1 9 
May 1 990 on transformation and strengthening of 
the MULPOCs and the pertinent provisions of its 
resolution 726 (XXVII) of 22 April 1992 on streng
thening the Economic Commission for Africa to face 
Africa's development challenges in the 1990s, 

Noting with satisfaction the allocation by the 
General Assembly through its resolution 46/185 of 
five additional established professional posts in the 
MULPOCs, 

Noting further with appreciation that the bulk 
of the additional resources made available under the 
United Nations regular programme of technical co
operation in 1 994-1 995 have been redeployed to 
the MULPOCs with a view to strengthening their 
capacity to provide advisory services within the 
subregions, 

Considering however, that critical areas 
remain uncovered by the expertise currently avail
able in the MULPOCs and require additional 
resources on a sustained basis which cannot be met 
through the Commission's regional advisory services 
programme, 

Noting also with satisfaction member coun
tries' continuous material support to the MULPOCs 
in providing, inter alia, office premises free of 
charge and seconding on a temporary basis national 
experts to the MULPOCs, 

Taking note of the recommendations con
tained in the draft report of the Secretary-General to 
the General Assembly on the triennial review of the 
in-depth evaluation of the programme on develop
ment issues and policies of the Commission, and 

more specifically to sections devoted to the 
MULPOCs/ 

Recalling further that the MULPOC budgets 
for the biennium 1994-1995 were approved with 
due regard to current budget restraints in the United 
Nations and pressing priorities of member countries 
and their intergovernmental organizations, 

Reaffirming the validity in the short, medium 
and long term of the mandate of MULPOCs as spelt 
out in its resolution 702 (XXV) recalled above and 
noting MULPOC activities towards the rationaliza
tion and harmonization of subregional economic 
groupings as well as substantive support to the 
latter in the formulation and implementation of their 
multisectoral programmes, 

1 . Expresses its appreciation to the 
General Assembly for measures already taken to 
strengthen the MULPOCs' capacity to adequately 
respond to the needs of their member States and 
their intergovernmental organizations; 

c·2. Supports efforts being deployed by the 
Executive Secretary to provide the M ULPOCs with 
the required critical staff and non-staff resources to 
enhance their effectiveness0 

3. Calls upon the General Assembly, 
within the framework of future budget provisions, 
to supplement efforts made by the Commission and 
member States in order to increase, as the sixteenth 
meeting of the Conference had wished, the human 
and financial resources of the Multinational Pro
gramming and Operational Centres. 

hao (XXIX). 
(~-· 

Draft resolution IV 

Implementation of the pro
gramme for the second 
Industrial Development 
Decade for Africa (1993-
2002) -.._, 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 4 7/177 
of 22 December 1992 on the adoption of the pro
gramme for the second Industrial Development 
Decade for Africa and the call made therein to the 
African countries and the international community 
to take concrete steps to ensure the full and 
successful implementation of the new Decade, 

Recalling further resolution GC.4/8 of the 
General Conference of the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization on the second Decade 
which, inter alia, requested the Director-General to 
provide increased assistance to African countries 
and their s'ubregional organizations for the imple
mentation of their national and subregional pro
grammes for the second Decade, 
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Mindful of its resolution 739 (XXVII) of 22 
April 1 992 requesting the Executive Secretary of 
the Commission to assist African countries in the 
implementation of their national and subregional 
programmes for the second Decade, 

Conscious of the crucial role that can be 
played by the private sector, local entrepreneurship 
and women in the accelerated development of 
industrialized countries and newly industrialized 
countries, 

Reaffirming the primary responsibility of the 
African countries in the implementation of the 
programme for the second Decade and the need for 
a substantial flow of technical and financial 
resources from the international community towards 
the industrialization of Africa and in particular the 
implementation of the programme for the new 
Decade, 

Further reaffirming the need for coordination 
and harmonization of the activities of the second 
Industrial Development Decade for Africa and the 
second United Nations Transport and Communica
tions Decade in Africa, 

1 . Calls upon all African countries to take 
concrete policy, institutional and other measures to 
ensure full implementation of their national and 
subregional programmes for the second Industrial 
Development Decade for Africa including the estab
lishment of an enabling environment for the 
development of the private sector and the attraction 
of substantial financial and technical resources for 
investment in the priority areas of the programme 
for the second Decade; 

2. Calls further upon Africa's development 
partners and development finance institutions 
particularly the African Development Bank, the 
World Bank, the United Nations Development Pro
gramme, the Islamic Development Bank, the Arab 
Bank for the Economic Development of Africa and 
African subregional banks and funds to allocate 
substantial resources to the implementation of the 
programme of the second Decade at the national 
and subregional levels; 

3. Also calls upon African countries which 
have not yet done so to establish national coordi
nating committees for the second Decade, take full 
account of the priorities of the second Decade in 
policy and programme formulation for the industrial 
sector including ensuring that such programmes as 
structural adjustment programmes do not adversely 
affect the implementation of the programme for the 
second Decade; 

4. Requests the Director-General of the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
to take concrete steps to ensure that the pro
gramme for the second Decade and in particular, 
the Coordination Unit for the Industrial Development 

Decade for Africa is provided with substantially 
increased human and financial resources to enable 
it to support more effectively the implementation of 
the 50 national and four subregional programmes 
for the second Decade; 

5. Adopts the Plan of Action for the 
harmonization of the implementation of the second 
Industrial Development Decade for Africa and the 
second United Nations Transport and Communica
tions Decade in Africa, taking into account the 
recommendations of the Conference of African 
Ministers of Transport, Communications and 
Planning;8 

6. Requests the Executive Secretary of the 
Commission and the Director-General of the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organization to 
undertake concrete actions required for the 
harmonization of the activities of the second 
Industrial Development Decade and the second 
Transport and Communications Decade according to 
the Plan of Action in consultation with the 
Organization of African Unity, the African 
Development Bank and other relevant organizations; 

7. Further requests the Director-General of 
the United Nations Industrial Development Organiza
tion and the Executive Secretary of the Commission 
to accord high priority to the development of the 
private sector, the participation of women and the 
utilization of African consultantS'' in their activities 
related to the second Industrial Development 
Decade for Africa; 

8. Also ~:uests the Director-General of 
the United Nations Industrial Development 
Organization and the Executive Secretary of the 
Commission, in cooperation with the Secretary
General of the Organization of African Unity, to take 
concrete steps for the promotion of the second 
Industrial Development Decade for Africa at the 
international level and the mobilization of financial 
and technical resources for the new Decade, the 
implementation of Agenda 21, the review of the 
implications for African countries' industrialization 
efforts to the Uruguay Round and t~ fundamental 
changes at the international level; ...--

9. Requests further the Director-General of 
the United Nations Industrial Development Organiza
tion to ensure that all opportunities are used to 
mobilize financial resources for the second Decade 
programme; 

10. Aooeals to the General Assembly to 
allo-cate increased resources to the Commission to 
enable it to support African countries in their efforts 
towards the establishment of the second Industrial 
Development Decade for Africa more effectively, 
especially the activities of the Committee of Ten at 
regional, subregional and national level; 
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11. Requests the Director-General of the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
and the Executive Secretary of the Commission to 
report jointly on the implementation of the present 
resolution to the Conference at its next meeting. 

j 789 (XXIX). 
l ------

Draft resolution V 

Strengthening information 
systems for Africa's 
recoyery_ and sustainable 
developmef11j 

The Conference of Ministers,/ 

.Convinced that information support is vital to 
Africa's recovery and sustainable development, 

Concerned by the underdeveloped information 
and documentation sector in many African countries 
and the inadequate financial and material resources 
available for its growth, 

Welcomi!lQ. General Assembly decision 
48/453 of 21 December 1993 recommending the 
provision of adequate staffing and resources for the 
Economic Commission for Africa subprogramme on 
information systems development, beginning with 
the programme budget for the biennium 1 994-
1995, 

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolu
tions 1992/51 of 31 July 1992 on the need to 
ground the Commission's activities in sound data 
and information system and 1993/67 of 30 July 
1 993 on the Commission's subprogramme in 
information systems development, 

Recalling also its resolutions 716 (XXVI) of 12 
May 1991 on implementing an integrated approach 
to development information and 766 (XXVIII) of 4 
May 1 993 on strengthening development informa
tion systems for regional cooperation and inte
gration in Africa, 

Am:~reciative of the continuing support given 
by the International Development Research Centre 
as well as new support from the Government of the 
Netherlands and the Carnegie Corporation of New 
York to the Pan-African Development Information 
System's activities to strengthen the information 
capabilities of member States, 

Appreciative also of the approval of the 
Council of Ministers of the African, Caribbean and 
Pacific group of the project" Information Technology 
for Africa" for further consideration by the European 
Union in the framework of the Lome IV Convention, 

Bearing in minq the need to strengthen the 
Commission's subregional development information 
centres as information support for subregional 
economic cooperation and integration, 

Noting with satisfaction the efforts being 
made by the Commission's development information 
system in the delivery of technical assistance to 
member States and the large number of requests 
pending in this area, 

Noting with further satisfaction the full incor
poration of the activities on information system 
development into the programme budget of the 
Commission, 

Noting with concern, however, that the Com
mission has had regular budget activities in this area 
since 1 984 without resources being provided for 
them, 

Aware of the decreasing availability of extra
budgetary resources for implementation and utili
zation of development information systems and 
technology, 

Noting with grave concern the precarious 
financial situation of the Commission's activities in 
this area to meet the important needs of its member 
States and the urgency to end its reliance on extra
budgetary sources of funding, 

1. Appeals to member States to recognize 
the vital importance of developing their i~;~formation 
sector by: 

(a) Adopting national information and infor-
matics policies; 

(b) Providing sufficient resources in the 
national budget for the essential growth of this 
area; 

2. Urges member States to approve the 
utilization of new technology for electronic com
munication in order to permit Africa's full access to 
the global information highway; 

3. Further urges member States to formu-
late their needs for technical assistance in 
information systems development by: 

(a) Giving priority to information systems 
development in the use of their United Nations 
Development Programme Country Indicative 
Planning figures (IPFs), utilizing the Technical 
Support Services (TSS) mechanism where appli
cable; 

(b) Considering development information 
activities in their pledges to the United Nations 
Trust Fund for African Development; 

(c) Using, where appropriate, the financial 
provisions under the Lome IV convention for this 
purpose; 

4. Urgently appeals to the European Union 
to consider favourably the Pan-African Development 
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'Information System project approved by the 
African, Caribbean and Pacific group Council of 
Ministers and submitted to it for funding; 

5. Calls upon the donor community to 
support both national initiatives as well as the 
Commission's activities to strengthen development 
information capabilities in the Africa region; 

6. Approves the outline of the work pro-
gramme for 1995-1996 in information systems 
development, while urging the Commission to con
tinue its leadership role in the area of information 
systems and sciences, information technology, and 
telematics in order to support Africa's efforts for 
sustainable development; 

7. Encourages the Commission through its 
information systems development activities to 
facilitate intra-African information exchange as 
support for regional economic integration by 
developing norms and standards, in collaboration 
with other relevant technical organizations, for 
information compatibility and promoting their use; 

Commission requested the Executive Secretary to 
submit a report to ECOSOC in conformity with 
Council resolution 974D (XXXVI) to recommend the 
readmission of democratic South Africa into the 
Commission. 

In making this request, the Commission had 
recognized the radical changes that had taken place 
in South Africa since February 1990, particularly 
the dismantling of the system of apartheid, the 
adoption of a democratic constitution and the 
holding of the first non-racial general elections. The 
Commission is, therefore, convinced that conditions 
for constructive cooperation with South Africa had 
now been restored. 

It accordingly hereby recommended that the 
Council readmits the Republic of South Africa into 
the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Africa. 

B. Matters brouoht to the attention 
of the Council 

~-- 3. The Conference of Ministers responsible for 
8. L.Beguests the Executive Secretary of the economic and social development and planning also 

Commission to allocate additional section 20 adopted the resolutions and decisions summarized 
resources to the subprogramme on statistical and below: 
information systems development in accordance l----
with the recommendatio~f the Second Committee 771 (XXIX). 
(A/C.2/48/L.50/Rev.1 ); ~·' , . · . ~ 

\ 

Building critical capacities for 
accelerated growth and sustained 
development~~ 

9. Also regyests the Executive Secretary 
of the Commission 'to seek additional resources 
through voluntary contributions for the Commis
sion's subregional development information centres 
in the framework of the subprogramme on statis
tical and information systems development; '1 

10. Further requests the General Assembly, 
within the spirit of decision 48/453 adopted and in 
view of the importance of development infor.mation 
systems for Africa's development, to authorize the 
creation of three professional posts at P3, P4 and 
P5 levels and four local level posts, to permit the 
delivery of programmed activities of the Commis
sion's subprogramme on information systems 
development beginning with its 1994-1995 pro
gramme budget. 

Declaration 1 (XXIX). Readmission of democratic 
South Africa into the Com
mission 

In resolution 9740 (XXXVI) of 30 July 1965, 
ECOSOC had decided that "The Republic of South 
Africa should not take part in the work of the 
Commission until the Council, on the recom
mendation of the Commission, should find that 
conditions for constructive cooperation had been 
restored by a change in its racial policy". 

In paragraph 1 0 of declaration 1 (XXIX) 
adopted by the Commission on 5 May 1994, the 

--
LThe Conference of Ministers endorsed "A 

Framework Agenda for Building and Utilizing Critical 
Capacities in Africa: A Preliminary Report" which 
includes a "Proposed Regional Action Programme of 
Technical Cooperation in Capacity Building and 
Utiliz~tion in Africa" and which is a preliminary 
study' ~d consensus framework embracing the key 
issues in capacity building and institutional 
development Is well as the basis of a more detailed 
study to be pfesented at the 1 995 meeting of the 
Conference of Ministers and requested the Execu
tive Secretary to undertake further studies aimed at 
strengthening the Framework Agenda on the basis 
of which detailed programmes of action in capacity 
building at the national, subregional and regional 
levels may be designed~ implementation in the 
short and medium term.-~ 

I ~~ 

:772 (XXIX). Preparations for the second 
United Nations Conference on 
Human Settlements 

The Conference of Ministers endorsed the 
"Declaration of African Ministers responsible for 
Human Settlements en the Preparatory Process to 
the second United Nations Conference on Human 
Settlements (Habitat II)", which is a collective 
strategy for effective African participation in the 
above process and called upon all member States to 
effectively participate in the preparatory process of 
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Habitat II, especially the timely preparation of 
national reports. 

'773 (XXIX). 

/---

Preparatiqn for the World Con
ference on Natural Disaster 
Reduction, Yokohama. Japan, 
23-27 May 1994 

l_:rhe Conference of Ministers adopted the 
African Common Position for the World Conference 
on Natural Disaster Reduction to be:-,held in 
Yokohama, Japan from 23 to 27 May 19~; urged 
member States to strengthen cooperation among 
themselves in fostering the objective and goals of 
the International Decade, particularly the recom
mendation of the World Conference and to pursue 
the African_ Strategies for the implementation of 
Agenda 21 ; ·\and encouraged the Department of 
Humanitaria~Affairs, in particular the Secretariat of 
the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduc
tion, to intensify its efforts in cooperation with all 
Africa's development partners to support the efforts 
of member States, particularly within the framework 
of the African Ministerial Conference on the 
Environment, national, subregional and regional 
research and development institutions, non
governmental organizations to reduce the impact 
and minimize the effects of natura'! disasters in 
Africa. 

774 (XXIX). Strategy and Pro.u_ramme of 
Action for marine/ocean 
development in Africa 

The Conference of Ministers called upon all 
African States to ratify the 1982 United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea and enact laws 
claiming jurisdiction over maritime zones as pro
vided for in the Convention; establish a coordinating 
mechanism for marine affairs to be established by 
respective States; and establish or strengthen their 
national framework for policy formulation in the 
realms of food, energy and materials so as to give 
the needed thrust and emphasis to the rational 
development and optimal utilization of their marine 
resources; in particular, the policy framework should 
accord high priority to marine science and techno
logy and the development of the necessary human 
and institutional infrastructure. 

r;75 (XXIX). Establishment of a trust fund for 
L--- peace-building, post-conflict 

