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NOTE

Symbols ofUnited Nations documents are composed ofcapital letters combined withfigures. Mention of such a symbol indicates a reference to a United Nations document.
The resolutions and decisions of the General \ssembly are identified as follows:

Regular sessions

Until the thirtieth regular session, the resolutions of the General Assembly wereidentified by an arabic numeral followed by a roman numeral in parentheses indicating the session (for example: resolution 3363 (XXX». When several resolutionswere adopted under the same number, each of them was identified by a capital letterplaced between the two numerals (for example: resolution 3367 A (XXX), resolutions3411 A and B (XXX), resolutions 3419 A to D (XXX». The decisions were not numbered.
Since the thirty-first session, as part of the new system adopted for symbol:il ofGeneral Assembly documents, resolutions and decisions have been identified by anarabic numeral, indicating the session, followed by an oblique stroke and another arabic numeral (for example: resolution 31/1, decision 311301). When several resolutions or decisions were adopted under the same number, each ofthem has been identified by a capital letter placed after the two numerals (for example: resolution 31116 A, resolutions 3116 A and B, decisions 311406 A to E).

Special sessions

Until the seventh special session, the resolutions of the General Assembly wereidentified by an arabic numeral followed, in parentheses, by the letter "s" and aroman numeral indicating the session (for example: resolution 3362 (S-VII). Thedecisions were not numbered.
Since the eighth special session, resolutions and decisions have been identified bythe letter "s" and an arabic numeral indicating the session, followed by an obliquestook(/) and another arabic numeral (for example: resolution S-8/I, decision S-8/1 I).

Emergency spedal sessions

Until the fifth emergency special session, the resolutions ofthe General Assemblywere identified by an arabic numeral followed, in parentheses, by the letters "ES" anda roman numeral indicating the session (for example: resolution 2252 (ES-V». Thedecisions were not numbered.
Since the sixth emergency special session, resolutions and decisions have beenidentified by the letters "ES" and an arabic numeral indicating the session, followedby an oblique stroke and another arabic numeral (for example: resolution ES-6/1,decision ES-6/11).
In each of the series described above, the numbering follows the order ofadoption.

III

III III
I

The present vol'illme contains the resolutions and decisions adopted by the GeneralAssembly from 17 September to 18 December 1985, from 28 April to 9 May and on20 June 1986. Any further resolutions or decisions which the Assembly may adopt at itsfortieth session will appear in an addendum to the present volume.
The present volume also contains a list indicating the allocation of agenda itpms(sect. I), a list of principal and subsidiary organs with a reference to their composition(lUUlex I), a list of conventions, declarations and other instruments (annex 11), an index(lUUlex Ill) and a check list of resolutions and decisions (annex IV).
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General Assembly-Fortieth Session

I. ALLOCATION OF AGENDA ITEMS·

Plenary meetiugs

1. Opening of the session by the Chairman of the delegation of Zambia (item I).
2. Minute of silent prayer or meditation (item 2).
3. Credentials ofrepresentatives to the fortieth session ofthe General Assembly (item

3):
(a) Appointment of the members of the Credentials Committee;
(b) Report of the Credentials Committee;.

4. Election of the President of the General Assembly (item 4).
5. Election of the officers of the Main Committees (item 5).
6. Electioc of the Vice-Presidents of the General Assembly (item 6).
7. Notification by the Secretary-General under Article 12, paragraph 2, ofthe Charter

of the United Nations (item 7).
8. Adoption ofthe agenda and organization ofwork: reports of the General Commit

tee (item 8).
9. General debate (item 9).

10. Report of the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization (item 10).
11. Report of the Security Council (item 11).
12. Report of the Economic and Social Council (chapters I, 11, III (sections F and H),

VI (section E), VIII and IX (sections A and B» (item 12).2
13. Report of the International Court of Justice (item 13),
14. Report of the International Atomic Energy Agency (item 14).3
IS. Elections to fill vacancies in principal organs (item 15):

(a) Election of five non-permanent members of the Security Council;
(b) Election of eighteen members of the Economic and Social Council;
(c) Election to fill a casual vacancy on the International Court of Justice.

16. Elections to fill vacancies in subsidiary organs and other elections (item 16):
(a) Election of nineteen members of the Governing Council of the United

Nations Environment Programme;
(b) Election of twelve members of the World Food Council;
(c) Election of seven members ofthe Committee for Programme and Co-ordina

tion;
(d) Election of the members of the Board of Governors of the United Nations

Special Fund for Land-locked Developing Countries;
(e) Election ofnineteen members ofthe UniteaNations Commission on Interna

tional Trade Law;
(I) Election of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.

17. Appointments to fill vacancies in subsidiary organs and other appointments (item
17):4

I At its 3rd, 5th, 53rd, 78th, 123rd and 124th plenary meetings, on 20 and 23 September, 29 October and 15
November 1985 and 28 April 1986, the General Assembly adopted the agenda and the allocation of agenda items
for its fortieth session (see sect. X.B.I, decision 40/402). Unless otherwise indicated, all the items fomled part ofthe
agenda and of the allocation ofagenda items recommended by the General Committee in its first report (A/40/25G,
paras. 24-32) and adopted by the Assembly at its 3rd plenary meeting. The General Committee made no recom·
mendation regarding the allocation ofagenda item 44 (Question ofCyprus). For the numerical list ofagenda items,
see annex Ill.

2 For chapter I, see also "Second Committee", item I, "Third Committee", item I, "Fourth Committee", item
4, "Fifth Committee", iteDl 14, and "Sixth Committee", item 18; for chapter 11, chapter III (section F) and chapter
IX (sections A and B), see also "Second Committee" and "Third Committee"; for chapter VI (section E), see also
"Second Committee" and "Fourth Committee"; and for chapter VIII, see also "Second Committee", "Third Com
mittee" and "Fifth Committee".

3 At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 20 September 1985, the General Assembly, on the recommendation ef the
General Committee as set forth in its first report (A/40I2S0, para. 31 (b) (i», decided that the relevant paragraphs of
the report of the International Atomic Energy Agency for 1984 (see A/40/576 ani! Corr.l) would be drawn to the
attention of the First Committee in connection with its consideration of agenda item 68.

4 For sub-items (a) to (E), see "Fifth Committee", item 15.
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2 General Assembly - Fortieth Session

(h) Appointment of the members of the Consultative Committee on the United
Nations Development Fund for Women;

(i) Confirmation of the appointment of the Executive Director of the United
Nations Special Fund for Land-locked Developing Countries;

(j) Appointment of the United Natiolls Commissioner for Namibia;
(k) Confirmation of the appointment of the Secretary-General of the United

Nations Conference on Trade and Development;
(I) Appointment of a member of the Special Committee on the Situation with

regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples;

(m) Confirmation ofthe appointment of the Administrator of the United Nations
Development Programme.S

18. Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to ec.lonial
Countries and Peoples (item 18):6
(a) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Imple

mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples;

(b) Report of the Secretary-General.
19. Admission ofnew Members to the United Nations (item 19).
20. Return or restitution of cultural property to the countries of origin: report of the

Secretary-General (item 20).
21. The situation in Central America: threats to international peace and security and

peace initiatives (item 21).
22. The situation in Kampucht;a: report of the Secretary-General (item 22).
23. QUe1tion of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas): report of the Secretary-General

(iteM 23).7
24. Co-operation between the United Nations and the Organization of the Islamic

Conference: report of the Secretary-General (item 24).
25. Co-operation between the United Nations and the Organization of African Unity:

report of the Secretary-General (item 25).
26. Co-operation between the United Nations and the League ofArab States: report of

the Secretary-General (item 26).
27. International Year of Peace: report of the Secretary-General (item 27).

. 28. The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and secu
rity: report of the Secretary-General (item 28).

29. Armed Israeli aggfCssion against the Iraqi nuclear installations and its grave conse
quences for the established international system concerning the peaceful uses of
nuclear energy, the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and international peace
and security: report of the Secretary-General (item 29).

30. Critical economic situatiQn in Africa: report of the Secretary-Genera.! (item :'0).
31. Co-operation between the United Nations and the Asian-African Legal Consulta

tive Committee: report of the Secretary-General (item 31).
32. Question of the Comorian island of Mayotte: report of the Secretary-General

(item 32).
33. Question of Palestine (item 33):

(a) Report of the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People;

(b) Report of the Secretary-General.
34. Question of Namibia (item 34):8

5 At its 123rd plenary meeting, on 28 April 1986, the General Assembly. on the proposal of the Secretary
General (A/40/246, para. 5), decided to include this item in its agenda as sub-item 17 (m) and to consider it directly
in plenary meeting.

6At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 20 September 1985, the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the
General Committee as set forth in its first report (A/401250, para. 31 (a) (i», decided to refer to the Fourth Commit
tee all the chapters of the report of the Special Committee (A/40123) relating to specific Territories so thlt the
Aaembly might deal in plenary meeting with the question of the implementation of the Declaration 8S 8 whole.

7At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 20 September 1985; the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the
GeneraJ Committee as set forth in its first report (Al40/250, para. 31 (a) (ii», decided to consider the item directly in
plenary meeting on the understanding that the hearings of the organizations and individuals having an interest in
the question would be held in the Fourth Committee in conjunction with the consideration of the item in plenary
meetiJII.

• At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 20 September 1985, the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the
General Committee as set forth in its first report (Al401250, para. 31 (a) (Hi», decided to consider this item di:ectly
in plenary meeting on the understanding that the hearings of the organizations concerned would be held in the
Fourth Committee.
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(a) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Imple
mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples;

(b) Report of the United Nations Council for Namibia;
(c) Reports of the Secretary-General.

35. Policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa (item 35):9
(a) Report of the Special Committee against Apartheid;
(b) Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Drafting ofan International Conven

tion against Apartheid in Sports;
(c) Report of the Secretary-General.

36. Law of the sea: report of the Secretary-Generail (item 36).
37. United Nations Conference for the Promotion clfInternational Co-operation in the

Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy: report of Vile Preparatory Committee for the
United Nations Conference for the Promotion ,,£International Co-operation in the
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy (item 37).

38. The situation in the Middle East: reports of the Secretary-General (item 38).
39. Commemoration of the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations: report of the

Preparatory Committee for the Fortieth Anniversary of the United Nations
(item 39).

40. Question of peace, stability and co-operation in South-East Asia (item 40:
41. Launching of global negotiations on international economic co-opera L(~ for

development (item 41).
42. Qu~stion of equitable representation on and increase in the membership of the

Security Council (item 42).
43. Observance of the quincentenary of the discovery of America (item 43).
44. Implementation ofthe resolutions of the United Nations (item ~L~i)

45. Consequences of the prolongation of the armed conflict between Iran and Iraq
(item 46).

46. Celebration of the one-hundred-and-fiftieth anniversary of the emancipation of
slaves in the British Empire (item 47).

47. Solemn appeal to States in conflict to cease armed action forthwith and to settle
disputes be'~n them through negotiations, and to States Members of the United
Nations to undertake to solve situations of tension and conflict and existing dis
putes by political means and to refrain from the threat or use offorce and from any
intervention in the internal affairs of other States (item 146).

48. Ir;,~rnational Youth Year: Participation, Development, Peace (item 89).10
49. International relief to Mexico (item 147)} I

50. International reliefto Colombia (item 149).12
51. Current financial crisis of the United Nations (item 150).13

First Committee

(DISARMAMENT AND RELATED INTERNATIONAL SECURITY QUESTIONS)

1. Economic and social consequences of the armaments race and its extremely harm
ful effects on world peace and security (item 48).

9 At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 20 September 1985, the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the
General Committee as set forth in its first report {AJ401250, para. 31 (a) (iv», decided to consider the item directly
in plenary meetin8, on the understanding that the representatives of the Organization of African Unity and of
national liberation movements recognized by that organization would be permitted to participate in the discussion
in plenary meeting and that organizations and individuals having a special interest in the question would be permit
ted to be heard by the Special Political Committee.

10 At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 20 September 1985, the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the
General Committee as set forth ID its first report (AJ401250, para. 31 (d), decided that, notwithstanding the 1II1oca
tion of the item to the Third Committee, an appropriate number of plenary ffil:etings, starting on 13 November
1985, would be devoted to policies and programmes relating to youth and that these meetings would be designated
United Nations World Conference for the International Youth Year.

11 At its 5th plenary meeting, on 23 September 1985, the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the
General Committee as set forth in its second report (Al401250/Add.I, para. 2), decided to include this item in its
agenda and to consider it directly in plenary meeting.

12 At its 78th plenary meeting, on 15 November 1985, the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the
General Committee as set forth in its fourth report (AJ401250/Add.3, para. 2), decided to include this item in its
agenda and to consider it directly in plenary meeting. .

13 At ill; I24th plenary meeting, on 28 April 1986. the General Assembly, on the recommendation ofthe Gen
eral Committee as set forth in its fifth report (Al401250/Add.4, para. 2), decidt:d to include this item in its aaenda
and to consider it directly in plenary meeting.
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Geaeral Assembly-Fortieth SeIeioIl

2. Implementation of General Assembly resolution 39/51 concerning the sir,dature
~nd ratification of Additional Protocol I of the Treaty for the Prohib;tion of
Nuclear Weapons in Latin America (Treaty of Tlatelolco) (item 49).

3. Cessation of all tcst explosions of nuclear weapons: report of the Conference on
Disarmament (item 50).

4. Urgent need for a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty: report of the Conference
on Disarmament (item 51).

5. Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in t!2e region of the Middle East:
1\~I)Qrt of the Secretary-General (item 52).

6. &tablishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia: report of the Secre
tarr-Gcneral (item 53).

7. Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional
Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indis
criminate Effects: report of the Secretary-General (item 54).

8. Conclusion of an international convention on the strengthening of the security of
non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons:
report of the Conference on Disarmament (item 55).

9. Conclusion of effective international arrangements to assure non-nuclear-weapon
States against the use or threat of use ofnuclear weapons: report ofthe Conference
on Disarmament (item 56).

10. Prevention ofan arms race in outer space: repolt of the Conference on Disarma
ment (item 57).

11. Implementation ofGeneral Assembly resolution 39/60 on the immediate cessation
and prohibition of nuclear-weapon tests: report of the Conference on Disarma
ment (item 58).

12. Implementation of the Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa (item 59):
(a) Report of the Disarmament Commission;
(b) Report of the Secretary-General.

13. Prohibition of the development and manufacture of new types ofweapons ofmass
dcstruction and new systems of such weepons: report of th'e Conference on Dis
armament (item 60).

14. Review and implementation of the Concluding Document of the Twelfth Special
Session of the General Assembly (item 61):
(a) World Disarmament Campaign: report of the Secretary-Genr.ral; .
(b) United Nations programme of fellowships on disarmament: report of the

Secretary-General;
(c) Implementation of General AsStJmbly resolution 39/63 C on a nuclear-arms

freeze;
(d) Consideration of guid~tines for confidence-building measures;
(e) Freeze on nuclear weapons;
(f) Convention on the Prohibition oftne Use ofNuclear Weapons: report of the

Conference on Disarmament;
(g) Third special session of the General Assembly devoted to disarmament;
(h) Disarmament and international security: report of the Secretary-General.

IS. Reduction of military budgets (item 62):
(a) Report of the Disarmament Commission;
(b) Reports of the Secretary-General.

16. Chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons: report of the Conference on
Disarmament (item 63).

17. Israeli nuclear armament: report of the United Nations Institute for DiSh..~ament
Research (item 64).

18. Review of the implementation of the recommendations and decisions adopted by
the General Assembly at its tenth special session (item 65):
(a) Report of the Disarmament Commission;
(b) Report of the Conference on Disarmament;
M Status of multilateral disarmament agreements: report of the Secretary-

General; I

(dj Advisory Board on Disarmament Studict>: report of the Secretary-General;
(e) Cessation of the nuclear-arms race and nuclear disarmament: report of the

Conference on Disarmament;
if) Non-use of nuclear weapons and prevention of nuclear war: report of the

Conference on Disarmament;
(g) Prohibition of the nuclear neutron weapon: report of the Conference on Dis

armament;
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(h) Prevention of nuclear war:

ti) Report of the Conference on Disarmament;

(ii) Reports of the Secretary-General;

(i) Bilateral nudear-arms negotiations;

(j) United Nations Institute for Disarmament Researcb: report of the Director
of the Institute;

(k) Comprehensive programme of disarmament: report of the Conference on
Disarmament;

(I) Disarmament Week: report of the Secretary-General;

(m) Implementation of the recommendations and decisions of the tenth special
session:
(i) Report of the Disarmament Commission;

(ii) Report of the Conference on Disarmament;

(n) Review and appraisal of the implementation of the Declaration of the 19801
as the Second Disarmament Decade: report of the Disarmament Commis
sion.

19. Implementation of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone ofPeace: report
of tile Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean (item 66).

20. World Disarmament Conference: report of the Ad Hoc Committee on me World
Disarmament Conference (item 67).

21. General and complete disarmament (item 68):3
(a) Further measures in the field of disarmament for the prevention of an arms

race on the sea-bed, the ocean floor and iE the subsoil thereof: report of the
Conference on Disarmament;

(b) Study on the naval arms race: report of the Secretary-General;

(c) Study on concepts of security: report of the Secretary-General;

(d) Study ofthe question ofnuclear-weapon-free zones in all its aspects: report of
the Secretary-General; .

(e) Study on conventional disannament: report of the Secretary-General;

(f) Military research and development: report of the Secretary-General;

(g) Review of the role of the United Nations in the field ofdisarmament: report
of the Disarmament Commission;

(h) Prohibition of the production of fissionable material for weapons purposes:
report of the ConfereL'ce on Disarmament;

(i) Curbing the naval arms race: limitation and reduction of naval armaments
and extension ofconfidence-building measures to seas and oceans: report of
the Disarmament Commission;

(j) Prohibition of the development, production, stockpiling and use of radiolOJ
ical wtapons: report of the Conference on Disarmament.

22. Relationship between disarmament and development (item 69):
(a) Reallocation and conversion of resources, through disarmament measures,

from military to civilian purposes;

(b) Relationship between disarmament and development: report of the Secre
tary-General;

(c) International Conference on the Relationship between Disarmlllment and
Development: report of the Preparatory Committee for the Internaticmal
Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament and DevelopmenL

23. Question of Antarctica (item 70).
24. Strengthening of security and co-operation in the Mediterranea.n region (item 71).

25. Review of the implementation of the Declaration on the Strengthenll'lg of Interna
tional Security (item 72):'

(a) Report of the Set:urity Council;

(b) Reports of tb~ Secretary-General.
26. Implementation of the collective security provisions of the Charter of the United

Nations for the maintenance of international peace and security: report of the
Ad Hoc Committee on the Implementation ofthe Collective Security Provisions of
the Charter of the United Nations (item 73).

21' . international co-operation in the peaceful exploitation ofouter space under condi
tiens of its non-militarization (item 145).

5



Spedal PoUtical Committee

I. Effects ofatomic radiation: repon of the United Nations Scientific Committee on
the Effects of Atomic Radiation (item 74).

2. Report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the
Human Rights ofthe Population of the Occupied Territories: reports ofthe Secre
tary-General (item 75).

3. International co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space (item 76):
(a) Report of the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space;
(b) Implementation of the recommendations of the Second United Nations Con

ference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space: report of the
Secretary-Gent:ral.

4. Comprehensive review of the whole question of peace-keeping operations in all
their aspects: report of the Special Committee on Peace-keeping Operatio".!
(item 77).

5. Questions relating to information (item 78):
(a) Report of the Committee on Information;
(b) Report of the Secretary-General;
(c) Report of the Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific

and Cultural Organization.
6. United Nations Relief and Works Agency for .Palestine Refugees in the Near East

(item 79):
(a) Report of the Commissioner-General;
(b) Report of the Working Group on the Financing of the United Nations Relief

and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East;
(c) Report of the United Nations Conciliation Commission for Palestine;
(d) Reports of the Secretary-General.

7. International co-operation to avert new flows of refugees: report of the Secretary
General (item 80).

8. Israel's decision to build a canal linking the Mediterranean Sea to the Dead Sea:
report of the Secretary-General (item 81).

9. Question ofthe Malagasy islands ofGlorieuses, Juan de Nova, Europa and Bassas
da India (item 82).

10. Question of the composition of the relevant organs of the United Nations
(item 83).

11. Policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa (item 35):9
(a) Report of the Special Committee against Apartheid:
(b) Report ofthe AdHoc Committee on the Drafting ofan International Conven

tion against Apartheid in Sports;
(c) Report of the Secretary-General.

Second Committee

(ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL QUESTIONS)

I. Report of the Economic and Social Council (item 12):14
(a) Report of the Council (chapters I, 11, III (sections E to G, J and K), IV, VI,

VIII and IX (sections A, D, D and G to K»; IS

(b) Reports of the Secretary-General.
2. Development and international economic co-operation (item 84):16

(a) International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Develop
ment Decade: report of the Committee on the Review and Appraisal of the

14 For sub-item (c), see "Third Committee", item I.
IS For cb&pter i, see also "Plenary meetinp", item 12, "Third Committee", item I, "Fourth Committee",

item 4, "Fifth Committee", item 14, and "Sixth Commiuee", item 18; for chapter n, chapter III (section F) and
c:bapCer IX (sections A and B), see also "Plenary meetings'! and "Third Committee"; for chapter IV (section A) and
duI)J1Cr VI (section A), 116; also "Third Committee"; for chapter IV (sections D raod J) and chapter IX (section J), see
also "Fifth Committee"; for chapter IV (section G) and chapter VI (sections C, D and F), see aiso "Third Commit
ICe" and "Fifth Committee"; for chapter VI (section E), see also "Plenary meetings" and "Fourth Committee"; and
for ciIapter VIII, see also "Plenary meetings", "Third Committee" and "Fifth Committee".

16 Under Ibis item, the General Auembly also had oefore it the following documents:
(i) Report of the Secre1aJ'y-General prepared in punuanc:e ofOeneraI Assembly resolution 39/218 (A/40/

708); ,
(ii) Report of the IndlllUial Development Board (Official Records ofthe General Assembly. Fortieth Session.

SupplemmJ No. 16 (A/40/16));
(iii) Report of the World Food Council (ibid., Supplement No. 19 (A/40/19)).
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Implementation of the International Development Strategy for the Third
United Nations Development Decade;

(b) Review ofthe implementation of the Charter ofEconomic Rights and Dutiei
ofStates: report ofthe AdHoc Committee ofthe Whole to Review the Imple
mentation of the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States;

(c) Trade and development:

(i) Report of the Trade and Development Board;

(ii) Reports of the Secretary-General;

(ill) Reports of the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development;

(d) Science and technology for development: report of the Intergovernmental
Committee on Science and Technology for Development;

(e) Economic and technical co-operation among developing countries:

(i) Report of the High-level Committee on the Review of Technical C0
operation among Developing Countries;

(ii) Reports of the Secretary-General;

if) Environment:

(i) Report of the Governing Council of the United Nations Environment
. Programme;

(ii) Reports of the Secretary-General;

(g) Human settlements:

(i) Report of the Commission on Human Settlements;

(ii) Reports of the Secretary-General;

(h) International Year of Shelter for the Homeless: report of the Secretary
General;

(I) Effective mobilization and integration of women in development: report of
the Secretary-General;17

(j) Implementation of the Substantial New Programme of Action for the 19805
for the Least Developed Countries: report of the Secretary-General;

(k) New international human order: moral aspects ofdevelopment: report ofthe
Secretary-General;

(I) Long-term trends in economic development: report of the Secretary-General;

(m) Immediate measures in favour of the developing countries: report'ofthe Sec
retary-General;

(n) New and renewable sources of energy: report of the Secretary-General;

(0) Development of the energy resources of developing countries: report of the
Secretary-General.

3. Operational activities for development (item 85):

(a) Operational activities of the United Nations system: report of the Secretary-
General;

(b) United Nations Development Programme;

(c) United Nations Capital Development Fund;

(d) United Nations Volunteers programme;

(e) United Nations technical co-operation activities: reports of the Secretary
General;

if) Liquidation of the United Nations Emergency Operation Trust Fund and
allocation of the remaining balance: report of the Secretary-General.'

4. Training and research: United Nations Institute for Training and Research: report
of the Secretary-General (item 86).

S. Special economic and disaster relief assistance: special programmes of economic
assistance: reports of the Secretary-General (item 87). .

17 At iu 3rd plenary meetins, on 20 September 1985, the General Assembly, on the re<Xlmmendation of the
Czneral Committee as set forth in its first report (Al401250, para. 31 (e». decided that documents conc:emi"l the
intep'8tion of women in development would be made available to. the Third Committee under agenda item 92.
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Third Committee

(SOCIAL, HUMANITARIAN AND CULTURAL QUESTIONS)

I. Report of the Economic and Social Council (item 12):
(a) Report of the Council (chapters I, 11, m (sections A to D, F and I), IV (sections A and G), V, VI (sections A, C, 0 and F), VII, VIII and IX (sections Ato C, E and F»; 18

(b) Reports of the Secretary-General;
(c) Reports of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.

2. Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Second Decade to CombatRacism and Racial Discrimination: reports of the Secretary-General (item 88).
3. International Youth Year: Participation, Development, Peace: report of the Secretary-General (item 89).10
4. World social situation (item 90):

(a) World social situation: reports of the Secretary-General;
(b) Popular participation in its various forms as an important factor in development and in the full realization of all human rights: report of the SecretaryGeneral.

5. National experience in achieving far-reaching social and economic changes for thepurpose of social progress: reports of the ~tary-General(item 91).
6. United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace (item92):17

(a) Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Second Half of theUnited Nations Decade for Women: report of the Secretary-General;
(b) World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the UnitedNations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace;
(c) United Nations Development Fund for Women: reports of the SecretaryGeneral;
(d) Prevention of prostitution.

1. Importance of the universal realization ofthe right ofpeoples to self-determinationand of the speedy granting of independence to colonial countries and peoples forthe effective guarantee and observance of human rights: report of the SecretaryGeneral (item 93).
8. Elimination of all fonns of racial discrimination (item 94):

(a) Report of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination;
(b) Status of the ·International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms ofRacial Discrimination: report of the Secretary-General;
(c) Status of the International Convention (In the Suppression and Punishment ofthe Crime of Apartheid: report of the Secretary-General.

9. Policies and programmes relating to youth: report of the Secretary-General (item95).
10. Question of aging: report of the Secretary-General (item 96). _
11. Implementation of the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Personsand United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons: report of the Secretary-General(item 91).
12. Crime prevention and criminal justice (item 98):

(a) Report of the Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crimeand the Treatment of Offenders;
(b) Implementation of the recommendations of the Sixth United NationsCongress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment ofOffenders: reportof the Secretary-General;
(c) Implementation of the conclusions of the Seventh United Nations Congresson the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders: report of theSecretary-General.

13. International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women:report of the Secretary-General (item 99).
14. Elimination of all forms of discrimination against women (item 100):

18 For chapter I, see also "Plenary meetings", item 12, "Second Committee", item I, "Founh Committee",item 4, "Fifth Committee", item 14, and "Sixth Commitlee", item 18; for chapter 11, chapter III (section f) andchapter IX (sections A and B), see also "Plenary meetings" and "Second Committee"; for chapter IV (section A)and chapter VI (section A), see also "Second Committee"; for chapter IV (section G) and ~hapterVI (sections C, Dand f), see also "Second Committee" and "FifthcCommittee"; for chapter V (section A) .and ~"apter VII, see also"Fifth Committee"; and for chapter VIII, see algll "Plenary meetings", "Second Committee" and:"Fifth Committee".



I. Allocation of qeDda Items

(a) Report of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women;

(b) Status of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women: report of the Secretary-General.

15. Elimination of all forms of religious intolerance: report of the Secretary-General
(item 101).

16. Human rights and scientific and technological developments (item 102).
17. Question of a convention on the rights of the child (item 103).
18. International Covenants on Human Rights (item 104):

(a) Report of the Human Rights Committee;
(b) Status of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural

Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the
Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights: report of the Secretary-General;

(c) Reporting obligations of States parties to United Nations conventions on
human rights: report of the Secretary-General.

19. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (item 105):
(a) Report of the High Commissioner;
(b) Assistance to refugees in Africa: report of the Secretary-General.

20. International campaign against traffic in drugs: reports of the Secretary-General
(item .106).

21. Alternative approaches and ways and means within the United Nations system for
improving the effective enjoyment of human rights and fundamental fteedoms:
reports of the Secretary-General (item 107).

22. New international humanitarian order: report ofthe Secretary-General (item 108).
23. Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment

(item 144).

Fourth Committee

(QUESTIONS RELATING TO NON-SELF-GOVERNING TERRITORIES)

1. Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories transmitted under Article 73 e
of the Charter of the United Nations (item 109):
(a) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Imple

mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples;

(b) Report of the Secretary-General.
2. Activities of foreign economic and other interests which are impeding the imple

mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples in Namibia and in all other Territories under colonial dom
ination and efforts to eliminate colonialism, apartheid and racial discrimination in
southern Africa: report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to
the Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colo
nial Countries and Peoples (item 110).

3. Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies and the international institutions
associated With the United Nations (item Ill):
(a) Report of the Speci,.d Committee 011 the Situation with regard to the Imple

mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples;

(b) Report of the Secretary-General.
4. Report of the Economic and Social Council (chapters I and VI (section E» (iter.)

12).19 •

5. United Nations Educational and Training Programme for Southern Africa: report
of the Secretary-General (item 112).

6. Offers by Member States of study and training facilities for inhabitants of Non
Self-Governing Territories: report of the Secretary-General (item 113).

7. Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples (item 18):6

19 For chapter I, see also "Plenary meetings", item 12, "Second Committee", item I, "Third Committee",
item I, "Fifth Committee", item 14, and "Sixth Committee", item 18; for chapter VI (section E), see also "Plenary
meetings" and "Second Committee".
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(a) Repon of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Imple
mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Cobnial
Countries and Peoples;

(b) Repon of the Secretary-General.
8. Question ofthe Falkland Islands (Malvinas): repon ofthe Secretary-General (item

23).7
9. Question of Namibia (item 34):8

(a) Repon of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Imple
mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples;

(b) Repon of the United Nations Council for Namibia;
(c) Reports of the Secretary-General.

Fifth Committee

(ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY QUESTIONS)

I. Financial repons and audited financial statements, and repons of the Board of
Auditors (item 114):
(a) United Nations Development Programme;
(b) United Nations Children's Fund;
(c) United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near

East;
(d) United Nations Institute for Training and Research;
(e) Voluntary funds administered by the United Nations High Commissioner for

Refuaees;
(f) United Nations Fund for Population Activities;
(g) United Nations Industrial Development Fund.

2. Prosramme budget for the biennium 1984-1985 (item 11 S).
3. Proposed programme budget for the biennium 1986-1987 (item 116).
4. Prosramme planning (item 117):

(a) Repon of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination;
(b) Reports of the Secretary-General.

S. F"mancial emergency of the United Nations (item 118):
(a) Repon of the Negotiating Committee on the Financial Emergency of the

United Nations;·
(b) Reports of the Secret&ry-General.

6. Administrative and budgetary co-ordination of the United Nations with the spe
cialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency (item 119):
(a) Repon of the AdvisOry Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Ques-

tions; .
(b) Impact of inflation and monetary instability on the regular budget of the

United Nations: repon of the Secretary-General;
(c) Feasibility ofestablishing a single administrative tribunal: repon of the Sec

retary-General.
7. Joint Inspection Unit (item 120):20

(a) Reports of the Joint Inspection Unit;
(b) Reports of the Secretary-General.

8. Pattern ofconferences: repon of the Committee on Conferences (item 121).
9. Scale ofusessments for the apportionment of the expenses of the United Nations:

repon of the Committee on Contributions (item 122).
10. Personnel questions (item 123):

(a) Composition of the Secretariat: repon of the Secretary-General;
(b) Respect for the privileges and immunities of officials of the United Nations

and the specialized agencies and related organizations: repon of the Secre-
tary-General; ,

(c) Other personnel questions: reports of the Secretary-General.
11. United Nations common system: repon of the International Civil Service Com

mission (item 124).

20 AI ill 3rd plenary meelina. on 20 Seplember 1985, the General M3embly. on Ihe recommendalion ef the
0encraI Commiltee U lel forth in ill finl repon (A/40/250. para. 31 (e», decidecllo allocale lhe item 10 the Fifth
Commiltee, on the undenlalldin.lhalthe repons of the Joint Inspection Unit dealina with subject·mallen UIiped
10 other Main Committees would be referred also to toose Committees.

it



I. Allocation of agenda items

12. United Nations pension s:'stem: report of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension
Board (item 125).

13. Financing of the United Nations peace-keeping forces in the Middle East
(item 126):
(a) United Nations Disengagement Observer Force: report of the Secretary

General;
(b) United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon: report of the Secretary-General;
(c) Review of the rates of reimbursement to the Governments of troop-contrib

uting States: report of the Secretary-General.
14. Report ofthe Economic and Social Council (chapters I, IV (sections D, G and J), V

(section A), VI (sections C, D and F), VII, VIII and IX (sections J and L»
(item 12).21

I5. Appointments to fill vacancies in subsidiary organs and other appointments
(ittm 17):22
(a) Appointment of members of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and

Budgetary Questions;
(b) Appointment of members of the Committee on Contributions;
(c) Appointment of a member of the Board of Auditors;
(d) Confirmation of the appointment ofmembers ofthe Investments Committee;
(e) Appointment of members of the United Nations Administrative Tribunal;
(J) Appointment of members of the International Civil Service Commission;
(g) Appointment of members and alternate members of the United Nations Staff

Pension Committee.

Sixth Committee

(UiGAL QUESTIONS)

I. Consideration of the draft :111icles on most-favoured-nation clauses: report of the
Secretary-General (item 127).

2. United Nations Programme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study, Dissemination
and Wider Appreciation of International Law: report of the Secretary-General
(item 128).

3. Measures to prevent international terrorism which endangers or takes innocent
human lives or jeopardizes fundamental freedoms and study of the underlying
causes ofthose forms of terrorism and acts of violence which lie in m~sery, frustra
tion, grievance and despair and which cause some people to sacrifice human lives,
including their own, in an attempt to effect radical changes: report ofthe Secretary
General (item 129).

4. Progressive development of the principles and norms of international law relating
to the new international economic order: report of the Secretary-General
(item 130).

5. Development and strengthening of good-neighbourliness between States: report of
the Secretary-General (item 131).

6. Peaceful settlement of dislJutes between States (item 132).
1. Draft Code of Offences against the Peace and Security of Mankind: report of the

Secretary-General (item 133).
8. Report ofthe Special Committee on Enhancing the Effectiveness ofthe Principle of

Non-Use of Force in International Relations (item 134).
9. Report of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law on the

work of its eighteenth session (item 135).
10. Consideration ofeffective measures to enhance the protection, security and safety

ofdiplomatic and consular missions and representatives: report of the Secretary
General (item 136).

11. Report of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Drafting ofan International Convention
against the Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training of Mercenaries (item 137).

12. Report of the International Law Commission on the work of its thirty-seventh ses
sion (item 138).

21 For chapter I, see also "Plenary meetings", item 12, "Second Committee", item I, "Third Committee".
item I, "Fourth Committee", item 4, and "Sixth Committee", item 18; for chapter IV (sections 0 and J) and chap
ter IX (section J), see also "Second Committee"; for chapter IV (section G) and chapter VI (sections C, 0 and Fl, see
.lso "Second Committee" and "Third Committee"; for chapter V (section A) and chapter VII, see also "Third
Committee"; and for chapter VIII, see also "Plenary meetings", "Second Committee" and "Third Committee".

22 For sub-items (h) to (m), see "Plenary meetings", item 17.
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13. Preparation for the United Nations Confer~nce on the Law of Treaties between
States and International Organizations or between International Organizations
(item 139).

14. Report of the Committee on Relations with the Host Country (item 140).
IS. Report ofthe Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and on the

Strengthening of the Role of the Organization (item 141).23
16. Draft Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of

Detention or Imprisonment (item 142).
17. Draft standard rules of Pl"OCedure for United Nations conferences: report of the

Secretary-General (item 143).
18. Report of the Economic and Social Council (chapter I) (item 12).24
19. Draft Declaration on Social and Legal Principles relating to the Protection and

Welfare of Children, with Special Reference to Foster Placement and Adoption,
Nationally and Internationally (item 148).25

23 At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 20 September 1985, the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the
Gt:1lCIaI Commillee as set forth in its first report (A/40/250, para. 31 (f), decided that the main conclusions of the
Meetilll of Presidents of the General Assembly on the occasion of the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations
(A/40/377. annex) would be referred to the Sixth Commillee for consideration under qenda item 141.

24 For cbapter I. see also "Plenary meetings", item 12. "Second Commillee". item I, "Third Commillee",
item I. "Foul1h Commillee", item 4, and "Fifth Commillee", item 14.

25 At its S3rd plenary meeting, on 29 Oc:tober 198~, the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the
GeIlCIaI Committee as set fol1h in its third report (A/40/~';(l/Add.2, para. 2), decided to include this item in the
qenda and to allocate it to the Sixth Commillee.
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11. RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED WITHOUT REFERENCE TO A MAIN COMMITTEEI

CONTENTS

Resolution
No. Title Item DOle ofadoption PtJgI!

40/1 Internatiom.: reiiefto Mexico (A/40/L.1) .............................. 147 24 September 1985 14

40/2 Credentials of representatives to the fortieth session of the General Assembly
Resolution A (A/40/747) .......................................... 3 16 October 1985 15
Resolution B (A/40/747/Add.I) .................................... 3 17 December 1985 15

40/3 International Year of Peace (A/40/L.6/Rev.l and Rev. I/Add. I) .......... 27 24 October 1985 15

40/4 Co-operation between the United Nations and the Organization of the
Islamic Conference (A/40/L.5) ................ , .................... 24 25 October 1985 15

40/5 Co-operation between the United Nations and the League of Arab States
(A/40/L.7) ...................................................... 26 25 October 1985 16

40/6 Anned Israeli aggression against the Iraqi nuclear installations and its grave
consequences for the established international system concerning the
peaceful uses of nuclear energy, the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons
and international peace and security (A/401L.9/Rev.l, A/40/L.1O) ...... 29 1 November 1985 17

40/7 The situation in Kampuchea (A/40/L.4 and Add. I) ..................... 22 5 November 1985 18

40/8 Report of the International Atomic Energy Agency (A/401L.8) ............ 14 8 November 1985 19

40/9 Solemn appeal to States in conflict to cease anned action forthwith and to set-
tle disputes between them through negotiations, and to States Members of
the United Nations to undertake to solve situations of tension and conflict
and existing disputes by political means and to refrain from the threat or
use of force and from any intervention in the internal affairs ofother States
(A/40/L.J2) ..................................................... 146 8 November 1985 20

40/10 Programme of the Intemational Year of Peace (A/40/L.13/Rev.l and
Rev.I/Add.l) ................................................... 27 11 November 1985 20

41)111 Right of peoples to peace (A/40/L.14) ................................ 27 11 November 1985 21

40/12 The situation in Afghanistan and its implications for international peace and
security (A/40/L.11) .............................................. 28 13 November 1985 21

40/13 International relief to Colombia (A/401L.16) ........................... 149 15 November 1985 22

40/19 Return or restitution ofcultural property to the countries oforigin (A/40/L.18
and Add. I) ..................................................... 20 21 November 1985 22

40120 Co-operation between the United Nations and the Organization of African
Unity (A/40/L.17 and Add.I) ............................ '" ........ 25 21 November 1985 23

40121 Question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas) (A/40/L.19 and Add. I) ....... 23 27 November 1985 25

40/40 Critical economic situation in Africa (A/401L.15/Rev.l) ...............•. 30 2 December 1985 25

40/56 Twenty-fifth anniversary of the Declaration on the Granting ofIndependence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples (Al40123, chap. 11) ................. 18 2 December 1985 26

40/57 Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting ofIndependence to Colo-
nial Countries and Peoples (A/40/L.21 and Add. I) .................... 18 2 ·December 1985 28

40/58 Dissemination ofinfonnation on decolonization (A/40/L.22 and Add. I) ... 18 2 December ~ 985 30

40/60 Co-operation between the United Nations and the Asian-African Legal Con-
sultative Committee (A/40/L.37 and Add. I) ......................... 31 9 December 1985 30

40/62 Question of the Comorian island of Mayotte (A/40/L.38 and Add. I) ...... 32 9 December 1985 31

40/63 Law of the sea (A/40/L.33 and Add. I) ................................ 36 10 December 1985 31

40/64 Policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa
A. Comprehensive sanctions against the racist regime of South Africa

(A/40/L.26) ................................................. 35 10 December 1985 32

I For the dedsions adopted without reference to a Main Committee, see sect. X.B.1.
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tion in the affected areas, as wen as to undertake the pro
cess of reconstruction,

I. Expresses its solidarity and support to the GoVCi"
ment and people of Mexic<.?;

2. Expresses its appreciation to the States, interna
tional and regional agencies, non-governmental orpniza
tions and private individuals that are providing emergency
relief to that country;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to mobilize
resources to contribute to the reliefand reconstruction task
undertaken by the Government of Mexico;

4. Calls upon all States to contribute generously to
those relief and reconstruction efforts in the affected areas
and, to the extent possible, to channel their assistance
through the United Nations system;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to co-ordinate the. multilateral assistance and, in consultation with the Gov
ernment of Mexico, to identifY the emergency and
medium-term and long-term needs in order to contribute
to the reconstruction of the !lffected areas.

6th plenary meeting
24 September 1985

Tit/t
B. Situation in South Africa and assistance to the liberation movements(A/40/L.27) .
C. World Conference on Sanctions against Racist South Africa (A/40/L.28/Rev.l) .
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D. Dissemination of information and mobilization of international

public opinion in support of Namibia .
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40/1. International relief to Mexico
The General Assembly,

Deeply distressed by the loss of lives, the number of
aftlieted persons and the enormous destruction wrought by
the earthquakes which, on 19 and 20 September 1985,
struck various regions of Mexico, especially its capital,

Conscious of the efforts of the Government and people
of Mexico to save lives and alleviate the sufferings of the
victims of the cataclysm,

Noting the enormous effort that will be required to alle
viate the grave situation caused by this natural disaster, for
which the Oovernmel1t of Mexico has established a
National Reconstruction Trus~ Fund,

Conscious also ofthe prompt response ofGovernments,
international agencies, non-governmental organizations
and private individuals, which have contributed emer
gency disaster relief,

Recognizing that the magnitude of the catastrophe and
its long-term effects win require, as a complement to the
effort being made by the people and Government of Mex
ico, a demonstration of international solidarity and
humanitarian concern to ensure broad multilateral co
operation in order to meet the immediate emergency situa-
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40/2. Credentiais of representatives to the fortieth
session of the General Assembly

A

The General Assembly
Approves the first report of the Credentials Committee.2

37th plenary meeting
16 October 1985

B

The General Assembly
Approves the second report of the Credentials Commit

tee.3

120th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/3. International Y4f of Peace
The General Assembly,
Recfllling resolution 37/16 of 16 November 1982, in

which it declared 1986 to be the International Year of
Peace,

Recognizing that the importance of the International
Year of Peace, which has been linked with the fortieth
anniversary of the United Nations, requires that the Year
be devoted to concentrate the efforts ofthe United Nations
and its Member States on the promotion and achievement
of the ideals of peace by all possible means, which consti
tutes a fundamental purpose of the Charter of the United
Nations,

Considering that efforts and activities to achieve posi
tive results in intern&tional co-operation for th\ "romo
tion of peace must be intensified during the Year 'd for
ever,

I. Approves the Proclamation ofthe Internationr ~

of Peace, the text of which is annexed to the present n:so
lution;

2. Invites all States, all organizations of the United
Nations system and interested non-governmental organi
zations, educational, scientific, cultural and research
organizations and the communications media to co-oper
ate with the Secretary-General in achieving the objectives
of the International Year of Peace;

3.' Requests the Secretary-General to ensure the widest
possible dissemination of this Proclamation.

49th plenary meeting
24 October 1985

ANNEX
Proclamation of the International Year of Peace

Whereas the General Assembly has decided unanimously to proclaim
solemnly the International Year of Peace on 24 October 1985. the fortieth
anniversary of the United Nations.

Whereas the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations provides a
unique opportunity to reaffirm the support for and commitment to the pur
poses and principles of the Charter of the United Nations.

Whereas peace constitutes a universal ideal and the promotion of peace
is the primary purpose of the United Nations.

Whereas the promotion ofinternational peace and security requires con
tinuing and positive action by States and peoples aimed at the prevention

20J/icial Records 0/ the General Assembiy. Fortieth Session. Annexes.
~d8 item 3. document A/401747.

~ IUd.• document Al401747/Add.1.

of war, removal of various threats to peace - inclUding the nuclear
threat - respect for the principle ofnon-use offorce. the resolution ofcon
ftiets and the peaceful settlement of disputes. confidence-building meas
ures. disarmament. the maintenan~ of outer space for peaceful uses,
development. the promotion and exercise of human rights and fundlimen·
tal freedoms. decolonization in accordance with the principle ohelf-deter
mination. the elimination of racial discrimination and aparrheid, ,be
enhancement of the quality of life, satisfaction of human needs and tile
protection of the environment.

Whereas peoples must live together in peace and practise tolerance. and
it has been recognized that education. information. science and culture can
contribute to that end.

Whereas the International Ye&!" of Peace provides a timely impetus for
initiating renewed thouglll and action for the promotion of peace.

Whereas the International Year of Peace offers an opportunity to Gov
ernments. intergovernmental. non-governmental organizatiOl\S and others
to express in practical terms the common aspiration of all peoples for
peace.

Whereas the International Year of Peace is not only a celebration or
commemoration. but an opportunity to reOect and aet creatively and 'sys
tematically in fulfilling the purposes of the United Nations.

Now, there/ore.
The General Assembly
Solemnly proclaims 1986 to be the International Year of Peace and calls

upon all peoples to join with the United Nations in resolute efforts to safe
guard peace and the future of humanity.

40/4. Co-operation between the United Nations and
the Organization of the Islamic Conference

The General Assembly,
Having considered the report of the Secretary-Genera!

on co-operation between the United Nations and the
Organization of the Islamic Conference,4

Taking into account the desire of both organizations to
co-operate more closely in their common search for solu
tions to global problems, such as questions relating to
international peace and security, disarmament, self-deter
mination, decolonization, fundamental human rights and
the establishment of a new international economic order,

Recalling the Articles of the Charter of the United
Nations which encourage activities through regional co
operation for the promotion of the purposes and principles
of the United Nations,

Noting the strengthening of co-operation between the
specialized agencies and other organizations ofthe United
Nations system and the Organization of the Islamic Con
ference,

Noting the convening of the co-ordination meeting of
the f~ points of the lead agencies of the United Nations
system and the Organization of the Islamic Conference,
held at Geneva on 30 and 31 July 1985 in compliance 'With
General Assembly resolution 39/7, which afforded an
opportunity to evaluate the progress achieved in the five
priority areas ofco-operation identified by the first annual
meeting between representatives of the secretariats of the
United Nations and other organizations of the United
Nations system and the secretariat of the Organization of
the Islamic Conference, held at Geneva on 15 July 1983,

Taking note of the encouraging results obtained in the
evaluation of the progress achieved in the five priority
areas of co~operationas well as in the exchange of views
on preparatory work and other details for the second gen
eral meeting between the two organizations as provided
for in General Assembly resolution 37/4,

Convinced that the strengthening of co-operation
between the United Nations and other organizations ofthe
United Nations system and the Organization of the

4 Al40/657.
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Islamic Conference contributes to the promotion of the
purposes and principles of the United Nations,

Recalling its resolutions 36/23 of9 November 198 I, 37/
4 of 22 October 1982, 38/4 of 28 October 1983 and 39/7
of 8 November 1984,

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the Sec
retary-General;

2. Approves the conclusions and recommendations of
the co-ordination meeting of the focal points of the lead
agencies of the United Nations system and the Organiza
tion of the Islamic Conference;s

3. Notes with satisfaction the active participation ofthe
Organization of the Islamic Conference in the work of the
United Nations towards the realization of the purposes
and principles of the Charter of the United Nations;

4. Requests the United Nations and the Organization
ofae Islamic Conference to continue co-operation in their
common search for solutions to global problems, such as
questions relating to intemational peace and security, dis
armament, self-determination, decoionization, fundamen
tal human rights and the establishment of a new interna
tional economic ord"r;

5. Encourages the specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system to continue to
expand their co-operation with the Organization of the
Islamic Conference, particularly by negotiating co-opera
tion agreements, and invites them to multiply the contacts
and meetings of focal points for co-operation in priority
areas of interest to the United Nations and the Orgar.iza
tion of the Islamic Conference;

6. Requests "the Secretary-General to strengthen co
operation and co-ordination between the United Nations
and'other organizations of the United Nations system and
the Organization of the Islamic Conference to serve the
mutual interests of the two organizations in the political,
economic, social and cultural fields;

7. Recommends that the second general meeting
between representatives of the secretariats of the United
Nations and other organizations of the United Nations
system and the secretariat of the Organization of the
Islamic Conference as provided for in General Assembly
resolution 37/4, should be organized in 1986 at a date a'ad
place to be determined through consultations with the
organizations concemed;

8. Expresses its appreciation for the efforts of the Sec
retary-General in the promotion of co-operation between
the United Nations and the Organization of the Islamic
Conference, and expresses the hope that he will continue
to strengthen the mechanisms ofco-operation between the
two organizations;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session on the state of co
operation between the United Nations and the Organiza
tion of th~ Islamic Conference;

10. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Co-operation between
the United Nations and the Organization of the Islamic
Conference".

50th plenary meeting
25 October 1985

SIbid., sect. III.C.
6 Al40/48 I and Corr.l and Add.1.
7 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Ple/JP.ryMeetings, 50th meeting.

40/5. Co-operation ootween the United Nations and
the League of Arab States

The General Assembly,
Recalling its previous resolutions on the promotion of

co-operation between the United Nations and the League
of Arab States, in particular resolutions 36/24 of 9
November 1981, 37/17 of 16 November 1982, 38/6 of 28
October 1983 and 39/9 of 8 November 1984,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
on co-operation between the United Nations and the
League of Arab States,6

Having heard the statement by the Permanent Observer
of the League of Arab States on co-operation between the
United Nations and the League of Arab States of 25
October 19857 and having noted the emphasis placed
therein on follow-up projects, actions and procedures on
the recommendations adopted at the meeting between rep
resentatives of the General Secretariat of the League of
Arab States and its specialized organizations and the secre
tariats of the United Nations and other organizations of
the United Nations system, held at Tunis from 28 June to
1 July .1983,8 as well as on various sectoral activities
related to development priorities in the Am), region,

Recalling the relevant Articles of the Charter of the
United Nations which encourage activities through
regional arrangements for the promotion of the purposes
and principles of the United Nations,

Noting with appreciation the desire of the League of
Arab States to consolidate and develop the existing ties
with the United Nations in all areas relating to the mainte
nance ofintemational peace and security, and to co-oper
ate in every possible way with the United Nations in the
implementation of United Nations resolutions relating to
the question of Palestine and the situation in the Middle
East,

Aware ofthe vital importance for the countries members
of the League of Arab States of achieving a just, compre
hensive and durable solution to the Middle East conflict
and the question of Palestine, the core of the conflict,

Realizing that the strengthening of international peace
and security is directly related, inter alia, to disarmament,
decolonization, self-determination and the eradication of
iil! forms of racism and racial discrimination,

Convinced that the maintenance and further strength
ening ofco-operation betweeo the United Nations and the
organizations of the United Nations system and the
League ofArab States contribute to the work ofthe United
Nations system and to the promotion of the purposes and
principles of the United Nations,

Recalling that at the meeting held at Tunis the frame
work ofco-operation between the United Nations and the
League of Arab States in certain priority sectors was
defined, and propo$8ls that could lend themselves to joint
implementation were recommended,

Recognizing the need for closer co-operation between
the United Nations system and the League of Arab States
and its specialized organizations in realizing the goals and
objectives set forth in the Strategy for Joint Arab Econo
ljDic Development adopted by the Elevent~f Arab Summit
Conference, held at Amman from 25 to 27 November
1980,

I. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the Sec
retary-General;

8 Al381299 and Corr.l, sect. V.
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2. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for the follow-up action taken by him on the proposals
adopted at the meeting betWEen representatives of the
General Secretariat of the League of Arab States and its
specialized organizations and the secretariats of the United
Nations and other organizations of the United Nations
system, held at Tunis, as well as to the specialized agencies
and other organizations of the United Nations system for
their efforts to facilitate the implementation of the propo
sals;

3. Notes with satisfaction the reswts achieved at the
sectoral meeting on social development in the Arab region,
held at Amman from 19 to 21 August 1985;9

4. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
strengthen co-operation with the General Secretariat of the
League of Arab States for the purpose of implementing
United Nations resolutions relating to the question of
Palestine and the situation in the Middle East in order to
achieve a just, comprehensive and durable solution to the
Middle East conflict and the question ofPalestine, the core
of the conflict;

5. Requests the Secretariat of the United Nations and
the General Secretariat of the League of Arab States,
within their respective fields of competence, further to
intensifY their co-operation towards the realization of the
purposes and principles of the Charter of the United
Nations, the strengthening ofinternational peace and secu
rity, disannament, decolonization, self-determination and
the eradication of all forms of racism and racial discrimi
nation;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to continue his
efforts to strengthen co-operation and co-ordination
between the United Nations and the organizations of the
United Nations system and the League of Arab States and
its specialized organizations in order to enhance their
capacity to serve the mutual interests of the two organiza
tions in the political, economic, social and cultural fields;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to continue the
follow-up action to facilitate the implementation of the
proposals of a multilateral nature adopted at the meeting
held at Tunis in 1983, and to take appropriate action
regarding the multilateral proposals relating to social
development adopted at the meeting held at Amman in
1985, including the following measures:

(a). Promotion of contacts and consultations between
the counterpart. programmes, organizations and agencies
concemed;

(b)' Setting up of joint sectoral inter-agency working
groups;

(c) Consultation with the Secretary-General of the
League of Arab States regarding the convening in 1987 of
the joint sectoral meeting on development of human
resources· in the Arab region;

8. Calls upon the specialized agencies, and other
organizations and programmes of the United Natio::J.s sys
tem:

(a) To continue to co-operate with the Secretary-Gen
eral and the programmes, organizations and agencies con
cerned within the United Nations system and the League
of Arab States and its specialized organizations in the
follow-up of multilateral proposals aimed at strengthening
and expanding co-operation in all fields between the
United Nations system and the League of Arab States and
its specialized organizations;

(b) To .:JrAtain and increase contacts and consulta-
tions with the counterpart programmes, organizations and

9 See AJ40/481/Add.1.

agencies concerned regarding projects of a bilateral,nature
in order to facilitate their implementation; .

(c) To inform the Secretary-General, not later than 15
May 1986, of the progress of their co-operation with the
League of Arab States and its specialized org2Jlizations, in
partiCl!lar, the follow-up action taken on the multilateral
and bilateral proposals adopted at the meetings held at
Tunis and Amman;

9. Requests the Secretary-General, in close co-opera
tion with the Secretary-General of the League of Arab
States, to hold periodic consultations as and when appro
priate betw,een representatives of the Seeretariatof the
United Nations and of the General Secretariat of the
League of Arab States on follow-up policies, projects,
actions and procedures;

10. Further requests the Secretary-General to submit to
the General Assembly, at its forty-first session, a progress
report on the implementation of the present reSOlution;

11. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Co-operation between
the United Nations and the League of Arab States".

50th plenary meeting
25 October 1985

40/6. Armed Israeli aggression against the Iraqi
nuclear installations and its grave conseqoen
ces for the established international system
concerning the peaceful uses of nuclear energy,
the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and
international peace and security

The General Assembly,
Having considered the item entitled "Armed Israeli

aggression against the Iraqi nuclear installations and its
grave consequences for the established international sys
tem concerning the peaceful uses of nuclear energy, the
non-proliferation of nuclear weapons and international
peace and security",

Recalling the relevant resolutions of the Security Coun
cil and the General Assembly,

Taking note of the relevant reSOlutions of the Interna
tional Atomic Energy Agency,

Viewing with deep concern Israel's refusal to comply
with Security Council resolution 487 (1981) of 19 June
1981,

Noting with deep concern the threatening statement
made by an Israeli cabinet member on 26 March 1985,10
in which he stated, inter alia, "We are prepared to strike
against any nuclear reactor built by Iraq in the future",

Deeply alarmed by Israel's fail~ to state without ambi
guity its acceptance of the internationally recognized cri
teria for the definition ofa peaceful nuclear facility and to
acknowledge the effectiveness of the safeguards system of
the International Atomic Energy Agency as a 'reliable
means of verifYing the peaceful operation of nuclear facili
ties,

Concerned that armed attacks against nuclear facilities
raise fears about the safety of present and future nuclear
installations,

Aware that all States developing nuclear energy for
peaceful purposes need assurances against armed attacks
on nuclear facilities,

I. Strongly condemns all military attacks on all nuclear
installations dedicated to peaceful purposes, including the
military attacks by Israel on the nuclear facilities of Iraq;

10 See AJ401283, annex.

e
se



.1

2. Considers that Israel has not yet committed itself
not to attack or threaten to attack nuclear facilities in Iraq
or elsewhere, including facilities under International
Atomic Energy Agency safeguards;

3. Requests the Security Council to take urgent and
effective measures to ensure that Israel complies without
further delay with the provisions of resolution 487 (1981);

4. Requests the International Atomic Energy Agency to
consider additional measures effectively to ensure that
Israel undertakes not to attack or thl'caten to attack peace
ful nuclear facilities in Iraq or elsewhere, in violation of
the Charter of the United Nations and in disregard of the
safeguards system of the International Atomic Energy
Agency;

5. Calls upon Israel urgently to place all its nuclear
facilities under International Atomic Energy Agency safe
guards in accordance with resolution 487 (1981) adopted
unanimously by the Security Council;

6. Reaffirms that Iraq is entitled to compensation for
the damage it has suffered as a result of the Israeli amled
attack on 7 June 1981;

7. Urges all Member States to provide necessary tech
nical assistance to Iraq to restore its peaceful nuclear pro
gramme and 10 overcome the damage caused by the Israeli
attack;

8. Calls upon all States and organizations that have not
yet done so to discontinue co-operating with and giving
assistance to Israel in the nuclear field;

9. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to con
tinue negotiations with a view to an immediat~ conclusion
of the qreement on the prohibition ofmilitary attacks on
nuclear facilities as a contribution to promoting and
ensuring the safe development ofnuclear energy for peace
ful purposes;

10. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled • Armed Israeli aggres
sion against the Iraqi nuclear instaUations and its grave
consequences for the established intematjonal system con
c:emiDg the peaceful uses ofnuclear energy, the non-prolif
eration of nuclear weapons and international peace and
security".

59th plenary meeting
1 November 1985

40/7. The situation in Kampiicllea

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 34/22 of 14 November 1979,

35/6 of22 October 1980, 36/5 of21 October 1981, 37/6 of
28 October 1982, 38/3 of27 October 1983 and 39/5 of 30
October 1984,

Recalling further the Declaration on Kampucheall and
resolution I (1)12 adopted by the International Conference
on Kampuchea, which offer the negotiating framework for
a comprehensive political settlemen! of the Kampuchean
problem,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on
the implementation of General Assembly resolution 39/
5,'3 .

Deploring that foreign armed intervention and occupa
tion continue and that foreign forces have not been with
drawn from Kampuchea, thus causing continuing hostili
ties in that country and seriously threatening international
peace and security,

11 Report ofthe IlIlernatio1lil1 Conference on Kampuchea, New York, /3. J7
JU~ 1981 (lfniJed Nations publication. Sales No. E.81.1.20). annex I.

2 Ibid., annex 11.

Noting the continued and effective strugle waacd
against foreign occupation by the Coalition with Samdech
Norodom Sihanouk as President of Democratic Kampu
chea,

Taking note of Economic and Social Council decision
1985/155 of 30 May 1985 on the right of peoples to self
detennination and its application to peoples under colo
nial or alien domination or foreign occupation,

Greatly disturbed that the continued fighting and insta
bility in Kampuchea have forced an additional Iaqe
number ofKampuchcans to flee to the Thai-Kampuchean
border in search of food and safety,

Recognizing that the assistance extended by the interna
tional community has continued to reduce the food
shortages and health problems ofthe Kampuchean ~ple,

Emphasizing that it is the inalienable right of the Kam
puchean people who have sought refuge in neighbourina
countries to return safely to their homeland,

Emphasizing further that no effective solution to the
humanitarian problems can be achieved without a com
prehensive political settlement of th~ Kampucheam con
flict, .

Seriously concerned about reported demographic
changes being imposed in Kampuchea by foreign occupa
tion forces,

Convinced that, to bring about lasting peace in South
East Asia and reduce the threat to international peace and
security, there is an U1'&~nt need for the international com
munity to find a comprehensive political solution to the
Kampuchcan problem that will provide for the withdrawal
ofall foreign forces and ensure respect for the sovereignty,
independence, territorial integrity and neutral and non
aligned status of Kampuchea, as well as the right of the
Kampuchean· people to self-detennination free from out
side i~terference,

Reiterating its conviction that, after the comprehensive
political settlement of the Kampuchean question through
peaceful means, the.States of the South-East Asian region
can pursue efforts to establish a zone of peace, freedom
and neutrality in South-East Asia ~ as to lessen interna
tional tensions and to achieve lasting peace in the region,

Reaffirming the need for all States to adhere strictly to
the principles of the Charter of the United Nations, which
call for respect for the national independence, sovereignty
and territorial integrity of aD States, non-intervention and
non-interference in the internal affairs of States, non
recourse to the threat or use of force and peaceful settle
ment of disputes,

1. Reaffirms its resolutions 34/22, 35/6, 36/5, 37/6,
38/3 and 39/5 and calls for their full implementation;

2. Reiterates its conviction that the withdrawal of all
fon:ign forces from Kampuchea, the restoration and pres
ervation of its independence, sovereignty and territorial
integrity, the right ofthe Kampuchean people to determine
their own destiny and the commitment by all States to
non-interference and non-intervention in the internal
affairs ofKampuchea are the principal components ofany

I just and lasting resolution of the Kampuchean problem;
3. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the Ad

Hoc Committee of the International Conference on Kam
puchea on its activities during 1984-198514 and requests
that the Committee continue its work, pending the recon
vening of the Conference;

13 Al40I7S9.
14 AlCONF.109/9.
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4. Authorizes the Ad Hoc Committee to convene when
necessary and to carry out the tasks entrusted to it in its
mandate;

5. Reaffirms its decision to reconvene the Conference
at an appropriate time, in accordance with Conference res
olution I (I);

6. Renews its appeal to all States of South-East Asia
and others concerned to attend future sessions of the Con
ference;

7. Requests the Conference to report to the General
Assembly on its future sessions;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to con
sult with and assist the Conference and the Ad Hoc Com
mittee and to provide them on a regular basis with the nec
essary facilities to carry out their functions;

9. Expresses its appreciation once again to the Secre
tary-General for taking appropriate steps in following the
situation closely and requests him to continue to do so and
to exercise his good offices in order to contribute to a com
prehensive political settlement;

10. Expresses its deep appreciation once again to donor
countries, the United Nations and its agencies and other
humanitarian organizations, national and international,
that have rendered relief assistance to the Kampuchean
people, and appeals to them to continue to provide emer
genc:y assistance to those Kampucheans who are still in
need, especially along the Thai-Kampuchean border and
in the holding centres in Thailand;

11. Reiterates its deep appreciation to the Secretary
General for his efforts in co-ordinating humanitarian relief
assistance and in monitoring its distribution, and requests
him to intensify such efforts as are necessary;

12. Urges the States of South-East Asia, once a com
prehensive political solution to the ~mpuchean conflict
is achieved, to exert renewe~ efforts to establish a zone of
peace, freedom and neutrality in South-East Asia;

13. Reiterates the hope that, following a comprehen
sive political solution, an intergovernmental committee
will be established to consider a programme of assistance
to Kampuchea for the reconstruction of its economy and
for the economic and social development of all States in
the region;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session on the imple
mentation of the present resolution;

15. Decides'to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "The situation in Kam
puchea".

63rd plenary meeting
5 November 1985

40/8. Report of the International Atomic Energy
Agency

The General Assembly,

Having received the report of the International Atomic
Energy Agency to the General Assembly for the year
1984,15

IS International Atomic Energy ARency, The Annual Reponfor 1984 (Aus
tria, July 1985) (GC(XXIX)1748 ana Corr.I); transmitted to the members of
the General Assembly by a note of the Secretary-General (Al40/576 and
Corr.I).

Taking note of the statement of the Director General of
the International Atomic Energy Agency of 31 October
1985,16 which provides additional information on the
main development of the Agency's activities during 1985,

Recognizing the importance of the work of the Agency
to promote further the application of nuclear energy for
peaceful purposes, as envisaged in its Statute,

Also recognizing the special needs of the developing
countries for technical assistance by the Agency in order to
en!arge the contribution of nuclear energy and its applica
tions to their economic development,

Conscious of the importance of the work of the Agency
in the implementation of the safeguards provisions of the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons· 7

and other international treaties, conventions and agree
ments designed to achieve similar objectives, as well as
ensuring, as far as it is able, that the assistance provided by
the Agency or at its request or under its supervision or
control is not used in such a way as to further any military
purposes, as stated in article 11 of its Statute,

Recognizing the importance of the work of the Agency
on nuclear power, nuclear safety, radioactive waste man
agement, radiological protection and, in particular, of its
work directed towards assisting developing countries in
planning for the introduction of nuclear power in accord
ance with their needs,

Noting that the General Conference of the International
Atomic Energy Agency at its twenty-ninth regular session
approved the reappointment by the Board ofGovernors of
the Agency of Mr. Hans Blix as Director General of the
Agency for a further term of four years, commencing on I
December 1985,

Bearing in mind resolutions GC(XXIX)/RES/442,
GC(XXIX)/RES/443 and GC(XXIX)/RES/444, adopted
on 27 September 1985 by the General Conference of the
Agency at its twenty-ninth regular session,

I. Takes note of the report of the International Atomic
Energy Agency;

2. Affirms its confidence in the role ofthe International
Atomic Energy Agency in the application ofnuclear energy
for peaceful purposes;

3. Urges all States to strive for effective and harmoni
ous .international co-operation in carrying out the work of
the International Atomic Energy Agency, pursuant to its
Statute, in promoting the use of nuclear energy and the
application of nuclear science and technology for peaceful
purposes; in strengthening technical a£sistance and co
operation for developing countries; and L! ensuring the
effectiveness and efficiency of the Agency's safeguards sys
tem;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the
Director General of the International Atomic Energy
Agency the records of the fortieth session of the General
Assembly relating to the Agency's activities.

69th plenary meeting
8 November 1985

16 See Official Records ofthe General Assembly, Fonieth Session, Plenary
Meetings, 56th meeting.

17 Resolution 2373 (XXII), annex.
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40/9. Solemn a,peal to States in conflict to cea&e
armed action forthwith and to settle disputes
between them through negotiations, and to
States Members of the United Nations to
undertake to solve situations of tension Ilnd
conflict and existing disputes by politicai
means and to refrain from the threat or use of
force and from any intervention in the internal
affairs of other States

The General Assembly,
Deeply concerned at the persistence of armed conDicts,

acts of aggression and situations of tension in different
parts of the world, at the emergence ofnew sources ofcon
ftict and tension in international life and at the danger to
the independence and security of States and to interna
tional peace and security posed by the threat or use of
force in relations between States,

Convinced that all States should exert the utmost efforts
to settle any conflict or dispute between them exclusively
by peaceful means and that resorting to the threat or use of
force against other States can only aggravate the interna
tional situation and make more difficult the solution of
problems,

Considering that it is in the interest both of States
involved in conflict and other States, and of the general
cause of world peace and security, to put an end to armed
confticts and to enCO\lrage and assist the solution of prob
lems through peaceful means,

Solemnly reaffirming, on the occasion of the fortieth
anniversary of the United Nations, the resolute commit
ment of Member States to the purposes and principles of
the Charter of the United Nations and the obligations
which they assumed as Members of the Organization, in
particular their commitment to refrain in int(lrnational
relations from the threat or use of force against the sover
eignty, territorial integrity and political independence of
any other State,

Reaffirming that all States shall settle their international
disputes by peaceful means in such a manner that interna
tional peace and security, and justice, are not endangered,

Recalling the inherent right of all States to individual or
collective self-defence, as enshrined in Article 51 of the
Charter,

Reaffirming the Manila Declaration on the Peaceful Set
tlement of International Disputes, approved by the Gen
eral Assembly in its resolution 37/10 of 15 November
1982,

Considering that the question of the peaceful settlement
ofdisputes should constitute a central concern ofall States
and of the United Nations,

I. Addresses a solemn appeal to States in conflict to put
an end to armed action forthwith and to proceed to the set
tlement of their disputes by negotiations and other peace
ful means;

2. Calls upon all States to comply fully and consist
ently with the obligations they have assumed, in accord
ance with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations, to resolve conflicts and disputes by peace
ful means and to refrain from the threat or use of force and
from any intervention in the internal affairs of other
States;

3. Invites the Security Council, which has the primary
responsibility for the maintenance of international peace
and security, to act promptly in accordance with its func
tions under the Charter, in cases of conflict and dispute in

18 Resolution 40/3. annex.
19 A/40/524.

different regions of the world, by recommending appropri
ate procedures or methods ofadjustment, including desig
nation of representatives of the United Nations, with a
view to settling disputes between States by peaceful means,
eliminating situations of tension and conftict, and estab
lishing relations based on understanding, co-operation and
peace among all the States of the world;

4. Reaffirms the important role as conferred by the
Charter on the General Assembly in the areas ofthe peace
ful settlement ofdisputes and the maintenance of interna
tional peace and security;

5. Encourages the Secretary-General to play an active
role within the scope of his functions under the Charter
with a view to promoting efforts for the peaceful settle
ment of disputes and confticts between States;

6. Calls upon Member States to make full use, in
accordance with the Charter, of the framework provided
by the United Nations for the peaceful settlement of dis
putes and international problems;

7. Appeals to Member States to act resolutely, in view
of the purposes and principles of the Charter and in
accordance with their duties as Members, in order that the
Organization may harmonize the combined efforts of
States aimed at strengthening world peace and security,
solving the mlijor issues confronting humanity and
ensuring conditions for the free and independent develop
ment of all peoples.

69th plenary meeting
8 November 1985

40/10. Programme of the International Year of
Peace

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 37/16 of 16 November 1982,

38/56 of 7 December 1983 and 39/10 of 8 November
1984 on the International Year of Peace,

Recalling also the solemn Proclamation of the Interna
tional Year of Peace approved on 24 October 1985,18 the
fortieth anniversary of the United Nations, by which it
called upon all peoples to join with the United Nations in
resolute efforts to safeguard peace and the future of
humanity,

Aware that in the nuclear age the establishment ofa last
ing peace on Earth constitutes the primary condition for
the preservation of civilization and the survival of man
kind,

Welcoming the contributions made to the Voluntary
Fund for the Programme of the International Year of
Peace,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on
the regional seminars,I9 which served to increase aware
ness in each region of the need to take effective steps to
promote peace and also contributed towards the prepara
tions for the Year,

Taking note also of the report of the Secretary-General
on the activities undertaken in the implementation of
General Assembly resolution 39/1020 and the final version

I of the draft programme of the International Year of Peace
annexed thereto,

1. Welcomes the efforts of Member States to achieve
substantive results in :'ulfilling the objectives of the Inter
national Year of Peace and to express the common aspira-
tion of peoples for peace; .

20 A/40/669 and Add.1.
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2. Invites Member States, as well as organs and subsid
iary bodies of the United Nations, intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations, educational, scientific,
cultural and research institutions and the communication
media to commemorate the International Year of Peace in
the most appropriate form, highlighting, inter alia, the role
of the United Nations in the promotion and maintenance
of international peace and security;

3. Decides to convene a second pledging conference
during the first quarter of 1986 so that Member States
which have not yet announced their contributions may
bave an opportunity to do so;

4. Reques!s the Secretary-General, on the basis of the
Voluntary Fund for the Programme of the International
Year ofPeace, to assist in the commemoration of the Year
and to ensure the widest possible dissemination of infor
mation about the Year and its objectives;

S. Emphasizes the importance of continuing the co
ordination and co-operation established among United
Nations programmes and activities related to the promo
tion of the International Year of Peace;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session on the implementa
tion of the programme of the.International Year of Peace;

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "International Year of
Peace".

70th plenary meeting
11 November 1985

40/11. Right of peoples to peace

The General Assembly,
Bearing in mind that the year 1986 was proclaimed the

International Year of Peace,
Recalling that the principal aim of establishing the

United Nations forty years ago, as enshrined in the Char
ter, was to save succeeding generations from the scourge of
war,

Reaffirming the strong resolve of peoples to maintain
and strengthen international peace and security,

Recalling its Declaration on the Right of Peoples to
Peace, approved on 12 November 1984,21

Recalling further that, pursuant to the Declaration, all
States and international organizations are urged to do their
utmost to contribute to the implementation of the right of
peoples to peace,

Bearing in mind that peace is an inalienable right of
every human being and that, in the Proclamation of the
International Year of Peace approved on 24 October
1985,18 the General Assembly, having reaffirmed that
peace constitutes a universal ideal, called upon all peoples
to join with the United Nations in resolute efforts to safe
guard peace and the future of humanity,

Taking note of the programme for the International
Year of Peace,22

I. Calls upon all States and international organjzations
to do their utmost to implement the provisions of the Dec
laration on the Right of Peoples to Peace;

2. Requests the Secretary-General, when submitting
his report on the implementation of the programme for the
International Year of Peace, to report on the measures
taken by Member States and international organizations in

21 Resolution 39/11. annex.
22 A/40/669 and Add.l. annex I.

the implementation of the Declaration on the Right of
Peoples to Peace.

70th plenary meeting
1/ November 1985

40/12. The situation in Mghanistan and its implica
tions for international peace and secUI'ity

The General Assembly,
Having considered the item entitled "The situation in

Afghanistan and its implications for international peace
and security",

Recalling its resolutions ES-6/2 of 14 January 1980. 35/
37 of 20 November 1980. 36/34 of 18 November 1981.
37/37 of29 November 1982, 38/29 of23 November 1983
and 39/13 of IS November 1984,

Reqffirming the purposes and principles of the Ch~er
of the United Nations and the obligation of all States to
refrain in their international relations from the threat or
use of force against the sovereignty, territorial integrity
and political independence of any State.

Reaffirmingfurther the inalienable right ofall peoples to
determine their own form of government and to choose
their own economic, political and social system free from
outside intervention, subversion, coercion or constraint of
any kind whatsoever,

Gravely concernedat the continuing foreign armed inter
vention in Afghanistan, in contravention of the above
principles, and its serious implications for international
peace and security.

Noting the increasing concern of the international com
munity over the continued and serious sufferings of the
Afghan people and over the magnitude of social and eco
nomic problems posed to Pakistan and Iran by the pres
ence on their soil of millions of Afghan refugees, and the
continuing increase in their numbers,

Deeply conscious of the urgent need for a political solu
tion of the grave situation in respect of Afghanistan,

Taking note ofthe report of the Secretary-General,23 and
the status of the diplomatic process initiated by him,

Recognizing the importance of the initiatives of the
OrganiZl'ltion of the Islamic Conference and the efforts of
the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries for a political
solution of the situation in respect of Afghanistan,

I. Reiterates that the preservation of the sovereignty.
territorial integrity. political independence and non
aligned character of Afghanistan is essential for a peaceful
solution of the problem;

2. Reaffirms the right of the Afghan people to deter
mine their own form of government and to choose their
economic, political and social system free from outside
intervention, subversion, coercion or constraint of any
kind whatsoever;

3. Calls for the immediate withdrawal of the foreign
troops from Afghanistan;

4. Calls upon all parties concerned to work for the
urgent achievement of a political solution, in accordance
with the provisions of the present resolution, and the crea
tion of the necessary conditions which would enable the
Afghan refugees to return voluntarily to their homes in
safety and honour;

5. Renews its appeal to all States and national and
international organizations to continue to extend humani
tarian relief assistance with a view to alleviating the hard-

23A/401709.S/17527. For the printed text. see Official Records of the
Secur;t)' Council, Fortieth Year. Supplement for October•.Nol·ember and
December /985. document 8117527. .
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ship of the Afghan refugees, in co-ordination with the
United ,Nations High Commissioner for Refugees;

6. .'Expresses its appreciation and support for the efforts
and constructive steps t"\l<en by the Secretary-General,
especially the diplomati\i lJrocess initiated by him, in the
search for a solution to the problem;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to continue those
efforts with a view to promoting a political solution, in
accordance with the provisions of the present resolution,
and the exploration of securing appropriate guarantees for
the non-use offorce, or threat offorce, against the political
independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and secu
rity ofall neighbouring States, on the basis ofmutual guar
antees and strict non-interference in each other's internal
atrairs and with full regard for the principles of the Charter
of the United Nations;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to keep Member
States and the Security Council concurrently informed of
progress towards the implementation ofthe present resolu
tion and to submit to Member States a report on the situa
tion at the earliest appropriate opportunity;

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "The situation in
Mghanistan and its implications for international peace
and security".

74th plenary meeting
13 November 1985

40/13. Iaiernational relief to Colombia
The General Assembly,
Deeply distressed by the loss of lives, the number of

afllieted persons and the enormous destruction wrought by
the volcanic activity ofNevado del Ruiz, affecting areas of
the departments ofCaldas, Tolima and Valle del Cauca in
Colombia,

Noting the efforts of the Government and people of
Colombia to save lives and alleviate the sufferings of the
victims of this natural disaster,

Considering the enormous effort that will be required to
alleviate the grave situation caused by this natural disaster,
Reco~iz~ng tha~ the magnitude of the catastrophe 8:"d

its effects will reqUIre, as a complement to the effort bemg
made by the people and Government ofColombia, a dem
onstration of international solidarity to ensure the neces
sary multilateral co-operation in order to meet the imme
diate emergency in the affected areas, as well as to
undertake the task of reconstruction,

l. Expresses its solidarity and support to the Govern
ment and people of Colombia in this tragedy;

2. Expresses its appreciation to the States, interna
tional and regional agencies, non-governmental organiza
tions and individuals providing emergency relief to
Colombia; .

3. Calls upon the Governments of the Member States
to contribute generously to the relief and reconstruction
efforts in the affected areas and, to the extent possible, to
channel their assistance through the United Nations sys
tem;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to mobilize
resources in order to assist in the relief and reconstruction
task of the Government of Colombia;

5. Also requests the Secretary-General to co-ordinate
the multilateral assistance and, in consultation with the

24 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organizati9n,
Records ofthe General Conference. Sixteenth Session, vot. I, Resolutions; p.
135.

Government of Colombia, to determine the emergency
and reconstruction needs of the affected areas.

79th plenary meeting
15 November 1985

40/19. Return or restitution of cultural property to
the countries of origin

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 3026 A (XXVII) of 18 Decem

ber 1972, 3148 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973, 3187
(XXVIII) of 18 December 1973, 3391 (XXX) of 19
November 1975, 31/40 of 30 November 1976,32/18 of
II November 1977, 33/50 of 14 December 1978, 34/64 of
29 November 1979,35/127 and 35/128 of II December
1980, 36/64 of 27 November 1981 and 38/34 of 25
November 1983,

Recalling also the Convention on the Means of Prohibi
ting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer
of Ownership of Cultural PrOperty,24 adopted on 14
November 1970 by the General Conference ofthe United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,

Taking note with satisfaction of the report of the Secre
tary-General submitted in co-operation with the Director
General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization,25

Noting with satisfaction that following its appeal other
Member States have become parties to the Convention on
the Means ofProhibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import,
Export and Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property,

Aware of the importance attached by the countries of
origin to the return ofcultural property which is of funda
mental spiritual and cultural value to them, so that they
may constitute collections representative of their cultural
heritage,

Noting with satisfaction that some countries have tak~n

positive steps towards the return or restitution of museum
pieces, archives and objets d'art to their countries oforigin,

Reaffirming the importance of inventories as an essen
tial tool for the understanding and protection of cultural
property and for the identification of dispersed heritage
and as a contribution to the advancement of scientific and
artistic knowledge and intercultural communication,

Deeply concerned at the clandestine excavations and the
illicit traffic in cultural property that.continue to impover
ish the cultural heritage of all peoples,

Supporting the solemn apPeal made on 7 June 1978 by
the Director-General of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization for the return of irre
placeable cultural heritage to those who created it,

I. Commends the United Nations Educational, Scien
tific and Cultural Organization and the Intergovernmental
Committee for Promoting the Return ofCultural Property
to its Countries of Origin or its Restitution in case of
Illicit Appropriation on the work they have accomplished,
in particular through the promotion of bilateral negotia
tions, for the return or restitution ofcultural property, tile
preparation of inventories of movable cultural property,
the reduction of illicit traffic in cultural property and the
dissemination of information to the public;

I 2. Reaffirms that the restitution to a country of its
·objets d'art, monuments, museum pieces, archives, manu
scripts, documents and any other cultural or artistic
treasures contributes to the strengthening of international
co-operation and to the preservation and flowering of uni-

25 A/40/344.
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versal cultural values through fruitft.d co-operation
between developed and developing countries;

3. Recommends that Member States adopt or
strengthen the necessary protective legislation with regard
to their own heritage and that of other peoples;

4. Invites Member States to continue drawing up, in
co-operation with the United Nations Educational, Scien
tific and Cultural Organization, systematic inventories of
cultural property existing in their territory and of their cul
tural property abroad;

S. Also invites Member States engaged in seeking the
recovery ofcultural and artistic treasures from the sea-bed,
in accordance with international law, to facilitate by
mutually acceptable conditions the participation of States
having a historical and cultural link with those treasures;

6. Appeals to Member States to co-operate closely with
the Intergovernmental Committee for Promoting the
Return of Cultural Property to its Countries of Origin or
its Restitution in Case of Illicit Appropriation and to con
clude bilateral agreements for this purpose;

7. Also appeals to Member States to encourage the
mass information media and educational and cultural
institutions to strive to arouse a greater and more general
awareness with regard to the return or restitution of cul
tural property to its country of origin;

8. Endorses the opinion expressed at the World Con
ference OD Cultural Policies, held at Mexico City from 26
July to 6 August 1982, that the return of cultural property
to its country of origin should be accompanied by the
training of key personnel and technicians and the provi
sion of the necessary facilities for the satisfactory conser
vation and presentation of the property restored;26

9. Welcomes the steady increase in the number of
States parties to the Convention on the Means of Prohibi
ting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer
of Ownership of Cultural Property;

10. Invites once again those Member States that have
not yet done so to sign and ratify the Convention;

11. Requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation
with the Director-General of the United Nations Educa
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization, to submit to
the General Assembly at its forty-second session a report
on the implementation of the present resolution;

12. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-second session the item entitled "Return or restitu
tion of cultural property to the countries of origin".

87th plenary meeting
21 November 1985

40/20. Co-operation between the United Nations
and the Organization of African Unity

The General Assembly,
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General

on co-operation between the United Nations and the
Organization of African Unity,2'

Recalling its previous resolutions on the promotion of
co-operation between the United Nations and the Organi
zation of African Unity and the practical measures taken
for their implementation, in particular resolution 39/8 of8
November 1984, and its resolution 39/29 of 3 December
1984 on the critical economic situation in Africa and the
Declaration annexed thereto,

26 Sec A/38/4S6. p. 12, para. 17.
27 A/40/S36.
28 See A/40/666.
29 Ibid.• anncx I. declaration AHG/DecI.I (XXI).

Taking note of the relevant resolutions, decisions and
declarations adopted by the Council of Ministers of the
Organization of African Unity at its forty-second ordinary
session and by the Assembly of Heads of State and Gov
ernment of that organization at its twenty-first ordinary
session, which were held at Addis Ababa from 10 to 17
July and from 18 to 20 July 1985, respectively,28

Taking note also ofthe resolutions, decisions and decla
rations adopted by the Organization of African Unity on
the promotion of co-operation between the United
Nations and the Organization of African Unity,

Noting, in particular, the Declaration on the Economic
Situation in Africa and Africa's Priority Programme for
Economic Recovery 1986-1990, annexed thereto, adopted
by the Assembly of Heads ofState and Government of the
Organization ofAfrican Unity at its twer.ty-first session,29
which was devoted mainly to the critical economic situa-
tion in Africa, .

Considering the important statement by the current
Chairman of the Assembly of Heads ofState and Govern
ment of the Organization of African Unity of 21 October
1985,30 particularly with regard to the critical economic
situation in Africa as well as other matters of concern to
the two organizations,

Gravely concerned about the serious and deteriorating
economic situation in Africa, in particular the effects ofthe
prolonged drought, desertification and the adverse effects
of the international economic environment on the African
States,

Recalling, in this connection, the Lagos Plan of Action
for the Implementation of the Monrovia Strategy for the
Economic Development of Africa, adopted by the Assem
bly of Heads ofState and Government of the Organization
of African Unity at its second extraordinary session, held
at Lagos on 28 and 29 April 1980,31

Recognizing the need for closer co-operation between
the Organization ofAfrican Unity and all specialized agen
cies, organizations and bodies of the United Nations sys
tem in realizing the goals and objectives set forth in the
Lagos Plan of Action,

Gravely concerned at the deteriorating situation in
southern Africa arising from the continued domination of
the peoples of the area by the minority racist regime of
South Africa and conscious of the need to provide
increased assistance to the peoples of the region and to
their liberation movements in their struggle against colo
nialism, racial discrimination and apartheid,

Conscious of its responsibilities to provide economic,
material and humanitarian assistance to independent
States in southern Africa to help them cope with the situa
tion caused by the acts of aggression committed against
their territories by the apartheid regime of South Africa,

Deeply concerned at the gravity of the situation of the
refugees in Africa and the urgent need for increased inter
national assistance to help AfriCan countries of asylum
cope with the heavy social, economic and administrative
burden imposed on their fragile economies,

Recognizing the important role which the various infor
mation units and departments of the United Nations sys
tem can play in disseminating information to bring about
a greater awareness of the grave situation prevailing in
southern Africa as well as the social and economic prob
lems and the needs ofAfrican States and their regional and
subregional institutions,

30 See O.f/il:ial ReCords ofthe General Assembly. Fortieth Session, Plenary
Meetings, 42nd meeting.

31.A/SoII/14, annex I.
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Aware of the need for continuous liaison, consultations
on matters of common concern, exchange of information
at the secretariat level and technical co-operation on such
matters as training and research between the Organization
of African Unity and the United Nations,

1. "Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on
co-operation between the United Nations and the Organi
zation of Mrican Unity and commends his efforts to
strengthen such co-operation;

2. Notes with appreciation the increasing and con
tinued 'participation of the Organization of African Unity
in the work of the United Nations and the specialized
agencies and its constructive contribution to that work;

3. Commends the continued efforts of the Organiza
tion ofAfrican Unity to promote multilateral co-operation
among African States and to find solutions to African
problems-of vital importance to the international commu
nity and notes with satisfaction the increased collaboration
of.various organizat~ons of the United Nations system in
support of those efforts;

4. Reaffirms the determination of the United Nations
to work closely with the Organization of African Unity
towards the establishment of the new international econo
mic order in accordance with the resolutions adopted by
the General Assembly and, in that regard, to take full
account of the Lagos Plan of Action for the Implementa
tion of the Monrovia Strategy for the Economic Develop
ment of Africa and Africa's Priority Programme for Eco
nomic Recovery 1986-1990, adopted by the Assembly of
Heads of State and Government of the Organization of
African Unity at its twenty-first session, in the implemen
tation of the International Development Strategy for the
Third United Nations Development Decade;32

5. Calls upon all Member States and regional and
international organizatio~s, in particular those of the
United Nations system, to implement .fully General
Assembly resolution 39/29 on the critical economic situa
tion in Africa and the Declaration annexed thereto;

6. Also calls upon all Member States, and regional and
international organizations, in particular those of the
United Nations system, to give their maximum support to
Africa'sPriority 'Programme for Economic Recovery
1986-1990;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to draw the atten
tion of the specialized agencies and other organizations of
the United Nations system to the need to give increasingly
wide publicity to all matters relating to the sociallmd eco
nomic development of Africa, in particular to General
Assembly resolution 39/29 on the critical economic situa
tion in Mrica and the Declaration annexed thereto;

8. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for the timely initiative he has taken to alert the interna
tional community to the critical economic and social situ
ation in Africa and welcomes, the measures he has taken to
facilitate international co-operation and co-ordination to
assist Africa, in particular through the establishment of the
Office for Emergency Operations in Africa;

9. Commends the Office for Emergency Operations in
Africa for its efforts to sensitize the international commu
nity. to the emergen~y, situation in Africa, to co-ordinate
the efforts of the international community and to monitor r

the. situation in the affected African countries;
·10. 'Expresses its appreciation to donor countries, the

European Economic Community and other intergovern
mental and non-governmental organizations for their par
ticipation in the round table and consultative groups and

32 Resolution 35/56, annex,

for their response to the emergency food situation in
Africa;

11. Expresses its appreciation also to the United
Nations Development Programme, the Office of the
United Nations Disaster ReliefCo~ordinator,the World
Food Programme, the Food and Agriculture Oiganization
ofthe United Nations, the World Health Organization, the
United Nations Children's Fund and the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees for the assistance so far
rendered to the African States in dealing with the emer
gency situation as well as with the critical economic prob-
lems that exist on the African continent; .

12. Cails upon all Member States and organizations of
the United Nations system to increase their assistance to
the African States affected by serious economic problems,
in particular problems ofdisplaced persons resulting from
natural and other disasters, by implementing fully General
Assembly resolution 39/29 and Africa's Priority Pro
gramme for Economic Recovery 1986-1990;

13. Invites the Secretary-General to continue his com
mendable efforts in alerting and sensitizing the interna
tional community to the plight of Mrican countries, in
mobilizing additional assistance to Africa, in co-ordinating
the activities of the United Nations system in Africa,·IUld
in monitoring the situation and presenting periodic teports
thereon; .

14. Reiterates its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for his efforts, on behalf of the international c()mmunity,
to organize and mobilize special programmes of'~onomic
assistance for African States experiencing grave eConomic
difficulties, as wen as for the front-line States and other
independent States of southern Africa, to help them cope
with the situation aLUsed by the acts ofaggression commit
ted against their territories by the apartheid regime of
South Africa;

15. Expresses its appreciation to the World Bank, the
United Nations Development Programme and other inter
estedinternational financial institutions for their response
to the critical economic situation in Africa as well as their
assistance in the orgaDization of round table and donor
conferences in favour of the least developed countries of
Africa, as well as in the implementation of those special
programmes of economic assistanCe;

16. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to keep
the Organization ofAfrican Unity informed periodically of
the response of the international community to those spe
cial programmes ofeconomic assistance and to continue to
co-ordinate efforts with an similar programmes' initiated
by that organization;: . :.....

17. Calls upon the international community to provide
generous assistance on· a long-term basis to all African
States anected by the economic crisis, particularly t~ose

suffering calamities such as drought and 80od, in accord
ance with General Assembly resolution 39/29 and Africa's
Priority Programme for Economic Recovery '1986-1990;

18. Reiterates the determination of the United
Nations, in co-operation with the Organization of African
Unity, to intensifY its efforts to eliminate colonialism,
racial discrimination and apartheid in southern Africa;

19. Requests the Secretary-General to take the neces
sary measures to strengthen co-operation at the political,
economic, cultural and administrative levels between the
United Nations and the Organization of African Unity in
accordance with the relevant resolutions of the General
Assembly, particularly with regard to the provision of
assistance to the victims of colonialism and apartheid in
southern Africa, and, in this connection, draws once again
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the attention of the international community to the need
to contribute to the Assistance Fund for the Struggle
against Colonialism and Apartheid established by the
Organization of African Unity;

20. Urges the specialized agencies and other organiza
tions concerned within the United Nations system to con
tinue to expand their co-o~rationwith the Organization
ofAfrican Unity and, through it, their assistance to the lib
eration movements recognized by that organization;

21. Reaffirms its willingness to co-operate with the
Organization ofAfrican Unity and its organs in the imple
mentation of resolutions and decisions of mutual concern;

22. Calls upon the competent organs, specialized agen
cies and other organizations of the United Nations system
to continue to ensure that their personnel and recruitment
policies provide for the just and equitable representation
of Africa at all levels at their respective headquarters and
in their regional and field operations;

23. Urges all Member States and regional and interna
tional organizations, in particular those of the United
N~tions system, and non-governmental organizations to
provide .material and economic assistance to help African
countries of asylum cope with the heavy burden imposed
on their limited resources and weak infrastructures by Lie
presence of large numbers of refugees;

24. Invites Member States and regional and interna
tional organizations, in particular those of the United
Nations system, and non-governmental organizations to
contribute generously and effectively to the implementa
tion of the Declaration and Programme of Action of the
Second International Conference on Assistance to Refu
gees in Africa;33

25. Calls upon United Nations organs - in particular
the Security Council, the Economic and Social Council,
the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, the Spe
cial Committee against Apartheid and the Unilled Nations
Council for Namibia - to continue to associate closely the
Organization of African Unity with all their work con
cemingAfrica;

26. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that ade
quate facilities continue to be made available to facilitate
continued liaison and consultations· on matters of
common interest as well as for the provision of technical
assistance to the General Secretariat ofthe Organization of
African Unity, as required;

27. Also requests the Secretary-General, in consulta
tion with the Secretary-General Qf the Organization of
African Unity, to arrange the date and venue for the next
meeting between representatives of the General Secretariat
of that organization and the secretariats of the United
Nations and other organizations of the United Nations
system;

28. Further requests the Secretary-General to report to
the General Assembly at its forty-first session 90 the
implementation ofthe present resolution and on the devel
opment of co-operation between the Organization of
African Unity and the organizations concerned within the
United Nations system.

87th plenary meeting
21 November 1985

33 A/39/402, annex.
34 See also sect. I, footnote 7, and sect. X.B.6, decision 40/410.

40/21. Question of the Falkland Islands (MaIvi-
nas)34 ,~ .•

The General Assembly,
Having considered the question of the Falkland Islands

(Malvinas) and having received the report ofthe Secretary
General,35

Aware of the interest of the international community in
the peaceful and definitive settlement by the Governments
of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland ofall their differences, in acco~ce
with the Charter of the United Nations,

Taking note of the interest repeatedly expressed by both
parties in normalizing their relations,

Convinced that such purpose would be facilitated by a
global negotiation between both Governments that will
allow them to rebuild mutual confidence on a solid basis
and to resolve the pending problems, including all aspecp;
on the future of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas),

I. Requests the Governments of Argentina and the
United Kingdom ofGreat Britain and Northern Ireland to
initiate negotiations with a view to finding the means to
resolve peacefully and definitively the pending problems
between both countries, including all aspects on the future
of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas), in accordance with the
Charter of the United Nations;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to continue his
renewed mission ofgood offices in order to assist the par
ties in complying with the request made in paragraph !
above, and to take the necessary measures to that end;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to llubmit to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session a report on the
progress made in the implementation of the present reso
lution;

4. Decides to include in the provision.~1 agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Question of the Falk
land Islands (Malyinas)".

95th plenary meeting
27 November 1985

40/40. Critical economic situation in Africa
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 39129 of 3 December 1984, and

the Declaration on the Critical Economic Situation in
Africa annexed thereto,

Noting the Declaration on the Economic Situation in
Africa and Africa's Priority Programme for Economic
Recovery 1986-1990, annexed thereto, adopted by the
Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the
Organization of African Unity at its twenty-first ordinary
session, held at Addis Ababa from 18 to 20 July 1985,29

Noting further Economic and Social Council resolution
1985/80 of 26 July 1985, .

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
on the critical economic situation in Africa,36

Expressing its appreciation to the international commu
nity and the United Nations system for their positive
response to the emergency situation in Africa and recog
nizing the need to continue to extend that support to fulfil
unmet emergency needs,

CommeniJihg the' secretary-General for his continuing
efforts in ensuring that the emergency assistance by the
United Nations system and the international community
is delivered to affected countries in a concerted manner,

35 AI40/891.
36 A/40/372-ElI98SII04 and Add. I and 2.



37 l?1/icial Records. of the General Assembly. Fortieth Session. Plenary 38 Resolution 2625 (XXV), annex.
Meetmgs, 36th meeting.

•..-
General Assembly-Fortietb SesaJoa

98th plenary meeting
2 December 1985

. Gra.vei'y. coYlcer!'ed that, even if the current emergency 40/56. Twenty-fifth anniversary of the Declaration
SItuation IS alleVlated, the structural economic problems on the Gnnting of Independence to Colonial
~ continue to crip.ple African economies and might pre- Countries and Peoples
ClP1tate recurrent cnses,

Alarmed by. the forecasts that indicate for Africa stag- The General Assembly,
nantor.negative ~owth rates, declining per capita food Recalling the. Declarati~n on the Granting of Indepen-
production, escalating debt burden and the serious effects dence to Colomal Countnes and Peoples contained in its
ofdrought and desertification, resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960,

Recognizingfully the need to focus attention and efforts Havi'!g held, .in the year .of the fortieth anniversary of
on the rehabilitation and medium-term and long-term the UOlted Nations, a SpeC1al plenary meeting in observ-
development problems of the African countries, ance of the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Declaration on

1. Takes note ofthe Declaration on the Economic Situ- the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
atio~ in Africa and Africa's Priority Programme for Eeo- Peoples,37
nomic Recovery 1986-1990, adopted by the Assembly of Recalling the provisions of the Charter of the United
H~ds of S~te a~d Government of the Organization of Nations, in which the peoples of the world proclaimed
African UOlty at Its twenty-first session; their determination to reaffirm faith in fundamental

2.' Decides to convene a special session of the General human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human
Assembly at the ministerial level to consider in depth the person and in the equal rights of men and women and of
critical economic situation in Africa, to be held in New nations large and small and to promote social progress and
York from 27 to 31 May 1986; better standards of life in larger freedom,

3. Decides also that the special session of the General Recalling also the relevant provisions ofthe Declaration
A~sembly on the critical economic situation in Africa on PJ:inciples of Interna~onal Law concerning Friendly
should focus, in a comprehensive and integrated manner R~la~ons and Co-operation among States in accordance
on the rehabilitation and medium-term and long-te~ WIth the Charter of the United Nations,38
development problems and challenges facing Mrican Recalling its resolutions 2621 (XXV) of 12 October
co~tries, with a view to promoting and adopting action- 1970, containing the programme of action for the full
onented and concerted measures; implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of

4. Decides further to establish a Preparatory Commit- Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and 35/
tee of the Whole for the Special Session of the General 118 of II December 1980, the annex to which contains the
Assembly on the Critical Economic Situation in Africa Plan ofAction for the Full Implementation ofthe Declara-
that would undertake the necessary preparations to ensure tion,
the success of the session; Considering that the process of national liberation is

5. Requests the Secretary-General to take appropriate i~sistible and irreversible, and recalling that the Declara-
m~ures to facilitate the work of the Preparatory Com- tlOn so~~mnly proclaimed the necessity speedily and
rntttee; unconditionally to put an end to colonialism in all its

forms and manifestations,
6. Further requests the Secretary-General, in close co-

operation with the relevant organs, Organizations and Recognizing the significant and commendable role
bodies ofthe United Nations system, to submit to the Pre- played by the United.Na~ions, since its very inception, in
para~ory C<?mmittee and to the General Assembly at its the. field. of d~coloDlzatlOn and noting the emergence,
specIal session reports containing action-oriented propo- durmg thiS penod, of about one hundred States into sov-
sals to deal with the critical economic situation in Africc. ereign existence,
particularly the major developmental areas identified i~ Noting with satisfaction, in pat1icular, that during the
the Declaration on the Critical Economic Situation in past twenty-five years a large number of former colonial
Africa annexed to Assembly resolution 39/29, taking fully Territories have achieved independence mainly through
into account the priorities set by the Assembly of Heads of the courageous Iibera~ion struggle carried out by the
State and Government of the Organization of African peoples of those countnes, led by their national liberation
Unity at its twenty-first session; movements, and that many former Trust andNon~Self-

7. Commends the international community for its val- Governing Territories have exercised their right. to self-
uable support and positive response to the emergency situ- determination and independence in accordance with the
ation in Africa, and appeals to it to continue these efforts Declaration,
and to give its support for the full implementation ofreso- Noting also with satisfaction the important contribution
lution 39/29 and the Declaration annexed thereto; made by the Special Committee cn the Situation with

8. Commends the Secretary-General for his valuable regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the
effo~ in ensuring the co-ordinated response of the United Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Nations system and the international community to the Peoples in furthering the aims and objectives ofthe Decla-
emeqency situation in Africa; ration with a view to the liberation of peoples from colo

nial rule,
9. Requests the Secretary-General, in implementing

resolution 39/29 and the Declaration annexed thereto to Noti'!gfurther with satisfaction the active and important
continue to monitor the emergency situation, to assess 'the role bemg played by former colonial Territories, as States
needs and responses, to maintain the system's capacity to Members of the United Nations and members ofthe other
respon~ to the continuing emergency in the affected I ~rganizations of the United Nations system in the realiza-
countries, and to report to the General Assembly at its t10n of the purposes and principles of the Charter the
forty-first session. preservation of international peace and security decoioni

zation and the promotion ofhuman progress, as 'well as the
profound impact thereof on contemporary international
relations,
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Conscious ofthe fact that the Declaration has played an
important role in assisting the peoples under colonial rule
and will continue to serve as an inspiration in their efforts
to achieve self-de.ermination and independence in accord
ance with the Charter and in mobilizing world public opin
ion for the complete elimination of colonialism in all its
forms and manifestations,

Deeply concerned at the fact that, twenty-five years after
the adoption of the Declaration, colonialism in the world
has not yet been totally eradicated, particularly in
Namibia,

Strongly condemning the continuing illegal occupation
of NEilllibia and the colonial oppression of its people by
the racist ~me of Pretoria, which completely disregards
the inalienable right ofthe people ofNamibia to self-deter
mination and independence,

Reaffirming that all peoples have the right to self-deter
minatioll and independence and that the subjection of
peopl~ to colonial domination constitutes a denial of fun
damental human rights and is a serious impediment to the
maintenance of international peace and security and the
development of peaceful relations among nations,

Increasingly aware of the importance of economic,
social and cultural development and self-reliance of colo
nial countries and peoples for the attainment and consoli
dation of genuine independence,

Convinced that the total eradication ofracial discrimina
tion, apartheid and violations of the basic human rights of
the peoples in the remaining colonial Territories, particu
larly in Namibia, will be achieved peacefully and most
expeditiously by the faithful and complete implementation
of the Declaration,

Determined to take effective measures leading to the
complete and unconditional elimination of colonialism in
all its forms and manifestations without further delay,

I. Reaffirms the inalienable right of all peoples under
colonial rule to self-determination and independence in
accordance with the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, contained in
General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV);

2. Declares that the continuation of colonialism in all
its forms and manifestations, including racism and apart
heid, is incompatible with the Charter of the United
Nations, the Declaration and the principles of interna
tionallaw;

3. Expresses its conviction that the twenty·,fifth anni
versary :If the Declaration should provide an opportunity
for Member States to rededicate themselves to the princi
ples and objectives enunciated in that document and for
concerted efforts to be made to remove the last vestiges of
colonialism in all'regions of the world;

4. 8.trongly condemns South Africa's continued illegal
occupation ofNamibia, its defiance ofUnited Nations res
olutions, its brutal repression of the Namibian people, its
aggressive activities and acts of destabilization against
neighbouring independent African States and its policies
of apartheid, as well as its acquisition of nuclear-weapon
capability, which constitute a threat to international peace
and sec~ty;

S. Calls upon Member States, in particular colonial
Powers, to take effective steps with a view to the complete,
unconditional and speedy eradication ofcolonialism in all
its forms and manifestations and to the faithful and strict
observ~Ce of the relevant provisions of the Charter; the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples and the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights,39 as weU as other relevant resolutions and

39 Resolution 2J7 A (Ill),

decisions of the General Assembly and those of the Secu-
rity Council; ,

6. Urges Member States to do their utmost to promote,
in the United Nations and the specialized agencies and
other organizations ofthe United Nations system, effective
measures for the full and speedy implementation of the
Declaration in all colonial Territories to which the Decla
ration applies;

7. Calls upon Member States to render, as a matter of
urgency, all mom! and material assistance to the peopl~s

under colonial rule in their struggle to exercise their right
to self-determination and independence, in accordance
with the Charter and the Declaration;

8. Urges the administering Powers and other Member
States to ensure that the activities of foreign economic and
other interests in colonial Territories do not run counter to
the interests of the inhabitants of those Territories and do
not impede the implementation of the Declaration;

9. Requests Member States to take legislative, adminis
trative or other measures in respect of their nationals and
the bodies corporate under their jurisdiction that illegally
own and operate enterprises, including transnational cor
porations, in the international Territory of Namibia in
order to put an end to such operations;

10. Urges Member States to discontinue all economic,
financial, trade and other relations with the racist minority
regime of South .A~frica in respect of Namibia and to
refrain from entering into any relations with South Africa
which may lend legitimacy or support to its continued ille
gal occupation of that Territory;

11. Requests Member States, as well as the organiza
tions of the United Nations system, to ensure that the per
manent sovereignty of the colonial Territories over their
natural resources is fully respected and safeguarded;

12. Reaffirms that all administering Powers are
obliged, under the Charter and in accordance with the
Declaration, to create economic, social and other condi
tions in the Territories under their administration which
will enable those Territories to achieve genuine indepen
dence and economic self-reliance;

13. Requests the administering Powers concerned to
adopt the necessary measures to discourage or prevent any
systematic influx ofimmigrants and settlers into the Terri
tories under their administration which might disrupt the
demographic composition of those Territories and prevent
the genuine exercise of the right to self-determination and
independence by their peoples, and to avoid any forced
displacement, complete or partial, of the population of
colonial Territories;

14. Further requests the administering Powers to pre
serve the cultural identity, as well as the national unity, of
the Territories under their administration and to
encourage the full development of the indigenous culture,
with a view to facilitating the unfettered exercise of the
right to self-determination and independence by the
peoples of those Territories;

IS. Reaffirms its strong conviction that the presence of
all kinds ofmilitary bases and installations in colonial Ter
ritories could constitute a major obstacle to the implemen
tation of the Declaration and that it is the responsibility of
the administering Powers concerned to ensure that the
existence of such bases and installations does not hinder
the peoples of the Territories from exercising their right to
self-determination and independence in conformity with
the purposes and principles of the Charter and the Decla
ration;
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16. Calls upon the administeling Powers concerned to
continue to take all necessary measures not to involve
those Territories in any offensive acts or interference
against other States and to comply fully with the purposes
and principles of the Charter, the Declaration and the res
olutions and decisions of the United Nations relating to
military actbities and arrangements by colonial Powers in
the Territories under their administration;

17. Requests Member States, in particular the adminis
tering Powers, to adopt appropriate measures to prevent
the reeruitment, financing, training and tmnsit of mercen..
aries in their territories for use against the nationallibera
tion movements struggling for freedom and independence
from the yoke of colonialism, racism and apartheid;

18. Considers it incumbent upon the United Nations
to continue to play an active role in the process ofdecolo
nization and to intensifY its efforts for the widest possible
dissemination of information on decc!onization, with a
view to the further mobilization of international public
opinion in support of complete decolonization;

19. Urges Member States to ensure the full and speedy
implementation of the Declaration contained in General
Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) and other relevant resolu
tions of the United Nations;

20. Invites the Security Council to continue to give
special attention to the situation in and around Namibia
and to consider imposing mandatory sanctions against
South Africa under Chapter VII of the Charter;

21. Requests the specialized agencies and other organi
zations of the United Nations system to render, or con
tinue to render, within their respective spheres of compe
tence, all possible moral and material assistance to the
peoples ofthe colonial Territories and to their national lib
eration movements, to take measures to withhold from the
apartheid regime ofSouth Africa any form ofcollaboration
or assistance in the financial, economic and technical fields
and to discontinue all support to that regime until the
people of Namibia have exercised their right to self-deter
mination and independence in a united Namibia and until
apartheid has been eradicated and a non-racial, united and
democratic Statei:lased on the will of all South African
people. has been established in accordance with the rele
vant resolutions and decisions of the General Assembly
and the Security Council;

22. Invites non-governmental organizations having a
special interest in the field of decolonization to intensifY
their activities in co-operation with the United Nations;

23. Requests the Special Committee on the Situation
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples to continue to examine the full compliance of all
States with resolution 1514 (XV) and other relevant reso
lutions on the question ofdecolonization, to seek the most
suitable ways for the speedy and total application of the
Declaration to all Territories to which it applies and to
propose to the General Assembly specific measures for the
complete implementation of the Declaration in the
remaining colonial Territories;

24. Invites all States to co-operate fully with the Spe
cial Committee in the complete fulfilment of its mandate.

99th plenary meeting
2 December 1985

40 O.f/icial Records ofthe General Assembly, Fonieth Session, Supplement
No.2.f(Al40123).

41 Ibid.• chap. IX. para. 12.

40/57. Implementation of the DeclQl"ation on the
Granting of !ndependence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples

The General Assembly,
Having examined the report of the Special Committee

on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples,40

Recalling its resolt.\tions 1514 (XV) of 11 December
1960, containing tii~ D...~laration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial COl1Iltrles and Peoples, 2621 (XXV)
of 12 October 1970, containing the programme of action
for the full implementation of the Declaration, and 35/118
of 11 December 1980, the annex to which contains the
Plan ofAction for the Full Implementation ofthe Declara
tion,

Recalling all its previous resolutions concerning the
implementation of the Declaration, in particular resolu
tion 39/91 of 14 December 1984, as well as the relevant
resolutions of the Security Council,

Having adopted resolution 40/56 of 2 December 1985
on the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples,

Reiterating its conviction that the total eradication of
racial discrimination, apartheid and violations of the basic
human rights of the peoples of colonial Territories will be
achieved most expeditiously by the faithful and complete
implementation of the Declaration, particularly in
Namibia, and by the speediest possible complete elimina
tion of the presence of the illegal occupying regime there
from,

Recalling the consensus on Namibia, adopted by the
Special Committee at its extraordinary session held at
Tunis from 13 to 17 May 198541 and the relevant provi
sions of the Declaration and Programme of Action con
tained in the Final Document adopted by the United
Nations Council for Namibia at its extraordinary plenary
meetings held at Vienna from 3 to 7 June 1985,42

Condemning the continued colonialist and racist repres
sion of millions of Africans, particularly in Namibia, by
the Government of South Africa through its persistent,
illegal occupation of the international Territory and its
intransigent attitude towards all efforts being made to
bring about an internationally acceptable solution to the
situation obtaining in the Territory,

Deeply conscious ofthe u~"gent need to take all necessary
measures to eliminate forthwith the last vestiges of colo
nialism, particularly in respect of Namibia where desper
ate attempts by South Africa to perpetuate its illegal occu
pation have brought untold suffering and bloodshed to the
people,

Strongly condemning the policies of those States which,
in defiance of the relevant resolutions of the United
Nations, have continued to collaborate with the Govern
ment of South Africa in its domination of the people of
Namibia,

Conscious that the success of the national liberation
struggle and the resultant international situation have pro
vided the international community with a unique opportu

I nity to make a decisive contribution towards the total
. elimination of colonialism in all its forms and manifesta

tions in Africa,
Noting with satis/action the work accomplished by the

Special Committee with a view to securing the effective

42 il'fd.• Supplement No. 24 (A140124l, ~ra. 513.
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and complete implementation of the Declaration and the
other relevant resolutions of the United Nations,

Noting also with satisfaction the co-operation and active
participation oftbe administering Powers concerned in the
relevant work of the Special Committee, as well as the
continued readiness of the Governments concerned to
receive United Nations visiting missions in the Territories
under their administration,

Keenly aware of the pressing need of the newly indepen
dent and emerging States for assistance from the United
Nations and its syste••l of organizations in the economic,
social and other fields,

1. Reaffirms its resolution 1514 (XV) and all other res
olutions on decolonization and calls upon the administer
ing Powers, in accordance with those resolutions, to take
all necessary steps to enable the dependent peoples of the
TerritQries concerned to exercise fully and without further
delay their inalienable right to self-determination and
independence;

2. Affirms once again that the continuation ofcolonial
ism in ail its forms and manifestations - including
racism, apartheid, those activities offoreign economic and
other interests contrary to the Charter of the United
Nations and the Declaration. on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, as well as the
violations of the right to self-determination and basic
human rights of the peoples of colonial Territories and
continuous policies and practices to suppress legitimate
national liberation movements - is incompatible with the
Charter, the Universal Declaration ofHuman Rights39 and
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colo
nial Countries and Peoples and poses a serious threat to
international peace and security;

3. Reaffirms its determination to take all necessary
steps with a view to the complete and speedy eradication
ofcolonialism and to the faithful and strict observance by
all ,St&:.tes of the relevant prvvisions of the Charter, the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples and the guiding principles of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights;

4. Affirms once again its recognition of the legitimacy
of the struggle of the peoples under colonial and alien
domination to exercise their right to self-determination
and independence by all the necessary means at their dis
posal;

5. Approves the report of the Special Committee cn the
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Decla
ration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples covering its work during 1985,
including the p~ogramme of work envisaged for 1986;43

6. Calls upon all States, in partkuiar the admiflistering
Powers, as well as the specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system within their
respective spheres ofcompetence, to give effect to the rec
ommendations contained in the report of the Special
Committee for the speedy implementation of the Declara
tion contained in General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV)
and other relevant resolutions of the United Nations;

7. Condemns the continuing activities of foreign eco
nomic and other interests which are impeding the imple
mentation of the Declaration with respect to the colonial
Territories, particularly Namibia;

8. Strongly condemns all collaboration, particularly in
the nuclear and military fields, with the Government of
South Africa and calls upon the States concerned to cease
forthwith all such collaboration;

43 Ibid., Supplement No. 23 (Al40123). chap. I, sect. S.

9. Requests all States, directly and through their action
in the specialized agencies and other organizations.of the
United Nations system, to withhold assistance ofany kind
from the Government ofSouth Africa until the inalienable
right of the people of Namibia to self-determination and
independence within a !!!lited and integrated Namibia,
including Walvis Bay, has been restored, and to refrain
from taking any action which might imply recognition of
the legitimacy ofthe illegal occupation of Namibia by that
regime;

10. Calls upon the colonial Powers to withdraw imme
diately and unconditionally their military bases and instal
lations from colonial Territories, to refrain from estab
lishing new ones and not to involve those Territories in
any offensive acts or interference against other States;

11. Urges all States, directly and through their action
in the specialized agencies and other organizations of the
United Nations system, to provide all moral and material
assistance to the oppressed people of Namibia and, in
respect of the other Territories, requests the administering
Powers, in consultation with the Governments of the Ter
ritories under their administration, to take steps to enlist
and make effective use ofall possible assistance, on both a
bilateral and a multilateral basis, in the strengthening of
the economies of those Territories;

12. Requests the Special Committee to continue to
seek suitable means for the immediate and full implemen
tation of General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) in all
Territories that have not yet attained independence and, in
particular:

(a) To formulate specific proposals for the elimination
of the remaining manifestations of colonialism and to
report thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-first
session;

(b) To make concrete suggestions which could assist
the Security Council in considering appropriate measures
under the Charter with regard to developments in colonial
Territories that are likely to threaten international peace
and security;

(c) To continue to examine the compliance of Member
States with resolution 1514 (XV) and other relevant reso
lutions on decolonization, particularly those relating to
Namibia;

(d) To continue to pay special attention to the small
Territories, in particular through the dispatch of visiting
missions to those Territories whenever the Special Com
mittee deems it appropriate, and to recommend to the
General Assembly the most suitable steps to be taken to
enable the populations of those Territories to exercise their
right to self-determination and independence;

(e) To take all necessary steps to enlist world-wide sup
port among Governments, as well as national and interna
tional organizations having a special interest in decoloni
zation, for the achievement of the objectives of the
Declaration and the implementation of the relevant reso
lutions of the United Nations, particularly as concerns the
oppressed people of Namibia;

13. Calls upon the administering Powers to continue to
co-operate with the Special Committee in the discharge of
its mandate and, in particular, to permit the access ofvisit
ing missions to the Territories to secure first-hand infor
mation and ascertain the wishes and aspirations of their
inhabitants;

14. Requests the Secretary-General and the specialized
agencies and other organizations of the United. Nations
system to provide or continue to provide to the newly
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indtpendent and emerging States all possible assistance in
the economic, social and other fields;

IS. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Spe
cial Committee with the facilities and services required for
the implementation ofthe present resolution, as well as of
the various resolutions and decisions on decolonization
adopted by the General Assembly and the Special Com
mittee.

99th plenary meeting
2 December 1985

40/58. Dissemination of information on decoloRiza
tion

The General Assembly,
Having examined the chapters of the report of the Spe

cial Committee on the Situation with regard to the Imple
mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the
dissemination ofinformation on decolonization and publi
city for the work of the United Nations in the field of
decolonization,44

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting ofInde
penden~ to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all other
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations con
cerning the dissemination of information on decoloniza
tion, in particular General Assembly resolution 39/92 of
14 December 1984,

Reiterating the importance ofpublicity as an instrument
for furthering the aims and purposes of the Declaration
and mindful of the continuing pressing need to take all
possible steps to acquaint world public opinion with all
aspects of the problems of decolonization, with a view to
assisting effectively the peoples of the colonial Territories
to achieve self-determination, freedom and independence,

Aware ofthe increasingly important role being played in
the widespread dissemination ofrelevant information by a
number of non-governmental organizations having a spe
cial interest in decolonization, and noting with satisfaction
the intensified efforts ofthe Special Committee in enlisting
the support of those organizations in that regard,

1. Approves the chapters of the report of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation ofthe Declaration on the Granting ofIndependence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the dissemi
nation of information on decolonization and publicity for
the work of the United Nations in the field ofdecoloniza-
tion; .

2. Considers it incwilbent upon the United Nations to
continue to play an active role in the process of self-deter
mination and independence and to intensify its efforts for
the widest possible dissemination ofinformation on decol
onization, with a view to· the further mobilization of inter
national public opinion in support ofcomplete decoloniza
tion;

3. Requests the Secretary-General, having regard to the
suggestions of the Special Committee, to continue to take
concrete measures through all the media at his disposal,
including publications, radio and television, to give I

",oidespread and continuous publicity to the work of the
United Nations in the field of decolonization, and, inter
alia:

(a) To continue, in consultation with the Special Com
mittee, to collect, prepare and disseminate basic material,

44 Ibid., chaps. 11 and Ill.
4' A/401743.

studies and articles relating to the problems ofdecoloniza
tion and, in particular, to continue to publish the periodi
cal Objective: Justice and other publications, special arti
cles and studies, including the Decolonization series, and
to select from them appropriate material for wider dissem
ination by means of reprints in various languages;

(b) To seek the full co-operation of the administering
Powers concerned in the discharge of the tasks referred to
above;

(c) To intensify the activities of all United Nations
information centres;

(d) To maintain a close working relationship with the
Organization of African Unity by holding periodic consul
tations and by systematically exchanging relevant informa
tion with that organization;

(e) To enlist, with the close co-operation of United
Nations information centres, the support of non-govern
mental organizations having a special interest in decoloni
zation in the dissemination of the relevant information;

(f) To ensure the availability of the necessary facilities
and services to that end;

(g) . To report to the Special Committee on the meas
ures taken in implementation of the present resolution;

4. Requests all States, in particular the administering
Powers, the specialized agencies and other organizations of
the United Nations system and non-governmental organi
zations having a special interest in decolonization to
undertake or intensify, in co-operation with the Secretary
General and within their respective spheres of compe
tence, the large-scale dissemination of the information
referred to in paragraph 2 above;

5. Requests the Special Committee to follow the imple
mentation of the present resolution and report thereon to
the General Assembly at its forty-first session.

99th plenary meeting
2 December 1985

40/60. Co-operation between the United Nations
and the Asian-African Legal Consultative
Committee

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 36/38 of 18 November 1981,

37/8 of 29 October 1982,38/37 of5 December 1983 and
39/47 of 10 December 1984,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
on the state of co-operation between the United Nations
and the Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee,45

Having heard the report of the Secretary-General of the
Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee on the steps
taken by the Committee to ensure continuing, close and
effective co-operation between the twoorganizations,46

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Secretary-General;45

2. Notes with satisfaction the further progress achieved
towards strengthening the existing co-operation between
the United Nations and the Asian-African LegBl Consulta
tive Committee;

3. Takes note with appreciati(;!l of the study on the
strengthening of the role of the United Nations prepared
by the Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee on
the occasion of the fortieth ~niversary of the United

~ See Official Records ofthe General Assembly. Fortieth Session. Plenary
Meetings, 108th meeting.
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Nations,47 as well as the study on the role of the Interna
tional Court of Justice48 and other efforts of the Commit
tee in the continuation of its programme of support to the
work of the United Nations in several areas;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General AsSt''J1bly at its forty-first session a report on co
operation between the United Nations and the Asian
African Legal Consultative Committee;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Co-operation between
the United Nations and the Asian-African Legal Consulta
tive Committee".

108th plenary meeting
9 December 1985

40/62. Question of the Comorian island of Mayotte

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December

1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and 2621
(XXV) of 12 October 1970, containing the programme of
action for the full implementation of the Declaration,

Recalling also its previous 'resolutions, in particular res
olutions 3161 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973, 3291
(XXIX) of 13 December 1974, 31/4 of 21 October 1976,
32/7 of I November 1977, 34/69 of6 December 1979, 35/
43 of 28 November 1980, 36/105 of 10 December 1981,
37/65 of 3 December 1982, 38/13 of 21 November 1983
and 39/48 of 11 December 1984, in which it, inter alia,
affinned the unity and territorial integrity of the Comoros,

Recalling, in particular, its resolution 3385 (XXX) of 12
November 1975 on the admission of the Comoros to
membership in the United Nations, in which it reaffinned
the necessity of respecting the unity and territorial integ
rity of the Comoro Archipelago, composed of the islands
of Anjouan, Grande-Comore, Mayotte, and Moheli,

Recalling further that, in accordance with the agree
ments between the Comoros and France, signed on 15
June 1973, concerning the accession of the Comoros to
independence, the results of the referendum of 22 Decem
ber 1974 were to be considered on a global basis and not
island by island,

Convinced that a just and lasting solution to the question
of Mayotte is to be found in respect for the sovereignty,
unity and territorial integrity of the Comoro Archipelago,

Convinced further that a speedy solution of the problem
is essential for the preservation of the peace and security
which prevail in the region,

Bearing in mind the wish expressed by the President of
the French Republic to seek actively a just solution to the
problem,

Taking note of the repeated wish of the Government of
the Comoros to initiate as soon as possible a frank and
serious dialogue with the French Government with a view
to accelerating the return of the Comorian island of May
otte to the Islamic Federal Republic of the Comoros,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-Gen~ral,49

Bearing";n'mirid the decisions of the Organization of
African Unity, the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries
and the Organization of the Islamic Conference on this
question,

41 Al401i26 and Corr, I, annex.
48 Al40/682, annex.
49 Al40/619.
50 Official Records ofthe Third United Nations Conference on the Law of

the Sea, vo!. XVII (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.84.V.3), docu
ment AlCONF.62/l22.

I. Reaffirms the sovereignty of the Islamic Federal
Republic of the Comoros over the island of Mayotte;

2. Invites the Government of France to honour the
commitments entered into prior to the referendum on the
self-detennination of the Comoro Archipelago of 22
December 1974 concerning respect for the unity and terri
torial integrity of the Comoros;

3. Calls for the translation into practice of the wish
expressed by the President of the French Republic to seek
actively a just solution to the question of Mayotte;

4. Urges the Government of France to open negotia
tions with the Government of the Comoros with a view to
ensuring the effective and prompt return of the island of
Mayotte to the Comoros;

5. Requests the Secretary-General of the United
Nations to maintain continuous contact with the Secre
tary-General of the Organization of African Unity with
regard to this problem and to make available his good
offices in the search for a peaceful negotiated solution to
the problem;

6. Further requests the Secretary-General to report on
this matter to the General Assembly at its forty-first ses
sion;

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Question of the
Comorian island of Mayotte".

109th plenary meeting
9 December 1985

40/63. Law of the sea
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 37/66 of 3 December 1982, 38/

59 A of 14 December 1983 and 39/73 of 13 December
1984, regarding the law of the sea,

Taking note of the increasing and overwhelming support
for the United Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea,so as evidenced, inter alia, by the one hundred and
fifty-nine signatures as of 9 December 1984, the closing
date for signature, and twenty-four of the sixty ratifications
or accessions required for entry into force of the Conven
tion,

Considering that, in its resolution 2749 (XXV) of 17
December 1970, it proclaimed that the sea-bed and ocean
floor, and the subsoil thereof, beyond the limits ofnational
jurisdiction, as well as the resources of the area, are the
common I.leritage of mankind,

Recaliing that the Convention provides the regime to be
applied to the Area and its resources,

Further recalling the Declaration adopted by the Prepar
atory Commission for the International Sea-Bed Authority
and for the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea
on 30 August 1985,51

Seriously concerned at any attempt to undennine the
Convention and the related resolutions adopted at the
Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea,52

Recognizingthat, as stated in the third preambular para
graph of the Convention, the problems of ocean space are
closely interrelated and need to be considered as a whole,

Convinced that it is important to safeguard the unified
character of the Convention and related resolutions
adopted therewith and to refrain from any action to apply

51 LOS/PCNI72; see also Al40/923, I!:iras. 109-112, on the Declaration
and the Chairman's statement at its adoption.

52 Official Records of the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of
the Sea, vol. XVII (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.84.V.3), docu
ment AlCONF.62/121, annex I.
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their proviSIons selectively. in a manner inconsistent with
their object and purpose.

Emphasizing the need for States to ensure consistent
appliC&tion of the Convention. as well as the need for
hannonization of national legislation with the provisions
of the Convention.

R«ognizing also the need for co-operation in the early
and effective implementation by the Preparatory Commis
sion of resolution 11 of the Third United Nations Con
ference on the Law of the Sea,S2

Noting the increasing needs of countries. especially
developing countries. for information, advice and assist
ance in the implementation ofthe Convention and in their
developmental process for the full realization of the bene
fits of the comprehensive legal regime established by the
Convention.

Noting also that the Preparatory Commission has
decided to hold its fourth regular session at Kingston from
17 March to 11 April 1986 and its summer meeting in
1986 at Geneva. Kingston or New York as it may decide,53

Taking note of activities carried out in 1985 under the
miUor programme on marine affairs. set forth in chapter
25 of the medium-term plan for the period 1984-1989,54
in accordance with the report of the Secretary-GeneralS5 as
approved in General Assembly resolution 38/59 A,

Recognizing that the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea encompasses all uses and resources of the
oceans and that all related activities within the United
Nations system need to be implemented in a manner con
sistent with it.

Recalling its approval of the financing of the expenses of
the Preparatory Commi~s~on from the regular budget of
the United Nations,

Taking special note of the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral prepared in response to paragraph 10 of General
Assembly resolution 39/73.56

1. Recalls the historic significance of the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea as an important
contribution to the maintenance of peace, justice and pro
gress for all peoples of the world;

2. Expresses its satisfaction at the increasing number of
ratifications deposited with the Secretary-General;

3. Calls upon all States that have not done so to con
sider ratifying or acceding to the Convention at the earliest
possible date to allow the effective entry into force of the
new legal regime for the uses of the sea and its resources;

4. Calls upon all States to safeguard the unified
character of the Convention and related resolutions
adopted therewith; \ .

5. Takes note of the Declaration adopted by the Pre
paratory Commission for the International Sea-Bed
Authority and for the International Tribunal for the Law
of the Sea on 30 August 1985;

6. Calls upon States to desist from taking actions
which undermine the Convention or defeat its object and
purpose;

7. Calls upon States to observe the provisions of the
Convention when enacting their national legislation;

8. Calls for an early adoption of the rules for registra
tion of pioneer investors in order to ensure the effective I

implementation of resolution 11 of the Third United
Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea. including the
registration of pioneer investors;

53 See A/40/923, para. 108.
54 Official Records ofIh~ G~n~ral Ass~mhly. Thiny-seventh S~ssion. Sup-

p/~menl No. 6A (Al37/6/Add.l), annex 11. "
55 Al38/S70 and Corr.1 and Add. 1 and Add. I/Corr. I. '
56 A/40/923.

9. Expresses its appreciation for the effective execution
by the Secretary-General of the central programme in law
of the sea affairs under chapter 25 of the medium-term
plan for the period 1984-1989;

10. Further expresses its appreciation for the report of
the Secretary-General prepared in response to General
Assembly resolution 39/73 and requests him to continue
to carry out the activities outlined therein, as well as those
aimed at the strengthening of the new legal regime of the
sea, special emphasis being placed on the work of the Pre
paratory Commission for the International Sea-Bed
Authority and for the International Tribunal for the Law
of the Sea, including the implementation ofresolution 11 of
the Third United Nations Conference on the Law of the
Sea;

11. Approves the programme of meetings of the Pre
paratory Commission for 1986;53

12. Calls upon the Secretary-General te continue to
assist States in the implementation of the Convention and
in the development of a consistent and unifonn approach
to the new legal regime thereunder. as well as in their
national. subregional and regional efforts towards the full
real~tion ofthe benefits therefrom and invites the organs
and organizations of the United Nations system to co
operate and lend assistance in these endeavours;

13. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session on develop
ments relating to the Convention and on the implementa
tion of the present resolution;

14. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Law of the sea".

IlOth plenary meeting
10 December 1985

40/64. Policies of apartheid of the Government of
South Africas7

A

COMPREHENSIVE SANCfIONS AGAINST THE
RACIST REGIME OF SOUTH AFRICA

The General Assembly,
Recalling and reaffirming its resolution 39/72 A of 13

December 1984,
Recalling its relevant resolutions and those of the Secu

rity Council calling for concerted international action to
force the racist regime to start eliminating apartheid by
putting an immediate end to repressive practices against
the black majority. releasing all political prisoners. abro
gating all racist laws and regulations. dismantling bantus
tans and finding a political solution to the crisis in South
Africa through the full participation of the black majority
in determining their future.

Taking note of the declarations adopted at the following
meetings organized by the Special Committee against
Apartheid:

(a) The special session of the. Committee in commem
oration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of theSharpeville
massacre, held at Headquarters on 22 March 1985.58

(b) The International Conference on Women and
Children under Apartheid. held at Arusha. United Repub
lic ofT.mzania, from 7 to 10 May 1985,59

57 See also sect. I. footnote 9. and sect. X,B.3. decision 40/407.
58 Al401213 and Corr.l. annex.
59 Al40/319.S/17197. annex.
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(c) The International Conference on Sports Boycott
against South Africa, held in Paris from 16 to 18 May
1985,60

(d) The International Seminar on Racist Ideologies,
Attitudes and Organizations Hindering Efforts for the
Elimination ofApartheid and on Means to Combat Them,
hel ...! at Siofok, Hungary, from 9 to 11 September 1985,61

Gravely concerned about the breaches of peace and the
threat to international peace and security resulting from
the escalation of violence against the oppressed people of
South Africa by the apartheid regime, its acts ofaggression
against neighbouring African independent States and its
continued occupation of Namibia,

Deeply shocked by the policy of extermination carried
out by the racist regime towards the black civilian popula
tion of South Africa,

Reaffirming that apartheid is a crime against humanity,
which should be eliminated without any further delay, and
that the United Nations has a primary responsibility to
assist in efforts to eliminate this threat to international
peace and security,

Reaffirming its support to the struggle of the people of
South Africa for the exercise of their right to self-determi
nation and for the establishment of a democratic, united
and non-racial South Africa where all the people partici
pate freely to determine their destiny,

Reqffirming its conviction that comprehensive and
mandatory sanctions imposed by the Security Council
under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations,
universally applied, would be the most appropriate and
effective and peaceful means by which the international
community can assist the legitimate struggle of the oppres
sed people of South Africa and discharge its responsibili
ties for the maintenance of international peace and secu
rity,

Considering that political, economic, military, cultural
and other forms of collaboration with the racist regime of
South Africa bolster the regime in its attempt to break its
international isolation, thus encouraging it to persist in its
defiance of the world public opinion and to escalate its
repression, aggression and destabilization,

Considering also that collaboration with the racist
regime of South Africa, in particular in the political, eco
nomic, military and cultural fields, displays an utter insen
sitivity towards the prolonged suffering of the oppressed
people ofSouth Africa resulting from the criminal acts and
policies of the racist regime of South Africa,

Expressing its grave concern at the continued violation
of the arms embargo as well as nuclear collaboration by
certain Western States and Israel with the racist regime of
South Africa,

Deploring the attitude of those Western permanent
members of the Security Council that have so far pre
vented the Council from adopting comprehensive and
mandatory sanctions against South Africa under Chapter
VII of the United Nations Charter,

Commending the Secretary-General for his efforts to
ensure concerted'action against apartheid by orgaJiizations
within the United Nations system,

Taking note with appreciation of the resolution adopted
on 27 September 1985 by the General Conference of the
International Atomic Energy Agency on South Africa's
nuclear capabilitY,62

60 A140/343.SI1 7224. annex.
61 A140/660.SlI7477. annex.
62 See A1401S76 and Carr.1.

Expressing its appreciation to Governments that have
adopted measures and policies against collaboration with
the apartheid regime of South Africa,

Welcoming action taken by legislators, municipalities
and other government institutions as well as universities,
churches, labour unions, student and women's groups and
anti-apartheid movements to divest from corporations
and financial institutions that are collaborating with South
Africa,

Commending the decisions of those banks, financial
institutions and other corporations that have withdrawn
from South Africa and decided not to extend any loans or
credits to it,

Urging Member States that have not yet done so to
adopt legislative and other measures to ensure the total
isolation of the racist regime of South Africa in political,
military, nuclear, economic, cultural and other fields,

Commending athletes, entertainers and others who have
demonstrated solidarity with the oppressed people of
South Africa by complying with the boycotts of South
Africa,

I. Endorses the report of the Special Committee
against Apartheid;63

2. Commends to the attention ofall Governments and
organizations the declarations adopted at the conferences
and seminars organized or co-sponsored by the Special
Committee;

3. Strongly condemns the racist regime ofSouth Africa
for its brutal oppression, repression and violence against
the people of South Africa, its illegal occupation of
Namibia and its repeated acts of aggression, subversion,
terrorism and destabilization against independent African
States;

4. Condemns the policies of "constructive engage
m~nt" and active collaboration with the apartheid regime
followed by the Governments ofcertain Western and other
States which give encouragement to the racist regime in its
repression of the people's legitimate struggle, aggression
against neighbouring States and defiance of the decisions
and resolutions of the United Nations, and appeals to
those Governments to abandon such policies and join in
the concerted efforts to bring a speedy end to apartheid;

5. Condemns the activities of those transnational cor
porations and financial institutions that have continued
political, economic, military and nuclear collaboration
with the racist minority regime of South Africa ignoring
repeated appeals by the General Assembly;

6. Again declares that it is the responsibility of the
United Nations and the international community as a
whole to assist the people of South Africa in eliminating
apartheid through cessation of any form of collaboration
with the regime;

7. Again calls upon the Security Council urgently to
take action under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United
Nations with a view to applying comprehensive and
mandatory sanctions against South Africa and, in particu
lar:

(a) To review the implementation ofand to re-enforce
the mandatory arms embargo against SQuth Africa
adopted by its resolution 418 (1977) of4 November 1977;

(b) To strengthen the voluntary embargo on the
imports of arms from South Africa adopted by its resolu
tion 558 (1984) of 13 December 1984 by rendering it
mandatory and extending it to cover the imports ofrelated
materials in addition to arms and ammunitions;

630Ricia/ Records ofthe General Assembly. Fortieth Session. Supplemenl
No. 21"(A140/22).
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(c) To prohibit all co-operation with South Africa, par
ticularly in the military and nuclear fields, by Govern
ments, corporations, institutions and individuals;

(d) To impose a total ban on all forms of nuclear col
laboration with South Africa, including effective embar
goes on the imports of South African and Namibian
uranium and on the export and supply ofnuclear material,
equipment or technology to South Africa;

(e) To impose an effective embargo on the supply ofoil
and oil products to South Africa and on all assistance to
the oil industry in South Africa, particularly to the oil from
~ industry;

(f) To prohibit financial loans and credits to and
investment in South Africa;

(g) To ban all trade with South Africa;
8. Requests all States, individually and collectively, to

take all appropriate raeasures to facilitate such action by
the Security Council;

9. Requests all States that have not yet done so, pend
ing action by the Security Council, to adopt legislative
and/or other comparable measures to ensure the following:

(a) Strict implementation of the arms embargo against
South Africa, including the prohibition of imports ofarms
from South Africa and the enactment ofappropriate legis
lation to ensure such a ban;

(b) Prohibition of any form of collaboration with
South Africa in the military and nuclear fields;

(c) Effective implementation of ban on all trade with
South Africa, in particular, the sale ofkrugerrands and the
import of gold, uranium, coal and other minerals;

(d) Prohibition of the supply of oil and oil products to
South Africa as well as technology to its oil industry;

(e) Prohibition of financial loans and investments as
well as the withdrawal of investment in South Africa;

(f) Speedy accession to or ratification of the Interna
tional Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of
the Crime of Apartheid;64

(g) Observance of sports, cultural, academic, consu
mer, tourism and other boycotts of South Africa;

10. Requests all States concerned to take action against
corporations and other interests that violate the
mandatory arms embargo against South Africa and those
that are involved in the illicit supply to South Africa ofoil
and oil products in spite of the embargo imposed on the
supply of oil and oil products to South Africa, as well as
those who persist in collaboration with the apartheid
regime;

11. Calls upon States and organizations to support
United Nations action for total isolation of the apartheid
regime of South Africa and to co-operate with the Special
Committee against Apartheid for the achievement of this
goal;

12. Calls upon all organizations within the United
Nations system as well as other international organizations
that have not yet done so to exclude forthwith the South
African regime from their membership;

13. Calls upon the Economic Commission for Europe
to discontinue all contacts with the racist regime of South
Africa and to terminate all co-operation with it; I

14. Calls once again upon the International Monetary
Fund urgently to terminate credit and other assistance to
the racist regime of South Africa;

15. Calls upon all organizations within the United
Nations system to take all necessary measures:

64 Resolution 3068 (XXVIII), annex.

(a) To withhold any facilities from or investments of
any funds in banks, financial institutions and corporations
that are doing business with South Africa;

(b) To refrain from purchasing <1irectly or indirectly
products of South African origin;

(c) To deny any contracts or facilities to corporations
collaborating with South Africa and not to invest any
money in them;

(d) To prohibit any official travel by South African
Airways or South African shipping lines;

16. Strongly supports the movement against conscrip
tion into the armed forces of the racist regime of South
Africa;

17. Invites all Governments and organizations to
assist, in consultation with the liberation movements, per
sons genuinely compelled to leave South Africa because of
their objection on the ground of conscience to serving in
tht military or police force of the apartheid regime;

18. Further commends anti-apartheid movements,
religious bodies, trade unions, student and women's organ
izations and other groups engag~ in campaigns for the
isolation of the apartheid regime and for assistance to the
South African liberation movements recognized by the
Organization of African Unity;

19. Requests and authorizes the Special Committee
against Apartheid to redouble its efforts and intensify its
activities for the total isolation of the apartheid regime, for
promoting comprehensive and mandatory sanctions
against South Africa and for mobilizing public opinion
and encouraging public action against collaboration with
South Africa;

20. Further requests the Special Committee to keep the
matter of collaboration between South Africa and Israel
and between South Africa and any other State under con
stant review and to report to the General Assembly and
the ~ecurity Council as appropriate.

