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The meeting was called to order at 3,20 p.m.
AGENDA ITEM 9 (continued)

GENERAL DEBATE

Mr. GRACA (Sao Tome and Principe) (spoke in Portuguese; English text
furnished by the delegation): On behalf of the Government of the Democratic
Republic of Sac Tome and Principe and my delegation, I would like to present our
warmest congratulations to Mr. Dante Caputo on his election as President of the
forty-third session of the General Assembly. His election is certainly a testimony
to the high appreciation that his country, Argentiaa, deserves from the
international community, and an additional acknowledgement of his well-known
qualities as a diplomat and statesman. I would like to assure him of the complete
co-operation of my delegation in the fulfilment of his mandate.

Allow me also to take this opportunity to congratulate his predecessor,

Mr. Peter Florin, on the highly satisfactory results achieved during his presidancy
of the forty-second session.

Allow me to express my most profound admiration to the Secretary-General, for
his dedication and dynamism in handling the questions under consideration by our
Organization and for his enlightened, dedicated and courageous actions in search of
solutions to some regional conflicts affecting the world.

We note with satisfaction that the United Nations is currently experiencing a
fruitful period; its role and the role of the Secretary-General are considered to
be important, I would even say indispensable, by all countries. As the culmination
of this universal acknowledgement of the relevaﬁt action of the United Nations, the

peace-keeping forces were awarded the Wobel Peace Prize, a highly significant event.
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We note that all countries, including the super-Powers, which is an important
point, by virtue of their position and above all by their behaviour, define the
United Nations as a place uniquely suited to the multilateral examination at
political level of issues that are crucial to the future of humanity. In this
context, the United Nations will be better able to operate more efficiently towards
achieving the objectives and principles on which it was founded and will, it is to
be hoped, be able to promote peace and security in the whole world and
international co-operation for the multilateral development of all peoples.

Indsed, peace and development are the two main concerns of the world.
Regarding peace, we have lately witnessed promising developments, thanks to the new
relationship now existing between the United States of America and the Soviet
Union, and to prospects for a peaceful solution of the various conflicts that exist
in the worlad.

Indeed, 1988 has been marked by events that constitute a crucial turning-point
in the panorama of international politics. There is a climate of relaxation, of
détente, between East and West which does not seem to be only temporary. It does
not seem to be a cyclical phenomenon such as we have so often cbserved in
international relations during past decades, which often disappeared under the
stormy vwaves of ideclogical and expansionistic conflicts.

This relaxation is based ultimately on a rational approach to the opposition
between the two main socio-political systems of the world. There is a new
awareness of the absurdity of entertaining ideas of military supremacy in order to
impose one's ideology upon others, since, in the nuclear era, that would be an
irroversible path which not only could lead to the complete destruction of
everything man has built, but might also mean the end of all forms of life on the

surface of the earth.
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Hewever, it is clear that as long as there are people and ideas compstition
must serve as an important factor in progress, both through the improvement
necessary to maintain competitiveness and through the progreseive integration of
opposed theses into a global synthesis. But poaceful competition is the only
option.

We may say that a new political and military meptaliﬁy is emerging at the
international level, creating the possibility of true coexistence among nations in
a2 contradictory but intercoanected and interdependent world, coexistence based on
the principles of a "humanized” international law which really takes into
consideration the interests of all countries and peoples of the world.

Respect for the equality of the rights of States, for national independence
and sovereignty, for the principle of non-intervention in internal affairs and for
the right of peoples to choose the social and political system best suited to their
specific characteristics - that will be the possible outcome if this new political
mentality prevails as a palpable reality aud not as mere rhetoric. If it does
triumph, we will see peace flourish and international co-operation broaden, td the
great benefit of all the peoples of the world.

In December last year Washington became the unique arQna for events which
brought hope to the world, events such as the historic landmark represented by the
signing by American and Soviet leaders of the Treaty on the Elimination of
Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles, the INF Treaty.

This significant event, interpreted as a precursor of nuclear disarmament and
general and complete disarmament - the great aspiration of all the peoples of the
world - means in our opinion the final elimination’of the obsclete cold wér. and
indicates the beginning of an era in which confrontationm is replaced by

co-operation in the relationship betwasen the United States of America and the
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Soviet Union, with important and very positive results, not only for their
respective peoples, but also for the entire international community.

The four Reagan-Gorbachev summit meetings confirmed the existence of a dynamic
favourable not only to positive progress on the path towards disarmament, but also
to the stabiliszation of Soviet-American relations. For developing peoples, if this
dynamic continues to consolidate until a world without weapons and without violence
may be built, there is the possibility of seeing the enormous amountsg absorbed by
the armg race being used for man's development and happiness.

If universal human values finally become a priority in relations among States
and nations, there would be some hopa of putting an end to the regional conflicts
which bathe our countries in blood and destroy them, causing misery, hunger and

suffering.
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We note this evolution with satisfaction: it has led to specific results in
the search for peaceful solutions to the conflicts in various regions of “he
world. In gome of those conflicts, rscourse to the principles and mechanisms of
the United Nations has been decisive.

Evidence of this development is to be found in the peace agreements signed in
Geneva with regard to Afghanistan, in the cease-fire between Iran and Iraq and the
consequent beginning of direct negotiations between the parties with a view to the
implementation of Security Council resolution 598 (1987), and in the progress
currently being made in finding a peaceful solution in Western Sahara, Central
America, Kampuchea and south-east Africa.

In southern Africa, in our solidarity with the Paople's Republic of Argola, we
are following with deep interest the progress of the quadripartite peace
negotiations and the prospects opened up for the implementation of Security Council
resolution 435 (1978). We praise the constructive, discerning and courageous
spirit with which the Government of the People's Republic of Angola is seeking a
peaceful, fair and permanent solution to the conflict.

In spite of these new prospects for negotiation, the international community
must intensify its efforts to exert pressure on South Africa, with a view to speedy
implementation of the process of independence for Namibia and to the establishment
of & democratic and multiracial society in South Africa.

The positive evolution observed in the approach to the above-mentioned
conflicts is, unfortunately, not seen in other regions of the world. Thig is
especially true in the Middle East, where only Israel's withdrawal from the

occupied Arab territories and reccgnition of the legitimate right of the
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Palestinian psople to self-determination will permit the achisvement of 2 just and
permanent golution te the coaflict.

We reiterate once more our helief that the International Conference on the
Middle East should be convened ae soon as poessible, with the participation of all
the parties iavolved, including the Palestine Libsration Orgapization, as the sole
and legitimate representative of the Palestinian people.

Moreover, we cannot but express our concern regarding the continued aggression
and occupation of East Timor and the fact that it is impossible for its people to
enjoy their legitimate rights to self-determination and independence.

We appeal to Indonesia, in the light of its historic tradition as a founding
member and champion of the principles of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, to
co-operate with the Secretary-General of the United Nations in the continued
efforts being made within the framework of General Assembly resolution 37/30 to
bring about a just solution of this matter.

Since the beginning of the 1960s, special emphasis has been laid on the need
to make changes in international economic relations, especially in the areas of
trade and price mechanisms for raw materials, with stress on the principle of
reciprocity of advantages in international trade. 1In this regard, a number of
initiatives have been widely debated, and important decisions have been taken by
the United Nations and'the various specialized agencies in the United Nations
system. By examlniﬁg the various agreements and resolutions, however, we may
conclude that the;a have been too many partial solutioms and too many broken
promises,

The economic crisis besetting the developing countries does not allow them
even to solve their food deficit. At the same time, all of them are in a situation

in which they cannot comply with their foreign debt obligations and the servicing
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of that debt, the majority are beeoming increasingly dependent on elements outside
their region, and their development is accordingly blocked. In this context, the
urgent convening of an ianternational conference on the African foreign debt, ii
accordance with the decision of the Heads of State and Government of the
Organisation of African Unity (OAU), is of the highest importance to our countries.

These measures have not contributed effectively throughout the yearsg to
narrowing the gap between developed and developing countries, or to diminishing the
economic and gocial imbalances existing in the world.

If, in the past, industrial countriss could not, or did not want to, face up
to the deep structural imbalances observed in the economic situation of the world,
today it is no longer possible to continue to ignore the need to take a number of
‘joint decisions if we wish to address the whole problem of underdevelopment
effectively.,

The interdependence of all countries and the global nature of current problems
are not compatible with ghort-sighted egoism, which seeks to ignore the fact that
the development of all pecples is a fundamental condition for international peace
and security.

Since each country has the responsibility of designing and chooging the model
of development which is most appropriate for its specific characteristics, it is
important for the international community to undertake a joint project for all
countries, accepting international co-operation as & complement to evefyone's
individual efforts based on the democratic pPrinciples of solidarity and mutual

interest.
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Among the fields in which international co-operation is required, we can also
mention the protection of the environment. Today, the relationship betieen
environment and development is unquestionable and it has become urgent for us to
take a global approach to the problem, which should lead to appropriate follow-up
action.

We cannot fail to denounce the criminal complicity of certain economic agents
of the West and some of their corrupt African allies, who are trying to use Africa
a8 a depository for toxic amd radicactive waste, and we hope that the analysis of
the question dQuring this session will culminate in a vigorous condemnation of those
practices.

At this session the General Assembly will examine, among other items, the
results of the application of the United Nations Programme of Action for African
Economic Recovery and Development adopted in 1986 at its thirteenth special
session.  The recant meeting of the Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole of the General
Assembly entrusted with the assessment of that Programme completed its work here in
the United Nations with satisfactory results, since it provided an opportunity for
the parties concerned, two yYears after its adoption, to make an in-depth analysis
and to consult with each other in an attempt to find the best ways of enhancing
cc-operation between Africa and the international community and of bringing about

recovery in the impoverished African aconomy.
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While acknowledging the fundamental role to be played by African Governments
in the elaboration of strategies for the implementation of the programme and taking
into congideration the current serious economic situation in Africa, the meeting
rightly emphasised the need for the internatiénal community to take urgent measures
to spesd up implementation ovar the next few years, especially dy increasing the -
finenciel contributions to our countries on a predictable and sdstained basis, thus
supporting the efforts of the ceatinent, espacially in the field of agriculture.

In order to overcome underdevelopment, we need to be clear and consistent in
our analysis and denunciation of, and our battle against, factors brought about by
our own mistakes. We must recognize that co-operation and solidarity among
devéloping countries has not been taken sufficiently into comnsideration; it might
even be said that they had heen neglected. We must take specific and decisive
measures towards the improvement of South-South co-operation and mutual assistance
a8 an ersential element in the establishment of 2 new international economic order.

In the case of the African coatinent, there are various initiatives towards
subregional economic integration that absolutely must be consolidated so that we
may overcome the current balkanization, which is one of the reasons for our
difficulties in achieving endogenous and self-sufficient development.

On the other hand, we must have the courage to recognize the relationship
between politicni powar as it is exercised in many of our countries of the thira
world and underdevelopment. It is incontestable that development is essentially a
cultural phenomenon, which requires the active participation of conscientious and

respongible citizens.
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We must fight for the generclisation and consolidation of dcnocfacy. without which
-there can.SQ no flowering of.the pecple’s creative spirit, which is the foundation
that supports true dnvolopncnt..

In Sao Tomes and Principe we are p?omoting an experiment in the involvement of
the people in the political, economic and social life of the nationr and the
society, an experiment that we hope will be successful. After thorough, open,
critical and outspoksn debate on the problems that slow down our cconomic
development, we decided that the State must withdraw from the management of
productive units and that the citizen must bear tha main responeibility for
initiatives designed to bring about the economic recovery of the country. At the
same time we took a historic step towar: 3 wider democratisation of our political
life when we decided to grant freedom of expression to all political tendencies
within the sole party. And we do not reject the idea of future evolution towards a
plurality of parties, when the social, political and cultural context justifies
this.

While this situatior of democratic tolesance in our small country, ae
witnﬁssed by Amnesty International whem it visited Sao Tome and Principe a faw
weeks ago at our invitation, is a comforting reality for ue, we camnot but be
concerned about what is happening in more than half the countries of the world with
respect to civil and human rights, as revealed by that same organisation a few days
&go in its report, in the very year in which we commemcrate the fortieth
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. This hiastoric
Declaration acknowledges that respect for the inalienable rights of all the members

of the human femily is the basgis of freedom, justice and peace in the worid.
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Although the objectives established by the Declaration may have seemed too
ambitious for its time, the progressive translation of its principles into rules of
international law is today a reality which, in RMany parts of the world, stimulates
and inspires all those who are fighting for respect for the inherenc dignity of ali
human beings.

The Government of the Democratic Republic of Sasc Tome and Principe, aware of
its responsibilities in this field and wishing to participate in the international
movemént to safeguard and protect human rights, has recently ratified the
International Covenaat on Economic, Social an@ Cultural Rights, in the belief that
all human rights are indivisible and interrelated.

I conclude by wishing thig Asgsembly every success in its work, so that it may
contribute effectively to the establighment of understanding among men and among
nations, and to the material and spiritual progress of mankind.#

ADDRESS BY THE HONOURABLE TOFILAU ETI ALESANA, PRIME MINISTER OF THE
IRDEPENDENT STATE OF WESTERN SAMOA

Zhe PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanigh): The Asgembly will now hear

&n address by the Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs of the

Independent State of Western Semoa.

The PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): I have great pleasure in
welcoming the Prime Minigter and Minigter for Foreign Affairs of the Independent
State of Weetern Samoa, the Honourable Tofilau Eti Alesana, and inviting him to

address the General Agsembly.

R —

#*The President took the Chair.
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Ix‘_ALlEAIA (Samoa): Mr. President, it is By great pleasure to ezterd to
you .he congratulatiﬁno oZ my Goverrment on your election to your high office. 1I:
is a recognition not only of your personal qualities but of the important rele you
have playsd in the re-emergence of democratic traditions in your country, and of
the esteem that Argentina enjoys in the worid compunity today.

We must also record our thanks to Mr. Peter Florin for the impeccable manner
in which he conducted the Proceedings of the forty-second session of ths General
Assembly.

Samos has constantly sounded notes of hope and optimism iu cur stotements
since we joined the United Hafionc 12 yesrs ago - notes of hope that were often
drowned out by the more despondent tones of doubt and the dire predictions of the
doomsayers. However, we were not disheartened, and our faith and ﬁelict in the

United Nations as the great hope of, particularly, the small nations, has never

dimmad,
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It is therefore with a great deal of pleasure and satisfacticn that we feel
able today to say with confidence that our optimism was not unjustified. After
some years of irternational introspection and . itical gelf-examination, we have
arrived at a time when a certain amount of congratulation is in order, and when it
can be said that the international community is becoming aware of the importance of
the United Nations once again. There are, indeed, successes for all to gee.

These successes, which we must acknowledge, mark in most cases the fruition of
loag and often frustrating efforts on the part of all conceraned, and owe much to
the dedication, patience ana porgistence of the Secretary-General and our
international civil servants. Through the difficult times, morale has besn
meintained, the quest for interrational pesce has continued, and progress has been
achieved.

It is, then, most timely and fitting that the Nobel Peace Prise should have
besn awarded thisg Year to the United Nations peace-keeping forces, which are indeed
a symbol to the world of the United Nations and its aime. We congratulate the
Secrotary-Gensral, his staff, the tzoop-contributing countries, and, of course, ths
troops themselves. Their heroic stoicism and quiet sacrifice have too lorg gone
unsung.