rehabilitation, reconstruction and 
rtevelopment · 

~~~ Conference of Ministef.> called upon all 
African member States, friendly dOnor countries and 
financial and economic institutions to appreciate the 
difficult post-conflict situations facing the countries 
and to extend their generou~ontribution to the 
establishment of the fund and requested the Execu
tive Secretary of the Commis · to institute such 
mechanisms as are required to ensure the establish-

ment, proper management and utilization of the 
fund:-\ 

778 (XXIX). The situation in the least 
developed countries 

The Conference of Ministers noted with con
cern the worsening socio-economic situation of 
least developed countries, the majority of which are 
in Africa and called upon Africa's development 
partners to intensify their efforts towards the 
implementation of the Paris Programme of Action in 
favour of the least developed countries. 

779 (XXIX). Strengthening the operational 
capacity of the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Africa 

The Conference of Ministers appealed to all 
bilateral and international partners that currently 
assist the Commission or intend to do so, in parti
cular member countries of the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development, the 
League of Arab States and their cooperation 
agencies to work further at strengthening their 
cooperation with the Commission by financing its 
subregional and regional projects and programmes 
and also made a special appeal to the European 
Union to facilitate the access of African States and 
their intergovernmental organizations to those 
resources reserved for the financing of regional 
projects. 

781 (XXIX). Development of the private 
sector for the accelerated 
implementation of the oro
gramme for the second Industrial 
Development Decade for Africa 
and beyond 

The Conference of Ministers called upon 
African countries to adopt concrete measures to 
create and sustain an enabling environment which 
would foster the development of the private sector 
and African entrepreneurship including the promo
tion of the role of women in the industrial develop
ment of Africa and requested the Executive Secre
tary of the Commission and the Director-General of 
the United Nations Industrial Development Organiza
tion to. provide African countries with increased 
support for the development of their private sector. 

782 (XXIX). Development of basic industries 
for the structural transformation 
of African economies 

The Conference of Ministers called upon 
African Governments to mobilize and pool their 
resources in a collective endeavour to establish and 
sustain basic industries, especially within the 
framework of subregional development organiza
tions and economic communities; requested the 
Executive Secretary of the Commission, in co
operation with the Director-General of the United 
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Nations Industrial Development Organization, the 
Secretary-General of the Organization of African 
Unity and the President of the African Development 
Bank, to undertake the necessary follow-up actions 
in promoting Africa's basic industries particularly 
the national and subregional projects contained in 
the second Industrial Development Decade for 
Africa programme; and appealed to the donor com
munity to assist African countries to establish basic 
industries through the provision of financial 
resources and joint ventures. 

./""' 
\___783 {XXIX). The Uruguav Round of Multi

lateral Trade Negotiations 

of goods as a way for temporarily alleviating their 
balance-of-payments difficulties. 

786 (XXIX). Strateoies for Revitalization, 
Recoverv and Growth of Africa's 
Trade in the 1990s and Beyond ~) 

The Conference of Ministers invited th~ 
Follow-up Committee to carry out its manda!;i_j 
requested the Executive Secretary of the Commis
sion to provide to the said Committee the required 
technical support; and called upon African countries 
to implement the policies and measures contained 
in the Strategies. r The Conference of Ministers adoptedj the 787 (XXIX). 

Tunis Declaration on the Uruguay Round of Multi
lateral Trade Negotiations; called upon the United 

Science and technology for 
development 

Nations Conference on Trade and Development, in The Conference of Ministers welcomed its 
the framework of the African multilateral trade resolution 757 (XXVIII) of 4 May 1993 on the 
negotiations, and in collaboration with the Economic restructuring of the intergovernmental machinery of 
Commission for Africa and the Organization of the Commission which established an African 
African Unity, to assist African countries to Regional Conference on Science and Technology by 
adequately prepare for the evaluation of the results upgrading the existing Intergovernmental Committee 
called for in Section Nine of the Punta del Este of Experts on Science and Technology Development 
Ministerial Declaration; ~nd agreed that an inter- and requested the Commission, the United Nations 
national conference should be organized in Tunis, Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
under the auspices of the Commission, in colla bora- the Organization of African Unity and the United 
tion with the Organization of African Unity, the Nations Industrial Development Organization, in 
United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop- collaboration with other relevant agencies, to 
ment, the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade develop and recommend mechanisms, including 
and the International Trade Centre,'_on technical science and technology indicators for evaluating the 
assistance to African countries, with the aim of developments in and management of science and 
enabling the adaptation of their economies to the technology in the member States. 
new international trade environment, and more ~--
particularly, to the outcome of the_ Uruguay Round 788 (XXIX). Establishment of an African 
of Multilateral Trade Negotiations. ·.. -.. · Monetary Fund ) r . / 

/78.4 (XXIX). Africa and the crisis in inter- The Conference of Ministers reaffirmed its 
~- national commodity agreements\ commitment to work towards the effective estab-

:.J lishment of the proposed African Monetary Fund 
The Conference of Ministers urged African and mandated the Executive Secretary of the Com

countries to strengthen their cooperative efforts in mission, the President of the African Development 
negotiations for successor agreements to major Bank, the Secretary-General of the Organization of 
international agreements and invited the Common African Unity and the Director-General of the 
Fund for Commodities, the African, Caribbean and African Centre for Monetary Studies to continue 
Pacific Group, the General Agreement on Tariffs and with the studies needed to brinp the proposed 
Trade, the United Nations Conference on Trade and African Monetary Fund into being and to report the 
Development and other relevant institutions to progress thereon to the sixth session of the 
provide financial and other assistance to help Conference of African Ministers of Finance. 
African countries to diversify their economies. 

785 {XXIX}. fromotion and expansion of ' 
intra-African trade 

The Conference of Ministers called upon 
African countries to implement measures designed 
to encourage intra-African trade and subregional 
groupings to harmonize their investment and trade 
policies, including the progressive reduction of tariff 
and non-tariff barriers and urged them to transform, 
as much as possible, their raw materials through 
processing in order to increase value added to their 
exports and to explore opportunities for exchange 

790 (XXIX}. Capacity building for statistical 
development in Africa·~ 

Ghe Conference of Ministers urged African 
Government.slto vigorously implement actions to be 
taken at the national level as recommended in the 
Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical Develop
ment in Africa in the 1 990s; urged both the multi
lateral and bilateral donor agencies having interest 
in capacity building in Africa to provide further 
support ~t the national, subregional and regional 
levels to\ facilitate the work of the Coordinating 
Committee-on African Statistical Development and 
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recognize the need to build capacity at the regional 
level in the Economic Commission for Africa - as the 
regional organization with a mandate for the promo
tion of statistical development - is as importan._t as 
the promotion of capacity at the national level) 

l 7 91 (XXIX). Change of name of the African 
l:=~ Training and Research Centre for 

Women fA TRCWJ to African 
Centre for Women (ACWJ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling its resolution 269 (XII) of 28 
February 1975 which endorsed the establishment of 
an African Training and Research Centre for Women 
within the Economic Commission for Africa with a 
view to facilitating the improvement of the socio
economic conditions of women in Africa and 
enhancing their contribution to the overall 
development of the continent, 

Further recalling subsequent resolutions which 
recognized the central role of African women in the 
development of the continent more especially in the 
rural areas where the majority of the population live, 

Considering the increase in women's concerns 
due to the increasing scarcity of productive 
resources, the worsening of the physical and socio
economic environment, the spread of destructive 
wars and conflicts and the feminization of poverty, 

Conscious that women constitute a valuable 
pool of human resources for the socio-economic 
recovery and development of Africa and that there 
is need for the regional focal point to facilitate the 
empowerment of African women for their effective 
participation in all sectors of development, 

Recognizing the importance of reinforcing the 
role and visibility of African women at all levels 
particularly in the political and economic spheres 
and the need to ensure the impact of the benefi
ciaries development programmes, 

Recognizing further with satisfaction the pio
neering and key role played by the African Training 
and Research Centre for Women in raising aware
ness of policy makers and all development agents 
on gender issues, in formulation and monitoring of 
strategies aimed at enhancing the role of African 
women in development as well as in institutional 
and capacity building towards total advancement of 
African women, 

Considering the importance of communicating 
this all-embracing role of the Centre on gender 
issues through its name, 

IJ. Recommends that the African Training 
and Research Centre for Women changes its name 

to "the African Centre for Women" in order to 
adequately reflect the scope of its activities 
including monitoring changes in the trends of socio
economic development; ensuring that African 
women concerns are adequately addressed; and 
designing and implementing programmes for the 
advancement of women in line with the Nairobi 
Forward-looking Strategies, the Ahuja Declaration 
on Participatory Development: the Role of Women 
in the 1 990s; the System-wide Medium-term Plan 
on the Advancement of Women and any other rele
vant policy framework; 

G. Requests the African Centre for Women 
to intensify its working relationship with Govern
ment machinerie'S;n charge of the advancement of 
women §"d~ wcirk closely with non-governmental 
organizations ·n order to ensure greater impact at 
the grassro s level in line with the provisions of the 
African Charter for Popular Participation in Develop
ment and Transformation; 

3. Urges member States and the interna-
tional community to continue to give their full 
support to the Cen,e; 

C OJv..-. 
4. Further requests the Executive Secre-

tary of t e Commission to make every effort to 
strengthen the Centre with a view to enhancing its 
effectiveness and efficiency as the overall regional 
structure in charge of the advancement of women 
in Africa) 

U92 (XXIX). An integrated approach to 
women's emDowerment: The 
Kampala Action Plan on Women 
and Peace: violation of women's 
human ri hts· and women's 
economic empowerment 

The Conference of Ministers resolved to adopt 
the Kampala Action Plan on Women and Peace; 
strongly urged African Governments, non
governmental organizations, women, grass-roots, 
youth, United Nations agencies and other interna
tional organizations to participate actively in the 
implementation of the Kampala Action Plan by 
setting aside resources for its implementation and 
setting up mechanisms for monitoring programmes 
and activities in this regard on a regular basis; called 
upon governments to enact laws and other legal 
instruments that guarantee safety from violence on 
the individual woman and in families while revising 
those that might work against this principle; ensure 
the prosecution of offenders in this context and 
identify and legislate against cultural practices that 
reinforce physical and psychological oppression of 
women; and exhorted member States to take the 
necessary legislative, monetary and banking 
measures to facilitate the promotion of women's 
entrepreneurship at the national, subregional and 
regional levels. 
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793 (XXIX). Strengthening and developing 
capacities in support of regional 
seed pathology in Africa '~ 

The Conference of Ministers appealed to 
member States of the Commission to provide volun
tarily financial support for the transformation of the 
seed pathology test centre in Egypt into a regional 
centre for Africa; requested the Executive Secretary 
of the Commission, in cooperation with the 
Secretary-General of the Organization of African 
Unity and the Director-General of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization to prepare the documenta
tion necessary to mobilize the needed resources for 
the implementation on a sustainable basis o~ .. the 
project on the regional seed pathology centre; and 
invited Africa's development partners, in particular 
the European Union, the United Nations Develop
ment Programme, the African Development Bank, 
the Islamic Development Bank, as well as bilateral 
partners, to provide financial support to efforts to 
create the regional seed pathology centre. 

[bee. 1 (XXIX). Revised mandate of the Joint 
Conference of African Planners, 
Statisticians and Demographers ) 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Approves the amendments to the terms of 
reference of the Joint Conference of Planners, 
Statisticians, Demographers and Information 
Scientists as follows: 

(a) The Joint Conference of African 
Planners,. Statisticians, Demographers (JCPSD) 
should be changed to: Conference of African 
Planners, Statisticians, Population and Information 
Specialists fCAPSPI$), acting within the framework 
of the policies and procedures of the United Nations 
and subject to the general supervision of the Econo
mic Commission for Africa, shall, providing that the 
Conference takes no action with respect to any 
country without the agreement of the Government 
of that country: 

(i) Serve as a forum for examining 
progress and problems in the 
fields of African planning, 
statistics, population and 
information science and take 
action to ensure their develop
ment in the light of the general 
principles of self-reliance and 
technical cooperation among 
countries of the region; 

It is suggested that the following para
graph (Ia) should be added: 

(ii) Serve as a forum to exchanoe 
experiences and keep abreast of 
new developments in the areas 

of planning, statistics. population 
and information science; 

(iii) Establish arrangements for the 
improvement of all aspects of 
methodologies, norms and 
standards and practice in the 
four fields under African condi
tions; 

It is suggested that the following para
graph: 

(iv) Coordinate the training pro
grammes for and promote the 
training of the necessary African 
personnel in planning, statistics 
and demography;9 

be amended to read: 

Review the relevance of regional 
training programmes to the needs 
of the countries of the region and 
promote the training of the 
necessarv African personnel in 
planning, statistics. population 
and information science; 

and the following paragraph: 

(v) Collaborate with the secretariat 
in evaluating economic, social, 
demographic conditions in the 
region to assist in formulating 
appropriate strategies and 
monitoring their implementation; 

be amended to read: 

Collaborate with the secretariat 
in evaluating economic and social 
conditions in the region. to assist 
in formulating and monitoring 
development strategies and pro
grammes. 

(vi) Conduct its operations in colla
boration with other relevant 
bodies and international agencies 
(no change); 

(b) The members of the Conference shall 
be the government officials in charge of the national 
planning, statistical and population agencies, 
information/documentation institutions of the 
member States of the Economic Commission for 
Africa, or their representatives. Representation of 
all other Governments and bodies shall follow the 
same rules as for sessions of the Economic Com
mission for Africa; 

(c) The Conference shall meet once every 
two years and shall report on its sessions to the 
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Conference of Ministers of the Economic Com
mission for Africa; 

{d) Work at sessions of the Conference 
shall be organized in plenary meetings and in 
committees. A joint report on plenary and com
mittee meetings shall be agreed on at a final plenary 
meeting of each session of the Conference; 

(e) At the beginning of each session, the 
Conference shall elect a Chairperson, two Vice
ChairQersons and a Rapporteur. At the beginning of 
its meeting each committee shall appoint its Chair
person, a Vice-Chairperson and a Rapporteur; 

(f) Member States and agencies shall bear 
the cost of their attendance at the sessions of the 
Conference; 

(g) Except as provided for herein, the Rules 
of Procedure of the Economic Commission for 
Africa shall, where relevant, apply to the sessions 
of the Conference. 

Dec. 2 (XXIX). Programme of work of the 
African Centre of Meteorological 
Applications for Development 
fACMADJ, 1994-1996 

The Conference of Ministers approved the 
programme of work and budget ( 1 994-1 996) for 
the African Centre of Meteorological Applications 
for Development. 

DCL. 1 (XXIX). Peclaration on. the reintegration 
of new democratic South Africa 
into Africa 

We, the African Ministers responsible for 
economic and social development and planning, 
meeting in the twenty-ninth session of the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Africa/twentieth 
meeting of the Conference of Ministers from 2 to 5 
May 1994 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, declare as 
follows: 

We recall that South Africa was one of the 
founding member States of the Economic Commis
sion for Africa and that by Economic and Social 
Council resolution 9740 {XXXVI) of July 1965 was 
excluded from the work of the Commission until 
such time as it abandoned its racial policies. We 
welcome the radical changes that have taken place 
in South Africa since February 1990, particularly 

the dismantling of the system of apartheid, the 
adoption of a democratic constitution and the hold
ing of the first non-racial general elections. We call 
upon the international community and the multi
lateral financial and development institutions to lend 
their support to South Africa and to provide assis
tance as may be requested by the new South 
African government. We request the Executive 
Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa to 
submit a report to ECOSOC in conformity with its 
resolution 9740 (XXXVI) of 30 July 1965 to 
recommend a re-admission of a democratic South 
Africa into the Commission. 

DCL.2 !XXIX). Declaration on a human develop
ment plan of action for Africa 

We, the African Ministers responsible for 
economic and social development and planning, 
meeting in Addis Ababa from 2 to 5 May 1994, are 
deeply concerned that in spite of all the commit
ments made and the actions taken by African 
Governments and people, the human and social 
situation in Africa continues to deteriorate to the 
extent that much of the gains made earlier in human 
well-being have now been reversed. These 
deteriorating conditions are further compounding 
our problems of building and strengthening develop
ment capacity in the region which are manifest in 
the inadequacy of skills and knowledge to rapidly 
create capital and technology; the weak and 
deteriorating physical infrastructure which has 
negatively affected the smooth functioning of the 
State, society and economy, etc. 

We are aware that although Africa's develop
ment will be brought about only through the hard 
work and determination of the Africans themselves, 
the international community also has an important 
role to play. Therefore, our efforts must be comple
mented by the concerted action and unflinching 
support of their development partners - bilateral and 
multilateral agencies, international NGOs and others. 
To this end, and as a first step, official development 
assistance (ODA) in support of human development 
should increase from its present level of 7 per cent 
to at least 20 per cent towards building and streng
thening human capacity in Africa. We request the 
Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission 
for Africa to prepare for us a "Human Development 
Plan of Action for Africa" in cooperation with the 
members of the United Nations Inter-Agency Task 
Force on Human Development in Africa. 
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1. United Nations, A/48/334. 

2. United Nations, A/48/335, annex, and Add.1 and 2. 

3. United Nations, A/48/336 and Corr.1. 

4. E/ECA/CM.20/3. 

5. E!ECA/CI\!1.20/27. 

6. E/ECA/CM.20/27/Add.1. 

7, E/ECA/CM.27/Add.2. 

8. Resolution ECA/UNTACDA/Res.93/89. 

9. This includes the functions requested in the statutes of the African Institute for Economic 
Development and Planning (IDEP) which shall be exercised by the Committee of Planners established in 
paragraph 4 of the terms of reference. 
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CHAPTER II 

WORK OF THE COMMISSION DURING THE PERIOD 
7 MAY 1993 TO 5 MAY 1994 

A. Activities of subsidiary organs 

4. The list of meetings of subsidiary organs held 
during the period under review is contained in annex 
II of this report. 

B. Other activities 

5. During the period under review, the activities 
of the Commission continued to address issues of 
sustainable African economic recovery, develop
ment and cooperation as approved in the Commis
sion's programme of work and priorities, as well as 
those implemented in accordance with relevant 
resolutions of the General Assembly, Economic and 
Social Council and the Conference of Ministers. 
The activities specifically focused on the promotion 
of reform measures advocated in the major 
regionally agreed development policy and strategy 
frameworks such as the Lagos Plan of Action (LPA), 
the United Nations New Agenda for the Develop
ment of Africa in the 1990s (UN-NADAF), the 
African Alternative Framework to Structural 
Adjustment Programmes for Socio-economic 
Recovery and Transformation (AAF-SAP) and the 
Abuja Treaty establishing the African Economic 
Community. 

6. Implementation of activities covered in this 
report fall between two programming cycles ( 1992-
1993 and 1994-1995). The 1992-1993 biennium 
was characterized by extensive self-reflection on 
ways of further enhancing the effectiveness of the 
Commission's role in development thinking and 
action. A key outcome was a significantly revised 
programme organized around nine subprogrammes 
instead of twenty-one in line with the revised 1 992-
1997 Medium-term Plan. 

7. Activities undertaken covered a wide range of 
issues and concerns spanning a broad spectrum of 
areas and included macro and micro development 
issues and policies; human resources development 
and utilization; information systems development; 
economic cooperation and integration; agriculture 
and rural development; marine affairs; the special 
problems of the least developed, land-locked and 
island countries; public adminstration and fiscal 
affairs; social development; women in development; 
environment and development; human settlements; 
industrial development; trade development and co
operation; the external debt crisis; monetary and 
financial policies and strategies; natural resources; 
energy, including new and renewable sources of 
energy; science and technology for development; 
population; transport and communications; tourism; 
and statistical development. 

8. The activities covering the period under 
review are outlined below. 

Development research and planning, including the 
special problems of the least developed, land-locked 
and island countries 

9. Activities relating to development research 
and planning aimed, inter alia, at improving national 
mechanisms for review and appraisal of socio
economic conditions, appraisal of development poli
cies and programmes, as well as methods for 
improving and upgrading planning machinery and 
building the appropriate capabilities in planning and 
economic modelling for the formulation of economic 
strategies and policies within coherent and con
sistent national development plans. 

10. In the area of surveys, the activities carried 
out included: 

(a) The preparation and publication of the 
annual survey analyzing the economic situation of 
the African countries, the structure of GOP and 
development in the major economic sectors, in 
particular; development policy analysis, assessment 
of trade and balance of payments, debt and general 
forecasts for the region as a whole and its main 
subregions; 

(b) The preparation and publication of the 
Survey of Economic and Social Conditions in Africa 
for 1992-1993; and 

(c) The preparation and publication of the 
Economic Report on Africa for 1 994, analyzing the 
current socio-economic events in the region, includ
ing problems faced during the period, the main 
developments in the key sectors of the economies 
and their implications for growth and development. 

11 . Activities in economic modelling and forecast
ing included the preparation of a report on the 
development and implementation of ECA short-term 
forecasting models and the status and practices of 
economic modelling in Africa, with particular 
reference to the Congo, Guinea and Benin. 

12. In the area of economic integration, the 
secretariat prepared a study which examined the 
production base and trade structures of CEPGL 
countries and in particular analyzed areas of com
plementarities in primary and industry sectors as 
well as potential trade diversification required for 
promoting subregional cooperation in the context of 
the African common market. 
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13. The secretariat also undertook a research 
study on strategic planning of the food sector in the 
African economies. 

14. A major activity in the area of social policy 
and development was the preparation of a study on 
Implications of differential access to education 
among males and females in Africa: An agenda for 
the 1990s. This study addressed the issue of 
differential (including gender and make-up) access 
to education in Africa and the implication of this to 
the development process. 

15. Most of the research work of the secretariat 
was translated into reports and publications, which 
included the following: 

(a) Technical publication on trade liberaliza-
tion in African countries in the context of stabili
zation and structural adjustment programmes 
(SAPs); 

(b) Technical publication entitled "The 
African debt crisis: Policy challenges and prospects 
for the 1990s"; and 

(c) Assessment of policy constraints in the 
implementation of health for all by the year 2000 in 
Africa. 

16. Independent research by African scholars, 
under the auspices of the secretariat, resulted in the 
following research papers: 

(a) Nigeria's debt crisis; 

(b) Growth performance of Africa: Further 
evidence of the external shocks versus domestic 
policy; 

(c) Les determinants de l'investissement 
prive dans Ia sous-region des pays des Grands Lacs 
(CEPGL); and 

(d) Implication of alternative macro-
economic policy responses to external shocks on 
Africa. 

17. Activities in favour of the African least 
developed, island and land-locked countries 
included: 

(a) The preparation of the annual Survey of 
Economic and Social Conditions, analyzing the 
structure of GOP and development of the major 
economic sectors; 

(b) Preparation of a progress report on the 
implementation of the Programme of Action: 
evaluating the extent to which the Programme 
diverged from or converged on what was agreed in 
the Paris Declaration; 

(c) Preparation and presentation of reports 
to the Preparatory Committee for the Global Con
ference on Sustainable Development of Small Island 
Developing States, and attendance at two meetings 
convened in New York, from 30 August to 10 
September 1 993 and from 7 to 11 March 1 994 
respectively. 

18. Other activities during the period included: 

(a) Organization of an ad hoc expert group 
meeting on the revitalization of investment for 
Africa's development: Prospects in the 1990s and 
beyond, in Addis Ababa, from 29 November to 1 
December 1993; 

(b) Installation and demonstration of the 
SAM-based short-term forecasting model in the 
Congo; and 

(c) Provision of technical assistance to 
Cameroonian planning specialists on economic 
forecasting systems within the context of improv
ing short- and medium-term planning for crisis 
management and SAPs with transformation. 

Human resources and social development 

19. The secretariat's activities in human resources 
and social development continued to focus on build
ing the capacity of governmental and non
governmental institutions to enable them to handle 
human resources and social development concerns. 

20. Activities in the area of human resources 
planning, development and utilization centred on the 
integration of manpower and employment policies 
in long-term national development planning; 
enhancement of the informal sector, promotion of 
popular participation and curriculum development 
and evaluation. 

21 . In particular, the secretariat organized and 
serviced the first meeting of the Conference of 
African Ministers Responsible for Human Develop
ment which was held in Addis Ababa from 1 7 to 21 
January 1994. The meeting deliberated on and 
adopted an African Common Position on Human and 
Social Development in Africa which was presented 
to the Preparatory Committee on the World Summit 
for Social Development held in New York from 31 
January to 11 February 1994. 

22. The major thrust of the secretariat's capacity
building initiative was in the exchange of informa
tion and ideas for the upgrading and strengthening 
of professional knowledge, skills and attitudes of 
officials engaged in employment planning and pro
ductivity enhancement strategies. This was accom
plished through a series of workshops, symposia, 
seminars and ad hoc expert group meetings at 
which participants collectively reflected on key 
issues, examined options for dealing with problems 
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and identified measures for resolving these 
problems. 

23. The following are the workshops, seminars, 
symposia and meetings organized during the period: 

(a) A symposium on "From conflict to con-
cord: Regional cooperation in the Horn of Africa" 
organized in collaboration with the United States 
Institute of Peace was held in Addis Ababa from 8 
to 12 July 1993. The symposium took the form of 
both an academic conference and policy forum at 
which the 1 50 participants in the symposium 
deliberated on four central themes: the social and 
cultural content of the conflict in the Horn of Africa; 
lessons of political history; the economic and human 
dimensions of reconstruction and development; and 
international support for regional cooperation in the 
Horn of Africa; 

(b) A national workshop on the theme 
"Enhancing dialogue, cooperation and interface 
between the Government and popular development 
organizations in Namibia, was organized in 
Windhoek from 11 to 1 3 August 1993 within the 
framework of the hpopular participation in 
development" project; 

(c) A national workshop on "Creating an 
enabling environment for the informal sector in 
Ethiopia", was held in Addis Ababa from 12 to 14 
October 1993; 

(d) A global NGO forum on "Building sus-
tainable societies: The role of NGOs in emer
gencies and social development", organized in 
collaboration with the International Council of 
Voluntary Agencies (ICVA), the Christian Relief and 
Development Association (CRDA), the Consortium 
of Ethiopian Voluntary Organizations (CEVO) and 
the Inter-Africa Group (lAG), took place in Addis 
Ababa from 14 to 17 March 1994. 

24. The secretariat's technical publications in the 
area of human resources planning, development and 
utilization were essentially based on research 
studies aimed at providing the basis for policy 
making; improving employment planning and pro
ductivity enhancement; training of indigenous man
power for accelerating transfer of skills and know
ledge in priority areas; curriculum development and 
evaluation; and strengthening institutional capacity 
in member States. 

25. In this regard, research was carried out on the 
following topical issues: 

(a) Status, policies and programmes on 
human resources development and utilization in 
Africa; 

(b) Evaluation of the impact of structural 
adjustment programmes on the effective utilization 
of human resources; 

(c) Strategies for increasing effectiveness 
of human resources in priority sectors. for socio
e,conomic development; 

(d) Refinement of human development indi-
cators for use in planning by African countries; 

(e) Measures for solving educated and 
graduate unemployment in African countries; 

(f) . Programme of exchange of high-level 
manpower in Africa; 

(g) The role of Africa's institutions of 
higher learning in economic integration to meet the 
challenges of the 1990s; 

(h) Problems, constraints and methods of 
identifying alternative sources of financing higher 
education in Africa; 

(i) Africa's development strategies and 
their implications for education; 

(j) Analysis of past attempts towards 
curriculum reform; 

(k) The way forward in curriculum develop-
ment for socio-economic transformation in Africa; 

(I) Curriculum development for promoting 
self-confidence in Africa; 

(m) Assessment of confidence-building 
factors in school curricula; 

(n) Attitude formation and curriculum 
development; 

(o) Status and requirements for training 
programmes and organizational development poli
cies for university staff; 

(p) Non-formal education and training; 

(q) Trends and issues in African education 
and guidelines in the preparation of manpower pro
files and identification of training needs; 

(r) Problems and constraints on produc-
tivity in agriculture; 

(s) Planning, development and utilization of 
human resources for industrial development; and 

(t) Measures for employment generation 
and stimulation of growth in the urban informal and 
women workers in the rural areas. 

26. In assisting African Governments to tackle 
their problem of skilled manpower shortages and 
trained manpower, the secretariat identified job 
vacancies and secured positions and training oppor
tunities for Africans in fields that are critical to the 
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development of their countries. The details were 
compiled, on a regular basis, into publications, 
namely Job Vacancies in Africa; African Experts 
Available for Recruitment; and Training Information 
Notice. 

27. During the period under review, activities in 
the area of social development focused on issues 
concerning youth, family, disabled and ageing 
persons and crime. Initiatives in these .areas 
included research which was translated into reports 
and publications, organization of meetings and the 
provision of substantive support to subregional and 
regional programmes. 

28. Reports and publications reviewing existing 
policies on social issues, services and programmes 
for the promotion of social awareness and trans
formation were prepared. These included the 
following: 

(a) A report on "The role and contribution 
of youth to the conservation of the African environ
ment"; 

(b) Directory of Youth Organizations; 

(c) A publication entitled:· Equal Time", in 
which a number of activities undertaken by and for 
disabled persons were highlighted; and 

(d) A report on the "The administration of 
juvenile justice in Eastern and Southern Africa". 

29. The secretariat actively participated in the 
Preparatory Meeting on Youth and Development, 
organized in collaboration with OAU in Cotonou, 
Benin on 19 and 20 August 1993. 

30. Among the significant initiatives addressed by 
the secretariat in support of the family was the 
convening of the ad hoc Expert Group Meeting on 
the Impact of Economic and Social Changes on the 
African Family, in Addis Ababa from 13 to 17 
December 1993, whose objectives were to prepare 
and observe the International Year of the Family and 
to develop long-term strategies and programmes in 
support of African families. 

31 . In the field of ageing, the secretariat under
took a study on "The social and economic situation 
of the ageing in Africa" to establish whether or not 
African countries had policies and programmes 
specifically directed at the ageing population. 

32. The secretariat continued to provide technical 
and substantive support to the United Nations 
African Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the 
Treatment of Offenders (UNAFRI). It also partici
pated actively in the fourth meeting of the Govern
ing Board of UNAFRI held in Kampala on 22 and 23 
November 1993. 

33. In addition, the secretariat m'ade contributions 
to the Joint Meeting of the African Ministers of 
Interior and Justice, held in Uganda on 14 and 15 
February 1994,

1 
simultaneously with the Regional 

Preparatory Meeting. 

Information systems development 

34. The secretariat made a number of interven
tions during the period in assisting member States 
to improve their information infrastructure to 
adequately serve as support for development 
planning and management. 

35. In order to assist in the building of necessary 
infrastructu-re in this area, the ECA Pan-African 
Development Information System (PADIS) under
took the following: 

(a) Advisory services m1ss1on to PADIS 
national participating centre for improving ongoing 
information systems and services, Dakar, from 23 
to 27 May 1993; 

(b) Training in MINISIS bibliographic data-
base management software for Ministry of Mines 
and Geological Survey, Ethiopia, from 24 May to 6 
June 1994; 

(c) Training course in MIN ISIS software and 
database management for the Permanent Inter-State 
Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel (CJLSS) 
Bamako, from 5 to 25 June 1993; and 

(d) Delivery of a training course on informa-
tion management methodologies and the use of 
micro-COS/ISIS software in Algeria, from 16 to 29 
June 1993. 

36. · In the context of assisting member States, 
subregional and regional organizations in developing 
their scientific and technological information 
systems, PADIS served as a resource person at the 
workshop on scientific and technological informa
tion systems, held in Dakar from 25 to 29 May 
1993. . 

37. Other activities for the promotion of informa
tion infrastructure development in the African region 
included the organization of African Development 
Information Day, celebrated throughout the con
tinent on 19 November 1993, and the convening of 
the Information Committee of the Joint Conference 
of African Planners, Statisticians, Demographers 
and Information Scientists, in Addis Ababa from 21 
to 26 March 1994. 

38. In strengthening the information base for 
intra-African and other forms of trade, ECA pro
vided 'a resource person for the IDRC subregional 
seminar on trade information for the benefit of 
Chambers of Commerce in East and Southern 
Africa, held in Nairobi from 15 to 20 September 
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1 993 by delivering a series of lectures on the 
development of a trade information system. 

39. In expanding the availability of information for 
planning, the following databases were maintained 
and publications produced: 

(a) Database on social and economic, 
scientific and technical aspects of development in 
Africa; 

(b) Database on African experts in social 
and economic, scientific and technical aspects of 
development in Africa; and 

(c) Four issues, in English and French, of 
the quarterly newsletter on information manage
ment and information technology in Africa. 

40. In order to assist African countries develop 
the necessary norms and standards of information 
management required for facilitating information 
interchange, a series of meetings and workshops 
were organized. These included: 

(a) Subregional workshop on norms, 
standards and methodologies, Niamey, from 4 to 8 
October 1993; 

(b) Expert meeting on norms standards and 
methodologies, Maseru, from 29 November to 2 
December 1993. 

41 . Assistance was provided to member coun
tries in developing their infrastructure for electronic 
communication through the following training 
courses on e-mail and computer-mediated com
munications: 

(a) Addis Ababa University, Addis Ababa, 
1 5-1 8 October, 1993; 

(b) Addis Ababa NGOs and international 
organizations workshop, Addis Ababa, 23-25 
November 1993; 

(c) Ethiopian national workshop for com-
munication in Government offices, Addis Ababa, 6-
8 December 1993; 

(d) West African univers1t1es workshop, 
Accra, 15-17 December 1 993; 

(e) Non-governmental organizations in 
Ethiopia, Addis Ababa, 25 February 1994; 

(f) Demonstration workshop For Ministry of 
Mines and Geological Survey, Addis Ababa, 15 
March 1994. 

42. Additional assistance in the field of electronic 
communication was the installation of a ground 
station in Ethiopia on the SateiLife HealthNet 
network. 

43. The secretariat also undertook feasibility and 
needs' assessment missions on electronic net
working to Angola, Botswana, Burkina Faso, COte 
d'lvoire, Eritrea, Kenya, Mozambique, Lesotho, 
Namibia, Senegal, Swaziland, Uganda and the 
United Republic of Tanzania. 

44. In enhancing member States' capabilities to 
utilize information technology as a tool for informa
tion management and development, the secretariat 
organized the following: 

(a) Regional workshop on information tech-
nologies for development, Nairobi, from 5 to 9 July 
1993; 

(b) Expert group meeting on informatics 
policy studies in Africa, Addis Ababa from 14 to 16 
August 1993, to initiate a series of 10 studies on 
informatics policy tools. 

45. The secretariat also delivered two advisory 
services missions, as follows: 

(a) To Ethiopia, for automation ofthe Prime 
Minister's Office, August-September 1993; 

(b) To Ethiopian Television, on automation 
and computerization, October 1993. 

Economic cooperation and integration 

46. The secretariat, in concert with the 
MULPOCs, undertook activities primarily aimed at 
making the process of economic integration in 
Africa more operational by, inter alia, strengthening 
the intergovernmental organizations and institutions 
in order to make them effective instruments for 
economic cooperation and integration in Africa. To 
this end, the Economic Cooperation Office and the 
MULPOCs combined their efforts in assisting sub
regional economic grouping such as ECOWAS and 
CEAO in West Africa, ECCAS, UDEAC and CEPGL 
in Central Africa and PTA and SADC in Southern 
and Eastern Africa to coordinate, harmonize and 
rationalize their respective programmes. A number 
of studies at sectoral and global levels were pre
pared in each respect. 

4 7. The MULPOCs organized the meetings of the 
Intergovernmental Committees of Experts for each 
subregion which reviewed the progress made in 
economic cooperation and integration at sub
regional level. In addition, the Lusaka- and Niamey
based MULPOCs serviced the meeting of the 
Southern African Labour Commission and that of 
the Association of West African IGOs respectively. 

48. Two important meetings were organized at 
the regional level: the meeting of Chief Executives 
of African IGOs and the meeting of Chief Executives 
of ECA-sponsored institutions. The first considered 
system-wide proposals for the implementation of 
the Abuja Treaty, whereas the latter examined 
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concrete proposals on merging and streamlining 
activities of EGA-sponsored institutions in order to 
make them more efficient and effective instruments 
of economic integration at regional level. 

49. The thirteenth edition of the Bulletin of ECA
sponsored Institutions was also published and cir
culated to all concerned. 

50. The Economic Cooperation Office was also 
deeply involved in the work of the Joint 
OAU/ECA/ADB Secretariat aimed at promoting the 
implementation of the Abuja Treaty, through parti
cipation in studies and servicing of the meeting of 
chief executives of OAU, ECA and ADB. 

Aariculture and rural development 

51. During the period under review, the secre
tariat, jointly with the Food and Agriculture 
Organization, carried out a number of activities. 
These are summarized under the following broad 
headings: food and agricultural development policy, 
planning and programming; agricultural production, 
institutions and services; agricultural marketing; 
rural transformation and development; and fisheries 
and living resources. 

52. In the area of food and agricultural develop
ment policy, planning and programming activities 
comprising technical publications and training 
workshop were implemented. 

53. Technical publications underscoring policy 
measures, strategies and requirements for a sustain
able agricultural development were prepared. The 
details are as follows: 

(a) The evaluation and monitoring of the 
impact on African agriculture of the 1992 European 
economic integration measures; 

(b) Appraisal, monitoring and evaluation of 
the impact of bio-technology on agricultural 
development; 

(c) Measures to increase the operational 
effectiveness of planning and policy-making insti
tutions in agricultural development; 

(d) Approaches to improve agricultural 
data collection, processing and interpretation for the 
benefit of member States in the Eastern and 
Southern African subregion; and 

(e) Measures for the promotion, rehabilita-
tion and conservation of green belts and/or soils in 
the North African subregion. 

54. A workshop on the improvement of public 
sector capacities in project management and 
administration which sought to enhance the capa
bilities of agricultural development planners and 

policy makers in project management and adminis
tration was organized. 

55. In the domain of agricultural marketing, 
efforts were centred on the analysis and diagnosis 
of agricultural marketing problems and the proffer
ing of solutions. In this regard, the secretariat's 
work was directed mainly towards research of 
which studies on the following were carried out: 

(a) The improvement of agricultural 
development policies through a comparative 
analysis of the structural advantages of agricultural 
export-oriented products of Africa and South-East 
Asia; 

(b) Measures for alleviating infrastructural 
constraints to intra-regional food trade, whose 
findings and conclusions were presented in a report 
to the meetings of the Intergovernmental Com
mittees of Experts of the MULPOCs; 

(c) Identification of appropriate intervention 
policies and measures for enhancing the access by 
small farmers to credit facilities; and 

(d) A study on the review and assessment 
of small farmer credit programmes in Africa in the 
light of the experiences of other developing regions. 

56. Capacity building was also an area to which 
the secretariat attached tremendous importance. In 
this connection, two outputs were implemented, 
namely the development of a curriculum for the 
training of agricultural marketing instructors in 
agricultural marketing extension services and a 
curriculum for the training of agricultural marketing 
instructors in basic marketing principles. 

57. Activities undertaken in the areas of agricul
tural production, institutions and services focused 
mainly on sustainable food security and poverty 
alleviation. The specific activities carried out per
tained to better understanding of the food security 
situation in Africa; the preparation of outlooks; 
development of tools for programming and promo
tion of comprehensive food security programmes; 
improvement of member States' capacities in food 
security policy analysis; development of information 
base notably through networking for maize and non
conventional food resources. 

58. During the period under review, the secre
tariat organized four meetings for the Central and 
West African States. The specific purpose of the 
meetings was to provide a forum for the countries 
to exchange views on critical food security issues 
and to make action-oriented recommendations. 

59. Given that non-traditional food commodities 
can also serve as a basis for promoting food 
security, the secretariat produced a manual for the 
benefit of member countries on measures designed 
to expand food availability through the exploitation 
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of non-conventional food resources (flora and 
fauna). 

60. The secretariat's activity in the area of live
stock resources development in Africa consisted of 
research and the testing of livestock models in 
Central and West African subregions. The ultimate 
objective of these models was to develop analytical 
tools which may rationalize planning and manage
ment intervention measures leading to sustainable 
growth in the livestock subsector. 

61 . A number of activities in the area of rural 
structural transformation and development were 
carried out during the period. These included 
participation in seminars and preparation of basic 
documents related to the development of rural life, 
particularly the life of the poorest group of the 
population. 

62. . The following reports were produced: 

(a) A report on the strengthening of finan-
cial institutions for rural Africa on the provision of 
credit for agricultural and other income-generating 
activities in selected African countries; and 

(b) One issue of "Rural Progress" focusing 
on different problems of rural development. 

63. The secretariat embarked upon a major field 
project aimed at promoting massive rehabilitation 
and development of agriculture in the Tigray region 
of Ethiopia. 

64. Another activity undertaken pertained to the 
servicing of a seminar on the state of world poverty 
in Nairobi in June 1993 at which a report entitled 
"ECA and poverty alleviation in sub-Saharan Africa" 
was presented. 

65. An in-depth study on the dimensions of priva
tization of land resources in Africa, drawing heavily 
on case studies from field experience of East 
African countries and on attempts to critically 
assess land tenure systems in the subregion, parti
cularly in relation to efficient land-use planning and 
investment programmes, is under implementation. 

66. In the areas of fisheries and marine living 
resources, a significant number of activities were 
carried out. These pertained to: 

(a) Documentation of relevant fisheries-
related issues, including reports, publication and 
databases. These were: 

(i) 

(ii) 

Elaboration of a subregional mari
time data bank in the member 
States of the Indian Ocean Com
mission; 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 

(viii) 

(ix) 

(j) 

exploitation and management of 
shared inland fisheries resources 
in Africa for agricultural 
development officials; 

Report on trends in food security 
and food self-sufficiency in 
Africa discussed at the ECA 
Conference of Ministers in May 
1994; 

Elaboration of aquaculture 
development strategies in the 
various subregions of the con
tinent; 

Publication on the enhancement 
of capacities for the updating 
and treatment of data (in parti
cular statistical datal in the fields 
of agriculture and fisheries; 

Preparation of a basic document 
on a proposed strategy for 
developing the fisheries sector as 
a basis for harmonizing and co
ordinating related activities in the 
sector; 

Preparation of a technical publi
cation on measures for streng
thening cooperation in the 
exploitation and management of 
shared fisheries resources 
(Zambezi basin: Mozambique, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe); 

Preparation of a technical pub
lication on subregional coopera
tion in effective implementation 
of exclusive economic zones 
(EEZ) in the fields of fisheries 
resources (Mozambique and 
Madagascar); 

Preparation of a monograph on 
the survey of aquaculture 
development in selected African 
countries including the analysis 
of conditions of development, 
lessons to be learnt and relevant 
recommendations with a focus 
on traditional aquaculture and 
development of industrial export
oriented aquaculture; and 

Preparation of two documents on 
the present status of agriculture 
and fisheries in Africa and on 
situational analysis with regard to 
fisheries activities in Africa; 

(b) Organization of seminars/training/-Publication on measures for 
strengthening cooperation for the workshops as follows: 
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(i) Seminar on a study relating to 
the analysis and review of the 
aquaculture sector in Africa; 

(ii) National seminar on fisheries 
policy and strategy in Ethiopia; 

(c) Provision of the following technical 
assistance: 

(i) Advisory services on fisheries
related issues for the post
conflict reconstruction and 
rehabilitation of affected African 
countries such as Mozambique. 

(ii) A fact-finding mission to Eritrea 
to follow-up on previous acti
vities regarding the formulation 
of a master plan for the rehabi
litation, reconstruction and 
development of the country. 

67. Other activities performed included coopera
tion with subregional organizations on the exploita
tion of fisheries resources within the countries' 
EEZs, including a review of the existing fishing 
agreements and participation in the working group 
of the EEC project on development of lake fisheries 
in Ethiopia. 

Marine affairs 

68. During the period under review, activities in 
the marine affairs area were primarily to provide 
advisory services on application of legal 
mechanisms established by the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea for exploitation 
of non-living resources of the sea. The secretariat 
fielded missions to 1 0 African member States, 
namely Cape Verde, Egypt, Ethiopia, the Gambia, 
Ghana, Kenya, Madagascar, Mauritius, Namibia and 
the United Republic of Tanzania. 

69. A technical study on current status of aware
ness, ratification and progress in the implementation 
of the provisions of the United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea was published in 1 994 and 
a summary of the findings of the study was pre
sented at a regional seminar in March 1994. 

70. In March 1994, the secretariat, in colla
boration with the International Ocean Institute (101), 
convened and serviced a regional leadership seminar 
on marine/ocean affairs in Africa in Addis Ababa, 
whose objectives, inter alia, were to provide a 
forum for dialogue among African sectoral leaders 
on the need to promote sustainable development of 
marine/ocean resources in Africa. 

Public adminstration and fiscal affairs 

71 . The bulk of the secretariat's work in public 
administration and fiscal affairs was on research to 

identify weaknesses in the operations of public insti
tutions, including policy options and measures for 
enhancing their role in the development process. 
The following studies were undertaken during the 
period: 

(a) "Improving government financial report-
ing systems in selected African countries: A 
country case study of Tanzania", assessing the 
government reporting systems and practices in the 
United Republic of Tanzania; 

(b) "Ways and means of mobilizing tax 
revenues from the informal sector in selected 
African countries", in which the role of the informal 
sector was examined and measures on how to 
mobilize tax revenue from the informal sector were 
reviewed; 

(c) "Reforming of taxation policies, 
systems and improvement in tax administration: 
The case of Ethiopia"; 

(d) "The impact of automation and modern 
technology on efficiency and effectiveness of 
financial management in public enterprises in 
Africa"; and 

(e) "Fiscal policies in the agricultural sector: 
Review of issues and policy options for increased 
food self-sufficiency in Kenya and Tanzania". 

72. Due attention was given to other allied issues 
such as need for improvements in legal and regula
tory constraints to private sector development; 
developing and strengthening credit and capital 
markets for private sector development; and fiscal 
policies for promoting indigenous private sector 
investment. In developing a better understanding of 
the issues surrounding these concerns, the 
secretariat carried out research on themes such as 
assessment of the performance of reformed public 
and recently privatized enterprises in Africa; 
developing African capital markets: The human 
resource and training challenge; measures for the 
stimulation, development and promotion of indi
genous entrepreneurial capability in Africa; and 
various approaches to privatization in Africa. 

73. A directory of institutions in Africa offering 
management education and training is being com
piled by the secretariat. Information on the role of 
African professional associations in providing 
management development and supportive services 
will also be compiled into a technical publication. 

Environment and development 

74. Activities in environment and development 
during the period under review focused on 
developing common interpretations, strategies and 
action programme on the recommendations of the 
United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED) held in June 1992 and which 
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adopted Agenda 21 , as well as the implementation 
of the recommendations of the Conference. 

75. Coordination with African regional and sub
regional intergovernmental organizations repre
sented a significant component of the secretariat's 
activities on environmental matters. In this respect, 
the secretariat carried out regular consultations with 
OAU on the UNCED follow-up and the promotion of 
the African Common Position during the Assembly 
of Heads of State and Government of OAU in June 
1993. Cooperation with OAU also included inputs 
into the development of an African perspective on 
the International Convention to Combat Deserti
fication and preparation of the Regional Position for 
Africa for the World Conference on Natural Disaster 
Reduction in Yokohama, Japan, in May 1994. 

76. Coordination with IGADD, SADCC, PTA and 
ECOWAS also received adequate attention. The 
secretariat participated in coordinating the 
desertification component of the UNDP assistance 
project to ECOWAS, the joint servicing of an IGADD 
expert group meeting on the International Conven
tion to Combat Desertification, held in Addis Ababa, 
from 5 to 8 August 1 993 and the joint servicing of 
the tenth session of the Council of Ministers and 
fourth summit of Heads of State of IGADD, also 
held in Addis Ababa on 2 and 3 and 6 and 7 
September 1 993 respectively. 

Human settlements 

77. The specific problems and activities addressed 
during the period under review were on redressing 
the rural/urban imbalance through identifying settle
ment policy issues and developing and promoting 
guidelines for the formulation and implementation of 
national settlements policies aimed at balanced 
spatial distribution of population and economic 
activities within the context of a sound environment 
along with land reforms and the promotion of rural 
townships; strengthening the indigenous construc
tion sector through the development of indigenous 
skills, low-cost building materials and small-scale 
production units and transfer of appropriate 
technology. 

78. In this respect, a number of publications 
covering a variety of human settlements issues 
were produced, namely: 

(a} Bulletin on Human Settlements Situation 
in Africa; 

(b) Physical planning methodologies and 
techniques applicable to arid and semi-arid areas as 
well as coastal and tropical forest zones, parti
cularly with regard to environmental protection and 
development; 

(c) Formulation of efficient land-use 
planning within the framework of the urban 
economy; and 

(d) Guidelines on shelter indicators for the 
formulation and the assessment of national shelter 
policies in Africa within the framework of the Global 
Strategy for Shelter to the Year 2000. 

79. The secretariat continued its efforts towards 
the development of local building materials and has 
within the period under review put into operation 
pilot plants for the commercial manufacture of 
stabilized soil blocks in Senegal and fibre concrete 
roofing tiles in Cameroon and Guinea. Two lime 
kilns are under construction in Uganda. In addition, 
the regional project would be expected to provide 
avenues for full-scale demonstration of the process 
of technology transfer and better opportunities for 
the coordination of the efforts of individual coun
tries in training technicians, artisans and entre
preneurs for the widespread production of alterna
tive building materials. 

Industrial development 

80. The thrust of activities carried out during the 
period under review was on research studies aimed 
at assisting member countries to formulate appro
priate industrial policies and to more effectively 
implement industrial programmes that would bring 
about the revitalization and restructuring of the 
industrial sector and promote industrial programmes 
and projects by supporting national and multina
tional resource-based core industries (chemical, 
engineering, metallurgical, agro-based and small 
scale) as well as private industrial enterprises. In 
the context of the second Industrial Development 
Decade for Africa, emphasis was put on the mobili
zation of financial resources for industrial invest
ment and development of critical capabilities for 
industrialization in Africa. 

81. The secretariat jointly organized with UNIDO 
the eleventh meeting of the Conference of African 
Ministers of Industry, in close cooperation with the 
Government of Mauritius and in consultation with 
OAU, which took place in Port Louis from 31 May 
to 3 June 1993. It was preceded by the meeting of 
the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts of the 
Whole on Industrialization in Africa which was held 
from 24 to 29 May 1993. The major outcome from 
this meeting was the adoption of resolutions and 
the Mauritius Declaration underscoring the 
importance of the private sector and natural 
resource-based core industries in the self-reliant and 
self-sustained development of Africa. 

82. A number of technical publications intended 
to assist member countries in their efforts to pro
mote the industrial private sector and develop 
natural resource-based core industries which are 
engines of economic growth and development, 
particularly within the context of the IDDA II 
programme were prepared as follows: 

(a) The annual bulletin "Focus on African 
Industry;" 
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(b) Directory of project profiles on small-
scale industries; 

(c) Investment and financial policies and 
their impact on the development of indigenous 
industries; 

(d) Lessons from selected newly indus-
trialized countries for the effective implementation 
of IDDA II; . 

(e) Natural resources for the production of 
nitrogen, phosphate and potash fertilizers in Africa, 
their utilization and perspectives for their integrated 
development in the context of IDDA II; 

(f) Possibility for the application of the 
compact mini-plants technology for the manufac
turing of steel products in African countries in the 
context of IDDA II; and 

(g) A technical handbook on composite and 
non-wheat flours in the context of IDDA II. 

83. During the period under review, two ad hoc 
expert group meetings - one on the promotion of 
investment in the industrial projects in the context 
of IDDA II and the other on the possibility of pro
duction of basic chemicals from natural gas - were 
organized with a view to finalizing two technical 
publications using the experience of African experts 
in the fields of investment promotion and chemicals. 

84. In addition, three subregional follow-up meet
ings on the implementation of the subregional pro
grammes for IDDA II (one each for West Africa, 
North Africa and Eastern and Southern Africa) were 
jointly organized with UNIDO and in collaboration 
with the host Governments of COte d'lvoire, Tunisia· 
and Ethiopia. These meetings assessed and 
analyzed the subregional and country industrial 
priorities with a view to making concrete and imple
mentable proposals. 

85. Within the framework of the implementation 
· of IDDA II, consultants assisted member countries 

in promoting 11 selected subregional projects in the 
priority areas of metal, chemical, engineering and 
agro-industries. In doing so, each consultant, inter 
~ assessed the status of projects selected in 
each subregion and provided technical advice on 
their implementation. 

86. The secretariat intensified its cooperation with 
OAU and ADB, particularly within the context of the 
Joint OAU/ECA/ADB Secretariat through the joint 
organization of and in cooperation with the South 
Center, a seminar on the Report of the South Com
mission, held in Addis Ababa on 15 and 16 
September 1993. The theme of the seminar was 
on policy options for Africa in the 1 990s in the light 
of the South Commission Report and recent global 
development strategies. 

87. In addition, the Joint OAU/ECA/ADB Secre
tariat met in Cairo from 5 to 7 December 1 993 to 
finalize the draft agenda for the sixth consultative 
meeting of the chief executives and to discuss the 
implementation of the Abuja Treaty, the privatiza
tion and the role of the private sector in Africa and 
intra-African trade, including the role of the 
AFREXIMBANK. 

88. The secretariat provided substantive support 
and logistics to the seventh International Con
ference on Small and Medium Enterprises jointly 
organized by Ethiopia and the World Assembly of 
Small and Medium Enterprises (WASME) in Addis 
Ababa from 9 to 11 March 1 994 concurrently with 
an international trade fair which opened officially on 
6 March 1994. 

Trade development and cooperation 

89. The secretariat's activities in the area of trade 
development and cooperation aimed at assisting 
member States in designing, adopting and imple
menting policies and measures consisting of the 
promotion and expansion of domestic and intra
African trade, particularly in the context of the 
African Economic Community, and of developing its 
international trade relations. 

90. In this connection, the secretariat, among 
other things, serviced the twelfth session of the 
Conference of African Ministers of Trade in Tunis 
from 20 to 24 October 1993. The conference, 
which was held against the backdrop of significant 
developments taking place in the international trade 
relations, was convened under the theme "Fostering 
an enabling environment for Africa's trade into the 
twenty-first century: Policies, strategies and 
measures." 

91 . Among the reports presented for discussion 
by the meeting were: 

(a) The effective participation of Africa in 
international trade; 

(b) The continuing decline in commodity 
prices of export interest to Africa; 

(c) The role of the private sector in pro-
moting intra-African trade; 

(d) The impact on Africa of the conclusion 
of the Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotia
tions; and 

(e) The preparation for the Mid-Term 
Review of the Lome IV Convention in the wake of 
the European Union and enhancing South-South 
cooperation. 

92. Also presented to the conference for its 
review were: 
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(a) A report entitled "Enhancing the role of 
women in domestic trade" on a study outlining the 
factors hindering women from realizing their full 
potential in domestic trade and proposing policy 
measures that could possibly improve women's 
situation and make credit facilities easily accessible 
to women entrepreneurs; and 

(b) A report entitled "Facilitating develop-
ment of rural trade through provision of services, 
trade financing and rural credit" which was also 
submitted to the technical meeting of experts of the 
Conference of African Ministers of Trade. 

93. A number of studies on trade development 
and cooperation with emphasis on domestic, intra
African and international trade were translated into 
publications. 

94. The publications on domestic trade looked at 
possible ways for its enhancement and included 