] ] lth plenary meeting
10 December ] 985

B

SITUAnON IN SOUTH AFRICA AND ASSISTANCE TO
THE LIBERATION MOVEMENTS

The General Assembly, -
Having considered the report of the Special Committee

against Apartheid,63
Recalling its resolution 39/2 of 28 September 1984, in

which, inter alia, it stated that South Africa's continued
defiance of United Nations resolutions and its imposition
of the rejected so-called "new constitution" will inevitably
lead to further escalation of the already explosive situation
in South Africa and will have far-reaching consequences
for southern Africa and the world,

Recalling Security Council resolutions 473 (1980) of 13
June 1980, 554 (1984) of 17 August 1984, 556 (1984) of
23 October 1984 and 569 (1985) of26 July· 198'5, in which
it demanded, inter alia, the cessation of the uprootings,
relocation and denationalization of the indigenous African
people, and demanded the immediate lifting of the state of
emergency in thirty-six districts in South Africa,

Recalling, in particular, its resolution 3411 C (XXX) of
28 November 1975, in which it proclaimed that the
United Nations and the international community had a
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special responsibility towards the oppressed people of
South Africa and their national liberation movements,

Gravely concerned about the situation in South Africa,
and in southern Africa as a whole, resulting from the poli
cies and actions of the apartheid regime, in particular, its
efforts to perpetuate and consolidate racist domination in
the country, its policy of "bantustanization", its brutal
repression of opponents of apartheid and its constant acts
of aggression against neighbouring States,

Noting with indignation that South Africa's policy of
bantustanization is aimed at further dispossessing the
African majority of its inalienable rights and depriving it
of citizenship and fomenting fratricidal conflict,

Gravely concerned at the continuing massacres, killings
and other atrocities against defenceless opponents of
apartheid perpetrated by the racist regime in Sharpeville,
Soweto,.Sebokeng and other black townships,

Alarmed at the massive arrests and detentions of leaders
and activists of liberation organizations inside the country
as well as the increasing number of deaths resulting from
police brutality and torture during detentions, which have
been confinned by reports of international humanitarian
organizations, and the Detainees Parent Support Commit
tee in South Africa and the In~titute ofCriminology of the
University of Cape Town,

Reaffirming the legitimacy of the struggle of the oppres
sed people ofSouth Africa and their liberation movements
by all available means, including armed struggle, for the
elimination of apartheid, which is deciared as a crime
against humanity, and seriously violati.ng i.nternational
peace and security,

I. Again proclaims its full support ofthe nationalliber
ation movements of South Africa as the authentic repre
sentatives of the South African people in its just struggle
for freedom;

2. Strongly condemns the illegitimate minority racist
regime of South Africa for its policies and actions, in par
ticular the imposition of the state of emergency in that
country;

3. Condemns the South African racist regime for defy
ing resolutions of the United Nations and persisting with
the further entrenchment ofapartheid, a system declared a
crime against humanity and a threat to international peace
and security;

4. Strongly condemns the Pretoria regime for the kill
ing of defenceless African people protesting against their
forced removal from Crossroads and other places as well
as the arbitrary arrests of members of the United Demo
cratic Front, National Forum and other mass organiza
tions opposed to. apartheid;

5. Condemns the execution of Benjamin Maloise in
defiance of international calls for rescinding his execution
order;

6. Reaffirms that freedom fighters of South Africa
should be treated as prisoners of war in accordance with
Additional Protocol 165 to the Geneva Conventions of 12
August 1949;66

7. Demands that the Pretoria regime withdraw the
trumped up charges of "high treason" instituted against
members of the United Democratic Front and other
organizations and immediately and unconditionally
release all of them;

8. Further demands that the Pretoria regime release
unconditionally and immediately all political prisoners
and detainees, including Nelson Mandela and Zephania
Mothopeng;

65 A/32/144, annex I.
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9. Commends the massive united resistance of the
oppressed people of South Africa against apartheid, and
reaffirms the legitimacy of their struggle for a united, non
racial and democratic South Africa;

10. Demands the immediate lifting of the state of
emergency in South Africa;

11. Demands that the racist regime:
(a) Withdraw all its troops immediately and uncondi

tionally from Angola;
(b) Put an end to its illegal occupation of Namibia;
(c) Strictly observe the independence, sovereignty and

territorial integrity of independent African States;
12. Appeals to all States, intergovernmental and non

governmental organizations, anti-apartheid and solidarity
movements, trade unions, religious bodies, student and
other public organizations, mass media as well as city and
other local authorities and individuals urgently to provi(ie
increased political, economic, educational, legal and other
forms of support to the oppressed people ofSouth Africa,
as well as huma.nitarian and all other necessary assistance
to the national liberation movements of South Africa in
their just struggle for the exercise of the right of self-deter
mination by the oppressed people of South Africa;

13. Reaffirms that only the total eradication of apart
heid and the establishment of a non-racial democratic
society based on majority rule, through the full and free
exercise of adult suffrage by all the people in a united and
unfragmented South Africa, caJ. lead to a just and lasting
solution of the explosive situation in South Africa;

14. Decides to continue the authorization of adequate
financial provision in the regular budget of the United
Nations to enable the South African liberation movements
recognized by the Organization of African Unity
namely, the African National Congress of South Africa
and the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania - to maintain
offices in New York in order to participate effectively in
the deliberations of the Special Committee against Apart
heid and other appropriate bodies;

15. Requests the Security Council, as a matter of
urgency, to consider the serious situation in South Africa
emanating from the imposition of the so-called "new con
stitution" and the state ofemergency and to take all neces
sary measures, in accordance with Chapter VII of the
Charter of the United Nations, to avert the further aggra
vation of tension and conflict in South Africa and in
southern Africa as a whole.

111th plenary meeting
10 December 1985

c

WORLD CONFERENCE ON SANCTIONS AGAINST
RACIST SOUTH AFRICA

The General Assembly,
Gravely concerned about the deteriorating situation in

South Africa,
Recalling its resolutions concerning economic and other

sanctions against South Africa,
Recalling also Security Council resolution 569 (1985) of

26 July 1985,
Noting with regret, however, that the Security Council

has thus far failed to take action under Chapter VII of the
Charter of the United Nations,

66 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 75, Nos. 970-973.
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Taking note of the resolution adopted by the Council of
Ministers of the Organization ofAfrican Unity at ~ts forty
second ordinary session, held at Addis Ababa from 10 to
17 July 1985,67 and of the statement by the current Chair
man of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government
of that organization of 21 October 1985,30 inter alia, for
the convening ofa World Conference on Sanctions against
Racist South Africa,

1. Decides to organize, in co-operation with the Organ
ization of African Unity and the Movement of Non
Aligned Countries, a World Conference on Sanctions
against Racist South Africa in June 1986;

2. Authorizes the Special Committee against Apartheid,
in co-operation with the Organization of African Unity
and the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries, to make all
necessary arrangements for the organization of the Con
ference;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to provide all neces
sary assistance to the Special Committee in the organiza
tion of the Conference;

4. Invites all appropriate United Nations organs, the
specialized agencies and other intergovernmental and non
governmental organizations to co-operate with the Special
Committee in the implementation of the present resolu
tion;

S. Requests the Secretary-General to report on the
Conference to the General Assembly at its forty-first ses
sion.

11lth plenary meeting
10 December 1985

D

PUBLIC INFORMATION AND PUBLIC ACTION
AGAINST APARTHEID

The General Assembly,
Reaffirming its resolutions on public information and

public action against apartheid, including in particular res
olution 39112 E of 13 December 1984,

Having considered the special report of the Special Com
mittee against Apartheid on concerted international action
for the elimination of apartheid,68

Recognizing the inescapable moral challenge by the
inhuman system of apartheid in South Africa,

Reaffirming its solidarity with the just struggle of the
people ofSouth Africa for the elimination ofapartheid and
the exercise of the right of self-determination by that
people as a whole, irrespective of race, colour or creed,

Recognizing the important role of public information
and public involvement in, international efforts for the
elimination of apartheid,

Condemning the racist regime of South Africa and its
collaborators for their nefarious propaganda to confuse
and divert public attention from the evils of apartheid,

Considering that the ,United Nations has a special
responsibility to disseminate as widely as possible infor
mation on the inhumanity ofapartheid, including the esca- I

lation of racist violence by the regime against the black
majority, the just struggle of the oppressed people ofSouth
Africa and the action by the international community for
the elimination of apartheid,

67 A/40/666. annex 11. resolution CM/Res. 1004 (XLII).
68 Ollicial Records ofthe General Assembly, Fonieth Session. Supplement

No. 22A (A/40/22/Add.I-4), document A/40122/Add.4.

~,~ .•...,

Recognizing the importance of contributions by Gov
ernments, non-governmental organizations, information
media and individuals towards such efforts,

Welcoming and commending the relevant activities of
many trade unions, artists, athletes and other individuals
committed to freedom and human dignity,

Noting with concern the recent measure imposed by the
racist regime further to restrict the freedom of the press
and information media to report on the situation prevail
ing in South Africa,

1. Commends the efforts of the Special Committee
against Apartheid and endorses the recommendations con
tained in its special report to further enhance the dissemi
nation of information on the evils of apartheid;

2. Encourages the Special Committee and the Centre
against Apartheid of the Secretariat to intensify their activ
ities designed to inform world public opinion of the situa
tion in South Africa, and promote public action in support
of the just struggle of the oppressed people and the objec
tives of the United Nations;

3. Requests the Secretary-General, as a matter of high
priority, to take all appropriate steps to ensure full co
operation by the Department of Public Information of the
Secretariat and all organizations within the United
Nations system with the Special Committee and the
Centre against Apartheid in dissemination of information
on the evils of apartheid;

4. Requests the Department of Public Information to
ensure the widest dissemination of information on atroci
ties and crimes committed by the apartheid regime;

5. Appeals to all Governments, information media,
non-governmental organizations and individuals to lend
their co-operation to the United Nations in disseminating
information against apartheid;

6. Appeals to all Governments, information media,
non-governmental organizations and individuals to inten
sify 'further the international campaign for the release of
Nelson Mandela, Zephania Mothopeng and all South
African political prisoners and detainees;

7. Appeals to 'all Governments to contribute gener
ously to the Trust Fund for Publicity against Apartheid and
to information activities of non-governmental organiza
tions engaged in programmes against apartheid;

8. Launches an appeal to all information media, intel
lectuals and other public leaders to contribute to efforts to
arouse the conscience of tjle world against apartheid;

9. Fully supports the efforts of the information media
to continue, in the face ofgreat difficulty, danger and offi
cial curbs, to keep the world informed of the truth.

IIIth plenary meeting
10 December 1985

E

RELAnONS BETWEEN ISRAEL AND SOUTH AFRICA

The General Assembly,
Reaffirming its resolutions on relations between Israel

and South Africa,
Having considered the special report of the Soocial Com

mittee against Apartheid on recent develo.. nents con
cerning relations between Israel and South Africa,69

69 Ibid.• document A/40/22/Add.2.
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Noting with appreciation the efforts of the Special Com
mittee to expose the increasing and continuing collabora
tion between Israel and South Africa,

Reiterating that the increasing collaboration by Israel
with the racist regime of South Africa, especially in the
military and nuclear fields, in defiance ofresolutions ofthe
General Assembly and the Security Council is a serious
hindrance to international action for the eradication of
apartheid, an encouragement to the racist regime of South
Africa to persist in its criminal policy of apartheid and a
hostile act against the oppressed people of South Africa
and the entire African continent and constitutes a threat to
international peace and security,

l. Commends the Special Committee against Apart
heid for publicizing the growing relations between Israel
and South Africa and promoting public awareness of the
grave dangers of the alliance between Israel and South
Africa;

2. Again strongly condemns the continuing and
increasing collaboration of Israel with the racist regime of
South Africa, especially in the military and nuclear fields;

3. Demands that Israel desist from and terminate all
forms ofcollaboration with South Africa forthwith, partic
ularly in the military and nuclear fields, and abide scrupu
lously by the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly
and the Security Council;

4. Calls upon all Governments and organizations in a
position to do so to exert their influence to persuade Israel
to desist from such collaboration;

5. Requests the Special Committee to continue to pub
licize, as widely as possible, information on the relations
between Israel and South Africa;

6. Again requests the Secretary-General to render,
through the Department of Public Information and the
Centre against Apartheid of the Secretariat, all possible
assistance to the Special Committee in disseminating
information relating to the collaboration between Israel
and South Africa;

7. Further requests the Special Committee to keep the
matter under constant review and to report to the General
Assembly and the Security Council as appropriate.

IIIth plenary meeting
10 December 1985

F

PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE SPECIAL COMMITIEE
. AGAINST APARTHEID

The General Assembly,
Having considered the report of the Special Committee

against Apartheid,63
l. Commends the Special Committee against Apart

heid for its vigorous efforts to promote concerted interna
tional action in support of the legitimate aspirations of the
oppressed people of South Africa and in implementation
of relevant United Nations resolutions;

2. Endorses the recommendations contained in para
graphs 400 to 404 of the report of the Special Committee63

telating to its programme of work and activities to pro
mote the international campaign against apartheid;

3. Authorizes the Special Committee to organize or co
sponsor conferences, seminars or other events, to send
missions to Governments, organizations and conferences
and to assist campaigns against apartheid as it may deem
necessary in the discharge of its responsibilities, within the

financial resources allocated under the present resolution,
and requests the Secretary-General to provide the neces
sary staff and services for such activities;

4. Decides to make a special allocation of 5500,000 to
the Special Committee for 1986 from the regular budget of
the United Nations for the cost of special projects to be
decided upon by the Committee in order to promote the
international campaign against apartheid;

5. Again requests Governments and organizations to
make voluntary contributions or provide other assistance
for the special projects of the Special Committee and to
make generous contributions to the Trust Fund for Publi
city against Apartheid.

Illth plenary meeting
10 December 1985

G

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION AGAINST
APARTHEID IN SPORTS

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 32/105 M of 14 December 1977,

by which it adopted the International Declaration against
Apartheid in Sports,

Recalling also its resolution 39/72 D of 13 December
1984, by which it requested the Ad Hoc Committee on the
Drafting ofan International Convention against Apartheid
in Sports to continue its work with a view to submitting
the draft Convention to the General Assembly at its forti
eth session,

Recalling further that the International Convention on
the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apart
heirJ64 declares that apartheid is a crime violating princi
ples of international law, in particular the purposes and
principles of the Charter of the United Nations,

Mindful of the special responsibility of the United
Nations to eliminate apartheid and racial discrimination
in sports and in society,

Convinced that apartheid still dominates sports and the
society as a whole in South Africa and that all so-called
reforms have not led to any meaningful change in sports
and the society in that country,

Reaffirming its unqualified support for the Olympic
principle that no discrimination be allowed on the grounds
of race; religion or political affiliation and its belief that
merit should be the sole criterion in sport activities,

Reaffirming the necessity to ensure an international con
certed action to isolate the racist regime of South Africa
from the field of international sports as well as all ~tiler

fields,
Commending the efforts of the Special Committee

against Apartheid to ensure the total isolation of apartheid
in sports and, in particular, the publication of the Register
ofSports Contacts with South Africa, and urging Member
States, pending the entry into force of the Convention, to
co-operate with the Special Committee on matters relating
to the isolation of apartheid in sports,

Commending ail sports bodies, teams and individual
sportsmen that have declared their determination not to
engage in sports contacts with South Africa until the evil
system of apartheid is abolished,

Convi~ced that' tIie Convention would be an important
instrument towards the isolation of the racist regime of
South Africa and the elimination of apartheid in sports
and that it should be signed and ratified by States at the
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earliest possible date and its provisions implemented with
out delay,

Considering that the text of the Convention should be
made known throughout the world,

1. ; Adopts and opens for signature and ratification the
International Convention against Apartheid in Sports, the
text of which is annexed to the present resolution;

2. Appeals to all States to sign and ratifY the Conven
tion as soon as possible;

3. Requests all Governments and intergovernmental
and non-governmental organizations to acquaint the
public as widely as possible with the text of the Conven
tion, using all the information media at their disposal;

4. Requests the Secretary~General to ensure the urgent
and wide dissemination of the Convention and, for that
purpose, to publish and circulate its text;

S. Commends the efforts of the Special Committee
againstApartheidand requests it to continue to publish the
Register of Sports Contacts with South Allica until the
establishment of the Commission against Apartheid in
Sports.

Illth plenary meeting
10 December 1985

ANNEX

Intemadoaal ConTentioD apiDst Apmlld4 iD Sports
The States Panies to the present Convent;nn,
Recalling the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations, in which

all Members pled8ed themselves to take joint and separate action, in co
operation with the Organization, for the achievement of universal respect
fcr, and observance of, human rights and fundamental freedoms for all
wi1hout distinction as to race, sex, 1anguage or religion,

Considering that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights39 pro
claims that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights
and that everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in the
Declaration without distinction ofany kind, partiCUlarly in regard to race,
colour or national origin,

Observing that, in accordance with the International Convention on the
Elimination ofAIl Forms ofRacial Discrimination,70 States Parties to that
Convention particularly condemn racial segregation and apanheid and
undertake to prevent, prohibit and eradicate all practices of this nature in
all fields,

Observing that the General Assembly ofthe United Nations has adopted
a number ofresolutions condemning the practice ofapanheid in sports and
has affirmed its unqualified support for the Olympic principle that no dis
crimination be allowed on the grounds of race, religion or political affilia
tion and that merit should be the sole criterion for participation in spons
activitie!i,

Considering that the International Decllll'lltion against Apanheid in
Sports,71 which waS adopted by the General Assembly on 14 December
1977, solemnly affirms the necessity for the speedy elimination of apan
heid in spons,

Recallingthe provisions ofthe International Convention on the Suppres
sion and Punishment of the Crime ofApartheuf'4 and recognizing, in par
ticular, that participation in spons exchanges with teams selected on the
basis of apartheid directly abets and encourages the commission of the
crime ofapartheid, as defined in that Convention,

Resolved to adopt all necessary measures to eradicate the p~ice of
apartheid in sPans and to promote international spons contacts based on
the Olympic principle,

Recognizing that sports contact with any country practising apanheid in
spans condones and strengthens apanheid in violation of the Olympic
principle and 1hereby becomes the legitimate cOncern ofall Governments,

Desiring to implement the principles embodied in the International Dec
laration against Apartheid in Spons and to secure the earliest adoption of
practical measures to that end,

70 Resolution 2106 A (XX), annex.

Convinced that the adoption of an International Convention against
Apanheid in Spons would result in more effective measures at the interna
tional and national levels, with a view to eliminating apanheid in sports,

Have agreed as follows:

Anicle 1
For the purposes ofthe present Convention:
(a) The expression "apartheid" shall mean a system ofinstitutionalized

racial segregation and discrimination for the purpose of establishing and
maintaining domination by one racial group ofpersons over another racial
group of persons and systematically-oppressing them, such as that pursued
by South Africa, and "apanheid in spons" shall mean the application of
the policies and practices of Sl!ch a system in spons activities, whether
organized on a professional or an amateur basiS;

(b) The expression "national spons facilities" shall mean any spons
facility operated within the framework of a spons programme conducted
under the auspices of a national government;

(c) The expression "Olympic principle" shall mean the principle that
no di!<:limination be allowed on the B,rounds of race, religion or political
affiliatil.'U:

(d) The expression "spons contraet~" shall mean any contract conclu·
ded for the organization, promotion, performance or derivative rights,
including servicing, of any spons activity;

(e) The expression "spons bodies" shall mean any organization consti
tuted to. organize sports activities at the national level, including national
Olympic committees, national spons federations or national governing
spons committees;

(j) The expression "team" shall mean a group ofsponsmen organized
for the purpose or participating in spons activities in competition with
other such organized groups;

(g) The expression "sportsmen" shall mean men and women who par
ticipate in sports activities on an individual or team basis, as weIl as man·
agers, coachc:s, trainers and other officials whose functions are essential for
the operation of a team.

Anic/e 2

States Parties strongly condemn apanh~'id and undertake to pursue
immediately by all appropriate means the policy ofeli"linating the practice
ofapanheid in all its forms from sports.

Anic/e 3

States Parties shall not permit sports contact with a country practising
apanheid and shall take appror,riate action to ensure that their spons
bodies, teams, and individual sponsmen do not have such contact.

Anicle 4

States Parties shall take all possible measures to prevent sports contact
with a country practising apanheid and shalhnsure that effective means
exist for bringing about compliance with such measures.

Anicle 5

States Parties shall refuse to provide financial or other assistance to
enable their spons bodies, teams and individual sportsmen to participate
in spons activities in a country practising apanheid or with teams or
individual sportsmen selected on the basis of apanheid.

Anic/e 6

Each State Party shall take appropriate action against its spons bodies,
teams and individual sponsmen that participate in spom activities in a
country practising apartheid or with teams representing a country practis
ing apartheid, which in particular shall include:

(a) Refusa1 to provide financial or other assistance for any purpose to
such sports bodies, teams and individual sportsmen;

(b) Restriction of access to national spons facilities by such sports
bodies, teams and individual sponsmen;

(c) Non-enforceability of all spons contracts which involve spons
activities in a country practising apartheid or with teams or individual
sportsmen selected on the basis of apartheid;

(d) Denial and withdrawal of national honours or awards in sports to
such teams and individual sportsmen;

(e) Denial of official receptions in honour of such teams or sponsmen.

Anicle 7

States Parties shall deny visas and/or entry to representatives of spons
bodies, teams and individual sportsmen representing a country practi~ing

apanheid.

71 Resolution 321105 M, annex.
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Article 8

States Parties shall take all appropriate action to secure the expulsion of
a country practising apartheid from international and regional sports
bodies.

Article 9

States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to prevent international
sports bodies from imposing financial or other penalties on affiliated bodies
which, in accordance with United Nations resolutions, the provisions of
the present Convention and the spirit of the Olympic principle, refuse to
participate in sports with a country practising apartheid.

Article lO

I. States Parties shall use their best endeavours to ensure universal
compliance with the Olympic principle of non-discrimination and the pro
visions of the present Convention.

2. Towards this end, States Parties shall prohibit entry into their
countries of members of teams and individual sportsmen participating or
who have participated in sports competitions in South Africa and shall
prohibit'entry into their countries of representatives of sports bodies,
members of teams and individual sportsmen who invite on their own initi
ative sports bodies, teams and sportsmen officially representing a country
practising apartheid and participating under its flag. States Parties may also
prohibit entry of representatives of sports bodies, members of teams or
individual sportsmen who maintain sports contacts with sports bodies,
teams or sportsmen representing a country practising apartheidand partici
pating under its flag. Prohibition ofentry should not violate the regulations
of the relevant SI>'9rts federations which support the elimination of apart
heid in sports and shall apply only to participation in sports activities.

3. States Parties shall advise their national representatives to interna
tional sports federations to take all possible and practical steps to prevent
the participation of the ~\Xlrts bodies, teams and sportsmen referred to in
paragraph 2 above in inte.mational sports competitions and shall, through
their representatives in intl~rnationalsports organizations, take every pos
sible measure:

(a) To ensure the expulslOn of South Africa from all federations in
which it still holds membership as well as to deny South Africa reinstate
ment to membership in any federation from which it has been expelled;

(b) In case of national federations condoning sports exchanges with a
country practising apartheid, to impose sanctions against such national fed
erations including, if necessary, expulsion from the relevlmt international
sports organization and exclusion of their representatives from participa
tion in international sports competitions.

4. In cases of flagrant violations of the provisions of the present Con
ventio!l, States Parties shall take appropriate action as they deem fit, inclu
ding, where necessary, steps aimed at the exclusion of the responsible
national sports governing bodies, national sports federations or sportsmen
of the countries concerned from international sports competition.

5. The provisions of the present article relating specifically to South
Africa shall cease to apply when the system ofapartheid is abolished in that
country.

Article Jl

I. There shall be established a Commission against Apartheid in Sports
(hereinafter referred to as "the Commission") consisting of fifteen mem
bers of high moral character and committed to the struggle against apart
heid, particular attention being paid to participation of persons having
experience in sports Z)dministration, elected by the States Parties from
among their nationals, having regard to the most equitable geographical
distribution and the representation of the principal legal systems.

2. The members of the Commission shall be elected by secret ballot
from a list of persons nominated by the States Parties. Each State Party
may nominate one person from among its own nationals.

3. The initial election shall be held six months after the date of the
entry into force of the present Convention. At least three months before the
date of each election, the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall
address a letter to the States Parties inviting them to submit their nomina
tions within two months. The Secretary-General shall prepare a list in
alphabetical order ofall persons thus nominated, indicating the States Par
ties which have nominated them, and shall submit it to the States Parties.

4. EI~~tions of the members ofth.: Commission shall be held at a meet
ing ofStates Parties convened by the Secretary-General at United Nations
Headquarters. At that meeting, for which two thirds of the States Parties
shall constitute a quorum, the persons elected to the Commission shall be
those nominees who obtain the largest number of votes and an absolute
majority of the votes of the representatives of States Parties present and
voting.

5. The members of the Commission shall be elected for a term of four
years. However, the terms of nine of the members elected at the ~t elec
tion shall expire at the end of two years; immediately after the first election,
the names ofthese nine members shall be chosen by lot by the Chairman of
the Commission.

6. For the filling ofcasual vacancies, the State Party whose national has
ceased to function as a member of the Commission shall appoint another
person from among its nationals, subject to the approval of the Commis
sion.

7. States Parties shall be responsible for the expenses ofthe members ef
the Commission while they are in performance of Commission duties.

Article 12

I. States Parties undertake to submit to the Secretar ~Jeneral of the
United Nations, for consideration by the Commission, a report on tIle leg
islative, judicial, administrative or other measures which they have
adopted to give effect 10 the provisions of the present Convention within
one year of its entry into force and thereafter every two years. The Com
mission may request further information from the States Parties.

2. The Commission shall report annually through the Secretary-Gen
eral to the General Assembly of the United Nations on its activities and
may make suggestions and general recommendations based on the exami
nation of the reports and information received from the States Parties.
Such suggestions and recommendations shall be reported to the General
Assembly together with comments, if any, from States Parties concerned.

3. The Commission shall examine, in particular, the implementation of
the provisions of article 10 of the present Convention and make recom
mendations on action to be undertaken.

4. A meeting ofStates Parties shall be convened by the Secretary-Gen
era! at the request of a majority of the States Parties to consider further
action with respect to the implementation of the provisions ofarticle 10 of
the present Convention. In cases of flagrant violation of the provisions of
the present Convention, a meeting of States Parties shall be convened by
the Secretary-General at the request of the Commission.

Article 13

I. Any State Party may at any time declare that it recognizes the com
petence of the Commission to receive and examine complaints concerning
breaches of the provisions of the present Convention submitted by States
Parties which have also made such a declaration. The Commission may
decide on the appropriate measures to be taken in respect of breaches.

2. States Parties against which a complaint has been made, in accord
ance with paragraph I of the present article, shall be entitled to be repre
sented and take part in the proceedings of the Commission.

Article 14

I. The Comr lssion shall meet at least once a year.

2. The Commission shaH adopt its own rules of procedure.

3. The secretariat of the Commission shall be provided by the Secre
tary-General of the United Nations.

4. The meetings of the Commissian shall normally be held at United
Nations Headquarters.

5. Th!l Secretary-General shall convene the initial meeting of the Com
mission.

Article 15

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shaH be the depcsitary of
the present Convention.

Article 16

I. The present Convention shall be open for signature at United
Nations Headquarters by all States until its entry into force.

2. The present Convention shall be subject to ratification, acceptance
or approval by the signatory States.

Article 17

The present Convention shall be open for accession by all States.

Article 18

I. The present Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day
after the date ofdeposit with the Secretary-General of the United Nations
of the twenty-seventh instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession.

2. For each State ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to the
present Convention after its entry into force, the Convention shall enter
into force on the thirtieth day after the date of deposit of the relevant
instrument.
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Article 19

Any dispute between Slates Parties arising out of the interpretation,
application or implementation of the present Convention which is not set
tled by negotiation shall be brought before the International Court ofJus
tice at the request and with the mutual consent of the States Parties to the
dispute. save where the Parties to the dispute have agreed on some other
form of settlement.

Article 20

I. Any State Party may propcse an amendment or revision to the pres
ent Convention and file it with the depositary. The Secretary-General of
the United Nations shall thereupon communicate the proposed amend
ment or revision 10 the States Parties with a request that they notifY him
whether they favour a conference ofStates Parties for the purpose ofcon
sidering and voting upon the proposal. In the event that at least one third
of the States Parties favour such a conference. the Secretary-General shall
con"cne the conference under the auspices of the United Nations. Any
amendment or revision adopted by the m!\iority of the States Parties pres
ent and voting at the conference shall be submitted to the General Assem
bly of the United Nations fer approval.

2. Amendments llr revisions shall come into force when they have been
approved by the Generr' Assembly and accepted by a two-thirds m!\iority
ofthe States Parties, in accordance with their respective constitutional pro
CCS5CS.

3. When amendments or revision~~.ome into force. they shall be bind
ing on those States Parties which hay. Jccepted them. other States Parties
still being bound by the provision~ 01 the present Con ';~ntion and an~ ~r·

Her amendment or revision which they have accepted.

Article 21

A State Party may withdraw from the present Convention by written
notification to tll~ dCj;Ositary. Such withdrawal shall take effect one year
after the date of receipt of the notificati.,n by the depositary.

Article 22

The present Co~vention has been concluded in Ambic, Chinese, English,
French, Russian and Spanish, all texts being equally authentic.

H

UNITED NAnONS TRUST FUND FOR SOUTH AFRICA

The General Assembly,
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General

on the United Nations Trust Fund for South Ab;<:a,72 to
which is annexed the report of the Committee of Trustees
of the Trust Fund,

Alarmed by the increasing number of political trials and
detentions and the harsh sentences, including ~he death
penalty, iml=Osed on opponents of apartheid,

Gravely concerned at the impoliition of tile state ofemer
gency in South Africa and the increased repression of
thousands of opponents of apartheid, including leaders of
democratic political mass organizations, community and
church leaders, students and trade unionists,

Reaffirming that increa!ed humanitarian and legal
assistance by the international community to those perse
cuted under repressive and discriminatory legislation in
South Africa and Namibia is appropriate snd essential,

Recognizing that increased contributions to the Trust
Fund and to the voluntary agencies concerned are neces
sary to enable them to meet the growing needs for humani
tarian and legal assistance,

1. Commends the Secretary-General and the Commit~
tee ofTrustees of the United Nations Trust Fund for South
Africa for their persistent effort~" J;)romote humanitarian
and legal assistance to persons persecuted under repressive
and discriminatory legislation {n ~uth Africa Rnd
Namibia, as well as assistance to their families and to refu
gees from South Africa;

72 Al4017g0.

';"; ..---'

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Governments,
organizations and individuals that have contributed to the
Trust Fund and to the voluntary agencies engaged in ren
dering humanitarian and legal assistance to the victims of
apartheid and racial discrimination;

3" Appeals for generous and increased contributions to
the Trust Fund;

4. Also appeals for direct contributions to the volun
tary a&encies engaged in assistance to the victims ofapart
heid and racial discrimination in South Africa and
Namibia.

111th plenary meeting
10 December 1985

I

CONCERTED INTERNATIONAL ACTION FOR THE
ELIMiNATION OF APARTHEID

The General Assembly,
Alarmed by the further aggravation of the situation in

South Africa caused by the policy of apartheid, and lately
in particular by the imposition of the state of emergency,

Convinced that the rootccause of the grave situation in
southern "'Urlca is the policy of apartheid,

Noting with grave concern that in order to perpetuate
apartheid in South Africa the authorities there have com
mitted acts of aggression and breaches of the peace,

Convinced that only the total eradication of apartheid
and the establishment of mlijority rule on the basis of the
free and fair exercise of universal adult suffi'age can lead to
a peacefW and lasting solution in South Africa,

Noting that the so..called refQrms in South Africa, inclu
ding the so-called u new constitution", have the effect of
further entrenching the apartheid system and further
dividing the people of South Africa,

Recognizingt.iat the policy ofbantustanization deprives
the majority of the people of their citizenship and makes
them foreigners in their own oountrv.

Recognizing the responsibility 0> the United Nations
and the international community to take all necessary
action for the eradication of apartheid, and, in particular,
the need for increased and effective pressure on the South
African authorities as a. peaceful means of achieving the
aboHtion of apartheid,

Encouraged, in this context, by the growing interna
tional consensus to this end, as demonstrated by the adop
tion of Security Council resolution 569 (1985) of 26 July
1985 and the increase in and expansion of national and
regional measures,

Convinced of the vital importance of the strict observ
ance of Security Council resolution 418 (1977) of 4
November 1977, by which the Council instituted a
mandatory arms embargo against South Africa, and Secu
rity Council resolution 558 (1984) of 13 December 1984
concerning the import of arms, ammunition and military
vehicles produced in South Africa, and of the need to
make these embargoes fully effective,

Commending the decisions of oil-exporting countries
that have declared it their policy not to seil and export oil
to South Africa,

Considering that measures to ensure effective and
scrupulous implementation of such embargoes througl>
international co-operation are essential and urgent,
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Noting with deep concern that, through a combination of
military and economic pressures, in violation of interna
tionallaw, the Sl>uth African authorities have sought to
destabilize the front-line and other neighbouring States,

Considering that contacts between apartheid South
Africa and the front· line and other neighbouring ~tates,

necessitated by geography, colonial legacy and other rea
sons, should not be used by other States as a pretext for
legitimizing the apartheid system or justifying attempts to
break the international isolation of that system,

Convinced that the existence of apartheid will continue
to lead to ever-increasing resistance by the oppressed
people, by all possible means, and increased tension and
conflict that will have far-reaching consequences for south
ern Africa and the world,

Convinced that policies of collaboration with the apart
heid regime, instead of respect for the legitimate aspira
tions of the genuine representatives of the great majority of
the people, will encourage its repression and aggression
against neighbouring States and defiance of the United
Nations,

Sxpressing its/ull support for the legitimate aspiration of
African States and peoples, and of the Organization of
African Unity, for the total liberation of the continent of
Africa from colonialism and racism,

l. Strongly condemns the policy of apartheid which
deprives the majority of the South African population of
their citizenship, fundamental freedoms and human rights,
in particular the right to self-determination;

2. Strongly condemns the South African authorities for
the killings, arbitrary mass arrests and the detention of
members of mass organizations as well as individuals, the
overwhelming majority of whom belong to the majority
population, for opposing the apartheid system, the so
called "new constitution" and the state of emergency;

3. Further condemns the overt and the covert aggres
sive actions of South Africa directed at the destabilization
of·neighbouring States, and those aimed against refugees
from South Africa and Namibia;

4. Demands that the South African authorities:
(a) Release immediately and unconditionally Nelson

Mandela and all other political prisoners, detainees and
restrictees;

(b) Immediately lift the state of emergency,
(c) Abrogate discriminatory laws and lift bans on all

organizations, news media and individuals opposing
apartheid;

(d) Grant freedom of association and full trade union
rights to all workers of South Africa;

(e) Initiate without preconditions a political dialogue
with genuine leaders of the majority population with a
view to dismantling apartheid without delay and estab
lishing a representative government;

(f) Dismantle the bantustan structures;
(g) Immediately withdraw all their troops from south

ern Angola and end the destabilization of front-Hne and
other States;'

5. Urg~s: the Security Council to consider without
delay the adoption of effective mandatory sanctions
against South Africa;

6. Further urges the Security Council to take steps for
t'~" strict implementation of the mandatory arms embargo
institllted by its resolution 418 (1977) and of the arms
embargo requested in its resolution 558 (1984) and, within
the context of the relevant resolutions, to secure an end to
miHtary and nuclear co-operation with South Africa and

the import of military equipment or supplies from South
Africa;

7. Appeals to all States that have not yet done so,
pending mandatory sanctions by the Security Council, to
consider national legislative or other appropriate measures
to increase the pressure on the apartheid regime of South
Africa, such as:

(a) Cessation of further investments in, and financial
loans to, South Africa;

(b) An end to all promotion of and support for trade
with South Africa;

(c) Prohibition of the sale of krugerrands and all other
coins minted in South Africa;

(d) Cessation of all forms of military, police or intelli
gence co-operation with the South African authorities, in
particular the sale of computer equipment;

(e) An end to nuclear collaboration with South Africa;
(f) Cessation of export and sale of oil to South Africa;
8. Appeals to all States, organizations and institutions:
(a) To increase humanitarian, legal, educational and

other such assistance to the victims of apartheid;
(b) To increase support for the liberation movements

recognized by the Organization ofAfrican Unity and to all
those struggling against apartheid and for a non-racial,
democratic society in South Afr~,~;

(c) To increase assistance to the front-line States and
the Southern African Development Co-ordination Con
ference in order to increase their economic strength and
independence from South Africa;

9. Appeals to all Governments and organizations to
take appropriate action for the cessation of all academic,
cultural, scientific and sports relations that would support
the apartheid regime of South Africa, as well as relations
vvith individuals, institutions and other bodies endorsing
or based on apartheid;

10. Commends those States that have already adopted
voluntary measures against the apartheid regime of South
Africa in accordance with General Assembly resolution
39/72 G of 13 December 1984 and invites those that have
not yet done so to follow their exampl~;

11. Reaffirms the le~timacy of the struggle of the
oppressed people of South Africa for the total eradication
of apartheid and for the establishment of a non-racial,
democratic society in which all the people, irrespective of
race, colour or creed, enjoy human rights and fundamental
freedoms;

12; Pays tribute to and expresses solidarity with organi
zations and individuals struggling against apartheid and
for a non-racial, democratic society in accordance with the
principles of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights;39

13. Requests the Secretary~General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session on the imple
mentation of the present resolution.

111th plenary meeting
10 December 1985

40/95. Unb:ed Nations Conference for the Promotion
of International Co-operation in the Peaceful
Uses of Nuclear Energy

The General Assembly,
Reaffirming the principles and provisions of its resolu

tion 32/50 of 8 December 1977,
Recalling its subsequent resolutions 33/4 of 2

November 1978, 34/63 of 29 November 1979, 35/112 of



42 General Assembly-Fortiet~ Session

8.
vide t
perfo

Th
Ha

Exerc
Peopl

Not
in p

Rec
33/28
1979,
Dece
of 13

I.
the
bly

2.
Divisi
to di
Asse
34/65
graphs
the Co
the Pa

3. ,
Divisil
resoun
progra:
non-g()
awarell
and to
implen
tee on
tinian .

4. j
continl
matio
Divisi
cove'
Pales .

5.
their
Inalien
sion 11
tasks;

6.
Mem
Interna
andth
occasio

The
Havi

Exerci
People,

40/96. Question of Palestine

76 Report of the International COllference on the Question of Palestine,
Geneva, 29 August-7 September /983 (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.83.1.21). chap. I, sect. B.

A

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 3376 (XXX) of to November
1975,31/20 of24 November 1976,32/40 of2 December
1977, 33/28 of 7 December 1978, 34/65 A and B of 29
November 1979 and 34/65 C and D of 12 December
1979, ES-7/2 of 29 July 1980, 35/169 of 15 December
1980,36/120 of to December 1981, ES-7/4 of 28 April
1982, ES-7/5 of 26 June 1982, ES-7/9 of 24 September
1982, 37/86 A of 10 December 1982, 38/58 A of 13
December 1983 and 39/49 A of 1I December 1984,

Having considered the report of the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People,7s

I. Expresses its appreciation to the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People
for its efforts in performing the tasks assigned to it by the
General Assembly;

2. Endorses the recommendations contained in para
graphs 163 to 172 of the report of the Committee7S and
draws the attention of the Security Council to the fact that
action on the Committee's recommendations, as repeat
edly endorsed by the General Assembly at its thirty-first
session and subsequently, is still awaited;

3. Requests the Committee to continue to keep under
review the situation re-Iating to the question of Palestine as
well as the implementation of the Programme of Action
for the Achievement of Palestinian Rights76 and to report
and make suggestions to the General Assembly or the
Security Council, as appropriate;

4. Authorizes the Committee to continue to exert all
effort£ to promote the implementation of its recommenda
tions, induding representation at conferences an: meet
ings and the sending of delegations wher~ such activities
would be considered by it to be appropriate, and to report
thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-first session
and thereafter;

5. Requests the Committee to continue to extend its
co-operation to non-governmental organizations in their
contribution towards heightening international awareness
of the facts relating to the question of Palestine and in cre
ating a more favourable atmosphere for tile full implemen
tation of the Committee's recommendaticds, and to take
the necessary steps to expand its contacts with those
organizations;

6. Requests the United Nations Conciliation Commis
sion for Palestine, established under General Assembly
resolution 194 (III) of II December 1948, as well as other
United Nations bodies associated with the question of
Palestine, to co-operate fully with the Committee and to
make available to it, at its request, the relevant informa
tion and documentation which they have at their disposal;

7. Decides to circulate the report of the Committee to
all the competent bodies of the United Nations and urges
them to take the necessary action, as appropriate, in
accordance with the Committee's programme of imple
mentation;

2. Expresses its appreciation for the efforts of the
Chairman of the Preparatory Committee and the Secre
tary-General of the Conference in pursuance of paragraph
3 of General Assembly resolution 39/74;

3. Notes with satisfaction the progress made in the
preparations for the Conference and requests the Secre
tary-General of the Conference to continue with the prepa
rations;

5 December 1980. 36/78 of9 December 1981. 371167 of
17 December 1982,38/60 of 14 December 1983 and 39/
74 of 13 December 1984,

Noting that the Preparatory Committee for the United
Nations Conference for the Promotion of International
Co-operation in the Peaceful Uses ofNuclear Energy at its
sixth session decided to establish a Working Group to
carry out formal/official inter-sessional intergovernmental
work under the guidance of the Chairman of the Commit
tee. participation being open to members of the Prepara
tory Committee and to other interested Member States,
and that the Working Group will conclude its deliberations
in time to submit its report to the Preparatory Committee
for consideration at its seventh session to be held at
Vienna from to to 21 November 1986,73

Noting further that the Preparatory Committee, upon
reconsideration of the dates of the Conference on practical
considerations and on the understanding that this did not
constitute a reopening of the question of timing in any
substantive sense, decided that the Conference should be
held at Geneva from 23 March to 10 April 1987,74

114th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

I. Approves the conclusions and decisions contained in
the report of the Preparatory Committee for the United
Nations Conference for the Promotion of International
Co-operation in the Peaceful Uses ofNuclear Energy on its
sixth session, inclUding the dates for the seventh session of
the Preparatory Committee, from to to 21 November
1986, and the new dates ofthe Conference, from 23 March
to 10 April 1987;

73 See Oflidal Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supple
ment No. 47 (A/40/47), para. 25.

74 Ibid.• para. 4J.
7S Ibid., Supplement No. 35 (A/40/35).

4. Invites the International Atomic Energy Agency, the
spec.ialized ~gencies and other relevant organizations of
the United Nations system to contribute further to the
preparations of the Conference by revising and updating,
as necessary and appropriate, their input documents for
the Conference, bearing in mind paragraph 7 of General
Assembly resolution 39/74 and in the light of the com
ments by the members of the Preparatory Committee at its
sixth session;

5. Invites all States to co-operate actively in the prepa
rations for the Conference and to make available at the
earliest the information requested in paragraph 9 of Gen
eral Assembly resolution 36/78 and in the broad question
naire circulated by the Secretary-General of the Con
ference in March 1984;

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "United Nations Con
ference for the Promotion of International Co-operation in
the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy".
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8. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to pro
vide the Committee with all the necessary facilities for the
performance of its tasks.

114th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

B

The General Assembly,
Having considered the report of the Committee on the

Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People,7s

Noting the particularly relevant information contained
in paragraphs 13~ to 150 of that report,

Recalling its resolutions 32/40 B of2 December 1977,
33/28 C of 7 ~mber 1978, 34/65 D of 12 December
1979, 35/169 D of 15 December 1980, 36/120 B of IQ
December 1981, 37/86 B of IQ December 1982, 38158 B
of 13 December 1983 and 39/49 B of 11 December 1984,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the action taken by
the Secretary-General in compliance with General Assem
bly resolution 39/49 B; .

2. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the
Division for Palestinian Rights ofthe Secretariat continues
to discharge the tasks detailed in paragraph I of General
Assembly resolution 32/40 B, paragraph 2 (b) ofresolution
34/65 D, paragraph 3 of resolution 36/120 B and para
graphs 2 and 3 of resolution 38158 B, in consultation with
the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of
the Palestinian People and under its guidance;

3. Also requests the Secretary-General to provide the
Division f')r Palestinian Rights with the necessary
resource!! to accomplish its tasks and to expand its work
programme, particularly through additional meetings for
non-governmental organizations, in order to heighten
awareness of the facts relating to the question of Palestine
and to create a more favourable atmosphere for the full
implementation of the recommendations of the Commit
tee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Pales
tinian People;

4. Further requests the Secretary-General to ensure the
continued co-operation of the Department of Public Infor
mation and other units of the Secretariat in enabling the
Division for Palestinian Rights to perform its tasks and in
covering adequately the various aspects of the question of
Palestine;

5. Invites all Governments ano organizations to lend
their co-operation to the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People and the Divi
sion for Palestinian Rights in the performance of their
tasks;

6. Takes note with appreciation of the action taken by
Member States to observe annually on 29 November the
International Day ofSolidarity with the Palestinian People
and the issuance by them ofspecial postage stamps for the
occasion.

114th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

c
The General Assembly,
Having considered the report of the Committee on the

Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian
People,75

Noting, in particular, the information contained in para
graphs 151 to 162 of that report,

Recalling its resolutions 38/58 E of 13 December 1983
and 39/49 C of II December 1984,

Convinced that the world-wide dissemination of accu
rate and comprehensive information and the role of non
governmental organizations and institutions remain of
vital importance in heightening awareness of and support
for the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people to self
determination and to ilie establishment ofan independent
sovereign Palestinian State,

I. Takes note with appreciation of the action taken by
the Department ofPublic Information of the Secretariat in
compliance with General Assembly resolutions 38/58 E
and 39/49 C;

2. Requests the Department of Public Information, in
full co-operation and co-ordination with the Committee
on the Exercise ofthe Inalienable Rights ofthe Plitestinian
People, to continue its special information programme on
the question of Palestine for the biennium 1986-1987 and,
in particular:

(a) To disseminate information on all the activities of
the United Nations system relating to the question of
Palestine;

(b) To continue to update publications on the facts and
developments pertaining to the question of Palestine;

(c) To publish brochures and booklets on the various
aspects of the question of Palestine, including Israeli viola
tions of the human rights of the Arab inhabitants of the
occupied territories;

(d) To expand its audio-visual material on the ques
tion of Palestine, including the production of a new film,
special serie1; .of radio programmes and television broad
casts;

(e) To organize fact-finding news missions to the area
for journalists;

(j) To organize regional and national encounters for
journalists.

114th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

D

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 38158 C of 13 December 1983
and 39/49 D of 11 December 1984, in which it, inter alia,
endorsed the convening of an International Peace Con
ference on the Middle East,

Reaffirming its resolution 39/49 D, in which it, inter
alia, requested the Secretary-General, in consultation with
the Security Council, to continue his efforts with a view to
convening the Conference,

Having considered the reply ofthe President of the Secu
rity Council to the Secretary-General, dated 26 February
1985, in which he, inter alia, stated on the subject of the
Conference: "In this context, members of the Council
invite the Secretary-Gen~ral to continue consultations on
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SITUATION IN NAMIBIA RESULTING FROM THE ILLEGAL
OCCUPATION OFTHE TERRITORY BY SOUTH AFRICA

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 2145 (XXI) of 27 October 1966,

by which it decided to terminate the Mandate of South
Africa over Namibia and to place the Territory under the
direct responsibility of the United Nations,

Recalling, in particular, its resolution 224R (S-V) of 19
May 1967, by which it established the United Nations
Council for Namibia as the legal Administ~ring Authority
for Namibia until independence,

Recallingfurther its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 Decem
ber 1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,

Having examined the report of the United Nations
Council for Namibia,83

Having examined also the relevant chapters of the
report of the Special Committee on the Situation with
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples,84

Recalling further other resolutions and decisions declar
ing the illegality of the continued occupation of Namibia
by South Africa, in particular Security Council resolution
284 (1970) of29 July 1970 and the advisory opinion of the
International Court of Justice of 21 June 1971,8s

Bearing in mind that 1986 will mark the twentieth anni
versary of the termination of the Mandate ofSouth Africa
over Namibia by the General Assembly on 27 October
1966, and expressing its grave concern that, in the period
of time that has elapsed, South Africa has contim;ed its
illegal occupation of Namibia in defiance of resolutions
and decision'.\ of the General Assembly,

Recalling also its resolutions 3 i II (XXVIII) of 12
December 1973 and 31/146 and 31/152 of 20 December
1976, by which it, inter alia. recognized the South West
Africa People's Organization as the sole and authentic rep
resentative of the Namibian people and granted observer
status to it,

Recallingfurther its resolutions ES-812 of 14 September
1981 and 36/121 B of 10 December 1981, by which it
called upon States to cease forthwith, individually and col
lectively, all dealings with South Africa in order totally to
isolate it politically, economically, militarily and cultur
"Ily,

Taking note ofSecurity Council resolution 566 (1985) of
19 June 1985, by which the Council condemned the racist
regime of South Africa for its installation of a so-called
interim government and declared such action to be illegal,
null and void,

Noting also the Final Document of the Extraordinary
Ministerial Meeting of the Co-ordinating Bureau of Non
Aligned Countries on the question of Namibia, held at

40/97. Question of Namibia82

A

81 Al401779-S/17581 and Corr.1. For the printed text, see Of!U:ial Records
of the Security Cour.::i1, Fortieth Year, Supplement lor Octooer, November
and December 1985, document S/1758 I.

82 See also sect. I, fooinote 8, and sect. KB.6, decision 40/409.
83 Official Records ofthe General Assembij. Fortieth Session, Supplement

No. 14 (Al40124),
84 Ibid., Supplement No. 23 (Al40123), chaps. I-m, v, VII and IX.
8S Legal Consequences for States ofth/?'Continued Presence ofSouth Africa

in Namibia (South West Africa) notwithstanding SeclAriiy Council resolution
276 (/970), Advisory Opinion, 1.e.J. Reports, 1971, p. 16.

77 See A.t4Oli 68-S/17014, para. 3. For the printed text, see Official Records I
ofthe Security Council, Fortieth Year, Supplement for January, February and .
March 1985, document S/17014, para. 3.

78 A/39/130-S/16409. For the printed text, see Official Records of the
Security Council, Thirty-ninth Year, Supplement for January, February and
March 1984, document S/I6409.

79 A/39/130/Add.l-S/16409/Add.1. For the printed text, see Official
Records of the Security Council, Thirty-ninth Year, Supplement for July,
August and September 1984, document S/16409/Add.J.

110 Al40/168.SlI7014. For the printed text, see Official Records of the
Security Council, Fortieth Year, Supplement for January, February and
March 1985, document Sl17014.

the subject in any manner he deems appropriate in the
light of General Assernbiy resolution 39/49 D.",77

Having co~idered again the reports of the Secretary
General of 13 March 198478 and 13 September 1984,79 in
which he stated, illter alia, that it was clear from the
replies of the Governments of Israel and the United States
of America that they were not prepared to participate in
the proposed Conference, and regretting the continued
negative response of these two Governments and the lack
of willingness to reconsider their position towards the
Conference,

Having considered the reports of the Secretary-General
of II March 198580 and 22 October 1985,81 in which he,
inter alia, referred to the difficulties experienced in his
efforts made the previous year with a view to convening
the Conference,

Having heard the constructive statements made by
numerous representatives, including that of the Palestine
Liberation Organization,

Taking note of the positive positions of the concerned
parties, including the Palestine Liberation Organization,
and of other States on the convening of the Conference,79

Taking note also of the position of the Palestine libera
tion Organization which condemns all acts of terrorism,
whether committed by States or individuals, including acts
of terrorism committed by Israel against the Palestinian
people and the Arab nation,

Reiterating once again its conviction that the convening
of the Conference would constitute a major contribution
by the United Nations towards the achievement ofa COIr.
prehensive, just and lasting solution to the Arab-Israeli
conflict,

I. Takes note with appreciation of the reports of the
Secretary-General;

2. Reaffirms again its endorsement of the call for con
vening the International Peace Conference on the Middle
East in conformity with the provisions ofits resolution 38/
58 C;

3. Stresses the urgent need for additional constructive
efforts by all Governments in order to convene the Con
ference without further delay ar,d for the achievement of
its peaceful objectives;

4. Determines that the que,stion of Palestine is the root
cause of the Arab-Israeli conflict in the Middle East;

5. Calls upon the Governments of Israel and the
United States of America to reconsider their positions
towards the attainment of peace in the Middle East
through the convening of the Conference;

6. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with
the Security Council, to continue his efforts with a view to
convening the Conference and to report thereon to the
General Assembly not later than 15 March 1986;

7. Decides to consider at its forty-first session the
report of the Secretary-General on the implementation of
the present resolution.

114th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

-
General Assembly- Fortieth· Session
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New Delhi from 19 to 21 April 1985,86 the consensus on
Namibia adopted by the Special Committee on the Situa
tion with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples at its extraordinary session held at Tunis from
13 to 17 May 1985,41 the Final Document adopted by the
United Nations Council for Namibia at its extraordinary
plenary meetings held at Vienna from 3 to 7 June 1985,42
the resolution on Namibia adopted by the Organization of
African Unity Co-ordinating Committee for the Libera
tion of Africa at its forty-fourth session, held at Arusha,
United Republic of Tanzania, from 4 to 6 July 1985, and
by the Council of Ministers of the Organization of African
Unity at its forty-second ordinary session, held at Addis
Ababa from 10 to 17 July 1985,87 and the Final Political
Declaration adopted by the Conference of Foreign Minis
ters of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Luanda from 4 to 7
September 1985,88

Strongly reiterating that the continuing illegal and colo
nial occupation of Namibia by South Africa, in defiance of
repeated General Assembly and Security Council resolu
tions, constitutes an act of aggression against the Namib
ian people and a challenge to the authority of the United
Nations, which has direct.responsibility for Namibia until
independence,

Stressing the solemn responsibility of the international
community to take all possible measures in support of the
Namibian people in their liberation struggle under the
leadership of the South West Africa People's Organization,

Noting that 1985 marks the twenty-fifth anniversary of
the creation of the South West Africa People's Organiza
tion,

Reaffirming its full support for the armed struggle of the
Namibian people, under the leadership of the South West
Africa People's Organization, to achieve self-determina
tion, freedom and national independence in a united
Namibia, and recognizing that 1986 will mark the twenti
eth. anniversary of the launching of the armed !.\truggle by
the South West Africa People's Organization againsi South
Africa's colonial occupation,

Indignant at South Africa's persistent refusal to comply
with resolutions of the Security Council, in particular reso
lutions 385 (1976) of 30 January 1976, 435 (i978) of 29
September 1978, 439 (1978) of 13 November 1978, 532
(1983) of 31 May 1983.539 (1983) of 28 October 1983
and 566 (1985) of 19 June 1985, and at its manoeuvres
aimed at perpetuating its illegal occupation of Namibia
and its brutal exploitation of the Namibian people,

Deploring South Africa's continued intransigence and
insistence on irrelevant and unacceptable pre-conditions
to the independence ofNamibia, its attempts to bypass the
United Nations and its designs aimed at perpetuating its
'.}Iegal occupation of the Territory through the establish
ment of puppet political institutions,

Deeply concernedat South Africa's increasing militariza
tion of Namibia, the forced conscription of Namibians,
the creation of tribal armies and the use of mercenaries for
the repression of the Namibian people and for carrying out
aggression against neighbouring States,

Strongly condemning the racist regime of South Africa
for de"eloping a nuclear capability for military and aggres
sive purposes,

Expressing its grave concern at the continued occupation
of parts of southern Angola by South African troops,
which has been facilitated by support extended to the

86 A/40/307-S/17184 ancl Corr.I, annex.
87 A/40/666, annex 11, resoiution CM/Res. I003 (XLII).
88 A/40/854-S/17610 and Corr.I, annex I.

racist regime and to subversive elements within Angola by
certain Western States,

Expressing its strong condemnation of South Africa's
use ofNamibian territory as a springboard for its continu
ing acts of aggression against independent African States,
particularly Angola and Botswana, which have caused
extensive loss of human life and destruction of economic
infrastructures,

Reaffirming that the resources ofNamibia are the invio
lable heritage of the Namibian people and that the exploi
tation of those resources by foreign economic interests
under the protection of the illegal colonial regime ofSouth
Africa, in violation of the Charter of the United Nations,
of the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and
the Security Council, of Decree No. I for the Protection of
the Natural Resources of Namibia,89 enacted by the
United Nations Council for Namibia on 27 September
1974, and in disregard of the advisory opinion of the
International Court of Justice of 21 June 1971, is illegal
and encourages the occupation regime to be even more
intransigent and defiant,

Taking note ofthe decision of the United Nations Coun
cil for Namibia of 2 May 1985 to initiate legal proceedings
in the domestic courts of States against corporations or
individuals involved in the exploitation, transport, proces
sing or purchase of Namibia's natural resources, as part of
its efforts to give effect to Decree No. I for the Protection
of the Natu.raJ Resources of Namibia,

Deeply deploring the continued collaboration between
certain States and South Africa in the political, military,
economic and nuclear fields, in disregard of the relevant
resolutions of the General Assem~ly and the Se!:urity
Council,

Deeply concerned at the continued assistance rendered
to the racist Pretoria regime by certain international organ
izations and institutions, in disregard of the relevant reso
lutions of the General Assembly,

Indignant at the continuing arbitrary imprisonment and
detention ofleaders, members and supporters of the South
West Africa People's Organization, the killing, torture and
murder of innocent Namibians and other inhuman meas
ures by the illegal occupation regime designed to intimi
date the Namibian peop',e and to destroy their determina
tion to fulfil their legitimate aspirations for self
determination, freedom and national independence in a
united Namibia,

Noting with grave concern that the Security Council has
been prevented, on account of the vetoes cast by one or
more of its Western permanent members, from taking
effective action against South Africa in the discharge of its
responsibilities under Chapter VII of the Charter,

Commending the efforts of the United Nations Council
for Namibia in the discharge of the responsibilities
entrusted to it under the relevant resolutions of the Gen
eral Assembly as the legal Administering Authority for
Namibia until independence,

I. Approves the report of the United Nations Council
for Namibia;

2. Takes special note of the Final Document contain
ing the Declaration and Programm..: ofAction, adopted by
the United Nations Council for Namibia at its extraordi
nary plenary meetings held at Vienna from 3 to 7 June
1985;

89 Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-fifth Session, Supple
ment No. 24 (A/35/24), vol. I, annex 11.
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3., Takes note of the important debate on the question
of Namibia, held in the Security Council from 10 to 19
June 1985;90

4. Further takes note of Security Council resolution
566 (1985) by which the Council, inter alia, condemned
South Africa for its installation ofa so-called interim gov
ernment in Namibia and further condemned that regime
for its obstruction of the implementation of Council reso
lution 435 (1978) by insisting on conditions contrary to
the provisions ofthe United Nations plan for the indepen
dence of Namibia as embodied in that resolution;

5. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of
Namibi& to self-determination, freedom and national
independence in a united Namibia, in accordance with the
Charter of the United Nations and as recognized in Gen
eral Assembly resolutions 1514 (XV) and 2145 (XXI) and
in subsequent resolutions of the Assembly relating to
Namibia, as well as the legitimacy of their struggle by all
the means at their disposal, including armed struggle,
against the illegal occupation of their territory by South
Africa;

6. Strongly condemns the South African regime for its
continued illegal occupation of Namibia in defiance of the
resolutions of the United Nations relating to Namibia;

7. Declares that South Africa's illegal occupation of
Namibia constitutes an act of aggression against the
Namibian people in terms of the Definition of Aggression
contained in General Assembly resolution 3314 (XXIX) of
14 December 1974, and supports the armed struggle of the
Namibian people, under the leadership of the South West
Africa People's Organization, to repel South Africa's
aggression and to achieve self-determination, freedom and
national independence in a united Namibia;

8. Reiterates that, in accordance with its resolution
2145 (XXI), Namibia is the direct responsibility of the
United Nations until genuine self-determination and
national independence are achieved in the Territory and,
for this purpose, reaffirms the mandate given to the United
Nations Council for Namibia as tIre legal Administering
Authority for Namibia until independence under resolu
tion 2248 (S-V) and subsequent resolutions of the General
Assembly;

9. Reaffirms its decision that the United Nations
Council for Namibia, in accordance with the mandate con
ferred upon it by General Assembly resolution 2248 (S-V),
should proceed to establish its administration in Namibia
in 1986;

10. Reaffirms that the South West Africa People's
Organization, the nationil1 liberation movement of
Namibia, is the sole and authentic representative of the
Namibian people;

11. Further reaffirms that the genuine independence of
Namibia can be achieved only with the direct and full par
ticipation of the South West Africa People's Organization
in all efforts to implftment the resolutions of the United
Nations relating to Namibia;

12. Reaffirms that Security Council resolution 435
(1978) remains the only acceptable basis for a peaceful set
tlement of the Namibian question, and calls once again for
its immediate and unconditional implementation; I

13. Expresses its dismay at the failure to date of the
Security Council to discharge effectively its responsibilities
for the maintenance of peace and security in southern
Africa, owing to the opposition of its Western permanent
members;

90 See Offidal Records of the Security Council. Fortieth Year, 2583rd,
2584th, 2586th.2590th and 2592nd-2595th meetings. .

14. Urges the Security Council to act decisively in ful
filment of the direct responsibility of the United Nations
over Namibia and to take, without further delay, appropri
ate action to ensure that the United Nations plan, as
embodied in Council resolution 435 (1978), is not under
mined or modified in any way and that it is fully respected
and implemented;

15. Reiterates its conviction that South Africa's con
tinued illegal occupation of Namibia, its defiance of
United Nations resolutions, its brutal repression of the
Namibian people, its acts ofdestabilization and aggression
against independent African States and its policies of
apartheid constitute a threat to international peace and
security;

16. Declares that comprehensive mandatory sanctions
under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations
are the most effective measures to ensure South Africa's
compliance with the resolutions and decisions of the
United Nations;

17. Strongly condemns South Africa for the imposition
of the so-called interim government in Namibia on 17
June 1985, declares this measure null and void, and
affirms that this new manoeuvre clearly shows once again
that Pretoria does not have the slightest intention of
respecting the United Nations plan, as embodied in Secu
rity Council resolution 435 (1978), and is seeking, quite to
the contrary, to consolidate its illegal hold over the Terri
tory by creating puppet political institutions to serve its
own interests;

18. Denounces all fraudulent constitutional and politi
cal schemes by which the illegal racist regime of South
Africa attempts to perpetuate its colonial domination of
Namibia, and, in particular, calls upon the international
community t.> continue to refrain from according any rec
ognition or extending any co-operation to any regime
imposed 'by the illegal South African administration upon
$e Namibian people in violation ofSecurity Council reso
lutions 385 (1976), 435 (1978), 439 (1978), 532 (1983),
539 (1983) and 566 (1985) and of other relev~t resolu
tions of the General Assembly and the Council;

19. Reaffirms that all such manoeuvres are fraudulent
and null and void and that they must be rejected categori
cally by all States as called for in' the relevant resolutions of
the General Assembly and the Security Council;

20. Declares that all so-called laws and proclamations
issued by the illegal occupation regime in Namibia are ille
gal, null and void;

21. Strongly urges the Security Council to act deci
sively against any dilatory manoeuvres and fraudulent
schemes of the illegal occupation regime aimed at frustrat
ing the legitimate struggle of the Namibian people, under
the leadership of the South West Africa People's Organiza
tion, for self-determination and national liberation;

22. Reiterates that there are only two parties to the
conflict in Namibia, namely, the people ofNamibia, led by
their sole and authentic representative, the South West
Africa People's Organization, on the one hand, and the
illegal occupation regime of South Africa, on the other,

23. Further reiterates that Member States must exert
all efforts to counter any manoeuvres aimed at circum
venting the United Nations and undermining its primary
responsibility for the decolonization of Namibia;

24. Welcomes and endorses the universal and categori
cal rejection of the "linkage" advanced by South Africa
between the independence of Namibia and irrelevant and
extraneous issues, such as the presence of Cuban forces in

......

j ....
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Angola, and emphasizes unequivocally that such "link
age", in addition to delaying the decolonization process in
Namibia, constitutes an interference in the internal affairs
of Angola;

25. Welcomes and endorses the world-wide and justi
fied condemnation of the policy of constructive engage
ment with South Africa as one which, in addition to
encouraging South Africa's intransigence and thereby
delaying Namibia's independence, has been Jiscredited
and made bankrupt by the very actions of the Pretoria
regime both within South Africa and in the ~1)uthern

African region as a whole;
26. Expresses its appreciation to the front-line States

and the South West Africa People's Organization for their
statesmanlike and constructive attitude in the efforts
aimed at implementing Security Council resolution 435
(1978);

27. Reaffirms its conviction that the solidarity and sup
port of the front-line States for thl" Na.'11ibian cause con
tinues to be a factor of paramount importance in the
efforts to bring genuine independence to the Territory;

28. Strongly urges the international community to
increase, as a matter of urgency, financial, material, mili
tary and political support to the front-line States so as to
enable them to resolve their own economic difficulties,
which are largely a consequence of Pretoria's policies of
aggression and subversion, and to defend themselves bet
ter against South Africa's persistent attempts to destabilize
them;

29. Requests Member States urgently to extend all nec
essary assistance to Angola and other front-line States, in
order to ellable them to strengthen their defence capacity
against South Africa's acts of aggression;

30. Commends the South West Africa People's Organ
ization for its continued intensification of the struggle on
all fronts, including the armed struggle, and for its com
mitment to embrace all Namibian patriots in an effort to
strengthen further national unity so as to ensure the terri
torial integrity and sovereignty of a united Namibia, and
welcomes the consolidation 01 unity in action by the patri
otic forces in Namibia un~~r the leadership of the South
West Africa People's Organization, during the critical
phase of their struggle for national and social liberation;

31. Reaffirms its solidarity with, and support for, the
South West Africa People's Organization, the sole and
authentic representative of the Namibian people, and pays
tribute to that organization for the sacrifices it has made in
the field of battle and also for the spirit of statemanship,
co-operation and far-sightedness it has displayed in the
politi'.::al and diplomatic arena despite the most extreme
provocations on the part of the racist Pretoria regime;

32. Calls upon Member States and the specialized
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations
system to render sustained and increased support, as well
as material, financial, military and other assistance, to the
South West Africa People's Organization so as to enable it
to intensify its struggle for the liberation of Namibia;

33. Urges all Governments and the specialized agen
cies and other intergovernmental organizations to provide
increased material assistance to the thousands of Namib
ian refugees who have been forced by the apartheid
regime's oppressive policies to flee Namibia, especially
into the neighbouring front-line States;

34. Solemnly reaffirms that Namibia's accession to
independence must be with its territorial integrity intact,
including Walvis Bay and the offshore islands, and reiter
ates that, in accordance with the resolutions ofthe United
Nations, in particular Security Council resolution 432
(1978) of 27 July 1978 and General Assembly resolutions

S-9/2 00 May 1978 and 35/227 A of6 March 1981, any
attempt by South Africa to annex them is, therefore, ille
gal, null and void;

35. Calls upon the Security Council to declare .:ategori
cally that Walvis Bay is an integral part of Namibia and
that the question should not be left as a matter for negotia
tion between an independent Namibia and South Africa;

36. Strongly condemns South Africa for obstructing
the implementation of United Nations resolutions, in par
ticular Security Council resolutions 385 (1976), 435
(1978), 439 (1978), 532 (1983), 539 (1983) and i66
(1985), and for its manoeuvres, in contravention of those
resolutions, designed to consolidate its colonial and nea
colonial interests at the expense of the legitimate aspira
tions of the Namibian people fCir genuine self-determina
tion, freedom and national independence in a united
Namibia;

37. Strongly condemns the continuing collaboration
between South Africa and certain Western countries in the
political, economic, diplomatic and financial fields, and
expresses its conviction that such collaboration helps to
prolong South Africa's domination and control over the
people and Territory of Namibia;

38. Deplores, in this context, the establishment and
operation by racist South Africa of the so-called Namibia
Information Offices in France, the Federal Republic of
Germany, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland and the United States ofAmerica, aimed
at legitimizing its puppet institutions in Namibia, in par
ticular the so-called interim government for which the
racist regime has been condemned by the Security Council
and the international community, and demands their
immediate closure;

39. Notes with appreciation the recent measures taken
by some Stat.es, parliamentarians, institutions and non
governmental organizations in order to exert pressure on
the racist regime of South Africa and calls upon them to
redouble and intensifY their efforts to force the racist
regime to comply with the resolutions and decisions of the
United Nations relating to Namibia and South Africa;

40. Calls once (!gain upon all Governments, especially
those which have close links with South Africa, to support,
in co-operation with the United Nations Council for
Namibia, the actions of the United Nations to defend the
national rights of the Namibian people until independence
and to isolate the racist regime of South Africa;

41. Strongly condemns South Africa for its military
build-up in Nami.bia, its introduction ofcompulsory mili
tary service for Namibians, its proclamation ofa so-called
security zone in Namibia, its recruitment and training of
Namibians for tribal armies, its use of mercenaries to sup
press the Namibian people and to carry out its military
attacks against independent African States, its threats and
acts of subversion and aggression against those States and
the forcible displacement of Namibians from their homes;

42. Strongly condemns South Africa for its imposition
of military conscription of all Namibian males between
seventeen and fifty-five years of age into the occupying
colonial army, in yet further sinister attempls to suppress
the national liberation struggle of the Namibian people
and to force Namibians to kill one another, and declares
that all measures taken by racist South Africa by which the
illegal occupation regime attempts to enforce military con
scription in Namibia are il!ega}, null and void;

43. Strongly condemns the racist regime of South
Africa for its utilization of the international Territory of
Namibia as a springboard for perpetrating armed inva
sions,.. subversion, destabilization and aggression against
neighbouring African States;
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44.. Strongly condemns South Africa, in particular for
iUl~rsistent acts of aggression and subversion against
Angola, including the continued occupation of parts of
Angolan territory in gross violation of its sovereignty and
territorial integrity, and calls upon South Africa to cease
all acts ofaggression against Angola and withdraw imme
diately and unconditionally all its troops from that coun
try;

45. Expresses its grave concern at the acquisition of
nucJear-weapon capability by the racist regime of South
Africa and. declares that such acquisition constitutes a
threat to peace and security in Africa while posing a danger
to all mankind;

46. Condemns and calls for an immediate end to the
continuing military collaboration on the part of certain
Western countries with the racist regime of South Africa,
and expresses its conviction that such collaboration, in
addition to strengthening the aggressive military machin
ery of the Pretoria regime, thereby constituting a hostile
action against the people of Namibia and the front-line
States, is also in violation of the arms embargo imposed
against South Africa under Security Council resolution
418 (1977) of4 November 1977;

47. Declares that such collaboration encourages the
Pretoria regime in its defiance ofthe international commu
nity and obstructs efforts to eliminate apartheid and bring
South Africa's illegal occupation of Namibia to an end,
and· cd!s for the immediate cessation of such collabora
tion;

48. Calls upon all Stat"I\ to implement fully the arms
embargo imposed against South Africa under Security
Council resolution 418 (1977);

49. Calls upon the Security Council to adopt the neces
sary measures to tighten the arms embargo imposed
against South Africa under Council resolution 418 (1977)
and to ensure strict compliance with the embargo by all
States;

50. Further calls upon the Secu.rity Council to imple
ment, as a matter of urgency, the recommendations con
tained in the report of the Security Cmmcil Committee
established in pursuance of resolution 421 (1971);91

-51. Calls upon all States to comply with Security
Council resolution 558 (1984) of 13 December 1984 and
to refrain from importing arms, ammunition of all types
and military vehicles produced in South Africa;

52. Condemns all collaboration with the Pretoria
rc;,;.'me in the nuclear field, and calls upon all States that do
so to terminate such oollaboration, including ref~ning

from supplying the racist minority regime ofSouth Africa,
directly or indirectly, with installations, equipment or
material that might enable it to produce uranium, pluto
nium or other nuclear materials or reactors;

53. Reiterates its (:"(lll-upon all States to take legislative
and other appropriate measures to prevent the recruit
ment, training and transit of mercenaries for service in
Namibia;

54. Strongly condemns the illegal occupation regime of
South Africa for its massive repression of the people of
Namibia and their liberation movement, the South West
Africa People's Organization, in an attempt to intimiWite
and terrorize them into submission;

55. Demands once again that South Africa immedi
ately release all Namibian political prisoners, including all
those imprisoned or detained under the so-called internal
security laws, martial law or any other arbitrary measures,

91 Ibid., Thiny-lijih Year, Supplement for July, August and SeP/~""ber
1980. document S/14179. _;;:-

whether such Namibians have been charged or tried or are
being held without charge in Namibia or South Africa;

56. Demands that South Africa account for all "disap
peared" Namibians and release any who are still alive, and
declares that South Africa shall be liable to compensate the
victims, their families and the future lawful Government
of an independent Namibia for the losses sustained;

57. Reaffirms that the natural resources of Namibia,
including its marine resources, are the inviolable heritage
of the Namibian people, and expresses its deep concern at
the depletion of these resources, particularly its uranium
deposits, as a result of their plunder by South Africa and
certain Western and other foreign economic interests, in
violation of the pertinent resolutions of the General
Assembly and of the Security Council, of Decree No. I for
the Protection of the Natural Resources ofNamibia and in
disregard of the advisory opinion of the International
Court of Justice of 21 June 1971;

58. Endorses the decision by the United Nations
Council for Namibia at its extraordinary plenary meetings,
held at Vienna from 3 to 7 June 1985, that it will, in the
exercise ofits rights under the United Nations Convention
on the Law of the Sea,so proclaim an exclusive economic
zone for Namibia, the outer limit of which shall be 200
miles, and states that any action for the implementation of
that decision should be taken in consultation with the
South West Africa People's Organization, the representa
tive of the people of Namibia;

59. Declares that all activities of foreign economic
interests in Namibia are illegal under international law and
that all the foreign economic interests operating in
Namibia are liable to pay damages to the future lawful
Government of an independent Namibia;

60. Calls upon the United Nations Council for
Namibia, in pursuance of the relevant provisions of
Decree No. 1 for the Protection of the Natural Resources
ofNamibia, to take the necessary steps to compile statisti
cal information on the wealth illegally extracted from
Namibia with a view to assessing the extent ofcompensa
tion eventually due to an independent Namibia;

61. Strongly condemns the activities ofall foreign eco
nomic interests operating in Namibia which are illegally
exploiting the resources ofthe Territory, and demands that
these interests comply with all the relevant resolutions and
decisions of the United Nations by immediately refraining
from any new investment or any other activity in
Namibia, by withdraWing from the Territory and by put
ting an end to their co-operation with the illegal South
African administration;

62. Declares that, by their incessant exploitation of the
human and natural resources of the Territory and their
continued accumulation and repatriation of huge profits,
the foreign economic, financial and other interests opera
ting in Namibia constitute a major obstacle to its indepen
dence;

63. Requests once again all Member States, particu
larly those States whose corporations are engaged in the
exploitation ofNamibian resources, to take all appropriate
measures, including legislative and: enforcement action, to
ensure the full application of, and complialice-by all corpo
rations and individuals within their jurisdiction with, the
provisions of Decree No. 1 for the Protection of the Natu
ral Resources of Namibir

64. Calls upon the GOvernments of all States, particu
larly those whose corporations are involved in the mining
and processing of Namibian'Uranium, to take all appropri-
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ate measures in compliance with United Nations resolu
'~ons and decisions and Decree No. I for the Protection of
LIle Natural Resources of Namibia, including the practice
of requiring negative certificates of origin, to prohibit
State-owned and other corporations, together with their
subsidiaries, from dealing in Namibian uranium and from
engaging in any uranium-prospecting activities in
Namibia;

65. Approves of the decision of the United Nations
Council for Namibia of 2 May 1985 to initiate legal pro
ceedings in the domestic courts of States against corpora
tions or individuals involved in the exploitation, trans
port, processing or purchase of Namibia's natural
resources, as part of its efforts to give effect to Decree No.
I for the Protection of the Natural Resources of Namibia;

66. Requests the Governments of the Federal Republic
ofGermany, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, which operate the
Urenco uranium-enrichment plant, to have Namibian
uranium specifically excluded from the Treaty of
Almelo,92 which regulates the activities ofUrenco;

67. Urges the United Nations Council for Namibia, in
its capacity as the legal Administering Authority for
Namibia until independenCe, to consider the promulgation
of additional legislation in order to protect and promote
the interests of the people of Namibia and to implement
effectively such legislation;

68. Calls upon all specialized agencies, in particular
the International Monetary Fund, to terminate all collabo
ration with, and assistance to, the racist regime of South
Africa, since such assistance serves to augment the mili
tary capability of the Pretoria regime, thus enabling it not
only to continue the brutal repression in Namibia and
South Africa itself, but also to commit aggression against
independent neighbouring States;

69. Reiterates its request to all States, pending the
imposition ofcomprehensive mandatory sanctions against
South Africa, to take legislative, administrative and other
measures individually and collectively, as appropriate, in
order effectively to isolate South Africa politically, eco
nomically, militarily and culturally, in accordance with
General Assembly resolutions ES-812 and 36/121 B, and
its resolution 311233 A of 20 December 1982;

70. Requests the United Nations Council for Namibia,
in its implementation Qf paragraph 15 of General Assem
bly resolution ES-8/2 and of the relevant provisions of
Assembly resolutions 36/121 Band 37/233 A, to continue
to monitor the boycott of South Africa and to submit to
the Assembly at its forty-first session a comprehensive
report on aII,contacts between Member States and South
Africa containing an analysis of the information received
from Member States and other sources on the continuing
political, economic, financial and other relations of States
and their economic and other interest groups with South
Africa and of measures taken by States to terminate all
dealings with the racist regime of South Africa;

71. Requests all States to co-operate fully with the
United Nations Council for Namibia in the fulfilment of
its task conceming,the implementation ofGeneraI Assem
bly resolutions ES-8/2, 36/121 B and 37/233 A and to
report to the Secretary-General by the forty-first session of
the Assembly on the measures taken by them in the imple
mentation of those resolutions;

72. Declares that the liberation struggle in Namibia is
a conflict ofan international character in terms ofarticle 1,
paragraph 4, of Additional Protocol 16s to the Geneva
Conventions of 12 August 1949,66 and, in this regard,

92 United Nations, Treaty Series, vot. 795, No. 11326, p. 308.

demands that the Conventions and Additional Prot9R01 I
~ applied by South Africa, and in particular that all'~p
turedfreedom fighters be accorded prisoner-of-war status
as call~ for by the Geneva Convention relative to the
Treatment ofPrisoners ofWar93 and the Additional Proto-
col thereto; "

73. Declares that South Africa's defiance of the United
Nations, its illegal occupation of the international Terri
tory of Namibia, its war of repression against the Namib
ian people, its persistent acts of aggression against inde
pendent African States, its policies pf apartheid arid its
development of nuclear capability constitute a serious
threat to international peace and. security; .

74. Strong~v urges the Security Council, in view of the
persistent refusal by the racist regime of SOJ,lth Africa t9
comply with the resolutions and decisions of the United
Nations on the question of Namibia, particularly Security
Council resolutions 385 (1976), 43'5 (1978), 539 (1983)
and 566 (1985), and, in the light of the serious threat to
international peace and security posed by South Africa, to
impose comprehensive mandatory sanctions against that
country as provided for in Chapter VII of the Charter of
the United Nations;

75. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session on the imple
mentation of the present resolution.

115th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

B

IMPLEMENTATION OF SECURITY COUNCIL
RESOLUTION 435 (1978)

The General Assembly,
Indignant at South Africa's persistent refusal to comply

with Security Council resolutions 385 (1976) ono January
1976,431 (1978) of 27 July 1978,435 (1978) of 29 Sep
tember 1978, 439 (1978) of 13 November 1978, 532
(1983) of 31 May 1983, 539 (1983) of 28 October 1983
and 566 (1985) of 19 June 1985 and at its manoeuvres
aimed at gaining international recognition for illegitimate
groups which it has installed in "'lamibia and which are
subservient to Pretoria's interests, in order to maintain its
policies of domination and exploitation of the people and
natwaI resources of Namibia,

Reaffirming the imperative need to proceed, without
further delay, with the implementation ofSecurity Council
resolution 435 (1978) which, together with Council resolu
tion 385 (1976), is the only basis for a peaceful settlement
of the question of Namibia,

Reaffirming the inalienable right ofthe NamibiaIl people
to self-determination and independence, in accordance
with the Declaration on the Grantilig of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples contained in General
Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960; .

Strongly condemning racist South Africa fOr its con
tinued illegal occupation of Namibia and its manoeuvres
aimed at obstructing the implementation of Security
Council resolutions, in particular resolutions 385 (1976)
and 435 (1978),

Strongly condemning racist South Africa for itS con-.
tinued deni.al to the Namibian people of the exercise of
their inalienable right to self-determiI1ation and iIlde'ptm
dence,

·C)
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Rec~/ling that the "linkage" insisted upon by South
Africa of the independence of Namibia with totally irrele
vant and extraneous issues, such as the presence ofCuban
forces in Angola, has been rejected by the General Assem
bly and the Security Council and has been condemned
worldwide,

Reaffirming that the Cuban forces are in Angola by a
sovereign act of the Government ofAngola, in accordance
with the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations,
and that any attempts to link their presence in that country'
with Namibia's in~ependence constitute a gross and
unwarranted interference in the internal affairs ofAngola,

Reaffirming that the only parties to the conflict in
Namibia are, on the one hand, the Namibian people repre
sented by the South West Africa People's Organization,
their sole and authentic representative, and, on the other,
the racist regime of South Africa, which illegally occupies
the Territory,

Expressing its dismay at the fact that the Security Coun
cil has been prevented by its three Western permanent
members from adopting effective measures against South
Africa in the discharge of its responsibilities for the main
tenance of international peace and security,

Recalling its call upon all States, in view ofthe threat to
international peace and security posed by South Africa, to
impose comprehensive mandatory sanctions against that
country in accordance with the provisions ofthe Charter,94

Commending the South West Africa People's Organiza~

tion for its preparedness to co-operate fully with the Secre
tary-General of the United Nations and his Special Repre
sentative, including its expressed readiness to sign and
observe a cease-fire agreement with South Africa, in the
implementation of the United Nations plan for the inde
pendence of Namibia, as embodied in Security Council
resolution 435 (1978),

Condemning the racist regime of South Africa for its
installation ofa so-called interim government in Namibia,
in violation ofSecurity Council resolutions 435 (1978) and
439 (1978),

Expressing grave concern that, forty years after the
founding of the United Nations, the question of Namibia,
which has been with the Organization since its inception,
still remains unresolved,

Expressing grave concern at the lack of progress in
implementing Security Council resolution 435 (1978), as
indicated in the further reports of the Secretary-General
dated 29 December 1983,95 6 June 198596 and 6 Septem
ber 1985,97 concerning the implementation of Security
Council resolutions 435 (1978) and 439 (1978),

Recalling Security Council resolution 566 (1985) by
which the Council, inter alia, demanded that South Africa
co-operate fully with the Security Council and the Secre
tary-General in the implementation of that resolution and
warned that failure to do so would compel the Council to
meet forthwith to consider the adoption of appropriate
measures under the Charter,

Recalling its request to the Security Council, in view of
the persistent refusal by the racist regime of South Africa
to comply with the resolutions and decisions ofthe United
Nations on Namibia, particularly Security Council resolu
tions, and, in the light of the serious threat to intemationm
peace and security posed by South Afrita, to impose com
prehensive mandatory sanctions against that country as
provided for in Chapter VII ofthe Charter, in fulfilment of

94 See resolution ES-812.
95 Official Records ofthe Security Council. Thiny-eighth Year. Supplement

for October. November and December 1983. dr.<:dment S/16237. '
96Ibid•• Fonieth Year. Supplement for April. May and June 1985, docu-

ment SI 17242. :'

its responsibilities under the Charter and in response to
the overwhelming demand of the international commu
nity,

I. Strongly condemns South Africa for obstructing the
implementation of Security Council resolutions 385
(1976), 435 (1978), 439 (1978), 532 (1983), 539 (1983)
and 566 (1985) and for its manoeuvres, in contravention
of those resolutions, designed to consolidate its colonial
and neo-colonial interests at the expense of the legitimate
aspirations of the Namibian people for genuine self-deter
mination, freedom and national independence in a united
Namibia;

2. Reaffirms the direct responsibility of the United
Nations for Namibia pending its achievement of genuine
self-determination and national independence;

3. Reiterates that Security Council resolutions 385
(1976) and 435 (1978), relating to the United Nations plan
for the independence ofNamibia, constitute the only inter
nationally accepted basis for a peaceful settlement of the
Namibian problem, and demands their immediate and
unconditional implementation;

4. Condemns the continuing attempts by racist South
Africa to Set up puppet political institutions and impose an
"internal settlement" in Namibia, in defiance of resolu
tions and decisions of the United Nations, and, in this
context, condemns and rejects the puppet "Multi-Party
Conference" as the latest in a series ofpolitical. stratagems
through which Pretoria attempts to impose a neo-coionial
settlement i.n Namibia;

5. Strongly condemr.s the racist regime for the installa
tion ofthe so-called interim government in Namibia on 17
June 1985, declares this measure null and void, and calls
upon the international community to continue to refrain
from according any recognition or extending any co-opera
tion to any regime imposed by the illegal South African
administration upon the Namibian people, in violation of
Security-Council resolutions 385 (1976), 435 (1978), 439
(1978), 532 (1983) and 566 (1985) and other relevant reso
lutions of the Council and the General Assembly;

6. Demands that the racist regime of South Africa
immediately rescind the aforementioned illegal and uni
lateral action;

7. Further demands that South Africa urgently comply
fully and unconditionally with the resolutions of the Secu
rity Council, in particular resolutions 385 (1976) and 435
(1978) and subsequent resolutions of the Council relating
to Namibia; ~

8. Emphasizes once again that the only parties to the
conflict in Namibia are, on the one hand, the Namibian
people represented by the South West Africa People's
Organization, their sole and authentic representative, and,
on the other, the racist regime of South Africa, which ille
gally occupies the Territory;

9. Rejects all manoeuvres aimed at diverting attention
from the central issue of the decolonization ofNamibia by
introducing East-West confrontation to the detriment of
the legitimate aspirations of the Namibian people to self
determination, freedom. and national independence;

10. Strongly condemns and rejects the persistent
a1tempts by South Africa to establish a "linkage" or "par
allelism" between the independence of Namibia, in
aCCfJrdance with Security Council resolution 435 (1978)
2nd any extraneous and irrelevant issues, in particular the
presence of Cuban forces in Angola, and emphasizes

97 Ibid., Supplement for July. August and Sc.ptember 1985, document SI
17442.
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Reaffirming that Namibia is the direct responsibility of
the United Nations and that the Namibian people must be
enabled to attain self-determination and independence in a
united Namibia,

Recalling its resolution 2145 (XXI) of27 October 1966,
by which it decided to terminate the Mandate of South
Africa over Namibia and to place the Territory under the
direct responsibility of the United Nations,

Recognizing that 1986 will mark the twentieth anniver
sary of the termination by the General Assembly of the
Mandate of South Africa over Namibia and the assump
tion by the United Nations of direct responsibility for the
Territory,

Recalling its resolution 2248 (S-V) of 19 May 1967, by
which it established the United Nations Council for
Namibia as the legal Administering Authority for Namibia
until independence,

Taking into consideration the Final Document contain
ing the Declaration and Programme of Action, adopted by
the United Nations Council for Namibia at its extraordi
nary plenary meetings held at Vienna from 3 to 7 June
1985,42

Convinced of the need for continued consultations with
the South West Africa People's Organization in the formu
lation and implementation of the programme of work of
the United Nations Council for Namibia, as well as in any
matter of interest to the Namibian people,

Deeply conscious of the urgent and continuing need to
press for the termination of South Africa's illegal occupa
tion of Namibia and to put an end to its repression of the
Namibian people and its exploitation of the natural
resources of the Territory,

1. Approves the report of the United Nations Council
for Namibia, including the recommendations contained
therein, and decides to make adequate financial provision
for their implementation;

2. Expresses its strong support for the efforts of the
United Nations Council for Namibia in the discharge of
the responsibilities entrusted to it, both as the legal
Administering Authority for Namibia and as a policy
making organ of the United Nations;

3. Requests all Member States to cc-operate fully with
the United Nations Council for Namibia in the discharge
of the mandate entrusted to it under the provisions of
General Assembly resolution 2248 (S-V) and subsequent
resolutions of the Assembly;

4. Decides that the United Nations Council for
Namibia, in the discharge ofits responsibilities as the legal
Administering Authority for Namibia until independence,
shall:

(a) Continue to mobilize international support in order
to ;:;r~ss for the speedy withdrawal of the illegal South
African administration from Namibia in accordance '.vith
the resolutions of the United Nations relating to Namibia;

(b) Counter the policies of South Africa against the
Namibian people and against the United Nations, as weD
as against the United Nations Council for Namibia as the
legal Administering Authority for Namibia;

(c) Denounce and seek the rejection by all States ofall
kinds of schemes through which South Africa attempts to
perpetuate its illegal presence in Namibia;

(d) Ensure non-recognition of any administration or
entity instalioo at Windhoek not ensuing from free elec
tions in Namibia conducted under the supervision and
control of the United Nations, in accordance with the rele
vant resolutions ofthe Security Council, in particular reso
lutions 385 (1976) of 30 January 1976, 435 (1978) of 29
September 1978, 439 (1978) of 13 November 1978, 532
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unequivocally that all such attempts are designed to delay
further the independence ofNamibia and that they consti
tute a gross and unwarranted interference in the internal
affairs of Angola;

11. Demands that racist South Africa desist from its
reprehensible position in order to allow Namibia to attain
its long overdue independence;

12. Calls upon all States to condemn and reject any
attempt to link the independence ofNamibia with extrane
ous and irrelevant issues;

13. Requests the Security Council to exercise its
authority with regard to the implementation of its resolu
tions 385 (1976), 435 (1978), 532 (1983),539 (1983) and
566 (1985), so as to bring about the independence of
Namibia without further delay, and to act decisively
against any dilatory manoeuvres and fraudulent schemes
of the South African administration in Namibia aimed at
frustrating the legitimate struggle of the Namibian people
for independence;

14. Strongly condemns the use of the veto by the two
Western permanent members of the Security Council on
15 November 1985, as a result of which the Council was
prevented from taking effective measures under Chapter
VII of the Charter of the United Nations against South
Africa, and appeals to them to desist from further misuse
of the veto;

IS. Strongly urges the Security Council, in view of the
persistent refusal by the racist regime of South Africa to
comply with the resolutions and decisions of the United
Nations on the question of Namibia, particularly Security
Council resolutions 385 (1976), 435 (1978), 539 (1983)
and 566 (1985), and, in the light of the serious threat to
international peace and security posed by South Africa, to
impose comprehensive mandatory sanctions against that
country as j}rovided for in Chapter VII of the Charter of
the United Nations;

16. Calls upon the Western permanent members of the
Security Council to support the imposition ofenforcement
measures by it in order to ensure South Africa's compli
ance with the resolutions of the Council;

17. Calls upon all States, the specialized agencies and
other organizations of the United Nations system, corpo
rations, institutions, non-governmental organizations and
individuals, pending the imposition by the Security Coun
cil of comprehensive mandatory sanctions against the
racist regime of South Africa under Chapter VII of the
Charter, to cease all co-operation with that regime in the
political, economic, diplomatic, military, nuclear, cultural,
sports and other fields;

18. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session on the imple
mentation of the present resolution.

115th plenary meeting
13 December 1985
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The General Assembly,

Having examined the report of the United Nations
Council for Namibia,s3
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(1983) of 31 May 1983, 539 (1983) of 28 October 1983
and 566 (1985) of 19 June 1985;

(e) Undertake a concerted effort to counter the
attempts to establish a "linkage" or "parallelism" between
the independence of Namibia and extraneous issues such
as the withdrawal of Cuban forces from Angola;

5. Decides that the United Nations Council for
Namibia shall send missions of consultation to Govern
ments in order to co-ordinate efforts for the implementa
tion of resolutions of the United Nations on the question
of Namibia and to mobilize support for the Namibian
cause;

6. Decides further that the United Nations Council for
Namibia shall represent Namibia in United Nations con
ferences and intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations, bodies and conferences to ensure that the
rights and interests of Namibia shall be adequately protec
ted;

7. Decides that Namibia, represented by the United
Nations Council for Namibia, shall participate as a full
member in all conferences and meetings organized by the
United Nations to which all States or, in the case of
regional conferences and meetings, all African States, are
invited;

8. Requests all committees and other subsidiary bodies
of the General Assembly and of the Economic and Social
Council to continue to invite the United Nations Council
for Namibia to participate whenever the rights and inter
ests of Namibians are discussed, and to consult closely
with the Council before submitting any draft resolution
which may involve the rights and interests of Namibians;

9. Reiterates its request to all specialized agencies and
other organizations and institutions of the United Nations
system to grant full membership to Namibia, represented
by the United Nations Council for Namibia, so that the
Council may participate as the legal Administering
Authority for Namibia in the work of those agencies,
organizations and institutions;

10. Reiterates its request to all specialized agencies and
other organizations of the Uniteri Nations system that
have not yet done so to grant a waiver of the assessment of
Namibi3 during the period in which it is represented by
the United Nations Council for Namibia;

I I. Again requests all intergovernmental organiza
tions, bodies and conferences to ensure that the rights and
interests of Namibia are protected and to invite Namibia,
represented by the United Nations Council for Namibia,
to participate as a full member, whenever such rights and
interests are involved;

12. Requests the United Nations Council for Namibia,
in its capacity as the legal Administering Authority for
Namibia, to accede to any international conventions, as it
may deem appropriate in close consultation with the
South West Africa People's Organization;

13. Requests the United Nations Council for Namibia
to promote and secure the implementation of the Final
Document adopted at its extraordinary plenary meetings
held at Vienna;

14. Takes note ofthe call for action, appeals for action, I

conclusions and recommendations adopted by the regional
symposia and seminars,98 the Final Document adopted at
Vienna and the Plan adopted by the Conference on the
Intensification of International Action for the Indepen
dence of Namibia, held in New York from 11 to 13 Sep
tember 1985;99

98 See Official Records a/the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supple
ment No. 24 (A/40/24), part two, chap. Ill.

15. Decides that the United Nations Council for
Namibia shall:

(a) Consult regularly with the leaders of the South
West Africa People's Organization by inviting them to
New York and by sending high-level missions to the head
quarters of that organization, whenever necessary, in order
to review the progress of the liberation struggle in
Namibia;

(b) Review the progress of the liberation struggle in
Namibia in its political, military and social aspects and

. prepare comprehensive and analytical periodic reports
related thereto;

(c) Review the compliance of Member States with the
rclevant resolutions and decisions of the United Nations
relating to Namibia and, taking into account the advisory
opinion of the International Court of Justice of 21 June
1971,8s prepare annual reports on the f,ubject with a view
to recommending appropriate policies to the General
Assembly, in order to counter the support which those
States give the illegal South African administration in
Namibia;

(d). Take all measures to ensure the full implementa
tion of Decree No. 1 for the Protection of the Natural
Resources of Namibia, enacted by the United Nations
Council for Namibia on 27 September 1974;89

(e) Consider the illegal activities of foreign economic
intereuts, particularly the transnational corporations oper
ating in Namibia, including the exploitation of and trade
in Namibian uranium with a view to recommending
appropriate policies to the General Assembly, in order to
put an end to such activities;

(f) Undertake measures to ensure the closure of the so
called info!1Ilation offices created by the illegal South
African occupation regime in certain Western countries for
promoting its puppet institutions in Namibia, in violation
of the resolutions and decisions of the United Nations on
the question of Namibia;

(g) NotifY the Governments of States whose corpora
tions, whether public or private, operate in Namibia of the
illegality of such operations and urge them to take meas
ures to end such operations;

(h) Consider sending missions ofconsultation to Gov
ernments of States whose corporations have investments
in Namibia in order to persuade them to take all possible
measures to terminate such investments;

(I) Contact institutions and municipalities to
encourage them to divest their investments in Namibia
and South Africa;

(j) Contact specialized agencies and other international
institutions associated with the United Nations, in particu
lar the International Monetary Fund, with a view to pro
tecting Namibia's interests;

(k) Continue to draw the attention of States, the spe
cialized agencies and private corporations to Decree No. I
for the Protection of the Natural Resources of Namibia,
with a view to ensuring their compliance with the Decree;

(l) Organize international and regional activities, as
required, in order to obtain relevant information on all
aspects of the situation in and relating to Namibia, in par
ticular the exploitation of the people and resources of
Namibia by South African and foreign economic interests,
and to expose such activities, with a view to intensifYing
active support for the Namibian cause;

(m) Prepare and publish reports on the political, eco
nomic, military, legal and social situation in and relating
to Namibia;

99 AlAC.131/191.
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(n) Secure the territorial integrity of Namibia as a uni
tary State, including Walvis Bay and the offshore islands of
Namibia;

16. Decides to make adequate financial provision in
the section of the programme budget of the United
Nations relating to the United Nations Council for
Namibia to finance the office of the South West Africa
People's Organization in New York, in order to ensure
appropriate representation of the people of Namibia at the
United Nations through that organization;

17. Decides to continue to defray the expenses of re~
resentatives of the South West Africa People's Organiza
tion, whenever the United Nations Council for Namibia
so decides;

18. Requests the United Nations Council for Namibia
to continue to consult with the South West Africa People's
Organization in the formulation and implementation ofits
prograIilme ofwork, as well as on all matters of interest to
the Namibian people;

19. Requests the United Nations Council for Namibia
to facilitate the participation of the liberation movements
recognized by the Organization of African Unity in meet
ings of the Council away from United Nations Head
quarters, whenever such participation is deemed neces
sary;

20. Decides that an International Conference for the
Immediate Independence of Namibia shall be held in
Western Europe in 1986, preceding the special session of
the General Assembly on the question of Namibia;

21. Requests the Secretary-General to organize the
above-mentioned Conference in co-operation with the
United Nations Council for Namibia and, in this connec
tion, to appoint, in consultation with the Council, a Secre
tary-General of the Conference and provide other neces
sary staff and services for the Conference;

22. Decides that, in order to expedite training of the
personnel required for an independent Namibia, qualified
Namibians should be given opportunities to develop fur
ther their skills in the work of the United Nations Secreta
riat and the specialized agencies and other organizations of
the United Nations system, and authorizes the United
Nations Council for Namibia, in consultation with the
South West Africa People's Organization, to take, on an
urgent basis, necessary action towards that end;

23. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation
with the President of the United Nations Council for
Namibia, to review the personnel requirements and the
facilities ofall units which service the Council, so that the
Council may fully and effectively discharge all tasks and
functions arising out of its mandate;

24. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the
Office of the United Nations Commissioner for Namibia
with the necessary resources in order for it to strengthen,
under the guidance of the United Nations Council for
Namibia, the assistance programmes and services for
Namibians, the implementation of Decree No. 1 for the
Protection of the Natural Resources ofNamibia, the prep
aration of economic and legal studies and the existing
activities of dissemination of information undertaken by
the Office.

115th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

D

DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION AND MOBILIZATION
OF INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC OPINION IN SUPPORT OF
NAMIBIA

The General Assembly,
Having examined the report of the United Nations

Council for Namibia83 and the relevant chapters of the
report of the Special Committee on the Situation with
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples,84

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December
1960, ~Jntaining the Declaration on the Granting ofInde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,

Recalling its resolutions 2145 (XXI) of 27 October
1966, 2248 (S-V) of 19 May 1967 and 39/50 A to E of 12
December 1984, as well as all other resolutions ofthe Gen
eral Assembly and the Security Council relating to
Namibia,

Underlining the fact that, twenty years after the termina
tion by ~he General Assembly of the Mandate of South
Africa over Namibia and the assumption by the United
Nations ofdirect responsibility for the Territory, the racist
regime of South Africa continues illegally to occupy the
Territory in violation of the relevant resolutions and deci
sions of the United Nations,

Underlining that 1986 will mark the twentieth anniver
sary of the launching of the armed struggle by the Namib
ian people under the leadership of the South West Africa
People's Organization, the sole and authentic representa
tive of the Namibian people,

Strongly condemning the racist regime of South Africa
for its continued illegal occupation of the international
Tenitory ofNamibia twenty years after the termination by
the General Assembly ofthe Mandate ofSouth Africa over
Namibia and the assumption of direct responsibility by
the United Nations for Namibia,

Taking into consideration the Final Document contain
ing the Declaration and Programme 'lfAction, adopted by
the United Nations Council for NaL. 'bia at its extraordi
nary plenary meetings held at Vienna from 3 to 7 June
1985,42

Taking into consideration also the call for action,
appeals for action, <:onclusions and recommendations
adopted by the regional symposia and seminars98 and the
Plan adopted by the Conference on the Intensification of
International Action for the Independence of Namibia,
held in New York from II to 13 September 1985,99

Strongly condemning the continued assistance rendered
by certain States to South Africa in the political, economic,
diplomatic, military, nuclear, cultural, sports and other
fields, and expressing its conviction that this assistance
should be exposed by the United Nations Council for
Namibia by all the means available to it, with a view to
bringing an end to such assistance,

Stressing the urgent need to mobilize international
public opinion on a continuous basis with a view to assist
ing effectively the people of Namibia in the achievement
of self-determination, freedom and independence in a
united Namibia and, in particular, to intensifY the world
wide and continuous dissemination of information on the
struggle for liberation being waged by the people of
Namibia under the leadership of the South West Africa
People's Organization, their sole and authentic representa
tive,

Reiterating the importance of publicity as an instrument
for furthering the mandate given by the-.General Assembly
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to the United Nations Council for Namibia, and mindful
ofthe pressin{t need for the Department ofPublic Informa
tion of the Secretariat to intensify its efforts to acquaint
world public opinion with all aspects of the question of
Namibia, in accordance with policy guidelines formulated
by the Council,

Recognizing the important role that non··govenlmental
organizations are playing in the dissemination of intbrma
tion on Namibia and in the mobilization of international
public opinion in support of the Namibian cause,

I. Requests the United Nations Council fer Namibia,
in pursuance of its international campaign in support of
the struggle of the Namibian people for independence, to
continue to consider ways and means ofincreasing the dis
semination of information relating to Namibia and inten
sifying the international campaign for the imposition of
comprehensive mandatory sanctions against South Africa
under Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the
Department ofPublic Information of the Secretariat, in all
its activities of dissemination of information on the ques
tion of Namibia, follows the policy guidelines laid down
by the United Nations Council for Namibia as the legal
Administering Authority for Namibia;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to direct the Depart
ment ofPublic Information, in addition to its responsibili
ties relating to southern Africa, to assist, as a matter ofpri
ority, the United Nations Council fOk' Namibia in the
implementation of its programme of dissemination of
information in order that the United Nations may inten
~ify its efforts to generate publicity and disseminate infor
mation with a view to mobilizing public support for the
independence of Namibia, particularly in the Western
States; .

4. Decides to intensify its international campaign in
support of the cause of Namibia and denounce all acts of
collaboration with the South African racists in the politi
cal, economic, diplomatic, military, nuclear, cultural,
sports and other fields and, to this end, requests the United
Nations Council for Namibia, in co-operation with the
Department of Public Information, to include in its pro
gramme ofdissemination of information for 1986 the fol
lowing activities:

(a) Preparation and dissemination of publications on
the political, economic, military and social consequences
of the illegal occupation of Namibia by South Africa, as
well as on legal matters, on the question of the territorial
integrity of Namibia and on contacts between Member
States and South Africa;

(b) Production and dissemination of radio pro
grammes in the English, French, German and Spanish lan
guages, designed to draw the attention of world public
opinion to the current situation in and around Namibia;

(c) Production and dissemination ofradio programmes
in English and the local languages ofNamibia, designed to
counter the hostile propaganda of the racist regime of
South Africa;

(d) Production of material for publicity through radio
and television broadcasts;

(e) .Placement of advertisements in newspapers and,
magazmes;

(J) Production and dissemination of posters;
(g) Full utilization of the resources related to press

releases, press conferences and press briefings in order to
maintain a constant flow of information to the public on
all aspects of the question of Namibia;

(h) Production and dissemination of a comprehensive
economic map of Namibia;

(I) Production and dissemination of booklets on the
activities of the Council, including two booklets on
Namibia;

(j) Production and wide dissemination of an up-to
date lx>oklet containing resolutions of the General Assem
bly and the Security Council relating to Namibia, together
with relevant portions of Assembly resolutions on the
activities offoreign economic interests in Namibia and on
military activities in Namibia, relevant documents of the
Movement of Non-Aligned Countries and the Organiza
tion ofAfrican Unity and decisions, declarations and com
muniques of the front-line States on Namibia;

(k) Publicity for, and distribution of, an indexed refer
ence book on transnational corporations which plunder
the natural and human resources of Namibia, and on the
profits extracted from the Territory;

(l) Production and wide dissemination, on a monthly
basis, ofa bulletin containing analytical and updated infor
mation intended to mobilize maximum support for the
Namibian cause;

(m) Production and dissemination, on a weekly basis,
of an information newsletter containing updated informa
tion'on developments in and relating to Namibia, in sup
port of the Namibian cause;

(n) Acquisition of books, pamphlets and other mate
rials relating to Namibia for further dissemination;

(0) Organization ofmedia encounters and press confer
ences on developments relating to Namibia;

(P) Preparation, in consultation with the South West
Africa People's Organization, of a list of Namibian politi
cal prisoners;

S. Requests the United Nations Council for Namibia
to continue to organize, in co-operation with the Depart
ment of Public Information, journalists' encounters prior
to the activities of the Council during 1986, in order to
mQbilize further intemational public support for the just
struggle of the Namibian people under the leadership of
the South West Africa People's Organization, their sole
and autbentic representative;

6. Requests the United Nations Cotmcil for Namibia
to assist the South West Africa People's Organization in
the production, translation into all the ofticiallanguages of
the United Nations and distribution, ofmaterial related to
Namibia;

7. Requests the United Nations Council for Namibia
to organize, at the conclusion of the International Con
ference for the Immediate Independence ofNamibia, to be
held in Western Europe in 1986, a workshop for non-gov
ernmental organizations, parliamentarians, trade union
ists, academics and media representatives concerned with
the question of Namibia, at which the participants will
consider their contribution to the implementation of the
decisions of the Conference;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to allocate, in con
sultation with the United Nations Council for Namibia,
sales numbers to publications on Namibia selected by the
Council;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the
United Nations Council for Namibia with the work pro
gramme of the Department of Public Information for the
year 1986 covering the activities ofdissemination ofinfor
mation on Namibia, followed by periodic reports on the
programme undertaken, including details of expenses
incurred;

10. Requests the Secretary:General to group under a
single heading in the section of the proposed programme
budget of the United Nations for the biennium 1986-1987
relating to the Department of Public Information, a.ll the
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activities of the Department relating to the dissemination
of information on Namibia and to direct the Department
to submit to the United Nations Council for Namibia a
detailed report on the utilization of the allocated funds;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to direct the
Department of Public Information to disseminate in 1986
the list of Namibian political prisoners, in order to inten
sity international pressure for their immediate and uncon
ditional release;

12. Requests the Secretary-General to direct the
Department of Public Information to give the widest pos
sible publicity to, and disseminate information on, the
activities undertaken in the context of the twentieth anni
versary of the termination by the General Assembly of the
Mandate of South Afiica over Namibia and the assump
tion by the United Nations of direct responsibility for the
Territory ana the launching of the armed struggle by the
South West Afiica People's Organization, the sole and
authentic representative of the Namibian people;

13. Decides, in the context ofthe twentieth anniversary
of the launching of the armed struggle by the South West
Africa People's Organization, the sole and authentic repre
sentative of the Namibian people, the termination by the
General Assembly of the Mandate of South Africa over
Namibia and the assumption by the United Nations of
direct responsibility for the Territory, to request the
United Nations Council for Namibia:

(a) To organize, in close consultation with the South
West Africa People's Organization and in co-operation
with the Department of Public Information, exhibitions
on the heroic struggle of the Narnibian people for self
determination and genuine national independence;

(b) To undertake activities, in consultation with the
South West Africa People's Organization and in co-opera
tion with non-governmental organizations, to mark those
anniversaries;

(c) To organize an international campaign to boycott
Namibian and South African products, in co-operation
with non-governmental organizations, as part of its efforts
to implement Decree No. 1 for the Protectioo. of the Natu
ral Resources of Namibia;89

14. Requests Member States to broadcast programmes
on their national radio and television networks and to
publish material in their official news media, informing
their populations about the situation in and around
Namibia and the obligation of Governments and peoples
to assist in the struggle of Namibia for independence;

15. Requests the United Nations Council for Namibia,
in co-operation with the Department of Public Informa
tion and the Department of COIiference Services of the
Secretariat, to continue to inform and provide information
material to leading opinion makers, media leaders, aca
demic institutions, trade unions, cultural organizations,
support groups and other concerned persons and non-gov
ernmental organizations about the objectives and func
tions of the United Nations Council for Namibia and the
struggle of the I"dmibian people under the leadership of
the South West Africa People's Organization, and also to
hold consultations with, and seek the co-operation of,
those personalities and institutions by inviting 'them on
special occasions to participate in the deliberations of the
Council, and to continue to establish for this purpose a
regular and expeditious pattern ofdistribution of informa
tion material to political parties, universities, libraries,
churches, students, teachers, professional associations and
others falling into the general categories enumerated
above;

100 Official Records ofthe General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supplement
No. 24 (N40124), part two, chap. VIII and chap. IX, sect. B.
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16. Requests all Member States to observe Namibia
Day in a befitting manner by giving the widest possible
publicity to and dissemination of information on
Namibia, including the issuance of special postage stamps
for the occasion;

17. Requests the Secretary-General to direct·· the
United Nations Postal Administration to issue a special
postage stamp on Namibia, before the end of 1986, in
observance ofthe twentieth anniversary ofthe termination
of the Mandate of South Africa over Namibia and the
assumption by the United Nations of direct responsibility
for the Territory;

18. Calls upon the United Nations Council for
Namibia to enlist the support ofnon-governmental organ
izations in its efforts to mobilize international public opin
ion in support of the liberation struggle of the Namibian
people, under the leadership of the South West Africa
People's Organization, their sole and authentic representa
tive;

19. Requests ilie United Nations Council for Na..'llibia
to prepare, update and continually disseminate lists of
non-governmental organizations from all over the world,
in particular those in the major Western countries, in
order to ensure better co-operation and Clrordination
among non-governmental organizations working in sup
port of the Namihian cause and against apartheid;

20. Requests the United Nations Council for Namibia
to co-operate closely with relevant intergovernmental
organizations, in order to increase the awareness of the
international community regarding the twentieth anni'ver
sary of the assumption by the United Nations of dil'ect
responsibility for Namibia and regarding the continued
illegal occupation of that Territory by the racist regime of
South Africa;

21. Decides to allocate the sum 0($500,000 to be used
by the United Nations Council for Namibia for its pro
gramme ofco-operation with non-governmental orgarm
tions, including support to conferences in solidarity with
Namibia arranged by those organizations, dissemination
of conclusions of such conferences and support to such
other activities as will promote the cause of the liberation
struggle ofthe Namibian people, subject to decisions ofthe
Council in each individual case taken in consultation with
the South West Africa People's Organization.

115th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

E

UNITED NATIONS FUND FOR NAMIBIA

The General Assembly,

Having examined the parts of the report of the United
Nations Council for Namibia relating to the United
Nations Fund for Namibia,100

Recalling its resolution 2679 (XXV) of 9 December
1970, by which it established the United Nations Fund for
Namibia,

Recalling also its resolution 3112 (XXVIII) of 12
December 1973, by which it appointed the United Nations
Council for Namibia trustee of the United Nations Fund
for Namibia,
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Recalling its resolution 311153 of 20 December 1976,
by which it decided to launch the Nationhood Programme
for Namibia,

Recallingfurther its resolution 34/92 A of 12 December
1979, by which it approved the Charter of the United
Nations Institute for Namibia, and its resolution 37/233 E
of 20 December 1982, by which it approved amendments
to·tliat Charter,101 .

.1.' .Takes note ohhe relevant parts of the report of the
Uni.ted Nations Council for Namibia;

J.•..• Decitki ,that ,the, ,l)nite(i Nations Council for
Namibia shall:

(a) Continue to fonnulate policies of assistance to
Namibians and co-ordinate assistance for Namibia pro
vided by the specialized agencies and other organizations
and institutions of the Un~ted Nations system;

(b) Continue to act as trustee of the United Nations
Fund for Namibia and, in this capacity, administer and
manage the Fund;

(c) Continue to provide broad guidelines and formu
late principles and policies for the United Nations Insti
tute for Namibia;

(d) Continue to co-ordinate, plan and direct the
Nationhood Programme for Namibia in consultation with
the South West Africa People's Organization, with the aim
of consolidating all measures of assistance by the special
ized agencies and other organizations and institutions'of
the United Nations system into a comprehensive 'assist
ance programme;

(e) Continue to consult with the South West Amca
People's Organization in tht: formulation and implementa
tion of assistance programmes for Namibians;

(f) Report to the General Assembly at its forty-first ses
sion on the programmes and activities undertaken through
the United Nations Fund for Namibia;

3. Decides that the United Nations Fund for Namibia,
which comprises the General Account~ the United Nations
Institute for Namibia Account and tlie Nationhood Pro
gramme Account, shall be the primary source ofassistance
to Namibians;

4.. Expresses its appreciation to all States, specialized
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations
system, governmental and non-governmental organiza
tions and individuals that have made contributions to the
United Nations Fund for Namibia to support the activities
under the General Account, the activities of the United
Nations Institute for Namibia and the Nationhood Pro
gramme for Namibia, and calls upon them to increase
their assistance to Namibians through those channels;
'5. Requests the Secretary-General and the President of
~e United Natio:.ls Council for Namibia to intensify
appeals to Governments, intergovernmental and non-gov
ern.mental organizations and individuals for more gener
ous. ~oluntary contributions to the General Account, the
Nationhood Programml': Account and the United Nations
Institute for Namibia Account ofthe United Nations Fund
for Namibia in view 'ofthe increased activities undertaken
through the Fund and, in this connection, emphasizes the
need for C()ntributions in order to increase the number of,
scholarships awarded to Namibians under the United
Nations Fund for Namibia;

6. Invites Governments to appeal once more to their
national organizations and institutions for voluntary con
tributions to the United Nations Fund for Namibia;

101 Fortlle text of the Charter of the United Nations Institule for Namibia.
as amended. see O!IiJ:ial Records o/the General Assembly. Thirty-seventh Ses
sion. Supplement No. 24 (A!37124), annex IV.

7. Decides to allocate as a temporary measure to the
United Nations Fund for Namibia the sum ofS I.5 million
from the regular budget of the United Nations for 1986;

8. Requests the Office of the United Nations Commis
sioner for Namibia, in order to mobilize additional
resources, to formulate, in consultation with the South
West Africa People's Organization, a programme ofassist
ance to the Namibian people to be undertaken by means of
projects co-financed by Governments and non-govern
mental organizations;

9. Requests the specialized agencies and other organi
zations and· institutions of the United Nations system, in
the light ofthe urgent need to strengthen the programme of
assistance to the Namibian people, to make every effort to
expedite the execution of Nationhood Programme for
Namibia projects and other projects in favour of Namib
ians on the basis ofprocedures which will reRect the role of
the United Nations Council for Namibia as the legal
Administering Authority for Namibia;

10. Expresses its appreciation to those specialized
agencies and other organizations and institutions of the
United Nations system that have contributed to the
Nationhood Programme for Namibia and calls upon them
to continue their participation in the Programme by:

(a) Implementing projects approved by the United
Nations Council for Namibia;

(b) Planning and initiating new project proposals in co
oJ)Cration with, and at the request of, the Council;

(c) Allocating funds from their own financial resources
for the implementation of the projects approved by the
Council;

11. Requests the United Nations Council for Namibia
to continue and intensify its programme of field attach
ments, enabling Namibians trained under various pro
grammes to gain practical on-the-job experience in gov
ernments and institutions in various countries, particularly
in Africa;

12. Appeals to all Governments, specialized agencies
and other organizations and institutions of the United
Nations system, non-governmental organizations and
individuals to make generous contributions to the United
Nations Fund for Namibia in order to support the field
attachment programme and to meet the required needs;

13. Expresses its appreciation to the United Nations
Development Programme for its contribution to the finan
cing and administration qfthe Nationhood Programme for
Namibia and the financing of the United Nations Institute
for Namibia, and calls upon it to continue to allocate, at
the request of the United Nations Council for Namibia,
funds from the indicative planning figure for Namibia for
the implementation of the projects within the Nationhood
Programme and for the United Nations Institute for
Namibia;

14. Notes with appreciation the decision by the Gov
erning Council of the United Nations Development Pro
gramme to maintain at least at the same level, on an
exceptional basis, the indicative planning figure for
Namibia for the 1987-1991 programming cycle;

15. Calls upt?n the UI?-it~ N~tionspe~.elopment Pro
gramhle to raise the mdlcatlve planning' .figure for
Namibia;

16. Expresses its appreciation for the assistance pro
vided by the United Nations Children's Fund, the Office of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and
the World Food Programme ~o Namibian refugees, and
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requests them to expand their assistance in order to pro
vide for the basic needs of the refugees;

~ 7. Expresses its appreciation to those specialized
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations
system which have waived agency support costs in respect
of projects in favour of Namibians, financed from the
United Nations Fund for Namibia and other sources, and
urges those that have not yet done so to take appropriate
steps in this regard;

18. Decides that Namibians shall continue to be eli
gible for assisbnce through the United Nations Educa
tional and Training Programme for Southern Africa and
the United Nations Trust Fund for South Africa;

19.. Commends the progress made in the implementa
tion of the pre-independence components of the Nation
hood Programme for Namibia and requests the United
Nations Council for Namibia to elaborate and consider
policies and contingency plans regarding the transitional
and post-independence phases of the Programme;

20. Commends the United Nations Institute for
Namibia for the effectiveness of its training programmes
for Namibians and its research activities on Namibia,
which contribute substantially to the struggle for freedom
of the Namibian people and to the establishment of an
independent State of Namibia;

21. Urges the specialized agencies and other organiza
tions and institutions of the United Nations system to co
operate closely with the United Nations Institute for
Namibia in strengthening its programme of activities;

22. Requests the United Nations Council for Namibia,
through the United Nations Institute for Namibia, to final
ize, publish and disseminate at an early date a comprehen
sive reference book on Namibia covering all aspects of the
question of Namibia as considered by the United Nations
since its inception;

23. Notes with appreciation the completion by the
United Nations Institute for Namibia, in co-operation
with the South West Africa People's Organization, the
Office of the United Nations Commissioner for Namibia
and the United Nations Development Programme, of a
comprehensive document on all aspects ofeconomic plan
ning in an independent Namibia, and commends the Sec
retary-General for providing substantive support through
the Office of the Commissioner for the preparation of that
document;

24. Requests the United Nations Council for Namibia,
in consultation with the Office of the United Nations
Commissioner for Namibia, to finalize and publish at an
early date a demographic study of the Namibian popula
tion and a study of its educational needs;

25. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to pro
vide the Office of the United Nations Commissioner for
Namibia with. lite necessary resources for the performance
of the responsibilities entrusted to it by the United
Nations Council for Namibia as the co-ordinating author
ity for the implementation of the Nationhood Programme
for Namibia, as well as other assistance programmes.

115th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

102 A!40/668 and Add. I.

F

SPECIAL SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBL¥
ON THE QUESTION OF NAMIBIA

The General Assembly, I'

Taking into consideration its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14
December 1960, containing the Declaration on the Giant
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,

Recalling its resolution 2}45 (XXI) of21 October 1966,
by which it decided to terminate. the -Mandate of South
Africa over Namibia,

Recalling its resolution 2248 (S-V) of 19 May 1967, by
which it established the United Nations Council for
Namibia flS the legal Administering Authority for Namibia
until independence,

Recalling Security Council resolutions relating' to
Namibja. particularly resolutions 385 (1976) of30 January
1976 and 435 (1978) of29 September 1978, as well as sub
sequent resolutions relating to Namibia,

Gravely concerned that, twenty years after the termina
tion by the General Assembly of the Mandate of South
Mrica over Namibia and the assumption by the United
Nations ofdirect responsibility for the Territory, the racist
regime of South Africa continues illegally to occupy the
Territory in violation of the relevant resolutions anddeci
sions of the United Nations,

Indignant at the continued non-implementation of
Security Council resolution 435 (1978), owing to South
Africa's intransigence,

Strongly condemning South Africa for its persistent and
arrogant defiance of the resolutions and decisions of the
United Nations,

Decides to hold a special session on the question of
Namibia before its forty-first session, on a date to be deter
mined by the Secretary-General in consultation with the
United Nations Council for Namibia.

115th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/168. The situation in the Middle East

A

The (}eneral Assembly,

Having discussed the item entitled "The situation in the
Middle East",

Reaffirming its resolutions 36/226 A and B of 17
December 1981, ES-9/1 of 5 February 1982,31/123 F of
20 December 1982, 38/58 A to E of 13 December 1983,
38/180 A to D of 19 December 1983 and 39/146 A to C of
14 December 1984,

Recalling Security Council resolutions 425 (1978) of 19
March 1978,497 (1981) of 17 December 1981, 508 (1982)
of 5 June 1982, 509 (1982) of 6 June 1982, 511 (1982) of
18 June 1982, 512 (1982) of 19 June 1982, 513 (1982) of4
July 1982, 515 (1982) of 29 July 1982, 516 (1982) of 1
August 1982,517 (1982) of 4 August 1982, 518 (1982) of
12 August 1982, 519 (1982) of 17 August 1982, 520 (1982)
of 17 September 1982, 521 (1982) of 19 September 1982
and 555 (1984) of 12 October 1984,

Taking note of the reports ofthe Secretary-General of 11
March 1985,80 24 September 1985 102 and 22 October
1985..~1
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2. Reaffirmsfurther that a just and comprehensive set
tlement of the situation in the Middle East cannot be
achieved without the partici:;ation on an equal footing of
all the parties to the conflict, 1ncluding the Palestine liber
ation Organization, the representative of the Palestinian
people;

3. Declares once more that peace in the Middle East is
indivisible and must be based on a comprehensive, just
and lasting solution of the Middle East problem, under the
auspices and on the basis of the relevant resolutions of the
United Nations, which ensures the complete and uncondi
tional withdrawal of Israel from the Palestinian and other
Arab territories occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem,
and which enables the Palestinian people, under the
leadership ~f the Palestine Liberation Organization, to
exercise its inalienable rights, including the right to return
and the right to self-determination, national independence
and the establishment ofits independent sovereign State in
Palestine, in accordance with the resolutions of the United
Nations relevant to the question of Palestine, in particular
General Assembly resolutions ES-712 of 29 July 1980, 36/
120 A to F of to December 1981, 37/86 A to D of to
December 1982,37/86 E of 20 December 1982,38/58 A
te E of 13 December 1983 and 39/49 A to D of I1 Decem
ber 1984;

4. Considers the Arab Peace Plan adopted unani
mously at the Twelfth Arab Summit Conference, held at
Fez, Morocco, on 25 November 1981 and from 6 to 9 Sep
tember 1982,103 and reiterated by the Extraordinary Sum
mit Conference of the Arab States held at Casablanca,
Morocco, from 7 to 9 August 1985,IOS es well as relevant
efforts and action to implement the Fez Plan, as an impor
tant contribution towards the realization of the inalienable
rights ofthe Palestinian people through the achievement of
a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle
East; .

s. Condemns Israel's continued occupation of the
Palestinian and other Arab territories, including Jerusa
lem, in violation of the Charter of the United Nations, the
principles ofintemationallaw and the relevant resolutions
of the United Nations, and demands the immediate,
unconditional and total withdrawal of Israel from all the
territories occupied since 1967;

6. Rejects all agreements and arrangements which vio
late the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people and
contradict the principles ofa just and comprehensive solu
tion to the Middle East problem to ensure the establish
ment of a just peace in the area;

7. Deplores Israel's failure to comply with Security
Council resolutions 476 (1980) of 30 June 1980 and 478
(1980) of 20 August 1980 and General Assembly resolu
tions 351207 of 16 December 1980 and 36/226 A and B of
17 December 1981; determines that Israel's decision to
annex Jerusalem and to declare it as its "capital" as well as
the measures to alter its physical character, demographic
composition, institutional structure and status are null and
void and demands that they be rescinded immediately;
and calls upon all Member States, the specialized agencies
and all other intemational organizations to abide by the
present resolution and all other relevant resolutions and
decisions;

8. Condemns Israel's aggression, policies :md practices
against the Palestinian people in the occupied Palestinian
territories and outside these territories, including expropri
ation, the establishment of settlements, annexation and
other terrorist, aggressive and' repressive measures, which

General Assembly-Fortieth Session
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103 See A137/696-S/15510, annex.
104 United Nations, Treaty Series, vat. 75, No. 973, p. 287.

Reaffirming the need for continued collective support
for the resolutions adopted by the Twelfth Arab Summit
Conference, held at Fez, Morocco, on 25 November 1981
and from 6 to 9 September 1982,103 reiterating its previous
resolutions regarding the Palestinian question and its sup
port. for the Palestine Liberation Organization as the sole,
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, and
considering that the convening of an Intemational Peace
Conference on the Middle East, under the auspices of the
United Nations, in accordance with General Assembly res
olution 38/58 C and other relevant resolutions related to
the question of Pl:e",tine, would contribute to the promo
tion of peace in the region,

Welcoming all efforts contributing towards the realiza
tion of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people
through the achievement of a comprehensive, just and
lasting peace in the Middle East, in accordance with the
United Nations resolutions relating to the question of
Palestine and to the situation in the Middle East,

Welcoming the world-wide support extended to the just
cause of the Palestinian people and the other Arab
countries in their struggle against Israeli aggression and
occupation in order to achieve a comprehensive, just and
lasting peace in the Middle East and the full exercise by the
Palestinian people of its inalienable national riphts, as
affirmed by previous resolutions of the General Assembly
relating to the question of Palestine and to the situation in
the Middle East,

Gravely concerned that the Palestinian and other Arab
territories occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem, still
remain under Israeli occupation, that the relevant resolu
tions of the United Nations have not been implemented
and that the Palestinian people is still denied the restora
tion of its land and the exercise of its inalienable national
rights in conformity with intemational law, as reaffirmed
by resolutions of the United Nations,

Reaffirming the applicability of the Geneva Convention
relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of
War, of 12 August 1949,104 to all the'occupied Palestinian
and other Arab territories, including Jerusalem,

Reaffirming also all relevant United Nations resolutions
which stipulate that the acquisition of territory by force is
inadmissible under the Charter of the United Nations and
the principles of intemational law and that Israel must
withdraw unconditionally from all the Palestinian and
other Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967, inclu
ding Jerusalem,

Reaffirming further the imperative necessity of estab
lishing a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the
region, based on full respect for the Charter and the princi
ples of international law,

Gravely concerned also at the continuing Israeli policies
involving the escalation and expansion of the conflict in
the region, which further violate the principles of intema
tionallaw and endanger intemational peace and security,

Stressing once again the great importance of the time
factor in the endeavours to achieve an early comprehen
sive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East,

I. Reaffirms its conviction that the question of Pales.
tine is the core of the conflict in the Middle East and that
no comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the region will
be achieved without the full exercise by the Palestinian
people ofits inalienable national rights and the immediate,
unconditi.onal and total withdrawal of Israel from all the
Palestinian and other occupied Arab territories;
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are in violation of the Charter and the principles of inter
national law and the relevant international conventions;

9. Strongly condemns the imposition by Israel of its
laws, jurisdiction and administration on the occupied
Syrian Golan Heights, its annexationist policies and prac
tices, the establishment of settlements, the confiscation of
lands, the diversion ofwater resources and the imposition
of Israeli citizenship on Syrian nationals, and deciares that
all these measures are null and void and constitute a viola
tion ofthe rules and principles ofinternational law reiative
to belligerent occupation, in particular the Geneva Con
vention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in
Time of War, of 12 August 1949;

10. Considers that the agreements on strategic co-oper
ation between the United States of America and Israel,
signed on 30 November 1981, and the continued supply of
modem arms and materiel to Israel, augmented by sub
stantial economic aid, including the recently concluded
Agreement on the Establishment of a Free Trade Area
between the two Governments, have encouraged Israel to
pursue its aggressive and expansionist policies and prac
tices in the Palestinian and other Arab territories occupied
since 1967, including Jerusalem, have had adverse effects
on efforts for the establishment of a comprehensive, just
and lasting peace in the Middle East and threaten the secu
rity of the region;

11. Calls once more upon all States to put an end to the
flow to Israel of any military, economic, financial and
technologiccl aid, as well as of human resources, aimed at
encouraging it to pursue its aggressive policies against the
Arab countries and the Palestinian people;

12. Strongly condemns the continuing and increasing
collaboration between Israel and the racist regime ofSouth
A,<'rica, especially in the economic, military and nuclear
fif lds, which constitutes a hostile a' 1 against the African
and Arab States and enables Israel., enhance its nuclear
capabilities, thus subjecting the States of the region to
nuclear blackmail;

13. Reaffirms its call fm the convening of an Interna
tional Peace Conference 011 the Middle East under the aus
pices of the United Nations and on the basis ofits relevant
resolutions - as specified in paragraph 5 of the Geneva
Declaration on Palestinel06 and endorsed by General
Assembly resolution 38/58 C of 13 December 1983;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
Security Council periodically on the development of the
situation and to submit to the General Assembly at its
forty-first session a comprehensive report covering the
developments in the Middle East in all their aspects.

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

B

The General Assembly,

Having discussed the item entitled "The situation in the
Middle East",

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General of 22
October 1985,81

Recalling Security Council resolution 497 (1981) of 17
l)ecember 1981,

Reaffirming its resolutions 36/226 B of 17 December
1981, ES-9/1 of5 February 1982,37/123 A of 16 Decem-

106 Report of the International Co'!ferenc:e on the Question of Palestint!,
Geneva. 29 August-7 Septemb.!r 1983 (United Nations publication, Sales No,
E.83J.2 I), chap. I, sect, A.
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ber 1982, 38/180 A of 19 December 1983 and 39/146 B of
14 December 1984, .. ,

Recalling its resolution 3314 (XXIX) of 14 December
1974, in which it defined an act ofaggression, inter alia, as
"the invasion or attack by the armed forces of a State of
the territory of another State, or any military occupation,
however temporary, resulting from such invasion or
attack, or any annexation by the use of force of the terri
tory of another State or part thereof" and provided that
"no consideration of whatever nature, whether political,
economic, military or otherwise, may serve as a justifi
eaton for aggression",

Reaffirming the fundamental principle of the inadmissi
bility of the acquisition of territory by force,

Reaffirming once more the applicability of the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons
in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,104 to the occupied
Palestinian and other Arab territories, including Jerusa
lem,

Noting that Israel's record, policies and actions establish
conclusively that it is not a peace-le. ;ng Member State
and that it has not carried out its ", ,gations under the
Charter of the United Nations,

Noting further that Israel has refused, in violation of
Article 25 of the Charter, to accept and carry out the
numerous relevant decisions of the Security Council, in
particular resolution 497 (19111), thus failing to carry out
its obligations under the CL"..(1,er,

1. Strongly condemns Israel for its failure to comply
with Security Council resolution 497 (1981) and General
Assembly resolutions 36/226 B, ES-9/1, 37/123 A, 38/180
A and 39/146 B;

2. Declares once more that Israel's continued occupa
tion of the Golan Heights and its decision of 14 ))ecember
1981 to impose its laws, jurisdiction and administration
on the occupied Syrian Golan Heights constitute an act of
aggression under the provisions of Article 39 of the Char
ter of the United Nations and General Assembly resolu
tion 3314 (XXIX);

3. Declares once more that Israel's decision to impose
its laws, jurisdiction and administration on the occu.pied
Syrian Golan Heights is illegal and therefore null and void
and has no validity whatsoever;

4. Declares all Israeli policies and practices ;:'1, or
aimed at, annexation of the occupied Palestinian and other
Arab territories, including Jerusalem, to be illegal and in
violation of international law and of the relevant United
Nations resolutions;

5. Determines once more that all actions taken by
Israel to give effect to its decision relating to the occupied
Syrian Golan Heights are illegal and invalid and shall not
be recognized;

6. Reaffirms its determination that all relevant provi
sions of the Regulations annexed to the Hague Convention
IV of 1907,107 and the Geneva Convention relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12
August 1949, continue to apply to the Syrian territory
occupied by Israel since 1967, and calls upon the parties
thereto to respect and ensure respect for their obligations
under these instruments in all circumstances;

7. Determines once more that the continued occupa
tion of the Syrian Golan Heights since 1967 and their
annexation by Israel on 14 December 1981, following
Israel's decision to impose its laws, jurisdiction and

107 Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, The Hague Conventions
and Declarations oj 1899 and 1907 (New York, Oxford University Press,
1915), p. 100.
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administration on that territory, constitute a continuing
threat to international peace and security;

8. Strongly deplores the negative vote by a permanent
member of the Security Council which prevented the
Council from adopting against Israel, under Chapter VII of
the Charter, the "appropriate meastores" referred to in res
olution 497 (1981) unanimously adopted by the Council;

9. Further deplores any political, economic, financial,
military and technologitQI support to Israel that encour
ages Isn ~l to commit acts ofaggression and to consolidate
and perpetuate its occupation and annexation of occupied
Arab territories;

10. Firmly emphasizes once more its demand that
Israel, the occupying Power, rescind forthwith its illegal
decision of 14 December 1981 to impose its laws, jurisdic
tion and administration on the Syrian Golan Heights,
which resulted in the effective annexation of that territory;

11. Reaffirms once more the overriding necessity of the
total and unconditional withdrawal by Israel from all the
Palestinian and other Arab territories occupied since 1967,
including Jerusalem, which is an essential prerequisite for
the establishment ofa comprehensive and just peace in the
Middle East;

12. Determines once more that Israel's record, policies
and actions confirm that it is not a peace-loving Member
State, that it has persistently violated the principles con
tained in the Charter and that it has carried out neither its
obligations under the Charter nor its commitment under
General Assembly resolution 273 (Ill) of II May 1949;

13. Calls once more upon all Member States to apply
the following measures:

(a) To refrain from supplying Israel with any weapons
and related equipment and to suspend any military assist
ance that Israel receives from them;

(b) To refrain from acquiring any weapons or military
equipment from Israel;

(c) To suspend economic, financial and technological
assistance to and co-operation with lsrael;

(d) To sever diplomatic, trade and cultural relations
with Israel;

14. Reiterates its call to all Member States to cease
forthwith, individually and collectively, all dealings with
Israel in order totally to isolate it in all fields;

15. Urges non-member States to act in accordance
with the provisions of the present resolution;

16. Calls upon the specialized agencies and other inter
national organizations to conform their relations with
Israel to the terms of the present resolution;

17. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session on the imple
mentation of the present resolution.

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

c
The General Assembi~v,
Recalling its resolutions 36/120 E of 10 December 1981,

37/123 C of 16 December t982, 38/180 C of 19 December
1983 and 39/!46 C of 14 December 1984, in which it
determined that all legislative and administrative meas
ures and actions taken by Israel, the occupying Power,
which had air ered or purported to alter the character and
status of the Holy City of Jerusalem, in particular the so
called "Basic Law" on Jerusalem and the proclamati.on of

Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, were null and void and
must be rescinded forthwith,

Recalling Security Council resolution 478 (1980) of 20
August 1980, in which the Council, inter alia, decided not
to recognize the "Basic Law" and called upon those States
that had established diplomatic missions at Jerusalem to
withdraw slJch missions from the Holy City,

Having co,u;idered the report of the Secretary-General of
22 Ociot",r 1985,81

1. Determines that Israel's decision to impose its laws,
jurisdiction and administration on the Holy City of Jeru
salem is illegal and therefore null and void and has no
validity whatsOf~ver;

2. Deplores the transfer by some States of their diplo
matic missions to Jerusalem in violation ofSecurity Coun
cil resolution 478 (1980) and their refusal to comply with
the provisions of th3t resolution;

3. Calls once again upon those States to abide by the
provisions of the relevant United Nations resolutions, in
conformi~y with the Charter of the United Nations;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session on the implementa
tion of the present resolution.

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

40/237. Review of the efficiency of the administra
tive and financial functioning of the United
Nations

The General Assembly,
Recalling the purposes and principles of the Charter of

the United Nations,
Recognizing that the Ot-ganization is based on the prin

ciple of the sovereign equality of all its Members,
.Mindful of the vital role of the United Nations in the

maintenance of international peace and security and in the
promotion of development and international co-opera
tion,

Convinced that the improvement of the efficiency of the
administrative and financial functioning of the United
Nations could help it to attain the purposes and imple
ment the principles of the Charter,

Considering the unanimous support for the United
Nations, expressed by .Heads of State or Government or
their special envoys and by the representatives of Member
States during the commemoration of the fortieth anniver
sary of the United Nations,

Noting that all participants stressed the need to promote
confidence in the United Nations and enhance the political
will of Member States to rend.:r more positive support to
the Organization,

Reaffirming the necessity of securing, in the employ
ment of the Secretariat staff, the highest standards of effi
ciency, competence and integrity, and the importance of
recruiting the staff based on the principle ofequitable geo
gr.'lphiclll distribution,

Noting with appreciation the efforts of the Secretary
General, as the chief administrative officer of the Organi
zation, to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the
Secretariat,

Bearing in mind the work of the relevant subsidiary
organs of the General Assembly,

Takingfu//y into account tl,1e views expressed during the
fortieth session,

1. Expresses its conviction that an overall increase in.
efficiency would further enhance the capacity of the. United
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Intergovernmental Experts to Review the Efficiency of the
Administrative and Financial Functioning of the United
Nations".

" "
The President of the General Assembly subsequently

informed the Secretary-General l08 that. in accordance with
paragraph 3 ofthe above resolution. he had appointed the
following eighteen persons as members of the Group of
High-level Intergovernmental Experts:

Mr. Mark ALLEN (United Kingdom ofGreat Britain and
Northern Ireland),

Mr. Maurice BERTRAND (France),
Mr. BI Jilong (China),
Mr. Lucio GARciA DEL SOLAR (Argentina),
Mr. Ignac GOLOB (Yugoslavia),
Mr. Natarajan KRISHNAN (India),
Mr. Kishore MAHBUBANI (Singapore),
Mr. Huge B. MARGAIN (Mexico),
Mr. Elleck MASHINGAIDZE (Zimbabwe),
Mr. Fakhreddin MOHAMED (Sudan),
Mr. Ndam NJOYA (Cameroon),
Mr. VasiHy Stepanovich SAFRONCHUK (Union ofSoviet

Socialist Republics),
Mr. Shizuo SAITO (Japan),
Mr. E<tward O. SANU (Nigeria),
Mr. David SILVEIRA DA MOTA (Brazil),
Mr. Jose S. SORZANO (United States ofAmerica),
Mr. Tom VRAALSEN (Norway),
Mr. Layachi YAKER (Algeria).

tJ

11. Resolutions adopted without reference to a Main Committee

108 A!40/1085 and COrT.t and Add. I.

Nations to attain the purposes and implement the princi
ples of the Charter of the United Nations;

2. Decides to establish a Group ofHigh-level Intergov
ernmental Experts to Review the Efficiency of the Admin
istrative and Financial Functioning of the United Nations
with a term III one year, to carry out in full accordance
with the principles and provisions of the Charter the fol
lowing tasks:

(a) To conduct a thorough review of the administra
tive and financial matters of the United Nations, with a
view to identifying measures for further iMproviug the effi
ciency of its administrative and financial functioning,
which would contribute to strengthening its effectiveness
in dealing with political, economic and social issues;

(b) To submit to the General Assembly, before the
opening of its forty-first session, a report containing the
observations and recommendations of the Group;

3. Requests the President of the General Assembly, in
consultation with the regional groups, to appoint as soon
as possible the members of the Group of High-level Inter
governmental Experts with due regard to equitable geo
graphical distribution;

4. Decides that the Group will consist of eighteen
members, and requests the Secretary-General to convene a
meeting of the Group as soon as possible to enable it to
elect its officers;

5. Requestf the Secretary-General to provide the
Group with the necessary staff and services;

6. Also requests the Secretary-General to provide full
assistance to the Croup, in particular by submitting his
views and providing information necessary to conduct the
review;

7. Invites the relevant subsidiary organs of the General
Assembly to submit to the Group, through their chairmen,
information and comments on matters pertaining to their
work;

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session an item entitled "Review of the effi
ciency of the administrative and financial functioning of
the United :Nations: report of the Group of High-level
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A

3United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 634, No. 9068, p. 326.

40/80. Cessation of all test explosions of nuclear
weapons

The General Assembly,
Bearing in mind that the complete cessation of nuclear

weapon tests, which has been examined for more than
twenty-five years and on which the General Assembly has
adopted nearly fifty resolutions, is a basic objective of the
United Nations in the sphere of disarmament, to the
attainment of which it has repeatedly assigned the highest
priority,

Stressing that on eight different occasions it has con
demned such tests in the strongest tenns and that, since
1914, it has stated its conviction that the continuance of
nuclear-weapon testing will intensify the arms race, thus
increasing the danger of nuclear war,

Reiterating the assertion made in several previous reso
lution$ that, whatever may be the differences on the ques
tion of'verification, there is no valid reason for delaying
the conclusion of an agreement OD a comprehensive test
ban,

Recalling that as early as 1912 the Secretary-General
declared that all the technical and scientific aspects of the
problem have been so fully explored that only a political

40/79. Implementation of Geneml Assembly resolu
tion 39/51 concerning the signature and rati
fication of Additional Protocol I of the Treaty
for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in
Latin America (Treaty of Tlatelolco)

The Gener~1 Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 2286 (XXII) of 5 December

1961,3262 (XXIX) of9 December 1914,3473 (XXX) of
II December 1915, 32/16 of 12 December 1911, ~~-1O/2 of
30 June 1978, 33/58 of 14 December 1918,34171 of 11
December 1919,35/143 of 12 December 1980, 36/83 of9
December 1981,31/11 of9 December 1982 and 38/61 of
15 December 1983 concerning the signature and ratifica
tion ofAdditional Protocol I of the Treaty for the Prohibi-

40/18. Bilateral nuclear-arms negotiations tion of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America (Treaty of
Tlatelolco),3

The General Assembly, Taking into account that within the zone of application
Noting the agreement between the Union of ~viet of that Treaty, to which twenty-three sovereign States are

Socialist Republics and the United States of Amenca to already parties, there are some territories which, in spi~ of
begin negotiations on "a complex of questions concerning not being sovereign political entities, are nevertheless m a
space and nuclear arms - both strategic and intermediate- position to receive the benefits deriving from the Treaty
range -" with the objective "to work out effective agree- through its Additional Protocol I, to which the four States
ments aimed at preventing an arms race in space and ter- that de jure or de facto are internationally responsible for
minating it on Earth", which negotiations ultimately those territories may become parties,
"should lead to the complete elimination of nuclear arms Considering that it would not be fair if the peoples of
everywhere'? . , some of those territories were deprived of such benefits

Deeply concerned by the fact that humanity is con- without being given the opportunity to express their opin-
fronted today with an unprecedented threat to its survival ion in this connection,
arising from the massive and competitive accumulation of Recalling that three of the States to whom Additional
the most destructive weapons ever produced, especially Protocol I is opened _ the United Kingdom ofGreat Brit-
nuclear weapons more than sufficient to destroy all life on ain and Northern Ireland, the Kingdom ofthe Netherlands
Earth, and the United States ofAmerica - became parties to the

Conscious that such a situation is all the more difficult to Protocol in 1969, 1971 and 1981, respectively,
justify ifone takes into account that there already exists an I. Deplores that the signature of Additional Protocol I
international consensus that a nuclear war cannot be won by France, which took place on 2 March 1979, has not yet
and must never be fought, been followed by the corresponding ratification, notwith-

I. Expresses its hope that the forthcoming meeting standing the time already elapsed and the pressing ~vita-
between the two leaders of the Union of Soviet Socialist tions which the General Assembly has addressed to It;
Republics and the United States of America will give a 2. Once more urges France not to delay any further
decisive impetus to their current bilateral negotiations so such ratification, which has been requested so many times
that these negotiations produce early and effective agree- and which appears all the more advisable, since it is the
ments on the halting of the nuclear-arms race with its neg- only one of the four States to which the Protocol is open
ative effects on international security as well as on social that is not yet party to it;
and economic development, reduction of their nuclear 3. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
arsenals, prevention ofan arms race in outer space and the forty-first session an item entitled "Implementation of
use of outer space for peaceful purposes; General Assembly resolution 40179 concerning the signa-

2. Invites the two negotiating parties to keep the Gen- ture and ratification ofAdditional Protocol I of the Treaty
eral Assembly duly informed ofthe progress of their nego- for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America
tiations; (Treaty of Tlatelolco)".