Let us then applaud the progress made in go many areas of the world where the
problems had seemed insoluble. It is remarkable that across the world, from one
far-£iung treouble spot to another, gettlements are slowly beginning to emerge, and
worlé tensioms are lessening. There is little doubt that major factors irn this
change are the lessening of tonsion between the great Powers and a new willingness
on thoir part to work through the United Hatiohs, thue enabling i¢ more
successfully to do the work envisaged by the framers of its Charter. We acknowledge

and applaud this most encouraging development in international relations. Ke hope
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te se2 it grow and expand. If it does. then much credit will be due the leaders of
those great nations for their enlightened statesmanship and the realisation that
much of the world's well-being depends on them and the actions of thair countries.

Ke turn, then, with hopa in our hearts to a brief consideration of
developments in the troubled regions of the world.

The Iran-Iraq cease-fire is an excellent example of the co-operation of the
great Powers with one another and with the other members of the Security Council.
Under the leadership of the Secretary-General, the Security Council has persisted
with patisace and diplomacy in pursuit of a settlement. Now a cease-fire has been
achieved, a result which zeemed impossible a year ago. United Nations
peace-kesping forces are in place, and the expan;ion G¢f the peace-keeping function
to posts both there and in Afghsnistan testifies to the important role these forces
are able to perform world-wide if given the requisite goodwill. Now, for Iran and
Irag, the focus must be on the full implementation of Security COun;il resolution
598 (1987), and on the healing of the wounds they have inflicted on one another.

In Afghanisten, the Geneva Accords were achieved, once again, as the result of
steady and persistent effort under the auspices of the United Nations, with the
Secretsry-General and his personal envoy, Mr. Diego Cordoves, playing vital roles.
The Soviet Union has withdrawr 50 per cent of its forces, as promised. While thig
is encouraging, it must complete its troop withdrawal as scheduled to enable the
process of self-determination to take place within Afghanistan. While problems
remain, the progress towards the restoration of peace to that shattered land
continues. It must remain on track, for it is only when the fighting ceases, the

refugees are enabled to return home and dialogue begins among the various groups
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in Afghanistan that the people of Afghanistan will be abie £inally to begin to put
their lives together again and choose at last the form of government under which
they wish to livs.

We welcome the progress made in the negotiations or the problems in
south-western Africa and are much encouraged by the improved prospects for the
independence of Namibia. It is very good news that an advance team can now go to
Namibia to prepare for the United Nations military and civilian presence in the
Territory. At last, perhaps, the United Nations cazn play its appropriate role in
Namibia, and the United Nations Trangsition Assistaace Group can expedite the
Territory's peaceful transition to independence.

Also showing promise, assisted by the good offices of both the
Secretary-General and the Chairman of the Organization of African Unity (OAU), is
the situation in Western Sahara. There, as the Secretary-General says in his
anaual report on the work of the Organisation,

“an appropriate climate has beean established for a just and durable solution

of the problem." (A/43/1, p. 3)

Once again, we undergctand, the United Nations will be significantly involved both
in a military and in a civilian capacity, and a referandum supervised by the United
Nations will give the people of Western Sahara the opportunity to make a genuine
choice about their future.

When we consider the problems of CYprus, we see that once again persevereance
has paid off; the leaders of the two sides have agreed to meet for talks without
any pre-~conditions, and those meetings are under way. They will try to achieve a
negotiated settlement of the problem by 1 June 1989. The Secretary-General's good
offices have been instrumental in thig process and have justified the faith the

Security Council placed in him when it entrusted his mandate to him.



A/743/PV.31
19-20

(Me.. Alesana. Samoa)

In our own region, developments in New Caledonis in recent months give us
Teason to be greatly encoursged about psace and good-neighbourliness in the South
Pacific. Initiatives embarked on by France, resulting in the Matignon and Oudinot
accords, have brought about dramatic change in New Caledonia. Where there was
serious likelihood of a real tragedy, there is now optimiem and a genuine spirit of
realistic accommodation and reconciliation. The South Pacific Forum applauds the
efforts and commitment of the administering country, France, as well ac the courage
and leadership that have been in evidence within the major groups in New Caledonia
itself in making possible the progress so far achieved.

Western Samca strongly supports the process now in train to produce a geanuine
and meaningful act of self-determination for a reconciled New Caledonia in a manner
that will accommodate the legitimate intevests of all its people, including its

indigenous population.



A/43/PV,31
21

(Mr._Alesana. Samoa)

There are other troubled areas where settlements do not soem as imminent ag
those we have already mentioned. More direct United Nations involvement, we feol,
may be what is called for to stimulate progress in the reaolution of at least some
of thase crises.

That is true of the Kampuchean situatioa, for instance, which is showing
promising signs but where there are some Qifficulties yot to be resolved. The
menbers of the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN) have shown diplomacy
and leadership in the region on this issue. They have recently successfuily
brought the parties concerned together at the Jakarta Informal MNeeting, convened by
Indonesiea. 'Nb trust that this has Prepared the way for the coavening of an
international conferencs, preferably undsr the auspices of the Secretary-General.
The Vietnamese must be held to their commitment to withdraw all their forces by
1990 and the country must then bs readied for an act of self-dstermination. For
this, naticnal reconciliation is necesasary and it should take Place under the
leaderahip of RHis Royal Highness Prince Norodom Sihanouk, with the quadripartite
arrangement, representing all the parties concernéd, in place. There must also be
effective arrangements to ensure that there is no retura to the universally
condemned policies and practices of a recent pPast. During these processes there
should be a role for United Nations peace-keeping and supervision.

There are some encouraging initiatives on the R;roan pPeninsula. President Roh
has recently proposed a meeting of the Presidents of the North and the South ang,
indeed, a airect dialogue is essential to any peaceful path to a solution. Once
again, we feel that the United Nations enviromment is often the best for
recouciliation and, in the interests of the uaiversality which we strongly support,
we would hope that North and South Korea will be represented in our Organisation in

the near future.
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The Republic of Korea must be congratulated on the manner in which it served
as host to the Olympic Games, so successfully concluded & fortnight ago - evidence
indeed of South Korea's competencs in the international arema.

There is a definite role for the United Nations to play in regard to the
Niddle East. Here the problems remain intractable, with tensions recently
aggravated by the uprisings on the West Bank, fuelled by years of frustration, and
the manner in which they have been handled. The violencs of these developments has
made it clear that vigorous efforts must bes made to find a solution for this
increasingly volatile situation. An international conference under the auspicas of
the United Nations, with all concerned parties participating, would seem to us the
best approach. It is imperative that Israel recognise the right of the
Palestiniang to self-determinztion and their right to establish a State of their
own. Coaversely, the Palestinians must recognise Israel's right to exist within
internationally recognised and secure boundaries. Both sides must renounce
violence and must resort, for a change, to dialogue.

Another area which shows little promise of peace at the moment is Lebanon.
That tragic country is still devastated and divided, and the situation gives little
cauge for optimism. Once again we call on others to ceage taking advantage‘of
Lebanon's crisis and refrain from interference in its affairs. Also, the trodps of
the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL) in place there must be allowed
to carry out their duties without harassment and the threat of death.

In Central America the progress towards peace seems, sadly, to have stalled.
There were promising signs ~ with blueprints for peace painstakingly laid out in
the regional peace plan, Esquipulas II, adopted by the five Presidents bf the
Central American countries. That plan is based on the Arias plan formulated by
President Oscar Arias of Costa Rica. For his efforts President Arias received the

Nobel Peace Prize, and we had hoped that that would stimulate the peace process in
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the region. We look to see a rekindling of enthusiasm and a revival of the
dialogue so that eventually the aspirationg of the peoples of Central America to
live in democratic and peaceful conditions may be achieved.

In South Africa there can be no possibility of a solution until the South
African Govermment is made to realizse that it must abandon apartheid in any of its
ovil forms or manifestationms. That Government must realize that there is no way
that apartheid can be reformed: its total abolition ig the only answer. The
situation is constantly deteriorating, with increasingly repressive actions keeping
the tensions at boiling point. The South African Government must release
Nelson Mandela, now 70 years old and in poor health, and the other political
prisoners; it must 1ift the bans from the prchibited organizations which oppose
apartheid and thereby create conditions conducive to dialogue. Dialogue and the
eschewing of violence and repression are the only sace preliminary paths to the
creation of an atmosphere where a solution can be sought,

In spite of international condemnation the South African régime remaing
determined to maintain, with whatever means at its disposal, its abhorremt total
disregard for basic human rights. This intransigence, in Western Samoa's view,
justifies the intensification and expansion of econcmic sanctionsg against South
Africa.

While South Africa certainly stands out as the most blatant instance of the
denial of human rights we have to contend with, we should not allow it to divert
our attention from other abuses of human rights around the globe. The Organization
mugst ensure that the suffering and inhumenity that go hand in hand with abuses of
human rights are addressed, and eliminated wherever they occur.

Human rights is one of the areas where we hope to see the United Nations role
grow and expand, for we feel there is much potential for a United Nations in which

the world has more confidence to operate more actively in this field.
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On 10 Dacember we shall celebrate the fortieth anniversary of the Universal

Declaration of Human Rights. But there is little to celebrnte when we congider the

actual practices around the world. While human rights instruments have been

proliferating, so have inhuman practices.
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This grim irony ie further exemplified by the recent reo-emergence of chemicals
&s weapons for one people’s use againet another. This practice mocks the very
dignity of mankind and must be banned for ever. We are pleased to note President
Reagan's proposal made here for the convening of a confersnce of the parties to the
1925 Geneva Protocol and that thic proposal was also supported by
Mr. Shevardnadse. Of course it is imperative alsc that the drafting of &
convention banning chemical weapons be continued and completed as soon as possible.

One of the brightest hopes we have this year is the likelihood of the dawning
of a whole new c:a‘in disarmament. Dsspite the lack of concrete results from the
third special session of ths General Agsembly devoted to disarmament, we are much
encouraged that the relsxing of tensions between tho super-Powers has led to their
agreemeat to dismantle an entire class of nuclear weapons under the Treaty on the
Bliminatisa of Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Migsiles -~ the INF Treaty. We
trust that this breakthrough will herald & new attitude to disarmament. Much
progress has already been mads towards the conclusion of a START Treaty which would
cut the super-Powere' strategic nuclear arsenalg by 50 per cent. Both countries
have accepted verification procedures that would have been anathema to them ia the
past. The two countries havs gone so far as to exchange visits of military
perzonnal ag Chief-of-Staff level. This new-found flexibility and reasonableness
must not only pave the way for future reductions of éhelr own gtill awesome
arsenals but will, it is hoped, sncourage other auclear-weapon States to begin the
process of nucle;r’dilarmananc. Similarly it is hoped that those States that do
not have nuclear weapons but might aspire to them will eee the futility of
scquiring such unucable‘énd ultimatsly useless tools of war. We hope there will be
& reneval of confidence in'tho Non-Proliferation Treaty, a Treaty that deserves the
support of all nations dedicated to a nuclear-weapon-freea world. This ig of

crucial importance, espacially to the amall and vulnsrable States of the world.
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This year is the tweantieth anniversary of the adoption of the Treaty; and it hes
served as an effective barrier to the acquisition of nuclear weapons by more
States. In its 20 years of existence, no new nuclear-weapon State has emerged and
more than 130 States have become partiegz to the Tresty and committed themselves not
to acquire nuclear weapons. It must bs strengthened and adhersd to.

There is still an urgent need for the conclusion of a comprehensive test-ban
treaty prohibiting all nuclear tests by all States in all enviromments for all
time. As we learn daily how ignorant we have been about the destruction we have
already wreught on this Earth, we are alarmed and realize with more certainty than
ever before that all nuclear tezting must cease. It must cease, not only because
the further development of nuclear weapons is undesirable but also because of the
damage to the Earth tosting is causing, much of which may as yet have gone
undetected by scientists. After 2ll, scientists themselves have admitted how often
they have besn wrong in the past 2nd how much there is still to learn about our
environment.

We in ths South Pacific have wondered and worried for years now about the
effects of the French nuclear testing in our region. Once again we ask that it be
stopped. We do not believe in the whole premige on which such testing is based; so
why should we be subjected to its effects? We do not believe that nuclear weapons
should exist and we believe that those in existence should be destroyed. We
believe that the preservation of our God-given environment in as pristine a
conditicn as.possible is of paramount importance not only to our region but to the
world as a whole.,

Bgcent events have made us realise that we are all ecological;y connected:
events occurring in one part of the world can have ecological consequences on the
far side of the world. Plastic bags thrown into one ocean choke sea creatures in

ancther ocean; fumec from industrial pollution in one couhtry caugse acid raian to
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kill forests in ancther country thousands of miles away; deforsstation the world
over can not only cause erosion and floods miles from where it occurs, but ig
occurring on such a large scale that it threatens tc change the climate of the
entire world for ever.

It is certainly iromic that, just as we soe developments that give us reason
to believe that we may be able to avoid the nuclear holocaust we have all feared
for years, we bagin to realise that we may have irrevocably sown the seeds of
destruction for this Earth in many other ways and that it may be too late F?
reverse much of the damage already done.

Scientista tell us that the thinning of the osone layer and resultant
greenhouse effect are the cumulative results of our poilutants. What is truly
terrifying is that some scientists think that the damage we see today is the
congequence of what we diad 30 Years ago when pollutants were fewer and less potent,
and that it is our children who will feel the much greator damage resulting from
our activities today.

How tragic for our children, or their children, to inherit an Earth enshroudsd
in a deadly pall of noxious pollutants; awash with waters full of poigon; fouled
with animals dead or dying; stripped of timber; with soils exheusted, devoid of
nutrients, desertified or dangerously laced with toxins; and with valleys, rivers
and lakes piled full of garbage. For it may come to'thil if we do not soon realise
that the catastrophes we are experiencing are sighs from an ailing and weary Mother
Earth moaning that she is just "not able to take ;t any more".

We sympathise with those nations - Bangladesgh, Jamaica, Mexico, the Dominican
Republic and the Sudan - which have suffered the most recent tragedivs; but it is
at our peril that we ignore these warnings and all the other signz we have
received. The World Commission on Envirooment and Development; chaired by Prime

Minister Brundtland, put it to us squarecly, and we must act. Both rich and poor

L e wet b
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nations, both North and South, are guilty. Development in the future must be in
tune with the enviroament,

We are pleased to welcome Prime Minister Mulroney's announcement here that
Canada will establish a centre to promote the concept of environmentally
sustainable development internationally and aigso Canada's support of a feasibility
study on a World Conservation Bank to work with the World Bank, for enviroamsntal
concerns rust be an integral part of any development efforts. We strongly support
the calls for a high-ievel United Nations conference on environmental matters, and

the sconer the better.
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While we hav* zaid both North and South are guilty of eavironmental rape and
pillage, the reasocns are usually different in the two regions. In the developsd
countriesd misuse of the enviromment is most often to provide comfort and
convenience, and is sometimes purely for sport or greed. Grsed and expediercy were
certainly motives in recent attempts to export toxic wastes from North to South.
While the countries of the South are certainly not free from base motivaticns, very
often their populations are merely trying to survive.