factors contributing to the underdevelopment of 
domestic trade in Africa among which were 
elaborated an underdeveloped entrepreneurship and 
lack of appropriate and supportive infrastructures. 
Another publication examined the need to develop 
rural trade within the context of the strategies for 
developing Africa's economies as recognized by 
most African countries since independence. It 
further examined mechanisms needed for facilitat
ing the development of rural trade, particularly as 
regards the need to provide adequate services in 
support of such trade, including appropriate trade 
financing and rural credit. 

95. Publications in the area of intra-African trade 
included the following: 

(a) Prospects for expanding intra-African 
trade through planning of production on subregional 
basis; 

(b) The growth prospects for intra-African 
trade and elimination of tariff and non-tariff barriers; 

(c) Mechanisms for stabilizing the export 
earnings of African countries; 

(d) African Trade Bulletin, volumes 17 and 

these developments on the region's international 
trade. These studies resulted in the following pub-
lications: · 

(a) Africa's competitiveness in the tradi-
tional markets past experiences and questions for 
future; and 

(b) Africa's export prospects: The Uruguay 
Round and beyond. 

Monetarv and financial policies and strategies 

97. Activities in monetary and financial policies 
and strategies concentrated on assisting African 
countries to devise strategies for alleviating the debt 
burden and improving their debt management capa
bilities as well as helping in the process of monetary 
and financial integration in Africa in the context of 
implementation of the Treaty establishing the 
African Economic Community. The experiences 
derived. from these activities were described in 
various reports submitted to the fifth session of the 
Conference of African Ministers of Finance, which 
took place in Libreville, Gabon on 1 and 2 March 
1994. The conference was preceded by the meet
ing of the Intergovernmental Group of Experts from 
ministries of finance and central banks from 25 to 
28 February 1994. The conference convened under 
the theme "The problematic of financing develop
ment in Africa". It also deliberated on a number of 
issues covering trade financing problems in Africa; 
the debt problems and resource mobilization includ
ing the establishment of an African Monetary Fund. 

98. A discussion forum was organized to coincide 
with the conference providing an opportunity for the 
ministers to exchange views on the issues pre
sented by prominent speakers invited from multi
lateral institutions, United Nations agencies and 
other professionals and academicians. 

99. The secretariat undertook research on topical 
monetary and financial issues, particularly Africa's 
debt and implications of recent developments in the 
world economy on the economic, monetary and 
financial situation of Africa, the outcome of which 
is reflected in the following publications: 

18; (a) Measures needed to facilitate trade 

(e) Flash on Trade Opportunities, numbers 
58, 59, 60 and 61; 

(f) Directory of Chambers of Commerce, 
Industry, Agriculture and Mines, fourth edition; and 

(g) African Trade Directory, Volume 1: The 
external debt crisis. 

96. The emergence of large regional trading blocs 
in other regions of the world and potential threat of 
growing protectionism necessitated the secretariat 
to undertake studies to assess the impact of all 

financing in African countries; 

(b) Analysis of the impact of debt-relief 
initiatives on African debt; 

(c) New initiatives to deal with the African 
debt problem within a framework ensuring linkages 
between debt, trade and development; 

(d) Impact of new developments in interna-
tional economic, monetary and financial relations on 
economic, monetary and finanr.ial situation in 
Africa; 
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(e) The impact of recent international 
developments on net resource transfer to African 
countries; and 

(f) The impact of political and economic 
changes in the East, especially in former USSR 
countries, on the external financing trends of 
African countries. 

100. The secretariat, as part of enhancing its 
capacity for analyzing and forecasting Africa's 
external debt situation, initiated the creation of a 
database on Africa's external debt profile incor
porating both Africa's external debt statistics and 
variables determining its capacity to service debt. 

101. The secretariat also organized a seminar on 
review of Africa's debt situation and the impact of 
declining commodity prices on Africa's capacity to 
grow and service its external debt, which took place 
in Addis Ababa on 15 and 16 November 1993, 
followed by a workshop on review of pragmatic 
ways and means of alleviating Africa's external debt 
burden, on 17 and 18 November 1993. 

102. With regard to the secretariat's cooperation 
with subregional, regional and international IGOs, it 
participated and contributed in the following meet
ings and workshops: 

(a) Second High-Level Expert Group Meet-
ing for the Global Coalition For Africa, Washington, 
D.C., from 2 to 5 May, 1993; 

(b) Meeting of the Working Party of the 
African Caucus of the Board of Governors of the 
IMF/World Bank, Arusha, from 3 to 6 August 1993; 

(c) Twenty-ninth session of the Board of 
Governors of the African Development Bank and the 
twentieth session of the African Development Fund, 
Abidjan, from 12 to 14 May 1993; 

(d) Second African-African American 
Summit, Libreville, from 24 to 28 May, 1993; and 

(e) Ministerial meeting on the initiative to 
facilitate cross-border investment, trade and pay
ment in East and Southern Africa and the Indian 
Ocean region, Kampala, 27 August 1993. 

103. During the period under review, the Joint 
ECA/UNCTAD Unit on Transnational Corporations 
continued to focus its efforts on research with the 

view to encourage private sector activities for better 
output and to enhance the role of foreign direct 
investment in the financing of African development. 
In this regard, the Unit undertook the following 
studies: 

(a) Foreign direct investment from develop-
ing countries: The case of Mauritius; 

(b) The role of trading transnational cor-
porations on the development of industrialization in 
the developing countries: The case of Nigeria and 
Ghana; 

(c) Investment flows from Central and 
Eastern Europe into Africa: Case study on Nigeria; 

(d) Prospect for increased future activity of 
Japanese FDI in Africa; 

(e) Technology transfer through foreign 
direct investment: The case of Japanese invest
ment in Africa; and 

(f) Japanese foreign direct investment in 
Africa: The case of Nigeria, Ghana, Kenya and 
Ethiopia. 

1 04. The Joint ECA/UNCTAD Unit on Transnational 
Corporations participated in the meeting of the 
preparatory committee of the Tokyo Conference on 
African Development, 1 5 to 25 March 1 993 and in 
the Conference itself from 1 to 8 October 1993. 

Natural resources 

105. Activities in the natural resources areas 
covered the exploration and development of mineral 
resources; the development and management of 
water resources and the development and provision 
of cartographic and remote sensing services. 

1 06. In the area of mineral resources, the secre
tariat's primary objective was to promote coopera
tion among ECA member States for the develop
ment and management of their mineral resources. 
In this context, the secretariat organized and 
serviced the fifth Regional Conference on Mineral 
Resources Development and Utilization in Africa 
under the theme "Mineral resources development 
and environment in Africa." 

1 07. In line with the objective of promoting 
cooperation among member States, the secretariat 
carried out a comparative study to review the 
present status of mineral resources development 
policies in the region, from which emerged a pub
lication entitled "Mineral resources development 
polices in Africa." 

1 08. During the period under consideration, 
technical assistance was provided to: 

(a) The Government of Equatorial Guinea, 
in proposing a new organizational structure of the 
Mining Department; 

(b) Egyptian Aluminium Facilities, by con-
ducting jointly with UNIDO a study on "copper and 
aluminium fabricating facilities in Africa"; 

(c) Mintex/South Africa, by contributing 
and presenting a paper as one of the key speakers 
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to the conference on financial and technical support 
for mining ventures, organized by Mintex/South 
Africa, in Johannesburg in November 1 993; 

(d) The Government of the Niger, by pro-
viding a resource person who presented a paper on 
"constraints on small-scale gold mining in Africa", 
at a round-table meeting organized by the Govern
ment in Niamey in October 1993; 

(e) The Central African Mineral Resources 
Development Centre (CAMRDC), by assisting in the 
organization and servicing of the meeting of its 

. Executive Board which reviewed the difficulties 
presently faced by the Centre with the view to 
revitalizing its operation; 

(f) The East and Southern African Mineral 
Resources Development Centre (ESAMRDC), in sen
sitizing its member States on its financial difficulties 
and in the servicing of the meeting of its Governing 
Council; and 

(g) The Liptako-Gourma Development 
Authority, comprising Burkina Faso, Mali and the 
Niger, by undertaking a comparative study based on 
a field mission to COte d'lvoire, Ghana and Guinea, 
with a view to rationalizing small-scale gold mining 
activities in the member countries of the Authority. 

.1 09. Activities in the field of water resources 
covered the following: 

(a) In the framework of enhancing a closer 
working relationship among organizations involved 
in water resources development in Africa, the 
secretariat organized and convened in June 1993 
the second annual meeting of 1nter-agency Group 
.for Water in Africa (IGWA), a body established for 
the coordination and harmonization of water acti
vities by the United Nations system of organiza
tions and intergovernmental bodies in Africa; 

(b) In order to facilitate dialogue among the 
Undugu group of countries on cooperation in water 
development related issues, the secretariat 

. organized, convened and serviced the tenth minis
.terial meeting of Undugu countries which reviewed 
a draft memorandum of understanding for coopera
tion among the countries of the subregion; 

(c) Studies resulting in publications cover-
ing problems and prospects for water development 
were undertaken. These were: 

(i) Launching of the study on the 
problems and prospects for inte
grated development of the Nile 
basin. Emanating from the find
ings and information derived 
from this study was a report con
taining proposals for subregional 
cooperation on development of 
the Nile elucidating the scope, 

(ii) 

(iii) 

strategies, framework and 
modalities for cooperation; 

Preparation of a comprehensive 
report on existing trans-boundary 
river/lake basin organizations in 
Africa and presented at the 
ECA/UNDP joint meeting on co
ordination and harmonization of 
activities of the intergovern
mental organizations; 

Publication of the sixth issue of 
MAJI, an annual information 
bulletin on water resources 
activities in Africa in December 
1993; and 

(iv) Publication of a technical study 
on conservation and rational use 
of water resources in selected 
North African countries. Based 
on this study, a summary paper 
was presented at a workshop on 
ground water organized by the 
Secretariat of the League of Arab 
States. 

110. The secretariat participated in the sixth 
session of the Working Group on Hydrology of the 
WMO Regional Association for Africa, held in 
Abidjan, from 24 November to 3 December 1993, 
at which contributions were made in the formulation 
of the future programmes of countries in Africa and 
of WMO in the area of water resources assessment. 

111 . In the field of cartography and remote sens
ing, the secretariat provided technical and mana
gerial advisory services to the Regional Centre for 
Services in Surveying, Mapping and Remote Sensing 
(RCSSMRS) in Nairobi; the Regional Centre for 
Training in Aerospace Surveys (RECT AS) in lie lfe, 
Nigeria and the African Organization for Carto
graphy and Remote Sensing (AOCRS) in Algiers. 

112. The secretariat's services and products in 
cartography and remote sensing also included the 
following: 

(a) Preparation of the exhibition material on 
ECA's activities to the first Afro-Arab Trade Fair, 
held in Tunis from 22 to 31 October 1993; 

(b) Preparation and dissemination of infor-
mation on surveying, mapping, remote sensing and 
geographic information systems to the relevant 
institutions in the member countries; 

(c) Preparation of technical papers for the 
International Society for Photogrammetry and 
Remote Sensing's Working Group on International 
Mapping from Space, held in Hannover, Germany, 
in September 1 993 and for the United Nations 
Regional Conference on Space Technology for 

ANNUAL REPORT 25 



Sustainable Development in Africa which took place 
in Dakar from 25 to 29 October 1993. 

Energy, including new and renewable sources of 
energy 

113. The thrust of the secretariat's activities in the 
area of energy, including new and renewable 
sources of energy, during the period under review 
aimed at assisting member States in the develop
ment of indigenous energy sources and the formu
lation of adequate energy policy, in strengthening 
institutional and capacity building through training 
of African experts in the energy sector. 

114. The above activities were carried out through 
studies and research, expert group meetings, tech
nical publications, training/seminars and workshops. 

115. Specifically, the secretariat organized an ad 
hoc expert group meeting for senior advisers on 
"Energy policy and strategies in Africa", in Addis 
Ababa from 17 to 19 May 1993. 

116. The following technical publications were 
prepared during the period under review: 

(a) Energy supply, energy use and related 
policy options in African countries; and 

(b) Potential contribution of new and re-
newable sources of energy to the African energy 
supply. 

11 7. As part of its contribution to the symposium/
exhibition on the fabrication of electrical materials 
in Africa, held in Casablanca in May 1994, the 
secretariat prepared and presented two papers 
entitled: "South-South, North-South partnership, its 
prospects and development" and "Experience of 
equipment manufacturing and installation industries 
existing in Africa". 

Science and technology for development 

118. During the period under review, the science 
and technology activities of the secretariat focused 
on the strengthening of infrastructure for policy 
making and planning in the development and appli
cation of science and technology; human resources 
development and utilization of manpower for 
science and technology; and promotion of sub
regional and regional cooperation. 

119. The secretariat organized the biennial meeting 
of the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts for 
Science and Technology Development (IGCESTD), 
in Addis Ababa from 22 to 26 November 1993, at 
which participants examined important issues aris
ing out of various meetings and studies imple
mented during the 1992-1993 biennium and made 
recommendations on policies and strategies for 
enhancing the management of science and techno
logy in the member States. It also organized the 

second meeting of the North Africa Subregional 
Working Group in Tunis from 13 to 16 December 
1 993 which, among other things, examined the 
developments in science and technology in the 
member States of the subregion, elaborated a 
number of subregional projects and examined the 
basis for a subregional policy in science and 
technology. 

120. With regard to the prov1s1on of technical 
support, assistance was provided to the African 
Regional Centre for Technology (ARCT) and the 
African Regional Organization for Standardization 
(ARSO) in programme development and execution 
by providing advisory service to the meetings of its 
Executive Board and its sub-committees from 13 to 
19 April 1994 which elaborated the future orienta
tion of the work programme. 

1 21 . The secretariat, in its efforts to strengthen 
capacities in science and technology, organized two 
training workshops in Kampala from 1 7 to 21 May 
1993 and from 20 to 24 September 1994. The 
first workshop was on the integration of science 
and technology, economic and development poli
cies, while the second dealt with technology 
assessment: its concepts, methodologies and 
institutional arrangements. 

122. With regard to regional and subregional co
operation, the secretariat participated in a workshop 
on science and technology organized by the 
Southern African Development Coordination Con
ference (SADCC) in Lusaka on 21 and 22 July 1993 
which examined a study on the science and techno
logy situation in the subregion. The secretariat also 
assisted RANDFORUM in the organization of and 
participated in the first Presidential Forum, a 
significant event in the overall effort to mobilize the 
African political leadership to support the develop
ment and application of science and technology, 
which took place in Gaborone, Botswana from 31 
October to 1 November 1 993. 

123. The secretariat carried out a study on the 
subregional and regional professional scientific and 
technical associations and institutions, the aim of 
which was to identify measures for galvanizing the 
capacities of scientific and technological institutions 
in promoting socio-economic development. 

Population 

124. During the period under review, the secre
tariat's activities in population issues emphasized 
the integration of population factors in development 
planning as well as on studies in the areas of popu
lation dynamics, family planning, HIV/AIDS and 
other pandemic and their interrelationships with 
sustainable development. 

125. In this respect, the secretariat presented a 
number of reports to the eighth session of the Joint 
Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and 
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Demographers, held in Addis Ababa from 21 to 26 
March 1994). These included: 

(a) Implementation of the Kilimanjaro 
Programme of Action on population; 

(b) Comparative study on family planning 
and birth spacing programmes in ECA member 
States; 

(c) Demographic and social consequences 
of a~eing in ECA member States; 

(d) Socio-economic and demographic con-
sequences of HIV/AIDS and other pandemic in ECA 
member States; 

(e) Population activities in 1992-1993, 
examination of the approved programme of work for 
1994-1995 and consideration of the draft work 
programme for 1996-1997; and 

(f) Preparations for the 1 994 International 
Conference on Population and Development: the 
African Common Position. 

126. The secretariat carried out a number of 
research studies which set out to examine the inter
relationships between population factors and sus
tainable development, and determination of appro
priate policies and strategies for addressing these 
inter-related issues. Research findings were pre
sented in the following technical publications: 

(a) An assessment of the formulation and 
implementation of national population programmes 
in ECA member States during the 1990s; 

(b) A manual for the integration of popula-
tion factors in human resource development with 
particular reference to educational sector planning; 

(c) Mortality levels, patterns, trends, 
differentials and their socio-economic interrela
tionships in Africa; 

{d) Correlation of changing infant and child 
mortality and fertility in relation to development 
programmes in selected member States; 

(e) Relationship between population and 
environment with particular reference to mortality in 
selected member States; 

(f) Alternatives to traditional approaches in 
the formulation and implementation of family 
planning programmes in African countries; and 

(g) Consistency of United Nations projec-
tions with those produced by selected ECA member 
States. 

127. In addition to assisting member States in 
building their capacities through training and 

seminars, advisory services were offered in the 
areas of population analysis, evaluation, dissemina
tion and project formulation under the new system 
of UNFPA's technical support services and country 
support teams located in Addis Ababa, Dakar and 
Harare. 

128. The ECA-sponsored Regional Institute for 
Population Studies (RIPS) in Accra and the lnstitut 
de formation et de recherche demographiques 
(IFORD) in Yaounde continued to provide training 
and research programmes. The RIPS programme 
offered a twelve-month Master of Arts (MA) Degree 
in Population Studies; a Master of Philosophy 
(M.Phil.) and the Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D) 
Degree in Population Studies, while the IFORD 
programme comprised of formal training courses in 
demographic studies. 

Transoort and communications 

129. Four main activities dominated the secre
tariat's efforts in the field of transport and com
munications. These were related to international 
cooperation, parliamentary services, published 
materials, operational activities, ad hoc expert group 
meetings and coordination, harmonization and 
liaison activities with respect to the implementation 
of the programme of the second United Nations 
Transport and Communications Decade in Africa 
(UNTACDA II). 

130. As regards parliamentary related activities, 
the following were accomplished: 

(a) Development and presentation of two 
reports to the North African Transport Committee 
on ECA' s contribution to the implementation of the 
Committee's work programme and the reestab
lishment of the Trans-African Highway Bureau; 

(b) Presentation of a report to an inter-
governmental meeting of African port experts and 
senior officials on current status and steps taken to 
promote cooperation among African ports. 

131 . Technical materials on the development of 
transport, telecommunications and postal services 
in Africa as well as on the management and/or 
operation of transport services in Africa were pre
pared and published as follows: 

(a) Three newsletters on the activities of 
UNTACDA II; 

(b) Guidelines for improving clearing and 
forwarding operations in Africa; 

(c) Guidelines for improved management of 
shipping in Africa; 

(d) Port dues and charges for cargo-
handling and their impact on efficiency; 
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(e) Guidelines for improving coordination 
among port authorities and port users; 

(f) Guidelines on improvement of inland 
water port efficiency in Africa; 

(g) Measures to improve air transport 
activities and services in Africa; 

(h) Efficiency and performance of main-
tenance and repair workshops for rolling stock in 
African railways; 

{i) Ways of strengthening subregional co-
operation through pooling and rational use of exist
ing maintenance and repair capacities and promo
tion of spare parts manufacture; 

(j) Review of road transit charges in the 
various subregions: economic evaluation of 
selected substandard sections of the trans-African 
highways; 

(k) Development of standard maintenance 
management systems; 

(!) Guidelines on the development of 
human resource capabilities in the field of freight 
forwarding in Africa; 

(m) Developments in the dimensions of 
maritime containers and their consequences for 
road, rail, maritime and inland water transport in 
Africa; 

(n) Guidelines in the development of effi-
cient transport chains along transit corridors; 

(o) Planning concepts of digital networks; 

{p) Status of African telecommunications 
networks development; and 

(q) Guidelines for improving intra-African 
mail routeing plans. 

132. The secretariat organized an ad hoc expert 
group meeting to review guidelines on development 
of subregional cooperation in shipping in Africa. 

133. Three field projects, namely human resource 
and institutionai development, transport database 
and manufacture of transport equipment, were 
being carried out. The first concerns the develop
ment of management policy reform, institutional 
development, technical and other human capacities 
in the regional transport and communications sec
tor; the second relates to activities aimed at the 
eventual establishment of transport data gathering, 
processing and dissemination; and the third looks 
into the feasibility of manufacturing selected 
transport equipment and/or components in Africa. 

Tourism 

134. During the period under review, the secre
tariat carried out substantive activities towards the 
development of tourism in Africa. These included 
assistance to member States, research and publica
tions and cooperation with other organizations in 
analyzing policies and strategies and building capa
cities required to effectively manage tourism 
development. 

135. Assistance to member States and inter
governmental organizations in defining their needs. 
Building capacities for meeting these needs 
included: 

(a) Elaboration of terms of reference for the 
initiation of the pan-African tourism organization, in 
cooperation with the Southern Africa Regional 
Tourism Council; 

(b) Assistance to Madagascar in the organi-
zation of a festival of arts and culture; and 

(c) Assistance to COMESA in the elabora-
tion of a tourism programme and a strategy for the 
development of tourism in the Preferential Trade 
Area for Eastern and Southern African States. 

136. A compendium on the deliberations of the 
Conferences of African Ministers of Tourism, 
highlighting the major decisions taken, is being 
prepared. 

137. Furthermore, during the period under review, 
the secretariat worked closely with other organiza
tions, specifically with the World Tourism Organiza
tion on the organization of the seminar on tourism 
statistics, for which ECA prepared a technical pub
lication on "Tourism and national accounts". It also 
contributed to the renegotiation of the Lome IV 
Convention with the African Group of the ACP 
States in Brussels. 

Women in development 

138. The secretariat carried out activities which 
emphasized the importance of economic empower
ment of women and their access to resources and 
the enhancement of the role of women in the main
stream of development. In this respect, activities 
were undertaken towards building up and reinforc
ing the business and managerial capabilities of 
women, capacity building as well as strengthening 
of the data base on women. Particular attention 
was also placed on the preparation of the Africa 
region for the World Conference on Women to be 
held in Beijing in 1995. 

139. In its effort to enhance women's entre
preneurial activities, the secretariat undertook a pre
feasibility study on the establishment of a bank for 
women with a view to promoting women's produc
tive activities. The secretariat, in collaboration with 
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the Pan-African Institute for Development of East 
and Southern Africa (PAID-ESA) and with financial 
assistance from the · Netherlands Government, 
organized a training of trainers workshop for pro
motion of women entrepreneurs and their access to 
credit, the major objective of which was to deyelop 
a critical corps of trainers in sub-Saharan Africa 
who will effectively transfer entrepreneurial, 
managerial and technological skills to women entre
preneurs, thereby enhancing and strengthening their 
capabilities. An important activity was the launch
ing of an African Federation of Women Entre
preneurs in Accra in June 1993. 

1 40. The other focus of the secretariat's pro
gramme was to strengthen the information network 
on women. In this respect, the following publica
tions were prepared: 

(a) An Annotated Bibliography on African 
Women which addressed mainly the question of 
women's access to and role in the decision-making 
process and politics; and 

(b) Two issues of the newsletter ATRCW 
Update focusing on environmental issues and acti
vities undertaken in the region in preparation of the 
Regional Conference on Women preparatory to the 
World Conference as well as issues related to 
African women entrepreneurship. 

141 . A number of studies were also undertaken, 
namely: 

(a) The external debt crisis and its impact 
on African women which addressed the problem of 
the debt crisis and highlighted its impact on women 
in the field of agriculture, health and employment; 
and 

(b) Women in food processing, preserva-
tion, storage and agro-industries which provided an 
analysis of the role of women in the field and made 
sound recommendations aimed at enhancing 
women's skills in food processing, production and 
marketing. 

142. A series of subregional workshops were 
organized with a view to ensuring coherence in the 
national preparations for the Regional and the·world 
Conferences on women. These were Eastern and 
Southern Africa, from 28 February to 2 March; 
West Africa, from 17 to 19 March; North Africa, 
from 27 to 29 March; and Central Africa and the 
Great Lakes countries, from 1 8 to 20 April 1 994 . 

143. The secretariat assisted in the preparation 
and organization of the Regional Conference on 
Women and Peace which took place in Kampala 
from 22 to 25 November 1993. The conference, 
which assembled women and men from govern
ment, NGOs and international institutions, adopted 
the Kampala Action Plan on Women and Peace. 

144. The secretariat also organized an ad hoc 
expert group meeting in Addis Ababa from 6 to 1 0 
December 1993 to consider strategies for the 
enhancement of women's skills in mainstreaming 
and decision making. 

Statistical development 

145. During the period under review, the activities 
of the secretariat in the area of statistical develop
ment were designed to assist African countries to 
implement the Addis Ababa Plan of Action for 
Statistical Development in Africa in the 1 990s as 
well as support national programmes for the con
tinued collection, processing, analysis and dis
semination of integrated demographic, economic 
and environment statistics while the Plan of Action 
is being implemented. 

146. A major activity was the organization and 
servicing of the eighth session of the Joint Con
ference of African Planners, Statisticians, Demo
graphers and Information Scientists in March 1 994 
at which major conclusions and recommendations 
were adopted for the attainment of sustainable 
statistical development. 

14 7. In line with the emphasis placed on coordina
tion of statistical policies, programmes and acti
vities, the secretariat organized the third and fourth 
annual meetings of the Coordinating Committee on 
African Statistical Development (CASD) in Addis 
Ababa in July 1 993 and March 1 994 respectively. 
The four CASD sub-committees on Training; 
Research, Methods and Standards; Data Processing; 
and Organization and Management of National 
Statistical Systems also held annual meetings in 
Africa, Europe and the United States of America, 
with the following organizations as conveners: 
Statistical Office of the European Union 
(EUROSTAT) and United Kingdom Overseas 
Development Administration (ODA); United Nations 
Statistical Division (UNSTAT); Statistics Sweden; 
the World Bank and ECA. 

148. During the period, assistance was provided to 
14 African countries in conducting needs assess
ment and strategy development exercises (NASD) in 
order to identify current and future data needs of 
primary users of statistics and map out strategies to 
prioritize and satisfy those needs within available 
resources. 

149. Activities in support of continued collection, 
processing, analysis and dissemination of integrated 
demographic, economic and environment statistics 
emphasized the strengthening of national capacities. 
In this respect, 45 technical advisory missions 
providing on-the-job training were undertaken. 

150. The following reports were produced: 
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(a) A strategy for the implementation of the 
Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical Develop
ment in Africa in the 1 990s; and 

(b) Guidelines for needs assessment and 
strategy development. 

151. The following publications were produced: 

(a) Two issues of African Socio-economic 
Indicators, 1990-1991 and 1992; 

(b) Bibliography of African Statistical 
Publications, 1992-1993; 

(c) African Statistical Yearbook, 1990-
1991, Volume 1, Part 2, West Africa and Volume II, 
Part 3, East and Southern Africa; 

(d) Secteur informel: Amelioration des 
statistiques du secteur informel en Afrique avec un 
accent particulier sur Ia mesure de Ia contribution 
des femmes dans le secteur; 

(e) Quelques considerations sur les con-
cepts, definitions et classification utilises dans les 
recensements de Ia population et les enquetes 
demographiques en Afrique; 

(f) Role of the International Comparison 
Programme (ICP) in strengthening price statistics 
systems of African countries; 

(g) Development· of national statistical 
databases and impact of new technology on statis
tical computing in the African region. 

152. Some research studies were conducted, parti
cularly within the framework of the development of 
intra-African trade. One was on the improvement 
of data collection techniques and estimation. 
Another was on the use and analysis of household 
surveys data conducted with the aim of promoting 
data interpretation and application in general and 
household surveys data in particular. Furthermore, 
draft guidelines on the development of quantitative 
indicato~s for monitoring statistical development 
were produced and disseminated. 

Multidisciplinary Regional Advisory Group 

153. During the period under review, the ECA 
Multidisciplinary Regional Advisory Group (MRAG) 
carried out research and operational activities 
including multidisciplinary advisory . services, 
training, seminars and workshops. The work of the 
Group aimed at enhancing the secretariat's opera
tional activities to meet the challenges of Africa's 
regional policies and strategies with particular 
reference to the establishment of the African 
Economic Community; the transformation of African 
economies; and priority sectors of the Lagos Plan of 
Action. It was within the context of these priority 

areas that MRAG addressed the specific problems 
and activities indicated below. 

154. In the field of economic cooperation and 
integration, MRAG mounted a series of multidis
ciplinary technical advisory teams to member States 
and subregional economic communities focusing on: 

(a) Evaluating and strengthening national 
institutions and ministerial structures established for 
economic cooperation; 

(b) , Establishing economic cooperation and 
integration ministries; 

(c) Providing core competency skills to 
enhance the capacity of staff to enable them to 
implement economic cooperation decisions and acts 
at the national level; 

(d) Rationalizing the multiplicity of IGOs in 
each subregion of Africa so that they can function 
as a single economic community and dynamic unify
ing force to give subregional economic integration 
a clear sense of direction and purpose; 

(e) Reviewing the treaties of the sub-
regional economic community schemes to enable 
them incorporate the substantive sectors reflected 
in the Abuja Treaty; 

(f) Designing priorities of the subregional 
economic communities to dovetail with those of the 
African Economic Community, since the Abuja 
Treaty underscored the importance of the sub
regional economic groupings as building blocks in 
the process for the attainment of the objectives of 
the African Economic Community; 

(g) Assisting in the preparation of the 
various protocols to facilitate implementation of the 
revised treaties of the subregional economic com
munity schemes; and 

(h) Revising treaties to reflect the essential 
elements of a democratic framework in the develop
ment process as ingredients par excellence of sus
tainable development underlined in the African 
Charter for Popular Participation in Development and 
Transformation. 

155. Closely related to this was MRAG's efforts 
towards popularizing the Abuja Treaty and the con
cept of economic cooperation and integration 
through provision of technical assistance to member 
States in establishing parliamentary associations of 
the various economic communities. 

156. Regarding the transformation of African 
economies, advisory services were undertaken on 
macroeconomic and sectoral policies, particularly in 
the preparation, implementation and monitoring of 
development programmes which can lead to the , 

30 ANNUAL REPORT 



realization of the objectives of structural adjust
ment, socio-economic transformation and sustained 
development in Africa. 

157. Attention was also given to the formulation 
and implementation of policies and plans appro
priate for human resources development and utiliza
tion, the integration of the social dimension in 
adjustment and development programmes and man
power and employment planning through series of 
multidisciplinary advisory missions to countries. 

158. In the field of energy and development, 
advisory services concentrated on energy strategy 
in member States; energy projects in relief and 
rehabilitation programmes; sustainable settlement 
and resettlement of refugees and displaced persons; 
planning of energy and other physical infrastructure; 
rehabilitation for sustainable development; feasibility 
of local production of biofuels which supplement 
imported diesel fuel to save foreign exchange while 
creating employment in agriculture and industry; 
and strategy for cooperation in hydro and solar 
energy development. 

159. Training seminars and workshops constituted 
another area of activity during the period. Briefly, 
MRAG advisers served as resource persons by pro
viding technical support to training courses, 
seminars and workshops for improving the perfor
mance of the public sector; privatization and public 
enterprise; public financial management; and streng
thening the capabilities of national and subregional 
training and research institutions. Some training 
programmes focused attention on the formulation of 
genuinely national framework papers for adjustment 
with socio-economic transformation in a multidis
ciplinary context, especially the aspects relating to 
development finance, debt policy, and resource 
flows. Others set out to strengthening the capa
bilities of national and subregional training and 
research institutions in the formulation and 
implementation of appropriate human resources 
development and utilization policies and plans. 

(g) Management of statistical and informa-
tion systems development; 

C. Relations with other United Nations 
proorammes 

161 . During the period under review, the secre
tariat intensified its cooperation with other United 
Nations organizations, bodies and agencies engaged 
in development work in the region. 

162. In the case of FAO, joint actions, including 
programming and implementation of activities in the 
agriculture sector through the Joint ECA/FAO Agri
culture Division, continued to be the primary mode 
of cooperation. FAO provided material and technical 
inputs in the organization of the workshop on public 
sector capacities in project management and 
administration referred to above. It has also 
extended similar assistance in the organization of 
seminars on capacity building in the fisheries sector 
and in the preparation of related documentation. 

163. In keeping with the expectation of the resolu
tion adopting IDDA II which, among other things, 
urged the two organizations to cooperate in the 
implementation of the Decade programme for the 
benefit of the region, ECA and UNIDO jointly 
organized the eleventh meeting of the Conference 
of African Ministers of Industry. 

1 64. ECA also participated in the fifth General 
Conference of UNIDO which endorsed the African 
Common Position adopted by the eleventh meeting 
of the Conference of African Ministers of Industry. 

165. In the field of human settlements, the secre
tariat continued to cooperate with UNCHS (Habitat), 
particularly in the preparatory process for Habitat II 
to articulate experiences, trends, ideas and policies 
as specific inputs of the African region to the Pre
paratory Committee's work. ECA participated in 
the consultative meeting on strategy for effective 
participation of African region in Habitat II 

, preparatory process, in Nairobi on 18 and 19 
160. The Group participated in workshops and November 1993. Jointly with UNCHS (Habitat), 
seminars on: ECA organized the following meetings in Nairobi: 

(a) The implementation of Agenda 21 of 
the United Nations Conference on the Environment 
and Development; 

(b) Management of the environment; 

(c) Sustainable food and agricultural 
production, policy and planning; 

(d) Sustainable energy development in 
Africa in the context of Agenda 21 ; 

(a) High-Level Regional Expert Group 
Meeting on the preparation of Habitat II, 21-25 
February 1994; 

(b) Regional Meeting of Governmental 
Experts on the preparation of Habitat II, 28-29 
March 1994; and 

(c) Ministerial Meeting on establishing an 
African Common Position in preparing the region for 
Habitat II, 30 March 1994. 

. (e) 
in Africa. 

Energy policy planning and environment 1 66. The secretariat also contributed to the pre
paration of the programme of the network of 
African countries on local building materials and 

(f) National accounts organization; technologies during the workshop on the above 
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subject held in Nairobi from 6 to 8 September 
1993. The secretariat presented a paper on shelter 
indicators at the Expert Group Meeting on Urban 
Indicators, organized by UNCHS (Habitat) in Nairobi 
from 1 0 to 14 January 1994. It also participated in 
the first consultation on construction industry, 
organized by UNIDO and UNCHS (Habitat), in Tunis 
from 3 to 7 May 1993. 

167. Collaborative activities with UNESCO included 
ECA' s participation in a symposium on science and 
technology in Africa and a regional meeting on the 
development of the university-industry-science 
partnership programme, organized by UNESCO in 
Nairobi from 14 to 22 February 1994. The secre
tariat contributed to global efforts to evolve 
common strategies in the implementation of chapter 
35 of Agenda 21 dealing with science for sustain
able development through participation in ad hoc 
consultations on science and technology, held under 
the auspices of UNESCO in Paris on 24 and 25 
March 1994. An ad hoc expert group meeting on 
curriculum reform for development and self
confidence building in Africa was held in coopera
tion with UNESCO/BREDA in Addis Ababa from 18 
to 21 October 1993. in information systems 
development, coordination with UNESCO on 
development information and informatics in the 
African region was through ECA's participation at a 
UNESCO meeting of high-level informatics experts 
in Africa and of RINAF in Nairobi from 12 to 16 July 
1993; UNESCO's participation in the ECA com
mittee on coordination; and regular consultations 
with UNESCO on coordination of telematics projects 
in the African region. 

168. The secretariat, through its information 
systems development unit, worked closely with 
WHO on the coordination of health information 
activities in Africa. It also participated in a meeting 
of key players in health information in Africa, 
organized by WHO in New York on 21 April1994. 
In coordinating activities in microeconomic develop
ment issues, the secretariat participated ~n the 
twelfth meeting of the WHO/AFRO on African 
Advisory Committee for Health Development 
{AACHD) and in the forty-second Regional 
Committee on Health which reviewed issues of 
health policy and development. 

169. Collaboration with IMO, ICAO, ITU and UPU 
was intensified on the implementation of the 
programme of the second Transport and Communi
cations Decade in Africa. 

170. In line with the System-wide Medium-term 
Plan for the advancement of women, the African 
Centre for Women continued to develop close work
ing relationship with other United Nations agencies, 
especially with regard to the preparatory activities 
towards the fourth World Conference on Women. 
In this connection, an Inter-Agency Task Force 
composed of UNIFEM, UNDP, UNICEF, ADB, OAU 

and FEMNET, the convener of the African NGO 
Forum, has been constituted to coordinate and 
harmonize activities related to the preparations of 
the Africa region for the World Conference on 
Women. In addition, the Centre took part in the 
annual sessions of the Commission on the Status of 
Women and of the Board of Trustees of the Interna
tional Research and Training Institute for the 
Advancement of Women (INSTRAW). 

171. Collaboration with UNCTAD concerned trade 
and development, in particular the Uruguay Round 
of Multilateral Trade Negotiations. It also parti
cipated in the second session of UNCTAD Inter
governmental Group of Experts on Iron Ore, in 
October 1993. 

172. The secretariat also worked with other units 
of the United Nations on the coordination of various 
development issues; global and regional specifics. 
These included: 

(a) Coordination of population information 
in Africa with the Population Division of the United 
Nations; 

(b) Attendance at the United Natio:1s Inter-
Agency meeting and contribution of inputs to the 
Secretary-General's Report on coordination of outer 
space activities within the United Nations system; 

(c) Organized jointly with the Economic 
Development Institute (EDI/World Bank) a seminar 
on energy policy and planning and the environment, 
in Abidjan from 20 to 29 October 1993; 

(d) Participation in the UNDP/International 
Ocean Institute meeting on training in coastal zone 
management; 

(e) Participation in the global conference on 
training in coastal zone management, held in 
Sardinia in June 1 993 organized by the Division of 
Ocean Affairs of the United Nations Department of 
Legal Affairs, in collaboration with the United 
Nations University; 

(f) Participation in the twelfth session of 
the Preparatory Commission for International Sea
bed Authority; 

(g) Regular consultation with UNEP on the 
implementation of the System-wide Medium-term 
Environment Programme (SWMTEP); 

(h) Participation in the African Regional 
Preparatory Meeting for the ninth United Nations 
Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treat
ment of Offenders; 

(i) Collaboration with the Population Divi-
sion at United Nations Headquarters and UNFPA in 
the following meetings: 
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(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

Round-table on population and 
development, in Bangkok; 

Preparatory committee meetings 
for the 1994 International Con
ference on Population and 
Development; 

Twenty-seventh session of the 
Population Commission; 

(iv) Inter-Agency Task Force on the 
country support teams; 

(j) Collaboration with ILO on human 
resources development, planning and utilization 
issues; and 

(k) Participation in the United Nations 
Statistical Commission and the ACC Sub-committee 
on statistical and information activities. 
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CHAPTER Ill 

TWENTY -NINTH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION AND 
TWENTIETH MEETING OF THE CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS 

A. Attendance and organization of work 

173. The twenty-ninth session of the Commis
sion/twentieth meeting of the Conference of 
Ministers responsible for economic and social 
development and planning was held in Addis Ababa, 
from 2 to 5 May 1994. The meeting was formally 
opened by H.E. Ato Meles Zenawi, President of the 
Transitional Government of Ethiopia. The 
Secretary-General of the United Nations sent a 
message which was read to the Conference. A 
message from the current Chairman of the Organi
zation of African Unity was read to the Conference 
by a special envoy. H.E. Alhaji Sir Dawda Kairaba 
Jawara, President of the Republic of the Gambia, 
delivered a keynote address to mark the thirty-fifth 
anniversary of the United Nations Economic Com
mission for Africa. Statements were delivered at 
the opening ceremony by Mr. Layashi Yaker, United 
Nations Under-Secretary-General and Executive 
Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa; 
Mr. Salim Ahmed Salim, Secretary-General of the 
Organization of African Unity; Mr. Jean-Claude 
Milleron, United Nations Under-Secretary-General, 
Department of Economic and Social Information and 
Policy Analysis; and Ms. Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, 
UNDP Assistant Administrator and Director of the 
Regional Bureau for Africa. Ambassador Paul Marc
Henry and Ambassador Yaw Turkson also delivered 
statements as special guests. Mr. Augustin Frederic 
Kodock, Minister of State for Planning and Terri
torial Development of Cameroon, the outgoing 
Chairman of the twenty-eighth session of the 
Commission, read out a statement. H.E. Mr. Jack 
Tumwa, Ambassador of Kenya, moved a vote of 
thanks on behalf of participants. 

174. The meeting was attended by representatives 
of the following member States of the Commission: 
Algeria, Angola, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, 
the Central African Republic, Chad, the Congo, COte 
d'lvoire, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, 
Ethiopia, Gabon, the Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, 
Kenya, Liberia, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Namibia, the Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, the Sudan, Swaziland, Uganda, the 
United Republic of Tanzania, Tunisia, Zaire, Zambia 
and Zimbabwe. 

175. Observers from the following Member States 
of the United Nations were present: Belgium, 
Canada, China, Cuba, Democratic People's Republic 
of Korea, France, Germany, Greece, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Israel, Italy, Japan, Norway, 
Republic of Korea, Romania, the Russian Federation, 
Spain, Sweden, United States of America and the 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. 

176. The Holy See and Palestine, not Members of 
the United Nations, were also represented as 
observers. The African National Congress (ANC) 
participated as an observer. 

1 77. The following United Nations bodies and 
specialized agencies were represented: Department 
of Economic and Social Information and Policy 
Analysis, Department of Policy Coordination and 
Sustainable Development, Regional Commissions 
New York Office (RCNYO), United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF). United Nations Develop
ment Programme (UNDP), United Nations Sudano
Sahelian Office (UNSO), United Nations Environ
ment Programme (UNEP), United Nations Population 
Fund (UNFPA), United Nations Institute for Training 
and Research (UNITAR), United Nations University 
(UNU), Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific (ESCAP), United Nations Centre for 
Human Settlements (Habitat), Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), 
International Trade Centre (UNCTAD/GATT), World 
Food Programme (WFP), International Labour 
Organisation (ILO). Food and Agriculture Organiza
tion of the United Nations (FAO), United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO), World Health Organization (WHO), 
World Bank, International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and 
World Meteorological Organization (WMO). 

178. The Organization of African Unity (OAU) and 
the African Development Bank (ADB) were repre
sented. 

1 79. Observers were present from the following 
intergovernmental organizations: African 
Association for Public Administration and 
Management (AAPAM), African, Caribbean and 
Pacific Group (ACP), African Centre for Applied 
Research and Training in Social Development 
(ACARTSOD), African Centre of Meteorological 
Applications for Development (ACMAD), African 
Institute for Economic Development and Planning 
(IDEP), African Regional Centre for Engineering, 
Design and Manufacturing (ARCEDEM), African 
Regional Organization for Standardization (ARSO), 
Arab Maghreb Union (AMU), Arab Organization for 
Agricultural Development (AOAD), Association of 
African Trade Promotion Organizations (AATPO), 
Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS), Environmental Development Action in 
the Third World (ENDA), the Hunger Project, lnstitut 
de formation et de recherche demographiques 
(I FORD), Inter-Africa Group (lAG), Intergovernmental 
Authority on Drought and Development (IGADD), 
International Centre for Insect Physiology and 
Ecology (ICIPE), International Confederation of Free 
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Trade Unions (ICFTU), International Development 
Research Centre (IDRC), International Livestock 
Centre for Africa {ILCA), Permanent Inter-State 
Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel {CILSS), 
Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern 
African States {PTA), Regional Centre for Training 
in Aerospace Surveys {RECTAS), Regional Institute 
for Population Studies {RIPS), Research and 
Development Forum for Science-Led Development 
in Africa {RANDFORUM) and Southern Africa 
Development Community {SADC), 

180. The Conference elected the following officers: 

Chairman: Tunisia 
Nigeria 
Zambia 
Gabon 

First Vice-Chairman: 
Second Vice-Chairman: 
Rapporteur: 

B. Agenda 

181. On 2 May 1994, the Conference adopted the 
following agenda: 

Conference theme: 
ECA at 35; Building critical capacities 

in Africa for accelerated growth 
and sustainable development 

1. Opening of the meeting. 

2. One minute of silent prayer or medita
tion. The Conference observed a 
moment of silence to honour the 
memory of the late Mr. Robert K.A. 
Gardiner, Executive Secretary of ECA 
{1963-1975) who passed away 
recently. 

3. Election of officers. 

4. 

5. 

6, 

Adoption of the agenda and organi
zation of work. 

General debate on: 

{a) ECA at 35; 

{b) Perspectives of Africa's socio
economic development; 

{c) Building critical capacities in 
Africa for accelerated growth 
and sustainable development. 

Consideration of the report and recom
mendations of the fifteenth meeting of 
the Technical Preparatory Committee of 
the Whole on: 

{a) Economic report on Africa 1994; 

{b) Report on the implementation of 
the United Nations New Agenda 

for the Development of Africa in 
the 1990s (UN-NADAF); 

(c) Biennial report of the Executive 
Secretary on the work of the 
Commission, 1992-1993; 

(d) Building critical capacities in 
Africa for accelerated growth 
and sustainable development; 

(e) Regional and global cooperation 
for development in Africa; 

{f) Statutory issues: 

(i) Staff and administrative 
questions; 

(ii) Issues from the subsidiary 
organs and sectoral bodies 
of the Commission calling 
for action by the Con
ference of Ministers; 

(g) Programme of work and priorities 
of the Commission. 

7. Any other business. 

8. 

9. 

Date and venue and other matters 
related to the thirtieth session of the 
Commission/twenty-first meeting ofthe 
Conference of Ministers. 

Consideration and adoption of the 
report and resolutions of the meeting. 

10. Closure of the meeting. 

C. Account of proceedings 

Opening addresses 

182. In his opening statement, His Excellency Ato 
Metes Zenawi, President of the Transitional Govern
ment of Ethiopia welcomed H.E. Alhaji Sir Dawda 
Kairaba Jawara, President of the Republic of the 
Gambia to Addis Ababa. He thanked him for 
accepting to grace the twentieth meeting of the 
Conference of Ministers responsible for economic 
and social development which coincided with the 
thirty-fifth anniversary of the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Africa by his presence. 

183. The President remarked that this was a fitting 
occasion to take stock of both the achievements 
and failures of ECA. ECA's assistance in the estab
lishment of numerous regional and subregional 
economic development institutions and the con
tinued working relations between it and these 
organizations had been a valuable contribution to 
the continent's economic development. However, 
creating institutions was not an end in itself. The 
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yardstick for assessing the efficacy of institutions 
was their functional effectiveness and the degree to 
which they attained the goals for which they had 
been created. From the point of view of the tragic 
state of Africa's economic and social conditions, 
neither the economic institutions nor the policies 
and strategies that had been articulated so far had 
been effective, he observed. 

184. The President recalled that the current session 
of ministers was taking place in the context of 
absolutely dire conditions in Africa, not only in the 
economic area but also in the political, social and 
cultural areas, as well as in the psychological 
domain. Economic malaise and social decay had 
created senseless violence, resulting in the total 
collapse of the State and the loss of a sense of 
human decency in some countries. Referring to the 
impact of the unfavourable international economic 
environment in which African economies operated, 
he said that in the 1990s, Africa finds itself in 
economic and social conditions far worse than 
those it faced 20 or 30 years ago. The standard 
prescriptions proposed for, and sometimes imposed 
on, Africa to redress its problems had denied it the 
flexibility necessary for tackling difficulties, thereby 
exacerbating its economic and social plight. 

1 85. The President noted that the international 
community had continued to respond to humani
tarian tragedies in Africa which were the con
sequence of failed States. He observed, however, 
that coming to assist Africa after the damage had 
already been done and societies had fallen apart 
was much more costly both in financial and human 
terms. Instead, it was far better for the interna
tional community to invest in African economies to 
make them more viable. He added that in spite of 
the unhelpful international economic relations, 
Africans themselves were responsible for improving 
the economic and social conditions in which they 
found themselves. 

186. Institutions such as ECA, established to assist 
African countries in their efforts towards economic 
development, had served them well in the past, arti
culating strategies for viable economic development 
and providing the countries with a forum for co
ordinating their policies. African countries, how
ever, had not made optimal use of these institu
tions. Thus, it was necessary to focus on their 
functional effectiveness for economic development 
when assessing their usefulness. 

187. In concluding, the President called upon the 
Conference to focus on the concrete needs of the 
African people in its deliberations and come up with 
practical suggestions and proposals to address 
them. 

188. In a message read on his behalf, Mr. Boutros 
Boutros Ghali, Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, stated that the theme of this year's meet
ing, namely "Building critical capacities in Africa for 

accelerated growth and development", was timely 
and appropriate. He observed that without the 
human and institutional capacities needed to 
support development, progress would be impossible 
to achieve and sustain. He observed that develop
ment had come to be understood as having many 
dimensions. Each dimension was inseparably linked 
to every other. Without peace, human energies 
could not be employed productively over time. 
Without economic growth, there would be a lack of 
resources to apply to problems. Without a healthy 
environment, productivity levels would be unsus
tainable. Without societal justice, inequalities would 
consume the best efforts at positive change. With
out political participation in freedom, people would 
have no voice in shaping their individual and 
common destiny. 

189. The Secretary-General pointed out that 
enhancing the capacity of populations to meet the 
difficult challenge of development was vital. 
Strengthening the capacity of national institutions 
and infrastructures was similarly vital to develop
ment. Because governments had crucial develop
ment responsibilities, governance and leadership 
were of central importance. Governance and 
leadership responsibilities included, among others, 
investing in infrastructure, facilitating the 
development of productive sectors, providing an 
environment for the promotion of private enterprise, 
ensuring proper social safety nets, and protecting 
the environment. 

190. He observed that the United Nations offered 
Member States an unparalleled body of knowledge, 
expertise and goodwill. The regional commissions 
were at the heart of the Organization's effort to 
meet the challenge of development. Finally, he 
expressed the wish that the Conference's delibera
tions would inform and inspire a continent poised on 
the edge of greater progress. 

191. The message of H.E. President Mohammed 
Housny Mubarak of Egypt and Current Chairman of 
OAU was delivered by his special envoy Mr. Ibrahim 
Fawzy, Minister of Industry of the Republic of 
Egypt. In the President's message, he congratu
lated ECA on its thirty-fifth anniversary. He said 
that ECA's activities in the social and economic 
fields had been laudable. He however called for a 
review of the terms of reference of the Commission 
in order to endow it with resources that would 
enable it to play the new role of facing up to the 
challenges of the 1 990s, such as the proliferation of 
political and ethnic conflicts and the need for a far
reaching socio-economic transformation. 

192. The President urged participants in the 
twentieth meeting of the Conference of Ministers to 
pay particular attention to changes taking place at 
the national, regional and international levels. He 
said that the developments in Southern Africa lead
ing up to the independence of Namibia and the dis
mantling of apartheid clearly illustrated that point. 
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In the same vein, President Mubarak linked the on
going democratic processes in the region with the 
new concepts of development focused on building 
human-centred infrastructural and institutional 
capacities. 

193. The President noted that the entry into force 
of the Treaty establishing the African Economic 
Community following its ratification by the required 
number of member States owed much to regional 
institutions such as ECA, OAU and ADB, and 
demonstrated that Africans could solve their own 
problems. This was strengthened by the OAU's 
conflict resolution and preventiOn mechanisms 
which were expected to contribute to ensuring 
peace, security and stability which were pre
conditions for socio-economic development on the 
continent. 

194. In concluding his message, President Mubarak 
emphasized the need to reduce Africa's technolo
gical backwardness, otherwise the continent would 
be further marginalized in our contemporary world. 

195. H.E. Alhaji Sir Dawda Kairaba Jawara, Presi
dent of the Republic of the Gambia, delivered the 
keynote address to the Conference. In his address, 
he expressed his gratitude to the United Nations 
Economic Commiss1on for Africa for having been 
invited to participate in the commemorative events 
marking the thirty-fifth anniversary of the Com
mission. He expressed appreciation to H.E. Ato 
Meles Zenawi. President of the Transitional Govern
ment of Ethiopia and Chairman of the Council of 
Representatives. and the Government and people of 
Ethiop1a, and to Mr. Layashi Yaker, United Nations 
Under- Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of 
ECA, for the warm welcome accorded to him and 
his delegation since their arriva! in the historic city 
of Addis Ababa. 

196. The President said that since the indepen
dence of the Gambia and accession to membership 
of ECA in 1965, his country had enjoyed a reward
ing relationship with ECA. The occasion of the 
thirty-fifth anniversary offered an excellent 
opportunity to reflect on the role of the Commission 
and its mission in the socio-economic development 
and transformation of Africa. He briefly assessed 
the role of the Commission from the perspective of 
its historical evolution. In his view, ECA had passed 
through three distinct historical phases and was 
presently in the fourth. The first phase, covering 
the period 1958-19G2, were the formative years 
during which the Commission assisted member 
States mainly to build their national institutional 
capactties for mana1Jing national development. The 
second phase of ECA spanning the period from 
1963-1979 saw t1"1e Commission devote great 
emphasis towards supporting member States in 
building subregional and regional institutions. The 
thtrd phase covered the period from 1980-1989, 
when the Commission focused its attention on 
articulating strategies for socio-economic develop-

ment in Africa. While the 1980s were considered a 
"lost decade" for Africa, this was not because of 
lack of policies and strategies, the articulation of 
which the Commission was actively engaged in at 
ali stages. He referred to the adoption, in 1986, by 
Atncan Heads of State and Government of the OAU 
of Africa's Priority Programme for Economic 
Recovery (APPER) and to the United Nations Pro
gramme of Action for African Economic Recovery 
and Development (UN-PAAERD), as a framework for 
addressing Africa's development challenges. In 
ECA's current phase beginning around 1990, the 
convening of the Conference on Popular Participa
tion and Deveiopment was a timely response to the 
many new and emerging challenges facing Africa, 
mdicatmg the Commission's early recognition of the 
link between polittcal liberalization, accountability 
and economic development. 

197. The President noted however that, in spite ot 
the renewed political will to achieve economic 
growth, African economic performance remained 
weak, mainly because of lack of leadership and 
commitment. structural deficiencies. global 
economic recession, mounting debt, falling com
modity prices, deterioration of terms of trade and 
decline in official development assistance in real 
terms. With the advent of economic restructuring 
in Africa, it was generally recognized that the role 
of government and the private sector had to be 
redefined, with government having the role of 
creating an enabling environment for the private 
sector to spearhead economic transformation. 

198. The President discussed the experience of the 
Gambia in the implementation of structural adjust
ment programmes (SAPs) in agreement with the 
Bretton Woods institutions. He said that the 
Gambia's adjustment programme sought to enhance 
resource mobilization and improve resource alloca
tion. In this respect, a comprehensive strategy for 
poverty alleviation along with participatory involve
ment in the development process had been formu
lated and was applauded at a recently concluded 
Donors' Roundtable Conference for the Gambia held 
in Geneva. He asserted, however. that the relative 
success of the Gambia's experience in structural 
adjustment did not unfortunately hold true for most 
African countries. In view of the mixed results 
achieved by African countries under the orthodox 
SAPs, in 1988, ECA undertook the initiative to 
search for an African Alternative Framework to 
Structural Adjustment Programmes (AAF-SAPs) that 
would address both adjustment and transformation 
problems of the African economies. The President 
cautioned, however, that neither orthodox SAPs nor 
the alternative framework would succeed if the debt 
problem was not adequately tackled. He reiterated 
that foremost among the obstacles to the resump
tion of growth in Africa was the unsustainable 
burden of external debt. He therefore stressed the 
need for development partners to adopt a more 
realistic approach to the debt crisis, in addition to 
the efforts of African countries themselves. 

38 ANNUAL REPORT 



1 99. With respect to multilateral trade, the 
President pointed out that the issue was equally 
important for Africa's economic recovery and trans
formation. In particular, he referred to the recently 
concluded Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade 
Negotiations and its impact on the African 
economies. He expressed the hope that ECA would 
bring its vast professional experience and resources 
in efforts aimed at addressing this challenge, and 
assisting member States to respond to develop
ments in international trade that the Round entailed. 

200. Turning to the theme of the Conference, 
"Building critical capacities in Africa for accelerated 
growth and sustainable development", the President 
elaborated on the importance of capacity building 
and utilization in solving Africa's economic crisis 
and putting the continent on the path to sustainable 
development and growth. He emphasized the need 
for measures to be put in place to develop critical 
human skills in African countries. Moreover, these 
measures should be supplemented by the creation 
of institutional and adequate infrastructural capa
cities to support development programmes and pro
jects. He further observed that leadership and 
direction constitute the catalysts to give a push to 
the measures outlined above. He furthermore 
stated that capacity building and popular partici
pation in development were inseparable; therefore 