3. Reqffirms that in these negotiations the vital int~r-
ests of all peoples, including those of the two negotiating
parties, are at stake;

4. Further reaffirms that bilateral negotiations do not
in any way diminish the urgent need to initiate and pursue
multilateral negotiations on the cessation of the nUclc:ar
arms race and nuclear disarmament and on the prevention
of an arms race in outer space;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to convey this reso
lution to the leaders of the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics and the United States of America before their
meeting at Geneva on 19 and 20 November 1985.

80th plenary meeting
18 November 1985

2 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supple.
ment No. 27 (Al40121 and Corr.!), appendix 11 (CD/6421Appendix IINol.
11), documents CD/510 and CD/51l.
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decision is now necessary in order to achieve final agree
ment, that when the existing means of verification are
taken into account it is difficult to understand further delay
in achieving agreement on an underground-test ban, and
that the potential risks ofcontinuing underground nuclear
weapon tests would far outweigh any possible risks from
ending such tests,

Recalling also that the Secretary-General, addressing a
plenary meeting of the General Assembly on 12 December
1984,4 after appealing for a renewed effort towards a com
prehensive test-ban treaty, emphasized tbat no single mul
tilateral agreement could have a greater effect on limiting
the further refinement of nuclear weapons and that a com
prehensive test-ban treaty is the litmus test of the real
willingness to pursue nuclear disarmament,

Taking into account that the three nuclear-weapon
States which act as depositaries of the Treaty Banning
Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space
and under WaterS undertook in article I of that Treaty to
conclude a treaty resulting in the permanent banning ofall
nuclear-test explosions, including all those explosions
underground, and that such an undertaking was reiterated
in 1968 in the preamble to the Treaty on the Non-Prolifer
ation of Nuclear Weapons,6 article VI of which further
embodies their solemn and legally binding commitment to
take effective measures relating to the cessation of the
nuclear-arms race at an early date and to nuclear disarma
ment,

Bearing in mind that the same three nuclear-weapon
States, in the report they submitted on 30 July 1980 to the
Committee on Disarmament after four years of trilateral
negotiations, stated, inter alia, that they were "mindful of
the great value for all mankind that the prohibition of all
nuclear-weapon test explosions in all environments will
have" as well as "conscious ofthe important responsibility
placed upon them to find solutions to the remaining prob
lems", adding furthermore that they were "determined to
exert their best efforts and necessary will and persistence to
bring the negotiations to an early and succesllFul conclu
sion",'

Noting that the Third Review Conference of the Parties
to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weap
ons, in its Final DeclarationS adopted on 21 September
1985, called upon the nuclear-weapon States parties to the
Treaty to resume trilateral negotiations in 1985 and called
upon all the nuclear-weapon States to participate in the
urgent negotiation and conclusion of a comprehensive
nuclear-test-ban treaty, as a matter of the highest priority,
in the Conference on Disarmament,

Bearing in mind that the multilateral negotiation ofsuch
a treaty in the Conference on Disarmament must cover all
the various interrelated problems which it wUl be neces
sary to solve in order that the Conference may transmit a
complete draft treaty to the General Assembly,

1. Reiterates once again its grave concern that nuclear
weapon tests have not yet stopped, in spite of the wishes of
the overwhelming majority of Member States;

2. Reaffirms its conviction that a treaty to achieve the
prohibition of all nuclear-test explosions by all States for
all time is a matter of the highest priority;

3. Reaffirms also its conviction that such a treaty would
constitute a contribution of the utmost importance to the
~tion ofthe nuclear-arms race and that the commence
ment of negotiations on such a treaty is an indispensable
element ofthe obligations ofStates parties to the Treaty on

4 See Official Records ofthe General Assembly. Thirty-ninth Session, Ple
NlTY Meetings, 97th meeting.

5 United Nations, Treaty Series, vo!. 480, No. 6964, p. 43.
6 Resolution 2373 (XXII), annex.

the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons under article
VI of that Treaty;

4. Urges once more the three depositary Powers of the
Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere,
in Outer Space and under Water and of the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons to abide strictly by
their undertakings to seek to achieve the early discontinu
ance of all test explosions of nuclear weapons for all time
and to expedite negotiations to this end;

5. Appeals to all States members of the Conference on
Disarmament, in particular to the three depositary Powers
of the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the
Atmosphere, in Outer Space and under Water and of the
Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, to
promote the establishment by the Conference at the begin
ning of its 1986 session of an ad hoc committee to carry
out the multilateral negotiation ofa treaty on the complete
cessation of nuclear-test explosions;

6. Recommends to the Conference on Disarmament
that it instruct such an ad hoc committee to establish two
working groups which will deal, respectively, with the fol
lowing interrelated questions:

(a) Working Group I - Structure and scope of the
treaty;

(b) Working Group 11 - Compliance and verification;
7. Calls upon the States depositaries of the Treaty Ban

ning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atm03phere, in Outer
Space and under Water and the Treaty on the Non-Prolif
eration of Nuclear Weapons, by virtue of their special
responsibilities under those two Treaties and as a provi
sional measure, to bring to a halt without delay all nuclear
test explosions, either through a trilaterally agreed morato
rium or through three unilateral moratoria, for which they
would then proceed to negotiate the establishment of
appropriate means of verification;

'8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session an item entitled "Cessation of all
nuclear-test explosions".

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

B

The General AssemblY,
Bearing in mind the determination, proclaimed since

1963 in the Treaty Banning Nuclear Weapon Tests in the
Atmosphere, in Outer Space and under Water,5 to seek to
achieve the discontinuance ofall test explosions of nuclear
weapons for all time and to continue negotiations to this
end,

Bearing also in mind that in 1968 the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons6 recalled such
determination and included in its article VI an under
taking by each of its parties to pursue negotiations in good
faith on effective measures relating to cessation of the
nuclear-arms race at an early date,

Recalling that in its resolution 2028 (XX) of 19
November 1965, adopted unanimously, it had stressed
that one of the basic principles on which the treaty to pre
vent the proliferation of nuclear-weapons should be based
was that such treaty, which was then to be negotiated,
should embody an acceptable, balance of mutual responsi-

7See CD/139/Appendix IlIVo!. 11, document CD/130.
8Review Conference o/the Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of

Nuclear Weapons. Final Document. Part 1 (NPT/CONF.II1/64/1) (Geneva,
1985), annex I. '
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bilities and obligations of the nuclear and non-nuclear
Powers.

Recalling also that the Third Review Conference of the
Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons, in its Final DeclarationS adopted by consensus
on 21 September 1985, expressed its deep regret that a
comprehensive multilateral nuclear-test-ban treaty had
not been concluded so far and called for the urgent negoti
ation and conclusion of such a treaty as a matter of the
highest priority,

Noting that article 11 of the Treaty Banning Nuclear
Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and
under Water provides a procedure for the consideration
and eventual adoption of amendments to the Treaty by a
conference of its parties,

Recommends that States parties to the Treaty Banning
Nuciear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space
and under Water carry out urgent consultations among
themselves as to the advisability and most appropriate
method of taking advantage of the provisions of its article
11 for the conversion of the partial nuclear-test-ban treaty
into a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty.

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

40/81. Urgent need for a comprehensive nuclear
test-ban treaty

The General Assembly,
Convinced of the urgent need for a comprehf;nsive

nUclear-test-ban treaty capable of attracting the widest
possible international support and adherence,

Reaffirming its conviction that an end to all nuclear test
ing by all States in all environments for all time would be a
major step towards ending the qualitative improvement,
development and proliferation of nuclear weapons, a
means of relieving the deep apprehension concerning the
harmful consequences of radioactive contamination for
the health of present and future generations and a measure
of the utmost importance in bringing the nuclear-arms
race to an end,

Recalling that the parties to the Treaty Banning Nuclear
Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space and
under WaterS undertook not to carry out any nuclear
weapon-test explosion, or any other nuclear explosion, in
the environments covered by that Treaty, and that in that
Treaty the parties expressed their determination to con
tinue negotiations to achieve the discontinuance ofall test
explosions of nuclear weapons for all time,

Recalling also that the parties to the Treaty on the Non
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons6 recalled the determina
tion expressed by the parties to the Treaty Banning
Nuclear Weapon Tests in the Atmosphere, in Outer Space
and under Water in its preamble to seek to achieve the dis
continuance of all test explosions of nuclear weapons for
all time and to continue negotiations to that end, declaring
their intention to achieve at the earliest possible date the
cessation of the nuclear-arms race and to undertake effec
tive measures in the direction of nuclear disarmament,

Noting that in the Final DeclarationS of the Third
Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, regret was expres
sed that a comprehensive multilateral nuclear-test-ban
treaty banning all nuclear tests by all States in all environ
ments for all time had not been concluded and that all
nuclear-weapon Stltes were called on to participate in the

9 Of/it:ial Records of t,· ! General Assembly. Fortieth Session. Supplement
No. 1'7 (A/40127 and Corr.1 >, sect. IlIA

urgent negotiation and conclusion of such a treaty, as a
matter of the highest priority, in the Conference on Dis
armament,

Recallingfurther its previous resolutions on this subject,
Taking into account that part of the report of the Con

ference on Disarmament relating to consideration of the
item entitled "Nuclear-test ban" during its session in
1985,9

Also taking into account relevant proposals and initia
tives put forward in the Conference on Disarmament
during its session in 1985 and other proposals and actions
advanced in 1985 concerning efforts to promote an end to
nuclear testing,

Expressing its profound regret that, in spite of strenuous
efforts, the Conference on Disarmament was unable to
reach agreement on the re-establishment at its session in
1985 of an ad hoc committee under item 1 of its agenda,
entitled "Nuclear-test ban",

Recognizing the important role of the Conference on
Disarmament in the negotiation of a comprehensive
nuclear-test-ban treaty,

Recognizing the importance to such a treaty ofthe work
on a global seismic detection network, assigned by the
Conference on Disarmament to the Ad Hoc Ch-ou!1' ~fSci
entific Experts to Consider International Co-operative
Measures to Detect and Identify Seismic Events,

Recalling paragraph 31 of the Final Document of the
Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly,IO the first
special session devoted to disarmament, relating to verifi
cation of disarmament and arms control agreements,
which stated that the form and modalities of the verifica
tion to be provided for in any specific agreement depend
on, and should be determined by, the purposes, scope and
nature of the agreement,

1. Reiterates its profound concern that, despite the
express wishes of the majority of Member States, nuclear
testing continues;

2. Reaffirms its conviction that a treaty to achieve the
prohibition ofall nuclear-test explosions by all States in all
environments for all time is a matter of greatest impor
tance;

3. Expresses the conviction that such a treaty would
constitute a vital element for the success of efforts to halt
and reverse the nuclear-arms race and the qualitative
improvement of nuclear weapons and to prevent the
expansion of existing nuclear arsenals and the spread of
nuclear weapons to additional countries;

4. Urges the Conference on Disarmament to establish
at the beginning ofits session in 1986 an ad hoc committee
under item 1 of its agenda, entitled "Nuclear-test ban", to
begin negotiations on a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban
treaty in accordance with the following programme of
work:

(a) Scope:
(i) Comprehensive ban on nuclear explosions in all

environments;
(ii) Question of nuclear explosions for peaceful pur

poses;
(b) Verification:

(i) Central importance of verification of a compre
hensive test ban;

(ii) Factors affecting verification needs;
(Hi) Means for monitoring compliance:

a. National technical means;

10 Resolution S.IOI2.
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12 December 1984 on the establishment of a nuclear
weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East,

Recalling also the recommendations for the establish
ment of such a zone in the Middle East consistent with
paragraphs 60 to 63, and in particular paragraph 63 (d), of
the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the
General Assembly, 10

Emphasizing the basic provisions of the above-men
tioned resolutions, which call upon all parties directly con
cerned to consider taking the practical and urgent steps
required for the implementation of the proposal to estab
lish a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle
East and, pending and during the establishment of such a
zone, to declare solemnly that they will refrain, on a recip
rocal basis, from producing, acquiring or in any other way
possessing nuclear weapons and nuclear explosive devices
and from permitting the stationing of nuclear weapons cn
their territory by any third party, to agree to place all their
nuclear facilities under International Atomic Energy
Agency safeguards and to declare their support for the
establishment of the zone and deposit such declarations
~'itQ the Security Council for consideration, as appropri
ate,

Reaffirming the inalienable right of all States to acquire
and develop nuclear energy for peaceful purposes,

Emphasizing further the need for appropriate measures
on the question of the prohibition of military attacks on
nuclear facilities,

Bearing in mind the consensus reached by the General
Assembly at its thirty-fifth session that the establishment
of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle
East would greatly enhance international peace and secu
rity,

Desirous to build on that consensus so that substantial
progress ean be made towards establishing a nuclear
weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East,

Emphasizing the essential role of the United Nations in
the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the
region of the Middle East,

Having examined the report of the Secretary-General,11
I. Urges all parties directly concerned to consider seri

ously taking the practical and urgent steps required for the
implementation of the proposal to establish a nuclear
weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle East in
accordance with the relevant resolutions of the General
Assembly and, as a means of promoting this objective,
invites the countries concerned to adhere to the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons;6

2. Calls upon all countries of the region that have not
done so, pending the establishment of the zone, to agree to
place all their nuclear activities under International
Atomic Energy Agency safeguards;

3. Invites those countries, pending the establishment of
a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle
East, to declare their support for establishing such a zone,
consistent with the relevant paragraph of the Final Docu
ment of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assem
bly, and to deposit those declarations with the Security
Council;

4. Further invites those countries, pending the estab
lishment of the zone, not to develop, produce, test or
otherwise acquire nuclear weapons or permit the station
ing on their territories, or territories under their control, of
nuclear weapons or nuclear explosive devices;

5. Invites the nuclear-weapon States and all other
States to render their assistance in the establishment of the

11 Al40/442 and Add.l.

40/82. Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone
in the region of the Middle East

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 3263 (XXIX) of 9 December

1974, 3474 (XXX) 0' '! December 1975, 31/71 of 10
December 1976, 32/82 {;; 12 December 1977, 33/64 of 14
December 1978, 34/77 of 11 December 1979, 35/147 of
12 December 1980,36/87 of9 December 1981, 37/75 of9
December 1982, 38/64 of 15 December 1983 and 39/54 of

b. International seismic monitoring network:
i. Determination of capabilities for moni

toring compliance;
ii. Steps for establishment and improve

ment;
iii. Institutional, administrative and finan

cial arrangements for establishment, test
ing and operation;

iv. Relationship to an effective verification
system;

c. Other means, including an international
atmospheric radioactivity monitoring net
work;

d. On-site inspection;
(iv) Specific verification problems and their solutions,

including:
a. Monitoring large land masses;
b. Methods of possible evasion;
c. Chemical explosions;

(c) Compliance:
(i) Procedures and mechanisms for consultation and

co-operation;
(ii) Co-ordinating body, e.g. committee of experts;

(iii) Consultative committee;
(iv) Series of actions triggered by suspicion or viola

tion, including complaints procedures;
5. Further urges the Conference on Disarmament:
(a) To take immediate steps for the establishment,

with the widest possible participation, of an international
seismic monitoring network to determine the capabilities
ofsuch a network for monitoring and verifying compliance
with a comprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty, taking into
account the work performed by the Ad Hoc Group of Sei
entific Experts to Consider International Co-operative
Measures to Detect and Identify Seismic Events;

(b) To initiate detailed investigation of other measures
10 monitor and verify compliance with such a treaty,
including an international network to monitor atmos
pheric radioactivity;

6: Urges all members of the Conference on Disarma
ment, in particular the nuclear-weapon States, to co-oper
ate within the Conference in fulfilling these tasks as called
for, inter alia, in the Final Declaration of the Third
Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons;8

7. Calls upon the Conference on Disarmament to
report on progress to the General Assembly at its forty
first session;

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Urgent need for a
comprehensive nuclear-lest-ban treaty".

I I3th plenary meeting
12 December 1985
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14 Al40/550..

40/84. Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on
the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons
Which May Be Deemed to Be Excessively
Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 32/152 of 19 December 1977,

35/153 of 12 December 1980, 36/93 of9 December 1981.
37/79 of9 December 1982, 38/66 of 15 December 1983
and 39/56 of 12 December 1984,

Recalling with satisfaction the adoption, on 10 October
1980, of the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions
on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May
Be Deemed to Be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indis
criminate Effects, together with the Protocol on Non
Detectable Fragments (Protocol I), the Protocol on
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Mines, Booby
Traps and Other Devices (Protocol 11) and the Protocol on
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Incendiary
Weapons (Protocol III),13

Reaffirming its conviction that general agreement on the
prohibition or restriction of use of specific conventional
weapons would significantly reduce the suffering ofcivilian
populations and of combatants,

Taking note with satisfaction of the report of the Secre
tary-General,14

1. Notes with satisfaction that an increasing number of
States have either signed, ratified, accepted or acceded to
the Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use
ofCertain Conventional Weapons Which May Be Deemed
to Be Excessively InjuriOlLls or to Have. Indiscriminate
Effects, which was opened for signature in New York on 10
April 1981;

2. Further notes with satisfaction that, consequent
upon the fulfilment of the conditions set out in article 5 of
the Convention, the Convention and the three Protocols
annexed thereto entered into force on 2 December 1983;

General AssemblylO regarding the establishment of
nuclear-weapon-free zones, including in the region of
South Asia,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,12
1. Reaffirms its endorsement, in principle, of the con

cept of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia;
2. Urges once again the States ofSouth Asia, and such

other neighbouring non-nuclear-weapon States as may be
interested, to continue to make all possible efforts to estab
lish a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia and to
refrain, in the mean time, from any action contrary to this
objective;

3. Calls upon those nuclear-weapon States that have
not done so to respond positively to this proposal and to
extend the necessary co-operation in the efforts to establish
a nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to render· such
assistance as may be required to promote the efforts for the
establishment ofa nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia
and to report on the subject to the General Assembly at its
forty-first session;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Establishment of a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia".

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

12 Al40/473.
13 AlCONF,95/15 and Corr.2, annex I. For the printed text of the Conven

tio~. ana Its Protocols see The United Nations Disarmament Yearbook, vot. 5:
1930 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.8I.1X.4), appendix VII.

40/83. Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone
in South Asia

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 3265 B (XXIX) of 9 December

1974,3476 B (XXX) of 11 December 1975, 31/73 of 10
December 1976,32/83 of 12 December 1977, 33/65 of 14
December 1978, 34/78 of I I December 1979, 35/148 of
12 December 1980,36/88 of9 December 1981, 37/76 of9
December 1982, 38/65 of 15 December 1983 and 39/55 of
12 December 1984 concerning the establishment of a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia,

Reiterating its conviction that 'ne establishment of
nuclear-weapon-free zones in various regions of the world
is one of the measures which can contribute most effec
tively to the objectives of non-proliferation of nuclear
weapons and general and complete disarmament,

Believing that the establishment of a nuclear-weapon
free zoo!:. ':l South Asia, as in other regions, will strengthen
the security of the States of the region against the use or
threat of use of nuclear weapons,

Noting the declaration issued at the highest level by
Governments of South Asian States reaffirming their
undertaking not to acquire or manufar'.ure nuclear weap
ons and to devote their nuclear 'programmes exclusively to
the economic and social advancement of their peoples,

Recalling that in the above-mentioned resolutions it
called upon the States of the South Asian region, and such
other neighbouring non-nuclear-weapon States as might be
interested, to make all possible efforts to establish a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in South Asia and to refrain, in
the mean time, from any action contrary to this objective,

Further recalling that, in its resolution 3265 B (XXIX),
it requested the Secretary-General to convene a meeting
for the purpose of the consultations mentioned therein and
to render such assistance as might be required to promote
the efforts for the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free
zone in South Asia,

Bearing in mind the provisions ofparagraphs 60 to 63 of
the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

zone and at the same time to refrain from any action that
runs counter to both the letter and spirit of the present res
olution;

6. Extends its thanks to the Secretary-General for his
report containing the views of parties concerned regarding
the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-free zone in the
region of the Middle East; 11

7. Takes note of the above-mentioned report;
8. Requests those parties that have not yet communi

cated their views to the Secretary-General to do so;
9. Welcomes any further comments from those parties

that have already communicated their views to the Secre
tary-General;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report
to the General Assembly at its forty-first session on the
implementation of the present resolution;

11. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Establishment of a
nuclear-weapon-free zone in the region of the Middle
East".
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3. Urges all States that have not yet done so to exert
their best endeavours to become parties to the Convention
and the Protocols annexed thereto as early as possible, so
as ultimately to obtain universality of adherence;

4. Notes that, under article 8 of the Convention, con
ferences may be convened to consider amendments to the
Convention or any of the annexed Protocols, to consider
additional protocols relating to other categories of conven
tional weapons not covered by the existing annexed Proto
cols, or to review the scope and operation of the Conven
tion and the Protocols annexed thereto and to consider any
proposal for amendments to the Convention or to the
existing Protocols and any proposals for additional proto
cols relating to other categories of conventional weapons
not covered by the existing Protocols;

5. Requests the Secretary-General as depositary of the
Convention and its three annexed Protocols to inform the
General Assembly from time to time of the state ofadher
ence to the Convention and its Protocols;

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Convention on
Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Con
Yentional Weapons Which May Be Deemed to Be Exces
sively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects".

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

40/85. Conclusion of an international convention on
the strengthening of the security of non
nuclear-weapon States ag&inst the use or
threat of use of nnclear weapons

The General Assembly,

Convinced of the need to take effective measures for the
strengthening ofthe security ofStates and prompted by the
desire shared by all nations to eliminate war and prevent
nuc~ear contlagration,

Taking into account the principle of non-use of force or
threat of force enshrined in the Charter of the United
Nations and reaffirmed in a number of United Nations
decIarations and resolutions,

Considering that, until nuclear disarmament is achieved
on a universal basis, it is imperatiye for the international
community to develop effective measures to ensure the
security of non-nUClear-weapon States against the use or
threat of use of nuclear weaJjons from any quarter,

Recognizing that effective measures to assure non
nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of
nuclear weapons can constitute a positive contribution to
the prevention of the spread of such weapons,

Noting with satisfaction the determination of non
nuclear-weapon States in various parts of the world to pre
vent nuclear weapons from being introduced into their ter
ritories and to ensure the complete absence of such weap
ons in their respective regions, including through the
establishment ofnuclear-weapon-free zones on the basis of
arrangements freely arrived at among the States of the
region concerned, and being anxious to encourage and I

contribute to the attainment of this objective,
Concerned at the continuing escalation of the arms race,

in particular the nuclear-arms race having entered a quali
tatively new stage, and the possibility of the use or threat
of use of nuclear weapons and the danger of nuclear war,

IS The Committee on Disarmament was redesignated the Conference on
Disarmame>1t as from 7 February 1984.

115 Official Records ofthe General Assembly, Twelfth Special Session, Sup-
plement No. 2 (AlS-12I2), sect. III.c. .

Desirous of promoting the implementation of paragraph
59 of the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of
the General Assembly,1O the first special session devoted to
disarmament, in which it urged the nuclear-weapon States
to pursue efforts to conclude, as appropriate, effective
arrangements to assur~ non-nUClear-weapon States against
the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons,

Recalling its numerous resolutions on this subject as
well as the relevant part of the special report of the Com
mittee on DisarmamentlS submitted to the General
Assembly at its twelfth special session,16 the second special
session "evoted to disarmament,

Noting that the Conference on Disarmament considered
in 1985 the item entitled "Effective international arrange
ments to assure non-nuclear-weapon States against the use
or threat ofuse ofnuclear weapons", and the work done by
its Ad Hoc Committee on this item, as reflected in the
report of the Conference on Disarmament, 17

Noting further that this consideration revealed that an
overwhelming number of delegations, including those of
the nuclear-weapon States, stressed the importance of that
item and their readiness to engage in a substantive dia
logue on the issue,

Recalling the ?roposals submitted on this subject to the
General Assembly and in the Conference on Disarma
ment, including the drafts of an international convention,
and the widespre.ad international support for the conclu
sion of such a convention,

Further recalling that the idea of interim arrangements
as a first step towards the conclusion of such a convention
has also been considered in the Conference on Disarma
ment,

Welcoming once again the solemn declarations made by
some nuclear-weapon States concerning non-first use of
nuclear weapons, and convinced that, if all nuclear
weapon States were to assume obligations not to be the
first to use nuclear weapons, that would be tantamount in
practice to banning the use of nuclear weapons against all
States, including all non-fiuclear-weapon States,

Considering that the non-nucleax-weapon States having
no nuclear weapons on their territories have every right to
receive reliable international legal guarantees against the
use or threat of use of nuclear weapons,

Being aware that unconditional guarantees by ali
nuclear-weapon States nQt to use or threaten to use nuclear
weapons under any circumstances against the non-nuclear
weapon States having no nuclear weapons on their terri
tories should constitute an integral element ofa mandatory
system of norms regulating the relations between the
nuclear-weapon States, which bear the primary responsi
bility for preventing a nuclear war, thus sparing mankind
from its devastating consequences,

I. Reaffirms once again the urgent need to reach agree
ment on effective international arrangements to assure
non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of use
of nuclear weapons and to find a common approach
acceptable to all, which could be included in an interna
tional instrument of a legally binding character;

2. Considers that the Conference on Disarmament
should continue to explore ways and means ofovercoming
the difficulties encountered in carrying out negotiations on
this question;

3. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to con
tinue active consideration qn this subject, including

171bid., Fortieth Session. Supplement No. 27 (Al40127 and Carr.I), sect.
III.F.
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through re-establishment of the Ad Hoc Committee on
Effective International Arrangements to Assure Non
Nuclear-Weapon States against the Use or Threat of Use
ofNuclear Weapons as soon as practicable, at its 1986 ses
sion, with a view to concluding an international instru
ment of a legally biDding character to assure non-nuclear
weapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear
weapons;

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session an item entitled "Conclusion ofeffective
international arrangements on the strengthening of the
security of non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or
threat of use of nuclear weapons".

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

40/86. Conclusion of effective international arrange
ments to assure non-nuclear-weapon States
against the use or threat of use of nuclear
weapons

The General Assembly,
Bearing in mind the need to ally the legitimate concern

of the States of the world with regard to ensuring lasting
security for their peoples,

Convinced that nuclear weapons pose the greatest threat
to mankind and to the survival of civilization,

Deeply concerned at the continuing escalation of the
arms race, in particular the nuclear-arms race, and the pos
sibility of the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons,

Convinced that nuclear disarmament and the complete
elimination ofnuclear weaoons are essential to remove the
danger of nuclear war, -

Taking into account the principle of the non-use offorce
or threat of force enshrined in the Charter of thl JJnited
Nations,

Deeply concerned about the possibility of ti or
threat of use of nuclear weapons,

Recognizing that the independence, territorial integrity
and sovereignty of non-nuclear-weapon States need to be
safeguarded against the use or threat of use offorce, inclu
ding the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons,

Considering that, until nuclear disarmament is achieved
on a universal basis, it is imperative for the international
community to develop effective measures to ensure the
security of non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or
threat of use of nuclear weapons from any quarter,

Recognizing that effective measures to assure the non
nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of
nuclear weapons can constitute a positive cotlt>;-"ution to
the prevention of the spread of nuclear weapoL..,

Recalling its resolutions 3261 G (XXIX) of9 December
1974 and 311189 C of21 December 1976,

Bearing in mind paragraph S9 ofthe Final Document of
the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly,1O in
which it urged the nuclear-weapon States to pursue efforts
to conclude, as appropriate, effective arrangements to
assure non-nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat
of use of nuclear weapons,

Desirous of promoting the implementation of the rele
vant provisions of the Final Document of the Tenth Spe
cial Session,

Recalling its resolutions 33/72 B of 14 December 1978,
34/85 of II December 1979, 35/155 of 12 December
1980,36/95 of9 December 1981, 37/8~ of9 December

18 See A/38/1 32-S/1 5675 and Carr.1 and 2, annex, sect. I, para. 30.

1982, 38/68 of 15 December 1983 and 39/58 of 12
December 1984,

Further recalling paragraph 12 of the Declaration of the
1980s as the Second Disarmament Decade, contained in
the annex to its resolution 35/46 of 3 December 1980,
which states, imer alia, that all efforts should be exerted by
the Committee on DisarmamentlS urgently to negotiate
with a view to reaching agreement on effective interna
tional arrangements to assure non-nuclear-weapon States
against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons,

Noting the in-depth negotiations undertaken in the Con
ference on Disarmament lmd its Ad Hoc Committee on
Effective International Arrangements to Assure Non
Nuclear-Weapon States against the Use or Threat of Use
of Nuclear Weapons,11 with a view to reaching agreement
on this item,

Noting the proposals submitted under this item in the
Conference on Disarmament, including the drafts of an
international convention,

Taking note ofthe decision of the Seventh Conference of
Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries,
held at New Delhi from 7 to 12 March 1983;8 as well as
the relevant recommendations of the Organization of the
Islamic Conference reiterated in the Final Communique of
the Fifteenth Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers,
held at Sanaa from 18 to 22 December 1984,19 calling
upon the Conference on Disarmament to reach an urgent
agreement on an international convention to assure non
nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of
nuclear weapons,

Further noting the support expressed in the Conference
on Disarmament and in the General- Assembly for the
elaboration of an international convention to assure non
nuclear-weapon States against the use or threat of use of
nuclear weapons, as well as the difficulties point/xi out in
evolving a common approach acceptable to all,

I. Reaffirms the urgent need to reach agreement on
effective international arrangements to assure non-nuclear
weapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear
weapons;

2. Notes with satisfaction that in the Conference on
Disarmament there is no objection, in principle, to the
idea ofan international convention to assure non-nuclear
weapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear
weapons, although the difficulties as regards evolving a
common approach acceptable to all have also been
pointed out;

3. Appeals to all States, especially the nuclear-weapon
States, to demonstrate the political will necessary to reach
agreement on a common approach and, in particular, on a
common formula which could be included in an interna
tional instrument of a legally binding character;

4. Recommends that further intensive efforts should be
devoted to the search for such a common approach or
common formula and that the various alternative
approaches, including in particular those considered in lhe
Conference on Disarmament, should be further explored
in order to overcome the difficulties;

SI Recommends that the Conference on Disarmament
should actively continue negotiations with a view to reach
ing early agreement and concluding effective international
arrangements to assure non-nuclear-weapon States against
the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons, taking into
account the_ widespread support for the conclusion of an
international convention and gIving consideration to any
other proposals designed to secure the same objective;

t9See A/40/173-S/17033, annex I.
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6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Conclusion of effec
tive international arrangements to assure non-nuclear
weapon States against the use or threat of use of nuclear
weapons".

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

40/87. Prevention of an arms race in outer space
The General Assembly,

,Inspired by the great prospects opening up before man
kind as a result of man's entry into outer space,

Recognizi'lg the common interest of all mankind in the
exploration and use of outer space for peaceful purposes,

Reajfuming that the exploration and use ofouter space,
including the Moon and other celestial bodies, shalI be car
ried out for the benefit and in the interest ofall countries,
irrespective of their degree ofeconomic or scientific devel
opment, and shalI be the province of all mankind,

Reajfumingfurther the will ofalI States that the explora
tion and use ofouter :pace, including the Moon and other
celestial bodies, shalI be for peaceful purposes,

Recalling that the States parties to the Treaty on Princi
ples Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration
and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other
Celestial Bodies,20 have undertaken, in article Ill, to carry
on activities in the exploration and use of outer space,
including the Moon and other celestial bodies, in accord
ance with international law and the Charter of the United
Nations, in the interest of maintaining intemational peace
and security and promoting international co-operation and
understanding,

Reaffirming, in particular, article IV of the above-men
tioned Treaty, which stipulates that States parties to the
Treaty undertake not to place in orbit around the Earth
any objects carrying nuclear weapons Qr any other kinds of
weapons of mass destruction, install such weapons on
celestial bodies or station such weapons in outer space in
any other manner,

Reaffirming also paragraph 80 ofthe Final Document of
the Tenth Special Session of the General AssemblY,1D the
first special session devoted to disarmament, in which it i&
stated that, in order to prevent an arms race in outer spaoe,
further measures should be taken and appropriate interna
tional negotiations held in accordance with the spirit ofthe
Treaty,

Recalling its resolutions 36/97 C and 36/99 of9 Decem
ber 1981, as well as resolutions 37/83 of 9 December
1982, 37/99 D of 13 December 1982, 38170 of 15 Decem
ber 1983 and 39/59 of 12 December 1984,

Gravely concerned at the danger posed to alI mankind by
an arms race in outer space and in particular by the
impending threat ofthe exacerbation ofthe current state of
insecurity by developments that could further undermine
international peace and security, retard the pursuit ofgen
eral and complete disarmament, and risk creating obsta
cles to the development of international co-operatiOli· in
the peaceful uses of outerspace,:!l'

Mindful of the widespread interest expressed by Mem-·
ber States in the course of the negotiations on and follow
ing the adoption of the above-mentioned Treaty in
ensuring that the exploration and use ofouter space should
be for peaceful purposes, and taking note ofproposals sub-

20 Resolution 2222 (XXI), annex.
21 See Rfpprt ofthe Second United Nations Conferem:e on the Exploration

and PeacefUl Use ofOuter Space. Vienna. 9-21 August 1982 (AlCONF.IOII
10 and Corr.l and 2), para. 426. .

mitted to the General Assembly at its tenth special session
and at its regular sessions and to the Conference on Dis-
armament, I"

Noting the grave concern expressed by the Second
United Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peace
ful Uses of Outer Space at the extension of an arms race
into outer space and the recommendations21 made to the
competent organs of the United Nations, in particular the
General Assembly, and also to the Committee on Disarm
ament,lS

Convinced that further measures are needed for the pre
vention of an arms race in outer space,

Recognizing that, in the context of multilateral negotia
tions for preventing an arms race in outer space, bilateral
negotiations between the Union ofSoviet Socialist Repub
lies and the United States ofAmerica could make a signifi
cant contribution to such an objective, in accordance with
paragraph 27 of the Final Document of the Tenth Special
Session,10

Noting with satisfaction that bilateral negotiations
between the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and the
United States of America have begun in 1985, on a com
plex ofquestions concerning space and nuclear arms, both
strategic and intermediate-range, ano in their interrela
tionship, with the declared objective of working out effec~

tive agreements aimed, inter alia, at preventing an arms
race in outer space,

Anxious that concrete results should emerge from these
negotiations as soon as possible, as was urged in resolution
39/59,

Taking note of the part of the report of the Conference
on Disarmame!1t relating to this question,22

Welcoming the establishment of an Ad Hoc Committee
on the prevention ofan arms race in outer space during the
1985 session of the Conference on Disarmament, in the
ex~rciseofthe negotiating responsibilities of this sole mul
tilateral negotiating body on disarmament, to examine, as
a first step at this stage, issues relevant to the prevention of
an arms race in outer space,

Mindful that consensus had not yet been reached in the
Conference on Disarmament on concrete proposals for re
establishing the ad hoc committee on this question during
the 1986 session of the Conference on Disarmament,

1. Recalls the obligation of all States to refrain from
the threat or use of force, in their space activities;

2. Reaffirms that general and complete disarmament
under effective international control warrants that outer
space shall be used exclusively for peaceful purposes and
that it shall not become an arena for an arms race;

3. Emphasizes that further measures with appropriate
and effective provisions for verification to prevent an arms
race in outer space should be adopted by the international
community;

4. Calls upon alI States, in particular those with major
space capabilities, to contribute actively to the objective of
the peaceful use of outer space and to take immediate
measures to prevent an arms race in outer space in the
interest of maintaining international peaC'-e and security
and promoting international co-operation and understand
ing;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to invite Member
States to submit their views on the possibility ofenhancing
international co-operation in the field of preventing an
arms race in outer space and. the peaceful uses of outer

22 Official Records ofthe General Assembly. Fortieth Session. Supplement
No. 2r(AJ40127 and Corr.I), sect. 111£
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space, including the desirability of establishing relevant
machinery for that purpose, and to submit a report to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session;

6. Reiterates that the Conference on Disarmament, as
the single multilateral disarmament negotiating forum, has
the primary role in the negotiation ofa multilateral agree
ment or agreements, as appropriate, on the prevention of
an arms race in outer space in all its aspects;

7. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to con
sider as a matter of priority the question of preventing an
arms race in outer s~ce;

8. Also requests the Conference on Disarmament to
intensify its consideration of the question of the preven
tion ofan arms race in outer space in all its aspects, taking
into account all relevant proposals including those
presented in the Ad Hoc Committee on the prevention of
an arms race in outer space at the 1985 session of the Con
ference and at the fortieth session of the General Assem
bly;

9. Further requests the Conference on Disarmament to
re-establish an ad hoc committee with an adequate man
date at the beginning of its session in 1986, with a view to
undertaking negotiations for the conclusion of an agree
ment or agreements, as appropriate, on the prevention of
an arms race in outer space in all its aspects;

10. Urges the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and
the United States of America to pursue intensively their
bilateral negotiations in a constructive spirit aimed at
reaching early agreement for preventing an arms race in
outer space, and to advise the Conference on Disarma
ment periodically of the progress of their bilateral sessions
so as to facilitate its work;

11. CaJ/s upon all States, especially those with major
space capabilities, to refrain, in their activities relating to
outer space, from actions contrary to the observance of the
relevant existing treaties or to the objective of preventing
an arms race in outer space;

12. Invites Member States to transmit to the Secretary
General, not later than 1 AJ;,ril 1986, their views on the
scope and content of the study being undertaken by the
United Nations Institute for Disannament Research23 on
disarmament problems relating to outer space and the con
sequences ofextending the arms race into outer space, and
requests the Secretary-General io convey the views of the
Member States to the Advisory Board on Disarmament
Studies for consideration in order to enable it, in its capac
ity of Board of Trustees of the .Institute, to give the Insti
tute such possible guidance with respect to the elaboration
of its study as it may derive from those views;

13. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to
report on its consideration of this subject to the General
Assembly at its forty-first session;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the
C;Qpfer,eQ.ce on Disarmament all documents relating to the
consideration of this subject by the General Assembly at
its fortieth session; .

15. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Prevention ofan arms
race in outer space".

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

23 See Al401725, paras. 47-54.
24 Al40/114-S/16921, annex. For the printed text. see OjJkial Records of

the Security Council. Fortieth Year. Supplement for January. Febl1Uiry and
March 1985, document S/16921, annex.

40/88. Implementation of General Assembly resolu
tion 39/60 on the immediate cessation and
prohibition of nuclear-weapon tests

The General Assembly,
Deeply concerned about the intensification of the

nuclear-arms race and the growing threat of nuclear war,
RecaJ/ing that over the past three decades the need for

cessation and prohibition of nuclear-weapon testing has
been in the focus of attention of the General Assembly,

Reaffirming its conviction that the conclusion ofa multi
lateral treaty on the prohibition ofnuclear-weapon tests by
all States would constitute an indispensable element for
the success of efforts to halt and reverse the· nuclear-arms
race and the qualitative improvement of nuclear weapons,
and to prevent the expansion of existing nuclear arsenals
and the spread of nuclear weapons to additional countries,
thus contributing to the achievement of the finai goal of
the complete elimination ofnuclear weapons under appro
priate verification,

Stressing once again that the elaboration ofsuch a treaty
is the task of the highest priority and should not be made
dependent on the attair. ment of any other measure in the
field of disarmament, .

Welcoming the proposals contained in the Delhi Decla
ration issued on 28 January 1985 by the heads ofState or
Government of six States Members of the United
Nations24 - Argentina, Greece, India, Mexico, Sweden
and the United Republic of Tanzania - and their joint
message of24 October 1985 addressed to the leaders ofthe
United States of America and the Union ofSoviet Social
ist Republics,2s

Reca//ing its previous resolutions on this subject, in par
ticular resolutions 39/52 and 39/60 of 12 December 1984,
by which it called for a moratorium or moratoria on all
nuclear-test explosions and for the negotiation of a treaty
for the prohibition of all nuclear-weapon tests,

Deeply deploring that the Conference on Disarmament
has been unable to carry out negotiations with a view to
reaching agreement on such a treaty,

I. Urges the Conference on Disarmament to proceed
promptly to negotiations on all aspects of this matter,
including adequate measures of verification, with the aim
of preparing without delay a draft treaty that would effec
tively ban all test explosions of nuclear weapons by all
States everywhere and would contain provisions, accept
able to all, preventing the circumvention of this ban by
means of nuclear explosions for peaceful purposes;

2. Resolutely urges all States, and especially all
nuclear-weapon States, to exert maximum efforts and
exercise political will for the elaboration and conclusion
without delay of such a treaty;

l. Welcomes the unilateral cessation by one major
nuclear-weapon State ofall its nuclear explosions, effective
6 August 1985, as well as the proposal for the suspension
ofall nuclear tests for a period of 12 months, with the pos
sibility of its extension, contained in the joint message of
24 October 1985 addressed to the leaders of the United
Statfi~ of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics by the Heads of State or Government of six
States Members of the United Nations;

4. Expresses its hope that all other nuclear-weapon
States will also consider joining in such a moratorium;

5. Decides to include in the provisionai agenda of its
forty-first session an item entitled "Implementation of

2S Al40/825-Sl17596, annex. For the printed text, see Official Records of
the Security Council. Fortieth Year. Supplement fOT October. November and
December 1985, document S/17596, annex.
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General Assembly resolution 40/88 on the immediate ces
sation and prohibition of nuclear-weapon tests".

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

40/89. Implementadon of the Declaradon on the
Denudearizadon of Africa

A

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DEClARATION

The General Assembly,
Bearing in mind the Declaration on the Denucleari

zation of Africa26 adopted by the Assembly of Heads of
State and Government of the Organization of African
Unity at its first ordinary session, held at Cairo from 17 to
21 July 1964,

Recalling its resolution 1652 (XVI) of 24 November
1961, its earliest on the subject, as well as its resolutions
2033 (XX) of 3 December 1965, 31/69 of 10 December
1976,32/81 of 12 December 1977, 33/63 of 14 December
1978, 34/76 A of 11 December 1979, 35/146 B of 12
December 1980, 36/86 B of9 December 1981, 37/74 A of
9 December 1982, 38/181 A of 20 December 1983 and
39/61 A of 12 December 1984, in which it called upon all
States to consider and respect the continent of Africa and
its surrounding areas as a nuclear-weapon-ftee zone,

Recalling that in its resolution 33/63 it vigorously con
demned any overt or covert attempt by South Africa to
introduce nuclear weapons into the continent ofAfrica and
demanded that South Africa refrain forthwith from con
ducting any nuclear explosion in the continent or else
where,

Taking note ofthe report ofthe United Nations Institute
for Disarmament Research entitled "South Africa's
nuclear capability",27 undertaken in co-operation with the
Department for Disarmament Affairs of the Secretariat
and in consultation with the Organization of African
Unity, as well as the report of the Disarmament Commis
sion,28

Expressing regret that despite the threat South Africa's
nuclear capability constitutes to international peace and
security and, in particular, to the realization of the objec
tive of the Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa,
the Disarmament Commission has, once again, in 1985,
failed to reach a consensus on this important item on its
agenda,

1. Strongly renews its call upon all States to consider
and respect the continent of Africa and its surrounding
areas as a nuclear-weapon-free zone;

2. Reaffirms that the implementation of the Declara
tion on the Denuclearization of Africa adopted by the
Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the
Organization of African Unity would be an important
measure to prevent the proliferation of nuclear weapons
and to promote international peace and security;

3. Expresses once again its grave alarm at South Afri
ca's possession and continued development of nuolear..!
weapon capability; .

4. Condemns South Africa's continued pursuit of a
nuclear capability and all forms of nuclear collaboration
by any State, corporation, institution or individual with
the racist regime that enable it to frustrate the objective of

260Jficial Records ofthe General Assembly, Twentieth Session, Annexes,
~ item lOS, document AlS97S.

27 Al39/470.

the Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa, which
seeks to keep Africa free from nuclear weapons;

5. Calls upon all States, corporations, institutions and
individuals to desist from further collaboration with the
racist regime that may enable it to frustrate the objective
of the Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa;

6. Demands once again that the racist r6gime ofSouth
Africa refrain from manufacturing, testing, deploying,
transporting, storing, using or threatening to use nuclear
weapons;

7. Appeals to all States that have the means to do so to
monitor South Africa's research on and development and
production of nuclear weapons, and to publicize any infor
mation in that regard;

8. Demands once again that South Africa submit
forthwith all its nuclear installations and facilities to
inspection by the International Atomic Energy Agency;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to render all neces
sary assistance that the Organization ofAfrican Unity may
seek towards the implementation of its solemn Declara
tion on the Denuclearization of Africa;

10. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Implementation ofthe
Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa".

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

B

NUCLEAR CAPABILITY OF SOUTH AFRICA

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 34/76 B of II December 1979,

35/146 A of 12 December 1980,36/86 A of9 December
1981, 37/74 B of 9 Dece.nber 1982, 38/181 B of 20
December 1983 and 39/61 B of 12 December 1984,

Bearing in mind the Declaration on the Denucleari
zation of Africa26 adopted by the Assembly of Heads of
State and Government of the Organization of African
Unity at its first ordinary session, held at Cairo from 17 to
21 July 1964,

Recalling that, in paragraph 12 of the Final Document
of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly,1O it
noted that the accumulation of armaments and the acqui
sition of armaments technology by racist regimes, as well
as their possible acquisition of nuclear weapons, presented
a challenging and increasingly dangerous obstacle to the
world community, faced with the urgent need to disarm,

Recalling also that in its resolution 33/63 of 14 Decem
ber 1978, it vigorously condemned any overt or covert
attempt by South Africa to introduce nuclear weapons into
the continent of Africa and demanded that South Africa
refrain forthwith from conducting any nuclear explosion in
the continent or elsewhere,

Taking note of resolution GC(XXIX)IRES/442 on
South Africa's nuclear capabilities, adopted on 27 Septem
ber 1985 by the General Conference of the International
Atomic Energy Agency during its twenty-ninth regular ses
sion,

Having taken note of the report of the United Nations
Institute for Disarmament Research entitled "South Afri
ca's nuclear capability",27 undertaken in co-operation with
the Department for Disarmament Affairs of the Secretariat

28 06icial Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supplement
No. 4,[(Al40/42).
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and in consultation with the Organization of African
Unity,

Expressing regret that despite the threat South Africa's
nuclear capability constitutes to international peace and
security and, in particular, to the realization of the objec
tive of the Declaration on the Denuclearization of Africa,
the Disarmament Commission has, once again, in 1985,
failed to reach a consensus on this important item on its
agenda,

Gravely concerned that South Africa, in flagrant viola
tion of the principles of intemationallaw and the relevant
provisions of the Charter of the United Nations, has con
tinued its acts of aggression and subversion against the
peoples of the independent States of southern Africa,

Strongly condemning the continued military occupation
by South African troops of parts of the territory of Angola
in violation of its national sovereignty, independence and
territorial integrity, and urging the immediate and uncon
ditional withdrawal ofSouth African troops from Angolan
soil,

Expressing its grave disappointment that, despite
repeated appeals by the international community, certain
Western States and Israel have continued to collaborate
with the racist regime of South Africa in the military and
nuclear fields and that some of the same Western States
have, by a ready recourse to the use of the veto, consist
ently frustrated every effort in the Security Council to deal
decisively with the question of South Africa,

Recalling its decision taken at the tenth special session
that the Security Council should take appropriate effective
steps to prevent the frustration of the implementation of
the decision of the Organization of African Unity for the
denuclearization of Africa,29

Stressing the need to preserve peace and security in
Africa by ensuring that the continent is a nuclear-weapon
free zone,

I. Condemns the massive build-up of South Afiica's
military machine, in particular its frenzied acquisition of
nuclear-weapon capability for repressive and aggressive
purposes and as an instrument of blackmail;

2. Expresses its full support for the African States faced
with the danger of South Africa's nuclear capability;

3. Reaffirms that the acquisition of nuclear-weapon
capability by the racist regime constitutes a very grave
danger to international peace and security and, in particu
lar, jeopardizes the security ofAfrican States and increases
the danger of the proliferation of nuclear weapons;

4. Condemns all forms ofnuclear collaboration by any
State, corporation, institution or individual with the racist
regime ofSouth Africa, in particular the decision by some
Member States to grant licences to several corporations in
their territories to provide equipment and technical and
maintenance services for nuclear installations in South
Africa;

5. Demands that South Africa and all other foreign
interests put an immediate end to the exploration for and
exploitation of uranium resources in Namibia;

6. Calls upon all States, corporations, instiiutions and
individuals to terminate forthwith all forms of military
and nuclear collaboration with the racist regime;

7. Requests the Disarmament Commission to consider
as a matter of priority during its session in 1986 South
Africa's nuclear capability, taking into account, inter alia,
the ficdings of the report of the United Nations Institute

29 Sec resolution SoIOI2, para. 63 (c).
30Sec OfliciaJ Records o/the Security Council. Thirty-fifth Year, Supple

ment/or .fUly, August and September 1980, document Sl14179.

for Disarmament Research on South Africa's nuclear
capability;

8. Requests the Security Council, for the purposes of
disarmament and to fulfil its obligations and n:sponsibil
\ty, to take enforcement measures to prevent any racist
regime from acquiring arms or arms technology;

9. Further requests the Security Council to conclude
expeditiously its consideration of the recommendations of
its Committee established by resolution 421 (1977) con
cerning the question of South Africa,30 with a view to
blocking the existing loopholes in the arms embargo so as
to render it more effective, and prohibiting, in particular,
all forms ofco-operation and collaboration with the racist
regime of South Africa in the nuclear field;

10. Demands once again that South Africa submit
forthwith all its nuclear installations and facilities to
inspection by the International Atomic Energy Agency;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to follow very
closely South Africa's evolution in the nuclear field and to
report thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-first
session.

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

40/90. Prohibition of the development aod manufac
ture of new types of weapons of IDUI destnc
tion and new systems of such weai'0D5

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 3479 (XXX) of 11 December
1975, 31/74 of 10 December 1976, 32/84 A of 12 Decem
ber 1977, 33/66 B of 14 December 1978, 34/79 of 11
December 1979, 35/149 of 12 December 1980, 36/89 of9
December 1981, 37/77 A of9 December 1982, 38/182 of
20 December 1983 and 39/62 of 12 December 1984 con
cerning the prohibition of new types of weapons of mass
destruction,

Bearing i1l mind the provisions of paragraph 39 of the
Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the Gen
eral AssemblY,lo according to which qualitative and quan
titative disarmament measures are both important for
halting the arms race and efforts to that end must include
negotiations on the limitation and cessation ofthe qualita
tive improvement of armaments, especially weapons of
mass destruction, and the development of new means of
warf~,

Recalling the decision contained in paragraph 77 of the
Final Document to the effect that, in order to help to pre
vent a qualitative arms race and so that scientific and tech
nological achievements might ultimately be used solely for
peaceful purposes, effective measures should be taken to
prevent the emergence of new types of weapons of mass
destruction based on new scientific principles and achieve
ments, and that efforts aiming at the prohibition of s'lCh
new types and new systems of weapons of mass destruc
tion should be appropriately pursued,

Expressing once agai" its firm belief, in the light of the
decisions adopted at the tenth special session, in the
importance of concluding an agreement or agreements to
prevent the use ofscientific and technological prosress for
the development ofnew types ofweapons ofmass destruc
tion and new systems of such weapons,

Noting that in the course of its session in 1985 the Con
ference on Disarmament considered the item entitled
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"New types of weapons of mass destruction and new sys
tems of such weapons; radiological weapons",

Convinced that all ways and means should be utilized to
prevent the development and manufacture ofnew types of
weapons of mass destruction and new systems of 5uch
weapons,

Taking into consideration the part of the report of the
Conference on Disarmament relating to this question,31

I. Reaffirms the necessity of prohibiting the develop
ment and manufacture of new types of weapons of mass
destruction and new systems of such weapons;

2. Requests the Conference on Disarmament, in the
light of its existing priorities, to keep constantly under
review, with the assistance of a periodically convened
group of experts, the question of the prohibition of the
development and manufacture of new types ofweapons of
mass destruction and new systems of such weapons with a
view to making, when necessary, recommendations on
undertaking specific negotiations on the identified types of
such weapons;

3. Calls upon all States to contribute, immediately fol
lowing the identification of any new type of weapon of
mass destruction, to the commencement of negotiations
on its prohibition with the simultaneous introduction ofa
moratorium on its practical development;

4. Once again urgee; all States to refrain from any
action that could adversely affect the efforts aimed at the
prevention of the emergence of new types of weapons of
mass destruction and new systems of such weapons;

5. Calls again upon all States to undertake efforts to
ensure that ultimately scientific and technological achieve
ments may be used solely for peaceful purposes;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the
Conference on Disarmament all documents relating to the
consideration of this item by the General Assembly at its
fortieth session;

7. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to submit
a report on the results achieved to the General Assembly
for consideration at its forty-first session;

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Prohibition of the
development and manufacture of new types of weapons of
mass destruction and new systems of such weapons:
report of the Conference on Disarmament".

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

40/91. Reduction of military budgets

A

The General Assembly,
Deeply concerned about the ever-spiralling arms race

and growing military expenditures, which constitute a
heavy burden for the economies of all nations and have
extremely harmful effects on world peace and security,

Reaffirming once again the provisions of paragraph 89
of the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session ofthe l

General Assembly,1O the first special session devoted to
disarmament, according to which the gradual reduction of
military budgets on a mutually agreed basis, for example,
in absolute figures or in terms of percentage, particularly
by nuclear-weapon States and other militarily significant

31 Ollicial Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supplement
No. 2r(Al40/27 and Corr.l), paras. 102 and 105-109.

32 Ibid., Twelfth Special Session, Annexes, agenda items 9 to 13. document
AlS-12I32, para. 62. .

States, would contribute to curbing the arms race and
would increase the possibilities for the reallocation of
resources now being used for military purposes to econo
mic and social development, particularly for the benefit of
the developing countries,

Convinced that the freezing and reduction of military
budgets would have favourable consequences on the world
economic and financial situation and might facilitate
efforts made to increase international assistance for the
developing countries,

Recalling that at its twelfth special session, the second
special session devoted to disarmam~nt,all M~mber States
unanimously and categorically reaffirmed the validity of
the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session, as well
as their solemn commitment to it,32

Recalling also that, in the Declaration of the 1980s as
the Second United Nations Disarmament Decade, it is
provided that during this period renewed efforts should be
made to reach agreement on the reduction of military
expenditures and the reallocation of resources thus saved
to economic and social development, especially for the
benefit of developing countries,33

Recallingfurther the provisions ofits resolution 34/83 F
of 11 December 1979, subsequently reaffirmed in its reso
lutions 35/142 A of 12 December 1980, 36/82 A of 9
December 1981,37/95 A of 13 December 1982, 38/184 A
of 20 December 1983 and 39/64 A of 12 December 1984
in which it considered that a new impetus should be give~
to the endeavours to achieve agreements to freeze, reduce
or otherwise restrain, in a balanced manner, military
expenditure, including adequate measures of verification
satisfactory to all parties concerned,

Aware of the various proposals submitted by Member
States and. of the activities carried out so far within the
framework of the United Nations in the field of the reduc
tion of military budgets,

Considering that the identification and elaboration of
the principles that should govern further actions of States
in freezing and reducing military budgets and the other
current activities within the framework of the United
Nations related to the question ofthe reduction ofmilitary
budgets should be regarded as having the fundamental
objective of reaching international agreements on the
reduction of military expenditures,

Taking note of the report of the IJisarmament Commis
sion on the work accomplished during its session in 1985
on the item entitled "Reduction of military budgets",34

1. Declares again its conviction that it is possible to
achieve international agreements on the reduction of mili
tary budgets without prejudice to the right of all States to
undiminished security, self-defence and sovereignty;

2. Appeals to all States, in particular to the most heav
ily armed States, pending the conclusion ofagreements on
the reduction of military expenditures, to exercise self
restraint in their military expenditures with a view to real
locating the funds thus saved to economic and social
development, particularly for the benefit of developing
countries;

3. Reaffirms that the human and material resources
released through the reduction of military expenditures
could be reallocated for economic and social development,
particularly for the benefit of the developing countries;

4. Requests the Disarmament Commission to continue
the consideration of the item ~ntitled "Reduction of mili-

33 See resolution 35/46, annex, para. 15.
34 See Ollicial Records ofthe General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supple-

ment No. 42 (A/40/42), para. 28. .
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tary budgets" and, in this context, to finalize, at its sub
stantive session in 1986, the principles that should govern
the actions of States in the field of freezing and reduction
of military expenditures on the basis of the working paper
annexed to its report,35 as well as other proposals and ideas
on the subject;

5. Draws anew the attention of Member States to the
fact that the identification and elaboration ofthe principles
which should govern further actions of States in freezing
and reducing military budgets could contribute to harmo
nizing the views of States and creating confidence among
them conduciv~ to international agreements on the reduc
tion of military budgets;

6. Urges all Member States, in particular the most
heavily armed States, to reinforce their readiness to co
operate in a constructive manner with a view to reaching
agreements to freeze, reduce or otherwise restrain military
expenditures;

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Reduction of military
budgets".

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

B

The General Assembly,
Deeply concerned about the arms race and present ten

dencies to increase further the rate of growth of military
expenditures, the deplorable waste of human and econo
mic resources and the potentially harmful effects on world
peace and security,

Considering that a gradual reduction of military expend
itures on a mutually agreed basis would be a measure that
would contribute to curbing the arms race and would
increase the possibilities of reallocating resources now
being used for military purposes to economic and social
development, particularly for the benefit ofthe developing
countries,

Convinced that such reductions could and should be car
ried out on a mutually agreed basis without detriment to
the national security of any country,

Reaffirming its conviction that provisions for defining,
reporting, comparing and verifYing military expenditures
will have to be basic elements of any international agree
ment to reduce such expenditures,

Recalling that an international system for the standard
ized reporting of military expenditures has been intro
duced in pursuance of General Assembly resolution 35/
142 B of 12 December 1980, and that national reports on
military expenditures have been received from a number
of Member States belonging to different geographic regions
and having different budgeting and accounting systems,

Considering that a wider participation in the reporting
system ofStates from different geographic regions and rep
resenting different budgeting systems would promote its
further refinement and would, by contributing 'to greater
openness in military matters, increase confidence between
States,

Emphasizing that the above-mentioned activities and
initiatives, as well as other ongoing activities within the
United Nations related to the reduction of military

35 Ibid., Supplement No. 42 (A/40/42), annex 11.
36 A/40/42 I. The report was subsequently issued with the title Reduction

of Military Budgets: construction of military price indexes and purchasing
power parities for comparison ofmilitary experiditures (United Nations publi
cation, Sales No. E.86.1X.2).

budgets, have the objective of facilitating future negotia
tions aimed at the conclusion of international agreements
on the reduction of military expenditures,

Recalling its resolution 37/95 B of 13 December 1982,
in which it requested the Secretary-General, with the
assistance ofa group ofqualified experts and with the vol
untary co-operation ofStates, to undertake the task ofcon
structing price indices and purchasing-power parities for
the military expenditures of participating States,

Having examined the report of the Secretary-General36
containing the report of the Group of Experts on the
Reduction of Military Budgets,

I. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Group of Experts on the Reduction of Military Budgets;

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
and to the Group ofExperts that assisted him in the prepa-
ration of the report; .

3. Commends the report and its conclusions and rec
ommendations to the attention of all Member States;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to make the neces
sary arrangements for the reproduction of the report as a
United Nations publication;36

5. Invites all Member States to submit to the Secretary
General, no later than 15 April 1986, their views regarding
the report and to suggest pmher measures with a view to
facilitating future international agreements to reduce mili
tary expenditures;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report
containing the views of Member States received con
cerning this issue to the General Assembly at its forty-first
session;

7. Also takes note with appreciation ofthe report of the
Secretary-General containing the replies received in 1985
from Member States in the framework of the above-men
tioned reporting system;37

8. Stresses the need to increase the number of report
ing States with a view to the broadest possible parLicipa
tion from different geographic regions and representing
different budgeting systems;

9. Reiterates its recommendation that all Member
States should report annually, by 30 April, to the Secre
tary-General, using the reporting instrument, their mili
tary expenditures for the latest fiscal year for which data
are available;

10. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Reduction of military
budgets".

J13th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

40/92. Chemical and bacteriological (biological)
weapons

A

PROHIBITION OF CHEMICAL AND BACfERIOLOGICAL
WEAPONS..

The General Assembly,
Recalling paragraph 75 of the Final Document of the

Tenth Special Session of the General AssemblY,lo which
states that the complete and effective prohibition of the

37 A/40/313 and Add.l-3.
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development, production and stockpiling of all chemical
weapons and their destruction represents one of the most
urgent measures of disarmament,

Recalling its previous resolutions relating to the com
plete and effective prohibition of the development, pro
duction and stockpiling of all chemical weapons and to
their destruction,

Convinced of the need for the earliest conclusion of a
convention on the prohibition of the development, pro
duction and stockpiling of all chemical weapons and on
their destruction, which would significantly contribute to
general and complete disarmament under effective inter
national control,

Stressing the continuing importance of the Protocol for
the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poi
sonous or Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of
Warfare,38 signed sixty years ago at Geneva,

Determined, for the sake of all mankind, to exclude
completely the possibility of the use ofchemical weapons,
through the earliest conclusion and implementation of a
convention on the prohibition of the development, pro
duction and stockpiling of all types of chemical weapons
and on their destruction, thereby complementing the obli
gations al:~umed under the Geneva Protocol of 17 June
1925,

Taking into consideration the work of the Conference on
Disarmament during its session in 1985 regarding the pro
hibition of chemical weapons and, in particular, highly
appreciating the work ofits AdHoc Committee on Chemi
cal Weapons,

Expressing profound concern at recent decisions on the
production ofbinary chemical weapons, as well as at their
intended deployment,

Deeming it desirablefor States to refrain from taking any
action that could delay or further complicate negotiations
and to display a constructive approach to such negotia
tions and the political will to reach an early agreement on
the ,chemical weapons convention, .. .

Aware that the qualitative improvement and develop
ment of chemical weapons complicate ongoing negotia
tions on the prohibition of chemical weapons,

'Taking note of proposals on the creation of chemical
weapon-free zones aimed at facilitating the complete pro
hibition of chemical weapons and at contributing to the
achievement of stable regional and international security,

1. Reaffirms the necessity of the speediest elabomtion
and conclusion of a convention on the prohibition of the
development, production and stockpiling of all chemical
weapons and on their destruction;

2. Appeals to all States to facilitate in every possible
way the conclusion of such a convention;

3. Urges the Conference on Disarmament to intensify
the negotiations in the Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical
Weapons with a view to achieving accord on a chemical
weapons convention at the earliest possible date and, for
this purpose, to intensify the drafting process of such a
convention for submission to the General Assembly at its
forty-first session; ;Jj

4. Reaffirms its call to all States to conduct serious
negotiations in good faith and to refrain from any action
that could impede negotiations. on the prohibition of
chemical weapons and specifically to refrain from the pro
duction and deployment of binary and other new types of
chemical weapons, as well as from stationing chemical
weapons on the territory of other States;

38 Leque of Nations, TreaJy Series, vol. XCIV (1929), No. 2138, p. 65.
39 Resolution 2826 (XXVI), annex.

5. Calls upon all States that have not yet done so to
become parties to the Protocol for the Prohibition of the
Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases,
and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, signed at
Geneva on 17 June 1925.

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

B

CHEMICAL AND BACTERIOLOGICAL (BIOLOGICAL)
WEAPONS

The General Assembly,

Recalling its previous resolutions relating to the com
plete and effective prohibition of the development, pro
duction and stockpiling of all chemical weapons and to
their destruction,

Reaffirming the urgent necessity of strict observance by
all States of the principles and objectives of the Protocol
for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating,
Poisonous or Other Gases, and ofBacteriological Methods
of Warfare, signed at Geneva on 17 June 1925,38 and of
the adherence by all States to the Convention on the Pr0
hibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling
of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on
Theit: Destruction, signed in London, Moscow and Wash
ington, on 10 April 1972,39

Having considered the part of the report of the Con
ference on Disarmament on chemical weapons, in particu
lar the report of its Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical
Weapon~,40

Convinced of the necessity that all effurts be exerted for
the continuation and successful conclusion ofnegotiations
on the prohibition of the development, production and
stockpiling of all chemical weapons and on their destJ"Uc..
tion,

1. Takes note of the work of the Conference on Dis
armament during its session in 1985 regarding the prohibi
tion of chemical weapons and, in particular, appreciates
the work of its Ad Hoc Committee on Chemical Weapons
on that question and the progress recorded in its report;

2. Expresses again its regret andconcern that an asree
ment on the. complete and effective prohibition of the
development, production and stockpiling of all chemical
weapons and on th~ir destruction has not yet been elabo
rated;

3. Urges again the Conference on Disarmament, as a
matter of high priority, to intensify, during its session in
1986, the negotiations on such a convention and to rein
force further its efforts, inter alia, by increasing the time
during the year that it devotes to suc"negotiati~ns,taking
into account all existing proposals and future initiati"es,.
with a view to the final elaboration ofa convention at the
earliest possible date, and to re-establish its Ad Hoc Com
mittee on Chemical Weapons for this purpose with the
1985 mandate;

4. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to report
to the General Assembly at its forty-first session on th~

results of its negotiations.

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

40See ORiciaJ Records ofthe GelW'QI Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supple
ment No. 17 (A/40/27 and Corr.I), para.96.'
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CHEMICAL AND BJ\CfERIOLOGICAL (BIOLOGICAL)
WEAPONS

The General Assembly,
Reaffirming the urgent necessity of strict observance by

all States of the principles and objectives of the Protocol
for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating,
Poisonous or Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods
of Warfare, signed at Geneva on 17 June 1925,38 and of
the adherence by all States to the Convention on the Pro
hibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling
of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on
Their Destruction, signed in London, Mosoow and Wash
ington, on 10 April 1972,39

Noting with concern reports that chemical weapons have
been used, as well as indications of their emergence in an
increasing 'number of national arsenals,

Expressing concern at the increasing risk that chemical
weapons may be resorted to again,

Noting international efforts to strengthen relevant inter
national prohibitions, in~luding efforts to develop appro
priate fact-finding mechanisms,

Recalling its resolution 39/65 A of 12 December 1984,
Rededicating its efforts to protect mankind from chemi

cal and biological warfare,
1. Reaffirms the need for strict observance of existing

international obligations regarding prohibitions on chemi
cal and biological weapons and condemns all actions that
contravene those obligations;

2. Welcomes the ongoing efforts to ensure the most
effective prohibitions possible on chemical and biological
weapons;

3. Urges the Conference on Disarmament to accelerate
its negotiations on a multilateral convention on the com
plete and effective prohibition of the development, pro
ductionand stockpiling ofchemical weapons and on their
destruction;

4. Calls upon all States, pending the conclusion ofsuch
a comprehensive ban, to co-operate in efforts to prevent
the use of chemical weapons.

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

40/93. Israeli nuclear armament
The General Assembly,
Bearing in mind its previous resolutions on Israeli

nuclear armament, the latesf of which is 39/147 of 17
December 1984.

Recalling re::olution 39/54 of 12 IRcember 1984, in
which, inter alia, it called upon all countries of the Middle
East, pending the establishment of a nuclear-weapon-fi'ee
zone iilthe Middle East, to agree to place all their nuclear
acti'Vitiesunder International Atomic Energy Agency safe
guards,

Recallingfurther Security Council resolution 487 (1981)
of 19 June 1981 in which, inter alia, the Council called
upon Israel urgently to place its nuclear facilities under
International Atomic Energy Agency safeguards,

Noting with grave concern Israel's persistent refusal to
commit itself not to manufacture or acquire nuclear weap
ons, despite repeated calls by the General Assembly, the
Security Council and the International Atomic Energy

41 Al40/S20, annex.

Agency, and to place its nuclear facilities under Agency
safeguards,

Aware of the grave consequences that endanger interna
tional peace and security as a result of Israel's develop
ment and acquisition of nuclear weapons and Israel's col
laboration with South Afiica to develop nuclear weapons
and their delivery systems,

1. Takes note ofthe report ofthe United Nations Insti
tute for Disarmament Research on this question;41

2. Reiterates its condemnation of Israel's refusal to
renounce any possession of nuclear weapons;

3. Requests once more the Security Council to take
urgent and effective measures to ensure that Israel com
plies with Security Council resolution 487 (1981) and
places all its nuclear facilities under International Atomic
Energy Agency safeguards; .

4. Reiterates its request to the Security Council to
investigate Israel's nuclear activities and the collaboration
of other States, parties and institutions in these activities;

5. Calls upon all States and organizations that have not
yet done so to discontinue co-operating with and giving
assistance to Israel in the nuclear field;

6. Reaffirms its condemnation of the continuing
nuclear collaboration between Israel and South Africa;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to follow closely
Israeli nuclear activities and to report thereon as appropri
ate to the General Assembly.

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

40/94. General and complete disarmament

A

CONVENTIONAL DISARMAMENT ON A REGIONAL
SCALE

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming the determination to save succeeding gener
ations from the scourge ofwar that is expressed in the Pre
amble to the Charter of the United Nations,

Again recognizing the urgent need for the harmonizing
of political wills in order to promote initiatives aimed at
redqcing expenditure on armaments so that the resources
thus released can be devoted to the social and economic
development of all peopl~s,

Recalling paragraph 2 of the Final Document of the
Tenth Special Session ofthe General Assembly,1O in which
it is stated, inter alia, that the nuclear and conventional
arms build-up threatens to stall the efforts aimed at reach
ing the goals ofdevelopment, to become an obstacle on the
road of achieving the new international economic order
and to hinder the solution of other vital problems facing
mankind,

Recallingfurther paragraphs 45 and 46 ofthe Final D0c
ument of the Tenth Special Session,lO in which it declared,
inter-4Iia, that priorities in disannament negotiations
should be: nuclear weapons; other weapons of mass des
truction, including chemicai weapons; conventional weap
ons, including any which may be deemed to be excessively
injurious or to have indiscriminate effects; and reduction
of armed forces; and that nothing should preclude States
from conducting negotiations on all priority items concur
rently,
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Recognizing that unilateral measures to limit or reduce
armaments can make a contribution to the attainment of
disarmament,

Recalling its teSOlution 37/100 F of 13 ~mber 1982
on regional disarmament, in which it stressed, inter alia,
the importance of the regional measures al......ady adopted,
as well as ofefforts of a regional nature undertaken in the
field of nuclear and conventional disarmament,

Recalling also its resolutions 38/73 J of 15 December
1983 and 39/63 F of 12 December 1984 on regional dis
armament,

I. Urges Governments, where the regional situation so
permits and on the initiative of the States concerned, to
consider and adopt appropriate measures at the regional
level with a view to strengthening peace and security-at a
lower level of forces through the limitation and reduction
of armed forces and conventional weapons, under strict
and effective international control, taking into account the
need ofStates to protect their security, bearing in mind the
inherent right of self-defence enshrined in the Charter of
the United Nations and without prejudice to the principle
ofequal rights and ofthe self-determination of peoples, in
conformity with the Charter, and taking into account the
need to ensure balance in each phase and to avoid impair
ing the security of any State;

2. Expresses its most firm support for recent unilateral
measures, adopted by some Governments, which are
intended to limit conventional armaments and reduce
military expenditures and which contribute to the creation
ofan atmosphere favourable to the realization of conven
tional disarmament ona regional scale;

3. Endorses most emphatically the recent regional and
subregional initiatives directed towards the conclusion of
agreements to limit armaments and reduce military
expenditures;

-.

4. Reaffirms the primary responsibility ofthe militarily
significant States, especially the nuclear-weapon States, for
halting and reversing the arms race, and the priority
assigned to nuclear disarmament in the context of the
advances towards general and complete disarmament;

5. Requests all States to facilitate progress towards
regional disarmament by strictly honouring their commit
ment to refrain from the threat or use of force and to con
tribute to the creation ofan atmosphere favourable to the
realization of conventional disarmament on a regional
scale;

6. Urges also countries which are suppliers of conven
tional weapons to co-operate with regional efforts;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to provide interested
Governments, upon request, with such technical services
and assistance as may be useful in measures of conven
tional disarmament on a regional scale and also requests
him to submit a report on the sit~tionwith regard to this
m~tter to the General Assembly at its forty-first sesSLQP;

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenc:ci~f its
forty-first session an item entitled "Conventional disarma
ment on a regional scale".

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

42 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.1.7.
43 A/39/400.
44 A/40/379.

B

STUDY OF THE QUESTION OF NUCLEAR-WEAPON-FREE
ZONES IN ALL ITS ASPECTS

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 37/99 F of 13 December 1982,

in which it decided that a study should be undertaken to
review and supplement the Comprehensive study of the
question ofnuclear-weapon-free zones in all its aspects42 in
the light of information and experience accumulated since
1975, .,

Recalling also that it requested the Secretary-General,
with the assistance ofan ad hoc group ofqualified govern
mental expertS, to carry out the study and to submit it to
the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth session,

Recalling further its resolution 39/15.1. B of 17 Decem
ber 1984, in which it took note of the report of the Secre
tary-General43 to the effect that ihe Group of Govern
mental Experts on Nuclear-Weapon-Frce Zones had not
been able to conclude the study within the time available

- and requested therefore the Secretary-General to continue
the study and to submit the report to the General Assem-
bly at its fortieth session, .

Reaffirming its resolutions 3472 A (XXX) of II Decem
ber 1975 and 31170 of 10 December 1976, in which it
expressed its conviction that the establishment of nuclear
weapon-free zones could contribute to the security of
members of such zones, to the prevention of proliferation
of nuclear weapons and to the goals of general and com
plete disarmament,

Having received the report of the Secretary-General,44 to
which is annexed a letter from the Chairman of the Group
ofGQvernmental Experts on NuclearrWeapon-Free ZoLles,

Appreciating the efforts made by the Group of Govern
mental Experts,

I. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General
and regrets that the Group of Governmental Experts on
NUclear-Weapon-Free Zones was unable to complete the
study;

2. Conveys its thanks to the Secretary-General, the
Director-General of the International Atomic Energy
Agency and the Secretary-General of the Agency for the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin America for the
assistance they have given for the preparation of the study.

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

c

STUDY ON CONVENTIONAL DISARMAMENT

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 39/15 I C of 17 December 198~'

in which the Secretary-General was requested to prepare a
report for the General Assembly at its fortieth session con
taining the views of Member States received regarding the
study on all aspects of the conventional arms race and on
disarmament relating to conventional weapons and armed
forces,4s ..

Further recalling paragraph 81 and other relevant para
graphs of the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session

4S The study was subsequently is~.ued with the title Study on Conv.entional
Disarmament (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.8S.lX.I).

~;:;
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of the General Assembly,10 in which the importance also
of conventional disannament measures is stressed,

Taking note of the.report of the Secretary-General on
the work of the Organization46 in which it is stated that
"while the fear of nuclear weapons is pervasive because of
their potentially global devastating effect, it is conven
tional weapons that every day claim countless lives", and
further that "the conventional arms race, moreover,
squanders precious economic resources",

Bearing in mind the immense drain on human, econo
mic and technological resources caused by the conven
tional arms race,

Further noting the link between disannament and devel
opment and the forthcoming International Conference on
the Relationship between Disannament and Develop
ment,

Having examined the report of the Secretary-Genera!47
containing the views received from Member States regard
ing the Study on Conventional Disarmament,

1. Appeals to all Member States to make the wid.~t use
of the Study and its conclusions and recommendations;

2. Invites Member S~tes that have not yet informed
the Secretary-General oftheir views regarding the Stud." to
do so no later than 31 May 1986;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a report
for the General Assembly at its forty-first session contain
ing further views of Member States received regarding the
Study,

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session an item entitled "Conventional disarma
ment".

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

D

PROHIBITION OF THE DEVEWPMENT, paODUCTION,
STOCKPILING AND USE OF RADlOWGICAL WEAPONS

The General Assembly.
Recalling its resolution 39/15 I J of 17 December 1984,
I. Takes note of that part of the report of the Con-

ference on Disarmament on the question of radiological
weapons, in particular the report ofthe Ad Hoc Committee
on Radiological Weapons;48

2. Takes note also of the recommendation of the Con
ference on Disarmament that the Ad Hoc Committee on
Radiological Weapons should be re-established at the
beginning of its 1986 session and that the annex to the
report of the Ad Hoc Committee should be considered as a
basis for further work;

3. Recognizes that the work accomplished by the Ad
Hoc Committee on Radiological Weapons in 1985 made a
furthei" contribution to the solution of the issues entrusted
to it;

4. Requests the Conference on Disannament to con
tinue its negotiations on the subject with a view to a
prompt conclusion ofits work, taking into account all pro
posals presented to the Conference to this end, the result of
which should be submitted to the General Assembly at its
forty-first session;

46 Official Records ofthe General Assembly, Fortieth Session. Supplement
No. 1 (A/40/1).

47 A/40/486 and Add. I.
48 See Official Records ofthe General Assembly, Fonieth Session, Supple

ment No. 27 (A/40127 and COlT. I), para. 104.

5. Also requests that the Secretary-General transmit to
the Conference on Disannament all relevant documents
relating to the discussion of all aspects of the issue by the
General Assembly at its fortieth session;

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Prohibition of the
development, production, stockpiling and use of (adiolog
ical weapons".

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

E

COMPREHENSIVE STUDY OF COt-;'':EPTS OF SECURITY

The General Assembly,
Reca/lingits resolution 38/188 H of 20 December 1983,

by which it requested the Secretary-General to carry out,
with the assistance of qualified governm~ntal experts, a
comprehensive study of concepts of security,

Having examined the report of the Secretary-General49
transmitting the study undertaken by the Group of Gov
ernmental Experts to Carry Out a Comprehensive Study of
Concepts of Security,

I. Takes note of the comprehensive study on concepts
of security;sO

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
and to the Group ofGovernmental Experts to Carry Out a
Comprehensive Study of Concepts of Security, which
assisted him in the preparation of the study;

3. Commends the study and its condusions to the
attention of all Member States;

4. Invites all Member States to inform the SeCretary
General, no later than 30 April 1986, of their views
regarding the study;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to make the neces
sary arrangements for the reproduction of the study as a
United Nations publicationso and to give it the widest pos
sible distribution;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare for the
General Assembly at its forty-first session a report con
taining the views of Member States received regarding the
study.

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

F

STUDY ON THE NAVAL ARMS RACE

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 38/188 G of 20 December 1983,

by which it requested the Secretary-General, with the
assistance ofqualified governmental expertS, to carry out a
comp~e~ensive study on the naval arms race,

Reaffirming its concern about the naval buildup and the
develojpment of naval arms systems,

Having examined the report of the Secretary-Generalsl
transmntting the study carried out by the Group of Gov-

49 A/4(1/553, annex.
SO Ibid., annex. The study was subsequently issued 'with the title Concepts

ofSecuri"y (United Nations publication, Sales No: E.86.IX.I).
SI A/40/535. .,



82

-
General Assembly-Fortietb Session

ernmentaJ. Experts to Carry Out a Comprehensive Study
on the Naval Arms Race, Naval Forces and Naval Arms
Systems,

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the study on the
naval arms race;52

2. Expresses its appreciation to the SecretaryGGeneral
and to the Group ofGovernmental Experts to Carry Out a
Comprehensive Study on the Naval Arms Race, Naval
Forces and Naval Arms Systems which assisteri him in the
preparation of the study;

3. Commends the study and its conclusions to the
attention of all Member States;

4. Invites all Member States to inform the Secretary
General, no later than 5 April 1986, of their views conG
ceming the study;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to make the necesG
sary arrangements for the reproduction of the study as a
United Nations publication52 and to give it the widest pos
sible distribution;

6. Requests the SecretaryGGeneral to prepare for the
Disarmament Commission at its substantive session in
May 1986 a compilation of the views received from Mem
ber States regarding this issue;

7. Requests the Disarmament Commission to conG
sider, at its forthcoming session in 1986, the issues conG
tained in the study on the naval arms race, both its sub
stantive content and its conclusions, taking into account
all other relevant present and future proposals, with a view
to facilitating the identification ofpossible measures in the
field of naval arms reductions and disarmament, pursued
within the framework of progress towards general and
complete disarmament, as weU as confidence-building
measures in this field, and to report on its deliberations
and recommendations to the General Assembly at its
forty-first session;

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
fortyGfirst session an item entitled "Naval armaments and
disarmament". .

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

G

PROHIBiTION OF THE PRODUCTION OF FISSIONABLE
MATERIAL FOR WEAPONS PURPOSES

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 33/91 H of 16 December 1978,
34/87 D of 11 December !979, 35/156 H of 12 December
1980,36/97 Gof9 December 1981, 37/99 Eofl3 Decem
ber 1982, 38/188 Eof20 December 1983 and 39/151 H of
17 December 1984, in which it requested the Committee
on Disarmament, IS at an appropriate stage of the imple
mentation of the Programme ofAction set forth in section
III of the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of
the General Assembly,lO and of its work on the i~m

entitled "Nuclear weapons in 8~1 aspects", to collsjder
urgently the question of adequately verified cessation'and
prohibition of the production of fissionable material for
nuclear weapons and other nuclear explosive devices and
to keep the Assembly informed ofthe progress of that con
sideration,

52/bid., annex. The study was subsequently issued with the title The Naval
Arms RQ£e (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.86.1X.3).

53 See Official Records ofthe General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supple·
ment No. !7 (Al40127 and COlT.I), paras. 10 and 12. .

Noting that the agenda of the Conference on Disarma
ment for 1985 included the item entitled "Nuclear weap
ons in all aspects" and that the programme of work of the
Conference for both parts of its session held in 1985 con
tained the item entitled "Cessation of the nuclear-arms
race and nuclear disarmament",53

Recalling the proposals and statements made in the
Conference on Disarmament on those items,54

Considering that the cessation of production of fission
able material for weapons purposes and the progressive
conversion and transfer ofstocks to peaceful uses would be
a significant step towards halting and reversing the
nuclear-arms race,

Considering that the prohibition of the production offis
sionable material for nuclear weapons and other explosive
devices also would be an important measure in facilitating
the prevention of the proliferation ofnuclear weapons and
explosive devices,

Requests the Conference on Disarmament, at an appro
priate stage of its work on the item entitled "Nuclear
weapons in all aspects", to pursue its consideration of the
question of adequately verified cessation and prohibition
of the production of fissionable material for nuclear weap
ons and other nuclear explosive devices and to keep the
General Assembly informed ofthe progress of that consid
eration.

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

H

NUCLEAR-WEAPON FREEZE

The General Assembly,

Expressing its deep alarm over the continuation and
intensification of the nuclear-arms race, which seriously
increases the threat of nuclear war,

Taking into account the great responsibility of nuclear
weapon States for the preservation of universal peace and
the prevention of nuclear war,

Recalling its previous resolutions calling for a nuclear
weapon freeze both in quantitative and in qualitative
terms,

Recalling also that on several occasions it has expressed
the firm conviction that at present the conditions are most
propitious for such a freeze,

Convinced that a nuclear-weapon freeze would raise the
level of trust among States, ease international tension and
diminish the threat of nuclear war,

Convinced also that compliance with the obligations of
the freeze could be verified by national technical means as
well as through some additional verification measures
based on co-operation, taking into account previous
nuclear-arms limitation negotiations,

Noting the wide support for the Joint Declaration issued
on 22 May 198455 and the Delhi Declaration issued on 28
January 1985,24 by the heads of State or Government of
six States Members of the United Nations, which con
tained lin appeal to the nuclear-weapon States to halt test
ing, production and deployment of nuclear weapons and
their means of delivery,

54/bid., Supplement No. 27 (Al40/27 and Corr.l), sect. III.B.
55 Al391277-S/l6S87, annex. For the printed text, see Ojfi£ial Records oj

the Security Council. Thirty-ninth Year. Supplementjor April. May and June
/984, document S/16587, annex.
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Deeply regretting that some nuclear Powers have not
responded posib.vely to its relevant appeals or to appeals
and proposals by other States made repeatedly during the
last three years,

I. Reaffirms its appeal to all nuclear-weapon States to
freeze, from a specific date, their nuclear arsenals on a glo
bal scale and under appropriate verification as a first step
to their reduction with the view to their complete elimina
tion;

2. Urges once again the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics and the United States of America, which pos
sess the largest nuclear arsenals, to freeze, in the first place
and simultaneously, their nuclear weapons on a bilateral
basis 'Jy way of example to the other nuclear-weapon
States;

3. Strongly believes that all the other nuclear-weapon
States should subsequently and as soon as possible freeze
their nuclear weapons.

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

I

CURBING THE NAVAL ARMS RACE: LIMITATION AND
REDUCTION OF NAVAL ARMAMENTS AND EXTEN
SION OF CONFIDENCE-BUILDING MEASURES TO SEAS
AND OCEANS

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 38/188 F of 20 December 1983

and 39/151 I of 17 December 1984,
Convinced that all channels of the arms race, in particu

lar the nuclear-arms race, should be effectively covered by
the efforts to halt and reverse it,

Disturbed by the growing threat to peace, international
security and global stability posed by the continuing esca
lation of the naval arms race,

Alarmedby the even more frequent use ofnaval fleets or
other naval formations for demonstrations or use of force
and as an instrument to exert pressure against sovereign
States, especially developing countries, to interfere in their
internal affairs, to commit acts of armed aggression and
intervention and to preserve the remnants ef the colonial
system,

Aware that the growing presence of naval fleets and the
intensification ofthe naval activities ofsome States in con
flict areas or far from their own shores increase tensions in
those areas and could adversely affect the security of the
international sea lanes there, the freedom of navigation
and the exploitation of maritime resources,

Firmly convinced that the undertaking of urgent steps to
curb military confrontation at sea would be a significant
contribution to preventing war, especially nuclear war, and
to strengthening peace and international security,

Aware of the numerous initiatives and concrete propo
sals to undertake effective measures aimed at limiting
naval activities, limiting and reducing naval armaments
and extending confidence-building measures to seas and
oceans,

Convinced that such measures should be worked out and
implemented with due regard to the principle ofnot harm
ing the legitimate security interests ofany State concerned,

56 Resolution 2832 (XXVI).
57 Official Records ofthe Third United Nations Conference on the Law of

the Sea, vol. XVII (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.84.V.3), docu
ment AlCONk '.62/122.

Stressing once again the importance of relevant meas
ures ofa regional character, such as the implementation of
the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace56
and the transformation of the Mediterranean into a zone
of peace, security and co-operation,

Reaffirming once again that seas and oceans, being of
vital importance to mankind, should be used exclusively
for peaceful purposes in accordance with the regime estab
lished by the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea,57

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-GeneralS8 and
other documents,59 submitted in pursuance of resolutions
38/188 F and 39/151 I, which contain the replies ofMem
her States, including a major naval Power, on the modali
ties for negotiations, as well as various specific ideas and
new proposals for joint measures on curbing the naval
arms race and naval activities,

Noting with satisfaction that the prevailing view expres
sed in these replies strongly favours an early commence
ment of negotiations aimed at curbing the naval arms race
and naval activities, strengthening confidence and security
at sea and reducing naval armaments,

Taking note of the study on the naval arms race52 car
ried out by the Secretary-General with the assistance ofthe
Group of Governmental Experts to Carry Out a Compre
hensive Study on the Naval Arms Race, Naval Forces and
Naval Arms Systems,

Considering that the discussion on the subject that has
taken place at the 1985 substantive session of the Disarm
ament Commission constitutes a valuable initial step in
the common search for ways and means which could
ensure proper conditions for more detailed and thorough
consideration of the issue of curbinlS the naval arms race,
with a view to holding appropriate negotiations,

I. Appeals once again to all Member States, in p&rticu
lar to nuclear-weapon States and other major naval Pow
ers, to refrain from enlarging their naval presence and
activities in areas of conflict or tension, or far from their
own shores;

2. Reqffirms once again its recognition of the urgent
need to start negotiations with the participation of the
major naval Powers, in particular the nuclear-weapon
States, and other interested States on the limitation of
naval activities, the limitation and reduction of naval
armaments and the extension of confidence-building
measures to seas and oceans, especially to areas with the
busiest international sea lanes or to regions where the
probability of conflict situations is high;

3. Invites Member States, particularly the major naval
Powers, including the nuclear-weapon States, to consider
the possibility of holding direct consultations, bilateral
and/or multilateral, with a view to preparing the opening
at an early date of such negotiations;

4. Also invites Member States, especially those that
have not yet done so, to commumcate to the Secretary
General not later than April 1986 their views concerning
the modalities for holding the multilateral negotiations
referred to above, including the possibilities for holding
them at the Conference on Disarmament at Geneva;

5. Jiequests the Disarmament Commission to continue
the consideration of this question as a matter ofpriority in
an appropriate subsidiary body, taking due account of the
proposals made and the views expressed on the subject
matter contained in the replies of Member States to the
Secretary-General, in the verbatim records of the Disarm-

58 Al39/419 and Corr.1.
59 AlCN.10170 and Add. 1-5.
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ament Commission, in the working papers and the study
on the naval arms race, as well as offuture initiatives, with
a view to submitting its recommendations to the General
Assembly at its forty-first session;

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Curbing the naval
arms race: limitation and reduction of naval armaments
and extension ofconfidence-building measures to seas and
oceans".

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

J

FURTHER MEASURES IN THE FIELD OF DISARMAMENT
FOR THE PREVENTION OF AN ARMS RACE ON THE
SEA-BED, THE OCEAN FLOOR AND IN THE SUBSOIL
THEREOF

The General Assembly.

Recalling its resolution 38/188 B of 20 December 1983,
in which it reiterated its hope for the widest possible
adherence to the Treaty on the Prohibition of the
Emplacement of Nuclear Weapons and Other Weapons of
Mass Destruction on the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Hoor and
in the Subsoil Thereof,60 called again upon all States to
refrain from any action which might lead to the extension
of the aQns race to the sea-bed and ocean floor, and also
requested the Conference on Disarmament to proceed
promptly with consideration of further measures in the
field ofdisarmament for the prevention ofan arms race on
the sea-bed, the ocean floor and in the subsoil thereof,

Taking note of the part of the report of the Conference
on Disarmament on its consideration of further measures
in the field of disarmament for the prevention of an arms
race on the sea-bed, the ocean floor and in the subsoil
thereof,61

Noting that the Third United Nations Conference on the
Law ofthe Sea had concluded and that the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the SeaS7 was opened for signa
ture on to December 1982,

Emphasizing the interest of all States, including specifi
cally the interest ofdeveloping countries, in the progress of
the exploration and use of the sea-bed and the ocean floor
and its resources for peaceful purposes,

Requests the Conference on Disarmament, in consulta
tion with the States parties to the Treaty on the Prohibi
tion of the Emplacement of Nuclear Weapons and Other
Weapons of Mass Destruction on the Sea-Bed and the
Ocean Floor and in the Subsoil Thereof, taking into
account existing proposals and any r ~levant technological
developments, to continue its conSideration of furtper
measures in the field ofdisarmament for the prevention of
an arms race on the sea-bed, the ocean floor and in the
subsoil thereof.

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

K

OBJECTIVE INFORMATION ON MILITARY MATTERS

The General Assembly.
Noting that misperceptions of the military capabilities

and the intentions of potential adversaries, which could be
caused, inter alia, by a lack ofobjective information, could
induce States to undertake armaments programmes lead
ing to the accelelQti-::~ 9f the arms race, in particular the
nuclear-arms race, and to heightened international ten
sions,

Recalling paragraph 105 of the Final Document of the
Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly,IO which
encourages Member States to ensure a better flow of infor
mation with regard to the various aspects ofdisarmament
to avoid dissemination of false and tendentious informa
tion concerning armaments and to concentrate on the dan
ger ofescalation of the arms race and on the need for gen
eral and complete disarmament under effective
international control,
. Recognizing that the adoption of practical, confidence

building measures on a global, regional or subregional
level would greatly contribute to a reduction in interna
tional tension,

Aware that objective information on the military capa
bilities, in particular of nuclear-weapon States and other
militarily significant States, could contribute to the build
ing of confidence among States and to the conclusion of
concrete disarmament agreements, and thereby help to
halt and reverse the arms race,

Recalling its resolutions 37/99 G of 13 December 1982
and 38/188 C of 20 December 1983,

Aware of the existence, under the auspices of the United
Nations, of an international system for the standardized

.reporting of military expenditures, and that annwlI reports
on military expenditures are now being received from an
increasing number of States,

I. Expresses its conviction that a better flow of objec
tive information on military capabilities could help relieve
international tension and conttibute to the building ofcon
fidence among States on a global, regional or subregional
level and to the conclusion ofconcrete disarmament agree
ments;

2. Urges all States, in particular nuclear-weapon States
and other militarily significant States, to consider imple
menting additional measures based on the principles of
openness and transparency such as, for example, the inter
national system for the standardized reporting of military
expenditures, with the aim offacilitating the availability of
objective information on, as well as objective assessment
of, military capabilities;

3. Invites all Member States to communicate to the
Secretary-General before 30 April 1986 the measures they
have adopted to contribute to greater openness in military
matters in general and in particular to improve the flow of
objective information on military capabilities;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session on the implementa
tion of the provisions of the present resolution;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session an item entitled "Objective information
on military matters".

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985
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L

COMPLIANCE WITH ARMS LIMITATION AND
DISARMAMENT AGREEMENTS

The General Assembly,
Conscious of the abiding concern of all Member States

for preserving respect for rights and obligations arising
from treaties and other sources of international law,

Convinced that observance of the Charter of the United
Nations, relevant treaties and other sources of interna
tionallaw is essential for the strengthening ofintemational
security,

Mindful in particular of the fundamental importance of
full implementation and strict observance of agreements
on arms limitation and disarmament if individual nations
and the international community are to derive enhanced
security from them,

Stressing that any violation ofsuch agreements not only
adversely affects the security of States parties but can also
create security risks for other States relying on the con
straints and commitments stipulated in those agreements,

Stressing further that .any weakening of confidence in
such agreements diminishes their contribution to global or
regional stability and to further disarmament and arms
limitation efforts and undermines the credibility and effec
tiveness of the international legal system,

Believing that compliance with arms limitation and dis
armament agreements by States parties is, therefore, a
matter of interest and concern to the international com
munity, and noting the role that the United Nations could
play in that regard,

1. Urges all States parties to arms limitation and dis
armament agreements to implement and comply with the
entirety of the provisions subscribed to;

2. Calls upon all Member States to give serious consid
eration to the implications of non-compliance with those
obligations for international security and stability, as well
as for the prospects for further progress in the field of dis
armament;

3. Appeals to all Member States to support efforts
aimed at the resolution of non-compliance questions, with
a view towards encouraging strict observance of the provi
sions subscribed to and maintaining or restoring the integ
rity of arms limitation or disarmament agreements;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to provide Member
States with assistance that may be necessary in this regard.

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

M

THIRD REVIEW CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES TO THE
TREATY ON THE NON-PROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR
WEAPONS

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 38/74 of 15 December 1983, in

which, inter alia, it noted that in the Final Document of
the Second Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, heid at
Geneva from 11 August to 7 September 1980, the Con
ference had proposed to the depositary Governments that
a third conference to review the operation of the Treaty be

62 See Review Conference ofthe Panies to the Treaty on the Non-Prolifera
tion of Nudear Weapcns, Final Document. Part I (NPT/CONF.I1122/l)
(Geneva, 1980), para. 32.

convened in 198562 and that there appeared to be a con
sensus among the parties that the Third Review Con
ference should be held at Geneva in August/September of
that year,

Recalling that States parties to the Treaty met at Geneva
from 27 August to 21 September 1985 to review the opera
tion of the Treaty with a view to assuring that the purposes
of the preamble and the provisions of the Treaty were
being realized,

Notes with satisfaction that on 21 September 1985, the
Third Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons adopted by
consensus a Final Declaration.8

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

N

DISARMAMENT AND THE MAINTENANCE OF
INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY

The General Assembly,

Recognizing the occasion of the fortieth anniversary of
the founding of the United Nations,

Solemnly reaffirming the common recognition of Mem
ber States of the unique importance of the United Nations
and the Charter of the United Nations through which they
are all committed "to practice tolerance and live together
in peace" and "to unite our strength to maintain interna
tional peace and security", as well as "to ensure ... that
armed force shall not be used, save in the common inter
est",

Further determined to implement the provisions of the
Charter to ensure the maintenance of international peace
and security, in particular the common commitments of
Member States to "settle international disputes by peace
ful means" and to "refrain in their international relations
from the threat or use of force against the territorial integ
rity or political independence of any State",

Affirming the critical relationship described in the Char
ter between the maintenance of international peace and
security and the principles governing disarmament and the
regulation of armaments,

Reaffirming that the promotion of fundamental human
rights, the equal rights of nations large and small and the
promotion ofsocial progress and better standards oflife in
larger freedom remain irreducible goals of the United
Nations,

Deeply concerned that the arms race directly threatens
the right ofpeople to better standards oflife and economic
and social advancement,

Recognizing once again the validity of, and reaffirming
the commitment of Member States to, the Final Docu
ment of the Tenth Special Session of the General As~m
bly, 10

Noting that disarmament and arms limitation is neces
sarily'a matter for negotiation and carefully worked out
agreements which take account of all the concerns of all
participating Governments, '

Reaffirming the statement contained in paragraph 13 of
the Final DocumentlO that genuine and lasting peace can
be created only through the effective implementation of
the security system provided for in the Charter and the
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speedy and substantial reduction of arms and armed
forces, leading ultimately to general and complete disarm
ament under effective international control,

Taking into account the existence of negotiations in
multilateral, regional and bilateral forums,

Convinced of the need for all States to work to achieve
general and complete disarmament, including the conclu
sion of arms limitation and disarmament agreements
wherever feasible,

Further convinced that adequate verification is an essen
tial ingredient ifconfidence is to be placed in arms limita
tion or disarmament measures,

Min4fu1 of the provisions of paragraph 24 of the Final
Document,10

1. Declares the urgent need for effective measures to
ensure achievement of the principles and priorities for dis
armament as agreed upon by consensus at the tenth special
session of the General Assembly, to be supported by the
following objectives:

(a) Avoidance of war, in particular nuclear war;
(b) Cessation of existing armed conflicts and military

threats of all kinds;
(c) Cessation of the arms race in all its manifestations:

(i) In nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass
destruction, as well as conventional weapons;

(il) In qualitative as well as quantitative terms;
(ill) On the regional as well as global sca!e;
(d) Prevention of an arms race in space;
(e) Deep reductions in nuclear arsenals ultimately lead

ing to the complete elimination of nuclear weapons under
effective, legally binding and verifiable arrangements;

(I) The prevention of proliferation of nuclear weapons
or other nuclear explosive devices;

(g) Elimination of ~bemical weapons and effective,
legally binding and verifiable m~ures against the devel
opment, production, stockpiling and use of biological or
chemical weapons;

(h) Reduction in arms ofall types by all States to levels
consistent with their right of self-defence as recognized by
Article 5I of the Charter of the United Nations;

(l) The exercise of responsibility by exporters ofweap
ons and suppression of the clandestine or illegal traffic in
weapons;

(J) Application of the physical and intellectual
resources of humankind for peaceful purposes;

2. Calls upon all States to conduct their relations and
to refrain from the use or threat of force in accordance
with the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations;

3. Calls upon all States to undertake measures specifi
cally designed to build confidence in order to contribute to
the creation of favourable conditions for the adoption of
additional disarmament measures and to further relaxa
tion of international tension;

4. Calls upon all States faithfully to comply with and
implement all provisions of multilateral, regional· and
bUateral disarmament and arms limitation agreements to
which they are a party and to negotiate in good faith: for
the conclusion of additional treaties and conventions,
multilateral, regional or bilateral as appropriate, taking
into account the need for strict observance of an accept
able balance of mutual responsibilities and obligations for
nuclear and non-nuclear-weapon States;

630Ricial Records ofthe General Assembly, Fortieth Session. Supplement
No. 41'(Al40/42), para. 30. .

S. Also calls upon all States, including those with sig
nificant military arsenals as well as those which have spe
cial responsibilities as recognized by consensus in the Final
Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General
Assembly, to exercise their responsibilities regarding dis
armament and arms limitation in good faith and according
to the provisions ofthe Final Document, in order to facili
~te the achievement of meaningful disarmament and
a.~ms limitation measures.

l13th plenary meeting
12 December 1985

o

REVIEW OF THE ROLE OF THE UNITED NATIONS IN
THE FIELD OF DISARMAMENT

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 39/151 G of 17 December 1984,

Bearing in mint/that the primary purpose of the United
Nations is to maintain international peace and security,

Reaffirming its conviction that genuine and lasting ~ce
can be created only through the effective implementation
of the security system provided for in the Charter of the
United Nations and the speedy and substantial reduction
ofanns and armed forces, by international agreement and
mutual example, leading ultimately to general and com
plete disarmament under effective international control,

Req{firmingfurther that the United Nations, in accord
ance with its Charter, has a central role and primary
responsibility in the sphere of disarmament,

Regretting that, especially in recent years, no substantive
progress has been made in the field of disarmament,

Recognizing the need for the United Nations, in dis
charging its central role and primary responsibility in the
sphere of disarmament, to play a more active role in the
field of disarmament in accordance with its primary pur
pose under the Charter to maintain international peace
and security,

Taking into account the part ofthe report of the Disann
ament Commission relating to this question,63

I. Requests tbe Disarmament Commission to continue
its consideration of the role of the United Nations in the
field ofdisarmament as a matter ofpriority at its next sub
stantive session, in 1986, with a view to the elaboration of
concrete recommendations and proposals, as appropriate,
taking into account, inter alia, the views and suggestions of
Member States as well as the aforementioned documents
on the subject;

2. Requests further the Disannament Commission to
submit its report on the subject, including findings, recom
mendations and proposals, as appropriate, to the General
Assembly at its forty-first session;

3. Decides to include in the provisional ag~nda of its
forty-first session the item entitleti "Review of the role of
the United Nations in the field ofdisarmament: report of
the Disarmament C..ommission".

113th plenary meeting
12 December 1985
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40/150. Economic and social consequences of the
armaments race and its extremely harmful
effects on' world peace and security

The General Assembly,
Having considered the item entitled "Economic and

social consequences of the armanlents race and its
extremely harmful effects on world peace and securitY",

Recalling its resolutions 2667 (XXV) of 7 December
1970, 2831 (XXVI) of 16 December 1971, 3075 (XXVIII)
of6 December 1973, 32/75 of 12 December 1977,35/141
of 12 December 1980 and 37/70 of9 December 1982,

Deeply concerned that the arms race, particularly in
nuclear armaments and military expenditures, has con
tinued to increase at an alarming speed, absorbing enor
mous material and human resources, which represents a
heavy burden for the peoples of all countries and consti
tutes a gmve danger for world peace and security,

Convinced that, as disarmament is a matter of universal
concern, there is a pressing need for all Governments and
peoples to be informed about and be aware of the prob
lems created by the armaments race and of the need for
disarmament, and that the United Nations has a central
role in this connection,

Recalling also paragmph 93 (c) ofthe Final Document of
the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly,lO in
which it is provided that the Secretary-General shall
periodically submit reports to the Assembly on the econo
mic and social consequences of the armament race and its
extremely harmful effects on world peace and security,

Noting that, since the preparation of the updated report
of the Secretary-General entitled Economic and Social
Consequences ofthe Arms Race and ofMilitary Expendi
tures,64 new developments have taken place in the fields
covered by the report that are ofparticular relevance in the
present economic and political conditions of the world,

Considering that the elaboration of such reports should
be viewed as a measure aimed at building confidence
among States,

Recalling further its resolution 39/160 of 17 December
1984, in which it decided to convene an International
Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament
and Development, at which inevitably the issue ofthe eco
nomic and social consequences of the arms race and of
military expenditures would be discussed,

I. Requests the Secretary-General to bring up to date,
with the assistance of a group of qualified consultant
experts6S appointed by him and making appropriate use of
the capabilities of the United Nations Institute for Dis
armament Research in a consultant capacity, the report
entitled Economic and Social Consequences of the Arms
Race and Military Expenditures, taking into account the
significant developments that have taken place since the
preparation of that report;

2. Invites all Governments to extend to the Secretary
General their support and full co-operation so as to ensure
that the study will be carried out in the most effective way;

3. Calls upon the specialized agencies, other interna
tional organizations and institutions as well as non-gov
ernmental organizations to co-operate with the Secretary
General, upon his request, in the preparation of the report;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to submit the report
to the General Assembly at its forty-second session;

64 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.83.1X.2.
6S Subsequently referred to as the Group ofConsultant Experts on the Eco·

nomic and Social Consequences of the Arms Race and of Military Expendi
tures.

66 A/36/458.

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-second session the item entitled "Economic and
social consequences of the armaments race and its
extremely harmful effects on world peace and security".

l17th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

4O/!51. Review and implementadon of the Con
cluding Document of the Twelfth Special
Session of the General Assembly

A

DISARMAMENT AND INTERNATIONAL SECURITY

The General Assembly,
Deeply concerned over the continuing escalation of the

arms race, particularly in nuclear weapons,
Considering that resolution 39/63 K of 12 December

1984 calls upon the Security Council to give consideration
to the escalating arms race - particularly the nuclear-arms
race - with a view to initiating due procedures, in accord
ance with Article 26 ofthe Charter of the United Nations,
for bringing it to a halt,

Having regard to the existing reality that the Security
Council has not yet given any consideration to the ques
tion of the escalating arms race, as provided for in the
aforesaid resolution,

I. Calls upon the Security Council, and particularly its
permanent members, to initiate due procedures in con
formity with the provisions of the aforesaid resolution;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to report thereon to
the General Assembly at its forty-first session.

117th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

B

WORLD DISARMAMENT CAMPAIGN

The General Assembly,
Recalling that in paragmpb 15 of the Final Document of

the Tenth Special Session of the General AssemblY,lo the
first special session devoted to disarmament, it declared
that it was essential that not only Governments but also
the peoples of the world recognize and understand the
dangers in the present situation and stressed the impor
tance of mobilizing world public opinion on behalfofdis
armament,

Recalling also its resolutions 35/152 I of 12 December
1980, 36/92 C of 9 December 1981, 37/100 I of 13
December 1-982, 38113 D of I5 December 1983 and 39/63
D of 12 December 1984, as well as the reports of theSec
retary-General of 17 September 1981,66 11 June 1982,67 3
November 1982,68 30 August 198369 and 4 October
I985,7P

Having examined the report of the Secretary-General of
4 October 1985 on the implementation of the programme
of activities of the World Disarmament Campaign by the
United Nations system during 1985 and the activities con
templated for 1986, as well as its main financial aspects,

67 AlS-12l27.
68 Al37/548.
69 Al38/349.
70 Al40/443.
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Having also examined the part ofthe report ofthe Secre
tary-General of 15 October 1985 dealing with the activ
ities 'lf the Advisory Board on Disarmament Studies
relating to the implementation of the World Disarmament
Campaign,71 as weD as the Final Act of the 1985 United
Nations Pledging Conference for the Campaign,72 held on
31 October 1985,

1. Commends the manner in which, as described in the
above-mentioned reports, the World Disarmament Cam
paign has been geared by the Secretary-General in order to
guarantee ..the widest possible dissemination of informa
tion and unimpeded access for all sectors of the public to a
broad rapge of information and opinions on questions of
arms limitation 'and disarmament and the dangers relating
to all aspects of the arms race' and war, in particular
nuclear war";73

2. Recalls that, as was also agreed by consensus in the
Concluding Document of the Twelfth Special Session of
the General Assembly, the second special session devoted
to disarmament, it is likewise an essential requisite for the
universality of the World Disarmament Campaign that it
receive ..the co-operation and participation ofall States";73

3. Endorses once more the statement made by the Sec
retary-General on the occasion of the 1984 United
Nations Pledging Conference for the World Disarmament
Campaign7. to the effect that such co-operation implies
that adequate funds be made available .and that conse
quently the criterion ofuniversality also applies to pledges,
since a campaign without world-wide participation and
funding will have difficulty in reflecting this principle in its
implementation;

4. Reiterates its regret that most of the States that have
the largest military expenditures have not so far made any
financial contribution to the World Disarmament Cam
paign;

5. Decides that at its forty-first session there should be
a fourth United Nations Pledging Conference for the
World Disarmament Campaign, and expresses the hope
that on that occasion all those Member States that have
not yet announced any voluntary contribution will do so;

6. Reiterates its recommendation that the voluntary
contributions made by Member States to the World Dis
armament Campaign Voluntary Trust Fund should not be
earmarked for specific activities inasmuch as it is most
desirable that the Secretary-General enjoy full freedom to
take the decisions he deems fit within the framework ofthe
Campaign previously approved by the General Assembly
and in exercise of the powers vested in him in connection
with the Campaign;

7. Notes with appreciation that the Secretary-General
has given permanent character to his instructions to the
United Nations information centres and regional commis
sions to give wide publicity to the World Disarmament
Campaign and, whenever n~ssary, to adapt, as far as
possible, United Nations information materials to local
languages;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session a report !COver
ing both the implementation of the programme of activ
ities of the World Disarmament Campaign by the United
Nations system during 1986 and the programme of activ
ities contemplated by the system for 1987;

71 Al401744, sect. II.B.
72A1CONF.131/1.
73 See OjJU:ial Records of the General Assembly, Twelfth Special Session,

Annexes, agenda items 9 to 13, document AlS-12/32, annex V, para. 4.
74 See AlCONF.127/SR.I. .

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda ofjts
forty-first session the item entitled "World Disarmament
Campaign". ,.

l17th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

c

NUCLEAR·ARMS FREEZE

The General Assembly,
Recalling that in the Final Document of the Tenth Spe

cial Session ofthe General AssemblY,lo the first special ses
sion devoted to disarmament, adopted in 1978 and unani
mously and categorically~edin 1932 during the
twelfth special session of the General Assembly,'S the
second special session devoted to disarmament, the
Assembly expressed deep concern over the threat to the
very survival ofmankind posed by the existence ofnuclear
~eapons and the continuing arms race,

Recalling also that, on those occasions, it pointed out
that existing arsenals of nuclear weapons are more than
sufficient to destroy l\U life on Earth and stressed that man
kind is therefore confronted with a choice: halt the arms
race and proceed to disarmament, or face annihilation,

Noting that in the Political Declarations adopted by the
Seventh Conference of Heads of State or Government of
Non-Aligned Countries, held at New Delhi from 7 to 12
March 198376 and the Conference of Foreign Ministers of
Non-Aligned Countries held at Luanda from 4 to 7 Sep
tember 1985," it was stated that the renewed escalation in
the nuclearaarms race, both in its quantitative and qualita
tive dimensions, as weD as reliance on doctrines of nuclear
deterrence, had heightened the risk of the outbreak of

.nuclear war and led to greater insecurity and instability in
international relations,

Bearing in mind that in their Joint Declaration, issued
on 22 May 1984,ss the heads of State or Government of
six States Members of the United Nations, coming from
five different con~nts, urged the nuclear-weapon States
as a necessary first step to halt all testing, production and
deployment of nuclear weapons and their delivery sys
tems, and that in the Delhi Declaration issued on 28 Janu
ary 198524 they reiterated: "A halt to the nuclear arms
race is at the present moment imperative. Only thus can it
be ensured that nuclear arsenals do not grow while negoti
ations proceed.",

Believing that it is a matter ofthe utmost urgency to stop
any further increase in the awesome arsenals of the two
major nuclear-weapon States, which already have ample
retaliatory power and a frightening overkill capacity,

Welcoming the start of negotiations between the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of
America on a complex of questions concerning space and
nuclear arms - both strategic and intermediate-range 
with all these questions considered and resolved in their
interrelationship,2

Considering that a nuclear-arms freeze, while not an end
in itself, would constitute the most effective first step to
prevent the continued increase and qualitative improve
ment ofexisting nuclear weaponry during the period when
the negotiations take place,

7S OjJU:ial Records of the General Assembly, Twelfth Special Session,
Annexes, agenda items 9 to 13, document AlS-12I32.

76 See Al38/132-SlIS67S and Corr.1 and 2, annex, sect. I, para. 2g.
"See Al40/gS4-SlI76 10 and Carr.I, annex I, para. 33.
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Firmly convinced that at present the conditions are most
propitious for such a freeze, since the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics and the United States of America are
now equivalent in nuclear military power and it seems evi
dent that there exists between them an overall rough llSl"-
ity ,

C.onscious that the application of the systems ofsurveil
lance, verification and control already agreed upon in
some previous cases would be sufficient to provide a rea
sonable guarantee of faithful compliance with the under
takings derived from tJle freeze,

Convinced that it would be to the benefit of all other
States possessing nuclear weapons to follow the example of
the two major nuclear-weapon States,

1. Urges once more the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics and the United Sta\ ~s of America, as the two
mlijor nuclear-weapon States, I'J proclaim, either through
simultaneous unilateral declarations or through a joint
declaration, an immediate nuclear-arms freeze, which
would be a first step towards the comprehensive pro
gramme of disarmament and whose structure and scope
would be the following:

(a) It would embrace:
(i) A comprehensive test ban of nuclear weapons and

of their delivery vehicles;
(H) The complete cessation of the manufacture of

nuclear weapons and of their delivery vehicles;
(m) A ban on all further deployment of nuclear weap

ons and of their delivery vehicles;
(iv) The complete cessation of the production of fis

sionable material for weapons purposes;
(b) It would be subject to appropriate measures and

procedures of verification, such as those that have already
been agreed by the parties in the case of the SALT F8 and
SALT 1179 treaties, and those agreed upon in principle by
them during the preparatory trilateral negotiations on the
comprehensive test ban held at Geneva;

(c) It would be of an initial five-year duration, subject
to prolongation when other nuclear-weapon States join in
such a freeze, as the General Assembly urges them to do;

2. Requests the above-mentioned two major nuclear
weapon States to submit a joint report or two separate
reports to the General Assembly, prior to the opening of
its forty-first session, on the implementation of the present
resolution;

3. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session an item entitled "Implementation of
General Assembly resolution 40/151 C on a nuclear-arms
freete".

117th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

D

WORLD DISARMAMENT CAMPAIGN: ACTIONS AND
ACTIVITIES

The General Assembly,
Aware of the growing public concern at the dangers of

the arms race, particularly the nuclear-arms race, and its
negative social and economic consequences,

78 "Interim Agreement between the United States of America and the
Union of Soviet Socialist RepUblics on certain measures with respect to the
limitation of strategic offenSIve anns" (United Nations. Treaty Series. vol.
944. No. 13445. p. 3).

Noting with satisfaction the successful implementation
of the World Disarmament Campaign and its positive
impact on the mobilization on a large scale ofworld public
opinion on behalf of peace and disarmament,

Recalling its resolutions 36192 J of 9 December 1981,
37/100 H of 13 December 1982, 38113 F of 15 December
1983 and 39/63 A of 12 December 1984,

Welcoming the voluntary contributions made to the
World Disarmament Campaign Voluntary Trust Fund to
carry out the objectives of the Campaign,

Taking into account the report of the Secretary-General
on the progress and implementation of the programme of
activities of the World Disarmament Campaign,70

Convinced that. th~ United Nations system, Member
States, with respect for their sovereign rights, and other
bodies, in particular non-governmental organizations, all
have their role to play in achieving the objectives of the
Cam . 80palgD,

Taking into account the great number of various activ
ities carried out within the framework of the Campaign,
including actions for collecting signatures in support of
measures to prevent nuclear war, to curb the arms race and
for disarmament,

I. Reqlfirms the usefulness of further carrying out
actions and activities that are an important manifestation
of the will of world public opinion and contribute effec
tively to the achievement of the objectives of the World
Disarmament Campaign and thus to the creation of a
favourable climate for making progress in the field of dis
armament with a view to achieving the goal ofgeneral and
complete disarmament under effective international con
trol;

2. Urges the Governments of all States, especially the
nuclear-weapon States and other militarily significant
States, in formulating their policies in the field ofdisarma
ment, to take into account the main demands of the mass
peace and disarmament movements, in particular, with
regard to the prevention of nuclear war and curbing the
nuclear-arms race;

3. Reaffirms the importance of carrying out the Cam
paign in accordance with the priorities in the field of dis
armament established in the Final Document of the Tenth
Special Session of the General Assembly,1O taking into
account that the adoption ofeffective measures for nuclear
disarmament and the prevention of nuclear war has the
higI,test priority;

4. Recommends that, in carrying out the Campaign,
due regard should be given to the proclamation by the
General Assembly of 1986 as the International Year of
Peace, as well as to other important dates and anniversa
ries related to international peace and security, with a view
to intensifying the actions and activities in support of
effective measures to prevent nuclear war, to curb the arms
race and for disarmament;

5. Invites once again Member States to co-operate with
the United Nations to ensure a better flow of accurate
information with regard to the various aspects ofdisarma
ment{_as well as actions and activities of the world public
in support of peace and disannament, and to avoid dis
semination of false and tendentious information;

6. Requests the Secretary-General, in implementing
the programme ofactivities ofthe Campaign, to give wider
publicity to the work of the General Assembly in the field

79 "Treaty between the United States of America and the Union ofSoviet
Socialist Republics on the Limitation ofStrategic Offensive Anns" (see CDI
53/Appendix 1II1V01. I, document CDI28).

800jJil:ial Records of the G.neral Assembly, Twelfth Special Session.
Annexes, agenda items 9 to 13, document Al8-I2I32, annex V.



ofdisarmament, paying due attention, in particular, to the
proposals of Member States and the action taken thereon;

7. Also requests the Secretary-General to report annu
ally to the General Assembly on the implementation of the
provisions of the present resolution.

117th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

E

FREEZE ON NUCLEAR WEAPONS

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 37/100 A of 13 December
1982,38/73 B of 15 December 1983 and 39/63 G of 12
December 1984 concerning a freeze o~ nuclear weapons,

Convinced that in this nuclear age lasting world peace
can be based only on the attainment of the goal ofgeneral
and complete disarmament under effective international
control,

Further convinced that the highest priority objectives in
the field ofdisarmament have to be nuclear disarmament
and the elimination of all weapons of mass destruction,

Recognizing the urgent need to halt the arms race, par
ticularly in nuclear weapons,

Recognizing further the urgent need for a negotiated
reduction of nuciear-weapon stockpiles leading to their
complete elimination, -

Noting with deep concern that nuclear-weapon States
have not so far taken any action in response to the call
made in resolutions 37/100 A, 38/73 Band 39/63 G,

I. Once again calls upon all nuclear-weapon States to
agree to a freeze on nuclear weapons, which would, inter
alia, provide for a simultaneous total stoppage of any fur
ther production ofnuclear weapons and a complete cut-off
in the production of fissionable material for weapons pur
poses;

2. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Freeze on nuclear
weapons".

117th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

F

CONVENTION ON THE PROHIBITION OF THE USE OF
NUCLEAR WEAPONS

The General Assembly,

Alarmed by the threat to the survival of mankind ~d to
the life-sustaining system posed by nuclear weapons ·and
by their use, inherent in concepts of deterrence,

Conscious of an increased danger of nuclear war as a
result of the intensification of the nuclear-arms race and
the serious deterioration of the international situation,

Convinced that nuclear disarmament is essential for the
prevention of nuclear war and for the strengthening of
international peace and security,

Further convinced that a prohibition of the use or threat
of use of nuclear weapons would be a step towards the
complete elimination of nuclear weapons leading to gen
eral and complete disarmament under strict and effective
international control,

Recalling that, in paragraph 58 of the Final Document
of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly,'O it
is stated that all States should actively participate in efforts
to bring about conditions in international relations among
States in which a code of peaceful conduct of nations in
international affairs could be agreed l.1lX>n and that would
preclude the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons,

Reaffirming that the use of nuclear weapons would be a
violation ofthe Charter ofthe United Nations and a crime
against humanity, as declared in its resolutions 1653 (XVI)
of 24 November 1961,33/71 B of 14 December 1978, 34/
83 G of 11 December 1979, 35/152 D of 12 December
1980 and 36/92 I of9 December 1981,

Noting with regret that the Conference on Disarmament,
during its session in 1985, was not able to undertake nego
tiations with a view to achieving agreement on an interna
tional convention prohibiting the use or threat of use of
nuclear weapons under any circumstances, taking as a
basis the text annexed to General Assembly resolution 39/
63 H of 12 December 1984,

I. Reiterates its request to the Conference on Disarma
ment to commence negotiations, as a matter ofpriority, in
order to achieve agreement on an international convention
prohibiting the use or threat of use of nuclear. weapons

. under any circumstances, taking as a basis the text of the
draft Convention on the Prohibition of the Use ofNuclear
Weapons annexed to the present resolution;

2. Further requests the Conference on Disarmament to
report to the General Assembly at its forty-first s£,": ~Jl1 on
the results of those negotiations.

l17th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

ANNEX

Draft Couvention on the Probijitioll of
the Use of Nuclear WeaaJOll5

The States Parties to this Convention,

A/armed by the threat to the very SUl"v:val of mankind posed by the
existence of nuclear weapons, . .

.. "

Convinced that any use of nuclear weapons constitutes a violation of the
Charter of the United Nations and a crime against humanity,

Convinced that this Convention would be a step towards the comp:"ie
elimination of nuclear weapons leading to general and complete disanna·
ment under strict and effective international control,

Determined to continue negotiations for the achievement of this goal,

Have agreed as follows:
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Article 1

The States Parties to this Convention solemnly undertake not to use or
threaten to use nllClear weapons under any circumstances.

Article 2

This Convention shall be of unlimited duration.

Article 3

I. This Convention shall be open to all States for sipatme. Any State
that does not sian t1ie Convention before its entry into force in accordance
with puqraph 3 of this snicle may accede to it at any time.

2. This Convention lIl!aIl be subject to ratification by sipatory States.
Instruments of ratification or accession shall be deposited with the Secre
tary-General of the United Nations.

3. This Convention shall enter into force on the deposit ofinstruments
of ratification by twenty-five Governments, incIudina the Governments of
the five nllClea.-~tiOns States, in accordance with parqraph 2 of this
article.

4. For States whose instruments ofratification or accession are deposi
ted after the entry into force ofthis Convention, it shall enter into force on
the date of the deposit of then: instruments of ratification or accession.

S. The depositary shall promptly inform all signatory and acceding
States of the date ofeach signature. the date ofdeposit ofeach instrument
ofI'lItification or accession and the date orthe entry into force ofthis Con
vention. as well as of the receipt ofother notices.

6. This Convention shall be rqistered by the depositary in accordance
with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations.

Article 4

This Convention. of which the Arabic. Chinese, English. French,
Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic. shall be deposited with
the Secretary-General of the United Nations, who shall send duly certified
copies thereof to the Governments of the signatory and acceding States.

In witness whereof the undersigned, being duly authorized thereto by
their respective Governments. have signed this Convention. opened for
signatme at on the day of one thousand nine
hundredanr- . ---

G

UNITED NATIONS REGIONAL CENTRE FOR PEACE AND
DISARMAMENT IN AFRICA

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 39/63 J of 12 December 1984 in
which it requested the Secretary-General to provide assist
ance to such Member States in the regions concerned as
may request it with a view to establishing regional and
institutional arrangements for the implementation of the
World Disarmament Campaign, on the basis of existing
resources and of voluntary contributions that Member
States may make to that end,

Bearing in mind resolution AHGlRes.138 (XXI)
adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Govern
ment of the Organization .of African Unity at its twenty
first ordinary session, held at Addis Ababa from 18 to 20
July 1985,81 in which the Atiican leaders requested the
Secretary-General ofthe United Nations to take the neces
sary measures to establish a regional office in Africa to
promote the objectives of peace, disarmament and devel
opment in the region,

81 See A/40/666. annex I.
82A/401761-8117S73, annex.

Reaffirming its resolutions 37/100 F of 13 December
1982, 38113 J of 15 December 1983 and 39/63 F of 12
December 1984 on regional disarmament,

Taking into account the Lome Declaration and Pro
gramme of Action adopted at the Ministerial Regional
Conference on Security, Disarmament and Development
in Africa, held at Lome from 13 to 16 August 1985 under
the auspices of the Organization ofAfrican Unity,82

Taking into account the ~port of the Secretary-General
entitled "United Nations regional centre for peace and dis
armament in Africa",83

I. Decides to establish as at I January 1986, within the
framework of the Secretariat, the United Nations Regional
Centre for Peace and Disarmament in Africa on the basis
of existing resources and of voluntary contributi9ns that
Member States may make to that end;

2. Decides further that the Centre shall provide, upon
request, substantive support for initiatives and other
efforts of Member States of the Atiican region towards the
realization of measures of peace, arms limitation and dis
armament in the region, in co-operation with the Organi
zation of African Unity, as well as co-ordinate the imple
mentation of regional activities in Africa under !hP.; Wuild
Disarmament Campaign;

3. Requests the Secretary-c..;eneral to take the necessary
administrative measures to ensure the establishment and
functioning of the Centre;

4. Invites Member States to make voluntary contribu
tions to the Centre;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to report to tbe Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session on the implementa
tion of the present resolution.

l17th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

H

UNITED NATIONS PROGRAMME OF FELLOWSHIPS ON
. DISARMAMENT

'Fhe General Assembly,

Recalling its decision, contained in paragraph 108 ofthe
Final Document of the Ten.th Special Session of the Gen
eral Assembly,IO the first, special session devoted to dis
armament, to establish a programme offellowships on dis
armament, as well as its decisions contained in annex IV
to the Concluding Document -of the Twelfth Special Ses
sion of the General Assembly,7s the second special session
devoted to disarmament, in which it decided, inter ali4, to
continue the programme and to increase the number offel
lowships from twenty to twenty-five as from 1983,

Recalling also its resolution 39/63 B of 12 December
1984/'"

Noting with satisfaction that the programme has already
trained one hundred and fifty-five public officials from
eighty-eight countries, most ofwhom are now in positions
of responsibility in the field ofdi~amentwithin their
Governments or permanent misSions to the United

83 A/40/443/Add.1 and Corr.1.
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Nations, or representing their Governments at interna
tional disarmament meetings,

Recognizing that the programme of studies and activ
ities as outlined in the report of the Secretary-General on
the United Nations programme offellowships on disarma
ment84 has continued to expand and intensify,

Taking account of the fact that in recent years develop
ing countries have shown increased interest in disarma
ment items, which has been reflected in the initiatives
taken by them,

Considering that the forms of assistance available to
Member States, particularly developing countries, under
the United Nations programme offellowships on disarma
ment can be further expanded by way ofadvisory services
and training programmes arranged for participants in vari
ous countries on request, in view ofthe increasing and spe
cific needs of Member States,

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the Sec
retary-General and the view that the expansion of the pro
gramme offellowships "'as brought with it higher responsi·
bilities, including planning, implementation, co
ordination, servicing, follow-up work and supervision of
all activities relating to the programme;

2. Further takes note of the view of the Secretary-Gen
eral on the possibilities for additional services;8s

3. Decides to expand the forms of assistance available
to Member States under the United Nations programme of
fellowships on disarmament to include training pro
grammes and advisory services in the field ofdisarmament
and security, all the programmes to be consolidated under
the Department for Disarmament Affairs of the Secreta
riat, at the appropriate level, bearing in mind the ::ll.Vings
iliat can be made within the existing overall budge13ry
appropriations for the programme of fellowships; such
advisory services should include the organization of train
ing courses at the regional or subregionallevel, in co-oper
ation with the Governments and/or intergovernmental
organizations concerned for the benefit ofgovernment offi
cials whose duties involve the"implementation of arms
limitation and disarmament measures, as well as the pro
motion of disarmament efforts;

4. Further decides that the Secretary-General should
, make provision for advisory services in the field of dis
armament on the basis of requests received from Govern
ments and/or governmental organizations in accordance
with the following policies:

(a) The kind ofservice to be rendered to Governments
and/or governmental organizations shall be determined by
L'te Governments and/or organizations concerned in con
sultation with the Secretary-General;

(b) The amount of service and the conditions under
which it is to be rendered shall be decided by the Secre
tary-General, with due regard to the needs of States, in
particular the developing countries, and in conformity
with the principle that the requesting Governments and/or
governmental organizations shall be expected to assume
responsibility for a considerable part of the expenses con
nected with the services rendered, either by making a con
tribution in cash, or by providing supporting staff services
:c:n~:~ying the local costs of carrying out the I pro-

(c) The service shall be applicable to any subject in the
field of disarmament;

5. Expresses its appreciation to the Governments of
Bulgaria, the Federal Republic of Germany, Japan,
Sweden and the United States of America for inviting fel-

84 A/40/816.
8S Ibid., para. 31.

lows to their countries in 1985 to study selected activities
in the field of disarmament, thereby contributing to the
fulfilment of the overall objectives of1he programme;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session <:>n the operations of
the programme of fellowships and on the implementation
of the provisions of the present resolution and to develop
modalities for implementation ofthe training programmes
and advisory services.

117th plenary meeting
1~ December 1985

I

CONVENING OF THE THIRD SPECIAL SESSION OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY DEVOTED TO DISARMAMENT

The General Assembly,
Bearing in mind the decision adopted at its twelfth spe

cial session, the second special session devoted to disarma
. ment, concerning the convening of the third special session

devoted to disarmament,86
Recalling its resolution 38/73 I of 15 December 1983, in

which it uc.;ided that the third special session devoted to
disarmament should be held not later than 1988,

Recalling also its resolution 39/63 I of 12 December
1984,

Desiring to contribute to the furthering and broadening
of positive processes initiated through the laying down of
the foundations of an international disarmament strategy
at its tenth special session, the first special session devoted
to disarmament,

DeCides to set, at its forty-first session, the date of the
third special session of the General Assembly devoted to
disarmament and to establish the Preparatory Committee
for the third special session.

117th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

40/152. Review of the implementation of the recom
mendations and decisions adopted by the
General Assembly at its tenth special ses
sion

A

NON-USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS AND PREVENTION
OF NUCLEAR WAR

The General Assembly,
Alarmed by the threat to the survival of mankind posed

by the existence of nuclear weapons alId the continuing
arms race, in particular in the nuclear field,

Recalling that, in acc0rdance with paragraph 20 of the
Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the Gen
eral AssemblY,lo the first special session devoted to dis
armament, effective measures of nuclear disarmament and
the prevention of nuclear war have the highest priority,

Recalling also that this commitment wa' reaffirmed by
the General Assembly at its twelfth special session, the
second special session devoted to disarmament,

Bearing in mind its relevant resolutions on this subject,

86 Official Records of the General Assembly. Twelfth SpeC-ill Sossion.
Annexes, agenda items 9 to 13, document AlS·12/32, para. 6f>.
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Reaffirming that the most effective guarantee against the
danger of nuclear war and the use of nuclear weapons is
nuclear disarmament and the complete elimination of
nuclear weapons,

Recalling that, in paragraph 58 of the Final Document
of the Tenth Special Session, it is stated that all States
should actively participate in efforts to bring about condi
tions in international relations among States in which a
code of peaceful conduct of nations in international affairs
could be agreed upon and which would preclude the use or
threat of use of nuclear weapons,

Reaffirming also that the nuclear-weapon States have
the primary responsibility for nuclear disarmament and
for undertaking measures aimed at preventing the out
break of nuclear war, inter alia, by establishing correspon
ding norms regulating relations between them,

Commemorating the fortieth anniversary of the end of
the Second World War, the most destructive and bloody
war in the history of mankind, and also commemorating
the fortieth anniversary of the founding of the United
Natiou,

Reaffirming its conviction that removing the threat of a
world war - a nuclear war - is the most acute and urgent
ta'lk of the present time,

Convinced that the renunciation of the first use of
nuclear weapons is a most important and urgent measure
for the prevention of nuclear war, and taking note of the
broad, positive international reaction to the concept of
non-first use of nuclear weapons,

I. Considers that the solemn declarations by two
nuclear-weapon States made or reiterated at the twelfth
special session of the General Assembly, concerning their
respective obligations not to be the first to use nuclear
weapons, offer an important avenue to decrease the danger
of nuclear war;

2. Expresses the hope that those nuclear-weapon States
that have not yet done so would consider making similar
declarations with respect to not being the first to use
nuclear weapons;

3. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to con
sider under its relevant agenda item, inter alia, the elabo
ration of an international instrument of a legally binding
character laying down the obligation not to be the first to
use nuclear weapons;

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Non-use of nuclear
weapons and prevention of nuclear war".

117th plenary meeting
i6 December 1985

B

BILATERAL NUCLEAR-ARMS AND SPACE-ARMS
NEGOTIATIONS

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 38/183 P of 20 December 1983

and 39/148 B of 17 December 1984,
Welcoming warmly the resumption on 12 March 1985

of the bilateral negotiations at Geneva between the Union
of Soviet Social/,st Republics and the United States of
America,

Noting that lin their joint statement of 8 January 1985
the two Govemments agreed that the sv.bject of these
negotiations is a complex of questions concerning space
and nuclear amlS - both strategic and intermediate-

range - with all these questions considered and resolved
in their interrelationship,2

Noting that the agreed objective of these negotiations is
to work out effective agreements aimed at preventing an
arms race in space and terminating it on Earth, at limiting
and reducing nuclear arms and at strengthening strategic
stability,2

Noting also that the two sides believe that ultimately
these negotiations, just as efforts in general to limit and
reduce arms, should lead to the complete eiiminatien of
nuclear weapons everywhere,2 ...

Noting further that both the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics and the United States of America have expres
sed their readiness to keep the other States Members of the
United Nations duly informed ofprogress in their bilateral
negotiations, in accordance with paragraph 114 of the
Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the Gen
eral Assembly, IQ

Convinced that, through negotiations pursued in a spirit
of flexibility and with 1hll account taken of the security
interests of all States, it is possible to reach agreement,

Firmly convinced that an early agreement in these nego
tiations, in accordance with the principle of undiminished
security at the lowest possible level of armaments, would
be of crucial importance for the strengthening of interna
tional peace and security,

l. Calls upon the Government of the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics and the Government of the United
States of America to spare no effort in seeking the attain
ment of their agreed objective in the negotiations, in
accordance with the security interests of all States and the
universal desire for progress towards disarmament;

2. Urges the Governments of the two States concerned
to work actively towards the achievement of that objective
in order to enable the negotiations to make substantial
progress;

3. Expresses its firmest possible encouragement and
support for these negotiations and their successful conclu
sion.

117th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

c

NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN ALL ASPECfS

The General Assembly,
Recalling that at its twelfth special session, the second

special session devoted to disarmament, it expressed its
profound preoccupation over the danger of war, in particu
lar nuclear war, the prevention of which remains the most
acute and urgent task of the present day,32

Reaffirming that nuclear weapons pose the most serious
threat to mankind and its survival and that it is therefore
essential to proceed with nuclear disarmament and the
complete elimination of nuclear weapons,.

Reaffirming also that all nuclear-weapon States, in par
ticular those which possess the most important nuclear
arsenals, bear a special responsibility for the fulfilment of
the task of achieving the goals 0; nuclear disarmament,

Stressing again that existing arsenals of nuclear weapons
alone are more than sufficient to destroy all life on Earth,
and bearing in mind the devastating results which nuclear
war would have on belligerents and non-belligerents alike,

Rt:calling that at its tellth special session, the first special
session devoted to disarmament, it decided that effective

I
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measures of nuclear disarmament and the prevention of
nuclear war had the highest priority and that it was essen
tial to halt and reverse the nuclear-arms race in all its
aspects ip order to avert the danger of war involving
nuclear weapons,87

Stressing that any expectation of winning a n'~~lear war
is senseless and that such a war would inevitably lead to
the destruction ofnations, to enormous devastation and to
catastrophic consequences for civilization and life itselfon
Earth,

Convinced of the necessity of rejecting any military doc
trine and concept that might lead to the unleashing of a
nuclear war and might impede measures to halt the
nuclear-arms race,

Stressing the urgent need for a halt to the nuclear-arms
race as a step on the road to nuclear disarmament,

Stressing again that priority in disarmament negotia
tions should be given to nuclear weapons, and referring to
paragraphs 49 and 54 ofthe Final Document of the Tenth
Special Session of the General Assembly,IO

Recalling its relevant resolutions on this subject,
Welcoming the negotiations between the Union of

Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of
America on a complex of questions concerning space and
nuclear arms - both strategic and intermediate-range 
aimed at preventing an arms race in space and terminating
it on Earth,2

Noting the belief expressed by the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics and the United States of America that
ultimately their negotiations, just as efforts in general to
limit and reduce arms, should lead to the complete elimi
nation of nuclear arms everywhere,2

Welcoming the Dei>.rl Declaration issued on 28 January
1985 by the heads of State or Government of six States
Members of the United Nations,24 as well as the positive
response this Declaration has met with in many States,

Taking note of the Final Political Declaration adopted
by the Conference of Foreign 'Ministers of Non-Aligned

. Countries, held at Luanda from 4 to 7 September 1985, in
which is stressed, inter alia, the urgent need to initiate
multilateral negotiations in the Conference on Disarma
ment on the cessation ofthe nuclear-arms race and nuclear
disarmament,88

Taking note also ofthe relevant deliberations of the Dis
armament Commission in 1985 with regard to item 4 of
its agenda, as contained in its report,89

Noting that the Conference on Disarmament, at its 1985
session, discussed the question of the cessation of. the
nuclear-arms race and nuclear disarmament,S4 including
the establishment ofan ad hoc committee for negotiations
on that question,

Regretting, however, that the Conference on Disarma
ment was unable to reach agreement on the establishment
of an ad hoc committee for the purpose of undertaking
multilateral negotiations on the question of the cessation
of the nuclear-arms race and nuclear disarmament,

Considering that efforts will continue to be made in
order to enable the Conference on Disarmament to fulfil
its negotiating role with regard to the cessation filf the
nuclear-arms race and nuclear disarmament, and that for
this purpose all members of the Conference should display
a constructive approach to such negotiations, bearing in
mind the high priority they have accorded to this question
in the Final Document ef the Tenth Special Session,

87 Resolution 8-1012, paras. 20 and 47.
88 A/40/8S4-S/1761O and Corr.l, annex I, para. 38.
89 See OfftciaJ Records ofthe General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supple-

ment No. 42 (A/40/42), para. 27. .

Convinced that the Conference on Disarmament is the
most suitable forum for the preparation and conduct of
multilateral negotiations on nuclear disarmament,

1. Calls upon the Conference on Disarmament to pro
ceed without delay to negotiations on the cessation of the
nuclear-arms race and nuclear disarmament and especially
to begin the elaboration of practical measures for the ces
sation of the nuclear-arms race and for nuclear disarma
ment in accordance with paragraph 50 of the Final Docu
ment of the Tenth Special Session of the General
Assembly,IO including a nuclear-disarmament programme,
and to establish for this purpose an ad hoc committee;

2. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Cessation of the
nuclear-arms race and nuclear disarmament: report of the
Conference on Disarmament".

117th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

D

COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAMME OF DISARMAMENT

The General Assembly,
Recalling that in paragraph 109 of the Final Document

of the Tenth. Special Session of the General Assembly, 10

the Assembly called for the elaboration of a comprehen
sive programme of disarmament encompassing all meas
ures thought to be advisable in order to ensure that the
goal ofgeneral and complete disarmament under effective
international control becomes a reality in a world in which
international peace and security prevail and in which the
new international economic order is strengthened and con
solidated,

Recalling also its resolution 38/183 K of 20 December
1983, in which it urged the Conference on Disarmament,
as soon as it considered that the circumstances were propi
tious for that purpose, to renew its work on the elaboration
of the comprehensive programme of disarmament pre
viously requested, to submit to the General Assembly at
its thirty-ninth session a progress report on the matter and
'L(l submit to the Assembly, not later than at its forty-first
session, a complete draft of such a programme,

Recallingfurther its resolution 39/148 I of 17 December
1984, in which it Urged that all efforts be made so iliat the
Conference on Disarmament might resume its work on the
elaboration of the comprehensive programme of disarma
ment early in its 1985 session with a view to submitting to
the General Assembly at its forty-first session a complete
draft of such a programme,

Having examined the report of the Ad Hoc Committee
on the Comprehensive Programme of Disarmament con
cerning its work during the 1985 session of the Conference
on Disarmament,90 which is an integral part of the report
of the Conference,

I. Notes that in its report the Ad Hoc Committee on
the Comprehensive Programme of Disarmament stated
that during the 1985 session, despite intensive efforts, only
modest progress was achieved;

2. Urges the Conference on Disarmament to resume
the work on th.e elaboration of the comprehensive pro
gramme of disarmament at the beginning of its 1986 ses
sion with the firm intention of concluding that task and

90 Ibid., Supplement No. '27 (A/40/27 lWd Corr.I), para. m.
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submitting to the General Assembly at its forty-first ses
sion a complete draft of the programme;

3. Decides to include on the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Comprehensive pro
gramme ofdisarmament: report ofthe Conference on Dis
armament".

117th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

E

DISARMAMENT WEEK

The General Assembly,
Gravely concerned over the escalating arms race,

especially the nuclear-arms race, which represents a seri
ous threat to the very existence of mankind,

Stressing the vital importance of eliminating the threat
of a iluclear war, ending the nuclear-arms race and bring
ing about disarmament for the maintenance of world
peace, .