Thus; we must urgently confront the inequities of the world's economic
situation. The least developed feel these inequities most keenly, but all
developing countries suffer from slow or negative growth, commodity price declines
and adverse terms of trade, to name but 2 few problems. It is to be hoped that the
international developmeat strategy for the fourth United Naticns development decade
and other international initiatives will address more ettectively the economic
Plight of the poorer nations of ths world,

We began this address with a reaffirmation of our confidence in and commitment
tc the United Nations and its work. Por there is no doubt that loyalty to the
United Nations om the part of all ita Members is the key to the Organisation's
ability to carry its urgent work forward. Further progress in the reform and
revitalisation of the United Nations dspends on Member support, both moral and
financial. Now iz the time to encourage the progress begun. We are pleased that
both the United States and the USSR now intend to pay their past dues and mest
their financial responsibilities to the United Nations. We urge all Members to
®eet their obligations as welil.

The spirit of multilateralism certainly seems to have been reborn and must be
nurtured, for it must finally be apparent to all nations that the time for rhetoric

and propaganda is past and the time for co-operation is at hand.
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The Secretary-General in his repecrt iast year said that it was ag if “the
sails of the small boat in which all the people of the sarth are gathered had
caught again ... a light but favourable winad" (A/42/3. p. 2) - indicating that
there wac hope, though it might be faint. This yoar he ig able to report that

“Nith careful and patient navigation, tho vessel has come within sight of

large secticns of the shore". (AZ43/1. p. 2)

That is a much more hopeful future. iIndeed, we sgree, and while there are still
some reefs to negotiate, a safe arrival seems much more likely, for with the
present international climate the sailing weather is good, or, ag we say in Samoa:

“A favourable wind is felt on the body. Let the boat be guided by an

experienced and competent helmsgman."

Ibe PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): On behalf of the General
Assembly, I wish to thank the Prime Minister amd Minister for Foreign Affairs of

the Independent State of Western Samoa for the important statement he has just made.

Mr. ADQUM (Ched) (interpretation from Fremech): The delegation of Chad

wishes to join previous speskers in expressing to Mr. Dante Caputo of Argentina our
most sincere congratulations on his election to the presidency of the forty-third
sessicn of the General Assembly. The dslegation of Chad is doubly pleased that he
was elected; because of his wide experience in international relations, and, in
particular, becauge, as Minister for External Relations of his country, he has

shown his competence and diplometic skill. My delegation ie algo pleased at the

* Mr. Cabral (Guinea-Bigsau), Vice-President, took the Chair.
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excellent relations that exist, very fortunately, betwaen his beautiful country and
Chad. The confidence of the international . mmunity has been placed in his country
and in him personally, and I have no doubt that the work of this sesgsion of the
General Assembly will be conducted tactfully, ably and effectively. He can be
assured of the whole-hearted co-operation of my delegation in the fulfilment of his
heavy responsibilities.

I should also like to extend the thanks of my delegation to his predecessor,
Mr. Peter Florin, who showed a great spirit of compromise in guiding the work of
the forty-second csasssion.

Finally, my delegation wishes to pay a special and well-deserved tribute to
the Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, for his tireless efforts in the
gervice of psace and for the promotion of development.

On 26 June 1945, when the founding fathers of the United Nations signed the
United Nations Charter, their objectives, which were clearly defined in Article 1
were, in essence, peace and development.

On 25 May 1963, the Heads of State and Government of the Organization of
African Unity (OAU) followed that example by enshrining the same principles in the
Addis Abeba charter.

The combination of these peace ideals would normally have averted the
disasters that our States have known, through irresponsible behaviour or because of
the pursuit of immediate, selfish interests.

Despite the fact that differences of view persist within the international
community, in 1988 there has been a new development in internatiocnal relations; a
wind of peace can be felt here and there. If this trend continues, cur world will
experience & new era of the détente that had disappeared from the international

gcene in recent years.
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The new approach in relations between Chad and Libya is part of this new era.
Reprasentatives will recall the years of suffering that the pecple of Chad have
known, the verbal and military battles that have characterised the relationship
between two-countgies which history and geography have condemned to live side by
side, which age-old relations as neighbours and brothers have united, and which
should have known only relations of good-neighbourliness and co-operation as

enshrined in the United Natioqg Charter and the charter of the OAU.
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As members are aware, Chad has always shown a spirit of dialogue in trying to
find solutions to the dispute batween the two countries. Thig open attitude, which
was disregarded for o long, finally met with a favourable response from our Libyan
brothers in a statement by Colonel Qaddafi made in Tripoli on 25 May 1988.

On this new basis, in its resolution AHG/174 (XXIV), ths OAU accordingly
changed the mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Chad-Libya dispute by assigning
it, in paragraph 5, the following goals: the establishment of a climate of trust
and a dynamism for dialogue through a rapprochement between the two parties to the
dispute; normalisation of relaticns between the two States, in particular in the
political and diplomatic spheres and with regard to co-operation in all fields of
common interest; the extengion and consolidation of the cease-fire by appropriate
means and measurec.

This procezs began with the bilateral meetings held at Libreville under the
auspices of Hig Excellency El1 Hadj Omar Bongo, President of the Gabonese Rapublic
and Chairman of the OAU Ad Hoc Committee on the Chad-Libya dispute. Friendly
Governments also provided quiet mediation, which finally led, on 3 October 1988, to
the restoration of diplomatic relations betwesn the Republic of Chad and‘the Libyan
Arab Jamahiriye.

In the joint communiqué issued in this regard, the two countries reaffirmed
their firm intention to respect scrupulously the cease-fire of 11 Septemher 1987
and to resclve peacefully their territorial dispute in keeping with the principles
of the United Hations and the OAU Charters and in accordance with resolution
AHG/174 (XXIV) adopted at the twenty-fourth OAU Summit, &nd to co-operate with the
OAU Ad Hoc Committes in a spirit of responsibility and understanding.

The political will and the constant readiness of the Chadian Government,

together with the parsevering conciliatory efforts of friendly countries and of the
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OAU Ad Hoc Committee on the dispute, have thus effectively and positively
contributed to the establishment of this new climate of rapprochement and peace
between two fraternal States.

Hence, on behalf of the Chadian Government and people my Gelegation would like
from this rostrum to express our gratitude to these friendly countries for having
spared no effort ia bringing Chad and Libya to restore relations and to pay a
special tribute to, and sincerely thank, President Gonassingbe Eyadema of Togo for
the truly pasitlvc role he played in promoting the peace process. By their deeds
they have all greatly assisted the Chadian people, which has always aspired to
peace in order to devote itself fully to the struggle for development.

We hope that this step will be followed up and strengthened in order to
achieve lasting peace. Lastly, I wigh to reaffirm that Chad is willing to pursue
this new dynamism in order to normalise relations between the two fraternal
countries and to provide a just, lasting settlement to our d;spute ;ith Libya with
ragard to the Aouzou Strip, in keeping with the process entered into within the
framework of OAU resolution ANG/174 (XXIV). To that end, my Government reaffirms
its sincere co-operation and total support with regard to the tireless and laudable
efforts of the OAU Ad Hoc Committee to succeed in its noble mission.

The Chadian pecple profoundly aspires to peace in order the better tc devote
itself to fighting underdeveliopment, which is & real battle for Chad owing to our
unfavourable climate and the disastrous consequences of war. To the burden of war
are added epidemics, desertification, drought, grasshopper and caterpiliar
infestations and floods. Those are the scourges from which my country;has been
suffering in recent years. With tsgard to the current agric#itural season, there
is very little chance that the harvest will be good, because the rains that came

late were so heavy in August that soveral regions were flooded. Damages have baen
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quite considerable: 68,816 people were affected, including 10,000 people in
N'Djamena, cur capital; 67 killed and scores wounded: 3,416 cattle were reported
missicg; more than 158 villages flocded; 20,539 homes destroyed; some 12,417
hectares cof farmland completely flooded, something which will have adversge
conaequences on the harvest.

The crops that were spared in the flooding are threatened by locusts. In
several areas of the country there is a risk of famine. Even before the rainy
seascn, the torrid heat in March, April and May posed a meningitis epidemic that
killed many people, in particular children.

These various calamities, together with the ravages of war, have dealt a
serious blow to our national economy, which rests on fragile bases, such as cotton
as the only export commodity and cattle-rearing that ig gtill poorly managsd. With
world prices for cotton still low, the State had to do without earnings from
exports of fibre, thus creating a serious budgetary deficit.

Regarding cattle-rearing, the second mainstay of Chad, which is exposed to
every calamity affecting the Sahel region, there is now significant improvement as
regards the organiszation of stock-breeders, controlling sanitary conditions,
managing water facilities and pasture-lands, as well as improved management of
livestock exports to neighbouring countries.

The control of development factors involves education.and health. The
Government of the Republic of Chad is aware of this, ana it is now seeking ways and
means to achieve good hesalth for all by the year 2000. 1In this reéard, heg;th care
for mothers and children, first-aid care and prevention are the tundamentail
elements of our health policy.

Education too is a priority for us. Chad, whose infragtructure wal‘dentrdyed

by war, is fully awarea of the paramount role played by education in development.
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Despite our limited means, the Government has decided to breathe new life inte
the education system before tackling the rebuilding of the infrastructure. As in
all other sectors, we have enjoyed significant financial and material assigtance
from both friendly countries and irternational organiszations - that is to say, our
efforts have always been supported by the donors, who have understood our
difficulties and have trusted us.

In this regard, it is fitting to recall that the November 1982 and
Dscember 1985 Geneva conferences on assistance to Chad, under the aegis of the
United Nations Development Programme, as we;l as the gectoral feollow-up meetings of
December 1987 and February 1986} have made it possible'fot Chad to move from the
rehabilitation stage to the reconstruction stage, and, hence, to contemplate
development within the framework of our interim developmant plan. In the game
context, and ir keeping with General Assembly resolution 427200, adopted on
11 December 1987, the Chadian Government wiil organize, on 14, 15 and
16 December 1988, togsther with the United Nations Development Programme, a
round-table meeting of donors for assistance in rehabilitation, recovery and
reconstruction of the morthern region of Chad, the ﬁorkou-znnedi-Tibeatip which has

been ravaged by war and natural disasters.
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On behalf of the Government of the Republic of Ched, I wish to invite mexbers of
the international community to participate actively and in large numbers in that
round-table meeting to reconstruct that important area of the country. Chad, which-
has already enjoyed valuable assistance from the international cemmunity in the
rehabilitation phase, knows that it can rely on its friends and partners.

I should also like to express sincere thanks to the friendly countries and
other donors and to say how grateful we ars to them. In emergancy situations and
in the financing of our reconstruction and development projects, their assistance
and development loans were of great help. We sghall alwvays bs most grateful to thsm.

Delpité the fact that the international scoaomic situaticn is not very
propitious and despite the increasing deterioration of the termc of trade, Chad
continues to hope for a better future, if the laws of ¢he market stop responding to
speculation and reflect orly the true elements of appreciation: real supply and
real demand. This spproach would doubtless help vs to correct the fluctuations in
commodity prices and to guarantee stable earnings for the developing countries.
That too is a laudable effort that developcd countries should make in addition to
the assistance they have given to the third world. That would enable the
developing countries to achieve real growth, which would doubtless help them in
their development.

The international economic situation is certainly a subject of serious
concern. If we consider that the economic euvironment has improved somewhat, with,
in particular, increased growth in the industrialised countries, there are still
serious imbalances which hamper the chances of any recovery for most of the
developing countries.

Prospects are still grim for the countries of Africa, Asia and Latin America,
vhose future is seriouasly threatened by reazon of the huge debt burden, instability

and the low prices for commodities, which are their mein resources.
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Despite the increaging cyclical difficulties and an unfavourable extarnal
environment, these countries have become net exporters of capital to the developed
ccuntries and internationsal financial institutions. There is therefore a basic and
urgent need for Governments - not out of humanism but in the light of their
increased interdependence and in the best interssts of all - to seek joint, just
and lasting solutions to bridge the gulf between rich and poor.

Despite the spscial attention that we were given two ysars ago by the adeption
of the United Nations Programme of Action, Africa is still a contiment that has
been bypassed by development because of the combined effect of certain negative
factors. Despite the heavy sacrifices that our countries have made to adjust our
economies, the results we had hoped for in carrying out the terms of this contract
have not lived up to the expectations we had based in this programme. Quite the
contrary, living standards have droppsd and poverty has increased its stranglehold,
thereby causing serious political risks.

Nevertheless, in the light of the recommendations of the session of the Ad Hoc
Committee of the Whole of the General Assembly that has just concluded, therec is
reason once again to hope that Africa's partners will show the necessary political
will to honour previous commitments, thereby helping to implement thias inspiring
common endeavuur. .

In addition to the serious economic difficulties, Africa has suffered natural
disasters. Either simultaneously or one &..er the other, these disasters have
undermined every effort, systematically threatening the progress made, and wiping
out any assets. I am referring to the drdught of recont years, the floods and the

plagues of insects. Thus, in some parts of the continent, rain, which is generally
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considered to be a gift from heaven, a divine blessing, particularly at a time when
drought had taken such a heavy toll, has turned out to be a real nightmare for the
people. The rainfall hag, in fact had serious consequences at the human, matsrial,
economic. and gocial level, and has had profound negative effects, even for crops.

With regard to the States members of the Permanent Inter-State Committee on
Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS), a combination of natural factors and factors
that relate to the international economic environment has sorely tested their
economies and hindered their development efforts. However, our countries are
determined to work together in order to be better able to meet th;se challenges.
Indeed, as Ris Excellency, President Al-Hadj Hissein Habre; the current Chairman of
the CILSS. said:

"Drought should not be considered as a recurrent image of some incurable,

fatal disease, but as an ongoing effort, a united struggle and a collective

determination to overcome."

I should like to take this opportunity to address, on bshalf of Hig
Excellency Al-Hadj Hissein Habre, the current Chairman of CILSS, our gratitude to
the countries and to the international ana non-governmental organizations that have
continued to give their warm and constant support to our efforts, both individual
and collective. But the battle is not cver and we are still threatened,
particularly as regards agriculture and food. |

In keeping with the spirit and letter of the Plan of Action and the Final Act
of Lagos, the countries of the subregion are committed actively to continuing their
dynamic co-operation in the various special agencies such as the Commission of the
Lnke Chad Basin, the Niger Basin Authority, the Customs Union of States of Central

Africa, which held its various meetings in Ndjamena in December 1987 and



A/43/PV.3)
44-45

(Mr. Adoun. Chad)
January 1938. However laudable and gsnerous it is, the goodwill uﬁderlyiig these
entarprises is not emough to enable us to make great strides in this regard.

The Govarnment of the Republic of Chad has followed with interest and
encouragement the development of the international politica1~situatioh, which has
been marked by favourable prospects for resolving conflicts that represent a
dangerous threat to peace in certain parts of our world. Appreciable progress has
certainly been made here and there, thanks to the tireless efforts put forth by our
Organization, particularly by our dynamic Secretary-General, with the effective
support of the international community. The positive developments in the situation
in Afghanistan and the cease-fire between Iran and Irag are certainly specific and
encouraging examples of this fact.