African countries, in collaboration with their 
development partners, should endeavour to address 
socio-economic problems with the issue of popular 
participation at the centre of development stra
tegies. 

201. The President reiterated the importance of the 
role of ECA in Africa's socio-economic develop
ment. He noted that the Commission's responsibi
lities today were more challenging and complex 
compared to the past. He expressed the view that 
the occasion of the thirty-fifth anniversary offered 
an excellent opportunity to reflect on the role of the 
Commission in the socio-economic development of 
Africa, as well as redefine and re-emphasize the 
importance of the relationships between the Com
mission and the African countries, particularly in the 
mobilization of resources for the continent. He 
stressed that Africa should forge partnerships in 
international development as laid down in the Abuja 
Treaty for regional cooperation. He noted that the 
entry of South Africa in the international community 
would be a major event, particularly with regard to 
socio-economic and political development of the 
region. 

202. Referring to the emergence of a new interna
tional order that put emphasis on regional economic 
blocs, the President stressed that Africa must be 
accorded greater priority in the international agenda. 
He underlined that the Joint ECA/OAU/ADB Secre
tariat should be further strengthened to rise to the 
challenge of promoting Africa's economic integra
tion. The President observed that Africa's poor 
economic performance, coupled with the conflicts 

and natural disasters in various countries, had given 
rise to all kinds of bleak prognoses about the future 
of the continent. He expressed confidence, how
ever, that Africa's problems were not insurmount
able, provided the courage, commitment and capa
city to tackle them existed. 

203. The President wished the Commission every 
success and declared the twenty-ninth session of 
the Commission/twentieth meeting of the Con
ference of Ministers responsible for economic and 
social development and planning officially open. 

204. H.E. Mr. Jack Tumwa, Ambassador of Kenya, 
moved a vote of thanks on behalf of all the parti
cipants to H.E. Ato Meles Zenawi, President of the 
Transitional Government of Ethiopia, for having 
found time to open the twentieth meeting of the 
Conference of Ministers and for his enlightening 
speech. He expressed gratitude to the people and 
the Government of Ethiopia for the hospitality 
accorded to participants since their arrival in Addis 
Ababa. He also expressed the participants' appre
ciation to H.E. Alhaji Sir Dawda Kairaba Jawara, 
President of the Republic of the Gambia, to have 
come all the way to grace this session not only by 
his personal presence but also by his brilliant 
keynote statement. 

205. Mr. Tumwa further expressed, on behalf of 
the participants, the common grief at the passing 
away of Mr. Robert Gardiner, former Executive 
Secretary of ECA, who contributed tremendously to 
the cause of Africa during his stewardship of the 
Commission. 

206. Mr. Tumwa concluded his motion by express
ing gratitude to the two Heads of State and 
Government for their inspiring statements. He 
additionally congratulated the Executive Secretary 
of ECA and his entire staff for the arrangements 
made for the thirty-fifth anniversary celebrations of 
the Commission and the excellent documentation 
put at the disposal of the Conference. 

207. Mr. Layashi Yaker, Executive Secretary of the 
Economic Commission for Africa expressed appre
ciation on behalf of the Commission to H.E. Ato 
Meles Zenawi, President of the Transitional 
Government of Ethiopia and to H.E. President Alhaji 
Sir Dawda Kairaba Jawara, for having found time to 
address ECA' s thirty-fifth anniversary Conference of 
Ministers. He paid homage to the late Mr. Robert 
Kweku Atta Gardiner, second Executive Secretary 
of the Commission who had served from 1 963-
1975 and who had passed away on 13 April 1994 
in Accra, Ghana. 

208. Addressing the Conference theme, "Building 
critical capacities in Africa for accelerated growth 
and sustainable development", the Executive Secre
tary called for human capacities to be built where 
they do not exist and to be fully utilized where they 
do. Likewise, the institutions which made and 
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implemented strategic policy decisions that 
influenced the allocation of resources needed to be 
created or strengthened. To increase economic 
opportunities through sustainable exploitation of 
land and natural resources with a view to reducing 
poverty, efficient regional infrastructures were 
needed to achieve the integration of national 
markets, create economies of scale and attain a 
competitive edge in global trade. All this had to be 
done simultaneously and across carefully selected 
priority areas 1f the continent was to be launched on 
the path of accelerated growth and sustainable 
development. 

209. The Executive Secretary pointed out that the 
gravity of Africa's continuing econom1c crisis and 
the un1queness of 1ts problems contrasted sharply 
with the performance of the developing countries as 
a group whose output grew by an impressive 6 per 
cent in 1993. Africa's weak economic performance 
in the face of rapid population growth has been 
translated directly •nto unbearable pressures on 
existing social and physical infrastructures and the 
growing inability to meet other basic needs. More
over, the prospects for economic recovery m the 
near term were not very bright. 

21 0. The Executive Secretary noted that in the 
past, efforts had concentrated on structural adjust
ment programmes to improve the macroeconomic 
policy framework, re-align relative prices and reduce 
distort,ons, liberalize markets and encourage the 
pnvate sector. However, the relentless decline of 
per cap1ta income in no less than 30 member States 
cried out for a major stimulus to "kick-start" the 
long-awaited economic recovery. He stressed that 
African countries wt3re undergoing transitions from 
war to peace; from unaccountable governance to 
democracy and respect for human rights; from cen
tralized economic management to competit1ve 
marker economies; and from modes of production 
that destroyed fragile ecosystems to sustainable 
development. 

2 11 . Capacity building was to be seen in the 
conte:xt of these transitions. The Executive Secre
tary cautioned Africans and their external partners 
against regarding Africa's transitions as cost-free. 
He discussed the fmdings of a recent simulation 
study by ECA to estimate the order of magnitude of 
domestic and exte'nal financial requirements to 
sustain capacity building in its present member 
States Over the 1 0-year period 1995-2005, gross 
domestic investment in the Commiss1on's 52 
member States to sustain the projected average 
annual growth rate of 6 per cent would need to 
amount to about US$1 ,674 billion. Almost 75 per 
cent of this capita! investment would have to come 
from domestic sources. The balance of the 
resour,;::es, amounting to about $434 billion. would 
have ro be forthcommg from external sources, if 
capacity building was to take place at all, especially 
in the areas of phys•cal infrastructures and produc
tion plant. 

212. Furthermore, a huge amount of resources 
amounting to about $435 billion would be required 
over the period 1995 to 2005 to service Africa's 
external debt. The Executive Secretary noted that 
this was roughly equal to the volume of external 
resources needed to cover Africa's investment 
minus the domestic savings gap. Th1s indicated 
that more needed to be done by African countries' 
partners to reduce their bilateral debt stock, through 
a generous and early application of the Trinidad 
Terms. As for multilateral debt, innovative and 
flexible solutions were needed to ease the burden of 
this category while maintaining African countries' 
access to multilateral finance flows. For countries 
like Algeria. Cote d'lvoire and Nigeria, with heavy 
exposure to private debt obligations, initiatives such 
as those implemented for Mexico should be worked 
out to reduce African countries' debt stock and 
debt-servicing burden and commit new badly 
needed resources to stimulate recovery. 

213. The Executive Secretary observed that sub
stantial net external financial transfers to Africa 
would be required to sustain growth through capa
city building. Th1s meant that greater moral and 
material support needed to be extended to Africa by 
the external bilateral and multilateral partners over 
a period of two to three decades when the African 
countries would be strengthening their capacities to 
participate more fully in the competitive global 
economy. African countries, on their part, needed 
to do their utmost to target and attract flight capital 
back to Africa, foreign direct investment and port
folio flows, long-term bank lending and other private 
flows and short-term lines of credit. It was also 
necessary to forge strong South-South official and 
private sector economic relations while working 
hard to expand the traditional North-South relations. 
It was very important for African countries to 
strengthen their institutional capacities for the 
management of external resource flows and all 
identifiable risks attached to them. 

214. Concluding, the Executive Secretary stressed 
that the vision of a dynamic, prosperous and peace
ful Africa could not be dismissed out of hand. This 
was the lesson to be learned from the experience of 
the people of South Africa, whose sheer physical 
endurance and stubborn hope was symbolized in 
President-elect, Nelson Mandela, who was due to 
become his country's first democratically elected 
leader after serving 27 years of a life sentence for 
his struggle against apartheid. He expressed 
happiness that the Republic of South Africa was 
due to return to the fold of African nations. He 
declared that the Joint OAU/ECA/ADB Secretariat 
saw the arrival of the new South Africa as the end 
of the era of Africa's political liberation and the 
beginning of the era of economic and social 
liberation from poverty to sustained growth and 
prosperity. This was the vision of Africa for wh1ch 
ECA was prepared to work. 
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215. The Secretary-General of the Organization of 
African Unity (OAUI, Mr. Salim Ahmed Salim, 
reminded the participants that during its 35 years of 
service to Africa, under the leadership of dis
tinguished sons of this continent, the Economic 
Commission for Africa endeavoured to provide 
assistance and support to African countries in their 
efforts towards economic and social development. 
He paid tribute to Mr. Robert Gardiner, former 
Executive Secretary of ECA, an illustrious son of 
Africa, who passed away a few days before. Mr. 
Gardiner led ECA in its formative years and provided 
it with a vision and determination to pursue its 
objectives. Africa owed a debt of gratitude to him 
for his indefatigable efforts in defending the cause 
of the continent. He pointed out that as ECA cele
brated its thirty-fifth anniversary, there were 
important developments taking place in the con
tinent, some of them were positive and many were 
a cause of concern. On the positive side, he 
pointed out the ongoing developments in the new 
South Africa which was emerging after a long and 
difficult struggle, as the result of the struggle and 
sacrifices of the- oppressed people of that part of 
the continent and the active support of Africa as a 
whole and the international community. 

216. The rest of Africa, the Secretary-General said, 
was now looking forward to the establishment of a 
democratic government and the emergence of a 
united, non-racial and democratic South Africa 
which would soon take its rightful place in the 
African family of nations and in the international 
community. Africa was also confident that the new 
South Africa would constitute an important asset 
for the continent in its efforts towards develop
ment. It was also Africa's confident hope that 
South Africa which had been for so long a source of 
destabilization, would henceforth be an important 
factor of peace, stability and security in the 
continent. 

21 7. Africa was also encouraged by the steady 
progress in the process of peaceful transition 
towards further democratization and popular parti
cipation in the continent. There was also the 
increasing awareness in the countries of the need to 
protect and promote human rights as well as the 
encouraging positive steps taken by member States 
in that direction. Africa still had a long way to go 
considering the enormity of the task ahead, 
However, it should be recognized that serious 
efforts were being made by African countries in the 
right direction in the spirit of solidarity and 
reconciliation. It was this spirit which guided the 
Heads of State and Government when they decided 
in Cairo, last year, to address decisively the 
complex issue of conflicts in the continent and to 
establish a Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, 
Management and Resolution. By establishing this 
Mechanism, African leaders endowed the con
tinental organization with an instrument for peace 
and demonstrated Africa's new resolve to assume 
its primary responsibility in efforts aimed at putting 

an end to conflicts in Africa. In order to assist OAU 
to confront the challenges of cc;mflict, African 
leaders had also established the OAU Peace Fund. 
It was his hope that this Fund, which was already 
operative, would have the full support not only of 
African States and the international community but 
also the support of ordinary Africans and men and 
women of goodwill the world over. 

218. The Secretary-General pointed out that the 
signing of the Treaty establishing the African 
Economic Community in Abuja in June 1991. was 
yet another positive step in Africa's quest for 
ec~::momic development, cooperation and integration. 
He took the opportunity to inform the Conference 
that the required number of ratifications by member 
States · had been attained last month with the 
deposition of the thirty-fifth instrument of 
ratification. The Treaty would enter into force 
within the next few days, thus paving the way for 
its implementation. That would require the full 
mobilization and commitment of the OAU Secre
tariat in collaboration with its partners of the Joint 
Secretariat, namely ECA and ADB. It would also 
require, in particular, close cooperation between 
OAU and the regional economic communities which 
constitute the pillars on which the African Economic 
Community would be built. 

219. The Secretary-General reiterated that interna
tional political and economic relations had under
gone serious and profound changes in the past few 
years. The world was now a unipolar world with a 
single political and economic ideology. The pro
tagonists of that new ideology were determined to 
shape the world in their image. Unfortunately, 
Africa did not figure prominently on their agenda. 
That was clearly demonstrated in the onward
looking policies of these countries, their con
centration on the establishment and strengthening 
of their economic groupings, their action as 
developed countries to take decisions affecting the 
whole world economy. They were doing that in 
their perceived self-interest and they could not be 
blamed for that. Africa continued to lament the 
lack of international understanding and cooperation. 
It was high time it was realized that Africa had to 
fend for itself if it was to be relevant in the new 
world order based on competition. 

220. It was important to stress that the Treaty was 
not an exclusive affair of the OAU Secretariat or the 
Joint OAU/ECA/ADB Secretariat or the African 
Governments who signed and ratified it. It was an 
affair of the African peoples themselves. It was 
therefore imperative that every government take all 
necessary measures to involve all segments of the 
society in the Community affairs through populari
zation, information and mobilization so that this 
formidable African challenge could be met. 

221 . The Secretary-General pointed out that the 
current economic situation of the continent was a 
cause of great concern. SAPs, the crushing burden 
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of the debt, the collapse of commodity prices and 
the African economies had rendered African people 
poorer in terms of per capital income and quality of 
life than they were after the first decade of inde
pendence; health, education, infrastructure and in 
production, capacity have been eroded. African 
leaders should stop and ask themselves why this · 
paradox of abject poverty in the midst of all these 
riches. African leaders had a responsibility to 
themselves and future generations of Africans to 
resolve this paradox and release the creative 
energies of its people to contribute fully to their 
own development and well-being. Top priority 
should be given in this process to food security so 
as not to continue to rely on food aid and food 
imports which are consuming a large part of meagre 
export earnings. No country could consider itself 
free until it had the wherewithal to provide the basic 
needs of its people. 

222. In conclusion, the Secretary-General invited 
participants to make this session a turning point 
where Africa moved from the domain of words to 
that of action. It was his ardent hope that member 
States would translate their commitments in this 
Conference and in the Abuja Treaty into concrete 
national priorities and programmes for the trans
formation of their countries and Africa as a whole. 

223. In his statement, Mr. Jean-Claude Milleron, 
United Nations Under-Secretary-General, Depart
ment for Economic and Social Information and 
Policy Analysis (DESIPA), reported that DESIPA was 
established to serve as a global think-tank in the 
economic and social fields and to undertake acti
vities for economic and social development. With 
regard to policy analysis, the units within the 
Department had conducted macroeconomic analysis 
and projections for long-term planning. The work 
carried out on Africa was done in close colla
boration with ECA. 

224. The Under-Secretary-General pointed out that 
we lived in a paradoxical world, when the hopes of 
the post-cold war era were juxtaposed with the 
despair of fratricidal wars, deepening poverty and 
marginalization, particularly in Africa. The SAPs 
that African countries had embarked on had 
achieved only modest results. Even in those cases 
where performance had been encouraging, the 
social and economic costs had been high. He 
expressed his belief that there was hope for Africa. 
Africa had great resources and great culture. In the 
past, Africa had produced leaders that won its poli
tical independence. Democracy was embodied in its 
history. These factors offered hope for Africa's 
future. 

225. The Under-Secretary-General noted that while 
Africa must assume responsibility for its economic 
recovery, it was equally imperative that the world 
community continued to recognize that many 
African countries required substantial catalytic 
support to enable them to achieve self-sustained 

growth. It was also essential that Africa's debt 
issue be considered together with the issue of finan
cial resources necessary for Africa's economic 
recovery and development. The Secretary-General 
had asked the Panel of High-Level Personalities on 
African Development to advise him on concrete 
measures to enhance African development, for inno
vative approaches for dealing with Africa's 
indebtedness. He said that priority should be given 
by Africa's development partners to assisting 
African countries trying to expand and diversify 
exports. He reported that the Secretary-General 
accorded great importance to the creation of an 
African commodity diversification fund to be located 
in ADB that would promote diversification of pro
duction and new marketing opportunities. 

226. The Under-Secretary-General underlined that 
Africa should be able to mobilize more domestic 
resources to finance investments and development 
by encouraging private sector development. 
Measures to be taken should include reforms of the 
financial sector in order to improve the efficiency of 
intermediation and the allocation of investments. 
Africa would continue to obtain foreign resources if 
it demonstrated to the world community its own 
vigorous determination to mobilize its own sizeable 
resources in an efficient and effective manner. He 
reported that his Department had recently launched 
a project on a United Nations economic and social 
information system and called for closer coopera
tion with the regional commissions. The United 
Nations Statistical Commission was also involved in 
global statistical development on topics such as the 
measurement of poverty and the informal economy. 
He commended ECA's initiative to develop, jointly 
with its member States, a Pan-African Development 
Information System (PADIS). 

227. In her statement, the Assistant Administrator 
and Director of the UNDP Regional Bureau for 
Africa, Ms. Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, congratulated the 
staff of ECA on the occasion of the thirty-fifth 
anniversary for their dedication and commitment to 
the cause of African development. She expressed 
the confidence that with a collective resolve to 
meet those challenges, African development 
ultimately would succeed. She emphasized that the 
challenges ahead should not be taken for granted, 
nor should the dynamics of the changes in global 
realities which were unfolding, changes which were 
so rapid that there was hardly any time to under
stand, let alone develop appropriate responses to 
them. The end of the cold war had been greeted, 
she said, with a sigh of relief and the end of the 
rivalry between East and West had been welcomed. 
The demise of communism and the globalization of 
the market economy represented major steps 
forward in promoting world developments but the 
change was sudden, and the resulting economic and 
social dislocations catastrophic. Never in the 
history of the world had there been so much human 
suffering on so large a scale, in the absence of a 
global war, as the world was witnessing today. 
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228. The Assistant Administrator pointed out that 
few regions in the world, at a similar stage of 
development, were able to make such rapid social 
gains for their people as did Africa in the 1960s 
when primary school enrolment nearly doubled, 
mortality rates dropped and economies grew 
rapidly. These achievements were unfortunately, 
not sustained. Decline in GDP growth, on the one 
hand, and increase in population, on the other, 
implied that the average African was worse off in 
1990 than he or she was in 1960, in real per capita 
income terms. Other indicators are equally grim. 
At the same time foreign debt absorbed more than 
one third of export earnings as Africa continued to 
experience deteriorating terms of trade and little 
growth in aid flows. The disappointing result of the 
recently concluded Uruguay Round would add more 
pressures to the situation thereby underlining the 
need for urgent support for the proposed diversi
fication fund for African export commodities. 

229. The Assistant Administrator said that in an 
effort to help African countries to formulate such a 
vision, UNDP, together with ADB, the World Bank 
and several partners in the donor community, were 
cooperating with a number of governments to draw 
up national long-term perspective strategies defining 
African development over a 25-year horizon. This 
led UNDP in November 1987 to launch the social 
dimensions of adjustment project as a response to 
the one overwhelming force of structural adjust
ment and stabilization that had characterized 
African economies in the 1 980s. This response 
recognized that there were heavy social and political 
costs of structural adjustment and since the SDA 
initiative had no noticeable effect on the design of 
SAPs, UNDP was once again looking for new 
approaches and new directions. This was enshrined 
in a new development paradigm called sustainable 
human development which placed poverty-sensitive 
economic reform measures at centre stage. 
Sustainable human development was pro-poor, pro
nature, pro-jobs and pro-women. 

230. The Assistant Administrator commended ECA 
for the intellectual leadership which it had shown in 
formulating initiatives such as the "African Charter 
for Popular Participation in Development and Trans
formation" and the "African Alternative Framework 
to Structural Adjustment Programmes" which 
embody the principles of sustainable human 
development. These con-cepts needed now to be 
put into practice for it was only then that they 
would be of value to Africa. 

231 . The Assistant Administrator said that, as a 
technical cooperation agency, through its technical 
assistance programme of skills provision and 
enhancement, UNDP from its second cycle (1977-
1 981 ) onwards had cooperated with ECA in the 
areas of subregional and regional integration, food 
production and food security, development of 
human resources, science and technology and 
development administration and management. 

During the third cycle (1982-1986), initiati,,•es in the 
areas of information systems and transport and 
communications were jointly launched throiJgh the 
PADIS and United Nations Transport and Cor.1muni
cations Decade in Africa projects. In the fourth 
cycle (1987-1991 ), ECA and UNDP stressed, once 
again, economic cooperation and integration as well 
as food and agriculture, trade and industry, energy, 
water and a continuation of transport and communi
cations, management and public administration. As 
for the current fifth cycle (1992-1996), the pro
gramme of collaboration was focused on regional 
cooperation and integration, long-term strategic 
planning and human development. She pointed out 
that UNDP's Regional Bureau for Arab States and 
Europe, which was responsible for country and 
inter-country activities in the Arab countries in the 
African region, namely Algeria, Djibouti, Egypt, the 
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Morocco, Somalia, the 
Sudan and Tunisia, committed itself to continue 
further collaboration and coordination with both 
ECA and the Economic and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA) in the formulation and 
implementation of regional and country pro
grammes. The three parts of the areas of focus of 
the Third Inter-Country Programme ( 1 994-1 996) for 
the region were also sustainable human develop
ment, economic integration and trade and sus
tainable energy. 

232. The Assistant Administrator said in conclusion 
that the theme and focus of this Conference, "Build
ing critical capacities in Africa for accelerated 
growth and sustainable development", was thus 
appropriate and timely. She noted that after a long 
career of service to African development, in both 
the public and private sector, there is one thing that 
is now manifestly clear. A new breed of Africans, 
the young and dynamic African professionals, were 
now in charge; they were unabashedly and unapolo
getically calling for an African development agenda 
conceived by, delivered by and beneficial to Africa. 
Here lay Africa's hope, from henceforth comes 
Africa's changed destiny. 

233. Ambassador Paul Marc-Henry, a national of 
France, spoke on Africa's socio-economic develop
ment problem in the context of increasing 
unemployment affecting the population as a whole, 
and in particular, the youth. He observed that 
although Africa was facing tremendous difficulties, 
it had made efforts towards self-reliant develop
ment. He deplored problems of capital flight from 
Africa to developed countries. This compounded 
Africa's efforts to accelerate the development of 
the continent. He observed that Africa had been 
given false promises of financial resources assis
tance by some development partners. He said that 
Africa had not been given the assistance it 
deserved. As Africa's economic situation was 
getting worse, he urged for concrete measures to 
address the unemployment problem in view of the 
increasing population. 
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234. Ambassador Yaw Turkson, a Ghana national, 
addressed the Conference. He outlined the origins 
and creation of the Economic Commission for 
Africa He recalled his participation in debates m 
New York during 1957-1958 on the creation of ECA 
when there were eight independent African States 
in the continent (Ethiopia, Ghana, Liberia, Libya, 
Morocco, the United Arab Republic. the Sudan and 
Tuntsi<i). These countries prepared a resolution 
which was presented to the Economic and Socia' 
Council by Ghana on behalf of these countries to 
establish ECA. There was resistance from the 
major countries and yet regional commissions were 
in existence in the other regions. However, the 
struggle was won and ECA came into existence in 
1958. Another problem which was also 
encountered but overcome 1n the negotiations lead
ing to the creation of ECA was the question of 
addint; the social development dimension tO the 
terms of reference of ECA. 

235. Ambassador Turkson thus viewed 1958 as a 
hi'Storical year and oxpressed gratitude to be asso
ciated with the thirty-fifth anniversary of ECA. He 
recalled that he started coming to ECA to discuss 
Africa s socio-economic problems in 1960. 
Ambassador Turkson emphasized that social conse
quences of development would become more impor
tant ir: the next 35 years. 

236. Reflectmg on the last 35 years, he recalled 
that emphasis of the Commiss1on was on action
oriented development strategies. He appealed for 
reviewing the priorities in Afnca's development. 
The issues to be given priority should include the 
debt problem. In addition, he pointed out that 
Africa should review critically international 
development assistance. He stressed that Africa 
should itself make constructive contribution to its 
development. in thiS context, he noted, there was 
need for unity and commitment through economic 
integr iltron. 

23 7. Mr. Augustin Fredenc Kodock, Minister of 
State for Planning and Territorial Development of 
Cameroon, Chairman of the nineteenth meeting of 
the Conference of Ministers, expressed thanks to 
the participants for their attendance at the meeting. 
He also thanked the secretariat for the excellent 
work and documentation for the Conference. 
Expressing appreciation for the various statements 
made at the opening of the session, he underscored 
the importance of the Conference keynote address 
by H.E. Alhaji Sir Dawda Kairaba Jawara, President 
of the Republic of the Gambia. He noted that the 
address had raised very important questions relating 
to prc,moting the socio-economic development of 
Africa He observed that there was awareness 
among member States of the prevailing socio
economic difficulties facing Africa. 

238. The outgoing Chairman then addressed the 
debt problem which had been discussed at the 
Tokyo International Conference on Afncan Develop-

ment held in October 1993. He expressed gratitude 
to the Government of Japan which had financed the 
participation of African countries in that meeting. 
He regretted, however. that decisions by Africa's 
devejopment partners had yet to produce tangible 
results on Africa's external debt and other issues. 
He reminded the international community to bP 
aware that Africa's recovery required matenal 
assistance. 

239. Turning to the member States, he noted that 
30 years after independence, the political systems 
in some countries were yet to evolve into strong 
democracies. He therefore called for the continua
tion of democratic reforms and freedoms managed 
by Africans themselves. The African people should 
have a voice in the decision-makmg processes m 
the1r countnes. 

240. He noted that Africa was rich in natural 
resources, but the continent needed to use its 
people and institutions more effectively to explo1t 
and develop these resources for the benefit of its 
people. He therefore called on African countries to 
have confidence in themselves and to define their 
own future and work together towards their 
development through which Africa would be able to 
forge ahead to take its rightful position tn the world 
and regam its dignity. 

General debate: EGA at 35: Perspective of Africa's 
socio-economic development; building critical 
capacities in Africa for accelerated growth ancf. 
sustainable development (agenda item 5) 

241 . Several participants and observers, including 
representatives of United Nations agenc1es, regional 
and international, intergovernmental and non
governmental organizations, participated in the 
general debate. 

242. Participants paid tribute to the memory of the 
late Mr. Robert Gardiner, Executive Secretary of 
ECA from 1963-1975, who passed away on 13 
April 1994. They noted that Mr. Gardiner led ECA 
in the formative years of the institution. He gave 
the best of his life to building the Economic Com
mission for Africa and to laying the foundation for 
economic integration of the African continent. 

243. In the context of the commemoration of the 
thirty-fifth anniversary of ECA during this session of 
the Conference, participants extended their congra
tulations to ECA. They paid special tribute to the 
founding fathers of ECA whose vision has guided 
the organization since inception. Participants said 
that the occasion of the thirty-fifth anniversary 
offered an excellent opportunity to reflect on the 
institution's performance in promoting socio
economic development in Africa. They observed 
that ECA was an African institution which had 
served African interests very well in the past. In 
this regard, it was observed that ECA had been 
tnstrumental not only in establishing several sub-
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regional and regional institutions for economic 
development and integration, but also in articulating 
strategies for Africa's development. They 
expressed the hope that ECA' s lessons from past 
experience would inform and guide a renewed 
dedication and successful tackling of the problems 
impeding rapid economic development of African 
countries and in playing a crucial, catalytic and 
supportive role in articulating Africa's interest in the 
future. 

244. Participants underscored the timeliness, rele
vance and appropriateness of the Conference 
theme, "Building critical capacities in Africa for 
accelerated growth and sustained development". 
They noted that the rather limited results so far 
achieved from the economic reform programmes 
undertaken by member States was partly attri
butable to lack of critical capacities in many areas 
of economic management and development. 
Impetus for the theme was also provided by the 
changes which were taking place in the structure of 
the world economy which had heightened inter
national competition. 

245. The consensus of the Conference was that if 
African countries were to be set on the path of sus
tained growth in the twenty-first century, it would 
be necessary 'to sustain and enhance capacity build
ing in the interlocking areas of human skills and 
talents development, strengthening national institu
tions and infrastructural development. It was 
emphasized that efforts at capacity building must 
address these three dimensions in each of the key 
priority areas, namely critical capacities in support 
of good governance, human rights, peace, security 
and political stability in Africa; critical capacities for 
effective socio-economic policy analysis and 
management; building and fully utilizing human 
capacities in Africa; developing entrepreneurial skills 
for public and private sector management; building 
and utilizing physical infrastructural capacities in 
Africa; capacities to exploit natural resources and 
diversify African economies into processing and 
manufacturing; strengthening capacities in support 
of food security and self-sufficiency; critical 
capacities for mobilization and efficient allocation of 
domestic and external financial resources. 

246. Various delegations recalled the experiences 
of their countries in the priority areas of capacity 
building. They observed that African Governments 
had invested enormous amounts of resources in 
expanding access to education and health in the 
three decades since independence, and that remark
able gains had been made especially until the early 
1980s. Since then, severe fiscal difficulties had 
caused a loss of momentum in many countries, giv
ing ri~etq,declining school enrolment and increased 
mortality and morbidity rates. Stressing that capa
city- b,uildi'1g was an investment,· participants 
emphasized the need to use the capacities already 
in place more effectively rather than simply building 
new ones. In this regard, the Conference expressed 

concern about the situation of the unemployed and 
underemployed youth. It was also observed that 
unconducive economic, social and political condi
tions had, in the past, given rise to the brain-drain 
through which Africa had lost some of its most pre
cious human capital. Countries, particularly those 
recovering from the ravages of protracted war, did 
not find it easy to attract their skilled nationals back 
home from the diaspora. 

247, With regard to the strengthening of institu
tions, participants reviewed the steps initiated in 
some African countries in recent years towards 
more accountable and democratic forms of gover
nance as well as to foster the decentralization of 
political decision-making. Under a series of 
economic structural reform programmes, a number 
of member States also aimed at imp-roving their 
socio-economic policy analysis and management, 
inter alia, by ensuring the availability of adequately 
trained civil servants. Bold reforms aimed at rising 
productivity by restructuring public enterprises and 
privatizing some of them, liberalizing markets, 
putting their financial sectors on a more sound 
footing and encouraging private sector growth in 
some countries had begun to yield fruit in the form 
of modestly high rates of economic growth. These 
gains were still fragile, however, as national 
economic performance still depended on the 
vagaries of the weather and external market condi
tions. Nevertheless, the participants underscored 
the absolute necessity of strengthening entrepre
neurial capacities in Africa, especially small-scale 
enterprises and women entrepreneurs. The 
ingenuity and creativity of the African people was 
not in doubt. Indeed, there was general confidence 
that given an enabling environment, adequate 
reward and motivation, African entrepreneurs could 
be extremely effective. 

248. Participants felt very strongly about the need 
to strengthen in African countries the productive 
capacities for collective food security and food self
sufficiency. The problem, however, needed to be 
tackled at the level of the individual family unit. 
Industrial capacities also needed to be developed 
and more efficiently utilized, with the aim of diver
sifying African countries' production and export 
base. To that end, the Conference encouraged the 
Secretary-General to press on with the establish
ment of the diversification facility for Africa's 
commodities, proposed under General Assembly 
resolutions 46/151 and 48/214 on the UN-NADAF, 
to be housed in ADB. That, together with the pro
posed national diversification councils, would play 
a catalytic role in the countries' economic diversi
fication efforts. Participants were of the view that 
physical infrastructures in a well-maintained condi
tion were essential to underpin productive capa
cities, and international competitiveness. It was 
observed that infrastructures of African countries 
emerging from prolonged conflicts were in very bad 
shape, which made economic recovery difficult and 
reduced their capacity to absorb returnees. In all 
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such C.i;ises, rehabilitation and reconstruction efforts 
backed by external partners were needed. 

249. Participants expressed gratitude for official 
development assistance received from bilateral and 
multilateral external partners. The general view, 
however, was that it was insufficient in comparison 
to the massive capacity building task that the coun
tries were faced with. The rich industrialized 
nations were urged to increase their contributions to 
ODA with the aim of approaching the target of 0. 7 
per cent of their GNP. as well as meeting the com
mitments that they had solemnly entered into under 
UN-NADAF. Participants were also of the view that 
it was necessary to re-evaluate the contribution and 
effectiveness of technical assistance in the building 
of critical capacities in Africa in the last three 
decades. New modalities were needed for the 
delivery of this form of assista.nce by bilateral and 
multilateral partners which made fuller use of and 
strengthened Indigenous expertise and which were 
more sensitive to local opmion. 

250. The regional cooperation approach to capacity 
building in Africa was stressed in the general 
debate. Nigeria. for example. invited African coun
tries to make use of its universities (numbering over 
301 in fields ranging from conventional courses to 
technical and vocational courses and its research 
institutions labout 20) in fields such as agriculture, 
food technology and soc1o-economic research. 
Egypt stated that its experts m various fields of 
science and technology, agriculture and medic1ne 
were at the disposal of its sister African States. 
Ghana and Uganda offered to share their experience 
gamed so far in elaborating (with the help of the 
World Bank) comprehensive mdicative programmes 
for building critical capacities in a number of priority 
areas which overlap the areas discussed at the 
twentieth meeting of the Conference of Ministers. 

251. Several observers representing Africa's 
development partners also congratulated the Com
mission on the occasion of its thirty-fifth 
anniversary. They noted that the theme of the Con
ference was both important and timely. They reaf
firmed the willingness of their governments to 
cooperate with the ECA secretariat and the member 
States of the Commission in endogenous capacity 
building, strengthening and efficient utilization of 
such capacities. They underscored the importance 
of both South-South and North-South cooperation 
in such endeavours. 

252. With regard to the negative social effects of 
SAPs, some observers expressed the view that 
African countries should ensure that their pro
grammes took into account the social dimension 
and were human-centred before they presented 
such programmes to financial institutions to 
negotiate loans and credits for funding. in this 
respect, African countries were encouraged to 
sharpen their negotiating capacities to ensure the 
mclusion of social aspects m SAPs. 

253. Representatives of specialized agencies of the 
United Nations, African intergovernmental and non
governmental organizations also identified them
selves strongly with the theme of the Conference. 
They pledged to enhance their cooperation with 
African member States and offered to collaborate 
with the Commission in the specific capacity 
building fields of their mandate and competence. 

254. Participants welcomed the coming into force 
of the Abuja Treaty establishing the African 
Economic Community. The Treaty was a bold step 
on the road to Africa's development. Subregional 
and reg1onal integration was viewed as crucial in the 
light of the implementation of the Treaty. 

255. In order to promote regional inteQI'ation, the 
Conference considered the need to increase trade 
among African countries; improve transport and 
communications; develop agricultural and mdustrial 
Infrastructure; improve the performance of th~ 
private sector, both formal and informal; •mplement 
joint projects and programmes including joint pro
duction of services and goods; establish peace and 
maintain stability. The importance of institutional 
capacity in this context was underscored. It was 
noted that the existing subregional organizations 
needed to be harmonized and rationalited so that 
they could effectively contribute to the imple
mentation of the Treaty. 

256. Regardmg the issue on rationalization and har
monization of ECA-sponsored mstitutions. the Con
ference supported the objective of rationalization 
and harmonization of these institutions and empha
sized tnat the need for rationalization and har
monization of these institutions was urgent. It was 
suggested that the ECA secretariat should hold 
further consultations with member States on this 
issue. 

25 7. The importance of the relation between popu
lation and development was underscored. given the 
deterioration of African economies in view of grow
ing population. Among the possible approaches in 
resolving populat1on and development related issues 
should mclude improving the health and nutrition of 
the population and the general socio-economic con
ditions of the population, especially in rural areas 
and measures indicated in the Dakar/Ngor Declara
tion of Population, Family and Sustainable Develop
ment to moderate demographic trends without coer
cion. Responsible parenthood among couples was 
seen as of paramount importance. 

258. The Conference noted with concern that the 
Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations 
would, most probably, have dramatic consequences 
for African economies. African countries with less 
diversified and competitive economies would lose 
their share of the market owing to the erosion of 
the trade preferential treatment they enjoyed. In 
order to restore the temporary imbalances in their 
economies that would surely result from the rapid 
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liberalization of world trade, African countries 
should receive more assistance from the interna
tional community, especially from the developed 
countries. In this context, it was suggested that 
Africa should consider establishing a mechanism for 
articulating their negotiating positions in the Bretton 
Woods institutions and the newly formed World 
Trade Organization which would soon be opera
tional. 

259. The Conference noted that complementarity 
existed between trade and production activities and 
that the development of trade activities could 
encourage production activities. In that context, 
the Conference remarked that the best way for 
Africa to promote such activities was to encourage 
private entrepreneurship through small- and 
medium-scale enterprises (SMEs) or the informal 
sector. 

260. The Conference expressed concern at the per
sistence of armed conflicts, ethnic strife, periodic 
drought and famine, endemic poverty, ecological 
disasters, refugees and displaced persons, factors 
which continued to prevail in the continent resulting 
in enormous human loss and suffering, considerable 
social and economic infrastructural damage, brain
drain and general environmental degradation. 

261. Participants noted with dismay that, accord
ing to UNHCR estimates, there were about 6 million 
refugees in Africa and 16 million internally displaced 
persons. To these figures one could add another 
unfortunate 1 million refugees as a result of the 
tragic events taking place in Rwanda. Over the last 
five years, UNHCR had spent nearly $1.2 billion to 
attend to the needs of refugees in Africa, a con
siderable amount of funds which did not include 
food supply from such institutions as WFP and 
other organizations, and immense material and 
support services by host countries. The Conference 
underlined that peace and political stability were the 
sine qua non for development; without peace, 
development was impossible, and without develop
ment, peace was not durable. It further noted OAU 
resolution 1 040 calling for the integration of 
programmes for refugees, returnees and displaced 
persons into national plans to ensure sustainability 
and continuous funding. To reach this objective, 
the need for implementing the cross mandate con
cept was underlined. 

262. The Conference noted with encouragement 
that the majority of African Governments were 
engaged in one form of transition or another: from 
war to peace; from unaccountable governance to 
democracy and respect for human rights; from 
State-dominated to market-based private sector-led 
economies; and from modes of production that 
created considerable damage to the environment to 
sustainable development. The implementation of all 
these changes needed the strengthening and build
ing of critical and endogenous capacities, which 
would in turn enhance regional production, trade 

and consumption likely to enhance political stability, 
peace and security. The Conference underlined the 
need for increased domestic and international mobi
lization of resources for production, peace building, 
rehabilitation and critical capacity development in 
the African region. 

263. The Conference paid tribute to the people of 
South Africa whose long and heroic struggle for 
liberation from the tyranny of apartheid was finally 
crowned with victory during the occasion of the 
Conference. It welcomed with joy the birth of a 
democratic popularly elected political system in the 
country, including the immense reconciliation that 
characterized the speeches of the significant leaders 
who would lead and/or influence events in the new 
country. 

264. A representative of the ANC addressed the 
Conference. He expressed satisfaction for the 
opportunity given to him to address the Conference 
at a time when all South Africans had voted in their 
first multiracial elections. He thanked member 
States of the Commission for their support to 
liberation movements in the past. 

265. The Conference further noted with profound 
satisfaction that at its next meeting in 1995, 
democratic South Africa would be an active and 
important participant. These developments were 
likely to enhance critical capacity building for 
economic cooperation and integration in southern 
Africa and the rest of the continent, in line with the 
current theme of the Conference. 

266. Several participants called on ECA to expand 
and strengthen its technical assistance to member 
States in certain critical areas of national develop
ment. In particular, they stressed the need for ECA 
to assist in post-conflict peace-building efforts 
related to rehabilitation of economic and social 
infrastructures; devising measures of providing 
effective safety nets to cushion the impact of 
adjustment on vulnerable groups; and creating 
employment opportunities for youth so as to obviate 
any tendencies towards crime and criminal 
behaviour. More importantly, it was emphasized 
that ECA had an important role to play in building 
capacities of African countries, particularly in the 
priority areas of the theme. Participants also hoped 
that ECA would assist in mobilizing financial 
resources for the implementation of various aspects 
of their national capacity building programmes. 

Consideration of the report of the fifteenth meeting 
of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the 
Whole (agenda item 6) 

267. The Chairman of the fifteenth meeting of the 
Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole 
presented the report of the Committee as well as 
the draft resolutions and declarations recommended 
by the Committee for adoption by the Conference 
of Ministers as contained in document 
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E/ECA/CM.20/37. The Conference took note of the 
presentation, examined in detail the report of the 
Committee as well as the draft resolutions and 
declarations and adopted them after making the 
necessary amendments. Resolution 19 (XV) on 
impact of devaluations on the African economies 
adopted by the fifth meeting of the Conference of 
African Ministers of Finance, held on 1 and 2 March 
1 994 in Libreville, Gabon, was among the resolu
tions considered by the Conference of Ministers. 
The Conference decided to defer that resolution 
until the next meeting. 

268. The report of the Committee, together with 
resolutions and declarations as amended, is 
contained in document E/ECA/CM .20/37/Rev .1. 
The Conference requested that in future the 
discussions on the TEPCOW report at the Ministerial 
meeting should be reflected in the report of the 
Conference. 

Any other business (agenda item 7) 

269. The proposal to change the name of the 
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa to 
the United Nations Economic and Social Com
mission for Africa was examined by the Conference. 
It observed that the issue was too important to be 
decided upon immediately. The Conference decided 
to take up the issue at a future meeting. 

270. Delegations emphasized the need for the 
secretariat to make more efforts to ensure timely 
despatch of Conference documents to member 
States. That was important to enable the member 
States to subject the documents to indepth inter
departmental review at the national level and 
formulate position on such important issues that 

· might be on the agenda of the Conference. In that 
connection, it was also observed that the agenda of 
the Conference had become too lengthy. As a 
result, participants had not been allowed sufficient 
time to hold discussions on the issues on the 
agenda. The need to reduce the items on the 
agenda was, therefore, strongly emphasized. 

271. Given the need to ensure that ECA garners 
sufficient financial resources for the activities of the 
Commission, it was suggested that ECA should 
strengthen its relations with the African Group of 
the Fifth Committee of the United Nations General 
Assembly and Af'rican members on the various 
governing boards of funding agencies of the United 
Nations. Through these contacts, the case for 
making additional financial resources available for 
ECA activities would be better appreciated. 

Date and venue and other matters related to' tne 
thirtieth session of the Commission/twehty4irst 
meeting of the Conference of Ministers (agenda 
item 8) 

272. In the absence of an invitation from any 
member State, at the moment, the Conference 
decided that its next meeting would be held at the 
headquarters of the Commission. The dates of the 
next meeting would be established on the basis of 
consultations between the Executive Secretary and 
the Chairman of the Bureau of the present session. 

Consideration and adoption of the report (agenda 
item 9) 

273. The Conference adopted the present report 
together with resolution 793 (XXIX) on "Streng
thening and developing capacities in support of 
regional seed pathology in Africa". 

Closure of the meeting (agenda item 1 OJ 

274. A message of goodwill and congratulation to 
ECA on the occasion of its thirty-fifth anniversary 
sent by President Mario Soares of Portugal was read 
by the Executive Secretary. 

275. The Executive Secretary also read the Final 
Communique of the Conference, which is attached 
as annex IV to this report. 

276. In his closing remarks, the Executive Secre
tary observed that the twentieth meeting of the 
Conference of Ministers had been historic in two 
significant respects: first, the Conference had used 
the occasion to mark the end of the thirty-fifth year 
of the Commission; and second, the occasion had 
been used to define one of the most critical ingre
dients now needed to put Africa on a high path of 
growth, transformation and sustainable develop
ment, namely building and utilizing critical capa
cities. The Executive Secretary reiterated his 
commitment to strengthening the secretariat of the 
Commission and hoped he could count on the sup
port of member States to enhance the role of the 
Commission as an instrument for effective policy 
change in the hands of member States. 

277. The Chairperson thanked the participants for 
their effective participation at this important 
session, which coincided with the end of the thirty
fifth year of ECA. The Chairperson also thanked the 
members of the secretariat for their diligence and 
hard work in servicing the Conference. 

278. She then declared the meeting closed. 
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CHAPTER IV 

RESOLUTIONS. DECISIONS AND DECLARATIONS ADOPTED BY THE 
CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS AT ITS TWENTIETH MEETING 

A. Resolutions 

770 (XXIX). Effective implementation of the 
United Nations New Agenda for the 
Development of Africa in the 1990s 
{UN-NADAFJ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Bearing in mind its memorandum to the Ad Hoc 
Committee of the Whole of the United Nations 
General Assembly on the Final Review and Appraisal 
of the Implementation of the United Nations Pro
gramme of Action for African Economic Recovery 
and Development, 1986-1990 (UN-PAAERD), 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 46/1 51 
of 1 8 December 1 991 and its annexes on the 
assessment of the implementation of the United 
Nations Programme of Action for African Economic 
Recovery and Development, 1986-1 990 and the 
United Nations New Agenda for the Development of 
Africa in the 1990s, respectively, 

Realizing that while during the period of the 
United Nations Programme of Action for African 
Economic Recovery and Development, 1 986-1 990 
African countries managed to fulfil many of their 
undertakings, the donor community did not make 
available the resources which they had promised, 

Noting that the first two years of the United 
Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa 
in the 1 990s have been beset by inadequate 
resources from the international donor community, 

Mindful also of the fact that Africa's social and 
economic development is primarily the responsibility 
of African Governments and people, in concert with 
the 'international community who have accepted the 
principle of shared responsibility and full partnership 
with Africa, 

Bearing in mind the reports of the Secretary
General of the United Nations on "Preliminary consi
deration of the implementation of the United 
Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa 
in the 1990s" 1 on "Need for and feasibility of the 
establishment of a diversification fund for Africa's 
commodities" 2 and on "Financial resource flows to 
Africa" 3 submitted to the forty-eighth session of 
the General Assembly, 

Having considered also the secretariat's report 
on the implementation of the New Agenda4 and the 
document on programme evaluation in the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Africa6 which 

includes the progress report on the in-depth evalua
tion of Programme 45, 6 

Taking note of General Assembly resolution 
48/214 of 23 December 1 993 on the New Agenda 
which, inter alia, reiterated the expectations of the 
New Agenda and the priority attached to it, 

1 . Notes with appreciation the sustained 
efforts of the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations to ensure that Africa's social and economic 
development remains on the agenda of the interna
tional community throughout the 1990s; 

2. Reaffirms the commitment of African 
Governments to the long-term sustainable socio
economic development and growth of the region 
through the successful implementation of the 
policies and priorities of the United Nations New 
Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1 990s; 

3. Commends African Governments for their 
demonstrated commitment to promote economic 
development by their adoption of the Abuja Treaty 
establishing the African Economic Community 
whose objectives are in consistent with those of the 
New Agenda; 

4. Recognizes the importance of the regional 
dimension in Africa's social and economic develop
ment and the potential contributions of the New 
Agenda in fostering it; 

5. Affirms the need to strengthen collabora
tion between the Organization of African Unity, the 
African Development Bank and the Economic Com
mission for Africa in undertaking actions to promote 
the long-term socio-economic development of the 
region; 

6. Notes with appreciation the goodwill of the 
Government of Japan in convening the International 
Conference on African Development, at Tokyo on 5 
and 6 October 1993, and in the Tokyo Declaration 
adopted by that Conference; 

7. Urges all African Governments to continue 
to take appropriate policy measures and actions for 
the sustained socio-economic development and 
growth of the region; 

8. Renews its call to Africa's development 
partners, including the United Nations agencies, 
organizations and programmes and the international 
community at large, to fulfil their commitments to 
support Africa's efforts, particularly in relation to 
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resource flows to the region, the enhancement of 
Africa's access to markets and debt relief; 

9. Requests the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations to favourably consider, in the 
framework of the restructuring of the Secretariat, 
possible institutional arrangements, including 
additional resources and other means to signi
ficantly strengthen capacity at the Economic Com
mission for Africa to fulfil its coordination, follow-up 
and monitoring role for the implementation of the 
New Agenda; 

1 0. Further requests the Executive Secretary to 
closely monitor the implementation of the New 
Agenda, especially those aspects related to the 
mobilization of resources, and to report thereon to 
the next Conference of Ministers. 

291 st meeting, 
4 May 1994. 

771 (XXIX). BuildiDJL.critical capacities for acce
lerated growth and sustained develoe
ment 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recognizing the strategic importance of a com
prehensive development of critical capacities in the 
areas of human resources, institutions and physical 
infrastructures in meeting the development chal
lenges of Africa in the 1990s and into the twenty
first century, 

Further recognizing that the comprehensive 
development of these capacities is of fundamental 
importance for achieving the strategic objectives of 
Africa's economic development in the 1 990s as set 
out in its resolution 742 (XXVIII) of 4 May 1993, 

Aware that without the development and utili
zation of critical capacities the processes of 
development, including technological development, 
cannot be internalized, nor can long-term develop
ment itself be sustainable, 

Further aware that a comprehensive capacity 
building programme cannot be sustainable without 
a strong national leadership and management with 
vision, sound policies, national ownership of the 
design and management of the programme and 
appropriate incentive structures, 

Having noted the efforts of member States in 
building and improving their critical capacities for 
socio-economic development as well as the various 
efforts and initiatives of the Commission to promote 
human development and the development and 
strengthening of institutional and infrastructural 
capacities over the last three decades, particularly 
in the Monrovia Declaration of Commitment on 
Guidelines and Measures for National and Collective 
Self-Reliance, the Lagos Plan of Action for the 

Economic Development of Africa, 1980-2000 and 
the Final Act of Lagos, the Khartoum Declaration 
Towards a Human-focused Approach to Socio
economic Recovery and Development in Africa, the 
African Charter for Popular Participation in 
Development and Transformation as well as the 
various initiatives by the international community on 
behalf of Africa, in particular: 

(a) the United Nations Programme of Action 
for African Economic Recovery and Development, 
1986-1990 (UN-PAAERD), 

(b) the first and second United Nations 
Transport and Communications Decade in Africa 
(UNTACDA I and II), 

(c) the first and second Industrial Develop
ment Decade for Africa (IDDA I and II), 

(d) the United Nations Agenda for the 
Development of Africa in the 1990s (UN-NADAF), 

(e) the Alma Ata Declaration on Health for All 
by the Year 2000, 

(f) the Jomtien Declaration on Education for 
All by the Year 2000; 

(g) the Dakar/Ngor Declaration on Population, 
Family and Sustainable Development, 

Convinced of the urgency to put in place a stra
tegic agenda based on a comprehensive approach 
to the development and utilization, on a sustainable 
basis of capacities critical to Africa's recovery, 
accelerated growth and international competitive
ness in the 1 990s and beyond; 

1 . Endorses "A Framework Agenda for Build
ing and Utilizing Critical Capacities in Africa: A 
Preliminary Report" which includes a "Proposed 
Regional Action Programme of Technical Coopera
tion in Capacity Building and Utilization in Africa" 
and which is a preliminary study and consensus 
framework embracing the key issues in capacity 
building and institutional development as well as the 
basis of a more detailed study to be presented at 
the 1995 meeting of the Conference of Ministers; 

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to under
take further studies aimed at strengthening the 
Framework Agenda on the basis of which detailed 
programmes of action in capacity building at the 
national, subregional and regional levels may be 
designed for implementation in the short and 
medium term; 

3. Further requests the Executive Secretary to 
formulate a programme of support by Africa's 
development partners to reinforce and complement 
the efforts of member States in building and 
strengthening critical capacities for development in 
the medium and long term; 
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4. Calls upon the Executive Secretary to 
establish an appropriate mechanism to coordinate all 
activities leading to the preparation of the Action 
Programme; 

5. Further calls upon the Executive Secretary, 
in close collaboration with all the relevant African 
intergovernmental and non-governmental organiza
tions and institutions as well as United Nations 
agencies and international financial institutions, to 
assist member States to implement the regiorf.il 
component of the capacity-building programme as 
identified and recommended in the respective sector 
programmes, through the existing mechanisms for 
regional coordination among the agencies of the 

. United Nations system and through the Joint 
ECA/OAU/ADB Secretariat; 

6. Requests the Executive Secretary to sensi
tize all partners in development at the national, sub
r~9ional, regional and international levels to the 
n'Eieq for concerted efforts in the complex task of 
building and strengthening critical capacities in 
Africa; 

7. Calls upon the Executive Secretary to take 
appropriate action to ensure the efficient and 
effective monitoring and evaluation of the 
programme at the regional level and consult With 
member States concerning the establishment 9r 
strengthening of mechanisms for the development, 
monitoring and evaluation of the programme at the 
national level in the most efficient and cost
effective manner; 

8. Further calls upon the Executive Secretary 
to take urgent steps to prepare a financing plan for 
the implementation of the first phase of the pro
gramme for the period 1995-2005 and to hold con
sultations with bilateral and multilateral donors and 
development finance institutions aimed at mobilizing 
resources to complement the efforts of member 
States for the implementation of the first phase of 
the programme; 

9. Requests the Executive Secretary to report 
to the · next Conference of Ministers on actions 
taken in fulfilment of the mandates as set out in this 
resolution. 

291 st meeting, 
4 May 1994. 

772 {XXIX). Preparations for the second United 
Nations Conference on Human Settle
ments 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 4 7/1 80 
of 22 December 1992 on the second United Nations 
Conference on Human Settlements {Habitat II), 

•. 

Considering that the Conference will be an 
important event in the United Nations activities 
aimed at sustainable development and adequate 
shelter for all and that it will contribute to attaining 
certain objectives of the United Nations Conference 
on Environment and Development, 

Having considered the report of the secretariat 
on the preparations for Habitat II, including the 
outcome of the first substantive session of the 
Preparatory Committee for the Conference, 

Emphasizing the importance of the regional 
dimension in the preparatory process of the Con
ference itself and beyond, 

Recalling in this regard, the recommendations 
of the seventh meeting of the Joint Intergovern
mental Reqiqnal Committee on Human Settlements 
and Environment on Africa's preparations for 
Habitat II, 

Recalling further resolution CM/Res.1469 {LVIII) 
of the fifty-eighth ordinary session of the Council of 
Ministers of the Organization of African Unity on 
Habitat II, 

Noting with satisfaction the joint efforts of the 
Economic Commission for Africa and the United 
Nations Centre for Human Settlements in the pre
paratory activities for the United Nations Con
ference on Human Settlements {Habitat II) in Africa, 

1. Takes note of the report of the Economic 
Commission for Africa entitled "Preparations for the 
second United Nations Conference on Human 
Settlements", which provides a very usefu! insight 
into the preparatory process; 

2. Endorses the "Declaration of African 
Ministers responsible for Human Settlements on the 
Preparatory Process to the Second United Nations 