Emphasizing anew the urgent need for and the impor
tance of wide and continued mobilization of world public
opinion in support of halting and reversing the arms race,
especially the nuclear-arms race, in all its aspects,

Mindful of the world-wide mass anti-war and anti
nuclear movement,

Recognizing the important role of the mass media in
mobilizing world public opinion in support of disarma
ment,

Noting with satiifaction the broad and active support by
Governments and international and national organiza
tions of the decision taken by the General Assembly at its
tenth special session, the first special session devoted to
disarmament, regarding the proclamation of the week
starting 24 October, the day of the foundation of the
United Nations, as a week devoted to fostering the objec
tives of disarmament,91

Recalling the recommendations concerning the World
Disarmament Campaign contained in annex V to the Con
cluding Document of the Twelfth Special Session of the
General Assembly, the second special session devoted to
disarmament, in particular th~ recommendation that Dis
armament Week should continue to be widely observed,92

Recalling also its resolutions 33/71 D of 14 December
1978,34/83 I of 11 December 1979, 37/78 D of9 Decem
ber 1982, 381183 Lof20 December 1983 and 391148 J of
17 December 1984,

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the Sec
retary-General93 on the follow-up mea::lUres undertaken by
governmental and non-governmental organizations in
holding Disarmament Week;

2. Expresses its appreciation to all States and interna
tional and national governmental and non-governmental
organizations for their energetic support ofand active par
ticipation in Disarmament Week, in particular in holding
the 1985 Disarmament Week in close connection with the
celebrations of the fortieth anniversary of the end of the
Second World War and of the foundation of the United
Nations and the International Youth Year;

3. Expresses serious concern over the continued escala
tion of the arms race, especially the nuclear-arms race, and
the imminent danger of its extension into outer space,

91 Resolution 8-1012, para. 102.
92 Official Records of the General Assembly, Twelfth Special Session,

Annexes, agenda items 9 to 13, document Al8-12/32, annex V, para. 12.

which gravely jeopardizes international peace and security
and increases the danger of outbreak of a nuclear war,

4. Stresses the important role of the mass media in
acquainting the world public with the aims of Disarma
ment Week and measures undertaken within its frame
work;

5. Recommends to all States that they observe Disarm
ament Week in 1986 in close connection with the celebra
tion of the International Year of Peace;

6. Invites aD States, in carrying out appropriate meas
ures at the local level on the occasion of F'>2rIllament
Week, to take into account the elements ofthe model pro
gramme for Disarmament Week, prepared by the Secre
tary-General;94

7. Invites the relevant specialized agencies and the
International Atomic Energy Agency to intensify activ
ities, within their areas of competence, to disseminate
information on the consequences of the arms race,
especially the nuclear-arms race, and requests them to
inform the Secretary-General accordingly;

8. Also invites international non-governmental organi
zations to take an active part in Disarmament Week and
to inform the Secretary-General of the activities under
taken;

9. Further invites the Secretary-General to use the
United Nations mass media as widely as possible to pro
mote better understanding among the world public ofdis
armament problems and the objectives of Disarmament
Week;

10. Requests Governments to continue, in accordance
with General Assembly resolution 33171 D, to inform the
Secretary-General of activities undertaken to promote the
objectives of Disarmament Week;

11. Requests the Secretary-General, in accordance with
paragraph 4 of resolution 33/71 D, to submit to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session a report on the
implementation of the provisions of the present resolu
tion.
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F

REPORT OF THE DI81',RMAMENT COMMISSION

The General Assembly,
Having considered the report of the Disarmament Com

mission,28
Emphasizing again the importance of an effective

follow-up to the relevant recommendations and decisions
contained in the Final Document of the Tenth Spedal Ses
sion of the General Assembly,1O the first special session
devoted to disarmament,

Taking into account the relevant sections of the
Concluding Document of the Twelfth Special Session of
the General Assembly,7s the second special session
devoted to disarmament,

Considering the role that the Disarmament Commission
has been called upon to play and the contribution that it
should make in examining and submitting recommenda
tions ot! 'various problems in the field ofdisarmament and
in tile promotion of the implementation of the relevant
decisions of the tenth special session,

93 Al40/SS2 and Corr.l.
94 A/34/436.
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Desirous of strengthening the effectiveness of the Dis
a.'1llament Commission as the deliberative body in the
field of disarmament,

Recalling its resolutions 33/71 H of 14 December 1918,
34/83 H of 11 December 1979, 35/152 F of 12 December
1980,36/92 B of9 December 1981, 37/78 H of9 Decem
ber 1982, 38/183 E of20 December 1983 and 39/148 R of
17 December 1984,

1. Takes note of the report of the Disarmament Com
mission;

2. Notes that the Disarmament Commissian has yet to
conclude its consideration of some items on its agenda;

3. Requests the Disarmament Commission to continue
its work in accordance with its mandate, as set forth in
paragraph 118 of the Final Document of the Tenth Special
Session of the General Assembly,1G and with paragraph 3
ofresolution 37/78 H, and to that end to make every effort
to achieve specific re-')mmendations, at its 1986 substan
tive session, on the outstanding items on its agenda, taking
into account the relevant resolutions of the General
Assembly as well as the results of its 1985 substantive ses
sion;

4. Requests the Disarmament Commissi0o to meet fi;,
a period not exceeding four weeks during 1986 cu1d to sub
mit a substantive report, containing specific recommenda
tions on the items included in its agenda, to the General
Assembly at its forty-first session;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the
Disarmament Commission the report of the Conference
on Disarmament,9S together with all the official records of
th~ fortieth session of the General Assembly relating to
disarmame:J1 matters, and to render all assistance that the
Commission may require for implementing the present
resolution;

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Report of the Disarm
ament Commission".

117th plenary meeting
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G

CLlMATIC EFFECTS OF NUCLEAR WAR, INCLUDING
NUCLEAR WINTER

The General Assenwiy,
Recalling that in the Final Document of the Tenth ~pe

cial Session of the General Assembly,IO after referring spe
cifically to "the threat to the very survival of mankind"
posed by the existence of nuclear weapons, it declared, in
paragraph 18, that removing the threat of a world war - a
nuclear war - is the most acute and urgent task of the
present day,

Having examined the report of the Secretary-General96
transmitting th~ compilation, requested in General
Assembly resolution 39/148 F of 11 Decemher 1984, of
appropriate excetpts of all national and international sci
entific studies on the climatic effects of nuclear war, inplu-
diog nuclear winter, published so far, '

Noting that the conclusions - f some of those studies
confirm that nuclear winter a::ld other climatic effects of
nuclear war pose an unpreC{'dentf;d ~ril to all nations,
even those far removed from the nuclear explosions,
which would add immeasurably to the previously known

• 95 OJficia/ Records ofthe General AssiC nb/p. Fortieih Session. SUfJI1/emelll
No. .!1"(Al40127 aud Corr.l). -

9fl A/40/449 and Corr.2. " :

dangers ofnuclear W<J, without excluding the possibility of
all the Earth being transformed into a darkened, frozen
planet, where conditions would be condm:ive to mass
extinction,

Noting also that from those conclusions and from vari
ous sections of the studies themselves it clearly follows
that international efforts to carry out further systematic
research Me necessary,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for the compilation of excerpts of scientific studies on the
climatic effects of nuclear war, including nuclear winter,
prepared in accordance with the request made in its reso
lution 391148 F;

2. Requests the Secretary-General, with the assistance
of a group of consul'-nt experts~7 chosen by him, bearing
in mind the advisal:dty of wide geographical representa
tion and of their qualifications in a broad range of scien
tific fields, to carry out a study on the climatic and poten
tial physical effects of nuclear war, including nuclear
winter, which will examine, inter alia, its socio-economic
cansequences and would take into account the Secretary
General's report and the source documents from which the
compilation was prepared, together with any other rele
vant scientific studies;

3. Also.: !?quests the Secretary-General to transmit the
study to the; General Assembly in due time for considera
tion at its forty-second session, in 1987;

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-second session an item entitled: "Climatic effects of
nuclear war, including nuclear winter: report of the Secre
tary-General".

117th plenary meeting
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PROHIBITION OF THE NUCLEAR NEUTRON WEAPON

The General Assembly,
Recalling paragraph 50 of the Final Document of the

Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly,lO in which
it is stated that the achievement of nuclear disarmament
will require urgent negotiation of agreements, inter alia,
for the cessation of the qualitative improvement and
development of nuclear-weapon systems, which is
especially emphasized in paragraph 50 (a) of that Docu
ment,

Recalling also that in paragraph 50 of 'Lhe Final Docu
ment it is also underlined that in the course of negotiations
consideration can be given to mutual and agreed limita
tion or prohibition, without prejudice to the security of
any State, of any types of nuclear armaments,

Stressing that the development and production of the
nuclear neutron weapon is a dangerous consequence of the
continuing qualitative arms race in the field of nuclear
weapons, espeCially through the qualitative improvement
and development of new nuclear warheads by enhancing
specific characteristics of nuclear weapons,

Reaffirming its relevant resolutions on the prohibition of
the Huclear neutron weapon,

Sharing the world-wide concern expressed by Member
States, as well as by non-governmental ")rganizations,
about the continued and expanded production and intro-

97 SUbsequently referred to as the Group of Consultant Experts to Carry
Out a Study on the Oimatic and Potential Physical Effects of Nuclear-War.
including Nuclear Winter. "
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tional situation and international relations and which will
destabilize the situation and lead to a multiple increase of
the danger of a nuclear conflict,

Bearing in mind the vital interest of all States in the
adoption of concrete effective disarmament measures
which would release considerable finandal and material
resources to be used for the economic and social develop
ment of all States, in particular developing countries,

Stressing the topicality of the Delhi Declaration issued
on 28 January 1985 by the heads of State or Government
of six States Members of the United Nations,24

Considering the increased activity ofpeace and anti-war
movements in the struggle for peace, against the arms race
and ~or disarmament,

Convinced of the need to strengthen constructive inter
national co-operation based on the political goodwill, of
States for successful negotiations on disarmament, in
accordance with the Final Document of the Tenth Special
Session of the General Assembly,

Emphasizing the duty of States to co-operate for the
preservation of international peace and security, as set
forth in the Charter of the United Nations and confirmed
in the Declaration on Principles of International Law con
cerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States
in accordance with the Charter of the t- ;ted Nations, of
24 October 1970,99 the obligation to co-operate actively
and constructively for the attainment of the aims of dis
annament Leing an indisV'insable part of that duty,

Stressing that, within the framework ofinternational co
operation for the attainment of the aims of disarmament,
it is necessary to avert nuclear war by means of preventing
an arms race in outer space and halting it on Earth, and
limiting &id reducing nuclear armaments up to the com
plete elimination of nuclear weapons everywhere on the
basis of the principle of equal security,

Underlining the need t\) halt both qualitative improve
ment and quantitative build-up of nuclear weapons so as
to take the first step towards their radical reduction,

Believing that the two nuclear-weapon States which pos
sess the most important nuclear arsenals shod::l take the
lead and show a good example in curbing the arms race
and preventing its spread to outer space,

Stressing that proposals, relatively gimple in their execu
tion and at the same time effective, and agreements aimed
at eliminating the use or the threat ofuse of force, be it on
a world-wide or regional scale, would contribute consider
ably to that end,

Bearing in mind that the United Nations bears primary
responsibility and plays a central role in unifying efforts to
maintain and to develop active co-operation among States
in order to resolve disarmament issues,

I. Calls upon ail States, in implementing the Final
Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General
Assembly, to make active use of the principles and ideas
contained in the Declaration on International Co-opera
tion for Disarmament by actively participating in disarma
ment negotiations, with a view to achieving concrete
results, and by conducting them on the basis of the princi
ples ofreciprocity, equality, undiminished security and the
non-use offoree in international relations, and to refrain at
the same time from developing new channels of the arms
race;

2. Stresses the importance of strengthening the effec
tiveness of the United Nations in fulfilling its responsibil
ity for maintaining international peace and security in
accordan~ with the Charter of the United Nations;

99 Rewlution 2625 (XXV). annex.
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INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION FOR DISARMAMENT

The General Assembly,
Stressing again the urgent need for an active and sus

tained effort to expedite the implementation of the recom
mendati(Jns and decisions unanimously adopted at its
tenth spt:cial session, the first special session devoted to
disarmament, as contained in the Final Document of that
session iO and confirmed in the Concluding Document of
the Twelfth Special Session of the General Assembly,75 the
second special session devoted to disarmament,

Recalling the Declaration on International Co-operation
for Disarmament of II December 197998 and its resolu
tions 36/92 D of9 December 1981,37/78 B of9 Decem
ber 1982, 38/183 Fof20 December 1983 and 39/148 M of
17 December 1984,

Stressing the vital importance ofeliminating the danger
of a nuclear war, halting the arms race and attaining dis
armament, particularly in the nuciear field, for the preser
vation of peace and the strengthening of international
security,

Deeply concerned over the continued nuclear-arms race,
the init~;don of a quantitatively and qualitatively more
dangerous round of that race and the danger of the exten
sion of the arms race to outer space, which has an imme
diate negative impact on the development of the interna-

98 Resoluti~~ 34/88.

duction of the nuclear neutron weapon in military
arsenals, which escalates the nuclear-arms race and signifi
cantly lowers the threshold of nuclear war,

Aware of the inhuman effects of that weapon, which
constitutes a grave threat, particularly to the unprotected
ch'ilian population,

Noting the consideration by the Conference on Disarma
ment at its 1985 session ofissues connected with the cessa
tion of the nuclear-arms race and nuclear disa.-mament, as
well as the prohibition of the nuclear neutron weapon,54

Regretting that the Conference on Disarmament was
prevented from reaching agreement on the commence
ment of negotiations on the cessation of the nuclear-arms
race and nuclear disarmament, including the prohibition
ofthe nuclear neutron weapon, in an appropriate organiza
tional framework,

I. Reaffirms its request to the Conference on Disarma
ment to start without delay negotiations within an appro
priate organizational framework, with a view to conclu
ding a convention on the prohibition of the development,
production, stockpiling, deployment and use of nuclear
neutron weapons as an organic element of negotiations, as
envisaged in paragraph 50 of the Final Document of the
Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the
Conference on Disarmament all documents relating to the
consideration of this question by the General Assembly at
its fortieth session;

3. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to submit
a report on this question to the General Assembly at its
forty-first session;

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Prohibition. of the
nuclear neutron weapon".
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Bearing in mind paragraph 28 of the Final Document of
the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly,IO in
which it affirmed that all States have the duty to contribute
to the efforts in the field ofdisarmament and that all States
have the right to participate in disarmament negotiations,

Recalling further its resolution 38/183 F of 20 Decem
ber 1983, in which it called upon the Governments of all
States to contribute su'b:;tantially, inter alia, to halting and
reversing the arms race, particularly in the nuclear field,
and thus to reducing the danger of nuclear war,

I. Reiterates once more the right ofall States not mem
bers of the Conference on Disarmament to participate in
the work of the plenary sessions of the Conference on sub
stantive questions;

2. Urges States members ofthe Conference on Disarm
ament not to misuse the rules of procedure of the Con
ference so as to prevent States not members from partici
pating in the work of the Conference.

117th plenary meeting
16 December 1985
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UNITED NATIONS DISARMAMENT STUDIES

The General Assembly,
Recalling that, in paragraph 96 of the Final Document

of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly, 10

the Assembly stated that:
"Taking further steps in the field ofdisarmament and

other JOeasures aimed at promoting international peace
and security would be facilitated by carrying out studie5
by the Secretary-General in this field with appropriate

. assistance from governmental or consultant experts.,",
Recalling also the relevant parts of the United Nations

study on the institutional arrangements relating to the. pro
cess of disarmament, 101

Aware that a number of United Nations studies have
been concluded satisfactorily in· the field of disarmament,
and that the reports on them presented to the General
Assembly have contributed significantly to the clarification
of certain issues,

Noting that, even where diverse views have been
reflected, the final repOrts elaborated by United Nations
expert groups so far have stimulated wider-ranging discus
sions on a variety of issues,

Noting the recent nonooCQmpletion of final reports on two
studies, despite renewal of the mandate in both cases by
the General Assembly,

Noting the discussions that have taken place in the
Advisory Board on Disarmament Studies,102

Believing that a thorough appraisal of the subject, inclu
ding the methods of work to be adopted by United
Nations expert groups, could enhance the value and rele
vance of United Nations studies in the field of disarma
ment,

I. Reaffirms the value of United Nations studies, pre~

pared with appropriate assistance from governmental or
consultant experts, as a useful means by which important
issues in the field ofarms limitation and disarmament can
be addressed in a compKlhensive and detailed manner;

2. Invites Member States.to communicate to the Secre
tary-General, by I April 1986, their views and proposals

102 See A/401744. sect. HA
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3. Emphasizes the necessity of refraining from war
propaganda, in particular from propaganda for a nuclear
war - global or limited - and from the elaboration and
dissemination of any doctrines and concepts endangering
international peace and justifying the unleashing ofnuclear
war, which lead to deterioration of the international situa
tion and to further intensification of the arms race and
which are detrimental to the generally recognized necessity
of international co-operation for disarmament;

4. Declares that the use of force in international rela
tions as well as in attempts to prevent the full implementa
tion of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples,loo constitutes a phe
nomenon incompatible with the idea of international co
operation for disarmament;

S. Expresses the firm conviction that for effective inter
national co-operation for the attainment of the aims of
disarmament it is inevitable that the policy of States, pri
marily of those which dispose of nuclear weapons, be
directed to averting a nuclear war;

6. Demands that the arms race not be extended into
other spheres of human activity, such as outer space, that
should be used for peaceful purposes, exclusively for the
benefit of mankind;

7. Appeals to States which are members of military
groupings to promote, on the basis of the Final Document
of the Tenth Special Session and in the spirit of interna
tional co-operation for disarmament, the gradual mutual
limitation of military activities of these groupings, thus
creating conditions for their dissolution;

8. Calls upon all Member States to continue to culti
vate and disseminate, particularly in connection with the
World Disarmament Campaign,SO launched by the Gen
eral Assembly at its twelfth special session, the ideas of
international co-operation for disarmament, in particular
through their educational systems, mass media and Cl,d
turaI policies;

9. Calls upon the United Nations Educational, Scin
tific 'and Cultural Organization to continue to consider, in
order further to mobilize world public opinion on behalfof
disarmament, measures aimed at strengthening the ideas
of international co-operation for disarmament through
research, education, information, communication and cul
ture;

10. Calls upon the Governments of all States to con
tribute substantially, while observing the principle ofundi
minished security, to halting and reversing the arms race,
particuIarly in the nuclear field, and thus to reducing the
danger of nuclear war.

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS AND
DECISIONS OF THE TENTH SPECIAL SESSION

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 39/148 L of 17 December 1984,
Noting with concern that the problem identified in the

above-mentioned resolution has not been alleviated,
Firmly convinced that all States have a vital interest in

the success of disarmament negotiations,

JooResolution 1514 (XV),
101 Al36/392. annex.
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on how the work ofthe United Nations in the field ofdis
armament studies can be further improved;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit the
replies of Member States to the General Assembly at its
forty-first session and to the Advisory Board on Di~rma

ment Studies;
4. Also requests the Secretary-General to invite the

Advisory Board on Disarmament Studies to prepare a
comprehensive report on these matters for submission to
the General Assembly at its forty-second session;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session an item entitled "United Nations dis
armament studies".
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REVIEW AND APPRAISAL OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
THE DECLARATION OF THE 1980s AS THE SECOND DIS
ARMAMENT DECADE

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 35/46 of 3 December 1980, by

which it adopted the Declaration of the 1980s as the
Second Disarmament Decade,

Recalling also its resolution 39/148 Q of 17 December
1984, by which it decided to review and appraise at its for
tieth session, in 1985, the implementation of the Declara
tion,

Noting with con-;ern that half-way through the Second
Disarmament Decade its goals are far from being achieved
and that no substantial progress has been made even on
items of highest priority,

Alarmed at the continued escalation of the arms race,
particularly the nuclear-arms race,

Ais,) alarmed at the recent findings oftne possible conse
quences of a nuclear war under present circumstances, as
documented by competent scientists,

Deeply concerned at the continued dissipation of ever
increasing human and material resources on the arms race,

Taking note of the views of Member States and sugges
tions made by them on the implementation ofthe Declara
tion,

Taking note with satisfaction of the part of the report of
the Disarmament Commission on the item entitled
"Review and appraisal of the implementation of the Dec
laration of the 1980s as the Second Disarmament Decade:
preliminary assessment and suggestions to ensure pro
gress",103

We/comingthe bilateral negotiations between the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics and the United States of
America in accordance with the joint statement issued by
the two Governments on 8 January 1985,2

I. Decides to adopt the relevant part of the report of
the Disarmament Commission,103 .

2. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to accel
erate the implementation ofthe activities elaborated in the
Declaration of the 19808 as the Second Disarmament Dec
ade, as enumerated in the report of the Disarmament
Commission,

3. Calls upon all States, particularly the nuclear
weapon States:

103 Official Records ofthe General Assembly. Fortieth Session. Supplement
No. 42 (A/40/42), para. 32 and annex VII.

(a) To reaffirm their commitment to the Declaration of
the 1980s as the Second Disarmament Decade;

(b) To reaffirm their commitment to the attainment of
the ultimate objective of general and complete disarma
ment under effective international control;

(c) To adopt concrete and practical measures for pre
venting the outbreak of war, in particular nuclear war;

(d) To take appropriate steps to halt and reverse the
nuclear-arms race with a view to improving the interna
tional climate and enhancing the efficncy of disarmaQlent
negotiations; .

(e) To exert greater efforts in the implementation ofthe
World Disarmament Campaign;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to report annually to
the General Assembly on the implementation of the Dec
laration of the 1980s as the Second Disarmament Decade.
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REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 34/83 B of II December 1979,
35/152 J of 12 December 1980, 36/92 F of 9 December
1981, 37/78 G of 9 December 1982, 38/183 I of 20
December 1983 and 39/148 N of 17 December 1984,

Recalling also the Final Document of the Tenth Special
Session of the General Assembly,10 the first special session
devoted to disarmament, and the Concluding Document
of the Twelfth Special Session of the General Assembly,7S
·he second special session devoted to disarmament,

Having considered the report of the Conference on Dis
armament,9S

Convinced that the Conference on Disarmament, as the
single multilateral negotiating body on disarmament,
should play the central role in substantive negotiations on
priority questions ofdisarmament and on the implementa
tion of the Programme of Action set forth in section III of
the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session,

Reaffirming that the establishment ofad hoc committees
offers the best available machinery for the conduct ofmu1
tilateral'negotiations on items on the agenda of the Con
ference on Disarmament and contributes to the strength
ening of the negotiating role of the Conference,

Expressing its satisfaction at the establishment within
the Conference on Disarmament ofan Ad Hoc Committee
on the prevention of an arms race in outer space,

Deploring the fact that, despite the repeated requests of
the General Assembly and the expressed wish of the great
majority of members of the Conference on Disarmament,
the establishment ofan ad hoc committee on the cessation
of the nuclear-arms race and on nuclear disarmament was
once again prevented during the 1985 session of the Con
ference,

Deploring also the fact that the Conference on Disarma
ment has not been enabled to set up ad hoc committees
under item 1 of its agenda, entitled "Nuclear-test ban",
and on the prevention of nuclear war,

Noting that some progress has been made in the negotia
tions on the elaboration of a draft convention on the pro-
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hibition ofthe development, production and stockpiling of
all chemical weapons and on their destruction,

I. Expresses its deep concern and disappointment that
the Conference on Disarmament has not been enabled,
this year either, to reach concrete agreements on any dis
armament issues to which the United Nations has assigned
greatest priority and urgency and which have been under
consideration for a number of years;

2. Calls upon the Conference on Disarmament to
intensitY its work, to further its mandate more earnestly
through negotiations and to adopt concrete measures on
the specific priority issues of disarmament on its agenda,
in particular those relating to nuclear disarmament;

3. Once again urges the Conference on Disarmament
to continue or to undertake, during its 1986 session, sub
stantive negotflations on the priority questions ofdisarma
ment on its agenda, in accordance with the provisions of
the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the
General Assembly and other resolutions of the Assembly
on those questions;

4. Calls upon the Conference on Disarmament to pro
vide the existing ad hoc committees, including the Ad Hoc
Committee on the prevention of an arms race in outer
space, with appropriate negotiating mandates and to estab
lish, as a matter of urgency, the ad hoc committees under
item I of its agenda, entitled "Nuclear-test ban", on the
cessation of the nuclear-arms race and nuclear disarma
ment and on the prevention of nuclear war;

5. Urges the Conference on Disarmament to under
take, without further delay, negotiations witll a view to
elaborating a draft treaty on a nuclear-test ban;

6. Also urges the Conference on Disarmament to inten
sitY further its work on th~ elaboration of a draft conven
tion on the prohibition of the development, production
and stockpiling of all chemical weapons and on their des
truction;

7. Once again calls upon the Conference on Disarma
ment to organize its work in such a way as to concentrate
most of its attention and time on suo!':tantive negotiations
on priority issues of disarmament;

8. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to submit
a report on its work to the Genel"l'.l Assembly at its forty
firsi session;

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Report of the Con
ference on Disarmament".

117th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

N

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS AND
DECISIONS OF THE TENTH SPECIAL SESSION

The General Assembly,
Having reviewed the implementation of the recommen

dation£ and decisions adopted by the General Assembly at
its tenth special session,1O the first special Slession devoted
to disarmament, as well as the Concluding Document of
the Twelfth Special Session of the General Assembly,7s the
second special session devoted to disarmament,

Recalling its resolutions S-IO/2 of 30 June 1978, 34/83
C of 1I December 1979, 35/46 of 3 December 1980, 35/
152 E of 12 December 1980, 36/92 M of 9 December
1981, 37/78 F of 9 December 1982, 38/183 H of 20
December 1983 and 39/148 0 of 17 December 1984 and
its decision S-12/24 ef ID July 1982,

Deeply concerned that no concrete results regarding the
implementation of the recommendations and decisions of
the tenth special session have been realized in the course
of more than seven years since that session. that in the
meantime the arms rare, particularly in its nuclear aspect,
has gained in intensity, that there has been further deploy
ment of nuclear weapons in some parts of the world. that
annual global military expenditures are estimated to have
reached the staggering figure of $1,000 billion, that man
kind is faced with a real danger of spreading the arms race
into outer space, that urgent measures to prevent nuclear
war and for disarmament have not been adopted and that
continued colonial domination and foreign occupation,
open threats, pressures and military intervention against
independent States and violations of the fundamental
principles of the Charter of the United Nations have taken
place, posing the most serious threat to international peace
and security,

Convinced that the renewed escalation of the nuclear
arms race, in both the quantitative and the qualitative
dimensions, as well as reliance on nuclear deterrence and
on the use of nuclear weapons, has heightened the risk of
the· outbreak of nuclear war and led to greater insecurity
and instability in international relations,

Further convinced that international peace and security
can only be ensured through general and complete disarm
ament under effective international control and that one of
the most urgent tasks is to halt and reverse the arms race
and to undertake concrete measures of disarmament, par
ticularly nuclear disarmament, and that, in this respect,
the nuclear-weapon States and other militarily significant
States have the primary responsibility.

Believing that the preservation of the existing bilateral,
regional and global system ofarms limitation and disarm
ament agreements and the strict observance of such agree
ments by their parties are important elements of disarma
ment efforts at all levels,

Noting with great concern that no real progress in dis
armament negotiations has been achieved in the course of
several years, which has rendered the current international
situation even more dangerous and insecure,

Expressing the desire that the launching of negotiations
between the United States of America and the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics would produce agreements on
preventing an arms race in outer space and on significant
reductions in their strategic and intermediate-range
nuclear-weapon systems: as well as that the results of these
negotiations would lead to a relaxation of tension in their
mutual relations and in the world at large,

Considering that bilateral negotiations should not in any
wa~ diminish the urgent need to initiate and pursue multi
lateral negotiations in the Conference on Disarmament on
the cessation of the nuclear-arms race and nuclear disarm
ament and on the prevention of an arms race in outer
space,

Stressing that it is more than ever imperative in the
present circumstances to give a new impetus to negotia
tions on disarmament, in particular nuclear disarmament,
at all levels and to achieve genuine progress in the imme
diate future and that all States should refrain from any
actions which have or may have negative effects on the
outcome of disarnHlment negotiations,

Reaffirming that the United Nations has a central role
and primary responsibility in the sphere of disarmament,

Stressing that the Final Document of the Tenth Special
Session of the General AssemblY,lQ which was unani
mously and categorically reaffirmed by all Member States
at the twelfth special session as the comprehensive basis
for efforts towards halting and reversing the arms' race,
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retains all its validity and that the objectives and measures
contained therein still represent one of the most important
and urgent goals to be achieved,

I. Expresses its grave concern over the acceleration
and intensification of the arms race, particularly the
nuclear-arms race, which threaten international peace and
security and increase the danger of nuclear war;

2. Calls upon all States, in particular nuclear-weapon
States and other militarily significant States, to take urgent
measures in order to promote international security on the
basis of disarmament, to halt and reverse the arms race
and to launch a process of genuine disannament;

3. Invites all States, particularly nuclear-weapon States
and especially those among them which possess the most
important nuclear arsenals, to take urgent measures with a
view to implementing the recommendations and decisions
contained in the Final Document of the Tenth Special Ses
sion of the General Assembly, as well as to fulfilling the
priority tasks set forth in the Programme of Action con
tained in section III of the Final Document;

4. Calls upon great Powers to pursue their negotiations
in a constructive and accommodating spirit and taking
into account the interest of the entire international com
munity in order to halt the arms race, particularly the
nuclear-arms race, and to achieve disarmament;

5. Calls upon the Conference on Disarmament to pro
ceed urgently to negotiations on the cessation of the
nuclear-arms race and nuclear disarmament and on the
prevention of nuclear war, to undertake and intensifY
negotiations on the prevention of an arms race in outer
space and to elaborate drafts of treaties on a nuclear
weapon-test ban and on a complete and effective prohibi
tion of the development, production and stockpiling of all
chemical weapons and on their destruction;

6. Calls upon the Disarmament Commission to inten
sify its work in accordance with its mandate and to con
tinue improving its work with a view to making concrete
recommendations on specific items on its agenda;

7. Invites all States engaged in disarmament and arms
limitation negotiations outside the framework of the
United Nations to keep the General Assembly and the
Conference on Disarmament informed on the status
and/or results of such negotiations, in conformity with the
relevant provisions of the Final Document of the Tenth
Special Session;

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Implementation of the
recommendations and decisions of the tenth special ses
sion".

//7th plenary meeting
/6 December /985

o

VERIFICATION IN ALL ITS ASPECTS

The Geneval Assembly,

Conscious of the urgent need to reach agreements on
arms limitation and disarmament measures capable of
contributing to the maintenance of peace and security,

Convinced that, if such measures are to be effective, they
must be fair and balanced, acceptable to all parties, their
substance must be clear and compliance with them must
be evident,

Reaffirming its conviction, as expressed in paragraph 91
of the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session of the
General Assembly, 10 adopted by consensus at that session,
its first special session devoted to disarmament, that in
order to facilitate the conclusion and effective implemen
tation of disarmament agreements and to create confi
dence, States should accept appropriate provisions for
verification in such agreements,

Reiterating its view that:

(a) Disarmament and arms limitation agreements
should provide for adequate measures of verification satis
factory to all parties concerned in order to create the neces
sary confidence and to ensure that they are being observed
by all parties,

(b) The form and modalities of the verification to be
provided for in any specific agreement depend upon and
should be determined by the purposes, scope and nature of
the agreement,

(c) Agreements should provide for the participation of
parties directly or through the United Nations system in
the verification process,

(d) Where appropriate, a combination of several
methods of verification as well as other compliance proce
dures should be employed,

Recalling that:

(a) In the context of international disarmament negoti
ations, the problem of verification should be further exam
ined and adequate methods and procedures in this field
should be considered,

(b) Every effort should be made to develop appropriate
methods and procedures that are non-discriminatory and
that do not unduly interfere with the internal affairs of
other States or jeopardize their economic and social devel
opment,

Believing that verification techniques should be
developed as an objective means of determining compli
ance with agreements and appropriately taken into
account in the course of disarmament negotiations,

1. Calls upon Member Stat~s to intensifY their efforts
towards achieving agreemen.s on balanced, mutually
acceptable, verifiable and effective arms limitation and
disarmament measures;

2. Invites all Member States, bearing in mind the Final
Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General
Assembly, to communicate to the Secretary-General, not
later than 15 April 1986, their views and suggestions on
verification principles, procedures and techniques for pro
moting the inclusion ofadequate verification in arms limi
tation and disarmament agreements Md on the role of the
United Nations in the field of verification;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare and sub
mit to the General Assembly at its forty-first session a
report containing the v;ews and suggestions of Member
States;

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session an item entitled "Verification' in all its
aspects" under the item entitled "Review of the imple
mentation of the recommendations and decisions adopted
by the General Assembly at its tenth special session:
implementation of the recommendations and decisions of
the tenth special session".

117th plenary meeting
16 De~ember 1985
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CESSATION OF THE NUCLEAR-ARMS RACE AND
NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT

The General Assembly,

Recalling that, in paragraph 11 of the Final Document
of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly, 10

the first special session devoted to disarmament, the
Assembly stated that the nuclear-arms race, far from con
tributing to the strengthening of the security of all States,
on the contrary weakens it and increases the danger of the
outbreak of a nuclear war and that existing arsenals of
nuclear weapons are more than sufficient to destroy all life
on Earth,

Recalling also that, in paragraph 47 of the Final Docu
ment, the Assembly expressed the belief that nuclear
weapons pose the greatest danger to mankind and to the
survival of civilization, that it is essential to halt and
reverse the nuclear-arms race in all its aspects in order to
avert the danger of war involving nuclear weapons, and
that the ultimate goal in this context is the complete elimi
nation of nuclear weapons,

Noting that, in the Political Declaration adopted by the
Seventh Conference of Heads of State or Government of
Non-Aligned Countries, held at New Delhi from 7 to 12
March 1983, it was stated that the renewed escalation of
the nuclear-arms race, as well as reliance on doctrines of
nuclear deterrence, had heightened the risk ofthe outbreak
of nuclear war and led to greater insecurity and instability
in international relations, and that it was also stated that
nuclear weapons were more than weapons of war, that
such weaPons were instruments of mass annihilation,76

Noting further that, in the Final Political Declaration
adopted by the Conference of Foreign Ministers of Non
Aligned Countries held at Luanda from 4 to 7 September
1985, it was stated that doctrines ofnuclear deterrence, far
from contributing to the maintenance of international
pea(je and security, lay at the root of the continuing escala
tion in quantitative and qualitative development of
nuclear weapons,77

.Believing that all nations have a vital interest in negotia
tions on nuclear disarmament because the existence of
nuclear weapons in the arsenals of a handful of States
directly and fundamentally jeopardizes the vital security
interests of both nuclear and non-nuclear-weapon States
alike,

Considering that it is necessary to halt all testing, pro
duction and deployment of nuclear weapons and their
delivery systems as a first step in the process which should
lead to the achievement of substantial reductions in
nuclear forces, and welcoming in this context the Joint
Declaration issued on 22 May 1984 by the heads of State
or Government of six States Members of the United
Nations,ss which was mof6.rmed in the Delhi Declaration
issued by those States on 28 January 1985,24

Convinced of the imperative need to take constructive
action towards halting and reversing the nuclear~arms

race,
I

1. Takes note of the initiation of bilateral negotiations
on nuclear and space arms and affirm~ that such negotia
tions in no way diminish the urgent need to initiate multi
lateral negotiations in the Conference on Disarmament on
the cessation of the nuclear-arms race and nuclear disarm
ament;

2. Believes that efforts should be intensified with a
view to initiating, as a matter of the highest priority, mul
tilateral negotiations in accordance with the provisions of

paragraph 50 of the Final Document of the Tenth Special
Session of the General Assembly;IO

3. Again requests the Conference on Disarmament to
establish an ad hoc committee at the beginning of its 1986
session to elaborate on paragraph 50 of the Final Docu
ment and to submit recommendations to the Conference
as to how it could best initiate multilateral negotiations of
agreements, with adequate measures of verification, in
appropriate stage1J for:

(a) Cessation of the qualitative improvement and
development of nv'Clear-weapon systems;

(b) Cessation of the production of all types of nuclear
weapons and their means of delivery, and of the produc

. tion of fissionable material for weapons purposes;
(c) Substantial reduction in existing nuclear weapons

with a view to their ultimate elimination;
4. Requests the Conference on Disarmament to report

to the General Assembly at its forty-first session on its
consideration of this subject;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Cessation of the
nuclear-arms race and nuclear disarmament".

117th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

Q

PREVENTION OF NUCLEAR WAR

The General Assembly,
Alarmed by the threat to the survival of mankind posed

by the existence of nuclear weapons and the continuing
nuclear-arms race,
. Deeply concerned by an increased danger of nuclear war
as a result of the intensification of the nuclear-arns race
and the serious deterioration of the international situation,

Conscious that removal of the threat of nuclear war is
the most acute and urgent task of the present day,

Reiterating that it is the shared responsibility of all
Member States to save succeeding generations from the
scourge ofanother world war, which would inevitably be a
nuclear war,

Recalling the provisions of paragraphs 47 to 50 and 56
to 58 of the Final Document of the Tenth Special Session
of the General AssemblY,lo regarding the procedures
designed to secure the avoidance of nuclear war,

Recalling also that at the Seventh Conference of Heads
ofState or Government of Non-AIigned Countries, held at
New Delhi from 7 to 12 March 1983, it was stated that
nuclear weapons were more than weapons of war, they
were instruments of mass annihilation,76 and that at the
Conference ofMinisters of Foreign Affairs of Non-AIigned
Countries held at Luanda from 4 to 7 September 1985, it
was stated that measures for the prevention of nuclear war
and for nuclear disarmament must take into account the
security interests of nuclear-weapon and non-nuclear
weapon States alike and ensure that the survival of man
kind is not endangered,77

Recallingfurther its resolutions 36/81 B of 9 December
1981, 37/78 I of 9 December 1982, 38/183 G of 20
December 1983 and, in particular, its resolution 39/148 P
of 17 December 1984, in which it expressed its conviction
that, in view of the urgency· of this matter and the inade
quacy or insufficiency ofexisting measures, it is necessary
to devise suitable steps to expedite effective action for the
prevention of nuclear war, and again requested the Con-
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ference on Disarmament to undertake, as a matter of the
highest priority, negotiations with a view to achieving
agreement on appropriate and practical measures for the
prevention of nuclear war,

Having considered the report of the Conference on Dis
armament on its 1985 session,9s

Noting with grave concern that the Conference on Dis
armament was once again unable to start negotiations on
the question during its 1985 session,

Taking into account the deliberations on this item at its
fortieth session,

Convinced that the prevention of nuclear war and the
reduction ofthe risk ofnuclear war are matters ofthe high
est priority and of vital interest to an peoples ofthe world,

Also convinced that the prevention of nuclear war is a
problem too important to be left to the nuclear-weapon
States alone,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,l04
I. Notes with regret that, despite the fact tlmt the Con

ference on Disarmament has discussed the question of the
prevention of nuclear war for several years, it has been
unable even to establish a subsidiary body to consider
appropriate and practical measures to prevent it;

2. Reiterates its conviction that, in view of the urgency
of this matter and the inadequacy or insufficiency ofexist
ing measures, it is necessary to devise suitable steps to
expedite effective action for the prevention ofnuclear war;

3. Again requests the Conference on Disarmament to
undertake, as a matter of the highest priority, negotiations
with a view to achieving agreement on appropriate and
practical measures for the prevention ofnuclear war and to
establish for that purpose an ad hoc committee on the sub
ject at the beginning of its 1986 session;

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Prevention of nuclear
war".

• 17th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

40/153. Implementation of the Declaration of the
Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace

The General Assembly,
Recalling the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone

of Peace, contained in its resolution 2832 (XXVI) of 16
December 1971, and recalling also its resolutions 2992
(XXVII) of 15 December 1972, 3080 (XXVIII) of 6
December 1973, 3259 A (XXIX) of 9 Decem.ber 1974,
3468 (XXX) of II December 1975, 31188 of 14 December
1976, 32/86 of 12 December 1977, S-IO/2 of 30 June
1978,33/68 of 14 December 1978,34/80 A and D of 11
December 1979, 35/l50 of 12 December 1980, 36/90 of9
December 1981, 37/96 of 13 December 1982, 38/185 of
20 December 1983 and 39/149 of 17 December 1984, and
other relevant resolutions,

Recalling further the report of the Meeting of thp Litto
ral and Hinterland States of the Indian 0cean,105

Reaffirming its conviction that concrete action for the
achievement of the objectives of the Declaration of the
Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace would be a substantial
contribution to the strengthening of international peace
and security,

104 Al40/498.
IOS Official Records o/the General Assembly, Thiny-/ounh Session, Supple

ment No. 45 (Al34/45 and Corr.I).
106 See AlAc'159/SR.266-272, 274, 277-279, 281-285, 287 and 288 and

AIAc'1 59/SR.263-292/Corrigendum.

Recalling its decision, taken at its thirty-fourth session
in resolution 34/80 D, to convene a Conference on the
Indian Ocean at Colombo during 1981,

Recalling also its decision to make every effort, in con
sideration of the political and security climate in the
Indian Ocean area and progress made in the
harmonization of views, to finalize, in accordance with its
normal methods of work, all preparations for the Con
ference, including the dates for its convening,

Recalling _~rther its decision, taken at its thirty-ninth
session in resolution 39/149, concerning the convening of
the Conference in the first half of 1986,

Recalling the exchange of views in the Ad Hoc Commit
tee on the Indian Ocean in 1985,106

Noting the exchange of views on the adverse political
and security climate in the region,

Notingfurther the various documents before the AdHoc
Committee,

Convinced that the continued military presence of the
great Powers in the Indian Ocean area, conceived in the
context of their confrontation, gives urgency to the need to
take practical steps for the early achievement of the objec
tives of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of
Peace,

Considering that any other foreign military presence in
the area, whenever it is contrary to the objectives of the
Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace and
the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United
Nations, gives greater urgency to the need to take practical
steps towards the early achievement of the objectives of
the Declaration,

Considering further that the creation of a zone of peace
requires co-operation and agreement among the States of
the region to ensure conditions of peace and security
within the area, as envisaged in the Declaration of the
Indian Ocean as a Zone ofPeace, and respect for the inde
pendence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of the litto
ral and hinterland States,

Calling for the renewal ofgenuinely constructive efforts
through the exercise of the political will necessary for the
achievement of the objectives of the Declaration of the
Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace,

Deeply concerned at the danger posed by the grave and
ominous developments in the area and the resulting sharp
deterioration of peace, security and stability which partic
ularly seriously affect the littoral and hinterland States, as
well as international peace and security,

Convinced that the continued deterioration of the politi
cal and security climate in the Indian Ocean area is an
important consideration bearing on the question of the
urgent convening of the Conference and that the easing of
tension in the area would enhance the prospect of success
being achieved by the Conference,

1. Takes note of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee
on the Indian Ocean107 and the exchange of views in the
Committee;

2. Emphasizes its decision to convene the Conference
on the Indian Ocean at Colombo as a necessary step for
the implementation of the Declaration of the Indian
Ocean as a Zone of Peace, adopted in 1971;

3. Notes that the Ad Hoc Committee has been unable,
during 1985, to complete preparatory work relating to the
convening of the Conference on the Indian Ocean and

107 Official Records o/the General Assembl.v. Fortieth Session. Supplement
No. 29 (A/40129).
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urges the Committee to continue its work with vigour and
determination;

4. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee, taking into
account the political and security climate in the region, to
complete preparatory work relating 10 the Conference on
the Indian Ocean during 1986 in order to enable the open
ing of the Conference at Colombo at an early date soon
thereafter, but not later than 1988, to be decided by the
Committee in consultation with the host country;

5. Emphasizes that the Conference called for in its res
oluti~ 34/80 B and subsequent resolutions and the estab
lishment and maintenance of the Indian Ocean as a zone
of peace require the full and active participation and co
operation of all the permanent members of the Security
Council, the major maritime users and the littoral and hin
terland States;

6. Decides that preparatory work would comprise
organizational matters and substantive issues, including
the provisional agenda for the Conference, rules of proce
dure, participation, stages of the Conference, level of rep
resentation, documentation, consideration of appropriate
arrangements for any international agreements that may
ultimately be reached for the maintenance of the Indian
Ocean as a zone of peace and the preparation of the draft
final document of the Conference;

7. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee at the same time to
seek the necessary harmonization of views on remaining
relevant issues;

8. Requests the Chairman I,fthe Ad Hoc Committee to
consult the Secretary-General, at the appropriate time, on
the establishment of a secretariat for the Conference;

9. Renews tJ1e mandate of the Ad Hoc Committee as
defined in the relevant resolutions, and requests the Com
mittee to intensify its work with regard to the implementa
tion of its mandate;

10. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee to hold three pre
paratory sessions in 1986 ofa duration of two weeks each,
for completion of the preparatory 'work;

. 11. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee to ~ubmit to the
Conference a report on its preparatory work;

12. Requests the Chairman of the Ad Hoc Committee
to continue his consultations on the participation in the
work of the Committee by States Members of the United
Nations that are not members of the Committee, with the
aim of resolving this matter at the earliest possible date;

13. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee to submit to the
General Assembly at its forty-fimt session a full report on
the implementation of the present resolution;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to ren
der all necessary assistance to the Ad Hoc Committee,
including the provision of summary records, in recogni
tion of its preparatory function.

117th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

40/154. World Disarmament Conference

The General Assembly,
Recalling hs resolutions 2833 (XXVI) of 16 December

1971, 2930 (XXVII) of 29 November 1972, 3183
(XXVIII) of 18 December 1973, 3260 (XXIX) of 9
December 1974,3469 (XXX) of II December 1975,31/
190 of 21 December 1976, 32/89 of 12 December 1977,
33/69 of 14 December 1978, 34/81 of II December 1979,
35/151 ofl2 December 1980,36/91 of9 December 1981,

I08/bid., Supplement No. 28 (N40128).

37/97 of 13 December 198i, 38/186 of20 December 1983
and 39/150 of 17 December 1984,

Reiterating its conviction that all the peoples of the
world have a vital interest in the success of disarmament
negotia'..>Ds and that all States should be in a position to
contribute to the adoption of measures for the achieve
ment of this goal,

Stressing anew its conviction that a world disarmament
conference, adequately prepared and convened at an
appropriate time, could provide the realization of such an
aim and that the co-operation ofall nuclear-weapon Pow
ers would considerably facilitate its attainment,

Taking note of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee on
the World Disarmament Conference,108

Recalling that, in paragraph 122 of the Final Document
of the Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly,1O it
decided that, at the earliest appropriate time, a world dis
armament conference mould be convened with universal
participation and with adequate preparation,

Recalling also that, in paragraph 23 of the Declaration
of the 1980s as the Second Disarmament Decade, con
tained in the annex to its resolution 35/46 of 3 December
1980, the General Assembly considered it pertinent also to
recall that in paragraph 122 of the Final Document of the
Tenth Special Session it had stated that at the earliest
appropriate time a world disarmament conference should
be convened with universal participation and with ade
quate preparation,

l. Notes with satisfaction that, in paragraph 14 of its
report to the General AssemblY,108 the Ad Hoc Committee
on the World Disarmament Conference stated the follow
ing:

"Having regard for the important requirements of a
world disarmament conference to be convened at the
earliest appropriate time, with universal participation
and with adequate preparation, the General Assembly
should take up the question at its fortieth session for fur
ther consideration, bearing in mind the relevant provi
sions ofresolution 36/91, adopted by consensus, in par
ticular paragraph 1ofthat resolution, and resolution 39/
150, also adopted by consensus";
2. Renews the mandate Of the Ad Hoc Committee;
3. Requests the Ad Hot: Committee to continue to

maintain clos,; contact with the representatives of the
nuclear-weapon ~tates in order to remain currently
informed oftheir positions, as well as with all other States,
and to consider any relevant comments and observations
which might be made to the Committee, especially bearing
in mind paragraph 122 of the Final Document of the
Tenth Special Session of the General Assembly;

4. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee to report to the
G~neral Assembly at its forty-first session;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "World Disarmament
Conference".

117th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

40/155.. Relationship between disarmament and
development

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 38171 B of 15 December 1983

and 39/160 of 17 December 1984,
Recalling, in particular, its decision to convene an Inter

national Confer~n~ on the Relationship between Disarm-
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thor.)· ....;. preparation and should take decisions by con
sensus, and to set up a Preparatory Committee for the
Conference, which should formulate and submit, by con
sensus, to the General Assembly, at its fortieth session,
recommendations as to the provisional agenda, procedure,
place, date and duration of the Conference,

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the Pre
paratory Committee for the International Conference on
the Relationship between Disarmament and Develop
ment109 and approves the recommendations contained
therein;

2. Recommends for adoption by the International
Conference on the Relationship between Disarmament
and Development the following provisional agenda drawn
up by t!te Preparatory Committee:

1. Opening of the Conference
2. Election of the President
3. Adoption of the rules of procedure
4. Election of the other officers
5. . Credentials of the representatives to the Con

ference:
(a) Appointment of the Credentials Committee;
(b) Report of the Credentials Committee

6. Adoption of the agenda
7. Organization of work
8. Consideration of the relationship between disarm

ament and development in all its aspects and
dimensions with a view to reaching appropriate
conclusions

9. Consideration of the implications of the level and
magnitude of military expenditures, in particular
those ofnuclear-weapon States and other militarily
important States, for the world economy and the
international economic and social situation, partic
ularly for the developing countries, and fonnula
tion of appropriate recommendations for remedial
measures

10. Consideration of ways and means of releasing
additional resources, through disarmament meas
ures, for development purposes, in particular for
the benefit of developing countries

11. Adoption of the final document of the Conference
12. Adoption of the report of the Conference to the

General Assembly;
3. Also recommends for adoption by the Conference

the proposals relating to procedure contained in the report
of the Preparatory Committee; 110

4. Expresses its appreciation to the Government of
France for its invitation to act as host to the Conference,
and accordingly decides that the Conference shall be held
nn Paris from 15 July to 2 August 1986;111

5. Requests the Secretary-General to invite all States to
participate in the Conference and to apply, as regards other
participanis and observers, the provisions of section XI of
the provisional rules of procedure for the Conference,
annexed to the report of the Preparatory Committee;

6. Authorizes the Preparatory Committee to hold one
or, if necessary, two additional sessions, each of two
weeks' duration, open to all States and devoted to consid-

109 Ibid., Supplement No. 51 (N40/51).
110 Ibid., sect. III.E.
I11 See also sect. X.B.I. decision 40/473.
112 Subsequently referred to as the Panel of Eminent Personalities on the

Relationship between Disannament and'Development. -
113 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 402. No. 5778. p. 72.

eration ofthe substantive questions included in the agenda
for the Conference;

7. Decides that the second session of the Preparatory
Committee shall be held in New York from I to II April
1986 and that, if necessary, a third session shall be held in
New York in June, taking into account all relevant factors,
including the need for minimizing costs and for adequate
representation;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to appoint the Secre
tary-General of the Conference;

9. Requests the Secretary-General of the Conference to
assist in the tasks provided for in paragraph 19 of the
report of the Preparatory Committee and to ensure imple
mentation of the recommendations contained in para
graphs 20 (documentation), 21 (convening of a panel of
eminent personalities qualified in the field ofdisarmament
and developmentll2 ), 22 (appropriate information to the
General Assembly on the preparatory process) and 23 (dis
semination of information relating to the Conference and
its preparatory work);

10. Requests the organizations of the United Nations
system and the International Atomic Energy Agency to
contribute fully to the preparatory work in the field ofdoe
umentatioa, in conformity with the recommendations
contained in paragraph 20 of the report of the Preparatory
Committee.

117th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

40/156. Question of Antarctica

A

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 38/77 of 15 December 1983

and 39/152 of 17 December 1984,
Having considered the item entitled "Question of Ant

arctica",
Welcoming the increasing international awareness of

and interest in Antarctica,
Bearing in mind the Antarctic Treatyll3 and the signifi

cance of the system it has developed,
Taking into account the debate on this item at its forti

eth session,114

Convinced of the advantages of a better knowledge of
Antarctica,

Affirming the conviction that, in the interest of all man
kind, !'.ntarctica should continue forever to be used exclu
sively for peaceful purposes and that it should not become
the scene or object of international discord,

Recalling the relevant paragraphs of the Economic Dec
laration adopted by the Seventh Conference of Heads of
State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at
New Delhi from 7 to 12 March 1983,115 and of the Final
Political Declaration adopted by the Conference of For
eign Ministers of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Luanda
from 4 to 7 September 1985,116 as well as the resolution on
Antarctica adopted by the Council of Ministers of the
Organization of African Unity at its forty-second ordinary
session, held at Addis Ababa from 10 to 17 July 1985,117

114 Official Records of/he General Assembly. Fortieth Session. First Corn
mi/lee. 48th to 55th meetings; and ibid.• First Com.mi/lee; Sessional Fascicle,
conigendum.

115A/38/1 32-S/1 5675 and Cord and 2. annex. sect. Ill, paras. 122 and
123••, . .

116 N40/854-S/1 76 10 and Corr,l. annex 1. paras. 58-60.
117 N40/666. annex 11. resolution CM/Res.988 (XLII).
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Conscious of the significance of Antarctica to the inter
national community in terms, inter alia, of international
peace and security, economy, environment, scientific
research and meteorology,

Recognizing, therefore, the interest of mankind as a
whole in Antarctica,

Bearing in mind the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea,57

Noting once again with appreciation the study on the
question of Antarctica, I 18

Convinced that it would be desirable to examine further
certain issues affecting Antarctica,

I. Requests the Secretary-General to update and
expand the study on the question ofAntarctica by address
ing questions concerning the availability to the United
Nations of information from the Antarctic Treaty Consul
\ative Parties on their respective activities in ~md their
deliberations regarding Antarctica, the involvement of the
relevant specialized agencies and intergovernmental
organizations in the Antarctic Treaty system and the sig
nificance of the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea in the southern ocean;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to seek the co-opera
tion of all Member States and the relevant specialized
agencies, organs, organizations and bodies of the United
Nations system, 1>1S well as the relevant intergovernmental
and non-governmental bodies, in the preparation of the
updated study by inviting them to transmit, as appropri
ate, their views and any information they may wish to pro
vide;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to submit the study
to the General Assembly at its forty-first session;

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Question of Antarc
tica".

117th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

B

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 38/77 of 15 December 1983

and 39/152 of 17 December 1984,
Having considered the item entitled "Question of Ant

arctica",
Recalling the releY3Ilt paragraphs of the Economic Dec

laration adopted by the Seventh Conference of Heads of
State or Government of Non-Aligned Countries, held at
New Delhi from 7 to 12 March 1983,115 and of the Final
Political Declaration adopted by the Conference of For
eign Ministers of Non-Aligned Countries held at Luanda
from 4 to 7 September 1985,116 as well as the resolution on
Antarctica adopted by the Council of Ministers of the
Organization of African Unity at its forty-second ordinary
session, held at Addis Ababa from to to 17 July 1985,117

Recognizing that the management, exploration and use
of Antarctica should be conducted in accordance with the
purposes and principles of the Charter of the United
Nations and in the interest of maintaining international
peace and security and of promoting international co
operation for the benefit of mankind as a whole,

Aware that negotiations are in progress among the
Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties, with the non-Con
sultative Parties as observers, to which other States are not

118 A!39/583 (Part I) and Corr.I-3 and Al39/583 (Part II) and Corr I,
vols. I-Ill.

privy, with a "iew to establishing a regime regarding
Antarctic minerals,

I. Affirms that any exploitation of the resources of
Antarctica should ensure the maintenance of international
peace and security in Antarctica, the protection ofits envi
ronment, the non-appropriation and conservation of its
resources and the international management and equitable
sharing of the benefits of such exploitation;

2. Invites the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties to
inform the Secretary-General of their negotiations to
establish a regime regarding Antarctic minerals;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly for consideration at its forty-first ses
sion a report containing the replies received from Consul
tative Parties;

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Question of Antarc
tica".

117th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

c
The General Assembly,

Having considered the item entitled "Question of Ant
arctica",

Noting with regret that the racist apartheid regime of 1,_

South Africa, which has been suspended from partidpa- '
tion in the General Assembly of the United Nations, is a
Consultative Party to the Antarctic Treaty, 113

Recalling the interest of African States in Antarctica as
shown by the resolution adopted by the Council of Minis
ters of the Organization of African Unity at its forty
second 'ordinary session, held at Addis Ababa from to to
17 July 1985,117

Recalling further that the Antarctic Treaty is, by its
terms, intended to further the purposes and princi;>les
embodied in the Charter of the Unite~ Nations,

1. Views with concern the continued status of the
apartheid regime of South Africa as a Consultative Party
to the Antarctic Treaty;

2. Urges the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Parties to
exclude the racist apartheid regime of South Africa from
participation in the meetings of the Consultative Parties at
the earliest possible date;

3. Invites the States parties to the Antarctic Treaty to
inform the Secretary-General on the actions taken regard
ing 'the provisions of the present resolution.

117th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

40/157. Strengthening of security and co-operation
in the Mediterranean region

The General Assembly,

I Recalling its resolutions 36/102 of 9 December 1981,
37/118 of 16 December 1982, 38/189 of 20 December
1983 and 39/153 of 17 December 1984,

Recognizing the importance of promoting peace, secu
rity and co-operation in the Mediterranean region and of
strengthening further the economiG, commercial and cul
tural links in the region,
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Expressi1lg concern over persistent and increasing ten
sion in parts of the Mediterranean region and the conse
quent threat to peace,

Deeply con("erned at the recent extension of military
operations to new areas of the Mediterranean and the
grave dangers which these create for peace, security and
general equilibrium in the region,

Considering, in this regard, the urgency for all States to
conform in their actions to the purposes and principles of
the Charter of the United Nations, as well as to the provi
sions ofthe Declaration on Principles ofInternational Law
concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among
States in accordance with the Charter of the United
Nations,99

Reaffirming the need to promote security and to
strengthen co-operation in the region, as provided for in
the Mediterranean chapter of the Final Act of the Con
ference on Security and Co-operation in Europe, signed at
Helsinki on I August 1975,

Recalling the declarations ofsgccessive meetings ofnon
aligned countries concerning the Mediterranean, as well as
official declarations on, and contributions to, peace and
ser:.rity in the Mediterraneap region made by individual
countries,

Reaffirming the primary role pfMediterranean countries
in the promotion ofsecurity and co-operation in the Medi
terranean region,

Recalling, in this connection, the Final Declaration
adopted at Valletta on 11 September 1984 by the Mediter
ranean members of the Movement of Non-Aligned
Countries, I 19 and the commitments assumed by the parti
cipants with the objective of contributing to peace and
security in the region,

Taking note of the fact that a meeting of economic
experts of the Mediterranean members of the Movement
of Non-Aligned Countries was held at VaIletta on 13 and
14 November 1985, in the context of their efforts to
strengthen regional co-operation in various fields,

Taking note of the debate on this item during the vari
ous sessions of the General Assembly,

Taking note also of the note by the Secretary-General120
and of the replies contained therein received in 1985 from
Governments in accordance with General Assembly reso
lution 39/153,

l. Reaffirms:
(a) That the security of the Mediterranean is closely

linked with European security and with international
peace and security;

(b) That further efforts are necessary for the reduction
oftension and ofarmaments and for the creation ofcondi
tions of security and fruitful co-operation in all fields for
all countries and peoples of the Mediterranean, on the
basis of the principles of sovereignty, indepencence, terri
torial integrity, security, non-intervention and non-inter
ference, non-violation of international borders, non-use of
force or threat of use of force, the inadmissibility of the
acquisition of territory by force, peaceful settlement ofdis
putes and respect for permanent sovereignty over' natural
resources;

(c) The need for just and viable solutions of existing
problems and crises in the area on the basis of the provi
sions of the Charter and of relevant fi.wlutions of the
United Nations, the withdrawal of foreign forces of occu
pation and the right of peoples under colonial or foreign
domination to self-determination and independence;

119 A/39/S26-S/167S8 an<i Corr.l, annex.
120 A/40/448 and Corr.1.

2. Welcomes any further communication to the Secre
tary-General, from all States, of proposals, declarations
and recommendations on strengthening peace, security
and co-operation in the Mediterranean region;

3. Urges all States to co-operate with the Mediterra
nean States in the further efforts required to reduce tension
and promote peace, security and co-operation in the region
in accordance with the purposes and principles of the
Charter and with the provisions of the Declaration on
Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Rela
tions and Co-operation among States in accordance with
the Charter of the United Nations;

4. Encourages once again efforts to intensify existing
fornls and to promote new forms of co-operation in vari
ous fields, particularly those aimed at reducing tension and
strengthening confidence and security in the region;

5. Renews its invitation to the Secretary-General. to
give due attention to the question of peace, security and
co-operation in the Mediterranean region and, if requested
to do so, to render advice and assistanCJ; to concerted
efforts by Mediterranean countries in promoting peace,
security and co-operation in the region;

6. Invites the member States of the relevant regional
organizations to lend their support and to submit to the
Secretary-General concrete ideas and suggestions on their
potential contribution to the strengthening of peace and
co-operation in the Mediterranean region;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session, on the basis of
all replies received and notifications submitted in the
implementation of the present resolution and, taking into
account the debate on this question during its fortieth ses
sion, an updated and comprehensive report on the
strengthening of security and co-operation in the Mediter
ranean region;

8. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Strengthening ofsecu
rity and co-operation in the Mediterranean region".

l17th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

40/158. Review of the implementation of the Decla
ration on the Strengthening of International
Security

The General Assembly,

Having considered the item entitled "Review of the
implementation ofthe Declaration on the Strengthening of
International Security",

Taking note of the fifteenth anniversary of the adoption
of the Declaration on the Strengthening of International
Securityl21 and the important role it has played in interna
tional life in strengthening and consolidating peace and
security, as well as promoting co-operation among States
on the basis of the purposes and principles of the United
Nations,

Noting with concern that the provisions of the Declara
tion on the Strengthening of International Security have
not been fully implemented,

Notingfurther with concern that the United Nations sys
tem of collective security has not been used effectively,

Recalling the duty ofStates not to intervene in the inter
nal or external affairs ofany State, in accordance with the
purposes Md principles of the Charter of the United
Nations,

121 Resolution 2734 (XXV).
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Recalling the provisions of the Declaration on Principles
of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and
Co-operation among States in accordance with the Charter
of the United Nations,99

Bearing in mind the provisions of the Declaration on the
Inadmissibility of Intervention and Interference in the
Internal Affairs of States, 122

Recalling the Manila Declaration on the Peaceful Settle
ment of International Disputes,I23

Concerned by the continued escalation of tension in the
world, accompanied by the policy of competition for
spheres of influence, domination and exploitation in more
and more parts of the world, the escalation to new levels of
the arms race, particularly in nuclear weapons, and the
danger of its extension into outer space, all ofwhich pose a
grave threat to global peace and security,

Profoundly disturbed by the increasing recourse to the
use or threat of use of force, military intervention and
interference, aggression and foreign occupation, by the
aggravation of existing crises in the world, by the con
tinued infringement of the independence, sovereignty and
territorial integrity of countries, by the denial of the right
to self-determination of peoples under colonial and foreign
occupation and by attempts to characterize erroneously
the struggles of peoples for independence and human dig
nity as falling within the context of East-West confronta
tion, thus denying them the right to self-determination, to
decide their own destiny and realize their legitimate aspi
rations, by the persistence of colonialism, racism and
apartheid supported by the growing use of military force,
by the intensification and expansion of the scope and fre
quency of manoeuvres and other military activities con
ceived within the context of big-Power confrontation and
used as means of pressure, threat and destabilization, and
by the lack of solutions to the world economic crisis in
which the deeper underlying problems of a structural
nature have been compounded by cyclical factors and
which has further aggravated the inequalities and injus
tices in international economic relations,

Aware of the increasing interdependence among nations
and of the fact that in the present-day world there is no
alternative te a policy of peaceful coexistence, detente and
co-operation among States on the basis of equality, irre
spective of their economic or military power, political and
social systems or size and geographic location,

Reaffirming the role of the United Nations as an indis
pensable forum for negotiations and reaching agreements
on measures to promote and strengthen international
peace and security,

Stressing the need for the main organs of the United
Nations responsible for the maintenance of peace and
security, particularly the Security Council, to contribute
more effectively to the promotion of international peace
and security by seeking solutions to unresolved problems
and crises in the world,

Expressing its satisfaction with the resolute support for
the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United
Nations, which have proved to be of universal validity,
and for the ideals of the United Nations, expressed in th~
context of the commemoration of the fortieth anniversary
of the Organization with the participation of a large
number of heads of States or Government,

I. Reaffirms the validity of the Declaration on the
Strengthening of International Security and calls upon all
States to contribute effectively to its implementation;

122 Resolution 36/103, annex.

2. Urges once again all States to abide strictly, in their
international relations, by their commitment to the Char
ter of the United Nations and, to this end:

(a) To refrain from the use or threat of use of force,
intervention, interference, aggression, foreign occupation
and colonial domination or measures of political and eco
nomic coercion which violate the sovereignty, territorial
integrity, independence and security ofother States as well
as the permanent sovereignty of peoples over their natural
resources;

(b) To refrain from supporting or encouraging any such
act for any reason whatsoever and to reject and refuse rec
ognition of situations brought about by any such act;

3. Calls upon all States, in particular the nuclear
weapon States and other militarily significant States, to
take immediate steps aimed at:

(a) Promoting and using effectively the system of col
lective security as envisaged in the Charter;

(b) Halting effectively the arms race and achieving gen
eral and complete disarmament under effective interna
tional control and, to this end, to start serious, meaningful
and· effective negotiations with a view to implementing the
recommendations and decisions contained in the Final
Document of the Tenth Special Session of the General
Assembly,lQ and to fulfiUing the priority tasks listed in the
Programme of Action set forth in section III of the Final
Document;

4. Invites all States, in particular the major military
Powers and States members of military alliances, to
refrain, especially in critical situations and in crisis areas,
from actions, including military activities and manoeu
vres, conceived within the context of big-Power confronta
tion and used as a means of pressure on, threat to and
destabilization of other States and regions;

5. Expresses its conviction that the gradual military
disengagement of the great Powers and their military alli
ances from various parts of the world should be promoted;

6. Urges all States, in particular the permanent mem
bers of the Security Council, to take all necessary measures
to prevent the further deterioration of the international sit
uation and, to this end:

(a) To seek, through more effective utilization of the
means provided for in the Charter, the peaceful settlement
ofdisputes and the elimination of the focal points ofcrisis
and tension which constitute a threat to international
peace and security;

(b) To proceed without delay to a global consideration
of ways and means for bringing about a revival of the
world economy and for the restructuring of international
economic relations within the framework of the global
negotiations with a view to establishing the new interna
tiop.al economic order;

(c) To accelerate the economic development of devel
oping countries, particularly the least developed ones;

(d) To implement urgently measures agreed upon to
ameliorate the critical economic situation in Africa which
is the result, inter alia, ofpersistent inclement climatic fac
tors;

7. Emphasizes the role that the United Nations has in
the maintenance of peace and security and in economic
and social development and progress for the benefit of all
mankind;

8. Calls upon all States, taking into account the views
expressed at the comm~morative session of the fortieth
anniversary of the United Na'tions, to promote the role of
the General Assembly and the Secretary-General in the

123 Resolution 37/10, annex.
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strengthening of international security, in accordance with
the Charter;

9. Stresses that there is an urgent need to enhance the
effectiveness of the Security Council in discharging its
principal role of maintaining international peace and secu
rity and. to that end, emphasizes the need to examine
mechanisms and working methods on a continued basis in
order to enhance the authority and enforcement capacity
of the Council. in accordauce with the Chcrter;

10. Emphasizes that the Security Council should con
sider holding periodic meetings in specific cases to con
sider and review outstanding problems and crises, thus
enabling the Council to play a more active role in prevent
ing conflicts;

11. Reiterates the need for the Sc.curity Council. in par
ticular its permanent members, to ensure the effective
implementation ofits decisions in compliance with the rel
evant provisions of the Charter;

12. Considers that respect for and promotion of
human rights and fundamental freedoms in their civil,
political, economic, social and cultural aspects, on the one
hand, and the strengthening of international peace and
security, on the other, mutually reinforce each other;

13. Reaffirms the legitimacy of the struggle of peoples
under colonial domination, foreign occupation or racist
regimes and their inalienable right to self-determination
and independence, and urges Member States to increase
their support for and solidarity with them and their
national liberation movements and to take urgent and
effective measures for the speedy completion of the imple
mentation of the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples100 and for the
final elimination of colonialism, racism and apartheid;

14. Calls upon all States, particularly the members of
the Security Council, to take appropriate and effective
measures to promote the fulfilment of the objective ofthe
denuclearization of Africa in order to avert the serious
danger which the nuclear capability ofSouth Africa consti
tutes to the African States, in particular the front-line
States, as well as to international peace and security;

15. Welcomes the continuation of the process within
the framework of the Conference on Security and Co-oper
ation in Europe and expresses the hope that the Stockholm
Conference on Confidence- and Security-building Meas
ures and Disarmament in Europe, the continent with the
greatest concentration of armaments and military forces,
will achieve significant and positive results;

16. Reaffirms that the democratization of international
relations is an imperative necessity enabling, under the
conditions of interdependence, the full development and
independence ofall States as well as the attainment ofgen
uine security, peace and co-operation in the world, and
stresses its firm belief that the United Nations offers the
best framework for the promotion of these goals;

17. Invites Member States to submit their views on the
question of the implementation of the Declaration on the
Strengthening of International Security, and requests the
Secretary-General to submit a report to the General
Assembly at its forty-first session on the basis ofthe replies
received;

18. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Review of the imple-

124 Offidal Records ofthe General Assembly, Thiny-seventh Session, Sup-
plement No. 1 (A/37/1).

125 Ibid., Thiny-eighth Session, Supplement No. 1 (A/38/J).
126 Ibid., Thirty-ninth Session, Supplement No. 1 (A/39/1).
127 Ibid., Fortieth Session, Supplement No. I (A/40/1).
128 See Official Records of the Security Council, Fortieth Year, 2608th

meeting; see also Resolutions and Decisions ofthe Security Council 1985, p.
21. .

mentation of the Declaration on the Strengthening of
International Security".

117th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

40/159. Implementatiml of the collective security
provisions of the Charter of the United
Nations for the maintenance of interna
tional peace and security

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 37/119 of 16 December 1982,

38/191 of 20 December 1983 and 39/158 of 17 December
1984 on the im!:,'~mentation ofthe collective security pro
visions of the Charter of the United Nations for the main
tenance of international peace and security,

Reaffirming that the primary function of the United
Nations, in particular through the Security Council, is the
maintenance of international peace and security,

Stressing that the purposes of the United Nations can be
achieved only under conditions in which States comply
fully with their obligations assumed under the Charter,

Alarmed over the growing tendency ofStates to resort to
the use of force, intervention and interference in the inter
nal affairs ofStates, thus ignoring the Charter and the Dec
laration on Principles of International Law concerning
Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations,99

Concerned that the Security Council has not always been
able to take decisive action for the maintenance ofinterna
tional peace and for resolving international problems,

Recognizing that fundamental approaches to genuine
security include, inter alia, the strengthening ofthe Charter
system of collective security,

Conscious of the important role with which the Security
Council is entrusted in enhancing the collective security
provisions of the Charter for the promotion of peace and
security in the world in 2'Xordance with the Charter,

Regretting that the provisions of the Charter relating to
collective security measures have not been fully imple
mented,

Taking into account, in this connection, the reports of
the Secretary-General on the work of the Organization to
the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh,124 thirty
eighth,125 thirty-ninth126 and fortieth sessions, 127

Also taking into account the statement by the President
of the Security Council at the commemorative session of
the Council on 26 September 1985,128

Recalling the Final Political Declaration adopted by the
Conference of Foreign Ministers of Non-Aligned
Countries, held at Luanda from 4 to 7 September 1985,129

Also recalling the views of the Governments of the five
Nordic countries on the strengthening of the United
Nations,130

Taking note of the note by the Secretary-General on the
implementation of the collective security provisions of the
Charter of the United Nation~ for the maintenance of
international peace and security, 131

Having considered the item entitled, "Implementation
of the collective security provisions of the Charter of the

129 A/40/854-S/l 76 10 and Corr.l, annex 1.
130 A/381271-S/15830, annex. For the printed text, see Official Records of

the Security Council, Thirty-eighth Year, Supplement for April, May and June
1983, document S/15830, annex.

131 A/40/454.
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United Nations for the maintenance ofinternational peace
and security",

1. Regrets that the Ad Hoc Committee on the Imple
mentation of the Collective Security Provisions of the
Charter of the United Nations which the General Assem
bly, by its resolution 38/191, decided to establish for the
purpose ofexploring ways and means of implementing the
said provisions has not been constituted;

2. Requests the President of the General Assembly, as
a matter of urgency, to appoint fifty-four Member States
and on the basis ofconsultation already conducted to con
stitute the membership of the Ad Hoc Committee on the
basis of equitable geographical representation and inclu
ding the permanent members of the Security Council;

3. Requests the Secretary-General urgently to invite
those Member States that have not yet done so to commu
nicate to him not later than 30 April 1986 their views and

comments on the matter and to transmit those ,,;ews and
comments to the Ad Hoc Committee as soon as possible;

4. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee, in considering the
matter, to take due account of the views and comments of
Member States, including their recommendations, and to
submit a progress report to the Security Council for its
consideration and comments and to the General Assembly
at its forty-first session, and a final report to the Assembly
at its forty-second session;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Implementation of the
collective security provisions of the Charter of the United
Nations for the maintenance of international peace and
security".

117th plenary meeting
16 December 1985
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40/160. Effects of atomic radiation

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 913 (X) 00 December 1955, by
which it established the United Nations Scientific Com
mittee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation, and its subse
quent resolutions on the subject, including resolution 39/
94 of 14 December 1984, by which it, inter alia, requested
the Scientific Committee to continue its work,

I For the decisions adopted on the repol1S of the Special Political Commit
tee, see sect. X.B.3.

Taking note with appreciation of the report of the
United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of
Atomic Radiation,2

Reaffirming the desirability of the Scientific Committee
continuing its work,

Concerned about the potentially harmful effects on pres
ent and future generations, resulting from the levels of
radiation to which man is exposed,

2A140/417.
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Conscious of the continued need to examine and com
pile information about atomic and ionizing radiation and
to analyse its effects on man and his environment,

Bearing in mind the decision of the Scientific Commit
tee to submit, as soon as the relevant studies are comple
ted, shorter reports with scientific supporting documents
on the specialized topics mentioned by the Committee,3

I. Commends the United Nations Scientific Commit
tee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation for the valuable
contribution it has been making in the course of the past
thirty years, since its inception, to wider knowledge and
understanding of the levels, effects and risks of atomic
radiation and for fulfilling its original mandate with scien
tific authority and independence ofjudgement;

2. Notes with satisfaction the continued and growing
scientific co-operation between the Scientific Committee
and the United Nations Environment Programme;

3. Requests the Scientific Committee to continue its
work, including its important co-ordinating activities, to
increase knowledge of the levels, effects and risks of ioniz
ing radiation from all sources;

4. Endorses the Scientific Committee's intentions and
plans for its future activities ofscientific review and assess
ment on behalf of the General Assembly;

5. Requests the Scientific Committee to continue at its
next session the review of the important problems in the
field of radia140n and to report thereon to the General
Assembly at its forty-first session;

6. Requests the United Nations Environment Pro
gramr.le to continue providing support for the effective
conduct of the Scientific Committee's work and for the
dissemination of its findings to the General Assembly, the
scientific community and the public;

7. Expresses its appreciation for the assistance ren
dered to the Scientific Committee by Member States, the
specialized agencies, the IntemaQ,onal Atomic Energy
Agency and non-govemmental organizations, and invites
them to increase their co-operation in this field;

8. Invites Member States, the organizations of the
United Nations system and non-governmental organiza
tions concerned to provide further relevant data about
doses, effects and risks from various sources of radiation,
which would greatly help in the preparation of the Scien
tific Committee's future reports to the General Assembly.

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

40/161. Report of tlte Special Committee tu Investi
gate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human
Rights of the Population of the Occupied
Territories

A

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 38/79 A of 15 December 1983
and 39/95 A of 14 December 1984,

Taking note of the report of the International Commit
tee of the Red Cross of 13 December 1983,4

Taking note also of the report of the Secretary-General
of 30 September 1985,s

3Al38/142, para. 5.
4 See Al381735.
SAl40/686.

Taking notefurther ofthe report of the Special Commit
tee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human
Rights of the Population of the Occupied Territories,6

1. Calls upon Israel to release all Arabs arbitrarily
detained andlor imprisoned as a result of their struggle for
self-determination and for the liberation of their terri
tories;

2. Notes the initial release of Ziyad Abu Eain, among
others, from prison on 20 May 1985;

3. Deplores the Israeli subsequent arbitrary detention
of Ziyad Abu Eain and others;

4. Demands that the Government of Israel, the occu
pying Power, rescind its action against Ziyad Abu Eain and
others and release them immediately;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly as soon as possible and not later than the
beguming of its fort. -first session on the implementation
of the present resolution.

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

B

The General Assembly,
Recalling Security Council resolution 465 (1980) of 1

March 1980, in which, inter alia, the Council affirmed that
the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection ofCivil
ian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949,7 is appli
cable to the Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967,
including Jerusalem,

Recalling also its resolutions 3092 A (XXVIII) of 7
December 1973, 3240 B (XXIX) of 29 November 1974,
3525 B (XXX) of 15 December 1975, 31/106 B of 16
December 1976, 32/91' A of 13 December 1977, 33/113 A
of 18 December 1978, 34/90 B of 12 December 1979, 35/
122 A of 11 December 1980, 36/147 A of 16 December
1981, 37/88 A of 10 December 1982, 38/79 B of 15
December 1983 and 39/95 B ~f 14 December 1984,

Considering that the promotion ofrespect for the obliga
tions arising from the Charter of the United Nations and
other instruments and rules of international law is among
the basic purposes and principles of the United Nations,

Bearing in mind the,provisions of the Geneva Conven
tion,

Noting that Israel and the Arab States whose territories
have been occupied by Israel since June 1967 are parties to
that Convention,

Taking into account that States parties to the Conven
tion undertake, in accordance with article I thereof, not
only to respect but also to ensure respect for the Conven
tion in all circumstances,

I. Reaffirms that the Geneva Convention relative to
the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12
August 1949, is applicable to the Palestinian and other
Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967, including
Jerusalem;

2. Condemns once again the failure of Israel, the occu
pying Power, to acknowledge the applicability ofthat Con
vention to the territories it has occupied since 1967, inclu
ding Jerusalem;

3. Strongly demands that Israel acknowledge and com
ply with the provisions of that Convention in the Palestin-

6 See Al401702.
7 United Nations. Treaty Series. vo!. 75, No. 973, p. 287.
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ian and other Arab territories it has occupied since 1967,
including Jerusalem;

4. Urgerdy calls upon all States parties to that Conven
tion to exert all efforts in order to ensure respect for and
compliance with its provisions in the Palestinian and other
Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967, including
Jerusalem;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session on the implementa
tion of the present resolution.

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

c
The General Assembly,

Recalling Security Council resolution 465 (1980) of I
March 1980,

Recalling also its resolutions 32/5 of 28 October 1977,
33/113 B of 18 December 1978,34/90 C of 12 December
1979, 35/122 B of II December 1980, 36/147 B of 16
December 1981, 37/88 B of 10 December 1982,38/79 C
of 15 December 1°;S3 and 39/~5 C of 14 December 1984,

Expressing grave anxiety and concern at the present seri
ous situation in the occupied Palestinian and other Arab
territOries, including Jerusalem, as a result of the con
tinued Israeli occupation and the measures and actions
taken by Israel, the occupying Power, designed to change
the legal status, geographical nature and demographic
composition of those territories,

Confirming that the Geneva Convention relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12
August 1949,7 is applicable to all Arab territories occupied
since June 1967, including Jerusalem,

I. Determines that all such measures and actions taken
by Israel in the Palestinian and other Arab territories occu
pied since 1967, including Jerusalem, are in violation of
the relevant provisions ofthe Geneva Convention relative
to the Protection ofCivilian Persons in Time ofWar, of 12
August 1949, and constitute a serious obstacle to the
efforts to achieve a comprehensive, just and lasting peace
in the Middle East and therefore have no legal validity;

2. Strongly deplores the persistence ofIsrael in carrying
out such measures, in particular the establishment of set
tlements in the Palestinian and other occupied Arab terri
tories, including Jerusalem;

3. Demands that Israel comply strictly with its interna
tional obligations in accordance with the principles of
international law and the provisions of the Geneva Con
vention;

4. Demands once more that Israel, the occupying
Power, desist forthwith from taking any action which
would result in changing the legal status, geographical
nature or demographic composition of the Palestinian and
other Arab territories occupied since 1967, including Jeru
salem;

5. Urgently ca/Is upon all States parties to the Geneva
Convention to respect and to exert all efforts in order to
ensure respect for and compliance with its provisions in all
Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967, including
Jerusalem;

8 ResOlution 217 A (Ill).
9See Official Records ofthe Economic and Social Council. 1983, Supple

ment No. 3 (El I983/13 and Corr.I), chap. XXVII, sect. A.
10 Ibid., 1984, Supplement No. 4 (ElI984/14 and Carr.I), chap. 11, sect. A.

6. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session on the impleqtenta-
tion of the present resolution. ,- . •

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

D

The General Assembly,
Guided by the purposes and principles of the Chaftier of

the United Nations and by the principles and provisions of
the Universal DecIar78tion of Human Rights,8

Bearing in mind the provisions of the Geneva Com'en
tion relative to the Protection ofCivilian Persons mTime
of War, of 12 August ~ 949,7 as well as of other relevant
conventions and regulations,

Reca/lingall its resolutions on the subject, in particular,
resolutions 32/91 B andC of 13 December 1977, 33/113 C
of 18 December 1978, 34/90 A of 12 December 1979, 35/
122 C of II December 1980, 36/147 C of 16 December
1981, 37/88 C of 10 December 1982, 38/79 D of 15
December 1983 and 39/95 D of 14 December 1984,

Recalling also the relevant resolutions adopted by the
Security Council, by the Commission on Human Rights,
in particular its resolutions 1983/1 of 15 February 19~3)9

1984/1 of20 February 1984,10 1985/1 A and B of 19 Feb
ruary 1985,11 and 1985/2 of 19 February 1985,11 and by
other United Nations organs concerned and by the special
ized agencies,

Having considered the report of the Special Committee
to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights
of the Population of the Occupied Territories,6 which con
tains, inter alia, self-incriminating public statements made
by officials of Israel, the occupying Power,

Taking note of the letter dated 29 July 1985 from the
Permanent Representative ofJordan addressed to the Sec
retary-General,12 concerning the closing down of the
Roman Catholic Medical Facility Hospice at Jerusalem,

I. Commends the Special Committee to Investigate
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Popu
lation ofthe Occupied Territories for its efforts in perform
ing the tasks assigned to it by the General Assembly and
for its thoroughness and impartiality;

2. Deplores the continued refusal by Israel to allow the
Special Committee access to the occupied territories;

3. Demands that Israel allow the Special Committee
access to the occupied territories;

4. Reaffirms the fact that occupation itselfconstitutes ,a
grave violation of the human rights ,of the ci"ilian popula-
tion of the occupied Arab territories; .

5. Condemns the continued and persistent violation by
Israel of the Geneva Convention relative to the Protection
of Civilian Persons in Time cf War, of 12 August 1949,
and other applicable international instruments, and con
demns in particular those violations which the Convention
designates as "grave breaches" thereof;

6. Declares once more that Israel's grave breaches of
that Convention are war crimes and an affront to human
ity;

7. Reaffirms, in accordance with the Convention, that
the Israeli military occupation of the Palestinian md other
Arab territories is of a temporary nature, thus giving no

11 Ibid., 1985, Supplement No. 22 (Ell 98SI22). chap. 11, sect.A.
12A140/SI7-S/17371. For the printed text, see Official Records of the

Securiiy Council, Fortieth Year, Supplement for July, August and September
1985, document 8/17371.
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12. Demands that Israel desist forthwith from the poli
cies and practices referred to in paragraphs 8, 9 and 10
above;

13. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to take
immediate steps for the return of all dIsplaced Arab and
Palestinian inhabitants to their homes or former places of
residence in the territories occupied by Israel since 1967,
in implementation of Security Council resolution 237
(1967) of 14 June 1967;

14. Urges international organizations, including the
specialized agencies, in particular the International Labour
Organisation, to examine the conditions of Arab workers
in the occupied Palestinian and other Arab territories,
including Jerusalem;

15. Reiterates its call upon all States, in particular
those States parties to the Geneva Convention, in accord
ance with article 1 of that Convention, and upon interna
tional organizations, including the specialized agencies,
not to recognize any changes carried out by Israel in tlle
occupied territories and to avoid actions, inducting those
in the field ofaid, which might be used by Israel in its pur
suit of the policies of annexation and colonization or any
ofthe other policies and practices referred to in the present
resolution;

16. Requests the Special Committee, pending early ter
mination of Israeli occupation, to continue to investigate
Israeli policies and practices in the Arab territories occu
pied by Israel since 1967, to consult, as appropriate, with
the International Committee of the Red Cross in order to
ensure the safeguarding of the welfare and human rights of
the population of the occupied territories and to report to
the Secretary-General as sOl)n as possible and whenever
the need arises thereafter;

17. Requests the Special Committee to continue to
investigate the treatment of civilians in detention in the

.Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967;
18. Condemns israel's refusal to permit persons from

the occupied territories to appear as witnesses before the
Special Committee and to participate in conferences and
meetings held outside the occupied territories;

19. Requests the Secretary-General:
(a) To provide all necessary facilities to the Special

Committee, including those required for its visits to the
occupied territories, with a view to investigating the Israeli
policies and practices. referred to in the present resolution;

(b) To continue to make available additional staff as
may be necessary to assist the Special Committee in the
performance of its tasks;

(c) To ensure the widest circulation of the reports of
the Special Committee and of information regarding its
activities and findings, by all means available through the
Department of Public Information of the Secretariat and,
where necessary, to reprint those reports of the Special
Committee that are no longer available;

(d) To report to the General Assembly at its forty-first
session on the tasks entrusted to him in the present para
graph;

20. Requests the Security Council to ensure Israel's
respect for and compliance with all the provisions of the
Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, in the Pales
tinian and other Arab territories occupied since 1967,
including Jerusalem, and to initiate measures to halt
Israeli policies and practices in those territories;

21. . Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to allow
the reopening of the Roman Catholic Medical Facility
Hospice at Jeru~em in order to continue to provide

right whatsoever to the occupying Power over the terri
torial integrity of the occupied territories;

8. Strongly condemns the following Israeli policies and
practices:

(a) Annexation of parts of the occupied territories,
including Jerusalem;

(b) Imposition of Israeli laws, jurisdiction and admin
istration on the Syrian Golan Heights, which has resulted
in the effective annexation of the Syrian Golan Heights;

(c) Illegal imposition and levy of heavy and dispropor
tionate taxes and duell;

(d) Establishment of new Israeli settlements and
expansion of the existing settlements on private and public
Arab lands, and transfer of an alien population thereto;

(e) Eviction, deportation, expulsion, displacement and
transfer ofArab inhabitants of the occupied territories and
denial of their right to return;

(f) Confiscation and expropriation of private and
public Arab property in the occupied territories and all
other transactions for the acquisition ofland involving the
Israeli authorities, institutions or nationals on the one
hand and the inhabitants or institutions of the occupied
territories on the other;

(g) Excavation and transformation of the landscrpe
and the historical, cultural and religious sites, especially at
Jerusalem;

(h) Pillaging of archaeological and cultural property;
(z) Destruction and demolition of Arab houses;
(J) Collective punishment, mass arrests, administrative

detention and ill-treatment of the Arab population;
(k) Ill-treatment and torture of persons under deten

tion;
(l) Interference with religious freedoms and practices

as well as family rights and customs;
(m) Interference with the system ofeducation and with

the social and economic and health development of the
population in the occupied Palestinian and other Arab ter
ritories;

(n) Interference with the freedom of movement of
i,ndividuals within the occupied Palestinian and other
Arab territories;

(0) Illegal exploitation of the natural wealth, resources
and population of the occupied territories;

9. Condemns also the Israeli repression against and
closing of the educational institutions in the occupied
Syrian Golan Heights, particularly the prohibition of
Syrian textbooks, Syrian educational system, the depriva
tion of Syrian students from pursuing their higher educa
tion in Syrian universities, the denial of the right to return
to Syrian students receiving their higher education in the
Syrian Arab Republic, the forcing of Hebrew on Syrian
students, the imposition of courses that promote hatred,
prejudice and religious intolerance and the dismissal of
teachers, all in clear violation of the Geneva Convention;

10. Strongly condemns the arming of Israeli settlers in
the occupied territories to commit acts of violence against
Arab civilians and the perpetration of acts of violence by
these armed settlers against individuals, causing injury fUld
death and wide-scale damage to Arab property; .

11. Reaffirms that all measures taken by Israel to
change the physical character, demographic composition,
institutional structure or legal status of the occupied terri
tories, or any part thereof, including Jerusalem, are null
and void, and that Israel's policy of settling parts of its
popUlation and new immigrants in the occupied territories
constitutes a flagrant violation of the Geneva Convention
and of the relevant resolutions of the United Nations;
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needed health and medical services to the Arab population
in the city;

22. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Report of the Special
Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the
Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied Terri
tories".

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

E

The General Assembly,
Recall~ng Security Council resolutions 468 (1980) of 8

May 1980,469 (1980) of 20 May 1980 and 484 (1980) of
19 December 1980,

Recalling also its resolutions 36/147 D of 16 December
1981, 37/88 D of 10 December 1982, 38/79 E of 15
December 1983 and 39/95 E of 14 December 1984,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-Gener..'\l of 14
August 1985,13

Deeply concerned at the expulsion by the Israeli military
occupation authorities of th~ Mayor of Halhul, the Mayor
of Hebron who has since died, the Sharia Judge of Hebron
and, in 1985, other Palestinians,

Alarmed by the decision of the Israeli military occupa
tion authorities on 26 October 1985 to expel four Palestin
ian leaders,

Recalling the Geneva Convention relative to the Protec
tion of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August
1949,7 in particular article I and the first pa.l'lignlph ofarti
de 49, which read as follows:

"Article 1
"The High Contracting Parties undertake to respect

and to ensure respect for the prest'l':' /. Convention in· all
circumstances."

"Article 49

"Individual or mass forcible transfers, as well as
deportations of protected persons from occupied terri
tory to the territory ofthe occupying Power or to that of
any other ccuntry, occupied or not, are prohibited,
regardless of their motive ...",
Reaffirming the applicability of the Geneva Convention

to the Palestinian and other Arab territories occupied by
Israel since 1967, including Jerusalem,

I. Strongly condemns Israel, the occupying Power, for
its persistent refusal to com~ly with the relevant resolu
tions of the Security Councii.. and the General Assembly;

2. Demands that the Government of Israel, the occu
pying Power, rescind the illegal measures taken by the
Israeli military occupation authorities in expelling the
Mayor of Halhul, the Sharia Judge of Hebron and, in
1985, other Palestinians and that it facilitate the imme
diate return of the expelled Palestinians so that they can,
inter alia, resume the functions for which they were elected
and appointed;

3. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to rescind
its illegal decision taken on 26 October 1985 and refrain
from deporting the four Palestinian leaders;

4. Further calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to
cease forthwith the expulsion of Palestinians and to abide
scrupulously by the provisions of the Geneva Convention

13 A!40/541.

relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of
War, of 12 August 1949;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly as soon as possible and not later than the
beginning of its forty-first session on the implementation
of the present resolution.

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

F

The General Assembly,
Deeply concerned that the Arab territories occupied

since 1967 have been under continued Israeli military
occupation,

Recalling Security Council resolution 497 (1981) of 17
December 1981,

Recalling also its resolutions 361226 B of 17 I"lecember
1981, ES-9/i of5 February 1982, 37/88 E of If "";ccmber
1982, 38/79 F of 15 December 1983 and 39/:'., F of 14
December 1984,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General of
18 September 1985,14

Recalling its previous resolutions, in particular resolu
tions 3414 (XXX) of 5 December "i'75, 31/61 of 9
December 1976,32120 of2S Novembc. 1977,33/28 anC;;
33129 of 7 December 1978, 34170 of 6 December 1979
and 35/122 E of II December 1980, in which it, inter alia,
called upon Israel to put an end to its occupation of the
Arab territories and to withdraw from all those territories,

Reaffirming once more the illegality of Israel's decision
of 14 December 1981 to impose its laws, jurisdiction and
administration on the Syrian Oolan Heights, which has
resulted in the effective annexation of that territory,

ReoJjirming that the acquisition of territory by force is
inadmissible under the Charter of the United Nations and
that all territories thus occupied by Israel must be
returned,

Recalling the Geneva Convention relative to the Protec
tion of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August
1949,'

I. Strongly condemns Israel, the occupying Power, for
its refusal to comply with the relevant resolutions of the
General Assembly and the Security Council, particularly
Council resolution 497 (1981), in which the Council, inter
alia, decided that the Israeli decision to impose its laws,
jurisdiction and administration on the occupied Syrian
Golan Heights was null and void and without intema
tionallegal effect and demanded that Israel, the occupying
Power, should rescind forthwith its decision;

2. Condemns the persistence of Israel in changing the
physical character, demographic composition, institu
tional structure and legal status of the occupied Syrian
Arab Golan Heights;

3. Determines that all legislative and administrative
measures and actions taken or to be taken by Israel, the
occupying Power, that purport to alter the character and
legal status of the Syrian Golan Heights are null and void
and constitute a flagrant violation of international law and
of the Oeneva Convention relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949, and
have no legal effect;

4. Strongly condemns Israel for its attempts and meas
ures to impose forcibly Israeli citizenship and Israeli iden-

14 A/40/649and Add.l.
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tity cards on the Syrian citizens in the occupied Syrian
Arab GoIan Heights and calls upon it to desist from its
repressive measures against the population of the Syrian
Arab Golan Heights;

5. Calls once again upon Member States not to recog
nize any of the legislative or administrative measures and
actions referred t'l above;

6. Requests the Secre-w.r'j-·General to submit to the
General Assembly at its forty-fir:t session a report on the
implementation )f the present rewlution.

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

G

The General Assembly,

Bearing in mind the Geneva Convention relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12
August 1949,7

Deeply concerned at the continued harassment by Israel,
the occupying Power, against educational institutions in
the occupied Palestinian territories,

Recalling its resolutions 38/79 G of 15 December 1983
and 39/95 G of 14 December 1984,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General of 14
August 1985,15

Taking note of the relevant decisions adopted by the
Executive Board of the United Nations Educational, Sci
entific and Culttm!l Organization concerning the educa
tional and cultural situation in the occupied territories,

I. Reaffirms the applicability of the Geneva Conven
tion relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time
of War, of 12 August 1949, to the Palestinian and other
Arab territories occupied by Israel since 1967, including
Jerusalem;

2. Condemns Israeli policies and practices against
Palestinian students and faculties in schools, universities
and other educational institutions in the occupied Pales
tinian territories, especially the policy of opening fire on
defenceless students, causing many casualties;

3. Condemns the systematic Israeli campaign of
repression against and closing of universities and other
educational and vocational institutions in the occupied
Palestinian territories, restricting and impeding the aca
demic activities of Palestinian universities by subjecting
the selection of courses, textbooks and educational pro
grammes, the admission of students and the appointment
of faculty members to the control and supervision of the
military occupation authorities, in clear contravention of
the Geneva Convention;

4. Demands that Israel, the occupying Power, comply
with the provisions of that Convention, rescind all actions
and measures against all educational institutions, ensure
the freedom of those institutions and refrain forthwith
from hindering the effective operation of the universities
and other educational institutions;

5. Requests the Secretary-Gtlleral to report to the Gen-'
era} Assembly as soon as possible and not later than the

15 A/40/542.
16 Al40/621 and Corr.1.
17 Si:e Report o/the Second United Nations Conference on the Exploration

/lnd Peact/ul Uses o/Outer Space. Vienna, 9·21 August 1981 (AlCONF.• OII
IQ and Corr.1 and 2).

180Jlic,al Records 0/ the Gmeral Assembly. Fortieth Session. Supplement
No. 20(Al40120 and Corr.L.

beginning of its forty-first session on the implementation
of the present resolution.

118th plenary meeting
16 December 198:5

40/162. Internstil)oal co-operation in the peaceful
uses of oHter space

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 39/96 of 14 December 1984,

Deeply convinced of tb.e common interest of mankind in
promoting the explon>.tion and use of outer space for
peaceful purposes and in continuing efforts to extend to all
States the benefits derived therefrom, and of the impor
tance of international co-operation in this field, for which
the United Nations should continue to provide a focal
point,

Reaffirming the importance of international co-opera
tion in developing the rule of law, including the relevant
norms of space law, for the advancement and preservation
of tlie exploration and peaceful uses of outer space,

Gravely concerned at the extension of an arms race into
outer space,

Recognizing that all States, in particular those with
major space capabilities, should contribute actively to the
goal ofpreventing an arms ~lce in outer space as an essen
tial condition for the promotion of international co-opera
tion in the exploration and uses ofouter space for peaceful
purposes,

Aware of the need to increase the benefits of space tech
nology and its applications and to contribute to an orderly
growth of space activities favourai>le to the socio-econo
mic advancement of mankind, in particular the peoples of
deveiopifig countries,

To.king note of the progress achieved in the further
development ofpeaceful space exploration and application
as well as in various national and co-operative space proj
ects, which contribute to international co-operation in this
field,

Taki,. g note also of the report of the Secretary-General 16

on the implementation of the recommendations of the
Second United Nations Conference on the Exploration
and Peaceful Uses of OuJer Space, 17

Having considered the report of the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space on the work of its twenty
eighth session,18

I. Endorses the report of the Committee on the Peace
ful Uses of Outer Space;

2. Invites States that have not yet become parties to the
international treaties governing the uses ofouter spacel9 to
give consideration to ratifying or acceding to those treaties;

3. Notes that the Legal Sub-Committee of the Com
mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space at its twenty
fourth session, in its working groups, continued:

(a) It3 detailed consid~ration of the legal implications
of remote sensing of the Earth from space, with the aim of
formulating draft principles relating to remote sensing;

19 Treaty on Principles Governinll the Activities of States in the Explora
tion Ilnd Use of Outer Space, includmg the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies
(resolutIon 2222 (XXI), annex); Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the
Return of Astronauts and the Return of Objects launched into Outer Space
(resolution 2345 (XXII), annex); Convl!ntion on International Liability for
Damage Caused by Space Objects (resolution 2777 (XXVI), annex); Conven
tion 0.1 Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space (resolution 3235
(XXIX), annex); Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon
and Other Celestial Bodies (resolution 34/68, annex). .

(b) Its considerati
ing the norms of int
nuclear power source

(c) Its considerati
tion and delimitation
and utilization of th
sideration of ways
equitable use of the g
to the role of the Inte

4. Endorses the
on the Peaceful Uses
Committee at its twe
account the concerns
developing countries,

(a) Continue its
implications of remo
with the aim of fina .

(b) Undertake the
vant to the use of nu

(c) Continue its co
definition and delim
character and utilizati
ding consideration 0
rational and equitable
out prejudice to the r
nication Union;

5. Notes that the
mittee on the Peacefu
second session contin

(a) Its consideratio
ity basis:

(i) United Natio
tions and the
within the Un

(ii) Implementati
Second Unite
ration and Pea
In this context..
urgent to impl
tions:
a. All countri

use the te
studies in ~

b. Data ban~
should be
internation
be establis
ordination;

c. The Unite
tion of a
regional le
institutions
necessary
centres sh
financial in

(iii) Questions relat
by satellites;

(iv) Use of nuclear
(b) Its consideratio
(i) Questions relat"

and their impli
(ii) Examination of

attributes of the
6. Endorses the rec

on the Peaceful Uses of



IV. Resolutions adopted OD the r.eports of the Special Political Committee

!l

(b) Its consideration of the possibility of supplement
ing the norms of international law relevant to tt~ use of
nuclear power sources in outer space;

(c) Its consideration of matters relating to the defini
tion and delimitation Ilf outer space and to the character
and utilization of the geostationary orbit, including con
sideration of ways and hleaIlS to ensure the rational and
equitable use of the geostationary orbit, without prejudice
to the role of the International Telecommunication Union;

4. Endorses the recommendations of the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space that the Legal Sub
Committee at its twenty-fifth session should, taking into
account the concerns of all countries, particularly those of
developing countries, in its working groups:

(a) Continue its detailed consideration of the legal
implications of remote sensing of the Earth from space,
with the aim of finalizing the draft set of principles;

(b) Undertake the elaboration of draft principles rele
vant to the use of nuclear power sources in outer space;

(c) Continue its consideration ofmatters relating to the
definition and delimitation of outer space and to the
character and utilization of the geostationary orbit, inclu
ding consideration of ways and means to ensure the
rational and equitable use of the geostationary orbit, with
out prejudice to the role of the International Telecommu
nication Union;

5. Notes that the Scientific and Technical Sub-Com
mittee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space at its twenty
second session continued:

(a) Its consideration of the following items on a prior
ity basis:

(i) United Nations Programme on Space Applica
tions and the co-ordination of space activities
within the United Nations system;

(ii) Implementation of the recommendations of the
Second United Nations Conference on the Explo
ration and Peaceful Uses f)f Outer Space;
In this context. it was noted that it was particularly
urgent to implement the following recommenda
tions:
a. All countries should have the opportunity to

use the techniques iesulting from medical
studies in space;

b. Data banks at the national and regional levels
should be strengthened and expanded and an
international space information service should
be established to function as a centre of co
ordination;

c. The United Natinns should support the crea
tion of adequate training centres at the
regional level, linked, whenever possible, to
institutions implementing space programmes;
necessary funding for the development of such
centres should be made available through
financial institutions;

(iii) Questions relating to remote sensing of the Earth
by satellites;

(iv) Use of nuclear power sources in outer space;
(b) Its consideration of the following items:
(i) Questions relating to space transportation systems

and their implications for future activities in space;
(ii) Examination of the physical nature and technical

attributes of the geostatic'nary orbit;
6. Endorses the recommendations of the Committee

on the Peaceful Uses ofOuter Space that the Scientific and
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Technical Sub-Committee at its twenty-third session,
taking into account the concerrs of all countries, particu
larly those of developing countl."ies, should:

(a) Consider the following items on a priority basis:
(i) United Nations Programme on Space Applica

tions and the co-ordination of space activities
within the United Nations system;

(ii) Implementation of the recommendations of the
Second United Nations Conference on the Explo
ration and Peaceful Uses of Outer Space;
In this context, it is particularly urgent to imple
ment the following recommendations:
a. All countries should have the opportunity to

use the techniques resulting from medical
studies in space;

b. Data banks at the national and regional levels
should be strengthened and expanded and an
international space information service should
be established to function as a centre of co
ordination;

c. The United Nations should support the crea
tion of adequate training centres at the
regional level, linked, whenever possible, to
institutions implementing space programmes;
necessary funding for the de"elopment of such
centres should be made available through
financial institutions;

d. The United Nations should organize a fellow
ship programme through which selected grad
uates or post-graduates from developing
countries should get in-depth, long-term expo
sure tQ space technology or applications; it is
also desirable to encourage the availability of
opportunities for such exposures on other
bilateral and multilateral bases outside the
United Nations system;

(iii) Questions relating to remote sensing of the Earth
by satellites;

(iv) Use of nuclear power sources in outer space;
(b) Consider the following items:
(i) Questions relating to space transportation systems

and their implications for future activities in space;
(ii) Examination of the physical nature and technical

attributes of the geostationary orbit;
7. Endorses also the recommendations of the Commit

tee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space:
(a) That there should be a continued consideration in

the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee of the item
relating to life sciences, including space medicine;

(b) That, for the twenty-third session of the Scientific
and Technical Sub-Committee, the Committee on Space
Research and the International Astronautical Federation
should be invited to submit reports and arrange a special
presentation on progress in the geosphere-biosphere pro
gramme;

(c) That the Scientific and Technical Sub-Committee
should, at its twenty-third session, give special attention to
the theme "Remote sensing for developing countries"
selected in accordance with the procedure recommended
by the Sub-Committee at its twenty-second session and
that the Committee on Space Research and the Interna
tional Astronautical Federation should be invited to make
presentations in accordance with this theme;

8. Endorses the United Nations Programme on Space
Applications for 1986, as proposed to the Committee an
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the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space by the Expert on Space
Applications;20

9. Emphasizes the urgency and importance of imple
menting fully the recommendations of the Second United
Nations Conference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses
of Outer Space as early as possible;

10. Reqffirms its approval of the recommendation of
the Conference regarding the establishment and strength
ening of regional mechanisms of co-operation and their
promotion and creation through the United Nations sys
tem;

11. Expresses its appreciation to all Governments that
made or expressed their intention to make contributions
towards carrying out the recommendations of the Con
ference;

12. Invites all Governments to take effective action for
the implementation of the recommendations of the Con
ference;

13. Urges all States, in particular those with major
space capabilities, to contribute actively to tbe goal of pre
venting an arms race in outer space as an essential condi
tion for the promotion of international co-operation in the
exploration and uses of outer space for pe14ceful purposes;

14. Takes note of the views expressed and documents
circulated during the twenty-eighth sessio,n ofthe Commit
tee on the Peaceful Uses ofOuter Space fmd during the for
tieth session ofthe General Assembly concerning ways and
means of maintaining outer space for peaceful purposes;

15. Requests the Committee an the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space to continue to oonsider, as a matter of prior
ity, ways and means of ma1JDtaining 'outer space for peace
ful purposes and to report thereon to the General Assem
bly at its forty-first session;

16. Endorses the recommenda,tion of the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space that the following
three studies proposed by the Second United Nations Con
ference on the Exploration and Peaceful Uses of Outer
Space should, together with the comments made thereon
during the twenty-second session of the Scientific and
Tec~cal Sub-Committee, be called to the attention of
Governments of all Member States, specialized agencies
and other organizations of the United Nations system:

(a) Assistance to countries in studying their remote
sensing needs and assessing appropriate systems for meet
ing such needs;

(b) The feasibility ofusing direct broadcasting satellites
for educational purposes and of internationally or region
ally owned space segments;

(c) The feasibility of obtaining closer spacing of satel
lites in the geostationary orbit and their satisfactory coex
istence, including a closer examination of techno-econo
mic implications, particularly for developing countries, in
order to ensure the most effective utilization of this orbit
in the interest of all countries;

17. Also endorses the recommendation of the Commit
tee on the Peaceful Uses ofOuter Space with regard to pos
sible further studies as set out in paragraph 48 ofthe report I

of the Committee,18 bearing in mind in particular the .
needs of the developing countries;

18. Endorses the decision of the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space to grant, at their request,
permanent observer status to the International Telecom
munications Satellite Organization (INTELSAn and to

20 See AlAC.IOS/348, para. 39.

the International System and Organization of Space Com
munications (INTERSPUTNIK);

19. Affirms that the interference that satellite systems
to be newly established may cause to systems already reg
istered with the International Telecommunication Union
shall not exceed the limits specified in the relevant provi
sion ofthe International Telecommunication Union Radio
Regulations applicable to space services;

20. Requests all organs, organizations and bodies of
the United Nations system and other intergovernmental
organizations working in the field of outer space or on
space-related matters to co-operate in the implementation
of the recommendations of the Conference;

21. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session on the imple
mentation of the recommendations of the Conference;

22. Requests the specialized agencies and other inter
national organizations to continue and, where appropriate.
enhance their co-operation with the Committee on the
Peaceful Uses of Outer Space and to provide it with pro
gress reports on their work relating to the peaceful uses of
outer space;

23. Requests the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of
Outer Space to continue its work. in accordance with the
present resolution, to consider, as appropriate, new proj
ects in auter space activities and to submit a report to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session, including its
views on which subjects should be studied in the future.

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

40/163. Comprehensive review of the wb91e qoestion
of peace-keeping operations in all their
aspects

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 2006 (XIX) of 18 February
1965, 2053 A (XX) of 15 December 1965, 2249 (S-V) of
23 May 1967,2308 (XXII) of 13 December 1967, 2451
(XXIII) of 19 December 1968,2670 (XXV) of8 Decem
ber 1970, 2835 (XXVI) of 17 December 1971, 2965
(XXVII) of 13 December 1972, 3091 (XXVIII) of 7
December 1973, 3239 (XXIX) of 29 November 1974,
3457 (XXX) of 10 Derember 1975, 31/105 of 15 Decem
ber 1976, 32/106 of 15 December 1917, 33/114 of 18
December 1978, 34/53 of23 November 1979,351121 of
II December 1980, 36/37 of 18 November 1981, 37/93 of
10 December 1982, 38/81 of 15 December 1983 and 39/
97 of 14 December 1984,

Awaiting the issuance of the report of the Special Com
mittee on Peace-keeping Operations to the General
Assembly at its forty-first session,

I. Reqffirms and renews the mandate given to the Spe
cial Committee on Peace-keeping Operations by the rele
vant resolutions of the General Assembly;

2. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Comprehensive
review of the whole question of peace-keeping operations
in all their aspects".

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985
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40/164. Questions relating to information

A

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 3535 (XXX) of 17 December

1975, 31/139 of 16 December 1976, 33/115 A to C of 18
December 1978, 341181 and 341182 of 18 December
1979, 35/201 of 16 December 1980, 36/149 B of 16
December 1981, 37/94 B of IQ December 1982,38/82 B
of 15 December 1983 and 39/98 A of 14 December 1984,
on questions relating to information,

Recalling article 19 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights,8 which provides that everyone has the
right to freedom of opinion and expression and that this
right includes freedom to hold opinions without interfer
ence and to seek, receive and impart information and
ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers, and
article 29, which stipulates that these rights and freedoms
may in no case be exercised contrary to the purposes and
principles of the United Nations,

Recalling also articles 19 and 20 of the International
Covenant on Civil and PolitiCal Rights,21

Recalling the relevant provisions of the Declarations of
the Sixth and Seventh Conferences of Heads of State or
Government of Non-Aligned Countries held at Havana
from 3 to 9 September 197922 and at New Delhi from 7 to
12 March 198323 as well as the Final Documents of the
Conference of the Ministers of Information of Non
Aligned Countries, held at Jakarta from 26 to 30 January
1984,24 and the relevant provisions of the Final Political
Declaration adopted by the Conference of Ministers for
Foreign Affairs of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Luanda
from 4 to 7 September 1985,25 in which the importance of
the establishment of a new world information and com
munication order was stressed anew,

Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of
I May 1974, containing the Declaration and the Pro
gramme ofAction on the Establishment ofa New Interna
tional Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December
1974, containing the Charter of Economic Rights and
Duties of States, and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975
on development aJnd international economic co-operation,

Recalling the Declaration on Fundamental Principles
concerning the Contribution of the Mass Media to
Strengthening Peace and International Understanding, to
the Promotion of Human Rights and to Countering
Racialism, Apartheid and Incitement to War,26 adopted on
28 November 1978 by the General Conference of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, as well as the resolutions on information
and mass communications adopted by the General Con
ference at its nineteenth, twentieth, twenty-first, twenty
second and twenty-third sessions,

Recalling the relevant provisions of the Final Act of the
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe,
signed at Helsinki on I August 1975, and those of the Con
cluding Document of the meeting of representatives of the
participating States of the Conference on Security and Co
operation in Europe, held at Madrid from II November
1980 to 9 September 1983,

21 See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
22 See Al34/542, annex, sect. I, paras. 280-299.23 See Al38/1 32-SIl 5615 and Corr.l and 2, annex, sect. I, para. 113.24 A/39/ I39-S/16430, annex.
25 See Al40/854-SlI161O and Corr.l, annex I, sect. XXXIV.26 United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization.Records ofthe Gerwral Conference. Twentieth Session, vol. I, Resolutions, PP:100-104.
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Recalling also the relevant provisions of the Declaration
on the Preparation of SQcieties for Life in Peace,27

Conscious of the need for all countries, the United
Nations system as a whole and all others concerned, to col
laborate in the establishment of a new world information
and communication order based, inter alia, on the free
circulation and wider and better balanced dissemination of
information, guaranteeing diversity of sources of informa
tion and free access to information, and, in particular, the
urgent need to change the dependent status of the develop
ing countries in the field of information and communica
tion, as the principle of sovereign equality among nations
extends also to this field, and intended also to strengthen
peace and international understanding, enabling all per
sons to participate effectively in political, economic, social
and cultural life and promoting understanding and friend
ship among all nations and human rights,

Noting the ongoing efforts of the United Nation~Educa-·
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization to contribute
to the clarification, elaboration and application of the con
cept ofa new world information and communication orderand recalling resolutions 4/19 of 27 October 1980,28 3.1 of
25 November 198329 and 3.1 of 8 November 198530
adopted by consensus by its General Conference,

Reaffirming that the establishment ofa new world infor
mation and communication order is linked to the new
international economic order and is an integral part of the
international development process, and that public infor
mation plays the important role in promoting understand
ing ofand support for international co-operation for devel
opment,

Emphasizing the role that public information plays in
promoting support for universal disarmament and in
increasing awareness of the relationship between disarma
ment and development among as broad a public as pos
sible,

Reaffirming the primary role which the General Assem
bly is to play in elaborating, co-ordinating and harmoni
zing United Nations po!icies and activities in the field of
information, and recognizing the central and important
role of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul
tural Organization in the field ofinformation and commu
nication, and that the United Nations system as a whole
and all others concerned should give that organization
adequate support and assistance in the field of information
and communication,

Recognizing the importance of the co-ordination and
co-operation between the Department of Public Informa
tion of the Secretariat, the Uoited Nations Development .
Programme, the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization and its !nternational Pro
gramme for the Development of Communication in the
promotion of the establishment ofa new world informa
tion and communication order,

Fully aware and cognizant ofthe important contribution
which the mass media world-wide can make in enhancing
and strengthening peace, deepening international under
standing, promoting justice, equality, national indepen
dence, development, the exercise of human rights and the
estabiishment of a new world information and communi
cation order,

27 Resolution 33/13.
28 See United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,Records ofthe General Conference. Twenty-first Session, vol. I, Resolutions,sect. Ill.
29Ibill., Twenty-second Session, vol. I, Resolutions, sect. n.
30 Ibid., Twenty-third Session, vol. I, Resolutions, sect. Ill.
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Noting with satisfaction that, during the observance of

the fqftieth anniversary of the United Nations, the lasting
values of the purposes and principles of the Charter of the
United Nations were reconfirmed as a reflection of the
high hopes which peoples of the world continue to repose
in the United Nations as the most appropriate framework
for mwtilateral co-operation and the pursuit of shared
objectives,

Recalling with satisfaction the resolution adopted by the
General Assembly, acting as United Nations World Con
ferenCe for the International Youth Year,31

Emphasizing its full support for the International Pro
gramme for the Development of Communication, which
constitutes an important contribution in the development
of the infrastructures ofcommunication in the developing
countries,

Conscious that the transfer of technology in the field of
information and communication to developing countries
is vital for the acceleration ofefforts towards the establish
ment of a new world information and communication
order based on justice, freedom and equity,

Expressing its satisfaction with the successful co-ordina
tion and co-operation displayed by the Department of
Public Information with the Pool of Non-Aligned News
Agencies, as well as with news agencies ofother developing
and developed countries, and convinced that such efforts
have contributed significantly to progres' towards a new
world information and communication order,

Taking note of the implementation by the Department
of Public Information of those parts relevant to public
information of the Paris Declaration on Namibia and the
Programme ofAction on Namibia,32 as well as those of the
Declaration and the Programme of Action contained in
the Final Document adopted by the United Nations Coun
cil for Namibia at its extraordinary plenary meetings, held
at Vienna from 3 to 7 June 1985,33 in order to develop and
further strengthen the dissemination of information
regarding the struggle for independence of the people of
Namibia, with a view to reaching the broadest possible
public by means of more systematic and better co
ordinated information,

Taking note also of the implementation by the Depart
ment of Public Information of those parts of the Pro
gramme of Action for the Achievement of Palestinian
Rights34 relevant to information, in accordance with Gen
eral Assembly resolution 39/49 C of I I December 1984,

Expressing its satisfaction with the work ofthe Commit
tee on Information as reflected in its report,3S

Taking note with satisfaction of the report of the Secre
tary-General on questions relating to information,36

Taking note with satisfaction of the report of the Direc
tor-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization.37

I. Approves the report of the Committee on Informa
tion and the recommendations contained in paragraph 139
of that report and annexed to the present resolution, as
adopted, and affirms the requests and appeals reproduced
therein as well as the provisions ofGeneral Assembly reso
lution 39/98 A and urges their full implementation;

2. Reaffirms the mandate given to the Committee on
Information by the General Assembly in its resolution 34/
182;

31 Resolution 40/14.
32 See Reporl ofthe International Conference in Suppon ofthe Struggle of

the Namibian People for Independence. Paris. 25-29 April 1983 (A/
CONF.120/13), part three.

33 See Official Records ofthe General Assembly. Fonieth Session, Supple
ment No. 24 (A/40124), para. 513.

3. Requests the Committ6e on Information, keeping in
mind its mandate, the essential tasks of which are to con
tinue to examine the policies and activities of the Depart
ment of Public Information of the Secretariat, and to con
tinue to promote the establishment of a new, more just
and effective world information and communication
order, to continue to seek the co-operation and active par
ticipation of all organizations of the United Nations sys
tem, particularly the United Nations Educational, Scien
tific and Cultural Organization and the International
Telecommunication Union, while taking all possible steps
to avoid any overlapping of activities on this subject;

4. Reaffirms its strong support for the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, its Con
stitution and the ideals reflected therein, its activities and
for its efforts to further enhance its capabilities with a view
to promoting the establishment of a new world informa
tion and communication order;

5. Reiterates its appeal to Member States, to the infor
mation and communication media, both public and pri
vate, as well as to non-governmental organizations, to dis
seminate more widely objective and better balanced
information about the activities of the United Nations
and, inter alia, about the efforts of the developing
countries towards their economic, social and cultural pro
gress and about the efforts of the international community
to achieve international social justice and economic devel
opment, international peace and security, the promotion
of disarmament and the progressive elimination of inter
national inequities and tensions; and the promotion of
human rights and fundamental freedoms and the right of
peoples to self-determination; such dissemination being
aimed at achieving a more comprehensive and realistic
image of the activities and potential of the United Nations
system in ail its purposes and endeavours;

6. Calls upon the Department ofPublic Information to
cOntinue to give, as a matter of high priority, its full sup
port in promoting and publicizing the noble goals and
accomplishments of the United Nations, as the most
appropriate forum for multilateral co-operation and for
pooling efforts ofStates to contribute to the quest for a cli
mate of mutual trust, political' dialogue and negotiated
solutions to the outstanding problems;

7. Urges the Department of Public Information to give
the widest possible dissemination of information pertain
ing to the acute world economic problems, particularly to
the critical economic situation in Africa, the severe econo
mic difficulties of the least developed countries and the
external debt of developing countries, as well as to the
adverse effect of the international economic environment
on these countries, taking into account the views expressed
during the fortieth session on these issues;

8. Urges the Department of Public Information to
strengthen its co-operation with the Pool of Non-Aligned
News Agencies and, in particular, to ensure that its daily
dispatches are received by the United Nations Office at
Geneva and the United Nations Headquarters in New
York;

9. Urges the Department ofPublic Information. to take
all necessary measures to ensure the dissemination of
appropriate information on the guidelines for further plan
ning and suitable follow-up in the field of youth;

34 Repon of the International Conference on the Question of Palestine,
Geneva. 29 August-7 September 1983 (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.83.1.21), chap. I, sect. B. •

3S Of/il:ial Records ofthe General Assembly. Fonieth Session. Supplement
No.2T(Al40121).

36 A/40/617.
37 A/40/667, annex.
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10. Urges the Department of Public Information to

adequately disseminate in its programmes and informa
tion activities the positive results ofthe World Conference
to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and
Peace,38 aimed at the elimination of discrimination and
the promotion of the role of women world.wide;

11. Requests the Department of Public Information to
continue its follow-up prOgrammes in further implementa
tion of those parts relevant to public information of the
Paris Declaration on Namibia and the Programme of
Action on Namibia,32 as well as of the Declaration and
Programme of Action contained in the Final Document
adopted by the United Nations Council for Namibia,33
and to report thereon to the Committee on Information at
its substantive session in 1986;

12. Requests the Department of Public Information to
cover adequately policies and practices which violate the
principles of international law relative to belligerent occu
pation, in particular the Geneva Convention relative to
the' Piotection of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 12
August 1949,7 wherever they occur, especially those poli
cies and practices which frustrate the attainment and exer
cise of the inalienable and national legitimate rights of the
Palestinian people in accordance with the relevant resolu
tions of the United Nations, and to report thereon to the
Committee on Information at its substantive session in
1986;

13. Urges the Department of Public Information and
the mass media world-wide, pursuant to General Assem
bly resolutions 34/182 and 35120 I, to intensify their activ
ities of dissemination of information with regard to the
policies and practices of apartheid, taking due account of
recent measures and official censorship imposed upon the
local and international media related to all aspects of this
issue;

14. Reiterates the recommendation contained in its
resolution 35120 I that additional resources for the Depart
ment of Public Information should be commensurate, as
appropriate, with the increase in the activities of the
United Nations which the Department covers for the pur
pose ofpublic information, and that the Secretary-General
should provide such resources to the Department to this
end where needed;

IS. Requests the Department of Public Information to
contribute more effectively, through its training pro
grammes, to the development of human, manageriai and
technical resources of the mass media from developing
countries;

16. Reaffirms the importance of the rapidly increasing
role of the United Nations public information pro
grammes in fostering public understanding and support of
United Nations activities and requests the Department of
Public Information to consider the recommendations con
tained in the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on publi
cations policy and practice in the United Nations system39
and to report to the Committee on Information at its substantive session in 1986;

17. Requests the Secretary-General to report' to the
Committee on Information, at its substantive session in
1986, on the implementation of all the recommendations
contained in the Committee's report and annexed to the
present resolution;

18. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session on the imple-

38 See Report ofthe World Conference to Review andAppraise tfzeAchieve,ments ofthe United Nations Decodefor Women: Equality, Development andPeace. Nairobi. 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales No.E.85.1V.IO).

mentation of the present resolution and, in particular, on
the implementation ofall the recommendations contained
in the annex to the present resolution;

19. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General
on the restructuring ofthe Radio and Visual ~rvices Divi
sion of the Department of Public Information,40 and
requests that additional information be submitted to the
Committee on Information at its substantive session in
1986;

20, Requests the Committee on Information to report
to the General Assembly at its forty-first session;

21. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Questions relating to
information".

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

ANNEX

Recommeadatiou of the Committee 011 lDf'onutloa
I. The recommendations of the Committee on Infonnation approved

by the General Assembly in resolution 39/98 A of 14 December 1984, as
well as all the provisions of the resolution, should be reiterated, taking into
account the views expressed by delegations at the 100th plenary meeting of
the thirty-ninth session of the Assembly on 14 December 1984. Those rec
ommendations should be implemented in full, and the Secretary-General
should be requested to report to the Committee on Infonnation at its sub
stantive session in 1986 on measures taken for the implementation ofthose
recommendations and provisions pending implementation.

2. The mandate ofthe Committee on Information, as set forth in Gen
eral Assembly resolution 34/182 of 18 December 1979 and reallinned in
Assembly resolutions 35/201 of 16 December 1980, 36/149 B of 16
December 19BI, 37/94 B of 10 December 1982, 38/82 B of IS December
1983 and 39/98 A of 14 December 1984. should be renewed.

PROMOTION OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A NEW, MORE JUSTAND MORE EFFECTIVE WORLD INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION ORDER INTENDED TO STRENGTHEN PEACE ANDINTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING AND BASED ON THE FREEQRCULATION AND WIDER AND BElTER BALANCED DISSEMINATION OF INFORMATION
3. All countries, the United Nations system as a whole. and all others

concerned, should collaborate in the establishment of a new world infor
mation and communication order based. inter alia, on the free circulation
and wider and better balanced dissemination of information, guaranteeing
diversity of sources of information and free access to information and, in
particular, the urgent need to change the dependent status of the develop
ing countries in the field ofinfonnation and communication, as the princi
ple of sovereign equality among nations extends also to this field, and
intended .also to strengthen peace and international understanding,
enabling all persons to participate effectively in political, economic, social
and cultural life and promoting understanding and friendship among all
nations and human rights.

4. The ongoing efforts of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization to contribute to the clarification, elaboration
and application of the concept ofa new world information anI! communi
cation order should be noted. In this reAlll'd, resolutions 41 I9 of27 October
198028 and 3.1 of 25 November 1983,'29 which the General Conference of
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
adopted by consensus, should be n:caIIed.

5. Under the cWTent international climate ofpolitical conflicts and ec0
nomic disorders, the Committee on Information. fully aware and cognizant
of the important contribution which the mass media world-Wide can make
in enhancing and strengthening peace, deepening international understand
ing, promoting justice, equality, national independence, development, the
exercise ofhuman rights and the establishment ofa new world information
and communication order. recommends that the General Assembly
address appeals to the following:

(a) The international media, in order to obtain their support for the
efforts of the international community towards global development and, in

39J,V39/239.
40 A/40/84 I.
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particular, for the elTorts of the developilll countries to achieve economic,
social and cultural progress;

(b) The United Nations system as a whole to co-operate in a concerted
manner, through its information services, in promotilll the development
activities ofthe United Nations and, in particular. the improvement of the
conditions of the lives of the peoples of the developina countries.

Such appeals should be aimed at achieving a more comprehensive and
realistic image ofthe activities and potential of the United Nations system
in all itsendeavours, in accordance with the purposes of the Charter ofthe
United Nations.

6. Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.8 which
provides that everyone has the right to freedom ofopinion mid expression
and that this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interfcm1cc
and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas throuah any media
and regardless offrontiers, and article 29. which stipulates that these rights
and freedoms may in no case be exercised contrary to the purposes and
principles of the United Nations, should be recalled.

7. Aware of the existence of structural imbalance in the international
distribution of news alTecting the two-way Row ofnews. the Committee on
Information recommends that urgent attention should be given to the
elimination of existing inequalities in and all other obstacles to the free
Row and wider and better balanced dissemination of information, ideas
and knowledge by. inter alia, diversifYing the soultes of information as a
step towards free and more balanced information and the promotion ofthe
establishment of a new world information and communication order.

8. The Committee on Information recommends that the need be
stressed to ensure and promote the access of the developiq countries to
communication technology, includilll communication satellites, modem
electronic information systems, informatics and other advanced infonna
tion and communication facilities with a view to improving their own
information and communication systems correspondilll to the specific
conditions prevailing in each country.

9. The Committee on Information. while expressing satisfaction with
the successful co-ordination and co-operation displayed by the Department
of Public Information of the Secretariat with the Po;)1 of Non-Aligned
News Agencies, as well as with regional news agencies of developing
countries, recommends that the Department of Public Information con
tinue to strengthen this co-operation as it constitutes a concrete step
towards a more just and equitable world Row of information, thus contrib
uting to the establishment ofa new world information and communication
order.

10. The Department of Public Informatio.~ should be urged to moni
tor, as appropriate, important meetings of the Movement of Non-A:.gneU
Colintries, as well as of regional intergovernmental organizations devoted
to information and communication questions, in particular the fou,th Con
ference ofthe Pool ofNon-Aligned News Agencies to be held at Havana in
1986.

11. With regard to its co-operation with the Pool of Non-Aligned News
Agencies as well as with the regional news agencies in developing countries,
the Department of Public Information should co-operate, as appropriate,
with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
in assisting that organization. within existing resources, in the following
activities:

(a) Preparation and implementation ora plan of integrated communi
cation network and regional data and communicatiO'J1 centres;

(b) Provision of facilities for meetings on data and communication
exchange of the public information bodies of the non-aliped countries.

12. The United Nations system as a whole, as well as the developed
countries, should be urged to ClHIperate in a concerted manner with the
developing countries towards strengthening the information and commliDi
cation infrastructures of the latter countries, in accordance with the
priorities attached to such areas by the developing countries, with a view to
enablilll them to develop their own information and communication poli
cies freely and independendy and in the light of their history, social values
and cultural traditions. In this regard, full support for the International
ProBranime for the Development ofCommunication, which constitutes lIJl
important step in the development of these infrastructures, should always
be emphasized.

13. The United Nations system should constandy promote the creation
of a climate of confidence in relations among States, as a means of easing
tension and facilitating the establishment of a new world information and
communication order.

14. Reaffirming the primary role that the General Assembly is to. play
in elaborating, co-ordinating and harmonizing United Nations policies and

41 AlAC.198/96.

activities in the field ofinformation and recosnizilll the central and impor
tant role oftbe United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Ospn
ization in the field of information and communication, the Committee on
Information recommends that the United Nations system as a whole and
all others concerned should be urged to give that organization adequate
support and assistance in the field ofinformation and communication. The
Department of Public Information, in particlllar, should co-operate more
l'C3ularly with the United Nations Educational. Scientific and Cultural
Organization, especially at the WOOOIll level, with a view to muimizilll
the contributions of the Department to the elTons of that organization in
promotilll the establishment ofa new world information and communica
tiOIl order and to disseminatilll as widely as possible information on the
activities of that organization in this respect.

IS. The consolidated study contained in the report of the Secretary
General41 on the contributions, elTects and levels ofco-ordination between
the United Nations Development Programme, the United Nations Educa
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization, its International Programme
for the Development of Communication and the International Telecom
munication Union in support of the development ofinformation and com
munication infrastructures in the developilll countries should be not~.

16. Recallilll its recommendation, as endorsed by the GeneralAssem
bly in its resolution 39/98 A. the Committee on Information recommends
that the Secretary-General should be requested to expedite the conv,~ning,

jO!;;t!y with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organ
ization. of a Round Table on a New World Information and Communica
tion Order.

17. The United Nations system, particularly the United Nations Edu
cational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, should aim at providilll all
possible support and assistance to the developilll countries, within existilll
resources, with regard to their interests and needs in the field of informa
tion and to actions already adopted within the United Nations system,
including, in particular:

(a) Assistance to developing countries in training journalists and tech
nical personnel and in setting up appropriate educational institutions and
research facilities;

(b) Granting of favourable conditions to provide access to developing
countries to such communication technology ss is requisite for the estab
lishment of a national information and communication system and corre
sponding tO'the specific situation of the country concerned;

(c) Creation of conditions that will gradually enable the developi~g

countries to produce the communication technology suited to theIr
national needs, as well as the necessary programme material, specifically
fv. radio and television broadcasting, by using their own resources;

(d) Assistance in establishing telecommunication links at subregiona!,
regional and interregional levels, especially among developilll countries,
free from conditions of any kind. "

18. All the information activities ofthe Department ofPublic Informa
tion should be guided by and carried out in conformity with the principles
of the Charter of the United Nations and the aspiration for a new world
information and communication order, as well as conform to the con
sensus reached among States in resolutions 4/19. 4/21 and 4/22 of 27
October 1980,28 adopted by tfie General Conference of the Uniled Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and 3.1 of 25 November
198329 adopted by the General Conference on Major Programme Ill.

19. The Secretary-General should be requested to ensure that the activ
ities of the Department of Public Information. as the focal point of the
public information tasks of the United Nations, are strengthened, keeping
in view the principles of the Charter of the United Nations and along the
lines established in the pertinent resolutions of the General Assembly and
the recommendations of the Committee on Information, so as to ensure a
more coherent coverage of and a better knowledge about the United
Nations and its work, especially in its priority areas, such as those stated in
section Ill, paragraph I, ofAssembly resolution 35/201, including inte~
tional peace and security, disarmament, peace-keeping and peace-making
operations, decolonization, the promotion of human rights, the struggle
against apartheid and racial discrimination, economic, social and develop
ment issues, the integration of women in the struggle for peace and devel
opment, the establishment of the new international economic order and of
a new world information and communication order, the work of the
United Nations Council for Namibia and programmes on women and
youth.

20. The relevant provisions of the Final Act ofthe Conference on Secu
rity and Co-operation in Europe, sigI\ed at Helsinki on I August 1975, and
those ofthe Concluding Document of the meeting of representatives of the
participating States of the Conference on Security and Co-ope.mtion in
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Europe. held at Madrid from II November 1980 to 9 September 1983.
should be recalled.

21. The Final Documents of the Conference of Ministers of Infonna
tion of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Jakarta from 26 to 30 January
1984.24 should be recalled.

22. The Department ofPublic Information should be requested to con
tinue its co-operation with the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries as
well as with interaovernmental orpnizations and rqional organizations
with a view to promotilll a new world information and communication
order.

23. The Conference of Ministers of Infonnation ofStates members of
the Orpnization of African Unity. held at Addis Ababa in March 1985.
which exJ)!eSSed its conviction of the importance ofa new world informa
tion and communication order, should be noted.

24. In the light ofthe grave economic situation prevailing in Africa. the
Secretary-Genere1 should be requested to ensure that the Department of
Public Infonnation does its utmost in bringing to the attention ofthe inter
national eommunity the real dimensions ofthe plight ofthe African people
and the tremendous elforts ofthe African countries, with !I view to increas
ing its contribution towards alleviatina this human trqedy.

25. The relevant resolution on the question relatina to information of
the f'ourih Islamic Summit Conference, held at Casablanca from 16 to 19
January 1984,42 should be recalled.

CONTINUATION OF EXAMiNATION OF UNITED NATIONS PUBLIC
INFORMATION POLICIES AND ACTIVmES IN THE LIGHT OF
THE EVOLUTION OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, PARTICU
LARLY DURING THE PAST lWO DECADES. AND OF THE IMPER
ATIVES OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NEW INTERNA
TIONAL ECONOMIC ORDER AND OF A NEW WORLD INFORMA
TION AND COMMUNICATION ORDER

26. In connection with the celebration ofthe fortieth anniversary ofthe
United Nations, the Department ofPublic Information should be urged to
give appropriate support to the Preparatory Committee for the Fortieth
Anniversary ofthe United Nations in promoting and publicizing the noble
goals and accomplishments of the United Nations as a lIIl\ior forum for
pooling elforts of States to contribute to the solution of vital world prob
lems.

27. The Committee on Information again stresses that the Department
of Public Information should maintain editorial independence and accu
racy in all material produced by the Department and should promote, to
the areatest extent possible, an informed understanding of the work and
purposes of the United Nations among the peoples of the world. The
Department should ensure that its output contains objective and equitable
information about issues before the Organization, rellecting divergent
opinions where they occur.

28. The Department of Public Information should continue to ensure
that the daily dispatches of the Pool ofNon·Aligned News Agencies that it
receives are appropriately utilized in the performance of the public infor
mation tasks of the United Nations:

(a) With a view to further promotion and development of functional
and mutually beneficial co-operation between the Department and the
Pool, the existing arrangements in the Department for the conduct of this
co-operation should be established on a more regular basiS;

(b) In view of the successfuIjoint coverage by the Pool and the Depart
ment of important conferences and other events within the United Nations
system, this practice should be continued and further strenathened;

(c) The Department should consider the possibility ofutilizing the dis·
patches received from the Pool to establish a data base on the information
and communication facilities in the non-aligned countries.

29. In connection with its annual training programme for journalists
and broadcasters from developing countries, the Department of Public
Information should continue to allocate the last week ofthe~mmefor
a visit by them to one of the developing countries that expresses readiness
to receive them for the purpose ofacquainting themselves with the ways in
which information on the United Nations is received and utilized.

30. The Secretary-General should be requested once again to make
available to the Committee on Information, as soon as possible, a compre
hensive report on the outcome of the activities of the International Tele
communication Union with regard to the World Communications Year.

42A139/131-st16414 and Corr.l. annex 11, resolution 1514-P(IS),
43 AlAC.198/95.
44 See O.flil:ial Records of the General Assemb'!J'.. Thirty-seventh Session,

SupplemenJ No. 2/ (Al37/~1 and Corr.I), sect. 1 .

31. The exchange of information between the Committee on Informa
tion and the Commission on Transnational Corporations on matters per
taining to the mandate of the Committee should lIpin be encouragtd.

32. The assessment contained in the report of the Secretary-General
relating to the acquisition by the United Nations of its own communica
tions satellite43 in conformity with recommendation 36 made by the Com
mittee on Information to the General Assembly at its thirty-seventh ses
sion44 should be noted, and it would be appropriate to re-examine the
question ofthe acquisition of such a satellite should circumstances permit.

33. The attention of the pertinent organs of the General Assembly and
ofthe United Nations system as a whole should be drawn to the findings of
the International Telecommunication Ullion set forth in its re~..4~
especially as concerns the problem ofthe geostationary orbit rellected, inter
alia, in paragraphs 33 and 49 of that report, taking into account the needs
of the developing countries.

34. The Committee on Information recommends the rejection of the
use of the mass media, especially radio broadcasting. to disseminate false
or distorted reports as an instrument ofhostile propaganda against the sov
ereignty of other States. In this regard, it stresses that the media should
contribute to the fostering of peace, mutual respect, non-interference and
self-determination.

35. With regard to the improvement ofcommunication infrastructures,
the Committee on Information draws attention to the success ~ttained by
the ARABSAT, BRASILSAT,INSAT-IB, MORELOS and PALAPA sat
ellite systems, designed to promote national and regional integration. In
this connection, it endorses the execution ofsatellite projects such as CON
DOR by the Andean group ofcountries. The United Nations and the spe
cialized agencies, in particular those in the financial sector, should support
such activities and initiatives.

36. The Department of Public Information should co-operate closely
wit!: :1." VI'ited Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
a',d the Pool of Non-Aligned News Agencies to organize 8 workshop,
..vithin existing resources, in 1985 fllr the familiarization of news agencies
ofdeveloping countries with modem technology ofrelevance to news agen
cies and for the standardization of teaching methods and syllabuses and to
produce training manuals in various languages for the training centres of
the Pool, and should report to the Committee on InfonnatiGil at its sub
stantive session in 1986 on progress made to this elfeet.

37. In order to enhance awareness and understanding of the lofty
objectives of the United Nations. the Department of Public Infonnation
should endeavour to promote teaching in the educational institutions of
Member States about the structure, principles and aims ofthe Organization
in conformity with the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and
the Economic and Social Council. In order to implement this recommen
dation, the Department should continue to organize, on a yearly basis. a
fellowship programme for educators.

38. The Department of Public Information should be requested, in
accordance with the relevant United Nations resolutions. to continue to
cover adequately the Israeli policies and practices which violate and affect
the human rights of the populations in Arab territories occupied since June
1967, including Jerusalem and the Golan Heights, especially those policies
and practices which impede the attainment and exercise of the inalienable
national'rights ofthe Palestinian people, and to report thereon to the Com
mittee on Information at its substantive session in 1986.

39. The Secretary-General should be requested once again to maintain
the functions ofthe Middle East!Arabic Unit as the producer ofArabic tel
evision and radio programmes, to strengthen and expand this unit to
enable it to function in an elfective manner and to report to the Committee
on Information at its substantive session in 11186 on the measures taken in
implementation of this recommendation.

40. In view of the importance of United Nations broadcasting for the
European region, further steps should be taken to maintain and enhance
the functions of the European Unit in the Radio Service, within existing
resources.

41. Taking into account the needs of numerous radio producers and
journalists who use French as a working language, and the role of the "blue
notes" in the preparation of radio programmes of the United Nations, the
Committee on Information requests the Setcretsry-General to instruct the
Radio and Visual Services Division i)fthe Department of Public Informa
tion to produce a daily edition, in French, of the messages concerning the
activities of the United Nations.

45 See AlAC.198173.
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42. .The Department of Public Information should be requested anew
to uae the olliciallanguages of the General Assembly adequately in its doc
uments and audio-visual documentation and to arrange accordingly for an
appropriate number of staff in order better to inform the public about the
activities of the United Nations. It should also make available to the
French Language Production Section of the Press and Publications Divi
sion ofthe Department, within existing resources, the means that will allow
it consistently to distribute press releases in sufficient quantity to satisfy the
neeca·of the numerous journalists and delegations that use French as a
working language.

43. United Nations information centres should continue to assist press
and information media in their respective countries in accordance with the
mandate given by the General Assembly and, inter alia, promote the estab
lishment of a new world information and communication order.

44. While the co-operation between the Department of Public Infor
mation and the United Nations Development Programme in the field
should be promoted to the maximum extent, it is also important to bear in
mind the intrinsic functions of the United Nations information centres as
,l.- unct from those of the United Nations development activities. The
miormation centres should redouble their efforts to publicize the activities
and achievements of operational activities for development, including
those ofthe United Nations Development Programme, taking into account
the priorities determined by the General Assembly.

45. The report of the Secretary·General concerning measures to
improve the I:ffectiveness of United Nations information centres46 should
be further noted and the Secretary-General should be encouraged to imple
ment the proposals made by him therein, within existing resources.

46. The United Nations information centres should intensify direct
and systematic communication exchange with local information and edu
cational communities in a muttwly beneficial way, in accordance with the
priorities of the General Assembly and taking into account the areas ofpar
ticular interest to host countries.

47. In accordance with General Assembly resolution 39/98 A, by
which the Assembly acceded to the request of the Government of Benin for
the opening ofa Uniterl Nations information centre at Cotonou, the Secre
tary-General should be requested to continue negotiations with the author
ities in Benin for the rapid opening of the centre, within existing resources,
and to report thereon to the Committee on Information at its substantive
session in 1986.

48. Taking into account the request of the Government of Poland for
the opening of a United Nations information centre at Warsaw, the Secre
tary-General should be requested to continue to take appropriate steps for
the establishment of the centre, within existing resources, and to report
thereon to the Committee on Information at its substantive session in
1986.

49. The Department of Public Information should disseminate infor
mation concerning the decisions of the United Nations dealing with acts of
terrorism in all its forms. In this regard, all the relevant United Nations
resolutions and the statement made by the Secretary-General at San Fran
cisco on 26 June 1985 should be recalled.

50. The Department of Public Information should focus on and give
wider coverage to the economic, social and development activities of the
United Nations system aimed at achieving a more comprehensive image of
the activities and potential of the system, taking into account the priorities
set by the General Assembly, particularly in the light of the fortieth anni·
versary of the United Nations.

5 I. Note should be taken of the assessment contained in the report of
the Secretary-General of the experimental daily short-wave radio broad
casts from Headquarters,47 Pending the submission to the Committee on
Information of the final report on the results of the experiment.

52. The Secretary-General should continue his efforts to develop a sys
tem for monitoring and evaluating the effectiveness of the activities of the
Department of Public Information, particularly in the priority areas deter
mined by the General Assembly.

53. Future reports of the Department of Public Information to the
Committee on Information, in particular on new programmes or dn the
expansion of existing programmes, should contain: .

(a) More adequate informatio''1 on the output of the Department in
respect of each topic included 1;, •. ;; work programme, which forms the
basis of its programme budget;

(b) The costs of the activities undertaken in respect of each topic;

46 AlAC. I98175.
47 NAC.198/88.
48 NAC.198/87,

(c) More adequate information on target aUdiences, end-use of the
Department's products and analysis of feedback data received by the
Department;

(d) The Department's evaluation of the effectiveness of its different
programmes and activities;

(e) A statement detailing the priority level that the Secretary-General
has attached to current or future activities of the bepartment in documents
dealing with such activities.

54. The Department of Public Information should improve, within
existing resources, its data-collection procedures with regard to the actual
use made by redisseminators of materials distributed by the Department
and its information centres and submit a report to the Committee on Infor
mation at its substantive session in 1986 on progress made in this area.