My delegation welcomes the conclusion of the Geneva agreements on Afghanistan,
and we hope that they will be respected and carried out in toto so peace may be
restored to that country. The many refugees will then be able to go back to their
country and the Afghan people will be able to get down to the work of their future

in full freedom.¥

*The President returnsd to the Chair.
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I have no doubt that many of will come to look upon the yYear 1988 as marking a
positive turning-point in the deadly conflict between Iran and Irag. The
cease-fire of 20 August 1988 reflects the patient and persevering efforts made by
the Organization and by peace-loving countries. My Government sincerely supports
those cutstanding initiatives designed to bring about the effective and spsedy
implementation of Security Council resolution 598 (1987) in order to achieve a
peacseful settlement of the conflict. To that end, my delegation urges Iran and
Iraq to achieve peace through continued dialogue.

Since no solution to it has been found, the General Assembly will once again
this year consider the question of Kempuchea. Indeed, notwithstanding the efforts
made by the international community in keeping with the ptovisions of relevant
United Nations resolutions, no solution to that question bas been found that will
enzble the Kampuchean people to exercise their right to aélf-datermiqatiéh free
from any outside interferenca. My delegation hopes that the recent initiati?as
taken by the countries in the region will assist in fiﬁding & just and lastipg
solution to that question, which continues to be of concern to the internatiénal'
community. Chad supports, here znd elsewhere, any effort designed to lead to a
peaceful and definitive solution to the question. That is also the position of the
delegation of Chad with regard to the Korean peninsula and Cyprus. |

Although there are glimmers of hope on the horiaon with regard to some
situations of concern to the international community,_it is regrettable to note the
lack of progress with regard to the Middle East, that other burning hotbed of
tension snd concern, thqféora of which remaing the Palesﬁinign ﬁtoblem. The
deterioration of the situation in the occupied territories is becoming 1ncrea¢ingly
disturbing and dominates events in that part of the world., Chad,’ for'lts;part. has

always supported the cause of the Palestinian people, as was made clear in the
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statement made at the most recent Islamic summit conference in Kuwait by His
Excellency Al-Hadj Hissein Habre, President of Chad, when he said:

"The Republic of Ched expressos its solidarity with the legitimate struggle of

the Palestinian psople and, accordingly, we support the idea of an

international conference under the auspices of the United Nations."

In Central America the delegation of Chad beiieves that the sfforts of the
countries of the region to achieve peace and co-operation should be encouraged for
the benefit of the peoples in that part of our globe.

Apart :ron ito.ecological. economic and debt problams, Africa is also faced
with political problems and conflicts that are of comstant concern. I refer
occintially to the painful and intolerable problems in southern Africa in general
and the fate of the Namibisn people in particular, problems that continue to figure
prominently on the Assembly‘s egsnda. Indeed, a tragic situation contiﬁuos to
exist in that part of Africa, despite international public opinion. The vile
racist régime in Pretoria is obstinately continuing to strengthean the odious aystem
of apartheid, thereby denying the fundamental rights of the black majority.
.Nhoraal the internaticnal community has on many occasions reaffirmed that the
elimination of the horrendous system of apartheid in South Africa and the
independence of Namibia are ite chief priorities, it has so far done so to little
effoct, for the anachronistic Power continues to resist and to prevent the rapid
realization of the unshakeable will of the civilized world.

My delegation is thersfore indignant to note the continuation of that grim
situation and the perpetration of crimes against the majority. We therefore hope
that peace-loving and justice-loving countries and the whole of the international
comrunity will bring Qo bear the absolutely indispensable pressures, both political

and‘econouic. needed to bring about the abolition of that barbaric crime against
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humanity and to bring about the realization of a multiracial and egailitarian
society in South Africa.

With regard to the fate of the Namibian people, deprived of their right to
independence and Plundered by racist South Africa for so many years, my delegation
places hope in the receat contacts and ongoing initiatives as a way to the speedy
implementation of Security Council resolution 435 (1987) calling for an independent
and sovereign Namibia under the leadership of the South West Africa People's
Organization (SWAPO), its sole and authentic representative.

Racist South Africa must also cease its destabilizing activities and acts of
aggresgion &gainst neighbouring couatries.

Turning to Western Sahara, Chad éncourages the efforts being made by the
United Nations Secretary-General and the current Chairman of the Organisation of
African Unity (OAU) to find an honourable and lasting solution.

I cannot conclude my statemeant without conveying congratulations to the United
Nations peace-keeping forces that have just been awatded_tho Nobel Peace Prise. 1In
g0 doing, the Nobel Committee has reminded the entire'§§tld of the values we should
attach to peace. Peace is esgential and indispensable for each of us, whather
individuals or States. Peace creates trust. Peace leads to security. Peace and
security are inextricably 1irked and are, we feel, a guarantee for promoting
development. Peace is, in and of itgelf, the bearer.of hope and happiness. Psace
is, as someone has quite rightly said, man's future. The atmosphere of psace, so
indispengable, go sought after and so desired, is beginning to prevail here and
there in our planet. My delegation hopes that the peace process that has been
begun will continue without any let-up and that it will aiso extend to the peoples
of Chad and Libya. Chad, as President Al-Hadj Hissein Habre so well stated in his

statement at the twenty-fourth summit meeting of the OAU,
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*profoundly aspires to peace. It is prepared to promote all conditions to
that end. However, wi. like other psoples, are ¢eeply attached to our
freedom, indspendence and sovereignty and to the integrity of our territory.
Our only ambition is to enjoy, on that basis, the most cordial relations with
all our neighbours. We sincerely believe that that is -in line with the higher
interest of our peoples and with the dignity and credibility of Africa.”
Thus, once again, we should like to take this opportunity to address the
Assoml.ly to express the hope that the international community will effectively
gupport the efforts of the Ad Hoc Committee of the OAU and peace-loving and
justice-loving countries to bring about a peaceful and definitive solution to the
torritorial dispute between Chad and Libya, respecting the independence,
sovereignty and territorial integrity of each State, in order to establish and

devolop a climate of good-neighbourliness and fraternel co-operation.
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Mr. D'ESCOTO BROCKMANN (Nicaragua) (interpretation from Spanigh): I

should like to begin by congratulating our Secretary-General,

Nr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, for the Nobel Peace Prize which has been awarded to
the United Nations. We regard that lofty distinction as recognition of the nobie
task carried out by the troops in "blue helmets"”, but also, of courss, as a geature
of sppreciation for tLe heroic endeavours of the Secretary-General in dsfence of
this Organization, on behalf of peace and for the successes achieved within this
lagt year.

From 1981 to date, we have witnessed the emergence of an extremely powerful
campaign against multilateralism, in general, and against the United Nations and
the rule of law in international relations, in particular. Armed unilateralism has
8ot uside the United Nations Charter and sought to have itself recognized as lord
and master of the universe. Such ig the extreme reached by the self-deification of
the United States and the pretemsions of its leaders.

A loss of identity sad delusions of grandeur are not unknown phenomena.
Psychiatric hospitals are full of patients who believe they are Napolson or
Superman and demand to be treated accordingly. It is difficult to deal with such
people; it is impossible to please them.

Nothing, however, can compare with the difficulty involved in dealing with a
powerful State that believes itself to be God and requires all of us to burn
incense at its altar and acknowledge its right - its non-existirg right - to do
whatever it may please regardless of all divine, ethical and legal precepts. We
know what we are talking about, because we hava experienced it directly. That is
why we applaud the way our Secretary-General has succeeded in keeping the United
Hations afloat amid the storm of economic pressuri- »4@d campaigns to undermine the

effectiveness of the Organisation.
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The results achieved by the United Nations in promoting peace this year have
finally forced these sanseless circles to modify their attitude somewhat and to
agree to face up to their economic obligations to the Organization. We applaud
thie development as a victory for common sense. We should like to see this extend
also to respect for the sacred principles of the Charter; otherwise, it would be
futile to spend money to keaep the Organization alive. The Charter is the soul of
the United Nations. The very reason for its existence lies in respact for the
Charter and in making sure that others respect it.

We wish also to congratulate you, Mr. President, on your election to the
presidency of this important forty-third session of the General Assembly. As a
rapresentative 6f our Latin American aﬁd Caribbean region, as Foreign Minister of a
country that belongs to the Movement of Hon-Aligned Countries and to the Contadora
Support Group, and as a tireless champion of international peece on both the
political-and.economic fronts, you, Sir, are particularly well gualified to help us
take the fullest possible advantége of the opportunities offered by the progress
that has been made towards solving a number of regional coanflicts and in
negotiations between the United States and the Soviet Union.

- Nicaragua has followed the development of this general dsbate most
attentivaly. Menifest throughout the debate has been the optimism inspired by the
new atmosphere of understanding between the United States and the Soviet Union, the
most tangible evidence of which has been the agreement on the elimination of
intermediate nuclear forces. Beyond any doubt, we shere the belief ﬁhat this
understanding has had a positive effect on international relations. Nevertheless,
the optimism end expectuiions created by this new age of détente should not make us
lose sight of the Veéry jrave problems that continuwe to confront mankind. As the

Secretary-General acknowledges in his report on the work of the Organization:
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"The international situation is still, of course, marked by points of
strain and danger, visible or lurking. Complacency about the resolution of
complex problems that still face us is impermissible." (A/43/1. p. 2)

These new circumstances should be the starting point for a substantive change
in internatioaal relations. We aspire to genuine international democracy, based on
strict adherence to the principles and norms of the United Nations Charter, which
is the only way to guarantee that just solutions will be found to the cemtral
problems of peace and dé;elopment.

In pursuing this goal, the poor and the ncn-aligned countries must be more
united than ever and must act judiciously and resolutely in terms of an agenda of
our own making. The agenda for an international peace which can only be achieved
through the development of peoples and the recognition of the sovereign and legal
equality of all States.

The role of the United Nations is fundamental in the process of democratizing
international relations. Here we must pay a tribute to the patience and
determination shown by the Secretary-General, Javier Perez de Cuellar, who, over
the years, has been able to cope with very serious @ifficulties and who, at this
very moment, is playing an increasingly active and key role in the solution of a
number of regiomnal conflicts.

An essential ingredient in the strengthening of the United Nations is an
unflagging political will on the part of the permanent members of the Secufity
Council as well. Genuine support, by which I mean the kind of support that is
really needed to strengthen our Organization, is not the kind that arises from
political propaganda interests of the moment, but the kind that comes from a
profound conviction that the United Nations is the key to carrying forward the

changes needed to guarantee peace. The pressing problems of disarmament cannot be
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resolved outside the framework of this Organization. To prevent a nuclear
catastrophe is a respomsibility shared by us all. The Treaty on the Elimination of
Intermediate-Range and Shorter-Range Missiles (the INF Treaty) signed by the United
States and the Soviet Union is of tremendous importance, but we must not forget
that it involves the elimination of only 4 per cent of current nuclear arsenals.

« Bilateral negotiations between the two super-Fowers should continue with a
view to reducing strategic nuclear weapons and at no time should those talks be
allowed to become an obstacle to multilateral negotiations. Unfortunately, this ;s
what has been happening up to now. There are aspects of disarmement which are of
vital importance to all States, such as the urgent need for a treaty om the
comptehensive banning of nuclear testing, the prohibition of the‘production and use
of chemical weapons,ithe prevention of the arms race in~outér space and the

reduction of conventional weapons.
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Nor must the priority of nuclear disarmament be allowed to be an obstacle to

' progress in reducing comventional weapons. This is an area of the utmost interest
to the developing countries. Reduction of the third world's military expenditure,
which would help us to deal with the grave economic problems of the present time,
nevertheless derands strict adherence to the principles and norms of international
law and a climate in which hostility, force and intervention are replaced by
respect for international pluralism, peaceful coexistence, co-operation and
friendship among pecples.

The main responsibility for disarmament in all its aspects continues to lie
with the militarily significant Powers, which must reduce their military
expenditure and increase the amount of their official development assistance. The
idea of establishing a United Nations fund for disarmament and development remains
valid. It is significant that the total debt of the developing world, which now
exceeds $1 trilliom, is equivalent to the current level of world-wide military
spending. Net outgoing capital transfers from Latin America and the Caribbeean in
1987 amounted to 45 per cent of the defence spending of the United States and
66 per cen: of its fiscal deficit. The price of financing, promoting and
developing the arms race has been the poverty and hunger of our peoples.

One cconsequence of today's unjust economic order, the problem of debt, which
atfects the vast majority of the world's peoples, is today an insurmountable
obstacle in the way of davelopment. The starting-point for solving this problem is
the recognition that our peoples have a right to development. Partisl solutions by
means of bilateral negotiations have been exhaquéé;f The debt problem simply
cannot be solved by means of more debt. Adjustment policies have been taken to

their limit. The strategy of buying time and waiting for an economic miracle is
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not mersly evasive but also suicidal. The consequences of a world-wide economic
collapse would be suffered by all, debtors and creditors alike. Global solutions
and consensus are therefore imperativa,

An extremely important step in this direction is the decision recently taken
in Caracas, Venesuela, by the countriss that make up the Latin American Economic
System (SELA) to hold the first Latin American conference on foreign debt next
Year. We believe that the conference should be held ag soon as possible and that
the participants shouid include representatives of other regions that algo suffer
the consequences of thie grave problem.

But it is not enough to recognize the gravity of the debt problem and arrive
at a just solution on the basis of recogaizing the ghared responsibilities of
debtor and creditor. The new international economic order must also becoms a
reality. If it does not, little or nothing will be gaized by resolving the debt
problem temporarily, because probliems are resolved not by addressing their effects
but by attacking their causes.

The wealth of the few must not continue to grow in an unrestrained manner at
the cost of the impoverishment of the vast majority. To the extent that we are
capavle of finding a just ana comprehensive solution to thig pressing problem we
shall be laying the foundations for & reorganization of the current system of world
economic relations. A new international economic order continues to be one of our
most important objectives and priorities, and the pragmatism called for by some
should not be allowed to becoms & pretext for abandoning the struggle and
irresponsibly giving way to the immoral logic of extreme mercantilism that today

prevails,
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The new momentum which the United Natione hae acquired in solving various
regional cenflicts, represented by the Geneva Accords on Afghanistan, the
developments concerning the independence of Nemibia, the end of the war between
Iran and Iraq, the dialogue in Cyprus, and the self-determination of Western
Saharsa, is to a great extent the result of the work undertaken by the Organisation
and its Secretary-General on behalf of world peace. Although it is trying to take
credit for these achisvements, the credit certainly Qoes not lie with the United
States, the action of whose Government over the past eight years has been
characterised by systematic blocking of this Organization and ;tc specialised
agancies and the promotior of such theoriss a8 linkage, constructive engagsment and
low-intensity warfare, all invented to prolong the suffering of peoples and
postpone the dawn of freedom.

If today we are witnessing a resurgence of the United Nations, it is precisely
because this policy of overt and covert war against multilateralism has beea
defeated.

If today we can hope to sze solutions to various regional conflicis, it is
bacause throughout our resistance struggle we have succeeded in firmly defending
our principles and have persevered in proposing golutions based on tham.