Conference on Human Settlements {Habitat II)", 
which is a collective strategy for effective African 
participation in the above process; 

3. Welcomes the statement by the Prepara
tory Committee for Habitat II at its first substantive 
session; 

4. Calls upon all member States to effectively 
participate in the preparatory process of Habitat II, 
especially the timely preparation of national reports; 

5. Invites all member States to approach the 
Habitat-11 secretariat with respect to the assistance 
they require, taking into account the Preparatory 
Committee's recommendations on financing of the 
preparatory activities at national level; 

6. Requests the Executive Secretary, in close 
collaboration with member States, to establish 
those mechanisms recommended by the Preparatory 
Committee: · · "· · 
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(a) Coordinating and facilitating regional 
activities, including meetings; 

(b) Enabling member States with limited insti
tutional and financial capacity to participate effec
tively in the preparatory process and in the Con
ference; 

{c) L1aison and preparation of a regional report 
on the state of human settlements, highlighting 
cross-sectoral and cross-country concerns; 

(d) Contributing to the formulation of the 
Global Plan of Action and the Statement of Prin
ciples and Commitments; 

7. Requests the Executive Secretary of the 
Economic Commission for Africa, in cooperation 
with the Executive Director of the United Nations 
Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat). to ensure 
that the necessary consultations and exchange of 
experiences among African countries takes place. 

291 st meeting, 
4 May 1994. 

773 (XXIX). Preparation for the World Conference 
on Natural D1saster Reduction, 
Yokohama, Japan, 23-2 7 Mav 1994 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling United Nat1ons General Assembly 
resolution 48/188 of 21 December 1993 which 
decided to convene the World Conference on 
Natural Disaster Reduction in Yokohama, Japan 
from 23 to 27 May 1994, 

Also recalling all relevant resolutions of the 
Organization of African Unitv, 

Noting with appreciation the Mid-Term Report 
for Africa on the Implementation of the International 
Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction, 

Appreciative of the close collaboration between 
the Economic Commission for Africa, the United 
Nations Department of Humanitarian Affairs, the 
World Health Organization, the Organization of 
African Unity and the Afncan Ministerial Conference 
on the Environment in the preparation of the World 
Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction, 

Recognizing the very great importance of 
natural disaster reduction in the pursuit of sustain
able development and poverty alleviation in Africa, 

Further recognizing the importance and urgency 
of strengthening substantive cooperation between 
Africa's relevant nationaL subregional and regional 
institutions and the Department of Humanitarian 
Affairs, particularly the Secretariat of the Inter
national Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction in 
order to enhance capacity building for the reduction 

and mitigation of natural disasters and promote 
sustainable development, 

Convinced of the cost effectiveness of invest
ment in preventive activities for those avoidable 
hazards and the benefits of mitigation for those 
unavoidable ones .. 

Taking note with appreciation of the efforts of 
member States in establishing the necessary stra
tegies and infrastructure for the implementation of 
the International Decade, 

1. Takes note of the Mid-Term Report and 
commends all Member States, subregional and 
regional institutions which contributed to its pre
paration by the Department of Humanitarian Affairs 
and the Economic Commission for Africa; 

2. Adopts the African Common Position for 
the World Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction 
to be held in Yokohama, Japan from 23 to 27 May 
1994; 

3. Urges Member States to strengthen co
operation among themselves in fostering the objec
tive and goals of the International Decade, parti
cularly the recommendation of the World Con
ference and to pursue the African Strategies for the 
Implementation of Agenda 21 ; 

4. Encourages African countries to promote 
cooperation in natural disaster reduction at the 
bilateral, subregional and regional levels; 

5. Further encourages the Department of 
Humamtarian Affairs, in particular the Secretariat of 
the International Decade for Natural Disaster 
Reduct1on, to intensify its efforts in cooperation 
with all Africa's development partners to support 
the efforts of member States, particularly within the 
framework of the African Ministerial Conference on 
the Environment, national, subregional and regional 
research and development institutions and non
governmental organizations to reduce the impact 
and minimize the effects of natural disasters on 
Africa; 

6. Invites African countries to participate 
actively in the World Conference on Natural Disaster 
Reduction in Yokohama with a view to defending 
the African common position and securing the 
support of the international community, more 
particularly Africa's bilateral and multilateral 
development partners in sustaining the efforts made 
by African countries to reduce natural disasters and 
mitigate their effects; 

7. Requests the Executive Secretary of the 
Economic Commission for Africa, working in close 
collaboration with the Department of Humanitarian 
Affairs, the Organization of African Unity, the World 
Health Organization and other interested agencies, 
to harmonize the African common position with the 
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mid-term report and to proceed with the imple
mentation of the International Decade, taking into 
account the African common position; 

8. Further requests the Executive Secretary of 
the Commission, in close collaboration with the 
United Nations Department of Humanitarian Affairs, 
to submit a progress report on the implementation 
of the International Decade for Natural Disaster 
Reduction to the twenty-first meeting of the Con
ference of Ministers. 

291 st meeting, 
4 May 1994. 

774 (XXIX). Strategy and Programme of Action for 
marine/ocean development in Africa 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Aware that the oceans and the seas surround
ing the continent of Africa and its off-shore island 
countries have. abundant living and non-living 
resources which when properly explored and 
exploited could significantly contribute to the socio
economic development of the African region, 

Mindful of the fact that while Africa has been 
net importer of food, the living resources of its 
oceans/seas could significantly enhance its food 
security and self-sufficiency, alleviate poverty and 
increase the income of the African people, 

Cognizant of the deep interest and commitment 
of African countries in the sustainable exploration 
and exploitation of these resources, as well as in 
establishing an equitable international order for the 
management of the earth's oceans and seas, 

Recalling the fact that the largest single 
regional group of countries (Africa represented 27 
out of 61 countries) which have so far ratified the 
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 
are from the African region, 

Aware that the Convention provides the African 
region the opportunities and challenges to benefit 
tremendously from its implementation, 

Further aware that the Convention makes provi
sions for the land-locked countries to benefit equally 
from its implementation, 

Taking note with satisfaction that the Con
vention will enter into force on 16 November 1 994, 
and that thereafter, the International Seabed 
Authority and the International Tribunal for the Law 
of the Sea will be established, 

Taking into account the Strategy and Pro
gramme of Action by the Regional Leadership 
Seminar on Marine/Ocean Affairs in Africa, 
organized by the Economic Commission for Africa 

and the International Ocean Institute which was 
held from 28 March to 2 April 1994, as contained 
in document E/ECA/CM.20/34, 

Appreciative of the major leadership role that 
the Commission has taken in promoting the Conven
tion among African countries as well as in pro
moting marine/ocean resources development in 
Africa, 

1 . Calls upon all African States to: 

(a) Ratify the 1 982 United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea and enact laws claiming juris
diction over maritime zones as provided for in the 
Convention; 

(b) Establish a coordinating mechanism for 
marine affairs to be established by respective 
States; 

(c) Establish or strengthen their national 
framework for policy formulation in the realms of 
food, energy and materials so as to give the needed 
thrust and emphasis to the rational development 
and optimal utilization of their marine resources; in 
particular, the policy framework should accord high 
priority to marine science and technology and the 
development of the necessary human and institu
tional infrastructure; 

(d) Strengthen their capacity to survey, 
explore and exploit their marine resources by 
integrating their plans for adequate human 
resources and institutional development with their 
economic and social development plans; 

2. Further calls upon all African coastal 
States to: 

(a) Establish a legal framework for the rational 
and effective utilization of the extended maritime 
zones for a sustainable development; 

(b) Establish baselines as well as the coordi
nates of the extended maritime jurisdictions; 

(c) Enter into dialogue with their neighbours 
so as to establish the boundaries of their maritime 
zones, keeping in mind the concepts of joint 
development zones and joint management zones; 

(d) Establish or strengthen the necessary 
machinery and services for: 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

the full and rational exploitation of 
their fishery resources; 

the exploration and exploitation of 
their marine mineral and energy 
resources; 

the development of maritime trans
port and communication system; 
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(iv) the development of coastal areas and 
the development of tourism; 

(v) the protection and conservation of the 
marine and coastal environment and 
ecosystem. 

3. Requests the Economic Commission for 
Africa and international, regional and subregional 
organizations, governmental and non-governmental 
organizations to strengthen collaboration among 
themselves for promotion of marine/ocean resources 
development in general and, in particular in the 
following ways: . 

{a} Mobilize resources from international 
funding agencies and other global and regional 
development partners for the implementation of 
regional, subregional and national projects in areas 
such as coastal zone management, island develop
ment and capacity building in the ocean sector 
which could be presented for funding; 

(b) Increase awareness at regional, subregional 
and national levels of the potential of marine/ocean 
resources and to promote the implementation of the 
provisions of the United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea; 

(c) Sensitize high-level policy makers from 
African land-locked countries to these provisions of 
the Convention that are of benefit to their countries; 

(d) Examine the feasibility of establishing 
regional or subregional monitoring, surveillance and 
detection systems by utilizing remote sensing 
devices; 

(e) Explore the feasibility of strengthening or 
: establishing regional and/or subregional institutions 
for marine/ocean affairs for them to be basically 
self-financing, especially in the areas of capacity 
building including human resources development, 
technology acquisition and surveys; 

(f) Assist in the preparation of legisla
tion/regulation/guidelines in the marine sector which 
could be of use as blueprints to member States; 

{g) Collect and disseminate relevant informa
tion on marine/ocean affairs for use by member 
States. 

291 st meeting, 
4 May 1994. 

775 (XXIX). Establishment of a trust fund for 
peace-building, post-conflict rehabi
litation, reconstruction and develop
ment 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Grateful for the initiatives taken by the interna
tional community and the various agencies in the 

United Nations system to extend special technical
and material assistance to African countries con
fronted with difficult problems of post-conflict 
rehabilitation, reconstruction and development, 

Realizing that such initiatives should be 
translated into long-term activities designed to 
accelerate and sustain the development of the dis
tressed countries in order to maintain the three 
continuum from: 

(a) Emergency, rehabilitation and recon
struction to development (in order to maintain a link 
between short-, medium- and iong-term develop
ment processes), 

(b) Central administration to popular 
participation (in order to foster the democratization 
process via decentralization of policy, institutions 
and management), 

(c) National to subregional to regional levels to 
accelerate the crucial subregional cooperation and 
integration within the spirit of the Abuja Treaty 
establishing the African Economic Community, 

Understanding that peace-building in Africa 
ought to rest upon a foundation of economic and 
social development, 

Recognizing the fact that such a development 
strategy of a long-term nature necessitates the 
mobilization of increased resources, 

Recognizing further that the United Nations can 
serve, but not substitute, the efforts of African 
members who must be ready for the serious chal
lenges and opportunities that lie in the decades 
ahead. 

Noting that the efforts already embarked upon 
in this respect, though encouraging, have to be sus
tained by adequate resources, 

Noting further that the Economic Commission 
for Africa has proposed the establishment of a trust 
fund for assistance to the affected countries in 
support of their post-conflict rehabilitation, 
reconstruction and development efforts, 

Cognizant of the fact that the task of emer
gency relief and development including disaster 
preparedness, prevention and management is the 
primary responsibility of the African countries 
themselves, 

Bearing in mind "An Agenda for Peace" of the 
United Nations Secretary-General and the Organi
zation of African Unity Mechanism for Conflict 
Prevention, Management and Resolution, 

Recognizing that the continuing cycle of con
flicts in Africa has resulted in widespread displace
ment of populations, within and across national 
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borders, fatalities and stagnation of socio-economic 
development, · · · · · ' '·· · 

: . 

1 . Welcomes the proposal regarding the 
establishment of the fund as this is believed to 
contribute to and facilitate ongoing ·efforts by the 
international community to alle.viate the. countries' 
post-conflict rehabilitation, reconstruction and 
development; 

'2: · Calls upon all African member States, 
friendly donor countries and financial and economic 
institutions to appreciate the difficult post-conflict 
situations facing the countries ahd to extend their 
generous contribution to the establishment of the 
fund; 

3. Requests the Executive Secretary of the 
Commission to institute such mechanisms as are 
required to ensure the establishment, proper 
management and utilization of the fund; 

4. Urges the Executive Secretary of the Com-· 
mission to further enhance collaboration with the 
Secretary-General of the Organization ·of African 
Unity in the implementation of this resolution; 

5. Calls upon the Executive Secretary of the 
Commission to develop relevant strategies fqr the 
implementation of "An Agenda for Peace" in an 
African context in cooperation with the United 
Nations system. 

291st meeting, 
4 May 1994. 

776 (XXIX). Development and strengthening of the 
Economic Commission for Africa's 
programme activities in the field of 
natural resources, energv and marimt 
affairs · 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 321197 
of 20 'December 1977, 33/202 of 29 January 
1979, 44/211 of 22 December 1989, 46/235 of 13 
April 1992, 4 7/199 of 22 December 1992, 48/162 
of 20 December 1993, Economic and Social Council 
resolutions .1987/1 0 ·of 26 May 1987, 1989/6 of 
22 · May 1989 and Commission resolutions 572 · 
(XXI) of 21 April 1986 and 602 (XXII) of 27 April 
1987, 

En'dorsing the findings and conclusions of self
evaluation of the Commission's subprogrammes 
cohce.rn:ed with natural resources, energy and 
marine affairs carried out during the biennium 1992-
1993, •, ' 

Mindful of the regrouping of the above
mehtioned s~ctors in the revised Medium-term Plan. 
1992-1997 ~nd the relevant programme budget for 

1994-1995 into a single subprogramme aimed at 
enhancing the interrelationships between these 
sectors to ensure greater programme impact, 

Aware of the enhanced significance and 
strategic importance of the present natural 
resources subprogramme for sustaining the long
term objectives of the Medium-term Plan, in parti
cular with regard to the economic cooperation and 
integration of the African continent in the context 
of the Abuja Treaty, Agenda 21 and the United 
Nations New Agenda for the Development of Africa 
in the 1990s, 

Recognizing the urgency involved in streng
thening both the substantive and operational capa
city of the subprogramme in order to enhance its 
intended impact within the region, 

Noting with concern the con~inued stagnation. 
of available resources, both regular and extra
budgetary, required to carry out acti~ities in support 
of regional policies, programmes and projects irv· 
order to strengthen the Afr:icancountries' capacities· 
and capabilities to fully explore, exploit and develop· 
their natural resources, 

Highly appreciative of the initiatives taken by 
the Secretary-General in the context of decentraliza
tion to strengthen the regional commission's acti
vities in the area of natural resources development, 
especially in the fields of mineral resources, water· 
resources, cartography and remote sensing, energy 
and marine affairs, 

Convinced that the current process of deoen~_. 
tralization of regular programme activities needs, to c 

be supported by a corresponding decentralization of ; 
extrabudgetary resources to complement-c;~nd maxi-.. 
mize existing regional capacities, 

1 . Appeals. to aU partners in operational acti
vities for African development -to give due consi- ' 
deration to the priorities assigned to the develop- · 
ment of natural resources within the Economic. 
Commission for Africa's programme of work with a 
view to funding related project activities; 

2. Calls upon member States to facilitate the 
implementation of the Commission's. activities in • 
natural resou(ces development through effective 
national institutional mechanisms, in particular with 
regard to the follow-up of its recommendations 
emanating from the self-evaluation of the relevant 
subprogrammes featuring marine affairs, mineral · 
resources, water resources, energy and cartography 
and remote sensing; 

3. Calls upon the :Secretary-General within 
the context of the restructuring of the economic 
and social sectors of the United Nations to ensure 
the effective decentralization of relevant global 
programmes .and activities to the Commission; 
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4. Requests that an in-depth evaluation of the 
subprogramme be undertaken during the 1 994-
1 995 biennium; 

5. Requests the Executive Secretary to report 
on the implementation of this resolution at the next 
meeting of the Conference of Ministers. 

291 st meeting, 
4 May 1994. 

777 (XXIX). Enhancing the capacity of the Multi
national Programming and Operational 
Centres (MULPOCsJ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling its resolution 311 (XIII) of 1 March 
1977 establishing the Multinational Programming 
and Operational Centres (MULPOCs), 

Recalling also its resolution 702 (XXV) of 19 
May 1990 on transformation and strengthening of 
the MULPOCs and the pertinent provisions of its 
resolution 726 (XXVIII of 22 April 1992 on streng
thening the Economic Comm1ss1on for Africa to face 
Africa's development challenges in the 1990s, 

Noting with satisfaction the allocation by the 
United Nations General Assembly through its resolu
tion 46/1 85 of five additional established pro
fessional posts in the MULPOCs, 

Noting further with appreciation that the bulk 
of the additional resources made available under the 
United Nations regular programme of technical co
operation in 1994-1995 have been redeployed to 
the MULPOCs with a view to strengthening their 
capacity to provide advisory services within the 
subregions, 

Considering however, that critical areas remain 
uncovered by the expertise currently available in the 
MULPOCs and require additional resources on a sus
tained basis which cannot be met through the Com
mission's regional advisory services programme, 

Noting also with satisfaction member countries' 
continuous material support to the MULPOCs in pro
viding, inter alia, office premises free of charge and 
seconding on. a temporary basis national experts to 
the MULPOCs, 

Taking note of the recommendations contained 
in the draft report of the United Nations Secretary
General to the General Assembly on the triennial 
review of the in-depth evaluation of the programme 
on development issues and policies (DIP) of the 
Commission, and more specifically to sections 
devoted to the MULPOCs/ 

Recalling further that the M ULPOC budgets for 
the biennium 1994-1995 were approved with due 
regard to current budget restraints in the United 

Nations and pressing priorities of member countries 
and their intergovernmental organizations, 

Reaffirming the validity in the short, medium 
and long terms of the mandate of MULPOCs as 
spelt out in its resolution 702 !XXVI recalled above 
and noting M ULPOC act1v1t1es towards the 
rationaliza-tion and harmonization of subregional 
economic groupings as well as substantive support 
to the latter in the formulation and implementation 
of their multisectoral programmes, 

1. Expresses its appreciation to the United 
Nat1ons General Assembly for measures already 
taken to strengthen the MULPOCs' capacity to 
adequately respond to the needs of their member 
States and their Intergovernmental organizations; 

2. Supports efforts being deployed by the 
Executive Secretary to provide the MULPOCs with 
the required critical staff and non-staff resources to 
enhance their effectiveness; 

3. Further calls upon the General Assembly, 
within the framework of future budget provisions. 
to supplement efforts made by the Comm1ssion and 
member States in order to increase, as the sixteenth 
meetmg of the Conference had wished, the human 
and financial resources of the Multinational Pro
gramming and Operational Centres. 

291st meeting, 
4 May 1994. 

778 !XXIX). The situation in the least developed 
countries 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling the Programme of Action for the least 
developed countries for the 1 990s adopted by the 
second United Nations Conference on the least 
developed countries held in Paris from 3 to 14 
September 1990. 

Bearing in mind that two-thirds of the category 
of least developed countries are from the African 
continent, 

Noting with concern that since the adoption of 
the Programme of Action in favour of the least 
developed countries the socio-economic conditions 
in these countries continues to worsen, with 
possible further decline as a result, inter alia, of the 
recently concluded Uruguay Round Agreements, 

Recognizing that despite the painful reform 
efforts undertaken by the least developed countries, 
the commitments by the development partners are 
yet to materialize. 

Further recognizing the concern expressed over 
the situation in the least developed countries by the 
Organization of African Unity Council of Ministers in 
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its fifty-eighth session through CM/1459 adopted 
consequently by the Assembly of Heads of State 
and Government of the Organization of African 
Unity during its twenty-ninth session in · Cairo, 
Egypt, from 28 to 30 June 1993, 

1 . Notes with concern the worsening socio
economic situation of least developed countries, the 
majority of which are in Africa; 

2. Calls upon Africa's development partners 
to intensify their efforts towards the implementation 
of the Paris Programme of Action in favour of the 
least developed countries; 

3. Further calls upon the Economic Commis
sion for Africa in cooperation with the Organization 
of African Unity to continue to give special atten
tion to the plight of these countries, especially in 
light of the implications of the Uruguay Round 
Agreements on them and to monitor and intensify 
efforts in assessing the situation in the least 
developed countries during the forthcoming review 
in 1995; 

4. Reauests the Executive Secretary of the 
Commission to submit a progress report on the 
implementation of the Programme of Action, and of 
this resolution. 

291 st meeting, 
4 May 1994. 

779 (XXIX). Strengthening the operational capa
city of the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 33/202 
of 29 January 1979 on strengthening the opera
tional capacity of the regional economic commis
sions, 

Noting with satisfaction the measures taken by 
the United Nations Secretary-General to strengthen 
the economic and social role of the regional 
economic commissions within the Organization, 

Encouraged by the emphasis laid within the 
work programme of the Commission on operational 
activities and the new multidisciplinary approach to 
programme activities, 

Recalling in particular the urgent need for 
resources to enable the Commission to monitor and 
implement the United Nations New Agenda for the 
Development of Africa in the 1990s, 

Considering that extrabudgetary resources 
account for a substantial share of the resources that 
the Commission must have in order to implement its 
work programme, 

Concerned by the alarming decline of the Com
mission's extrabudgetary resources in recent years, 

Deploring the downward revision of the United 
Nations Development Programme's Regional Indica
tive Planning Figure for Africa, 

Noting with regret that the resources reserved 
for Africa by the European Union for regional project 
implementation under the Lome Convention have 
only been partly used, 

1 . Appeals to all bilateral and international 
partners that currently assist the Commission or 
intend to do so, in particular member countries of 
the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development, the League of Arab States and their 
cooperation agencies to work further at strengthen
ing their cooperation with the Commission by 
financing its subregional and regional projects and 
programmes; 

2. Also makes a special appeal to the 
European Union to facilitate the access of African 
States and their intergovernmental organizations to 
those resources reserved for the financing of 
regional projects; 

3. Invites African member States to give 
further support to subregional and regional pro
grammes, particularly through the allocation of 
domestic resources and by voluntarily earmarking a 
percentage of the national indicative planning 
figures provided to them by the United Nations 
Development Programme; 

4. Requests the Executive Secretary to take 
all the necessary steps to implement this resolution 
and to report thereon to the next meeting of the 
Conference of Ministers. 

291 st meeting, 
4 May 1994. 

780 (XXIX). Implementation of the programme for 
the second Industrial Development 
Decade for Africa (1993-2002) 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 4 7/1 77 
of 22 December 1992 on the adoption of the pro
gramme for the second Industrial Development 
Decade for Africa and the call made therein to the 
African countries and the international community 
to take concrete steps to ensure the full and 
successful implementat~on of the new Decade, 

Recalling further resolution GC.4/8 of the 
General Conference of the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization on the second Decade 
which, inter alia, requested the Director-General to 
provide increased assistance to African countries 
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and their subregional organizations for the imple
mentation of their national and subregional pro
grammes for the second Decade, 

Mindful of its resolution 739 (XXVII) of 22 April 
1992 requesting the Executive Secretary of the 
Commission to assist African countries in the imple
mentation of their national and subregional pro
grammes for the second Decade, 

Conscious of the crucial role that can be played 
by the private sector, local entrepreneurship and 
women in the accelerated development of indus
trialized countries and newly industrialized coun
tries, 

Reaffirming the primary responsibility of the 
African countries in the implementation of the pro
gramme for the second Decade and the need for a 
substantial flow of technical and financial resources 
from the international community towards the 
industrialization of Africa and in particuiar the 
implementation of the programme for the new 
Decade, 

Further reaffirmin_g the need for coordination 
and harmonization of the activities of the second 
Industrial Development Decade for Africa and the 
second United Nations Transport and Communica
tions Decade in Africa, 

1 . Calls upon all African countries to take 
concrete policy, institutional and other measures to 
ensure full implementation of their national and sub
regional programmes for the second !n~ustrial 
Development Decade for Africa including the estab
lishment of an enabling environment for the 
development of the private sector and the attraction 
of substantial financial and technical resources for 
investment in the priority areas of the programme 
for the second Decade; 

2. Further calls upon Africa's development 
partners and development finance institutions parti
cularly the African Development Bank, the World 
Bank, the United Nations Development Programme, 
the Islamic Development Bank, the Arab Bank for 
the Economic Development of Africa and African 
subregional banks and funds to allocate substantial 
resources to the implementation of the programme 
of the second Decade at the national and sub
regional levels; 

3. Also calls upon African countries which 
have not yet done so to establish national co
ordinating committees for the second Decade, take 
full account of the priorities of the second Decade 
in policy and programme formulation for the indus
trial sector including ensuring that such programmes 
as structural adjustment programmes do not 
adversely affect the implementation of the pro
gramme for the second Decade; 

4. Requests the Director-General of the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
to take concrete steps to ensure that the pro
gramme for the second Decade and in particular, 
the Coordination Unit for the Industrial Development 
Decade for Africa is provided with substantially 
increased human and financial resources to enable 
it to support more effectively the implementation of 
the 50 national and four subregional programmes 
for the second Decade; 

5. Adopts the Plan of Action for the harmoni
zation of the implementation of the second Indus
trial Development Decade for Africa and the second 
United Nations Transport and Communications 
Decade in Africa, taking into account the recom
mendations of the Conference of African Ministers 
of Transport, Communications and Planning;8 

6. Requests the Executive Secretary of the 
Commission and the Director-General of the United 
Nations Industrial Development Organization to 
undertake concrete actions required for the har
monization of the activities of the second Industrial 
Development Decade and the second Transport and 
Communications Decade according to the Plan of 
Action in consultation with the Organization of 
African Unity, the African Development Bank and 
other relevant organizations; 

7. Further requests the Director-General of 
the United Nations Industrial Development Organiza
tion and the Executive Secretary of the Commission 
to accord high priority to the development of the 
private sector, the participation of women and the 
utilization of African consultants in their activities 
related to the second Industrial Development 
Decade for Africa; 

8. Also requests the Director-General of the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
and the Executive Secretary of the Commission, in 
cooperation with the Secretary-General of the 
Organization of African Unity, to take concrete 
steps for the promotion of the second Industrial 
Development Decade for Africa at the international 
level and the mobilization of financial and technical 
resources for the new Decade, the implementation 
of Agenda 21, the review of the implications for 
African countries' industrialization efforts to the 
Uruguay Round and the fundamental changes at the 
international level; 

9. Requests further the Director-General of 
the United Nations Industrial Development Organiza
tion to ensure that all opportunities are used to 
mobilize financial resources for the second Decade 
programme; 

1 0. Appeals to the General Assembly to allo
cate increased resources to the Commission to 
enable it to support African countries in their efforts 
towards the establishment of the second Industrial 
Development Decade for Africa more effectively, 
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especially the activities of the Committee of Ten at 
regional, subregional and national level; 

11 . Requests the Director-General of the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
and the Executive Secretary of the Commission to 
report jointly on the implementation of the present 
resolution to the Conference at its next meeting. 

291 st meeting, 
4 May 1994. 

781 (XXIX). Development of the private sector for 
the accelerated implementation of the 
programme for the second Industrial 
Development Decade for Africa and 
beyond 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling. General Assembly resolution 4 7/1 77 
of 22 December 1992 adopting the programme for 
the second Industrial Development Decade for 
Africa, 

Cognizant of the need to ensure full participa
tion of all agents of production, services and dis
tribution in the Decade for its successful imple
mentation, 

Noting that the private sector has played a 
fundamental role in the economic and industrial 
development of advanced and newly industrialized 
countries, 

Conscious that the development of the private 
sector has played a fundamental role in the 
economic and industrial development of advanced 
and newly industrialized countries, 

Conscious also that the rehabilitation and 
revitalization of industry and the development of the 
private sector, African entrepreneurship small-scale 
industry development and the adaption of private 
sector development policies is crucial to 
industrialization, integration and overall economic 
growth of Africa, 

Aware of the role of the market economy in 
fostering the growth of African private entre
preneurship, 

1 . Calls upon African countries to adopt con
crete measures to create and sustain an enabling 
environment which would foster the development of 
the private sector and African entrepreneurship 
including the promotion of the role of women in the 
industrial development of Africa; 

2. Calls further upon African Governments to 
provide appropriate material, technical and financial 
and institutional support for the establishment of 
the small- and medium-scale industries as a means 

of laying the foundation of industrialization in 
Africa; 

3. Calls upon the African Development Bank 
and other subregional/regional financial and banking 
institutions to provide increased resources to the 
African private sector in particular to African 
industrial entrepreneurs; 

4. Requests the Executive Secretary of the 
Economic Commission for Africa and the Director
General of the United Nations Industrial Develop
ment Organization to provide African countries with 
increased support for the development of their 
private sector; 

5. Further requests the Executive Secretary of 
the Commission and the Director-General of the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
to report on the implementation of this resolution to 
the Conference at its next meeting. 

291 st meeting, 
4 May 1994. 

782 (XXIX). Development of basic industrie_s for 
the structural transformation of 
African economies 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling Gener,al Assembly resolution 4 7/177 
of 22 December 1.992 which adopted the pro
gramme for the·· second Industrial Development 
Decade for Africa, 

Recalling further its resolution 752 (XXVIII) of 
4 May 1 993 which called upon African countries to 
create an enabling environment for industrial invest
ment to promote the implementation of the pro
gramme of the second Decade, 

Bearing in mind the major objectives of the 
mandate of the Conference of African Ministers of 
lndustry·in accelerating the pace of industrialization 
in the.re.gion through the harmonization of industrial 
policies and strategies of member States and of 
relevant intergovernmental organizations as well as 
in defining an African common position in inter
national negotiations on industrialization, 

Mindful of the Lagos Plan of Action, the Final 
Act of Lagos and their provisions on collective self
reliance and self-sustained development, 

Conscious of the central role of industrialization 
in the socio-economic transformation of Africa, 

Fully aware of the serious structural weak
nesses and vulnerability of the African economy, 

Noting with great concern the trends in the 
world towards the creation of economic blocs, 
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Conscious of the urgent need for Africa to 
establish larger and consolidated economic spaces 
through economic cooperation and industrial inte
gration in line with the Abuja Treaty establishing the 
African Economic Community, 

Convinced that basic industries are the key to 
Africa's economic transformation and the attain
ment of self-reliance given their backward and 
forward linkages with all industrial subsectors of 
metallurgical, engineering, chemical and agro
industries with other economic sectors, 

Aware that basic industries require massive 
capital outlay and larger markets beyond the capa
city of individual African countries and can therefore 
be most optimally established through subregional 
and regional cooperation arrangements of multina
tional/transnational industrial enterprises, 

Taking into account the existence of abundant 
natural resources in a number of African countries, 

1 • Calls upon African countries to take con
crete measures to establish multinational industrial 
enterprises in the area of basic industries. namely 
metallurgical, engineering, chemical and other basic 
industries through bilateral, subregional and regional 
cooperation; 

2. Further calls upon African Governments to 
mobilize and pool their resources in a collective 
endeavour to establish and sustain basic industries, 
especially within the framework of subregional 
development organizations and economic com
munities; 

3. Requests the Executive Secretary of the 
Economic Commission for Africa, in cooperation 
with the Director-General of the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization, the Secretary
General of the Organization of African Unity and the 
President of the African Development Bank, to 
undertake the necessary follow-up actions in pro
moting Africa's basic industries particularly the 
national and subregional projects contained in the 
second Industrial Development Decade for Africa; 

4. Requests further the Executive Secretary 
of the Commission and the General-Director of the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
to hold consultative meetings of sponsoring coun
tries and organizations with indigenous and external 
potential investors as well as African and non
African financial institutions for the purposes of 
identifying, formulating and undertaking feasibility 
studies and financing of specific bankable projects 
with basic industries; 

5. Also requests the African Development 
Bank and other subregionaltregional funding insti
tutions to cooperate with African Governments in 
mobilizing internal and external resources in order to 
finance basic industries and to assist African coun-

tries by funding subregional projects in basic indus
tries under its resources reserved for subregional 
programmes; 

6. Invites the private sector to participate 
with the support of the African Development Bank 
and other subregional/regional financial institutions 
in setting up bas1c industries in Africa; 

7. Appeals to the donor community to assist 
African countries to establish basic industries 
through the provision of financial resources and 
joint ventures. 

291 st meeting, 
4 May 1994. 

783 (XXIX). The Uruguay Round of Multilateral 
Trade Negotiations 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling the declaration of the Heads of State 
and Government of the Organization of African 
Unity on the Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade 
Negotiations adopted in Abuja, Nigeria in June 
1991, 

Further recalling its declaration on the implica
tions of the Uruguay Round of negotiations on 
Africa's trade adopted in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in 
May 1993, 

Taking note of the current status of the 
Uruguay Round and the impact of the emerging 
results on their trade prospects and development in 
general, 

Concerned that the remaining outstanding 
issues of major interest to Africa, particularly 
market access, concessions in tropical agricultural 
and manufactured products as well as natural 
resource-base products are the most decisive for 
achieving a balance outcome of the Uruguay Round, 

Aware of the great challenges that will face 
African countries in terms of the necessary legal 
and policy adaptation that this will entail, 

Taking note of the technical assistance pro
vided to the African participants in the Round by 
the Economic Commission for Africa, the Organiza
tion of African Unity, the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development, the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade and other organizations, 

1 . Adopts the Tunis Declaration on the 
Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations; 

2. Invites the Chairman of the Conference of 
African Ministers of Trade to transmit the Declara
tion to all participants of the Uruguay Round 
through the Trade Negotiation Committee; 
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3. Calls upon the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development, in the framework of the 
African multilateral trade negotiations, and in colla
boration with the Economic Commission for Africa 
and the Organization of African Unity, to assist 
African countries to adequately prepare for the 
evaluation of the results called for in Section Nine 
of the Punta del Este Ministerial Declaration; 

4. Further calls upon the Executive Secretary 
of the Commission, the Secretary-General of the 
Organization of African Unity, the Secretary-General 
of the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development, the Director-General of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and the Executive 
Director of the International Trade Centre to 
elaborate a programme of technical assistance to 
African countries to respond to the needs of the 
post-Uruguay Round period aimed at: 

(a) Assisting African countries in the imple
mentation of the Uruguay Round results; 

(b) Strengthening African countries' trading 
capacity and competitiveness in order to take 
advantage of trade opportunities arising from 
multilateral trade liberalization; 

(c) Assisting these countries to be better pre
pared for future trade negotiations envisaged in 
some of the Uruguay Round agreements and in 
defining the objectives of and participation in the 
negotiations of a new trade agenda; 

5. Calls upon the Executive Secretary of the 
Commission to strengthen the relevant structures of 
the Commission in order to assist member States to 
adapt their economies to the new developments in 
international trade that the Uruguay Round entails; 

6. Invites donor countries and the United 
Nations Development Programme to provide finan
cial support to enable African countries to cope 
with the post-Uruguay Round period; 

7. Agrees that an international conference 
should be organized in Tunis, under the auspices of 
the Commission, in collaboration with the Organiza
tion of African Unity, the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development, the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade and the International Trade 
Centre on technical assistance to African countries, 
with the aim of enabling the adaptation of their 
economies to the new international trade environ
ment, and more particularly, to the outcome of the 
Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations. 

291st meeting, 
4 May 1994. 

784 {XXIX). Africa and the crisis in international 
commodity agreements 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Concerned about the prevailing situation in 
commodity prices of products of export interest to 
Africa and the attendant effects on the export 
earnings of their countries, 

Aware of the debilitating impact the progres
sive decline in commodity prices has had on 
economic performance of African countries and 
their capacity to service external debt, 

Further aware of the collapse of a number of 
international commodity agreements of interest to 
Africa and the prolonged and difficult negotiations 
which have taken place to find successor agree
ments to a number of these agreements, 

Convinced that a number of these international 
commodity agreements might not be successfully 
negotiated, 

Noting with interest the establishment of a 
Coffee Retention Plan by coffee growers within the 
framework of South-South cooperation as a 
mechanism for managing coffee supplies and for 
stabilizing world coffee prices, 

1 . Urges African countries to strengthen their 
cooperative efforts in negotiations for successor 
agreements to major international agreements; 

2. Calls upon African countries to evaluate 
and analyze the applicability of the principles of the 
Coffee Retention Plan to other commodities 
exported by Africa; 

3. Invites the Common Fund for Commo
dities, the African, Caribbean and Pacific Group, the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, the United 
Nations Conference on Trade and Development and 
other relevant institutions to provide financial and 
other assistance to help African countries to diver
sify their economies; 

4. Further calls upon the Executive Secretary 
of the Economic Commission for Africa, the 
Secretary-General of the Organization of African 
Unity, the President of the African Development 
Bank and the Managing Director of the Common 
Fund for Commodities to assist African countries in 
effectively dealing with the problems of declining 
prices and in improving their productivity, diver
sification and access to markets. 

291 st meeting, 
4 May 1994. 

785 (XXIX). Promotion and expansion of intra
African trade 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling the Lagos Plan of Action and the Final 
Act adopted by the extraordinary session of the 
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Assembly of African Heads of State and Govern
ment in April 1980, 

Taking cognizance of the Treaty establishing 
the African Economic Community adopted by the 
Assembly of African Heads of State and Govern
ment in Abuja, Nigeria in June 1991, 

Aware that the strengthening and expansion of 
intra-African trade can contribute to the socio
economic development of our countries, 

Concerned about the prevailing economic situa
tion in Africa and the small share of intra-African 
trade in its total trade, 

\ 

Considering that despite the adoption of pro
grammes of trade liberalization schemes within 
existing subregional groupings, their impact on intra
African trade still remains insignificant, 

AQknowledging that the considerable potential 
which many African countries have for processing 
raw materials remains under-utilized, 

Noting that the sixth All-Africa Trade Fair 
which took place in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe in 1992 
constituted an important event for promoting intra
African trade, 

Convinced that the first Afro-Arab Trade Fair 
organized in Tunis in October 1993 will give 
impetus to the growth of intra-African trade, 

Recognizing that African countries continually 
make great efforts to promote and expand intra
African trade, 

Noting with satisfaction the project for the 
creation of an African Export-Import Bank for 
financing trade, 

1 . Calls upon African countries to implement 
measures designed to encourage intra-African trade 
and subregional groupings to harmonize their 
investment and trade policies, including the 
progressive reduction of tariff and non-tariff 
barriers; 

2. ~ African countries to transform, as 
much as possible, their raw materials through pro
cessing in order to increase value added to their 
exports and to explore opportunities for exchange 
of goods as a way for temporarily alleviating their 
balance-of-payment$ difficulties; 

3. Calls upon African countries to take the 
necessary measures to encourage South-South co
operation in the service sector, to allow African 
enterprises to profit from the African expertise 
acquired in this area; 

4. Further calls upon .African countries to 
participate actively in the preparatory stages of the 

seventh All-Africa Trade Fair and possibly provide 
financial support to the organizers of this event; 

5. Recommends to African Governments that 
they facilitate the active participation of their 
respective business communities at the All-Africa 
Trade Fairs and other international exhibitions, in 
order to expand African trade; 

6. Further recommends the periodic organiza
tion of the Afro-Arab Trade Fair as an effective 
instrument for promoting trade; 

7. Requests the secretariat of the Economic 
Commission for Africa, in collaboration with the 
secretariats of the Organization of African Unity and 
the African Development Bank, to study the estab
lishment of a network of trade and economic data, 
for the gathering and dissemination of business 
opportunities and for development of partnership 
between African economic operators; 

8. Requests the Executive Secretary of the 
Commission, in collaboration with the Secretary
General of the Organization of African Unity, the 
President of the African Development Bank and the 
secretariats of subregional groupings to continue to 
assist member States in promoting and expanding 
intra-African trade and South-South trade. 

291 st meeting, 
4 May 1994. 

786 (XXIX). Strategies for Revitalization, Recovery 
and Growth of Africa's Trade in the 
1990s and Beyond 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling the Strategies for Revitalization, 
Recovery and Growth of Africa's Trade in the 
1 990s and Beyond adopted at the special session of 
the Conference of African Ministers of Trade held in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in Dece~ber 1990, 

Noting that the critical economic situation pre
vailing in the majority of African countries has 
militated against implementation of many of the 
decisions adopted in the Strategies, 

Convinced that the Strategies remain a valid 
and an important framework for revitalizing Africa's 
domestic, intra-African and external trade, 

1 . Invites the Follow-up Committee to carry 
out its mandate; 

2. Requests the Executive Secretary of the 
Economic Commission for Africa to provide to the 
said Committee the required technical support; 

3. Calls upon African countries to implement 
the policies and measures contained in the Stra
tegies; 
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4. Further requests the Executive Secretary of 
the Commission to report to the next Conference of 
African Ministers of Trade on progress made in the 
implementation of the said Strategies. 

291 st meeting, 
4 May 1994. 

787 (XXIX). Science and technology for develop
ment 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling its resolution 738 {XXVII) of 22 April 
1 992 regarding the possibility of establishing a 
ministerial conference on science and technology, 

Recalling also its resolution 509 (XIX) of 28 
May 1984 on strengthening of African capabilities 
in science and technology, 

Recognizing the need for member States to 
develop their science and technology resources 
including means for evaluating their efforts in this 
regard,· 

1. Welcomes its resolution 757 (XXVIII) of 4 
May 1993 on the restructuring of the intergovern
mental machinery of the Commission which estab
lished an African Regional Conference on Science 
and Technology by upgrading the existing Inter
governmental Committee of Experts on Science and 
Technology Development; 

2. Calls upo"n the General Secretariat of the 
Organization of African Unity to bring the issue of 
the establishment of the African Regional Con
ference to the attention of the Council of Ministers, 
with a view to supporting the objective of the 
Conference as indicated in its resolution 757 
(XXVIII); 

3. Urges that ministers responsible for 
science and technology should show their commit
ment by actively participating in the African 
Regional Conference on. Science and Technology; 

4. Requests the Commission, the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, the Organization of African Unity and 
the United Nations Industrial Development Organiza
tion, in collaboration with other relevant agencies, 
to develop and recommend mechanisms, including 
science and technology indicators for evaluating the 
developments and management of science and 
technology in the member States. 

291 st meeting, 
4 May 1994. 

788 (XXIX). Establishment of an African Monetarv 
Fund 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling the Lagos Plan of Action, more parti
cularly, the decision to create an African Monetary 
Fund, 

Recalling also the establishment of the Enlarged 
Ministerial Committee of Libreville, 

Taking note of the progress report on the 
establishment of an African Monetary Fund, 

1 . Reaffirms its commitment to work towards 
the effective establishment of the proposed African 
Monetary Fund; 

2. Mandates the Executive Secretary of the 
Economic Commission for Africa, the President of 
the African Development Bank, the Secretary
General of the Organization of African Unity and the 
Director-General of the African Centre for Monetary 
Studies to continue with the studies needed to bring 
the proposed African Monetary Fund into being and 
to report the progress thereon to the sixth session 
of the Conference of African Ministers of Finance. 

291 st meeting, 
4 May 1994. 

789 (XXIX). Strengthening information systems for 
Africa's recovery and sustainable 
development 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Convinced that information support is vital to 
Africa's recovery and sustainable development, 

Concerned by the underdeveloped information 
and documentation sector in many African countries 
and the inadequate financial and material resources 
available for its growth, 

Welcoming General Assembly decision 48/453 
of 21 December 1 993 recommending the provision 
of adequate staffing and resources for the Economic 
Commission for Africa subprogramme on informa
tion systems development, beginning with the 
programme budget for the biennium 1994-1995, 

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolu
tions 1992/51 of 31 July 1 992 on the need to 
ground the Commission's activities in sound data 
and information system and 1993/67 of 30 July 
1993 on the Commission's subprogramme in infor
mation systems development, 

Recalling also its resolutions 716 (XXVI) of 12 
May 1991 on implementing an integrated approach 
to development information and 766 (XXVIII) of 4 
May 1 993 on strengthening development 
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information systems for regional cooperation and 
integration in Africa, 

Appreciative of the continuing support given by 
the International Development Research Centre as 
well as new support from the Government of the 
Netherlands and the Carnegie Corporation of New 
York to the Pan-African Development Information 
System's activities to strengthen the information 
capabilities of member States, 

f\ppreciative also of the approval of the Council 
of Ministers of the African, Caribbean and Pacific 
group of the project "Information Technology for 
Africa" for further consideration by the European 
Union in the framework of the Lome IV Convention, 

Bearing in mind the need to strengthen the 
Commission's subregional development information 
centres as information support for subregional 
economic cooperation and integration, 

Noting with satisfaction the efforts being made 
by the Commission's development information 
system in the delivery of technical assistance to 
member States and the large number of requests 
pending in this area, 

Noting with further satisfaction the full incor
poration of the activities on information system 
development into the programme budget of the 
Commission, 

Noting, however. with concern that the Com
mission has had regular budget activities in this area 
since 1 984 without resources being provided for 
them, 

Aware of the decreasing availability of extra
budgetary resources for implementation and utiliza
tion of development information systems and 
technology, 

Noting with grave concern the precarious finan
cial situation of the Commission's activities in this 
area to meet the important needs of its member 
States and the urgency to end its reliance on extra
budgetary sources of funding, 

1 . Appeals to member States to recognize the 
vital importance of developing their information 
sector by: 

(a) Adopting national information and infor
matics policies; 

(b) Providing sufficient resources in the 
national budget for the essential growth of this 
area; 

2. Urges member States to approve the utili
zation of new technology for electronic communica
tion in order to permit Africa's full access to the 
global information highway; 

3. Further urges member States to formulata 
their needs for technical assistance in information 
systems development by: 

(a) Giving priority to information systems 
development in the use of their United Nations 
Development Programme country indicative 
planning figures, utilizing the technical support 
services mechanism where applicable; 

(b) Considering development information acti
vities in their pledges to the United Nations Trust 
Fund for African Development; 

(c) Using, where appropriate, the financial 
provisions under the Lome IV Convention for this 
purpose; 

4. Urgently appeals to the European Union to 
consider favourably the Pan-African Development 
Information System project approved by the 
African, Caribbean and Pacific group Council of 
Ministers and submitted to it for funding; 

5. Calls upon the donor community to support 
both national initiatives as well as the Commission's 
activities to strengthen development information 
capabilities in the African region; 

6. Aooroves the outline of the work pro
gramme for 1995-1996 in information systems 
development, while urging the Commission to 
continue its leadership role in the area of 
information systems and sciences, information 
technology, and telematics in order to support 
Africa's efforts for sustainable development; 

7. Encourages the Commission through its 
information systems development activities to 
facilitate intra-African information exchange as. 
support for regional economic integration by 
developing norms and standards, in collaboration 
with other relevant technical organizations, for 
information compatibility and promoting their use; 

8. Requests the Executive Secretary of the 
Commission to allocate additional section 20 
resources to the subprogramme on statistical and 
information systems development in accordance 
with the recommendation of the Second Com
mittee;9 

9. Also requests the Executive Secretary of 
the Commission to seek additional resources 
through voluntary contributions for the Commis~ 
sian's subregional development information centres 
in the framework of the subprogramme on statis
tical and information systems development; 

10. Requests the General Assembly, within the 
spirit of decision 48/453 adopted and in view of the 
importance of development information systems for 
Africa's development, to authorize the creation of 
three professional posts at P3, P4 and P5 levels and 
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fpur local le~el posts, to permit the delivery of 
prograrwne~ ~ctivities of the Commission's sub
programme on information systems development 
beginning wit.h its 1994-1 995 programme budget. 

291 st meeting, 
4 May 1994. 

790 (XXIX). CapacitY buildinD, ·for 
development in Africa 

The Conference of Ministers, 

"'' statistical 

Recalling its resolution 683 (XXV) of 19 May 
1 990 on the Addis Ababa Plan of Action for Statis
tical Development in Africa in the 1 990s, 

Further recalling its resolution 734 (XXVII) of 
22 April 1 992 on implementation of the Addis 
Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical Development in 
Africa in the 1990s, 

Noting with satisfaction the initiative that has 
been taken by the Coordinating Committee on 
Afr~~ 1 Statistical Development in promoting statis
tic&lr ~f:lvelopment in the countries of the region 
thr9t.J9h capacity building in areas of organization 
and management of national statistical system!, 
research in methods and standards and data 
sources, data processing and statistical training, 

Further noting that these are the principal 
a;;pects of statistical development in which capacity 
needs urgently to be further and significantly 
enhanced at the national, subregional and regional 
le\,lels to successfully achieve the objectives of the 
Addis Ababa Plan of Action, 

Recalling the concern of the Joint Conference 
of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers 
at .its eighth session on the dr:astic reduction of 
available resources and the need for additional 
resources to enhance capacity building at the 
national, subregional and regional levels to achieve 
objectives of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action, 

1 . Urges African Governments to vigorousJy 
implement actions to be taken at the national level 
as recommended in the Addis Ababa Plan of Action 
for Statistical Development in Africa in the 1 990s; . 

2. Also uraes both the multilateral and 
bilateral donor agencies bearing interest in capacity 
building in .Africa to: 

(a} Provide further. support at the national, 
subregional and regional levels to facilitate the work 
of the Coordinating Committee .on African Statistical 
Development; and 

(b) Recognize that the need to build capacity 
at the regional level in t~e Economic Commission for . 
Africa - as the regional organization with a mandate·· 
for the promotion of statistical development - is as 

important. as the promotion of capacity at the 
national level; · _, 

3. Further ~Jmesthe·United Nations Develop
ment Programme: to:· 

(a) Provide requisite catalytic support to the 
Commission to supplement its resources to.facilitate 
the work of the Coordinating Committee on African 
Statistical Development and help cou'rltries in iden
tifying resource constraints to ·the promotion of 
statistical development and enhancement of 
requisite capacity at the national level; and 

(b) Make it possible for the Commission to 
support statistical institutions in the countries in 
accessing the technical support that the United 
Nations Development Programme is able to provide 
through its TSS 1 and TSS2 modalities of technical 
cooperation. 

291 st meeting, 
4 May 1994. 

791 (XXIX). Change.of name of the African Train~ 
ing and'Research Centre for Women 
fA TRCWJ to African Centr-i! for 
Women (ACWJ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling its resolution 269 (XII) of 28 February 
1 975 which endorsed the establishment of an 
African Training and Research Centre for Women 
within the Economic·Commission for Africa with a 
view to facilitating the improvement of the socio
economic conditions of women in Africa and 
enhancing their contribution to the overall develop
ment of the continent, 

Further recalling subsequent resolutions which 
recognized the central role of African women in the 
development of the continent more especially in the 
rural areas where the majority of the population live, 

Considering the increase in women's concerns· 
due to the increasing scarcity of productive 
resources, the worsening of the physical and socio
economic environment, the spread of destructive 
wars and conflicts and the feminization of poverty, 

Conscious that women constitute a valuable 
pool of human resources for the socio-economic 
recovery and development of Africa and that there 
is need for the regional focal point to facilitate the 
empowerment of ~frican women for their effective 
participation in all sectors of development, 

Recognizing the importance of reinforcing the 
role and visibility of African women at all levels 
particularly in the political and economic spheres 
and the need to ensure the impact of the bene
ficiaries development programmes, 
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Recognizing further with satisfaction the 
pioneering and key role played by the African 
Training and Research Centre for Women in raising 
awareness of policy-makers and all development 
agents on gender issues. in formulation and moni
toring of strategies aimed at enhancing the role ot 
African women in development as well as in institu
ttonal and capacity building towards total advance
ment of African women, 

Considering the importance of communicating 
this all-embracing role of the Centre on gender 
issues through its name, 

1 . Recommends that the African Training and 
Research Centre for Women changes its name to 
"the African Centre for Women" in order to ade
quately reflect the scope of its activities including 
monitoring changes in the trends of socio-economic 
development; ensuring that African women con
cerns are adequately addressed; and designing and 
implementing programmes for the advancement of 
women in line with the Nairobi Forward-looking 
Strategies, the Abuja Declaration on Participatory 
Development: the Role of Women in the 1990s; 
the System-wide Medium-term Plan on the 
Advancement of Women and any other relevant 
policy framework; 

2. Requests the African Centre for Women to 
intensify its working relationshtp with government 
machineries in charge of the advancement of 
women and to work closely with non-governmental 
organizations in order to ensure greater impact at 
the grass-roots level in line with the provistons of 
the African Charter for Popular Participation in 
Development and Transformation; 

3. Urges member States and the international 
community to continue to give their full support to 
the Centre; 

4. Requests the Executive Secretary of the 
Commission to make every effort to strengthen the 
Centre with a view to enhancing its effectiveness 
and efficiency as the overall regional structure in 
charge of the advancement of women in Africa. 

291 st meeting, 
4 May 1994. 

792 (XXIX). An integrated approach to women's 
empowerment: The Kampala Action 
Plan on Women and Peace: violation 
of women's human rights: and 
women's economic empowerment 

The Conference of Ministers, 

The Kampala Action Plan on Women and Peace 

Taking into account the Arusha Strategies for 
the Advancement of Women in Africa which call for 

special attention to refugee and displaced women; 
the Abuja Declaration on Participatory Development: 
The Role of African Women in the 1 990s; and the 
nghts of children as articulated in the United 
Nations Children's Charter, 

Considering that despite the basic strategies for 
peace set up in the Nairobi Forward-looking Stra
tegies for the Advancement of Women, the threat 
to peace continues to be a major obstacle to human 
progress, and specifically to the advancement of 
women, 

Taking into account the disproportionate share 
of national resources spent on armaments and 
defence in comparison to what is directed to socio
economic activities, and in view of the breakdown 
of traditional mechanisms for resolving conflict and 
protecttng women and children and the destructive 
nature of militaristic conflicts and their devastating 
effects on women and children, 

Considering that peace education is a life-long 
process based on the concept of partnership 
between men and women and advocates the neces
sity for eradicating all types of violence in society at 
familial and community levels, and in view of the 
limited presence of women in decision-making posi
tions at various fora where issues concerrting their 