55. The steps taken by the Department df Public Information in
redressing the imbalance in its staff should be noted. The Department
should continue to intensify its efforts to that erid and the Secretary-Gen
eral should be requested to take urgent steps to increase the representation
of underrepresented developing countries and of other underrepresented
groups of countries, especially at the senior levels, in conformity with the
relevant provisions of the Charter of the United Nations, and to submit a
report to the Committee on Information at its substantive session in 1986,

56. Member States should be called upon once again to make voluntary
t..:'''ltributions to the United Nations Trust Fund for Economic and Social
lnform~ti()n.

57. The assessment contained in the report of the Secretary-General48

on the present system of charging Member States and the media for video
tapes, audio tapes and n.ews photographs of important United Nations
events should be noted, and the Department of Public Information should
report to the Committee on Information at its substantive session in 1986
on that subject with a view to reducing appropriately the final cost of these
materials and spreading overtime charges legitimately incurred in an equi
table way so as to enable the media in the Member States. particularly in
the developing countries, to give wider publicity to the aims and activities
of the United Nations.

58. The interim report of the Secretary-General entitled "The Depart
ment of Public Information as the Focal Point for the Formulation and
Implementation ofInformation Activities of the United Nations,,49 should
be noted and the Secretary-General should be requested to submit his final
report in the light of tile ongoing consultations within the Secretariat on the
role of the Department with respect to all information activities of the
United Nations. The Committee on Information once again recommends
that the proliferation of information units in the Secretariat independent of
the Department should be discouraged.

59. The Committee on Information takes note of the report on the
review of the distribution of taped .radio programmes produced by the
Department of Public Information' in New York50 and requests the
Department to take steps to improve their distribution and to report to the
Committee at its substantive session in 1986 on the implementation of the
recommendations contained in that report.

60. The operations of the Non-Governmental Liaison Services
(Geneva and New York) as voluntarily funded inter-agency projects reach
ing specific target audiences in the industrialized countries on international
development issues should be continued on a stable financial basis through
United Nations participation in these services. As with Development
Forum, it is essential that United Nations financial participation, from the
regular budget, should be ensured in the next biennium. Furthermore, the
Secretary-General should be requested to urge all specialized agencies to
make long-term contributions to the financing of these services, thereby
stressing their inter-agency character.

61. The Joint United Nations Information Committee, as the essential
instrument for inter-agency co-ordination and co-operation in the field of
public information, should be further strengthened and given more respon
sibility for the public information activities of the entire United Nations
system.

62. The quality. usefulness and coverage of the daily press release and
the weekly news summary issued by the Department of Public Information
in all working languages should be further enhanced and improved in view
of the important public information tasks that they can perform. Services
provided at the Press Section of the Department both for the media and
the delegations should be improved. The Department should continue to
co-operate closely with and provide assistance to the United Nations Cor
respondents Association,

49 AIAC.198/82.
50 AIAC. I98/99.

:
,

I

:,

,

-
63.

existi
andU
a111aI1
recipi

64.
Natio
Devel
Natio
tary.(
indepc
throui
resour
Deve/(
Unitec
licatio
tions
linanc
inter-!

65.
Foruu
enabli
which
meDtl

66.
sify hi
for the

67.
to the
public
condu(
and de
ament
assign~

resoUl'l

68.
implen
Assem
bean U
Commi
ores tal

69.
Comm'
laratio~

PeoplCl>
to celel
noted. I
sify his
opinion
heidof
as possi
South J.

70.
thepoS!
restruct
account
tee on I
submit
eth sess
action c

The
Rec

Decen
of 16
1982,
14 De

Tak
Educa
tribute

S"i's;;
ment No

52 See



IV. Resolutions adopted OD the reports of tI1.e Special Political Committee 125

"ti

I1
;:i
:1

11
ii
11
11
[i
il
;1
11
'I
J

I
l

1
1

r

63. The Department of Public Information should improve, within
existing resources, the timely distribution of its materials to subscribers
and United Nations information centres, particularly the UN Chronicle, in
all languages, a mlijor source of information on the United Nations to its
recipients.

64. The report on the programme and activities of the Joint United
Nations Information Committee should be noted, particularly in regard to
Development Forum as the only inter-agency publication of the United
Nations system that concentrates on development issues, and the Secre
tary-General should, while continuing his elforts to secure a sound and
independent basis for the periodical, make such arrangements as necessary,
through the regular budget, to ensure its continued publication. The
resources of the United Nations system should be pooled in support of
Development Forum and Development Business and any attempt in the
United Nations system to duplicate the functions performed by these pub
lications should be avoided. All specialized agencies and other organiza
tions of the United Nations system should be urged to contribute to the
financing of these system-wide publications, thereby recognizing their
inter-agency character.

65. The Secretary-General should continue to ensure that Devt"lopment
Forum retains its editorial policy of intellectual independence, thus
enabling this publication to continue to serve as a world-wide forum in
which diverse opinions on issues related to economic and social develop
ment can be freely expressed.

66. The Secretary-General should be encouraged to continue and inten
sify his efforts to explore all possibilities of securing the adequate resources
for the continuation of the World Newspaper Supplement project.

67. The World Disarmament Campaign should give full consideration
to the role of the mass media as the most effective way to promote in world
public opinion a climate of understanding, confidence and co-operation
conducive to peace and disarmament, the enhancement of human rights
and development. Within the World Disarmament Campaign and Disarm
ament Week, the Department of Public Information should fulfil the role
assigned to it by the General Assembly by utilizing its expertise and
resources in public information to ensure its maximum effectiveness.

68. The Department of Public Information should be requested to
implement fully, within existing resources, the provisions of General
Assembly resolution 38/82 B relating to the worlc programme of the Carib
bean Unit and the Secretary-General should be requested to reJYlrt to the
Committee on Information at its substantive session in 1986 on the meas
ures taken in implementation of tl!is recommendation.

69. The conclusions and I'ej:Ommllndations adopted ~y the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Dec
laration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples at its extraordinary session, held at Tunis from 13 to 17 May 1985
to celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Declaration,SI should be
noted. In this regard, t!te Secretary-General should be requested to inten
sify his elforts, within existing resources, in order to alert world public
opinion against the illegal occupation ofNamibia and the policies ofapart
heidofthe regime ofSouth Africa and to continue to disseminate as widely
as possible information relating to the struggle of the oppressed PllOples of
South Africa and Namibia.

70. In view of the concerns expressed by several delegations regarding
the possible implications on productivity and effectiveness ofthe proposed
restructuring of the Radio and Visual Seryices Division and taking into
account the necessity of strengthening the Professional staff, the Commit
tee on In(ormation recommends that the Secretary-General be requested to
submit a written report on the subject to the General Assembly at its forti
eth session. Pending submission of the report and a decision thereon,
action on the proposed restructuring should be postponed.

B

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 34/181 and 34/182 of 18

December 1979,35/201 of 16 December 1980, 36/149 A
of 16 December 1981, 37/94 A and B of 10 December
1982, 38/82 A of 15 December 1983 and 39/98 A and B of
14 December 1984,

Taking note ofthe ongoing efforts of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization to con
tribute to the clarification, elaboration and application of

SI See Ollit:ial Records ofthe General Assembly. Fortieth Session, Supple.
ment No. 23 (Al40123), chap. 11, annex I.

S2 See Al36/S34, annex n.

the concept of a new world information and communica
tion order,

Recalling the relevant provisions of the Declarations of
the Sixth and Seventh Conferences of Heads of State or
Government of Non-Aligned Countries held at Havana
from 3 to 9 September 197922 and at New Delhi from 7 to
12 March 198323 as wen as the Final Documents of the
Conference of the Ministers of Information of Non
Aligned Countries held at Jakarta from 26 to 30 January
1984,24 and the relevant provisions of the Final Political
Declaration of the Conference of Ministers for Foreign
Affairs of Non-Aligned Countries, held at Luanda from 4
to 7 September 1985,25 in which the importance of the
establishment of a new world information and communi
cation order was stressed anew,

Recalling the relevant resolutions adopted by the
Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the
Organization of African Unity at its eighteenth ordinary
ses.'Sion, held at Nairobi from 24 to 27 June 1981,s2 the
Conference ofMinisters ofInformation ofStates members
of the Organization of African Unity at its third ordinary
session, held at Addis Ababa in March 1985 and at its first
extraordinary session, held at Cairo in November 1985,
especially those encouraging regional co-operation in the
field of information and promoting the establishment ofa
new world information and communication order,

Recalling article 19 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights,8 which provides that everyone has the
right to freedom of opinion and expression and that this
right includes freedom to hold opinions without interfer
ence and to seek, receive and impart information and
ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers, and
article 29, which stipulates that these rights and freedoms
may in no case be exelrcised contrary to the purposes and
principles of the United Nations,

Recalling the relevantt provisions of the Final Act of the
Conference on Security and Co-operation in Europe,
signed at Helsinki on I August 1975, and those of the Con
cluding Document of the meeting of representatives of the
participating States of the Conference on Security and Co
operation in Europe, held at Madrid from 11 November
1980 to 9 September 1983,

Recalling resolution 4/21 of27 October 1980,28 adopted
by the General Conference of the United Nations Educa
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization at its twenty
first session, and resolution 2/03 of 3 December 1982,S3

adopted by the ~neral Conference at its fourth extraordi
nary s~ssion,

Recalling also r~sQlutions 4/19 of 27 October 1980,28
3.1 of 25 November 198329 and 3.1 of 8 November 198530
adopted by the General Conference of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and CQltural Organization, and, in
this context, expressmg anew th~ wish that that organiza
tion should contribute fO the clarification, elaboration and
application of the concept ofa new world information and
cOll\munication order,

Recalling the Declaration on Fundamental Principl~s
concerning the Contribution of the MallS Media to
Strengt~ningPeace and Internlj.tioJlIlI Understanding, to
the Promotion of Human Rights and to' Countering
Racialism, Apartheid and Incitement to War,26 adopted on
28 November 1978 by the General Conference of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization,

Recalling also the relevant provisions of the Declaration
on the Preparaiion of Societies for Life in Peace,27

S3 See United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,
Records ofthe General Conference. Fourth Extraordinary Session, vol. I and
corrigendum, Resolutions. sect. n.
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Considering that international co-operation in the field
of communication development should take place on the
basis ofequality, justice, mutual advantage and the princi
ples of international law so as to remedy existing imbal
ances by strengthening and intensifYing the development
of human and material resources, communication net
works and infrastructures, particularly in developing
countries, and thus encourage a wider and better balanced
dissemination of information,

Emphasizing its full support for the International Pro
gramme for the Development of Communication of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, which constitutes an essential instrument
for the development of human and material resources and
communication infrastructures in the developing countries
and the establishment of a new world information and
communication order,

Conscious that diverse solutions to information and
communication problems are required because political,
economic, cultural and social problems differ from one
country to another,

Recognizing the central role of, and the progress accom
plished by, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization in the field ofinformation and com
munication within its mandate, and that the United
Nations system as a whole and all others concerned should
give that organization adequate support and assistance in
the field of information and communication,

l. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the
Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Sci
entific and Cultural Organization on the implementation
of the International Programme for the Development of
Communication, on the activities relating to the establish
ment of a new world information and communication
order and on the social, economic and cultural impact of
the new communication technologies;37

2. Appeals to the mass media world-wide to explore all
possible avenues for more equitable international co-oper
ation in the field of information and communication and
to respond in a positive way to the exceptional opportuni
ties now available to them in the field ofintemational rela
tions, in order to open new vistas of progress for the world
community;

3. Underlines the importance ofefforts made to imple
ment the principles set forth in the Declaration on Funda
mental Principles concerning the Contribution of the Mass
Media to Strengthening Peace and International Under
standing, to the Promotion ofHuman Rights and to Coun
tering Racialism, Apartheid and Incitement to War;26

4. Reiterates its appeal to all Member States and all
organizations of the United Nations system, international,
governmental and non-governmental organizations and
professional organizations in the field of communication
to exert every effort to make better known through all
means at their disposal the issues underlying the need for
the development ofcommunication capacities in develop
ing countries as a step towards the establishment ofa new
world information and communication order;

5. Considers that the International Programme for the
Development of Communication represents a significant
step towards the development of conditions for the estab
lishment of a new world information and communication
order, and welcomes the decisions adopted by the Inter
governmental Council of the Programme at its fifth and
sixth sessions, held in Paris in 1984 and 1985;

6. Notes with satisfaction the co-operation existing
between the United l"ations, the United Nations Educa
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization and all other
organizations of the United Nations system, particularly

the International Telecommunication Union, the Food
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and
the Universal Postal Union, whose projects have been
approved by the Intergovernmental Council of the Inter
national Programme for the Development ofCommunica
tion;

7. Expresses its appreciation to all Member States that
have made or pledged a contribution towards the imple
mentation of the International Programme for the Devel
opment of Communication;

8. Reiterates its requests to Member States and organi
zations anL ",odies of the United Nations system as well as
other international governmental and non-governmental
organizations and concerned public and private enter
prises to respond to the appeals of the Director-General of
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization to make an incressed contribution to the
International Programme for the Development of Com
munication by making greater financial resources avail
able, as well ~s more training resources, equipment, tech
nologies and staff,
. 9. Appeals to Member States to respond positively and

effectively to resolution 4/22 of 27 October 198028 con
cerning the reduction Gf telecommunication tariffs for
news exchanges, adopted by the General Conference of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization, and to take the necessary steps to implement
that resolution;

10. Notes with satisfaction that a second Round Table
on a New World Information and Communication Order
will be organized jointly by the United Nations and the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization at Copenhagen in April 1986;

11. ,Reaffirms its strong support for the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,. its Con
·stitution, the ideals reflected in it, its activities and for its
efforts to further enhance its capabilities with a view to
promoting the establishment of a new world information
and communication order;

12. Encourages the Director-General of the United
Nations Educational, Scientifie and Cultural Organization
to continue the chronological survey of the documents
deallilg with the establishment ofa new world information
and communication order and the analysis of the evolu
tion of this concept, and to keep the Committee informed
on developments in this area;

13. Encourages the United Nations Educational, Sci
entific and Cultural Organization to continue and intensitY
its studies, programmes and activities with a view to iden
tifYing new technological trends in information, communi
cation, telematics and informatics and assess their socio
economic and cultural impact on the development of
peoples, and in this context requests it to provide, when
ever necessary, periodic studies relevant to these topics;

14. Invites the Director-General of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization to con
tinue his efforts in the information and commumcation
field and to submit to the General Assembly, at its forty
first session, a detailed report on the implementation of
the International Programme for the Development of
Communication and the activities relating to the establish
ment of a new world information and communication
order as well as on the social, economic and cultural effects
of the accelerated development of communication tech
nologies.

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985
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4O/16S. United Nations Relief and Works Agency
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East

A

ASSISTANCE TO PALESTINE REFUGEES

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 39/99 A of 14 December 1984
and all its previous resolutions on the question, including
resolution 194 (Ill) of 11 December 1948,

Taking note of the report of the Commissioner-General
of the United Nations Reliefand Wodes Agency for Pales
tine Refugees in the Near East, covering the period from
I July 1984 to 30 June 1985,54

I. Notes with deep regret that repatriation or compen
sation of the refugees as provided for in paragraph 11 of
General Assembly resolution 194 (Ill) has not been
effected, that no substantial progress has been made in the
programme endorsed by the ASSf,mbly in paragraph 2 of
its resolution 513 (VI) of 26 January 1952 for the reinte
gration of refugees either by repatriation or resettlement
and that, therefore, the situation of the refugees continues
to be a matter of serious concern;

2. Expresses its thanks to the Commissioner-General
and to all the staffofthe United Nations Reliefand Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, recog
nizing that the Agency is doing all it can within the limits
ofavailable resources, and also expresses its thanks to the
specialized agencies and private organizations for their
valuable work in assisting the refugees;

3. Expresses its deep appreciation to the former Com
missioner-General, Mr. Olof Rydbeck, for his many years
ofeffective service to the Agency and his dedication to the
welfare of the refugees;

4: Reiterates its request that the headquarters of the
Agency should be relocated to its former site within its
area of operations as soon as practicable;

5. Notes with regret that the United Nations Concili
ation Commission for Palestine has been unable to find a
means of achieving progress in the implementation of
paragraph II of Genel'aI Assembly resolution 194 (111),S5

and requests the Commission to exert continued efforts
towards the implementation of that paragraph and to
report to the Assembly as appropriate, but no later than
I September 1986;

6. Directs attention to the continuing seriousness ofthe
financial position of the Agency, -as outlined in the repori
of the Commissioner-General;

7. Notes with profound concern that, despite the com
mendable and successful efforts of the Commissioner
General to collect additional contributions, tms increased
level of income to the Agency is still insufficient to cover
essential budget requirements in the present year and that,
at currently foreseen levels of giving, deficits will recur
each year;

8. Calls upon all Governments, as a matter of urgency,
to make the most genemus efforts possible to meet the
anticipated needs of the Agency, particularly in the light of
the budgetary deficit projected in the report of the Com
missioner-General, and therefore urges non-contributing

54 Official Records ofthe General Assembl}', Fortieth Session. Supplement
No. 1.f(A/40/13 and Corr.! and Add. I and Add.I/Corr.l).

55 See A/40/580. annex.
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Governments to contribute regularly and contributing
Governments to consider increasing their regular contri
butions.

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

B

WORKING GROUP ON THE FINANCING OF THE UNITED
NATIONS RELIEF AND WORKS AGENCY FOR PALES
TINE REFUGEES IN THE NEAR EAST

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 2656 (XXV) of 7 December
1970,2728 (XXV) of 15 December 1970,2191 (XXVI) of
6 December 1971, 2964 (XXVII) of 13 December 1972,
3090 (XXVIII) of 7 December 1973, 3330 (XXIX) of 17
December 1974, 3419 D (XXX) of8 December 1975, 31/
IS C of 23 November 1976, 32190 D of 13 December
1971, 33/112 D of 18 December 1978, 34152 D of 23
November 1979, 35/13 D of3 November 1980, 36/146 E
of 16 December 1981, 37/120 A of 16 December 1982,
38/83 B of 15 December 1983 and 39/99 B of 14 Decem
ber 1984,

Recalling also its decision 36/462 of 16 March 1982,
whereby it took note of the special report of the Working
Group on the Financing of the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East56
and adopted the recommendations contained therein,

Having considered the report of the Working Group on
the Financing of the United Nations Relief and Works
-\gency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East,S7

Taking into account the report of the Commissioner
neral of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency

. Palestine Refugees in the Near East, covering the
period from I July 1984 to 30 June 1985,54

Gravely concerned at the critical financial situation of
the Agency, which has already reduced the essential mini
mum services being provided to the Palestine refugees and
which threatens even greater reductions in the future,

Emphasizing the urgent need for extraordinary efforts in
order t9 maintain, at least at their present minimum level,
the activities of the Agency,

I. Commends the Working Group on the Financing o:f
the United Nations Reliefand Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East for its efforts to assist in
ensuring the Agency's financial security;

2. Takes note with approval of the report of the Work
ing Group;

3. Requests the Working Group to continue its efforts,
in co-operation with the Secretary-General and the Com
missioner-General, for the financing of the Agency for a
further period of one year;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the nec
essary services and assistance to the Working Group for
the conduct of its work.

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

56 A/36/866; see also A/37/591.
57 A/401736; see also the special repon adopted on 26 March 1985 (A/40/

207).
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c

ASSISTANCE TO PERSONS DISPLACED AS A RESULT
OF THE JUNE 1967 AND SUBSEQUENT HOSTILITIES

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 39/99 C of 14 December 1984

and all its previous resolutions on the question,
Taking note of the report of the Commissioner-General

of the United Nations Reliefand Works Agency for Pales
tine Refugees in the Near East, covering the period from
1 July 1984 to 30 June 1985,54

Concerned about the continued human suffering result
ing from the hostilities in the Middle East,

l. Reaffirms its resolution 39/99 C and all its previous
resolutions on the question;

2. Endorses, bearing in mind the objectives of those
resolutions, the efforts ofthe Commissioner-General of the
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East to continue to provide humani
tarian assistance as far as practicable, en an emergency
basis and as a temporary measure, to other persons in the
area who are at presen·. displaced and in serious need of
COpttnued assistance as a result of the June 1967 and sub
sequent hostilities;

3. Strongly appeals to all Governments and to organi
zations and individuals to contribute generously for the
above purposes to the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East and to the
other intergovernmental and non-governmental organiza
tions concerned.

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

D

OFFERS BY MEMBER STATES OF GRANTS AND SCHOLAR
SHIPS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION, INCLUDING VOCA
TIONAL TRAINING, FOR PALESTINE REFUGEES

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 212 (Ill) of 19 November 1948

on assistance to Palestine refugees,
Recalling also its resolutions 35/13 B of 3 November

1980, 36/146 H of 16 December 1981, 37/120 D of 16
December 1982, 38/83 D of 15 December 1983 and 39/99
D of 14 December 1984,

Cognizant of the fact that the Palestine refugees have,
for the last three decades, lost their lands and means of
livelihood,

Having examined the report of the Secretary-General,58
Having also examined the report of the Commissioner

General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, covering the
period from 1 July 1984 to 30 June 1985,54

1. Urges all States to respond to the appeal contained
in General Assembly resolution 32/90 F of 13 December
1977 in a manner commensurate with the needs of Pales
tine refugees for higher education and vocational training;

2. Strongly appeals to all States, specialized agencies
and non-governmental organizations to augment the spe
cial allocations for grants and scholarships to Palestine ref
ugees in addition to their contributions to the regular
budget of the United Nations Reliefand Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East;

58A/40/612.

3. Expresses its appreciation to all Governments, spe
cialized agencies and non-governmental organizations that
responded favourably to General Assembly resolution 39/
99 D;

4. Invites the relevant specialized agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system to continue,
within their respective spheres of competence, to extend
assistance for higher education to Palestine refugee stu
dents;

5. Appeals to all States, specialized agencies and the
United Nations University to contribute generously to the
Palestinian universities in the territories occupied by Israel
since 1967, including, in due course, the proposed Univer
sity of Jerusalem "Al-Quds" for Palestine refugees;

6. Also appeals to all States, specialized agencies and
other international bodies to contribute towards the estab
lishment of vocational training centres for Palestine refu
gees;

7. Requests the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East to act as
the recipient and trustee for such special allocations and

·scholarships and to award them to qualified Palestine refu
gee candida~es;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session on the implementa
tion of the present resolution.

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

E

PALESTINE REFUGEES IN THE GAZA STRIP

The General Assembly,
Recalling Security Council resolution 237 (1967) of 14

June 1967,
Recalling also General Assembly resolutions 2792 C

(XXVI) of 6 December 1971, 2963 C (XXVII) of 13
December 1972, 30l;'j C (XXVIII) of 7 December 1973,
3331 D (XXIX) of 17 December 1974, 3419 C (XXX) of8
December 1975, 31/15 E of23 November 1976,32/90 C
of 13 December 1977, 33/112 E of 18 December 1978, 34/
52 F of23 November 1979, 35/13 F of3 November 1980,
36/146 A of 16 December 1981,37/120 E of 16 December
1982, 38/83 E of 15 December 1983 and 39/99 E of 14
December 1984,

Having considered the report of the Commissioner-Gen
eral of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East, covering the period
from 1 July 1984 to 30 June 1985,54 and the report of the
Secretary-General,59

Recalling the provisions of paragraph 11 of its resolu
tion 194 (Ill) of ! 1 December 1948 and considering that
measures to resettle Palestine refugees in the Gaza Strip
away from the homes and property from which they were
displaced constitute a violation of their inalienable right of
return,

Alarmed by the reports received from che Commis
sioner-General that the Israeli occupying authorities, in
contravention of Israel's obligation under international
law, persist in their policy of demolishing shelters occu
pied by refugee families,

1. Reiterates strongly its demand that Israel desist frcm
the removal and resettlement of Palestine refugees in the
Gaza Strip and from the destruction of their shelters;
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2. Requests the Secretary-General, after consulting
with the Commissioner-General of the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East, to report to the General Assembly, before the
opening of its forty-first session, on Israel's compliance
with paragraph 1 above.

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

F

RESUMPTION OF THE RATION DISTRIBUTION TO
PALESTINE REFUGEES

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 36/146 F of 16 December 1981,

371120 F of 16 December 1982, 38/83 F of 15 December
1983, 39/99 F of 14 December 1984 and all its previous
resolutions on the question, including resolution 302 (IV)
of 8 December 1949,

Having considered the report of the Commissioner-Gen
eral of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East, covering the period
from I July 1984 to 30 June 1985,54 and the report of the
Secretary-General,60

Deeply concerned at the interruption by the Agency,
owing to financial difficultl'es, of the general ration distri
bution to Palestine refugees in all fields,

I. Regrets that its resolutions 37/120 F, 38/83 F and
39/99 F have not been implemented;

2. Calls once again upon all Governments, as a matter
of urgency, to make the most generous efforts possible &Lld
to offer the necessary resources to meet the needs of the
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine
Refv3ees in the Near East, particularly in the light of the
interruption by the Agency of the general ration distribu
tion to Palestine refugees in all fields, and therefore urges
non-contributing Governments to contribute regularly and
contributing Governments to consider i.ncreasing their reg
ular contributions;

3. Requests the Commissioner-General to resume on a
continuing basis the interrupted general ration distribution
to Palestine refugees in all fields;

4. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with
the Commissioner-General, to report to the General
Assembly at its forty-first session on the implementation
of the present resolution.

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

G

POPULATION AND REFUGEES DISPLACED SINCE 1967

The General Assembly,
Recalling Security Council resoiution 237 (1967) of 14

June 1967,
Recalling also General Assembly resolutions 2252 (ES

V) of 4 July 1967, 2452 A (XXIII) of 19 December 1968,
2535 B (XXIV) of 10 December 1969, 2672 D (XXV) of8
December 1970, 2i~~ 'S: (XXVI) of 6 December 1971,
2963 C and D (XX\; d) of 13 December 1972, 3089 C

60 A/401766.
61 A/40/614.

(XXVIII) of 7 December 1973, 3331 D (XXIX) of 17
December 1974,3419 C (XXX) of8 December 1975,311
15 D of 23 November 1976, 32/90 E of 13 December
1977, 33/112 F of 18 December 1978, 34/52 E of 23
November 1979, ES-7/2 of 29 July 1980, 35/13 E of 3
November 1980, 36/146 B of 16 December 1981,37/120
G of 16 December 1982, 38/83 G of 15 December 1983
and 39/99 G of 14 December 1984,

Having considered the report of the Commissioner-Gen
eral of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East, covering the period
from I July 1984 to 30 June 1985,54 and the report of the
Secretary-General,61

1. ReqffirmJ' the inalienable right of all displaced
inhabitants to return to their homes or former places of
residence in the territories occupied by Israel since 1967,
and declares once more that any attempt to restrict, 'or to
attach conditions to, the free exercise of the right to return
by any displaced person is inconsistent with that inalien
able right and inadmissible;

2. Considers any and all agreements embodying any
restriction on, or condition for, the return of the displaced
inhabitants as null and void;

3. Strongly deplores the continued refusal of the Israeli
authorities to take steps for the return of the displaced
inhabitants;

4. Calls once more upon Israel:
(a) To take immediate steps for the return of all dis

placed inhabitants;
(b) To desist from all measures that obstruct the return

of the displaced inhabitants, including measures affecting
the physical and demographic structure of the occupied
territories;

5. Requests the Secretary-General, after consulting
with the Commissioner-General of the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East, to report to the General Assembly before the
opening of its forty-first session on Israel's compliance
with paragraph 4 above.

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

H

REVENUES DERIVED FROM PALESTINE REFUGEE
PROPERTIES

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 35/13 A to F of 3 November

1980, 36/146 C of 16 December 1981, 37/120 H of 16
December 1982, 38/83 H of 15 December 1983, 39/99 H
of 14 December 1984 and all its previous resolutions on
the question, including resolution 194 (Ill) of 11 Decem
ber 1948,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,62
Taking note also of the report of the Un,ited Nations

Conciliation Commission for Palestine, covering the
period from I September 1984 to 31 August 1985,63

Recalling that the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights8 and the principles of international law uphold the
principle that no one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his or
her private property,

Considering that the Palestine Arab refugees are entitled
to their property and to the income derived from their

62 Al40/616.
63 A/40/580. annex.

2.
and as
tation

3.
conce
tinent
prope
assist
presen

4.
retary
theqm

S. j
eral As
tion of

The
Rea

June 1
June 1
July 1
Augus
17 Au
523 (1

Rea
June 1
of24
83 r 0
1984,

Hav
Hav

Gene



Genenl AaeIIlbly-Fortieth Sesak..130

property, in conformity with the principles of justice and
equity,

Recalling, in particular, its resolution 394 (V) of 14
December 1950, in which it directed the United Nations
Conciliation Commission for Palestine, in consultation
with the parties concerned, to prescribe measures for the
protection ofthe rights, property and interests ofthe Pales
tine Arab refugees,

Taking note of the completion of the programme of
identification and evaluation of Arab property, as
announced by the United Nations Conciliation Commis
sion for Palestine in its twenty-second progress report,64
and ofthe fact that the Land Office had a schedule ofArab
owners and file of documents defining the location, area
and other particulars of Arab property,

1. Requests the Secretary-General to take all appropri
ate steps, in consultation with the United Nations Concili
ation Commission for Palestine, for the protection and
administration of Arab property, assets and property
rights in Israel, and to establish a fund for we receipt of
income derived therefrom, on behalf of the rightful own
ers;

2. Calls once again upon Israel to render all facilities
and assistance to the Secretary-General in the implemen
tation of the present resolution;

3. Calls upon all other Governments of Member States
concerned to provide the Secretary-General with any per
tinent information in their possession concerning Arab
property, assets and property rights in Israel, which would
assist the Secretary-General in the implementation of the
present resolution;

4. Deplores Israel's refusal to co-operate with the Sec
retary-General in the implementation ofthe resolutions on
the question;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session on the implementa
tion of the present resolution.

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

I

PROTECTION OF PALESTINE REFUGEES

The General Assembly,

Recalling Security Council resolutions 508 (1982) of 5
June 1982, 509 (1982) of 6 June 1982, 511 (1982) of 18
June 1982, 512 (1982) of 19 June 1982, 513 (1982) of 4
July 1982, 515 (1982) of 29 July 1982, 517 (1982) of 4
August 1982, 518 (1982) of 12 August 1982, 519 (1982) of
17 August 1982, 520 (1982) of 17 September 1982 and
523 (1982) of 18 October 1982,

Recalling General Assembly resolutions ES-7IS of 26
June 1982, ES-7/6 and ES-7/8 of 19 August 1982, ES-7/9
of24 September 1982, 37/120 J ofl6 December 1982, 381
83 lof IS December 1983 and 39/99 I of 14 December
1984, I

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General,6S
Having also considered the report of the Commissioner

General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency

64 Official Records ofthe General Assembly, Nineteenth Session, Annex No.
1lj document A/5700.

oS A/40I7S6.
66Camegie Endowment for International Peace. The Hague Conventions

and Declarations of 1899 and 1907 (New York. Oxford University PreSS,
1915). p. 100.

for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, covering the
period from I July 1984 to 30 June 1985,S4

Refe"ing to the humanitarian principles of the Geneva
Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons
in Time ofWar, of 12 August 1949,7 and to the obligations
arising from the Regulations annexed to the Hague Con
vention IV of 1907,66

Taking into consideration the marked deterioration in
the security situation experienced by the refugees living in
the Gaza Strip as reported by the Commissioner-General
in his statement of 4 November 1985,67

Deeply concerned at the lack of security for the Palestine
refugees in the Palestinian and other Arab territories occu
pied since 1967, including Jerusalem, resulting in scores of
violent deaths, woundings, kidnappings, disappearances,
evictions in the face of threats, explosions and arsons,

Deeply distressed at the sufferings of the Palestinians
resulting from the Israeli invasion of Lebanon,

Reaffirming its support for the sovereignty, unity and
territorial integrity of Lebanon, within its internationally
~gnized boundaries,

1. Urges the Secretary-General, in consultation with
the United Nations Reliefand Works Agency for Palestine
Refugees in the Near East, to undertake effective measures
to guarantee the safety and security and the legal and
human rights of the Palestine refugees in all the territories
under Israeli occupation in 1967 and thereafter;

2. Holds Israel responsible for the security ofthe Pales
tine refugees in the Palestinian and other Arab territories
occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem, and calls upon
it to fulfil its obligations as the occupying Power in this
regard, in accordance with the pertinent provisions of the
Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian
Persons in Time of War, of 12 August 1949;
, 3. Calls once again upon Israel, the occupying Power,
to release forthwith all detained Palestine refugees, inclu
ding the employees of the United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East;

4. Urges the Commissioner-General to provide hous
ing, in consultation with the Government of Lebanon, to
the Palestine refugees whose houses were demolished or
razed by the Israeli forces;

5. Calls once again upon Israel to compensate the
Agency for the damage to its property and facilities result
ing from the Israeli invasion of Lebanon, without preju
dice to Israel's responsibility for all damages resulting
from that invasion;

6. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with
the Commissioner-General, to report to the General
Assembly, before the opening of its forty-first session, on
the implementation of the present resolution.

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

J

PALESTINE REFUGEES IN THE WEST BANK

The General Assembly,
Recalling Security Council resolution 237 (1967) of 14

June 1967,

67 See Official Records ofthe G6neral Assembly, Fortieth Session, Special
Political Committee. 22nd meeting, paras. 27-38.
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Recalling also General Assembly resolutions 38/83 J of
15 December 1983 and 39/99 J of 14 December 1984,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General,68

Having also considered the report of the Commissioner
General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, covering the
period from 1 July 1984 to 30 June 1985,54

Alarmed by Israel's plans to remove and resettle the
Palestine refugees of the West Bank and to destroy their
camps,

Recalling the provisions of paragraph 11 of its resolu
tion 194 (Ill) of II December 1948 and considering that
measures to resettle Palestine refugees in the West Bank
away from the homes and property from which they were
displaced constitute a violation oftheir inalienable right of
return,

I. Calls once again upon Israel to abandon its plans
and to refrain from the removal, and from any action that
may lead to the removal and resettlement, ofPalestine ref
ugees in the West Bank and from the destruction of their
camps;

2. Requests the Secretary-Generai, in co-operation
with the Commissioner-General of the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East, to keep the matter under close supervision and
to report to the General Assembly, before the opening of
its forty-first session, on any developments regarding this
matter.

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

K

UNIVERSITY OF JERUSALEM "AL-QUDS" FOR
PALESTINE REFUGEES

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 36/146 G of 16 December
1981, 37/120 C of 16 December 1982, 38/83 K of IS
December 1983 and 39/99 K of 14 December 1984,

Having examined the report of the Secretary-General on
the question of the establishment ofa university at Jerusa
lem,69

Having also examined the report of the Commissioner
General of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency
for Palestine Refugees in the Near East, covering the
period from I July 1984 to 30 lune 1985,54

1. Commends the constructive efforts made by the' Sec
retary-General, the Commissioner-General of the United
Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees
in the Near East, the Council of the United Nations Uni
versity and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization, which worked diligently towards
the implementation ofGeneral Assembly resolution 38/83
D of 15 December 1983 and other relevant resolutions;

2. Further commends the close co-operation of the
competent educational authorities concerned;

3. Emphasizes the need for strengthening the educa
tional system in the Arab territories occupied since 5 June
1967, including Jerusalem, and specifically the need for
the establishment of the proposed university;

68 A/40/61 S.
69 A/40/S43.

4. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to take
all necessary measures for establishing the University of
Jerusalem, "A1-Quds", in accordance with General
Assembly resolution 35/13 BoO November 1980, giving
due consideration to the recommendations consistent with
the provisions of that resolution;

5. Calls upon Israel, the occupying Power, to co-oper
ate in the implementation of the present resolution and to
remove the hindrances which it has put in the way of
establishing the University of Jerusalem;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session on the progress
made in the implementation of the present resolution.

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

49/166. International co-operation to avert new
flows of refugees

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its resolutions 36/148 of 16 December
1981,37/121 of 16 December 1982,38/84 of 15 Decem
ber 1983 and 39/100 of 14 December 1984 on interna
tional co-operation to avert new flows of refugees,

Having examined the report of the Group of Govern
mental Experts on International Co-operation to Avert
New Flows of Refugees,70

Considering the urgency, magnitude and complexity of
the task before the Group of Governmental Experts,

Welcoming the fact that experts coming from least
developed countries were enabled to participate in the
1984 and 1985 sessions of the Group,

Recognizing the necessity ofhaving all the experts parti
cipate in the future sessions of the Group,

1. Welcomes the report of the Group ofGovernmental
Experts on International Co-operation to Avert New
Flows of Refugees, including its recommendations, as a
further constructive step in the fulfilment of its mandate;

2. Reaffirms and extends the mandate of the Group of
Governmental Experts as defined in General Assembly
resolutions 36/148 and 37/121;

3. Calls upon the Secretary-General, without prejudice
to the rule contained in resolution 36/148, to continue to
assist, as far as possible and by way of exception, the
experts coming from least developed countries, appointed
by the Secretary-General, to participate fully in the work
of the Group ofGovernmental Experts so that it may fulfil
its mandate;

4. Calls upon the Group of Governmental Experts to
work expeditiously on the fulfilment of its mandate in two
sessions of two weeks' duration each during 1986 and to
conclude its comprehensive review ofthe problem in all its
aspects;

5. Requests the Group of Governmental Experts to
submit its report in time for consideration by the General
Assembly at its forty-first session;

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "International co-oper
ation to avert new flows of refugees".

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985

70 A/40/38S, annex.
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40/167. Israel's decision to build a canalUnking the
Mediterranean Sea to the Dead Sea

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 36/150 of 16 December 1981,
37/122 of 16 December 1982, 38/85 of IS December 1983
and 39/101 of 14 December 1984,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,7\

71 Al40/80J.

I. Requests the Secretary-General to monitor on a con
tinuing basis any new development relating to the pro
posed canal linking the Mediterranean Sea to the Dead Sea
and to report all findings in this regard to the General
Assembly;

2. Decides to resume consideration of this item in case
activities by Israel relating to the said canal are resumed.

118th plenary meeting
16 December 1985
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40/169. Economic development projects in the 0ccu
pied Palestinian territories

The General Assembly,
Aware of the Israeli restrictions imposed on the foreign

trade of the occupied Palestinian territories,
Aware also ofthe imposed domination ofthe Palestinian

market by Israel,
Taking into account the need to give Palestinian firms

and products direct access to external markets without
Israeli interference,

Noting with regret the lack of progress in the implemen
tation of General Assembly resolution 39/223 of 18
December 1984, as reflected in the report ofthe Secretary
General on economic development projects in the occu
pied Palestinian territories,2

. I. Calls for the urgent lifting of the Israeli restrictions
Imposed on the economy of the occupied Palestinian terri
tories;

2. Recognizes the Palestinian interest in establishing a
seaport in the occupied Gaza Strip to give Palestinian
finns and products direct access to external markets·

3. Calls upon all concerned to facilitate the establish
ment of a seaport in the occupied Gaza Strip;

4. Also calls upon all concerned to facilitate the estab
lishment ofa cement plant in the occupied West Bank and
a citrus plant in the occupied Gaza Strip;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to continue his
efforts to facilitate the establishment of the above-men
~ioned projects an~ to report to the General Assembly at
Its forty-first seSSion, through the Economic and Social
Council, on the progress made in the implementation of
the present resolution.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

their aid to the occupied Palestinian territories only for the
benefit of the Palestinian people;

6. Requests the Secretary-General:
(a) To review the progress made in the implementa

tion of the proposed activities and projects described in his
report on assistance to the Palestinian people;

(b) To take all necessary steps to finalize the pro
gramme ofeconomic and social assistance to the Palestin
ian people requested in General Assembly resolution 38/
145 of 19 December 1983;

(c) To convene in 1986 a meeting of the relevant pro
grammes, organizations, agencies, funds and organs of the
United Nations system to consider economic and social
assistance to the Palestinian people;

(d) To provide for the participation in the meeting of
the Palestine Liberation Organization, the Arab host
countries and relevant intergovernmentalliDd non-govern
mental organizations;

7. .Requests the relevant program.mes, organizations,
ag~ncles,. funds. and oJP,Ds of the Untted Nations system
to Intensify their efforts, In co-operation with the Palestine
Liberation Organization, to provide economic and social
assistance to the Palestinian people;

8. Also requests that United Nations assistance to the
Palestinians in the Arab host countries should be rendered
in co-operation with the Palestine Liberation Organization
and with the consent of the Arab host Government con
cerned;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
e~ Assembl~at its forty-first session, through the Econo
mic and SOCIal Council, on the progress made in the
implementation of the present resolution.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

5See Report ofthe United Nations Water Conference Mar del Plata 14-25
March 1977 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.77.II.A.l2) chap. I.

6 N40/108.ElI985149. •

40/171. International Drinking Water Supply and
Sanitation Decade

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 32/158 of 19 December 1977 in

which it approved the Mar del Plata Action Plan adopted
by the United Nations Water Conference,S

Recalling also its resolution 35/18 of 10 November
1980, by which it proclaimed the period 198 I-1990 as the
International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Dec
ade, .

Recalling further Economic and Social Council resolu
tion 1983/57 of 28 July 1983, in which the Council urged
Governments of developing countries to adopt national
targets for drinking water supply and sanitation services
com~ensurate ~th resource availability, absorptiv~
capacity and ability, and to formulate action plans and
programmes for reaching the targets set,

Mindful of the fact that significant progress towards
meeting the objectives of the Decade by 1990 will require
a much greater sense of urgency and priority on the part of
Governments and the continued support of the interna
tional community,

l. Welcomes the recommendations and conclusions
contained in the report of the Secreiary-General on pro~

gress in the attainment of the goals of the International
Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade;6

'40/170. Assistance to the Palestinian people
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 39/224 of 18 December 1984,
Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution

1985/57 of 25 July 1985,
Recalling further the Programme of Action for the

Ac~ievementof Palestinian Rights, adopted by the Inter
natIOnal Conference oc the Question of Palestine,3

Noting the need to provide economic an': social assist
ance to the Palestinian people,

I. Takes note of the report ofthe Secretary-General on
assistance to the Palestinian people;4

2. Notes the meeting on assistance to the Palestinian
people that was held at Geneva on 5 and 8 July 1985 in
response to General As~;.;',mbly resolution 391224;

3. Expresses its thanks to the Secretary-General for
convening the meeting on assistance to the Palestinian
people;

4. Regards such a meeting as a valuajle opportunity to
assess progress in economic and social assistance to the
Palestinian people and to explore ways and means of
enhancing such assistance;

5. Draws the attention ofthe international community
the United Nations system and intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations to the need to disburse

2 N40/367-ElI985/116.
3 Report of the International Conference on the Question of Palestine

Geneva. 29 August-7 September 1983 (United Nations publication Sales No'
E.83.I.21), chap. I, sect. B. ' .

4A140/353·ElI985/115 and Corr.1 and Add. I and Add.I/Corr.!.
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2. Encourages Governments to seek to implement the

recommendations for action contained in the report, in
particular:

(a) To strengthen national C9~..abilities for policy form
ulation and for the preparatior. implementation and mon
itoring of water supply and sanitation programmes and
projects;

(b) To prepare and implement national strategies to
meet and develop both present and longer-term needs for
skilled human resources;

(c) To intensify efforts to improve the mobilization
and utilization of national financial resources;

(d) To increase the attention devoted to health educa
tion and community participation and to the need for
close operational linkages between health and water supply
agencies;

(e) To formulate and implement strategies that will
enhance the participation ofwomen in the planning, oper
ation and assessment of water and sanitation programmes
and projects;

3. Calls upon organs, organizations and bodies of the
United Nations system, as well as other multilateral, bilat
eral and non-governmental organizations, to continue and,
where possible, increase their assistance to Governments
in support of national plans and programmes for the Dec
ade as well as in support ofefforts to implement the above
mentioned recommendations for action;

4. Urges the international community to take note of
the need to enhance co-ordination of technical co-opera
tion activities at the global and national levels and, in this
regard, supports the role of the resident representatives of
the United Nations Development Programme as focal
points for the Decade at the country level;

5. Takes note ofthe need to focus efforts and resources
on the least developed countries where requirements for
drinking water and sanitation are the greatest, and of the
need to give special consideration to the countries of sub
Saharan Africa;

6. Requests the Secretary-General, at the end of the
Decade, in 1990, to prepare a report on the progress
achieved during the Decade, providing a detailed com
pai'ative analysis based as much as possible on quantita
tive data, as well as recommendations for future and
follow-up action that may be required, for submission to
the General Assembly at its forty-fifth session.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/172. World Tourism Organization
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 32/l56 and 32/157 of 19

December 1977, 33/122 of 19 December 1978, 34/134 of
14 December 1979, 36/41 of 19 November 1981 and 38/
146 of 19 December 1983,

l. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General of
the World Tourism Organization' on the progress made in
impiementing the Manila Declaration8 and the Acapulco
Document9 on World Tourism, and recognizes that the
new approach of the World Tourism Organization, in
which tourism is seen in the wider context of travel, can
make a positive contribution to economic development;

2. Invites States to take that approach into account
when formulating their travel policies and strategies, in
accordance with their development plans;

, A!40/363-ElI985197.
8 A!36/236. annex. appendix I.

3. Requests the United Nations Development Pro
gramme and other bodies of the United Nations system
with an interest in this area to co-operate with the WorId
Tourism Organization in accordance with the Manila Dec
laration and the Acapulco Document on World Tourism;

4. Requests the Secretary-General of the World
Tourism Organization to submit to the General Assembly
at its forty-second session, through the Economic and
Social Council, a report on the progress made in imple
menting the present resolution and the relevant resolutions
of the World Tourism Organization, particularly on the
contribution of world tourism to regional development
and the preservation of and respect for the cultural heri
tage of developing countries.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/173. International economic security

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December

19('i0, containing the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 320 I (S-VI)
and 3202 (S-VI) of 1 May 1974, containing the Declara
tion and the Programme ofAction on the Establishment of
a New International Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12
December 1974, containing the Charter of Economic
Rights and Duties ofStates, 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September
1975 on development and international economic co
operation, and 35/56 of 5 December 1980, the annex to
which contains the International Development Strategy
for the Third United Nations Development Decade,

Recalling also the purposes and principles set forth in
the Charter of the United Nations, in particular that of
achieving international co-operation in solving interna
tional problems ofan economic, social, cultural or human
itarian character and the inadmissibility of the threat or
use of force in international relations,

Reje"ing to Economic and Social Council resolution
1911 (LVII) of2 August 1974,.

Considering that ever-increasing interdependence
between States and regions is an inevitable condition of
world economic development, which determines the
mutuality ofinterest ofall countries in promoting develop
ment in a secure world. environment,

Convinced that all countries would benefit from a more
stable economic, trade, monetary and financial situation
and from equitable solutions of the existing problems in
these areas,

Further convinced that alleviation of the urgent econo
mic problems of developing countries and elimination of
the gap in the levels of economic development are major
factors of international economic stability and a better
political climate,

Recognizing the need to promote international econo
mic security aimed at the economic and social develop
ment and progress of each country, in particular develop
ing countries, through international economic co
operation and utilizing the potential of multilateral and
regional organizations,

l. Considers that a common endeavour to promote
just and mutually beneficial international economic rela
tions would contribute to the economic well-being of each
State and to the establishment of a new international eco-
nomic order; .

9 A!38/182-ElI983/66, annelt, appendilt.
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2. Requests the Secretary-General, taking into account
the relevant previous studies, to prepare a comprehensive
analytical report on a concept of international economic
security, including ways and means of its attainment, with
emphasis on the development interests of developing
countries, for submission through the Economic and
Social Council to the General Assembly at its forty-second
session;

3. Calls upon all Governments and organizations,
organs and bodies of the United Nations system to con
tribute to the implementation of the present resolution.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/174. Co-operation between the United Nations
and the Agency for Cultural and Technical
Co-operation .

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 33/18 of 10 November 1978, by
which it accorded observer status to the Agency for Cul
tural and Technical Co-operation,

Recalling also its resolution 36/174 of 17 December
1981, in which it recognized the necessity of strengthening
co-operation between the United Nations and the Agency
for Cultural and Technical Co-operation, and its resolu
tion 37/132 of 17 December 1982,

I. Requests the Secretary-Gener.u, in collaboration
with the Secretary-General of the Agency for Cultural and
Technical Co-operation, to update his report on co-opera
tion between the United Nations and the Agency for Cul
tural and Technical Co-operation;10

2. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit the
updated report to the General Assembly at its forty-first
session, through the Economic and Social Council at its
second regular session of 1986.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/17S. Countries stricken by desertification and
drought

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 391208 of 17 December 1984
and Economic and Social Council decision 1985/176 of25
July 1985, as well as its Declaration on the Critical Econo
mic Situation in Africa, annexed to its resolution 39/29 of
3 December 1984,

Noting Africa's Priority Programme for Economic
Recovery 1986-1990,11 adopted by the Assembly of Heads
of State and Government of the Organization of African
Unity at its twenty-first ordinary session, held at Addis
Ababa from 18 to 20 July 1985,

Congratulating the Government of Senegal for having
taken the initiative of convening the Ministerial Con
ference for a joint policy to combat desertification in the
countries of the Permanent Inter-State Committee on
Drought Control in the Sahel and the Economic Commu
nity of West African States, in the Maghreb countries and
in Egypt and the Sudan, which met at Dakar, for the first
time from 18 to 27 July 1984,12 and for the second time
from 1 to 9 November 1985,13

10 Al381236.ElI983I7S.
11 Al40/666, annex I, declaration AHG/Decl.1 (XXI), annex.
12 See Al39/S30, annex.
13 See AlC.2/40/1O, annex.

Congratulating the Government of Egypt for having
invited the first African Environmental Conference, organ,..
ized by the United Nations Environment Programme in
consultation with the Economic Commission for Africa
and the Organization ofAfrican Unity, to be held at Cairo
in December 1985,

Congratulating also the Government of France for
having taken the initiative of convening an international
conference on tree and forest, to be held in Paris in Feb
ruary 1986,

Noting the positive action taken by the United Nations
Sudano-Sahelian Office, as part of a joint effort by the
United Nations Development Programme and the United
Nations Environment Programme to help twenty-two
African countries, on behalf of the United Nations Envi
ronment Programme, implement the Plan .. ; Action to
Combat Desertification,14

Taking note of decision 12/10 of 28 May 1984 on
desertification, adopted by the GC'veming Council of the
United Nations Environment Programme,IS

Welcoming the establishment by six east African
countries - Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, the
5udan and Uganda - of an Intergovernmental Authority
for Drought and Development for the purpose ofcombat
ing the effects of drought in those countries,

Deeply concerned by the tragic consequences of the
acceleration of desertification, combined with persistent
drought - the most serious recorded this century - which
have resulted in a substantial drop in the agricultural out
put of many developing countries and have contributed
particularly to a worsening of the current economic crisis
in Africa,

Noting with great anxiety that desertification and
drought continue to spread and intensify in developing
countries, particularly in Africa,

Aware that the problems of desertification and drought
are increasingly assuming a structural and endemic
character and that real and permanent solutions must be
found in increased global efforts based on concerted action
by the stricken countries and the international community,

Bearing in mind that the majority of the count.~es

affected by desertification and drought are low-income
countries and, for the most part, belong to the group of the
least developed countries, particularly those in Africa,

Aware that the prime responsibility in the struggle
against desertification and the effects ofdrought rests with
the countries concerned and that such action is an essential
component of their development,

Recognizing, however, that given the scope and the
intensity of desertification and drought, particularly in the
least developed countries, the attainment of the objectives
ofprogrammes to combat these scourges requires financial
and human resources beyond the means of the affected
countries,

Considering the interdependence between developed
countries and those affected by desertification and
drought, and the negative impact of those phenomena on
the economies of the countries concerned,

Emphasizing the fundamental importance of all forms
of South-South co-operation in executing programmes to
combat desertification and drought,

14 Report ofthe United Nalions Conference on DesertijU:ation. Nairobi, 29
August-9 September /977 (AlCONF.74/36), chap. I.

f5 See Official Records ofthe General Assembly. Thirty-ninth Session, Sup
plement No. 25 (Al39I2S). annex.
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Taking note of ifie preliminary report of the Secretary
General on the countries stricken by desertification and
drought,16

I. Welcomes the results of the Ministerial Conference
for a joint policy to combat desertification in the countries
of the Permanent Inter-State Committee on Drought Con
trol in the Sah~1 and the Economic Community of West
African States, in the Maghreb countries and in Egypt and
the Sudan, and takes note with satisfaction of the final res
olution adopted by the Conference in 198412 and that
adopted in 1985;13

2. Takes note with satisfaction of the establishment by
the Organization of African Unity of the Special Emer
gency Assistance Fund for Drought and Famine in Africa;

3. Recommends that high priority should be given in
the development plans and programmes of the affected
countries themselves to the problem ofdesertification and
to problems resulting from drought;

4. Recognizes that particular attention should be given
to countries stricken by desertification and drought and
that special efforts should be made by the international
community, particularly the developed countries, in sup
port of action taken individually or collectively by the
affected countries;

5. Recommends that the international community,
above all the developed countries, should continue to pro
vide coherent short-term, medium-term and long-term
assistance to those countries in order to support the reha
bilitation process effectively - in particular through inten
sive reafforestation - and the renewal of growth of
agricultural production in the countries stricken by deserti
fication and drought, particularly in Africa;

6. Recommends that, within the framework ofbilateral
and multilateral development aid programmes, the fight
against desertification and drought should be granted pri
ority in view of the extent of those problems;

7. Appeals to all members ofthe international commu
nity, including organs and agencies. of the United Nations
system, regional and subregional financial institutions, and
non-governmental organizations, to continue to provide
full support, in all forms - including financial, technical
or any other form of assistance - to the development
efforts ofcountries stricken by desertification and drought;

8. Takes note with satisfaction of the generosity with
which the international community has responded to the
assistance needs resulting from the emergency in Africa,
particularly as regards food aid, transport and medical
assistance;

9. Requests the appropriate organs and agencies of the
United Nations to provide the Secretary-General, for
transmission to the stricken countries, with all relevant
studies carried out in their respective spheres of compe
tence, in particular with respect to food and agricultural
production, development of wster resources, industriali
zation and raw materials, including the studies carried out
by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop
ment on the impact of desertification and drought on the
foreign trade of the stricken countries, including similarly,
the studies to determine the interaction between forest
zones and arid regions and their influence on the accele~
tion of desertification, particularly in Africa;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to take all neces
sary steps to ensure that his final report on the implemen
tation of resolution 391208, which is to be submitted to
the General Assembly through the Economic and Social

16 A/40/J92-EfI985/ll7.
17 See World Food Programme, Report of the Twentieth Session of the

Committee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes, Rome, 30 September-1O
Odober 1985 (WFP/CFA: 20/20).

Council at its second regular session of 1986, contains pro
posals for specific action to be undertaken, as indicated in
the present resolution.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/176. Target for World Food Programme pledges
for the period 1987-1988

The General Assembly,
Recalling the provisions of its resolution 2095 (XX) of

20 December 1965 to the effect that the World Food Pro
gramme is to be reviewed before each pledging conference,

Recalling also the provisions of paragraph 4 of its reso
lution 38/176 of 19 December 1983 that, subject to the
review mentioned above, the next pledging conference
should be convened at the latest early in 1986, at which
time Governments and appropriate donor organizations
should be invited to pledge contributions for the biennium
1987-1988, with a view to reaching such a target as may be
then recommended by the General Assembly and the Con
ference of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations,

Noting that the review of the Programme was under
taken by the Committee on Food Aid Policies and Pro
grammes of the World Food Programme at its twentieth
session,

Having considered the recommendations of the Com
mittee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes,17

Recognizing the value of multilateral food aid as imple
mented by the World Food Programme since its inception
and the necessity for continuing its action both as a form
of capital investment and for meeting emergency food
needs,
. 1. Establishes for the two years 1987 and 1988 a target
for voluntary contributions to the World Food Programme
of $1.4 billion, comprising 3.25 million tons of food at
current prices and $405 million in cash, and expresses the
hope that such resources will be augmented by substantial
additional contributions from Qther sources in recognition
of the prospective volume of sound project requests and
the capacity of the Programme to operate at a higher level;

2. Urges States Members of the United Nations and
members and associate members of the Food and Agricul
ture Organiz2tion of the United Nations and appropriate
donor organizations to make every effort to ensure the full
attainment of the target;

3. Requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation
with the Director-General of the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, to convene a pledging
conference for this purpose at United Nations Head
quarters early in 1986;

4. Decides that, subject to the review provided for in
its resolution 2095 (XX), the next pledging conference at
which Governments and appropriate donor organizations
should be invited to pledge contributions for the biennium
1989·1990, with a view to reaching such a target as may be
then recommended by the Genera! Assembly and the Con
ference of the Food and Agricultu~ Organization of the
United Nations, should be convened, at the latest, early in
1988.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985
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40/177. Co-ordination in the United Nations and the
United NatiOll.'J system

The General Assembly,
Recalling relevant parts of Articles 15, 17,57,58,63

and 64 of the Charter of the United Nations,
Reaffirming its resolution 32/197 of 20 December 1977,

by which it, inter alia, endorsed the conclusions and rec
ommendations, as amended, of the Ad Hoc Committee on
the Restructuring of the Economic and Social Sectors of
the United Nations System, among which were guidelines
and directives on inter-agency co-ordination,

Reaffirming further Economic and Social Council reso
lution 1985/77 ,)f 26 July 1985,

Taking note of the references which were made to the
importance ofco-ordination in statements during the forti
eth anniversary session of the United Nations,

Convinced of the pressing need for effective co-ordina
tion and co-operation within the framework of the United
Nations system, at both the intergovernmental and inter
secretariat levels, to ensure coherent, efficient and respon
sive implementation of programmes in the fi..:ture,

Bearing in mind problems that have arisen in co-ordina
tion,

Considering that it is important to take steps to improve
further the effectiveness of the United Nations system,

I. Stresses the need for effective and improved co
ordination in the United Nations system as laid down in
the Charter of the United Nations and the agreements
between the United Nations and the specialized agencies,
and calls upon all concerned to observe more vigorously
their responsibilities in this regard;

2. Requests the Secretary-General, after consultation
with the executive heads of the specialized agencies, to re
examine critically and constructively aD aspects of the
questiolll of co-ordination in the United Nations and the
United Nations system; to submit to the General Assem
bly at its forty-second session, through the Committee for
Programme and Co-ordination and the Economic and
Social Council, a comprehensive report setting out his
considered views on current mechanisms and procedures,
and his specific recommendations aimed at enhancing co
ordination in the future, as envisaged in the Charter of the
United Nations and the agreements between the United
Nations and the' specialized agencies and in accordance
with the relevant resolutions; to report orally to the Econo
mic and Social Council at its second regular session of
1986 and to submit a progress report to the Assembly
early in its forty-first session.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/178. Strengthening the role of the United
Nations in the field of international econo
mic, scientific-technological and social co
operation

The General Assembly,
Reaffirming the fundamental purposes of the United

Nations as laid down in its Charter,
Recognizing that the creation of conditions of stability

and weD-being is necessary for peaceful and friendly rela
tions among nations based on respect for the principle of
equal rights and self-determination of peoples,

Reaffirming that the United Nations, with a view to the
creation of such conditions, should promote higher stand
ards of living, full employment, conditions of economic
and social progress and development, solutions of interna-

tional economic, social, health and related problems,
international cultural and educational co-operation, and
universal respect for, and observance of, human rights and
fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to
race, sex, language or religion,

Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of
I May 1974, containing the Declaration and the Pro
gramme ofAction on the Establishment ofa New Interna
tional Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December
1974, containing the Charter of Economic Rights and
Duties of States, 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on
development and international economic co-operation
and 35/56 of 5 December 1980, the annex to which con
tains the International Development Strategy for the Third
United Nations :Development Decade,

Aware of the current state of international economic
relations which calls for renewed efforts to promote inter
national economic co-operation and to create a more
favourable environment for advancing the economic and
social development ofall countries, in particular the devel
oping countries,

Stressing the importance of multilateral economic nego
tiations in the United Nations system,

Noting the important role and historic responsibility of
Governments for promoting international economic co
operation and for conducting fruitful multilateral negotia
tions to this end,

Stressing that the purposes of the United Nations can be
achieved only under conditions in which its Members
comply fuDy with their obligations assumed under the
Charter,

Expressing the hope and desire that the ye'U 1985 will
mark the beginning ofa new era ofdurable and global eco
nomic and social co-operation, of strengthening :he role of
the United Nations system and of further enhancing its
effectiveness in this regard,

I. Reaffirms that co-operation among all nations
should be based on respect for the independence, sover
eignty and territorial inttlgrity ef each State, including the
right of each people to choose freely its own socio-econo
mic and political system;

2. Appeals to aD Member States to reaffirm their sol
emn pledge to take joint and separate action in co-opera
tion with the Organization for the achievement of the pur
poses set forth in the Charter on international economic
co-operation and to contribute genuinely their share of
efforts to this end;

3. Emphasizes the important contribution of the
United Nations system in responding to the particular
needs of the developing countries, and stresses in this con
text the need to strengthen multilateral co-operation for
development, including increased voluntary contributions
to operational activities for development of the United
Nations system;

4. Emphasizes also the urgent need for all Member
States to intensify their contribution to creating an atmos
phere favourable to fruitful and constructive negotiations
on international economic problems within the United
Nations system;

5. Stresses the willingness of Member States to
strengthen the United Nations system as a framework for
constructive dialogue and joint efforts in solving interna
tional economic, scientific-techno~ogical and social prob
lems, especially problems confronting the developing
countries;

6. Urges aD Member States to continue in a construc
tive spirit and in good faith the negotiations initiated in
the United Nations system on international economic
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issues and to bring them to a successful end by reaching
mutually acceptable and just solutions in accordance with
the objectives agreed llpon;

7. Invites the Ser;retary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly, in his annual reports, on the progress
achieved in the implementation of the present resolution.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/179. Patterns of consumption: qualitative aspects
of development

The General Assembly,
Bearing in mind the provisions of the Charter of the

United Nations, in particular Article SS, and the provi
sions of articles 22 to 26 of the Universal Declaration of
Hnman Rights,18 as well as the International Covenant on
Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights, 19

Recalling General Assembly resolution 3345 (XXIX) of
17 December 1974 and Economic and Social Council res
olution 1981/5 I of 22 July 1981 on the interrelationships
between population, resources, environment and develop
ment, as well as the discussion of the reports of the Secre
~-General on the question,20

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on
the overall socio-economic perspective of the world econ
omy to the year 2000,21

Convinced of the necessity to preserve in the long term
the balance between resources, population, environment
and development, taking into account the advances J.11ade
in science and technology and the progress accomplished
in the transfer of technological innovations to developing
countries,

Recallingfurther, as stated in paragra~h8 of.the Inte!'l1a
tional Development Strategy for the Third Umted Nations
Development Decade,22 that the development process
must promote human dignity, ecopomic growth, produc
tive employment and social equity and that the ultimate
aim of development is the constant improvement of the
well-being of the entire population on the basis of i~s ~

participation in the process ofdevelo~m~ntand a fair diS
tribution of the benefits therefrom, Wlthm the framework
of the development plans and national priorities of each
country,

Reaffirming, in accordance with the goals and objecti~es

of the International Development Strategy for the ThIrd
United Nations Development Decade, in particular ~ra
graph 42 thereof, that the i~ternational com~unit'¥ will
provide technical and finanCial support to achieve Imme
diate and long-term social and economic objectives in the
context of an overall substantial increase in resources for
development, paying due respect to the cultural identities
of nations and peoples,

Considering that, in order to satisfy the fundamen~1
socia-economic needs, it is important to promote, ID

accordance with national economic plans and priorities,
the production of goods and services necessary for the
improvement of the human condition,

Noting that the United Nations has undertake~ to es~b
lish consolidated inventories of data on the enVIronment,
natural resources, existing infrastructures and population,
including the structure and socio-economic needs ofpopu
lation groups,

Recalling also that the Statistical Commission, the
United Nations Research Institute for Social Development

18 Resolution 217 A (Ill).
19 See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
20 El I979175, ElI981/65, A!36!57 I.

and other bodies in the United Nations system have
undertaken studies of socio-economic indicators,

Aware of the need for methods to measure with greater
accuracy the level of satisfaction of socio-economic needs
in the developing countries, in order to facilitate the search
for better ways of improving living standards,

I. Reaffirms the common goal pursued by the interna
tional community ofrealizing, through national efforts and
international co-operation, and in accordance with the
organization and resources ofeach country, the enjoyment
of the economic, social and cultural rights indispensable
for the development of the human condition as well as for
the well-being of individuals and their families, especially
in regard to food, clothing, housing, education, health care
and necessary social services;

2. Considers that an accurate assessment of the advan
ces in living standards requires a reliable measu~n, instru
ment consisting ofa set of indicators related to hvmg con
ditions, employment and the circu.ms~ces unde~l>:ing
them, and the improvement of baSIC national statls~cal
programmes and capabilities related to food, ~Iothing,

housing, education, health care and necessary SOCIal serv
ices;

3. Notes the importance of identifying, for national
use, indicative patterns of consumption that adequately
meet fundamental socio-economic needs and are tailored
to local and national requirements, particularly in devel
oping countries, taking into account national experience,
plans. and strategies;

4. Encourages, in this regard, countries to undertake
efforts to collect, tabulate and regularly publish accurate
and updated data on consumption and living standards for
different population groups, bearing. in mind the n~ ror
more international attention to be gIven to the qualitative
aspects of development;
. 5. Requests the SecretaryGGeneral to continue to
implement General Assembly resolution 33~5 (XXIX~ in
order to assist all States, particularly developlDg countries,
and the organs of the United Nations in their efforts to
advance knowledge on the interrelated issues of resources,
population, environment and development;

6. Further requests the Secretary-General to prepare a
report on patterns of consumption and related socio-eco
nomic indicators, based on the views of all interested
States and cn information about the work done so far by
relevant bodies in the United Nations system, in particular
the United Nations Research Institute for Social Develop
ment and to submit the report to the Statistical Commis
sion ~i: its twenty-fourth session for consideration, and
requests the Economic and Social Council to report
thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-second ses
sion.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/180. Agreement between the United Nations and
the United Nationg Industrial Development
Organization

The General Assembly,
Recalling paragraph 11 of its resolution 34/96 of 13

December 1979,
Having considered Economic and Social Council resolu

tion 1985/81 of !2 December 1985, and the draft agree
ment annexed thereto, intended to bring the United

21 A!40/519.
22 Resolution 35/56, annex.
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Nations Industrial Development Organization into rela
tionship with the United Nations in accordance with Arti
cles 57 and 63 of the Charter of the United Nations,

Approves the Agreement between the United Nations
and the United Nations Industrial Development Organiza
tion set fOrlu in the annex to the present resolution.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

ANNEX

Ap-eemeat betweea the United Natiolls aDd tIJe United Natlou
IDdastrlal J)eYclopmeDt Orpalzadoo

PREAMBLE

In consideration of the provisions of Article S7 of the Chaner of the
United Nations and ofarticle 18 of the Constitution of the United Nations
Industrial Development Organization, the United Nations and the United
Nations Industrial Development Organization agree as follows:

Anicle J

REcoGNITION

The United Nations recognizes the United Nations Industrial Develop
ment Organization (hereinafter called the "Organization") as a specialized
agency within the United Nations system as defined in its Constitution
and as being responsible for taking appropriate action in accordance with
its Constitution, as well as with any treaties and agreements administerM
by it

Anicle2

CO-ORDINATION AND CO-OPERATION

In its relations with the United Nations, its organs and the agencies of
the United Nations system, the Organization recognizes the co-ordinating
role, as well as the comprehensive responsibilities in promoting economic
and social development, of the General Assembly and the Economic and
Social Council under the Charter ofthe United Nations. The Organization,
in exercise of its central co-ordinating role in the field of industrial devel
opment, recognizes the need for effective co-ordination and co-operation
with the United Nations, its organs and the agencies within the United
Nations system. Accordingly, the Organization agrees to co-operate with
the United Nations in whatever measure may be necessary to effect the
required co-ordination of policies and activities. The Organization agrees
further to participate in the work ofany United Nations bodies which have
been established or may be established for the purpose of facilitating such
co-operation and co-ordination, in particular through membership in the
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination.

Anicle 3

RECIPROCAL REPRESENTATION

(a) Representatives of the United Nations shall be invited to attend the
sessions of all the bodies of the Organization and all such other meetings
convened by the Organization, and to participate, without the right to vote,
in the deliberations of such bodies and at such meetings. Written state
ments presented by the United Nations shall be distributed by the Organi
zation to its members.

(b) Representatives ofthe Organization shall be invited to attend meet
ings and to participate, without the right to vote and in accordance with the
relevant rules ofprocedure, in the deliberations ofthe Economic.and Social
Council, its commissions and committees, of the Main Committees and
other organs of the General Assembly, of the Governing Council of the
United Nations Development Programme, and of the conferences and
meetings of the United Nations, with respect to items of the agenda
relating to industrial development matters within the scope ofthe activities
of the Organization and other matters of mutual interest. Written state·
ments presented by the Organization shall be distributed by the Secretariat
of the United Nations to the members of the above-mentioned bodies, in
accordance with the relevant rules of proc.."<iure.

(c) Representatives ofthe Organization shall be invited, for purposes of
consultation, to attend meetings of tile General Assembly when matters as
defined in paragraph (b) above are under discussion.

Anicle 1#

PROPOSAL OF AGENDA ITEMS

(a) After such preliminary consuitation as may be necessary, the
United Nations may propose items for consideration by the Organization.
The Organization shall arrange for the inclusion ofsuch items in the provi.
sional agenda of its General Conference, Industrial Development Board,
Proiramme and Budget Committee, or any other subsidiary body, as
appropriate.

(bj After such preliminary consultation as may be necessary, the
Organization may propose items for consideration by the United Nations.
The United Nations shall arrange for the inclusion ofsuch items in the pr0

visional agenda of the Economic and Social Council or, as appropriate and
in accordance with the relevant rules of procedure, of other organs or
bodies of the United Nations.

Anicle 5

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE UNITED NATIONS
(a) Having regard to the obligation of the Uniled Nations to promote

the objectives set forth in Article SS of the Charter of the United Nations
and the function and power of the Economic and Social Council, under
Article 62 of the Charter, to make or initiate studies and repons with
respect to international economic, social, cultural, educatio.'Ia1, health and
related matters and to make recommendations concerning tht.-.e matters to
the specialized agencies concerned, and having regard also to lI'1e responsi.
bility of the United Nations. under Articles S8 and 63 of the Charter, to
make recommendations for the co-ordination of the policies and activities
ofsuch specialized agencies, the Organization agrees to arrange ft1r the sub
mission, as soon as possible, to the appropriate organ of the DrgalDization,
ofall fonnal recommendations which the United Nations may make to iL

(b) The Organization agrees to enter into consultation with the United
Nations upon request with respect to such recommendations. and in due
course to repon to the United Nations on the action taken by the Organiza·
tion or by its members to give effect to such recommendations. or on the
other results of their consideration.

Anicle 6

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ORGANiZATION, INFORMATION AND
DOCUMENTS

(a) The Organization shall submit to the United Nations an annual
repon on its activities.

(b) Subject to such llITIiIIgements as may be necessary for the safeguard.
ing ofconfidential material, full and prompt exchange ofappropriate infor
mation and documents shalllle made between the United Nations and the
Organization.

Anicle 7

STATISTICAL SERVICES
(a) The United Nations and the Organization agree to strive for the

maximum co-operation, the elimination of all undesirable duplication
between them and the most efficient use of their technical personnel in
their resPective COllection, analysis, publication and dissemination of sta
tistical infonnation. They agree to combine their efforts to secure the great
est possible usefulness and utilization ofstatistical infonnation and to min
imize the burden placed upon Governments and other organizations from
which such infonnation may be collected.

(b) The Organization recognizes the United Na!ions as the central
agency for the collection, analysis, publication, standardization and
improvement of statistics serving the general purposes of intelnational
organizations.

(c) . The United Nations recognizes the Organization as an appropriate
agency for the collection, analysis, publication. standardization and
improvement of statistics within its sphere, without prejudice to the right
of the United Nations, its organs and other agencies within the United
Nations system to concern themselves with such statistics in so far as they
may be essential for their own purposes or for the improvement of statis
tics throughout the world.

(d) The United Nations shall, in consultation with the Organization
and other agencies within the United Nations system, develop administra
tive instruments and procedures through which effective statistical co
operation may be secured between the United Nations, the Organization
and other agencies within the United Nations system brought into relation
ship with it.

(e) It is recognized as desirable that the collection ofstatistical informa
tion shlluldnot be duplicated by the United Nations or any of the agencies
within the United Nations system whenever it is practicable for any of

them to
able.

{/} In
that data
cal seri
able to

(g) It
ration in
practica
request.

The 0
Nations
and
fumishin
dering s

TheU
the provi
In partic
and servi
effective
machine
respectiv
zation
izations
Organiza
ordinato
relevant
the com
Nations
in this fie

The 0
with the
Conferen
ment Pro
tem, in p
developil
attaining

TRUS

The Or
with the
set forth i
and othel
colonial (
being an
and othe



142 General Assembly-Fortieth Session

them to utilize information or materials which another may have avail
able.

(/) In order to collect statistical infonnation for general use, it is agreed
that data supplied to the Organization for incorporation in its basic statisti
cal series or special reports should, so far as is practicable. be made avail
able to the United Nations on request.

(g) It is agreed that data supplied to the United Nations for incorpo
ration in its basic statistical series or special reports should, so far as is
practicable and appropriate, be made available to the Organization upon
request.

Article 8

ASSISTANCE TO THE UNITED NATIONS

The Organization shall, in accordance with the Chaner of the United
Nations and the Constitution of the Organization, as well as any ti"..aties
and agreements administered by it, co-operate with the United Nations by
furnishing to it such information, special reports and s¥udies, and by ren
dering such assistance to it, as the United Nations may request.

Article 9

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

The United Nations and the Organization undenake to work together in
the provision of technical assistance in the field of industrial development.
In particular, they undertake to avoid undesirable duplication ofactivities
and services and agree to take such measures as may be required to achieve
effective co-ordination within the framework of existing co-ordinating
machinery in the field of technical assistance, taking into account the
respective roles and responsibilities of the United Nations Md the Organi
zation under their constitutive instruments, as well as those ofother organ
izations participating in technical assistance activities. To this end, the
Organization recognizes the overall responsibilities of the resident co
ordinators for operational activities for development, as formulated in the
relevant General Assembly resolutions, and agrees to give consideration to
the common use of available services as far as is practicable. The United
Nations will make available to the Organization its administrative services
in this field for use as requested.

Article 10

TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY

The Organization agrees to co-operate within the field of its competence
with the United Nations and its organs, particularly the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development and the United Nations Develop
ment Programme, as well as the agencies within the United Nations sys
tem, in promoting and facilitating the transfer of technology to and among
developing countries in such a manner as to assist the Organization in
attaining the objectives set forth in the Constitution.

Article 11

TRUST, NON-SELF-GOVERNING AND OTHER TERRITORIES

The Organization agrees to co-operate within the field of its competence
with the United Nations in giving effect to the principles and obligations
set foMb in Chapters XI, XII and XIII ofthe Chaner of the United Nations
and other internationally recognized principles and obligations regarding
colonial countries and peoples, with regard to matters affecting the well
being and development of the peoples of the Trust, Non-Self-Governing
and other Territories.

Article 12

INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE

(a) The Organization agrees to furnish any information which may be
requested by the International Court of Justice in pursuance of Article 34
of the Statute of the Court.

(b) The General Assembly of the United Nations authorizes the Organ
ization to request advisory opinions of the International Court of Justice
on legal questions arising within the scope of the Organization's activities
other than questions concerning the mutual relationships between the
Organization and the United Nations or other agencies within the Uniled
Nations system.

(c) Such requests may be addressed to the International Court of Jus
tice by the General Conference or by the Industrial Development Board of
the Organization.

(d) When requesting the International Court ofJustice to give an advi
sory opinion, the Organization shall inform the Economic and Social
Council of the request. .

Article 13

RELATIONS WITH OTHER AGENCIES WITHIN THE UNITED
NATIONS SYSTEM

The Organimtion shall inform the Economic and Social Council of
matters of inter-agency concern within its competence, and of any fonnal
agreement on such matters to be concluded between the Organization and
another agency within the United Nations system.

Article 14

ADMINISTRATIVE CO-OPERATION

(a) The United Nations and the Organization recognize the desirabilit}
of co-operation in administrative matters of mutual interest.

(b) Accordingly, the United Nations and the Organization undenake to
consult together, and with other agencies concerned within the United
Nations system, from time to time concerning these matters, particularly
the most efficient and harmonized use of facilities, staff and services and
appropriate method~ of avoiding the establishment and operation of com
petitive or overlapping facilities and services with a view to securing as
much unifonnity in these matters as possible.

(c) The consultations referred to in this anicle shall be utilized to estab
lish the most equitable manner in which any special services or assistance
furnished, on request, by the Organization to the United Nations or by the
Onited Nations to the Organization shall be financed.

(d) The consultations referred to in this article shall also explore the
possibility of continuing or establishing common facilities or services in
specific areas, including the possibility of one organization providing such
facilities or services to one or several other organizations, and establish the
most equitable manner in which such facilities or services shall be
financed.

Article 15

REGIONAL AND BRANCH OFFICES

Any regional or branch offices which the Organization may establish
shall closely co-operate with the regional or branch offices which the
United Nations has established or may establish, in particular the offices of
the regional commissions and of the resident co-ordinators.

Article 16

PERSONNEL ARRANGEMENTS

(a) The United Nations and the Organization agree to develop, in the
interests of uniform standards of international employment and to the
extent feasible, common personnel standards, methods and armngements
designed to avoid unjustified differences in terms and conditions of
employment, to avoid competition in recruitment of personnel, and to
facilitate any mutually desirable and beneficial interchange of personnel.
For this purpose the Organization agrees to accept the Statute of the Inter
national Civil Service Commission.

(b) The United Nations and the Organization agree:

(i) To consult together from time to time concerning matters of
mutual interest relatin(l to the terms and conditions of employ
ment of the officers and staff, with a view to securing as much uni
formity in these matters as may be feasible;

(ii) To co-operate in the interchange of personnel when desirable, on a
temporary or a permanent basis, making due provision for the
retention of seniority and pension rights;

(iii) That the Organization shall participate in the United Nations Joint
Staff Pension Fund in accordance with the Regulations of the Fund
and shall acrept the jurisdiction ofthe United Nations Administra
tive Tribunal in matters involving applications alleging non
observance of these Regulations;

(iv) To co-operate with the agencies in the United Nations system in
the establishment and operation of suitable machinery for the set
tlement of disputes arising in connection with the employment of
personnel and related matters.

(c) The United Nations and the Organization agr;;e to co-operate fully
in ensuring that, to the extent possible, all members of the staff of the
United Nations who were assigned to the United Nations Industrial Devel
opment Organization when it was a United Nations organ should be
offered appointments by the Organization that preserve their acquired
rights and contractual status.

(d) The terms and conditions under which any facilities or services of
the Organization or the United Nations in connection with.the matters
referred to in this anicle are to be extended to the other shall, where neces-
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sary, be the subject of complementary agreements concluded for this pur
pose.

Article 17

BUDGETARY I.ND FINANCIAL MATIERS
(a) The 0l"i8nization recognizes the desirability of establishing close

budgetary and financial relationships with the United Nations in order that
the administrative operations of the United Nations and the agencies
within the United Nations system shall be carried out in the most efficient
and economical manner possible, and that the maximum measure of co
ordination and uniformity with respect to these operations shall be
5etured.

(b) The Organization agrees to accept the Statute of the Joint Inspec
tion Unit.

(c) The Organization agrees to conform, as far as may be practicable
and appropriate, to standard practices and forms recommended by the
United Nations.

(d) Financial and budgetary arrangements entered into between the
United Nations and the Organization shall be approved in accordance with
their respective constitutive instruments.

(e) In the preparation of the budget of the Organization, the Director
General ofthe Organization shall consult with the Secretary-General of the
United Nations with a view to achieving, in so far as is practicable, uni
formity in presentation of the budgets of the United Nations and of the
agencies within the United Nations ~ystem for the purposes of providing a
basis for comparison of the several budgets.

(/) The Organization agrees to transmit its proposed budgets to the
United Nations not later than when the said budgets are transmitted to its
members so as to enable the General Assembly of the United Nations to
examine them and make recommendations, in accordance with paragraph
3 of Article 17 of the Chaner of the United Nations.

(g) Representatives of the Organization shall be entitled to panicipate,
without vote, in the deliberations of the General Assembly or any commit
tee thereof established by it, at all times when the budget of the Organiza
tion or general administrative or financial questions concerning the Organ
ization are under consideration.

Article 18

UNITED NATIONS LAISSEZ-PASSER
Officials of the Organization shall be entitled, in accordance with such

special arrangements as may be concluded between the Secretary-General
of the United Nations and the Director-General of the Organization. to use
the laissez·passer of the United Nations.

Article 19

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AGREEMENT
The Secretary-General of the United Nations and the Director-General

of the Organization may enter into such supplementary arrangements for
the implementation of this Agreement as may be found desirable.

Article 20

AMENDMENT AND REVISION
This Agreement may be amended or revised by agreement between the

United Nations and the Organization and any such amendment or revision
agreed upon between the Economic and Social Council of the United
Nations and the Industrial Development Board of the Organization shall
come into force on approval by the General Assembly of the United
Nations and the General Conference of the Organization.

Article 21

ENTRY INTO FORCE
(a) This Agreement shall enter into force on its approval by the General

Assembly of the United Nations and the General Conference oflhe Organ
ization.

(b) Without prejudice to the provision of paragraph (a) of this anicle,
the present Agreement shall be applied provisionally when it has been
approved by the Economic and Social Council upon authorization of the

23 Report of the World Food Conference. Rome. 5-16 November 1974
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.75.II.A.3), chap. I.

24 See Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, Report of
the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development. Rome,
12·20 July 1919 (WCARRDiREP). pan one.

25 Resolution 39/29, annex.
260Jfv:ial Records ofthe General Assembly. Fortieth Session, Supplement

No. J9(Al40/19). pan one.

General Assembly cnd by the Industrial Development Board of the Olpn
ization upon authorization of the General Conference of the Organization.

40/181. Food and agricultural problems
The General Assembly,
Recalling the Declaration and the Programme of Action

on the Establishment of a New International Economic
Order, contained in its resolutions 320I (S-VI) and 3202
(S-VI) of I May 1974, the Charter ofEconomic Rights and
Duties of States, contained in its resolution 3281 (XXIX)
of 12 December 1974, resolution 3362 (S-VII) of 16 Sep
tember 1975 on development and international economic
co-operation, and the International Development Strategy
for the Third United Nations Development Decade, con
tained in the annex tn its resolution 35/56 of 5 December
1980,

Reaffirming the Universal Declaration on the Eradica
tion of Hunger and Malnutrition adopted by the World
Food Conference23 and the Programme of Action adopted
by the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural
Development,24

Stressing the imperative need to keep food and
agricultural issues at the centre of global attention,

Stressing also the urgent need for the international com
munity in its development efforts to take determined
action towards the elimination of, inter alia, poverty, hun
ger and malnutrition, and infant mortality,

Reaffirming the Declaration on the Critical Economic
Situation in Africa, adopted by the General Assembly on 3
December 1984,25

Reaffirming that food and agricultural problems in
developing countries should be considered in a compre
hensive manner in their different dimensions and in their
immediate, short-term and long-term perspectives,

Affirming the urgent need for sustained international
support for the efforts of the African countries towards
rehabilitation and long-term development of their food
and agriculture,

Reaffirming that the right to food is a universal human
right which should be guaranteed to all people and, in that
context, believing in the general principle that food should
not be used as an instrument of political pressure,

Reaffirming also that the maintenance of peace and
security and the strengthening of international co-opera
tion in food and agriculture are important for improved
econ0II!ic conditions and enhanced food security,

I. Reaffirms its resolutions 38/158 of 19 December
1983 and 39/166 of 17 December 1984, and Economic
and Social Council resolution 1984/54 of 25 July 1984, as
well as all other relevant resolutions concerning food and
agriculture, and calls for their immediate and effective
implementation;

2. Welcomes the conclusions and recommendations,
as adopted, contained in the report of the World Food
Council on the work of its eleventh ministerial session,
held in Paris from 10 to I3 June 1985;26

3. Welcomes also the conclusions and recommenda
tions contained in the tenth annual report of the Commit
tee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes of the World
Food Programme27 and in the report of the Committee on
its nineteenth session;28

27 See El1985/110. The annual repon was issued as document WFP/CFA:
19/21.

28 See World Food Programme. Report of the Nineteenth Session of the
Commil/ee on Food Aid Policies and Programmes. Rome. 20-31 May 1985
(WFP/CFA: 19/22).
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4. Affirms that food represents an essential element of
the world's economic, social and political development
process and should therefore be treated with the highest
priority by all Governments in their rededication to the
principles and purposes of the Charter of the United
Nations in this fortieth anniversary year of the United
Nations and to the commitment ofthe World F~ Con
ference to eliminate hunger and malnutrition;

5. Reaffirms that urgent action should be taken to
increase food production, which is one of the most impor
tant elements in meeting the food needs of the developing
countries; that, in this regard, sustained efforts at the
national, regional and international levels should be pur
sued; and that the national food strategies, plans and pro
grammes ofdeveloping countries should play a central role
in the process of establishing priorities, in co-ordinating
national and international funding and in the application
of technology and human resources development, in order
to promote food production and increase the national self
reliance of the developing countries;

6. Welcomes the positive efforts of developing
countries for the development of their food and
agricultural production, and calls upon the international
community to provide effective support to those efforts;

7. Emphasizes the need for priority attention at the
national, subregional, regional and international levels to
the timely delivery of food to those requiring assistance,
especially in African countries, and the need to assist
recipient countries in developing and strengthening their
logistic, transportation and administrative capacities, as
well as internal distribution systems, and, that emergency
food aid programmes should, whenever possible, procure
supplies within the region;

8. Appeals to the international community to provide,
as a matter of extreme urgency, the logistic agricultural
inputs, and fulfil the unmet aid needs of the drought and
famine-affected African countries;

9. Notes with deep concern the substantial decline in
international market prices for agiicultural commodities
over the last five years, which, coupled with deteriorating
terms of trade for commodity exporting countries, have
h~d particularly serious effects on developing countries,
and in this context calls for appropriate measures to over
come foreign exchange constraints, including measures to
diversify and increase export earnings, and for continuous
efforts for the conclusion of commodity agreements and
arrangements, as appropriate, particularly within the
framework of the Integrated Programme for Commodities,
and agrees that efforts should continue in order to improve
the effectiveness of appropriate export earning stabiliza
tion schemes and to seek agreement on more effective co
operation in international commodity policy, notably
through the early entry into force of the Agreement Estab
lishing the Common Fund for Commodities;29

10. Emphasizes that the success of efforts of develop
ing countries to solve their food and agricultural problems
requires, as a major element, economic growth, which is
severely constrained by, inter alia, the burden of external
debt; and that, in accordance with recommendations of the
World Food Council at its eleventh ministerial session,
adjustment programmes for resolution of debt problems
should take into account the food and social needs of the
developing countries on a sustained and long-term basis;

11. Stresses the need to continue and to intensify the
support for programmes and policies for increasing food
and agricultural production and raising nutritional stand-

29 United Nations publication. Sales No. E.81.I1.D.8.
30 See OJlicial Records ofthe General Assembly. Thirty-ninth Session, Sup-

plement NO. 15 (Al39/15), vol. I, part one, sect. II.A. .

ards in developing countries, particularly in Africa and the
least developed countries, and in this context urges the
international community, particularly the developed
countries, to take determined action, in support of the
efforts of developing countries, to increase the flow of
resources, particularly the concessional flow by, inter alia,
increasing their contributions to multilateral agencies;

12. Calls upon the parties concerned urgently to
achieve the conclusion of the negotiations on the second
replenishment of the International Fund for Agricultural
Development in the light of the broad agreement achieved
at the seventh meeting of the consultation on the replen
ishment;

13. Urges developed countries to provide the Interna
tional Development Association with the necessary finan
cial resources, including, inter alia, supplementary finan
cing, to enable it to cover any shortfall and to inc~se its
assistance to developing countries, particularly in the
development of food and agriculture;

14. Recommends that the International Wheat Council
should continue to explore the possibilities of raising the
m.inimum overall commitment under the Food Aid Con
vention to 10 million tons;

IS, Recommends that the Committee on Trade in
Agriculture of the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade should continue, within its mandate, to accelerate to
the greatest extent possible progress towards more opera
tionally effective rules and disciplines for trade in agricul
ture, bearing in mind the concerns of all developing
countries, including wider and more predictable access to
markets;

16. Urges all countries to demonstrate the requisite
political will by refraining from creating obstacles to
agricultural imports, especially those from developing
countries, and all exporting countries, particularly
developed countries, to endeavour to limit export subsi
dies and analogous practices which might hinder trade,
especially that of developing countries;

17. Notes with satisfaction paragraph 2 (e) ofTrade and
Development Board resolution 286 (XXVIII) of 6 April
1984,30 in which the Board decided that, in the annual
review of the problems of protectionism and structural
adjustment, attention should be given to strengthening the
participation of developing countries in agro-industrial
production and trade and, in this regard, paragraph (g) of
Board decision 310 (XXX) of 29 March 1985,31 in which
the Board recommended that, in preparing the documen
tation for the annual review to be carried out at the thirty
second session of the Board, the secretariat of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development should
give particular attention to this question and special atten
tion to the difficulties of the African and the least
developed countries;

18. Recognizes the important contribution and poten
tial of women in the development of the food and
agricultural sectors and the need adequately to reward
their contribution to those sectors, and urges Govern
ments to ensure and enhance women's participation in the
formulation and implementation of national food and
agricultural policies, plans and projects;

19. Recognizes the importance of implementing fam
ine prevention measures and, in this regard, welcomes the
increased activity and proposed strengthening of the Glo
bal Information and Early Warning System in Food and
Agriculture of the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations, and emphasizes the importance of

31 Ibid., Fortieth Session, Supplement No. 15 (A/40/15). vol. I, part one,
sect. II.B.
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establishing and improving national and regional early
warning systems;

20. Appreciates the measures taken by the World Food
Programme to ensure speedy and timely delivery of food
aid as well as the development of an information system
for the disser, .ation on a regular basis of all relevant
information on food aid to facilitate planning and opera
tional co-ordination;

21. Urges the donor community to provide the neces
sary financial support for the effective implementation of
the programmes of action adopted by the FAO World
Conference on Fisheries Management and Development;32

22. Urges the World Food Council, within the context
of its mandate, to mobilize and sustain greater efforts in
the struggle to overcome hunger, to continue to review and
report on mlijor problems and policy issues, and to con
tinue to serve as a co-ordinating mechanism in the field of
food and other related policy matters within the United
Nations system and, in this connection, notes that the
Council, in its report to the General AssemblY,33 addressed
the question of strengthening its effectiveness and other
related issues, and expresses the hope that necessary
action, as appropriate, will be taken in that regard;

23. Stresses the need to strengthen subregional,
regional and interregional co-operation for the promotion
of food security and the development of agriculture in
developing countries and, in this context, calls upon the
relevant entities of the United Nations system to accord
priority support to economic and technical co-operation
among developing countries in food and agriculture.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/182. Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of
States

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of
I May 1974, containing the Declaration and the Pro
gramme of Action on the Establishment ofa New Interna
tional Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December
1974, containing the Charter of Economic Rights and
Duties of States, and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975
on development and international economic co-operation,
which laid the foundations of the new international econo
mic order,

Recalling also its resolution 37/204 of 20 December
1982 on the review of the implementation of the Charter
of Economic Rights and Duties of States,

Recalling further its resolutiun 39/163 of 17 December
1984, in which it decided to establish an Ad Hoc Commit
tee of the Whole to Review the Implementation of the
Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States,

I. Takes note of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee
of the Whole to Review the Implementation of the Charter
of Economic Rights and Duties of States;34

2. Urges all States to examine further the implementa
tion of the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of

32 See Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, Report of
the FAO World Conference on Fisheries Management and Del'elopment,
Rome, 27 June·6 July 1984 (Rome, 1984).

33 Oflicial Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supplemell/
No. I 9(Al40/1 9).

34 Ibid., Supplement No. 52 (Al40/52).
35 See Proceedings ofthe United Nations Conference on Trade and Del'el

opment, Third Session, vol. I, Report and Annexes (United Nations publica
lion, Sales No. E.73.1I.0.4), annex I.A.

36 Ibid., Fourth Session, vol. I, Report and Annexes (United Nations publi
cation, Sales No. E.76.11.0.10 and corrigendum). part one. sect. A.

States, thereby contributing to the establishment of the
new international economic order;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its forty-fourth session, through the
Economic and Social Council at its second regular session
of 1989, a comprehensive and analytical report, in order to
ensure systematic and comprehensive consideration of the
implementation of the Charter of Economic Rights and
Duties ofStates, in accordance with the provisions ofarti
cle 34 thereof;

4. Invites the organs, organizations and bodies of the
United Nations system to facilitate the implementation of
the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States in
their respective spheres of action.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/183. Specific action related to the particular
needs and problems of land-locked develop
ing countries

The General Assembly,
Reiterating the specific actions related to the particular

needs of the land-locked developing countries stated in
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
resolutions 63 (1II) of 19 May 1972,35 98 (IV) of 31 May
1976,36 123 (V) of 3 June 197937 and 137 (VI) of 2 July
198338 and Trade and Development Board resolution 319
(XXXI) of 27 September 1985,39

Recalling the provisions of its resolutions 31/157 of21
December 1976, 32/191 of 19 December 1977, 33/150 of
20 December 1978, 34/198 of 19 December 1979, 35/58
of 5 December 1980,36/175 of 17 December 1981 and
391209 of 18 December 1984 and other resolutions of the
United Nations relating to the particular needs and prob
lems of land-locked developing countries,

Bearing in mind various other resolutions adopted by
the General Assembly, its related organs and the special
ized agencies emphasizing special and urgent measures in
favour of land-locked developing countries,

Recalling the relevant provisions of the International
Development Strategy for the Third United Nations
Development Decade,22

Recalling the United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea,40 adopted on IQ December 1982,

Bearing in mind the report of the Ad Hoc Group of
Experts'to Study Ways and Means of Improving Transit
transport Infrastructures and Services for Land-locked
Developing Countries,41

Recognizing that the lack of territorial access to the sea,
aggravated by remoteness and isolation from world mar
kets, and the prohibitive transit, transport and trans-ship
ment costs impose serious constraints on the socio-econo
mic development of land-locked developing countries,

Noting with concern that the measures taken thus far
have not adequately addressed the problems of land~

locked developing countries,
I. Reaffirms the right of access of land-Ioc~ed

countries to and from the sea and freedom of transit

37lbid.. Fifth Session, vol. I, Report and Annexes (United Nations publica,
tion, Sales No. E.79.1I.0.14), part one, sect. A.

38 Ibid.• Sixth Session, vol. I, Report and Annexes (United Nations publi
cation, Sales No. E.83.I1.0.6). part one, sect. A.

39 See Official Records ofthe General Assemb(v. Fortieth Session. Supple
ment No. 15 (Al40/15), vol. 11, sect. I.

40 Official Records ofthe Third United Nations Conference on the lAw of
the Sea, vol. XVII (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.84.V.3), docu
ment AlCONF.62/122.

41 Official Records ofthe Trade and Development Board, Twenty-ninth Ses
sion, Annexes, agenda item 6, document TO/B/lOO2.
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through the territory of transit States by all means oftrans
port, in accordance with article 125 of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea;

2. Appeals to all States, international organizations and
financial institutions to implement, as a matter of urgency
and priority, the specific actions related to the particular
needs and pl'-.'lblems of land-locked developing countries
envisaged in resolutions 63 (Ill), 98 (IV), 123 (V) and 137
(VI) of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development, in the International Developm( :l.t Strategy
for the Third United Nations Development Decade, in the
Substa..tial New Programme of Action for the 1980s for
the Least Developed Countries42 and in other relevant res
olutions of the United Nations;

3. Urges all concerned countries, as well as interna
tional organizations, to provide land-lockec developing
countries with appropriate financial and technical assist
ance in the form of grants or concessional loans for the
construction, maintenance and improvement of their
transport and transit infrastructures and facilities;

4. Urges also the international community and multi
lateral and bilateral financial institutions to intensifY
efforts in raising the net flow ofresources to all land-locked
developing countries to help offset the adverse effects of
their disadvantageous geographical situation on their eco
nomic development efforts, in keeping with the overall
development needs of each land-locked developing coun
try;

5. Invites transit countries and the land-locked devel
oping countries to co-operate effectively in harmonizing
transport planning sod in promoting other joint ventures
in the field of transport at the regional, subregional and
bilateral levels;

6. Further invites the international community to give
financial, technical and other support to interested transit
and land-locked developing countries in the construction
of alternative routes to the sea;

7. Commends the United Nations Development Pro
gramme, the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development and other United Nations agencies for their
work and the assistance they have provided to the land
locked developing countries, and invites them to continue
to take appropriate and effective measures to respond to
the specific needs of those countries;

8. Recommends continued and intensified activities
relating to the conducting of necessary studies and the
implementation of special actions and specific measures
for the land-locked developing countries, including those
in the area of economic co-operation among developing
countries, as well as those that have been envisaged in the
programme of work of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development, the regional commissions and
other programmes and activities at the regional and sub
regional levels;

9. Once again requests Member States to transmit to
the Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development their views and comments on
the report of the Ad Hoc Group of Experts to Study Ways
and Means of Improving Transit-transport Infrastructures
and Services for Land-locked Developing Countries;

I
10. Welcomes the report of the Secretary-General. of

the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop
ment on progress in the implementation of specific action
related to the particular needs and problems of land
locked developing countries,43 submitted pursuant to reso
lution 391209, and requests him to prepare another such

42 Report of the United Nations Conference on the Least Developed
Countries, Paris. /-/4 September /98/ (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.82.I.8), pan one, sect. A.

report for submission to the General Assembly at its forty
second session.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/184. International code of conduct on the transfer
of technology

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 38/153 of 19 December 1983,
Taking note of the decision adopted on 5 June 1985 by

the United Nations Conference on an International Code
ofConduct on the Transfer ofTechnology, at its sixth ses
sion,44 in which it requested the General Assembly to take
the measures necessary for further action, including the
possible reconvening of negotiations on an international
code of conduct on the transfer of technology,

I. Notes that progress has been made in the negotia
tions on an international code ofconduct on the transfer of
technology but that there are still import-Jnt problems out
s~ding;

2. Further notes that at the sixth session of the United
Nations Conference on an International Code of Conduct
on the Transfer ofTechnology, progress was made in iden
tifYing common ground, as well as divergences, in respect
of the i.ssues outstanding in chapter 4 of the draft code, on
restrictive practices, and in chapter 9, on applicable law
and settlement of disputes;

3. Believes that further work, continuing the genuine
efforts made by all parties concerned, is required in the
search for possible solutions to the outstanding issues in
order to complete successfully the negotiations on a code
of conduct;

4. Invites the Secretary-General of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development and the President
of the United Nations Conference on an International
Code ofConduct on the Transfer ofTechnology to consult,
as appropriate, with regional groups and Governments,
taking into account the need for balanced geographical
representation, with a view to identifYing appropriate solu
tions to the issues outstanding' in the code of conduct;

5. Further invites the Secretary-General of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development to report
to the General Assembly at its forty-first session on the
progress made in the epnsultations referred to in paragraph
4 above and decides to take, at that session, further action
on the negotiations on an international code ofconduct on
the transfer of technology.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/185. Economic measures as a means of political
and economic coercion against developing
countries

The General Assembly,

Recalling the relevant principles set forth in the Charter
of the United Nations,

Recalling also its resolutions 2625 (XXV) of 24 October
1970, containing the Declaration on Principles of Interna
tional Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-opera
tion among States in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations, 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of I May
1974, containing the Declaration and the Programme of

43 A/40/81~, !II1nex.
44TD/cODE Tbt/49, sect. IV.
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Action on the Establishment of a New International Eco
nomic Order, and 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974,
containing the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of
States,

Reaffirmingarticle 32 ofthe Charter ofEconomic Rights
and Duties of States, which declares that no State may use
or encourage the use of economic, political or any other
type of measures to coerce another State in order to obtain
from it the subordination of the exercise of its sovereign
rights,

Bearing in mind the general principles governing inter
national trade and trade policies for development con
tained in its resolution 1995 (XIX) of 30 December 1964,
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
resolution 152 (VI) of 2 July 198338 entitled "Rejection of
coercive economic measures", and the principles and rules
of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and para
graph 7 (iii) of the Ministerial Declaration adopted on 29
November 1982 by the Contracting Parties to the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade at their thirty-eighth ses
sion,4s

Reaffirming its resolutions. 38/197 of20 December 1983
and 39/210 of 18 December 1984,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on
the effects of economic measures taken by developed
countries for coercive purposes, including their impact on
international economic relations,46 and considering that
further work should be undertaken in order to implement
resolutions 38/197 and 39/210,

Gravely concerned that the use of coercive measures
adversely affects the economies and development efforts of
developing countries and that, in some cases, those meas
ures have been intensified, creating a negative impact on
international economic co-operation,

1. Deplores the fact that some developed countries
continue to apply and, in some caSt'!;, !::lve increased the
scope and magnitude of economic measures that have the
purpose of exerting, directly or indirectly, coercion on the
sovereign decisions of developing countries subject to
those measures;

2. Reaffirms that developed countries should refrain
from threatening or applying trade restrictions, blockades,
embargoes and other economic sanctions, incompatible
with the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations
and in violation of undertakings contracted, multilaterally
and bilaterally, against developing countries as a form of
political and economic coercion which affects their econo
mic, political and social development;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare a com
prehensive, in-depth report on 'the economic measu..es
mentioned in paragraph 2 above, taken by developed
cOW'ltries for coercive purposes, including their impact on
international economic relations, with a view to appraising
the economic effects of such measures on the development
and development prospects of affected developing
countries and with a view to assisting in concrete interna
tional action against those measures, and to submit that
report to the General Assembly at its forty-first session;

4. Also requests the Secretary-General, in preparing the
comprehensive in-depth report, to request further com
ments from Governments and inputs from competent
organizations of the United Nations system, particularly
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop
ment, the regional commissions and those specialized

4S See General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, Basic Instruments ami
Selected Documents, Twenty-ninth Supplement (Sales No. GATT/I983-1),
document U5424.

46 Al401596.
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agencies that have received information on the application
of economic coercive measures against developing
countries;

5. Appeals to Governments and to the pertinent inter
national organizations to provide the necessary informa
tion to the Secretary-General, as requested in pa.ragraph 4
above.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/186. Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and
Southern African States

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September
1975 on development and international economic co
operation and 36/180 of 17 December 1981, in which the
international community was invited to apply special
measures for the social and economic development of
Africa in the 1980s,

Recalling also its resolution 37/139 of 17 December
1982, in which it, inter alia, called upon donor Govern
ments and organs, organizations and bodies of the United
Nations system to provide substantial resources for pro
moting the accelerated development of •~ mcan countries
and the effective implementation of the Lagos Plan of
Action for the Implementation of the Mor.rovia Strategy
for the Economic Development of Africa,47 and the Final
Act of Lagos,48

Appreciating in this regard the establishment ofthe Pref
erential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern African
States in Dt:~mber 1981,

Noting the progress made in the reduction of tariffs
among member States to stimulate growth and develop
ment in the area, in the launching of clearance and pay
ments arrangements and in the measures taken to intensify
co-operation among member States in the agricultural,
industrial, educational, cultural and other sectors, with a
view to creating an economic community of the eastern
and southern African States by the year 1992,

1. Invites donor Governments to provide substantial
financial and technical assistance to the Preferential Trade
Area for Eastern and Southern African States to accelerate
its development into an economic community;

2. fnvites also the United Nations Developm~nt Pro
gramme to continue to make resources available to the
Preferential Trade Area from its regional indicative plan
ning figures on an urgent basis;

3. Calls upon international financial institutions, par
ticularly the World Bank, the International Development
Association, the International Fund for Agricultural
Development and the African Development Bank, to pro
vide· immediate assistance to the Preferential Trade Area;

4. Invites the organs, organizations and bodies of the
United Nations system to take into account in their work
programmes co-operation with the Preferential Trade
Area;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session on the implementa
tion of the present resolution.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

47 AlS-11/14, annex I.
48 Ibid., annex 11.
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40/187. United Nations Conference on Conditions
for Registration of Ships

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 37/209 of 20 December 1982,
391213 A of 18 December 1984 and 39/213 B of 12 April
1985,

Recognizing the very substantial progress achieved by
the United Nations Conference on Conditions for Regis
tration of Ships during the third part of its session held
from 8 to 19 July 1985, in particular with respect to the
crucial issues before the Conference,

Recognizing that there is a need to resume once again
the Conference, this time for a period of three weeks, in
order to enable it to complete its work,

1. Endorses resolution 3 of 19 July 1985 of the United
Nations Conference on Conditions for Registration of
Ships;49

2. Decides to reconvene the C~onference for the fourth
part of its session at Geneva for a period of three weeks
from 20 January to 7 February 1986;

3. Requests the Secretary-General of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development to make
all the necessary arrangements for holding the fourth part
of the session ofthe United Nations Conference on Condi
tions for Registration of Ships;

4. Also requests the Secretary-General of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development to report
on the outcome ofthe United Nations Conference on Con
ditions for Registration of Ships to the General Assembly
at its forty-first session.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/188. Trade embargo against Nicaragua

The General Assembly,

Recalling the relevant purposes and principles set forth
in the Charter of the United Nations,

Reaffirming the fundamental principles that govern rela
tions among the States of the international community,

Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,IS
Recalling Security Council resolution 562 (1985) of 10

May 1985,
Recalling also General Assembly resolution 2625

(XXV) of24 October 1970, in particular the principle con
cerning the duty not to intervene in matters within the
domestic jurisdiction of any State, in accordance with the
Charter of the United Nations,

Reaffirming that each, country has the sovereign right to
choose its own development policies and strategies,

Recalling all relevant articles of the General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade,

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 39/4 of 26
Octo~,er 1984, in which the Assembly encouraged the
efforts of the Contadora Group and all interested States, in
particular those with ties to and interests in the region, to
respect fully the purposes and principles of the Contadora
Act on Peace and Co-operation in Central America of 7
September 1984,sO

Concerned that the unilateral trade embargo and other
measures imposed on Nicaragua on 1 May 1985, which
have been extended and broadened as from 1 November

49TD/R8/CONF/19, annex 11.
so Offit:ial Records ofthe Security Council. Thirty-ninth Year. Supplement

for JulY, August and September 1984. document 8/16775, annex.

1985, adversely affect the economy of the country, specifi
cally its trade, and consequently its development plans,

Deeply concerned that the said measures will not con
tribute to the economic and social development of Nica
ragua and to the goals and objectives of the Contadora
process,

Recalling the widespread concern expressed by the inter
national community about the situation in Central
America, aggravated by the trade embargo against Nica
ragua,

Considering that the international community is unani
mous in contributing to the economic and social progress
of the countries of the area and to the reinforcing of the
process of economic integration of the area, in order to
contribute to the quest for a negotiated political solution to
the regional crisis,

Reaffirming the sovereignty and inalienable right of Nic
aragua and the rest of the States in the region to decide
freely on their own political, economic and social systems,
to develop their international relations according to their
peoples' interests, free from outside interference, subver
sion, direct or indirect coercion or threats of any kind,

Deeply concerned that the said trade embargo jeopar
dizes the principles 9f free trade and non-discrimination
that should prevail among nations,

1. Regrets the recent trade embargo and other meas
ures imposed against Nicaragua and requests that those
measures be immediately revoked;

2. Invites all States to promote and take concrete
actions of co-operation in the economic and technological
~!>heres in Central America, in particular to help reduce
the negative effects of the trade embargo and other meas
ures imposed against Nicaragua and to contribute to eco
nomic and social development and to regional economic

. integration;
3. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen

eral Assembly at its forty-first session on the implementa
tion of the present resolution.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/189. Report of the Trade and Development Board
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resofution 1995 (XIX) of 30 December

1964, as amended,sl on the establishment of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development as an
organ of the General Assembly, and its resolutions 3201
(S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of I May 1974, containing the Dec
laration and the Programme of Action on the Establish
ment of a New International Economic Order, 3281
(XXIX) of 12 December 1974, containing the Charter of
Economic Rights and Duties of States, 3362 (S-VII) of 16
September 1975 on development and international econo
mic co-operation and 35/56 of 5 December 1980, the
annex to which contains the International Development
Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Dec
ade,

Mindful of the forthcoming seventh session of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development,
to take place in 1987, which constitutes a major opoortu
nity for progress in key issues in the field of intern.donal
trade and related areas of international economic co-oper
ation tor development, •

Noting that the Trade and Development Report, 19f' ~S2

SI See resolutions 2904 (XXVII), 31/2 A and B, and 34/3.
S2 United Nations publication. Sales No. E.85.I1.D.l6.
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I

has made a constructive contribution to the examination
by the Trade and Development Board, at its thirty-first
session, of the world economic situation and its future
prospects,

1. Takes note ofL'le report of the Trade and Develop
ment Board on the work of its thirtieth, fourteenth special
and thirty-first sessions;53

2. Requests the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development to continue and intensifY its important
contribution and the role it has been playing in the revital
ization and strengthening of international trade and
related areas of international economic co-operation for
development;

3. Calls upon all Governments and the relevant inter
national organizations to commence intensive and thor
ough preparations for the seventh session of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/190. Particular problems facing Zaire with
regard to transport, transit and access to for
eign markets

The General Assembly,

Referring to its resolution 32/160 of 19 December 1971,
in which it recalled Economic and Social Council resolu
tion 2097 (LXIII) of 29 July 1971 and proclaimed the
period 1978-1988 the Transport and Communications
Decade in Africa,

Referring also to its resolutions 34/193 of 19 December
1979,35/59 of5 December 1980, 36/139 of 16 December
1981, 37/205 of 20 December 1982 and 38/143 of 19
December 1983 on particular problems facing Zaire with
regard to transport, transit and access to foreign markets,
and approving the organization in 1985 ofa second round
table meeting with donor countries and financing institu
tions for Zaire's projects in these three fields,

Recalling resolution 110 (V) of 3 June 1979, of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development,37

Recalling also Economic and Social Council decision
249 (LXIII) of25 July 1977 and resolution 1981/68 of24
July 1981, as well as resolution 293 (XIII) of 26 February
1977 adopted by the Conference of Ministers of the Eco
nomic Commission for Africa,54

Bearing in mind the report of t'!le Secretary-General on
the outcome of the first round-table meeting on the finan
cing of the transport projects ofZaire, held at Kinshasa on
28 and 29 June 1983,55

1. Requests the Secretary-General to take the necessary
steps to ensure that the programme submitted to the first
round-table meeting on the financing of the transport proj
ects of Zaire, held in 1983, as updated, is again submitted
to donors and financial institutions before the forty-first
session of the General Assembly, through a second round
table meeting or any other appropriate mechanism;

2. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session a report on the
implementation of the present resolution.

1Nth plt::"ary meeting
17 December 1985

53 OjJi£ial Records ofthe General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supplement
No. 15 (A!40/15), vols. I and 11.

54 See OjJi£ial Records of the Econ.?mic and Social Council, Sixty-third
Session. Supplement No. 7, vol. I (El5'~41). pan three.

55 A!3812641Add. I-Ell 983/901Add. I.

40/191. Reverse transfer of technology

The General Assemb(v.

Recalling its resolutions 320I (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of
I May 1974,3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974, 3362 (S
VII) of 16 September 1975, 35/56 of 5 December 1980
and the resolutions on the reverse transfer of technology,

Continuing to believe that since the outflow of skilled
personnel from developing countries seriously hampers
their development, there is an urgent need to formulate
national and international policies to avoid the "brain
drain" and to obviate its adverse effects,

Convinced that the search for durable solutions to the
problem of the reverse transfer of technology requires the
full participation of all parties concerned,

1. Takes note of the report of the Inter-Agency Group
on Reverse Transfer of Technology, covering meetings
held at Geneva on 24 and 25 June 1985;56

2. Takes note also ofthe outcome ofthe Third Meeting
of Governmental Experts on the Reverse Transfer of
Technology, held at Geneva from 26 August to 4 Septem
ber 1985;57

3. Requests the Secretary-General of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development to con
vene a meeting ofgovernmental experts to review the cur
rent situation with respect to all aspects of the interna
tional migration of skilled personnel from developing
countries; the governmental experts should focus, in their
study, on the nature, scale and effect of such flows, taking
into account the concerns ofall parties, with a view to pro
posing to the Conference and, as appropriate, other inter
national organizations, further work that they may carry
out to mitigate adverse consequences of this phenomenon,
especially as it affects the developing countries, also taking
into account, as appropriate, the work done thus far by
governmental expert groups, and any other relevant mate
rial;

4. Also requests the Secretary-General of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development to pre
pare studies providing:

(a) A review of the existing situation with respect to
the international migration of skilled personnel from
developing countries based on the most recently available
and generally acceptable statistics;

(b) A comprehensive bibliography ofcurrent literature
in this field;

5. Recommends that the Secretary-General of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
should invite all interested organs and bodies of the
United Nations system and other appropriate interna
tional organizations to participate in the preparation ofthe
studies and in the work of the meeting of governmental
experts;

6. Requests the Secretary-General of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development to report
on the outcome of the meeting ofgovernmental experts to
the Genua! Assembly at its forty-second session, through
the Trade and Development Board;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to convene further
meetings of the Inter-Agency Group on Reverse Transfer

56 A!401798, annex.
57 Offirial Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session. Supplement

No. /5 (A/40/15). vol. 11. annex 1II.
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of Technology and to report on the results of tblOse meet
ings to the General Assembly at its forty-second session.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/192. United Nations CoDference to Review All
Aspects of the Set of Multilaterally Agreed
Equitable Principles and Rules for the Con
trol of Restrictive Business Practices

The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the United Nations
Conference to Review All Aspects ofthe Set of Multilater
ally Agreed Equitable Principles and Rules for the Control
ofRestrictive Business Practices, held at Geneva from 4 to
15 November 1985, together with the proposals made by
regional groups,58

Invites the Secretary-General of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development and the President
of the United Nations Conference to Review All Aspects
of the Set of Multilaterally Agreed Equitable Principles
and Rules for the COlltrol ofRestrictive Business Practices
to undertake consultations, as appropriate, with regional
groups and Governments on the reconvening of the Con
ference at Geneva and to report thereon to the General
Assembly at the earliest opportunity.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

4O/193~ Report of the Intergovernmental Committee
on Science'and Technology for Development

The General Assembly,

Recalling the Vienna Programme of Action on Science
and Technology for Development~9 and General Assembly
resolution 341218 of 19 December 1979,

Noting that the Intergovernmental Committee on Sci
ence and Technology for Development, at its seventh ses
sion, considered as a substantive theme the question of
information systems for science and technology for devel
opment,60 and noting the conclusion, in Committee reso
lution 1 (VII) of 7 June 1985,61 that the setting up and
strengthening of national information systems and net
works should form the major activity in the process of
development of a global information network,

Noting further the mid-decade review of the implemen
tation of the Vienna Programme of Action conducted by
the Committee62 and its decision, in its resolution 4 (VII)
of7 June 1985,61 to ~dertake a comprehensive review in
1989,

1. Takes note of the report of the Intergovernmental
Committee on Science and Technology for Development
on its seventh session;63

2. Endorses the resolutions and decisions contained
therein.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

58 For the proposals see A/C.2140/12, annex. The report of the Conference
was issued as document TDIRBP/CONF.2JlI and Corr.l.

59 Report ofthe United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for
Development, Vienna. 20-31 August 1979 (United Nations publication, S!1Ies
No. E.79.I.21 and corrigenda), chap. VII.

60 See Official Records ofthe General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supple-
ment No. J7 (A/40/37), sect. IIl.B. .

40/194. United Nations Financing System for Sci
ence and Technology for Development

The General Assembly,
Taking note with interest of the report of the Secretary

General on the United Nations Financing System for Sci
ence and Technology for Development64 and on the finan
cial and institutional structure of the System for the next
three years, as called for under resolution 6 (VII) of7 June
1985 of the Intergovernh'ental Committee on Science and
Technology for Development,61

Regretting that the current resource outlook of the
Financing System does not at this time permit the full
implementation of the long-term financial and institu
tional arrangements set out in General Assembly resolu
tion 37/244 of21 December 1982,

Expressing its appreciation for the contribution which
the Financing System has made, despite its meagre finan
cial base, to enhancing science and technology capabilities
in developing countries as called for in the Vienna Pro
gramme of Action on Science and Technology for Devel
opment59 and in General Assembly resolution 34/218 of
.J9 December 1979,

Emphasizing the importance of continuing the opera
tional activities of the Financing System,

1. Requests the secretary-General to review the recom
mendations contained in his report on the United Nations
Financing System for Science and TeChnology for Devel
opment in the light of comments made by Governments
during the fortieth session of the General Assembly, to
hold informal consultations with Governments early in
1986 to arrive at final proposals and to transmit the result
ing proposals to Governments by I March 1986;

2. Also requests the Secretary-General to convene by
30 April 1986 a Pledging Conference for the United
Nations Financing System for Science and Technology for

. Development to enable Governments to pledge resources
for 1986 and to give indications of intent to provide other
resources for 1986 and the following years;

3. Further requests the Secretary-General to take all
steps necessary to bring about a successful outcome of the
pledging conference; ..

4. Decides that, to maintain a viable level of opera
tions, the total resources made available to the Financing
System in 1986 should be sufficient to permit a level of
operations not less than the average level achieved by the
System over the pas! three years,65 and which would result
in a reasonable balance between core and non-core
resources;

5. Decidesfurther that, should the amounts realized for
1986 fall below this level, the Secretary-General should
report on the results of the pledging conference, together
with his views on the future of the Financing System,
including its orderly termination, to the Intergovernmental
Committee on Science and Technology for Development
at its eighth session;

6. Requests the Administrator of the United Nations
Development Programme to bring this matter to the atten
tion of the Governing Council of the Programme at its
thirty-third session with a view to seeking authorization to
carry out possible new responsibilities that may be
assigned to ·t~e Programme with regard to the Financing
System, including the provision of such administrative

61 Ibid., Supplement No. 37 (A/40/37), annex.
621bid., Supplement No. 37 (A/40/37), sect. III.C.
631bid., Supplement No. 37 (AJ'40/37).
64 A/C.2140/4.
65 Approximately $10 million.

s
r

a

4

3
1
e
za

an
th
ti
lis

on
So
fe

di
act

(

be
aga

J
zat
lati
Co

I
CO-I
em
whl
of

2
zati
es
to t

3
sub
fere

4
o
co
Co

66
67
68

amo
(Unit
ch~f'

70

No. 3



V. Resolutions adopted on the reports of the Secoud Committee

~i·

"Y
d-
in
:xt
ne
nd

he
llll
:u
':u-

ch
ID
les
'0

el
of

:a-

n
ns
el
118
to
in
1t-

by
ed
br
:cs
ler

all
he

11
ng
of
he
lllt
Ire

br
lId
ler
m,
tal
:nt

ns
:n
its
to
be
ng
ve

support for specific functions and/or posts as may be
required;

7. Urges Governments to make every effort to provide
the maximum support possible for the financing and oper
ations of the Financing System.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/195. Co-operation between the United Nations
and the Southern African Development Co
ordination Conference

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 37/248 of 21 December 1982,

38/160 of 19 December 1983 and 39/215 of 18 December
1984, by which it, inter alia, requested the Secretary-Gen
eral to promote co-operation between the organs, organi
zations and bodies of the United Nations system and the
Southern African Development Co-ordination Conference
and urged intensification of contacts in order to accelerate
the achievement of the objectives of the Lusaka Declara
tion of 1 April 1980, by which the Conference was estab-
lished,66 .

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
on co-operation between the United Nations and the
Southern Mrican Development Co-ordination Con
ference,67

Noting the significant progress made by the Conference
in formulating concrete development programmes, and
that most of these are at the implementation stage,

Recognizing that successful implementation of these
programmes can be achieved only if the Conference has
adequate resources at its disposal,

Deeply concerned about the deteriorating ecoLomic and
security situation in southern Africa and the particularly
difficult environment for regional co-operation caused by
acts of destabilization by South Africa,

Convinced that increased self-reliance by States mem
bers of the Conference would contribute to the struggle
against the apartheid policies of South Africa,

Welcoming the progress made by some organs, organi
zations and bodies of the United Nations system in formu
lating and executing co-operation programmes with the
Conference,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on
co-operation between the United Nations and the South
ern African Development Co-ordination Conference,
which describes the progress made in the implementation
of the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly;

2. Commends the Member States and organs, organi
zations and bodies of the United Nations system that have
established contacts with and extended concrete assistance
to the Conference;

3. Appeals to the international community to increase
substantially its financial and material support to the Con
ference;

4. Also appeals to the specialized agencies and other
organs and organizations of the United Nations system to
co-operate fully in the development programmes of the
Conference;

66 See Al38/493, annex I.
67 Al40/579 and Corr.l.
68 Report of the United Nations Conference on Technical Co-operation

among Developing COUll/ries. Buenos Aires, 30 August-12 September 1978
(United Nations publication, Sales No. E.78.II.A.ll, and comgendum),
chap. I.

69 Al40/58 I.
700lJicial Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supplement

No. 39(Al40/39).
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5. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with
the Executive Secretary of the Conference, to continue and
intensitY contacts aimed at promoting and harmonizing
co-operation between the United Nations and the Con
ference;

6. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-second session on the imple
mentation of the present resolution.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 198."

40/196. Technical co-operation among developing
countries

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 320I (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of

I May 1974, containing the Declaration ,and the Pro
gramme of Action on the Establishment ofa New Interna
tional Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December
1974, containing the Charter of Economic Rights and
Duties of States, and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975
on development and international economic co-operation,

Recalling also its resolution 35/56 of 5 December 1980,
the annex to which contains the International Develop
ment Strategy for the Third United Nations Development
Decade,

Recalling further its resolution 33/134 of 19 December
1978, in which it endorsed the Buenos Aires Plan of
Action for Promoting and Implementing Technical Co
operation among Developing Countries,68 and its resolu
tions 34/117 of 14 December 1979 and 351202 of 16
December 1980 on technical co-operation among develop
ing countries,

Reaffirming that developing countries have the primary
responsibility for promoting technical co-operation among
themselves, that developed countries and the United
Nations system should assist and support such activities,
and that in addition the United Nations system should
play a prominent role as uromoter and catalyst of technical
co-operation among developing countries, in accordance
with the Buenos Aires Plan of Action,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on
economic and technical co-operation among developing
countries,69

Having considered the report ofthe High-level Commit
tee on. the Review of Technical Co-operation among
Developing (:ountries,70

Takin:; note with appreciation of the relevant decisions
of the Governing Council of the Unit~d Nations Develop
ment Programme,71

Taking note ofthe report ofthe Joint Inspection Unit on
United Nations development syst«em support to the imple
mentation of the Bu(;nos Aires Plan of Action72 and the
comments of li~e Administrative Committee on Co-ordi
nation thereon,73

I. Endorses the decisions of the High-level Committee
on the Review ofTechnical Co-operation among Develop
ing Countries;74

2. Invites the Governing Council of the United
Nations Development Programme to give adequate and

71 See Official Records ofthe Economic and Social Council, 1985, Supple-
ment No. 11 (El1985/32 and Corr.l), annex I.

72 See Al40/656.
73 Al40/656/Add.l.
74 See O.f!kial Records of/he General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supple

ment No. 39 (Al40/39), annex I.
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timely attention, preferably during its special session to be
held from 19 to 22 February 1986, to relevant decisions of
the High-level Committee, including decision 4/7 of 5
June 1985;74

3. kecognizes the necessity for programmes of techni
cal co-operation among developing countries to be fully
integrated into tile operational activities for development
\)fthe United Nations system;

4. Takes note of the recommendations of the Joint
Inspection Unit on United Nations development system
support to the implementation of the Buenos Aires Plan of
Action for Promoting and Implementing Technical Co
operation among Developing Countries;

5. Requests the organizations of the United Nations
system to take the necessary action, in their respective
fields ofactivity, to ensure the implementation of the deci
sions of the High-level Committee;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-second session on the implemen
tation of the present resolution.

119C~ )Jenary meeti."lg
17 December 198.'

40/197. Remnants ef war

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 3435 (XXX) of 9 December
1975, 35/71 of 5 December 1980, 36/188 of 17 December
1981,37/215 of 20 December 1982, 38/162 of 19 Decem
ber 1983 and 39/161 of 17 December 1984 concerning the
problem of remnants of war,

Recalling also decisions 80 (IV) of 9 April 1976,75 101
(V) of 25 May 1977,76 915 of 25 May 198}77 and 10/8 of
28 May 198278 of the Governing Council of the United
Nations Environment Programme,.

Recalling further resolution 32 adopted by the Fifth
Conference of Heads of State or Government of Non
Aligned Countries, held at Colombo from 16 to 19 August
1976,79 and resolution 26/11-P adopted by the Eleventh
Islamic Conference of Foreign Ministers, held at
Islamabad from 17 to 22 May 1980,80

Convhced that the respoi'sibility for the removal of the
remna:i1ts of war should be borne by the countries that
planted them,

Recognizing that the presence of the material remnants
"f war, including mines, in the territories of developing
countries seriously impedes their development efforts and
causes !oss of life and property,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on
the problem of remnants of war;81

2. Requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation
with the Executive Director of the United Nations Envi
ronment Programme, to continue his efforts with the
countries responsible for planting the mines and the
affected developing countries in order to ensure the imple-
mentation of the relevant resolutions; I

3. Requests the Secreiary-General tf' submit to the
General Assembly at its forty-second sc!.;,ion a detailed

--:;Si;,d.• Thirty-first Session, Supplement No. 25 (Al3 1/25), ~'nnex L
76 Ibid., Thirty-second Session. Supplement No, 25 (Al32125), annex L
77 Ibid., Thirty-sixth Session. Supplement Nu, 25 (Al36125 and Corr,I).

aDlltx I. '
78 Ibid.• Thirty-seventh Session, Supplement No. ,,5 (Al37/25), part two,

mnex.
79&" Al31/197. annex IV. se<:1., B.

and comprehensive report 00 the implementation of the
present resolution.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/198. Plan of Action to Combat Desertification

A

IMPLEMENTATION AND FINANCING OF
THE PLAN OF ACfION

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 32/172 of 19 December 1977,

by which it approved the lan of Action to Combat
Desertification,14

Recalling also its resolutions 33/89 of 15 December
1978, 34/1840f18 December 1979, 36/191 ofl7 Decem
ber 1981, 3712::'0 of 20 December 1982 and 38/163 of 19
Decemrer 1983, dealing with the implementation and
financing of the Plan of Action to Combat Jescrtification,

Recalling further the Declaration on the Critical Econo
mic S~tuation in Africa, adopted by the General Assembly
in its resolution 39/':'9 of 3 December 1984,

Noting with dism""y and grave concern the continuing
spread and intensification of desertification in developing
countries, especially in Africa, and the grave human suffer
ing, economic losses and social disruption caused by this
phenomenon,

Having considered the report of the Governing Council
of the United Nations Environment Programme on the
work of its thirteenth session82 and decision 13/30 A of 23
May 1985 of the Governing Council83 on the implementa
tion of the Plan of Action to Combat r.::sertification.
. Having also considered the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral on financing the Plan ofAction to Combat Desertifica
tion,84

I. Takes note of decision 13/30 A of the Governing
Council of the United Nations Environment Programme;

2. Shares the concern of the Governing r uncil over
the slow implementation of the Plan of Actioli to Combat
Desertification;

3. Urges Governments, organizations of the United
Nations system and o.her intergovernmental bodies to
intensify their efforts 'in combating desertific.::tion and to
accord the highest priority to actions recommended in the
Plan of Action and decision 13/30 A of the Governing
Council;

4. Notes the significant role that non-governmental
organizations are playing in the anti-desertification efforts,
and calls upon Governments and organizations of the
United Nations system and ether intergovernmental
lY.xiies to explore all opportunities of involving them more
in this effort;

5. Urges the international community to increase its
assistance to the countries concerned with a view to the
implementation of their national and regional pro
grammes aimed at desertification control;

6. Endorses the Governing Council's invitation to the
Executive Director of the United Nations Environment
Programme to consult with the principal international

80 See Al35/419-S/14129. anne:'t I.
81 Al40/650. •
~2 OjfU:ial Rer?rds of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supplement

No, 25 (Al40/25).
83 Ibid., annex.
84 Al40/644.
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organizations which are funding desertification control
activities in order to ascertain how the Programme can
facilitate funding activities, and to recommend measures
to enhance co-operation in this field;

7. Urges Governments ofcountries affected by deserti
fication to accord sustained priority to medium-term and
long-term strategies and programmes for combating
desertification and to ensure that these are smoothly inte
grated with their national development plans and regional
co-operative programmes to curb the spread of environ
mental degradation;

8. Notes the measures approved by the Governing
Council of the United Nations Environment Programme
in its decision 13/30 A,83 to enhance the work of the Inter
Agency Working Group on Desertification and calls upon
all melI)bers of the Working Group to intensify their joint
efforts for the effective implementation of the Plan of
Action;

9. Requests the Governing Council of the United
Nations Environment Programme to report to the General
Assembly at its forty-second session, through the Econo
mic and Social Council, on the progress made in the
implementation of the Plan of Action;

10. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General
cn financing the Plan ofAction to Combat Desertification;

11. Notes the dearth of reactions and replies on the
measures for providing additional resources needed for
financing the Plan of Action recommended in the three
reports prepared by high-level financial experts convened
by the Executive Director in accordance with General
Assembly resolution 32/172;85

12. Considers that the expert studies deserve further
consideration and requests the Executive Director of the
United Nations Environment Programme to take due
account of them under his responsibility with respect to
the implementation of the Plan ofAction, as well as within
the framework of the mandate of the Consultative Group
on Desertification Control;

13. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-second session, through the
Economic and Social Council, on the implementation of
the present resolution.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

B

IMPLEMENTATION IN THE SUDANO-SAHELIAN REGION
OF THE PLAN OF ACfION

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 36/190 of 17 December 1981,

37/216 of 20 December 1982, 38/164 of 19 December
1983, and 39/168 of 17 December 1984,

Notingdecision 13/30 B of23 May 1985 of the 90vern
ing Council of the United Nations Environment Pro
gramme83 on the implementation iD the Sudano-Sahelian
region of the Plan of Action to Combat Desertification,

Noting also Economic and Socia! Council resolutions
1984/65 of 26 July 1984 on the implementation in the
Sudano-SahelillL .egion of the Plan of Action to Combat
Desertjncation, and 1984/72 of 27 July 1984 on environ
ment and development in Africa,

85 UNEP/GC.6/91Add.I, A/3S/396, A/36/J 41.
86 UNEP/GC. J3/71Add. J.

Considering the report of the Executive Director of the
United Nations Environment Programme on the imple
mentation in the Sudano-Sahelian region of the Plan of
Action to Combat Desertification,86

Considering also the report of the Secretary-General on
the critical situation of food and agriculture in Africa,
1984-1985,87

I. Takes note ofthe report ofthe Executive Director of
the United Nations Environment Programme on the
implementation in the Sudano-Sahelian region of the Plan
of Action to Combat Desertification;

2. Notes with concern:
(a) The damage wrought by drought on the countries

of Africa south of the Sahara;
(b) That insufficient financial resources continue to be

a serious constraint in combating desertification;
(c) That the struggle against desertification requires

financial and human resources beyond the means of the
affected countries;

3. Notes with satisfaction the progress that the United
Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office has made in the face of
these obstacles in assisting, on behalf of the United
Nations Environment Programme, the Governments of
the countries of the region in combating deser" kation,
under a joint venture between the United Nations Envi
ronment Programme and the United Nations Develop
ment Programme;

4. Endorses the decision of the Governing Council of
the United Nations Environment Programme to add the
United Republic of Tanzania to the list of countries to be
assisted by the United Nations Sudano-Saheiian Office in
their efforts to implement the Plan of Action to Combat
Desertification, C'.ontained in Council desision 13/30 B;83

5. Commends the Executive Director of the United
Nations Environment Programme and the Administrator
of the United Nations Development Programme for the
effective and co-ordinated manner in which they have con
tinued to develop the joint venture through the United
Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office;

6. Recommends the Governing Council of the United
Nations Environment Programme and the Governing
Council of the United Nations Development. Programme
to continue and increase their support for the United
Nations Sudano·Sahelian Office in order to enable it to
respond more adequately to the pressing needs of the
countries of the Sudano-Sahelian and adjacent regions;

7. Expresses its gratitude to the Governments, special
ized agencies, other intergovernmental organizations and
all organizations that ha'Ve contributed to the implementa
tion in the Sudano-SaheIian region ofthe Plan ofAction to
Combat Desertification;

8. Draws the attention of the international community
to the need to increase the efforts to implement the Plan of
Action in the Sudano-Sahelian region and urges it to oon~

tribute to this implementation through appropriate means,
including the United Nations Trust Fund for Sudano~

Sahelian Activities, as well as to respond favourably to
requests for assistance from the Governments of the
countries of the region;

9. Recommends the Governing Council of the United
Nations Environment Programme to make the neressary
arrangements, in conformity with General Assembly reso
lution 391217 of18 December 1984, for submitting to the
Assembly, through the Economic and Social Council, a

87 A/40/329.ElJ 985180.
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report on the implementation in the Sudano-Sahelian
region of the Plan of Action to Combat Desertification.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/199. Co-operation between the United Nations
Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat)
and the United Nations Environment Pro
gramme

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 32/162 of 19 December 1977

and 35/77 B of 5 December 1980,
Having considered resolution 8/14 a'iopted by the Com

mission on Human Settlements on 8 May 198588 and deci
sion 13/12 adopted by the Governing Council of the
United Nations Environment Programme on 23 May
1985,83

Decides to discontinue the annual meetings of the Exec
utive Director of the United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements (Habitat) and the bureau of the Commission
on Human Settlements with the Executive Director of the
United Nations Environment Programme and the bureau
of its Governing Council.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/200. International co-operation in the field of the
environment

The General Assembly,
Recognizing the international dimension of environ

mental problems, the role of environmental factors in the
broader economic and social context, and the importance
of taking environmental considerations fully into account
in the implementation of the International Development
Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Dec
ade,22

Having considered the report of the Governing Council
of ·the United Nations Environment Programme on the
work of its thirteer.th sessiun,82

Having considered also the report of the Executive
Director of the United Nations Env:ronment Programme
on international conventions and protocols in the field of
the environment,89

Noting with deep concern that the harmful consequences
of the drought and desertification seriously affecting many
countries, in particular African countries, are exacerbated
by the continued erosion of the resource base for the
development of those countries,

Reaffirming the importance of the interrelationships
between resources, environment, people and development,
and the need to take those interrelationships into account
in development policies and strategies,

Stressing the importance ofan international exchange of
experience and knowledge concerning the protection of the
environment, I

Noting the activity of the United Nations Environment
Programme on the subject "The arms race and the envi
ronment", in accordance with its programme of work as
adopted by the General Assembly, the Economic and
Social Council and the Governing Council of the United
Nations Environment Programme,

ss See Official Records ofthe General Assembly. Fonieth Session, Supple
ment No. If (A140/8 and Corr.l), annex I, sect. A.

89 UNEP/GC.I3/10. .

Mintiful ofthe sovereign rights ofStates over their natu
ral resources, including their forests,

Noting also the activities of the United Nations and
other international organizations, as well as the interna
tional initiatives being taken that are directed towards the
important objective of rational management, protection
and rehabilitation of the world's forests,

Recalling its resolution 38/161 of 19 December 1983 on
the process of preparation of th\~ Environmental Perspec
tive to the Year 2000 and Beyond,

I. Takes note of the report of the Governing Council
of the United Nations Environment Programme on the
work of its thirteenth session and endorses the decisions
contained therein,82 as adopted;

2. Welcomes the decision of the Governing Council to
change to a biennial cycle of sessions on an experimental
basis and in this regard takes note of the establishment of
the open-ended Committee of Permanent Representative!l
to facilitate this process;90

3. Invites the Governing Council, when reviewing the
experiment with the organization of a biennial work pro
grainme, to consider changes that may in consequence be
necessary in the functioning of the Council, including the
term of membership;

4. Welcomes section III of decision 13/1 of 23 May
1985,83 and decision 13/10 of24 May 198583 by which the
Governing Council initiated steps towards the preparation
of the system-wide medium-term environment pro
gramme for the period 1990-1995 and invited the Admin
istrative Committee on Co-ordinatioL to review and fur
ther develop the methodology in the light of the experience
gained in the system-wide medium-term environment
programme for the period 1984-1989;

5. Takes note of the work done by the Special Com
m,ssion on the Environmental Perspective to the Year
2000 and Beyond, which has adopted the name World
Commission on Environment and Development, and by
tl>e Intergovernmental Inter-sessional Preparatory Com
mittee on the Environmental Perspective to the Year 2000
and Beyond in the preparation of their reports, and recalls
the relationship between the Commission and the Com
mittee, as set out in General Assembly resolution 38/161;

6. Takes note of the progress on international conven
tions and protoco)s in the field of the environment during
1985, including the adoption of the Vienna Convention
for the Protection of tOe Ozone Layer and of an interna
tional protocol to the 1979 Convention on Long-range
Transboundary Air Pollution, on sulphur emissiol)~ and
Buxes, and the organization ofthe first meeting of the Con
ference of the Parties to the Convention on the Conserva
tion of Migratory Species of Wild Animals;

7. Considers that measures to deal with the erosion of
the natural resource base in countries affected by drought
and desertification should have as one of their major aims
the sustainable exploitation and increased productivity of
that natural resource base;

8. Welcomes the importance attached by the Govern
ing Council to regional approaches and programmes
relating to international co-operation in the field of the
environment, and in this context stresses the relevance of
specific regional planning identified by the regions them
selves;

9. Notes with appreciation tIle convening of the first
African Ministerial Conference on the Environment at
Cairo from 16 to 18 De"...ember 1985;

90See Official Records ofthe General Assembly. Fortieth Session, Supple
ment No. 25 (A140/2S), annex, decision :312.
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10. Calls upon the Executive Director of the United
Nations Environment Programme to co~ordinate further
the activities of the Programme with those ofother organi
zations ofthe United Nations system, to co-operate appro
priately with the organizers of the international initiatives
on the future of the forests, and to report thereon to the
Governing Council;

11. Reaffirms the need to strengthen the co-ordinating
role of the United Nations Environment Programme and
the need for additional resources to assist developing
countries in dealing with serious environmental problems,
and urges the Executive Director of the Programme, in
consultation with Governments and the international
organizations concerned, to accelerate and intensify his
efforts in that field;

12. Expresses its appreciatior.: the Governments that
continue to contribute to the Fund of the United Nations
Environment Programme, particularly those that have
increased their contributions, and urges those Govern
ments that have not yet paid their pledged contributions to
the Fund for 1985 or made pledges for 1986 to do so in the
near future.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

401201. Living conditions of the Palestinian people
in the occupied Palestinian territories

The General Assembly,

Recalling the Vancouver Declaration on Human Settle
ments, 1976,91 and the relevant recommendations for
national action92 adopted by Habitat: United Nations
Conference on Human Settlements,

Recalling also its resolution 39/169 of 17 December
1984,

Taking note of Commission on Human Settlements res
olution 8/3 of 10 May 1985,88

Gravely olarmed by the continuation of the Israeli settle
ment policies, which have been declared null and void and
a major obstacle to peace,

Recognizing the need to identify priority development
projects needed for improving the living conditions of the
Palestinian people in the occupied Palestinian territories,

l. Takes note with concern of the report of the Secre
tary-General on the living conditions of the Palestinian
people in the occupied Palestinian territories;93

2. Takes note also of the statement made on 25
October 1985 by the cbserver of the Palestine Liberation
Organization;94

3. Rejects the Israeli plans and actions intended to
change the demographic composition of the occupied
Palestinian territories, particularly the increase and expan
sion of the Israeli settlements, and other plans and actions
creating conditions leading to the displacement and exo
dus (If Palestinians from the occupied Palestinian terri~

tories;
4. Expresses its alarm at the deterioration, as a result

of the Israeli occupation, in the living conditions of the
Palestinian people in the Palestinian territories occupied
since 1967;

5. Affirms that the Israeli occupation is contradictory
to the basic requirements for the social and economic

91 Report ofHabitat: United Nations Conference on Human Selllements,
Vancouver. 31 May' I I June 1976 (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.76.IV.7 and comgendum), chap. I.

92 Ibid., chap. 11.
93 A/40/373-F/198S/99.
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development of the Palestinian people in the occupied
Palestinian territories;

6. Requests the Secretary-General:
(a) To organize, by April 1987, a seminar on priority

development projects needed for improving the living con
ditions of the Palestinian people in the occupied Palestin
ian territories, including a comprehensive general housing
programme, as recommended in resolution 8/3 of the
Commission on Human Settlements;

(b) To make the necessary preparations for the semi
nar, providing for the participation ofthe Palestine Libera
tion Organization;

(c) To invite experts to present papers to the seminar;
(d) To invite also relevant intergovernmental and non

governmental organizations;
(e) To report to the General Assembly at its forty-first

session, through the Economic and Social Council, on the
preparations for the seminar;

(f) To report to the General Assembly at its forty
second session, through the Economic and Social Council,
on the seminar.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/202. Human settlements

A

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION
ON HUMAN SETILEMENTS

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 320 I (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of

I May 1974, containing the Declaration and the Pro
gramme of Action on the Establishment ofa New Interna
tional Economic Order, 3231 (XXIX) of 12 December
1974, containing the Charter of Economic Rights and
Duties of States, and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975
on development and international economic co-operation,

Recalling also its resolutions 32/162 of 19 December
1971 on institutional arrangements for international co
operation in the field of human settlements and 34/116 of
14 December 1979 on the strengthening of human settlt:.
ments activities,

Conscious of the very substantial gap between the
resources available through voluntary contributions to the
United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat)
and the needs of developing countries requesting assist
ance from the Centre,

Having considered the report of the Commission on
Human Settlements on the work of its eighth session,95

1. Takes note of the report of the Commission on
Human Settlements on the work of its eighth session;

2. .Takes note with appreciation of the progress which
the Commission and its secretariat, the United Nations
Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat), have continued
to make in providing guidance and assistance to Govern
ments in their efforts to provide adequate shelter and serv
ices to their people, particularly the poor and disadvan
taged;

3. Calls upon all Governments to accord the requisite
priority in their development and development assistance

94 Official Records ofthe General Assembly. Fortieth Session. Second Com
millee, 17th meeting, paros. 93-99.

95 Ibid., Fortieth Session. Supplement No. 8 (A/40/8 and Corr.l).
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IS'

programmes to human settlements activities as a proved

means of promoting economic and social development. am
wen as to the fair distribution of the benefits ofsuch devel

opment to all segments of the population;

4. Takes note of Commission on Human Settlements

resolution 8/12 of8 May 198588 and, in that context. urges

the international community. including multilateral insti

tutions and agencies, to consider. as appropriate, more

flexible strategies in lending for human settlements proj

ects and programmes;

5. Commends those Governments and others that

have made voluntary financial contributions to the United

Nations Habitat and Human Settlements Foundation, par

ticularly those that have done so on a regular basis, and

appeals to those that have not contributed to do so at the

earliest opportunity;

6. Decides, in accordance with Commission on Human

Settlements resolution 8/4 of 8 May 1985,88 to designate

the first Monday ofOctober ofevery year as "World Habi

tat Day".