If today it is possible to foresee the end of the hateful policy and practice
of aparthaid, which constitutes the most serious offence to the universai
conscience of our time, it is thanks above all to the heroic struggle of the people
of South Africa, as wall ags to international solidarity, first and foremost that of
the front-line States, the heroic and diiintcrestod asgistance given by the Cuban
people, backed by the entire Non-Aligned Movemant, and the pra.sevorthy efforts of

the United Nations. It is the admirable tenacity shown by individuals, peoples and
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institutions struggliang for pesace that will lesd to recognition of the inalienadble
rights of the Palestinian people, to the reunification of Korea, and to the
liberation once and for all of Central America from the age-0ld scourge of Unitsd
States intervention.

In Central Amsrica peace efforts continue to be sabotaged. It has not been
possible to give full affect to the Esquipulas agreemants, signed by the Central
American Pregsidents on 7 August last year. One basic aspect of the agreements
concerns the essential verificaticn mechanism. Nicarsgua has insigted that this
mechanism take the form of a United Nations peace operation under the direction of
tae Secrstary-General and with the participation of a group of countries which have
already stated their willingness and desire to take an active part in this noble

task of making peace and harmony a reality in our region.
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As is well known to all, Honduras has been unwilling to sign a request
together witk all the Central American countries asking the Secretary-General to
organise the verification mechanism. Here, the Honduras Foreign Minister made much
of presenting an alteranstive proposal to that discussed in the context of
Esquipulas II, but, as always, he has refused to engage in serious talks with a
viev to agreeing on the setting up of an instrument to ensure security om the
border between Honduras and Nicaragua.

WNe have been repeating this to the point of exhaustion, and it is not worth
spending much time on it hore. The problom in Central America has a first name and
last name, and thsy are the game name: Un;tod States intervention. When the
United States stops making war on Nicaragua and stops involving its lackeys in that
war, then the international situation in Central America will be immensely eased.

We bave spoken of the ncﬁd to establish geauine international democracy. The
foundation for this democracy is principles and norms of a legal nature, compliance
with which ensures international peace and sscurity.

In the defence of its sovereignty, independence and territorial integrity in
ths face of United States aggr 3ssion, Nicaragua, in addition to its heroic military
resistance, hes given top priority to internationsl law and justice.

;In'lts historic ruling of 27 June 1986, the International Court of Justice
agreed with Nicaregua‘s claim and ordersd the United States immediately to put an
end to its gordid and 1mﬁoral war and maixe reparation for the damages and losses
inflicted on Nicaragua.

The fact that the Govermment of the United States refuses to comply with the
Court’'s decision does not affact the validity of the verdict one jot. One of

Nicaregue's guiding principles has been and coatinues to be the defence of
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international law. It is precisely for that reason that we favour universal
acceptance of the compulsory jurisdiction of the world Court.

During the most recent ministerial-lavel conference of the Movemant of thy
Non-Aligned Countries, held in Cyprus, Nicaragua proposed that next year, in the
Hague, a special non-aligned ministerial meeting should be held on peace and
international law. The proposal was approved by acclamation.

The celsbration next yesr of the ninetieth enniversary of the first Peace
Conferance, held in the Hague, at which the first international accords on the
pPeaceful gettlement of disputes were reached, constitutes an ideal framework for
such an undertaking. It ig our desire, given the importance of the subject matter,
that this meeting be open to the participatién of all Membersz of the United Nﬁtions
and States party to the Statutes of the Internatiomal Court of Justice who wigh ﬁo
take part.

The question of Nicaragua - and lpacifically the subject of the military and
paramilitary activities organi:ed. financed and directed by the United States
against Nicaragua - is something that has occupied a central place in the awareness
of all peoples of the earth over the last few years. In my travels throuqhout
Africa, Asia and the SOuth Pacific, ae well as in Latin America, Europe ard the
United States itself, I have found that my small country has become a symbol of
dignity and heroic rqsistance against thogse who seek to dony third world countries
theixr rights to genuine self-determination and 1ndependehce - the indispensable
basis for the genuine democratisation desired by all peoples.

At the camé'timo, VQ have witnessed the profound discredit into which the
aggressor hasg falicn::”rn Latin>hmerica, the low pres’ .ge of the United States has
reached bottom; some feel that it can.ﬂo longer recover, or that at the very least

& long time will have to pass before that prestige is regained.
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All agree that the sordid, immoral and illegal policy against Nicaragua is the
basic reason for this discredit. Secretary of State Shultz and a few of his Latin
American friends may think otherwise, but that is another kettle of figh or perhaps
a2nother few hundred dollars. The facts tell another story.

Latin America's sentiments were clearly manifested by the masses of people
that Secretazy of State Shults and Vice-President Bush saw in Buunos Aires,
Montevideo, Brasilia, and recently Quito, places which were simultaneously visited
by President Daniel Ortega. I do not think it is necessary here to repeat what
those masses of people were shouting at Secretary Shultz, nor to state once again
how warmly they greeted the Constitutional President of Nicaragua,

Daniel Ortega Saavedra.

Having failed in its attempts at a military overthrow of the democratically
elected Government of Nicaragua, the Reagan Administration has been involved in
promoting differont acts of provocation in order to test my Govermment's
willingness to apply the law arnd thus run the risk of suffering official reprisals
from the United étates.

The Nandaime incidogt. which caused much hypocritical and pherisaical rending
of garmente, is only one of the latest examples of what is known today as th;
Melton Plan, named after the former United States Ambassador to Nicaragua .
responsible for its iﬁplement&tion.

I think it is obvious to everyone here that no goverument worthy of the name
can make the application of its laws subject to considerations of political
expediency, and much less to forecasts as to how its enemies abroad, or the frimnds
of its enemies, might choose to interpret its legal actions.

It ig never proper to allow flagrant disregard of the law to pass with

impunity. Nothing could be more damaging to the authority and credibility of a
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government. ‘Nothing could be more effective in promoting anarchy and in inducing
peopie to take justice into their own hands, than the demonstration of government
weakness in the enforcement of the law.

The Reagan Administration ig fully conscious of this fact, and its efforts are
therefore aimed at causing an internal breakdown in the Nicaraguan Govermment ag a
result of inmaction - inaction imposed on us by that Administration - in the face of
domestic lawlessness.

In Nicaragua we have a popular Government, freely elected by the people, by
means of one of the most exemplary electoral processes ever established in Latin
America. We have laws. We have & Constitution. And those who choose to disregard
those laws have te bear the consequences, even though'they may seek to take cover

under the official sponsorship of the United States for their criminal activities.
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In the military struggle against the mercenary forces of the United States we
were not intimidated - we have defeated them. Nor will we be intimidated by the
ever-mounting political attacks and multi-million-dollar slander campaigns aimed at
discrediting our nation. It is the United States that has seen fit to take fright
and flee the impartial eye of the highest tribunal of justice in the world.

We will not be lectured to by a Government that lags far behind us in its own
record on human rights and civil liberties, particularly in times of war. Neither,
obviously, will we accept the shameless lectures of the Central American lackeys of
that empire, who themselves have lost all credibility in the international
community, especially in the United Nations, because of their disastrous record on
human rights. For this reason, we shall not even bother to refute the unfounded
accusations that were levelled ageinst us here this moraing by the Salvadoran
Foreign Minister. ﬁather, we, for our part, will continue to oppose irrationality
with reason, terrorism with law, intimidation with a quest for honest dialogue.

We shall continue to insist that the country that is host to the United
Nations and to the Organization of American States prove itself worthy of
continuing to be the meeting-place of these organisations. This implies respect
for the sovereign rights of member §‘ates ard for the independence of the
organizations.,

In this connection, I just want to add that we reserve our right to take
further action in respect of the improper denial of visas to memberg of the
delegation that was to accompany President Ortega to this session of the General
Agsembly.

We believe in the United Nations and in the possibility of achieving
international peace and security through the scrupulous observance of the ncrms and

principles of its Charter. We believe also that it must be possible to reach an
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understanding with the United States and to normalize our bilateral relations with
that country. We hope that, under the next United States Administration, that may
be possible. Our banner is, and alvays will be, "A homeland free, or let us die.*"
We shall continue to dsfend the right of our people to live in peace anC to have
their inalienable right to self-determination and independence respected.

Mr. VAN DUNZM (Argola) (spoke in Portuguese; English text furnighed by
the delegation): On behalf of my Governmeant I wish to express to you, Sir, our
appreciation and satisfaction at your election to the presidency of the General
.Aszembly at its forty-third session. We are sure that your talent and experience,
as a politician and as 2 diplomat, will enabile Yyou to make a great contribution to
the success of this session. Your election is a recognition of the importance of
this factor and, at the same time, a well-deserved tribute to the country you
represent. WNe therefore offer you our very best wishes for success in the
difficult task entrusted to you.

We 2180 wish to express our appreciation to your predecessor, Mr. Peter Florin
of the German Democratic Republic, for the ezemplary and brilliant manmer in which
he pregided over the forty-second sesgion, thus, making a contribution to the
strengthening of the United Nations.

To thas Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, we pay sincere tribute
for everything he has done in the cauge of peace and prosperity for all manking, iﬁ
spite of the political and economic obstacles and cther drawbacks faced by the
Orqanilation today. We are sure that, with help from all of us and support for the
diplomatic and political commitment he has always demonstrated, there will be hope

for a lecsening of tension throughout the world and for the achievement of the
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peace that now begine to shirmer in the distance and will ultimately bring great
Joy to us all. In the international situation there are signs of hope for lsssensd
tension and for the peace so anxiously awaited by 21l mankind.

The Treaty between the United States of America and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics on the Elimination of Their intermediate-Range and
Shorter-Range Missiles (INF Treaty), now ratified, the progress made in the fiela
of disarmament, in the framework of the talks betweaen the United States and the
Soviet Union and the Gereva Conference on Disarmament, the search for a negotisted
settlament of the different coanflicts that have been proliferating around the
world - all of these are important landmarks on the way to schieving the
fundamental goal of the Unitad Nations, which needs to be pursued both in
qualitative and in quantitative terms. We believe that those achievements are part

of the solution to the problems that all mankind is facing today.
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The radical changes ve are witnessing today in the political situation in
southern Africa are a conzequencs of a change in the balance of power, which now
favours the Pecples of the region engaged in a struggle against the hideous racist
régine of South Africa. That is reflected in successive South African military
defeats at the hands of the Angolan army and in the intensification of the
liberation struggles of the pecples of Namibia and South Africa.

Acknowledgement of those facts, plus the military defeat inflicted on the
racigt South African forces at Cuito Cuanavale, led the Pretoria Covernment to git
down at the negotiating table with the Governments of Angola and Cuba, with the
mediation of the Uniteg States of America, to negotiate implementation of Security
Council resolution 435 (1978) and the establishment of peace and sscurity in our
country. .

The Governments of Angola and Cuba, which have demonstrated a true spirit of
integrity ang flexibility throughout the talks, brought to the negotiating tabie a
set of principles set out in a negotiating platform presented in 198¢ by Comradas
President Jcgé Eduardo dos Santos to the Secretary-General. As that platform is
well known to all, I ghall not dwell on it hers.

The Government of the People's Republic of Angola has anaver accepted and will
hever accept the fictitious link som2 have sought to establigh between the presence
of Cuban internatiocnalist troops in our territory and the implementation of
Security Council resolution 435 (1973) ‘'on the independence of Namibia. It ig a
prerequisite for the achievemant of a just, lasting and honourabie peace in
southern Africa, that the goals set in the negotiating platform be attained.

Attempts to establish a parallel between the withdrawal of Cuban
internationalist troops and the indepsndence of Namibia prove the arrogance and bad

faith of a régime that ig defying the entire international community, that
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continues to trample on the most fundamental rights of its own paople by imposing
the inhuman apartbeid system, which is blocking the right of the Namibian people to
gsolf-determination and independence, and that pursues a systematic policy of
aggression and destabilisation against the front-line States.

I am obligod to reiterate that Cuban internationalist troops are in Angola &t
the invitation of the Angolan Government, in kesping with Article 51 of the United
Nations Charter, while South African troops occupy the Territory of Namibia
illegally, in violation of the relevant United Nations resolutions.

The Governments of Angola and Cuba, wishing to help resolve the problems of
south-western Africa, also brought to the negotiating table & specific timetable
for the withdrawal of Cuban internstionalist troops from Angola, with a view to
facilitatiang the implementation of Security Council 435 (1978), on the independence
of Namibia. But it must be made perfactly clear that this gesture in no way
implies de jurae or de facto acceptance of the policy of "linkage". It should be
underatood, rather, as one more contribution by our Governments towards the
schievement of poace in Angola and of indepsndence for Namibia.

Angola's firm commitment in this regard and our efforts to initiate a peace
process are well known.

Several maetings heid in Luanda and Cape Verde wore followed by a series of
peace talks in London, Cairo, New York, Geneva and Brassaville. A protocol was
signed in Geneva regulating the withdrawal of South African troops from Angolsn
territory as provided for in Security Council resolution 602 (1987); there was also
agresment on the cessation of hostilities along Angola's southern border, and the
installation of border comtrol posts jointly monitored by Angola, Cuba and South

Africa. That, aleng with the designation of 1 November as the date for initiating
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implementation of Sacurity Council resolution €35 (1978) and the presence of a
United Nations technical team in Namibia, are the clear resulte of the
quadripartite talks. This shove how important ang necessary it is for us to
Proceed with dialogue in order snsure peace and security in southern Africa. As
President José Eduardo dos Santos pointed out in a recent statement at the
Franceville summit,

"Our intention is to make the peace process in southern Africa irreversible,

and we shall do everything in our power to make that happen.*®

Should South Africa and itg allies persist in their obstinate polxcy of
hindering the peace Process by making demands which by their very nature constitute
crude interference in the internal affairs of the Pecple's Republic of Angola -~
demands that we can naver accept - history will in due course be the judge of their
actions.

The Angolan Government hag repeatedly declared that, under itsg policy of
clemency and national harmonization, all Angolans are entitlsd to free themselves
from the domination of foreign interests and to integrate themselves into the
‘society we are in the process of building. That policy, recently reiterated by the
President of the People's Republic of Angola, aims at the implementation ¢/ a peace
Process inside Angola, a.process that draws on the history and experience of other
African countries which have experienced similar situations. Assurances regarding
the implementation of such & process after the Braszaville quadripartite talks were
given by the highest Angolan authorities at the rranceville summit on 5 October.

The People's Republic of Angola considers that there has been much progress in
the quadripartite talks. But thig does not mean we can decrease our vigilance: we
must rather increase ocur solidarity with and ocur unwavering support for all peoples

of the southern African region and all iiberation movements struggling against

colonialism and 2parctheid.
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It is important to stress that the important consultations held at New York
between Angola, Cuba and South Africa, with the mediation of the United States,
were essantially exploratory in nature. Contrary to reports in the international
media, their purpose was to prepare for the signing of a subsequent formal
agreement. There is atill a long way to go. At stake are the scvereignty,

- security and territorial integrity of the People's Republic of Angola.

I muet msntion here the sfforts of the Pecple's Republic of the Congo, and
particularly of President Denis Sassou Nguesso, towards success in the
quadripartite talks.

My Govarnment will mever ghirk its duty to extend all necessary suppor£ to the
fraternal people of Namibia in its just struggle for independence, under the
leadership of its sole legitimate representative, the South West Africa People’'s
Organisation (SWAPO).