lives are addressed, decided upon and policy 
formulated, 

1 . Resolves to adopt the Kampala Action Plan 
on Women and Peace; 10 

2. Strongly urges African Governments, non
governmental organizations, women, grass-roots, 
youth, United Nations agencies and other interna
tional organizations to participate actively in the 
implementation of the Kampala Action Plan by 
setting aside resources for its implementation and 
setting up mechanisms for monitoring programmes 
and activities in this regard on a regular basis; 

3. Requests the Economic Commission for 
Africa to ensure that the concerns of the Kampala 
Action Plan are incorporated in the Africa Platform 
for Action of the fifth Regional Conference on 
Women which should eventually be an input into 
the global Platform for Action of the fourth World 
Conference on Women; 

4. Requests the Commission, working in 
collaboration with the Organization of African Unity, 
to report to it every three years on the imple
mentation of the Kampala Action Plan; 

Violation of women's human rights 

Taking into account the slow rate of ratification 
and implementation of the United Nations Conven
tion on the Elimination of All Forms of Dtscrimina
tton against Women and other relevant legal 
mechanisms, 
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Noting with concern that the development of 
women is often constrained by a pervasive negative 
environment at personal, family, community and 
societal levels due to various socio-cultural practices 
and laws inimical to their advancement, all of which 
have far-reaching socio-psychological as well as 
economic and legal implications, 

Considering the monumental loss to society 
when more than half of its population does not con
tribute fully to its development due to the stumbling 
blocks referred to above, 

Desirous that women should break out of the 
psychological, socio-cultural and legal mould that 
contributes towards the status quo by limiting their 
contribution to their personal development and that 
of society in general, 

Recognizing the need to empower women to 
take full control of their lives as autonomous self
directing beings in all aspects of their lives, 

1 . Urges the Economic Commission for 
Africa, working in collaboration with the Organiza
tion of African Unity, to facilitate the organization of 
national, subregional and regional training seminars 
as well as any other appropriate activities to sensi
tize national governments, institutions, non
governmental organizations and the general public 
on the socio-cultural-legal realities in which women 
live and their socio-psychological as well as legal 
implications in the context of their human rights, 
with a view to creating a positive, enabling environ
ment conducive to their full development and 
safety; 

2. Calls upon governments to enact laws and 
other legal instruments that guarantee safety from 
violence on the individual woman and in families 
while revising those that might work against this 
principle; ensure the prosecution of offenders in this 
context; and identify and legislate against cultural 
practices that reinforce physical and psychological 
oppression of women; 

3. Requests the Commission to incorporate 
these views in the regional report of the fifth 
Regional Conference on Women; 

4. Urges governments, non-governmental 
organizations and international organizations to 
facilitate the implementation of this resolution by 
availing resources to this end; 

5. Requests the Commission to report on the 
implementation of this resolution to it every two 
years; 

Economic empowerment of women 

Taking note of the conclusions and recom
mendations of the feasibility study on the 
establishment of an African bank for women or an 
appropriate financial intermediary that would 
facilitate access of credit to women, 

Encouraaed by the increasing attention 
accorded to the enhancement of the entrepreneurial 
spirit of African women through the establishment 
of national associations of women entrepreneurs 
and the African Federation of Women Entrepreneurs 
in accordance with the Commission resolutions 736 
(XXVII) and 753 (XXVIII) on economic empower
ment of women, 

Taking into account the fact that women do 
not have sufficient access to credit and other 
resources necessary for their economic advance
ment, 

Considering the need to empower women poli
tically and economically through education and 
information to equip them for the challenges ahead, 

Stressing the need to generate more economic 
opportunities for women so that they can benefit 
fully from the recently operational African Economic 
Community and other regional and global develop
ments, 

1 . Endorses the recommendations for the 
establishment of a financial institution specialized in 
women's needs; 

2. Requests the Commission, working in 
collaboration with the Organization of African Unity, 
the African Development Bank and other relevant 
institutions, to complete the final study on the 
practical modalities for setting up the financial 
institution and to ensure its establishment and take
off; 

3. Exhorts member States to take the neces
sary legislative, monetary and banking measures to 
facilitate the promotion of women's entrepreneur
ship at the national, subregional and regional levels; 

4. Calls upon the Commission, the Organiza
tion of African Unity, the African Development Bank 
and the World Bank to give full support to the 
African Federation of Women Entrepreneurs; 

5. Requests the Commission to report to the 
next Conference on the implementation of this reso
lution. 

291 st meeting, 
4 May 1994. 
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793 (XXIX). Strenotheninq and developing cap.2::. 
cities in supP.ort of regional seed 
pathology in Africa 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Considering the conclusions of the 'discussions 
by the 1994 ECA Conference of Ministers of the 
report E/ECA/CM.20/13 of 20 March 1994 on the 
necessity for Africa to rapidly achieve food security 
and food self-sufficiency, 

Recalling the fourteenth meeting of the Scien
tific Councii of the Inter-African Phytosanitary 
Council of the Organization of African Unity held in 
Cairo, Egypt in 1978 and the series of consultations 
and studies undertaken by the Organization of 
African Unity/Inter-African Phytosanitary Council in 
collaboration with the Department of Plant 
Pathology, University of El Mansoura, Egypt, on 
strengthening and developing capacities in support 
of seed pathology in Africa, 

Recalling also the "African strategies for the 
implementation of the United Nations Conference on 
Environment and Development Agenda 21 : A pro
posal" and particularly one of its priority concerns 
relating to the achievement of food self-sufficiency 
and food security in Africa, 

Further recalling that the attainment of food 
self-sufficiency for the rapidly growing African 
population requires the use of healthy seeds, 
particularly since it has been established that 
approximately 90 per cent of all African food crops 
are propagated by seed, 

Noting the initiatives already undertaken by the 
University of El Mansoura, Egypt, to strengthen and 
develop its Department of Plant Pathology into a 
Regional Seed Pathology Centre for Africa, 

Noting further that the goal and objectives of 
the centre take into account the regional dimension 
and also focus on strengthening the capacities of 
institutions involved in the production of healthy 
seeds including production, conservation, distribu
tion and use, 

1 . Appeals to member States of the Economic 
Commission for Africa to provide voluntarily finan
cial support for the transformation of the seed 
pathology test centre in Egypt into a regional centre 
for Africa; 

2. Requests the Executive Secretary of the 
Commission, in cooperation with the Secretary
General of the Organization of African Unity and the 
Director General of Food and Agriculture Organiza
tion to prepare the documentation necessary to 
mobilize the needed resources for the implementa
tion on a sustainable basis of the project on regional 
seed pathology centre; 

3. Requests the Secretary-General of the 
Organization of African Unity to cooperate with the 
Executive Secretary of the Commission within the 
framework of the existing Organization of African 
Unity technical structures in this field, including, 
among others, the Centre phytosanitaire inter
africain and the Centre africain pour Ia recherche et 
Ia formation phytopathologigue in the implementa
tion of this project; 

4. Invites Africa's development partners, in 
particular the European Union, the United Nations 
Development Programme, the African Development 
Bank, the Islamic Development Bank, as well as 
bilateral partners, to provide financial support to 
efforts to create the Regional Seed Pathology 
Centre. 

B. Decisions 

291 st meeting, 
4 May 1994. 

DEC.1 (XXIX). Revised mandate of the Joint 
Conference of African Planners, 
Statisticians and DemograP.hers 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Approves the amendments to the terms of 
reference of the Joint Conference of Planners, 
Statisticians, Demographers and Information 
Scientists as follows: 

(a) The Joint Conference of African Planners, 
Statisticians, Demographers should be changed to: 
Conference of African Planners. Statisticians, 
PoP.ulation and Information SP.ecialists, acting within 
the framework of the policies and procedures of the 
United Nations and subject to the general supervi
sion of the Economic Commission for Africa, shall, 
providing that the Conference takes no action with 
respect to any country without the agreement of 
the Government of that country: 

(i) Serve as a forum for examining pro
gress and problems in the fields of 
African planning, statistics, P.Opulation 
and information science and take 
action to ensure their development in 
the light of the general principles of 
self-reliance and technical cooperation 
among countries of the region; 

{ii) 

It is suggested that the following 
paragraph (Ia) should be added: 

Serve as a forum to exchange 
exP.eriences and keeP. abreast of new 
developments in the areas of 
planning, statistics, population and 
information science; 
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,1 

') 

(iii) Establish arrangements for the 
improvement of all aspects of 
methodologies, norms and standards 
and practice in the four fields under 
African conditions; 

' 

It is suggested that the following 
paragraph: 

(iv) Coordinate the training programmes 
for and promote the training of the 
necessary African personnel • in 
planning, statistics and 
demography; 11 

be amended to read: 

Review the relevance of regional 
training programmes to the needs of 

meetings shall be agreed at a final plenary meeting 
of each session of the Conference; 

(e) At the beginning of each session, the 
Conference shall elect a Chairperson, two Vice
Chairpersons and a Rapporteur. At the beginning of 
its meeting each committee shall appoint its Chair
person, a Vice-Chairperson and a Rapporteur; 

(f) Member States and agencies shall bear'lthe 
cost of their attendance at the sessions of the 
Conference; 

(g) Except as prdvided for herein, the Rules of 
Procedure of the Economic Commission for Africa 
shall, where relevant, apply to the sessions of the 
Conference. 

the countries of the region and DEC. 2 (XXIX). 
promote the training of the necessary 

Programme of work of the 
African Centre of Meteorological 
Applications for Development 
fA CMADJ, 1994-1996 

(v) 

African personnel in planning, 
statistics, population and information 
science; 

and the following paragraph: 

Collaborate with the secretariat in 
evaluating economic, social, demo
graphic conditions in the region to 
assist in formulating appropriate 
strategies and monitoring th'eir 
implementation; 

' . 

be amended to read: 

Collaborate with the secretariat in 
evaluating economic and social condi
tions in the region'; to assist in 
formulating and morlitorinq develop
ment strategies and programmes; 

(vi) Conduct its operations in collabora
tion with other relevant bodies and 
international agencies (no change); 

(b) The members of the Conference shall be 
the government officials in charge of the national 
planning, statistical and population agencies, 
information/documentation institutions of the 
member States of the Economic Commission for 
Africa, or their representatives. Representation of 
all other Governments and bodies shall follow the 
same rules as for sessions of the Economic Com-
mission for Africa; · · ' · 

(c) The Conference shall meet once every two 
years and shall report on its sessions to the Con
ference of Ministers of the Economic Commission 
for Africa; 

(d) Work at sessions of the Conference shall 
be organized in plenary meetings and in com
mittees. A joint report on plenary and committee 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Approves the programme of work and budget 
(1994-1996) for the African Centre of Meteoro
logical Applications for Development as follows: 

Programme of work of the African Centie 
of Meteorological Applications for Development 

(ACMAD), 1994-1996 

(a) Orientation 

The African Centre of Meteorological Applica
tions for Development programme document which 
was developed earlier (1989) is still valid as a long
term objective. 

The long-term objective of ACMAD, as given in 
the constitution and reflected in the programme 
document, is to contribute to the socio-economic 
development of African countries through the u~e of 
meteorological products and the creation of a hew 
meteorological assistance system for the sustain
able development of the region, with the view to: 

(a) Mitigate the effects of droughts and other 
weather-related disasters; 

(b) Promote activities leading to an improved 
knowledge of weather and climate anomalies in 
Africa as they affect the socio-economic develop
ment process; 

(c) Promote the use of renewable sources of 
energy as well as water resources management; 
and 

(d) Conserve, by rational use and manage
ment, the natural resources of African countries. 
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To achieve these long-term objectives, a 
number of immediate objectives were formulated on 
the assumption that the member States of ACMAD 
would bear costs that are necessary for the day-to
day running of the Centre while recourse would be 
made to the international community and Africa's 
other development partners for support in the maJor 
capital investments and infrastructure. 

(a) Early-warning systems (crops, livestock, 
forestry, locusts I; 

(b) Assessment and alleviation of the effects 
of drought. desertification, floods, tropical cyclones; 

(cl The management of climate-related socio
economic activitres such as agricultural production, 
promotion of the use of renewable sources of 

With the financial and human resources contri- energy and improvement of water resource manage
butions from member States, the support of some ment; 
donors and partners and the sponsorship from the • 
United Nations specialized institutions like ECA, 
WMO, UNEP and FAO, the Centre has been operat
ing now for two years and has carried out useful 
work in the areas of: 

(a) The production of medium-range weather 
forecasts; 

(b) On-the-job-training in new techniques and 
technologies in the field of meteorology; 

(c) Climate impact study in Africa within the 
framework of the AMCEN climatology network (first 
multidisciplinary activity). 

However, more regular resources are needed to 
implement fully the initial work programme mainly 
in the field of applied meteorology for a sustainable 
development. To be in a position to secure more 
funds from the member States and the world com
munity, it is now imperative to develop a medium
term (three-year) programme of work that will 
further respond to the pressing needs of the African 
community. The programme should be tailored to 
the immediate needs of the end-users at the com
munity and grass-roots levels. The immediate and 
long-term objectives of ACMAD are still valid. 
However. they need to be prioritized and phased as 
the potential resources of the Centre dictate. In 
selecting the priority objectives to be addressed, it 
is important to emphasize the applications aspects 
of the Centre, geared to stimulating <lCtivities in the 
main development sectors such as agricultural pro
duction, water resources management, agro
pastoral activities, renewable sources of energy pro
ducts, environment protection, natural disaster 
reduction and life and property protection. 
Therefore, instead of revising the programme 
document, it was felt preferable to concentrate on 
short- and medium-term tasks to be accomplished 
by the Centre. 

(b) Future work programme ( 1 994-19961 

With these guiding principles in mind, the 
programme for the triennium 1994-1996 will be 
oriented towards the immediate objectives of estab
lishing relevant facilities and regular climatic and 
meteorological data and processed products to 
national and regional institutions, both government 
and non-governmental, which would contribute, 
inter alia, to: 

(d) The conservation of the environment; and 

(e) Capacity building for a sustainable develop
ment. 

Main tasks 

To achieve the immediate objectives outlined 
above, the following major tasks should, to the 
extent possible, be carried out by ACMAD, in close 
collaboration with subregional, regional and global 
centres, with the aim of avoiding duplication and 
making use of relevant existing products and 
developing new improved ones. 

Task 1 

To monitor climate variability and extreme 
weather events including drought, heat waves, 
wind and sand storms, flash floods and tropical 
cyclones, on a continental scale. 

Activities 

(a) Develop and adapt a methodology for the 
evaluation of precipitation by satellite and 
meteorological radars (production of software, 
calibration, training); 

(b) Compile an inventory of documents avail
able on extreme events, studies and expertise avail
able in the continent (drought. tropical cyclones, 
etc.); 

(c) Access climatic databases required for the 
operation of the Centre; 

(d) Identify and adapt exrstrng statistical 
methods for the analysis of extreme climatic events; 

(e) Carry out analysis of past events of 
climatic importance; 

(f) Develop continental drought-monitoring 
methods and thresholds; 

(g) Prepare a Drought Watch Bulletin using, 
among others, methods developed under activity (d) 
above and output from subregional. regional and 
global centres; 
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(h) Prepare and issue operational 1 0-day, 
monthly and seasonal climate diagnosis and 
anomalies bulletins. 

Task 2 

Analysis, monitoring and forecasting of the 
weather producing systems on a continental level 
and for long range. 

Activities 

(a) Collect and analyse real-time meteoro
logical data on a day-to-day basis with a view to 
monitoring the evolution of weather events over the 
continent; 

(b) Develop methodologies and adapt model 
outputs for medium- and long-range weather fore
casts (outlooks) applicable for the continent; 

(c) Compile various methods, techniques and 
models developed elsewhere and which are relevant 
to the operation of the Centre and adapt those 
proved useful; 

(d) Issue weather forecasts and outlook of 1 0 
days, monthly and seasonal durations on a con
tinental level. 

Task 3 

Developing methods and techniques for the 
application of weather and climate information and 
impact assessment and transfer these technologies 
to regional, subregional and national institutions. 

Activities 

(a) Compile information on economic activities 
over the continent which require the use of pro
ducts and services of the Centre; 

(b) Compile catalogues of available data bases 
including meteorological, agromet, hydromet, etc.); 

(c) Apply the methodologies and techniques 
developed for impact assessment on relevant and 
sensitive economic activities. Such application 
techniques include: 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

crop-weather models; 

weather-based crop-yield forecasting; 

breeding and migration of locust; 

water resources assessment and 
management; 

desertification monitoring and control. 

Task 4 

Carry out applied research and development 
studies in climatology and meteorology, and con
duct training relevant to the work of the Centre. 

Activities 

(a) Evaluate and promote new methodologies 
for the study of extreme events characteristics for 
use in monitoring and forecasting; 

(bl Carry out studies and investigations with 
a view to developing methods, techniques and 
models for use by the operational units of the 
Centre; 

(c) Carry out environmental impact study of 
concern to the continent such as ozone, climate 
change, drought and desertification, etc., and 
provide advice and guidance to members; 

(d) Organize workshops, publish results and 
conduct training events on: 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

Techniques in the analysis of climate 
parameters; 

Techniques in the analysis and 
monitoring of drought; 

Techniques in the analysis and 
foreqasting of weather systems; 

Interpretation and application of the 
products issued and applied methodo
logies developed by the Centre, etc.; 

(v) Upgrade capabilities to deliver the ACMAD 
programme at the Centre and at relevant national 
institutions. 

(c) Strategy for the implementation of the 
suggested activities 

Since ACMAD has also responsibility for capa
city building and strengthening institutions, its 
success will depend on the demand by users for its 
products. 

The objective is for ACMAD to complement the 
activities of national meteorological services in order 
to increase their contribution to national economic 
development. It is also ACMAD' s mandate to sensi
tize users as to the relevance of the application of 
meteorological data and products to support socio
economic development activities. The awareness of 
this relevance by the different sectors will generate 
demands on the national meteorological services 
and increase the demand for ACMAD products and 
services. Its network is made up of two levels of 
users, the major users and the end-users. The 
major users include national meteorological services, 
regional and continental early-warning systems, 
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regional meteorological centres, United Nations 
specialized agencies and multinational institutions. 
The end-users are those for whom the meteoro
logical information would have to be processed 
further and tailored to their needs at the national 
level by national meteorological services. They 
include national policy and decision makers, govern
ment and private sectors dealing with agriculture, 
water, environment, etc., and United Nations 
agencies and donors country representatives and 
relevant non-governmental organizations (NGOs). 

With this capacity-building strategy, cross
sectoral activities will be carried out with the major 
users and with the relevant policy and decision 
makers, government ministries and NGOs. A multi
disciplinary approach will be used for on-the-job 
training, workshops, seminars and study tours in 
the timely application of ACMAD products. 

To implement the four tasks ·and the various 
activities under each task, the meeting recom
mended the following: 

(a) To recruit two experts for tasks 1 and 2 
for two months each to develop the methodologies 
and prepare sample products; WMO to assist; 

(b) To recruit one expert for task 3 for one 
month; FAO/UNEP to assist; 

(c) To organize two expert meetings, one each 
for tasks 1 and 2 to review and contribute to the 
methodologies developed by the experts. Experts 
from regional and advanced centres such as DMCs, 
ECMWF, CAC, Australian Climate Centre, etc., 
should be invited to participate in these meetings; 

(d) ECA to assist in the development of 
projects for donor assistance based on the four 
tasks; 

(e) Nine professional staff are required to run 
the operations of the Centre, and these could be 
recruited as resources are made available/included 
in the projects to be developed. The existing 
secondment scheme should be continued; 

(f) UNDP, ECA, WMO, UNEP and FAO should 
provide assistance in mobilizing financial resources 
for the implementation and development of 
ACMAD's programme; 

(g) Organize the second ACMAD' s Partners 
Conference. 

(d) Resource implications 

To carry out the above activities within the 
framework of the strategies suggested, the 
immediate recruitment of three specialized pro
fessional staff (team leaders) and an additional six 
specialized staff will be required during the period of 
the current plan (1994-1996) (one expert for each 
of tasks 1, 2, 3 and 4, one for planning and one for 
equipment and software maintenance and develop
ment). 

(e) Institutional framework 

For the activities of ACMAD to be continued 
and strengthened, links with relevant economic 
sectoral ministries, including environment, should be 
added to the existing national mateo-service to 
ACMAD networks. ACMAD should organize, jointly 
with the relevant institutions, seminars/workshops 
for staff from relevant socio-economic sectoral 
Ministries. Other seminars/workshops should be 
organized to focus on NGOs, including women 
groups particularly those involved in agricultural 
projects as well as journalists. Such seminar will 
facilitate the dissemination and the proper use of 
ACMAD's products by the end-users (including 
farmers). 
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BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR MAY 1994/APRIL 1995- MAY 1995/APRIL 1996 

05/94-04/95 05/95-04/96 TOTAL 
W/M Amount W/M Amount 1994-

OBJECT OF EXPENDITURE $US $US 1996 

1 0.00 PERSONNEL 
10.01 Established staff 60 185,000 60 185,000 370,000 
10.02 Temporary staff 96 148,800 96 148,800 297,600 
1 0.03 Consultants 6 48,000 6 48,000 96,000 
10.04 Administrative support 70,000 70,000 140,000 

11.00 COMMON STAFF COSTS 125,000 125,000 250,000 

12.00 TRAINING 40,000 40,000 80,000 

13.00 TRAVEL TO MEETINGS 40,000 40,000 80,000 
13.01 Staff travel to meetings 
13.02 Board members travel to Board 

meetings 

14.00 OFFICIAL MISSIONS 50,000 50,000 100,000 

15.00 EQUIPMENT AND FURNITURE 
15.01 Expendable equipment 
15.02 Non-expendable equipment 30,000 30,000 60,000 
15.03 Furniture 15,000 15,000 30,000 

1 6.00 SUPPLIES 20,000 20,000 40,000 

17.00 PRINTING 20,000 20,000 40,000 

18.00 UTILITIES 48,000 48,000 96,000 

19.00 TELECOMMUNICATIONS 85,000 85,000 170,000 

20.00 RUNNING COSTS 
20.01 Maintenance of office equipment 
20.02 Maintenance of scientific equipment 
20.03 Maintenance and running of vehicles 40,000 40,000 80,000 
20.04 General maintenance 20,000 20,000 40,000 

21 .00 MISCELLANEOUS 
21.01 Sundry 14,000 14,000 28,000 

TOTAL 998,800 998,800 1,997,600 
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EXPLANATORY NOTES 

10.01 Established posts 

1994-1995: 
1 Director General x 12 w/m = 
12 x 45,000/pa = 45,000 

13.00 Travel to meetings 

ACMAD Board meetings; meetings of relevant ECA 
legislative bodies; WMO statutory meeting; relevant 
regional, subregional IGO meetings. 

14.00 Travel on official business 
4 professional staff x 12 w/m = 
48 x 35,000/pa = 140,000 
Total: 

1995-1996: 

Cost of staff travelling to (a) member States to 
185,000 deliver outputs of the work of the Centre and raise 

financial resources and (b) donors to negotiate the 
financing of projects. 

1 Director General x 12 w/m = 
12 x 45,000/pa = 45,000 
4 professional staff x 12 w/m = 
48 x 35,000/pa = 140,000 
Total 

1 0.02 Temporary staff 

185,000 

Seconded national experts (who will run the 
Centre's operational activities) - payment of living 
allowance and travel expenses as appropriate; 
technical support staff on temporary basis -
payment on a daily basis. They are responsible for 
maintenance of equipment and upkeep of premises. 

10.03 Consultants 

Resources persons (provide inputs into the Centre's 
programme) of daily subsistance allowance (DSA) 
and air transportation : 12 RP/2 weeks for each. 

10.04 General service staff 

15.00 Equipment and furniture 

Purchase of expendable and non-expendable equip
ment and furniture as well as operational vehicles. 
It will also include the rental and maintenance of 
scientific equipment: cost of maintenance and 
serv1cmg of electronic equipment (including 
mainframe computers). 

16.00 Supplies 

Supplies and material: Office and operational units 
furniture (paper and toner for the printers). 

17.00 Printing 

Acquisition of technical and scientific publications 
and books. Printing of meteorological maps for the 
forecast U!!it and publications of ACMAD products. 

18.00 Utilities 

1994-1995: 1 Administrative assistant/secretary, Payment of the electricity and water bills, etc. 
1 Typist, 2 Drivers, 1 Guard, 1 Cleaner 

1995-1996: In addition to those in 1994-1995, 1 
Accountant, 1 Guard, 1 Librarian, 6 Technicians 

11.00 Common staff costs 

Common staff costs will comprise post adjustment, 
housing allowance, education grant, medical treat
ment, insurance, housing allowance for experts 
seconded from member States. 

12.00 Training 

19.00 Telecommunications 

Cost of telephone, telex, fax and assigned 
telecommunication lines. 

20.00 Running costs 

Petrol and lubricants: cost of fuel, servicing of the 
existing equipment, etc. 

21 .00 Miscellaneous 

Sundry, cost of unexpected expenses, hospitality, 
Training of the users of ACMAD products. taxes, reception of visitors. 

76 ANNUAL REPORT 



RATIFICATION AND PAYMENT OF CONTRIBUTIONS 
due from the ratification year and for the financial period 1989-1993 (status as at 30 April 1994) 

Annual Contribution Contribution Arrears 
Countries amount Ratification date cumulated (US$) voluntary m/m in years 

1 . Algeria 80,000 18.09.91 1 
2. Angola 27,600 on progress 
3. Benin 6,500 on progress 
4. Botswana 6,500 on progress 
5. Burkina Faso 6,500 07.06.89 
6. Burundi 6,500 14.06.89 
7. Cameroon 32,600 28.12.89 
8. Cape Verde 6,500 on progress 
9. Central African Rep. 6,500 -
10. Chad 6,500 on progress 
11. Comoros 6,500 -
12. Congo 10,800 09.11.89 
13. Djibouti 6,500 -
14. Egypt 80,000 22.11.90 
15. Eq. Guinea 6,500 -
16. Ethiopia 21 '100 10.03.90 
17. Gabon 17,400 on progress 
18. Gambia 6,500 on progress 
19. Ghana 48,100 on progress 
20. Guinea 11 '1 00 20.06.88 
21. Guinea-Bissau 6,500 on progress 
22. Cote d'lvoire 33,800 ratified 
23. Kenya 34,900 29.04.91 
24. Lesotho 6,500 on progress 
25. Liberia 6,500 -
26. Libyan Arab Jam. 80,000 20.06.90 
27. Madagascar 13,900 18.06.90 
28. Mali 6,500 06.06.91 
29. Malawi 6,500 29.06.90 
30. Mauritania 6,500 on progress 
31. Mauritius 6,500 27.03.89 
32. Morocco 20,900 04.06.90 
33. Mozambique 16,300 on progress 
34. Niger 8,200 22.02.88 
35. Nigeria 80,000 18.03.88 
36. Rwanda 9,200 on progress 
37. Sao Tome & Principe 6,500 -
38. Senegal 13,400 06.07.89 
39. Seychelles 6,500 08.11.89 
40. Sierra Leone 7,200 -
41. Somalia 13,900 -
42. Sudan 23,500 on progress 
43. Swaziland 6,500 -
44. Togo 6,500 29.05.89 
45. Tunisia 48,200 07.04.88 
46. Uganda 6,500 on progress 
47. Tanzania 37,100 on progress 
48. Zaire 13,700 -
49. Zambia 15,500 on progress 
50. Zimbabwe 32,700 on progress 
51. Namibia xxxxxx -
52. Eritrea )()()()()()( -

1. The arrears of Algeria contribution are being transferred 

through UNDP/Aigiers. 

2. Partial contributions of Kenya and Nigeria are being 
transferred through UNDP/Nairobi and UNDP/Lagos. 

3. Niger contribution (5 years = $41 ,000) is being transferred 
to OPT/Niamey in order to settle the bill for the 
transmission of ACMAD products to the member States tor 
20 months. 

160,000 34 (18) 1 (-91) 

**** 08 (02) ***** 
**** 02 (01) ***** 
**** - (-) ***** 
**** 01 (01) 6 (89-93) 

10,400 - (-) 3 (92-93) 
63,409 04 (01) 3 (91-93) 

**** 03 (01) ***** 
- - (-) -

***** 01 (01) ***** 
- - (-) -

***** - (-) 6 (89-93) 
- (-) -
**** 03 (01) 4 (90-93) 
- - (-) -

83,400 05 (02) 0000000 

**** 01 (01) ***** 
**** - (-) ***** 
4444 - (-) ***** 
**** 03 (01) 5 (89-93) 

**** 03 (01) ***** 
**** 09 (03) 6 (89-93) 

10,000 25 (09) 2 (92-93) 

**** - (-) ***** 
- - (-) -

**** 06 (02) 4 (90-93) 
27,800 01 (01) 2 (92-93) 

**** 05 (02) 3 (92-93) 
19,500 03 (01) 1 (-93) 

**** - (-) ***** 
32,450 03 (01) 00000000 

***** 01 (01) 4 (90-93) 

**** 03 (01) ***** 
49,200 18 (04) 00000000 
50,000 18 (06) 4 (90-93) 

***** 12 (04) ***** 
- - (-) -

49,200 11 (04) 1 (-93) 

**** - (-) 6 (89-93) 
- - (-) -
- - (-) -

**** - (-) ***** 
- - (-) -
**** 01 (01) 5 (89-93) 

**** - (-) 5 (89-93) 

***** 10 (03) ***** 
***** 06 (02) ***** 
- - (-) -
**** 01 (01) ***** 
**** 04 (02) ***** 
- - (-) -
- - H -

4. The status of the contributions as at 30 April 1994 is as 
follows: 23 countries have ratified the Constitution, 18 
have confirmed that the process of ratification is on the 
way, 11 countries have honoured their financial 
contributions, (8) partially, (3) totally. 
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DCL. 1 (XXIX). 

C. Declarations 

Declaration on the re-integration 
of new democratic South Africa 
into Africa 

1. We, the African Ministers responsible for 
economic and social development and planning, 
meeting in the twenty-ninth session of the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Africa/twentieth 
meeting of the Conference of Ministers from 2 to 5 
May 1994 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, declare as 
follows: 

2. We recall that South Africa was one of the nine 
founding member States of the Economic Commis
sion for Africa and that by Economic and Social 
Council resolution 974D (XXXVI) of 30 July 1965 
was excluded from the work of the Commission 
until such time as it abandoned its racial policies. 

3. We welcome the radical changes that have 
taken place in South Africa since February 1990, 
particularly the dismantling of the system of 
apartheid, the adoption of a democratic constitution 
and the holding of the first non-racial general 
elections. We also welcome the fact that demo
cratic South Africa will soon take its rightful place 
in the community of nations and continental 
organizations such as the Economic Commission for 
Africa, the Organization of African Unity, the 
African Development Bank and in other regional and 
subregional groupings which the new government 
may decide to join. 

4. We note that successful constitutional change 
and the advent of a democratic government in 
South Africa will have far-reaching economic and 
political implications for South Africa itself, the 
neighbouring countries in Southern Africa and Africa 
as a whole. 

5. We believe that South Africa's membership of 
the African Economic Community will be beneficial 
to the Community and South Africa. 

6. We take note of Conference of Ministers 
document E/ECA/CM.20/35 entitled "Towards 
socio-econ·omic development of democratic South 
Africa: ECA's role in perspective", which dis
cussed, inter alia, ECA's initiatives in monitoring the 
process of transition in South Africa as well as its 
preparatory work in anticipation of post-apartheid 
South Africa and South Africa's eventual re
establishment of relations with the rest of the 
continent. 

7. We maintain that the legislative and technical 
machinery of ECA and its MULPOC subregional 
offices which could provide a useful forum for the 
sharing of development experiences, as well as 
ECA's analytical capacities and technical and 
advisory services based on a multi-sectoral 
approach to Africa's complex development 

problems, which could all be placed at the disposal 
of the new South Africa. 

8. We, therefore, request ECA, OAU and ADB 
within the context of the joint secretariat, other 
regional organizations and specialized agencies to 
assist, on the basis of priorities that may be 
established by the new South African Government, 
in the socio-economic development of South Africa. 

9. We call upon the international community and 
the multilateral financial and development institu
tions to lend their support to South Africa and to 
provide assistance as may be requested by the new 
South African government. 

1 0. We request the Executive Secretary of the 
UNECA to submit a report to ECOSOC in conformity 
with its resolution 974D (XXXVI) of 30 July 1965 
to recommend a re-admission of a democratic South 
Africa into the Commission. 

DCL.2 (XXIX). 

Done at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
4 May 1994. 

Declaration on a human develop
ment plan of action for Africa 

1 . We, the African Ministers responsible for 
economic and social development and planning, 
meeting in Addis Ababa from 2 to 5 May 1 994, 
recall "The Khartoum Declaration: Towards a 
Human-focused Approach to Socio-economic 
Recovery and Development", "The African Charter 
for Popular Participation in Development and 
Transformation", "The Human Development Agenda 
for Africa in the 1 990s and Beyond"; "The African 
Common Position on Human and Social Develop
ment in Africa", "The building, strengthening and 
effectively utilizing human capacities for sustained 
development in Africa" and the "Dakar/Ngor 
Declaration on Population, Family and Sustainable 
Development", in all of which it has been amply 
demonstrated that development will be sustainable 
only to the extent that it is centred on man. We 
resolutely re-affirm the centrality of the human 
being as the initiator and beneficiary of develop
ment, the agent through whom, by whom and for 
whom any sustainable development endeavour must 
be undertaken. 

2. We are deeply concerned that in spite of all the 
commitments made and the actions taken by 
African Governments and people, the human and 
social situation in Africa continues to deteriorate to 
the extent that much of the gains made earlier in 
human well-being have now been reversed. 
Nowhere, perhaps, is the intensity of human 
deprivation more acutely felt than in our region. 
Some 250 million people live in abject poverty. 
Malnutrition and starvation are widespread. A host 
of diseases continue to threaten the lives of millions 
and more than four and a half million children die 
each year largely from preventable diseases. 
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Millions of our people are denied primary health 
care, clean water and proper sanitation facilities. 
Access to education has been seriously eroded, 
leaving our youth, unprepared and ill-equipped for 
the world of work. Unemployment and under
employment have escalated, affecting adversely the 
lives of millions of people. Perennial armed con
flicts, civil strife and natural disasters continue to 
afflict the region, resulting in a heavy loss of human 
life, property and infrastructure and producing 
millions of displaced people and refugees. A con
tinuation of these conditions is not only morally 
repugnant but also poses a serious threat to peace, 
security and sustained development in our region 
and the rest of the world. 

3. These deteriorating conditions are further 
compounding our problems of building and streng
thening development capacity in the region which 
are manifest in the inadequacy of skills and know
ledge to rapidly create capital and technology; the 
weak and deteriorating physical infrastructure which 
has negatively affected the smooth functioning of 
.the State, society and e.oonomy; the absence of 
.effective institutions that· can create, maintain and 
continuously strengthen capacity; the disenabling 
political, cultural, economic and social environment 
severely limiting the empowerment and participation 
of the people in the development process; and 
shortcomings of governance, accountability and 
transparency for maintaining socio-economic and 
political equilibrium for the greatest good of all the 
people. In all cases, development capacity is 
created and nurtured by human beings in whom 
adequate investments in the form of education and 
training, health, productive employment and decent 
income need to be made on a sustainable basis. 

4. We have carefully examined Conference of 
Ministers document E/ECA/CM.20/9, entitled 
"Building, strengthening and effectively utilizing 
human capacities for sustained development in 
Africa" which reviews the situation in respect of 
human capacity building in our region, identifying 
the major human development priority areas and 
proposing strategies and policy measures to imple
ment the major human capacity development action 
programmes at the regional, subregional and 
national levels. We are more than ever determined 
to arrest the current intolerable human and social 
conditions and build and strengthen human capa
cities for sustainable development in Africa. 

5. Recognizing that no palliative or stop-gap 
measures can reverse the current alarming state of 
human and social conditions in the region and that 
nothing less than comprehensive action at the 
national, subregional and regional levels is 
warranted, we urge member States to give top 
priority to the implementation of people-centred 

development strategies, policies and programmes. 
We further call upon them. to substantially increase 
public expenditure in all areas' of human capacity 
building and in any case to maintain its growth at a 
'rate that is significantly above the population 
growth rate. Our social partners including indi
genous non-governmental organizations (NGOs), 
people's organizations and their communities can 
play an important role in improving human and 
social conditions and strengthening human capa
cities in the region. 

6. We are aware that although Africa's ·develop
ment will be brought about only through the hard 
work and determination of the Africans themselves, 
the international community also has an important 
role to play. Therefore, our efforts must be 
complemented by the concerted actions and 
unflinching support of their development partners -
bilateral and multilateral agencies, international 
NGOs and others. To this end, and as a first step, 
official development assistance (ODA) in support of 
human development should increase from its 
present level of 7 per cent to at least 20 per cent 
towards building and strengthening human capacity 
in Africa. We recognize that national efforts will 
not succeed without the increased and assured 
commitment and support of Africa's development 
partners. Also, through their support, a much
needed enabling external environment should be 
created in support of Africa's development efforts. 

7. Furthermore, we call on the organizations and 
agencies of the United Nations system to redouble 
their efforts and increase their activities in the field 
of human development and the building of human 
capacities in Africa. In this regard, we urge them to 
coordinate such support and efforts within the 
framework of the United Nations Inter-Agency Task 
Force on Human Development in Africa. 

8. We request the Executive Secretary of United 
Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECAI to 
prepare for us a "Human Development Plan of 
Action for Africa" in cooperation with the members 
of the United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on 
Human Development in Africa. The Plan of Action 
should elaborate on matters such as the required 
levels of support and mechanisms for coordination 
and harmonization of efforts by the United Nations 
system. 

9. We further request the Executive Secretary of 
the Commission to report to the ECA Conference of 
Ministers responsible for Economic and Social 
Development and Planning on the progress made in 
implementing this Declaration. 

Done at Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
4 May 1994. 
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1, United Nations, A/48/334. 

2. United Nations, A/48/335, annex, and Add.1 and 2. 

3. United Nations, A/48/336 and Corr.1. 

4. E/ECAiCM.20/3. 

5. E/ECA/CM.20/27. 

6. E/ECA/CM.20/27/Add.1. 

7. E/ECA/CM.27/Add.2. 

8. Resolution ECA/UNTACDA/Res.93/89. 

9. Document A/C.2/48/L.50/Rev.1. 

10. E/ECA/ATRCW/ARCC.XV/94/7, April 1994. 

11. This includes the functions requested in the statutes of the African Institute for Economic 
Development and Planning (IDEPI which shall be exercised by the Committee of Planners established 
in paragraph 4 of the terms of reference. 
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CHAPTER V 

FINAL COMMUNIQUE ISSUED BY THE CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS 
AT ITS TWENTIETH MEETING 

1 . The twenty-ninth session of the United 
Nations Economic Commission for Africa/twentieth 
meeting of the Conference of Ministers responsible 
for economic and social development and planning 
was held in Addis Ababa from 2 to 5 May 1994. 
The Conference, which coincided with the thirty
fifth anniversary of the Commission, had as its 
theme EGA at 35: Building critical capacities in 
Africa for accelerated growth and sustainable 
development. 

2. The Conference was formally opened by His 
Excellency, Mr. Meles Zenawi, President of the 
Transitional Government of Ethiopia and Chairman 
of the Council of Representatives. The Secretary
General of the United Nations sent a message which 
was read to the Conference. A message from the 
current Chairman of the Organization of African 
Unity, H.E. President Hosny Mubarak of the Arab 
Republic of Egypt, was read to the Conference by 
a special envoy. H.E. Alhaji Sir Dawda Kairaba 
Jawara, President of the Republic of the Gambia 
delivered a keynote address at the solemn opening 
ceremony. Statements were also delivered by Mr. 
Layashi Yaker, United Nations Under-Secretary
General and Executive Secretary of the Commis
sion; Mr. Salim Ahmed Salim, Secretary-General of 
the Organization of African Unity; Mr. Jean-Claude 
Milleron, United Nations Under-Secretary-General, 
Department of Economic and Social Information and 
Policy Analysis; and Ms. Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, 
UNDP Assistant Administrator and Director of the 
Regional Bureau for Africa. Ambassador Paul Marc
Henry and Ambassador Yaw Turkson also delivered 
statements as special guests of the Conference. 
The representative of Cameroon, outgoing Chairman 
of the Commission, Honourable Augustin Frederic 
Kodock, Minister of State for Planning and 
Territorial Development, addressed the Conference. 
H.E. Mr. Jack Tumwa, Ambassador of Kenya, 
moved a vote of thanks on behalf of participants. 

3. The session unanimously elected H.E. Mr. 
Mustapha Nabli, Minister of Planning and Regional 
Development of Tunisia, as Chairman. He was 
assisted by a Bureau composed of the following 
elected officers: H.E. Chief S.B. Daniyan, Minister 
of National Planning of Nigeria, First Vice-Chairman, 
H.E. Dr. K. Kayongo, Minister of Community 
Development and Social Welfare of Zambia, Second 
Vice-Chairman and H.E. Mr. Noel Borobo Epembia, 
State Secretary, Ministry of Economy and Planning 
of Gabon, as Rapporteur. 

4. The meeting was attended by representatives 
of the following member States of the Commission: 
Algeria, Angola, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, 

the Central African Republic, Chad, the Congo, COte 
d'lvoire, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, 
Ethiopia, Gabon, the Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, 
Kenya, Liberia, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Namibia, the Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, 
Sierra Leone, the . Sudan, Swaziland, the United 
Republic of Tanzania, Tunisia, Uganda, Zaire, 
Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

5. Observers from the following Member States 
of the United Nations were present: Belgium, 
Canada, China, Cuba, Democratic People's Republic 
of Korea, France, Germany, Greece, India, 
Indonesia, Iran, Israel, Italy, Japan, Norway, 
Republic of Korea, Romania, the Russian Federation, 
Spain, Sweden, United States of America and the 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. 

6. The Holy See and Palestine were also repre-
sented by observers. 

7. A representative of the African National Con-
gress (ANC) also participated at the Conference. 

8. The Organization of African Unity (OAU) and 
the African Development Bank (ADB), United 
Nations departments, organs and specialized 
agencies as well as several intergovernmental and 
non-governmental organizations including many 
ECA-sponsored institutions participated in the 
meeting. 

9. The Conference opened with a moment of 
silence in memory of the late Mr. Robert Kweku 
Atta Gardiner, former Executive Secretary of the 
Economic Commission for Africa, who passed away 
on 13 April 1994. 

1 0. The session was the culmination of a series of 
intergovernmental meetings which were success
fully held in Addis Ababa in the course of the 
previous two weeks. Together with other thematic 
conferences and technical meetings that had been 
held since the last session of the Commission, these 
meetings provided inputs into the work of the 
session. 

11 . The Conference conducted an in-depth review 
of the current economic and social situation in 
Africa and the prospects for 1994. It noted that 
economic performance in the period 1 9'90-1 993 had 
been about 1 .3 per cent on average per year; 
reflecting the decline in per capita output of 1 . 7 per 
cent per annum in that period. The Conference 
noted that regional output had grown by a mere 1 
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per cent in 1 993 and the forecast for 1 994 was 2 
to 2.5 per cent growth. 

12. In the context of the commemoration of the 
thirty-fifth anniversary of ECA during this session of 
the Conference, the Conference extended hearty 
congratulations to the Commission and paid special 
tribute to the founding fathers of the Organization 
whose vision has guided it since inception. The 
Conference noted that the occasion of the thirty
fifth anniversary offered an excellent opportunity to 
reflect on the institution's performance in promoting 
socio-economic development in Africa. It observed 
that ECA was an African institution which had 
served African interests very well in the past. In 
this regard, it also observed that ECA had been 
instrumental not only in establishing several sub
regional and regional institutions for economic 
development and integration, but also in articulating 
strategies for Africa's development. It expressed 
the hope that ECA' s lessons from past experience 
would inform and guide a renewed dedication and 
successful tackling of the problems impeding rapid 
economic development of African countries; and in 
playing a crucial, catalytic and supportive role in 
articulating Africa's interest in the future. 

13. The Conference underscored the timeliness, 
relevance and appropriateness of the Conference 
theme: "Building critical capacities in Africa for 
accelerated growth and sustained development". It 
noted that the rather limited results so far achieved 
from the economic reform programmes undertaken 
by member States were partly attributable to lack of 
critical capacities in many areas of economic 
management and development. Impetus for the 
theme was also provided by the changes which 
were taking place in the structure of the world 
economy which had heightened international com
petition. 

14. The consensus of the Conference was that if 
African countries were to be set on the path of 
sustained growth in the twenty-first century, it 
would be necessary to sustain and enhance capa
city building in the interlocking areas of human skills 
and talents development, strengthening national 
institutions and infrastructural development. It was 
emphasized that efforts at capacity building must 
address these three dimensions in each of the key 
priority areas, namely critical capacities in support 
of good governance, human rights, peace, security 
and political stability; critical capacities for effective 
socio-economic policy analysis and management; 
building and fully utilizing human capacities; 
developing entrepreneurial skills for public and 
private sector management; building and utilizing 
physical infrastructural capacities; capacities to 
exploit natural resources and diversify African 
economies into processing and manufacturing; 
strengthening capacities in support of food security 
and self-sufficiency; critical capacities for mobili
zation and efficient allocation of domestic and 
external financial resources. 

1 5. The Conference endorsed "A Framework 
Agenda for Building and Utilizing Critical Capacities 
in Africa: A Preliminary Report" which includes a 
"Proposed Regional Action Programme of Technical 
Cooperation in Capacity Building and Utilization in 
Africa" and which is a preliminary study and con
sensus framework embracing the key issues in 
capacity building and institutional development as 
well as the basis of a more detailed study to be 
presented at the 1 995 meeting of the Conference of 
Ministers. 

16. The Conference observed that the bulk of the 
financial resources required for domestic capital 
investment for capacity building in Africa in the next 
two decades would have to come from domestic 
savings. Nonetheless, substantial external resource 
requirements would be required. Over the period 
1995-2005, about US$433.8 billion (in 1994 
dollars) would be needed in external finance to 
offset Africa's investment and savings gap. 
Similarly, about $434.7 billion would be required to 
cover the region's debt-payments obligations during 
the same period. 

1 7. The Conference welcomed the coming into 
force of the Abuja Treaty establishing the African 
Economic Community. The Treaty was a bold step 
on the road to Africa's development. The Con
ference stressed that the implementation of the 
Treaty was a matter of utmost importance for 
Africa. The Conference emphasized the need for 
member States to promote policy convergence in 
the various sectors and policy issues covered in the 
Treaty. 

18. The Conference supported the objective of 
rationalization and harmonization of EGA-sponsored 
institutions and emphasized that the need for 
rationalization and harmonization of these insti
tutions was urgent. It was suggested that the ECA 
secretariat should hold further consultations with 
member States on this issue. 

19. The Conference noted that the conclusion of 
the Uruguay Round of negotiations of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), the Final 
Act of which was signed in Marrakesh, Morocco on 
15 April 1 994 had ushered in a new era of inter
national trade. The Conference noted with concern 
that African countries would gain the least from the 
agreement and, indeed, could incur losses initially. 
African countries with less diversified and competi
tive economies would lose their share of the market 
owing to the erosion of the trade preferences they 
enjoyed before the Uruguay Round agreement. In 
order to correct trade imbalances that would result 
from the rapid liberalization of world trade, African 
countries should receive more assistance from the 
international community, especially from the 
developed countries. 

20. The Conference reviewed Africa's prepara
tions for the forthcoming global conferences, 
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namely the World Conference on Natural Disaster 
Reduction to be held in Yokohama, Japan in 1994; 
the International Conference on Population and 
Deve!opment in Cairo, Egypt, 1994; the World 
Summit for Social Development in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, 1995; the fourth World Conference on 
Women in Beijing, China, 1995; and the second 
United Nations Conference on Human Settlements 
in Turkey, July 1996. The Conference noted the 
efforts that African countries have made and con
tinue to make in developing common platforms in 
preparation for these conferences. Member States 
were encouraged to intensify those efforts and 
present concerted and unified positions at the 
conferences. , 

21 . The Conference welcomed the proposal 
regarding the establishment of a trust fund for 
peace-building, post-conflict rehabilitation, 
reconstruction and development at ECA. It 
expressed the view that the trust fund will con
tribute to and facilitate ongoing efforts by the 
international community in post-conflict rehabilita
tion, reconstruction and development in Africa. 

22. In addition, the Conference took decisions on 
a number of other pertinent issues including the 
effective implementation of the United Nations New 
Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1 990s 
(UN-NADAFJ; strategies for marine/ocean develop
ment in Africa; enhancing the capacity of the Multi
national Programming and Operational Centres 
(MULPOCs); the situation in the least developed 
countries; strengthening the operational capacity of 
the United Nations Economic Commission for 
Africa; implementation of the programme for the 
second Industrial Development Decade for Africa, 
including the participation of the private sector; 
Africa and the crisis in international commodity 
agreements; promotion and expansion of intra
African trade; science and technology for develop-

ment, including strengthening regional capacities in 
seed pathology; establishment of an African Mone
tary Fund; strengthening information systems; and 
the Kampala Action Plan on an integrated approach 
to women's empowerment. 

23. The Conference paid tribute to the people of 
South Africa whose long and heroic struggle for 
liberation from the tyranny of apartheid was finally 
crowned with victory in the first-ever democratic 
elections which took place during the present meet
ing of the Conference. It welcomed with joy the 
birth of a new democratic South Africa under the 
leadership of President Nelson Mandela. The Con
ference further welcomed with profound satisfac
tion the possibility that at its next meeting in 1 995 
democratic South Africa would be an active and 
important participant. These developments were 
likely to enhance critical capacity building for 
economic cooperation and integration in southern 
Africa and the rest of the continent, in line with the 
current theme of the Conference. The Conference 
heard an address by a representative of the ANC, 
who expressed satisfaction at the opportunity to 
speak at this Conference at a time when his country 
was going through a profound political transition. 
The representative thanked the member States of 
the Commission for their support to liberation 
movements in the past. 

24. Finally, the Conference expressed its sincere 
appreciation to the Government and people of 
Ethiopia for their generous hospitality and for 
facilitating the work of the Commission. 

Done at the headquarters 
of the UNECA 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
5 May 1994 
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Annex I 

REPORT OF THE FIFTEENTH MEETING OF THE 
TECHNICAL PRE PARA TORY COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

(26 APRIL TO 1 MAY 1994) AS ADOPTED BY 
THE TWENTY-NINTH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION/ 

TWENTIETH MEETING OF THE CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS 

A. Attendance and organization of work 

1. The fifteenth meeting of the Technical Pre
paratory Committee of the Whole (TEPCOW) was 
held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 26 April to 1 
May 1994. The meeting was formally opened by 
H.E. Mr. Alemayehu Daba, Minister of Finance of 
the Transitional Government of Ethiopia. Mr. 
Layashi Yaker, United Nations Under-Secretary
General and Executive Secretary of the Economic 
Commission for Africa, also delivered a statement at 
the opening ceremony of the meeting. The repre
sentative of Kenya moved a motion of thanks. 

2. The meeting was attended by representatives 
of the following member States of the Commission: 
Algeria, Angola, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, 
the Central African Republic, Chad, the Congo, COte 
d'lvoire, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, 
Ethiopia, Gabon, the Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, 
Kenya, Liberia, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, 
Mozambique, Namibia, the Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, 
Senegal, Sierra Leone, the Sudan, Swaziland, 
Uganda, the United Republic of Tanzania, Tunisia, 
Zaire, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

3. Observers from the following Member States 
of the United Nations were present: China, Demo
cratic People's Republic of Korea, France, Greece, 
India, Indonesia, Israel, Japan, Norway, Romania, 
the Russian Federation, Spain and Federal Republic 
of Yugoslavia. 

4. The Holy See and Palestine, not Members of 
the United Nations, were also represented by 
observers. 

5. The following United Nations bodies and 
specialized agencies were represented: Regional 
Commissions New York Office (RCNYO), United 
Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF), United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), United 
Nations University (UNU), International Trade Centre 
(UNCTAD/GATT), World Food Programme (WFP), 
International Labour Organisation (fLO), Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO), United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), World Health 
Organization (WHO), International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), International Telecommunication Union (ITU), 
World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and 
Office of the Special Coordinator for Africa and 

Least Developed Countries of the United Nations 
(UN-OSCAL/DPCSD). 

6. The Organization of African Unity (OAU) and 
the African Development Bank (ADB) were repre
sented. 

7. Observers were present from the following 
intergovernmental organizations: African Associa
tion for Public Administration and Management 
(AAPAM), African, Caribbean and Pacific Group 
(ACP), African Centre for Applied Research and 
Training in Social Development (ACARTSOD), 
African Centre of Meteorological Applications for 
Development (ACMAD), African Institute for Econo
mic Development and Planning (IDEP), African 
Regional Centre for Engineering, Design and Manu
facturing (ARCEDEM), African Regional Organization 
for Standardization (ARSO), Agence africain de bio
technologie, Arab Maghreb Union (AMU), Associa
tion of African Trade Promotion Organizations 
(AATPO), Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS), lnstitut de formation et de 
recherche demographiques (IFORD), Intergovern
mental Authority on Drought and Development 
(IGADD), International Centre for Insect Physiology 
and Ecology (ICIPE), International Livestock Centre 
for Africa (ILCA), Permanent Inter-State Committee 
for Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS}, Preferen
tial Trade Area for Eastern and Southern African 
States (PTA), Regional Centre for Training in Aero
space Surveys (RECT AS) and Regional Institute for 
Population Studies (RIPS). 

8. The Committee elected the following officers: 

Chairman: 
First Vice-Chairman: 

Tunisia 
Nigeria 
Zambia 
Gabon 

Second Vice-Chairman: 
Rapporteur: 

9. The Committee established an open-ended 
sub-committee on resolutions and also entrusted it 
the task of examining in detail the preliminary report 
on a framework agenda for building and utilizing 
critical capacities in Africa (document E/ECA/
CM.20/6). This sub-committee was chaired by the 
first Vice-Chairman (Nigeria). The sub-committee 
consisted of the following core members: 

West Africa: 
East Africa: 
Southern Africa: 
North Africa: 
Central Africa: 

Sierra Leone and Senegal 
Uganda and Madagascar 
Mozambique and Swaziland 
Egypt and Sudan 
Congo and Cameroon 
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B. Agenda 

10. On 26 April 1994, the Committee adopted 
the following agenda: 

86 

Conference theme: 
ECA at 35: Building critical capacities 

in Africa for accelerated growth 
and sustainable development 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Opening of the meeting. 

Election of officers. 

Adoption of the agenda and 
organization of work. 

PART I. Perspectives of Africa's socio
economic development 

4. (a) Economic Report on Africa, 
1994; 

(b) Report on the implementation of 
the United Nations New Agenda 
for the Development of Africa in 
the 1990s (UN-NADAF); 

(c) Towards socio-economic 
development of democratic 
South Africa: ECA's role in 
perspective; 

(d) Biennial report of the Executive 
Secretary on the work of the 
Commission, 1992-1993. 

PART II. Conference theme: ECA at 35: 

5. 

Building critical capacities in 
Africa for accelerated growth 
and sustainable development 

(al Critical capacities in support of 
good governance, human rights, 
political stability, peace and 
security in Africa; 

(b) Critical capacities for effective 
socio-economic policy analysis 
and management; 

(c) Building, strengthening and effec
tively utilizing human capacities 
for sustained development in 
Africa; 

(d) Developing entrepreneurial capa
cities for public and private 
sector enterprise; 

(e) Developing Africa's physical 
infrastructural capacities; 
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(f) Capacity building: Capacity 
building for food production, food 
security and self-sufficiency in 
Africa; 

(g) Capacities to exploit natural 
resources and diversify African 
economies into processing and 
manufacturing; 

(h) Critical capacities for the mobi
lization and efficient allocation of 
domestic and external financial 
resources. 

PART Ill. Regional and global cooperation 
for development in Africa 

6. (a) Policy convergence for regional 
economic cooperation and inte
gration: implementation of the 
Treaty establishing the African 
Economic Community; 

(b) Preliminary assessment of the 
impact of the Uruguay Round 
agreements on African 
economies; 

(c) Implementation of the African 
Strategies for the Implementation 
of Agenda 21 and the African 
Common Position; 

(d) Preparations for global con
ferences: 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

World Summit for Social 
Development; 

Fourth World Conference 
on Women; 

International Conference 
on Population and Develop
ment; 

(ivl Second United Nations 
Conference on Human 
Settlements (Habitat II); 

(v) African Common Position 
and the International 
.Decade for Natural 
Disaster Reduction and the 
World Conference; 

{e) Women and economic empower
ment in Africa: 

The African Federation of 
Women Entrepreneurs 
(AFWE) and the creation of 



(f) 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

(j) 

PART IV. 

7,. (a} 

an African bank for 
women: Progress report; 

Report of the Ad hoc Committee 
of member States on the 
rationalization and harmonization 
of ECA-sponsored institutions; 

Implementation of the Addis 
Ababa ·Plan of Action for 
Statistical Development in Africa 
in the 1990s: Progress report; 

Science and technology for the 
developme~t of Africa; 

Strategy and Programme of 
Action for marine and ocean 
affairs in Africa; 

Activities in the field of 
emergency relief, humanitarian 
assistance, rehabilitation, 
reconstruction and development 
in Africa: (~ritrea, Ethiopia, 
Burundi, Rwanda, Mozambique). 

Statutory issues 

Staff and administrative ques
tions; 

(b) Issues from the subsidiary organs 
and sectoral bodies of the Com
mission calling for action by the 
Conference of Ministers. 

PART V. Programme of work and priorities 
of the Commission 

8. (a) Proposals for updating the 1994-
1995 programme of work and 
priorities in the light of General 
Assembly appropriations; 

(b) Programme evaluation in the 
Economic Commission for Africa; 

(c) Strengthening ECA'.s operational 
capacity: Extrabudgetary 
resources; current situation and 
prospects. 

9. Any other business. 

10. Date and venue of the sixteenth 
meeting of the Technical Preparatory 
Committee. of. ~he. Whole (TEPCOW) ~ 

11. Adoption of the. report. 

12. Closure of the meeting. 

11 . The Committee observed, on 29 April 1994, 
a moment of silence to honour the memory of late 
Mr. Robert K.A. Gardiner, Executive Secretary of 
ECA (1963-1975), who passed away recently. 

C. Account of proceedings 

Opening addresses 

12. In his opening statement, His Excellency Mr. 
Alemayehu Daba, Minister of Finance of the Transi
tional Government of Ethiopia, welcomed partici
pants to the meeting and observed that the main 
challenge confronting Africa was to remove the 
sources of economic stagnation and provide better 
living conditions for its people. 

13. The Minister observed that with increasing 
population, low GOP growth rate, worsening terms 
of trade and the increasing burden of debt servicing, 
the people of the region were today poorer than 
they were at independence. He noted that struc
tural adjustment pro-grammes (SAPs) that were 
being pursued by several African countries were 
important but could not solve all development 
problems. What Africa needed, the Minister 
emphasized, was the building of critical indigenous 
capacities in the areas of human resources, techno
logy, good governance, infrastructure development 
and agriculture in order to ensure an effective take
off of African econoinies. 

14. The Minister informed the Committee that 
since coming to power, the Transitional Government 
of Ethiopia has taken a lot of policy measures in the 
political, economic and social. spheres towards the 