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

B

BIENNIAL CYCLE OF SESSIONS OF THE COMMISSION ON
HUMAN SETILEMENTS

The General Assembly,

RecaJ/ing its resolution 32/162 of 19 December 1977,

by which it po:ovided for the establishment ofthe Commis

sion on Hur.Aan Settlements and specified the duration of

the term of office of members of the Commission,

Recalling also its decision 38/429 of 19 December 1983

on the rational~tionof the work" of the S2c0nd Commit

tee and its resolution 39/170 B of 17 Dr...cem'Oer 1984, in
which it req'Jired the Commission on Human Settlements

to consider adopting a biennial cycle C'i sessions,

Taki~g note with satisfaction ofCommission on Human

Settlements resolution 8/1 of 10 May 198588 on a biennial

cycle of sessions for the Commission,

Having c01lSidered the recommendation of the Commis

sion that the duration of the term of office of its members

should be chlPlged from thfee to four years in recognition

of the phange to a b~ennia1 cycle of ~ssions,

1. Welcomes the decision of the Commission on

Human Settlements contained in its resolution 8/1 that,

beginning in 1987, its sessions will, on an experimental

basis, be held only in odd-numbered years;

2. Endorses the decision of the Commission on

Human Settlements contained in its resolution 8/1 to hold

a special session of shorter duration in 1988 devoted

exclusively to ensuring effective follow-up to the Interna

tional Year ofSheiter for the Homeless which, pursuant to

General Assembly resolution 37/221 of 20 December

1982, will be observed in 1987; "

3. Decides that, beginning with the terms ofofficecom

mencing on 1 January 1987, membership in the Commis

sion on Human Settlements will be for a term offour years

instead of three.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

c

CO-ORDINATION OF HUMAN SE11"LEMENTS PRO
GRAMMES WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM

The General Assembly,
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General

concerning the co-ordination of human settlements pro

grammes within the United Nations system,96

Taking note of the view on co-ordination expressed in

Commission on Human Settlements tesolution 8/13 of 8

May 1985,88
Requests the Secretary-General to ehsure effective parti

cipation of the United Nations Centre for Human Settle

ments (Habitat) in the work of the Administrative Com

mittee on Co-ordination and its subsidiary machinery

relevant to its mandate, as contained ih General Assembly

resolution 32/162 of 19 December 1977, taking into

account Assembly resolutions 32/197 of 20 December

1977, 35177 C of 5 December 1980 and 37/223 C of 20

December 1982, and to keep the matter under review for

consideration by the Economic and Social Council at its

second regular session in 1987 on the implementation of

the present resolution, taking into consideration the

follow-up of dle cross-organizational programme analysis

in human settlements by the Committee on Programme

and Co-ordination.
119th plenary meeting

17 December 1985

40/203. Internadonal Year of Shelter for the Home
less

The General Assembly, '
Reca//ing its resolutions 37/221 of 20 December 1982,

, 38/168 of 19 December 1983 and 39/171 of 17 December

1984 on the International Year of Shelter for the Home

less,
Noting with satisfaction that more than one hundred and

fifteen countries have designated official national focal

points for the International Year of Shelter for the Home

less, that many countries have already launched intensive

national programmes for the Year and reported thereon to

the Commission on Human Settlements at its eighth ses

sion, and that more than one hundred and sixty projects

for the Year are under way in sixty-five countries,

Expressing its appreciation to Ute twenty-nine develop

ing countries and five developed countries that have

al~dy made or pledged voluntary contributions to the

Intemrtional Year of Shelter for the Homeless,

Recognizing that an estimated one quarter of the world's

population does not have adequate shelter and lives in

extremely unhealthy aQd unsanitary conditions and that

the programme for the International Year of Shelter for

the Homeless provides a necessary and unique opportu

nity for countries to review their prospects and priorities

for ~helter and settlements and to develop, before or

during 1987, new national policies and strategies for

improving shelter for, and the neighbourhoods of, the poor

and disadvantaged by the year 2000,

Noting that most ef the voluntary contributions pledged

to date have been pledged by develoi"ing countries and

that further voluntary contributions ace now needed in

order to r.arry out effectively the overall plans endorsed by

the General Assembly ior activities to be undertaken

before and during the International Year of Shelter for the

Homeless,97
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I. Requests those countries that have not yet estab
lished official national focal points for the International
Year of Shelter for the Homeless to do so in the near
future, along the lines specified in the annex to General
Assembly resolution 38/168;

2. Also requests those countries that have not yet form
ulated national programmes and plans of action for the
International Year of Shelter for the Homeless to do so
and periodically to provide information on them to the
United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat)
so that all national focal points can be regularly informed
of the activities, progress and achievements of the Year in
countries around the world;

3. Further requests those countries and international
organizations that have not yet done so to designate proj
ects for the International Year ofShelter for the Homeless
aimed ·at improving access to land, financing, building
materials, training and employment, giving special atten
tion to legal and institutional measures, and to send a proj
ect information sheet on each project to the United
Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat);

4. Requests all countries in their periodic reports on
their national programmes and projects for the Year,
especially in reports to the Commission on Human Settle
ments a: its ninth session, to give special attention to their
plans for developing and implementing new national poli
cies and strategies for improving shelter for, and the
neighbourhoods of, the poor and disadvantaged by the
year 2000;

S. Appeals once again to all Governments that have
not yet announced a voluntary contribution, especially
those of developed countries, as well as to international
financial institutions and intergovernmental and non-gov
ernmental organizations, to provide effective financial and
other support to the programme for the International Year
of Shelter for the Homeless;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report to
the Economic and Social Council at its second regular ses
sion of 1986 on progress achieved in the implementation
of the approved programme of measures and activities to
be undertaken before and during the International Year of
Shelter for the Hom~less;97

7. Invites the Economic and Social Council to include
a special account of its deliberations on the subject in its
report te the General Assembly at its forty-first session;

8. Decides, in view of the fact that 1987 is the Interna
tional Year of Shelter for the Homeless, to devote special
attention to the Year at its forty-first session.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

401204. Etiective mobilization and integration of
women in development98

The General Assembly,
Taking note with appreciation of the world survey on the

role of women in development,99
Recognizing that although the survey was submitted to

the World Conference to Review and Appraise the
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Developm~nt and Peace, it has yet to receive the
detailed attention it deserves,

Noting with satisfaction the adoption by the Conference
of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the

98 See also sect. I, footnote 17. and sect. VI. resolution 40/101.
99 AlCONF.116/4 and Corr.1.
100 Repq" olthe World Collference 10 Review and Appraise the Achieve

ments (lJlhe United Nations Decadefor Women: Equality. Development and

Advancement of Women,loo which constitute an impor
tant and positive contribution to the attainment of the
objectives of the Decade and provide a policy framework
for the advancement of women to the year 2000,

1. Invites the Commission on the Status of Women at
its thirty-first session to make specific action-oriented rec
ommendations based on the world survey on the role of
women mdevelopment as a part of the overall implemen
tation of and follow-up to the Nairobi Forward-looking
Strategies for the Advancement of Women, which should
be for action at the national and international levels, inclu
ding co-operation among developing countries, within an
economic context, and should address sectoral and cross
sectoral problems identified in the survey, and requests
that the report of the Commission be made available,
through the Economic and Social Council at its second
regular session of 1986, to the General Assembly at its
forty-second session under the sub-item entitled "Effective
mobilization and integration of women in economic
development";

2. Requests tht Secretary-General to take those recom
mendations into account when formulating the system
wide medium-term plan for women and development10 I

and to invite the specialized agencies and other organiza
tions cf the United Nations system, in particular the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization, the
International Labour Organisation, the Food and Agricul
ture Organization of t!le United Nations and the Interna
tional Training and Research Institute for the Advance
ment of Women, to take into account the implications of
the world survey when preparing their contributions to
that plan;

3. Also requests the Secretary-General to update the
survey on the role of women in development on a regular
basis, focusing on selected emerging development issues
that have an impact on the role of women in the economy
at the local, national, regional and international levels;

4. Decides that the first update of the survey should be
submitted to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth ses
sion, in 1989;

S. Invites the Commission on the Status of Women at
its thirty-first session to make a recommendation on future
updates of the survey after 1989, bearing in mind the need
for effective co-ordination with the fo',ow-up activities of
the World Conference to Review and Appraise the
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace;

6. Also invites the Commission on the Status of
Women to suggest terms ofreference for the first update of
the survey, which should contain improved data and
information on the role of women in development, inclu
ding, inter alia, their role in the informal sector of the
economy;

7. Urges the specialized agencies and other organiza
tions of the United Nations system to contribute to the
preparation of the first update of the survey;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly, at its forty-second session. a progress
report' on the preparation of the first regular update of the
survey, including preliminary views on its scope and con
tent, so that the Commission on the Status of Women, at
its thirty-second session, can take that report into account,
together with the comments on the subject made by dele
gations in the General Assembly;

Peace. Nairobi, 15·26 July 1985 (United Nations publication. Sales No.
E.85.1V.10). chap. I. sect. A.

101 See Economic and Social Council resolution 1985/46 of 31 May 1985
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9. Also requests the Secretary-General to utilize the
input provided by the Commission on the Status of
Women at its thirty-second session and by the Economic
and Social Council in 1988 for the preparation of the first
update of the survey.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/205. Implementation of the Substantial New ProCme of Action for the 19801S for the
Developed Countries

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of
1 May 1974, containing the Declaration and the Pro
gramme ofAction on the Establishment ofa New Interna
tional Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December
1974, containing the Charter of Economic Rights and
Duties of States, and 3362 (8-vm of 16 September 1975
on development and international economic co-operation,

Recalling also its resolution 39/174 of 17 December
1984,

Reaffirming the provisions ofthe International Develop
ment Strategy for the Third United Nations Development
Decade relating to the least developed countries,102 and the
agreed conclusions concerning those countries ofthe Com
Mittee on the Review and Appraisal of the Implementa
tion of the International Development Strategy for the
Third United Nations Development Decade, 103

Reaffirming the Substantial New Programme of Action
for the 19805 for the Least Developed Countries,"2 whose
objective is to transform the economies of the least
developed countries so that they may achieve self-sus
tained development, and to enable them to provide at least
internationally accepted minimum standards of nutrition,
health, transport and communications, housing, educa
tion, and job opportunities to all tb,~ir citizens, particularly
the rural and urban poor,

Reaffirming the need to respect the socio-political and
economic system of each least developed country in the
implementation of the Substantial New Programme of
Action,

Deeply concerned at the continued deterioration of the
socio-economic conditions of the least developed
countries despite national and international efforts to
achieve the goals and objectives of the Substantial New
Programme of Action,

Seriously concerned at the critical economic situation
faced particularly by the least developed countries in
Africa,

Recognizing the specific problems of the land-locked
and island countries among the least developed countries,
as reflected in United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development resolutions 137 (VI) and 138 (VI) of 2 July
198338 and Trade and Development Board resolution 319
(XXXI) of 27 September 1985,39

Recalling paragraph 119 of the Substantial New Pro
gramme of Action in which it was recommended ~at ,the
Intergovernmental Group on the Least Developed
Countries of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development, while carrying out the mid-term review,
should consider the possibility ofholding at the end of the
decade a global review on the implementation of the Sub
stantial New Programme ofAction which might, inter alia,

102 Resolution 35/56, annex, sect. III.K.
103 See 01JicioJ Records a/the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supple-

ment No. 4B(A/40/48), para. 22. .

take the form of a United Nations conference on the least
developed countries,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on
the mid-term global review of progress towards the imple
mentation of the Substantial New Programme of
Action,l04 carried out by the Intergovernmental Group at
its sixth session.

1. Emphasizes that the least developed countries, in
view of their deteriorating socio-economic situation, need
the urgent and special attention of the international com
munity and its large-scale support on a continuous basis to
enable them to progress towards self-reliant development,
consistent with the plans and programmes of each least
developed country;

2. Reaffirms the Substantial New Programme of
Action for the I 980s for the Least Developed Countries as
the basis for continuing co-operation between the least
developed countries and their development partners, as
wen as the commitment to the full and effective imple
mentation of the Programme;

3. Endorses the conclusions and recommendations
contained in the report of the Intergovernmental Group on
the Least Developed CountrieslOS on the mid-term global
review of the Substantial New Programme of Action, as
annexed hereto, which are designed to ensure the full
implementation of the Substantial New Programme of
Action over the second balf of the decade;

4. Calls upon all Governments, intergovernmental and
multilateral institutions, the organs, organizations and
bodies of the United Nations system, non-governmental
organizations and all others concerned to take immediate,
concrete and adequate steps to implement the Substantial
New Programme of Action for the Least Developed
Countries, taking full account of the conclusions and rec
ommendations of the mid-tem global review so as to
enable each least developed country to achieve a mini
mum standard ofperformance in socio-economic develop
ment;

5. Reaffirms that the least developed countries have
primary responsibility for their overall development and
that, although international support measures are vitally
important, the domestic policies those countries pursue
will be of importance for the success of their development
efforts, and urges the least developed countries to continue
their efforts to implement the provisions ofthe Substantial
New Programme of Action at the national level;

6. Calls upon donor countries to continue to make
every effort to increase their contributions in view of the
important role that official development assistance plays
in helping the least developed countries to achieve the
objectives of their country programmes within the frame
work of the Substantial New Programme of Action, and
urges those donor countries that have not yet attained 0.15
per cent of their gross national product, or have not yet
doubled their official development assistance to least
developed countries, to make every effort necessary to
attain those targets as set out in United Nations Con
ference on Trade and Development resolution 142 (VI) of
2 July 1983,38 as adopted;
. 7. Urges the least developed countries to create an

appropriate policy framework (pricing policies, institu
tional reform, rationalization of public expenditures and
public sector management, and measures to mobilize
domestic savings through taxation. domestic financial
institutions and the rural sector), in order to increase the
mobilization of domestic resources and then ensure their

104 A/40/826 and Con'." .
10SSee A/40/821.
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V. Re80lutiODS adopted on the reports of the Second Committee

effective use, and to strengthen their national financial and
planning institutions and, in this regard, urges all con
cerned to support the least developed countries with
appropriate technical and financial assistance;

8. Stresses the critical importance of multilateral
assistance to the least developed countries through chan
nels such as the International Development Association,
the International Fund for Agricultural Development,
regional development banks and their funds, the United
Nations Development Programme, including its Special
Measures Fund for the Least Developed Countries, the
United Nations Capital Development Fund and the
United Nations Volunteers programme;

9. Calls upon donor countries and institutions urgently
to improve further the quality and effectiv~nessof official
development assistance to increase its responsiveness to
the requirements of the least developed countries, as called
for in paragraph 70 of the Substantial New 170gramme of
Action42 and in section XIII ofpart two ofthe lll1nex to the
present resolution;

10. Reaffirms the importance ofco-ordination, follow
up and monitoring at the national, regional and globallev
'1\ls, as outlined in section XVII of part two of the annex to
the present resolution, as crucial to the implementation of
the Substantial New Programme of Action and requests
the international community and the multilateral agencies
to ensure that the country review meetings for the least
developed countries facilitate understanding and dialogue
between those countries and their development partners
aimed at effective and expeditious implementation of the
plans and programmes of the least developed countries
with a view to achieving an accelerated growth rate and
structural transformation of their economies, and invites
the least developed countries to convene such meetings on
a regular basis;

11. Renews the invitation to the governing bodies of
appropriate organs, organizations and bodies ofthe United
Nations system, including the United Nations Develop
ment Programme, to take the necessarr and appropriate
measures for effective implementation, monitoring and
follow-up of the Substantial New Programme of Action
and the conclusions and recommendations adopted by the
Intergovernmental Group on the LeaSt Developed
Countries at its sixth session within their respective
spheres of competence and mandates, and requests the
Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development and the Director-General for
Development and International Economic Co-operation
to continue to undertake their responsibilities as specified
in paragraphs 121 and 123, respectively, of the Substantial
New Programme of Action;42

12. Decides to carry out a global review and appraisal
of the implementation of the Substantial New Programme
of Action at a high level in 1990;

13. Decides further that the precise level, mandate,
date and venue for such a review, as well as the prepara
tory process, should be determined by the General Assem
bly at its forty-second session, in the light of the consulta
tions that will take place under the auspices of.the Unite 1
Nations Conference on Trade and Development, including
those of the seventh session of the Conference;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its forty-second session a report on
the implementation of the present resolution.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

106 The arrangement of the text in part one generally follows that of the
Substantial New Programme of Action (see footnote 42).
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ANNEX

Mld-term R10bal review of progress towlU'ds the Implementation of the Sub
stalltlal New Proaramme of Action for the 19l1Os for the Least Developed
Countries: conclll5iOllS and recommelllbtioDS submitted by the Intergov
ernmental Groap on the Least Developed Countries of the United
Nations Conference OD Trade and Development

Pm Ou

Re,kw of~ i. ii'lfl/eMelltlltio. oft. SlIbstlUltilll New Progrtururrz of
Actio. tit t. COII.try lnd tuUl ofprogreu i" i"tel'lUJliolUllllllpport _
I/res 106

INTRODUCTION

I. It was noted with serious concern that since the adoption in 1981 of
the Substantial New Programme of Action for the 19805 for the Least
Developed Countries there has been a signifiear.t deteric,1'3tion in the over
all sociCH:COnomic situation of the least developed countries, the causes of
which were both external and domestic. The economic crisis had a depress
ing elfect on the three maVor sources of foreign exchange of the least
developed countries: expon earnings, concessional capital flows and pri
vate transfers. The exceptionally high real interest rates prevailing during
the past years have increased the interest obligations on their external debt.
This situation was worsened by very adverse climatic conditions in many
least developed countries. particularly in Africa, which have caused
declines in agricultural and food production. There has also been uneven
implementation of domestic policy changes that were required for social
and economic development.

2. Thus, as a result of all these factors, after growing at a low average
annual rate of::lose to 4 per cent in tlie I970s and by 3 per cent in the first
year of the present decade, the least developed countries as a group
recorded a growth rate in gross domestic product (GDP) in 1982 and 1983
of only 2 per cent. Since population increased at the high rate of
2.6 per cent, in 1982 and 1983 their GDP per capita declined. Provisional
indicators show a poor picture for 1984 when the African crisis came to a
climax, alfecting almost all the least developed countries in Africa. Prelimi
nary estimates for 1985 point towards a vinual stagnation or decline of
GDP for the group of least developed countries as a whole, which would
mean a considerable reduction per capita. However, it is encouraging to
note that, despite this very poor development for the group as a whole, a
few individual lea~t developed countries did perform particularly well.
some of them exceeding an annual GDP growth of 7.2 per cent, the rate
required to double national income in a decade. This is evidence ofthe fact
that the target of the Substantial New Programme ofAction is not entirely
beyond reach, although its attainment has become mare difficult during the
first half of the decade owing to the convulsions that have alfected the
world economic scene and to the vagaries ofweather. Such an achievement
requires an intelligent combination of measures undertaken by the least
developed countries, on the one hand, and of the volume, conditions and
structUre of international assistance on the other.

3. Unless Urgent measures are taken to implement fully and adequately
the SlIbstlmtial New Programme of Action, this declining trend in the
socio-economic situation of the least developed countries will be even
more acute in future, with serious and stark repercussions for their popula
lions..

I. G~NERALSITUATION AND NATIONAL MEASURES

A. FOOD AND AGRICULTURE

4. Among the essential social and economic priorities for the develop
ment of the least developed countries, both as a means of satisfying the
most fundamental human needs and as a basis for economic growth. agri
culture and food production were given the highest priority in the Substan
tial New Programme of Action. Specific recommendations were made in
paragraphs 9-19 oftbe Programme and more especially in paragraph 13.
Indeed, the weight of the agricultural sector within the overall economies
of the least developed countries, supponing the overwhelming majority of
the P9llulation and providing raw materials for industry and expon reve
nUeS,'6tablishes a clear and close link between progress in this sector and
overall' economic growth. These recommendations called for giving a high
priority in the national development plans, programmes and policies of the
least developed countries to the agricultural sector. with particular atten
tion to food production and distribution. Agricultural and food strategies
were to include among their objectives:

(a) The attainment of greater food self-sufficiency as soon as possible
and at the latest by 1990;
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(b) The attainment or surpassing of the 4 per cent growth rate in
agricultural production;

(c) Achievement offood security through food supplies readily accessi
ble at alfordable prices.

5. During the first four years ofthe 1980s agricultural production in the
least developed countries continued to be a source ofcontinuing concern in
terms .both of growth rates and of the ability of the least developed
countnes to meet the food and nutritional needs of their growin8 popula
tions. During this period the average rate of growth of agricultural output
not only feU far short ofthe target of4 per cent but also was lower than that
recorded in the 19605 and 1970s. This implied a serious deterioration in
per capita terms, given that population increased at the rate of 2.6 per cent
per annum.

6. The goal of food self-sufficiency was even further from fulfilment,
inasmuch as food production per capita fell even more than overall
agricultural production. Food insecurity has worsened further, particularly
at the hnusehold level. The decline ofper capita food production worsened,
dropping from -0.5 per cent per annum in the 1970s to -1.4 per cent in
1980-1984. However, 7 among the 36 least developed countries did record
positive growth rates in food output per capita, proving the realism of the
targets set by the Substantial New Programme of Action.

7. Non-food agricultural production, destined largely for export, per
formed relatively bettl'r for the least developed countries as a group during
the early 1980s.

8. The causes of the disappointing performance in agriculture and in
food production in the least developed countries during the period under
review are complex and vary from country to country. But in general,
ameng them are the disastrous climatic conditions in most of those
countries during the I980s, which not only reduced agricultural production
and negated the elfects of the very substantial elforts made by many of
them to increase production in this sector, bllt also caused severe "cologic:m
damage to the environment.

9. The importance accorded to food strategies has proven to be cor
rectly placed. Such strategies enable donors and the least developed
countries to deal with the problems of production, marketing and con
sumption in an integrated and comprehensive manner. Courageous and
important steps have been taken by several least developed countries, with
the support of the international community, to define and introduce food
strategies. Success in these cases was the result of the political will ofGov
ernments to introduce changes. These measlh'CS have yet to produce full
and tangible benefits but represent the principal achievement in this sector.

10. Failure in some cases to adopt appropriate food sector strategies
and to implement appropriate reforms has contributed to the lack of pro
gress in agricultural development. Difficulties have been encountered in
such key areas as: full participation of the rural population in rural devel
opment programmes; appropriate pricing policies for both agricultural
products and inputs to serve as incentives for increased production; insti
tutional and agrarian reforms; the development of the required infrastruc
ture; meeting the basic needs of rural societies; and overcoming the ine
qualities between men and women in participation in and benefiting from
rural developme"~ programmes.

11. During recellt years the partiCUlar dynamism of the rural sector has
increased and shown itself in various forms, particularly in that of village
groupings. It often developed in collaboration with non-governmental
organizations. Several least developed countries have taken steps to sup
port this dynamism using donor assistance, both bilateral and multilateral.

12. It was noted that there is a need to bring about an appropriate bal
ance between food production for domestic consumption and cash crops
for export. There are some positive examples for overcoming this potential
dilemma, providing that the two objectives need not conflict with each
other. For example, the development of agricultural export products may
facilitate the introdul:tion of new techniques and facilities that can also be
used by traditional farmers to improve their production. Appropriate polio
cies and development of infrastructures supporting export production may
also benefit food production for local consumption. Jii

13. Insufficient infrastructure in rural areas not only is a serious cpn
straint to agricultural production, manufacturing and processing, but also
serves to discourage linkages with other economic sectors.

14. While food aid has been useful in the short term, it has sometimes
served to discourage moves towards increasing food self-sufficiency in the
least developed countries by depressing prices and delaying urgent invest
ments in the rural sector. However, ways have been found to use food aid
as a tool for financing development projects in general and in the
agricultural sector in particular.

107 See resolution 36/43.
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15. Co-ordination in the agricultural sector at both the local and the
international levels has been insufficient, priorities sometimes conflict, and
the dialogue has not always been as comprehensive as might have been
desired.

16. Severe price flI4uations on the international markets and uncer
tainties caused by natural factors have compounded problems facing the
agricultural sector. The difficult economic conditions that faced many
developed and developing countries in the early 1980s depressed demand
for the major agricultural exports of the least developed countries, upon
which ihey depend for a mlijor part of their foreign exchange earnings, and
further complicated their elforts to use agriculture as a means of improving
their overall economic performance.

17. Support measures to help olfset the shortfalls in export earnings
arising from declining primary commodity prices were noted with satisfac
tion. However, many countries felt that the insufficient availability of such
support, coupled with delays in bringing into operation the Common Fund
for Commodities and the limited number of functioning commodity agree
ments, contributed to the difficulties of the least developed countries in
overcoming the adverse consequences on their agricultural production.

B. HUMAN RESOURCES AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

18. On the issues of human resources and social development in the
least developed countries there was general agreement that the recommen
dations of the Substantial New Programme of Action in this area remain
valid. The development of human resources is an essential prerequisite for
the development of the least developed countries, and therefore remains a
priority. The scarcity of skilled manpower, particularly in an administra
tive and managerial capacity, hinders the development process in the least
developed countries.

19. The progress achieved by some of the least developed countries in
several areas, particularly declining infant mortality rates and increased lit
eracy rates, was noted with satisfaction, while concern was expressed at the
continued large discrepancy between male and female literacy rates. How
ever, it was noted with concern that several other indicators reveal a
declining trend in the education, health and nutrition status of the popula
tion of the least developed countries as a whole.

20. The scarcity of means available to accelerate the development of
human resources in the least developed countries and elforts to ovel'Cllme
the situation were discussed. The need to consider public expenditure on
~ucationand health as investment from the point of view ofthe.economy
as a whole was stressed.

21. The reorientation of the educational system in some of the least
developed countries in order to train managers and technicians to better
meet the needs of the economy was noted. There had been limited
improvement in implementing training programmes meeting the priority
needs of the rural populations. An important aspect has been increasing the
prestige of manual work, especially in agnculture. The view was expressed
that on-the-job training programmes have been more useful when integra
ted in development projects at an early stage and that they should be
expanded and strengthened. Efforts to mobilize more domestic resources
for education were highlighted. The necessity was stressed of maintaining
and improving the quality of education in the context of the expansion of
basic education.

22. It was emphasized that high priority for primary health care was
still required. The contrast was noted in a general way between highly
sophisticated medical care that was sometimes available only to a section
of the urban population and the development of a widely decentralized
preventive nedicine which required simple methods, was relatively inex
pensive and intended for as many people as possible. The elfons made by
the least develop.:d countries to achieve the target of"Health for All by the
Year 2000,,107 were also noted. The adaptation of the nomenclature of the
essential drugs programme prepared by the World Health Organization
forms part of these elforts.

23. Significant cuts in social expenditure have adversely alfected the
maintenance of physical facilities in both education and health in particu
lar. Experience has shown that this difficulty can be overcome by flexibility
on the part of both the least developed countries and donors. It was recog
nized that government funds were very limited in the least developed
countries and experiences were reported where active participation of!:en
eficiaries, inter alia, thrOUgh user fees, contrib~ xl to covering the costs, to
safeguarding the efficient use of existing facilh.cs and to reducing depen
dency of vital services on ex~ernal assistance. However, generally low
income levels have resulted in some of the cases referred to in difficulties
and limitations for such contributi~ns. It was also stressed that universal
access to basic education and health services was regarded as one of the
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lIIlIjor social ai'1JS ofthe least developed countries. Local and reclll'l'ent cost
suppon in thl ' . programmes has in several cases been an essential com
plement of loo... .:~ons to keep physical facilities I"UIUliDg.

24. The implementation ofnational population policies as recommen
ded in the Substantial New Programme ofAction was seen as an important
factor for the success of development efforts by the least developed
countries. It was noted that only a few least developed countries had vigor
ously encouraged population policies and family planning activities.
Maternal and child care, including family planning, also bring galeral
health benefits to mothers and children. The representatives of least
developed countries explained that, while several least developed countries
had adopted population programmes, the determinants ofachieving lower
fenility were not always favourable in their countries.

25. The significant contribution made by women in the development
process of the least developed countries, especially in the agricultural sec
tor, was bighlighted.

26. Financial and technical assistance to the least developed countries
plays an important pan in supporting their efforts in the sphere of human
resources development. The linkqe between both types of assistance and
the right sequence to be followed in providing them was considered to be
of crucial significance. The view was expressed by some donors that such
assistance should have been provided on more ftexible terms and should
cover recurrent and local cost expenditures, as these have been identified as
lIIlIjor constraints to the development of health and education.

27. It was observed that there is a lack of readily available data about
the practical experience in h~ resources development that would
IXrmit anaIy~ of past mvestment in and development of human
resources. In this connection, the important role played by a number of
partner countries of least developed countries and by the United Nations
Development Programme in helping the least developed countries to
develop their human resources and identitY priorities was emphasized.

C. NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENERGY

28. In the sphere of natural resources and energy, the targets of the
Substantial New Programme of Action remain entirely valid, despite the
fact that they have not yet been achieved. The energy deficit experienced
by most least developed countries often leads to their balances ofpayments
beillB heavily mortgaged, as well as to destructive consequences on the
environment. Most least developed countries have lacked the financial,
human and material means to be able to assess and plan their traditiousl
and other energy resources in a sufticiently comprehensive manner, with
the result that the rational exploitation of these resources has so far b:en
impeded.

29. Thus, the intensive use of fuelwood and charcoal has~ conse
quences: a tendency towards the depletion of these resources, the degrada
tion of the ecosystem and the weakening of the agricultural potential.
Efforts to substitute the consumption of fuelwood by other resources have
not yet yielded the results anticipated.

30. Despite the decline in real terms of the interoational price of
ene:gy, the cost of importing energy products remains heavy for the least
developed countries.

31. For lack of financial and technical means, the hydroelectric
resources of the least '=veloped countries continue to be underexploited.
Investments in this sector often have the twofold characteristic ofrequiring
very considerable financial resources and of not invariably offering profit
ability sufticient to guarantee the covering of recurrent costs. The advan
tages afforded by small-scale hydroelectric schemes have not yet been fully
exploited.

32. Although international aid has contributed to the efforts made in
the energy sector, it has not solved the energy problems of the least
developed countries, and modalities have not always been ftexible enough
to permit the full economic and social development of local potential.

D. MANUFAcruRING INDUSTRY

33. The industrialization targets of the Substantial New Programme of
Action have not yet been acbillved. In the mlijority of the leaSt developed
countries, the share of manufacturing in GDP is currently close to
9 per cent, while in a number of cases it does not even exceed 4 to
5 per cent.

34. The maintenance over a long period of unrealistic price structures
and rates of exchange has sometimes exerted a negative impact on indus
trial development efforts.

35. ~n a number of least developed countries industrial policies, inclu
ding the role to be played by the State in the induatrial development
sphere, have been redefined. In several least developed countries state
enterprises continue to play an important role in thi~ process.

36. In some c:ases industrial promotion mechanisms, mainly credit
structures and technical tmining, as weD as international aid, continue to
be insufticient, and often entail severe conditions that the promoters are
unable to fulfil.

37. In many cases in the past the choice of technologies, both by
donors and by beneficiaries, has been inappropriate, leading to difficulties
in maintenance and utilization of capacities.

38. The complementarlty of the agricultural and industrial sectors has
not always been fully taken into consideration, panjcularly in respect of
linkqe effects on employment. However, the least developed countries
have endeavoured to promote the formulation of integrated strategies.
Local capacities for on-the-spot processing of primary commodities have
not yet been fully developed, owing to a lack of technical and financial
means and of technology transfers to the least developed countries.

39. Although the situation varies considerably from country to coun
try, the formulation of policies for the promotion of small- and medium
sized enterprises, as weD as international assistance furnished for that pur
pose, are still inadequate. Industrial co-operation agreements between
some enterprises of least developed countries and those of certain donor
countries have ileen concluded. .

40. Reaional and subregional economic groupings have taken measures
to exploit the opportunities offered by an expanding market in the regions
concerned.

E. PHYSICAL AND INSTITUTIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE

41. The insufticiency, fragility and occasional ineffectiveness and inad
equacy ofthe physical and institutional infrastructure continue to be one of
the ml\ior obstacles to the structural transformation and economic devel
opment of the least developed countries.

42. The precarious situation of the physical infrastructure of the least
developed countries is often aggravated by the inadequacy ofmaintenance
services.

43. Institutional infrastructures are often insufticiently productive for
various reasons, mainly the inadequacy ofequipment and skilled staffand
insufficient operating budgets.

44. In the case of land-locked least developed countries the inadequacy
and the precarious situation of transpon networks in adjoining countries,
as well as occasional institutional instability in some of those countries,
have formed an obstacle to the transportation ofproducts coming from, or
intended for, foreign countries.

F. ENVIRONMENT

45. The close interrelationship of poverty and environmental deterio
ration has become increasingly obvious in recent years. The lack of means
and alternative energy resources compels the populations of the least
developed countries to utilize resources that are becoming depleted, such
as fuelwood, thus producing environmental deterioriation and an aggrava
tion ofthe effects ofdrought and the desertification process. The deteriora
tion of the ecosystem is thus the outcome of the joint impact of climatic
conditions and human activity in a context of poverty an~ tapid popula
tion growth, which leads to the over-exploitation of the soil, water
resources and vegetation. Consequently, climatic deterioration leading to
drought and desertificatitln may well become irreversible phenomena.

46. lit some least developed countries, rural development policies have
not yet always included specific measures designed to combat drought and
desenification. Bearin& in mind that fuelwood will continue to be the main
source ofenergy for rural households in the least developed countries in the
future, reforestation efforts have been inadequate. As they have been
undertaken, activities, including international aid in this sphere, have fre
quently been gelIred to the shon term and have neglected the need for long
term measures. Contemporary famines are the consequence of decades of
unfavourable climatic factors but also of mistakes, inaction and a lack of
foresight, both by the countries concerned and at the level of international
aid.

47. In some cases political instability has made the efforts to combat
desertification and drought hazardous. Similarly, population movements
have sometimes constituted an aggravating factor.

4g. Confronted with the seriousness of the situation, some least
developed countries are beginning to implement policies associating local
pcpulations with measures to protect the environment.

G. TRANSFORMATIONAL INVESTMENTS
49. The number of lIIlIjor investment projects under preparation or

under implementation in many least developed countries. has decreased
considerably since the adoption of the Substantial New Programme of
Action, a, a result of, inter alia, resource constraints, both internal and
external, experienced by these countries, as mentl0ned in paragraphs 53
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and 54 of the Programme. In the light of experience pined in design and
implementation of projects, besides the capital needs, the following ele
ments were considered important:

(a) A comprehensive approach for selecting major investment projects
in accordance with national priorities;

(b) Carefully prepared pre-investment studies, including cost-benefit
analysis;

(c) Pre-investment activities, with the necessary technical assistance;
(d) Human resources aspects, such as training of personnel, manage

ment capacity and participation of the local work force;
(e) Maintenance and rehabilitation, including preparedness to meet

recurrent costs;
(/) A conducive atmosphere for investment

H. LAND-LOCKED AND ISLAND LEAST DEVELOPED
COUNTRIES

50. Paragraph 55 of the Substantial New Programme of Action,
relating to the problems of land-locked and island least developed
countries, was considered to retain its full pertinence. It was furthermore
noted that the problems of those countries had been aggravated in the
recent period of recession. Attention was caUed to United Nations Con
ference on Trade and Development resolutions 137 (VI) and 138 (VI) of 2
July 198338 and Trade and Development Board resolution 319 (XXXI) of
27 September 1985.39

I. FOREIGN TRADE
5I. The Intergovernmental Group reaffirmed the importance of para

paphs 56 to 58 of the Substantial New Programme ofAction, which retain
their full validity. The following factors were considered to be of special
importance:

(a) Horizontal and vertical diversification of production and exports;
(b) The effects of the expansion of the network of intergovernmental

loq-term agreements on trade and economic co-operation, as well as the
institutional framework, between the least developed countries and other
countries;

(c) Develoilment of trade at the domestic ancl regional, as well as at the
global level;

(d) Trade promotion activities;
(e) Adjustment efforts with regard to import programmes and policies

of the least developed countries;
(/) Development of institutional capabilities, including the training of

personnel.
52. It was recognized that, in carrying out their tasks in these fields, the

1east develoPed countries had benefited from, inter alia, the activities ofthe
International Trade Centre UNCTAD/GATT and of the United Nations
Conference on Trade and Development.

J. DISASTER ASSISTANCE FOR THE LEAST
DEVEWPED COUNTRIES

53. The implementation of the Substantial New Programme ofAction
during the first four years has been impeded by natural disasters such as the
drought in Africa and ftoods and cyclones in other countries, and man
made disasters such as internal and external confticts that have affected a
large number of the least developed countries and have considerably
increased the number of refugees and displaced persons. The least
developed countries, the industrialized countries and the international
community, in particular the relevant specialized agencies of the United
Nations system, an: today in a position to draw some lessons from these
dramatic experiences, which point to:

(a) The need for creating conditions for improving the efficiency of
emergency assistance, with the aim of reaching the target groups of the
population;

(b) The shortcomings relating to administrative structures for preven
tive purposes in the field regarding, inter alia, statistics, technology and
various information networks and systems ofmonitoring the envi~~nment;

(c) The relevillu:e of using emergency assistance for measure/himprov.
iq the efficiency of the assistance, such as support for logistics and trans
port capacities;

(d) The need for better co-ordination ofefforts at both the national and
the intemationa1level;

(e) The value of the participation of non-governmental organizations;
(/) The need for consideration of longer-term development objectives

when providing emergency assistance, in particular with regard it> produc
tion and distribution of food;

I08TDIB/I055 and Corr.l, part two, paras. 44-46.

(g) The special vulnerability of the least developed countries hosting
refugees and persons affected by natural disasters.

54. The Intergovernmental Group endorsed the conclusions relating to
emergency assistance adopted by the Meetiq of Governmental Experts of
Donor Countries and Multilateral and Bilateral Financial and Technical
Assistance Institutions with Representatives of the Least Developed
Coul!~...ies as Part of Preparation for the Mid-term Global Review of the
Implementation of the Substantial New Programme of Action, which WIt,
held at Geneva from I to 10 May 1985.108

11. INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT MEASURES

A. TRANSFER OF FINANCIAL RESOURCES
55. The United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries

recognized that action by the least developed countries at the national
level, including vigorous measures for the mobilization of domestic
resources, should be complemented by international measures of support
through both a substantial increase in financial resource transfers and poli
cies and programmes affecting the modalities of assistance so that those
countries might achieve the objectives of their country programmes within
the framework of the Substantial New Programme of Action.

I. Volume ofaid
56. The Substantial New Programme of Action envisaged that if all

donors were to provide levels ofnet official development assistance consis
tent with ope or other of the targets set out in paragraph 63 of the Pro
gramme, the level of such assistance to lea,t developed countries would
double by 1985 compared with the annual level oftransfers to them during
the period 1976-1980. On the basis of the data available up to 1984, it is
anticipated that the actual level ofassistance will fall substantially short of
this amoWlt in 1985. Nevertheless, a significant number ofthe donors who
accepted one of the targets in 1981, either to provide official development
assistance equivalent to 0.15 per cent oftheir gross national product (GNP)
or to double the level of their assistance, have met or come close to reach
ing the target

2. Multilateral programmes
57. The amount of multilateral aid, including ftows from multilateral

agencies financed by members of the Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Ccuntries, provided to least developed countries annually was
47 per cent higher in the period 1981-1983 than hI 1976-1980. However,
many countries expressed serious concern about the reduced lEvel of
funding fQr several important multilateral development agencies, in partic~

ular the International Development Association.
58. It was noted, however, that several multilateral development agen

cies, mainly financed by countries members of the Development Assist
ance Committee, have adopted policies that emphasize the needs of the
least developed countries. Although the share offtolNs from these agencies
to the least developed countries has increased since 1981, the policy
emphasis is yet to be fully reftected in aid disbursement patterns.

59. Although the Special Facility for sub-Saharan Africa of the World
Bank, established in 1985, is not specifically addi'essed to the least
developed countries, it will increase financial ftows to many least
developed countries in Africa.

3. New mechanisms
60. No new initiatives have been taken since 1981 in respect of pos

sible new mechanisms for increasiq financial transfers to the least
developed countries. It was noted tha~ the use by those countries of
resources of the International Monetary Fund, designed to alleviate short
term baIance-of-payments problems, which reached $2.2 billion in 1983,
was now on the decline and that their net purchases from the Fund had
been negative in 1984, despite their continuing serious baIance-of-pay
ments difficulties. ft was further noted that the Task Force on Concessional
flows of the Development Committee of the World Bank had recently
complettd its work, which was considered at the 27th meeting of the
Development Committee, held on 7 October 1985 at Seoul.

4. Aid moda/ilies
61. The Substantial New Programme of Action urged donors and

~pients to improve the quality and effectiveness of official development
l\ssistan.:e by makinll improvements in aid practices and management. In
this regard the following points were noted:

(a) Most donors have increasingly provided aid to the least developed
countries on grant terms; ,

(b) The debt situation of many least developed countries remains seri
ous and the amount of debt outstanding, inpluding short-term debt and
credits of the International Monetary Fund, had increased since 1981 to
$35 billion by the end of 1983. Most donors members of the Development
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Assistance Committee had taken measures under Trade and Development
Board resolution 165 (8-IX) of II March 1978:109 the value of such meas
ures in respect of least developed countries amounts to $4.0 billion, of
which $2.9 billion is in the form of cancellation of official development
assistance debL Some donors have also rescheduled the official develop
ment assistance debt of least developed countries in several appropriate
cases·

(c) Since 1981 there has been no general initiative by donors to increase
the proportion of untied bilateral aid. Most bilateral aid, apart from local
cost financina. has continued to be tied to proc:urement in the donor coun
try. Representatives of least developed countries indicated that in their
experience the !yinll of bilateral aid to their countries had :ncreased since
1981;

(d) In the context of improved dialOSUe and understandinll about
domestic PfOIJ'anlmes and policies of the least developed countries, most
donors have shown a peater willinpess to provide aid in more flexible
forms, in particular for balance-of-payments suppon, and at a sectoral
level for rehabilitation and improved maintenance, as well as for longer
term development objectives. Representatives of some least developed
countries pointed out that donors had continued, and in some cases
increased, their preference for project aid, as compared to other forms of
aid, which created difficulties in aid utilization in many least developed
countries. The need was recognized for peater predictability in the provi
sion of such assistance and for measures to be taken to reduce delays
betweer commitments and disbursements;

{..i While most donors have been more willinll to provide local cost
r;nancing, there remains a cautious attitude towards the funding of recur
rent costs. It was noted that the provision of aid for the local costs of
IDvestments could facilitate the financing of recurrent costs from domestic
resources, particularly in the social sectors. Nevertheless, the importance of
aid for recurrent costs in appropriate cases was recognized, provided there
was an understandinll on the time-scale ovel' which such costs could be
increasingly financed from domestic resources;

(fj The donor Governments, and the public throush voluntary contri
butions to non-governmental organizations in various countries, have
responded to disasters, and in particular to the appalling famine in sub
Sa1wIln Afiica, with substantial emergency assistance.

B. IMMEDIATE ACTION COMPONENT OF THE SUBSTANTIAL
NEW PROGRAMME OF ACTION

62. The main issues concerning the immediate action component of
the Substantial New Programme ofAction were discussed in the context of
aid modalities.

C. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

63. Although the level of technical assistance to the least developed
countries was substantially hiper in the period 1981-1983 than in i 976
1980, it has remained at about $1.S billion annually. The increased focus
on technical assistance aimed at institution-buildins and trainins of man
power pven by a number of donors, including the United Nations Devel
opment Prosramme, was noted.

64. Experience indicates that there is further scope for improvins the
eff'ectiveness of technical co-operation, by establishinll 11 closer link
between technical co-operation and financial assistance and a further inte
sration of diff'erent technical co-operation inp\lts, including the provision
ofequipment and highly qualified experts able to operate eff'ectively in the
environment ofthe least developed countries in association with appropri
ate counterpart staff.

D. OTHER ECONOMIC POLICY MEASURES AT
THE INTERNATIONAL LEVEL

I. Commercial policy measures
65. The decline in dolIar tenns of the export earnings of the leallt

developed countries, due particularly to the drop in the prices of primary
commodities since 1979, is a source ofserious concern. This, coupled with
the deterioration in the tenns of trade, has led to a reduction in essential
imports and an increase in the external debt of the least developed
countries, thus impedins their plans for trade expansion and diversifica
tion. In these circumstances, the eff'orts made by the industrialized
countries in trade policy matters have not produced the desired effect.

(a) Access to markets

66. Some progress towards improved access for the products of the
least developed countries to the markets of the industrialized countries has

109 ORicial Records ofthe General Assembly, Thirty-third Session, Supple
ment NO. 15 (Al33/1 5), vol. I, :;J8rt two, annex I.

110 System ofstabilization ofexport earnings established by the first Lom~
Convention, concluded between EEC and 46 ACP (Amcan, Caribbean and

been noled. The persistence in certain cases of quantitative I'eStrictions or
ofunduly severe rules oforiPn applied by certain countries was also noted.

67. Considerable improvements have been made by certain industrial
ized countries to their tariff' preference schemes, althoush in many cues
these schemes do not include all the export products that are ofspecial reIe
'lance for the least developed countries. Moreover, the least developed
countries do not or often could not take full advantage of the existina pref
erence schemes for various reasons.

(b) Export promotion
68. A number ofindustrialized countries have set up ollices to promote

imports from developins countries, and more particularly imports from
the least developed countries.

69. The technical assistance of the International Trade Centre
UNCTAD/GATI and of the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development in formulating export stratelies and trade promotion was
considered to be constructive.

(c) Primary commodities
'10. Little progress has been recorded in concludinll commodity aaree

ments. The successful conclusion of two new agreements for development
purposes, the international agreements on jute and jute products and on
tropical timber, was welcomed. The Agreement Establishing the Common
Fund for Commodities,29 which would be advantageous for the least
developed countries, has still not been implemented.

71. As far as compensation for shortfalls in export eaminp is con
cerned, the extension ofSTABEXIlO to new products and the announce
ment of the implementation of a similar system for least developed
countries that are not parties to the Lome Convention were considered to
be positive developments. However, there is still room for improvement in
compensatory financinll facilities. Reference was made to a plan for
improvins compensatory financins facilities that would provide for special
treatment for the least developed countries and that is under discussion in
the United Nations Conference on Trzde and DevelcpmenL

2. Transport and communications
72. Considerable difficulties continue to beset the least developed

countries in respect of the upkeep and operation of transport and commu
nications networks. These difficulties contribute to heavy losses in the
event of natural disasters. The problems of land·locked and island least
developed countries are particularly acute and require substantial invest
ments in transport-transit infrastructure.

3. Transfer and development oftechnology
73. There has been a srowing awareness ofthe importance of the trans

fer of technology for the social and economic transfonnation of the least
developed countries. They continue to face difficulties in the acquisition
and adaptation ofappropriate technologies. A number of important meas
ures taken by the least developed countries in eff'ecting tecbnological trans
fonnation were noted. Concern was expressed that the nesotiations on an
international code ofconduct on the transfer of technology, the revision of
the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property and the
problem ofthe brain drain had not been concluded. The neptive impact of
reverse transfer of technology was mentioned.

Ill. ARRANGEMENTS FOR IMPLEMENTATION, FOLLOW-UP
. AND MONITORING

74. The Substantial New Programme of Action recognized the impor
tance of follow-up, implementation and monitorins at the national,
rePonal and global levels.

A. NATIONAL LEVEL

75. Co-ordination to ensure eff'ectiveness of all development activities
at the country level is a key respcnsibility of the le2St developed countries
themselves and a crucial aspect of implementation, monitoring and follow
up of the Substantial New Programme ofAction. Co-orcblation needs dif
fer from country to country, and mechanisms selected respond to the
requirements of the individual country situation, The lll'Uwing burden on
the administrations of the least developed countries created by an increas
ins number ofdevelopment activities, includins measures to offset the con
sequences ofnatural disasters, has led to a stronser recognition by the least
developed countries and the international community of the importance of
co-ordina'ion. In response, many least developed countries have estab
lished national focal iXlints to co-ordinate external assistance. The United
Nati;:;ns Development Programme and other donors have contributed to
streng'lheninB the least developed countries' capabilities in this regard.

Pacific) Stales on 28 February 1975, and reinforced by the second ACP-EEC
Convention, concluded between EEC and 58 ACP States on 31 October 1979
(see O.t/i£ial Journal of the European Communities, vol. 23, No. L 347 (22
Incember 1980».
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76. Since 1981 most of the least developed countries have established

mechanisms in accordance with paf'a&Tllph II1 ofthe Substantial New Pro
aramme of Action in the form of United Nations Development Pro
aramme round-table conferences and World Bank consulltltive groups or
other arranaements. In response to the requcst from the least developed
countries, the United Nations Development Prosramme has expanded its
round-table conferences and the World Bank has increased the number of
consultative groups, at the meetings of which the secretariat of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development has played an active role.
The initial results of the round-table conferences in terms of encouraging
increased resource flows and a candid discussion of specific development
issucs were unsatisfactory. The meetings did not cover all the aspects sug
gested in paragraph 113 of the Programme but they provided a good basis
for future development cc>-operation.

77. The United Nations Development Programme subsequently evalu
ated the round-table process and implemented a series of improvements,
including co-operation with the World Bank and the European Economic
Community on i;ey aspects of macro-economic situations in conducting
economic analyses. This i~ leading to a convergence of the types of issues
dealt with at both forms ofco-ordination meetings. Some donors have pro
vided special assistance '/0 the United Nations Development Programme
for the purpose of conducting round-table conferences.

78. Although there is a general recognition that the UOIted Nations
Development Programme round-table conferences and World Bank con
sultative groups should be complemented by co-ordination at the local and
sectoral levels, experience has shown that this has not been achieved in all
cases.

79. Co-ordination of the activities of the United Nations system at the
country level, as envisaged in paragraph 124 of the Substantial New Pro
gramme of Action, and under the aegis of the United Nations system resi
dent co-ordinator has been insufficient and has SCOJl;"': for improvement as
regards some reluctance to co-operate. In some least developed countries,
at the specific requcst of the country concerned, the role of the system resi
dent co-ordinator has assumed a broader focus. The activities undertaken
by the regional commissions of the United Nations pursuant to paragraph
125 of the Programme were noted.

B. GLOBAL LEVEL

80. It was noted that the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development, in fulfilling the role ofglobal monitoring of the Programme,
had made a regular analysis of some aspects of the economic performance
of the least developed countries and the actions taken by the international
community in implementing the Programme. The secretariat ofthe United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development had also reponed on a
regular basis to the General Assembly on the implementation of the Sub
stantial New Programme of Action. Funhermore, within the United
Nations system the Director-General for Development and International
Economic Co-operation, in close co-operation with the Secretary-General
of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, has been
convening inter-agency consultations on the least developed countries on a
regular basis in order to ensure at the secretariat level the full mobilization
and co-ordination of all regional commissions, organs, organizations and
bodies of the United Nations system for the purpose of implementation
and follow-up of the Programme.

Pllrt Two

M_m for ellS.ri", tile implelM"tlltio" oftile S"bstlllftiaJ New Pro
putlJre ofActio" o,er tile secoruJ /udfof tile Decade III

The Intergovernmental Group on the Least Dl!Veloped Countries.

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Expressing concern that, although the Substantial New Programme of
Action for the 1980s for the Least Developed Countries rightly attaches
high priority to the agricultural sector, in panicular to food production,
progress in achievement of targets has been very slow, in many cases
because of factors beyond the control of the least developed countries,

Recognizing that there is need to make funher progress in developing
and implementing food strategies in a co-ordinated and concentrated way,

I. Concludes that, while recognizing the individual situation of each
least develollcd country, for an integrated policy in this area the following
elements are of critical imponance:

t11 See also "Statements made in connection with the adoption of the con
clu~ions and recommendations of the Intergovernmental Group" (A/40/827,
p.39).

(a) Overall strategies, defining not only the loals of agricultural devel
opment and food security, but also the ways and means to reach those
goalS;

(b) Agricultural expons as a means to finance cssciltial impons, notably
for the agricultural sector, and to facilitate reinvestment in the sector,

(c) Improvement of research and development activities, adoption of
appropriate technologies and $\udy of possibilities for funher processing of
the main IJricultural products;

(d) Promotion of co-operative development;
(e) Efficient structures and procedures to suppon the farmer in terms

of. first, services (marketing and payment facilities, adequate agricultural
extension, basic social services, such as primary health facilities and basic
education, and ancillary services, such as repair shops and small-scale
manufacturing); second, direct production inputs (for instance, an extended
system of ru.~ credit and seeds, fenilizers, pesticides, tools); and, third,
infrastructures (for instance, storage and transpon facilities, water supply);

(f) Appropriate pricing policies for IJricultural inputs and products;

(g) Appropriate institutional and agrarian reforms, including more effi
cient and fairer distribution of the means of production;

(h) Measures to ensure the fuii participation of the rural popUlation,
with particular attention to women as regards the role they play and their
share in the benefits received;

(I) Efficient management and utilization of forest resources based on
the productive, protective and social potential of forests;

(j) bnproved fisheries management and fisheries development strategy;
(k) Improvements in livestock breeding, disease control, including vac

cine production, and provision of animal feed;
2. Urges that the least developed countries continue to take all neces

sary steps to allocate an appropriate share of domestic resources to rural
development, as recommended, for example, by the Assembly of the
Heads ofState and Government ofthe Organization ofAfrican Unity at its
twenty-first ordinary session, held at Addis Ababa from 18 to 20 July
1985;112

3. Urges donors to suppon increasingly the least developed countries in
devising and implementing the above-mentioned policies and programmes
with technical and financial aid in order directly to improve agricultural
production and living conditions in rural areas;

4. Requests donors to make clearer commitments for assistance,
including food aid, which is to be integrated into longer-term agricultural
and food strategies, so as to ensure that sufficient food is available to the
least developed countries during the period in which the least developed
countries concerned have not reached their objectives of self-reliance in
food;

5. Requests the least developed countries and donors to recognize that
their policies should be complementary in order to achieve the goals of
sound agricultural development and complete· food security;

11

HUMAN RESOURCES AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
Recag-aizing that for the least de¥eloped countries human resources and

social development are of critical imponance, noting that public expendi
tures on development of education, improvement of health services and
population measures are investments for the future of the least developed
countries, that rehabilitation and maintenance of existing facilities are
essential and that involvement oflocal initiatives, suppon, motivation and
panicipation of the people are crucial and noting funher that many least
developed countries have taken imponant initiatives in this regard,

I. Urges the least developed countries to devise and to implement,
with the assistance of donors, concrete plans in the following 'lreaS:

(a) Education and training
(i) Universal primary education and universal adult literacy, bearing

in mind the second Medium-Term Plan oi the United Nations
Fducational, Sdentific and Cultural Organization (1984-1989),
emphasizing the need to narrow the disparities between men and
women and to improve the quality of education;

(ii) Vocational training, inclUding on-the-job training, for develop
ment projects;

(iii) Educational programmes geared to meet the priority needs of the
rural population;

(iv) Special training of rural youth, also to limit funher migration to
urban areas;

112 See A/40/666, annex I.
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(v) Labour-intensive and other appropriate technologies;
(vi) Increasing the availability of skilled manpower, particularly with

administrative, managerial and development planning ability;
(vii) Raising the importance ascribed to productive activities and man

ual work, particularly in farming, at primary and higher levels of
education;

(b) Health and nutrition
(i) Improved access to health services for hie entire population,

emphasizing primary health care, preventive medicine, supply of
essential drugs and simple and less expensive techniques;

(H) Strengthening the health infrastructure, including management,
and establishing planning cycles for this purpose within the
national development process of each least developed country;

(iii) Development of national health manpower;
(iv) Promotion and management of supply and storage of drugs,

appropriate health technologies and basic health education;
(v) Integration of nutritional considerations into agricultural and

health plans and policies;
(vi) Improved co-ordination in rural development programmes such

as water supply and sanitation;
(c) Population

Integration of population policies into national development pian
ning, emphasizing mother and child health care and family planning
serviCC5 as recommended by the International Conference on Popu
lation, 1984;113

2. Requests increased support from donors and multilateral agencies
for these highly important areas not only in terms offinancial and technical
aid but also in terms of a predictable and comprehensive package of aid
measures including, as far as possible. local and recurrent costs in order to
maintain existing facilities;

III

POSITION OF WOMEN
I. Urges all countries to implement the conclusions and recommenda

tions of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements
of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and
Peace; 114

2. Emphasizes the need to ensure the full integration of women in /1,11
aspects of the development process in the least developed countries;

3. Requests the Governments of the least developed countries to show
continuous awareness of the position ofwomen as a critical factor for their
development by strengthening their effons to take the necessary steps to
overcome cultural, legal and economic barriers thllt hamper the full partici
pation of women in development and in the equitable sharing of the bene
fits of economic and social development;

4. Urges donors, in their support of development programmes and
projects in the least developed countries. to give particular attention to
their elfcct on the situation of women, including attention to ensuring that
they do not inadvertently have negative consequences for women;

IV

ENERGY
I. Calls upon the least developed countries to include in their energy

development plans measures for energy conservation and to assess the pat
tern of consumption of energy sources, including fuelwood, and its impact
on the environment;

2. Requests developed donor countries and other countries in a posi
tion to do so to assist the least developed countries in the planning and
implementation of these measures and to support as fully as possible meas
ures to ensure energy supply and conservation, particularly through the
development of l'Cnewable sources of energy as well as thrOUgh reforesta
tion;

V

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Recognizing that industrial development is an important objective in

overcoming under-development, in terms of employment and of the need
for economic diversifil'ation.

113 See Report ofthe International Conference on Population. 1984. Mex
ico City, 6-14 Au~t 1984 (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.84.XIII.8 and comgenda).

114 See Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the
Achievements ofthe United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Develop-

Recognizing also that in many least developed countries the priority of
agro-industry is reflected in policies for industrial development,

Noting resolution 6 adopted on 19 August 1984 by the Fourth General
Conference of the United Nations Industrial Development Organiza
tion. IIS

I. Stresses that the least developed countries should:

(a) Continue to give priority in their industrial development to agro
industry, industries producing agricultural inputs and industries based on
local raw materials;

(b) Favour the development of national productive enterprises, in par
ticular small- and medium-scale. labour-intensive enterprises;

(c) Improve further the economic, legal and financial framework for
industrial devel'l!''I1ent and for all forms of international co-operation.
including joint ventures between enterprises of least developed countries
and those of other countries, within the conteJ(t of national policies and
priorities;

(d) Give priority to the maintenance and full use of existing in~ustrial

capacity;

(e) Seek appropriate technologies adapted to local needs and capacities
for maintenance and repair;

(/) Use the full potential of the State, but also improve the incentives
for entrepreneurship and support for local initiatives according to national
policies;

2. Ca/Is upon donor countries:

(a) To increase their effective support to the least developed countries
in carrying out these measures in the light of the agreed priority noted
above;

(b) To base their contributions firmly on local initiatives and involve
ment;

(c) To combine technical and management training with financial
assistance;

(d) To provide assistance where possible on a multi-year basis;

(e) To assist in developing local sources of raw materials where neces
sary to make local industry less vulnerable to balance-of-payments prob
lems;

VI

PHYSICAL AND IN51TITUTIONAL INFRASTRUCTURES

Recognizing the primary importance for the least t'eveloped countries of
overcoming bottle-necks in institutional and physia: infrastructures,

Recognizing also that for the implementation of the Substantial New
Programme of Action increased attention should be paid, in particular, to
the strengthening of institutional capacity. which has an important bearing
on, inter alia. effectiveness of development aid programmes, disaster relief
and aid co-ordination,

I. Requests the least developed countries further to strengthen their
planning. monitoring, evaluation and executing capacity, in particular so
that it is geared to creating a policy framework that enables efficient and
effective use of the possibilities for development in each country;

2. Also requests the least developed countries, with regard to physical
infrastructure. to take steps to ensure that the existing capacity is fully used
and that recurrent costs for maintenance and investments for balancing,
modernization and replacement are covered, taking into account that for
eign assistance will be needed in the short term in many least developed
countries since in many cases it will not be possible to cover those costs
fully from domestic resources;

3. Calls upon donors to support lhe least developed countries with
technical and long-term financial assistance to improve their physical and
institutional infrastructures;

4. Further calls upon donors to pay special attention to tmnsport facili
ties and transit links of the least developed countries. in particular of the
land-locked and island countries among them;

S. Underlines the special importance of feeder roads and tracks for
opening up remote rural areas so as to increase accessibility to markets of
their agricultural products and to facilitate delivery of emergency assist
ance;

ment and Peace. Nairobi. 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations pUblication. Sales
No. E.8S.lV.IO), chap. I.

115 See ID/CONF.S/46 and COff.l, chap.n, sect. B.
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VII

ENVIRONMENT
Rerognizing the clolc intetrelationship between poverty and the envi

ronment,
Further rm>gnizing that conftict lII8Y exist between the immediate needs

ofpcoplc in the Icast developed countries and the need for environmental
pro!ediOll,

I. Urgn an Icast developed countries and donors to lake into account
in<:n:asinaIy the environmental implications ofdevelopment actions, nota
bly the problem ofdcsenification;

2. Requests donors to support actions by the least developed countries
in tenns ofenvironmental pro!edion, includin& in particular, soil conser
vation, afforestation, reforestation and identification and conservation fIf
water resouroes;

3. Requests the least developed countries to give incr;:asina attention to
the intepation ofenvironmental issues into development plannilll and to
the active participation of the local population in an measures taken;

VIII

LAND-LOCKED AND ISLAND COUNTRIES AMONG THE LEAST
DEVELOPED COUNTRIES

RECOgnizing the specific problems of land-locked and island countries
amolll the Icast developed countries, as reflected in United Nations Con
ference on Trade and Development resolutions 137 (VI) and 138 (VI) of 2
July 198338 and Trade and Development Board resolution 319 (XXXI) of
27 September 1985,39

I. Calls upon transit countries to intensify co-operation with the land
locked countries amolll the least developed countries in order to alleviate
their transit-transport problems;

2. Requests donors to give attention to land-locked and island countries
amOIll the Jeast developed countries in their technical and financial assist
ance, with particular focus on capital input in infrastructural development;

3. Requests the United Nations system, in particular the United
Nations Development Programme, to continue to support those least
developed countries in the solution of their specific transit-transport and
communications problems;

IX

DISASTER REUEF
R«ognizing that natuial and man-made disasteB have seriously aggra

vated the aln:ady difficult situation of the least developed countries,
I. Requests the Govcmments of the least developed countries, within

the context of their national policies and priorities, to increase their capac
ity to respond to disasters and to allow the fi= flow ofreliefmaterials to all
those affected;

2. Stresses the need for better co-ordination of efforts at both the
natiooaJ and the international levels;

3. Requests donors to help the least developed countries, while fully
respcctiJJI their sovereignty, to brilll reliefto the people affected by wsasler
by includilll in their assistance, inter alia, support for logistics and lranS
port capacity;

4. Urgrs donors to assist the least developed countries not only in a sit
uation when a disaster occurs, but also in strengthening the capacity of
those countries to face diwters, including an extended early warning sys
tem for natural disasters as well as food storage facilities;

S. Calls upon all countries to ensure lbat food·aid and other supplies to
relieve the suffering can reach the country in need in the fastest OlId most
efrective way;

6. Calls upon donors and the least developed countries to lake into
consideration longer-term devlllopment objectives when implementing
emergency assistance measures, in particular with regard to production and
distribution o[ food;

7. Encourages all countries to continue to promote the participation of
non-governmental organizations and the general public in relief efforts;

X

MOBILIZATION OF DOMESTIC RESOURCES
I. Urges the least developed countries to create an appropriate policy

framework (priciIJI policies, institutional reform, rationalization of public
expenditures and public sector management, and measures to mobilize
domestic savings through taxation, domestic financial institutions and the
ruraJ sector) in order to increase the mobilization of domestic resouroes

and then ensure their ell'cctive use, and to ItrCDIthcn their national finan
cial and plannina institutions;

2. Urgt!s developed donor countries and multilateral institutions to
support the lcast developed countries with technical auislallce 10
stmllthen their p\annina and financial institutions and to asaist by provid
in& financial assiiitance for the PIU]JOlC of stimuJatilll the mobilization of
domestic resources;

XI

TRANSFER OF FINANCIAL RESOURCES
Recognizing that action by the I~ developed countries at the national

level, includilll vigorous measures for the mobilization of domestic
l'eSOurces, should be complemented by international measures of suppon
both throuah a substantial increase in financial resouroe transfers and
through policies and programmes alI'cctiIII the modalities ofassistance,

I. Calls upon the international community to continue to make special
efforts to increase its contributions in view ofthe fact that only a substan
tial increase in official development assistance in real terms durilll the
present decade will enable the least developed countries to achieve the
objectives of their country prosrammes within the framework of the Sub
stanlial New Programme of Action;

2. Reaffirms United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
resolution 142 (VI) of 2 July 198338 as adopted, in which the Conference
urged donor countries within the overall context of the I"rogramme as
adopted and of progress towards the 0.7 per cent target, to attain
0.15 per cent of their aross national product as official development. assist
ance or to double their official development assistance to the least
developed countries by 1985 or as soon as possible thereafter,

3. Expresses its appreciation that since 1981 several donor countries
have reached 0.15 per cent of GNP as official development assistance or
have doubled that assistance to least developed countries;

4. Appeals to those donor countries that have not yet contributed
0.15 percent of their GNP, or have not yet doubled their official develop
ment assistance to least developed countries, to make every effon neces
sary to attain these targets as contained in resolution 142 (VI);

5. Stresses the critiCIII imporlance of multilateral assistance io the least
developed countries throuah channels such as the International Develop
ment Association, the International Fund for Agricultural Development,
regionlll development banks and their funds, the United Nations Develop
ment Programme, includiIJI its Special Measures Fund for the Least
Developed Countries, the United Nations Capital Development Fund and
the United Nations Volunteers programme;

6. Calls upon donor countries to cbanneJ a substantial part of their aid
through multilateral development institution~ and agencies, particularly
those addressilll the needs of the least developed countries, within the
overall substantial incrcaSles of official development assistance to least
developed countries;

7. Stresses the important role that the International Development
Association plays in structural !Adjustment programmes of the least
developed countries within the framework of the Substantial New Pr0
gramme of Action, while notilll with regret that the Seventh Replenish·
ment of the Association was lower than the Sixth Replenishment and weI·
coming the filct that the Development Committee at its twenty-seventh
meeting, held at Seoul on 7 October 1985, urged that a sueccssful and ade
quate Eighth Replenishment be achieved by September 1986;

XII

DEBT
Recognizing that the burden ofdebt and debt service has increallCd sub

stantially for the least developed countries since the adoption of the Sub
stantial New Programme of Action,

Recognizing also that it is in the interest of both creditors and debtors
that the debt commitments of the least developed countries are met,

I I. Notes with satisfaction that a number of donor countries have
. responded favourably to section A ofTrade and Development Board res0

lution 165 (S-IX) of 1I March 1978109 by cancellation ofofficial develop
ment assistance debt or other equivalent measures and firmly invites other
donors that have not yet done so to implement fully commitments under
taken in pursuance of the resolution, keeping in mind paI'l\81'lIpII 71 of the
Substantial New Programme of Action; •

2. Further notes that the repayment of debt to multilateral assistance
institutions is one ofthe elements in the overall debt service burden ofthe
least developed countries and invites those institutions to take this iQto
account in their lending programme3 for the least developed countries;
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3. Invites creditors for offici51 and officially paranteed loans to the
least developed countries when concluding a debt rescheduling IlI'I'lIIIJe
ment for a least developed country, to Jive due consideration to, inter alia,
the debtor country's adjustment measures for restoration of its debt-serv
icing capacity and long-term growth;

4. Invites donors and relevant international olJl11izations to assist the
least developed countries in strengthening their administrative structures
in order to permit continuous monitoring and effective management ofthe
debt of the least developed countries, its structures and service payment
schedules;

5. Recommends that in the context of a review of the economic and
financial situation of a least developed country, country review meetings
may also lake into account its debt situation;

XIII

AID MODAUTlES

I. Recognizes that, in terms of aid modalities:

(a) Clear medium-term perspectives and greater predictability of the
volume and forms of the resources available are important to the least
developed countries and to the donor community to enable the latter to
adapt assistance ftexibly and effectively to the changing needs, objectives
and priority of the least developed countries;

(b) In order to minimize delays in disbUl'SCment, advance payments
should be made whenever appropriate and solutions to problems of dis
bursement should be sought by all parties;

2. Urges donors to lake the necessary steps to ensUR: that:

(a) Bilateral official development assistance to the least developed
countries is provided essentially in the form of grants. acknowledging,
however, that increased ftows may require a mixture of types of aid, such
as grants, concessional loans and other fonns of assistance;

(b) Multilateral development assislll\:-e agencies and institutions
addressing the needs of th:: least develoJY.:d countries provide credits to
them on highly concessional terms, to the extent that their lending proce
dures permit;

(c) Aid to the least developed countries is untied to the maximum
~xtent possible; when not possible, necessary steps should be laken to help
offset the disadvantages of tying;

(d) Transactions financed by any type ofassociated financing are gener
ally avoided for the least developed countries because of their relatively
hard terms; if contracted, it should be ensured that such transactions with
the least developed countries contain a high component ofofficial·develop
ment assistance;

3. Recommends with regard to different forms and types of aid, that:

(a) Particularly in support ofdomestic adjustment measures of the least
developed countries, donors should provide aid in more ftexible forms, in
particular balance-of-payments support, and at a seetoralleve., for rehabil
itation and improved maintenance, as well as for longer-term development
objectives;

(b) Donors should further increase, where appropriate. their participa
tion in local and recurrent cost fiMllcing; adequate provisions should also
be made for allowing a progressive take-over of recurrent costs by the least
developed countries;

(c) Aid programmes should provide, as much as possible, for the use of
local consultants and expertise;

4. Concludes, with regard to technical assistance, that:

(a) Because of the need for the development of human resources, tech
nical assistance by donors is ofprimary importance and should accompany
financial aid to the maximum extent possible;

(b) It is important further to integrate different technical co-operation
inputs, including the provision of equipment;

(c) Appropriate co-ordination by the least developed countries of tech
nical assistance is of primary importance; donors are requested to support
the strengthening of aid administration and planning agencies in the least
developed countries with a view to improving co-ordination capabilities at
a national level;

(d) Increased attention should be paid by donors and the least
developed countries to the appointment of suitable expatriate experts for
the training of counterparts, to maintaining stability in their assignments,
and to strenglhening training institutions in the least developed countries;

116 Official Records of/he General Assembly. Fortieth Session. Supplement
No. 15 (A/40/15), vo\. I, part two, sect. II.A.

XIV

FOREIGN TRADE AND COMMERCIAL POLICY MEASURES

Noting with concern the problems facing the foreign trade sector of the
least developed countries as referred to in paragraph 6S of the review, in
part one above,

I. Recognizes the progress achieved in providing access for products of
the least developed countries to the markets of industrialized countries.
particularly under the Generalized System of Preferences;

2. Notes as a positive development the initiative of the European Ec0
nomic Community in establishing a system similar to STABEXIIO for
those least developed countries not parties to the Lom6 Convention;

3. Recommends that the least developed countries give special atten
tion to implementing the measures set out in paragraphs 56 to S8 of the
Substantial New Programme of Action, giving particular emphasis to the
factors identified in paragraph 5 I of the review, in part one above;

4. Invites the least developed countries to utilize fully the opportunities
that are already avsilable in the field of market ac:cess, in particular under
the Generaliz=d System of Preferences;

5. Calls upon 1he international community to intensitY efforts to
strengthen and improve the open multilateral trading system aimed at ben
efiting all countries, keeping in view the specific needs of the least
developed countries;

6. Invites all countries concerned to pursue action towards facilitating
the trade of the least developed countries by reducing or eliminating tBiill'
and non-tariff obstacles to their exports, in pursUllnce of paragraph 77 of
the Substantial New Programme ofAction and the Minimrial Declaration
adopted on 29 November 1982 by the Contracting Parties of the General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade at their thirty-eighth session;45

7. Requests the preference-giving countries that have not yet done so to
make further improvements for the least developed countries on a non-dis
criminatory basis in their schemes under the Generalized System ofPrefer
ences through, inter alia, more ftexible requirements for rules of origin,
extension of the list of produClS that receive preferential treatment. and
extension ofthe duration ofthese schemes for a reasonable period, in order
to facilitate the fullest possible duty-tree access to produClS of interest to
the least developed countries;

8. Calls upon developed countries to provide the necessary resources to
strengthen technical assistance facilities so that the least developed
countries can fully benefit from Lite Generalized System of Preferences;

9. Also calls upon developed countries in a position to do so to explore
the possibilities ofpromoting long-term arrangements for the sale ofexport
produClS of the least developed countries, pursuant to paragraph 79 (c) of
the Substantial New Programme of Action;

10. Invites developed countries and multilateral agencies, including the
International Trade Centre UNCTAD/GATT and the United Nationi
Conference on Trade and Development, to provide appropriate technical
and financial assistance to support export strategies and trade promotion
efforts of the least developed countries;

11. Calls upon the developing countries in a position to do so to pro
vide preferentiallreatment to imports of goods produced by the the least
developed COuntriC3, pursuant to United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development resolution 142 (VI),38 paragraph 13 (a);

12. Invites all countries to intensitY their effoTlS for a broader utiliza
tion, where appropriate and feasible, of international commodity qree
ments for the stabilization of the export prices of the least developed
countries;

13. Requests the international community to lake appropriate steps to
bring the Common Fund for Commodities into operation at an early date,
which, once operational, should give due emphasis to commoditi~of

interest to the least developed countries in determining its priorities for the
use of~urcesof the Second Account; .

14. Invites importing developed countries that have not yet done so to
consiaer steps in the field of export earnings stabilization, in accordance
with paragraph 83 ofthe Substantial New Programme ofAction, and notes
the establishment ofan intergovernmental group ofexpeTlS, as decided by
Trade and Development Board decision 317 (S-XIV) of27 June 1985,IIli
to consider, inter alia. this matter;

15. Invites the International Monetary Fund to explore, within its
existing rules, ways and means of improving the use of its compensatory
financing facility by least developed countries;

I
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xv

ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION AMONG DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
I. Calls upon all developilll countries to implement the recommenda

tions on economic co-operation among deyelopilll countries, as contained
in United Nations Conference on Trade and Development rcsoIution 142
(VI);

2. Requests all donor countries and multilateral organizations to sup
pon and strengthen economic co-operation amolll developing countries, in
panicular concerning the projects of special interest to the least developed
countries, in order to ensure that the countries concerned will fully benefit
from the results of such co-operation;

XVI

ROLE OF NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
Recognizing that non.governmental organizations can contribute posi·

tively to the development of the least developed countries as well as pro
vide valuable disaster relief,

I. Calls upon the Governments of the least developed countries and
donors to encourage active panicipation of the local population, both
women and men, through non-governmental entities;

2. Calls upon non-governmental organizations to comply with the
national policies and legislation ofthe host countries and, while preserving
their character, to contribute to the development priorities of the least
developed countries, co-operating with appropriate authorities and organi
zatiOM in order to implement elfcctive development propammes;

3. Invites the non-governmental organizations ofthe donor countries to
reinforce their role in consciousness-raising in their countries oforigin and
in mobilizing increased private and public resources for the benefit of the
least developed countries;

XVII

CO-ORDINATION ....ND MONITORING
I. Reaffirms the imponancc ofco-ordination, follOW-Up and monitor

ing at the national, regional and global levels as crucial to the implementa
tion of the Substantial New Programme of Action;

2. Reaffirms also the monitoring role of the United Nations Conference
on Trade and Development at the global level and requests the Secretary
General of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development to
continue and intensify his work, as specified in pantgraph 121 of the Sub
stantial New Programme of Action;

3. Welcomes the growing attention to co-ordination at the national
level;

4. Recognizes that effective co-ordination, monitoring and follow-up at
the national level must be a continuous process;

5. Endorses the results concerning the oo-ordination ofassistance pro
grammes of the Meeting ofGovernmental Experts of Donor Countries and
Multilateral and Bilateral Financial an.j Technical Assistance Institutions
with Representatives of the Least Developed Countries as pan of Prcpara
tion for the Mid-term Global Review of the Substantial New Programme
of Action, held at Geneva in May 1985;117

6. Welcomes the steps taken by the World Bank and the United
Nations Development Programme to improve the consultative groups and
round-table meetings by, inter alia, enhancing co-operation among multi
lateral institutions and agencies, as well as effons made with the help of the
Special Measures Fund of the United Nations Development Programme
and voluntary contributions and specific contributions of donor countries
for the least developed countries;

7. Emphasizes the primary role ofeach least developed country in the
co-ordination ofaid activities;

8. Further emphasizes the importance of co-ordination in each least
developed country at tlte sectoraJ level in order to ensure the greatest pos
sible effectiveness ofdevelopment activities;

9. Requests the Governments of the least developed countries to con
tinue to strengthen their planning machinery and administrative capacity
so as to improve the planning, negotiation and utilization of external
assistance;

10. Requests the least developed countries, with the assistance of the
lead agencies, to attend to the quality and early availability of preparatory

117See TO/D/I055 and Corr.l, pan two.
118 See Official Records of the General Assembly. Thirty·eighth Session,

Supplement No. 3 (A!38/3', chap. 11, paras. 61-64.
119 A!40/59 I.

documents for round-table conferences and meetings of consultative
aroups, which arc CllCntial for their success;

11. Requests the multilateral asencies to improve funher the quality,
coherence and timeliness ofthe background documentation they prcscnt at
round-table conferences and meetings of consultative groups;

12. Requests donor countries and multilateral institutions to pay more
attention to appropriate local representation and sectoraJ co-ordirnltion;

13. Urges donors in a position to do so to suppon development plans
or pfOlP'8mmes of the least developed countries with multi-year, predict
able and monitorable commitments and timely disburscm:~ts;

14. Calls upon the organizations of the United Nations system to c0

operate cloiICly in eacb least developed country under the aegis of the resi
dent co-ordinator,as provided for in paragraph 124 ofthe Substantial New
Programme of Action;

15. Reiterates paragraph 123 of the Substantial New Programme of
Action, in which the Director-General for Development and International
Economic Co-operation is called upon, in close collaboration with the Sec
retary-Genel'l'.A of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop
ment, the executive secretaries of the regional commissions and the lead
agencies for the aid groups, to ensure at the secretariat level the full mobili
zation and co-ordination of all organs, organizations and bodies of the
United Nations system for the purpose ofimplementation and follow·up of
the Propamme;

16. Urges the resident co-ordinators of the United Nations system to
respond constructively to requests by the Governments of the host
countries to play a broader co-ordinating role in appropriate cases;

17. Requests the international community and the multilateral agen
cies:

(a) To ensure that review meetings result in facilitating an increased
Row ofexternal assistance through, inter alia, a better understanding and a
candid dialogue between the lcasi developed countries and their develop
ment panners;

(b) To harmonize terms and procedures ofdonors to the extent possible
in order to acbieve a co-ordinated approach conducive to the implementa
tion of the development programmes of the least developed countries.

401206. New international human order: moral
aspects of development

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 37/225 of 20 December 1982

and 38/170 of 19 December ~9g3 entitled ""New interna
tional human order: moral aspects of development", as
weD as the report of the Economic .and Social C..ouncil on
its consideration of this question ll8. and Council decision
1983/171 of 25 July 1983,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General I 19

containing the responses of Governments concerning the
question,

Taking into account the Views expressed on the question
in the Second Committee,120

I. Requests Member States to submit to the Secretary
General additional comments and suggestions on the ques
tion;

2. Decides to consider the question at its forty-second
session on the basis of a report of the Secretary-General
taking into account suggestions of Member States.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

401207. Long-term trends in economic development
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 320I (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of

I May 1974, containing the Declaration and the Pro
gramme ofAction on the Establishment ofa New Interna
tional Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December
1974, containing the Charter of Economic Rights and

120 See Official Records ofthe General Assembly. Fortieth Session. Second
Committee. 24th and 30th meetings; and ibid., Second Committee. Sessional
Fascicle, corrigendum.
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Duties of States, 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on
development and international economic co-operation
and 3515(, of 5 December 1980, the annex to which con
tains the International Development Strategy for the Third
United Nations Development Decade,

Recalling also its resolutions 3508 (XXX) of 15 Decem
ber 1975, by which it initiated the analytical work relating
to the examination within the United Nations system of
long-term trends in world economic and social develop
ment, and 37/249 of 21 December 1982, by whi~h it
decided, inter alia, that the overall socio-economic per
spective of the world economy to the year 2000 should be
revised and updated,

Recalling further its resolution 32/197 of 20 December
1977 on the restructuring of the economic and social sec
tors of the United Nations system, by which it decided,
inter alia, to undertake in-depth intersectoralanalyses and
syntheses of development issues and to identify and bring
to the attention of Governments emerging economic and
social issues of international concern,

Affirming the need for an effective and timely response
to unforeseen international economic problems,

Taking into account that 1985 marks the fortieth anni
versary of the founding of the United Nations and that the
implementation of Article 55 of the Charter will contrib
ute to the creation of the conditions of sustained growth,
stability and well-being which are necessary for peaceful
and friendly relations among nations,

Mindful that the maintenance of peace and security, the
promotion ofdisarmament, mutual trust and the strength
ening of international co-operation would contribute to
the improvement of the overall socio-economic perspec
tive of all countries,

Concerned that low growth rates would have serious
repercussions for the world economy, in particular for the
developing countries,

Noting with grave concern that Africa is the only conti
nent in which standards of living have declined over the
past decade and that, as underscored by all forecasts, the
real economic growth per capita will remain near zero or
will be negative, on average, until the year 2000 unless
drastic action is taken,

Reaffirming the relevance of long-term perspectives for
providing impetus to policies and decision-making proces
ses in relation to development strategies and economic co
operation on a national, regional and global scale,

l. Takes note ofthe report of the Secretary-General on
the overall socio-economic perspective of the world eco...,
omy to the year 2000;121

2. Decides, subject to review of the next report at the
forty-second session of the General Assembly, to continue
the submission of reports on the overall socio-economic
perspective of the world economy to the year 2000, which
should be prepared so that they contribute to the identifi
cation of potential problem areas and critical issues in the
world economy;

3. Requests the Secretary-General, when preparing the
report, to give special attention te the impact on economic
and social development of trends and prospective changes
in, inter alia, international trade, financial flows and debt
problems, including the net outflow of resources from
developing to developed countries, technological change
and the transfer of technology to developing countries,
capital formation and investment patterns, development
of human resources, the allocation of public resources
between developmental and non-developmental purposes,

121 A!40/519.

environmental issues, economic co-operation and integra
tion among developing countries, the implications of dif
ferent economic and development policies, special prob
lems faced by the least developed countries and the critical
economic situation in Africa;

4. Also requests the Secretary-General, in preparing the
report, to take into account socio-economic analyses that
give special attention to mechanisms and forms ofinterna
tional economic co-operation aimed at facilitating struc
tural adjustment within the world economy towards the
new international economic order;

5. Further requests the Secretary-General to convene,
ifnecessary, a me:ting ofa group ofexperts, acting in their
personal capaci\\y, to elaborate on the elements of the
report specified above, and invites the Committee for
Developmerlt Planumg to review progress in the prepara
tion of the report;

6. Calls upon the relevant organs, organizations and
bodies of the United Nations system, including the
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination Task Force
on Long-term Development Objectives, to contribute, in
their respective areas ofcompetence, to the preparation of
the report;

7. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-second session an item entitled "Long-term trends in
social and economic development", and requests the Sec
retary-General to submit to it at that session, through the
Economic and Social Council, the report on the overall
socio-economic perspective of the world economy to the
year 2000, together with the views and recommendations
of the Committee for Development Planning.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/208. Development of the energy resources of
developing countries

The General Assembly,
Recalling the Declaration and the Programme ofAction

on the Establishment of a New International Economic
Order contained in its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202
(S-VI) of 1 May 1974, the Charter ofEconornic Rights and
Duties of States, contained in its resolution 3281 (XXIX)
of 12 December 1974, its resolution 3362 (S-VII) of 16
September 1975 on development and international econo
mic' co-operation, and the International Development
Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Dec
ade contained in the annex to its resolution 35/56 of 5
December 1980,

Recalling also its resolutions 37/251 of 21 December
1982, 38/151 of 19 December 1983 and 39/176 of 17
December 1984 on the development of the energy
resources of developing countries,

Reaffirming the importance of the development of the
energy resources of developing countries and the need for
measures by the international community to assist and
supj)brt the efforts of the developing countries, in particu
lar the energy-deficient among them, for developing their
energy resources, in order to meet their needs through co
operation, assistance and investment in the field of con
ventional and of new and renewable sources of energy,
consistent with their national plans and priorities,

l. Reaffii"ms its resolutions 38/151 and 39/176 and
calls for the effective implementation of all their provi
sions;
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2. Takes note of the reports of the Secretary-General
on the development of the energy resources ofdeveloping
countries;122

3. Welcomes the convening of symposia and other
similar undertakings called for in resolutions 38/151 and
39/176 and calls upon interested Member States, in co
operation with the appropriate organs, organizations and
bodies of the United Nations system, to continue to
explore ways and means to support the efforts ofdevelop
ing countries in the exploration and development of their
energy resources;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
undertake appropriate studies and analyses of trends in
energy exploration and development, taking into account
the activities of relevant organizations of the United
Nations system in this field, including the results of the
.ioint United Nations Development ProgrammelWorld
Bank energy sector assessment programme and the sugges
tions resulting from the symposia held,123 as called for in
resolutions 38/151 and 39/176, and to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session, through the Econo
mic and Social Council at its second regular session of
1986.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/209. Desertification and draught

The General Assembly,

Aware ofthe importance of problems relating to deserti
fication and drought for a large number of countries,

Bearing in mind that such problems are discussed under
a number of agenda items in the Second Committee,

l. Emphasizes the importance of existing mandates
under its resolutions relating to desertification and
drought;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that all
problems relating to desertification and drought will be
considered in future years under one sub-item, to be
entitled "Desertification and drought", under the item
entitled "Development and international economic co
operation" and will be dealt with in odd years, in accord
ance with the biennial programme of work of the Second
Committee.

119th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/210. Fortieth anniversary of the United Nations
Children's Fund

The General Assembly,

Recalling that, by its resolution 57 (I) of II December
1946, it established the United Nations Children's Fund as
a manifestation of the responsibility ofnations and society
for children as the most vital resource of the future world,
and noting that the year 1986 represents the fortieth anni
versary of this expression of commitment to children,

Reaffirming the principles and guidelines for programme
activities established by the Executive Board ofthe United
Nations Children's Fund in its efforts to bring about a
major world-wide improvement in child survival and
child development, taking special advantage of new devel-

122A/401511 and Corr.l; A/40/637.
123 See A/40/637, sect. Ill.

opments in primary health care techrjques and in commu
nications,

Acutely aware that the effect of the adverse global econo
mic situation is more severe on vulnerable groups, such as
children, particularly in developing countries, and there
fore makes the need for the efforts of the United Nations
Children's Fund all the more critical,

Noting that the fortieth anniversary of the United
Nations Children's Fund presents a unique opportunity for
advancing the above-mentioned principles, which have
the potential for a virtual revolution in child survival,

Aware that many developing countries have recently
embarked upon major .::hild survival and development
efforts and noting with appreciation in this regard the posi
tive response of many world leaders to the commendable
initiative taken by the Secretary-General on the occasion
of the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations, regard
ing the renewed potential for achieving the goal ofuniver
sal child immunization by 1990, which is an important
part of the primary health care strategy,

Welcoming the corttinued co-operation between the
United Nations Children's Fund and the World Health
Organization in achieving their common objective, partic
ularly as it relates to the goal of universal child immuniza
tion by 1990,

I. Urges that the fortieth anniversary of the United
Nations Children's Fund be observed by intensifYing the
ongoing efforts towards attaining the objectives relat~ng to
children envisaged in the International Development
Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Dec
adel24 and notes the important role of the child survival
and child development strategy in meeting those objec·"
tives;

2. . Notes that "Children first" has been adopted by the
Executive Board of the United Nations Children's Fund as
the umbrella theme for the observance ofthe fortieth anni
versary of the Fund;

3. Calls upon the United Nations Children's Fund,
with the participation of Governments, t'le organizations
of the United Nations system, non-governmental organi
zations and indivictuals, to commemorate the fortieth
anniversary of the Fund by reaffirming, through commit
ment and action, the responsibility of the international
community for the survivaf and development ofchildren;

4. Requests the United Nations Children's Fund, with
the guidance ofits Executive Board, to continue to develop
and promote appropriate means by which Governments,
the United Nations and other international organizations,
as well as individuals, may express this commitment, par
ticularly during the period of the fortieth anniversary;

5. Appeals to all Governments to increase their sup
port, assistance and contributions during the period of the
fortieth anniversary and subsequently, so that the United
Nations Children's Fund may be able to strengthen its co
operation with developing countries and respond to the
urgent needs of children;

6. Requests all countries to observe the fortieth anni
versary of the United Nations Children's Fund in a befit
ting manner, through governmental and non-govern
mental participation.

<J20th plenary meeting
17 December J985

124 Resolution 35156, annex, para. 48.
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40/211. Operational acti'fities for development

The General Assembly,
Reaffirming the validity of its resolution 38/171 of 19

December 1983 on the comprehensive policy review of
operational activities for development,

Reaffirming also its resolution 39/220 of 18 December
1984 on financing of operational activities for develop
ment, as well as its resolution 32/197 of 20 December
1977 on the restructuring of the economic and social sec
tors of the United Nations,

Reaffirming further its resolutions 2688 (XXV) of II
December 1970 on the capacity of the United Nations
development system and 3405 (XXX) of 28 November
1975 on new dimensions in technical co-operation,

Reaffirming the exclusive responsibility of the Govern
ment of the recipient country in formulating· its national
development plan, priorities and objectives, as set out in
the consensus contained in the annex to resolution 2688
(XXV), and emphasizing that the integration of the opera
tional activities of the United Nations system with
national programmes would enhance the impact and rele
vance of those activities, .

Reaffirming also the responsibility of developing
countries to co-ordinate d~velopmentco-operation, inclu
ding the determination of local co-ordination arrange
ments,

Reaffirming further the responsibilities of the resident
co-ordinators on behalfof the United Nations system with
respect to co-ordination of operational activities carried
out by the United Nations system at the country level in
accordance with their mandate,

Reaffirming the important contribution of operational
activities for development ofthe United Nat . ~s system in
support of the overall economic and social d\,;\lelopment of
developing countries,

Reiterating its desire for a coherent and co-ordinated
United Nations system in the field ~ioperational activities
for .development and for effective leadership by the Direc
tor-General for Development and International Economic
Co-operation in the co-ordination of the various compo
nents of the United Nations system and in exercising over
all co-ordination within the system, as set forth in resolu
tion 32/197, as well as its call for full co-operation with the
Director-General by all organs, organizations and bodies
of the United Nations system,

Noting the steps being taken by the United Nations
Development Programme, the United NationL Fund for
Population Activities, the United Nations Children's Fund
and the World Food Programme, through the joint consul
tative group on policy to enhance their collaboration in
programming and impleUlentation,

Welcoming the decisions of the governing bodies of the
relevant United Nations organizations to strengthen their
efforts in response to the emergency situation in Africa,
and welcoming the co-ordinated response of the United
Nations organizations in support of relief operations in
Africa and the co-ordination of such assistam:e through
the United Nations Office for Emergency Operations in
Africa, as well as the related arrangements at the country
level,

Recognizing, in this regard, the need for additional
financial resources to meet the urgent development needs
of African countries,

Emphasizing the need for a significant, continuous and
real increase in resources for operational activities to meet

125 See AlCONF.1 321SR.1 to 3 and corrigendum.
126 Al40/698 and COlT. I, annex.

the growing requirements for development of the develop
ing countries, in particular the least developed countries,

Expressing its appreciation to those Governments of
both developed and developing countries that, at the 1985
United Nations Pledging Conference for Development
Activities,l25 announced increased contributions for oper
ational activities for development for the year 1986, 81
well as to those Governments that have consistently main
tained their contributions at a high level,

Having examined the report of the Director-General for
Development and International Economic Co-operation
on operational activities for development of the United
Nations system,126

1. Requests the Director-General for Development and
International Economic Co-operation, within a seneral
framework of broad objectives ofoperational activities in
accordance with General Assembly resolution 32/197, to
include the foUowh.'8 in his report for the 1986 compre
hensive policy review, in addition to the rcqUCltl con
tained in General Assembly resolution 38/171 and the
issues identified in paragraph 3 of the report ,.he Direc
tor-General for 1985126 and 10 it18ke rccom!l'·~i.:Aations. 81
appropriate, thereon:

(a) Measures to strengthen the existing mechanisms
within the United Nations system, with a view to further
ing the coherence and co-ordination of operational activ
ities;

(b) An analysis of the relationslli j,! t<etwcen the iJlcm:'l
ing responsibilities of the United Nations Developmeut
Programme in the area of co-ordination and its essential
role in the provision of technical co-operation;

(c) An analysis of changing requirements for technical
co-operation through multilateral channels and the
responsiveness of the United Nations system to them;

(cl) Further analysis of programme delivery and
administrative and support costs;

(e) Developments regarding joint technical co-opera
tion needs assessments;

(/) Steps taken by United Nations organizations
engaged in operational activities to promote the participa
tion of women in development;

(g) An analysis of the response of the United Nations
system in assisting developing countries in the strength
ening of their co-ordination capacity;

(h) Actions taken to increase programme effectiveness
throqgh, inter alia, evaluation;

(I) Efforts undertaken to expand the geographical dis
tribution of the sources of supply, including in underotil
ized donor and developing countries, for the operational
activities of the United Nations system;

2. Emphasizes the importance of the round-table
country review process and other mechanisms for co-ordi
nation at the country level in facilitating the effective
implementation of the development programmes in the
countries concerned;

3. Takes note of the report of the Governing Council
of the United Nations Development Programme for the
year 1985121 and the decisions contained therein; .

4. Reaffirms the central funding role of the United
Nations Development Programme in the field of technical
co-operation for development;

5. Calls upon all States to make every effort to attain
the planned funding levels for operational activities for
development by the various organizations of the United
Nations system, and urges the successful completion ofthe

121 Official Records ohhe Economic and Socitl/ Council, 1985. SlIJ1P/emenl
No. Il (El1935/32 and ColT. I).
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current negotiations on the replenishment of the Interna
tional Fund for Agricultural Development to el1able it to
maintain its effective contribution to agricultural and food
development, as well as the early consideration and com
pletion of the eighth replenishment of the International
Development Association at an adequate level;

6. Expresses its deep concl!m about the shortfall of
resources of the United Nations Fund for Population
Activities and the impact on its a"ility to carry out its
planned programmes, and urges all countries to continue
and increase their support for the Fund;

7. Requests the Director-General for Development and
International Economic Co-operation to report on ate
results of the efforts to increase collaboration between the
Department of Technical Co-operation for Development
and the United Nations Development Programme;

8. Requests the Economic and Social Council, in dis
charging its responsibilities as defined in the annex to Gen
eral Assembly resolution 32/197, to assist the Assembly in
establishing overall strategies, policies and priorities for
the system as a whole in respect of operational activities,
and to formulate suggestions and recommendations at the
time of its consideration of the 1986 comprehensive policy
review;

9. Invites the governing bodies of the organizations of
the United Nations system, where possible, to provide the
Economic and Social Council at its second regular session
of 1986 and the General Assembly at its forty-first session
at the time of the 1986 comprehensive policy review of
operational activities, their views on the system-wide pol
icy issues affecting or'crational activities identified by the
Assembly in its resolution 38/171 and in the present reso
lution, and also invites the organizations of the United
Nations system to co-operate with the Director-General
for Development and International Economic Co-opera
tion in the preparation of his report for that review.

120th plenary meeting
17. December 1985

40/212. International Volunteer Day for Economic
and Social Development

The General Assembly,
Taking note of the report of the Administrator of the

United Nations Development Programme on the United
Nations Volunteers programme,128 and the relevant deci
sion of the Governing Council,129

Considering that volunteer service, including that of the
United Nations Volunteers, is making an important con
tribution to socio-economic development activities,

Recognizing the desirability of stimulating the work of
all volunteers both in the field and in organizations
multilateral, bilateral or national, non-governmental or
government-supported - and of giving encouragement to
those volunteers, many ofwhom engage in volunteer serv
ice at considerable personal sacrifice,

1. Invites Governments to observe annually, on 5
December, an International VoIUJ.\teer Day for Economic
and Social Development, and urges them to take measures I

to heighten awareness of the important contribution of
volunteer service, thereby stimulating more people in all
walks of life to offer their services as volunteers, both at
home and abroad;

2. Invites also specialized agencies, other organizations
of the United Nations system and non-governmental

128 DP/1985/44, chap. 1/.
129 OJfU:ial Records ofthe Economic and Social Council. /985. Supplement

No. 1/ (Ell 985/32 and Corr.l), annel\ I, decision 85/23. .

organizations that provide, are affiliated with or benefit
from volunteer service to undertake and promote activ
ities to stimulate greater awareness of the contribution to
their work made by volwlteers;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to conti,1Ue to pro
mote world-wide publi,.~ity on the important role ofvolun
teer service.

120th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/213. Role of qualified national personnei in the
social and economic development ofdevelop
ing countries

The General Assembly,

Re!e"ing to its resolutions 33/135 of 19 December
1978,35/80 of5 De--.ember 1980, 37/228 of20 December
1982 and 39/219 of 18 December 1984 on the role of
qualified national personnel in the social and economic
devel~pment of developing countries,

Recalling its resolutions 320I (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of
1 May 1974, containing the Declaration and the Pro
gramme ofAction on the Establishment ofa New Interna
tional Economic Order, and 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December
1974, containing the Charter of Economic Rights and
Duties of States,

Desiring to promote full implementation of the provi
sions of the International Development Strategy for the
Third United Nations Deve!opment Decade concerning
the important role of qualified national personnel in the
achievement of the development gO?Js of the developing
countries, 130

Reaffirming the crucial role of human resources in" the
socio-ewDomic development process of developing
countries,

Taking into account the increasing importance of
United Nations activities in the field of human resources
developmr.nt as they are envisaged. in future years,

Recognizing that the training of qualified national per
sonnel is an important and integral part of human
resources development,

I. Takes note of the reJ?Ort of the Secretary-General on
the role of qualified national personnel in the social and
economic development of developing countries;131

2. Reaffirms the importance of implementing the pro
visions of its resolution 37/228;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to moni
tor the further implementation of its resolution 391219;

4. Further requests the Secretary-General to take into
account the need for an integrated and multidisciplinary
approach to all aspects of human resources development,
in particular the training ofqualified national personnel, in
the programm.es of work of the United Nations and the
organizations of its system;

5. Invites the Secretary-General to continue his consul
tations with the Governments of Member States, in
accordance with paragraph 2 of resolution 39/219, on the
role of qualified national personnel in the social and eco
nomic development of developing countries, and to sub
mit a progress report, through the Governing Council of
the United Nations Development Programme and the

130 Resolution 35/56, annel\, para. 47.
131 A/40/549 and Add.I.
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Economic and Sooiat Council, to the General Assembly at
its forty-second session.

120th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/214. Long-term financing and future of the
United N:.dons Institute for Training and
Research

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 39/177 of 17 December 1984, in

which it requested the Secretary-General to prepare a com
prehensive study on the United Nations Institute for
Training and Research, its activities in training and
research, its funding and its future role, keeping in mind
related activities within the United Nations system and
the relevant provisions of the Statute of the I'nstitute,132 in
order to determine the most effective manner ofdischarg
ing those functions, ana to submit his report together with
the comments of the Board of Trustees of the United
Nations Institute for Training and Research thereon, to
the General Assembly at its fortieth session,

Recalling a/so its resolutions 37/142 of 17 December
1982 and 38/177 of 19 December 1983, in which it called
upon the Secretary-General to submit a report on long
term financing arrat\3ements for the Institute which would
place its financing on a more predictable, assured and con
tinuous basis,

Having considered the r.~port ofthe Secretary-Generall33
and the statement made: on 8 November 1985 by the
Director-General for Development and International Eco
nomic Co-operation,l34

Noting with regret that, so far, no agreement has been
reached on the future role and, in particular, the long-term
funding of the Institute,

Noting also with regret that the 1985 United Nations
l'ledging Conference for Development Activities,I25 was
un21~le to provide !!le General Fund of the United Nations
Institute for TrairJog and Research with the level of
resources required to maintain the Institute as a viable
entity during 1986,

Acknowledging with regret that voluntary contributions
to the Institute have so far been insufticienlt to guarantee
the level of resources needed to maintain 1t as a viable
entity, and that it has not been possible to reach agreement
on any of the three options for long-term financing
arrangements for the Institute recommended by the Board
of Trustees, namely, the setting up of a reserve fund, the
adoption of a replenishment system or the establishment
of an endowment fund,135

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Secretary-Genera!;

2. Reaffirms the continuing relevance of the mandate
entrusted to the United Nations Institute for Training and
Research, namely, to enhance the effectiveness of the
United Nations, and takes note of the view of the Secre
tary-General that this mandate continues to be essential to
the functioning of the Organization today;

3. Takes note ofthe administrative, staffing and Olj,jaIl
izational arrangements outlined in the report of the 5ecre
tary-General on the future work of the Institute;

4. Stresses the need to take a final decision on the long
term financing and future of the Institute at the latest at

132 Official Records of the Gene",1 Assembly. Twenty-second Session.
Annexes, agenda item 45, document A f68,S, annex HI.

133 A/40/788.
134 See O.fficial Records ofthe General Assembly. Fonieth Session. Second

Committee, 29Jh meeting, paras. 13-15.
135 A/39/148, para. 8.

the forty-first session of the Gmleral Assembly and, to this
end, requests the Secretary-Ck:neral to prepare comprehen
sive specific plans for the future of the Institute based on
two options contained in his report: 136

(a) To close down the Institute, including the possibil
ity of re-allocating the functions of the Institute to other
agencies and bodies throughout the United Nations system
where those functions could be undertaken in an efficient
and cost-effective manner;

(b) To restructure the Institute, including the possibil
ity of transferring to the Institute appropriate ongoing and
planned training and research functions of other agencies
and bodies throughout the United Nations system;
such "Ians should include a detailed assessment of the
financial implications of the two options, including a
blueprint for a specific scheme for the long-term and stable
funding ofthe Institute, which could be tried on an experi
mental basis;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to keep in mind,
while preparing the plans requested in paragraph 4 above,
the need for specific suggestions for the improvement of
administrative arrangements to ensure cost-effectiveness;

6. Also requests the Secretary-General to consult, as
appropriate, with 8ll States and the Board of Trustees of
the UJ'lited Nations Institute for Training and Research
before finalizing the plans, which should be submitted to
tile General Assembly not later than 1 September 1986;

7. Urges all States that have not yet contributed to the
United Nations Institute for Training and Research to do
so, and calls upon all countries, especially those donor
countries that are not contributing at a level commensu
rate with their capacity, to increr.1se their voluntary contri
butions in order to meet the needs of the Institute.

120th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/215. Assistance to Democratic Yemen

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 39/184 of 17 December 1984

and Economic and Social Council resolutions 1982/6 of28
April 1982 and 1982/59 of 30 July 1982 concerning the
extensive devastation caused by the heavy floods in Dem
ocratic Yemen,

R!!calling a/so resolution 107 (IX) of 11 May 1982 ofthe
Economic Commission for Western Asia,137 in which the
Commission called for the urgent establishment of a pro
gramme for the rehabilitation and reconstruction of the
floodostricken areas of Democratic Yemen,

Having considered the report prepared by the Office of
the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator on the
extent and nature of the damage caused by the floods, 138

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on
assistance to Democratic Yemen,139

Recognizing that Democratic Yemen, as one of the least
developed countries, is unable to bear the. mounting bur
den of rehabilitation and reconstruction of the affected
areas,

Recognizing also the efforts made hy Democratic
Yemen to alleviate the suffering of the victims of the
floods,

136 A/40/788, para. 5.
137 See ORicial Records ofthe Economic and SG~ial Council. 1982. Supple

ment No. [2 (El1982122), chap. I.
138 See ElECWAlIS6.
139 Al40/43S.
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Noting that Equatorial Guinea, despite the efforts made
by its Government and people, continues to be beset by
serious economic and financial difficulties,

Recognizing the essential role of short-term, medium
tenn and long-tenn international assistance in support of
the efforts of the Government ofEquatorial Guinea in the
task of reconstruction and development of the country,

I. Ta/r.es note of the report of the Secretary-General;
2. Expresses its thanks to the international community

for its interest in and assistance to Equatorial Guinea;
3. Also expresses its tJuinks for the efforts made by the

Secretary-General to organize and mobilize the necessary
resources for an effective programme of assistance to
Equatorial Guinea;

4. Reiterates its appeal to all Member States to con
tinue to respond generously, through bilateral or multilat
eral channels, so as to meet the needs indicated in the pro
gmmme presented in 1982 at the International Conference
of Donors for the Economic Reactivation and Develop
ment of Equatorial Guinea held at Geneva in April 1982;

5. Invites all Member States and international and
regional organizations and other intergovernmental organ
izations, as well as international financial and develop
ment institutions, to participate in the round-table meet
ing ofdonors to be held in Equatorial Guinea in 1986 for
the evaluation of the 1982-1984 three-year programme
presented at the International Conference of Donors for
the Economic Reactivation and Development of Equa
torial Guinea;

6. Requests the Secretary-General:
(a) To intensify his efforts to mobiliz~ the necessary

resources for an effective programme offinancial, technical
and material assistance to Equatorial Guinea;

(b) To keep the situation in Equatorial Guinea under
review, to maintain close contact with Member States, the
specialized agencies, regional and other intergovernmental
organizations and competent international financial insti
tutions and to apprise the Economic and Social Council, at
its second regular session of 1986, of the status of assist
ance to Equatorial Guinea;

(c) To submit to the General ASsembly at its forty-first
session a report on the economic situation of Equatorial
Guinea and the progress made in implementing the pres
ent resolution;

7. Requests the Administrator of the United Nations
Development Programme to ensure that the round-table
conference to be held in Equatorial Guinea in 1986
receives the widest possible publicity among the bilateral
and multilateral donors.

120th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/217. Assistance for the reconstruction, rehabilita
tion and development of the Central African
Republic

The General Assembly,
~eca.//ing its resolution 35/87 of 5 December 1980, in

which It affirmed the urgent need for international action
to assist the Government of the Central African Republic
in its efforts for reconstruction, rehabilitation and develop
ment ofthe country and invited the international commu
nity to provide sufficient resources to carry out the pro
gramme ofassistance to the Cenpal Afiican Republic,

Recalling also its resolutions 36/206 of 17 December
1981,37/145 of 17 December 1982,38/211 of20 Decem-

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for the steps he has taken regarding assistance to Demo
cratic Yemen;

2. Expresses its gratitude tt) those States and interna
tional, regional and intergovernmental organizations that
have provided assistance to Democratic Yemen;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
mobilize the necessary resources for an effective, compre
hensive programme of financial, technical and material
assistance to Democratic Yemen in order to help to miti
gate the damage inflicted on it and implement its rehabili
tation and reconstruction plans;

4. Appeals to Member States to contribute generously
through bilateral or muitilateral channels to the recon
struction and development process in Democratic Yemen;

5. Invites the appropriate organizations and pro
grammes of the United Nations system - in particular the
United Nations Development Programme, the World
Bank, the World Food Programme, the Food and Agricul
ture Organization of the United Nations, the International
Fund for Agricultural Development, the World Health
Organization, the United Nations Fund for Population
Activities, the United Nations Children's Fund and the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
to maintain and expand their programmes ofassistlmce to
Democratic Yemen and to co-operate closely with the Sec
retary-General in organizing an effective programme of
aSlristance to that country;

6. Calls upon regional and interregional organizations
and other intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations to continue their assistance to the develop
ment requirements of Democratic Yemen;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to keep the situation
in Democratic Yemen under review anrl to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session on the progress
made in the implementation of the present resolution.

120tlrplenary meeting
17 December 1985

140 A/40/430.

40/216. Assistance to Equatorial Guinea
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 35/105 of 5 December 1980,

36/204 of 17 December 1981, 37/133 of 17 December
1982 and 38/224 of 20 December 1983,

Recalling also its resolution 39/181 of 17 December
1984, in which it earnestly called upon all Member States
~d international and regional organizations and other
mtergovemmental organizations, as well as international
financial and development institutions and appropriate
programmes of the United Nations system, especially the
United Nations Development Programme and the United
Nations Institute for Training and Research, to establish
maintain and expand their programmes of assistance t~
Equatorial Guinea, particularly in the areas of public
a~~onan~ public finance in which a general trans
formation IS ~uired as a result of Equatorial Guinea's
entry into the Central African Customs and Eoonomic
Union and the Bank of Central African States,

Recalling further that Equatorial Guinea is one of the
least developed countries,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral,I40 submitted pursuant to General Assembly resolu
tion 39/181,
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ber 1983 and 39/180 of 17 December 1984, in which it
noted with concern that the assistance provided had not
been adequate to meet the urgent needs of the wuntry,

Recalling further its resolution 38/195 of 20 December
1983 on the implementation of the Substantial New Pro
gramme of Action for the 1980s for the Least Developed
Countries,42

Considering that the central African Republic is land
locked and is classified as one of the least developed
countries,

Taking note of the statement made before the General
Assembly by the Head of the Delegation of the central
African Republic on II October 1985,141 in which he des
cribed the economic problems of concern to the central
Mrican Republic and stated that, because of the lack of
financial means, external aid continued to be essential to
the country, .

Also taking note of the statement made by the represen
tative of the Central African Republic on 13 November
1985,142 according to which, despite an incipient economic
recovery, his country continued to be faced with enormous
difficulties in implementing its socio-economic develop-
ment programmes, .

Particularly concerned that the Government of the cen
tral African Republic is unable to provide the population
with adequate health, educational and other essential
social and public services because of an acute shortage of
financial and material resources,

Taking account of the losses suffered by the Central
Mrican economy following the great drought of 1982
1983,

Noting with satisfaction the considerable efforts exerted
by the Government and people of the central African
Republic for national reconstruction, rehabilitation and
development, despite the limitations confronting them,

Taking note of the summary report of the Secretary
General,143

A,lso taking note of table 12 of the report of the Secre
tary-General, according to which substantial additional
assistance for the special programme of economic assist
ance is needed to finance projects which have only been
implemented in part and others for which finance has not
yet been obtained, including new high-priority project&
specified therein,

I. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for the efforts he has made to mobilize resources for carry
ing out the programme ofassistance to the central African
Republic;

2. Reiterates its appreciation to States, international,
regional and interregional organizations and other inter
governmental organizations for their contribution to the
programme of assistance to the central Afrkan Republic;

3. Notes with concern, however, that the assistance
provided under this heading continues to fall far short of
the country's urgent needs;

4. Urgently draws the attention of the international
community to table 12 of the Secretary-General's report,
which indicates the projects still in need of financing;

5. Reiterates its appeal to all States to contribute gener
ously, through bilateral or multilateral channels, to the
reconstruction, rehabilitation and development of the
Central African Republic;

6. Invites the appropriate programmes and organiza
tions of the United Nations system - in particular the

141 See OfliJ:iaJ Records ofthe General Assembly. Fortieth Session. Plenary
Meetings, 33rd meeting.

142 Ibid., Second Committee, 33rd meeting, paras. 5-8.

United Nations Development Programme, the World
Bank, the International Monetary Fund, the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the Inter
national Fund for Agricultural Development, the World
Food Programme, the World Health Organization, the
United Nations Children's Fund, the United Nations
Fund for Population Activities and the United Nations
Industrial Development Organization - to maintain their
programmes ofassistance to the Central African Republic,
to co-operate closely with the Secretali"y-General in his
efforts to organize an effective international programme of
assistance and to report periodically to him on the steps
they have taken and the resources they have made avail
able to help that country;

7. Invites also regional and interregional organi7.ations
and other intergovernmental and non-governmental
org:mizations to give urgent consideration to the establish
ment of a programme of assistance to the central African
Republic or, where one is already in existence, to the
expansion and considerable strengthening of that pro
gramme with a view to its implementation as soon as pos
sible;

8. Urges all States and relevant United Nations bodies
- in particular the United Nations Development Pro
gramme, the World Food Programme, the United Nations
Children's Fund, the World Health Organization, the
United Nations Fund for Population Activities and the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization 
to provide all possible assistance to help the Government
of the central African Republic to cope with the critical
humanitarian needs of the population and to provide, as
appropriate, food, medicines and essential equipment for
schools and hospitals, as well as to meet the emergency
needs of the population in the drought-stricken areas of
the country;

9. Invites the United Nations Development Pro
gramme, the United Nations Children's Fund, the World
Food Programme, the World Health Organization, the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization, the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,
the World Bank and the International Fund for
Agricultural Development to bring to the attention of their
governing bodies, for their consideration, the special needs
ofthe central African Republic and to report the decisions
of those bodies to the Secretary-General by 15 July 1986;

10. Again draws the attention ofthe international com
munity to the special account opened by the Secretary
General at United Nations Headquarters, in accordance
with General Assembly resolution 35/87, for the purpose
of facilitating the channelling ofcontributions to the Cen
tral African Republic;

11, Requests the Secretary-General:
(a) To continue his efforts to organize a special emer

gency assistance programme vyith regard to food and
health, especially medicaments, vaccines, hospital equip
ment, generating sets for field hospitals, water pumps and
food products in order to help the vulnerable population;

(b) To continue also his efforts to mobilize necessary
resources for an effective programme offinancial, technical
and material assistance to the Central African Republic;

(c) To ensure that the necessary financial and budget
ary arrangements are made to continue the organization of
the international programme of assistance to the central
African Republic and the mobilization of that assistance;

(d) To keep the situation in the central African Repub.
lic under constant review, to maintain close contact with

143 A/40/441, sect. IV. 144 A/36
Ill.
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Member States, specialized agencies, regional and other
intergovernmental organizations and the international
financial institutions concerned and to apprise the Econo
mic and Social Council, at its second regular session of
1986, of the status of the special programme ofeconomic
assistance for the Central African Republic;

(e) To repurt on the progress made in the economic sit
uation of the Central African Republic and in organizing
and implementing the special programme of economic
assistance for that country in time for the matter to be con
sidered by the General Assembly at its forty-first session..

120th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/218. SpeclaI economic assistance to Chad

The Gem ral Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 39/195 of 17 December 1984

and its previous resolutions on assistance in the recon
struction, rehabilitation and development of Chad, emer
gency humanitarian assistance to Chad and special econo
mic assistance to that country,

Having considered the reports of the Secretary-General
on special economic assistance to Chad, relating, inter alia,
to the economic and financial situation ofChad, the status
of assistance provided for the rehabilitation and recon
struction of the country and the progress made in organ
izing and executing the programme of assistance for that
country.I""

Concerned by the unprecedented drought which is
wreaking havoc in Chad, compounding the food and
health situation that is already precarious because of the
war and thus compromising all the country's efforts at
reconstruction,

Coftsidering that the war and the drought have occa
sioned a massive displacement of population and created

.enormous social problems,
Taking note of the numerous appeals launched by the

Government of Chad and governmental and non-govern
mental organizations regarding the gravity of the food and
health situation in Chad,

Recognizing the need for emergency humanitarian
assistance to Chad,

Also recognizing the need for assistance in the recon
struction and development of Chad,

Welcoming the conference ofdonors and contributors of
funds held in early December 1985, in accordance with the
arrangements agreed upon at the International Conference
on Assistance to Chad, held in November 1982,

I. Expresses its gratitude to the States and govern
mental and non-govern~ental organizations that
responded and are continuing to respond generously to the
appeals of the Government of Chad and of the Secretary
General by furnishing assistance to Chad;

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for his efforts to make the international community aware
of the difficulties of Chad and to mobilize assistan~ for
that country; .

3. Renews the request made to States, appropriate .
organizations and programmes of the United Nations sys
tem and international economic and financial institutions:

(a) To continue to provide the necessary humanitarian
assistance to the people of Chad who have suffered as a
result of the war and the drought;

144 A/361261; N361739; N37/125 and Add.l; N381213; A/39/392. sect.
Ill.

(b) To contribute to the rehabilitation and reconstruc
tion of Chad;

4. Notes with satisfaction that the International Con
ference on Assistance to Chad was held at Geneva on 4
and 5 December 1985, and invites the States and agencies
that participated in it to honour as early as possible the
commitments they made at that Conference;

5. Requests the Secretary-General:
(a) To continue his efforts to implement the interim

development plan submitted at Geneva;
(b) To assess, in close collaboration with the humani

tarian agencies concerned, the humanitarian needs, partic
ularly in the areas of food and health, of the people dis
placed by the war and the drought;

(c) To mobilize special humanitarian assistance for
persons who have suffered as a result of the war and the
drought and for the resettlement of displaced persons;

(d) To keep the situation in Chad under review and to
report thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-first
session.

120th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/219. Assistance for the reconstructian, recovery,
rehabilitation and development of Maurita
nia

The General Assembly,
Deeply concerned by the enormous devastation caused

to woodlands and the serious damage suffered by the eco
nomic and social infrastructure of Mauritania over the last
fifteen years of drought and desertification,

Deeply d.isturbed by the great economic and financial
imbalances which have found expression in the paucity of
overall growth and the magnitude of the budget deficit and
the balance-of-payments deficit,

Aware ofthe fact that the deterioration of the productive
economic base is caused by factors over which Mauritania
has no control, such as drought, desertification, the current
international economic situation and the fall in commod
ity prices,

Deeply concerned by the adverse consequences of those
factors both at the socio-economic level, through a mas
sive rural exodus and growing urban unemployment, and
at the level of external indebtedness, which is reaching
excessive proportions,

Asserting the urgent need for international action to help
the Government of Mauritania in its efforts to overcome
and control the effects of these devastating natural dis
asters,

Acknowledging that Mauritania, one of the countries
most affected by drought and desertification, is in need of
international assistance in order to overcome the hard
ships impeding its short-term and long-term development
and hindering its efforts for reconstruction, recovery, reha
bilitation and development,

Considering the serious social and human problems
posed by the settlement and integration in urban centres of
many vulnerable persons who, because of the rural exodus
and the adverse effects of drought and desertification, are
in need of immediate emergency aid,

Concerned by the persistent imbalances in the
agricultural structure of the country and the fact that it is
to a large extent dependent on food grants and totally
dependent on imports in all sectors,
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Concerned also that, in real terms, the projected volume
ofexports of iron ore for 1985 will be virtually two thirds
lower than that of 1975, which will particularly hamper
the development of the country,

Aware of the need to assist the country with a view to
enabling it to develop and to er.:ercise effective control over
its fishing resources, its second source offoreign currency,

Noting with concern that, in addition to the country's
demographic and geographical disadvantages, its only
highway, constructed with outside financing, is constantly
being covered by sand, thereby disrupting economic and
social life in three quarters of the country,

Concernedfurther by the difficulties ofall kinds encoun
tered by the Government, Member States and interna
tioQal organizations in channelling food and relief to the
aftlicted population in the interior of the country because
ofthe lack ofa road network and oftransport and commu
nications,

Noting that the Government of Mauritania, by imple
menting a policy of economic austerity, devaluing its cur
rency and raising producer prices, expects to succeed in
1985 in reducing the budget deficit that has accumulated
over the preceding ten years,

Noting also that, despite the implementation by Mauri
tania of the harsh adjustment measures proposed by the
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, the
country remains dependent on external sources for finan
cing public and private investment,

Further noting with concern the deficit in the balance of
payments from 1975 to 1984, the modest level offoreign
currency reserves and the accumulation from year to year
of arrears in payments,

Bearing in mind the concern expressed by Member
States and international organizations with regard to the
catastrophic economic and social situation created in
Mauritania by drought, desertification and war, and the
particular interest that they take in the control ofdesertifi
cation with a view to the country's rapid return to normal
living conditions and to its reconstruction and develop
ment,

Considering with satisfaction that the Government of
Mauritania has, for the first time this year, succeeded in
inducing several thousands of people to leave the urban
centres and to return to their native soil in order to devote
themselves to agriculture and stockraismg,

Noting the urgent request addressed by the Government
of Mauritania to the Secretary-General for the classifica
tion of Mauritania as one of the least developed
countries,145

I. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-Gene1'lll
for the steps he has taken to mobilize humanitarian assist
ance for the countries affected by drought and desertifica
tion in general, and particularly for Mauritania as a coun
try severely affected, and invites the international
community to respond generously to the humanitarian
needs of Mauritania;

2. Also expresses its apprecia:ion to the countries,
organizations ofthe United Nations system, other interna
tional organizations, the community commission, volun
tary agencies and individuals whose generous assistance to
the stricken population of Mauritania has never failed;

3. Appeals urgently to all Member States, specialized
agencies and other United Nations bodies, as well as to
international economic and financial institutions, to con
tribute generously, through bilateral or multilateral chan-

145 See AlC.2140/3.
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nels, towards meeting Mauritania's reconstruction, recov
ery, rehabilitation and development needs;

4. Invites the Economic and Social Council to request
the Committee for Development Planning to examine, on
a priority basis, the socio-economic situation of Maurita
nia and to consider including it in the list of the least
developed countries;

5. Requests Member States, as well as United Nations
programmes and organizations, to take special measures
for Mauritania for the remainder of the Third United
Nations Development Decade, pending examination ofits
situation by the Committee for Development Planning;

6. Invites the United Nations Development Pro
gramme, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations, the International Fund for Agricultural
Development, the World Food Programme, the .world
Health Organization, the United Nations Industrial Devel
opment Organization, the United Nations Children's
Fund, the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund,
the International Labour Organisation and the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
to maintain their current programmes and expand their
future programmes ofassistance and to report periodically
to the Secretary-General on the steps they have taken and
the resources they have made available to help Mauritania
so that the General Assembly may consider them at its
forty-first session;

7. Requests the Secretary-General:
(a) To continue his efforts to mobilize international

assistance for Mauritania and to ensure that the appropri
ate arrangements are made in order to establish an effec
tive programme of special assistance;

(b) To open a special account under the United
Nations Trust Fund for Special Economic Assistance Pro
grammes, in order to facilitate payments of contributions
for Mauritania, and urges Member States, non-govern
mental organizations and individuals to contribute gener
ously to this account;

(c) To keep the situation in Mauritania constantly
under review, to maintain contact with Member States,
specialized agencies, regional and intergovernmental
organizations and international financial institutions con
cerned, and to apprise the Economic and Social Council, at
its second regular session of 1986, of the volume ofecono
mic assistance granted to Mauritania;

(d) To report on the progress achieved in remedying
the economic situation of Mauritania and on the interna
tional assistance granted to the country in time for the
matter to be considered by the General Assembly at its
forty-first session.

120th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/220. Assistance to Sierra Leone

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 371158 of 17 December 1982,
38/205 of 20 December 1983 and 391192 of 17 December
1984, in which it appealed to all States, the specialized
agencies and international development and financial
institutions to provide all possible assistance for the devel
opment of Sierra Leone,

Further recalling its resolutiQn 37/133 of 17 ~mber
1982, in which it decided to iiichide Sierra Leone in the
list of the least developed countries,
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Having considered the summary report of the Secretary
General,146

Noting with concern that the economy ofSierra Leone is
being undermined by severe scarcities of imported raw
materials and spare parts for industry, a drying-up of trade
and commercial credits, large commercial payment arrears
and unmitigated strains on government finances,

Noting that the Government ofSierra Leone, in co-opei'
ation with the United Nations Development Programme,
embarked upon preparations for a round table of partners
in development ofSierra Leone, which was originally to be
held early in 1985 but was deferred until early 1986,

Reiterating the need for effective mobilization of inter
national assistance in order to implement fully the pro
gramme of development outlined in the report of the
multi-agency mission,147

I. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for the steps he has taken to mobilize assistance for Sierra
Leone;

2. Urgently reiterates its appeal to the international
cOmmunity, including the specialized agen.cies and other
organizations and bodies of the UD!ted Nations sys~em, to
contribute generously, through bIlateral or multilateral
channels, to the economic and social development of
Sierra Leone;

3. Urges all ~tates and relevant United Nations bodies
- in particular the United Nations Development Pro
gramme the World Food Programme, the United Nations
Childre~'s Fund, the World Health Organization, the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization.and the United Nations Fund for Population
Activities - to provide all possible assistance to help the
Government of Sierra Leone meet the critical humanita
rian needs of the population and to provide, as appropri
ate, food, medicines and essential equipment for hospitals
and schools;

4. Invites the United Nations Development Prtl
gramme the United Nations Children's Fund, the World
Food p;.ogramme, the World Health Organization, the
Food and Agriculture Organization ofthe United Nations,
the World Bank, the International Fund for Agricultural
Development and the United Nations Industrial Develop
ment Organization to bring to the attention of their gov
erning bodies, for their considerat~0!1' the special n~ds of
Sierra Leone and to report the decISIons of those bodies to
the Secretary-General by 15 July 1986;

5. Appeals to all States and international organizations
to participate at a high level in the round table ofpartners
in development of Sierra Leone to be held early m 1986,
and to contribute generously to the programme of action
that will be presented by the Government ofSierra Leone;

6. Requests the Secretary-General:
(a) To continue his efforts to mobilize the necessary

resources for an effective programme offinancial, technical
and material assistance to Sierra Leone;

(b) To apprise the Economic and Social Council, at its
second regular session of 1986, of the assistance granted to
Sierra Leone;

(c) To keep the situation ~egarding assistance to Sierra
Leone under review and to report to the General Assembly
at its forty-first session on the implementation of the pres
ent resolution.

120th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/221. Assistance to the drought-stricken areas of
Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, the
Sudan and Uganda

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 35/90 and 35/91 of5 December

1980,36/221 of 17 December 1981, 37/147 of 17 Decem
ber 1982 381216 of 20 December 1983 and 39/205 of 17
Decem~r 1984 and Economic and Social Council resolu
tion 1983/46 of28 July 1983 on ~ssistance to the drought
stricken areas of Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, the
Sudan and Uganda, .

Having considered the note by the Secretary-General on
assistance to the drought-stricken areas of those
countries,148

Deeply concerned at the serious effects of the prolonged
and persistent drought in the region, which precipitated
food shortages and famine and hindered the delfelopment
efforts of the countries members of the Intergovernmental
Authority for Drought and Development,

Stressing the need for practical regional arrangements
for co-operation to promote the rehabilitation, recovery,
and medium-term to long-term development of the
countries of the region,

Bearing in mind the imperative need for the interna
tional community to render assistance to Member States
in the event of natural disasters,

1. Reaffirms its resolutions 35/90, 35/91, 36/221, 37/
147 381216 and 391205 on assistance to the drought
stri~ken areas of Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, the
Sudan and Uganda;

2. Takes note of the note by the Secretary-General.on
assistance to the drought-stricken areas of those countries;

3. Cammends the Governments of Djibouti, Ethiopia,
Kenya, Somalia, the Sudan and Uganda for their decisi?n
to e·stablish, in Djibouti, an Intergovernmental Authonty
for Drought and Development, as initially recommended
by the General Assembly in its resolution 35/90;

4. Notes with satisfaction the decision taken by the
Governments of Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, the
Sudan and Uganda to meet in Djibouti at the level of
Head of State to endorse the agreement on the establish
ment of the Intergovernmental Authority and to adopt a
regional plan ofaction for the implementation ofmedium
term and long-term rec.!Jvery and rehabili~tion pro
grammes of the States members of the Authonty;

5. Notes with appreciation the assistance provided by
the Administrator of the United Nations Development
Programme and by the United Nations Sudano-Sanelian
Office in the effort to establish the Intergovernmental
Authority, in line with the recommendations of the Secre
tary-General and pursuant to the resolutions of the Gen
eral Assembly mentioned above;

6. Requests the Administrator of the United Nations
Development Programme, pursuant to General Assembly
resolution 37/147, to make the necessary arrangements to
render operational, as soon as possible, the unit within the
United Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office entrusted with the
responsibility of assisting the countries members of the
Intergovernmental Authority ~d to pay sJX:C~~ attenti~m
to the unit so as to ensure that Its responSIbilities are dis
charged effectively;

7. Appeals to all Governments, organizations of the
United Nations system and other intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizationS to contribute gen~rously
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operational costs of the unit and for implementing the
projects and programmes in the countries members of the
Intergovernmental Authority, and requests the Adminis
trator of the United Nations Development Programme to
intensify his efforts in this regard;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report to
the Economic and Social Council at its second regular ses
sion of 1986 on the progress achieved in the implementa
tion of the present resolution.

120th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/222. Special economic assistance to Renin

T~e General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 35/88 of 5 December 1980, 36/

208 of 17 December 19tH, 37/151 of 17 December 1982,
38/210 of 20 December 1.983 and 39/185 of 17 December
1984, in which it appealed to the international community
to provide effective and continuous financial, material and
technical assistance to Benin so as to help that country
overcome its financial and economic difticulties,

Recalling also Security Council resolution 419 (1977) of
24 November 1977, in which the Council appealed to all
States and all appropriate international organizations,
including the United Nations and its specialized agencies,
to assist Benin,

Having heard the statement made by the representative
ofBenin on 12 November 1985,149 in which he described
the serious economic and financial situation ofhis country
and the action taken by his Government to tackle these
difticulties,

Deeply concerned, nevertheless, by the fact that Benin
continues to experience serious economic and financial
difficulties, characterized by a marked balance-of-pay
ments disequilibrium, heavy burdens of it:; external debt
and a lack of the resources necessarj for the implementa
tion of its planned economic and social development pro-
gramme, .

Having considered we summary report of the Secretary
General,1so

Noting that the persisting unfavourable climatic condi
tions in the coastal and northern regions ofBenin are still
leading to losses in agriculture and livestock production,
and threatening the lives of the population,

Considering that Benin is one of the least developed
countries,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for the steps he has taken to organize and mobilize support
for the international programme ofeconomic assistance to
Benin;

2. Takes note of the summary report of the Secretary
General;

3. Expresses its appreciation for the assistance already
provided or pledged to Benin by Member States, United
Nations bodies and regional, interregional and intergov-
ernmental organizations; .

4. Notes with satisfaction the efforts undertake.n by the
Government of Benin to make structural adjustments in
the economy of the country and to take other measures
designed to help it to overcome its economic and financial
difficulties;

S. Notes with concern that the assistance given to
Benin has not been sufficient to cover all the country's
pressing needs and that additional resources are still essen-

1490/ficial Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session. Second
Committee. 32nd meeting, paras. 21 and 22.

tial for the implementation of its recovery, reconstruction
and development programme;

6. Appeals to Member States, international financial
institutions, the specialized agencies and other United
Nations bodies to respond generously and urgently to the
needs of Benin;

7. Urges donor countries to provide financial assist
ance to help Benin to bear the counterpart costs ofprojects
receiving external assistance, bearing in mind that it is one
of the least developed countries;

8. Appeals to the international community to make
contributions to the special account for Benin opened by
the Secretary-General at United Nations Headquarters, for
subsequent transfer to Benin;

9. Invites the programmes, specialized agencies and
other organizations of the United Nations system - in
particular the United Nations Development Programme,
the United Nations Children's Fund, the World Food Pro
gramme, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations, the World Health Organization, the
World Bank and the International Fund for Agricultural
Development:

(a) To maintain and expand their programmes of
assistance to Benin;

(b) To co-operate closely with the Secretary-General in
organizing and promoting the special programme of eco
~o:uic assistance to Benin;

(c) To bring to the attention of their governing bodies,
for their urgent consideration, the special needs of Benin;

(d) To report to the Secretary-General by IS July 1986
on the measures they have taken and the resources they
have made available, as wellas the decisions of their gov
erning bodies on assistance to Benin;

10. Requests the Secretary-General:
(a) To continue his efforts to mobilize the necessary

resources for implementing the projects of the special pro
gramme of economic assistance to Benin;

(b) To evaluate, in consultation with the Government,
the economic situation in Benin, the most urgent needs of
the country and the implementation of the special pro
gramme of economic assistance;

(c) To keep the situation in Benin under constant
review, in close collaboration with the Government of
Benin, the specialized agencies, regional and intergovern
mental organizations and intemational financial institu
tions, and to apprise the Economic and Social Council, at
its second regular session of 1986, of the status of assist
ance to Benin;

(d) To report on the implementation ofthe present res
olution to the General Assembly at its forty-first session.

120th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/223. Assistance to the Comoros
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 39/193 of 17 December 1984

and its previous resolutions on assistance to the Comoros,
in which it appealed to the international community to
provide effective and continuous financial, material and
technical assistance to the Comoros in order to help that
country overcome its financial and economic difficulties,

Taking note of the special problems confronting the
Comoros as an island developing country and as one ofthe
least developed countries,

ISO A/40/441. sect. 11.
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Noting that the Government of the Comoros has given
priority to the questions of infrastructure, transport and
telecommunications,

Noting also the economic difficulties arising from the
country's scarcity ofnatural resources, compounded by the
recent drought and cyclones,

Noting further the grave budgetary and balance-of-pay
ments problems facing the Comoros,

Bearing in mind the holding at Moroni, from 2 to 4 July
1984, of the first International Solidarity Conference for
the Development of the Comoros,

Ha¥ing examined the summary report of the Secretary
General,1St

I. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for the steps he has taken to mobilize assistance for the
Comoras;

2. Notes with satisfaction the response by various
Member States, organizations of the United Nations sys
tem and other organizations to its appeals and those of the
Secretary-General for assistance to the Comoros;

3. Notes with concern, however, that the assistance
thus far provided continues to fall short of the country's
urgent requirements and that assistance is still urgently
required in order to implement the projects described in
the report of the Secretary-General;

4. Appeals to those States and organizations that par
ticipated in the first International Solidarity Conference
for the Development of the Comoros to participate in the
second Conference, to be held at Moroni towards the end
of 1985, in· order to put into effect as soon as possible their
declarations of intent;

5. Renews its appeal to Member States, the appropriate
organs, programmes and organizations of the United
Nations system, regional and international organizations
and other intergovernmental bodies and non-govern
mental organizations, as well as international financial
institutions, to provide the Comoros with assistance to
enable it to cope with its difficult economic situation and
pursue its development goals;

6. Invites the appropriate programmes and organiza
tions of the United Nations system to increase their cur
rent programmes ofassistance to the Comoros, to co-oper
ate closely with the Secretary-General in organizing an
effective international programme of assistance and to
report periodically to him on the steps they have taken and
the resources they have made available to help that coun
try;

7. Requests the Secretary-General:

(a) To continue his efforts to mobilize the necessary
resources for an effective programme offinancial, technical
and material assistance to the Comoros;

(b) To keep the situation in the Comoros under con
stant review, to maintain close contact with Member
States, the specialized agencies, the· regional and other
intergovernmental organizations and international finan
cial institutions concerned, and to apprise the Economi.c
and Social Council, at its second regular session of 1986,
of the status of the special prog~"""'1mme ofeconomic assist
ance for the Comoros;

(c) To report on the evolution of the economic situa
tion of the Comoros and the progress made in organizing
and implementing the special programme of economic

IS1 Ibid., sect. v.
1S2Ibid., sect. VII.

assistance for that country in time for the matter to be con
sidered by the General Assembly at its forty-first session.

120th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/224. Assistance to the Gambia
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 391203 of 17 December 1984, in

which it, inter alia, noted that the Gambia is a least
developed country with acute economic and social prob
lems arising from its weak economic infrastructure and
that it also suffers from many of the serious problems
common to countries of the Sahelian region, notably
drought and desertification,

Having considered the summary report of the Secretary
General,152 in which the recent economic situation in the
Gambia is described,

Concerned that the Gambia continues to encounter seri
ous ~lance-nf-payments and budgetary problems and
noting thlit the lack of domestic resources is the most
important constraint on development, since the Govern
ment lacks the funds to meet the counterpart costs of
donor-assisted projects,

Noting that external assistance is still required to enable
the Government of the Gambia to implement the six proj
ects recommended by the Secretary-General in his report
submitted to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth ses
sion,153

Aware that a round-table conference of donors was held
in the Gambia in November 1984, with the assistance of
the United Nations Development Programme, to discuss
the country's development needs and to consider ways and
means of helping the Government in its efforts to meet
those needs, .

I. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;
2. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General

for the steps he has taken to mobilize assistance for the
Gambia;

3. Expresses its appreciation also to those States and
organizations that have provided assistance to the
Gambia;

4. Draws the attention of the international community
to the need for assistance for the projects and programmes
identified by the Secretary-General in his report;

5. Renews its urgent appeal to Member States, the spe
cialized agencies and other organizations of the United
Nations system, regional and interregional organizations
and other intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations, as well as international development and
financial institutions, to give generous assistance to the
Gambia, through bilateral or multilateral channels, and to
provide financial, technical and material assistance for the
implementation of the projects and programmes recom
mended by the Secretary-General in his report;

6. Urges donors, as appropriate, to provide financial
assistance to the Gambia to help meet the local counter
part costs of externally assisted projects, bearing in mind
that the Gambia is classified as a least developed drought
stricken country;

7. Urges Member States, organizations and pro
grammes of the United Nations sYlltem,regional and inter
regional bodies, financial and development institutions, as
well as intergovernmental aJid non-governmental organi
zations, to respond generously to the needs of the Gambia

153 A/39/392, para. 226.
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as discussed at the round-table conference of donors held
in that country in November 1984;

8. Invites the appropriate organizations and pro
grammes of the United Nations system - in particular the
United Nations Development Programme, the United
Nations Children's Fund, the World Food Programme, the
World Health Organization, the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, the International
Fund for Agricultural Development and the United
Nations Industrial Development Organization - to
increase their current and future programmes ofassistance
to the Gambia, to co-operate closely with the Secretary
General in organizing an effective international pro
gramme ofassistance and to report periodically to him on
the steps they have taken and the resources they have
made available to assist that country;

9. Invites also the United Nations Development Pro
gramme, the United Nations Children's FUnd, the World
Food Programme, the World Health Organization, the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,
the World Bank, the International Fund for Agricultural
Development and the United Nations Industrial Develop
ment Organization to bring to the attention of their gov
erning bodies, for their consideration, the special needs of
the Gambia and to report the decisions of those bodies to
the Secretary-General by 15 July 1986;

10. Requests the Secretary-General:
(a) To continue his efforts to mobilize the necessary

resources for an effective programme offinancial, technical
and material assistance to the Gambia;

(b) To keep the situation in the Gambia under constant
review, to maintain close contact with Member States, the
specialized agencies, regional and other intergovernmental
organizations and the international financial institutions
concerned and to apprise the Economic and Social Coun
cil, at its second regular session of 1986, ofthe status ofthe
special programme of economic assistance for the
Gambia;

(c) To report on the progress made in the economic sit
uation of the Gambia and in organizing and implementing
the special programme of economic assistance for that
country in time for the matter to be considered by the
General Assembly at its forty-first session.

120th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/225. Special economic assistance to Guinea
Bissau

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 35/95 of 5 December 1980, in

which it reiterated its appeal to the international commu
nity to continue to provide effective financial, material and
technical assistance to Guinea-Bissau to help it overcome
its financial and economic difficulties and to permit the
implementation of the projects and programmes recom
mended by the Secretary-General in his report submitted
pursuant to General Assembly resolution 341121 of 14
December 1979,154 '

Recalling also its resolutions 361217 of 17 December
1981 and 39/186 of 17 December 1984,

Noting, in particular, that Guinea-Bissau is one of the
least developed countries,

Noting with concern that Guinea-Bissau continues to
experience serious economic and financial difficulties, that
the gross national product ofGuinea-Bissau has decreased

154 A/3S/343.
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in real terms, that the balance-of-payments deficit con
tinues to rise, that the external debt is imposing a heavy
burden on the country's fragile economy and that the
budget deficit has also grown substantially,

Noting also that Guinea-Bissau continues to have prob
lems in supplying staple foodstuffs to satisfy the needs of
its p1)pulation,

Noting with satisfaction the main features of the first
four-year development plan (1983-1986) ofGuinea-Bissau
and the implementation of the 1983-1984 economic and
financiai stabilization programme,

Also noting with satisfaction the prospects for co-opera
tion stemming from the round-table conference of donors
for Guinea-Bissau, held at Lisbon in May 1984,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
on economic assistance to Guinea-Bissau,155

I. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for the steps he has taken to mobilize assistance for
Guinea-Bissau;

2. Draws the attention of the international community
to the assistance required for implementing the projects
and programmes submitted at the round-table conference;

3. Expresses its gratitude to the Member States and
international organizations concerned for the food aid gen
erously provided to Guinea-Bissau;

4. Expresses its gratitude to the States and organiza
tions that have responded to the appeal of Guinea-Bissau
and to the appeals of the Secretary-General by providing
assistance to Guinea-Bissau;

5. Renews its urgent appeal to Member States, regional
and interregional organizations and otller intergovern
mental and non-governmental organizations to continue
to provide financial, material and technical assistance to
Guinea-Bissau to help it overcome its economic and finan
cial difficulties and to permit the implementation of the
projects and programmes specified in its first four-year
development plan;

6. Urges Member States, United Nations bodies,
regional and interregional bodies and governmental finan
cing institutions to respond urgently to the needs of
Guinea-Bissau in accordance with the dialogue held
between Guinea-Bissau and its partners at the round-table
conference of donors;

7. Appeals to the international community to contrib
ute to the special account opened by the Secretary-General
at United Nations Headquarters, in accordance with Gen
eral Assembly resolution 32/100 of 13 December 1977, in
order to facilitate the payment of contributions for
Guinea-Bissau;

8. Invites the United Nations Development Pro
gramme, the United Nations Children's Fund, the World
Food Programme, the World Health Organization, the
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations,
the World Bank and the International Fund for
Agricultural Development to bring to the attention oftheir
governing bodies, for their consideration, the special ..and
pressing needs of Guinea-Bissau and to report the deci
sions taken in that connection to the Secretary-General;

9. Requests the specialized agencies and other United
NatiGns bodies to report periodically to the Secretary~Gen

eral on the steps they have taken and the resources they
have made available to assist Guinea-Bissau;

10. Requests the Secretary-General:
(a) To continue his efforts to mobilize the necessary

resources for an effective programme offinancial, tec~ni~
and material assistance to Guinea-Bissau; :

155 A/40/423.
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(b) To keep the situation in Guinea-Bissau under con
stant review, to maintain close contact with Member
States, specialized agencies, regional and other intergov
ernmental organizations and the financial institutions con
cerned, and to apprise the Economic and Social Council, at
its second regular session of 1986, of the status of the spe
cial programme ofeconomic assistance for Guinea-Bissau;

(c) To report to the General Assembly at its forty-first
session on the implementation of the present resolution.