Together with all other peace-loving peoplas, the Angolan pepole %l continue
to extend sll possible support to the heroic people of So;th Africa, which, under
tbe leadership of the African National Congress of South Africa (ANC) and other
p#triotic forces, is struggling against the inhuman gpaxtheid system. We take this
opportunity to call upon Pretoria‘'s allies to cease forthwith all co-operatiom with
the inhuman régime and to impose the comprehensive mandatory sanctions against
South Africa for which the internationzl community at large has been calling for so
long.

The developments in the Maghreb region give us some reason to hope that,
should all parties co-operate fully with the SGctetary-General and with the
Chairman of the Organization 6f African Unity (OAU), a just, lasting and
politically acceptable settlement of the conflict will be found oa the basis of OAU

resclution 104 and relevant General Aésembly resolutions.
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Sahraoui people and for the POLISARIO
Front, and we call upon the parties to the conflict to do all
the path of dialogue.

We reaffirm our total support for the

they can to pursue
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We welcome the agreements signed bf Ethiopia and Somalia and regard them as 2
positive step towards improving relations betwsen those two couutries, whose common
wish is to live in a climate of peace in order to be able to overcome their
underdevelopment and raisse the living standards of their respective peoples. e
hope that the dialogue that has now been initiated between Ethiopia and Sudan - two
countries whose peoples are linked by economic, historical and geographical ties -
will lead to the establishment of a climate of confidence and good-neighbourliness.

As Africans, we have justified pride in welcoming the initiation of dialogue
between Libya and Chad, two African countries that, under the aegis of the
Organization of African Unity, have been able to prove that it is possible to
gsubstitute dialogus for the force of zrms in the settl. ient of regional conflicts.

We once again feel obliged to associate ourselves with all those who have
demandsd that the Zionist régime of Isreel withdraw unconditionally f£rom all
Palestinian and other Arab territories which it is illegally occupying and where it
is engaging in the most inhuman atrocities against the Arab peoples. We associate
ourselves also with the international demand for the convening as soon as possible
of an international peace conference under the auspices of the United Nations and
with the participation of the scle and lsgitimate representative of the Palestinian
people, the Palestine Liberation Orgeaniszation (PLO).

A major development to which special reforonce must be mads - because of ite
importance for peace in the FPersisn Gulf - is, without any doubt, the cease-fire
and the resulting talks now takliy place between Iran and Iraq, under the auspices
of the Sscretary-Generel, with & view to bringing peace to those two countries that
have been fighting each other for eight years now. We call upon these two
fraternal countries tc pursue the path of dialogue and refrain from anf'act that

may hinder the procese now under wey.
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We welcome the signing of the Geneva agreements Letween Pakistan and
Afghanigtan and hope that this will help to estadblish a climate of peace and
security in the ragion.

With respect to the Kampuchean question, we believe it imperative to seok a
political gettlement that can contribute to the establishment of peace and
stability in South-West Asia. We appreciate the promising rosults of the meeting
held in July this year in Jakarta, Indonesia, at wikich the parties to thig regional
conflict showed optimism about the possibility of settling it. 1In this connection,
we hail the positive aititude of the Vietnamsse Govermment, which, in keeping with
the goal of contributing to the establishment of peace in the region, has dacided
to withdraw before the end of this year a part of its military contingent stationed
in Kampuchea.

We are also continning to pay special attention to the situation in the Korean
peninsula and to the Korean people's efforts to bring about an independent,
reunified nation. We once again express our total support for the proposals made
by the People's Democratic Republic of Xores that the Korean people bs ensbled to
decide their future without interforsnce or foreign interveantion.

To the East Timor people fighting against forsign occupation and for
gelf-determination end independence, under the leadership of their revolutionary
FRETILIN, we once again affirm our unwavering support. Fucthermore, we take this
opportunity to express our appreciation for the gtance that the Portuguess |
Goverament has been taking in its cepacity ac.thn legal adainistering Power of the
Territory of East Timor. In this comnection, we call on that Goverument as well ag
on the Schetary-G§n0r31 to continue their efforts to fina a juie and permanent

settlement of the question, in the framework of Generai Asseably resolution 37/30,
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Central America remains one of the regions of the earth most affected by
instability. There, the policies of intervention, aggression, blackmail and
interference in the internal affairs of the States concerned ropr'ennt a threat to
their sovereignty and development and to international peace and security. The
People's Republic of Angola believes that this line of conduct is incompatible with
a wish to see fewer regional conflicts and to achieve a political ssttlement of the
differences. We therefore cannot agree that these confrontations should be viewed
as idesclogical or as an East-West conflict.

Nicaragua and Panama are cleir examples of that situation. 'Ihe\y are currehtly
the victims of coercive political and economic msasures. We wish to reaffirm the
importance and validity of the Eegquipulas II peace plan and algo the need for
compliance by sll parties with the Pacama Canal Treaty.

¥We alsc exzpress again our unwvavering support for the Government and fraternal
people of Cuba ‘and their legitimate claim to regain the illegally occupied
Guantanamo Naval Bage from the United Statss snd to bes compensated for the material
‘dunaga resulting from the occupation.

l!o ’unequi.vocany support Genaral Assombly resolutioas 41/11 of 27 Octobot 1986
and 42/16 of 10 November 1987, which dsclare the southern Atlantic & sone of peace
and co-oporation. We call on the States of the region to coatribute to that ead by
adbpting muuru designed to achieve the objectives of the Declaration.

P ' WQ are a‘iw in favour of Gétente, dialogue and co-operation between States,
regardlou of thcir political or ideological differences or their steges of
deveiopment.. We bslieve also that the arms race, particularly when it involves
nuclear m‘ap;ns. nokes the establishment of a programme for general and complete
digsarmament urgent. The resources used by the armaments industry could be .
channelled to the Jdeveloping countries that are the victims of the constantly

dgtoriput:lng world Qconoaiyc situstion.
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We are now approaching the end of yet another decade in which there has been a
series of political convulsions in almost overy region of the world.. That is a
source of great concern to the international community as a whole. During this
period, some countries have been able to take important gteps forward in seeking
solutions to the various economic problems they face. However, despite their
efforts, the majority of these countries have not succeeded in achieving anything
more then a palliative that has not met their expectatiozs for the settlement of
certain problems that could really have been solved, to a large extent, with the
political will and help of other countries.

As I have just zaid, we are approaching the ead of another decade. At the
beginning of this decade we had hoped for better results for mankind as a whole.
It is therefore disttessing-éo“noto that, despite the efforts made, the world
economic situation is constantly deteriorating. The current crisis in the world
economic system, which is obsolete and unjust, claims its principal victims in the
developing countries. It is against that bacquound, therefore, that we beslieve it
to be important, indeed urgent, to establish a new 1nteggationa1 economic order
- that is real, fair, equitable and capeble of responding to the growing concerns of
more than two thirds of the human race.

At the beginning of this decade the United Natiorns adopted resolution 35/56
ostahlinhing a strategy by means of which the developing countries could achieve a
growth rate of 7 per cent within the framework of the Interaaticonal Development
Strategy. To that end, it was agreed also that the developed countries should
contribute 0.7 per cent of their grose national product for the benefit of the
developing countries in general, and 1 per cent for the banefit of the least
developed countries. Today, eight years have paseed and we are gtill facing a

manifest lack of political will on the part of gome developad countries to apply
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the principles agreed upon. The consequences of this have been the stagnation in,
and the reduction in the growth rates of, the majority of the developing countries.

We believe that the existing gap between our two groups of countries is
constantly increasing rather than narrowing, despite the measuras taken each year
by the majority of those countries to bring about eccnomic recovery. In that
comnaction, we reaffirm our complete support for the recent decisions takenyééﬁsthe,
positions held by the States members of the Non-Aligned Movement. We are sure that
they constitute the basis for future negotiations between the North and the South,
taking into account the need for the revitalised, closer and fairer co-operation
between the two groups of countries that which we believe is imperative.

We wish to focus for a moment on some questions that are of the greatest
concern to us and that, in our opinion, are among the major impediments to the
development of our countries. First, I wigh to say that the international monetary
asd financial system will not be able to operate gmcothly unless 2ll countries
share the responsibility for the settlement of the problems relating to the

malfunctioning of that system's institutions and mechanisms.
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Otherwise we shall continue to witness an uncontrolled flow of our resources to the
developed countries. Thesc resources could be utilised for the economic
development of the countries of the South.

There is therefore an urgent need for the restructurinngf the present
international monetary and financial system so as to render it moro~viable and |
capable of securing wider and more just world co-operation. |

Today a problem of undeniable importance is the inordinate level of the debt
of the develcping countries, which reached the astronomical figure of
$1,200 billion in 1987. We therefore desm it appropriate to appsal to the
multilateral financial institutions and the creditor countries to review, together
with us, the impracticability of the mechanisms of the international monetary
system now in force.

Wo reaffirm once again the need for an international meeting to be held as
soon as possible on the debt of the developing countries, to enable debtors and
creailors together to work out a solution to this thoray issue. For the low-growth
countrios of the African continent, the debt situation has become critical. The
continued drop in prices of commodities, the main exportc of the African countries,
is an insurmountable obstacle to both their participetion in the world economy and

the effective implementation of the United Nationg Programme of Action for African

Economic Recovary and Development 1986-1i990, which are essential pre-conditions for .

real recovery in their economies. We accordingly endorse the position of African
Heads of State =zt the OAU summit meeting in Decomber 1987 on the convoninq of an
intornational contorenco on eztornal debt in Africa. The ecomomic crieil has fﬁ
seriously attcctod the doveloping countries’ capacityrtthqke a more active part in
iaternational trade. The economics of thoge qpuntrioclaro concentrated cn the

éxport of one or a few commoditioes or manufacturee, ané at tho same time those

EEE
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preducts suffer from instability in developed countries and are the victim of
protectionist measures on the part of the market-econcmy countries - measures that
are in flagrant violation of the rules and principies of internstional trade and
incompatible with the coamitments undertaken by those countries in various
international bo@iol. We nﬁct therefore continue to concentrate our efforts on
achieving rcg; adjustment in the structure of international trade and
implementation of the resolutions of the United Nations Conference on Trade ané
Development (UNCTAD). The Psople's Republic of Angola is convinced that the
international coumﬁnity can create the condition necessary for this to be close.

The interdependence of States, of which we are totally aware, should lead us
to a greater sensitivity concerning the food crisis. We note with deep regret the
deterioration in the food and agriculture situation in many developing countries,
especially African countries, which are experiencing a serious food deficit. The
international community sheould support more strongly the Internaticonal Fund for
Agricultural Development in order to emable it to embark upon its gecond decade on
a better and more solid financial footing.

The People's Republic of Angola, a developing country which has never
experienced a single day of peace since it achieved independence in November 1975,
is an integral part of the international community and cannot remain silert with
regard to the world in genersl or the problems of the underdeveloped countries in
particular. 1Its contribution to minimizing the countless economic and social
problems affecting mankind ig stiil very weak,

We have been making offorts, together with others, to achieve the just. pezce
80 badly noednd by tha h&roic Angolan people to solve the economic problems we
continue té bsparidheo. In ehis connection my Goverzmment has taken certein
measures within the framework of the Economic and Financial Recovery Programme and

has been enacting legislation that will make its implementation possible.
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I wish tc take this oppcrtunity to appeal to the internationil community to
increase its support and programmes of assistance for the People's Rep »lic of
Angola with a visw to helping repair the damgge caused by the war of aggression and
destabilization waged by South Africa. This damage, in material terms -
aquipment, highways, bridges, roads, railroads and so forth - amounts to more thar
$12 billion, cost the lives of more than 50,000 people, caused the displacement of
200,000 families and created close to 150,000 refugees.

In conclusion, Mr. Presideat, allow me to reiterate our sincere wishes for
your complete success in conducting the proceedings of the forty-third session of
the General Assembly and to assure you of the fullest co-operation of the Angoclan
delegation whenever nacesgsary and at all times. |

The struggle continues. Victory is certain.

Sir Peter KENILOREA (Sclomon Islands): Sir, permit me to extend to you
my congratulations on your election as President of the General Assembiy at its
forty-third session. I am coafident that with your wisdom and diplomatic skills
you will effectively guide the deliberations of this gession to a successful
conclusion. To this ead, I assure you of my delegation's support and co-operation.

To your predecessor, Mr. Peter Florin of the German Democratic Republic, 1
convey the deep appreciation of my Government for the excellent manner in which he
conducted the proce;dings of the last session.

I also take this oppoftunity to thank our Secretary-General,

Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, for his commitment and for his endeavours towards the
fulfilment of our common desire for internatio#al peace and socurity. The award of
the 1988 Nobel Peace Prise to the United Nations peace-keeping forces is indeed a

worthy tribute to those who have rigked and sre riskiﬂg their lives for peace.

ey
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Since last we gathered here a year ago there has been a dramatic change in the
international political cliﬁate. The role of the United Nations as a peacemaker
has been reaffirmed. My delegation is therefore encouraged by the recent positive
developments, which have brought rays of hope and the promise of peace to the

troubled regions of our world.
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We are heartened that, after eight years of crossfire, the guns have fallen
silent in the Persian Guilf and peace is being given a chance. The basis of that
peace is Security Council resolution 598 (1987). We therefore earnestly appsal to
Iran and Irag, and 21l Momber States of the United Nations, to co-operate with the
Secretary-General in tie effort to f£ind a lasting solution to this conflict.

The situation in Afghanistan also shows signs of hope and the same promige of
Peace. Hence, we welcome the Geneva Accords on Afghanistan and urge all parties to
respect the letter and the spirit of those Accords to ensure nothing iz done to
slow the progress towards peace,

We ragard with optimism the apparent breakthrough in the i13-year war in
Western Sshara. We note, particularly, the proposal by the Sacretary-General in
August whereby a cease-firs would be declared, followed by a referendum for the
people of Western Sahara.

My Gow.nrment'aho regards with egual optimism the tripartite agreement which
pProvides for the withdrawal of South Africen troops from Angola and the possible
implementation of the United Nations plan for Nemibia. It is our earnest hope that
South Africa will réspect the tripartite agreement and proceed to implement
Security Council resolution 435 (1978). We have always supported the United
Nations plan for the independence of Mamibia and take this opportunity to reaffirm
this support.

The ratification of the Treaty on the Elimination of Intermediate-Range and
Shorter-Range Misgiles - INF Treaty - by the two super-Powers is a major
achievement of our tims. We commend the dispiay of political will by the Soviet
Union and the United States to reach an agreement culling for & 50 per cemt
reduction in their strategic nuclear argensls. It is the hope of my delegation

that this movement in disarmement will e@ventually lead to comprehensive
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digarmament, which includes not only nuclear weapons but conventional and chemical
wespons as well.

Solomon Islands reaffirms ite support for the principls of the peaceful
reunification of the two RKoreas, to be purgued without outside interference. We
would welcome and support membership of the United Nations for both countries., I
take éhis opportunity to congratulate the Republic of KXorea on its role as host of
the very successful XXIV summer Olympic Games.

While we hail with gratification the developments in Afghanistan, the Western
Sahara and the Persian Gulf, we are still gravely concerned about the atrocious
situation in South Africa, where apartheid remains the root cause of conflict.
Apartheiqd is institutionalized racism. In itself, it is evil. It must be
eradicated - not reformed, but eradicated.