promotion of the rapid socio-economic developmer~t 
of the country. At the political level, greater 
decision-ma!<ing pqwer in economic and social areas 
had been given to the local governments formed 
after democratic elections. 

15. At the economic level, the long-term strategy 
was to reduce the role of the State in the economy 
in favour of the private sector. Another important 
emphasis was the development of an export
oriented, agro-based industrial sector utilizing 
abundant existing raw mater~als and labour
intensive methods. The results of the implementa
tion of these economic recovery programmes had 
been ve~y encouraging as the economy of Ethiopia 
grew by. 7~.6 per cent in 1993. This rate was 
expected .to fall to 3 per cent in the current year 
only because of the prevailing drought. Much 
progres~ had been made in such strategic social 
areas as education, health, 'among other sectors. 

16. The Minister concluded by noting that the 
theme of the current session, which was building 
critical capaci~ies in Africa for accelerated growth 
and sustainable development,. was very important 
considering the current economic and social state of 
the continent. 
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17. Mr. Layashi Yaker, United Nations Under
Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of the 
Economic Commission for Africa, welcomed all 
participants to the fifteenth meeting of TEPCOW. 
He expressed, on behalf of all participants, sincere 
appreciation to the Minister of Finance of the 
Transitional Government of Ethiopia for officiating 
at the opening session of the meeting. He said that 
the Minister's presence was indicative of the strong 
support that the people and the Government of 
Ethiopia extended to the United Nations and ECA. 
He observed that the present meeting coincided 
with the thirty-fifth year of the Commission and said 
that this anniversary would offer an opportunity to 
reflect on the role of the Commission and on the 
challenges ahead in Africa's development. 

1 8. The Executive Secretary noted that the 
twentieth meeting of the Conference of Ministers 
was convening under the theme "Building critical 
capacities in Africa for accelerated growth and 
sustainable development". He made the observa
tion that Africa's poor economic performance had 
been largely due to the lack of adequate indigenous 
capacities, including critical human skills, an effec
tive institutional framework and infrastructural 
facilities. Taking into account the capacity con
straints among the African countries, the secretariat 
had prepared several documents for the considera
tion of TEPCOW, intended to enhance critical capa
cities for the accelerated growth and sustainable 
development of the region. These documents 
covered priority areas such as critical capacities in 
support of good governance, human rights, political 
stability, peace and security in Africa; critical 
capacities for effective socio-economic policy 
analysis and management; building, strengthening 
and effectively utilizing human capacities for 
sustained development in Africa; developing entre
preneurial capacities for public and private sector 
enterprises; developing Africa's physical infrastruc
tural capabilities; capacity building for food pro
duction, food security and self-sufficiency in Africa; 
building capacities to exploit natural resources and 
diversify African economies into processing and 
manufacturing; and building critical capacities for 
the mobilization and efficient allocation of domestic 
and external financial resources. 

19. The Executive Secretary observed that the 
poor regional growth performance in Africa in 1993 
mainly reflected the decline in mining output, the 
drastic fall in commodity prices and lower export 
earnings. Indeed, export values had slipped in 1993 
while import values and the level of external debt 
had increased. He further observed that the crop 
failure in the Horn of Africa appeared to have led to 
another round of famine thereby casting doubts on 
national and subregional processes to anticipate, 
prevent and manage famines. Hence, he said there 
was urgent need to strengthen the capacity for 
drought management rather than depend on interna
tional support to alleviate the immediate suffering of 
affected people. 

20. Concerning international trade, the Executive 
Secretary said that the signing of the Final Act of 
the Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotia
tions in Marrakesh, Morocco, was significant to 
Africa 1n five ways: products and services had been 
brought under multilateral trading discipline; the 
reduction of export subsidies and domestic support 
would result in higher food import bills for many 
African countries; the deep cuts in tariffs in Africa's 
export products would reduce preferential margins 
that African countries had enjoyed within the Lome 
Convention and the Generalized System of Pre
ferences; and possibilities now existed to join the 
newly created World Trade Organization. He said 
that a preliminary assessment of the Uruguay Round 
Agreements revealed that world trade would grow 
when the Uruguay Agreements entered into effect, 
but Africa stood to gain the least from the agree
ments. Given such a situation. African countries' 
hopes rested in greater diversification of their 
economies. 

21 . The Executive Secretary welcomed the entry 
into force of the Abuja Treaty establishing the 
African Economic Community following the attain
ment of the required number of ratifications by 
member States. He urged member States to ensure 
the successful implementation of the Treaty. 

22. He expressed regret that though the imple
mentation of the United Nations New Agenda for 
the Development of Africa in the 1990s (UN
NADAFI had entered its third year, economic 
growth targets and ODA flows set in UN-NADAF 
had yet to be realized. Thus, the international 
community had to intensify efforts to realize the set 
goals particularly within the framework of the 
diversification fund for African commodities. 

23. He informed the Committee that, as recom
mended in 1993. an Ad hoc Committee of 10 
member States set up by the Conference of 
Ministers had reviewed the report prepared by the 
secretariat on the cost-benefit analysis of the 
harmonization and rationalization of ECA-sponsored 
institutions. He urged TEPCOW to act on the 
recommendations of the Ad hoc Committee. 

24. The Executive Secretary stated that the 
Commission had continued to face financial diffi
culties owing to stagnant regular budget allocations 
from the General Assembly, significant falls in total 
extrabudgetary resources including especially 
resources from UNDP, UNFPA, some bilateral 
partners and UNTFAD. These latter falls had 
seriously affected the delivery of technical co
operation programmes including support to the 
sponsored institutions. That situation challenged 
the secretariat and member States of the Commis
sion to seek new funding avenues so as to meet the 
increasing demands for the Commission's products 
and services. 
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25. In conclusion, the Executive Secretary 
rejoiced at the first multi-racial and democratic 
elections that were being held in South Africa as 
the Committee was meeting. Africa and ECA were 
looking forward to welcoming South Africa back to 
the family of African nations and in particular into 
the mainstream of African affairs. 

26. The representative of Kenya moved a vote of 
thanks on behalf of the participants. He thanked 
H.E. Mr. Alemayehu Oaba for his statement which 
had underlined the major political, economic and 
social measures undertaken by the Transitional 
Government of Ethiopia towards the promotion of 
the rapid socio-economic development of the 
country. He also thanked him for the inspiration 
that he had given the meeting concerning the impor
tance of building critical capacities for the 
accelerated growth and sustainable development of 
Africa. 

27. He expressed gratitude to the President of the 
Transitional Government of Ethiopia, H.E. Mr. Meles 
Zenawi and to the Government and people of 
Ethiopia, for the hospitality and courtesies accorded 
to the participants. Lastly, he thanked the Execu
tive Secretary for his statement and the secretariat 
of the Commission for the quality of the documents 
produced for the meeting of the Committee. 

PART I. 
PERSPECTIVES OF AFRICA'S SOCIO

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Economic Report on Africa, 1994 [agenda item 4 
(a)] 

28. Under this agenda item, the Committee con
sidered document E/ECA/CM.20/2 entitled 
"Economic Report on Africa, 1994". It took note .of 
the report and congratulated the secretariat for the 
high quality of the analysis in the document. It 
nonetheless regretted the lateness with which the 
report was issued for the consideration of the Com
mittee. The Committee requested that in future, 
the report should be sent to member States for 
review and comments weeks before the meeting of 
TEPCOW. It was further suggested that in future 
the report should be released on a specific date 
annually and well in advance of the beginning of 
TEPCOW, to enable member States sufficient time 
to study the report. 

29. Regarding economic performance in Africa in 
1993 and prospects for 1994, the Committee noted 
that the macroeconomic performance of the region 
had followed the disappointing trend of the past 1 5 
years. Regional output had grown by only one per 
cent in 1 993 after having virtually stagnated in 
1992 with a growth rate of 0.4 per cent. This rate 
in 1 993 contrasted with the population growth rate 
exceeding 3.0 per cent per year. The mean annual 
growth rate of GOP over the period 1990-1993 had 
been about 1 .3 per cent, reflecting the decline in 

per capita output of about 1 . 7 per cent on average 
per annum and an increase in the incidence of 
poverty. The factors responsible for the economic 
crisis in Africa, namely structural weaknesses and 
the extreme vulnerability of national economies to 
external shocks continued to have an impact 
despite several years of structural adjustment. To 
the traditional factors of inclement weather, 
deteriorating terms of trade and the debt overhang 
had been added such new ones as political crises 
which had, in some cases, done considerable 
damage to economic and social infrastructures. 

30. The Committee took note of the fact that 
despite the overall disappointing performance, there 
were differences among countries and among 
economic groupings. Output growth in North Africa 
had declined from 2. 7 per cent in 1991 to 0.9 per 
cent in 1992 and 0.8 per cent in 1993. The 
drought which affected all the Maghreb countries 
had reduced irrigation potential with adverse effects 
on the level of agricultural production. The diffi
culties in the oil sector of some of the countries had 
also had a negative influence on the economic per
formance of the subregion. In Central Africa where 
the performance of mineral commodity exporters 
determined the level of subregional growth, per
formance had been particularly poor for the second 
year running. GOP fell by 4.6 pe'r cent in 1993 
after declining by 4.8 per cent in 1992. In Eastern 
and Southern Africa, growth rates in 1 993 had 
clearly outstripped those of 1992. The respective 
figures were 2.6 and 1 .2 per cent in 1993 com
pared to negative rates in 1992. The agricultural 
sector in this group of countries benefitted from 
improved weather conditions. In the Horn of Africa, 
however, weather conditions deteriorated in late· 
1993 and early 1994, seriously threatening agricul
tural and food production. In West Africa, GOP 
growth exceeded the regional average but fell below 
that of 1992. Subregional output in West Africa 
increased by 2. 7 per cent as a result of the good 
1992/1993 farming season. 

31 . The Committee noted that though food pro
duction had increased by 3.3 per cent, the total 
food aid requirements of Africa remained high. 
Fourteen countries of the region were facing 
extremely high food deficits because of drought or 
civil strife. However, the output of industrial crops 
had increased in 1993 with the exception of cocoa. 
The new thrust given to agricultural development 
policies through the liberalization of trade in goods, 
the removal of certain regulatory bottlenecks and 
the pursuit of strategies designed to check environ
mental degradation had largely helped to raise pro
duction levels. Mineral production, however, had 
been steadily declining since 1 991, because of poli
tical instability in the major producing areas of 
certain countries and the fall in demand following 
recession in the industrial countries. Manufacturing 
value added had increased by nearly 1.3 per cent in 
1993, accounting for 12 per cent of GOP. A series 
of bottlenecks such as the rising cost of inputs, raw 
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material supply difficulties and rising labour, credit 
and other servicing costs had constrained the per
formance of the sector. 

32. The Committee was concerned about 
developments in the external sector characterized 
by the sharp drop in the prices of agricultural 
commodities and export earnings, the persistence of 
recession in the OECD countries, the continuing 
dearth of foreign investments and dwindling official 
development assistance. As reflected in the global 
price index, the prices of commodities declined 
again by 10.3 per cent in 1993. Generally, the 
external trade indicators of Africa had deteriorated. 
The value of total exports declined by 0.2 per cent 
in 1 993 while that of imports increased by 1 .3 per 
cent. Thus, the terms of trade had further 
deteriorated from 4.1 per cent in 1992 to 5.5 per 
cent in 1993. The poor performance of Africa's 
external trade sector could be ascribed to the 
rigidity of production structures which did not allow 
for export diversification at a time when there were 
many synthetic goods in the world market. 

33. The Committee noted that the debt burden 
continued to weigh heavily on export revenues and 
absorbed significant amounts of resources which 
could have been channelled into financing develop
ment. The stock of external debt was $US285.4 
billion in 1993 and amounted to 95.9 per cent of 
regional GOP as compared to 89.6 per cent in 
1992. Owing to the persistence of the debt crisis 
and its adverse effects on recovery efforts, it had 
become urgent to develop a debt strategy that 
would significantly reduce Africa's debt burden. 
The net flow of resources to Africa in 1992 
remained modest and the trend continued in 1993. 

34. The Committee regretted the adverse 
influence of certain aspects of the current economic 
reforms and political transitions on the social 
conditions in Africa. Social and human conditions 
had deteriorated further in 1993, bringing about 
wider incidence of absolute and relative poverty. At 
present, it is estimated that 220 million Africans 
could no longer satisfy their most basic food needs. 
Unemployment, particularly among the youth, had 
been one major factor responsible for this social 
decline and indeed placed social equilibrium at great 
risk. The high rate of illiteracy among women who 
constituted an important socio-economic group in 
Africa was an impediment to development efforts. 
The achievement of social integration would 
reinforce the capacity of the African family to meet 
its socio-economic needs. 

35. The Committee was concerned about the 
economic prospects for 1 994 which, while being 
unclear on the external front, would continue to be 
dominated by such domestic factors as weather 
conditions and civil strife. In the absence of 
tangible signs that the economic situation in Africa 
and the world would change, the real GOP growth 
rate of the region in 1 994 is expected to be in the 

range of 2 to 2.5 per cent. These projections 
would vary, however, from one grouping to another 
depending on the performance of the most decisive 
production sectors. 

36. In the view of the Committee, the pursuit of 
economic policies dictated by structural adjustment 
would determine future economic performance but 
given the effect of such programmes on the most 
vulnerable people in society and the overall impact 
on the social situation in Africa, the Committee 
called for the strengthening of domestic capacities 
in Africa to manage reforms. In that regard, the 
Committee feit that it might be worthwhile to 
conduct an evaluation of the use of certain policy 
instruments advocated in ECA's African Alternative 
Framework for Structural Adjustment Programmes 
(AAF-SAPs) for the benefit of the region as a whole. 

3 7. The representatives of some delegations 
pointed out certain inaccu"racies in some of the 
information and references to their countries 
contained in the report and requested that these be 
corrected. The Committee agreed that delegations 
which felt that the facts or figures relating to the 
economic and social situation in their countries 
were not correctly reflected in the report should 
present their written comments to the secretariat. 

38. The Committee took note of the report in the 
light of the above observations. 

Implementation of the United Nations New Aoenda 
for the Development of Africa in the 1990s fUN
NADAFJ [agenda item 4 (b)] 

39. Under this agenda item, the Committee con
sidered document E/ECA/CM.20/3 entitled "Report 
on the implementation of the United Nations New 
Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1 990s 
(UN-NADAF)". 

40. The Committee took note of the guiding prin
ciples for the implementation of the New Agenda, 
namely that (a) African Governments and people 
had primary responsibility for the economic and 
social development of their countries; and (b) there 
was need for shared responsibility and genuine 
partnership between Africa and the international 
community. 

41 . The Committee observed that the New 
Agenda provided a consensual framework, setting 
desired objectives for the economic recQvery and 
social development of Africa. Accordingly, it 
spelled out the policies and actions to be pursued in 
areas of regional cooperation and integration, in 
such other sectors as agriculture, food, health, 
population, environment, industrial development and 
transport and communications. 

42. The Committee noted the activities under
taken by African countries and the international 
community (including the United Nations system) to 
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honour their respective commitments under the 
New Agenda. African countries had pursued 
economic reforms, the consolidation of democratic 
governance, the promotion of human development, 
the development of the food and agriculture sector 
and the protection of the environment. They had 
also shown much deterrrunation to speeding up the 
process of cooperation and integration. 

43. On its part, the international community had 
mobilized assistance to help Africa cope with emer
gency situations arising from drought or armed con
flicts. Other initiatives had focused on official debt 
relief for certain African countries and support to 
the African Capacity Building Foundation (ACBF). 
However, the Committee regrE!tted that the support 
of Africa's development partners had been far 
below expectation, particularly with regard to the 
reduction of the external debt burden, commodity 
price support and the increase of resource flows for 

-development. 

44. · The United Nations system had intensified its 
advocacy for greater assistance to Africa. and 
worked to strengthen the various coordinating 
mechanisms for that purpose. In that regard, a 
System-wide Plan. of Action for African Economic 
Recovery and Development had been prepared. The 
Secretary~General had established a Panel of High
level Personalities on African Development chaired 
by himself. 

45. While noting with appreciation the encourag
ing initiatives. taken during the first three years 
following the adoption of the New Agenda, the 

·Committee expressed conce.rn at the fact that 
Africa was still facing grave difficulties manifested 
in deepening poverty and the persistence -of many 
structural impediments, in particular the fragile 
nature of its human, institutional, infrastructural and 
financial base for promoting self-sustaining develop
ment. 

46. The Committee noted that the conclusions of 
the preliminary report of the Secretary-General on 
the implementation of the New Agenda had been 
taken into account by the secretariat while pre
paring the document·under consideration. It under
scored the need for strengthening African capacities 
required for the implementation of.the New Agenda, 
the need for mobilizing and more effectively using 
domestic and external resources to achieve the 
priority objectives set by Africans themselves and 
that of taking the regional dimension of African 
development into account. 

4 7. The Committee stressed the need to har
monize the implementation of the New Agenda and 
the Abuja Treaty establishing the African Economic 
·Community. · Such ·harmonization should be 
seriously considered by the Panel of Hjgh-level 
Personalities on African Development chaired by the 
Secretary-General and properly reflected in the 

System-wide Plan of Action. for African Economic 
Recovery and Deve(opmer;tt. , 

48. While the successful implementation of the 
New Agenda primarily depended on the efforts of 
. member States, the issue of resources remained 
crucial. Hence, the Committee underscored the 
-.importance of the . diversification fund for African 
commodities and hoped that negotiations regarding 
its establishment would be pursued vigorously by 
the African .Group at the United Nations in New 
York. 

49. The Committee underlined the importance of 
promoting trade among African countries and 
between Africa and the rest of the world within the 
process of economic recovery, coordination, follow
up and evaluation of the implementation of the New 
Agenda. The Committee urged both the interna
tional community and the United Nations system to 
mobilize themselves to give consistent support to 
the efforts of the.African States. The Committee 
appreciated ECA's role in promoting the coordina
tion among_. ttl~ various agencies in the. United 
Nations system but observed that the. level of 
regular budget resources allocated to the Commis
sion for that purpose was grossly inadequate. 

50. The Committee recommended that the 
twentieth meeting of the ECA Conference of 
Ministers should adopt a resolution calling upon 
Africa's development partners to honour their com
mitments under the New Agenda and requesting the 
Secretary-General to consider the possibility of 
strengthening. the. capacity of the ECA secretariat to 
coordinate, foUow-up and evaluate the implementa
tion of the New Agenda, in close cooperation with 
OAU, ADB and the United Nations agencies. 

51 . The Committee took note of the report in the 
light of the above-stated observations and adopted 
draft resolution 1 (XV). 

Towards socio-economic development of demo
cratic South Africa: ECA 's role in perspective 
[agenda item 4 (c)] 

52. Under this agenda item, the Committee con
sidered document E/ECA/CM.20/33 entitled "To
wards socio-economic development of democratic 
South Africa: ECA's role in perspective". 

53. The Committee noted with satisfaction efforts 
made by ECA to monitor closely events in Southern 
Africa and the establishment by ECA of a Southern 
African desk as well as its active participation in the 
various activities undertaken in preparation for a 
democratic South Africa. 

54. The Committee took note of the s.acio
ecooomic challenges. that the Republic of South 
Africa would fac;:e during the post-apartheid period 
as well as their implications for countries of the 
continent, in particular those of Southern Africa. 
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The Committee expressed the hope that the admis
sion of South Africa into subregional organizations 
in the future would greatly contribute to trans
forming the relations between Southern African 
countries and South Africa from those of depen
dence to mutually advantageous partnership and 
cooperation. The Committee recommended that 
ECA conduct an in-depth study on the establish
ment of mechanisms to ensure that cooperation 
between South Africa and other African countries 
led to balanced and mutually beneficial relation
ships. Such mechanisms could be in the form of 
joint committees between South Afnca and other 
Afncan countnes. 

55. The Committee noted that ECA could assist 
post-apartheid South Afnca both in dealing w1th 1ts 
domestic socio-economic problems and re
integrating into the Southern African region and 
Africa at large. For instance. ECA can put its 
expertise and accumulated experience in develop
ment management at the disposal of South Africa in 
addressing issues of public service reforms, the 
establishment of vocational training programmes 
and advancement of women in development as well 
as articulating strategies and policies for 
development. 

56. Concerning the role of ECA in the process of 
integrating South Africa into the rest of Africa, the 
Committee recognized the vital role that the Com
mission could play in developing strategies to 
promote economic ties with the rest of the con
tinent, in particular through rationalization and 
harmonization of institutional mechanisms governing 
the integration process of the Southern African 
subregion, namely PTA/COMESA, SADC as well as 
SACU. The Committee however recogn1zed that 
the success of that integration process would 
depend on the will and commitment of South Africa 
and African countnes themselves. 

57. While recognizing the need for ECA to assist 
South Afnca in overcommg the legacy of apartheid 
in economic and social development, several delega
tions called attention to the fact that some coun
tries in Southern Africa might have transitional 
problems relating to post-apartheid South Africa. 
There was thus need for ECA to extend assistance 
not only to South Africa but also to other countries 
in Southern Africa. In this connection, ECA was 
requested to provide, in collaboration with OAU and 
other institutions, assistance to countries which 
might encounter such possible transitional problems. 

58. Some delegations expressed the view that the 
fast pace of events in South Africa appeared to 
have overtaken some of the data on which the 
analysis in the document was based. The docu
ment needed to be revised and updated. Some 
terms used in the document were found inappro
pnate reflecting as thev did the legacy of apartheid. 
It was aiso felt that a document of th1s nature 
should have reflected the ANC's agenda for the 

socio-economic development of South Africa. The 
role of the private sector and the business com
munity at large needed to be highlighted also. 

59. Emphasizing that many measures were 
required for promoting South Africa's re-integration 
1nto Africa, the Committee suggested that action 
should be taken to foster people-to-people contacts 
between citizens of South Africa and other African 
countries; develop investors guide and profiles 
showing investment opportunities in South Africa 
and other African countries; and prepare a list of 
African treaties which South Africa would be 
required to s1gn. 

60. The Committee acknowledged France's offer 
to organize a round-table of funding agencies for 
South Africa scheduled for June 1994. 

61 . The Committee took note of the report and 
adopted draft declaration DCL.1 !XVI on the re
integration of new non-racial democratic South 
Afnca mto Africa which appears as annex Ill of this 
report. 

Biennial Report of the Executive Secretary on the 
work of the Commission [agenda item 4 (d)] 

62. The Committee considered document E/ECAt
CM.2014 entitled "Biennial Report of the Executive 
Secretary 1992-1993". 

63. The Committee noted that the most signifi
cant outcome of the review of the work programme 
for the 1992-1993 biennium was the regrouping of 
the subprogrammes, leading to their reduction from 
twenty-one to nine. This was designed to promote 
synergy among related subprogrammes and, at the 
same time, deepen the impact of the Commission's 
work in support of member States. The reorgani
zation of the intergovernmental machinery of the 
Comm1ssion was also completed during the period. 

64. The Committee noted the range of issues 
addressed by the Commission during the preceding 
biennium. These included macro- and micro
development issues and policies; human resources 
development and utilization; information systems 
development; economic cooperation and integration; 
agriculture and rural development; marine affairs; 
the special problems of the least developed, land
locked and island countries; public administration 
and fiscal affairs; social development; women in 
development; environment and development; human 
settlements; industrial development; trade develop
ment and cooperation; the external debt crisis; 
monetary and financial policies and strategies; 
natural resources and energy, including new and 
renewable sources of energy; science and techno
logy for development; pooulation; transport and 
communications; tourism; and statiStiCal develop
ment. 
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65. The Committee noted that the United Nations 
provided ECA with resources to support a team of 
senior level experts to render short-term advisory 
services to member States and their IGOs. Since 
1990, the experts under this programme had been 
constituted into the Multidisciplinary Regional 
Advisory Group (MRAG). The Group was conceived 
as an innovative response by ECA to the need for 
technical advisory services that would ensure that 
Africa's socio-economic development challenges 
were confronted from a multidisciplinary and 
multidimensional perspective. 

66. It was noted that a series of training work
shops had been held during the biennium on a 
variety of subjects. Among these were external 
debt, energy development, population, statistical 
development, information systems, agricultural 
development, human resources development, capa
city building for development management and 
regional cooperation and integration, etc. 

67. The Committee noted that the Commission 
continued to reinforce and expand its cooperation 
with other United Nations bodies. The United 
Nations Inter-Agency Task Force for the imple
mentation of UN-NADAF, which convenes under the 
chairmanship of the Executive Secretary of the 
Commission, had demonstrated potential for ensur
ing the required coherence and coordination under 
the System-wide Plan of Action for African 
Economic Recovery and Development. 

68. It was noted with encouragement that the 
secretariat's relationships with the two other 
African continental organizations were further 
strengthened during the biennium. OAU and ADB 
had joined ECA on various occasions in presenting 
Africa's position on key issues at international fora. 

69. The Committee strongly recommended that 
the MULPOCs should be strengthened by providing 
them with adequate financial resources and skilled 
and dedicated personnel. It was also recommended 
that the Joint OAU/ECA/ADB Secretariat should 
greatly strengthen the coordination of its activities 
in favour of regional projects. They should also 
extensively work with African and donor govern
ments as well as multilateral agencies in raising 
financial resources for Africa. 

70. The Committee proposed that ECA, in colla
boration with OAU and ADB, should organize an 
economic summit of Africa's Heads of State and 
Government to take place within the next two years 
to review the continent's economic situation and 
discuss future development strategies. 

71 . The Committee commended the secretariat 
for the work accomplished and took note of the 
report. 

PART II. 
CONFERENCE THEME: ECA AT 35; BUILDING 

CRITICAL CAPACITIES IN AFRICA FOR 
ACCELERATED GROWTH AND SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT 

Critical capacities in support of good governance, 
human rights, political stability, peace and security 
in Africa [agenda item 5 (a)] 

72. The Committee considered document E/ECA/
CM.20/7 entitled "Critical capacities in support of 
good governance, political stability, peace and 
security in Africa". 

73. The Committee observed that without peace, 
development was impossible and without develop
ment, peace was not durable. It was further noted 
that bad policies or lack of good governance gave 
rise to conflicts. The Committee underscored the 
urgent need for building critical capacities in Africa 
in the area of conflict management. 

74. The Committee further observed that Africa 
would lose opportunities for development unless it 
made serious efforts to utilize its limited financial 
resources for meaningful development. It was 
further stressed that African countries should strive 
to create conditions for justice and peace through 
governance by consent. 

75. The Committee noted with satisfaction the 
establishment by OAU of a Mechanism for Conflict 
Prevention, Management and Resolution. It empha
sized that this OAU initiative should be recognized 
as an African initiative, designed for resolving 
African problems in an African way. The Com
mittee recommended that for the purposes of 
improving institutional performance in the field of 
conflict prevention, management and resolution, the 
United Nations and OAU, together with subregional 
organizations, should develop joint training pro
grammes for their staff on the settlement of 
disputes. The Committee further recommended 
that joint seminars and workshops should be 
organized for representatives of member States of 
OAU as well as international organizations whose 
activities were in the area of peace, security and 
stability. 

76. The Committee underscored the need for 
effective funding of peace initiatives and observed 
that no peace efforts would endure in Afi"ica unless 
the activities relating to peace, security and stability 
of OAU and other subregional organizations were 
effectively funded. The Committee noted that while 
external assistance to Africa was welcome, the 
required funding for conflict prevention, manage
ment and resolution must increasingly come from 
Africa. 
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77. The Committee suggested that ECA could 
play a role in post-conflict peace building by 
assisting in reconstruction, rehabilitation and 
development of countries ravaged by war. The 
Committee recommended the need for studies to be 
undertaken on ways of building capacity in the area 
of conflict prevention, management and resolution 
and the causes of these conflicts. The Committee, 
however, stressed that the success of conflict 
prevention, management and resolution depended 
fully on the political will and commitment of the 
African Governments. 

78. The Committee tool< note of the report. 

Critical capacities for effective socio-economic 
policv analvsis and management [agenda item 5 (b)] 

79. The Committee considered document E/ECA/
CM.20/8 entitled "Critical capacities for effective 
socio-economic policy analysis and management". 

80. The Committee noted that the current 
emphasis placed on competent socio-economic 
policy analysis in Africa was driven by two con
siderations. First, policy analysis has been a 
neglected dimension of development management 
in Africa. Second, competent policy analysis is a 
requirement for accurate diagnosis of socio
economic problems - an essential first step in 
development. The Committee also noted that there 
were three important issues in building policy 
analytic and management capacities. These were 
training in policy analysis and management; insti
tutional framework for generating policy analysis; 
and supporting information infrastructure for policy 
analysis and management. The Committee tool< 
note of efforts by African regional and subregional 
institutions and associations as well as certain 
international institutions in building policy analytic 
and management capacity in Africa. 

81 . The Committee stressed that policy analysis 
and management capacity building efforts in Africa 
must focus on two broad goals in the 1 990s, 
namely strengthening relationships and improved 
interface between African economic researchers 
and policy makers; and the establishment of effec
tive mechanisms and strong processes for policy 
coordination and networking for the effective 
utilization of limited capacities. Noting that the 
public sector had a key role in development 
management, the Committee emphasized the need 
to strengthen the strategic planning functions of 
African Governments. Though many African coun
tries were preoccupied with short-term economic 
crisis management, this should not result in 
abandoning long-term strategic planning for national 
development. It was emphasized that long-term 
strategic planning was an essential vehicle for 
integrating short- and medium-term economic pro
grammes into promoting long-term development 
objectives. The need to examine the various forms 

of planning and their impact on national develop
ment was also stressed. 

82. The Committee observed that the supportive 
role and attitudes of the civil service had not been 
encouraging despite recent reforms. Therefore, it 
suggested the enhancement of the capacity of the 
African public service which had been eroded over 
the years. 

83. On the provision of information infrastructure 
for policy analysis and development management, 
the Committee noted ongoing efforts in the member 
States within the framework of the Addis Ababa 
Plan for Statistical Development in Africa. Hence, 
the need to strengthen institutional frameworks for 
information infrastructure at various African coun
tries. The Committee recommended that database 
management should be developed at the national 
level by national committees; that monitoring and 
evaluation mechanisms for information infrastruc
ture should be established, especially for forecasting 
systems; and that regional, subregional and interna
tional initiatives should be linked with national 
activities. 

84. The Committee questioned the practice 
whereby policy research and design were under
taken largely by international institutions despite 
their lack of in-depth knowledge of African 
economies. Noting that some international insti
tutions had an interest in promoting development 
paradigms which were often at variance with 
African realities, the Committee called for the 
strengthening of African institutions in areas of 
policy analysis and management. It noted, 
however, that many African institutions were 
hampered in the performance of this task due to 
inadequate resources. The Committee emphasized 
the need to remove these constraints. 

85. The Committee recommended that national 
institutions, equipped to formulate and implement 
development policies, should be established. Since 
some African Governments did not have the capa
city to fully privatize, privatization programmes 
should be designed in such a way as to avoid selling 
off enterprises at give-away prices. 

86. The Committee took note of the national 
experiences in building policy analysis and develop
ment management reported by several delegations. 
Accordingly, the Committee requested the ECA 
secretariat to organize a series of seminars to 
promote sharing of various national experiences in 
the area of capacity building in policy analysis and 
management. In this respect, questionnaires could 
also be used to collect information on national 
experiences and disseminate the results. In this 
connection, some delegations said they had 
requested ECA to provide assistance for the pre
paration of an integrated programme for capacity 
building in policy analysis and management. 
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87. The Committee requested that the work pro
grammes of the ECA-sponsored institutions should 
be tailored to the needs for capacity building at the 
national level. The Committee also recommended 
the strengthening of capacity building for women in 
development. Some delegations suggested that 
African regional organizations should assist African 
countries in strengthening their capacities for inter
national negotiations and effective resource mobi
lization. 

88. The Committee took note of the report in the 
light of these observations. 

Building, strengthening and effectively utilizing 
human capacities for sustained development in 
Africa [agenda item 5 {c)] 

89. Under this agenda item, the Committee 
examined document E/ECA/CM.20/9 entitled "Build
ing, strengthening and effectively utilizing human 
capacities for sustained development in Africa". 

90. The Committee noted that the situation of 
human capacity building was precarious in spite of 
existing potentials. A major factor and obstacle to 
the development and utilization of capacity was the 
limited access to education. There had been a 
decline in the gross school enrolment at all levels 
since the beginning of the 1980s. Between 1965 
and 1970, total enrolment in Africa increased at an 
average annual rate of 5.6 per cent. Between 1970 
and 1980, the rate increased to 8 per cent. How
ever, between 1980 and 1991, the rate plummeted 
to 2.8 per cent. Moreover, the Committee deplored 
the high adult illiteracy rate in Africa. Indeed, the 
adult literacy rate in Africa was the lowest in the 
world. In 1991, the rate in sub-Saharan Africa was 
61 per cent for men and 41 per cent for women, 
against 80 and 67 per cent respectively for East 
Asia and the Pacific and 87 and 83 per cent respec
tively for Latin America and the Caribbean. Another 
shortcoming was the high unemployment rate 
(which was 50 per cent in some countries), under
employment and the surging brain-drain. Moreover, 
the situation concerning access to adequate food 
and nutrition, a fundamental condition for human 
capacity building, was progressively worsening. 
Additionally, health indicators for Africa showed 
that the morbidity and mortality rates were higher 
than the rest of the world. Institutional support in 
the form of physical infrastructure was also weak 
and falling apart. 

91 . The Committee observed that the present 
situation concerning human capacity building in 
Africa was essentially related to the interaction of 
socio-economic, political and institutional factors 
such as the economic crisis which the continent 
was going through, the external debt burden and 
the collapse of the price of primary commodities, 
social upheavals and armed conflicts, the pursuit of 
ill-defined policies and existence of inappropriate 
development priorities. The Committee reaffirmed 

that security, growth and development in Africa 
depended undoubtedly on the extent to which 
Africans could build, strengthen and effectively 
utilize human capacities and define a framework for 
building human capacities. The main priorities for 
human capacity development in Africa were iden
tified as the eradi-cation of illiteracy, provision of 
education at all levels, improvement of the health 
conditions and nutritional standards of the popu
lation, improvement and maintenance of the basic 
infrastructures, building the appropriate institutional 
framework for strengthening policy making, imple
mentation, coordination and monitoring functions 
for human development, and the creation and sus
tainment of productive employment and income
generation opportunities. 

92. To attain the above-stated objectives, a 
number of policy reforms and measures should be 
undertaken and implemented at the national, sub
regional and regional levels in the building and 
strengthening of human capacities. At the national 
level, appropriate education should be available. 
Education and training should be adopted to suit 
national needs. The existing scientific, technolo
gical and research institutions should be stren
gthened. Population policies should be adopted in 
line with development objectives. Production tech
nology should be provided during training and exten
sion services institutions should provide services to 
improve agricultural productivity. Support should be 
provided to the general population for primary 
health care as well as the general decentralization of 
development initiatives. The reforms undertaken at 
the national levels should be complemented by the 
efforts of international development agencies, 
bilateral partners, international and non
governmental organizations. Furthermore, member 
States should formulate strategies and common 
approaches in human and institutional capacity 
building and strengthening at the subregional and 
regional levels, particularly as related to supporting 
and strengthening human and institutional profes
sional staff training; harmonizing national, sub
regional and regional networks for research and 
development; establishing regional cooperation in 
the production of teaching and research materials 
and equipment and creating networks for informa
tion exchange and common facilities for labour 
markets. The Committee noted that in the imple
mentation of such programmes the highest priority 
should be given to investment in human capital, the 
building and maintenance of infrastructures and the 
improvement of institutional capacities. 

93. The Committee encouraged the secretariat to 
prepare case studies comparing African countries 
with the experiences in other countries such as 
those in Asia and Latin America in the field of 
human resources development. The Committee 
observed that in the follow-up activities, the 
following considerations should be taken into 
account in human resources development: educa
tion programmes that would enable people to 
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generate employment, policies and development 
programmes that meet the qualitative and quanti
tative requirements of Africa and the integration of 
women in the productive sectors of the economy. 

94. While noting that there were specific plans of 
action in different sectoral areas such as health, 
education, employment and underemployment and 
food, both at the level of the United Nations and at 
the regional level, the Committee stressed that 
these plans and the programmes and activities of 
the different institutions concerned with the 
development of human resources in Africa should 
be harmonized and coordinated. In this regard, the 
Committee requested the ECA secretariat, in colla
boration with OAU and ADB, to coordinate the pro
grammes for the strengthening and effective 
utilization of human capacities in Africa. 

95. The Committee took note of the document 
taking into account the above-mentioned observa
tions and adopted draft declaration DCL.2 (XV) on 
Human Development Plan of Action for Africa. 

Developing entrepreneurial capacities for public and 
private sector enterprise [agenda item 5(d)] 

96. Under this agenda item, the Committee con
sidered document E/ECA/CM .20110 entitled 
"Developing entrepreneurial capacities for public 
and private sector enterprise". The Committee 
stressed that entrepreneurship was one of the 
crucial requirements for sustainable economic and 
social development. For that reason, the develop
ment of entrepreneurial capacity should be accorded 
highest priority on the development agenda of 
African countries. 

97. The Committee noted that colonial policies 
which had failed to encourage the development of 
indigenous entrepreneurial capacities and post
independence policies which overemphasized public 
enterprise for major investments in several African 
countries had led to the existing weaknesses of 
entrepreneurial capacities in the African region. It 
was, however, observed that a significant degree of 
entrep-reneurial capacity expansion had occurred 
after independence in countries having mixed 
economies. 

98. Lack of business confidence, poor manage
ment of national economies, unhelpful regulatory 
framework, poor infrastructure, political instability, 
uncoordinated business promotion and unattractive 
development policies were cited as some of the 
major constraints facing the development of entre
preneurial capacity building in the region. It was 
emphasized that in order to promote entrepreneurial 
capacity in the region, political stability, competent 
economic management, efficient civil service, 
improved institutional capacity for entrepreneurial 
support, regular government-business consultation, 
sound public infrastructure, improved mobilization of 

productive resources and efficient financial 
institutions were necessary. 

99. Moreover, the whole range of entrepreneurial 
capacities including those in the informal sector, 
small-, medium-, large-scale enterprises and public 
enterprises should be promoted and supported. The 
Committee took note of the proposed actionable 
agenda to foster entrepreneurial capacity in Africa 
at the local, national, subregional and regional levels 
as well as proposals for developing entrepreneurial 
capacities in cooperation with Africa's external 
partners. 

100. Several delegations presented their national 
experiences and described policies being pursued in 
public and private sector enterprises. Some of the 
countries had adopted investment codes designed 
to encourage private sector entrepreneurs. In many 
countries, several measures had been adopted -to 
help the private sector. These included the estab
lishment of small- and medium-scale business 
assistance funds; national institutions for the 
training of small-scale entrepreneurs; focal points 
for promoting business development and single 
offices where entrepreneurs could secure informa
tion needed for investment. 

101. The Committee noted that some training 
institutes for entrepreneurs existed in the region and 
encouraged cooperation among such institutions in 
the African region. The Committee further under
lined the importance of case studies of the 
experiences of Asian, Latin American and African 
countries in order to highlight the obstacles 
encountered in entrepreneurship development and 
ways to eliminate them. Employment-creation 
opportunities and the role of women in private 
sector entrepreneurial development were considered 
important areas of consideration by African coun
tries. 

102. The Committee took note of the activities and 
experiences of the International Trade Centre in 
small- and medium-scale enterprise development 
and of the cooperation arrangements of this Centre 
with ECA in the area of entrepreneurship training. 

1 03. The Committee took note of the report. 

Buildino and utilizing physical infrastructural 
capacities in Africa [agenda item 5(e)] 

104. The Committee considered document E/ECA/
CM.20/12 entitled "Building and utilizing physical 
infrastructural capacities in Africa". 

1 05. The Committee noted with concern that the 
poor economic performance in many African coun
tries since the 1 980s had greatly reduced the level 
of gross investment and maintenance expenditures 
towards the physical infrastructures in African 
countries. Consequently, African countries had 
been unable to adequately preserve, modernize and 
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expand the capacity- of their infrastructure, equip
ment and services. Physicallnfrastructural facilities 
and se~vices jn Africa had, therefore, remained 
underdeveloped as compared to the other develop
ing regions of the world. The Committee also noted 
the massive destruction and degradation of physical 

. illfrastructure that has occurred as a result of war 
, in a number of member States and the grave prob
·lem this poses for reconstruction and development. 

106 .. It was further noted that the rate of capacity 
utilizati,on of existing infrastructure in the region 
was very low even though the existing capacity 
was insufficient to support sustainable economic 
development. There was widespread deterioration 
of installed capacity to the extent that some were 
either not operable or require extens.ive rehabilita
tion. Deterioration and under-utilization of infra
structural capacities was also attributed to lack .of 
foreign exchange to import capital inputs. Much 
emphasis was placed on the need to increase capa
city utilization in Africa as well as expansion, as 
clearly indicated, inter alia, in the programme of the 
second United Nations Transport and Communica
tions Decade in Africa (UNTACDA II). 

1 07. The Committee also underscored that the 
expansion and utilization of Africa's physical 
infrasturctural capacity must conform to the rele
vant programmes of Agenda 21 of the United 
Nations Conference on Environment and Develop
ment (UNCED) and the African Strategies for imple
menting that Agenda. The integration of environ
mental dimensions in all infrastructural development 
programmes would ensure that the provision of ade
quate physical structures do not contribute to 
environmental degradation. 

1 08. An agenda for concerted action by African 
countries and their development partners for the 
development of the region's physical infrastructural 
capacities in the 1.990s was agreed upon within the 
framework of existing programmes, particularly 
UNT ACDA II. This framework of action focuses on 
such, areas as human resources and institutional 
devefopment, creating the capacity to manufacture 
in Africa some of the equipment and spare parts 
needed for infrastructural development, resource 
mobilization and regional cooperation. 

109. The Committee took·- note of the document. 

Capacity building for food production, food security 
and self-sufficiency in Africa [agenda item 5(f)] 

110. The Committee considered document E/ECA/
CM.20/13 entitled "Capacity building for food pro
duction, food security and self-sufficiency· in 
Africa". 

,,_-

111 . The Committee noted that food security and 
food self-sufficiency was a major goal in the socio
economic development of Africa. However, the 
overall food and. agricultural situation had not 

shown much impflQV.ement ... over the clast •three 
decades. This situation-rwas partly attrib~:Jtable to 
the fact that in spite- of the priority attached _to 
development of the food and agricultural sector in 
African countries, concrete actions to rea'lize this 
objective has been' !Slow and uneven. The Com
mittee emphasized. t:he urgent need for African 
States both individually and; ·collectively to imple
ment such policy ·measures that would enhance 
food and agriculture devetopment. These would 
include reform of agricultural policies, establishment 
of equitable systems of land tenure, payment of 
remunerative prices to producers, expansion of 
investment, liberalization of conditions for access to 
credit and providing the availability of efficient 
services for research, publicity and marketing. 

112. The Committee underlined that strengthening 
. human and infras~ructural capacities in the area of 
• food and agriculture was essential to increased food 
.production. Accordingly-, there was need to pro
. mote education and organizational skills of farmers 
in particular through popular participation based on 
forming mutual support producers groups. 
Organizationally, strengthening institutional 
capacities would enable improvement of certain 
essential functions including decision making, 
optimum resol.!rce allocation and utilization and 
regulation and .stabilization of economic processes. 
On the other hand, strengthening infrastructural 
capacities would ensure the establishment and the 
maintenance of the means necessary for guarantee
ing food security. This included· availability of 
suitable support~services both at the level of the 
public sector and that of the private sector, trans
port infrastructure, provision of drinking water, irri
gation, storage and distribution. 

113. The Committee recognized that Africa did not 
lack . programmes of action and strategies for 
developing. the food and· agriculture sector but that 
these had 'not been vigorously implemented. It 
acknowledged that; despite the adverse effects of 
certain exogenous factors such as the debt burden 
and deterioration of terms of trade, inappropriate 
public policies had contributed to the poor per
formance of the food and agriculture sector. Con
sequently, it recommended the transfer of certain 
activities for promoting food security to the private 
sector and to various social organizations. 

114. The Committee acknowledged the need to 
promote a balance between natural resource 
exploitation and environmental protection, especially 
in the marginal zones where intensification of acti
vities could speed up the desertification process. 
Furthermore, uncontrolled use of chemical fertilizers 
and pesticides could have adverse effects on pro
duction. The Committee recommended that African 
countries should encourage their citizens through 
appropriate incentives to consume natural food and 
agricultural products, to avoid a situation where 
Africa produced more of what it did not consume 
and consumed more of what it did not produce. 
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115. The importance of the quantitative and quali
tative contribution of the livestock sector to food 
security was also emphasized. 

116. With regard to the diversification of agncul
tural production, the Committee stressed that such 
activities should not be limited only to the aspect of 
expansion of the basic product range but rather 
should additionally pursue domestic processing of 
products on local production lines and also expand 
marketing outlets. It was considered that the pro
cess could be assisted by targeted and restricted 
subsidies spread over time. 

11 7. The Committee encouraged member States to 
use the assistance available from international agri
cultural research centres and other institutions pro
viding information on the factors impactmg on the 
environment. Increased use of early-warning 
systems which could prevent certain natural 
disasters such as drought, floods and delayed rains 
and crop pests such as btrds and msects were 
s1milarly encouraged. 

118. The Committee noted the report in the light of 
the observations outlined above. 

Capacities to exploit natural resources and diversify 
African economies into processing and manufac
turing [agenda item 5(g)} 

119. Under this agenda item, the Committee con
sidered document E/ECA/CM .20/14 entitled "Capa
cities to exploit natural resources and diversify 
African economies into processing and manufac
tunng". 

120. The Committee underscored the need to have 
capacities to exploit natural resources in order to 
produce goods and services that meet the needs of 
the region while, at the same time, being externally 
competitive. The Committee noted that to achieve 
this goal, it was necessary to have the appropriate 
critical human skills and supportive institutional 
capacities. 

1 21 . The Committee noted that the African region 
as a whole was well-endowed with a variety of 
natural resources such as land, water, fauna and 
flora, different energy resources and a diversity of 
metallic and non-metallic minerals. It, however, 
observed that the continent's natural resources 
were not fully and efficiently used and processed 
locally. For instance, minerals and fossil fuels were 
mainly exported in crude or semi-processed form, 
with only about 1 0 per cent processed and used 
locally. One of the characteristics of Africa's 
industrial sector was that it was import-dependent 
for intermediate inputs, equipment and replacement 
of parts. In addition, it was noted that most African 
countries relied on foretgn supplies for a substanttal 
part of manufactured products for consumption. 

122. The Committee underlined the need for 
African countries to move away from high depen
dency on producing and exporting primary commo
dities. and to develop balanced economies in which 
emphasis was g1ven to agricultural and food pro
duction and natural resources extraction with the 
production of manufactured goods as well as pro
viston of services to support indigenous production. 
There was need to increase the share of manufac
tunng in the total regional GOP from the current low 
level of 1 0.6 per cent as well as to increase the use 
of ex1sting industrial capacity of which only 
between 30 to 50 per cent was betng utilized. 

123. The Committee called for sound national 
economic policies within the framework of well
conceived strategic plans supported by polittcal 
climate favourable to industrial development. The 
role of science and technology was seen as crucial 
to the process of industrialization in developing 
capacmes to exploit fully available natural 
resources. There was need to make use of existing 
reg1onal mst1tut1ons to develop human skills for 
industnal development. These institutions included 
the African Regional Centre for Engineering, Design 
and Manufacturing (ARCEDEMl, the Regtonal Centre 
for Traming in Aerospace Surveys IRECTASI, among 
others. The Committee urged member States to 
support these institutions, many of which were not 
presently being effectively used. The Committee 
took note of the information provided on the train
ing activities of RECTAS since 1972. The training 
activities covered aerospace and geophysical sur
veys, photogrammetry, remote sensing and carto
graphy. 

124. The Committee recognized that exploration 
and exploitation of mineral resources required 
considerable investments. There was thus need to 
attract investments from appropriate multinational 
corporations in the mineral development sector. In 
general, the Committee emphasized that foreign 
direct mvestment in African industrialization was 
essential in Africa's economic development. More
over, 1t was stressed that African multinational 
enterpnses should be promoted in order to stimulate 
regional economic integration. 

125. The Committee observed that there was little 
trade among African countries, while there was a 
lot more trade between Africa and the outside 
world. The Committee supported the need to foster 
regional trade, cooperation and integration which 
should benefit the continent's industrialization 
process. 

126. The Committee noted that many of the 
aspects of the strategy proposed in the document 
had been derived from the programme for the 
United Nations second Industrial Development 
DecadE- for Africa. The Committee endorsed the 
strategy proposed and reiterated the importan<:;e of 
investment in human and Institutional capacities. 
The Committee suggested that analysis of issues of 
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water and renewable energy resources in the 
document should be improved. 

127. The Committee took note of the document. 

Critical capacities for the mobilization and efficient 
allocation of domestic and external financial 
resources [agenda item 5(h)] 

128. The Committee considered document E/ECA/
CM.20/11 entitled "Critical capacities for the 
mobilization and efficient allocation of domestic and 
external financial resources". 

129. The Committee noted that the mobilization 
and efficient allocation of financial resources under
lined all the other areas of capacity building and 
utilization and, therefore, deserved careful consi
deration. In this regard, an attempt to establish the 
order of magnitude of the domestic and external 
financial resource requirements was worthwhile at 
this stage even though, at such an early stage, 
before elaborating the necessary programmes and 
lists of projects for building critical capacities in 
Africa, it would not be possible to make accurate 
assessments. 

130. The Committee reviewed the assumptions of 
the quantitative macroeconomic model used by the 
secretariat to estimate domestic and external 
financing requirements for ECA's 52 member States 
over the 20-year period 1995-2015. Financial 
resource requirements were computed with a view 
to accelerating Africa's economic growth to an 
average annual rate of 6 per cent over 1995-2005 
in line with the growth targets within UN-NADAF 
over the 1990s, rising to 7 per cent over 1995-
2015. The quality of investment and the efficiency 
of capital was expected to increase steadily over 
the first 10 years. The model incorporated the 
Enhanced Toronto Terms for the rescheduling and 
reduction of bilateral debt. It was also assumed 
that the rate of growth of exports could be brought 
to 12 per cent per annum within 10 years. 

131 . The Committee reviewed the findings flowing 
from these assumptions. In order to achieve the 
stated growth targets, over 1995-2005, the gross 
domestic investment rate would have to be boosted 
from the prevailing low levels of about 20 per cent 
of GOP to the range of 30-40 per cent. To finance 
the increased investment rate, over the same 
period, the gross domestic savings rate would have 
to be raised from the current level of about 1 8 per 
cent of GNP to the range of 30-35 per cent. These 
orders of magnitude of the domestic investment and 
savings efforts needed to meet the UN-NADAF 
growth targets, represented an indication of the 
Herculean task that was entailed in the implementa
tion of the New Agenda. Nonetheless, it was sug
gested that further studies should be undertaken 
which will explore the savings targets of alternative 
growth rate scenarios. , , 

132. It was observed that the bulk of the financial 
resources required for domestic capital investment 
for capacity building in Africa in the next two 
decades would have to come from domestic sav
ings. External savings, while crucial, would play a 
supplementary role. Nonetheless, substantial 
external resource requirements would be required. 
Over the period 1995-2005, $433.8 billion (in 1994 
dollars) would be required to close the investment 
minus domestic savings gap, while $445.6 billion 
(in current dollars) would be needed to finance 
Africa's trade deficits. In this regard, the Com
mittee observed that the region faced two inter
linked gaps - the external trade gap and the internal 
investment minus domestic savings gap. Africa's 
sustained economic growth over the next decade or 
two would depend critically on the goodwill and for
bearance of Africa's external partners to supply 
financing for these two gaps. 

133. To cover external debt-servicing requirements, 
$434.7 billion would be required over the 1 0-year 
period. The Committee noted that the amount of 
resources to be absorbed by external debt servicing 
were quite substantial, amounting to 50 per cent of 
Africa's gross external financing requirements. The 
Committee thus called upon Africa's creditors to 
take concrete steps to reduce Africa's debt burden. 
The bilateral creditors should implement the Trinidad 
Terms of debt reduction. Steps also needed to be 
taken to reduce the burden of debt owed to multi
lateral finance institutions - for example, by con
verting all non-concessional World Bank debts to 
concessional IDA terms, and by limited sales of the 
IMF's gold holdings to underwrite IMF debt reduc
tion. The Committee stressed that it was entirely in 
the hands of Africa's creditors to reduce the debt 
burden that is choking economic growth in the 
African countries. 

134. Still on the question of external debt, the 
Committee was of the opinion that two types of 
debt needed to be identified: old debt, inherited 
from the past, and new debt expected to build up 
after 1 995 as a consequence of financing capacity 
building for accelerated growth. Old debt needed to 
be substantially reduced by Africa's external 
creditors and development partners so that it ceases 
to frighten investment flows away from Africa. On 
the other hand, the Committee stressed, African 
countries needed to build competent institutional 
capacities to manage external financial commit
ments, minimize exposure to various risks and 
ensure that scarce resources were channelled to 
their most productive applications. To this end, it 
was recommended that African countries establish 
debt management units within their Ministries of 
Finance or in their central banks. The Committee 
noted ECA' s willingness to provide technical assis
tance to member States in establishing such units. 

135. The Committee noted that the gross domestic 
investment and savings rates recommended by the 
secretariat's model were rather high, in view of the 
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low rates that had prevailed in Africa over the last 
decade or so. It was observed, however, that 
South-East Asian economies, particularly China, had 
been able to sustain comparable rates while still at 
per capita income levels not much greater than 
those in Africa. 

136. It was the opinion of the Committee that it 
would be necessary to deepen economic reforms in 
the member States, aimed at boosting economic 
efficiency and productivity in order to improve 
capital efficiency and raise the rate of return from 
investment. It was also absolutely necessary to 
implement reforms to strengthen member countries' 
financial sectors to increase their capacities to 
mobilize and allocate domestic financial resources 
efficiently. Among the range of policy reforms that 
were needed, the Committee identified, inter alia, 
the need to down-size public ownership while 
encouraging indigenous as well as foreign private 
equity in the banking and other financial institutions; 
stimulating a measure of competition in the financial 
sector; public enterprise reforms; and strengthening 
