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Eb "CTIVE IMPLEMENTATION OF INTERNATIONAL INSTRUMENTS ON HUMAN
RIGHTS. INCLUDING REPORTING OBLIGATIONS UNDER INTERNATIONAL

INSTRUMENTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS

Australia, Austria, Canada, Denmark, Hun~ary, ~~ Italy~

Netherlands, NorwAY, PhilipRin~Qrtugal, S~eden ~n~

¥ugosloyioz draft resolut1Qn

Effective implementatiQD of ~~tionol iDptr~1 QO humAn
ri9hts~ iDcludio~ repQrtin~ Q~11gatioDI undeI_interoot!ooAl

instrwnents Oil hwnQ.lLrighU

The Gengral Assembly.

Recalling its resolutiQn 43/115 of B December 1988. as well as other relevant
resolutions Qf the General Assembly.

I.A.kiog nQte Qf Conuninion on Hwna1l Rights resolutions 1989/4( and 1989/47 '}f

6 March 1989, 1/

Reoffirming that the effective implent,ntotion of United Nations inltrumentl on
human rights is of major importance to the efforts of the Organization. pursuant to
the Charter of the United Nation!! an" to the Universal Declaration of Humftn
Rights 1/ to promote universal respect for and observftnce of human rights and
fundamental freedorns,

1/ See Official ROco~~~_Economic And_S~clA1-~ouocil, ~1iL 5ygpltmtnt
~L-i (E/1989/20), ~hap. 11. sect. A.

1/ Resolution 211 A (Ill).
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Considoring that the elfective lunctioninq of treaty bodies established
pursuant to United Nativns human riqhts instruments is indispensablo for the
effective implementation of such instruments,

Reaffirming its res· 0nsibility to ensure the prop~r functioning of the
afor~said treaty bodi~~, created pursuant to instruments ~dopted by the General
Assembl], and, in this connection, further reaffirming the importance ofl

(a) Ensuring the effective functioning of systems of periOdic reporting by
States partie~ to those instruments;

(b) l.1dressing the quest.ion of securing sufficient financial l.esour.ces, which
continue~ t hamper the proper functioninq of human rights treaty bodies, and of
providing suffici~nt r~sources to ensure their effective functioning;

(c) Addressing questions ot both reporting obHr,ati.:>ns and financial
implications whenever considering the possihility of t'st~blishing any further human
rights inctruments,

M.Q.QCilnizing that th"! effective implementation of indtruments on human lights,
involving periodic reporting by States parties to the rele"ant treaty bodies ane
the efficient functioning of the treaty bodies th, mselves, not only enhance~

international dccountability in ralation to the promotion and pr"tectlon of human
rights, but also provides Stat~~ pal~ies with a va!uable opp0rtunity to review
policieJ and programmes aff~cti,g the promotion and protecti0n of human rights and
to make any appropriate adjustments,

~~sing concern about the continuing and increasing backlog of reports on
implementation hy States parties of United Nations instruments on human rights and
ahout delays in ~ousideration of reports by the treaty bodies,

IAk1n~ ot the report of the Secretary-Gener~l lIon progress ~chieved in
enhancing the effective functioning of the hum~n rights bodies, pursuant,
inter.1!.li.A, t.o the conclusion! and recommendatiom:. of: the meeting of persons
cha~;jng the human rights trf'aty bodies. held at Geneva from 10 to
1. October 1988, il

TAking npte with Appreciation of the study ~I on possible long-term a~proaches

to enhancing the effective oper~tion of exist~ng und prospective boGies pstablisheu
under Unit-d Wations human rights instruments, prepared by an independent expert
pursuant to the above-mentioned resolution~,

J.I A/44/539.

il A/44/!l8.