With many sanctions already imposed and with the Pretoria régime showing ne
sigus of giving in, it is time for the international community to take the conly
option lefts that isg, to apply comprehensive mandatory sancticus under Chapter VII
of the United Nations Charter. My delegation reiterates its abhcrrence of
apartheid and continues to support the call for comprehensive sanctions against
South Africa.

In the Middle East, peace is stili denied to peoples of the region. My
Government shares the view that the onvening of an international conference on the
Middle East sponsored by the United Nations would pave the way for a peaceful,
comprehensive and just settlement of this conflict., We urge the Secretary-General
to continue his good efforts to ensure the convening of guch a conference.

The situation in Kampuchea still requires surveillance by the international
community. Hostilities have now entered their tenth year. My Govaranment urges the:

withdrawal of all Vietnamese troops 80 as to facilitate the settiement of the
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Kampuchean problem by the Kampuckean people themselve:, free from outside
interference.

On 2 December 1986 the Assembly adopted resolution €1/41 A reinscribing New
Caledonia on the United Nations 1list of Non-Self-Governing Territories. This, in
effect, gave the United Nations a major role in the dacolonization process in New
Caledonia. My Government reaffirms its stand that the United Nations, through itg
appropriate organ, must be actively involved in this process, as must all the
people of New Caledonia, including the original inhabitants, the indigenous Kanak
people. To continue turning a blinga eye to the United Natiopa principles &ms well
88 the wishes of the major communal group could certainly take us back to the sad
avents of the morning of 5 May 1988 on the island of Ouvea in New Caledonia.
Therefore, we are sncouraged that the new Prime Minister of France hag reopensd
dislogue with all the parties in New Caledonia and is working towards a long-term
solution of the problems in this Non-Self-Govarning Territory.

At the nineteenth South Pacific Forum, which was held in Nufualofa, Tonga,

. last month and which my Prime Minister attended, the Forum leaders also welcomed
the efforts of the administering Power to bring sbout a resumption of the dialogue
between all the communitiga in New Caledonia. The Forum, inter alia, urged France
to engure that the Proposed 1388 act of self-determination would be consistent with
the establighed decolonisation practices and principles of the United Nationg. The
road to the resolution of the problemg of Naw Caledonia is certainly not a smooth
one. Thore are real preblems to overcome. But with thess new developments we lock
forvard to an internationally accepted gelf-determination exercise in New Caledonia.

1 haye already welcomed the ratification of the INF Treaty by the two

Super-Powers. Thiz is a major step forward in the disarmament process. Another
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major step on ths road to disarmament is the Treaty of Rarctonga, which desclares
the South Pacific region a nuclear-free sone. We are therefore deeply grataful to
the Soviet Union and tha Pecple's Republic of China, which have ratified

Protocols 2 and 3 of the Treaty. We ars digappointsd, howeaver, that France, the
United Kingdom and the United States have yet to sign and ratify Protocols 1, 2 and
3 of the Tresaty, and we call on them to do so as a genuins demonstration of their
goodwill towards the South Pacific region and its peoples, and the peoples of the

world.
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Nuclear testing in our region has always been one of our major coacerns. It
remains a grave concern to us. Despite our numarous calls for the complete halting
of these tests, France continues to carry out ity nuclear-testing pProgramme on
Nururoa Atoll in Polynesia. I do not wish to insult the intelligence of this
Asgembly by giving a lecture on the effects of nuclear pollution. We all know the
facts: it kills. Solomon Islands is totally opposed to nuclear testing, dumping
and the use of nuclear weapons in our region. We again call on France to cease itg
nuclear-testing pProgramme in our regiom.

The current trend in the world economy is another problem of enormous
prope~tions for developing countries. Cur efforts to ircrease our export capacity
are being frustrated by the distorted policies characterising the current
international trading system. Thoge policies force a standstill, or, yet worse,
negative growth, in our fledgling economies.

Solomon Islands is a primary commodities producer. Restricted entry into the
world market for thege commodities iz a heavy burden on our already ailing
economy. My Government, therefore, attaches special importance to the Uruguay
Round of multilateral trade negotiations. The guestion of reforming the
agricultural and commodity trading systems must be resolved. We earnestly hope
that the deliberations during the Uruguay Round will create greater opportunities
for the developing countries to acquire a just share of the world's resources.

In this context, I must say that special consideration must be given to the
unique problems of island developing countries. Small internal markets, limited
resources, poor communications, distance and natural disasters are but a few of

those problems.
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At this juncture may I, on behalf of tﬁo Governmsnt and pecple of Solomon
Islands, convey to the Govermment and people of Jamaica our deepest sympathy on
their country's devastation by hﬁfilcane Gilbert. We understand and share their
grief, for we have, on numercus ééeasions in tﬁe past, Dbeen through similar ordeals
at nature's capricious hands. |

The point is that when addressing Aur special nseds there must be some
flexibility in the aid policies of our aid donors and of the world's financial
institutions. Having said that, I must add that vhen it comes to trade we in the
Pacific suffer more than other island developing countries eimply because of our
isolation from the major world markets. I errived from Brusscels just a few hours
&go. Brusgels 1a>11.500 miles from Honiara. O t commoditiss, therefore, have to
take the long and oxponsive route to the European Economic Commmunity (EEC).
Pespite the various problems we encounter as an island sconomy, we have striven and
will always strive to better the lives of our pedéle. We have to lesara to live
within our means - our means being our available resources and the different forms
of assistance we believe to be available to us from friendly nations and
multinational ingtitutions.

In this regard, we welcome the uultilétcral Figsheries Treaty with the United
States, which came into force during the year, so that benefits are already being
raceived by the countries party to the Treaty, including.my own. We look forward
to achieving similar arrangements with other major fishing netions which fish in
our waters. In this respect, my Government is very grateful to the Canadian
Government and people for making available approximately $Can 10 milliom to the
Forum Fisheries Agency, which ic based in Solomon Islands, for the development of

the marine and ocean resources of the South Pacific region.
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Every year has itg ipncial eccasion. This Year, on 7 Jﬁly. S8olomon Iglanas
celebratsd its tenth independence anniversary. We ars very grateful for the king
congratulatory messages sent to us during our anniversary celebrations. It vas
also 10 years a8go that I stood here to bear witness to the admission of my country
to the meabarship's midst as the 150th Member. My pledge then was that Solomon
Islands would accept the obligatione under the éhartor of the Unitcd» Nations and
undertake to fulfil them. Todey, let me conclude by reaffiming that pPledge and
the commitment of ny cbuntry to the lot_;y ideals of this body.

Finally, I shoula like to thank you, Nr. Prclid;nﬁ. and our fellow Members of
f:he United Nations for letting Solomon Islands bave the last word in thig general
dabate.

Ihn_mm ( :lntorptotatién from Spanish): We have heard the last
speaker in the general debate at the forty-third session of the General Assombly .

During the last three wecks 153 delegations have stated their views on the
internationai situation and czpr;lucd anxiety, hope and legitimate expectations on
beshalf of the Peoples they represent hare. Once again the General Assembly has
acted as the international conscience and the forwa for the expregsion 6: humanity
at its highest ana most democratic level.

It seems appropriate now to attempt to sum up what we have heard, which will
not serve as a balance sheet, but, rather, as points of reference and departure ‘for
the tasks we expect to face in the future.

An objective analysis of the content of tie statements in the general debate
indicatss clearly that of the five items most discussed, by about 90 per ceant of
the lpoak;on.‘ four had to do with the most damaging regional conflicts and the

£ifth wicth the criticel economic situstion of the developing countries.
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The statements made in the general debate coincided in some notable respects.
There was a practically unanimous perception that this is a special, historic
moment in international relations; that we are at the threshold of a new, hopeful
phass in vhich dialogue and co-opsration will prevail. There is a gensral Zseling
that we are halfway into a process of changs towards a better world.

This state of mind is based almost uranimously on specific events. The
speakers drew attention to the importance and positive 1npaét of dislogus, the
recant dissrmament agreements of the super-Powers, progress towards tha\golution of
various regional conflicts and, generzlly, the gradual consolidation of an
atmosphere conducive to ths paaceful, negotiated settlement of internagianas
dizputes. All thesé develcpments, unthinkable a few years ago, have’fundaneﬁ;ﬁlly{
and perhaps irreversibly, transformed the conventional texzture of international ..:
relations. In this context, there w3 algo general recognition of the contrngtion d
made by the United Nations, in particular the Secretary-General. This, more than .
any earlier tims, is the hour of the United Nationo.‘

It is necessary that the Organlsution receive firm lupport fron all of us.

That cuppozt should not be only political, but should extond also to those

practical areas, including the financial area, which are necessary to ensure the -
strength and effectiveness of the Organisation.' If it has proved possible to find
funds to tinanco arms policies, 1t ghould bo much more possible to find funds to
finance an era of peacs, an era in which we would a11 stand to gain and in which

the Oxgénisgtion.vould necessarily have to deal with a growing number of costly and
délicatbrpeaco-keeping operations. , . - SR : Cnp”ff

The world ias changinq end, perhaps more important, the world is aware that it -
isbchanging. This is no sccidentel change, forced upon the vorld .or simply

‘ intuitive; it is a voluntlry, deliberate, intelligent change.
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Man seemsz to have learnt gome basic lessons. For example, he ssems at last to
agree that in our nuclear world any large-scale confrontation will produce only

losers; there will be no winnerg and the very survival of the human race will be in

The bankruptcy of policies based on an armg-race that identify security with
strategic power alone hasg been accompanied by a gradual acceptance of the idea that
today confrontation is neither inevitable nor indispengable for the promotion of
national interests. On the contrary, those same interests are easier of
attainment, are better protected, within the framework of dialogue, détente and
co-operation. All this means a truly qualitative revolution, with concrete and

.vbasic consgguences. The moet immediate, obvious impact is in enabling us to gee

i the danget of a holocauat receding into the background and to enjoy the prospect of

life.

: There ig ndw hope of the settlement - promptly, justly and in accordance with
the relevant decigiong of the Organisation - of such long-standing prcblems ag the
question of Palectino and the Middle East and the policy of apartheid in South
Atrica, the petcistance of which 1upodes tho creation of a climate of peace and |
security.'

But the conleguencel of this new intornational reality do much inore thagp
"Jbanefit certain specific cituationl. The conlolidation of a climate such as that )
:ifwe are now expari@ncing would hogin & new, uniquo chapter in the history of
* ;mamkind*‘ ror the firet time llte would be geen as a common, intordependent
.”'endqavour: for ehe first tiao harmony would be accopted a8 natural in tolations
:&gbatwoen Stétes. and conflict vould be considered an’ exceptional, undeairable
ph.enomanon° If ‘our goneration could take irtoversible ateps in this direction it

$would maka a funaamental contribution to the- improvement of the human condition.
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Of course, this is only éhg btartnot a long aad @ifficult process. We are
guaranteeinc life; now we hﬁlt move forward and discuss how and in what conditions
we are to live.

bhfter three wesks of general debate in the Assembly, I take great pleasure in
noting that, with very few exceptions, the overwheliming majority of epeakers hava
agreed that the time has now come for the guestion of development to be given first
place on the international agenda. BEveryone knows that uuderdevalopment is a
problem that afflicts two thirds of mankind, in som? cases with levels of poverty
and destitution which seem indistinguishable from the suffering inflicted by war.

Our tasgk is very clear in this regard. Having made major progress in
disarmament and the gottlement of regional conflicts, the international community
must now focus on the other major topic, that of deve'opment. Only in this way
will it be possible to consolidate the gains mado on the other two issues.

The general debate hae gshown that this approach is gaining acceptance in the
iadustrialized w;rld itgelf. For ezumple, this was clear from the statement made
by the Prime Minister of Norway, Mrs. Gro Larlen'Srundtland. and from the statement
of the President of France, Nr. Frangois Mitterrand, who proposed the establishment
of & fund within the International Monetary Fund

“to guarantec the payment of interest charged on certain commercial loans ..."

(A/43/PV.10, p. 22)

This fund would be financed through a new igsue of special drawing rights for- use
by the developing countries.

Similarly, in its statement the delegation of Japan confirmed the increasing
commitment of that country to an interdependent world economy. That is in
accordance with initiatives put forward in othsr forume, which should be carofully

exemined.
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The need now is for a.new mobilization that will make possible the concrete,
effective realisation of a political dialogue on development. To achieve that
objective, which is as simple as it is embitious, we now have a revitalized
Organigation, wiﬁhinew prestige that derives from its own successes proceeding from
the tireless, efficiént:work of the Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar.

The United Nationé may not be the specific forum for the discussion of
techrical questions of trade, finance an@ investment, but today it is in a superb
position to establish ;he general outlines and basic principles for a political
dialogue on development, and in due course to follow up the progress that will be

made if a world consensus in favour of concerted action should emerge.
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In light of the foregoing it seems clear that we must find a practical,
consensus-based and prudent manner of moving towards our objectives: practical,
because there would be no point in an endles; succession of rhetorical appeals,
unfeasible plans or texts replete with adjectives. What we are faced with is mno
less than the need to change the existing situation; consensus-based, because if
our course does not include us all, then it will not succeed; prudent, lastiy,
because if we were to be imprudent we would risk frustrating the hopes that
millions are placing in our Gelicate undertaking.

It seems therefore that the time has come to embark oa a political dialogus on
development, not as an alternative to the technical discussion, but as a complement
to it. Just as political decisions and institutions camnot take the place of
technical ones, neither can a political problem be resolved solely from a technical
point of view. If development generates stability, stability generates security,
and security. in turn, generates peace, them it is clear that what we are facing
are political decisions, but political decisions that must be technically viable.
What we now need is to take the first step towards new forme of political
dialogue - above all, practical ones.

The year 1988 is the one year in the entire hist&ry of the United Nations in
which prospects for peace appear to be most propitious. 1In 1945, when peace was
close at hand, the international community made two arrangements: the United
Nations to provide a forum for dialogue, to prevent conflicts and to solve them;
and the Bretton Woods agreements to establish an economic order that would prevent
a repetition of the conditions which, in the 19208 and 19308 led to the

totalitarianism which in turn ied to the tragedy of the Second World War.
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At that time people were s0 clear about the link betweqn development and peace
that, in 1944, shortly before the end of the war, President Roosevelt stated before
the United States Congressi(:} . ‘ | | |

"The hungry and the unehployedvafe t£é building bricks of dictéto¥sﬁips.“
Those words are as relevant to‘the developing wcrld today as they were fgie#éﬁt to
to Europe at the time they were ;tféred. As Pope Paul VI said in his ehcyélfdal
EBopulorum Progressio, "The new name Sf peace is Qevelopment."

I shall now call on those iepresentatives who wish to speak in exercise of the
right of reply. May I remind members that, in accordance with General Assembly
decision 34/401, statements in exercise of the right of reply are limited to
10 minutes for the first intervention and to five minutes for the second and should
be made by delegations from their seats.

M. RONDON (United States of Ame;ica): The freedom of speech which we
enjoy in the Assembly, but which is absent in Nicaragua, allows me to respond to
the Foreign Minister of Nicaragua who, this afterngqn, gought to portray the United
States as being soﬁehow to blame for his country's oppression. It‘is an affront to
the truth for him to blame the United States for.the suffering resulting from the
freedoms his Government denies the Nicaraguan people -~ the freedom to select or
reject leaders as one chooses, the freedom to assemble peacefully to redress
grievances without fear of attack or incarceration, as happened to the 38 prisomers
who still today remain imprisoned under inhumane condit;ons, the freedom to engage
in commerce or production without undue State interference.