the legal and regulatory framework, including the 
supervisory role of national central banks. 

13 7. The Committee noted the continued dyna
mism of informal financial institutions in practically 
all the African countries, in contrast to the weak
nesses in the formal markets. In this regard, the 
Committee was of the opinion that links should be 
strengthened between the formal and informal 
financial markets in Africa to expand the system of 
financial intermediation. It was observed that both 
the formal and informal financial markets had a role 
to play in mobilizing resources, and they could 
benefit from working together. 

138. Turning to the regional dimension of financial 
resource mobilization, the Committee proposed that 
firstly, financial institutional capacity building should 
be carried out by member States through collabora
tion among themselves. This would enable coun
tries to learn from each other's experiences with 
financial sector reforms. Secondly, it would also 
result in identical institutions. This would reduce 
inter-country trade and financial transactions costs 
and facilitate economic integration. Thirdly, colla
boration would promote the emergence of capital 
markets such as stock exchanges, mutual funds and 
insurance companies whose success crucially 
depended on economies of scale. In the medium to 
long term, African countries needed to take con
crete steps towards establishing common currencies 
in each subregional economic community. 

139. The Committee was of the opinion that quan
titative analytical exercises, such as the one used to· 
estimate the order of magnitude of financial 
resources for accelerated growth in Africa, served 
a very useful purpose, and the Commission was 
encouraged to continue in this direction. It was 
recommended that the Commission should make an 
effort to draw sectoral implications of economic 

growth and allocation of resources. In view of the 
usefulness of quantitative analytical techniques and 
the weaknesses in the member States, the Com
mittee recommended that ECA extend technical 
assistance to the member States to help them build 
capacity in this field. 

140. The Committee took note of the report. 

PART Ill. 
REGIONAL AND GLOBAL COOPERATION 

FOR DEVELOPMENT IN AFRICA 

Policy convergence for regional economic coopera
tion and integration: Implementation of the Treaty 
establishing the African Economic Community 
[agenda item 6(a)] 

1 41 . The Committee considered document E/ECA/
CM.20/15 entitled "Policy convergence for regional 
economic cooperation and integration: Implementa
tion of the Treaty establishing the African Economic 
Community". 

142. The Committee noted with satisfaction the 
ratification by 35 African countries of the Abuja 
Treaty establishing the African Economic Com
munity and the coming into force of the Treaty on 
12 May 1994. The Community constituted the 
framework within which the process of regional 
integration would be pursued. It was noted that the 
existing subregional economic communities such as 
the Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS), the Economic Community of Central 
African States (ECCAS), the Preferential Trade Area 
for Eastern and Southern African States (PTA), the 
Southern African Development Community (SADCJ 
and the Arab Maghreb Union (AMU), formed build
ing blocks of the African Economic Community. 

143. The Committee was informed that members 
of the Indian Ocean Commission (without R~union 
island) were also members of PTA. ECA was 
closely working with the IOC in the development of 
inter-island transport, the coordination of flight 
schedules of the various companies operating in the 
region and in marine resources development. 

144. The Committee urged the intensification of 
harmonization and coordination of the activities of 
these subregional organizations in the implementa
tion of the Treaty. It was noted that according to 
the Treaty provisions, there would be one subre
gional community in each subregion, in the long 
term. These single subregional communities would 
result from the harmonization and rationalization of 
the various economic groupings in each of the sub
regions through the concentric circles approach. 

145. The Committee reviewed the principles and 
instruments for policy convergence. Among the 
areas examined in this context included the adop
tion and implementation of endogenous develop
ment strategies based on the Monrovia Declaration 
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entrenching Africa's four-prong integration approach 
(infrastructures - production - trade liberalization -
policy convergence) and sectoral harmonization and 
convergences In various fields. The sectors include 
trade liberalization; free movement of goods- and 
persons; money, finance and payments; food and 
agriculture; industry, science and technology, 
energy, natural resources and environment; environ
ment - control· of toxic wastes; transport, communi
cations and tourism; and human resources, social 
affairs, health and population. It was noted that 
sectoral harmonization around joint programmes 
could help rationalize economic groupings on con
crete grounds. 

146. The Committee emphasized the need for 
macroeconomic policy convergence with reference 
to exchange rates, price differentials and their roles 
in trade liberalization as well as the harmonization of 
sectoral development. An observation was made 
that where convergence was not possible, emphasis 
should be put on harmonizing policies. Harmoniza
tion was a step towards convergency of policies. 
The Committee insisted on the need for· strong 
regional institutional frameworks to promote 
economic integration in the continent. The Com
mittee was cautioned against approaches such as 
the "variable geometry" and other initiatives not 
compatible with the Abuja Treaty and called for the 
rapid harmonization between all economic and 
monetary communities with the Abuja Treaty for 
the establishment of the African Economic Com
munity. 

14 7. The Committee emphasized that the imple
mentation ·of the Treaty was a matter of utmost 
importance for Africa. There was need for African 
countries to work together collectively and form a 
strong bargaining power. To promote and facilitate 
the implementation of the Treaty, there was need to 
prevent and reduce political conflicts; increase trade 
among African countries as well as integrate pro
duction and markets; encourage coherent develop
ment policies, popular participation and involvement 
of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in the 
process of development; define the roles of the 
State and private sector in development; define 
technological policies and training needs as well as 
develop human resources; have common currencies; 
show real political will and commitment in the 
implementation of the Treaty; give priority to 
agriculture and food production; and encourage 
South-' South cooperation. 

148. The Committee noted incompatibilities 
between orthodox structural adjustment pro
grammes, which induced uncoordinated devalua
tions, high interest rates, financial austerity 
·adversely affecting 1:he funding of research on one 
hand, and investments in regional infrastructures on 
the other. There was need for SAPs policies to con
sider the regional dih'lension of development and 
take into account the need for economic trans
formation. There was also need for continued 

dialogue with the World: Bank on··issues relating to 
SAPs so as 'to eventually reach ®mmon under
standing on how best Africa's development could 
be promoted. 

· 149. The Committee urged development partners 
to ensure that their policies and practices promoted 
self-reliance and sustainable development in the 
African region. The Committee warned that com
plete reliance on outside resources to implement the 
Treaty would not achieve the desired goals. 
Africans shouid ·demonstrate their commitment by 
providing financial and material support for the 
implementation of the Treaty. Available resources 
from development partners should complement 
African efforts towards the effective implementa
tion of Africa's own programmes. 

150. The Committee took note of the information 
provided by the representative of ADB on his 
organization's willingness to fund multinational 
projects, provided such projects were viable. It also 
took note of the information provided by the repre
sentative of UNDP on its past support to African 
regional and subregional programmes and the 
support it hoped to provide in the implementation of 
the Treaty. Furthermore, the Committee welcomed 
the appeal made by the representative of the ACP 
secretariat for the organization to be associated and 
involved in the implementation of the Abuja Treaty. 
ACP had some funds for regional cooperation that 
could be tapped for the implementation of the 
Treaty. However, the Committee suggested that 
the procedures for accessing and utilizing ACP 
funds be made less cumbersome. The Committee 
also noted with appreciation the International Trade 
Centre's intra-African trade development and pro
motion activities in the context of regional economic 
integration, specially those related to trade informa
tion, supply and demand surveys, buyers/sellers 
meetings, and urged the Centre to cooperate with 
ECA, OAU, ADB and AATPO in assisting in the 
implementation of the Abuja Treaty. 

1 51 . The Committee noted that achieving regional 
integration through the Treaty would require per
severance and commitment. Thus, every effort 
should be made to remove all obstacles and pro
mote those factors that facilitated its implementa
tion. In this context, there was need for the Treaty 
to be publicized widely in all memberStates. There 
was also need to mobilize the economic operators 
and promote popular participation for the imple
mentation of the Treaty. The Committee took note 
that the Joint ECA/OAU/ADB Secretariat would 
publicize the Treaty adequately. 

152. The Committee took note of the document. 
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Anticipated impact of the Uruquav Round agree
ments on African economies: A preliminary analysis 
[agenda item 6(b)] 

153. The Committee considered document E/ECA/
CM .20/31 entitled "Anticipated impact of the 
Uruguay Round agreements on African economies: 
A preliminary analysis". 

154. The Committee noted that the conclusion of 
the Uruguay Round of negotiations of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade !GATTI, the Final 
Act of which was signed in Marrakesh two weeks 
previously had ushered in a new era in international 
trade. Trade liberalization under the new agreement 
was generally expected to boost world trade by 
about $200 billion annually. As much as 70 per 
cent of the benefits from expanded trade, however, 
would accrue to the developed market economies 
while among the developing countries, 1 6, 11 and 
3 per cent would accrue to China, the econom1es of 
Asia-the Pacific and South-East Asia and Latin 
America respectively. On the other hand. the 
African countries as a group would gain least from 
the agreement and, mdeed, could incur losses 
initially estimated at $2.6 b1llion annually from the 
implementation of the agreement. 

155. The Committee noted that tariff reduct1ons on 
commodities of export interest to African countries 
by the major trading partners, namely the European 
Union, Japan and the United States, would elimi
nate benefits under the general system of pre
ferences (GSPl (including the special case of energy 
products) and the Lome Convention which African 
countries had enjoyed previously. On the other 
hand, the reduction of agricultural production and 
export subsidies would result in an increase 1n world 
pnces for food products lin the order of 5 per cent, 
rising to 1 0 per cent for cereals) which would have 
a negative impact on Afnca which was a net food 
importer. 

156. With regard to textiles and apparel, the Com
mittee noted that it was premature to assess the 
quantitative impact before the complete dismantling 
of the quotas under the Multi-Fibre Agreement. The 
Committee expressed concern, however, about the 
establishment of "a mechanism of provisional safe
guards" to protect the industrialized countries from 
strong market fluctuations and the "establishment 
of an Office for supervision of textiles" as stipulated 
in the draft Final Act, since these measures could 
be used to perpetuate market protection against the 
developing countries. 

1 57. The Committee also d1scussed the major pro
visions of the Final Act in the new areas of parti
cular interest to African countries, notably articles 
IV and XIX of the Services Agreement; obligations 
relating to agreements on Trade-related Aspects of 
Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPs); articles 2. 5 and 
6 of the Agreement on Trade-related Investment 

Measures (TRIMs); and the governance structure of 
the World Trading Organization (WTO). 

1 58. Noting the importance to Africa of all these 
agreements under the Uruguay Round. the Com
mittee regretted that African interests had not been 
adequately taken into account in the negotiations. 
The Committee noted that while the GATT negotia
tions took place within a contractual framework 
where parties participated on an individual basis, 
the member States of the European Union acted 
collectively. In view of the above, it was suggested 
that when the African Economic Community is fully 
established, African countries should adopt common 
negotiating positions in international trade issues. 
The Committee was of the opmion that the Tunis 
Declaration on the Uruguay Round of Multilateral 
Trade Negotiations, adopted bv the African 
Min1sters of Trade at their twelfth session held 10 

Tums m October 1993, which set up a support 
mechanism for African countnes in future negotia
tions and 1n the implementatiOn of the Final Act, 
was a step in the right direct1on. The Committee 
also applauded the efforts by the ECA Executive 
Secretary to foster collaboration among the African 
Ministers in Marrakesh prior to the signing of the 
Fmal Act of Uruguay as a first step towards the 
creatton of such a mechan1sm. 

159. The Committee emphasized that African 
countries should implement policy measures aimed 
at maximizing the potential benefits from the agree
ment and mitigattng the negative repercussions. To 
this end, the Committee recommended that the ECA 
secretariat, in collaboration with reg1onal 
organizations, especially OAU and ADB, should 
carry out assessments and follow-up studies of the 
impacts of the agreement on African economies. In 
doing so, it was emphasized that ECA should 
generate its own data rather than base its assess
ments on data derived from non-African organiza
tions. The Committee also suggested that ECA 
should organize seminars to increase awareness of 
the agreements of the impact of the Uruguay Round 
for Africa. Such seminars could take place at the 
same t1me as subregional and regional buyer/seller 
meetings orgamzed by the International Trade 
Centre 

160. The Committee expressed the conviction that 
member States could benefit from the experience of 
those African countries which had finished or were 
about to undertake a preliminary assessment of the 
impact of these agreements on its economy. The 
Centre informed the Committee of its experience in 
this area and offered to assist member States in 
their evaluation efforts. The Committee noted that 
the African countries which are members of the 
ACP group could take advantage of the provisions 
of annexes 27 ::md 29 of the Lome Convention 
which permitted amendments to be made to provi
sions ot the Convention to mitigate losses under the 
agreement. 
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1 61 . The Committee emphasized that ultimately, 
African countries needed a comprehensive strategy 
for structural transformation and diversification of 
the· production and export base, with the aim of 
boosting competitiveness, if African countries are to 
participate fully in the new international trading 
system. In this regard, it was necessary to intensify 
economic diversification and intra-African trade to· 
build regional competitiveness through economies of 
scale. 

1 62. The Committee took note of the report. 

African Strategies for the implementation of Agenda 
21 and the African Common Position on Environ
ment and Development [agenda item 6(c)] 

163~·· The Committee considered documentE/ECA/· 
CM;20/16 entitled "Implementation of the African 
Strategies for the implementation of Agenda 21 and 
the African Common Position on Environment and 
Development: Progress report". 

164. The Committee noted that since the adoption 
of the Strategies, efforts had been made to incor
porate them in national, subregional and regional 
environment and development programmes. The 
Strategies have also taken into consideration during 
the negotiations for the elaboration of an inter
national convention to combat desertification, the 
preparations for the World Conference on Natural 
Disaster Reduction, and the mid-term review of the 
International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction 
(IONDR). 

165. The Committee noted with appreciation the 
active participation of member States in the acti
vities of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Com
mittee (INC-D) for the elaboration of the Interna
tional Convention to Combat Desertification and 
Mitigate Drought, parti-cularly in Africa. Concern 
was· expressed about the difficulties being 
experienced in the negotiations regarding resource 
commitments from the developed countries and 
institutional arrangements for implementing the 
Convention. The Committee· hOped that Africa's 
development partners would address these issues 
positively. The Committee regretted that the fund- . 
ing of activities to combat desertification were not 
included as a window of the Global Environment 
Facility. It expressed the hope that the situation 
would be corrected in the· future. 

166. Special appreciation was extended to those 
member States that were chairmen of working 
groups and spokesmen of different aspects of the 
negotiations, particularly on the re(lional instrument 
of the Convention for Africa and to the ad hoc 
Expert Group and the Joint OAU/ECA/UNSO/UNEP/
Ab-8 Secretariat for their contributions to the 
negotiations. 

167. The Committee encouraged development 
pfanners and private sector agents to undertake 

environmental impact: assessments . and, environ· 
mer:~ tal management of projects and programmes to 
ensure that environmental degradation· was kept to 
its .minimum. Regarding issues on biological diver
sity, the Committee noted with satisfaction that 
preparations for' a regional conference to develop 
Africa's approach to.· the implementation of the 
convention on biodiversity were under way and 
requested to be kept informed of the outcome. 

168. The Committee recalled that the Conference 
of Ministers at its nineteenth meeting had urged 
that the African Ministerial Conference on the 
Environment (AMCEN) should strengthen its colla
boration with the Conference of Ministers respon
sible for economic and . social development and · 
planning, particularly in matters relating to Agenda 
21 and the implementation of the Strategies. To 
this effect, it recommended that the ECA Executive 
Secretary should continue, in the spirit of resolution 
744 (XXVIII), -to study the modalities for har
monizing the mandates of the two intergovern
mental bodies of the .Commission. This should be 
done with a view to enabling AMCEN and the 
Ministers responsible for economic and social 
development and planning, to jointly review the 
environment and development programmes of 
member States. 

169. The Committee took note of the report. 

Preoarations for global conferences [agenda item 
6(d)] 

(i) World Summit for Social Development; 
(ii) Fourth World Conference on Women; 
(iii) International Conference on Population 

and Development; 
(iv) Second United Nations Conference on 

Human Settlements (Habitat II); and 
(v) World Conference on Natural Disaster 

Reduction 

170. The Committee considered reports regarding 
each conference as follows: 

(i) Preparatory activities of the World 
Summit for Social Development: Pro
gress report (E/ECAICM.20/17) 

1 71 . The Committee recalled EGA Conference of 
Ministers resolution 749 (XXVII) which decided on 
the formulation of an African Common Position for 
submission to the World Summit for Social Develop
ment scheduled to be held in Copenhagen, Denmark 
from 6 to 12 March 1995. 

172. The Committee took note of the fact that the 
African Common Position on Human and Social 
Development in Africa which was adopted by the 
Conference of African Ministers responsible for 
Human Development had been presented-to the Pre
paratory Committee of the World Social Summit 
held in New York from 31 January to 11 February 
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1994. It also noted that the Common Position pro
vided an assessment of the state of human and 
social development in Africa; outlined Africa's major 
human and social development objectives; ela
borated an actionable agenda for human and social 
development; and set out the modalities for imple
menting, monitoring. evaluating and reporting on 
the Common Position. 

173. The Committee also reviewed the core issues 
to be addressed by the World Summit. together 
with the policy measures to attain its objectives in 
accordance with General Assembly resolutton 
47/92. 

174. The Committee recommended that the 
African Common Position on Human and Social 
Development in Africa be widely disseminated 
wtthin the region. Against the background of the 
prevailing brain-drain of skilled professionals, the 
Committee suggested the establishment of an 
African employment market. It urged that greater 
attention be paid to the unemployment and under
employment phenomena and stressed the need to 
emphasize the research aspects of social develop
ment. 

(ii) Preparatory activtties of the fourth 
World Conference on Women: Pro
gress report (E/ECA/CM.20118l 

175. The Committee noted the preparatory activi
ties by ECA for the regional Conference on Women 
scheduled to take place in Dakar. Senegal from 14 
to 23 November 1994, to be preceded by an NGO 
conference on women. There will also be a Franco
African Conference on Women to be held in June 
1994. These activities largely comprised the 
mobilization of men and women at all levels 
towards enhancing the status of women; and an 
evaluation of the achievements regarding the major 
goals of equality, development and peace. In this 
regard, the Committee indicated that the foci of the 
regional activities would be to consolidate national 
efforts at advancing the status and role of women 
in development, identify common issues affecting 
countries and adopt a common regional platform of 
action to ensure increased role of women in 
development which would be incorporated in the 
global Platform of Action to be adopted by the 
World Conference. 

176. The Committee also noted that at the national 
level, countries were expected to set up national 
committees to coordinate national activities includ
ing the preparation of national reports for the Con
ference and appraise the implementation of the 
Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies (NFLS), as well 
as the targets set in the Abuja Declaration. It there
fore directed that informatio11 on both issues be 
w1dely dissemmated. The Committee took note ot 
the International Trade Centre's programmes in 
promoting women in trade development (WIT D). 

177. The Committee raised issues regarding lack of 
coordination in the various studies that focused on 
women. Such studies should, among other things, 
focus on female youths and refugees. The Com
mittee regretted the delays in submission of national 
reports and suggested the setting up of a spectal 
committee to accelerate the preparatory process. 
Given the inadequate national expertise and data 
constraints in member States with respect to pre
paring the national reports on the status of women. 
the Committee requested ECA to assist in providing 
gutdelines and supplying relevant Information. 
where available. to member States for the prepara
tion of these reports. In th1s respect, the Com
mittee encouraged national committees entrusted 
with the task of preparing the nat1onal reports to 
also liaise with UNDP, UNICEF, UNESCO. ILO and 
the MULPOC off1ces. It agreed to the suggestion to 
extend the deadline for submission of the national 
reports from 31 March to 30 May 1994. The Com
mittee noted with appreciation the fact that some 
OECD countries have given financial assistance to 
African countries for the preparatory process. 

(iii) Preparations for the International Con
ference on Population and Development 
{/CPDJ: Progress report (E/ECA/-
CM.20t19 and E/ECAICM.20/19/-
Add.1) 

1 7 8. The Committee noted the activities at the 
national, regional and global levels towards the 
International Conference on Population and Develop
ment scheduled to be held from 5 to 13 September 
1 994 in Cairo, Egypt. It urged all member States to 
send high-level delegations to the ICPD and to work 
in solidarity with regard to the African Common 
Position at the Conference. The Committee noted 
with satisfaction the assistance provided by UNFPA 
and USAID to enable several African countries to 
participate actively in the third meeting of the Pre
paratory Committee (PREPCOM Ill) held from 4 to 
22 April 1994 in New York. 

179. The Committee also noted that member 
States had established national committees on 
population to prepare the national reports on 
population (using guidelines provided bv the ICPD 
secretariat) and to initiate public awareness both for 
the Conference and for population issues in general. 

180. At the regional level, the Committee noted 
that preparatory activities involved three Pre
paratory Committee (PREPCOM) meetings and the 
organization of the third African Population Con
ference (APC.3). It was also noted that at the 
global PREPCOM Ill in New York, the African 
member States called for the establishment of 
subreg1onal and regional mechanisms to follow-up 
on the implementation of both the outcome of ICPD 
and the Dakar/Ngor Declaration. 

181. It noted that APC.3, which was held in Dakar, 
Senegal from 7 to 12 December 1 992, adopted the 
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Dakar/Ngor Declaration on Population, Family and 
Sustainable Development, set demographic targets 
to operationalize an accelerated implementation of 
the Kilimanjaro Programme of Action on African 
population and self-reliant development and recom
mended the establishment of a Follow-up Com
mittee to monitor the implementation of the 
Declaration. 

182. The Committee further noted that the Dakar/
Ngor Declaration would constitute the African 
Common Position on population at the ICPD and 
that the first session of the Follow-up Committee 
had been held on 24 and 25 March 1 994 in Addis 
Ababa. It reviewed the recommendations of the 
Follow-up Committee requiring action by the ECA 
Conference of Ministers. It appealed to member 
States which had not designated focal points for 
the follow-up on the implementation of the Dakar/
Ngor Declaration to do so and supported the con
vening of the Follow-up Committee after the ICPD. 

183. The Committee appreciated the efforts of 
OAU, in cooperation with ECA, to submit the 
Dakar/Ngor Declaration for approval by Heads of 
State and Government at the Tunis Summit. It also 
welcomed the proposal to establish, under the aegis 
of OAU, the African Population Commission to be 
serviced by the Joint OAU/ECA/ADB Secretariat. 

184. The Committee appealed to UNFPA and other 
donor agencies to support the implementation of the 
Dakar/Ngor Declaration at both national and regional 
levels. It also urged these donors to extend finan
cial assistance for the participation of African 
countries at the Cairo Conference. It commended 
France for its support which it had already provided 
to ECA towards implementing the Dakar/Ngor 
Declaration. 

(iv) Report on preparations for the second 
United Nations Conference on Human 
Settlements (E/ECA/CM.20/32) 

185. The Committee noted that the second United 
Nations Conference (Habitat II) was scheduled to be 
held from 3 to 1 4 June 1 996 in Turkey. It further 
noted that each country was to prepare a national 
report (for the world summit) providing an assess
ment of human settlements and shelter strategy as 
well as country-specific reviews, formulating shelter 
and sustainable settlements objectives and indicat
ing technical and financial assistance options. 

186. The Committee noted that the issue of 
Africa's preparation for Habitat II had been dis
cussed at a special meeting of African Ministers 
responsible for Human Settlements, the seventh 
meeting of the Joint Intergovernmental Regional 
Committee on Human Settlements a'nd Environ
ment, the fifty-eighth ordinary session of OAU and 
consultations between secretariats of ECA and 
UNCHS (Habitat). At the global level, activities 
included the organization of necessary technical 

assistance and financing for the preparation of 
reports at various levels. 

187. Three global meetings had also been held, 
namely the fourteenth session of the Commission 
on Human Settlements, the Preparatory Committee 
and the first substantive session of the Preparatory 
Committee. 

(v) Mid-term Regional Report for Africa on 
the implementation of the International 
Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction 
(E/ECA/CM.20/30 and E/ECA/
CM.20/30/Add.1 l 

188. The Committee noted that the World Con
ference was scheduled to be held from 23 to 27 
May 1994 in Yokohama, Japan and that in the 
course of the present decade, the international 
community would pay special attention to fostering 
international cooperation in reducing various forms 
of natural disasters. 

189. Towards this end, the Committee hoped that 
all countries likely to be inflicted by natural disasters 
would strengthen their mechanisms for natural 
disaster preparedness and management. This 
would entail development of guidelines and stra
tegies for actions; fostering scientific research and 
disseminating findings; and development of 
measures for the assessment, prediction, prevention 
and mitigation of natural disasters. These goals 
would be achieved through programmes of technical· 
assistance and technology transfer, demonstration 
projects, education and training tailored to specific 
hazards and locations. 

190. At the national level, the affected countries 
would need to initiate public awareness and infor
mation campaigns and develop the outlines of a 
disaster management training strategy devoted to' 
building an effective response capacity for sudden 
onset of disasters. National committees had been 
set up to provide relief in response to sudden 
disaster. It was noted, however, that resource 
deficiencies constituted a major impediment to 
efficient disaster mitigation. 

1 91 . The Committee was informed of preparations 
for and the organization of the World Conference on 
Natural Disaster Reduction to be held from 23 to 27 
May 1994 in Yokohama, Japan. In that regard, the 
African Common Position adopted ad referendum by 
the fifty-ninth ordinary session of the OAU Council 
of Ministers was presented in outline and sub
stance. 

192. The Committee took note of this presenta
tion. 

193. The Committee appealed to African countries 
to participate in a concerted manner at the 
Yokohama Conference on the mid-term review of 
the International Decade for Natural Disaster 
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Reduction and for development partners to extend 
financial assistance to African countries for this 
purpose. 

194. The Committee took note of all five reports on 
the preparations for the forthcoming global con
ferences. It adopted draft resolutions 3 (XV) on 
preparations for the second United Nations Con
ference on Human Settlements and 4 {XVJ on the 
preparation for the World Conference on Natural 
Disaster Reduction, Yokohama, Japan, 23-27 May 
1994. 

The African Federation of Women Entrepreneurs 
and the creation of an African bank for women: 
Progress Report [agenda Item 6(e)] 

195. The Committee considered document E/ECA/
CM.20/20 entitled "The African Federation df 
Women Entrepreneurs (AFWEJ and the creation of 
an African Bank for women: Progress report". 

196. The Committee noted with satisfaction that 
pursuant to resolution 736 (XXVII) ofthe eighteenth 

·meeting of the ECA Conference of Ministers, the 
African Federation of Women Entrepreneurs was 
created in June 1993, in Accra, Ghana. The objec
tives of the Federation are principally to build 
women capacities so as to enable them to contri
bute to economic and social development; form a 
pressure group to ensure that the interests of 
businesswomen were considered in the economic 
policies of the countries; increase the level of 
production and management of women economic 
activities particularly in the informal sector; and 
facilitate women's access to financial resources. 

197. The Committee took note of the major activi
ties undertaken by the Executive Committee of the 
Federation since its inception. Those activities 
included, inter alia, the elaboration of a programme 
of work for the period 1994-1997 which essentially 
centred on promotional activities for capacity build
ing and the adoption of mechanisms for collabora
tion with national and subregional women associa
tions. The Committee also noted that the Federa
tion had been registered in Ethiopia in order to use 
ECA facilities in the execution of its activities. 

198. With regard to the creation of an African bank 
for women, the Committee noted that a comprehen
sive feasibility study was indeed required. Such a 
study should spell out the operational modalities of 
the bank, resource mobilization strategies, target 
groups and procedures for granting and applying for 
credits at the national, subregional and regional 
levels. ECA should convene a committee of experts 
to consider this subject. 

199. The Committee further remarked that the 
African countries should give African women every 
opportunity to fully contribute to the continent's 
sustainable development. In this respect, it was 
recognized that even if most countries of the con-

tinent did not differentiate between men and 
women in the granting of business and other oppor
tunities, sensitization against the negative stereo
types of African women must continue. National 
women federations were expected to play a major 
role in this regard. 

200. The Committee acknowledged that banks 
should exercise some flexibility when it comes to 
guarantees for the granting of loans to women. In 
turn, women should present viable and quality pro
jects. Finally, the Committee noted with satisfac
tion the many activities undertaken by such 
organizations as the International Trade Centre in 
order to ensure the advancement of women in 
Africa's business sector. The Committee also noted 
lTC' s request to be a member of the Committee 
entrusted with the follow-up of the feasibility of 
creating an African bank for women. 

201 . The Committee took note of the report under 
consideration. 

Rationalization and harmonization of EGA-sponsored 
institutions [agenda item 6(f)] 

202. The Committee considered document E/ECA/
CM .20/21 entitled "Rationalization and harmoniza
tion of ECA-sponsored institutions". 

203. The Committee underscored the importance 
of making the ECA-sponsored institutions cost
effective and viable. It noted the recommendations 
in the study carried out by the secretariat with the 
assistance of the Ad hoc Committee of Ten with 
regard to the rationalization and harmonization of 
ECA-sponsored institutions, in particular by provid
ing cost-benefit analysis of the mergers proposed. 
The Committee noted that the new study which 
proposed the consolidation of eleven institutions 
into three was a follow-up to the one presented to 
the 1993 meeting of the Conference of Ministers. 

204. The Committee appreciated that the new 
study contained many details about the sponsored 
institutions. To that extent, it represented a signi
ficant improvement on the first study presented to 
the 1993 meeting of tl:le Conference of Ministers. 
However, it was observed that the new study still 
lacked such details as evaluation of capital assets of 
the institutions and proposals for dealing with re
deployment and lay-off of staff in the cases of 
mergers. Moreover, the new study focused on the 
merits of mergers without adequate analysis of dis
advantages of mergers. It also lacked detailed 
analysis of the implications of the proposed mergers 
for the host countries to these institutions. Ques
tions were also raised about whether all institutions 
and host countries were visited as required in reso
lution 754 (XXVIII) of 1993, and whether a 
thorough study of users of services of these insti
tutions had been done. It was observed that most 
of these issues were already covered in previous 
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studies on the subject both by the secretariat and 
the Committee of Ten. 

205. The Committee nonetheless emphasized that, 
given the dire financial situation of most of the 
sponsored institutions, the need for their rationaliza
tion and harmonization was urgent. In doing so, 
however, the following considerations should be 
borne in mind, namely that the choice of head
quarters of merged institutions has to be made by 
governments. In merging small and big institutions, 
it made sense to take the small institutions to the 
location of the big ones, provided that the host 
country meets the stipulated criteria. 

206. Underlining the need to give some of the insti
tutions time to achieve financial viability, the Com
mittee urged these institutions to increase their 
income-generating activities and strengthen their 
capacity for resource mobilization. In this regard, it 
was suggested that the institutions should market 
their products and services, particularly in the area 
of consultancies and research. They should also 
endeavour to commercialize the products of their 
research. The Committee noted that UNDP has 
given financial assistance to many of these insti
tutions for a long period. However, it was empha
sized that funding agencies such as UNDP should 
stand ready to lend their support when the mergers 
would have been eventually decided upon, so as to 
have the merged institutions build up their self
financing capability. 

207. The Committee endorsed the importance of 
mobilizing resources from Africa's development 
partners and recommended that the leadership of 
ECA-sponsored institutions should play a vital role 
in mobilizing resources in collaboration with ECA 
and other relevant United Nations agencies to sup
port the institutions' programmes and advance the 
fulfilment of their objectives. The Committee 
appealed to all the member States who had not paid 
their contributions and/or arrears to these institu
tions to do so in order to enhance their capacities 
and effectiveness. 

208. The Committee took note of the report and 
recommended that it be distributed for in-depth 
study and comments by the appropriate authorities 
of each member State. Subsequently, ECA should 
circulate the comments it received to all member 
States to provide the basis for informed decision. 

Implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action 
for Statistical Development in Africa in the 1990s: 
Progress report [agenda item 6(g)] 

209. Under this agenda item, the meeting dis
cussed document E/ECA/CM.20/22 entitled: "Imple
mentation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action for 
Statistical Development in Africa in the 1 990s: 
Progress report". 

21 0. The Committee appreciated the mid-term 
assessment of the implementation of the Addis 
Ababa Plan of Action for Statistical Development in 
Africa because it brought out the difficulties affect
ing some national statistical administrations. At the 
same time, the document provided information on 
the successful experiences of some countries. The 
Committee noted with satisfaction ECA's efforts in 
raising .the awareness of member States to the 
importance of the Plan of Action through its wide 
dissemination to relevant institutions. Guidelines for 
needs assessment and strategy formulation for 
implementing the Plan, taking into account the 
specific situation in each country, had also been 
disseminated to member States. 

211 . The r:ommittee regretted the slowness of the 
response to needs assessment surveys at the 
national levels. To date, only 14 countries were 
implementing the Plan. It was important to involve 
both public and private sectors in the national needs 
assessment. Statistical needs assessment was a 
dynamic process that required updating of data. 
Kenya and Nigeria have undertaken needs assess
ment programmes from which other countries can 
benefit. 

21 2. The Committee recognized the need for exter
nal technical assistance to support countries in the 
implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action. 
Monitoring the implementation of the Plan of Action 
required the production of periodic reports by statis
tical institutions, in collaboration with all national 
institutions concerned with statistical development 
programmes. To this end, ECA would soon make 
available to member States a document describing 
the framework for monitoring. African Statistics 
Day had been set for 18 November of each year 
and was celebrated for the fourth time on 1 8 
November 1993. This event was one of those 
emphasizing the importance of the role of statistics 
in all aspects of socio-economic life and was also an 
attempt to improve the substance of the Addis 
Ababa Plan of Action. 

213. The Committee noted with satisfaction that 
the twenty-eighth session of the United Nations 
Statistical Commission, held in New York in March 
1993, viewed the Plan of Action as the best plat
form for future technical cooperation for statistical 
development in Africa. The recognition of this 
framework implied an active role for ECA in this 
area, along with the increased financial require
ments. The Committee hoped that the regular 
United Nations programme of technical cooperation 
for world-wide statistical development would be 
reviewed and that the resources for meeting the 
needs of such cooperation would be allocated to 
ECA to facilitate implementation of the Addis Ababa 
Plan of Action. 

214. The Committee noted the difficulties which 
currently impeded the funding of ECA activities 
relating to the Plan, within the context of the 
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arrangements for Technical Support Services (TSS) 
(TSS1 and TSS2). However, it was pointed out 
that ECA would contact the United Nations 
Department· of Support and Management Services 
to assist in the implementation of the Addis Ababa 
Plan of Action. 

21 5. The Committee took note of the suggestions 
to recognize the importance of statistical operations 
for public administration. It noted the wealth of 
experience of some African countries in statistical 
development, which could be used to strengthen 
implementation of the Addis Ababa Plan of Action 
within the framework of technical cooperation 
among developing countries. 

216. Finally, the Committee called upon funding 
organizations to increase their support of statistical 
development efforts in Africa at national, sub
regional and regional levels. 

21 7. The Committee took note of the report. 

Science and technology for the development of 
Africa [agenda item 6{h)J 

218. The Committee considered document E/ECA/
CM.20/29 entitled "Science and technology for the 
development of Africa." 

219. The Committee noted that Africa's poor 
economic growth was partly attributable to heavy 
reliance on export of raw materials and commo
dities. This, in turn, was due to lack of indigenous 
scientific and technological capacity to add value to 
the raw materials. With the international market 
price of these commodities continuously falling and 
the growing possibilities of developed countries 
producing synthetics and other substitutes through 
advanced technologies, there was an urgent need 
for African countries to redress the situation and to 
make a breakthrough in the application of science 
and technology for their development. 

220. The Committee appreciated the initiatives of 
ECA, in collaboration with OAU, ADB and the 
African scientific community, to promote the 
development and application of science and 
technology for African development through the 
establishment of regional institutions. 

221. The Committee observed that among the fac
tors responsible for Africa's lack of technological 
advancement are the continuing mystification of 
science and technology; the failure to assimilate 
scientific and technological practices; the lack of 
deliberate effort to harness existing capacities in 
S&T in individual countries; and the absence of 
serious interface between African scientists and 
policy makers. The Committee emphasized the 
need to remove these impediments to promoting 
science and technology for development in Africa. 
In particular, it advised that ECA should avoid the 
traditional approach to policy interface between 

policy makers and scientists based on occasional 
retreats in exclusive resorts. Dialogue between 
African scientists and policy makers should be more 
frequent. 

222. The Committee recognized the need to accord 
high-level attention to issues of science and 
technology in Africa, and suggested that national 
participation in the African Regional Conference on 
Science and Technology be upgraded to level of 
ministers responsible for science and technology. 

223. Regarding the establishment of the African 
Foundation for Research and Development 
(AFRAND), the Committee was informed of the pro
gress made since the promoters were encouraged 
by the nineteenth meeting of the Conference of 
Ministers to proceed with the feasibility study on its 
establishment. The Committee heard that the feasi
bility study had been evaluated by the Evaluation 
Conference, in May 1993, which recommended its 
establishment to the Task Force on AFRAND. In 
turn, the Task Force accepted the recommendation 
which it presented to the first Presidential Forum on 
Management of Science and Technology for 
Development in Africa which was held in Gaborone, 
Botswana in October/November 1993. The Presi
dential Forum, which was organized by the 
Research and Development for Science-Led 
Development in Africa (RANDFORUM), with the 
collaboration of ECA, supported the establishment 
of an autonomous, continent-wide African Founda
tion For Research and Development (AFRAND) in 
order to provide an enduring resource base for 
sustaining development oriented R&D in Africa. 

224. The Committee cautioned against the creation 
of another S& T organization when many others 
which had been established before were suffering 
from lack of financial resources. Concerns were 
expressed that the new institution would require 
financing from member States which were already 
overburdened with the contributions to the existing 
institutions. It was explained, however, that a 
major objective of AFRAND was to mobilize finan
cial resources for funding R&D activities and that it 
would promote collaboration and interface between 
R&D specialists, entrepreneurs, industrialists and 
funding agencies. As such, it would not require 
mandatory contributions from the member States in 
the way the existing R&D institutions require. 

225. In connection with the proposed establish
ment of AFRAND, the Committee was informed that 
OAU had been represented at a high level in all the 
meetings organized, particularly the Presidential 
Forum held in Gaborone in October 1993. Given 
the fact that the policy organs of OAU were setting 
up science and technology development structures 
within the Organization, OAU would communicate 
its final position on the proposed establishment of 
AFRAND at a later date. 
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226. The ,Com.r:nittee,-too~ not!'! .Pf the report··as 
well as the for;t.h,cominp -~e~ioe~i,ial, forum, -?r tre 
establishment of· AFR:AND al'ld re'quested the ECA 
secretariat to pursue th~ fe?sibility study. 

.~ '• ; . l -- ' -.~ • '- . • : ·~ -. ' ' . < ' ••• ' ' ' 

Strategy and Pcogramme'·af'ActiOri fof lharirle and 
ocean affairs in Africa tage'naa item· 6(i)] 

\ ,, \ 

'2.-2."~l. The, Committee considered document E/ECAi
'c--M.:l0/34:: entitle'd·-~~~Straiegy-- ·and Prdgr1liilme "ot 
Action 'tor ma.rine·'and bcearf'affairs 'i-n •Afric~·•. -C: 

' . ' ' ' ' ' '•'• 

2f8. The Committl;!enott~d that, the document was 
the report of ·a hig!J-level n~gioo-alleader~~ip seminar 
bn marine/ocean affai~;S that was.-orgahized by ~C~, 
in collaboration with tHe ' .. fnternatioi'lal Ocean 
Institute (IQU, ,frpm.-.2~-.-March, to .2 ~pril :1994 in 
Addis AQaba-. !~ waa-:th'e: first sem.ir:tar :of its kind 
he:Jcf in Africa since the. Uti'ited Nation~ ·c'onvention 
on 'the Law of the Sea '(UNCLdS)' ·was adopted in 
1982. The ConyentiQA,' wm come into fc:>rce ·in 
November 1994; · Of' thfl'' 6-1'-'-'eountries:wnieh -had 
ratified the Convention world:-wlcte''a't thaftime, 27 
Wli!re African States. :. ·. _ ... , , : , 

,·, ~ I ' ' :' ' ' ' ; ! '' ', '. :, • 

. ,I··:·'··-.,'' ' ' : ~ i :: ~· . •\' ~ ,'' :__ •' 

· 2~. T_he_ Corrifl1it_tee observ~q th~t the qbjectlves 
. '0~ I' the' leadership seminar ah- marin·e 'and- -ocean 
affairs were'·to' assist': Africa~ii countri6's in dev~1op
ing policies, strategies and guidelines'-for 'enhancing 
the exploration-. atild. e?Cploitation · of marine/ocean 

. :resources at the. national, ~ubr~'gionai and regional 
levels;''proVide. a' fonfm 'fbr di:alogu'e: ·atnong Afl'ic~:in 
· sehior goverhmeni offlC'ials· Iii' this. s~ctor 1ord1ow to 
irh~rPfet,· irrtplement and-'6eileftt from 'uNCLes;- an.d 

·t~ilt~' ihto accO'unt-'tM ·provisiOiis.'bt :oN'ct.os ·and 
Agenda 21 in order to ·pro'in'ote' su·stafn:ab'ie develop
ment. 

1 )~ I • , f f, } , I , ,.. " , 

23d · }"n,e ·p~~':;islohs 91 the,,Go~~~~i6Q 'on the:-~a"W 
'6fthe Sea; tt)e Comrnitt~ no-ted, Pr'9Vide'(j-Atfric~n 
·co,lintrie-s' ()pportuhl~jes to. benefif .frprti eXpiQitatiQI') 
·M't~es'e f~sburces.',.ECA had been,assistin,Q Afri~an 
'coastcil', islanCf, and larid~locke'd CQU.fl:~Fies .in- Ct~ating 
. awarene~s abouttJNCtos ~nd ~ncouraging th~m._to 
· tatlfy th~' C_i:lnvention; ·'provid-ing a~hiisory services 
on capacity' 6\Jiiding for exploration; expfoitat'ion and 
management of: ocean resowces; a11d organi.:1:i.ng 
.s,e~sitiiatidn · -me.eti~gs '· a~'(t tr.a.inin~{ workr 
_ sh?ps/s~ina.r:~; :: .·,_. , . · _ ... ~- ;· ... , , . , :: 

:2·31 , :, It was -no~e'd. tnat all 'th~. ,five ~ubreg;QO~ ~f 
'At ric~ . WE!re. riGh iq, mari~ res.outCe;S' which1 =. i:f 
explo'it~d- rationally, would: go a.·IOQGJ way- tow.,rds 
creating food balance a·ri(j food security: Further
-more, ~he ·oceans had both t~ving t;tn_c;l .non-living 
resources Which Ctl>U1d be• exp:loited ·tO· cootri~te 
-~,i.9n.i.ficah~ly .towards' atJainif.lQ. tooo.,J;ec,wity ·-ar:tQ 
overa_ll -~~cio~economic. development.' .: . ': -~c ;-. 

••• 1 - ,-, 

232. ·The ·Committee endo(sed :th~. ·StJJategy. ~ ~nd 
Progra~me ·, o~ .Actiop ·for .MarinetOc~an , Affairs 
·p(wefopment in. Africa 'whiGh 'wa~ the· .outooma of 
th~{ le-adership ,serrlin.~r. ' Tile· Str.ategy ·amd .. Pr.o~ 
P,!amme of ~c~~~~ co~~~i~ed f!'ef!'s\.J.r'e$ ~t"lat f!.eeded 

.. to be rmple\n.ented Q)!·,!llE!fT:lQ~n~t~~i i~fW.!~f,l§t 
, i1_1tergov~rnl!lent~l. an~.n.on7"ove,r~al q[!Qen,iz~
Jiqns_jfl prder tR, develoP, Atri~JD ~bl~li~~ for 
'f_!}\~IQ!tirg. th~ sea ~~SOUF~e~ .. ~vail~~~k\~E@S S4f-
i"OUn}fing f.fric~., ,7fhe, -~Pi~tegy., r~mmended 
actions relating to the ratificationr~n.d establishmeqt 
of legislation for activities in tl')e: area-_ of marine 
resource exploitation; institutional framework, parti
cularly coordination me~hanism at natiof,\allevel and 
cp()peration among States, .including data coJtection, 
·ari~llysis an~ dissemination; poltcy framework includ
ing 'ti\~ formulation of policies for developn)ert of 
capf~bilitie~ :~o expfore Qnd exploit resources; special 
needs of land-locked States; project identification 
~nd elaboration; .and. the. mobilization· of financial 
resourbes from iot~ma.tiooal .. fundirlQ agencies. The 
'tofl\rf!ihee urged ,member·State~ to i.'lcorporate the 
Str~tegy,<in'. :their- l')ation~l. and .. subregional pro
:g"rahlmes for tl:le'managemeht of marine and ocean 
'resource~: .. ·-' :·,:'' .-· · · · · - · 

.· r·:' .,. 1 ' ·' -

·,~ ~~~ ,l; ;: r<J;-, •. ~ 

'233 .. Ttw C.Pmmittee. took note pf the r:eport'and 
'adopted· qraft..resolutioo :5 .(XVlr. ·. · , ·.' · ',,, .. · 
~l!~ . ~ -

- : .. ,· ~ ' ' ' ,_- (' '. I - • - • ( i J • '~; I l ~-- 1-- J ~ j J I 

· ·EC.A ·activities in the ,field of emergencY; .humani
·_'tarian, rehabilitation. reconstrpctjon -and,devf!{op
l.iJent !n-Africa:' ProqEeS5 reoart {agenda item: 6tj)}_ .. •. . ' 

,1-', ,., C:: 
v ~ , .. 

234. The Committee considered document E/ECA/
CM .. 20./23-· entitled 'lECA, ar:;tivities, in the, field, of 
emergency, humanitarian, rehabilitation, reconstr-uc
tion and development in Africa: Progress report". 

235. The Committee observ-edthatAfrica had, over 
many years, sUffered from the effects of extremely 
se~iou~. conflic.t~, resuJtinQ in the pisplaceme,n\,)~f 
millions of people;·.:.. Periodic drooghts"'had ·similarly 
contributed to emergency conditions. African capa
.citi~s_ for .-resppn~inQ to such ~q'l-n~~n,9}~ :·Ner~ 
inadQ®ate;: ·ln~vi~vy of t~.e Jaroe nm1'?et.Rf,_ex•sti=~g 
and po-~~nt~al, "rtfoi;JbJe ~,pot,s\ ir;1. ~fr•ca,1:- the.-CQffi
mitte~ not~ that :the· ~nit~d NatiQO§)P g~(i~ral, a~d 
EC~ tn· pafittcular, ·had_ \'l.<:h!ipeQAA.~!e !H)~s~~'? ,PJay_ •p 
terms .. of_, Jesp_o~ding ~,Q Jtif cq(W>i~~.mP,~rg.rtrc,ie~ 
th!.lt were_erup:tmg thr~ush.?ur.tqe8~~·tW:'·. , .. , . 
; ·' :. ' ' ' . ~ ' ·, ' '- ) 6 t - " ' 
236. Ttte= Committee Jw.~l:Jir: O:oteAL-:tti~~~:lrapi
tiena-llv~ .. ecA had pt~ve,i:L ~Jra~r¥'..r;q~ej~ ~rqyj~irw 
s.ltl)port to subregional anc;l re~iqpa! e.t~grm, t~(!,,pr~
moted economic develoJ_>men~. _ Jr;t~e.QJ;~H8!'l w;t.~ co
operation. Taking into accounf tnft new· United 
_Nat!9.11! _v!~i:Qn o.f humanit~ri~n, a~~ist~n;~. ~~.C9!1~i 
$tructjon. an~ gev~topf11e~t,·,~rye _ (;q~rf!mJ,ttee ;~~r~~~d · 
that preventiVe d•plom~cy had ,ecq!l~mitnmo~~:C:J~f 
dimensions. "· 1 · · · ·"--'-· '--- •. _,_,,, · .cc..:.-~"--

:- I 1 I _ ' • ' ' ' , ) , ..! l , \ ' 1 • <' ' -, .' 1 ~ ) ':' ~ ~ ::--

237. The Committe~ J1o'te<tECA' s .strategy for -deal~ 
ing with .these err:'ergenc.ie$--whic.h :etJc~mpa~~~d -the 
cpntin~:~um from rehabilj~tjon to tecpr)structioo and 
development; .and· continuum tn)q1 national. tc:i. sub
.regiona.Land (egi?.n.~l levels . .' ~awards this e~d, the 
Committee noted tbat ECA.-had prepared a report 
~ A~nda -on emergent¥, huma:nitorian, rehabilitation 
and reconstruction. affairs in Afdca". T~il" report 
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t~ri'he~ the basis of m1ss1ons fielded by ECA to 
Ethlb~h'l, Eritrea, Mozambique. Rwanda and 
SoMI!Ili!l• Thl Committee took note of the fact that 
the Government of Mozambique expected ECA to 
be involved in mobilizing financial resources for 
implementation of that country's master plan tor 
reconstruction and development. 

238. While it welcomed external assistance for 
dealing with humanitarian emergencies in Africa, 
the Committee suggested the involvement of 
African NGOs in management and distribution of 
relief supplies to African countries in need of help. 

239. In order for the ECA agenda for emergency to 
be fully comprehensive for tackling both natural and 
man-made disasters in the region, the Committee 
suggested that additional prerequisites such as the 
establishment of a database on both national and 
regional potential to respond to such disasters; 
formulation of regional and national plans to deal 
with natural disasters; and coordination at national 
and' regional levels to respond to emergency and 
htima:Aitarian relief appeals, should be incorporated 
i~'''4fle:. agenda. Together with other international 
in&titutions and NGOs, the Committee believed that 
a more comprehensive framework, with these addi-

. ti(')tial attributes, could be evolved. 
' ';·- '. 
'•l• -:..; ... 

240. The Committee noted the report and adopted 
9raft resolution 6 (XVl. 

' 

PART IV. 

.•. ~~,,~-~~ : :~i~ -
STATUTORY ISSUES 

$fgff and administrative questions [agenda Item 
7tal1 

. -.~41 . Tm, Committee took note of the report on 
$taff · -.4·· ttt'lministrative questions (E/ECA/
CM:'26t4,4,). It also took note of the additional 
information provided on the appointment of a new 
United Nations Under-Secretary-General in charge of 
admit"'it!trat'iOr\\; the participation of ECA staff 
member~-, .. i~· .1~e· monitoring of elections in South 
Africa, ;;i~~~wet~,as the date set for the completion of 
the new :ECA conference centre at ECA head
qua,tef~l,nEJmely 28 March 1995. The new centre, 
it wa$ riml(t, would become operational a few 
montns..-equent to that date. 

' ·' 

If:· .. · from the subsidiar or ans and se tor a/ 
b ... · s of the Commission callin for action b the 
r;an erence of Ministers [agenda 7(b)J 

242. The Committee took note of documents 
E/ECA/CM.20/25, E/ECA/CM.20/25/Add.1 and 
E/ECA/CM .20/25/Add.2/Rev .1 containing resolu
tions and decisions submitted to the Commission for 
consideration and adoption or for information by the 
subsidiary organs which had held meetings since 
the last session of the Commission. The Comm1ttee 
took note of the reports and adopted draft resolu
tions 11 lXV). 12 (XV). 13 !XVI. 14 (XV). 15 lXV), 

16 lXV), 17 (XV), 18 (XV), 19 (XVI 20 (XV), 
21 (XV), 22 (XV), 23 (XV) and 24 (XV). 

PART V. 
PROGRAMME OF WORK AND PRIORITIES 

OF THE COMMISSION 

Proposals for updating the 1994-1995 programme 
of work and priorities in the light of General 
Assembly appropriations [agenda item 8(a)] 

243. The Committee considered document E/ECA/
CM.20/26 entitled "Proposals for updating the 
1994-1 995 programme of work and priorities in the 
light of General Assembly appropriations". 

244. The Committee approved the activities pro
posed for inclusion in the 1994-1 995 programme of 
work and priorities as contained in the document. 

Programme evaluation in the Economic Comm1ssion 
for Africa [agenda item 8(bJ] 

245. The Committee considered documents 
E/ECA/CM.20/27, E/ECA/CM.20/27/Add.1 and 
E/ECA/CM.20/27/Add.2 entitled "Programme 
evaluation in the United Nations Economic Com
mission for Africa". 

246. The Committee appreciated the reports on the 
evaluatiOn of the programmes undertaken since the 
last sess1on of the Comm1ssion. The Committee 
noted that there were four types of evaluation, 
namely self-evaluation, ad hoc evaluation, in-depth 
evaluation and external evaluation. 

24 7. The Committee noted that the self-evaluations 
carried out covered about one-third of the subpro
grammes of the Commission and that the findings 
confirmed the need for improving relevance to the 
priorities of member States. The need to give due 
consideration to the specific needs of least 
developed, land-locked and island countries, in 
conformity with the related international action 
programmes was, in particular, pointed out. 

248. The Committee, however, noted with regret 
that some key activities of interest to African 
member States had not been undertaken because of 
~ack of resources. The cancellation of the activities 
relating to monitoring of the movement of 
dangerous and toxic waste in Africa was singled out 
as an example of such activity. 

249. The Committee took note of the reports and 
the programme on development issues and policies 
(DIP), ECA; and Programme 45: Critical economic 
situation, recovery and development in Africa. The 
Committee took note with appreciation of the 
recommendations in the reports. The recommenda
tion on the strengthening of the capacities of the 
Multinational Programming and Operational Centres 
(MULPOCs) were particularly endorsed. In this 
regard. the Committee commended the initiatives 
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already taken by the Executive Secretary towards 
that end, including the outposting of some regional 
advisers to the MULPOCs. 

250. With regard to Programme 45 on Africa's 
critical. situation, recovery and development, the 
Committee referred to its earlier discussion on the 
implementation of the United Nations New Agenda 
for the Development of Africa in the 1990s and the 
general view about the importance of effective co
ordination of the implementation of the programme. 
However, the Committee noted that the resources 
made available to the various subprogrammes for 
the implementation of UN-NADAF were not evenly 
distributed and that the amount allocated to the 
Commission was grossly inadequate. 

251. The Committee suggested that the resolution 
on UN-NADAF should also take care of the need for 
strengthening the capacity of the Commission in 
responding to its expanded responsibilities for 
improved coordination at the regional level, in the 
framework of the implementation of UN-NADAF and 
the Abuja Treaty establishing the African Economic 
Community. The Committee expressed the view 
that consideration should be given towards the 
decentralization of the whole of Programme 45. 

252. The Committee took note of the reports and 
adopted draft resolutions 7 (XV), 8 (XV) and 
9 (XV). 

Strengthening ECA ooerational caoacitv: extra
budgetary resources. current situation and future 
prospects [agenda item 8(c)] 

253. The Committee considered document E/ECA/
CM.20/28 entitled "Strengthening ECA operational 
capacity: extrabudgetary resources, current status 
and prospects". 

254. The Committee observed that, in resolution 
33/202 adopted in 1979, the General Assembly had 
granted the status of executing agencies· to the 
regional commissions. This enabled ECA to supple
ment the resources available to it from the United 
Nations regular budget with extrabudgetary 
resources provided by the funding agencies of the 
United Nations, specifically UNDP and UNFPA, for 
its technical programmes of assistance to its 
member States. The Commission also obtained 
extrabudgetary resources from bilateral and multi
lateral sources outside the United Nations system. 

255. The Committee noted that the situation of 
extrabudgetary resources had worsened drastically 
during the 1992-1993 biennium, falling to 
$29,163,052 from $45,647,531 in the previous 
biennium. This decline was attributed to a number 
of reasons: the most significant factor was the 
reduction in funds from UNDP and UNFPA due 
largely to the implementation of General Assembly 
resolutions on national execution of development 
projects. Resources provided by the two institu-

tions to ECA declined from $51 ,406,334 under the 
fourth programming cycle to a negligible allocation 
under the fifth programming cycle. During the 
1992-1993 biennium, resources provided to ECA 
from UNDP amounted to $15,034,630, or nearly 52 
per cent of ECA's extrabudgetary resources for that 
period. Bilateral resources also diminished due to 
the reduction in pledges and actual contributions to 
UNTFAD by member States. 

256. To counteract this undesirable situation, the 
Committee noted that the Commission had intensi
fied its efforts to attract funding from bilateral 
sources. The Committee considered the proposal of 
allocating about 1 per cent of their UNDP national 
IPFs to be utilized to finance regional and sub
regional integration projects. 

257. The Committee took note of the report and 
adopted draft resolution 1 0 (XV). 

Anv other business (agenda item 9) 

258. Under this agenda item, the Committee con
sidered document E/ECA/CM.30/36 on the proposal 
for an amendment of the terms of reference and 
renaming the Commission the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission for Africa. 

259. Some participants argued that the proposal 
was meant to bring the name of the Commission to 
reflect its mandate, as such they had no difficulty 
with the proposal, especially if a change in the 
name would attract more resources to the Commis
sion. However, some other delegations felt that 
since the scope of ECA's activities had always 
encompassed the social aspects of development, in 
accordance with its mandate, there was no need for 
a change in name. They also observed that 
resources were mobilized on the basis of mandate 
rather than name. Thus UNECA would still attract 
financial resources on the basis of the mandate. 
Still, some others argued that an issue of such 
importance needed discussion at the national level 
and would therefore require more time for their 
governments to formulate their position on the 
issue. 

260. The Committee then decided to refer the pro
posal to the Conference of Ministers for further con
sideration. 

Date and venue of the sixteenth meeting of the 
Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole 
(TEPCOWJ (agenda item 1 0) 

261 . The Committee decided to refer this agenda 
item to the Ministers. 

Adoption of the report (agenda item 11 ) 

262. Under this agenda item, the Chairman of the 
sub-committee on resolutions made a presentation 
on the work of the sub-committee. He said that the 
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sub-committee had, in addition to all the draft reso
lutions, decisions and declarations referred to it, 
considered the document entitled "Agenda for 
building and utilizing critical capacities in Africa: A 
preliminary report" (E/ECA/CM.20/6). 

263. The document synthesized the issues raised 
and the analysis and conclusions drawn in the eight 
area theme papers which had been discussed in 
plenary. The report was still preliminary at this 
stage and as such, only raised those issues that 
were of central relevance to development capacity 
building in Africa. It was also preliminary in that the 
meeting of the Conference of Ministers, through 
this sub-committee and TEPCOW, was expected to 
examine the analysis, conclusions and recommenda
tions of the report with a view to enriching them 
and to providing the guidance necessary for a full 
and complete study to be undertaken and submitted 
to the 1995 meeting of the Conference of Ministers 
for consideration. It was expected that the entire 
exercise would culminate in a medium- to long-term 
programme of cooperation which should constitute 
the framework for action on Africa's development 
priorities by African countries individually and 
collectively as well as by their development 
partners. 

264. The sub-committee had commended the 
secretariat for the quality of the document and had 

prepared a draft resolution on the framework 
agenda for building and utilizing critical capacities in 
Africa for consideration and adoption by the Con
ference of Ministers through TEPCOW. 

265. The Committee took n'ote of the presentation 
of the Chairman of the sub-committee and adopted 
draft resolution 2 (XV). 

Closure of the meeting (agenda item 1 2) 

266. The Chairman thanked the participants, the 
Executive Secretary and members of staff of the 
secretariat for their cooperation and support which 
facilitated the successful conclusion ofthe meeting. 

267. The Executive Secretary expressed his grati
tude to all the delegations for their contribution to 
the success of the meeting. He was particularly 
encouraged by their frank contributions regarding 
issues related to critical capacity building for the 
accelerated socio-economic development for the 
African region. He thanked the Chairman and all 
members of the Bureau for the effective way in 
which they conducted the affairs of the Committee. 

268. The Chairman then declared the meeting 
closed. 
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Conference of African Ministers of Twelfth meeting E/ECA/TRADE/93/23 
Trade 22·24 October 1993 

Chairman: 
Rapporteur: 

Tunisia 
Congo 

Regional Conference on the 
Development and Utilization of Mineral 
Resources in Africa 

Chairman: 
First Rapporteur: 
Second Rapporteur: 

Ethiopia 
Ghana 
Gabon 

Meeting of the Intergovernmental 
Committee of Experts on Science and 
Technology Development 

Chairman: 
First Rapporteur: 
Second Rapporteur: 

Ethiopia 
Botswana 
Cape Verde 

Conference of African Ministers of 
Finance 

Chairman: 
Rapporteur: 

Gabon 
Mozambique 

Joint Conference of African Planners 
Statisticians, Demographers and 
Information Scientists 

Chairman: 
Rapporteur: 

Morocco 
Uganda 

Meeting of the Africa Regional 
Coordinating Committee for the 
Integration of Women in Development 
(ARCCJ 

President: 
Rapporteur: 

Nigeria 
Uganda 

Meeting of the Technical Preparatory 
Committee of the Whole (TEPCOWJ 

Chairman: 
Rapporteur: 

Tunisia 
Gabon 

Tunis, Tunisia 

Fifth meeting 
1 0-1 7 November 
1993 

Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia 

Eighth meeting 
22-25 November 
1993 

Addis Ababa 

Fifth meeting 
1-2 March 1994 

Libreville, Gabon 

Eighth meeting 
21-26 March 1994 

Addis Ababa 

Fifteenth meeting 
20-22 April 1994 

Addis Ababa 

Fifteenth meeting 
26 April - 1 May 
1994 

Addis Ababa 
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