120th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/226. Assistance to Cape Verde

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions on 3ssistance to Cape Verde, in
particular its resolution 39/189 of 17 December 1984, in
which the international community was requested to pro
vide an appropriate level ofresources for the implementa
tion of the programme of assistance for Cape Verde as
envisaged in the reports of the Secretary-General,156

Recalling United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development resolutions 142 (VI) and 138 (VI) of 2 July
198338 on the progress made in the implementation of the
Substantial New Programme of Action for the 1980s for
the Least Developed Countries,42 and on activities in the
field of island developing countries,

Noting that Cape Verde is one of the least developed
countries and a small archipelagic State, with a fragile and
open economy, aggravated by endemic and severe
drought,

Reiterating that increased substantial, continuous and
predictable assistance from the international community is
needed for the effective r.ompletion of the First National
Development Plan (1982-1985), which is still being imple
mented,

Gravely concerned at the critical food situation in Cape
Verde resulting from the failure ofSeasonal rains, the con
tinuing recurrence of drought and the spreading desertifi
cation,

.Recognizing the strenuous efforts deployed by the Gov
ernment and people of Cape Verde in the process of the
economic and social development of their country despite
existing constraints,

1. Takes note of the summary report of the Secretary
General; IS7

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for the efforts deployed in mobilizing resources for the
implementation of the programme of assistance for Cape
Verde;

3. Expresses its gratitude to States and to international,
regional and interregional organizations and other inter
governmental organizations for their contribution to the
programme of assistance for Cape Verde;

4. Reaffirms the need for all Governments and interna
tional organizations to implement their commitments
undertaken within the framework of the Substantial New
Programme of Action for the 1980s for th~· Least
Developed Countries, particularly those undertaken at the
rOWld·table conference of Cape Verde's partners in devel
opment, held at Praia in June 1982;

5. Urges Governments and international, regional and
interregional organizations and other intergovernmental
organizations to extend and intensify substantially their

156 Al33/167 and Corr.l; Al34/372 and Corr.1; Al3S/332 and Corr.l; AI
36/265; Al37/124; A/381216. sect. V; Al39/389.

assistance for the early implementation of the programme
of assistance for Cape Verde;

6. Invites the international community, in particular
donor countries, to take appropriate and urgent measures
to support the effective completion of the First National
Development Plan (1982-1985) of Cape Verde;

7. Calls upon the international community to continue
to contribute generously to all appeals for food and fodder
assistance made by the Government ofCape Verde, or on
its behalf by the specialized agencies and other organiza
tions of the United Nations system, to help it cope with
the critical S'"'Btion in the country;

8. Once again draws the attention of the international
community to the special account established at United
Nations Headquarters by the Secretary-General, in accord
ance with General Assembly resolution 32/99 of 13
December 1977, for the purpose of facilitating the chan
nelling of contributions to Cape Verde;

9. Invites the organs, organizations and bodies of the
United Nations system, in particular the United Nations
Children's Fund, the United Nations Conference on Trade
and Development, the United Nations Development Pro
gtamme, the United Nations Fund for Population Activ
ities, the World Food Programme, the Food and Agricul
ture Organization of the United Nations, the World
Health Organization, the World Bank, the International
Fund for Agricultural Development and the United
Nations Industrial Development Organization:

(a) To maintain and expand their programmes of
assistance for Cape Verde;

(b) To co-operate closely with the Secretary-General in
organizing and carrying out the special programme ofeco
nomic assistance for Cape Verde;

(c) To bring to the attention of their governing bodies,
for urgent consideration, the special needs ofCape Verde;

(d) To report the measures they have taken and the
resources they have made available, as well as the deci
sions of their governing bodies regarding assistance to
Cape Verde, to the Secretary-General by 15 July 1986;

10. Requests the Secretary-General:
(a) To continue his efforts·.to mobilize the necessary

resources for implementing the programme of develop
ment assistance for Cape Verde;

(b) To arrange for a review of the economic situation
in Cape Verde, in consultation with the Government of
Cape Verde, to report thereon to the Economic and Social
Council at its second regular session of 1986, and to make
a substantive report on the implementation of the special
programme of economic assistance for Cape Verde to be
considered by the General Assembly at its forty-first ses
sion.

120th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/127. Assistance to Djibouti
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 39/200 of 17 December 1984

and its previous resolutions OD assistance to Djibouti, in
which it drew the attention of the international commu
nity to the critical economic situation confronting Djibouti
and to the country's urgent need for assistance,

Deeply concerned at the lingering adverse effects of the
drought on the economic and social development of Dji-
bouti, •

157 Al40/44I. sect. 111.
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Bearing in mind its resolution 37/133 of 17 December
1982, in which it decided to include Djibouti in the list of
the least developed countries,

Having examined the summary report of the Secretary
General,IS8

Noting the critical economic situation of Djibouti and
the list of urgent alJd priority projects formulated by the
Government that require international assistance,

I. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for the steps he has taken to organize an international pro
gramme of economic assistance for Djibouti;

2. Notes with appreciation the assistance already pro
vided or pledged to Djibouti by Member States, organiza
tions of the United Nations system and other organiza
tions;
. 3. Draws the attention of the international community

to the difficult economic situation confronting Djibouti
and to the severe structural constraints to its development;

4. Renews its appeal to Member States, the appropriate
organs, organizations and programmes of the United
Nations system, regional and international organizations
and other intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations, as well· as international financial institu
tions, to provide assistance bilaterally and multilaterally,
as appropriate, to Djibouti in order to enable it to cope
with its difficult economic situation and to implement its
development strategies, including the programme ofassist
ance that was presented at the round-table conference of
development partners convened by the Government of
Djibouti in November 1983;

5. Requests the appropriate specialized agencies and
other organizations of the United Nations system to main
tain and increase their current and future programmes of
assistance to Djibouti, to co-operate closely with the Secre
tary-General in organizing an effective international pi "
gramme ofassistance and to report periodically to him o.
the steps they have taken and the resources they hI
made available to help that country;

6. Requests the Secretary-General:
(a) To continue his efforts to mobilize the necessary

resources for an effective programme offinancial, technical
and material assistance to Djibouti;

(b) To keep the situation in Djibouti under constant
review, to maintain close contact with Member States, the
specialized agencies, regional and other intergovernmental
organizations and the international financial institutions
con(".erned, and to apprise the Economic and Social Coun
cil, at its second regular session of 1986, of the current sta
tus of the special programme of economic assistance for
Djibouti;

(c) To report on the progress made in the economic ..;it
uation of Djibouti and in organizing and implementing the
special programme ofeconomic assistance for that country
in time for the matter to be considered by the General
Assembly at its forty-first session.

120th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/228. Assistance to the drought-stricken areas of
Ethiopia

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 39/20 I of 17 December 1984
and Economic and Social Council resolutions 1984/5 of 17

IS8 Ibid., sect. VI.
1S9 A/40/43 I.
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May 1984 and 1985/1 of 24 May 1985 on emergency
assistance to the drought victims in Ethiopia,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on
assistance to the drought-stricken areas of Etbiopia,159

Noting with appreciation the unprecedented effort made
by the Secretary-General to mobilize international human
itarian assistance for the drought victims in Ethiopia,

Notingfurther with satisfaction the able manner in which
the Office for Emergency Operations iD Africa has effec
tively handled its task ofco-ordination and the admirable
manner in which the organs and organizations of the
United Nations system, including the specialized agencies,
have ca..-ried out their roles,

Having heard the statement made by the Commissioner
for Reliefand Rehabilitation of Ethiopia on ! 2 November
1985160 concerning the current situation in the drought
stricken areas,

Aware that, despite adequate rain, the emergency situa
tion still exists in most parts of the country,

Recognizing that, owing to insufficient agricultural
input, full advantage could not be taken of the rain,

Convinced that long-term solutions are imperative in
dealing with the root causes of the tragic human drama
that has recently unfolded in the disaster-stricken &'eaS,

1. Commends the international community for its
co~passion, solidarity and generous response to the tragic
situation in Ethiopia;

2. Expresses its deep gratitude to all States, intergov
ernmental and non-governmental organizations and indi
viduals that have provided emergency humanitarian
assistance to Ethiopia;

3. Commends further the relentless efforts made by the
Secretary-General through the Office for Emergency Oper
ations in Africa, in particular those of the Assistant Secre
tary-General for Emergency Operations in Ethiopia, in
mobilizing and co-ordinating emergency humanitarian
assistance fer the drought victims in Ethiopia;

4. Appreciates fully the unprecedented role played by
the organizations and programmes of the United Nations
system - in particular, the Food and Agriculture Organi
zation of the United Nations, the World Food Pro
gramme, the United Nations Children's Fund, the Office
of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator, the
World Health Organization, the United Nations Develop
ment Programme, the World Bank and the International
Labour Organisation - which they have carried out in a
ooncerted and efficient manner to save the lives ofmillions
of people in Ethiopia;

5. Urges all Member States, organs and organizations
of the United Nations system, including the specialized
agencies, and non-governmental organizations to assist the
Government of Ethiopia in its efforts to provide for the
emergency needs of the drought victims and to deal with
the problem of medium-term and long-term recovery and
rehabilitation;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to continue his
efforts to mobilize international assistance for relief and
reh~bilitation, including assistance to the victims of
drought who want either to return to their villages oforigin
or to settle in areas less prone to drought, and to report to
the Economic and Social Council, at its first regular session
of 1986, on the response of the international community
to these efforts.

120th. plenary meeting
17 December 1985

160 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth 'Session. Second
Committee, 31st meeting. paras. 23-3;1.
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40/229. Assistance for the rtmnstruction and devel
opment of Lebanon

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 33/146 of 20 December 1978,
34/135 of 14 December 1979,35/85 of5 December 1980,
36/205 of 17 December 1981, 31/163 of 17 December
1982, 381220 of 20 December 198~ and 39/197 of 17
December 1984 on assistance for the reconstruction and
development of Lebanon,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolutions
1980/15 of 29 April 1980 and 1985/56 of 25 July 1985
and decisions 1983/112 of 17 May 1983 and 1984/174 of
26 July 1984,

Noting with deep concern the continuing heavy loss of
life and the additional destru!:tion ofproperty, which have
caused further extensive damage to the economic and
social structures of Lebanon,

Also noting with concern the serious economic situation
in Lebanon,

Welcoming the determined efforts ofthe Government of
Lebanon in undertaking it' reconstruction and rehabilita
tion programme,

Rea»irming the urgent need for further international
action to assist the Government ofLebanon in its continu
ing efforts for reconstruction and development,

Consid~ring that filling the vacant post of United
Nations Co-ordinator ofAssistance for the Reconstr.:ction
and Development of Lebanon would facilitate the normal
operations of international assistance to Lebanon,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General l6J

and of the statement made on 12 November 1985 by the
Under-Secretary-General for Political and General Assem
bly Affairs, 16~

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for his report and for the steps he has taken to mobilize
assistance to Lebanon;

2. Commends the Under-Secretary-General for Politi
cal and General Assembly Affairs for his co-ordination of
system-wide assistance for Lebanon, as well as the staffof
the Office of the United Nations Co-ordinator of Assist
ance for the Reconstruction and Development of Lebanon
for their invaluable efforts in the discharge of their duties;

3. Expresses its appreciation for the relentless efforts
undertaken by the Government of Lebanon in the imple
mentation of the initial phase of reconstruction of the
country, despite adverse circumstances, and for the steps it
has taken to remedy the economic situation;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to continue and
intensify his efforts to mobilize all possible assistance
within the United Nations system to help the Government
of Lebanon in its reconstruction and development efforts;

5. Invites the Secretary-General to consider arranging,
under the terms of resolution 33/146, for the United
Nations Co-ordinator ofAssistance for the Reconstruction
and Development of Lebanon to resume his functions in
Lebanon;

6. Requests the organs, organizations and bodie's of the
United Nations system to intensify their programmes of
assistance and to expand them in response to the needs of
Lebanon, and to take the necessary steps to ensure that
their offices in Beirut are adequately staffed at the senior
level;

161 A/40/434 and Add. I.
162 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Secofld

Comml/lee, 31 st meeting. paras. 34-41.

7. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the
Genoral Assembly at its forty-first session on the progress
achieved in the implementation of the present resolution.

120th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/230. Assistance to Madagascar

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 39/191 of 17 December 1984 on
assistance to Madagascar,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution
1984/3 of 11 May 1984 on measures to be taken following
the cyclones and floods in Madagascar in December 1983
and January and April 1984,

Concerned by the fact that the damage caused by these
natural disasters is hampering the development efforts of
that country,

Bearing in mind the special economic assistance pro
gramme prepared by the inter-agency mission which vis
ited Madagascar from 24 May to 5 June 1984,163

.Taking note of the report i)f the Secretary-General,l64
Noting the efforts of the people and Government of

Madagascar to deal with the emergency and to initiate a
reconstruction and rehabilitation programme,

Noting also the emergency reliefand assistance provided
by several States, international and regional organizations,
specialized agencies and voluntary agencies,

Reaffirming the need for concerted international action
to assist the people and Government of Madagascar in
carrying out the reconstruction and rehabilitation of the
stricken regions and sectors,

I. Expresses its gratitude to the States, programmes
and organizations of the United Nations system and to
other organizations, intergovernmental, non-govern
mental and voluntary, which provided assistance to Mada
gascar;

2. Urges all States to p-.J.rticipate or continue to partici
pate generously through bilateral or multilateral channels
in projects or programmes for the reconstruction and reha
bilitation of Madagascar;

3. Requests the international and regional organiza
tions, the specialized agencies and voluntary agencies to
continue and increase their assistance in response to the
reconstruction, rehabilitation and development needs of
Madagascar;

4. Invites the programmes and organizations of the
United Nations system, in particular the United Nations
Development Programme, the World Bank, the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the Inter
national Fund for Agricultural Development, the United
Nations Industrial Development Organization, and all
other international and regional financial institutions con
cerned, to give sympathetic and urgent consideration to
requests for assistance submitted by the Government of
Madagascar under its reconstruction, rehabilitation and
development programmes;

5. Requests the Secretary-General:
(a) To continue his efforts, in collaboration with the

programmes and organizations of the United Nations sys
tem, to mobilize the resources needed for implementing
the reconstruction, rehabilitation and development pro
grammes of Madagascar,

163 A/39/404, annex.
164 A/40/439, sect. III.P.
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(b) To keep the question of assistance for the recon
struction and rehabilitation ofMadagascar under constant
review;

6. Further requests the Secretary-General to apprise
the Economic and Social Council, at its second regular ses
sion of 1986, of the progress made in the implementation
of the present resolution and to report thereon to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session.

120th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/231. Long-term and effective solution of the prob
lems caused by natural disasters in Ban
gladesh

The General Assembly,
Aware of the grave devastation and substantial loss of

life and property caused by the cyclone that struck large
areas of Bangladesh on 25 May 1985,

Having heard the statement made on 12 November
1985 by the represenbltive of Bangladesh,165 in which he
enumerated the enormous losses suffered by Bangladesh in
the cyclone as well as the adverse consequences of recur
ring natural disasters, particularly cyclones, tidal waves
and floods, for the economic development of that country,

Concerned about the serious damage to infrastructure
caused by such natUltal disasters, which has a farureaching
impact on the implementation of the national develop
ment plan in that country,

Considering that Bangladesh is one of the least
developed countries, and that its situation has been wors
ened by the frequent recurrence of natural disasters having
devastating consequences,

Aware that the coastal areas of Bangladesh are particu
I~r~y vulnerable to natural calamity resulting in
widespread human and material loss,

Recognizing the relief and rehabilitation efforts of the
Government of Bangladesh to alleviate the s~erings of
disaster victims, and its programmes for a more perma
nent solution,

Noting with appreciation the support and solidarity dis
played by the countries of the South Asian region in assist
ing Bangladesh in the immediate aftermath of the cyclone
of 2S May 1985,

Recognizing that natural disasters constitute a develop
ment problem of great magnitude, the solution of which
calls for substantial resources, requiring national efforts to
be supplemented by international financial and technical
assistance,

Aware that considerable expertise and technical capabil
ities are available within the organizations of the United
Nations system and other multilateral organizations to
strengthen the preparedness and prevention capability of
disaster-prone countries through the promotion of a long
term and effective solution of the problems caused by nat
ural disasters,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the internlltional com
munity for its interest in and support to Bangladesh in its
relief, rehabilitation and reconstruction efforts following
the natural disaster;

2. Also expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-Gen
eral for the suppo; 'ovided by him, particularly through
the Office of the U llited Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordi-

1650lJicial Records of the General Assembly, Fonieth Session. Second
Committee, 32nd meeting, paras. 14-16.

;66 A/39/382.

nator and other operational agencies ofthe United Natiot\s
system in Bangladesh;

3. Appeals to all Member States, specialized agencies,
and other organs and bodies ofthe United Nations system,
as well as international economic and financial institu
tions, to respond urgently and generously to assist Ban
gladesh in its plans and programmes to secure a long-term
and effective solution of the problems caused by natural
disasters;

4. Requests the relevant organs, organizations and
bodies of the United Nations system and other multilat
eral organizations to take appropriate measures to provide
assistance to Bangladesh for disaster preparedness and pre
vention programmes, taking into account the existing co
ordinated efforts of Member States;

5. Requests the Office of the United Nations Disaster
Relief Co-ordinator to assist, in co-operation with other
relevant agencies, the Government of Bangladesh in pre
paring a time-bound plan in this regard;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session on the progress
made in the implementation of the present resolution.

120th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/232. Assistance to Mozambique

The General Assembly,
Recalling Security Council resolution 386 (1976) of 17

March 1976, in which the Council appealed to all States to
provide financial, technical and material assistance to
enable Mozambique to carry out its economic develop
ment programme, and requested the Secretary-General, in
collaboration with the appropriate organizations of the
United Nations system, to organize, with immediate
effect, such assistance,

Recallingfurther its resolution 39/199 of 17 December
1984 and its earlier resolutions, in which it urged the inter
national community to respond effectively and generously
with assistance to Mozambique,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral,166 submitted pursuant to its resolution 38/208, to
which was annexed the report of the mission to
Mozambique,

Deeply concernedat the loss of life an"': the destruction of
essential infrastructures such as roads, railways, bridges,
petroleum facilities, electricity supply, schools and hospi
tals, as identified in the reports ofthe Secretary-General,167

Further concerned about the present difficult economic
situation of Mozambique, as illustrated in the summary
report of the Secretary-General, submitted pursuant to its
resolution 39/199;68

Noting with deep concern that Mozambique has con
tinued to suffer from a prolonged drought causing heavy
losses in human lives, food production and livestock and
resulting in dislocation of its affected people,

Also noting with deep concern the extensive damage
caused :by the cyclone "Demoina" at the end of January
1984,

Noting that Mozambique faces an emergency food situa
tion ofan exceptional scale and needs imports of 638,000
tonnes of cereals in 1985/1986 to meet its food require
ments, according to government estimates,

167 A/38/201-ElI983/69 and Corr.1 and 2, annex I. sect. E; A/381216.
sect. XIII; A/39/382.

168 A!40/44I, sect. XI.
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Recognizing that substantial international assistance is
required for the implementation of a number of recon
struction and development projects,

1. Strongly endorses the appeals made by the Security
Council and the Secretary-General for international assist
ance to Mozambique;

2. Expresses its appreciation to· the Secretary-General
for the measures he has taken to organize an international
economic assistance programme for Mozambique;

3. Also expresses its appreciation for the assistance pro
vided to Mozambique by various States and regional and
international organizations and humanitarian institutions;

4. Regrets, however, that the total assistance provided
to date falls far short of Mozambique's pressing needs;

5. Appeals to the international community to provide
adequate food aid to Mozambique to prevent further star
vation and malnutrition;

6. Draws the attention of t.lte international community
to the two areas for immediate action - the supply of
crude oil and petroleum products and the supply of basic
inputs and consumer goods for the agricultural sector 
that are critical for the functioning of the economy;

7. Also draws the attention of the international com
munity to the additional financial, economic and material
assistance identified in the annex to the report ofthe Secre
tary-General l66 as urgently required by Mozambique;

8. Calls upon Member States, regional and inter
regional organizations and other governmental and non
governmental organizations to provide financial, material
and technical assistance to Mozambique, wherever pos
sible in the form ofgrants, and urges them to give priority
to the inclusion of Mozambique in their programmes of
development assistance;

9. Urges Member States and organizations that are
already implementing or negotiating assistance pro
grammes for Mozambique to strengthen them;

10. Strongly appeals to the international community to
contribute to the special account·for Mozambique estab
lished by the Secretary-General for the purpose of facilita
ting the channelling of contributions to Mozambique;

11. Invites the appropriate organizations and pro
grammes of the United Nations system-in particular the
United Nations Development Programme, the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the Inter
national Fund for Agricultural Development, the World
Food Programme, the World Health Organization, the
United Nations Children's Fund, the United Nations
Fund for Population Activities and the United Nations
Industrial Development Organization-to maintain and
increase their current and future programmes ofassistance
to Mozambique, to co-operate closely with the Secretary
General in organizing an effective international pro
gramme ofassistance and to report periodically to him on
the steps they have taken and the resources they have
made available to help that country;

12. Requests the Secretary-General:
(a) To continue his efforts to mobilize the necessary

financial, technical and material assistan~ to
Mozambique; .,./

(b) To keep the situation in Mozambique under oon
stant review, to maintain close contact with Member
States, the specialized agencies, regional and other inter
governmental organizations, international financial insti
tutions and other bodies concerned, and to apprise the
Economic and Social Council, at its second regular session

169 See Official Records o/the Economic and Social Council, 1985. Supple
ment No. 9 (Ell 985129), para. 115.

170 A/40/44 I, sect. XV.

of 1986, of the current status of the special programme of
economic assistance for Mozambique;

(c) To prepare, on the basis of sustained consultations
with the Government of Mozambique, a report on the
development ofthe economic situation and the implemen
tation of the special programme ofeconomic assistance for
that country in time for the matter to be considered by the
General Assembly at its forty-first session.

120th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/233. Economic assistance to Vanuatu

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 39/198 of 17 December 1984 on

economic assistance to Vanuatu, in which it requested the
Secretary-General to continue his efforts to mobilize the
necessary resources for an effective programme of finan
cial, technical and material assistance to Vanuatu,

Recalling also its resolutions 31/156 of 21 December
1976,32/185 of 19 December 1977,34/205 of 19 Decem
ber 1979, 35/61 of 5 December 1980, 37/206 of 20
December 1982 and 39/212 of 18 December 1984,
relating to the special needs and problems of island devel
oping countries,

Noting the difficult problems faced by island developing
countries, owing mainly to their smallness, remoteness,
constraints in transport, great distances from market
centres, highly limited internal markets, lack of natural
resources, heavy dependence on a few commodities,
shortage of administrative personnel and heavy financial
burdens,

Taking into account the fact that Vanuatu is an island
developing country, that it is a geographically remote
archipelago with a small population, that it has demo-

.graphic disadvantages, that its dependence on imports is
overwhelming and that it has a scarcity ofadequate trans
portation and communications links, all of which pose
special development problems, making the provision of
services difficult and entailing very high overhead costs,

Noting that the Committee· for Development Planning.
as stated in its report on its twenty-first and resumed
twenty-first sessions, of which the Economic and Social
Council took note in its decision 1985/182 of 25 July
1985, reached the conclusion that Vanuatu qualified for
inclusion in the list of the least developed countries on the
basis of the existing criteria and in the light ofthe available
data, 169

Notingfurther the damage caused by two major cyclones
in January 1985 and the resulting additional constraints
on the economic development ofVanuatu,

I. Calls the attention of the international community
to the summary report of the Secretary-General;170

2. Also calls the attention of the international commu
nity to the projects listed in the report of the Secretary
General to the General Assembly at its thirty-ninth ses
sion,17I endorsed by the Assembly in resolution 39/198,
which still require funding;

3. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for the steps he has taken to mobilize assistance for
Vanuatu;

4. Also expresses its appreciation to those States and
organizations which have provided assistan~ to that
country;

171 A/39/388, annex.
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5. Further calls the attention of the international com
munity to the special problems confronting Vanuatu as an
island developing country with a small but rapidly growing
and unevenly distributed population, a severe shortage of
development capital and declining budgetary support from
present donors;

6. Invites the appropriate organizations and pro
grammes of the United Nations system to maintain and
expand their current and future programmes of assistance
to Vanuatu, to co-operate closely with the Secretary-Gen
eral in organizing an effective international programme of
assistance and to report periodically to him on the steps
they have taken and the resources they have made avail
able to help that country;

7. Also invites the Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific, the United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development, the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization, the United Nations Chil
dren's Fund, the United Nations Fund for Population
Activities, the United Nations Development Programme,
the World Food Programme, the International Labour
Organisation, the Food and Agriculture Organization of
the United Nations, the United Nations Educational, Sci
entific and Cultural Organization, the International Civil
Aviation Organization, the World Health Organization,
the World Bank, the International Telecommunication
Union, the World Meteorological Organization, the Inter
national Maritime Organization and the International
Fund for Agricultural Development to bring to the atten
tion of their governing bodies, for their consideration, the
special needs of Vanuatu and to report the decisions of
those bodies to the Secretary-General by IS July 1986;

8. Decides to include Vanuatu in the list of the least
developed countries;

9. Requests the Administrator of the United Nations
Development Programme, in the light of the above deci
sion and the desire of the Government of Vanuatu to
oJ."glPlize a round-table conference ofdonors, to give all the
necessary assistance to Vanuatu for the preparation and
organization of that conference;

10. Requests the Secretary-General:
(a) To continue his efforts to mobilize the necessary

resources for an effective programme offinancial, technical
and material assistance to Vanuatu;

(b) To keep the situation in Vanuatu under constant
review, to maintain close contact with Member States,
regional and other intergovernmental organizations, the
specialized agencies and the international financial institu
tions concerned, and to apprise the Economic and Social
Council, at its second regular session of 1986, of the cur
rent status of the special programme of economic assist
ance for Vanuatu;

(c) To report on the progress made in the economic sit
uation in Vanuatu and in organizing international assist
ance for that country in time for the matter to be consid
ered by the General Assembly at its forty-first session.

120th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/234. Assistance to Nicaragua

The General Assembly,
Reca//ingits resolutions 34/8 of25 October 1979, 35/84

of 5 December 1980, 36/213 of 17 December 1981, 37/
157 of 17 December 1982, 38/223 of 20 December 1983

172 A/40/436.

and 391204 of 17 December 1984 concerning assistance
for the reconstruction of Nicaragua,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on
assistance to Nicaragua,172

Noting with satisfaction the support that Member States,
the specialized agencies and other organizations of the
United Nations system have given to the efforts of the
Government of Nicaragua for the reconstruction of the
country,

Bearing in mind that, in recent years, the Nicaraguan
economy has been adversely affected by various events
and natural disasters, such as drought, the intense rains
and floods of 1982 and a sequence of natural disasters in
June, July, October and November 1985,

Considering that, despite the efforts of the Government
and people of Nicaragua, the economic situation has not
returned to normal and continues to worsen, .

Deeply concerned that Nicaragua is experiencing serious
economic difficulties directly affecting its development
efforts,

I. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for his efforts regarding assistance to Nicaragua;

2. Expresses its appreciation also to the States and
organizations that have provided assistance to Nicaragua;

3. Urges all Governments to continue contributing to
the reconstruction and development of Nicaragua;

4. Invites the organizations of the United Nations sys
tem to continue and to increase their assistance in this
endeavour;

S. Recommends that Nicaragua should continue to
receive treatment appropriate to the special needs of the
country until the economic situation returns to normal;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session on the progress
made in the implementation of the present resolution.

120th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/235. Special economic assistance to Guinea
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 39/202 of 17 December 1984, in

which it appealed to the international community to con
tribute generously, through bilateral and multilateral chan
nels, to the reconstruction, rehabilitation and development
of Guinea,

Noting that the persistence of unfavourable climatic
conditions in the northern part of the country has led to
enormous losses in crop and livestock production,

Deeply concerned by the fact that Guinea continues to
suffer serious economic and financial difficulties arising
from a marked balance-of-payments deficit, onerous
external debt charges and the massive return of formerly
exiled persons,

Taking into consideration the objectives of Guinea's
Interim Programme of National Rehabilitation for the
period· 1985-1987, whose implementation continues to be
hampered by the lack of necessary resourCes,

Noting with satisfaction the considerable efforts made by
the Government and people ofGuinea to ensure the coun
try's reconstruction, rehabilitation and development, des
pite existing constraints,

Noting that the Government ofGuinea, in collaboration
with the United Nations Development Programme, the
World Bank, the International Monetary Fund and other
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international agencies concerned, is preparing a conference
of donors for Guinea, which will be organized as soon as
possible,

Considering that Guinea is one of the least developed
countries,

Noting the statement made by the Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs and International Co-operation of the
Republic ofGuinea on 4 October 1985,173 in which he des
cribed his country's economic problems,

Having considered the summary report of the Secretary
General,174

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for his report and for the steps he has taken to mobilize
assistance to Guinea;

2. Expresses its gratitude to the States and organiza
tions that have provided assistance to that country;

3. Again appeals to the international community,
including the specialized agencies and other United
Nations bodies and organizations, to contribute gener
ously, through bilateral or multilateral channels, to Guin
ea's economic and social development;

4. Invites all States and relevant organizations of the
United Nations system to provide the Government of
Guinea with all possible assistance with a view to meeting
the population's critical humanitarian needs and to furnish
it, as appropriate, with foed, medicaments and essential
hospital and school equipment;

5. Also invites the United Nations Development Pro
gramme, the United Nations Children's Fund, the World
Food Programme, the United Nations Educational, Scien
tific and Cultural Organization, the United Nations Indus
trial Development Organization, the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the United Nations, the World Ban~. and
the International Fund for Agricultural Development to
intensify and expand their assistance programmes in order
to meet the needs of Guinea;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to continue and
intensify his efforts to mobilize all possible assistance
within the framework of the United Nations system in
order to assist the Government of Guinea in its rehabilita
tion and development efforts;

7. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the
Economic and Social Council, at its second regular session

173 See Of/il:ial Records ofthe General Assembly. Fonieth Session. Plenary
Meetings. 23rd meeting.

of 1986, and to the General Assembly, at its forty-first ses
sion, on the progress achieved in the implementation of
the present resolution.

120th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

40/236. Special programmes of economic assistance

The General Assembly,

Reqffirming the need for the intemational community to
respond to the needs of countries facing special economic
problems,

Recognizing that, owing to their diverse nature, those
problems require special and prompt responses,

Recognizing also the need for an adequate response by
the international community to the specific measures iden
tified in the special programmes ofeconomic assistance, as
well as the need for enhanced co-ordination within the
Ur.;ted Nations system in that regard,

Taking into account the views expressed in the Second
Committee on the rationalization of the work of the Com
mittee,

l. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session, through the Econo
mic and Social Council at its second regular session of
1986, on ways and means of enhancing efficiency and
effectiveness in the implementation of decisions taken by
intergovernmental bodies regarding the special pro
grammes of economic assistance, including the mobiliza
tion of the resources necessary for the implementation of
those programmes, taking into account available informa
tion provided by Governments and the related activities

. undef"..aken by the bodies of the United Nations system;

2. Also ieqik-sts the Secretary-General to include in his
report recommendations regarding the consideration of
special programmes of economic assistance in the appro
priate intergovernmental bodies.

120th plenary meeting
17 December 1985

174 A/40/44I. sect. IX.
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40/16 Opportunities f:>r youth (A/40/855) ...........•....•••.....•.....•••• 89 18 November 1985 193

40/17 Channels of communication between the United Nations and youth and
youth organizations (A/40/856) .................................... 95 18 November 1985 193

40/22 Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination (A/40/861) .. 88 29 November 1985 194

40/23 National experience in achieving far-reaching social and economic changes
for the purpose of social progress (A/40/879) ........................ 91 29 November 1985 195

40/24 Universal realization of the right of peoples to self-determination (A/40/863) 93 29 November 1985 ~96

40/25 Importance ofthe universal realization of the right of peoples to self-determi-
nation and ofthe speedy granting ofindependence to colonial countries and
peoples for the effective guarantee and observance of human rights (Al401
863) ........................................................... 93 29 November 1985 196

40/26 Status of the Intemational Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination (A/40/914) .•.............................. ,. 94(b) 29 November 1985 199
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rural areas (Al40/1008) ........................................... 92 13 December 1985 223

40/107 Expression of appreciation to the Government and people of Kenya on the 40/143
occasion of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achieve- 40/144
ments of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development
and Peace (Al4i0/l008) ............................•...•••.•....•. 92(b) 13 December 1985 223

40/145
40/108 Implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advance-

40/146ment of Women (Al4O/1008) ...................................... 92(b) 13 December 1985 223

40/109 Elimination of all forms of religious intolerar,ce (Al40/968) ..........•... 101 13 December 1985 226 40/147

40/110 Implications of scientific and technological developments for human rights 40/148

(Al4O/969) • ...................•.•...•........................... 102 13 December 1985 227

40/111 Human rights and use of scientific and technological developments (Al40/
40/149969) ............................................................ 102 13 December 1985 227

40/112 Human rights and scientific and technological developments (Al40/969) ... 102 13 December 1985 228

40/113 Question ofa convention on the rights of the child (Al40/97 I) ........... 103 13 December 1985 228

40/114 Indivisibility and interdependence of economic, social, cultural, civil and 40/14.political rights (Al40/983) . ........•.....•......................•.. 104 13 December 1985 229

40/115 Internationai Covenants on Human Rights (Al40/983) .................. 104 13 December 1985 230

40/116 Reporting obligations of States parties to United Nations conventions on The (
human rights (Al40/983) . .....••......................•........... 100(c) 13 December 1985 231 Con/ere

40/117 Second International Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa (Al40/ Reeo
934) .................•......................................... 105(b) 13 December 1985 232 ticipati(

40/118 Report of the United Nlitions High Commissioner for Refugees (Al4O/934) 105(a) 13 December 1985 233 the vah
tors of~

40/119 Expression of appreciation to the United Nations High Commissioner for concern
Refugees (Al40/934) ............................................. 105 13 December 1985 234 which'

40/120 Preparation of a draft convention against illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and Youth
psychotropic substances (Al4O/984) ....... .......................... 106 13 December 1985 234 CQns

40/121 International campaign against traffic in drugs (Al40/984) ...•.........•. 106 13 December 1985 236 the id~

40/122 International Conference on Drug Abuse and Drug Trafficking (Al40/984) • 106 13 December 1985 237 mental

40/123 National institutions for the protection and promotion of human rights (AI objectiv

40/970) ........................................................ 107 13 December 1985 238 Conv'
40/124 Alternative approaches and ways and means within the United Nations sys- ute its

tem for improving the effective enjoyment ofhuman rights and fundamen- task of
tal freedoms (Al4O/970) .......................................... 107 13 December 1985 239 the Cha

40/125 Development of public information activities in the field ofhuman rights (AI right to

40/970) ........................................................ 107 13 December 1985 241 respect 1
affairs (

40/126 New international humanitarian order (Al4O/IOO6) ..................... 108 13 December 1985 241 advance:
40/127 United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture (Al40/982) ....... 144 13 December 1985 242 internat
40/128 Su.tus of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or national

Degrading Treatment or Punishment (Al40/982) ..........•....•..•.. 144 13 December 1985 242 objectiv

40/129 Strategy and policies for drug control (Al40/1007) .......... ',' .......... 12 13 December 1985 242 Develol

40/130 Measures to improve the situation and ensure the human rights and dignity of
Reeo~

all migrant workers (Al40/1007) ................................... 12 13 December 1985 243 bodies,
sions in

40/131 United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations (Al40/1007) .. 12 13 December 1985 243 ofyoutl
40/132 Assistance to refugees in Somalia (Al4O/1007) ......................... 12 13 Decemh--er 1985 244 more at
40/133 Assistance to displaced persons in Ethiopia (Al40/1007) ................. 12 13 December 1985 244 today, t

40/134 Humanitarian assistance to refugees in Djibouti (N40/1007) ............. 12 13 December 1985 245
for the

Convl
40/135 Situation of refugees in the Sudan (Al40/1007) ......................... 12 13 December 1985 245 1985 0
40/136 Emergency assistance to retumees and displaced persons in Chad (Al40/ "Partici

1007) .......................................................... 12 13 December 1985 246 ~d s~gJ
40/137 Question of human rights and fundamental freedoms in Afghanistan (Al4O/ Sltuatlo

1007) .......................................................... 12 13 December 1985 246 for incl'
youth

.'.
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40/138 Assistance to student refugees in southern Mrica (A/40/1007) ...... '" ... 12 13 December 1985 247

40/139 Situation of human rights and fundamental fteedoms in El Salvador (A/40/
1007) .......................................................... 12 13 December 1985 248

40/140 Situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms in Guatemala (A/40/
1007) .......................................................... 12 13 December 1985 249

40/141 Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic ofIran (A/40/1007) ..... 12 13 December 1985 250

40/142 Status of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment·of the Crime of
Genocide (A/40/1007) ............................................ 12 13 December 1985 251

40/143 Summary or arbitrary executions (A/40/1007) ......................... 12 13 December 1985 251

40/144 Declaration on the human rights of individuals who are not nationals of the
country in which they live (A/40/1007) ............................. 12 13 December 1985 252

40/145 Situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms in Chile (A/40/1007). 12 13 December 1985 253

40/146 Human rights in the administration of justice (A/40/ I007) ............... 12 13 December 1985 254

40/147 Question of enforced or involuntary disappearances (A/40/1007) .......... 12 13 December 1985 155

40/148 Measures to be taken against Nazi, Fascist and neo-Fascist activities and all
other forms of totalitarian ideologies and practices based on racial intoler-
ance, hatred and terror (A/40/1007) ................................ 12 13 December 1985 256

40/149 Human rights and mass exoduses (A/40/1007) ......................... 12 13 December 1985 257

40/14. Intemational Youth Year: Participation,
Development, Peace

The General Assembly, acting as United Nations World
Conference for the International Youth Year,2

Recognizing the profound importance of the direct par
ticipation of youth in shaping the future of mankind and
the valuable contribution that youth can make in all sec
tors ofsociety, as well as its willingness to express its ideas
concerning the building ofa better and more just world in
which it can attain the objectives of the International
Youth Year: Participation, Development, Peace,

CQnsidering it necessary to disseminate among youth
the ideals of peace, respect for human rights and funda
mental freedoms, human solidarity and dedication to the
objectives of progress and development,

Convinced that youth should be encouraged to contrib
ute its energies, enthusiasm and creative abilities to the
task of nation-building, the observance of the principles of
the Charter of the United Nations, the realization of the
right to self-determination and national independence, the
respect for sovereignty and non-interference in the internal
affairs of each State, the economic, social and cultural
advancement of peoples, the implementation of a new
international economic order and the promotion of inter
national co-operation and understanding to achieve the
objectives of the International Youth Year: Participation,
Development, Peace,

Recognizing the important role of United Nations
bodies, the specialized agencies and the regional commis
sions in promoting international co-operation in the field
ofyouth and recognizing that they should continue to give
more attention to the role of young people in the world of
today, to their ideas and initiatives and to their demands
for the world oftomorrow,

Convinced that the preparation for and observance in
1985 of the International Youth Year with the motto
"Participation, Development, Peace" have offered a useful
and significant opportunity for drawing attention to the
situation and the specific needs and aspirations of youth,
for increasing co-operation at all levels in dealing with
youth issues, for undertaking concerted action pro-

2See sect. I, footnote 10.

grammes in favour ofyouth and for improving the partici
pation of young people in the study, decision-making pro
cesses and resolution of major national, regional and
international problems,

Bearing in mind that the International Youth Year has
served to mobilize efforts at the local, national, regional
and international levels in order to promote the best edu
cational, professional and living conditions for young
people, to ensure their active participation in the overall
development of society and to encourage their participa
tion in the preparation of new national and local policies
and programmes in accordance with the experience, condi
tions and priorities of each country,

Conscious that the International Youth Year has con
tributed to strengthening the rights, the ability and the
willingness of young people to participate in all activities
relevant to them and to promote their own interests,

Commending the organizers of international youth con
ferences and festivals and other specific activities devoted
to the International Youth Year for the results of those
events inspired by the motto of the International Youth
Year, "Participation, Development, Peace",

Noting with satisfaction the outcome of the World
Congress on Youth, held at Barcelona, Spain, from 8 to 15
July 1985 under the auspices of the United Nations Edu
cational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,3

Mindful that national committees or other mechanisms
to facilitate the planning, implementation and co-ordina
tion of the activities related to the preparation for and
observance of the International Youth Year have been
established in a majority of States,

Convinced that the timely and signifi~t impetus gener
ated by the activities of the International Youth Year
should be maintained and reinforced with appropriate
follow-up action at all levels,

Expressing its appreciation to the Advisory Committee
for the International Youth Year and to the United
Nations Secretariat for their important contribution to the
whole process of preparation and observance of the Inter
national Youth Year,

3See A/401768. annex.
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Having considered the report of the Advisory Commit
tee for the International Youth Year on its fourth session,
held at Vienna from 25 March to 3 April 1985,4

Having considered also the repor of the Secretary-Gen
eral on the implementation of the guidelines and addi
tional guidelines for the improvemem: ofchannels ofcom
munication between the United Nations and youth and
youth organizations,s

1. Endorses the guidelines for further planning and
suitable follow-up in the field of youth as contained in the
report of the Advisory Committee for the International
Youth Year on its fourth session;"

2. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit the
guidelines for further planning and suitable follow-up in
the field of youth to all States, United Nations bodies, the
specialized agencies and regional commissions, as well as
to other international organizations concerned;

3. Calls upon all States, all United Nations bodies, the
specialized agencies, regional commissions and intergov
ernmental and non-governmental organizations con
cerned, in particular youth organizations, to exert all pos
sible efforts for the implementation of the guidelines for
further planning and suitable follow-up in the field of
youth, in accordance with their experience, conditions and
priorities;

4. Urges all States to make every effort to consolidate
and build further on the results of the International Youth
Year;

5. Considers that, as the case may be, the continuing of
national committees and other appropriate co-ordination
measures at the national level devoted to the International
Youth Year could be usefully considered, and notes with
satisfaction the intention of national committees in many
countries to ensure a proper follow-up, including adequate
funding and the integration of the results of the Year into
future activities and policies in order to continue to pursue
the objectives of the International Youth Year: Participa-
tion, Development, Peace; '.

6. Requests the appropriate United Nations bodies and
the specialized agencies to consider taking up in their pro
grammes every year one or more specific youth-related
projects to be elaborated in close co-operation with non
governmental youth organizations on such themes as com
munication, housing, culture, youth employment and edu
cation;

7. Recommends that the Secretary-General keep under
review the youth element in the programmes of appropri
ate United Nations bodies and the specialized agencif:s;

8. Requests the Commission for Social Development
to examine, on a regular basis, specific youth issues, in
keeping with the objectives of the International Youth
Year: Participation, Development, Peace;

9. Stresses again the importance of the active and
direct participation of youth and youth organizations in
the activities organized at the local, national, regional and
international levels in the field of youth;

10. Emphasizes the importance of improving the
active use of the channels of communication between ,the
United Nations system and youth organizations, at both
the national and international levels;

11. Invites Governments again to consider the regular
inclusion of youth representatives in their national delega
tions to the General Assembly and other relevant United
Nations meetings;

4 A!401256. annex.
5 A!40/63 I.

12. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session an item entitled "Policies and pro
grammes involving young people: Participation, Develop
ment, Peace" and to evaluate, in this framework, the
results of the International Youth Year on the basis of a
report of the Secretary-General.

80th plenary meeting
18 November 1985

40/15. Efforts and measures for securing the imple
mentation and the enjoyment by youth of
human rights, particularly the right to educa
tion and to work

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 36/29 of 13 November 1981,
37/49 of3 December 1982, 38123 of 22 November 1983
and 39123 of 23 November 1984, in which it, inter alia,
recognized the need to adopt appropriate measures for
securing the implementation and the enjoyment by youth
of human rights, particularly the right to education and to
work,

Recalling also its resolution 34/151 of 17 December
1979, by which it decided to designate 1985 as Interna
tional Youth Year: Participation, Development, Peace,

Convinced that it is necessary to ensure full enjoyment
by youth of the rights stipulated in the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights,6 the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights' and the Interna
tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,' with spe
cial regard to the right to education and to work,

Aware of the fact that insufficient education and the
unemployment ofyoung people limit their ability to parti
.cipate in the development process, and, in this regard,
emphasizing the importance of secondary and higher edu
cation for young people, as well as access for them to
appropriate technical and vocational guidance and training
programmes,

Expressing its serious interest in consolidating and
building further on the results of the International Youth
Year in order to contribute, inter alia, to the increasing
participation of young people in the socio-economic life of
their country,

I. Cails upon all States, all governmental and non-gov
ernmental organizations and the interested bodies of the
United Nations and the specialized agencies to pay contin
uous attention, in further planning and suitable follow-up
in the field of youth, to the implementation of General
Assembly resolutions 36129, 37/49, 38123 and 39123
relating to efforts and measures aimed at the promotion of
human rights and their enjoyment by youth, particularly
the right to education and vocational training and to work,
with a view to resolving the problem of unemployment
among youth;

2. Requests the Commission for Social Development,
in examining specific youth issues, to pay adequate atten
tion to the enjoyment by youth of human rights, particu
larly the right to education and to work;

3. Invites national organs of co-ordination or organs
implementing policies and programmes in the field of
youth to give appropriate priority in the activities to be
undertaken after the International Youth Year: Participa
tion, Development, Peace io the implementation and the

6Resolution 217 A (Ill).
'See resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
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enjoyment by youth of human rights, particularly the right
to education and to work.

80th plenary meeting
18 November 1985

40/16. Opportunities for youth
The General Assembly,
Mindful of the need to secure the employment of youth,

which is a concern of global character,
Seriously concerned about the wid:espread lack of sati~

factory integration of young people mto the workplace m
many countries,

Aware that the solid educational and vocational back
ground of young people is of paramount importance in
their aspirations to enter professional life, .

Noting that many youn~ people, having fini~he<! co.m
pulsory or primary education, do not enter any mstitutl~n

of higher education or vocational training, or, after~
ning such education or training, are unable to complete It,
and find it increasingly difficult to be suitably employed,

Seriously concerned that in a number of developing
countries, particularly ih the least devel~ped ones, .a ~ub

stantial part of the school-age population has a limited
possibility of receiving any kind of education, especially
among the poor in both rural and urban areas,

Bearing in mind that in ~any deve~oping co~tries the
widespread lack ofOpportUDlty to receive appropnate edu
cation and training thus remains a serious impedi~ent t.o
the participation ofyouth in the development ~fthe1T SOCI
eties and to the attainment of the goals set out m the Inter
national Development Strategy for the Third United
Nations Development Decade,S

Recognizing that greater awareness should be brought
about by Governments and in the economic sectors in
order to accord the highest priority to the elimination of
youth unemployment where it exists,

Further recognizing that industrialization shoul~ duly
take into account the :equirements of the promotion of
employment, especially for youth,

Taking note of the intention of the ~overn!Dentof Aus
tria to organize and act as host to an IOternational sympo
sium of experts on the questions referred to below, to be
held at Vienna in the spring of 1987,

Recalling the results and achievements of the Intern~

tional Youth Year: Participation, Development, Peace, m
particular the guidelines for further planning and suitable
follow-up in the field ofyouth,5

I. Calls upon Member States to lend increased atten
tion to programmes to combat illiteracy and to young
people who, after having finish.ed comp.ulsory or pT!-mary
education do not enter institutions of higIxer education or
vocationai training, or who, after beginning such education
or training, are unable to complete it;

2. Invites Member States to consider steps to enable
more young people to begin and complete higher educa
tion or vocational training;

3. Urges Member States t~ dedicate, wh.enever pos
sible, more resources, through mcreased technical co-oper
ation activities to narrowing the gap between demand for
and supply of ~ducationalan~ trainin~opport1;1nities at all
levels in developing countnes, particularly 10 the least
developed ones, and thus to contribute to th~ ~chievement
ofgreater equality ofemployment opportunities for young
people in those countries;

8 Resolution 35156, annex.
9 A/40/64-ElI98515.

4 Calls upon Member States to promote a better
aw~nessof the need to preserve, whenever possible, and
to increase work opportunities for young people of both
sexes, with particular emphasis on equal opportunities for
girls and young women;

5. Recommends to Member States that they should
promote initiatives whereby new demands, fields or types
of occupation are explored, including the fields of protec
tion of the environment, agro-industries and other natural
resource-based industries, new technologies as well as
"alternative employment opportunities";

6 Invites Member States to examine more closely the
con~equences that the introduction of new technologies in
developed and developing countries alike may have with
regard to the number of work opportunities, especially. for
young people, and to find ways to offSI : any p?ssIble
adverse consequences, ensuring that such technolqgxes are
only introduced in a socially compatible manner;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to include in his
report on the implementa~on of the long-te~ plan of
action on youth, to be submItted to the General Assembly
at its forty-second session, a detailed analysis of the results
of the symposium to be held at Vienna.

80th plenary meeting
18 November 1985

40/17. Channels of communication between the
United Nations and youth and youth organi
zations

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 32/135 of 16 December 1977
and 36/17 of 9 November 1981, in which it adopted
guidelines for the improvement of the channels ofcommu
nication between the United Nations and youth and youth
organizations, and also recalling its resolution 39/24 of 23
November 1984,

Bearing in mind the importance ofthe existence ofeffec
tive channels of communication between the United
Nations and youth and youth organizations as a necessary
instrument for the information of young people and thelT
participation in the work of the Unite~ Nations ~ud the
specialized agencies at the national, regxonal and mterna
tionallevels and also for informing the United Nations of
the problem~ facing youth with a view to finding solutions
to" such problems,

Taking note with appreciation of the reports of the Sec
retary-General on the implementation of the guidelines
and additional guidelines for the improvement ofchannels
ofcommunication between the United Nations and youth
and youth organizations5and on the situation of youth in
the 1980s,9

Taking note ofthe report of the Advisory Committee for
the International Youth Year on its fourth session, held at
Vienna from 25 March to 3 April 1985,4

Taking note further of the outcome of the youth confer
ences and meetings held during 1985 in observance of the
International Youth Year: Participation, Development,
Peace,1O

Convinced that the effective and proper functioning of
the channels of communication between the United
Nations and youth and youth organizations forms a bas.ic
prerequisite for the active involvement of young people 10
the work of the United Nations,

10 See Al40110 \.
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Convinced further that the participation of youth repre
sentatives from Member States in international confer
ences and meetings dealing with youth-related issues can
enhance and strengthen the channels of communication
through the discussion of such issues, with a view to
finding solutions to problems confronting youth in the
contemporary world,

1. Calls upon Member States, United Nations bodies,
the specialized agencies and other governmental and inter
governmental organizations to implement fully the guide
lines relating to the channels of communication adopted
by the General Assembly in its resolutions 32/135 and 36/
17, not only in general terms but also by concrete meas
ures reflecting the issues of importance to young people;

2. Invites the Secretary-General to continue his efforts
to make use of, further improve and, if possible, extend
the existing channels of communication between the
United Nations and youth and youth organizations;

3. Calls upon national youth mechanisms that have
been set up by youth and youth organizations at the
national, regional and interregional levels to continue to
act as chaL1lels of communication between the United
Nations and youth and youth organizations, and, where
such mechanisms do not exist, recommends that national
co-ordinating committees of the International Youth Year
should continue to act as channels of communication;

4. Takes note of the recommendations on the channels
ofcommunication between the United Nations and youtlb.
and youth organizations, as contained in the report of the
Secretary-General;s

5. Decides to consider at its forty-first session the item
entitled ",Policies and programmes relating to youth", on
the basis of a report of the Secretary-General.

80th plenary meeting
18 November 1985

40/22. Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial
Discrimination

The General Assembly,
_Reaffirming its objective contained in the Charter of the

United Nations to achieve international co-operation in
solving international problems ofan economic, social, cul
tural or humanitarian character, and in promoting and
encouraging respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, lan
guage or religion,

Reaffirming its firm determination and its commitment
to eradicate totally and unconditionally racism in all its
forms, racial discrimination and apartheid,

Recalling the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,6
the International Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination, II the International Con
vention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime
ofApartheirJ!2 and the Convention against Discrimination
in Education adopted by the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization on 14 December
1960,13

Recalling also its resolution 3057 (XXVIII) ofl 2
November 1973, on the first Decade for Action to Combat
Racism and Racial Discrimination, and its resolution 38/
14 of 22 November 1983, on the Second Decade to
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination,

I1 Resolution 2106 A (XX), annex.
12 Resolution 3068 (XXVIII), annex.
13 United Nations Educational, Scientific ar,d Cultural Organization,

Records of/he General Conference. Eleventh Session. Resolutions, p. 119.
14 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.83.XIV.4 and corrigelldum.

Recallingfurtherthe two World Conferences to Combat
Racism and Racial Discrimination, held at Geneva in
1973 and 1983, respectively,

Taking note once again of the Report of the Second
World Conference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimi
nation,14

Convinced that the Second World Conference repre
sented a positive contribution by the international com
munity towards attaining the objectives of the Decade,
through its adoption of a Declaration and an operational
Programme of Action1S for the Second Decade to Combat
Racism and Racial Discrimination,

Noting with concern that, despite the efforts of the inter
national community, the principal objectives of the first
Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrim
ination were not attained and that millions of human
beings continue to this day to be the victims of varied
forms of racism, racial discrimination and apartheid,

Recalling its resolution 39/16 of 23 November 1984,
Emphasizing the necessity of attaining the objectives of

the Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Dis
crimination,

Convinced of the need to take more effective and sus
tained international measures for the elimination of all
forms of racism and racial discrimination and the total
eradication of apartheid in South Africa,

I. Resolves once again that all forms of racism and
racial discrimination, particularly in their institutionalized
form, such as apartheid, or resulting from official doctrines
of racial superiority or exclusivity, are among the most
serious violations of human rights in the contemporary
world and must be combated by all available means;

2. Appeals to the international community, in general,
and the United Nations, in particular, to continue to give
lhe highest priority to programmes for combating racism,
racial discrimination and apartheid, and to intensify its
own efforts, during the Second Decade to Combat Racism
and Racial Discrimination, to provide assistance and relief
tu the victims of racism and all forms of racial discrimina
tion and apartheid, especially in South Africa and
Namibia and in occupied territories and territories under
alien domination;

3. Appeals to all Govern.ments and to international
and non-governmental organizations to increase and
intensify their activitifts to combat racism, racial discrimi
nation and apartheid and to provide relief and assistance
to the victims of these evils;

4. Appeals to all Governments, organizations and indi
viduals in a position to do so to contribute generously to
the Trust Fund for the Programme for the Decade for
Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination so
as to enable the Secretary-General to implement the vari
ous programme elements outlined in his report Oil the plan
of al;tivities for 1985-1989;16

5. Takes note with appreciation of the reports of the
Secretary-General containing information on the activities
of Governments, specialized agencies, regional intergov
ernmental organizations and non-governmental organiza
tions, as well as United Nations organs, to give effe<..1 to the
Programme of Action for the Second Decade to Combat
Racism and Racial Discrimination; 17

6. Acknowledges the progress made in preparing the
study on the effects of racial discrimination in the field of

IS Ibid., chap. 11.
16 A/39/1 67-EI I984/33 and Add. I and 2.
17 A/40/416 and El1985/16 and Add. I.
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education, training and employment as it affects the child
ren of minorities, in particular those of migrant workers, 18

authorizes the Secretary-General to solicit relevant infor
mation and views from Governments, specialized agen
cies, regional intergovernmental organizations and non
governmental organizations in consultative status with the
Economic and Social Council and requests him to submit
the final study to the General Assembly at its forty-first
session;

7. Congratulates the Secretary-General on the organi
zation of the Round Table on International Legal Issues
relating to Apartheid, Racism and Racial Discrimination,
held at The Hague from 4 to 6 September 1985;

8. Expresses its satisfaction at the convening of the
Seminar on Community Relations Commissions and
Their Functions, held at Geneva from 9 to 20 September
1985, and invites the Secretary-General to disseminate the
report of the Seminar widely;

9. Reiterates its invitation to the Secretary-General to
proceed with the implementation of the activities outlined
in his report on the plan ofactivities for 1985-1989 and to
submit to the General Assembly at its forty-first session
the study on the role of private group action to combat
racism and racial discrimination and to the Assembly at
its forty-third session the global compilation of national
legislation against racial discrimination;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare and
issue as soon as possible a collection of model legislation
for the guidance of Governments in the enactment of fur
ther legislation against racial discrimination;

11. Invites the Secretary-General to organize in New
York in 1987 a training course for legislative draftsmen
with the aim offocusing on the preparation of national leg
islation against racism and racial discrimination;

12. Invites the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization to expedite the preparation of
teaching materials and teaching aids to promote teaching,
training and educational activities on human rights and
against racism and racial discrimination, with particular
emphasis on activities at the primary and secondary levels
of education;

13. Requests the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities of the Com
mission on Human Rights to consider the possihle need
for updating the study on racial discrimination;19

14. Authorizes the Secretary-General to organize in
1988 a global consultation on racial discrimination involv
ing representatives of the United Nations system, regional
intergovernmental organizations and interested non-gov
ernmental organizations in consultative status with the
Economic artd Social Council, to focus on the co-ordina
tion of international activities to combat racism and racial
discrimination;

15. Welcomes Economic and Social Council decision
1985/141 of 30 May 1985, by which the Council author
ized the organization in 1986 in Africa of a seminar on
international assistance and support to peoples and move
ments struggling against colonialism, racism, racial dis
crimination and apartheid, and requests that the report
thereon be made available to the General Assembly at its
forty-first session;

16. Invites the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session on the implementa
tion of the present resolution;

18 A140/694 and Add. I.
19 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.76.XIV.2.
20 Resolution 2542 (XXIV).

17. Requests the Economic and Social Council, during
the period of the Second Decade, to submit an annual
report to the General Assembly, containing, inter alia:

(a) An enumeration of the activities undertaken or
conten'plated to achieve the objectives of the Semnd Dec
ade, including the activities of Governments, United
Nations bodies, the specialized agencies and other interna
tional and regional organizations, as well as bon-govern
mental organizations;

(b) A review and appraisal of those activities;
(c) Its suggestions and recommendations;
18. Decides that the item entitled "Implementation of

the Programme of Action for the Second Decade to
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination" should be on
its agenda throughout the Second Decade and should be
considered as a matter of the highest priority at its forty
first session.

96th plenary meeting
29 November 1985

40/23. National experience in achieving far-reaching
social and economic changes for the purpose
of social progress

The General Assembly,
Guided by the desire to promote a higher standard of

life, full employment and conditions for economic and
social progress and development,

Bearing in mind the Declaration on Social Progress and
Development,20

Mindful of the provisions of the Declaration and the
Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New
International Economic Order,21 as well as the Charter of
Economic Rights and Duties of States,22

Noting Economic and Social Council resolutions 1581 A
(L)of21 May 1971, 1667 (LIl)ofl June 1972 and 1746
(LIV) of 16 May 1973 concerning the importance of fun
damental structural socio-economic changes for the
strengthening of national independence and the achieve
ment of the ultimate goals of social progress,

Recalling its resolutions 3273 (XXIX) of 10 December
1974,31/38 of30 November 1976,36/19 of9 November
1981 and 38/25 of 22 November 1983, in which it
reaffirmed the importance for every State to exercise its
inalienable right to carry out fundamental social and eco
nomic changes for the purpose of social progress and the
necessity of studying national experience in this field,

Desirous of securing a speedy and complete removal of
all obstacles to the economic and social progress of
peoples, especially colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism,
racial discrimination, apartheid, military, political and
economic intervention and pressure, foreign aggression
and occupation or alien domination, as well as all forms of
inequality and exploitation of peoples,

Convinced that peaceful coexistence and co-operation
among States, as well as effective measures in the field of
disarmament, create favourable international conditions
for the socio-economic development of all countries, in
particular developing countries,

Considering that the exchange of national experience in
achieving far-reaching social and economic changes for the
purpose of social progress would contribute to the imple
mentation. of the International Development Strategy for
the Third United Nations Development Decade,S

21 Resolutions 320 I (5-VI) and 3202 (5.VI).
22 Resolution 3281 (XXIX).
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Reaffirming the sovereign and inalienable right of all
peoples freely to determine their political status and freely
to pursue their economic, social and cultural development,

I. Takes note ofthe report of the Secretary-General on
national experience in achieving far-reaching social and
economic changes for the purpose of social progress;23

2. Calls upon all States to give special attention in their
national development plans and programmes to the social
aspects ofdevelopment with a view to increasing the well
being of the population on the basis of its full participation
in the process ofdevelopment and a fair distribution of the
benefits therefrom;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to proceed with the
implementation of Economic and Social Council resolu
tion 1985/32 of 29 May 1985, paying special attention to
paragraphs 3 and 5 thereof;

4. Further requests the Secretary-General to make
arrangements for holding in 1986 the interregional semi
nar called for in paragraph 3 of General Assembly resolu
tion 38/25, within the resources allotted to the programme
for sectoral and regional advisory services;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-second session the item entitled "National experi
ence in achieving far-reaching social and economic
changes for the purpose of social progress".

96th plenary meeting
29 November 1985

40/24. Universal realization of the right of peoples
to self-determination

The General Assembly,
Reaffirming the importance, for the effective guarantee

and observance of human rights, of the universal realiza
tion of the right of peoples to self-determination enshrined
in the Charter of the United Nations and embodied in the
International Covenants on Human Rights,24 as well as in
the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colo
nial Countries and Peoples contained in General Assembly
resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960,

Welcoming the progressive exercise of the right to self
determination by peoples under colonial, foreign or alien
occupation and their emergence into sovereign statehood
and independence,

Deeply concernedat the continuation of acts or threat::; of
foreign military intervention and occupation that are
threatening to suppress, or have already suppressed, the
right to self-determination ofan increasing number of sov
ereign peoples and nations,

Expressing grave concern that, as a consequence of the
persistence of such actions, millions of people have been
and are being uprooted from their homes as refugees and
displaced persons, and emphasizing the urgent need for
concerted international action to alleviate their condition,

Recalling the relevant resolutions regarding the viola
tion of the right of peoples to self-determinatk:l and other
human rights as a result of foreign military intervention,
aggression and occupation, adopted by the Commission ~n

Human Rights at its thirty-sixth,25 thirty-seventh,26 thirty
eighth,27 thirty-ninth,28 fortieth29 and forty-first30 sessions,

23 A140/65.ElI98517 and Add. I.
24 Resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex.
25 See Official Records ofthe Economic and Social Council. 1980, Supple

ment No. J (ElI980/13 and Corr.I), chap. XXVI, sect. A.
26 Ibid., 198/. Supplement No. 5 (ElI981/25 and Corr.l), chap. XXVIII,

sect. A.
27 Ibid., 1982. Supplement No. 2 (ElI982/12 and Corr.I), chap. XXVI,

sect.A. .

Reiterating its resolutions 35/35 B of 14 November
1980,36/10 of 28 October 1981, 37/42 of 3 December
1982, 38/16 of 22 November 1983 and 39/18 of 23
November 1984,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,31
l. Reaffirms that the universal realization of the right

of all peoples, including those under colonial, foreign and
alien domination, to self-determination is a fundamental
condition for the effective guarantee and observance of
human rights and for the preservation and promotion of
such rights;

2. Declares its firm opposition to acts of foreign mili
tary intervention, aggression and occupation, since these
have resulted in the suppression of the right of peoples to
self-determination and other human rights in certain parts
of the world;

3. Calls upon those States responsible to cease imme
diately their military intervention and occupation of for
eign countries and territories and all acts ofrepression, dis
crimination, exploitation and maltreatment, particularly
the brutal and inhuman methods reportedly employed for
the execution of these acts against the peoples concerned;

4. Deplores the plight of the millions of refugees and
displaced persons who have been uprooted by the afore
mentioned acts and reaffirms their right to return to their
homes voluntarily in safety and honour;

5. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to con
tinue. to give special attention to the violation of human
rights, especially the right to self-determination, resulting
from foreign military intervention, aggression or occupa
tion;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to report on this
issue to the General Assembly at its forty-first session
under the item entitled "Importance of the universal reali
zation of the right of peoples to self-determination and of
the speedy granting of independence to colonial countries
and peoples for the effective guarantee and observance of
human rights".

96th plenary meeting
29 November 1985

40125. Importance of the eniversal realization of the
right of peoples to self-determination and of
the speedy granting of independence to colo
nial countries and ~t)ples for the effective
guarantee and observance of human rights

The General Assembly,
Reaffirming its faith in the importance of the implemen

tation of the Declaration on the Granting ofIndependence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples contained in its resolu
tion 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960,

Reaffirming the importance of the universal realization
of the right of peoples to self-determination, national sov
ereignty and territorial integrity and of the speedy granting
nf independence to colonial countries and peoples as
imperatives for the full enjoyment of all human rights,

Reaffirming the obligation ofall Member States to com
ply with the principles of the Charter of the United
Nations and the resolutions of the United Nations regard-

28Ibid., 1983. Supplemelil No. 3 (ElI983/13 and Carr.I), chap. XXVII.
sect. A.

29 Ibid., 1984. Supplement No. 4 (ElI984/14 and Corr.!), chap. 11, sect. A.
30 Ibid.. 1985. Supplement No. 2 (Ell 985122), chap. 11, sect. A.
31 Al40/465 and Add. I and 2.
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out by that regime in violation of the sovereignty, airspace
and territorial integrity of Angola, in particular the armed
invasion of Angola on 28 September 1985,

Recalling Security Council resolutions 527 (1982) of 15
December 1982 and 535 (1983) of 29 June 1983 on
Lesotho, and Council resolutions 568 (1985) of 21 June
1985 and 572 (1985) of 30 September 1985 on Botswana,

Reaffirming the national unity and territorial integrity of
the Comoros,

Recalling the Political Declaration adopted by the First
Conference of Heads of State and Government of the
Organization of African Unity and the League of Arab
States, held at Cairo from 7 to 9 March 1977,36

Recallingfurther its relevant resolutions on the question
of Palestine, in particular resolutions 3236 (XXIX) and
3237 (XXIX) of22 November 1974, 36/120 of 10 Decem
ber 1981, ES-7/6 of 19 August 1982,37/86 of 10 Decem
ber 1982, 38/58 of 13 December 1983 and 39/49 D of 11
December 1984,

Recalling the Geneva Declaration on Palestine and the
Programme of Action for the Achievement of Palestinian
Rights, adopted by the International Conference on the
Question of Palestine,37

Considering that the denial of the inalienable rights of
the Palestinian people to self-determination, sovereignty,
independence IUld return to Palestine and the repeated acts
ofaggression by Israel against the people ofthe region con
stitute a serious threat to international peace and security,

Deeply shocked and alarmed at the deplorable conse
quences of the Israeli invasion ofLebanon and recalling all
the relevant resolutions of the Security Council, in particu
lar resolutions 508 (1982) of 5 June 1982, 509 (l98~) of6
June 1982, 520 (1982) of 17 September 1982 and 521
(1982) of 19 September 1982,

1. Calls upon all States to implement fully and faith
fully all the resolutions of the United Nations regarding
the exercise ofthe right to self-determination and indepen
dence by peoples under colonial and foreign domination;

2. Reaffirms the legitimacy of the struggle of peoples
for their independence, territorial integrity, national unity
and liberation from colonial domination, apartheid and
foreign occupation by all available means, including
armed struggle;

3. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the Namibian
people, the Palestinian people and all peoples under for
eign and colonial domination to self-determination,
national independence, territorial integrity, national unity
an'd sovereignty without foreign interference;

4. Strongly condemns those Governments that do not
recognize the right to self-determination and independence
of all peoples still under colonial domination and alien
subjugation, notably the peoples of Africa and the Pales
tinian people;

5. Calls for the full and immediate implementation of
the declarations and programmes of action on Namibia
and on Palestine adopted by the international conferences
on those questions;

6. Reaffirms its vigorous condemnation of the con
tinued illegal occupation of Namibia by 'South Africa;

7. Condemns the racist regime of South Africa for its
installation of a so-called "interim administration" at
Windhoek and declares that action to be illegal, null and
void;

ing the exercise of the right to self-determination by
peoples under colonial and foreign domination,

Recalling its resolution 2649 (XXV) of 30 November
1970 and all resolutions on this question,

Recalling also its resolution 1514 (XV) and all resolu
tions concerning the implementation ofthe Declaration on
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Coootries and
Peoples,

Recalling further its resolutions 3103 (XXVIII) of 12
December 1973,3314 (XXIX) of 14 December 1974 and
38/137 of 19 December 1983, as well as Security Council
resolutions 405 (1977) of 14 Apri11977, 419 (1977) of 24
November 1977, 496 (1981) of 15 December 1981 and
507 (1982) of 28 May 1982, in which the United Nations
condemned the recruiting and the use of mercenaries, in
particular against developing countries and nationalliber
ation movements,

Recalling further its resolutions or.\ the question of
Namibia, in particular resolution ES-812 of 14 September
1981, and Security Council resolutions 532 (1983) of 31
May 1983,539 (1983) of 28 October 1983 and 566 (1985)
of 19 June 1985,

Recalling the Paris Declaration on Namibia and the
Programme of Action oh Namibia, adopted by the Inter
national Conference in Support of th.e Struggle of the
Namibian People for Independence,32

Bearing in mind the outcome of the International Con
ference on the Alliance between South Africa and Israel,
held at Vienna from II to 13 July 1983,33

Welcoming the holding at Tunis from 7 to 9 August
1984 of the Conference of Arab Solidarity with the
Struggle for Liberation in Southern Africa,3'~

Recalling resolutions CM/Res.1002 (XLII) on South
Africa and CM/Res.1003 (XLII) on Namibia adopted by
the Council of Ministers of the Organization of African
Uniiy at its forty-second ordinary session, held at Addis
Ababa from 10 to 17 July 1985,35

Reaffirming that the system ofapartheid imposed on the
South African people constitutes a violation of the funda
mental rights of that people, a crime against humanity and
a constant threat to international peace and security,

Gravely concerned at the continuation ofthe illegal occu
pation of Namibia by South Africa and the continued vio
lations of the human rights of the people in the Territory
and of the other peoples still under colonial domination
and alien subjugation,

Expressing its profound indignation at and its preOCC'-l
pation with the brutal repression that followed the imposi
tion of the so-cailed "new constitution" and the state of
emergency by the apartheid regime ofSouth Africa in defi
ance of world public opinion,

Reaffirming its resolution 39/2 of 28 September 1984
and recalling Security Council resolution 554 (1984) of 17
August 1984, which rejected the so-called "new constitu
tion" as null and void, and Council resolution 569 (1985)
of 14 August 1985,

Deeply concerned at the continued terrorist acts of
aggression committed by the Pretoria regimt: against inde
pendent African States in the region,

Deeply indignant at the continued occupation of part of
the territory of Angola by the trwps of the racist regim~ of
South Africa and the persistent, hostile and unprovoked
acts of aggression and sustained armed invasions carried

32 See Report ofthe International Conference in Support ofthe Struggle of
the Namibian People for Independence. Paris. 25-29 April 1983 (AI
CONF.120/13), part three.

33 See Al38/311-S/15883, annex.
34 See Al39/450-S/16726.
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8. Further condemns the policy of "bantustanization"
and reiterates its support for the oppressed people ofSouth
Africa in its just and legitimate struggle against the racist
minority regime of Pretoria;

9. Reaffirms its rejection of the so-called "new consti
tution" as null and void and reiterates that peace in South
Africa can only be guaranteed by the establishment of
majority rule through the full and free exercise of adult
suffi"age by all the people in a united and undivided South
Africa;

10. Strongly condemns the wanton killing of peaceful
and defenceless demonstrators and workers on strike, as
well as the arbitrary arrests of the leaders and activists of
the United Democratic Front, National Forum, trade
unions and other mass organizations, and demands their
immediate and unconditional release, in particular that of
Nelson Mandela and Zephania Mothopeng;

11. Strongly condemns South Africa for the imposition
of the state of emergency under its repugnant Internal
Security Act and calls for the immediate lifting ofthe state
ofemergency, as well as the repeal of the Internal Security
Act;

12. Condemns South Africa for its incfeasing oppres
sion of the Namibian people, for the massive militariza
tion ofNamibia and for its armed attacks launched against
the States in the region in oroer to destabilize them politi
cally and to sabotage and destroy their economies;

13. Strongly condemns the establishment and use of
armed terrorist groups by South Africa with a view to pit
ting them against the national liberation movements and
destabilizing the legitimate Governments of southern
Africa;

14. Strongly condemns the repeated acts of aggression
and the continued occupation of parts of southern Angola
and demands the immediate and unconditional with
drawal ofthe South African troops from Angolan territory;

15. Strongly condemns the persistent, hostile and
unprovoked acts of aggression and sustained armed inva
sions carried out by the racist regime of South Africa in
violation of the sovereignty, airspace and territorial integ
rity of Angola, in pLrt.,icmar the CltUiOO invasion of Afigoia
on 28 September 1985;

16. Strongly reaffirms its solidarity with the indepen
dent African countries and national lilYtration movements
that are victims of murderous acts of aggression and
destabilization by the racist regime of Pretoria, and calls
upon the international community to render increased
assistance and support to those countries in order to
enable them to strengthen their defence capacity, defend
their sovereignty and territorial integrity and peacefully
rebuild and develop;

17. Reaffirms that the practice of using mercenaries
against sovereign States and national liberation move
ments constitutes a criminal act and calls upon the Gov
ernments ofall countries to enact legislation declaring the
recruitment, financing and training of mefcenaries in their
territories and the transit of mefcenaries through their ter
ritories to be punishable offences, and prohibiting their
nationals from serving as mefcenaries, and to report on
such legislation to the Secretary-General;

18. Strongly condemns the continued violations of the
human rights of the peoples still under colonial domina
tion and alien sUQjugation, the continuation of the illegal
occupation of Namibia, South Africa's attempts to dis
member its Territory, the perpetuation ofthe racist minor-

38 Report of the International Conference on Sanctions against South
Africa. Paris. 20-27 May 1981 (AlCONF.107/8). sect. X.

ity regime in southern Africa and the denial to the Pales
tinian people of their inalienable national rights;

19. Further strongly condemns the racist regime ofPre
toria for its acts of destabilization, armed aggression and
economic blockade against Lesotho and strongly urges the
international community to extend maximum assistance
to Lesotho to enable it to fulfil its international humanita
rian obligations towards refugees and to use its influence
on the racist regime so that it would desist from its terror·
ist acts against Lesotho;

20. Strongly condemns the unprovoked and unwar
ranted military attack on the capital of Botswana and
demands that the racist regime pay full and adequate com
pensation to Botswana for the loss of life and damage to
property;

21. Denounces the collusion between Israel and South
Africa and expresses support for the Declaration of the
International Conference on the Alliance between South
Africa and Israel;33

22. Strongly condemns the policy of those Western
States, Israel and other States whose political, economic,
military, nuclear, strategic, cultural and sports relations
with the racist minority regime of South Africa encourage
that regime to persist in its suppression of the aspirations
of peoples to self-detennination and independence;

23. Again demands the immediate application of the
mandatory arms embargo against South Africa, imposed
under Security Council resolution 418 (1977) of 4
November 1977, by all countries and more particularly by
those countries that maintain military and nuclear co
operation with the racist Pretoria regime and continue to
supply it with related materiel;

24. Calls for the full implementation of the provisions
of the Paris Declaration on Sanctions against South Africa
and the Special Declaration on Namibia adopted by the
International Conference on Sanctions against South
Africa,38 held under the auspices of the United Nations
and the Organization of African Unity;

25. Demands once again the immediate in: ...iementa
tion of its resolution ES-8/2 on the question of Namibia;

26. Reaffirms all relevant resolutions adopted by the
Organization of African Unity and the United Nations on
the question of Westem Sahara, including General Assem
bly resolution 39/40 of 5 December 1984, and calls upon
the current Chairman of the Organization ofAfrican Unity
and the Secretary-General of the United Nations to con
tinue their efforts to find a just and lasting solution to this
matter,

27. Urges all States, the specialized agencies, compe
tent organizations of the United Nations system and other
international organizations to extend their support to the
Narnibian people through its sole and legitimate represen
tativ.e, the South West Africa People's Organization, in its
struggle to gain its right to self-detennination and indepen
dence in accordance with the Charter of the United
Nations;

28. Notes the contacts between the Government of the
Comoros and the Government of France in the search for
a just solution to the problem of the integration of the
Comorian island of Mayotte into the Comoros, in accord-

I ance with the resolutions of the Organization £)f African
Unity and the United Nations on the question;

29. Calls for a substantial increase in all fonns of
assistance given by all States, United Nations organs, the
specialized agencies and non-governmental organizations
to the victims of racism, racial discrimination fuld' apart-
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heid through their national liberation movements recog
nized by the Organization of African Unity;

30. Demands the immediate release of women and
children detained in Namibia and South Africa;

31. Strongly condemns the constant and deliberate
violations of the fundamental rights of the Palestinian
people, as well as the expansionist activities ofIsrael in the
Middle East, which constitute an obstacle to the achieve
ment of self-determination and independence by the
Palestinian people and a threat to peace and stability in the
region;

32. Demands the immediate and unconditional release
of all persons detained or imprisoned as a result of their
struggle for self-determination and independence, full
respect for their fundamental individual rights and com
pliance with article 5 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights,6 under which no one shall be subjected to
torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment;

33. Urges all States, the specialized agencies, compe
tent organizations of the United Nations system and other
international organizations to extend their support to the
Palestinian people through its sole and legitimate represen
tative, the Palestine Liberation Organization, in its
struggle to regain its right 'to self-determination and inde
pendence in accordance with the Charter;

34. Expresses its appreciation for the material and
other forms of assistance that peoples under colonial rule
continue to receive from Governments, organizations of
the United Nations system and intergovernmental organi
zations, and calls for a substantial increase in this assist
ance;

35. Urges all States, the specialized agencies and other
competent organizations of the United Nations system to
do their utmost to ensure the full implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples and to intensify their efforts to sup
port peoples under colonial, foreign and racist domination
in ~eir just struggle for self-determination and indepen
dence;

36. Requests the Secretary-General to give'maximum
publicity to the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and to give the
widest possible publicity to the struggle of oppressed
peoples for the achievement of their self-determination
and national independence and to report periodically to
the General Assembly on his activities in this regard;

37. Decides to consider this item again at its forty-first
session on the ba'lis of the reports that Governments,
organizations of the United Nations system and intergov
ernmental and non-governmental organizations have been
requested to submit concerning the strengthening ofassist
ance to colonial territories and' peoples.

96th plenary meeting
29 November 1985

40/26. Status of the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimi
nation

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 3057 (XXVIII) of 2 November
1973,3135 (XXVIII) of 14 December 1973, 3225 (XXIX)
of6 November 1974, 338 I (XXX) of IQ November 1975,
31/79 of 13 December 1976, 32/II of7 November 1977,
33/101 of 16 December 1978, 34/26 of 15 November
1979, 35/38 of 25 November 1980, 36/1 I of 28 October

39 A!40/607.
40 See resolution 38/14.

1981,37/45 of3 December 1982, 38/18 of 22 November
1983 and 39120 of 23 November 1984,

Expressing its satisfaction with the entry into force, on 3
December 1982, of the competence of the Committee on
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, under article 14
of the International Convention on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimination,11 to accept and to exam
ine communications from persons or groups of persons,
and with the tact that since that date more States parties
have made the declaration provided for in that article,

I. Takes note of the report of the s..ocretary-General on
the status of the International Convention on the Elimina
tion of All Forms of Racial Discrimination;39

2. Expresses its satisfaction at the number of States
that have ratified the Convention or acceded thereto;

3. Reaffirms once again its conviction that ratification
ofor accession to the Convention on a universal basis and
implementation ofits provisions are necessary for the real
ization of the objectives of the Second Decade to Combat
Racism and Racial Discrimination;4O

4. Requests those States that have not yet become par
ties to the Convention to ratify it or accede thereto;

5. Calls upon States parties to the Convention to con
sider the possibility ofmaking the declaration provided for
in article 14 of the Convention;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to sub
mit to the General Assembly annual reports concerning
the status ofthe Convention, in accordance with Assembly
resolution 2106 A (XX) of21 December 1965.

96th plenary meeting
29 November 1985

40/27. Status of the International Convention on the
Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of
Apartheid

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 3068 (XXVIII) of 30 November
1973, by which it adopted and opened for signature and
ratification the International Convention on the Suppres
sion and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid, and its
subsequent resolutions on the status of the Convention,

Reaffirming its conviction that apartheid constitutes a
total negation of the purposes and principles of the Charter
of the United Nations, a gross violation of human rights
and a crime against humanity, seriously threatening inter
national peace and security,

Taking note ofthe finding of the Group of Three of the
Commission on Human Rights, established in accordance
with article IX of the Convention, that the crime of apart
heid is a form of the crime ofgenocide,41

Strongly condemning South Africa's continued policy of
apartheid and its continued illegal occupation of Namibia,
as well as its recent acts of aggression against Angola and
other African States,

Alarmed by the aggravation of the situation in South
Africa, in particular the further escalation of ruthless
repression by the Fascist-like apartheid regime, including
the use of the armed forces against the opposing people
and the imposition of virtual martial-law conditions
intended to facilitate the brutal oppression of the black
population,

Condem"ing the continued collaboration of certain
States and transnational corporations with the racist
regime of South Africa in the poEtical, economic, military

41 See ElCN.4/1985127, sect. V
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and other fields as an encouragement to the intensification
of its odious policy of apartheid,

Firmly convinced that the legitimate strugg!e of the
oppressed peoples in southern Africa against apa1?heid,
racism and colonialism and for the effective exemse of
their inalienable right to self-determination and indepen
dence demands more than ever all necessary support by
the international community and, in particular, further
action by the Security Council in accordance with Chapter
VII of the Charter of the United Nations,

Underlining that ratification ofor accession to the Con
vention on a universal basis and the implementation ofits
provisions without delay are necessary for its effectiveness,
and therefore will contribute to the eradication of the
crime of apartheid,

1. Takes note ofthe report of the Secretary-General on
the status of the International Convention on the Suppres
sion and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid;42

2. Commends those States parties to the Convention
that have submitted their reports under article VII thereof;

3. Appeals once again to those States that ~ave n.ot yet
done so to ratify or to accede to the Convention .Wl~~Ut
further delay, in particular those ~tates that ~ave.Junsdic
tion over transnational corporatIons operating 10 South
Africa and Namibia and without whose co-operation such
operations cannot be halted;

4. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Group of Three of the Commission on Human Rights,
established ID accordance with article IX of the Conven
tion, and, in particular, of the conclusions and recommen
dations contaffied in that report;41

S. Draws· the attention of all States to the opinion
expressed by the Group ofThree in its report that article
III of the Convention could apply to the actions of trans
national corporations operating in South Africa;

6. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to
intensify, in co-operation with the ~pecial. O;>mmittee
against Apartheid, .its .etrorts to compile. pen~l(:~lly. the
progressive list of lOdiVlduals, orgamzatIons, lOs~tutlons

and representatives of States deemed responSible for
crimes enumerated in article IT of the Convention, as well
as those against whom or which legal proceedings have
been undertaken;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to circulate the
above-mentioned list to all States parties to the Conven
tion and all Member States and to bring such facts to the
attention of the public by all means of mass communica
tion;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to invite the States
parties to the Convention, the specialized agencies and
non-governmental organizations to provide the Commis
sion on Human Rights with relevant information con
cemi:ng the forms ofthe crime ofapartheid, as described in
article IT of the Convention, committed by transnational
corporations operating in South Africa;

9. Appeals to all States, United Nations organs, the
specialized agencies an~ international and.natio.n~l.no~
governmental organizations to step up th~r actlVltI~S 10 I

enhancing public awareness by denouncmg the cnmes
committed by the racist regime of South Africa;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to intensify his
efforts through appropriate channels, to disseminate infor
matio~ on the Convention and its implementation with a

42 A/40/606.
43 Resolution 38/14, annex.
44 Official Records ofthe General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supplement

No. l8(A/40/18). .

view to promoting further ratification of or accession to
the Convention;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to include in .his
next annual report under General Assembly resolutIon
3380 (XXX) of 10 November 1975 a special section con
cerning the implementation of the Convention.

96th plenary meeting
29 November 1985

40/28. Report of the Committee on the Elimination
of Racial Discrimination

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 39/21 of 23 November 1984 on

the report of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination and 40/26 of 29 November 1985 on the
status of the International Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination,11 as well as its
other relevant resolutions on the implementation of the
Programme of Action for the Second Decade to Combat
Racism and Racial Discrimination,43

Having considered the report of the Committee on ~e

Elimination of Racial Discrimination on the work of ItS
thirty-first and thirty-second sessions,44 submitted under
article 9, paragraph 2, of the Convention,

Emphasizing the need for Member States to intensif}:, at
the national and international levels, the struggle agamst
acts or practices of racial discrimination and the vesti~es

or manifestations of racist ideologies wherever they eXist,
Bearing in mind that the. Conv~ntion is being impl~

mented in different economiC, SOCial and cultural condi
tions prevaili:ng in individual States parties,

Mindful of the obligation ofall States parties to comply
fully with !be provisions of the Convention,

Aware of the importance of the contribution of the
Committee to the implementation of the Programme of
Action for the Second Decade to Combat Racism and
Racial Discrimination and to the elimination of all forms
of discrimination based on race, colour, descent or
national or ethnic origin,

Taking note of the decisions adopted and recommenda
tions made by the Committee at its thirty-first and thirty
second sessions,

1. Takes note of the report of the Committee on the
Elimination ofRacial Discrimination on its thirty-first and
thirty-second sessions; •

2. Also takes note of the part of the report relating to
Trust and Non-Self-Governing Territories and other Ter
ritories to which General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV)
of 14 December 1960 applies;45

3. Draws the attention of the relevant United Nations
bodies to the opinion and recommendations of the Com
mittee relating to the Territories mentioned in paragraph 2
above calls upon those bodies to ensure that the Commit
tee is ~upplied with all relevant information on the Terri
tories and urges all administering Powers to c~-operate

with those bodies by providing all the necessary mforma
tion in order to enable the Committee to discharge fully its
responsibilities under article 15 of the Internatiolll~1 Co.n
vention on the Elimination of All Forms of RaCial Dis
crimination;

4. Considers that the Committee should not take into
consideration information on Territories to which General
Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) applies unless such infor-

45 Ibid., sect. v.
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mation is communicated by the competent United
Nations bodies in conformity with article 15 of the Con
vention;

5. Strongly condemns the policy of apartheid in South
Africa and Namibia as a crime against humanity and urges
all Member States to adopt effective political, economic
and other measures in conformity with the relevant resolu
tions of the ('--"eral Assembly, the Security Council and
other United hiations bodies, in order to support the legiti
mate struggle of the oppressed peoples ofSouth Africa and
Namibia for their national liberation and human dignity
and to secure the elimination of the racist apartheid sys
tem;

6. Commends the Committee for its continuous
endeavours towards the elimination of all forms of dis
crimination based on race, colour, descent or national or
ethnic origin, in particular the elimination of.apartheid in
South Africa and Namibia, and welcomes the decision on
apartheid adopted by the Committee at its thirty-second
session;46

7. Notes with appreciation the Committee's continued
participation in the activities within the framework of the
Programme of Action for the Second Decade to Combat
Racism and Racial Discrimination;

8. Welcomes the efforts of the Committee aimed at the
elimination ofall forms ofdiscrimination against national
or ethnic minorities, persons belonging to such minorities
and indigenous populations, wherever such discrimination
exists, and the attainment of the full enjoyment of their
human rights through the implementation ofthe principles
and provisions of the Convention;

9. Welcomes further the efforts of the Committee
aimed at the elimination of all forms of discrimination
against migrant workers and their families, the promotion
of their rights on a non-discriminatory basis and the
achievement of their full equality, including the freedom
to maintain their cultural characteristics;

10. Calls upon Member States to adopt effective legis
lative, socio-economic and other necessary measures in
order to ensure the prevention or elimination ofdiscrimi
nation based on race, colour, descent or national or ethnic
origin;

11. Further calls upon the States parties to the Conven
tion to protect fully, by the adoption of the relevant legis
lative and other measures, in conformity with the Conven
tion, the rights of national or ethnic minorities and
persons belonging to such minorities, as well as the rights
of indigenous populations;

12. Commends the States parties to the Convention on
measures taken to ensure, 'vithin their jurisdiction, the
availability efappropriate recourse procedures for the vic
tims of racial discrimination;

13. Reiterates its invitation to the States parties to the
Convention to provide the Committee, in accordance with
its general guidelines, with information on the implemen
tation of the provisions of the Convention, including
information on the demographic composition oftheir pop
ulations and on their relations with the racist.regime of
South Africa;

14. Appeals to the States parties to take fully into con
sideration their obligation under the Convention to submit
their reports in due time;

46 Ibid., sect. VII.B, decision I (XXXII).
47 Ibid., decision 2 (XXXII).
48 See Report ofthe World Assembly on Aging, Vienna, 26 July-6 August

1982 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.82.I.16), chap. VI, sect. A.
49 Previously known as the United Nations Trust Fund for the World

Assembly on Aging.
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15. Commends the Committee for its efforts towards a
further universalization and a more consistent implemen
tation of the Convention and welcomes its General Rec
ommendation VII relating to the implementation ofarticle
4 of the Convention;47

16. Requests the Secretary-General to take the neces
sary steps to ensure wider publicity of the work of the
Committee, which would facilitate its task to implement
effectively its functions under the Convention, and to
inform the General Assembly at its forty-first session of
the action taken in that regard.

96th plenary meeting
29 November 1985

40/29. Question of aging

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its resolution 39125 of 23 November 1984,
in which it recognized the increasing awareness in many
countries of issues related to aging and of the need to pro
vide national authorities, at their request, with technical
and financial assistance in their efforts to implement poli
cies and programmes,

Endorsing Economic and Social Council resolution
1985/28 of 29 May 1985, in which Governments and
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations
were urged to continue to strengthen their efforts to imple
ment the principles and objectives of the International
Plan ofAction on Aging48 and in which the Secretary-Gen
eral was requested to include, on an annual basis, the
United Nations Trust Fund for Aging49 among the pro
grammes for which funds are pledged at the United
Nations Pledging Conference for Development Activities,

Emphasizing the importance of regional meetings to
consider the implementation of the recommendations of
the Plan of Action, as demonstrated by the African
Regional Conference on Aging, held at Dakar in December
1984,

Emphasizing also the positive results of the convening
of seminars and meetings to exchmlge information, know
ledge and experience on the question ofaging, particularly
among developing countries,

Recognizing that the dramatic increase in the numbers
and proportion ofolder adults has serious socio-economic
implications and is resulting in an increasing need for
research and training at all levels,

Recalling the recommendations of the International
Conference on Population,so which paid particular atten
tion to the urgent and emerging issues of aging,

Appreciating the efforts of the Director-General for
Development and International Economic Co-operation
to establish a steering committ~ and a working group to
follow up the implementation ofGeneral Assembly resolu
tion 39/228 of 18 December 1984 on the International
Conference on Population,

Appreciating the attention given to the question of eld
erly women by the World Conference to' Review and
Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade
for Women: Equality, Development and Peace and the
inclusion of this issue in the Nairobi Forward-looking
Strategies for the Advancement of Women,SI

so See Report ofthe International Conference on Population. 1984. Mexico
City, 6-14 August '1984 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.84.XIII.8
and corrigenda), chap. I.

SI Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achieve
ments afthe United Nations Decadefor Women: Equality. Development and
Peace, Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.85.IV.lO), chap. I, sect. A.
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Stressing the importance of the activities of the United 40/30. Implementation of the International Plan of
Nations Trust Fund for Aging to assist countries, at their Action on Aging
request, in formulating and implementing policies and The General Assembly,

programmes on aging, Recalling its resolution 33/52 of 14 December 1978, by
Noting with concern the discrepancies between the which it decided to organize a World Assembly on Aging

resources of the Trust Fund and the number of requests in 1982 as a forum to launch an international programme
received for assistance, ofaction aimed at guaranteeing economic and social secD-

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the rity to older persons, as well as opportunities for them to
Secretary-General on the question of aging;S2 contribute to national development,

2. Ca~.'~ upon Governments to ensure that the question Recalling further its resolution 37/51 of 3 December
of aging III incorporated into their national development 1982, by which it endorsed the International Plan of
plans in accordance with the culture and traditions oftheir Action on Aging adopted by consensus by the World
countries; Assembly on Aging,48

3. Encourages Governments to consider convening Reaffirming the part of the preamble of the Plan of
regional and subregional meetings on the appli.;ability of Action that solemnly recognizes that the quality of life is
the recommendations of the International Plan of Action no less important than longevity and that the aging should
on Aging to their particular needs and conditions; therefore, as far as possible, be enabled to enjoy in their

4. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to pro- own families and communities a life of fulfilment, health,
mote t~e exchange of information and experience in order security and contentment and be appreciated as an integral
to stimulate progress on the question of aging, to part of society,
encourage the adoption of measures to respond to the eco- Well aware that the formulation and implementation of
nomic and social implications of aging and to meet the policies on aging are the sovereign right and responsibility
needs of older persons; of each State, and recognizing that the promotion of the

5. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that due activities, safety and well-being of the elderly should be an
consideration is given to the question ofaging in the work essential part of an integrated and concerted development
of the steering committee and the working group to follow effort,
up the implementation of General Assembly resolution Concerned that the report of the Secretary-General on
39/228 on the International Conference on Population; the first review and appraisal of the implementation of the

6. Requests the Secretary-General, in implementing Plan of Actions3 shows that, in 1985, 55.4 per cent of the
the programme on aging, to pay special attention to the global population of the elderly is living in developing
question of elderly women; regions and that, according to projections, by the year

2025 more than 70 per cent ofall persons sixty years ofage
7. Invites the United Nations Development Fund for and over will live in developing countries, which are least

Women to give due consideration to projects aimed at prepared to meet the economic and social consequences of
benefiting elderly women; this drastic shift in population structure,

8. Requests the Secretary-General to respond Convinced that the elderly must be considered an impor-
favourably to the request of the African Regional Con- tant and necessary element in the development process at
ference on Aging for assistance in establishing an African all levels within a given society,
gerontological society; '. Convinced also that increasing longevity is an achieve-

9. Urges the Secretary-General to take immediate and ment ofmankind and a sign of progress, and that the aged
urgent steps to promote the United Nations Trust Fund are an asset and not a liability to society because of the
for Aging so that it may effectively continue to provide invaluable contribution they can make by virtue of their
assistance to developing countries, at their request; accumulated wealth of knowledge and experience,

10. Urges the Secretary-General to include in technical Mindful that 1985 is the first year in which the General
co-operation programmes, to the extent feasible under the Assembly has had the opportunity to re~ew the progre~
funding of those programmes, advisory services to devel- made in implementing'the Plan of ActIon, adopted ID
oping countries that request them; 1982,

11. Invites Governments and non-governmental Noting with concern that contributions pledged to the
organizations to continue and, where possible, to increase United Nations Trust Fund fe. Aging decreased to
their contributions to the United Nations Trust Fund for $39,110 in the twelve-month period ending in December
Aging, and calls upon Governments and non-gov~rn- 1984, despite the repeated appeals of the Secretary-Gen-
mental organizations that have not yet done so to conSIder era! to increase contributions,
contributing to the Trust Fund; Noting aiso with concern that the expenditures of the

12. Invites the United Nations Fund for Population Trust Fund are expected to decrease from $450,000 in the
Activities to consider co-operating with the United biennium 1984-1985 to $150,000 in the next biennium,
Nations Trust Fund for Aging in providing assistance for Alarmed that the proposed programme budget for the
projects received by the Trust Fund that fall within its biennium 1986-1987 shows a projected cut of 30 per cent
mandate; in the funds to be allocated from the regular budget to the

13. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the Aging Unit of the Centre for Social Development and
General Assembly at its forty-first session a progress report Humanitarian Affairs,
on the implementation ofthe recommendations contained Deeply preoccupied with the fact that the Aging Unit
in the present resolution; lacks the structural organization, autonomy, funds and

14. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its necessary manpower to carry out effectively its mandate of
forty-first session the item entitled "Question of aging". implementing the Plan of Action,

96th plenary meeting 1. Requests the Secretary-=General to invite Member
29 November 1985 States, the specialized agencies and other organizations

S2A/40!714. S3See ElI98516 and Carr.1.
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concerned within the United Nations system to comment
on ways and means of implementing the International
Plan of Action on Aging and, in particular, on the desira
bility and viability of elaborating a United Nations pro
gramme for the implementmtion of the Plan ofAction, and
to prepare a report on the basis ofthese comments for sub
mission to the Economic and Social Council at its first reg
ular session of 1986;

2. Further requests the Secretary-General to include in
that report a full analysis of the programmatic and finan
cial aspects of activities undertaken by all organs, bodies
and organizations of the United Nations system under the
Plan of Action since its inception;

3. Invites interested non-governmental organizations
in consultative status with the Economic and Social Coun
cil to provide, through the Secretary-General, infonnation
and documentation that will facilitate this work;

4. Requests the Economic and Social CoUncil to con
sider the report at its ~""t regular session of 1986 and to
submit appropriate recommendations to the General
Assembly at its forty-first session;

5. Decides to consider at its forty-first session the rec
ommendations of the Economic and Social Council as a
matter of high priority. .

96th plenary meeting
29 November 1985

40/31. Implementation of the World Programm~ of
Action concerning Disabled Persons and
United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 37/52 of 3 December 1982, by

which it adopted the World Programme of Action con
cerning Disabled Persons,54 37/53 of3 December 1982, by
which, inter alia, it proclaimed the period 1983-1992 the
United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, 38/28 of 22
November 1983, in which it recognized the United
Nations Trust Fund for the International Year ofDisabled
Persons as an impOrtant instrument for the implementa
tion of the World Programme of Action concerning Dis
abled Persons ar.i~ the desirability of the continuation of
the Trust Fund throughout the Decade, and 39/26 of 23
November 1984, by which it adopted further specific
measures for implementation of the World Pfugrnmme of
Action,

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution
1985/35 of 29 May 1985, in which, inter alia, the Secre
tary-General was requested, in order to facilitate contribu
tions by Governments, to include, on an annual basis, the
United Nations Trust Fund for the International Year of
Disabled Persons among the piogrammes for which funds
are pledged at the United Nations Pledging Conference for
Development Activities,

Noting with satisfaction the concrete measures already
carried out by the Governments of Member States, the
bodies and organizations of the United Nations system
and non-governmental organizations to implement the
objectives of the World Programme of Action' within the
framework of the United Nations Decade ofDisabled Per
sons,

Noting with appreciation the steps taken by the United
Nations system and by non-governmental organizations
concerned to establish a monitoring procedure and prepare
a consolidated questionnaire to monitor the implementa
tion of the World Programme of Action,

54 A/37/3SIIAdd.I and Add.I/Corr.I, annex, sect. VIII, recommendation
I (IV).

Noting with concern that, in spite ofa number ofcontri
butions made by Governments between 1981 and 1985
and constant appeals by the General Assembly and other
United Nations organs to contribute to the financing of
activities for the disabled, progress towards the improve
ment of the situation of the disabled in the developing
countries has been slow,

Noting with serious concern the alarming situation of
disabled persons in developing countries and the critical
economic situation in a number ofcountries, in particular
in Africa and Latin America and the least developed
countries,

Mindful that, since developing countries are experienc
ing difficulties in mobilizing resources, international co
operation should be encouraged to assist national efforts in
implementing the World Programme of Action and the
United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-Genetal on
the implementation of the World Programme of Action
concerning Disabled Persons and the United Nations Dec
ade of Disabled Persons,ss

Expressing its appreciation to Member States and organ
izations, in particular to the twenty-five States that have
donated $1.6 million over the past few years,

Expressing its appreciation of the useful role played by
the United Nations Trust Fund for the International Year
of Disabled Persons in implementinr the World Pro
gramme of Action,

I. Urges all Member States and other donors to con
sider further generous contributions to the United Nations
Trust Fund for the International Year ofDisabled Persons;

2. Expresses its appreciation to Member States that
have established national committees or similar bodies to
co-ordinat~activities in the field ofdisability and encour
ages all Member States to do so;

3. Invites Member States to reinforce national com
mittees as focal points for the United Nations Decade of
Disabled Persons, to stimulate activities at the national
level, to mobilize public opinion on behalf of the Decade,
to participate in the implementation of disability projects
with regard to the International Year of Disabled Persons
and to assist in monitoring and evaluating the implemen
tation of the World Programme ofAction concerning Dis
abled Persons;

4. Encourages Member States to translate the World
Programme of Action into national languages;

5. Invites Member States, in close collaboration with
the national committees and non-governmental organiza
tions concerned, to submit their replies to the question
naire for the first round of monitoring and implementing
the World Programme of Action to the Secretary-General
as soon as possible for inclusion in his report on the evalu
ation of progress at mid-Decade, to be submitted to the
General Assembly at its forty-~nd session;

6. Urges the Secretary-General to comply with para
graphs 157 and 158 of the World Programme of Action;

7. Invites all States to give high priority to considera
tion of projects concerning the prevention of disabilities,
rehabilitation and the equalization of the opportunities of
disabled persons within the framework of bilateral assist
ance;

8. Reiterates the need to give greater publicity to the
United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons and calls
upon Member States, national committees and non-gov
ernmental organizations to assist in publicizing the Decade
by all appropriate means;

ss A/40/728 and Corr.1.
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9. Takes note of the measures taken by the bodies and
organizations of the United Nations system to promote
equal employment opportunities for disabled persons and
urges them to continue their efforts in this field;

10. Endorses, in particular, the terms of reference pro
posed in the report of the Secretary-General55 for the
United Nations Trust Fund for the International Year of
Disabled Persons, henceforth to be called the Voluntary
Fund for the United Nations Decade ofDisabled Persons;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
administer donated funds, using them for projects under
the present structure of the Trust Fund, and in addition to
make new provisions in order to offer a selection of proj
ects to donor countries which might be willing to finance a
particular programme under the "Special Purpose Contri
butions";

12. Reaffirms that the resources of the Trust Fund
should be used to support catalytic and innovative activ
ities in order to implement further the objectives of the
World Programme of Action within ~he framework of the
United Nations Decade ofDisabled Persons, with priority
given, as appropriate, to programmes and projects of the
least developed countries;

13. Requests all bodies and organizations ofthe United
Nations system administering assistance projects to take
into account the concerns ofdisabled persons in their proj
ects for the rehabilitation ofthe disabled and their integra
tion into society, as well as to include disabled persons in
their overall planning objectives;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session on the imple
mentation of the present resolution;

IS. Further requests the Secretary-General to include
in the report requested in paragraph 14 above information
on preparations for the meeting ofexpens to evaluate pro
gress at the mid-Decade, as provided for in paragraph 16
of resolution 37/53 and paragraph 13 of resolution 39/26,
as well as information on the establishment ofinter-organ
izational task forces, as recommended by the Advisory
Committee for the International Year of Disabled Persons
at its third and fourth sessions and by the General Assem
bly in paragraph 17 ofits resolution 36/77 in order to pro
vide support services for the exchange of technical infor
mation and transfer of technological know-how and other
activities in the fields of pre"ention, rehabilitation and
equalization of opportunities in developing countries;

16. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Implementation of the
World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons
and United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons".

96th plenary meeting
29 November 1985

40/32. Seventh United Nations Congress on the Pre
vention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 35/171 of IS Oecember 1980, in

which it endorsed the Caracas Declaration, annexed to I

that resolution, and urged implementation of the conclu-·
sions relating to the new perspectives for international co
operation in crime prevention in the context of develop
ment adopted by the Sixth United Nations Congress on
the Prevention ofCrime and the Treatment ofOffenders,56

56 See Sixth United Nations Congress on the Prevention ofCrime and the
Treatment ofOffenders. Caracas. 25 August-5 September 1980: report pre
pared by the Secretariat (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.81.IV.4),
chap. I. sect. C.

Recalling also its resolution 36/21 of9 November 1981,
in which the Seventh United Nations Congress on the Pre
vention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders was
invited to consider current and emerging trends in crime
prevention and criminal justice, with a view to defining
new guiding principles for the future course of crime pre
vention and criminal justice in the context ofdevelopment
needs, the goals of the International Development Strategy
for the Third United Nations Development DecadeS and
the Declaration and the Programme of Action on the
Establishment of a New International Economic Order,21
taking into account the political, economic, social and cul
tural circumstances and traditions ofeach country and the
need for crime prevention and criminal justice systems to
be consonant with the principles of social justice,

Reca//ingfurther its resolution 39/112 of 14 December
1984, in which the Secretary-General was requested to
ensure that the substantive and organizational work of the
Seventh Congress was fully adequate for its successful out
come,

Emphasizing the responsibility assumed by the United
Nations in crime prevention under General Assembly res
olution 415 (V) of I December 1950, which was affirmed
by the Economic and Social Council in its resolutions 731
F (XXVIII) of 30 July 1959 and 830 D (XXXII) of 2
August 1961, and in the promotion and strengthening of
international co-operation in this field in accordance with
Assembly resolutions 3021 (XXVII) of 18 December
1972,32/59 and 32/60 of8 December 1977,35/171 of IS
December 1980 and 36/21 of9 November 1981,

Bearing in mind the theme of the Seventh Congress,
"Crime prevention for freedom, justice, peace and devel
opm~nt", and the importance ofpreserving peace as a con
dition for development and international co-operation,

Welcoming the fact that the Congress, in accordance
with GeneraI Assembly resolution 39/112, paid particular
attention to the question of illicit drug trafficking,

Alarmed by the growth and seriousness of crime in
many parts of the world, including conventional and non
conventional criminality, which have a negative impact on
development and the quality of life,

Considering that crime, particuiarly in its new forms and
dimensions, seriously impairs the development process of
many countries, as well as their international relations,

Noting that the function of the criminaIjustice system is
to contribute to the protection of the basic values and
norms of society,

Aware of the importance ofenhancing the efficiency and
eifecti:veness of criminal justice systems,

Noting that to limit effectively the harm caused by
modem economic and unconventional crime, policy
measures should be based on an integrated approach, the
main emphasis being placed on the reduction of opportu
nities to commit crime and on the strengthening of norms
and attitudes against it,

Aware ofthe importance ofcrime prevention and crimi
nal justice, which embraces policies, processes and institu
tions aimed at controlling criminality and ensuring equal
and fair treatment for all those involved in the criminal
justice process,

Mindful that the incorporation of crime prevention and
criminal justice policies in the planning process can help to
ensure a better life for people throughout the world, ph..
mote the equality ofrights and social security, enhance the
effectivene.~s of crime prevention, especially in such
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spheres as urbanization, industrialization, education,
health, population growth and migration, housing and
social welfare, and substantially reduce the social costs
directly and indirectly related to crime and crime control
by ensuring social justice, respect for human dignity, free
dom, equality and security,

Convinced that due attention should be paid to crime
prevention and criminal justice and the related processes,
including the fate of victims ofcrime, the role of youth in
contemporary society and the application of United
Nations standards and norms,

Determined to improve regional, interregional and inter
national co-operation and co-ordination to achieve further
progress in this area, including effective and full imple
mentation of the resolutions of the Seventh Congress,

Having considered the report of the Seventh United
Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the
Treatment ofOffenders,57 the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral on the implementation of the recommendations of the
Sixth United Nations Congress on the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatment ofOffenders,58 and the report of
the Secretary-General on the implementation of the con
clusions of the Seventh United Nations Congress on the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment ofOffenders,59 all
submitted in pursuance of General Assembly resolution
39/112,

I. Expresses its satisfaction with the report of the Sev
enth United Nations Congress on the Prevention ofCrime
and the Treatment of Offenders and with the preparatory
work carried out by the Committee on Crime Prevention
and Control, as the preparatory body for the Congress, at
its seventh and eighth sessions and by the regional and
interregional preparatory meetings convened in co-opera
tion with the regional commissions, interregional and
regional crime prevention institutes and interested Gov
ernments;

2. Takes note ofthe report of the Secretary-General on
the implementation of the recommendations of the Sixth
United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and
the Treatment of Offenders and of his report on the con
clusions of the Seventh Congress;

3. Approves the Milan Plan of Action,60 adopted by
consensus by the Seventh Congress, as a useful and effec
tive means of strengthening international co-operation in
the field of crime prevention and criminal justice;

4. Recommends the Guiding Principles for Crime Pre
vention and Criminal Justice in the Context of Develop
ment and a New International Economic Order61 for
national, regional and international action, as appropriate,
taking into account the political, economic, social and cul
tural circumstances and traditions of each country on the
basis of the principles of the sovereign equality of States
and of non-interference in their internal affairs;

5. Endorses the other resolutions adopted unani
mously by the Seventh Congress;

6. Invites Governments to be guided by the Milan Plan
of Action in the formulation ofappropriate legislation and
policy directives and to make continuous efforts to imple
ment the principles contained in the Caracas Declaration
and other re[evant resolutions and recommendations
adopted by the Sixth Congress, in acrAli"dance with the eco
nomic, social, cultural and poiitical circumstances ofeach
country;

57 Seventh United Nations Co.'lgress on the Prevention 0/Crime and the
Treatment o/Offenders. Milan. 26 August-6 September 1985: report prepared
by the Secretariat (United Nations p'ublication, Sales No. E.86.IV.I).

58 Al40/482 and Corr.1 and 2.
59 Al40175 I.

7. Also invites Member States to monitor systemati
cally the steps being taken to ensure co-ordination of
efforts in the planning and execution of effective and
humane measures to reduce the social costs of crime and
its negative effects on the development process, as well as
to explore new avenues for international co-operation in
this field;

8. Invites the Committee on Crime Prevention and
Control to review, at its ninth session, the Milan Plan of
Action, the resolutions and recommendations adopted
unanimously by the Seventh Congress and their implica
tions for the programmes of the United Nations system
and to make specific recommendations on the implemen
tation thereof in its report to the Economic and Social
Council at its first regular session of 1986;

9. Requests the Economic and Social Council to exam
ine, at its first regular session of 1986, the report of the
Committee on Crime Prevention and Control and the rec
ommendations of the Seventh Congress for further imple
mentation of the Milan Plan ofAction in order to provide,
within the United Nations system, overall policy guidance
on crime prevention and criminal justice, and to under
take periodically the review, monitoring and appraisal of
the Milan Plan of Action;

10. Urges the United Nations system, including the
regional and interregional institutes in the field of crime
prevention and the treatment ofoffenders and the relevant
non-governmental organizations having consultative sta
tus with the Economic and Social Council to become
actively involved in the implementation ofthe recommen
dations of the Seventh Congress;

11. Also urges the Department of Technical Co-opera
tion for Development of the Secretariat and the United
Nations Development Programme to give their full sup
port to projects of technical assistance, in particular to
developing countries, in the field of crime prevention and
criminal justice and to encourage technical co-operation
among developing countries;

12. Requests the Secretary-General to make every
effort to tI'l.'\Dslate into action, as appropriate, the relevant
recommend.'ltiiJntl and policies stemming from the Milan
Plan of ACtiC.ll and the Guiding Principles for Crime Pre
vention and Ck"iminal Justice in the Context of Develop
ment and a New International Economic Order and to
ensure that the other resolutions and recommendations
adopted unanimously by the Seventh Congress are fol
lowed up adequately;

13. Also requests the Secretary-General, in his report to
the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control, to initi
ate a review, as a matter of urgency, of the functioning and
programme of work of the United Nations in the field of
crime prevention and criminal justice, including the
United Nations regional and interregional institutes, pay
ing special attention to improvin~the co-ordination of rel
evailt activities within the United Nations in all related
areas in order to establish priorities and ensure the con
tinuing relevance and responsiveness of the United
Nations to emerging needs, and to submit the final report
to the Economic and Social Council at its fiist regular ses
sion of t 987;

1t:. Fu,..ther requests the Secretary-General to circulate
th" report I If the Seventh Congress to Member States and
ktergoven mental organizations in order to ensure that it
, -

60 See Seve Ith United Nations Congress on the Prevention o/Crime and the
Treatment 0/ '}ffenders. Milan. 26 August-6 September 1985: report prepared
by the Secreta.-;='; ~'jnited Nations publication, Sales No. E,86.1V.I), chap. I,
sect. A.

61 Ibid" sect. B.
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is disseminated as widely as possible, and to strengthen
information activities in this field;

IS. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly, at its forty-first session, a report on the
measures taken to implement the present resolution;

16. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Crime prevention and
criminal justice".

96th plenary meeting
29 November 1985

40/33. United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for
the Administration of J nvenile Justice (The
Beijing Rules)

The General Assembly,
Bearing in mind the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights,6 the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights7 and the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights,7 as well as other international
.human rights instruments pertaining to the rights ofyoung
persons,

Also bearing in mind that 1985 was designated the Inter
national Youth Year: Participation, Development, Peace
and that the international community has placed impor
tance on the protection and promotion of the rights of the
young, as witnessed by the significance attached to the
Declaration of the Rights of the Child,62

Recalling resolution 4 adopted by the Sixth United
Nations Congress on the Prevention of -2rime and the
Treatment of Offenders,63 which called for the develop
ment ofstandard minimum rules for the administration of
juvenile justice and the care·ofjuveniles which could serve
as a model for Member States,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council decision
1984/153 of 25 May 1984, by which the draft rules were
forwarded to the Seventh United Nations Congress on the
Prevention ofCrime and the Treatment ofOffenders, held
at Milan, Italy, from 26 August to 6 September 1985,
through the Interregional Preparatory Meeting held at
Beijing from 14 to 18 May 1984,64

Recognizing that the young, owing to their early stage of
human development, require particular care and assist
ance with regard to physical, mental and social develop
ment, and require legal protection in conditions of peace,
freedom, dignity and security,

Considering that existing national legislation, policies
and practices may well require review and amendment in
view of the standards contained in the rules,

Considering further that, although such standards may
seem difficult to achieve at present, in view of existing
social, economic, cultural, political and legal conditions,
they are nevertheless intelided to be attainable as a policy
minimum,

1. Notes with appreciation the work carried out by the
Committee on Crime Prevention and Control, the Secre
tary-General, the United Nations Asia and Far East Insti
tute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders and other United Nations institutes in th~
development of the United Nations Standard Minimum
Rules for the Administmtion of Juvenile Justice;

2. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Secretary-General on the draft United Nations Standard

62 Resolution 1386 (XIV).
63 See Sixth United Nations Congress on the Prevention ofCrime and the

TreatTTU!nt ofOjfrnders, Caracas, 25 August-5 September 1980: report pre
pared by the Secretariat (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.8I.1V.4),
chap. I, sect. B.

Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Jus
tice;6s

3. Commends the Interregional Preparatory Meeting
held at Beijing for having finalized the text of the rules
submitted to the Seventh United Nations Congress on the
; ,evention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders for
consideration and final action;

4. Adopts the United Nations Standard Minimum
Rules for the Administration of Juvenile Justice recom
mended by the Seventh Congress, contained in the annex
to the present resolution, and approves the recommenda
tion of the Seventh Congress that the Rules should be
known as "the Beijing Rules";

5. Invites Member States to adapt, wherever this is
necessary, their national legislation, policies and practices,
particularly in training juvenile justice personnel, to the
Beijing Rules and to bring the Rules to the attention ofrel
evant authorities and the public in geneml;

6. Calls upon the Committee on Crime Prevention and
Control to formulate measures for the effective implemen
tation of the Beijing Rules, with the assistance of the
United Nations institutes on the prevention of crime and
the treatment of offenders;

7. Invites Member States to inform the Secretary-Gen
eral on the implementation of the Beijing Rules and to
report regularly to the Committee on Crime Prevention
and Control on the results achieved;

8. Requests Member States and the Secretary-General
touno~rtake research and to develop a data base with
respect to effective policies and practices in the adminis
tration of juvenile justice;

9. Requests the Secretary-General and invites Member
States to ensure the widest possible dissemination of the
text of the Beijing Rules in all of the official languages of
the United Nations, including the intensification ofinfor
mation activities in the field ofjuvenile justice;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to develop pilot
projects on the implementation of the Beijing Rules;

11. Requests the Secretary-General and Member States
to provide the necessary resources to ensure the successful
implementation of the Beijing Rules, in particular in the
areas of recruitment, training and exchange of personnel,
research and evaluation, and the development of new
alternatives to institutionalization;

12. Requests the Eighth United Nations Congress on
the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders
to review the progress made in the implementation of the
Beijing Rules and of the recommendations contained in
the present resolution, under a separate agenda item on
juvenile justice;

13. Urges all relevant bodies of the United Nations
system, in particular the regional commissions and sPe
cialized agencies, the United Nations institutes for the pre
vention of crime and the treatment of offenders, other
intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental
organizations to collaborate with the Secretariat and to
take the necessary measures to ensure a concerted and sus
tained effort, within their respective fields of technical
competence, to implement the principles contained in the
Beijing Rules.

96th plenary meeting
29 No,!ember 1985

64 See "Report of the Interregional <Preparatory Meeting for the Seventh
United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders on topic IV: you\h,:crime and justice" (AlCONF.12I/1PMlI).

6S AlCONF.121/14 and Cord." .:' ,
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ANNEX

UDlted Natlou Studanl Minimum RlIIes for tile AdmfDlstradon
of JRYeDlle Jatice (The BeIjIDg RaIes)

Put ODe. GaD'lIl~

I. Fundamental perspectives

1.1 Member States shall seek, in conformity with their respective
general interests, to further the well.being ofthe juvenile and her
or his t8mily.

1.2 Member States shaD endeavour to develop conditions that win
ensure for the juvenile a meaningful life in the community,
which, during that period in life when she or he is most suscepti·
ble to deviant behaviour, win foster a procas of personal devel
opment and education that is as free from crime and delinquency
as possible.

1.3 Sufficient attention shall be given to positive measures that
involve the fiill mobilization of aD possible resources, including
the t8mily, volunteers and other community groups, as well as
schools and other community institutions, for the purpose of
promoting the well·being ofthe juvenile, with a view to reducing
the need for intervention under the law, and ofeffectively, fairly
and humanely dealing with the juvenile in conftict with the law.

1.4 Juvenile justice shall be conceived as an integral part of the
national development process ofeach country, within a compre
hensive framework of~ justice for aD juveniles, thus, at the
same time, contributing to the protection of the young and the
maintenance of a peaceful order in society.

1.5 These Rates shaD be implemented in the context of economic,
social and cultural conditions prevailiDi in each Member State.

1.6 Juvenile justice services shall be systematically developed and
co-ordinated with a view to improving and sustaining the com·
petence of personnel involved in the services, il1cluding their
methods, approaches and attitudes.

Commentary

These broad fundamental perspectives refer to comprehensive social
policy in general and aim at promoting juvenile welfare to the greatest pos
sible extent, which will minimize the necessity of intervention by the juve·
nile justice system, and in turn, will reduce the harm that may be caused by
any intervention. Such care measures for the young, before the onset of
delinquency, are basic policy requisites designed to obviate the need for the
application of the Rules.

Rules 1.I to 1.3 point to the important role that a constructive social
policy for juveniles will play, inter alia, in the prevention ofjuvenile crime
and delinquency. Rule 1.4 defines juvenile justice as an integral part of
social justice for juveniles, while rule 1.6 refers to the necessity of con
stantly improving juvenile justice, without falling behind the development
ofprogressive social policy for juveniles in general and bearing in mind the
need for consistent improvement ofstaff services.

Rule 1.5 seeks to take accoilllt of existing conditions in Member States
which would cause the manner ofimplementation ofparticular rules neces·
sarily to be different from the manner adopted in other States.

2. Scope ofthe Rules and definitions used

2.1 The following Standard Minimum Rules shall be applied to juve·
nile offenders impartil!lly, without distinction of any kind, for
example as to race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or
other opinions, national or social origin, property, birth or other
status.

2.2 For purposes of these Rules, the following definitions shaD be
applied by Member States in a manner whirh is compatible with
their respective legal systems and concepts:

(a) Ajuvenile is a child or young person who, under the respect·
ive legal systems, may be dealt with for an offence in a man·
ner which is different from an adult;

(b) An offence is any behaviour (act or omission) that is pllDish
able by law under the respective legal systems;

(c) A juvenile ojJender is a child or young person who is alleged
to have committed or who has been found to have commit·
ted an offenn.

66 Resolution 1386 (XIV). See also the ~onventionon the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination ~nstWomen (resolutiol!. 34/180, annex); the
Declaration ofthe World Conference to Combat Racism and Racial Discrim·
ination (Repon ofthe World Co'!ferem:e to Combol Racism and Racial Dis
crimintllion. Geneva, 14-25 AuglISt 1978 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.79.XIV.2), chap. Il); the Declaration on the Elimination ofAIl Forms

2.3 Efforts shaD be made to establish, in each national jurisdiction, a
set oflaws, rules and provisions specifically applicable to juvenile
offenders and institutions and bodies entrusted with the func·
tions of the adn.inistration ofjuvenile justice and designed:

(a) To meet the varying needs ofjuvenile offenders, while pr0

tecting their basic rights;

(b) To meet the needs of society;

(c) To implement the following rules thoroughly and fairly.

Commentary

The Standard Minimum Rules are deliberately formulated so as to be
applicable within different legal systems and, at the same time, to set some
minimum standards for the handling ofjuvenile offenders under any def,·
ition ofa juvenile and under any system ofdealing with juvenile offendel'$.
The Rules are always to be applied impartiaUy and without distinction of
any kind.

Rule 2.1 therefore stresses the importance of the Rules always being
applied impartially and without distinction of any kind. The rule follows
the formulation of principle 2 of the Declaration of the Rights of the
ChiId.66 .

Rule 2.2 defines "juvenile" and "offence" as the components of the
notion of the "juvenile offender", who is the main subject of these Stand·
ard Minimum Rules (see, however, also rules 3 and 4). It should be noted
that age limits will depend on, and are explicitly made dependent on, each
respective 1CjJ8l system, thus fully respecting the economic, social, political,
cultural and legal systems ofMember States. This makes for a wide variety
ofages coming under the definition of "juvenile", ranging from 7 years to
18 years or above. Such a variety seems inevitable in view of the different
national legal systems and does not diminish the impact of these Stl!Ddard
Minimum Rules.

Rule 2.3 is addressed to the necessity of specific national legislation for
the optimal implementation of these Standard Minimum Rules, both
legally and practicaUy.

3. Extension ofthe Rules

3.1 The relevant provisions of the Rules shall be applied not only to
juvenile offenders but also to juveniles who may be proceeded
against for any specific behaviour that would not be punishable if
committed by an adult.

3.2 Efforts shall be made to extend the principles embodied in the
Rules to aD juveniles who are dealt with in welfare and care pro
ceedings.

3.3 Efforts shall also be made to extend the principles embodied in
the Rules to young adult offenders.

Commentary

Rule 3 extends the protection afforded by the Standard Minimum Rules
for the Administration of Juvenile Justice to cover:

(a) The so-called "status offences" prescribed in various national legal
systems where the range of behaviour considererl to be an offence is wider
for juveniles than it is for adults (for example, truancy, school and family
disobedience, public dmnkenness. elc.) (rule 3.1);

(b) Juvenile welfare and care proceedings (rule 3.2);

(c) Proceedinv,,5 dealing with young adult offenders, depending ofcourse
on each giver. age limit (rule 3.3).

The e~~sion of the Rules to cover these three areas seems to be justi·
fied. Rule 3.1 provides minimum guarantees in those fields, and rule 3.2 is
considered a desirable step in the direction of more fair, equitable and
humane justice for aD juveniles in conflict with the law.

4. Age ofcriminal responsibility

4.1 In those legal systems recognizing the concept ofthe age ofcrimi·
naI responsibility for juveniles, the beginning of that age shall not
be fixed at too low an age level, bearing in mind the facts ofemo
tiona!, menial and intellectual maturity.

Commentary
The minimum age ofcriminal responsibility differs widely owing to his

tory and culture. The modem approach would be to consider whether a
child can live up to the moral anI! psychological compc;lnents of crimina!
responsibility; that is, whether a child, by vinue of her or his individual
discernment and understanding, can be held responsible for essentially
anti·social behaviour. If the age of criminal responsibilJity is fixed too low

ofIntolerance and' of Discrimination Based on Religion or Belief (resolution
36/55); the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (see
Human Rights: A Compilation oflnterntlliona/ Instruments (United Nations
publication. Sales No. E.83.XIV.I»; the Caracas Declaration (resolution 35/
171, annex); and rule 9.
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or if there is no lowf:r age limit at all, the notion of responsibility would
become meaningless. In general, there is a close relationship between the
notion of responsibility for delinquent or criminal behaviour and other
social rights "!1d responsibilities (such as 'IIarital status, civil mlijority,
etc.).

Effor.;s should therefore be made to agree on a reasonable lowest age
liJrit that is applicable internationally.

5. Aims 0/juvenile justice

5.1 The juvenile justice system shall emphasize the well·being of the
juvenile and shall ensure that any reaction to juvenile offenders
shall always be in proponion ~o the circumstances of both the
offenders and the offence.

Commentary

Rule 5 refers to two of the most imponant objectives ofjuvenile justice.
The first objective is the promotion of the well-being of the juvenile. This
is the main focus of those legal systems in which juvenile offenders are
dealt with by family couns or administrative lIuthorities, but the well-being
of the juvenile should also be emphasizeu in legal systems that follow the
criminal coun model, thus contributing to the 'lvoidance of merely puni.
tive sanctions. (See also rule 14.)

The second objective is ..the principle ofproportionaJ'~!".This principle
is well-known as an instrument for curbing puni,i,,!, .iclDctions, mostly
expressed in terms of just desen in relation to the gravity of the offefi~.

The response to yOIlT',l offenders should be based on the consideration not
only of the gravity of the offence but also of personal circumstances. The
individual circumstances of the offender (for example social status, family
situation, the harm caused by the offe~'Ce or other factors affecting personal
circumstanCl:s) should influence the proportionality of the reaction (for
ex&mple by having regard to the off'ender's endeavour to indemnify the vic
tim or to her or his willingness to turn to a wholesome and u~ful life).

By the same token, reactions aiming to ensure the ....oelfare of the young
offender may go beyond necessity and therefore infringe upon the funda
mental rights of the young inJi vidual, as has been observed in some juve
nile justice systems. Here, too, the proportionality of the reaction to the
circumstances of both the offender and the offence, il1l:luding the victim,
should be safeguarded.

In essence, rule 5 calls for no less and no mo~ than a fair reaction in any
given cas", ofjuvenile delinquency and crime. The issues combined in the
rule may help to stimulate development in both regards: new and innova
tive types of reactions are as desirable as precautions against any undue
widening of the net of formal social control over juveniles.

6. Scope 0/discretion

6.1 In view of the varying special needs of jllveniles as well as the
variety of measures available, appropriate scope for discretion
shall be allowed at all stages of proceedings and at the different
levels ofjuvenile justice administration, including investigation,
proS'-r.ution, lI!djudication ant( the follOW-Up of dispositions.

6.2 Effvtts shall be made, howevet, ;'1) ensure sufficient accountabil
ity at all sta&es and levels in the exercise of any such discretion.

6.3 Those who exercise discretion shall be specially qualified or
trained to exercise it judiciously and in accordance with their
functions and mandates.

Commentary

Rules 6.1, 6.2 and 6.3 combine several important features of effective,
faiT and humane juvenile justice administration: the need to permit the
exercise ofdiscretionary power at all significant levels of processing so that
those who make determinations can take the actions deemed to be most
appropriate in each individual case; and the need to provide checks and
balances in order to curb any abuses of discretionary power and to safe
guard the rights of the young offender. Accountability and professionalism
are instruments best apt to curb broad discretion. Thus, professional quali
fications and expen training are emphasized here as a valuable means of
ensuring the judicious exercise of discretion in matters of juvenile offend- I

ers. (See also rules 1.6 and 2.2.) The f:mnulation of specilic guidelines on .
the exercise of discretion :md the provision of systems ~., _cvkw, appeal
and the like in order to permit scrutiny ofdecisions and accolJntability are
emphas~ in this contr.xt. Such mechanisms are not specifie<: here, as
mey do not easily lend themselves to incorporation into international
standard minimum rules, which cannot possibly cover all differences in
justice systems.

6i. See HU"'!'ln ~ights: A Compilation ofInternational I 'lStruments {United
Natlcns pUt;ilalllOn, Sales No. E.g3.XIV.l}. .

68 See EconomiC and Social Coun~il resolution )985/42.

7. Rights a/juveniles
7.1 Basic procedural :llIfeguards such as the presumption of inno

cence. the right to be notified of the charges, the right to remain
silent, the right to counsel. the right to the presence ofa parent or
guardian, the right to confront and cross-examine witnesses and
the right to appeal to a higher authority shall be guaranteed at all
stages of proceedings.

Commentary

Rule 7.J emphasizes some important points that represent essential ele
ments for a fair and just trial :md that are internationally recogn:zed in
existing human rights instruments. (See also rule 14.) The presumption of
innocence, for instance, is also to be found in article II of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights6 and in anicle 14, rrasrapb 2, of the Inter
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

Rules 14 seq. of these Standard MinilT' m Rules specify issues that are
imponant for proceedings in juvenile c;.. cs, in panicular. while rule 7.1
affirms the most basic procedural safeguards in a gt.'::1eral way.

8. Protection 0/privacy
8.1 The juvenile's right to privacy shall be respected at all stages in

order to avoi~ harm being caused to her or him by undue publi.
city ur by the process of labelling.

8.2 In principle, no information that may lead to the identification of
!l iuvenile offender shall be published.

Commemary
Rule 8 stresses the importa1::'{ of the protection of the juvenile's right to

privacy. Young persons are particularly susceptible to stigmatization.
Criminological research into labelling processes has provided evidence of
the detrimental effects (of different kinds) resulting from the permanent
identification of young p;lrsonil as "delinquent" or "criminal".

Rule 8 also stresses the imponance of protecting the j;:'fenile from the
adverse effects that may result from the publication in the mass media of
information ..oout the case (for example the names of young offenders.
alleged or convicted). The interest of the individual should be protected
and upheld, at least in principle. (The general contents of rule 8 are funher
specified in rule 21.)

9. Saving clause
9.1 Nothing in these Rules shall be interpreted as precluding the

application of the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment
of PrisonfTS67 adopted by the United Nations and other human
rights instruments and standards recognized by the international
community that relate to the cart and protection of the young.

Commentary
Rule 9 is mr:ant to avoid any misunderstanding in interi-.<lting and

implementing the present Rules in conformity with pr:nciples contained in
relevant existing or emerging international human rights instruments and
standards - such as tbe UniveO\~j D=claration ef Human Rights;6 the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights7 and the
International Covenant on Civil and Politkal Rights;7 and the Declaration
of tIle Rights of the Child66 anlthe draft convention on the rights of the
child.68 It should be understood that the application of the present Rules is
without prejudice to any such international instruments which may con
tain provisions of wider application.67 (See also rule 27.)

Part !Wo. ]fJ,utiglltiolf IIM prol«IItiolf

10. Initial contact
10.1 Upon the apprehension of a juvenile. her or his parents or

guardian shall be immediately notified of such apprehension,
and, where such immediate notification is not possible, the par
ents or guardian shall be notified within the shomst possible
time thereafter.

10.2 A judge or other competent official or body shall, without delay,
c.:>nsider the issue of release.

10.3 Contacts between the law enforcement agencies and a juvenile
offender shall be managed in such a way as to respect the legal
status of the juvenile, promote the well-being of the juvenile
and avoid harm to her or him, with due regard to the circum
stances of the case.

Com:71entary

Rul~ 10.1 is in prl::tciple contained in rule 92 of the Standard Minimum
Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners.6'1

69 The Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners and
related recommendations wern adopted in 1955 (see First United Nations
Congress on the Preventiorr o/Crime and the Treatment o/Offenders. Geneva.
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The question ofrelease (rule 10.2) shall be considered witho:..tt delay by a
judge or other competent official. The latter refers to any person or institu
tion in the broadest sense of the term, including community boards or
police aUlhorities having power to release an arrested person. (See also the
International Cove'lant on Civil and Political Rights, anicle 9, paragraph
3.7)

Rule 10.3 deals with some fundamental aspects of the procedures and
behaviour on the pan of the police and other law enforcement officials in
cases of juvenile crime. To "avoid harm" admittedly is flexible wording
and covers many features of possible interaction (for example the use of
harsh language, physical violence or exposure to the environment).
Involvement in juvenile justice processes in itself can be "harmful" to
juveniles; the term "avoid harm" should be broadly interpreted, therefore,
as doing the least harm possible to the juvenile in the first inst;mce, as well
as any additional or undue harlIl. This is especially imponant in the initial
contact with law enforcement agencies, which might profoundly inliuence
the juvenile's attitude towards the State and society. Moreover, the success
of any further intervention is largely dependent on such initial contacts.
Compassion and kind firmness are imponant in these situations.

I I. Diversion

11.1 Consideration shall be given, wherever appropriate, to dealing
with juven[·e offenders without resoning to formal trial by the
competent authority, referred to in rule 14.1 below.

11.2 The police, the prosecution or other agencies dealing with juve
nile cases shall be empowered to dispose of such cases, at their
discretion, without recourse to formal hearings, in accordance
with the criteria laid down for that purpose in the respective
legal system and also in accordance with the principles con
tained in these Rules.

11.3 Any diversion involving referral to appropriate community or
other services shall require the consent of the juvenile, or her or
his l"arents or guardian, provided that such decision to refer a
case shall be subject to review by a competent authority, upon
application.

11.4 In order to facilitate the discretionary disposition of juvenile
cases, effons shall be made to provide for community pro
grammes, such as temporary supervision and guidance, restitu
tion, and compensation of victims.

Commentary

Diversion, involving removal from criminal justice processing and, fre·
quently, redirection to community suppon services, is commonly practised
on a formal and informal basis in many legal systems. This practice serves
to hinder the negative effects of subsequent proceedings in juvenile justice
administration (for example the stigma of conviction and sentence). In
many cases, non-intervention would be the best response. Thus, diversion
at the outset and without referral to alternative (social) services may be the
optimal response. This is especially the case where the offence is ofa non
serious nature and where the family, the school or other informal social
control institutions have already reacted, or are likely to react, in an appro-
priate and constructive manner. '

As stated in rule I 1.2, diversion may be used at any point of decision
making - by the police, the prosecution or other agencies such as the
courts, tribunals, boards or councils. It may be exercised by one authority
or several or all authorities, according to the rules and policies of the
respective systems and in line with the present Rules. It need not necessa·
rily be limited to petty cases, thus rendering diversion an imponant instru
ment.

Rule 11.3 stresses the imponant requirement of securing the consent of
the young offender (or the parent or guardian) to the recommended diver
sionary measure(s). (Diversion to community service without such consent
would contradict the Abolition of Forced Labour Convention.7~ How
ever, this consent should not be left unchallengeable, since it might some
times be given out ofsheer desperation on the part of the juvenile. The rule
underlines that care should be taken to minimize the potential for coercion

22 August - 3 September 1955: report prepared by the Secretariat (United
Nations publication, Sales No. 1956.1V.4). In its resolution 663 C (XXI~ of
31 July 1957, the Economic and Social Council approved the Standard Mmi
mum Rules and end"rsed, inter alia, the recommendations on tjle selection
and training ofper",lDel for penal and correctional institutions and on open
penal and correctional institutions. The Council recommende<:! that Govern
ments should give favourable consideration to the adoption and application
of the Standard Minimum Rules and should take the other two voups of rec
ommendations as fully as possible into account in the admmistration of
penal and correctional institutions. The inclusion of a new rule, rule 95, was
authorized by the Economic and Social Council in its resolution 2076 (LXII)
of 13 May J977. The complete text of the Standard Minimum ~ules for (he
Treatment of Prisoners is contained in Human Rights: A Campi/ation of
International Instruments.

and intimidation at all levels in the diversion process. Juveniles should not
feel pressured (for example in order to avoid court appearance) or be pres
sured into consenting to diversion programmes. Thus, it is advocated that
provision should be made for an objective appraisal of the appropriateness
of dispositions involving young offenders by a "competent authority upon
application". (The "competent authority" may be different from that refer
red to in rule 14.)

Rule 11.4 recommends the provision of viable alternatives to juvenile
justice processing in the form ofcommunity-based diversion. Programmes
that involve settlement by victim restitution and those that seek to avoid
future conflict with the law through tempolary supervision and guidance
are especially commended. The merits of individunl caseJ would make
diversion appropriate, even when more serious offences have been com
mitted (for example first offence, the act having been committed under
peer pressure, "-oZ.).

12. Specialization within the police

12.1 In order to best fulfil their functions, police officers who fre
quently or exclusively deal with juveniles or who are prim~ly

engaged in the prevention of juvenile crime shall be specially
instructed and trained. In large cities, special police units
should be established for that purpose.

Commentary

Rule 12 draws attention to the need for specialized training for all law
enforcement officials who are involved in the administration of juvenile
justice. As police are the first point ofcontact with the juvenile justice sys
tem, it is most important that they act in an informed and ~ppropriate

manner.

While the relationship between urbanization and crime is clearly com
plex, an increase in juvenile crime has been associated with the growth of
large cities, particularly with rapid and unplanned growth. Specialize<l
police units would therefore be indispensable, not only in the interest of
implementing specific principles contained in the present instrument (such
as rule 1.6) but more generally for improving the prevention and control of
juvenile crime and the handling of juvenile offenders.

13. Detention pending trial

13.1 Detenticn pending trial shall be used only as a measure of last
reson and for the shortest possible period of time.

13.2 Whenever possible, detention ;!Cnding trial shall be replaced by
alternative measures, such as close supervision, intensive care
or placement with a family or in an educational setting or
home.

13.3 Juveniles under detention pending trial shall be entitled to all
rights and guarantees of the Standard Minimum Rules tCI the
Treatment of Prisoners67 adopted by the United Nations.

13.4 Juveniles under detention pending trial shall be kept separate
from adults and shall be detained in a separate institution or in
a separate part of all institution also holding adults.

13.5 While in custody, juveniles shall receive care, protection and all
necessary individual assistance - social, educational, voca
tional, psychological, medical and physical - that they may
require in view of their age, sex and IlCrsonality.

Commentary

The danger to juveniles of "criminal contamination" while in detention
pending trial must not be underestimated. It is therefore important to
stress the need for alternative measures. By doing so, rule 13.1 encourages
the devising of new and innovative measures to avoid such detention in
the interest of the well-being of the juvenile.

Juveniles under detention pending trial are entitled to all tile rights and
guarantees of the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners
as well as the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,7
especially article 9 and article 10, paragraphs 2 (b) and 3.

Rule 13.4 does not prevent States from taking other measures against the
negative influences of adult offende-rs which are at least as effective as the
measures mentioned in the rule.

Different forms ofassistance that may become necessary have been enu
merated to draw attention 10 the broad range of particular needs of young
detainees to be addressed (for example females or males, drug addicts,
alcoholics, mentally ill juveniles, young persons suffering from the trauma,
for example, of arrest, etc.).

Varyir.g physical and psychological characteristics of young detainees
may warrant classification measures by which some are kept separate while

7oConvention No. 105, adopted on 25 June 1957 by the General Con
ference ofthe International Labour Ol63nisation at its fonieth session. With
regard to the text of the Convention, see footnote 67.
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in detention penditlll trial, thus contributil18 to the avoidance of victimiza
tion and renderil18 more appropriate assistance.

The Sixth United Nations Conarcss on the Prevention ofCrime and the
Treatment of Offenders. in its resolution 463 on juvenile justice standards,
specified that the Rules, inter alia. should reOect the basic principle that
pre-trial detention should be used only as a last resort. that no minors
should be held in a lilcility where they are vulnerable to the negative influ
ences of adult detainees and that account should always be taken of the
needs particular to their stage of development.

Put three. A.1Ij.lliaUioll'" lIu,o,iti01l

14. Competent authority to adjudicate

14.1 Where the case of a juvenile offender has not been diverted
(under rule 11). she or he shall be dealt with by the competent
authority (court. tribunal, board, council, etc.) according to the
principles of a fair and just trial.

14.2 The proceedings shall be conducive to the best interests of the
juvenile and shall be conducted in an atmosphere of under
standing, which shall allow the juvenile to participate therein
and to express herself or himself freely.

Commentary

It is difficult to fonnulate a definition of the competent body or person
that would universally describe an adjudicating authority. "Competent
authority" is meant to include those who preside over courts or tribunals
(composed ofa single judge or of several members), includil18 professional
and lay mqistrates as well as administi'lltive boards (for example the Scot
tish and Scandinavian systems) or other more informal community and
conflict resolution agencies of an adjudicatory nature.

The procedure for dealing with juvenile offenders shall in any case follow
the minimum standards that are applied almost universally for any crimi
nal defendant under the procedure known as "due process of law". In
accordance with due process, a "fair and just trial" includes such basic
safeguards as the presumption of innocence, the presentation and examina
tion ofwitnesses., lhe common legal defences, the right to remain silent, the
right to llave the last word in a hearing, the right to appeal, etc. (Sce also
rule 7.1.)

