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Letter dated 17 March 1981 from the representative of the Federal Republic of Germany
to the President of the Conference

I have the honour to draw your attention to the proposal
made by my delegation at the 135th meeting of the Conference
on 25 August 1980,3 as to the candidature of the Free and
Hanseatic City of Hamburg for the seat of the International
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, to be established under the
convention.

I should be grateful if, together with this letter, the attached
aide-memoire could be circulated as an official document of
the Conference. In the aide-memoire the Government of the
Federal Republic of Germany explains its reasons for submit-
ting the candidature. The brochure referred to in the aide-
memoire has already been transmitted to all delegations.

(Signed) H. DREHER
Head of the delegation of the
Federal Republic of Germany

to the Third United Nations Conference
on the Law of the Sea

AIDE-MEMOIRE
Since it was convened seven years ago, the Third United

Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea has made signifi-
cant progress towards establishing an equitable regime for the
use of the high seas. Within that regime considerable
importance will attach to the modus for the peaceful settle-
ment of disputes and especially to the International Tribunal

•' Ibid.

[Original: English]
[18 March 1981}

for the Law of the Sea to be established under the proposed
convention. At the ninth session of the Conference on the Law
of the Sea, the delegate of the Federal Republic of Germany
proposed that the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg be
chosen as the seat of that Tribunal. The Federal Government is
convinced that Hamburg would be a suitable home for this
institution which will play an important role in ensuring the
functioning of the new law of the sea regime. A special bro-
chure which has already been transmitted to all delegations
describes the local amenities and other advantages which
Hamburg has to offer.

The application of the Federal Republic of Germany relates
to a city of high international standing which would therefore
be a representative seat for such an institution and which of-
fers all the facilities for the Tribunal to function effectively
and successfully.

But apart from the favourable local conditions, the Federal
Government would also like to draw attention to the following
aspects in support of the application:

Firstly, within the context of international law, the Govern-
ment of the Federal Republic of Germany has always recom-
mended the most comprehensive range of instruments possible
for the peaceful settlement of disputes, especially through the
operation of international tribunals. This applies in very spe-
cial measure to the modus for the settlement of disputes for
which provision has been made in the proposed Convention on
the Law of the Sea.
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Secondly, the Government of the Federal Republic of
Germany has from the outset attached high priority to partici-
pation in the work of the United Nations. It has always sought
to play a constructive part in ensuring the functioning of the
United Nations system, both by means of its regular contribu-
tions and by its participation in the peace-keeping, economic,
social and cultural activities of the United Nations and its
specialized agencies. It would be an acknowledgement of these
efforts if an institution linked with the United Nations like the
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea were to have its
seat in the territory of the Federal Republic of Germany.

Thirdly, the Federal Republic of Germany, being a country
with a short coast-line, belongs at the Conference to the group
of land-locked and geographically disadvantaged States. It

does not derive any benefit from the enlargement and readjust-
ment of sea areas. Realizing, however, that the law of the sea
in its present form needs to be adapted to the political and
economic circumstances of our time, it has, together with the
other geographically disadvantaged States, played a construc-
tive role at the Conference from the outset. It believes, there-
fore, that the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, an
important institution of the law of the sea, should have its seat
in Hamburg and thus in the only geographically disadvantaged
State to have applied.

The Federal Government will be grateful for every support
for the candidature of the Free and Hanseatic City of Ham-
burg as the seat of the International Tribunal for the Law of
the Sea which it proposes, and asks for such support.
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