51 A/44/666, anner..

/ ...
Digitized by Dag Hammarskjöld Library



A/C.3/44/L.73
English
Page 3

1. ~n1Q.U~A the recommendations l,t the meeth4.;J of chairpersons ot the llumar.
right~ •. reaty bodies aimed at streamlining, rationalizing and otherwise improving
reporting proced'\f&9, a'!' well as the continuing efforts in this connection by the
treaty bodies and the Secretal~-General within their respective spher6s of
competenco I

2. We.~.Ql!le~ the appointment by the Secretary-General of ~. l:ask force to
prepare a st,udy all computerizing, as tar as possible, the work of the
treaty-mollit.'ring bodies, with a view t.o ir.creasing efficiency a.,d facilitating
compliance by States parties with their l'eporting obligations and the flxamination
of report, by the treaty oodies;

3. Ijlk1HLnQJ.~ of the Ser.retary-GeJl~ral's report fl/ to the Comrr.ittee on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights showi~'J the extent of overlapping i~sues dealt
with in international hwnan rtghts treaties, which will assist efforts to reduce,
as appropriate, duplication in the sup~rvisory bo~ie8 oL issues raised with respect
to any given State party;

4. ~r~~uragQS the Secret3ry-General to proceed with the planned
finalization, and circulation to the various treaty bodies by the end of 1989, of
the dratL detailed reporting manual to assist States in the fulfilment of their
reporting obligations;

5. Again urges States p~rties to make every effort to meet their reporting
obligatlop~ an~ to contribute, indlvid~ally and through meetings of States parties,
to identitying and implementing ways of further streamlining and improving
reporting procedures as well as enhanci~g cO-v~dination and information flow
botween the treaty bodies and with relevant United Nations bodies, including
specialized ~gencies;

6. ~~mu the emphasis placed by the meeting l'·t et. airpe .. sons and by the
Corr~ission on Human Rights on the importance of technicuI assistanr.o and adv~8ory

services and further to thi~ end;

(a) Endorses the Commission's request that the Socretary-General report
regularly to the Commission on possible technical as~istance prc'jects identified by
the treaty bodies;

(b) Invites the treaty bJdies to qive priority attention to identifying such
possibilities in tln regu]4r course of their work of reviewing the periodic reports
of States parties;

7. AcK~Q~l~Qg~A the recommendations of the meeting of chairpersons on the
need to ensure financing and adequate staffing resources for the operations of the
human rights treaty bodies and, with this in mind:

§/ E/C.12/1989/3.
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(a) R8i~erates its requ8st that the Secretary-G~n6ral review the need for
adeq'':;'4te staffing resources in regard to the various human rights treaty bodies,

(b) Reque"ts that he report on this question to the Comrnissioll on Human
R:gh~. at ita forty-sixth ~eH8ion as well as to the Goneral Assembly at its
~\)rly-fUth session,

8. C.All:tupon all States parties to fulfil w~thout delay and in full their
fil'ancial obligationl:l under the relevant humnn riyhts instruments and reque~" s thtt
~Qcretary-General to consider ways and moans ~f strengthening collection pr~cedures

c:'ll'd maklng them more effective;

9. R.tl<J.1AU.U ~.he Secretary-GuntHC\l, as a m<.\tter of prior i t.y, to cons idol'
administrative and budgetary measures to i\lltwiale the current fini.mclal
difficulties of the treaty bodios and thus ~uarftntee thAir [flgu!ur functioning and
to report on these mel\sures to the Com~.i.ssion on Human Hiqhts at its forty··sixth
session;

10. .timphasiza.l that such administl'ativ(l and budget .ry measures sht'lll be
provided without prejUdice Lo the duty of States partie~ under United Nations human
rights instrwnelll":.s to meet all their financial obligations pursuant to such
instruments I

11. l.:lvites the p ..HsOn!\ chai ring the human rights treaty bodies to maintain
communicati.on and dialogue with each other on common i!'!suos and problems ar)d. to
this end, requests the Secretary-GenMral to convene a meeting of the chairpersons
in 1990;

12. !j¥~r.ue!l it.L..lAtlltjl~.t.J..Qn with the indepen~ent export's study on
possible long-term approaches to enhancing the effective operation of existing and
prospective bodies 6stablish~d under United Nations human rights instrl~ents, which
contains aeverel recommendations on reporting and monitorLlg p(ocedures, sorvicing
and financing of supervisory bodies and long-term approaches to human l_ghts
standard-Getting and implementation mechanisms, and which will be pr~sented to the
Commi.sion on Human Rights for detailed consideration at its forty-sixth s8ssionl

13. Q,cides ~~ qive priority consideration at its forty-fifth session to the
conclusions and n: ccmmendations of the independent expert, in light of the
deliberations of the Commission on Human Rights and those of the meeting of
chairperaons, under an agenda item entitled "Effective implementation of United
Natll'ns instruments on hum, n rights and effective functionOlng ot bodies est.ablished
pursuant to such instrumonts".
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