Tk~ United States is not to blame for the totalitarian philosophy and economic
ham-handedness of the Sandinistas. The United States is to blame for gupporting
democracy in the region. I regret this exchange with Nicaragua, which would not
have taken place had the Sandinistas even begun to live up to their Organigation of

American Statez (OAS) promises of 1979 or their Esquipulas promises of 19815

®
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¥x. BROCHAND (France) (interpretation from French)s Mr. President, I
apdlogize for asking to speak after the inspiring statenent you have just made. I
should merely like to ezercise my delegation's right of reply on a point of
particular concern to it.

I regret the fact that in the statement he made just now the representative of
the Solomon Islands called my country into guestion over the undergreund nuclear
tests held on ite territory in Polynesia. Witicut wanting to engage in any
polemics with a country with whom France snjoys relativas of friendship and
co-operation, my delegation would once again recall that the French un@erground
nuclear tests harm neither the interests of the States of the region, nor the
health of the psoples there, nor the environment, as has been amply proved by
studies made at the gite by many national and international commissions.

Mr. MEZA (Bl Salvador) (interpretation from Spanish): I should like to
apologize for speaking at the very last minute of the gensral debate and after the
axcellent stztement you have just made, Mr. President, as our friend the
reprecentative of France has said. However, we should like to refer to the
unfortunate words quken by the head of the delegation of Nicaragua with regard to
the statement made this morning by the representative of El Salvador, in which the
representative of Nicaragua referred to our stateme#ts ag groundless. Since hisg
statement does not correctly reflect the words of Mr. Acevedo Peralta of
El Salvador, I feel obliged to read out that portion of the statement which the
Minist:r of E1 Salvador made thisg moraing and to give some explanation of his
meaning. He said:

"The agenda that we shall discuss will include items on amnesty,

dialogue, democracy ard frecdom, refugees, human righte and a Csntral American

Pariiansat. In this revisw 2ll countries will bs shown to have eassots and
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liabilities in terms of compiiance, but, regrettably, it must bs gaid that one
of them, Nicaragua, despite its efforts, whether serious or not, will have a
greater debit balance. The Sandinist Government, reverting to situations that
existed prior to the Guatemala agreement, continues, unfortunately, to violate
the most elementary freedoms and civil righte. It perasecutes and imprisonsg
politicians and activists, represses public manifestations and closes chamnels
of expression. The Sandinist Government hag not even ﬁade the raquired clear
and definite public statement of a total break with the armed subversion in

El Salvador, which is a clear commitment under the Esquipulas II agreement.

(A/43/PV.30, p, 11)
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Furthermore, the insulting language used by the head of the Nicaraguan
delegation does not really deserve attention, because that language reflects more
on those who use it than it does on its target. an attempt has been made, through
the use of diatribe, to conceal the truth.

A statement made by the Minister thin morning, which seems to have bothered
the Nicaraguan delegation, dealt with the subject of amnesty, which is one of ths
11 basic commitments entered into in the Esquipulas II Agreemeant, but which
Nicaragua has not observed. The amnesty law was enacted but was subject to certain
conditions, flouting the goodwill of the remaining Central American Presidents.

Nor can we even lpsai of democracy or freedom in Nicaragua, simply because
even in the best of times, such as those that exist now, when an attempt is made in
Nicaragua to exercige freedom and pursue democracy, its leaders are brutally
repressed and thrown into prison becausge of their disagresment with the Sandinigta
front. They are in‘ptison while this forty-third session of the General Assembly
proceede. And yet the head of the delegation comes here and insists that nothing
important along those lines is huppening in his country.

We are saying that Nicaragua has gone back to the period before the Agreement
and we say this because, if we look at the history of the Sandinista Goverzment, we
can see that never have the people of that country besn treater with such
brutality. Thege events are taking place now, when the peace process has bogged
down in Central America, because it is the Sandinistas who are trying to avoid a
Central American solution to our own problems, to bring it before extraregional
authorities, the Scndinistas who have reversed the process, who are trying to block
pProgress and to manipulate the problems it is up to Central Americans to rcsolve by

the introduction of extranecus factors.
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Finally, on 10 January 1988, my Government transmitted to the
Secretary-General, Mr. Javier Perez de Cuellar, a letter - and I believe that the
President of the Assembly received a copy of that letter - in which my Government
dealt very clearly with all acts of interference in our internal affairs by the
Government of Nicaragua, that is, to the support being given to the FMLN-FDR
terrorists by Nicaragua. That letter sets out the locations of ths broadcasting
stations of Radio Venceremos which broadcasts to El1 Salvador from Nicaragua, the
Places in Nicaragua where FMLN terrorists are trained, where arms are stockpileq,
where printing presses are located - in short, everything that Nicaragua is doing
te supﬁort the subversion of El Salvador. They promised on 7 August to throw them
out of Managua, and now they are supplying them on a much larger scale.

Mr. SERRANO CALDERA (Nicaragua) (interpretation from Spanish):
Mr. President, your excellent gtatement made a moment ago gave us a synthssis which
provides us with a framework for thought withi.. the Assembly and outside it. Let
me begin my reply, if I may call it that, by thanking you for your words and for
what they mean to us here and what I believe they are going to mean outside the
Assembly.

Unfortunately, we find ourselves concluding this meeting with a debats on
Central America, which we did not want but whick we shall not avoid.

We have heard the inevitable chorus of diatribes starting with the firgt
statement made by the President of the United States, and‘continuing with three of
the statements made by Central American Foreign Ministers, and inevitably the
chorus was completed by the remarks mads by the fopresentative of the United Statas

a few moments ago.
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Nr. President, you have drawn our attention to factors which yroﬁpt serious
thought on our part and which steer us away from paradoxes and contradictions.

I therefore find this all very regrettable. Here we see that some preach
peace and practise war; others throw stones and then hide their hands; the rést
wring their hands but go on saying the same things. They uphold Esquipulas in
wvords but make statements and proposals which do violence to its substance.

It is paradoxical and contradictory also thkat those who are trying to
destabilise us with methods and actions acknowledged oven by United States
Congressmon, accuse us of failure to apply the law, Yesterday they called for
elections, believing that we would not hold them, and then when we organized the
elections tried to boycott them. When our ievolution triumphed over the
dictatorship which they created and fed and sustained to the last minute, they
accused us of geising power. When we deciéed t§ té&e our most fundameantal
institutionsl step and to draw up a political constitution, they tried to prevent
it. They make war on us and criticize us for defending oufselves.

Others lecture us on human rights and on our internal affairs. But I would
remind them of the neea to take a closer look at what is going on in their own -
countries, ospeciallyvuhen less than.a month age we saw on television the killin§

of peasants by the Salvadorian army.
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It is not my intention to rehearse the violations of human rights that have
occurred in other countries. It is not by cataloguing such acts of violence that I
shall lend strength to my arguments but rathar by focusing attention on the
contradictions and by drawing on what has been debated here at such length about
the changes in the world. I should like to conclude, rather, with some thoughts
that have never occurred to the United States - thoughts that will puncture the
ingufferable arrogance and insolence with which it smothers the identity and
dignity of nations. Our peoples have their own xgisgn_ﬂ;i;xg; we are not a mere
extension of the policies of foreign Powers.

The United States must understand that the Nicaraguan revolution is

- irreversible and that will continue to gain in depth as time passes. The United

States must realize that it was the cause of the conflict: it created Somozsa and
kept him in power for half a century, yet never uttered a word about the violations
of human rights under him. The United States has been waging war on us ever gince
the triumph of the revolution seven Years agc, which cost our people 50,000 dead to
win their freedom. What right does the United States have to pose as an arbiter of
the ideantity, destimy and sovereignty of peoples? None.

This is a time for us to express that thought and to recall that. although all
of us want peace, it must be a peace based on human dignity and on the law.

The United States is not complying with the terms of the Hague Convention
relating to gelf-determination; it is violating States' sovereignty and territorial
integrity: it is waging war against cbnstituted and legitimately elected
Governments. There is no peace without dignity, no democracy without
self-determination and no freedom without justice.

Now that our debate is winding down the time has come for us to give some

thought to these matters. All of us want peace, but there are those who seek to
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pPreserve ocutmoded hegemony. The tide of history, regardless of one's power, does
net allow such breaches of justice to continue indefinitely.

We seek respect for the freedom and dignity of small peoples - freedom and
dignity won not only rhetorically in forums such as this, but on the battlefield,
against the greatest Power in the world, which has been waging war against us for
seven ysarg. We ;eok peace, but peace with dignity. We are willing to fight for
freedom, but we want freedom with justice. We will fight for democracf. but
democracy with self-determination. Let us hope that, whatever the next United
States Govermment is, it will understand the needs of peoples and the inexcrable
logic of history.

Ihe PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanigh): We have concluded our
consideration of agenda item 9.

AGENDA ITEM 8 (goptinued)

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK: SECOND REPCRT OF THE GENERAL
COMMITTEE (A/743/250/Ad4.1)

Ihe PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spanish): In paragraph 1 (a) of the
report the General Comnittee.tecommendl the inclusion in the agende of the current
session of an additional item entitled “Emergsncy assistance to the Sudan”. -

May I take it that the General Assembly decides to include in its agehda the
additional item entitled “Emergency assistance to the Sudan"?
It was go decided.

Ihe PRZSIDENT (interprotat{dn from Spanish): 1In paragraph 1 (b) of the
report the General Committee recommends that the item be considered directly in
Plenary meeting. |

Hay I take it that the General Acgembly adopts that recommendatioa of the

General Committee?

it was go decided.
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item ohoh;d_bg considered yith priority because of its important and urgent
char&ctot?
Lt was_so decided. .

Ih&.EBESIDEHI (interpretation from Spanish): Na;gﬁl should like to draw
the attenticn of representatives to paragraph 2 (&) of the r@port. The General
Committee roconnoida the inclusion in the agenda of the current session of an
additional item entitled “Short-term, medium-term and long-term golutions to the
problems of natural disasters in Bangladesh”. .~

May I take it that the Geieral Agsembly decides to include that additional
item in its agenda?
It wag %0 decided. A L

Ibe PRESIDENT (interpretation from Spenish): 1In paragraph 2 {(b) of the
report the General Committee recommends that the item be considered directly in
plenary meetinéli |

May I take it that the General Assembly adopts that recommendation of the
General Committeea?
1t was so decided.

Ihe PRESIDFNT (interpretation from Spanish): May I als& take it that the
item should be considered with priority because of its important and urgent
character?

It was go decided.
PROGRAMME OF WORK

Ihﬂ_EBESIDENI (intérpretation from Spanish): Before adjourning the

meeting I should like to give members en outline of tho tentative programme of

Plenary meetings for the remainder of the session as'well as to make an
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announcement regarding soms changes in the tentative programme that I had anncunced
on Yhursday, 6 October.

On Nonday, 17 October, in the afternoon, the Asgembly will take up item 10,
“Report of the Secretary-Gensral on the work of the Organization"; item 13, "Report
of the International Court of Justice”; item 20, “Co-operation between the United
Nations and the Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee"; item 24, ”Co-opgra;ion
betwagn the United Nations and the Org;nisation of the Islamic Conference";
icem 25, "Co-operation between the United Nations and the League of Arab States"
itea 26, “Co-operation bstween the United Nations and the Organiszation of African
Unity"; item 27, “Co-operation bstween the United Nations arnd the Organization of
American States"; item 28, “Co-operation between the United Nations and the Latin
American Economic System” and item 142, "Observer status for the Agency Soé Ehe.
Prohikition of Nuéiear Wespons in Latin America in the General Assembly".

Oa Tuesday, 18 October, in the morning, the Assembly will take up item 149,
“Emergency assistance to Jamaica", item 150, "Emergency assistance to the Sudan",
and then will continue with item 151, “Short-term, medium-term'dnd long-term

solutions to the problems of natural disasters in Bangladesh" and item 146,

“Promotion of peace, reconciliation and dialogue in the Koream peninsula”,
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On Tussday, 1 November, in the morning, the Assembly will considei item 35,
“Law of.the Sea”. .

- In the afternoon of that same day, the Assembly will take up item 31, entitled
‘"ZOne of peace and éo-oparation of the South Atlantic".

On the following day, Wednesday, 2 November, in the morning, the Assembly will
begin its considerétion of item 23, "The situation in Kampuchea".

On Thursday, 3 November, in the afternoon, the Assembly will consider item 30,
"Thg situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and
security”.

Beginning on Monday, 7 November, in the moraing, the Assembly will consider
item 39, "Critical economic»situation in Africa: United Nations Programme of
Action.for African Economic Recovery and Development 1986-1990".

Cn wQﬁpesday. 9 Novembar, in the morning. the Assembly will begin its
éonsiderat;on of item 22, "The situation in Central Amorica: thrgats to
internationAI peace 20d seéuriéy and peace initiativaes”, o

On Friday, 11 November, in the morning, the Assembly will take up item 21,
"Right of peoples to peace".

Beginniag on Monday, 14 November, in the morning, the Assembly will consider
item 29,'“Question of Namibia“, ‘

Oii Thursday, 17 Novembsr, in the morning, the Assembly will take up item 34,.
“Question of the Falkland Islards (Malvinas)”..

Beginning on Mondey, 21 November, in the morning, the hssembly wili consider
item 18, "Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonisl Countries and Peoples”.

~On Fgiday, 25 November, in the morning, the Assembly will take up item 7,
“Hotification by the SGctetary-Ge$era1 under Ax;icle 12, paregraph 2, of the

Charth of the United Na&ioneﬁ and item il, “"Report of the Security Council®.
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The Assembly will bagin its deliberations under item 36, "Policies of
spartheid of the Government of South Africa", on Monday, 28 November, in.the
moraning.

Beginning on Thursday, 1 December, in the morning, the Assembly will consider
item 37, "Question of Palestine".

On Monday, 5 December, in the morning, the Assembly will begin its
deliberations on item 40, "The situation in the Middle East".

On Tuesday, 6 December, in the afternoon, the Assembly will resume its
consideration of item 37, “Question of Palestine",

On Thursday, 8 December in the morning, the Assembly. under item 38, will hold
a commemorative meeting for the fortieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights. o

I'should like to remind members that every attempt is being made to curtail
the duration of the session so that the Assembly might conclude its work by Friday,
9 December.

Furthermore, I should like to inform represeatatives that the Pledging
Conference for Development Activities will be held on Tuesday, 1 November; the
announcement of volustary coatributions to the 1988 programmes of the éffice of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees will take place in the merning of
Monday, 21 November; and the announcemeﬁt of voluntgry contributions to the 1988
programmes of the United Nationg Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in

the Near East will take Place in the afterncon of that same day.
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It is, of course, understood that reports of the Main Committees will be

congidered as they become available.

The tentative.schedule I have just announced will appear in the verbatim

record of the meeting, as well as in the Journal summary. In the meantime, if

there are any changes, I shall keep the Assembly informed.

Ihe meeting rogse at 7,20 p.m.