IS. Legal counsel, parents and guardians

15.1 Throughout the proceedings the juvenile shall have the right to
be represented by a legal adviser or to apply for free legal aid
where there is provi3ion for such aid in the country.

15.2 The parents or the guardian shall be, entitled to participate in
the proceedings and may be required by the competent author
ity to attend them in the interest of the juvenile. They may,
however. be denied participation by the competent authority if
there are reasons to assume that such exclusion is necessary in
the interest of the juvenile.

Commentary

Rule 15.1 uses terminology similar to that found in rule 93 of the Stand
ard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners.67 Whereas legal coun
sel and free legal aid are needed to assure the juvenile legal assistance, the
right of the parents or guardian to participate as stated in rule 15.2 should
be viewed as general p!\)'Chological and emotional assistance to the juve
nile - a function extending throughout the procedure.

The competent authority's search for an adequate disposition of the case
may profit, in particular, from the co-operntion of the legal representatives
of the juvenile (or, for that matter. some other personal assistani who the
juvenile can and does really trust). Such concern can be thwarted if the
presence of parents or g'.lardians at the hearings plays a negative role, for
instance, if they display a hostile attitude towards the juvenile; hence, the
possibility of their exclusion m 1St be provided for.

16. Social inquiry repons

16.1 In all cases except those involving minor offences, tn:fore the
competent autltority renders a final disposition prior to sentenc
ing, tlte background and circumstanceS in which the juvenile is
living or tlte conditions under which tlte oll"eno:e has been com-'
mitted shall be properly investigated so lIS to faciiitate judicious
adjudication of the case by the competent autltority.

Commentary

Social inquiry reports (social reports or pre-sentence reports) are an
indispensable aid in most legal proceedings involving juveniles. The com
petent autltority should be informed of relevant facts about the juvenile,
such as social and family background, school career, educational exper
iences, etc. For tltis purpose, some jurisdictions use special social services

71 Resolution 3452 (XXX), annex.

or personnel attached to the court or board. Other personnel, including
probation offio:ers, may serve the same function. The rule therefore requires
that adequate social services should be available to deliver social inquiry
repons of a qualified nature.

17. Glliding principles in adjudication and disposition
17.1 The disposition of the competent authority shall be guided by

the following principles:

(a) The reaction taken shall ~Iways be in proponion not only
to the circumstances and th~ gravity of the offence but also
to the circumstances and the needs of the juvenile as well
as to the needs of the society;

(b) Restrictions on the personallibeny of the juvenile shall be
imposed only after careful consideration and shall be lim
ited to tlte possible minimum;

(c) Deprivation ofpersonallibeny shall not be imposed unless
the juvenile is adjudicated of a serious act involving vio
lence against another person or of persistence in commit
ting other serious offences and unless there is no other
appropriate response;

(d) The well-being of the juvenile shall be the guiding factor in
the consideration of her or his case.

17.2 Capital punishment shall not be imposed for any crime com
mitted by juveniles.

17.3 Juveniles shall not be subject to corporal punishment.

17.4 The competent authority shall have the power to discontinue
the proceedings at any time.

Commentary
The main difficulty in formulating guidelines for the adjudication of

youna persons stems from the fact that there are unresolved conflicts of a
philosophical nature, such as the following:

(a) Rehabilitation versus just desen;

(b) Assistance versus repression and punishmen<:
(c) Reaction according to the singular merits of an individual case ver

sus reaction according to the: protection of society in general;
(d) General deterrence versus individual incapacitation.

Th~ conOict between these approaches is more pronounced in juvenile
cases than in adult cases. With the variety of causes and reactions charac
terizing juvenile cases, these alternatives become intricately interwoven.

It is not the function of lhe Standard Minimum Rules for the Adminis
trat'Jn of Juvenile Justice to prescribe which approach is to be followed
but rather to identify one that is most closely in consonance with interna
tionally accepted principles. Therefore the essential elements as laid down
in rule 17.1. in particular in subparagraphs (a) and (c), are mainly to be
understood as practical guidelines that should ensure a common starting
point; if heeded by the concerned authorities (see also rule 5). they could
contribute considerably to ensuring that the fundamental rights ofjuvenile
oll"enders are protected, especially the fundamental rights of personal
development and education.

Rule 17.1 (b) implies that strictly punitive approaches are not appropri
ate. Whereas in adult cases, and possibly also in cases of seve<e oll"ences by
juveniles, just desert and retributive sanctions might be considered to ,Iave
some merit, in juvenile cases such considerations should always be out
weighed by the interest ofsafeguarding the well-being and the future of the
young person.

In line with resolution 8 of the Sixth United Nations Congress,63 rule
17.1 (b) encourages the use of alternatives to institutionalization to the
maximum extent possible, bearing in mind the need to respond to the spe
cific requirements of the young. Thus, full use should be made of the range
of existing alternative sanctions and new alternative sanctions should be
developed, bearing tlte public safety in mind. Probation should be granted
to the greatest possible extent via suspended sentences, conditional
sentences, board orders and other dispositions.

Rule 17.1 (c) corresponds to one of the guiding principles in resolution 4
offhe Sixth Congress63 which aims at avoiding incarceration in the a:se of
juveniles unless there is no otlter appropriate response LlJat will protect the
public safety.

The provision prohibiting capital punishment in r.de 17.2 is in accord
ance with article 6, rrasraph 5, of the In-m1ational Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights.

The provision against corporal punishment is in line with anicle 7 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Pfilitical Rights7,and the Declaration
on tlte Protection of All Persons from Being Subjected to Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Trealment or Punishment,71 as well
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us the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment72 and the draft convention on the rights of the
child.68

The power to discontinue the procccdilll5 at any time (rule 17.4) is a
characteristic inherent in the handling of juvenile offenders 85 opposed to
adults. At any time, circumstances may become known to the competent
authority which would make .. complete cessation of the intervention
appear to be the best disposition of the case.

18. Various disposition measures
18 1 A large variety of disposition measures shall be made available

to the competent authority, allowing for ftexibility so as to
avoid institutionaliz .tion to the greatest extent possible. Such
measures, some of which may be combined, include:
(a) Care, guidance and supervision orders;
(b) Probation;
(c) Community service orders;
Cd) Financial penalties, compensation and restitution;
(e) Intermediate treatment and other treatment -orders;
(f) Orders to participate in group counselling and similar

activities;
(g) Orders concerning foster care, living communities or other

educational settings;
(h) Other relevant orders.

18.2 !'Io juvenile shall be removed from parental SUpervision,
whether partly or entirely, unless the circumstances ofher or his
case make this necessary.

Commentary
Rule 18.1 attempts to enumerate some of the important reactions and

sanctions that have bee" practised and proved successful thus far, in differ
ent legal systems. On the whole they represent promising options that
deserve replication and further development. The rule does not enumerate
staffing requirements because of possible shonagcs of adequate staff in
some regions; in those regions measures requiring less staffmay be tried or
developed.

The examples given in rule Ill.1 have in common, above all, a reliance
on and an appeal to the community for the effective implementation of
alternative dispositions. Community-based correction is a traditional
measure that has taken on many aspects. On that basis, relevant authorities
should be encouraged to offer community-based services.

Rule 18.2 points to the importance of the family which, according to
snicle 10, l---~ph I, of the Interna:;onal Covenant on Economic, Social
and .Cultural Rights, is "the natu:1ll and fundamental group unit of soci
ety".7 Within the family, the parents have not only the right but also the
responsibility to care for and SUpervise their children. Rule 18.2, therefore,
requires that the separation of children from their parents is a measure of
last resort. It may be resorted to only when the facts ofthe case clearly war
rant this grave step (for example child abuse).

19. Least possible use ofinstitutionalization
19.1 The placement of a juvenile in an institution shall always be a

disposition of last resort and for the minimum necessary
period.

Commentary
Progressive criminology advocates the use of non-institutional over

institutional treatment. Little or no difference has been found in terms of
the success of institutionalization as compared to non-institutionalization.
The many adverse inftuences on lin individual that seem unavoidable
within any institutional setting evidently cannot be outbalanccd by treat
ment efforts. This is especially the case for juveniles, who are vulnerable to
nClllltive inftuences. Moreover, the negative effects, not only of loss of lib
erty but also ofseparation from the usual social environment, are certainly
more acute for juveniles than for adults because of their early stage of
development.

Rule 19 aims at restricting institutionalization in two regan;ls: in quan
tity ("last resort") and in time ("minimum neccssa.."Y Pllriod"). Rule 19
reft~ts one. of the basic fUid~ng p~nciples of resolution 4 of tile Sixth
United Nauons Congress: 3 a Juvemle offender should not be incarcerated
unless there is no other appropria!e response. The rule, therefore, makes
the appeal that if a juvenile must be institutionalized, the loss of liberty
should be restricted to the least possible degree, with special institutional
arrangements for confinement and bearing in mind the differences in kinds
of offenders, offences and institutions. In filet, priority shollld be given to
"open" over "closed" institutions. Furthermore, any facility should be ofa
correctional or educational rather than of a prison type.

72 Resolution 39/46, annex.

20. Avoidance ofunnecessary delay

20.1 Each case shall from the outset be handled expeditiously, with
out any unnecessary delay.

Commentary

The speedy conduct of formal procedures in juvenile cases is a para
mount concern. Otherwise whatever good may be achieved by the proce
dure and the disposition is at risk. As time passes, the juvenile willlind it
increasingly difficult, if not impossible, to relate the procedure and disposi
tion to the olfence, both intellectually and psychologically.

21. Records

21.1 Records of juvenile offenders shall be kept strictly conlidential
and closed to third panies. Access to such records shall be lim
ited to persons directly concerned with the disposition of the
case at hand or other duly authorized persons.

21.2 Records ofjuvenile offenders shall not be used in adult pr()(:eed
illl5 in subsequent cascs involving the same offender.

Commentary

The rule attempts to achieve a balance between confticting interes~ con
nected with records or files: those of the police, prosecution and other
authorities in improving control versus the interests of the juvenile
offender. (See also rule 8.) "Other duly authorized persons" would gener
ally include, among others, researchers.

22. Need for professionalism and training

22.1 Professional education, in-service training, refresher courses
and other appropriate modes of instruction shall be utilized to
establish and maintain the necessary professional competence
of all personnel dealing with juvenile cases.

22.2 Juvenile justice personnel shall reftect the diversity ofjuveniles
who come into contact with the juvenile justice system. Elforts
shall be made to ensure the fair representation of women and
minorities in juvenile justice agencies.

Commentary

The authorities competent for disposition may be persons with very dif
ferent backgrounds (magistrates in the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland and in regions inftuenccd by the common law sys
tem; legally uained judges in countries using Roman law and in regions
inftuenccd by them; and elsewhere elected or appointed laymen or jurists,
members of community-based boards etc.). For all these authorities, a
minimum training in law, sociology, psychology, criminology and
behavioural sciences would be required. This is considered as important as
the organizational specialization and independence of the competent
authority.

For social workers and probation officers, it might not be feasible to
require professional specialization as a prerequisite for taking over any
function dealing with juvenile offenders. Thus, professional on-th..-job
instruction would be minimum qualifications.

Professional qualifications are an essential element in ensuring the
impartial and effective administration ofjuvenile justice. Accordingly, it is
necessary to improve the recruitment, advancement and professional train
ing of personnel and to provide them with the necessary means to enable
them to properly fulfil their functions.

All political, social, sexual, mcial, religious, cultural or any other kind of
discrimination in the selection, appointment and advancement ofjuvenile
justice personnel should be avoided in order to achieve impartiality in the
administration of juvenile justice. This was recommended by the Sixth
Congress. Furthermore, !he Sixth Congress called on Member States to
ensure the fair and equal treatment ofwomen as criminal justice personnel
and recommended that special measures should be taken to recruit, uain
and facilitate the advancement of female personnel in juvenile justice
administration.63

Put foar. NOfl-;IUt;tlIt;olUll tmltMDlt

23. Effective implemeTllation ofdisposition

23.1 Appropriate provisions shall be made for the implementation
of orders of the competent authority, as referred to in rule 14.1
above, by that authority itselfor by some other authority as cir
cumstances may require.

23.2 Such provisions shall include the power to modifY the orders as
the competent authority may deem necessary from time to
time, provided that such modification shall be determined in
accordance with the principles contained in these Rules.
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Commentary

Disposition in juvenile cases, more so than in adult cases, tends to in8u
ence the offender's life for a long period of time. ThUs, it is imporlllnt that
the competent authority or an independent body (parole board, probation
office, youth welfare institutions or others) with qualifications equal to
those ofthe competent authority that originally disposed ofthe case should
monitor the implementation of the disposition. In some countries, a juge
de I'exicution des peines has been installed for this purpose.

The composition, powers and functions ofthe authority must be 8exible;
they are der..cribed in general tenns in rule 23 in order to ensure wide
acceptability.

24. Provision ofneeded assistance

24.1 Efforts shall be made to provide juveniles. at all stages of the
proceedings, with necessary assistance such as lodging, educa
tion or vocational trliining, employment or any other assistance,
helpful and practical, in order to facilitate the rehabilitative
process.

Commentary

The promotion of the well-being of the juvenile is of paramount consid
eration. Thus, rule 24 emphasizes the importance of providing requisite
facilities, services and other necessary assistance as may further the best
interests of the juvenile throughout the rehabilitative process.

2S. Mobilization of volunteers and other community services

2S.1 Volunteers, voluntary organizations, local institutions and
other community resources shall be called upon to contribute
effectively to the rehabilitation of the juvenile in a community
setting and, as far as possible, within the family unit.

Commentary

This rule re8ects the need for a rehabilitative orientation ofall work with
juvenile offenders. Co-operation with the community is indispenSllble if
the directives of the competent authority are to be carried out effectively.
Volunti:Crs and voluntary services, in particular, have proved to be valu
able resources but are at present undemtilizerl. In some instances, the c0

operation of ex:.offenders (including ,ex-addicts) can be of considerable
assistance.

Rule 2S emanates from the princillles laid down in rules 1.1 to 1.6 and
follows the relevant provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights.7

Part fiyc. llUtit.tiotl8ltmltlMlft

26. Objectives ofinstitutional treatmen;'

26.1 The objective of training and treatmen~ uf jlwe"iles placed in
institutions is to provide care, protection, t"JUcatiOll, and voca
tional skills, with a view 10 assisting tb~r,l 10 astume socially
constructive and productive roles in socii,ty.

26.2 Juveniles in institutions shall receive care, pmtection and all
necessary assistance - social, educational, vocational, psycho
logical, medical and physical - that they may require because
of their age, sex and personality and in the interest of their
wholesome development.

26.3 Juveniles in institutions shall be kept separate from adults and
shall be detained in a separate institution or in a separate part of
an institution also holding adults.

26.4 Young female offenders placed in an institution deserve special
attention as to their personal needs and problems. They shall by
no means receive less care, protection, assistance, treatment and
training than young male offenders. Their fair treatment shall be
ensured.

26.S In the interest and well-being of the institutionalized juvenile,
the parents or guardians shall have a right of access.

26.6 Inter-ministerial and inter-departmental co-operation shall be
fostered for the purpose of providing adequate academic or, as
appropriate, vocational training to institutionalized juveniles, /
with a view to ensuring that they do not leave the institution at .
an educational disadvantage.

Commentary

The objectives of institutional treatment as stipulated in rules 26.1 and
26.2 would be acceptable to any system and culture. However, they have
not yet been attained everywhere, and much more has to be done in this
respect.

73 Sce resolution 3S/171, annex, para. 1.6.
74 Resolution 2263 (XXII).

Medical and psychological assistance, in particular, are extremely impor
tant for institutionalized drug addicts, violent and mentally ill young per
sons.

The avoidance of negative in8uences through adult offenders and the
safeguarding of the well-being of juveniles in an institutional setting, as
stipulated in rule 26.3, are in line with one ofthe basic guiding principles of
the Rules, as set out by the Sixth Congc'CSS in its resolution 4.63 The rule
does not prevent States from taking other measures against the negative
in8uences ofadult offenders, which are at least as effective as the measures
mentioned in the rule. (Sce also rule 13.4.)

Rule 26.4 addresses the fact that female offenders nonnally receive less
attention than their male counterparts, as pointed out by the Sixth
Congress. In particular, resolution 9 of the Sixth Congress63 calls for the
fair treatment of female offenders at every stage ofcriminal justice proces
ses and for special attention to their particular problems and needs while in
custody. Moreover, this rule should also be considered in the light of the
Caracas Declaration of the Sixth Congress, which, inter alia, calls for equal
treatment in criminal justice administration,73 and against the background
of tile Declaration on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women74

and the Convention on the Elimination of All Fonns of Discrimination
against Women.7S

The right of access (rule 26.S) follows from the provisions of rules 7.1,
10.1, I S.2 and 18.2. Inter-ministerial and inter-departmental co-operation
(rule 26.6) are of panicular imponance in the interest ofgenerally enhanc
ing the quality of institutional treatment and training.

27. Application ofthe Standard Minimum Rulesfor the Treatment
ofPrisoners adopted by the United Nations

27.1 The Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners
and related recommendations shall be applicable as far as rele
vant to the treatment ofjuvenile offenders in institutions, inclu
ding those in detention pending adjudication.

27.2 ,Efforts shall be made to implement the relevant principles laid
down in the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of
Prisoners to the 18I1CSt possible extent so as to meet the varying
needs of juveniles specific to their age, sex and personality.

Commentary

The Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners were
among the first instruments of this kind to be promulgated by the United
Nations. It is generally agreed that they have had a world-wide impact.
Although there are still countries wherc implementation is more an aspira
tion than a fact, those Standard Minimum Rules continue to be an impor
tant in8uence in the humane and equitable administration of correctional
institutions.

Some essential protections covering juvenile offenders in institutions are
contained in the Standard Minimum Rules' for the Treatment of Prisoners
(at'COmmodation, architecture, bedding, clothing, complaints and requests,
contact with the outside world, food, medical care, religious service, sepa
ration ofages, staffing, work, etc.) as are provisions concerning punishment
and discipline, and restraint for dangerous offenders. It would not be
appropriate to modify those Standard Minimum Rules according to the
particular characteristics of institutions for juvenile offenders within the
scope of the Standard Minimum Rules for the Administration of Juvenile
Justice.

Rule 27 focl'1CS on the neassary requirements for juveniles in institu
tions (rule 27.1) dS well as 011 the varying needs specific to their age, sex and
personality (rule 27.2). Thus, the objectives and content of the rule inter.e
late to the relevant provisions of the Standard Minimum Rules for the
Treatment of Prisoners.

28. Frequent and early recourse to conditional release

28.1 Conditional release from an institution shall be used by the
appropriate authority to the greatest possible extent, and shall
be granted at the earliest pcssible time.

28.2 Juveniles released conditionally from an institution shall be
assisted and supervised by an appropriate authority and shall
receive full support by the community.

Commentary

The power to order conditional release may rest with the competent
authority, as mentioned in rule 14.1, or with some other authority. In view
of this, it is adequate to refer here to the "appropriate" rather than to the
"competent" authority.

Circumstances,pennitting, conditional release shall be preferred to serv
ing a full sentence. Upon evidence of satisfactory progress towards rehabil-

75 Resolution 34/180, annex.
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itation, even otTenders who had been deemed dangerous at the time oftheir
institutionalization can be conditionally released whenever feasible. Like
probation, such release may be conditional on the satisfactory fulfilment of
the requirements specified by the relevant authorities for a period of time
established in the decision, for example relating to "good behaviour" ofthe
otTender, attendance in community programmes, residence in half-way
houses, etc.

In the case ofotTenders conditionally released from an institution, assist
ance and supervision by a probation or other officer (particularly where
probation has not yet been adopted) should be provided and community
support should be encouraged.

29. Semi-institutional arrangements

29.1 EtTorts shaH be made to provide semi-institutional arrange
ments, such as half-way houses, educational homes, day-time
training centres and other such appropriate arrangements that
may assist juveniles in their proper reintegration into society.

Commentary

The importance ofcare following a period of institutionalization should
not be underestimated. This rule emphasizes the necessity offorming a net
of semi-institutional arrangements.

This rule also emphasizes the need for a diverse range of facilities and
services designed to meet the ditTerent needs of young otTenders re-entering
the community and to provide guidance and structural support as an
important step towards successful reintegration into society.

Part six. Ruetuej, p1lut"illg, policy /o"".t.tio" tuUl ntlllllltio"

30. Research as a basis for planning, policy formulation
and evaluation

30.1 EtTorts shall be made to organize and promote necessary
research as a basis for etTective planning and policy formula
tion.

30.2 EtTorts shall be made to review and appraise periodically the
trends, problems and causes ofjuvenile delinquency and crime
as well as the varying particular needs ofjuveniles in custody.

30.3 EtTorts shall be made to establish a rcguIar evaluative~h
mechanism built into the system ofjuvenile justice administra
tion and to collect and analyse relevant data and information
for appropriate assessment and future improvement and reform
of the administration.

30.4 The delivery of services in juvenile justice admini~trationshall
be systc:rnatically planned and implemented as an integral part
of national development etTorts.

Commentary

The utilization efresearch as a basis for an intormed juvenile justice pol
icy is widely acknowledged as an important mechanism for keeping prac
tices abreast of advances in knowledge and the continuing development
and improvement of the juvenile justice system. The mutual feedback
between research and policy is especially important in juvenile justice.
With rapid and often drastic changes in the life-styles of the young and in
the forms and dimensions of juvenile crime, the societal and justice
responses to juvenile crime and delinquency quickly become outmoded
and inadequate.

Rule 30 thus establishes standards for integrating research into the pro
cess of policy formulation and application in juvenile justice administra
tion. The rule draws particular attention to the need for regular review and
evaluation of existing programmes and measures and for planning within
the broader context of overall development objectives.

A constant appraisal of the needs ofjuveniles, as well as the trends and
problems of delinquency, is a prerequisite for improving the methods of
formulating appropriate policies and establishing adequate interventions,
at both formal and informal levels. In this context, research by indepen
dent persons and bodies ghould be facilitated by responsible agencies, and
it may be valuable to obtain and to take into account the views ofjuveniles
themselves, not only those who come into contact with the system.

The process of planning mllst particularly emphasize a more etTective
and equitable system for the delivery of necessary s:rvices. TowardG that
end, there should be a comprehensive and rcguIar assessment ofthe wide
ranging, particular needs and problems ofjuveniles and an identification of
clear-cut priorities. In that connection, there should also be a co-ordination
in the use ofexisting resources, including alternatives and community sup
port that would be suitable in setting up specific procedures designed to
implement and monitor established programmes.

40/34. Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for
Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power

The General Assembly,
Recalling that the Sixth United Nations Congress on the

Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders rec
ommended that the United Nations should continue its
present work on the development ofguidelines and stand
ards regarding abuse of economic and political power,S6

Cognizant that millions of people throughout the world
suffer harm as a result ofcrime and the abuse ofpower and
that the rights of these victims have not been adequately
recognized,

Recognizing that the victims ofcrime and the victims of
abuse of power, and also frequently their families, wit
nesses and others who aid them, are unjustly subjected to
loss, damage or injury and that they may, in addition, 'suf
fer hardship when assisting in the prosecution ofoffenders,

I. Affirms the necessity ofadopting national and inter
national measures in order to secure the universal and
effective recognition of, and respect for, the rights of vic
tims of crime and of abuse of power;

2. Stresses the need to promote progress by all States
in their efforts to that end, without prejudice to the rights
of suspects or offenders;

3. Adopts the Declaration of Basic Principles ofJustice
for Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power, annexed to the
present resolution, which is designed to assist Govern
ments and the international community in their efforts to
secure justice and assistance for victims ofcrime and vic
tims of abuse of power;

4. Calls upon Member States to take the necessary
steps to give effect to the provisions contained in the Dec
laration and, in order to curtail victimization as referred to
hereinafter, endeavour:

(a) To implement social, health, including mental
health, educational, economic and specific crime preven
tion policies to reduce victimization and encourage assist
ance to victims in distress;

(b) To promote commwtity efforts and public partici
pation in crime prevention;

(c) To review periodically their e,,·.sting legislation and
practices in order to ensure responsiveness to changing cir
cumstances, and to enact and enforce legislation proscrib
ing acts that violate internationally recognized norms
relating to human rights, cOipOrate conduct and other
abuses· of power;

(d) To establish and strengthen the means.of detecting,
prosecuting and sentencing those guilty of crimes;

(e) To promote disclosure of relevant information to
expose official and corporate conduct to public scrutiny,
and other ways ofincreasing responsiveness to public con
cerns;

(f) To promote the observance ofcodes ofconduct and
ethical norms, in particular international standards, by
public servants, including law enforcement, correctionaI,
medical, social service and military personnel, as well as
the staff of economic enterprises; .

(g) To prohibit practices and procedures conducive to
abuse, such as secret places of detention and in...:'ommuni
cado detention;

(h) To co-operate with other States, through mutual
judicial and administrative assistance, in such matters as
the detection and pursuit of offenders, their extradition
and the seizure of their assets, to be used for restitution to
the victims;

5. Recommends that, at the international and regional
levels, all appropriate measures should be taken:
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(a) To promote training activities designed to foster
adherence to United Nations standards and norms and to
curtail possible abuses;

(b) To sponsor collaborative action-research on ways
in which victimization can be reduced and victims aided,
and to promote information exchanges on the most effec
tive means of so doing;

(c) To render direct aid to requesting Governments
designed to help them curtail victimization and alleviate
the plight of victims;

(d) To develop ways and means of providing recourse
for victims where national channels may be insufficient;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to invite Member
States to report periodically to the General Assembly on
the implementation of the Declaration, as well as on meas
ures taken by them to this effect;

7. Also requests the Secretary-General to make use of
the opportunities, which all relevant bodies and organiza
tions within the United Nations system offer, to assist
Member States, whenever necessary, in improving ways
and means of protecting victims both at the national level
and through international co-operation;

8. Further requests the Secretary-General to promote
the objectives of the Declaration, in particular by ensuring
its widest possible dissemination;

~. Urges the specialized agencies and other entities and
bodies of the United Nations system, other relevant inter
governmental and non-governmental organizations and
the public to co-operate in the implementation of the pro
visions of the Declaration.

96th plenary meeting
29 November 1985

ANNEX

Declaration of Basic Principles of JUstIce for Victims
of Crime and Abase of Power

A. YictilRll ofcrime
I. "Victims" means persons who, individually or collectively, have

suffered harm, including physical or mental injury, emotional suffering,
economic loss or substantial impairment of their fundamental rights,
through acts or omissions that are in violation of criminal laws operative
within Member States, including those laws proscribing criminal abuse of
power.

2. A person may be considered a victim, under this Declaration,
regardless ofwhether the perpetrator is identified, apprehended, prosecuted
or convicted and regardless of the familial relationship between the perpe
trator and the victim. The term "victim" also includes, where appropriate,
the immediate family or dependants of the direct victim and persons who
have suffered harm in intervening to assist victims in distress or to prevent
victimization.

3. The provisions contained herein shall be applicable to all, without
distinction of any kind, such as race, cole!lf, sex, age, language, religion,
nationality, political or other opinion, cultural beliefs or practices, prop
erty, birth or family status, ethnic or social origin, and disability.

Access to justice and fair treatment

4. Victims should be treated with compassion and respect for their dig
nity. They are entitled to access to the mechanisms of justice and to
prompt redress, as provided for by national legislation, for the harm thdt
they have suffered. .

S. Judicial and administrative mechanisms should be established and
strengthened where necessary to enable victims to obtain redress through
formal or informal procedures that are expeditious, fair, inexpensive and
accessible. Victims should be informed of their rights in seeking redress
through such mechanisms.

6. The responsiveness of judicial and administrative processes to the
needs of victims should be facilitated by:

(a) Informing victims of their role and the scope, timing and progress
of the proceedings and of the disposition of their cases, especially where

serious crimes are involved and where they have requested such informa
tion;

(b) Allowing the views and concerns of victims to be presented and
considered at approprinte stages of the proceedings where their personal
interests are affected, without prejudice to the accused and consistent with
the relevant national criminal justice system;

(c) Providing proper assistance to victims throughout the legal process:

(d) T&king measures to minimize inconvenience to victims, protect
their privacy, when necessary, and ensure their safety, as well as that of
their fi,milies and witnesses on their behalf, from intimidation and retalia
tion;

(e) Avoiding unnecessary delay in the disposition of cases and the exe
cution of orders or decrees granting awards to victims.

7. Informal mechanisms for the resolution ofdisputes, including medi
ation, arbitration and customary justice or indigenous practices, should be
utilized wti:re appropriate to facilitate conciliation and redress for victims.

Restitution

8. Offenders or third parties responsible for their behaviour should.
where appropriate, make fair restitution to victims, their families or
dependantll. Such restitution should include the return of propeny or pay
ment for the harm or loss suffered, reimbursement ofexpenses incurred as
a result of the victimization, the provision of services and the restoration
ofri8bts.

9. Governments should review their practices, regulations and laws to
consider restitution as an available sentencing option in criminal cases, 10

addition to other criminal sanctions.

10. In cases of substantial harm to the environment, restitution, if
ordered, should include, as far as possible, restoration of the environment,
reconstruction of the infrastructure, replacement of community facilities
and reimbursement of the expenses of relocation, whenever such harm
results in the dislocation of a community.

11. Where public officials or other agents acting in an offiCial or quasI·
official capacity have violated national criminal laws, the victims should
receive restitution from the Sllite whose officials or agents were responsible
for the harm inflicted. In cases where the Government under whose
authority the victimizing act or omission occurred is no longer in existence,
the State or Government successor in title should provide restitution to the
victims.

Compensation

12. When compensation is not fully available from the offender or
other sources, States should endeavour to provide financial compensation
to:

(a) Victims who have sustained significant bodily injury or impairment
of physical or mental health as a result of serious crimes;

(b) The family, in particular dependants of persons who have died or
become physically or mentally incapacitated as a result of such victimi7.8
tion.

13. The establishment, strengthening and expansion of national funds
for compensation to victims should be encouraged. Where appropriate,
other fund~ may also be established for this purpose, including in those
cases where the State ofwhich the victim is 3 national is not in a position
to compensate the victim for the harm.

Assistance

14. Victims should receive the necessary mllterial, medical, psychologi
cal and social assistance through governmental, voluntary, community
based and indigenous means.

I s. Victims should be informed ('f the availability of health and social
services and other relevant assistance and be readily afforded access to
them.

16. Police, justice, health, social service and other personnel concerned
should receive training to sensitize them to the needs ofvictims, and guide
lines to ensure proper and prompt aid.

17. In providing services and assistance to victims, attention should be
given to those who have special needs because of the nature of the harm
inflicted or because of factors such as those mentioned in paragraph 3
above.

B. Yleti_ ofabU" ofpower
18. "Victims" means persons WM, individually or COllectively, have

suffered harm, including physical or mental injury, emotional suffering,
economic loss or substantial impairment of their fundnmental rights,
through acts or omissions that do not yet constitute violations of national
criminlll1 laws but of internationally recognized norms relating fo human
rights.

I

I'
I:
~I
!
!
1
J

!

19. States 5

proscribing ab
abuses. In parti
pensation, and
ance and SUppl

20. States s
ies relating to

21. States 5

to ensure their
enforce, if nee
abuses of polit
mechanisms fo
readily availab

40/35. Th
of

The Gene
Recalling

Nations Co
Treatment c
5 Septembe
elaboration
administratJ
juveniles,

Noting tl
Rules for th
ing Rules)16
Congress on
Offenders, 1
tember 198
justice and
young persc

Mindful (
internatiom
among the

Recognizi
includes m~
abandoned,
stances and,

Recognizi
youngperso
are at social

Acknowle
tion of juve
assistance aJ
needs of the
commit crir
supportive
ment,

1. Take.
by the Unit
tion of Cril
regional cor

2. Also
paper prepa
tice;77

3. Endo
report of 11:
Seventh UII
Crime and
from 14 to

4. Reqw.
to take the
in the field
nile delinqu

76 Resolution
77 A/CONF.I
78A/CONF.1



VI. ResolutWDI adopted ou the reports of the Third Committee

19. States should consider incorporating into the national law nonns
proscribing abuses of power and providing remedies to victims of such
abuses. In particular, such remedies should include restitution and/or com
pensation, and necessary material, medical, psychological and social assist
anoe and support.

20. States should consider negotiating multilateral international treat
ies relating to victims, as defined in paragraph 18.

21. States should periodically review existing legislation and practices
to ensure their responsiveness to changing circumstances, should enact and
enforce, if necessary. legislation proscribing acts that constitute serious
abuses of political or economic power, as well as promoting policies and
mechanisms for the prevention ofsuch acts, and should develop and make
readily available appropriate rights and remedies for victims of such acts.

40/35. Development of standards for the prevention
of juvenile delinquency

The General Assembly,
Recalling reso:ution 4 adopted by the Sixt\} United

Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the
Treatment ofOffenders, held at Caracas from 25 August to
5 September 1980,63 in which the Congress called for the
elaboration of a set of standard minimum rules for the
administration of juvenile justice and for the care of
juveniles,

Noting that the United Nations Standard Minimum
Rules for the Administration ofJuvenile Justice (the Beij
ing Rules)16 recommended by the Seventh United Nations
Congress on the Prevention ofCrime and the Treatment of
Offenders, held at Milan, Italy, from 26 August to 6 Sep
tember 1985, are limited to the administration ofjuvenile
justice and the assurance of legal guarantees in respect of
young persons in conflict with the law,

Mindful of the need to develop national, regional and
international strategies for the prevention of delinquency
among the young,

Recognizing that the prevention ofjuvenile delinquency
includes measures for the protection of juveniles who are
abandoned, neglected, abused and in ml'l,rginal circum
stances and, in general, those who are at social risk,

Recognizing further the existence of a large Dumber of
young persons who are not in conflict with the law but who
are at social risk,

Acknowledging that one of the basic aims nfthe preven
tion of juvenile delinquency is the provision of requisite
assistance and a range ofopportunities to meet the varying
needs of the young, especially those who are most likely to
commit crime or to be exposed to crime, and to serve as a
supportive framework to safeguard their proper develop
ment,

1. Takes note with appreciation ofthe work undertaken
by the United Nations regional .institutes for the preven
tion of crime and the treatment of offenders and the
regional commissions in the field of crime prevention;

2. Also takes note with appreciation of the working
paper prepared by the Secretariat on youth, crime and jus
tice;77

3. Endorses the recommendations contained in the
report of the Interregional Preparatory Meeting for the
Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, held at Beijing
from 14 to 18 May 1984;78

4. Requests the Secretary-General and Member States
to take the necessary steps to establish joint programmes
in the field ofjuvenile justice and the prevention of juve
nile delinquency with the United Nations Social Defence

76 Resolution 40/33, annex.
77 AlCONF.12117.
78 AlCONF.121/IPMI\, sect. 11.
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Research Institute, the United Nations regional institutes
for the prevention ofcrime and the treatment ofoffenders,
the Arab Security Studies and Training Centre at Riyadh
and other national and regional instItutes, and with the
assistance of regional commissions and national corre
spondents, which would include the foUowing activities:

(a) To study the situation ofjuveniles at social risk and
to examine the relevant policies and practices of preven
tion within the context of socio-economic development;

(b) To intensify efforts in training, research and advi
sory services for the prevention ofjuvenile delinquency;

5. Invites Member States to adopt distinct measures
and systems appropriate to the interest of juveniles at
social risk;

6. Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to
request the Committee on Crime Prevention and Conlrol,
with the assistance of the United Nations institutes for the
prevention of crime and the treatment of offenders, the
regional commissions and the specialized agencies, to
develop standards for the prevention of juvenile delin
quency which would assist Member States in formulating
and implementing specialized programmes and policies,
emphasizing assistance and care and the active involve
ment of the community, and to report to the Eighth
United Nations Congress on the Prevention ofCrime and
the Treatment ofOffenders on the progress achieved in the
development of the proposed standards, for review and
final action;

7. Requests that the prevention of delinquency among
the young should be considered regularly by the Commit
tee on Crime Prevention and Control and that it should be
considered by the Eighth United Nations Congress on the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders,
under a separate agenda item;

8. Urges all relevant bodies within the United Nations
system to collaborate with the Secretary-General in taking
appropriate measures to ensure the implementation of the
present resolution.

96th plenary meeting
29 November 1985

40/36. Domestic violence

The General Assembly,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution 1984/
14 of24 May 1984 on violence in the family,

Recalling also resolution 9 adopted by the Sixth United
Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the
Treatment of Offenders, in which the Congress called for
the fair treatment of women by the criminal justice sys
tem,63

Bearing in mind the recommendations made on the sub
ject of domestic violence by the World Conference to
Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and
Peace,79

Having regard to the Declaration on the Rights of the
Child,62 in particular principle 9 concerning the protection
of the child against exploitation, neglect and cruelty, and
the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Dis
crimination against Women,75

Mindful of the important role of the family in ensuring
the proper development of the young and their integration

79 See Repon ofthe World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achieve
ments ofthe United Nations Decadefor Women: Equality, Development and
Peace, Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.85.1V.1O), chap. I, sect. A.
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into the mainstream of society, and in preventing delin
quency,

Mindful further of the social aspects of domestic vio
lence and of the great importance of emphasizing and
developing appropriate methods of conflict resolution
between the parties involved,

Recognizing that abuse and battery in the family are
critical problems that have serious physical and psycholog
ical effects on individual family members, especially the
young, and jeopardize the health and survival of the fam
ily unit,

Recognizing further the adverse effects of exposure to
domestic violence, especially at an early stage of human
development, and the incalculable harm thereof,

Convinced that the problem of domestic violence is a
multifaceted one which should be examined from the per
spective of crime prevention and criminal justice in the
context of socio··economic circumstances,

Convinced also of the necessity to improve the situation
of the victims of domestic violence,

Concerned that the abuse of alcohol, narcotic drugs and
psychotropic substances may be an exacerbating factor in
domestic violence and that the effects thereof should be
further examined,

I. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Secretary-General on the situation of women as victims of
crime;80

2. Invites Member States concerneo to take specific
action urgently in order to prevent domestic violence and
to render the appropriate assistance to the victims thereof;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to intensify research
on domestic violence from a criminological perspective to
formulate distinct action-oriented strategies that could
serve as a basis for policy formulation and to report
thereon to the Eighth United Nations Congress on the Pre
vention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders;

4. Requests the Economic and SOCial Council to invite
the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control to exam
ine the problem of domestic violence;

5. Urges all relevant United Nations bodies, agencies
and institutes to collaborate with the Secretary-General in
ensuring a concerted and sustained effort to combat this
problem;

6. Invites t'1e Eighth United Nations Congress on the
Prevention of ~rime and the Treatment of Offenders to
consider the problem of domestic violence under a sepa
rate agenda item dealing with domestic violence;

7. Invites Member States to adopt specific measures
with a view to making the criminal and civil justice system
more sensitive in its response to domestic violence, inclu
ding the following:

(a) To introduce, if not already in existence, civil and
criminal legislation in order to deal with particular prob
lems of domestic violence, and to enact and enforce such
laws in order to protect battered family members and pun
ish the offender and to offer alternative ways of treatment
for offenders, according to the type of violence;

(b) To respect, in all instances of the criminal proceed
ing, starting with the police investigation, the special arid
sometimes delicate position of the victim, in particular in
the manner in which the victim is treated;

(c) To initiate preventive measures, such as providing
support and counselling to families, in order to improve
their a.bility to create a non-violent environment, empha
sizing principles ofeducation, equality of rights and equal-

80 AlCONF.121/J6.

ity ofresponsibilities between women and men, their part
nership and the peaceful resolution of conflicts;

(d) To inform the public, as necessary, through all
available channels, about serious acts of violence perpe
trated against children, in order to create public awareness
of this problem;

(e) To deliver appropriate, specialized assistance to
victims of domestic violence, as an integral part of social
policy;

(f) To provide, as a temporary solution, shelters and
other facilities and services for the safety of victims of
domestic violence;

(g) To provide specialized training and units for those
who deal in some capacity with victims of domestic vio
lence;

(h) To initiate or intensify research and collect data on
the background, extent and types of domestic violence;

(I) To make legal remedies to domestic violence more
accessible and, in view of the criminogenic effects of the
ph~nomenon, in particular on young victims, to give due
consideration to the interests of society by maintaining a
balance between intervention and ~he protection of pri
vacy;

(j) To ensure that social welfare and health administra
tion systems are engaged more intensely in providing
assistance to victims of familial violence and abuses, and
to make all efforts to co-ordinate social welfare and crimi
nal justice measures.

96th plenary meeting
29 November 1985

40/37. Expression of appreciation to the Govern
ment and people of Ita~y on the occasion of
the Seventh United Nations Congress on the
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of
Offenders

The General Assembly,

Taking into account the significance and the results of
the Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, held at Milan,
Italy, from 26 August to 6 September 1985,57

Expresses its deep appreciation to the Government and
people of Italy for acting as host to the Seventh United
Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the
Trer.tment of Offenders.

96th plenary meeting
29 November 1985

40/38. International Research and Training Insti
tute for the Advancement of Women

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 37/56 of 3 December 1982, 38/
104 of 16 December 1983 and 39/122 of 14 December
1984, as well as Economic and Social Council resolution
1985/45 of 31 May 1985,

Taking note with satisfaction of th:.. report of the Inter
national Research and Training Instib••e for the Advance
ment of Women on its activities,81

Taking note with interest of the Institute's mode ofoper
ation, through the use ofnetworks, in carrying out its func
tions at the international, regional and national levels,

81 Al401707, annex.
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Recogni:. . the importance of research, training and
information activities for the increased participation of
women in the development process at all levels,

Recognizing also the importance of research, training
and information activities for the implementation of the
Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement
ofWomen,79

1. Requests the International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement of Women to strengthen its
activities in research and training for the formulation of
policy analysis, planning and programming relevant to the
increased participation of women in development,
especially its activities in statistics, indicators and data rel
evant to women, in particular in the developing countries,
at the national and regional levels;

2. -Also requests the Institute to give particular empha
sis in its programme of activities to innovative method
ological approaches related to women and development in
research, training and information programmes;

3. Calls upon competent institutions and organizations
within and outside the United Nations system to continue
their collaboration with the Institute by strengthening the
network of co-operative arrangements related to pro
grammes concerning women and development;

4. Invites States, intergovernmental and non-govern
mental organizations to contribute to the United Nations
Trust Fund for the International Research and Training
Institute for the Advancement of Women, in view of the
long-term projection for the work of the Institute;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its forty-second session a report on
the activities of the Institute;

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-second session the item entitled "International
Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of
Women".

96th plenary meeting
29 November 1985

40/39. Convention on the EliminatioG of All Forms
of Discrimination against Women

The General Assembly,
Bearing in mind that one of the purposes of the United

Nations, as stated in Articles 1 and 55 of the Charter, is to
promote universal respect for human rights and funda
mental freedoms for all without distinc~ion of any kind,
including distinction as to sex,

Reaffirming that women and men should participate
equally in social, economic and political development,
should contribute equally to such development and should
share equally in improved conditions of life,

Recalling its resolution 34/180 of 18 December 1979,
by which it adopted the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Discrimination against Women,

Recalling also its resolutions 35/140 of 11 December
1980,36/131 of 14 December 1981, 37/64 of3 December
1982, 38/109 of 16 December 1983 and 39/130 of 14
December 1984,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on
the status of the Convention,82

Having considered the report of the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women on the
work of its fourth session,83

82 A/40/623.
83 01licial Records ofthe General Assembly. Fortieth Session. Supplement

No.4"(A/40/4S).

I. Notes with appreciation the increal'ing number of
Member States that have ratified or acceded to the Con
vention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimina
tion against Women;

2. Urges all States that have not yet ratified or acceded
to the Convention to do so as soon as possible, taking into
account the World Conference to Review and Appraise the
Achievements of the United Naticns Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace, held at Nairobi from
15 to 26 July 1985;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to submit annually
to the General Assembly a report on the status of the Con
vention;

4. Takes note of the report of the Committee on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women on the
work of its fourth session;

5. Emphasizes the importance of the strictest compli
ance by States parties with their obligations under the
Convention;

6. Urges States parties to make all possible efforts to
submit their initial implementation reports in accordance
with article 18 of the Convention and the guidelines of the
Committee, and requests the Committee, in organizing its
work, to ensure that the reports of States parties are ade
quately reviewed within the quadrennial cycle envisaged
in the Convention;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to make all efforts to
ensure adequate servicing for the effective functioning of
the Committee as a treaty body of the United NatioJ)s;

8. Takes note once again ofthe discussion in the Com
mittee, at its third session,84 concerning the inclusion in
the agenda of a future session of an item on ways and
means of implementing article 21 of the Convention,
which provides that the Committee may make suggestions
and general recommendations based on the examination
ofreportl1;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit the
report of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimi
nation against Women to the Commission on the Status of
Women, for information.

96th plenary meeting
29 Novembt!r 1985

40/98. Improvement of the role of the United
Nations in the field of social development

THe General Assembly,

Recalling the Declaration on Social Progress and Devel
opment based on the Charter of the United Nations and
solemnly proclaimed on 11 December 1969,85

Recalling also its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S
VI) of 1 May 1974, containing the Declaration and the
Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New
International Economic Order, 33/48 of 14 December
1978 on world social development and 35/56.of5 Decem
ber 1980, the annex to which contains the International
Development Strategy for the Third United Nations
Development Decade,

Bearing in mind the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies
for the Advancement of Women, adopted by the World
Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of
the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Devel-

84 Ibid., Thirty-n;mh Session, Supplemem No. 45 (A/39/4S), vol. 11, para.
360.

85 See resolution 2542 (XXIV).
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opment and Peace,sl and the need for the implementation
thereof,86

Recalling resolution 40/14 of 18 November 1985 on the
International Youth Year: Participation, Development,
Peace, adopted by the General Assembly acting as the
United Nations World Conference for the International
Youth Year,

Recalling also its resolution 39/25 of 23 November
1984 on the question of aging,

Referring to its resolution 39/26 of 23 November 1984
on the United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons,

Recalling its resolution 32/197 of 20 December 1977 in
which it, inter alia, requested the United Nations Secreta
riat to prepare, on a regular basis, global economic and
social surveys and projections,

Taking into account its resolutions 34/152 of 17 Decem
ber 1979 and 37/54 of 3 December 1982 on the world
social situation,

Having regard to Economic and Social Council resolu
tions 10 (II) of 21 June 1946 establishing a permanent
Social Commission, 830 J (XXXII) of 2 August 1961 on
the strengthening of the work of the United Nations in the
social field and 1139 (XLI) of 29 July 1966 in which it
adopted the present mandate and present designation of
the Commission for Social Development,

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution
1985/36 of 29 May 1985 entitled "Progress ofwork of the
Commission for Social Development",

Taking into account the discussion of the Economic and
Social Council, during its first regular session of 1985, on
the work of the Commission,

Having considered the 1985 Report on the World Social
Situation,87

Noting with concern that, although recovery and growth
are under way in some States, the recession that has
afflicted the world economy in recent years has had a deep
negative impact on the economies of magy countries,

1. Notes with concern that the ideals of the Declaration
on Social Progress and Development have not been imple
mented nor have the objectives and overall development
goals adopted and reaffirmed in the International Develop
ment Strategy for the Third United Nations Development
Decade been achieved yet;

2. Reaffirms that the socio-economic aspects and goals
ofdevelopment are an integral part of the overall develop
ment process;

3. Reaffirms also the urgency of taking effective meas
ures aimed at further promoting social progress and devel
opment;

4. Emphasizes the importance of making analyses of,
and exchanging information on, the fundamental prob
lems ofsocio-economic development in order to formulate
and implement policy measures in the fields of employ
ment, education, health, nutrition, housing facilities, crime
prevention, the well-being ofchildren, equal opportunities
for the disabled and the aged, full participation ofyouth in
the development process and the full integration and parti
cipation of women in development;

5. Calls upon the relevant organs, organizations and
bodies of the United Nations system to undertake meas
ures aimed at improving social conditions and achieving
the main objectives set forth in the Declaration on Social
Progress and Development and in the International Devel
opment Strategy for the Third United Nations Develop
ment Decade;

86 See resolution 40/ I08.
87 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.85.IV.2.

6. Notes the role of the Commission for Social Devel
opment in the field of social development and humanita
rian affairs;

7. Invites the Economic and Social Council to con
sider, at its first regular session of 1986, existing ways and
means of improving th~ work of the Commission.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/99. Popular participation in its various forms as
an important factor in development and in the
fnll realization of all hnman rights

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 34/152 of 17 December 1979,

37/55 of 3 December 1982 and 38/24 of 22 November
1983,

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution
1983/31 of 27 May 1983 and decision 1984/131 of 24
May 1984, as well as of Commission on Human Rights
resolution 1985/44 of 14 March 1985,30

Reaffirming that popular participation in all sectors of
public life, including the participation of workers in man
agement and workers' self-management where they exist,
constitutes an important factor in socio-economic devel
opment and in the full realization of all human rights and
the dignity of the human person,

l. Takes note of the study by the Secretary-General;88
2. Invites Governments, the concerned specialized

agencies and other organizations of the United Nations
system and the relevant non-governmental organizations
to transmit to the Secretary-General their comments on
the study;

3. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to con
tinue tQ consider at its forty-second and, if desired by the
Commission, at its forty-third, forty-fourth and forty-fifth
sessions, the question of popular participation in its vari
ous forms as an important factor in the full realization of
all human rights, and to inform the General Assembly at
its forty-fourth session, through the Economic and Social
Council, of the results of that consideration;

4. Decides to continue the consideration of this ques
tion at its forty-fourth session, in the context of the item
relating to the world social situation, under the sub-item
entitled "Popular participation in its various forms as an
important factor in development and in the full realization
of all human rights".

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/100. World social situation

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 34/152 of 17 December 1979

and 37/54 of3 December 1982 on the world social situa
tion,

Recalling also its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S
VI) of 1 May 1974, containing the Declaration and the
~ogramme of Action on the Establishment of a New
International Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12
December 1974, containing the Charter of Economic
Rights and Duties ofStates, 3362 (S-VI!) of 16 September
1975 on development and international economic co
operation, 35/56 of 5 December 19.80, the annex to which
contains the International Development Strategy for the

88 ElCN.4/1985/IO and Add. I and 2.
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90 See Of/iJ:ial Records ofthe Economic and Social Council. 1985. Supple
ment No. 4 (E/198S124 and Corr.l).

ticular in the developing countries, whose position has
been further worsened by sharp fluctuations in exchange
rates, high real rates ofinterest, the severe fall in commod
ity prices, serious deterioration in the terms of trade of
developing countries, increased protectionist pressures, the
reverse transfer of resources from developing countries,
crushing debt burdens, the restrictive adjustment process
demanded by financial and development institutions, the
decline in official development assistance in real terms and
the severe inadequacy of resources experienced by multi
lateral development and financial institutions;

4. Notes further with deep concern that the economic
and social situation in Africa continues to be critical and
that it has been exacerbated by the world recession and by
famine, drought and desertification;

5. Calls for full implementation of General Assembly
resolution 39/29 on the critical economic situation .in
Africa;

6. Notes with great concern the slow progress in the
implementation of the Declaration on Social Progress and
Development and in the attainment of the objectives and
overall development goals adopted and reaffirmed in the
International Development Strategy for the Third United
Nations Development Decade;

7. Reaffirms that the social aspects and goals ofdevel
opment are an integral part of overall development and
that it is the sovereign right ofeach country freely to deter
mine and implement appropriate policies for social devel
opment within the framework of its development plans
and priorities;

8. Emphasizes the importance, for the achievement of
social progress, of the establishment of the new interna
tional economic order;

9. Reaffirms the urgent need to implement the socio
economic development objectives contained in the Decla
ration on Social Progress and Development and the Inter
national Development Strategy for the Third United
Nations Development Decade, as well as the need to
implement the socio-economic objectives of the Substan
tial New Programme of Action for the 1980s for the Least
Developed Countries;

10. Emphasizes again that the rapid socio-economic
progress of developing countries requires substantially
enhanced multilateral and bilateral financial support and
advanced technological assistance to national develop
ment efforts, rendered within the framework of the devel
opment plans of developing countries;

11. Calls upon ail Member States to promote econo
mic development and social progress by the formulation
and implementation ofan interrelated set of policy meas
ures to achieve the goals and objectives established within
the framework ofnational plans and priorities in the fields
ofemployment, education, health, nutrition, housing facil
ities, crime prevention, the well-being of children, equal
opportunities for the disabled and the aged, full participa
tion of youth in the development process and full integra
tion and participation of women in development;

12. Calls upon the relevant organs, organizations and
bodies of the United Nations system to mobilize the nec
essary resources to undertake measures aimed at improv
ing social conditions and achieving the main objectives set
forth in the Declaration on Social Progress and Develop
ment, the International Development Strategy for the
Third United Na~ons Development Decade and the Sub
stantial New Programme of Action for the 1980s for the
Least Developed Countries;

Third United Nations Development Decade, and 36/194
of 17 December 1981, in which it endorsed the Substantial
New Programme of Action for the 1980s for the Least
Developed Countries,89

Recalling further its resolution 39/29 of 3 December
1984 on the critical economic situation in Africa,

Bearing in mind its resolutions 40/14 of 18 November
1985 on the International Youth Year: Participation,
Development, Peace and 40/17 of 18 November 1985 on
channels of communication between the T]nited Nations
and youth and youth organizations,

Recognizing that social progress and development are
founded on respect for the dignity and value of the human
person,

Bearing in mind that the ultimate aim ofdevelopment is
the constant improvement of the well-being of the entire
population on the basis of its full participation in the pro
cess of development and the fair distribution of the bene
fits therefrom, and that the pace of development in the
developing countries as a whole should be accelerated sub
stantially in order to enable them to achieve this goal,

Mindful that the existing inequalities and imbalances in
the international economic system are widening the gap
between developed and developing countries and thereby
constitute a major obstacle to the development of the
developing countries and adversely affect international
relations and the promotion of world peace and security,

Conscious that each country has the sovereign right
freely to adopt the economic and social system that it
deems the most appropriate and that each Government
has a primary role in ensuring the social progress and well
being of its people,

Reaffirming that economic growth must go hand in hand
with qualitative and structural changes, the reduction of
social and economic disparities and the adoption of meas
ures to ensure the effective participation of all peoples in
the preparation and execution of their national policies for
economic and social development,

Convinced of the urgent necessity rapidly to eradicate
colonialism, neo-colonialism, racism and all forms of
racial discrimination, apartheid, terrorism in all its forms,
aggression, foreign occupation and alien domination and
all forms of inequality, exploitation and subjugation of
peoples, which constitute major obstacles to economic and
social progress as well as to the promotion of world peace
and security,

Reaffirming the e,Jstence of the interrelationship of
peace, disarmament and development and therefore the
imperative need to halt the arms race, thereby releasing
valuable resources that could be used for the development
of the developing countries and could contribute to the
well-being and prosperity of all,

Reaffirming also that the primary responsibility for their
development rests with the developing countries them
selves and that the commitment from other countries to
support these efforts is of vital importance for achieve
ment of this aim,

Having considered the 1985 Report on the World Social
Situation,87

I. Takes note of the 1985 Report on the World Social
Situation;

2. Takes note also of the conclusions of the Commis
sion for Social Development at its twenty-ninth session;90

3. Notes with deep concern the continuing deterioration
of the economic and social situation of the world, in pat-

89 Report of the United Nations Co'lference on the Least Developed
Countnes. Paris. I-U September 1981 (United Nations publication, Sales
No. E.82.1.8), part one, sect. A.
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13. Also calls upon Member States to make all efforts
to promote the accelerated and complete elimination of
such fundamental elements hindering economic and social
progress and development as colonialism, neo-colonial
ism, racism and all forms of racial discrimination, apart
heid, terrorism in all its forms, aggression, foreign occupa
tion, alien domination and all forms of inequality and
exploitation of peoples, and also to undertake effective
measures to lessen international tensions and to halt the
arms race and redistribute released resources in order to
promote social and economic development;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to continue moni
toring the world social situation in depth on a regular basis
and to submit the next full report on the world social situa
tion to the General Assembly in 1989, for consideration at
its forty-fourth session, through the Economic and Social
Council;

15. Also requests the Secretary-General, in preparing
the next report on the world social situation, to take into
account the observations made by Member States on the
1985 report as well as the conclusions of the Commission
for Social Development contained in the report on its
twenty-ninth session;

16. Further requests the Secretary-General to make the
necessary arrangements for wide dissemination of the
reports on the world social situation;

17. Invites the organs, organizations and bodies of the
United Nations system to co-operate fully with the Secre
tary-General in the preparation of future reports by
making available all relevant information pertaining to
their respective areas of competence;

18. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-fourth session the item entitled "World social situa
tion".

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/101. The role of women in society91

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming the objectives of the United Nations Dec
ade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, as
well as the importance of the Declaration ofMexico on the
Equality of Women and their Contribution to Develop
ment and Peace, 1975,92 the World Plan of Action for the
Implementation of the Objectives of the Intemational
Women's Year93 and the Programme of Action for the
Second Halfof the United Nations Decade for Women,94

Welcoming the results of the World Conference to
Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and
Peace, held at Nairobi from 15 to 26 July 1985, in particu
lar the adoption of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies
for the Advancement of Women,S I

Noting that just and lasting peace and social progress, as
well as the establishment of a new international economic
order, require the active participation of women in pro
moting international peace and co-operation and in the
process of development, I

Bearing in mind that economic inequality, colonialism,
racism, racial discrimination, apartheid, foreign interven
tion, occupation, alien domination and terrorism in all its
forms, acts of aggression and interference in the internal

91 See also sect. I, footnote 17, and sect. V, resolution 401204.
92 Report of the World Conference of the International Women's Year.

Mexico City, 19 June-2 July 1975 (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.76.IV.I), chap. I.

93 Ibid., chap. 1/, sect. A.

affairs ofothers and violations of human rights and funda
mental freedoms constitute an impediment to the achieve
ment of real and genuine equality ,md to the integration of
women in society,

Convinced of the necessity to secure for all women full
realization of the rigilts embodied in the Convention on
the EliminaLon of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women,7S in the International Covenants on Human
Rights24 and in other relevant instruments in this field,

Recognizing that the achievement ofequal and full par
ticipation of women in all spheres of activities constitutes
an inseparable part of the political, economic, social and
cultural development of all countries,

Aware that efforts to promote the status of women in all
its aspects and their complete integration in society go
beyond the problem oflegal equality and that deeper struc
tural transformations of sodety and changes in present
day economic remtions, as well as elimination of tradi
tional prejudices through education and dissemination of
information, are required so as to create conditions for
women to develop fully their intellectual and physical
capacities and to participate actively in the decision
making process in political, economic, social and cultural
development,

Mindful of the necessity to enlarge the possibilities for
both men and women to combine parental duties and
household work with paid emp:oyment and social activ
ities,

Aware that the role ofwomen in childbearing should not
be the cause of inequality and discrimination, and that
child rearing demands shared responsibilities among
women, men and society as a whole,

Deeply appreciating the increasing participation of
women in political, economic, social and cultural life and
their contribution thereto,

. 1. Appeals to all Governments, international organiza
tione and non-governmental organizations to recognize in
their activities the importance ofall interrelated aspects of
the role of women in society - as mothers, as participants
in economic development and. as participants in public
life - without underestimating anyone of them;

2. Calls upon all Governments 10 encourage such
social and economic development that would secure the
participation of women in all spheres of work, equai pay
for work ofequal value and equal opportunities for educa
tion and for professional and vocational training, taking
into consideration the necessity ofcombining all aspects of
the role of women in society;

3. Appeals to Governments, international organiza
tions and non-governmental organizations to promote
conditions that would enable women to participate as
equal partners with men in public and political life, in the
decision-making process at all levels and in the manage
ment of different spheres of life in society;

4. Calls upon Governments to recognize the special
status and social importance of motherhood and to take,
in the context of their specific abilities and conditions, all
necessary measures to promote its protection, including
maternity leave with pay, and to provide security for their
jobs as long as necessary, so as to allow women, if they so
wish, to fulfil their role as mothers without prejudice to
their professional and public activities;

5. Appeals to Governments to promote the establish
ment of appropriate facilities for child-care and education

94 Report of the World Conference on the United Nations Decade (or
Women: Equalitv. Development and Peace. Copenhagen. 14-30 July 1980
,United Nations publication, Sales No. E.80.IV.3 and conigendum), chap. I,
sect. A~ .
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ofchildren as a means ofcombining parenthood with eco
nomic, political, social, cultural and other activities and
thus to provide assistance to women in integrating fully
into their societies;

6. Decides to consider the question of the role of
women in society at its forty-first session under an item
entitled "Forward-looking strategies for the advancement
of women to the year 2000".

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/102. Participation of women in promoting inter
national peace and co-operation

The General Assembly,
Confirming the noble goal enshrined in the Charter of

the United Nations to maintain peace and security in the
world and the determination of the States Members of the
United Nations expressed therein to save present and suc
ceeding generations from the scourge of war,

Recalling that the World Conference to Review and
Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade
for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, held at
Nairobi from 15 to 26 July 1985, in adopting the Nairobi
Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of
Women,SI ulnderlined the importance of the participation
of women in promoting international peace and co-opera
tion,

Convinced that the International Year of Peace, pro
claimed for the year 1986 by the General Assembly in its
resolution 40/3 of 24 October 1985, could give new
impulses for safeguarding international peace and security,

Reaffirming its resolution 37/63 of3 December 1982, by
which it proclaimed the Declaration on the Participation
ofWomen in Promoting International Peace and Co-oper
ation,

Recalling its resolution 39/124 of 14 December 1984, in
which it requested the Commission on the Status of
Women to consider what measures might be necessary in
order to implement the Declaration,

Wishing to encourage the active participation ofwomen
in promoting international peace and security and co
operation,

Convinced that increased efforts are required to elimi
nate still existing forms of discrimination against women
in every field of human endeavour,

Conscious of the need to implement the provisions of
the Declaration,

I. Pledges its determination to encourage the full parti
cipation of women in the economic, social, cultural, civil
and political affairs of society and in the endeavour to pro
mote international peace and co-operation;

2. Appeals to all Governments to take the necessary
measures for putting into practice the principles and provi
sions of the Declaration on the Participation of Women in
Promoting International Peace and Co-operation;

3. Invites all Governments to give wide publicity to the
Declaration and its implementation;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to take
adequate steps to ensure that publicity is given to the Dec
laration;

5. Invites the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization, the World Health Organization
and other appropriate bodies within the United Nations

9S ElI98311 and Corr.1 and 2.
96 Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achieve
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system to consider adequate measures to implement the
Declaration;

6. Requests the Commission on the Status of Women
to consider measures which may be necessary to imple
ment the Declaration in the context of the Nairobi For
ward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women
for the period up to the year 2000;

7. Decides to consider the further implementation of
the Declaration at its forty-first session, as a sub-item ofan
item entitled "Forward-looking strategies for the advance
ment of women to the year 2000".

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/103. Prevention or prostitution

The General Assembly,
Having considered the report of the Special Rapporteur

on the subject of the suppression of the traffic in persons
and of the exploitation of the pro$titution of others, pre
pared in pursuance of Economic and Social Council reso
lution 1982/20 of 4 May 1982,9s.

Recalling its resolution 38/101 of 16 December 1983
and Economic and Social Council resolution 1983/30 of
26 May 1983, as well as the report of the World Con
ference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the
United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Develop
ment and Peace,96

Considering that the suppression of the traffic in persons
and ofthe exploitation of the prostitution ofothers require
a three-fold concerted effort, involving prevention, pun
ishment ofall forms ofprocuring and solidarity in order to
facilitate the social rehabilitation of the victims,

I. Congratulates the Economic and Social Commis
sion for Asia and the Pacific, the United Nations Educa
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the World
Tourism Organization for the action they have begun to
take in implementation of Economic and Social Council
resolution 1983/30;

2. Invites once again the Economic anu Social Council
to consider the whole question of the suppression of the
traffic in persons and of the exploitation of the prostitution
of others at its first regular session of 1986 in connection
with the agenda item on human rights, together with the
reports requested by the Council in its resolution 1983/30;

3. Invites the Working Group on Slavery of the Sub
Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protec
tion ofMinorities to transmit its report to the Commission
on the Status of Women at its next session;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to expedite the issu
ance as a United Nations document of the report on the
suppression of the traffic in persons and of the exploitation
of the prostitution ofothers prepaied in pursuance ofEco
nomic and Social Council resolution 1982/20.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/104. United Nations Development Fund for
Women

The General Assembly,
Reca/lingits resolution 39/125 of 14 December 1984, in

which it decided, inter alia, that the activities of the Vol
untary Fund for the United Nations Decade for Women

Peace, Nairobi, /5-26 July /985 (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.85.IV.IO). .
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should be continued througD establishment of a separate
and identifiable entity in autonomous association with the
United Nations Development Programme,

Taking note of decision 85/33 of 29 June 1985 of the
Governing Council of the United Nations Development
Programme, as well as decision 85/7 of28 June 1985,97 in
which the Governing Council requested the Administrator
of the United Nations Development Programme to
develop an internal implementation strategy to strengthen
the capacity of the Programme to deal with issues of
women in development which, calling on the experience of
the Fund, would establish verifiable objectives and a time
frame for implementation,

Recognizing the Fund's dual priorities, to serve il~ a cat
alyst with the goal of ensuring the appropriate involve
ment of women in mainstream development activities, as
often as possible at pre-investment stages, and to support
activities directly benefiting women in line with national
and regional priorities,

Considering the innovative and experimental activities
of the Fund directed towards strengthening both govern
mental and non-governmental institutional capacities to
ensure access for women to development co-operation
resources and their full participation at all levels in the
development process,

Stressing that general questions of development and
access of women to development resources have, as a
common objective, the creation of conditions which will
improve the quality of life for all,

Aware of the broad range of linkages of the Fund with
Governments, national women's groups, non-govern
mental organizations and women's research institutes,
besides its close co-opeOltion with United Nations devel
opment agencies, including the regional commissions,

Reaffirming that the World Conference to Review and
Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade
for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, in adopt
iIIg the Nairobi Forward-looking" Strategies for the
Advancement of Women,sl underlined the necessity of
strengthening the role of women in national and interna
tional development programmes,

TQldng note of the reports of the Consultative Commit
tee on the Fund on its seventeenth and eighteenth ses
sions,98

Taking note also of the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral,99

I. Expresses its satisfaction that the establishmt:l1t of
the United Nations Development Fund for Women, in
autonomous association with the United Nations Devel
opment Programme, was effected on the agreed target date
of I July 1985, in accordance with the arrangements set
out in General Assembly resolution 39/125;

2. Approves the name United Nations Development
Fund for Women, with the acronym UNIFEM, as the new
name for the Fund, as proposed by the Consultative Com
mittee Oil the Fund at its seventeenth session, held from
2S to 29 March 1985, in accordance with paragraph 4 of
resolution 39/125 and as reftected in the aDI1ex to that res
o.ution;

3. Notes with satisfaction the steps that are being·
undertaken to implement resolution 39/125, as well as the
commitment expressed by the Administrator of the
United N~tions Development Programme to ensure the
appropriate involvement of women in mainstream devel
opment activities;

97 See Official Records a/the Economic and Social Council. 1985. Supple
ment No. 11 (ElI9BS/32 and Corr.!), annex I.

98 See A/40/727 and Corr.l, sect. vI. .

4. Stresses the need for close and continuous working
relationships between the Fund, the United Nations
Development Programme and those bodies, organs and
organizations of the United Nations system and other
agencies concerned with women's issues and developntent
co-operation;

5. Expresses its appreciation for the contributions to
the Fund made by Governments, intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations and individuals, which
have a vital role to play in maintaining and increasing the
financil\l viability of the Fund and the effectiveness of its
work;

6. Urges Governments to continue and, where pos
sible, to increase their contributions to the Fund, and calls
upon those Governments that have not yet done so to con
sider contributing to the Fund, in order to enable the Fund
to give greater support to deserving requests received for
technical assistance;

7. Requests the Consultative Committee on the Fund
to continue to monitor the process of implementing the
new arrangements for the management of the Fund, as set
out in the annex to resolution 39/125;

8. Requests the Administrator of the United Nations
Development Programme to submit to the Governing
Council of the Programme an aDI1ual report OL the opera
tions, management and budget of the Fund, taking into
account the advice of the Consultative Committee on the
Fund;

9. Also requests the Administrator of the United
Nations Development Programme to submit to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session, through the Secre
tary-General, a report on the activities of the Fund, in
accordance with resolution 39/125.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/105. Incorporation of the interests of women in
the work programmes of the regional comm

missions

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 39/127 of 14 December 1984, in

particular the reference to the incorporation of women's
concerns in the overall programme of work of each
regional commission an(l to the regularization of senior
women's programme officers posts,

Convinced that further efforts are needed to ensure ade
quate consideration of women's concerns within the
regional commissions,

Recognizing the important contribution the senior
women's programme officers can make to the integration
of women in development at the national and regionallev
eis,

1. Takes due note of the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral on measures taken by the regional commissions to
incorporate women's concerns at all levels in their overall
work programmes and to establish senior women's pro
gramme officers posts;IOO

2. Expresses deep concern at the inadequate response
of the regional commissions to the need to incorporate the
interests of women in their economic and social policies
and programmes;

3. Stresses that the integration of women in economic
development as well as· in social development is essential
to the well-being of society;

99 A/401727 and Corr.1.
100 A/40/838.
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4. Invites the executive secretaries of the five regional
commissions to propose to their governing bodies meas
ures for reassessing all individual work programmes in
order to incorporate women's concerns at all levels in their
overall work programmes for the biennium 1988-1989,
taking into account the roles and responsibilities of the
rqional commissions in developing and implementing the
system-wide, medium-term plan for women and develop
ment101 and the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for
the Advancement of Women;sl

S. Requests the Secretary-General to take into account
the important role of the rqional commissions in pro
moting the advancement of women when formulating the
system-wide, medium-term plan for women and develop
ment and when implementing the Forward-looking Strate
gies;

6. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session:

(a) On the progress made in implementing paragraphs
5 and 6 of its resolution 39/127;

(b) On the measures proposed by the five regional
commissions to incorporate women's concerns at all levels
in their overall work programmes for the biennium 1988
1989, as outlined in paragraph 4 above.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/106. National experience relating to the improve
ment of the situation of women in rural
areas

The General Assembly,
Refe"ing to the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for

the Advancement of Women, adopted by the World Con
ference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the
United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Develop
ment and Peace,SI

Recalling its resolutions 34/14 of9 November 1979, 37/
5900 December 1982 and 39/126 ofl4 December 1984,
concerning the improvement of the situation of women in
rural areas,

Reaffirming the importance attached in the Programme
of Action for the Second Hl1lfofthe United Nations Dec
ade for Women94 and in the Convention on the Elimina
tion of All Forms of Discrimination zgainst Women7S to
the need to improve the status ofwomen and ensure their
full participation, both as agents and as beneficiaries, in
the development prOCdS,

Recognizing the urgent need to take additional appropri
ate measures aimed at further improving the situation of
women in rural areas,

Convinced that the eradication ofapartheid, all forms of
racial discrimination, colonialism, neo-colonialism,
aggression, foreign occupation and domination is essential
to the further improvement of tbe situation of rural
women,

Considering that the strengthening ofinternatio.nal peace
and co-operation is one of the factors contributing to the
further improvement of the situation of rural women,

I. Takes note of the report of the Interregional Semi
nar on National Experience Relating to the Improvement
of the Situation of Women in Rural Areas, held at Vienna
from 17 to 28 September 1984, as well as the compilation
ofobservations and comments made by Member States;102

2. Calls upon Governments to elaborate and imple
ment, as a part of national development strategies, special

101 See ElI98S/4S.

comprehensive programmes for improving the situation of
women in rural areas and to establish monitoring and
evaluating mechanisms, involving women themselves, for
these programmes;

3. Requests the organizations and funds concerned
within the United Nations system to pay greater attention
to the needs of rural women and to assist Member States,
especially the developing countries, in the implementation
of their national policies and programmes aimed at the
advancement of rural women;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to prepare, in con
sultation with the Member States, a comprehensive report
on the present status and perspectives for the improve
ment ofthe situation ofrural women, paying special atten
tion, inter alia, to:

(a) Participation of rural women in socio-economic
and political life; .

(b) Questions of the exercise by rural women of their
rights;

(c) Role of agricultural co-operatives in the improve
ment of the situation of women;

(d) Agrarian reform, particularly in favour of rural
women, with a view to improving their situation;

(e) Elimination of illiteracy among rural women and
upgrading of their educational level;

(f) Assistance to rural women in the improvement of
their situation;

5. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit the
report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session
through the Economic and Social Council.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/107. Expression of appreciation to the Govltm
ment and people of Kenya on the occasi(lln of
the World Conference to Review and
Appraise the Achievements of the Uluted
Nations Decade for Women: Eqwality,
Development and Peace

The General Assembly,
Taking into account the significance and the results of

the World Conference to Review and Appraise the
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace, held at Nairobi from
i5 to 26 July 1985,96

Expresses its deep appreciation to the Government and
people of Kenya for acting as hos~ to the World Con
ference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the
United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Develop
ment and Peace.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/108. Implementation of the Nairobi FOrWard
looking Strategies for the Advamcement of
Women

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 3520 (XXX) of 15 December

197), in which it proclaimed the period from 1976 to
1985 the United Nations Th.'tade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace,

Bearing in mind the Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms ofDiscrimination fr ~ .nst Women,7S which was

102 See A/401239 and Add.1.
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adopted on 18 December 1979 and which came into force
on 3 September 1981,

Recalling also the principles and objectives set forth in
the Declaration of Mexico on the Equality of Women and
Their Contribution to Development and Peace, 1975,92
the World Plan of Action for the Implementation of the
Objectives of the International Women's Year93 and the
Programme of Action for the Second Half of the United
Nations Decade for Women,94

Bearing in mind also its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and
3202 (S-VI) of I May 1974, containing the Declaration
and Programme of Action on the Establishment of a New
International Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12
December 1974, containing the Charter of Economic
Rights and Duties of States, 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September
1975 on development and international economic co
operation and 2542 (XXIV) of II December 1969 pro
claiming the Declaration on Social Progress and Develop
ment,

Bearing in mind further the consensus achieved in the
text of the International Development Strategy for the
Third United Nations Development Decade, contained in
the annex to its resolution 35/56 of 5 December 1980, in
particular regarding the implementation of the objectives
of the United Nations Decade for Women within the
framework of the Strategy,

Recalling also its resolution 37/63 of 3 December 1982,
by which it proclaimed the Declaration on the Participa
tion ofWomen in Promoting International Peace and Co
operation,

Rec.alling further iu resolution 39/29 of 3 December
1984 on the critical economic situation in Africa,

Recalling its resolution 35/136 of II December 1980, in
which it decided to convene in 1985, at the conclusion of
the Decade, a World Conference to Review and Appraise
the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for
Women,

Conscious of the considerable and'oconstructive contri
bution made by the Commission on the Status of Women
acting as preparatory body for the Conference, the special
ized agencies, the regional commissions and other organi
zations of the United Nations system, Member States and
non-governmental organizations in the preparations for
the Conference,

Aware of the continued contribution made by the Non
Governmental Organizations Forum to the advancement
of women,

Convinced that the full integration of women in all
aspects of political, economic and social life, at the inter
national, regional and national levels, is essential if the
obstacles to the achievement of the goals and objectives of
the Decade are to be overcome,

Having considered the report of the World Conference to
Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and
Peace,96

Convinced that the Conference, by adopting the Nairobi
Forward-looking Strategies for the Advancement of
Women,S I has made an important and positive contribu-'
tion to the attainment of the objectives of the Decade and·
provided a policy framework for advancing the status of
women to the year 2000,

Further convinced that the Conference has made an
important and constructive contribution by appraising the
progress achieved and obstacles encountered in the imple
mentation of the objectives of the Decade and by pre
paring and adopting strategies to advance the status of
women for the next fifteen rears,

Stressing that during the period 1986·2000 the primary
responsibility for implementing the Forward-looking Stra
tegies rests with individual countries; as they are intended
to serve as guidelines for a process of continuous adapta
tion to diverse and changing situations at speeds and in
modes determined by overall national priorities, within
which the integration of women in development should
rank high,

Reaffirming that the realization of equal rights for
women at all levels and in all areas oflife will contribute to
the achievement of a just and lasting -peace, to social pro
gress and to respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms, and that the integration of women in the main
stream of the development process requires not only com
mitment at the national, regional and international levels,
but also continuing financial and technical support, and
also requires the establishment of the new international
economic order,

Considering that the Forward-looking Strategies should
immediately be translated into concrete action by Govern
ments, as determined by overall national priorities, by
organizations of the United Nations system, specialized
agencies and intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations, including women's oJilll1izations,

Persuaded of the importance of taking measures to
ensure system-wide co-ordination within the United
Nations in order to develop a comprehensive and integra
ted approach to the issues which are crucial to the
advancement of women,

I. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the
World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achieve
ment of the United NatiDns Decade for Women: Equality,
Development and Peace;96

2. Endorses the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies for
the Advancement of Women;5I

3. Affirms that the implementation of the Forward
looking Strategies should result in the elimination of all
forms of inequality between women and men and in the
complete integration of women into the development pro
cess and that that should guarantee broad participation by
women in efforts to strengthen peace and security in the
world;

4. Declares that the objectives of the United Nations
Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,
with the subtheme "Employment, Health and Education",
remain valid;

5. Calls upon Governments to allocate adequate
resources and to take effective appropriate measures to
implement the Forward-looking Strategies as a matter of
high priority, including the establishment or reinforce
ment, as appropriate, of national machineries to promote
the advancement of women, and to monitor the imple
mentation of these strategies with Il view to ensuring the
full integration of women in the poUtical, economic, social
and cultural life of their countries;

6. Calls upon all Governments of Member States to
appoint women to decision-making positions, bearing in
mind. their contribution to national development;

7. Invites Governments, when preparing and evaluat
ing national plans and programmes of action, to incorpo
rate measurable targets for overcoming obstacles to the
advancement of women and to include measures for the
involvement of women in development, both as agents
and beneficiaries, on an equal basis with men, and to
review the impact of development policies and pro
grammes on women;

8. Invites govemmeptal, intergovernmental and. non
governmental organizatiOD!1 to give high priority to the
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implementation of the Forward-looking Strategies and, in
particular, to ensure that sectoral policies and programmes
for dewlopment include strategies to promote the partici
pation of women as agents and beneficiaries on an equal
basis with men;

9. Urges all Governments to contribute to the strength
ening of institutional co-ordination in their regions and
subregions in order to establish collaborative arrange
ments and to develop approaches for the implementation
of the Forward-looking Strategies at those levels;

10. Urges all organizations of the United Nations sys
tem, including the regional commissions and all special
ized agencies, to take the necessary measures to ensure a
concerted and sustained effort for the implementation of
the provisions of the Forward-looking Strategies with a
view to achieving a substantial improvement in the status
of women by the year 2000 and to ensure that all projects
and programmes take into account the need for the com
plet\e integration of women and women's concerns;

11. Requests the Secretary-General and the specialized
agencies and bodies ofthe United Nations system to estab
lish, where they do not already exist, focal points on
women's issues in all sectors of the work of the organiza
tions of the United Nations system;

12. Urges the Administrative Committee on Co-ordi
nation to review periodically the system-wide implemen
tation of the Forward-looking Strategies and to hold regu
lar inter-agency meetings on women within the framework
of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination;

13. Emphasizes the central role of the Commission on
the Status of Women in matters related to the advance
ment of the status of women and calls upon it to promote
the implementation of the Forward-looking Strategies to
the year 20CO based on the goals of the United Nations
Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace,
and the subtheme "Employment, Health and Education",
and urges all organizations of the United Nations system
to co-operate with the Commission in this task;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the
Commission on the Status of Women receives the support
services it requires to fulfil its central role effectively;

!5. Also requests the Secretary-General to invite Gov
ernments, organizations of the United Nations system,
including regional commissif)ns and specialized agencies,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to
report periodically through the Commission on the Status
of Women to the Economic and Social Council on the
activities undertaken at all levels to implement the For
ward-looking Strategies;

16. Further requests the Secretary-General, in pre
paring the note on the integrated reporting system for
periodic review and appraisal of progress in ihe advance
ment of women for submission to the Commission on the
Status of Women at its thirty-first session, as called for in
Economic and Social Council decision 1984/123 of 24
May 1984, to include proposals for a reporting system to
facilitate the monitoring ofthe implementation ofthe For
ward-looking Strategies as set out in paragraph 15 above,
taking into account the experience gained during the Dec
ade, the views ofGovernments and the need not to dupli
cate existing reporting obligations, bearing in mind the
need to carry out periodical in-depth sectoral reviews of
progress achieved and obstacles encountered in imple
menting the Forward-looking Strategies to the year 2000;

17. Recommends that tbe Secretary-General prepare
and submit to the Commission on the Status ofWomen at
its thirty-first session, bearing in mind the remarks and
concrete recommendations made during the debate at the
fortieth session, in particular the proposals about increas-

ing the number ofmembers and the frequency of meetings
of the Commission, a report on alternative measures to
strengthen the Commission in the discharge of its func
tions following the United Nations Decade for Women,
and also recommends that the recommendations of the
Commission on the matter be reported to the General
Assembly at its forty-first session through the Economic
and Social Council;

18. Reaffirms the role of the Centre for Social Devel
opment and Humanitarian Affairs of the Department of
International Economic and Social Affairs of the Secreta
riat, in particular the Branch for the Advancement of
Women, as the substantive secretariat of the Commission
and as a foca;l point for matters on women, and requests
the Secretari~t to collect and dissemin2te information on
system-wide acti\l~,ties related to the implemf'ntation ofthe
Forward-looking Strategies;

19. Takt'S note with satisfaction of the appointment of
the Co-ordinator for the Improvement of the Status of
Women in the Secretariat of the United Nations, in
accordance with General Assembly resolution 391245 of
18 December 1984, and, in this context, ofthe fact tha\: the
Secretary-General should continue to plan and implement
positive actions and programmes to improve the status of
women in the Secretariat and to monitor the progress
achieved;

20. Calls upon the Secretary-General and the heads of
the specialized agencies and other United Nations bodies
to establish new five-year targets at each level for the per
centage of women in Professional and decision-making
positions, in accordance with the criteria established by
the General Assembly, in particular that ofequitable geo
graphical distribution, in order that a definite upward
trend in the application of Assembly resolution 33/143 of
20 December 1978 be registered in the number of Profes
sional and decision-making positions held by women by
1990 and to set additional targets every five years;

21. Welcomes Economic and Social Council resolution
1985/46 of 31 May 1985 regarding women and develop
ment and, noting the particular importance of paragraph 4
of that resolution, recommends that immediate measures
be taken to ensure that future medium-term plans of the
United Nations and the specialized agencies should con
tain intersectoral presentations of the various programmes
dealing with issues ofconcern to women and that revisions
of current plans should be considered in the light of the
results of the World Conference to Review and Appraise
the P:chievements of the United Nations Decade for
Women: Equality, Development and Peace;96

22. Requests the Secretary-General to take into
account the requirements of the Forward-looking Strate
gies in preparing the programme budget and programme of
work for the biennium 1988-1989;

23. Urges all financial institutions and all international
regional and subregional organizations, institutions, devel
opment banks and general funding agencies to ensure that
~eir policies and programmes promote the full participa",
tIon of women as agents and beneficiaries in the develop
me!!t process;

24. Invites the Secretary-General to circulate the report
of the Conference among Member States, all organizations
?f the United Nations system and specialized agencies,
mtergovernmentaI and non-governmental organizations in
order to ensure that the Forward-looking Strategies are
publicized and disseminated as widely. as possible, and
encourages Governments to translate the Strategies into
their national languages;

25. Requests the Secretary-General and the heads ofall
organizations within the United Nations ~stem and ofthe
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specialized agencies to continue to give high priority in
their public information programmes to disseminating
information concerning women and, in particwar, the For
ward-looking Strategies and, in the light of the recommen
dations contained in the Strategies, further requests the
Secretary-General to provide in the regular budget for the
continuation of the existing weekly radio programmes on
women, with adequate provision for distributing them in
different languages;

26. Also requests t:~~ Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session on measures
taken to implement the present resolution;

27. Decides to consider these questions further at its
forty-first session under an item entitled "Forward-looking
strategies for the advancement of women to the year
2000".

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/109. Elimination of all forms of religious intoler
ance

The General Assembly,
Conscious of the need to promote universal respect for,

and observance of, human rights and fundamental free
doms for all without distinction us to race, sex, language or
religion,

Reaffirming its resolution 36/55 of25 November 1981,
in which it proclaimed the Declaration on the Elimination
of All Forms c.f Intolerance and of Discrimination Based
on Religion or Belief,

Recalling subsequent resolutions, in which the Assem
bly requested the Commission on Human Rights to con
sider what measures might be necessary to implement the
Declaration,

Recalling also Economic and Social Council resolution
1984/39 of24 May 1984, in which tb.e Council authorized
the Sub-Commission on Prevention ofDiscrimination and
Protection of Minorities to entrust its Special Rapporteur
with the preparation of a study, in accordance with the
te~s of Sub-Commission resolution 1983/31 of 6 Sep
tember 1983,103 on the current dimensions ofthe problems
ofintolerance and ofdiscrimination on the grounds ofreli
gion or belief,

Taking note ofthe progress report thereon submitted by
the Special Rapporteur to the Sub-Commission at its
thirty-eighth session,104

Concerned that the Special Rapporteur has not yet
received sufficiently relevant or detailed information to
discharge her tasks effectively,

Recalling the Seminar on the Encouragement of Under
standing, Tolerance and Respect in Matters relating to
Freedom of Religion or Belief, held at Geneva from 3 to
14 December 1984,

Recognizing that it is desirable to enhance the promo
tional and public information activities of the United
Nations in matters relating to freedom of religion or belief
and that both Governments and non-governmental organ
izations have an important role to play in this domain, I

Aware that intolerance and discrimination based on reli
gion or beliefcontinue to exist in many parts of the world,

Believing that further efforts are, therefore, required to
promote and protect the right to freedom of thought, con
science, religion or belief,

103See ElCN.4/1984/3-ElCN.4/Sub.211983/43 and Corr.1 and 2, chap.
XXI, sect. A.

104 ElCN.4/Sub.21198SI28.

1. Reaffirms that freedom of thought, conscience, reli
gion and beliefis a right guaranttA~ to all without discrim
ination;

2. Urges States, therefore, in accordance with their
respective constitutional systems, to provide, where they
have not already done so, adequate constitutional and
legal guarantees of freedom of thought, conscience, reli
gion and belief;

3. Endorses the request of the Commission on Human
Rights to the Secretary-General, contained in its resolution
1985/51 of 14 March 1985,30 to prepare a compendium of
the national legislation and regulations of States on the
question of freedom of religion or belief, with particular
regard to the measures taken to combat intolerance or dis
crimination in this field;

4. Encourages Governments, specialized agencies,
intergovernmental organizations and non-governmental
organizations to supply the Special Rapporteur of the Sub
Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protec
tion of Minorities, as requested, with information relevant
to the study she is preparing on the current dimensions of
the problems of intolerance and of discrimination on the
grounds of religion or belief, so as to enable her to submit
the final report to the Sub-Commission as soon as pos
sible;

5. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Seminar on the Encouragement of Understanding, Toler
ance and Respect in Matters relating to Freedom of Reli
gion or Belief;los

6. Urges all States to take all appropriate measures to
combat intolerance and to encourage understanding, toler
ance and respect in matters relating to freedom of religion
or belief and, in this context, to examine where necessary
the supervision and training of their civil servants, educa
tors and other public officials to ensure that, in the course
of their official duties, they respect different religions and
beliefs and do not discriminate against persons professing
other religions or beliefs;

7. Invites the United Nations University and other
academic and research institutin/ls to undertake pro
grammes and studies on the encouragement of under
standing, tolerance and respect in matters relating to free
dom of religion or belief;

8. Invites the Secretary-General to continue to give
high priority to the dissemination of the text of the Decla
ration on the Elimination of All Forms of Intolerance and
of Di~criminationBased on Religion or Belief, in all offi
ciallanguages ofthe United Nations, and to take all appro
priate measures to make the text available for use by
United Nations information centres, as well as by other
interested bodies;

9. Requests the Secretary-General in this context to
invite interested non-governmental organizations to con
sider what further role they could envisage playing regard
ing the dissemination of the Declaration in national and
local languages;

10. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to
continue its consideration of measures to implement the
Declaration and to report, through the Economic and
Social Council, to the General Assembly at its forty-first
session;

11. Decides to include in· the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Elimination of all

10SSee A/40/361, annex.
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forms of religious intolerance" and to consider the report
of the Commission on Human Rights under that item.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/110. Implications of scientific and technological
developments for human rights

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 33/53 of 14 December 1978, in

which it requested the Commission on Human Rights to
urge the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimina
tion and Protection of Minorities to undertake, as a matter
of priority, a study of the question of the protection of
those' detained on the grounds of mental ill-health, with a
view to formulating guidelines, .

Recalling also its resolution 39/132 of 14 December
1984, in which it urged the Commission on Human Rights
and the Sub-Commission to expedite their consideration
of this question, so that the Commission could submit its
views and recommendations, including a draft body of
guidelines, principles and guarantees, to the General
Assembly at its forty-first session, through the Economic
and Social Council,

Recalling further Economic and Social Council resolu·
tion 1984/33 and decision 1984/142 of 24 May 1984,

Noting with concern that the Commission on Human
Rights will not be in a position to submit its views and rec
ommendations to the General Assembly at its forty-first
session through the Economic and Social Council because
the Sub-Commission has still not concluded its considera
tion of the draft body ofguidelines, prinC" ."les and guaran
tees,

Reaffit'ming its conviction that detention of persons in
mental institutions on account of their political views or
on other non-medical ground:,; is a violation of their
human rights,

Again urges the Commission on Human Rights and,
through it, the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Dis
crimination and Protection of Minorities to expedite their
consideration of the draft body of guidelines, principles
and guarantees, so that the Commission can submit its
views and recommendations, including a draft body of
guidelines, principles and guarantees, to the General
Assembly at its forty-second session, through the &..ono
mic and Social Council.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/111. Human rights and use of scientific and tech
nological developments

The General Assembly,
Reaffirming the determination of the peoples of the

United Nations to save succeeding generations from the
scourge ofwar, to reaffirm faith in the dignity and worth of
the human person, to maintain international peace and
security and to develop friendly relations among peoples
and international co-operation in promoting and encour
aging universal respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms,

Recalling the relevant provisions of the Universal Dec
laration of Human Rights,6 the International Covenant on

106 Resolution 2734 (XXV).
107 Resolution 3384 (XXX).
108 Resolution 33173.

Economic, Social and Cultural Rights7 and the Interna
tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,7

Recalling also the Charter of Economic Rights and
Duties ofStates22 and the Declaration and the Programme
of Action on the Establishment of a New International
Economic Order,21

Recalling further the Declaration on the Strengthening
of International Security,l06 the Declaration on the Use of
Scientific and Technological Progress in the Interests of
Peace and for the Benefit of Mankind,107 the l)e(;laration
on the Preparation of Societies for Life in Peace,l08 the
Declaration on the Prevention of Nuclear CatastrophelO9

and the Declaration on the Right ofPeoples to Peace,110 as
well as General Assembly resolutions 36/92 I of9 Decem
ber 1981, on the non-use of nuclear weapons and preven
tion of nuclear war, and 37/100 C of 13 December 1982
and 38/73 G uf IS December 1983, on a convention on
the prohibition of the use of nuclear weapons,

Bearing in mind that, in its resoluti{lin 38/75 of IS
December 1983, the General Assembly re '.ately, uncon
ditionallyand for all time condemned nw;'::i' war as being
contrary to human conscience and reatK a, as the most
monstrous crime against peoples and as a violation of the
foremost human right - the right to life,

Recalling its appeal for the conclusion of an interna
tional convention on the prohibi ' ··,n of the use of nuclear
weapons with the participation:!" all the nuclear-wi~pon

States,
Recalling with appreciation Commission on Human

Rights resolutions 1982/7 of 19 February 1982,27 1983/43
of9 March 198328 and 1984/28 of 12 M~h 1984,29

Reaffirming the inherent right to life,
Profoundly cont:erned that international peace and secu

rity continue to be threatened by the arms race in all its
aspects, particularly the nuclear arms race, as well as by
violations of the principles of the Charter of the United
Nations regarding the sovereignty and territorial integrity
of States and the self-determination of peoples,

Aware that all the horrors of past wars and all other
calamities that have befallen people would pale in compar
ison with what is inherent in the use of nuclear weapons
capable of destroying civilization on Earth,

Noting the pressing need for urgent measures towards
general and complete disarmament, particularly nuclear
disarqlament, for the sake of life on Earth,

Bearing in mind that, in accordance with the Ir~terna

tional Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, any propa
ganda for war shall be prohibited by law,

Recalling the historic responsibility ofthe Governments
of all countries of the world to remove the threat of war
from the lives of people, to preserve civilization and to
ensure that everyone enjoys his inherent right to life,

Recognizing that the fortieth anniversary of the United
Nations - established at the conclusion of the Secol1d
World War, which had brought untold sorrow to man
kind - should serve to promote the right to· life,

Convinced that for no people in the world today is there
3 more important question than that ofthe ~reservationof
peace and of ensuring the cardinal right of every human
being, namely, the right to life,

1. Reaffirms that all peoples and all individuals have
an inherent right to life and that the safeguarding of this
cardinal right is ~ essential condition for the enjoyment

109 Resolution 36/100.
110 Resolution 39/11, annex.
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ofthe entire range ;)feconomic, social and cultural, as well
as civil and political, rights;

2. Stresses once again the urgent need for the interna
tional community to make every effort to strengthen
peace, remove the growing threat of war, particularly
nuclear war, halt the anns rac,e and achieve general and
complete disannament under effective international con
trol and prevent violations of tht' principlCiS of the Charter
of the United N -tions regarding tie sovereientyand terri
torial integri:\y of States and the self-d~termination of
peoples, thus contributing to ensuring the right to life;

3. Stresses /urther the foremost importance of the
implementation of practical measures of disarmament for
relea&ing substantial additional resources, which should be
utilized for social and economic development, particularly
for the benefit of the developing countries;

4. Calls upon all States to do their utmost to assist in
ensuring the right to life through the adoption ofappropri
ate measures at both the national and the international
level;

5. Calls upon all States, appropriate organs of the
United Nations, specialized agencies and intergovern
mental and non-governmental organizations concerned to
take the necessary measures to ensure that the results of
scientific and technological progress are used exclusively in
the interests of international peace, for the benefit of man
kind and for promoting and encouraging universal respect
for human rights and fundamental freedoms;

6. Again calls upon all States that have not yet done so
to take effective measures with a view to prohibiting any
propaganda for waf, in particular the fonnulation, pro
pounding and. dissemination of propaganda for doctrines
and concepts aimed at unleashing nuclear war,

7. Looks forward to further efforts by the Commission
on Human Rights with a view to ensuring the inherent
right of all peoples and all individuals to life;

8. Decides to consider this question at its forty-first
session under the item entitled "Human rights and scien
tific and technological developments".

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/112. Human rights and scientific and techno
logical developments

The General Assembly,
Noting that scientific and technological progress is one

of the important factors in the development of human
society,

Recalling that the year 1985 marks the tenth anniver
sary of the Declaration on the Use of Scientific and Tech
nological Progress in the Interests of Peace and for the
Benefit of Mankind, adopted by the General Assembly in
its resolution 3384 (XXX) of 10 November 1975,

Considering that implementation of the Declaration will
contribute to the strengthening of international peace and
the security of peoples and io their economic and social
development, as well as to international co-operation in
the field of human rights,

Bearing in mind the relevant provisions of the Declara
tion on Social Progress and Development/a

Seriously concerned that the results of scientific and
technological progress could be used for the anns race to
the detriment of international peace and security and
sodal ~rogress, human rights and fundamental freedoms
and the dignity of the human person,

III A!40/493 and Add.l and 2.

Convinced that in the era of modem scientific and tech
nological progress the resources of mankind and the activ
ities ofscientists should be used for the peaceful economic,
social and cultural development of countries and for
improvement of the living standards of all people,

Recognizing that lhe establishment of the new interna
tional economic nro,:r calls in particular for an important
contribution to be made by science and technology to eco
nomic and social progress,

Bearing in mind that the exchange and transfer of scien
tific and technological Ir.nowledge is one of the important
ways to accelerate the social and economic development of
the developing countries,

Taking note with satisfaction of the report of the Secre
tary-General on human rights and scientific and techno
logical developments, III

I. Stresses the importancr: of the implementation by
all States of the provisions and principles contained in the
Declaration on the Use of Scientific and Technological
Progress in the Interests of Peace and for the Benefit of
Mankind in order to promote huma.rl rights and funda
menta! freedoms;

2. Calls upon all States to make every effort to use the
achievements of science and technology in order to pro
mote peaceful social, economic and cultural development
and progress;

3. Re&jUests the specialized agencies and other organi
zations of the United Nations system to take into account
in their program~es and activities the provisions of the
Declaration;

4. invites those Member States, specialized agencies
and other organizations of the United Nations system that
have not yet done so to submit their infonnation pursuant
to General Assembly resolution )5/130 A of 11 December
1980;

5. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to con
tinue to give special attention, in its consideration of the
item entitled "Human rights and scientific and techno
logical d,welopments", to the question of the implementa··
tion of the provisions of the Declaration;

6. Invites the Commission on Human Rights to take
appropriate measures to assist the Sub-Commission on
Prevention of Discrimination and Protection ofMinorities
in preparing the study requested by the Commission in its
resolutions 1982/4 of 19 February 198227 and 1984/29 of
12 March 1984;29

7. Decides to include in the provis~onal agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "HumllU rights and sci
entific and technological developments".

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/113. Qluestion of a convention on the rights of the
child

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 33/166 of 20 December 1978,
34/4 of 18 October 1979, 35/131 of 11 December 1980,
36/57 of 25 November 1981, 37/190 of 18 December
1982, 38/114 of 16 December 1983 and 39/135 of 14
December 1984,

Recalling also Commission on Human Rights resolu-. .
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tions 20 (XXXIV) of8 March 1978,111 19 (XXXV) of 14
March 1979,113 36 (XXXVI) of 12 March 1980,2s 26
(XXXVII) of 10 March 1~81,26 1982/39 of 11 March
1982,27 1983/52 of 10 March 1983,28 1984/24 of 8 March
198429 and 1985/50 of i 4 March 1985,30 as wen as Econo
mic and Social Council resolutions 1978/18 of 5 May
1978, 1978/40 of 1 August 1978, 1982/37 of 7 May 1982,
1983/39 of 27 May !983, 1984/25 of 24 May 1984 and
1985/42000 May 1985 and Council decisions 19801138
of2 May 1980 and 1981/144 of8 May 1981,

Reaffirming, on the fortieth anniversary of the United
Nations, that children's rights require special protection
and call for continuous improvement of the situation of
children all over the world, as well as their development
and education in conditions of peace and security,

ProfiJundly concerned that the situation of children in
many parts of the world remains critical as a result of
unsatisfactory social conditions, natuml disasters, armed
conflicts, exploitation, hunger and disability, and convin
ced that urgent and effective national and international
action is called for,

Mindful of the important role of the United Nations
Children's Fund and the United Nations in promoting the
well-being of children and their development,

Convinced that an international convention on the rights
of the child would make a positive contribution to
ensuring the protection of children's rights and their weD
being,

Welcoming the growinB intel'est in the elaboration ofan
international convention on the rights of the child dis
played by a great number of Member States representing
all geogmphical regions and socio-political systems, as weD
as by governmental and non-governmental international
organizations,

Noting with appreciation that further progress was made
during the forty-first session of the Commission on
Human Rights in the elaboration ofa draft convention on
tb' rights of the child,114

Noting the document entitled "Status ofelabomtion ofa
dmft convention on the rights of the child", sutimitted by
Poland,lIs

I. Welcomes Economic and Social Council resolution
1985/42, in which the Council o:uthorized a meeting ofan
open-ended working group of the Commis&i.\ln on Human
Rights for a period of one week prior to the forty-second
session of the Commission with a view to completing the
work on a draft convention on the rights of the child;

2. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to give
the highest priority to, and to make every effort at its forty
second session to complete, the draft convention and to
submit it, through the Economic and Social Council, to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session;

3. Invites all Member States to offer their active contri
bution to the completion of the draft convention on the
rights of the child at the forty-second session of the Com
mission on Human Rights;

4. Requests the Secretary-Geneml to provide all neces
sary assistance to the working group in order to ensure its
smooth and efficient work in the fulfilment of its im90r
tant task;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agen~..a of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Question ofa conven
tion on the rights ofthe child".

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

112 See Official Records ofthe Economic and Social Council. 1978, Supple
ment No. 4 (ElI978/34), chap. XXVI, sect. A.

113 Ibid., 1979, Supplement No. 6 (ElI979/36), chap. XXIV, sect. A.
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40/114. Indivisibility and interdependence of econo
mic, social, cultur11, civil and political rights

The General Assembly,
Mindful ofthe obligations ofStates under the Charter of

the United Nations to promote social progress and better
standards of life in larger freedom and universal respect
for, and observance of, human rights and fundamental
freedoms for all without distinction as to mce, sex, lan
guage or religion,

Recalling the Universal Declamtion of Human Rights,6
as weD as the International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights7 and the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights,7

Acknowledging that the International Covenant on Eco
nomic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights have created new
standards and obligations to which States should conform,

Recalling that 1986 marks the twentieth anniversary of
the adoption of the International Covenants on Human
Rights,24

Also recalling the Declamtion on Social Progress and
Development, based on the Charter of the United Nations
and solemnly proclaimed on 11 December 1969,8s

Taking note oft'le 1985 Report on the World Social Sit
uation. 87

Reaffirming the provisions ofits resolution 32/130 of 16
December 1977 that all human rights and fundamental
freedoms are indivisible and interdependent and that the
promotion and protection of one category of rights can
never exempt or excuse States from the promotion and
protection of the other rights,

Convinced that the full realization of civil and political
rights is insepambly linked with the enjoyment of econo
mic, social and cultural rights,

Convinced also that the achievement of lasting progress
in the implementation of human rights is dependent upon
sound and effective national and international policies of
economic, social and political development,

Desirous of removing all obstacles to the full realization
ef human rights, in particular colonialism, neo-colonial
ism, mcism, mcial discrimination in all its forms, apart
heid, foreign intervention, occupation, aggression, discrim
ination and domination,

Recognizing the fundamental rights of every people to
exercise full sovereignty over its natural wealth and
resourCes,

Recognizing also that the realization of the right to
development could help to promote the enjoyment ofeco
nomic, social and cultuml rights,

Reaffirming that there is a close relationship between
disarmament and development, that progress in the field
of disarmament could considerably promote progress in
the field of development and that resources released
through disarmament measures would contribute to the
economic and social development and well-being of all
peoples, in particular those of the developing countries,

Recalling Commission on Human Rights resolution
1985/42 of 14 March 1985, in which the Commission
stated that the promotion and implementation of econo
mic, social and cultural rights and the obstacles to their
realization have not received sufficient attention within
the framework of United Nations organs,30

Requesting the Secretary-General to enhance his efforts
under the progmmme of advisory services to States in the

114 Ibid., 1985. Supplement No. 2 (El I985122), chap. XIII.
115 AlC.3/40/3 and Carr.1.
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implementation ofthe International Covenants on Human
Rights,

I. Recognizes that equal attention should be given to
the implementation, promotion and protection of econo
mic, social and cultural rights and civil and political rights;

2. Appeals to all States, on the occasion of the twenti
eth anniversary of the adoption of the International Cove
nants on Human Rights, to pursue policies directed to thefull implementation of the rights contained therein;

3. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to con
tinue its consideration of the realization of economic,
social and cultural rights and to submit to the General
Assembly at its forty-second session, through the Econo
mic and Social Council, its views and recommendations
on these human rights;

4. Welcomes the decision of the Economic and Social
Council, in its resolution 1985/17 of 28 May 1985, to
establish the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, which will be entrusted from 1987 on with the
important task of overseeing the implementation of the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
R.i8hts;

5. Encourages Governments to give careful considera
tion to nominations for membership of the Committee on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in due recognition
ofthe status ofCommittee members as experts with recog
nized competence in the field of human rights, serving in
their personal capacity;

6. Urges the Secretary-General to take determined
steps, within existing resources, to give publicity to the
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and
to ensure that it receives full administrative support in
order to enable it to commence its functions effectively;

7. Decides to convene, on 16 December 1986, during
its forty-first session, a commemorative plenary meeting
ofthe General Assembly devoted to the twentieth anniver
sary of the adoption of the International Covenants on
Human Rights;

8. Decides also to discuss at its forty-first session,
under the item entitled "International Covenants on
Human Rights", the question of the indivisibility and
interdependence of economic, social, cultural, civil and
political rights.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/115. International Covenants on Human Rights
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 33/51 of 14 December 1978,

34/45 of 23 November 1979, 35/132 of II December
1980,36/58 of25 November 1981, 37/191 of 18 Decem
ber 1982, 38/116 and 38/117 of 16 December 1983, and
39/136 and 39/138 of 14 December 1984,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General116 on
the status of the International Covenant on Economic,Social and Cultural Rights,? the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights7 and the Optional Protocol to
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,7

Noting with appreciation that, following its appeal, more
Member States have acceded to the International Cove
nants on Human Rights,24

Recognizing the important role of the Human Rights
Committee in the implementation of the International

116 A/40/60S.
117 Official Records ofthe General Assembly. Fortieth Session. SupplementNo. 40 (A/40/40). .

Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Optional
Protocol thereto,

Taking into account the useful work of the Sessional
Working Group of Governmental Experts on the Imple
mentation of the International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights,

Bearing in mind the important responsibilities of the
Economic and Social Council in relation to the Interna
tional Covenants on Human Rights,

Calling attention to the twentieth anniversary, in 1986,
of the adoption of the International Covenant on Econo
mic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Cov
enant on Civil and Political Rights,

I. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Human Rights Committee on its twenty-third, twenty
fourth and twenty-fifth sessions, 117 and expresses its satis
faction with the serious and conlltructive manner in which
the Committee is continuing to perform its functions;

2. Expresses its appreciation to those States parties to
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
that have submitted their reports to the Human Rights
Committee under article 40 of the Covenant and urges
States parties that have not yet done so to submit their
reports as speedily as possible;

3. Urges those States Parties to the International Cove
nant on Civil and Political Rights that have been
requested by the Human Rights Committee to provide
additional information to comply with that request;

4. Cotnmends those States parties to the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights that
have submitted their reports under article 16 of the Cove
nant and urges States that have not yet done so to submit
their reports as soon as possible;

5. Notes with satisfaction that the majority of States
parties to the International Covenant on Civil and Politi
cal Rights, and an increasing number of State:s parties to
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cul
tural Rights, have been represented by experts for the pres
entation of their reports, thereby assisting the Human
Rights Committee and the Economic and Social Council
in their work, and hopes that all States parties to both
Covenants will arrange such representation in the future;

6. Again urges all States that have not yet done so to
become parties to the International Covenant on Econo
mic, Social and Cultural Rights and the International Cov
enant on Civil and Political Rights, as well as to consider
acceding to the Optional Protocol to the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

7. Invites the States parties to the International Cove
nant on Civil and Political Rights to consider making the
declaration provided for in article 41 of the Covenant;

8. Emphasizes the importance of the strictest compli
ance by States parties with their obligations under the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights and the International Covenant on Civil and Politi
cal Rights and, where applicable, the Optional Protor"ol to
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights;

9. Stresses the importance of avoiding the erosion of
I human rights by derogation and underlines the necessity of
. strict observance of the agreed conditions and procedures

for derogation;
IO. Recommends to States parties that they continually

review whether any reservation made in respect ofthe pro
visions of the International Covenants on Human Rights
should be upheld; •
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40/116. Reporting obligations of States P.arties to
United Nations conventions on human
rights

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 37/44 of 3 December 1982. in

which it noted with concern the critical situation with
regard to overdue reports under the Internati~nal<:on!e~
tion on the Elimination of All Forms of RaCIal Dlscnml-

--_..._--------_....._--------------.
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11. Urges States parties to continue to pay active atten- nation11 and affirmed the necessity ofconsidering that sit-
tion to the protection and promotion ofcivil and political uation within the overall framework of all reporting
rights. as well as economic. social and culture! rights; obligations of States parties to United Nations conven-

12. Welcomes the decision of the Economic and Social tions on human rights.
Council. in its resolution 1985/17 of 28 May 1985, to Recalling also its resolution 38/117 of 16 December
establish the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural 1983, in which it noted that many delays were also~-
Rights, which will be entrusted from 1987 on with the ring in the submission of reports under the International
important task of overseeing the implementation of the Covenant on Economic. Social and Cultural Rights.7 as
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural indicated by the Secretary-General in his first report on the
Rights; overall situation with regard to reporting obligations, I I.

13. Requests the Secretary-General to keep the Human Recalling further its resolution 39/138 o~ 14 ~mber
Rights Committee informed of the relevant activities of 1984. in which the General Assembly, havmg conSidered
the General Assembly. the Economic and Social Council. the report of the meeting of the Chairmen of the supervi-
the Commission on Human Rights, the Sub-Commission sory bodies entrusted with the consideration of reports
on Prevention ofDiscrimination and Protection ofMinor- submitted under United Nations conventions on human
ities. the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Dis- rights and of the Commission on Human Rights, held at
crimination and the Committee on the Elimination ofDis- Geneva on 16 and 17 August 1984,119 expressed its Con-
crimination against Women. and also to transmit the cern about the problems experienced by those bodies in
annual reports of the Human Rights Committee to those the functioning of the reporting procedures and its convic-
bodies; tion of the need to improve the existing reporting system

14. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit to in order to resolve the problems experienced both by those
the General Assembly at its forty-first session a report on bodies and by the States parties to the various conventions
the status of the International Covenant on Economic, on human rights,
Social and Cultural Rights, the International Covenant on Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
Civil and Political Rights and the Optional Protocol to the containing updated information as at 1 June 1985 on the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights; general situation ofthe submission ofreports ofStates par_

15. Again urges the Secretary-General, taking into ties to United Nations conventions on human rightsl20 and
account the suggestions of the Human Rights Committee. a compilation of the general guidelines elaborated by the
to take determined steps within existing resources to give various human rights bodies under the human rights
more publicity to the work of the Committee and, simi- instruments containing reporting obligations, I 21
lady. to the work of the Economic and Social Council and Noting with deep concern that the number of reports
to improve administrative and related arrangements to overdue from States parties to at least one of the conven-
enable them to carry out their respective functions effec- tions on human rights has increased seriously and may
tively under the International Covenants on Human even increase further unless appropriate steps are taken to
Rights; ascertain better the root causes of the situation and to

16. Welcomes the progress already made towards the devise appropriate types of action that can progressively
publication of the official public records of the Human remove the difficulties being experienced,
Rights Committee in bound volumes and looks forward to Recalling. in this respect. Comm~ssion on Human
receiving in the near future the volumes covering the first Rights resolution 1985/26 of 11 March 198530 concerning
two sessions; the programme of advisory services in the field of human

17. Encourages all Governments to publish the texts rights,122 and also resolution 1985/45 of 14 March 1985,30
of the International Covenant on Economic. Social and in which the Commission, having considered the status of
Cultural Rights. the International Covenant on Civil and the International Covenants on Human Rights,24
Political Rights and the Optional Protocol to the Interna- requested the Secretary-General to consider ways and
tional CfJvenant on Civil and Political Rights in as many means of making advice and assistance available to States
languages as possible and to distribute them and make parties to these instruments in the preparation of their
them known as widely as possible in their territories; _ ..repo.....

18. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the Recognizing once again and with deeper concern the bur-
Centre for Human Rights of the Secretariat effectively den that several coexisting reporting systems place upon
assists the Human Rights Committee and the Economic Member States that are parties to various conventions,
and Social Council in the implementation of their respect- which in future may become more acute in relation to the
ive functions under the International Covenants on ratification of other conventions.

Human Rights. Reiterating the importance it attaches to the fulfilment
116th plenary meeting of obligations under international conventions on human

13 December 1985 rights, including reporting obligations,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the very compre
hensive second report of the Secretary-Gener-d on report
ing obligations ofStates parties to United Nations conven
tions on human rights. which contains:

(a) Updated information on the general situation of
the submission of reports of States parties to the five con
ventions currently in force;

(b) Consideration ofand suggestions on the question.of
consolidating the guidelines of the supervisory bodies
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entrusted with the consideration of the reports of States
parties on the implementation of the conventions;

(c) A list of articles dealing with related rights under
the various conventions and a compilation of the current
guidelines;

2. Expresses its deep concern about the alarming
number ofreports overdue from many States parties to the
international conventions on buman rights,l20 whicb nega
tively affects the reporting systems ofthose conventions, in
particular the International Convention on the Elimina
tion of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and the Inter
national Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights;

3. Expresses particular concern that some States that
are parties to four or to five conventions seem to have seri
ous difficulties in submitting their reports, as indicated by
the repeated reminders addressed to them by the Secre
tary-General at the request of the competent supervisory
bodies; 120

4. Takes note with interest of Economic and Social
Council decision 1985/132 of 28 May 1985, by which,
while maintaining the first six-year cycle of the reporting
procedures on the implementation of the International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the
Council decid~ to establish a nine-year period for the
subsequent cycles, and considers this decision a first step
towards the necessary lightening of the heavy burden of
reporting obligations placed upon the States parties to that
Covenant;

S. Supports the request addressed to the Secretary
General by the Commission on Human Rights, in its reso
lution 1985145, concerning the provision of practical
assistance to States, under the programme of advisory
services in the field of human rights, in the preparation of
their reports under United Nations conventions;

6. Commends the United Nations Institute for Train
ing and Research for having organized in the caribbean
region, at the suggestion of the Centre· for Human Rights
and with its close co-operation, a training course on the
preparation and submission of reports under international
conventions on human rights, and expresses the hope that
other- courses of that type may be organized in Africa and
Asia;

7. Believes that new timely steps are needed in order to
ascertain better the most relevant causes ofthe present sit
uation regarding the non-submission of reports and to
devise feasible types ofaction intended to remove the diffi
culties being encountered;

8. Requests the Secretary-General, to this end, to send
a note verbale to all States parties to the five United
Nations conventions on human rights having at I Feb
ruary 1986 more than two reports overdue, inviting them
to indicate, if they !lO wish, the reasons for their difficulties
in complying with the reporting obligations with regard to
the conventions under which their reports are overdue and
their interest, if any, in technical advice and assistance
with a view to better fulfilling their reporting obligations;

9. Invites the supervisory bodies entrusted with the
consideration of reports submitted under all conventions I

currently in force to give particular attention, during the
usual consideration of the action taken by the General
Assembly on their annual reports, to the report of the Sec
retary-General l23 and to the present resolution;

10. Recommends to the States parties to the Interna
tional Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination that, at their next meeting, they

123 A/40/600 and Add. I.
124 A/40/425.

consider suggesting to the Committee on the Elimination
ofRacial Discrimination the adoption, as a general rule, of
the practice already being followed by the Committee of
considering two successive reports in one single text;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session a report con
taining updated information on the general situation with
regard to overdue reports, an assessment ofthe operational
and financial implications of increasing training activities
in this field and the results of the request addressed to him
in paragraph 8 above;

12. Decides to consider at its forty-first session the con
vening, in 1987, ofanother meeting of the Chairmen of the
supervisory bodies, including the Committee on the Elimi
nation of Discrimination against Women and, if already
established, the committee against torture, in order to con
sider jointly the report of the Secretary-General requested
in paragraph II above;

13. Fully concurs with the considerations and sugges
tions of the Secretary-General on the question of consoli
dating the guidelines of the supervisory bodies entrusted
with .the consideration of reports of the States parties on
the implementation of the conventions on human rights;

14. Takes note with appreciation of the compilation of
the general guidelines elaborated by the various supervi
sory bodies and of the list of articles dealing with related
rights under the five conventions,123 both of which are
very helpful for States parties in the preparation of their
reports;

15. Decides to include in the provisional agenda ofits
forty-first session a separate item entitled "Reporting obli
gations ofStates parties to the United Nations conventions
on human rights".

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/117. Second International Conference on Assist
ance to Refugees in Africa

The Gen(eral Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 37/197 of 18 December 1982,

38/120 of 16 December 1983 and 39/139 of 14 December
1984 relating to the Second International Conference on
Assistance to Refugees in .Africa,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
on assistance to refugees in Afiica, 124

Mindful tbat the fundamental purpose of the Declara
tion and Programme of Action adopted by the Second
International Conference on Assistance to Refugees in
Africa, held at Geneva from 9 to II July 1984,125 was to
launch collective action by the international community
aimed at achieving lasting solutions,

Gravely concerned at the persistent and serious problem
of large numbers of refugees on the African continent,

Aware of the heavy burden borne by African countries
of asylum on account of the presence of these refugees and
its consequences for their economic and social develop
ment, and of the heavy sacrifices made by them, despite
their limited resources,

Deeply concerned that the refugee situation has been
severely affected by the critical economic situation in
Africa, as well as by drought and other natural disasters,

Recognizing that the efforts oT the countries of asylum
require the concerted support of the international commu-

125 A/39/402. annex.
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nity . to meet the needs for emergency relief and for
medium- and long-term development aid,

Taking note of the declarations and resolutions adopted
by the Assembly ofHeads ofState and Government of the
Organization of African Unity at its twenty-first ordinary
session, held at Addis Ababa from 18 to 20 July 1985,126
and of the resolutions adopted by the Council ofMinisters
of the Organization of African Unity at its forty-second
ordinary session, held at Addis Ababa from 10 to 17 July
1985, in particular resolution CMlRes.989 (XUI) on the
situation of refugees in Africa,35

Emphasizing the collective responsibility of sharing the
urg~nt and overwhelming burden of the problem of
Mncan refugees through effective mobilization of addi
tional resources to meet the urgent and long-term needs of
the refugees and to strengthen the capacity ofcountries of
asyllJ!ll ~o provide adC9uately for the refugees while they
remam m those countries, as well as to assist the countries
of origin in rehabilitating voluntary retumees,

Reiterating the vital importance ofthe complementarity
between refugee aid and development assistance,

Desirous of ensuring the speedy implementation of the
recommendations and pledges made at the Second Inter
national Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa,

I. Expresses its deep appreciation to African host
countries, which are the biggest donors, for their generous
contribution and continuous efforts to alleviate the plight
of refugees in spite of their critical economic situation;

2. Reiterates its appreciation to all donor countries, the
organizations and specialized agencies of the United
Nations system, regional organizations and intergovern
J!lental and non-governmental organizations for their ini
tial support and response to the projects submitted to the
Second International Conference on Assistance to Refu
gees in Africa;127

3. Urges the international community to maintain the
momentum created by the Conference and to translate
into reality the projects submitted as well as the principles
of the Declaration and Programme of Action adopted by
the Conference;

4. Emphasizes the vital importance of the compleh.;;;n
tarity of refugee aid and development assistance and of
ac~evingdurable solutions to the problems of refugees in
Mnca and the necessity of providing assistance for the
strengthening of the social and economic infrastructures of
African countries receiving refugees and returnees;

5. Requests the United Nations High Commissioner
~or Re.fugees to continue to keep' the situation of refugees
m Africa under constant review so as to ensure that ade
quate assistance is available for alre and maintenance and
for bringing about durable solutions;

6. Requests the United Nations Development Pro
gramme to increase its efforts to mobilize additional
resources for refugee-related development projects and, in
general, to promote and co-ordinate with the host
countries and the donor community the integration of ref
u,ee-related activities into national develoPntent plan
mng;

7. Calls upon all Member States and organizations of
the United Nations system concerned, as well as relevant
~~:mal, intergove~mentaland non-governm.,ntal organ
IZations, to lend therr support to the speedy implementa
tion of the recommendations and pledges made at the
Conference;

126 See A/40/666, annex I.
127 See A/40/42S, annexes I-Ill.
128 Official Records ofthe General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supplement

No. 12 (A/40/12).

8. Requests the Secretary-General, in accordance with
the Declaration and Programme of Action, to monitor, in
consultation and close co-operation with the Organization
of Afiican Unity, the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees and the United Nations Development Pro
gramme, the follow-up to the Conference;

9. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session, through the
Economic and Social Council, on the implementation of
tht; present resolution.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/118. Report of the United Nations High Com
missioner for Refugees

The General Assembly,
Having considered the report of the United Nations

High Commissioner for Refugees on the activities of his
Office,128 as well as the report of the Executive Committee
of the Programme of the HiJZh Commissioner on the work
ofits thirty-sixth session,129and having heard the state
ment made by the High Commissioner on II November
1985,130

Recalling its resolution 39/140 of 14 December 1984,
Reaffirming the purely humanitarian and non-political

ch.~cter of the activities of the Office of the High Com
miSSIoner,

Deeply concerned that refugees and displaced persons of
concern to the High Commissioner continue to face dis
tressingly serious problems in all parts of the world,

Particularly concerned that in various regions the safety
and welfare of refugees and asylum-seekers continue to be
seriously jeopardized on account of military or armed
attacks, acts of piracy and other forms of brutality,

Stressing the fundamental importance of the High Com
missioner's function to provide international protection
and the need for States to co-operate with the High Com
missi~ne~in the exercise ofthis essential function, particu
larly m VIew of the continued and persistent violations of
the basic rights of refugees and asylum-seekers,

Emphasizing that voluntary repatriation or return
remains the most desirable solution to the problems ofref
ug~~ and displaced persons of concern to the High Cilm
mlSSloner,

Emphasizing also the importance for the international
community to continue to provide assistance and resettle
ment opporttmities for those refugees for whom no other
durable solution may be in sight, particularly in regions
whe~e countries o~ ~rst refuge continue generously to
receive refugees arnvmg by land or by sea,

Commending States that, despite severe economic and
developmental problems of their own, continue to admit
larg~ n~mbersof refugees and displaced persons into their
temtones,

Noting with deep appreciation the valuable support
e~tend~d by many Governments to the High Commis
slaner m the performance of his humanitarian tasks,

Deeply concer'}eq about th~ shortage of funds faced by
the High Commissioner and ItS consequences for his abil
ity to fulfil his mandate,
. Notin~ with satis!act!on the ~fforts of the High Commis

Sioner, 10 the field of IOternatlOnal protection, to address

129 Ibid., Supplement No. 12~4 (A/40/I2IAdd.I).
130 Ibid., Fortieth Session. Third ('ommillee.. 37th meeting, paras. 2-17.
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the special problems of refugee and displaced women and
children resulting from their vulnerable position, which in
many cases exposes them to a variety ofdifficult situations
affecting their physical and legal protection as well as their
psychological and material well-being,

Noting with satisfaction and encouraging the continuing
and increasing co-operation between the Office ofthe High
Commissioner and other bodies of the United Nations
system, as well as intergovernmental and non-govern
mental organizations,

Desirous of ensuring the speedy implementation of the
recommendations and pledges made at the Second Inter
national Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa,
held at Geneva from 9 to 11 July 1984,131

I. Commends the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees and his staff for the dedicated and efficient
manner in which they discharge their responsibilities;

2. Strongly reaffirms the fundamental nature of the
High Commissioner's function to provide international
protection and the need for Governments to continue to
co-operate fully with his Office in order to facilitate the
effective exercise of this function, in particular by acceding
to and implementing the relevant international and
regional refugee instruments and by scrupulously observ
ing the principles of asylum and non-refoulement;

3. Condemns all violations of the rights and safety of
refugees and asylum-seekers, in particular those perpe
trated by military or armed attacks against refugee camps
and settlements and other forms of brutality and by the
failure to rescue asylum-seekers in distress at sea;

4. Welcomes the fact that arrangements introduced by
the High Commissioner have increased significantly the
rescue ofasylum-seekers in distress at sea and that preven
tive measures have resulted in a decline in the number of
refugee boats attacked by pirates;

5. Urges all States, in co-operation with the Office of
the High Commissioner and other competent inteJ1la
tional. bodies, to take all measures necessary to ensure the
safety of refugees and asylum-seekers;

6. Also urges all States to support the High Commis
sioner in his efforts to achieve durable solutions to the
problem of refugees and displaced persons of concern to
his Office, primarily through voluntary repatriation or
return, including assistance to returnees, as appropriate,
or, wherever appropriate, through integration into
countries of asylum or resettlement in third countries;

7. Endorses the conclusions on voluntary repatriation
adopted by the Executive Committee ofthe Programme of
the High Commissioner at its thirty-sixth sessionl29 and
urges States to extend their full co-operation to the High
Commissioner to that effect;

8. Expresses its warm appreciation for the work done
by the High Commissioner to put into practice the concept
ofdevelopment-oriented assistance to refugees and return
ees, as initiated at the Second International Conference on
Assistznce to Refugees in Africa, and urges him to con
tinue that process, wherever appropriate, in co-operation
with the Worid Bank, the United Nations Development
Programme and other organizations, and, further, urges
Governments to support these efforts;

9. Commends the High Commissioner's programmes
for refugee and displaced women, especially those under
taken to secure their protection and to help them to
become self-sufficient through educational, vocational and
income-generating projects;

131 See N39/402 and Add.l and 2.

10. Expresses deep appreciation for the valuable mate
rial and humanitarian response of receiving countries. in
particular those developing countries that, despite limited
resources, continue to admit, on a permanent or tempo
rary basis, large numbers of refugees and asylum-seekers,
and, reaffirming the principle of international solidarity
and burden-sharing, urges the international community to
assist receiving countries in order to enable them to cope
with the additional burden created by the presence of
those refugees and asylum-seekers;

11. Commends all States that facilitate the attainment
ofdurable solutions and contribute generously to the High
Commissioner's programmes;

12. Expresses deep appreciation for the valuable c0
operation between the Office of the High Commissioner
and intergovernmental and non-governmental agencies;

13. Calls upon all States to promote durable solutions
and to contribute generously to the High Commissioner's
humanitarian programmes in order to assist refugees,
returnees and displaced persons of concern to the High
Commissioner in a spirit of international solidarity and
burden-sharing.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/119. Expression of appreciation to the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

The General Assembly,
Noting with deep regret that the United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees will shortly be relinquishing
his duties,

Recognizing the significant progress achieved under his
guidance iri promoting humanitarian solutions to the
problems of refugees and displaced persons in various
parts of the world,

Considering his unrelenting efforts to alleviate human
suffering through the special humanitarian tasks entrusted
to him in addition to the original functions of his Office,

1. Exprc,ses its sincere appreciation and thanks to Mr.
Poul H~1ling for the effective and dedicated manner in
which he has performed his functions as United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees;

2. Extends its good wishes to him for success in his
future undertakings. •

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/120. Preparation of a draft convention against
illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and psycho
tropic substances

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 331168 of 20 December 1978,

35/195 of 15 December 1980, 36/132 of 14 December
1981,36/168 of 16 December 1981,37/168 of 17 Decem
ber 1982,37/198 of 18 December 1982,38/93 and 38/122

I of 16 December 1983, 39/141 and 39/143 of 14 December
1984 and other relevant provisions,

Recalling also the Declaration on the Control of Drug
Trafficking and Drug Abuse of 14 December 1984,132 in
which it is stated, inter alia, that the eradication oftraffick
ing in narcotic drugs is the collective responsibility of all
States and that States shall utilize the legal instruments
against the illicit production of and demand for, abuse of

132 Resolution 39/142, annex.
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and illicit traffic in drugs and adopt additional measures to
counter new manifestations of this crime,

Bearing in mind the Quito Declaration against Traffic in
Narcotic Drugs of i 1 A!!gust 1984,133 the New York Dec
laration against Drug Trafficking and the Illicit Use of
Drugs of I October 1984134 and the Lima Declaration of
29 July 1985, I3S i:n which profound alarm was expressed at
the seriousness of the problem,

Noting the report entitled "Options for individual and
collective action to intensify the fight against drug abuse"
that emerged from the Boon Summit held from 2 to 4 May
1985,

Noting also the joint statement on the international
problem of drug abuse and drug trafficking issued on 9
July 1985 by the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the States
members of the Association of South-East Asian Nations,
which praised the ongoing efforts of the international com
munity in preparing the draft of a new convention against
illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances,

Taking into account the fact that, at the Conference of
Foreign Ministers of the Non-Aligned Countries held at
Luanda from 4 to 7 September 1985, the Ministers expres
sed deep concern over the growing problem of drug abuse
and illicit trafficking in narcotic drugs and renewed their
support for the efforts being undertaken by the interna
tional community to combat it,136

Taking into account also the paragraphs on drug abuse
and illicit trafficking in drugs in the communique adopted
at the meeting of Heads of Governments of Common
wealth States held at Nassau from 16 to 22 October 1985,
in which the hope was expressed that action would be
expedited on the related proposed new convention,137

Recalling with appreciation the thorough consideration
given to drug abuse and trafficking issues by the Seventh
United Nations Congress on the Prevention ofCrime and
the Treatment of Offenders, in particular its resolution 2,
in which the Congress recommended that the preparation
ofa new international instrument against illicit drug traffic
should be considered as an absolute priority,138 and the
Milan Plan of Action, especially paragraph 5 (g) thereof,6O

Deeply concerned by the constant upward trend in illicit
traffic and drug abuse verified and reported by an increas
ing number ofMember States, which poses serious dangers
for individual human rights and for the economic, cultural
and political structures of society,

Reaffirming its conviction that the magnitude and com
plexity reached in illicit drug trafficking and its grave con
sequences emphasize the urgent need to carry out the man
date given by the General Assembly, in its resolution 39/
141, to the Commission on Narcotic Drugs, through the
Economic and Social Council, to initiate, as a matter of
priority, the preparation of a draft convention against
illicit traffic in narcotic drugs which considers the various
aspects of the problem as a whole, in particular those not
envisaged in existing international instruments,

Welcoming the statement made by the Secretary-Gen
eral before the Economic and Social Council on 24 May
1985,139 in which he proposed the convening in 1987 of a
world conference at the ministerial level to deal with all
aspects of drug abuse, and his note on drug abuse control
of 22 October 1985,140

Recognizing the valuable contribution made by existing
international legal instruments in their specialized areas,
including the Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of
1961, as amended by the 1972 Protocol Amending the
Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961,141 and the
Convention on Psychotropic Substances of 1971,142

Expressing deep selis/action with Commission on Nar
cotic Drugs resolution I (XXXI) of 20 February 1985,143
approved by the Economic and Social Council in its deci
sion 1985/130 of28 May 1985,

I. Expresses its appreciation to Member States for
their response to the request made by the Secretary-Gen
eral in accordance with paragraph 1 of Commission on
Narcotic Drugs resolution I (XXXI) and urges those
Member States that have not yet done so to comply with
the request forthwith;

2. Commends the Secretary-General for his effective
response to the request set forth in parag:taphs I and 2 of
Commission on Narcotic Drugs resolutioTtl I (XXXI) and
for the preparation of his comprehensi.'ic report, 144 which
will contribute to the preparation of a draft convention
against illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and psychotropic
substances, as mandated by the General Assembly in its
resolution 39/141;

3. Requests the Economic and Social Council, in
accordance with General Assembly resolution 39/141 and
resolution I (XXXI) of the Commission on Narcotic
Drugs, w instruct the Commission to decide, following
consideration at its ninth special session of the report of
the Secretary-General, on the elements that could be inclu
ded in the convention and to request the Secretary-Gen
eral to prepare a draft on the basis of those elements, and
to submit a progress report, including completed elements
of the draft, to the Commission for consideration at its
thirty-second session;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
International Conference on Drug Abuse and Illicit Traf
ficking, to be held in 1987,145 a report on progress made
towards completing a new convention against drug traf
ficking;

5. Emphasizes the importance of resolution 2 adopted
by the Seventh United Nations Congress on the Preven
tion of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, approved
by the General Assembly in its resolution 40/32 of 29
November 1985, in which the Congress recommended
that absolute priority should be accorded to the prepara
tion of a new international instrument against illicit drug
trcliic, as well as the importance of paragraph 5 (g) of the
Milan Plan of Action;

6. Recommends that the new convention should take
into account the interests of all countries in order that it
may be an effective, operative instrument in the struggle
against illicit drug trafficking;

7. Requests the Commission on Narcotic Drugs to
report to the Economic and Social Council at its first regll
Jar session of 1986 on the results achieved in this respect
during its ninth special session; .

8. Urges once again all States that have not yet done so
to:idhere to and ratify the Single Convention on Narcotic
Drugs of 1961, the 1972 Protocol Amending the Single

139 A/C.3/40/8, annex.
140 AlC.3/40/8.
141 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 976, No. 14152, p. 106.
142 Ibid., vol. 1019, No. 14956, p. 176.
143 See Official Records ofthe Economic and Social Council. 1985. Supple

ment No. 3 (ElI985/23 and Corr.I), chap. IX, sect. A
144E1CN.71198612 and Corr.1 and Add.I-3.
145 See resolution 40/122.

133 A/39/407, annex.
134 A/39/55I and Corr.1 and 2, annex.
135 A/4O/544, annex.
136 See A/4O/854-SIl761O and Corr.I, annex 11, sect. XXVIII.
137 See A/40/817, annex, para. 67.
138 See Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention a/Crime and

the Treatment ofOffenders. Milan. 26 August-6 September 1985: report pre
pared by the Secretariat (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.86.IV.I),
chap. I, sect. E.

,
I

fj
11ri

.,l"" C"'·'=7~_", ...;r;i·:MB':'''~ii'<~'-~·'·~·'~:'iT~·'';i~;~i~··~~;:""~~"t:;:·~~·~~"·~~~ •••••e••••••••••••••1lIIII



General Assembly-Fortieth Session -

,
40/1

l'l
!i
Ii ThfJ
I,

CO";.;
natio

1'·1 effec
Il thes

[\
whic
and

I AIj transh

U and
r: illicit

.~ Re
.~ 14

I ofth

t on N

:1 148;, 149
No.4(

~'1

......• ......"

Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961 and the Conven
tion on Psychotropic Substances of 1971;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session on the implementa
tion of the present resolution.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/121. International campaign against traffic in
drugs

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 35/195 of 15 December 1980,

36/168 of 16 December 1981, 37/168 of 17 December
1982,37/198 ofl8 December 1982 and 38/98 and 38/122
of 16 December 1983, as well as its resolutions 36/132 of
14 December 1981, 38/93 of 16 December 1983, 39/141
and 39/143 of 14 December 1984 and other relevant pro
visions,

Recalling also its resolution 39/142 of 14 December
1984, by which it adopted the Declaration on the Control
of Drug Trafficking and Drug Abuse, which describes drug
trafficking and drug abuse as an international criminal
activity whose total elimination demands urgent attention
and maximum priority,

Taking note of the reiterated concern expressed by the
Secretary-General in his report on the work of the Organi
zation,146 in which he recognizes that the drug problem can
no longer be regarded as a merely social, and largely
domestic, concern and proposes that an effective range of
strategies be developed to meet the challenge,

Taking note once again of the provisions of the Quito
Declaration against Traffic in Narcotic Drugs of 11 August
1984,133 the New York Declaration against Drug Traffick
ing and the Illicit Use of Drugs of I October 1984,134 in
which drug trafficking is considered to be a crime against
humanity, and the Lima Declaration of 29 July 1985,135
which draws attention to the need for integrated, effective
and urgent regional and international action supported by
the resources necessary for successfully overcoming the
problem,

Commending the work of the Commission on Narcotic
Drugs and the International Narcotics Control Board, as
well as the positive action of the United Nations Fund for
Drug Abuse Control in allocating funds to integrated rural
development programmes, including substitution of illegal
crops in the most severely affected areas, and their efforts
to achieve greater law enforcement,

Considering that, despite the efforts made, the situation
continues to deteriorate and the international community
is confronted with transnational criminal organizations
whose activities, including terrorist practices, constitute a
threat to the well-being of peoples, the stability of demo
cratic institutions and the sovereignty of States,

Acknowledging once more that the eradication of this
scourge calls for integrated action which will simultane
ously tackle the problems ofreduction and control of illicit
demand, production, distribution and marketing, and that
action designed to eliminate illicit drug cultivation and I

trafficking should be accompanied, when necessary, by
economic and social development programmes, including
crop substitution, in the affec:e,.i areas,

Endorsing the statement mad~ by the Secretary-General
before the Economic and Social· Council on 24 May
1985,139 referred to in Council decision 1985/131 of 28
May 1985, on the need for a new United Nations offensive

146 See Of}i£ial Records o/the General Assembly, Fortieth Session. Supple
ment No. 1 (A/401l).

against drug trafficking and drug abuse, and his proposal to
convene a world conference at the ministerial level in
1987,

Aware of the decision of the Secretary-General to con
vene an interregional meeting of heads of national drug
law enforcement agencies in 1986, in accordance with
paragraph 10 of General Assembly resolution 39/143,

Conscious of the contribution that this interregional
meeting could make to bilateral and multilateral efforts,
including proposals that might be taken into account in the
preparation of a draft convention against illicit traffic in
narcotic drugs and at the International Conference on
Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking to be held in 1987,'45

Acknowledging the important role that Member States
and relevant bodies of the United Nations system must
play in order to ensure that the interregional meeting pro
duces significant results in the continuing fight against
illicit drug trafficking and drug abuse,

Acknowledging once more that law enforcement officials
repl~~ent an important line of defence against organized
crime, th(; illegal arms trade and other forms of criminal
activity associated with illicit traffic in drugs that threaten
the stability and security of many States,

Reiterating the importance of ratifying or acceding to
international treaties on the control of narcotic drugs and
psychotropic substances,

I. Takes note of the reports of the Secretary-Gen
eral;147

2. Reaffirms that maximum priority must be given to
the fight against the illicit production of, demand for and
traffic in drugs and related international criminal activ
ities, such as the illegal arms trade and terrorist practices,
which also have an adverse effect not only on the well
being ofpeoples but also on the stability of institutions, as
well -as posing a threat to the sovereignty of States;

3. Acknowledges the work of bodies of the United
Nations system, in particular the drug-control bodies, in
assisting efforts and initiatives designed to increase inter
national co-operation, and recommends that this work be
intensified; .

4. Encourages Member States and the relevant bodies
of the United Nations system to provide technical assist
ance to the developing countries most affected by the illicit
production of, traffic in and use ofdrugs and psychotropic
substances, in order to combat the problem;

5. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for his proposal to convene in 1987, at the ministerial
level, an International Conference on Drug Abuse and
Illicit Trafficking to deal with all aspects of drug abuse;

6. Takes note with satisfaction of the decision of the
Secretary-General to hold an interregional meeting of
heads ofnational drug law enforcement agencies at Vienna
from 28 July to I August 1986, in accordance with para
graph 10 of General Assembly resolution 39/143;

7. Recommends to the Commission on Narcotic Drugs
that it advise the interregional meeting to examine in
depth the most important aspects of the problem,
especially those that would enhance ongoing bilateral and
multilateral efforts, in particular the preparation of a draft
convention against illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and psy
chotropic substances and the proposed International Con
ference on Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking, to be con
vened by the Secretary-General at the ministerial level,
and to recommend action on, illter alia:

(a) Extradition;

147 Al401771 and Al401772..
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(b) Mechanisms that would enhance interregional co
ordination and co-operation on a pennanent basis;

(c) Modalities of ensuring rapid and secure means of
communication between law enforcement agencies at the
national, regional and international levels;

(d) Techniques of controlled delivery;
(e) Measures to reduce the vulnerability of States

affected by the transit of illicit drugs;
8. Encourages Member States to be represented at the

interregional meeting by officials at the decision-making
level ofnational organizations concerned with the suppres
sion of illicit traffic in drugs and psychotropic substances;

9. Invites the competent bodies within the United
Nations system, as well as the International Criminal
Police Organization and the Customs Co-operation Coun
cil, to provide technical expertise and to participate
actively in the interregional meeting;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session an interim
report containing the recommendations of the inter
regional meeting of heads of national drug law enforce
ment agencies and to submit a final report to the Economic
and Social Council, through the Commission on Narcotic
Drugs at its next session;

11. Reiterates its request to the Secretary-General to
continue to make the necessary arrangements for holding,
within the framework of advisory services, interregional
seminars on the experience gained within the United
Nations system in integrated rural development pro
grammes that include the substitution of illegal crops in
affected areas, particularly in the Andean region;

12. Acknowledges the vital role played by the United
Nations Fund for Drug Abuse Control and calls upon
Member States to contribute or to continue contributing to
the Fund;

13. Calls upon the specialized agencies ai.d all relev.ant
bodies of the United Nations system actively to imple
ment the present resolution and requests the Secretary
General to report thereon to the General Assembly at its
forty-first session;

14. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "International cam
paign against traffic in drugs".

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/122. International Conference on Drug Abuse
and Illicit Trafficking

The General Assembly,
Conscious of the common concern that exists among

nations of the world regarding the awesome and vicious
effects of drug abuse and illicit trafficking, which threaten
the stability of nations and the well-being of mankind and
which therefore constitute a grave threat to the security
and development of many countries,

Aware of the dangers posed for producer, consumer and
transit countries alike by the illegal cultivation, production
and manufacture of and demand for drugs and by their
illicit traffic,

Recalling its resolutions 39/141, 39/142 and 39/143 of
14 December 1984 and relevant resolutions and decisions
of the Economic and Social Council and the Commission
on Narcotic Drugs in the international campaign against

148 A/40/817. annex.
149 ORicial Records ofthe Economic and Social Council. 1981. Supplement

No. 4 (Et1981/24), annex 11.

traffic in and abuse of narcotic drugs and psychotropic
substances,

Mindful of relevant regional and other initiatives, such
as the Declaration of Principle to Combat the Abuse of
Narcotic Drugs adopted by the Association of South-East
Asian Nations on 26 June 1976, the Quito Declaration
agaim,t Traffic in Narcotic Drugs of 11 August 1984,133 the
New York Declaration against Drug Trafficking and the
Illicit Use of Drugs of 1 October 1984,134 the report
entitled "Options for individual and collective action to
intensify the fight against drug abuse" issued at the Bonn
Summit held from 2 to 4 May 1985, the joint statement on
the international problem of drug abuse and drug traffick
ing issued on 9 July 1985 by the Ministers for Foreign
Affairs of the States members of the Association ofSouth
East Asian Nations, the Lima Declaration of 29 July
1985,135 the concern expressed at the Conference of For
eign Ministers of the Non-Aligned Countries held at
Luanda from 4 to 7 September 1985,136 and the communi
que adopted at the meeting of Heads of Governments of
Commonwealth States, held at Nassau from 16 to 22
October 1985,148 as well as the First Ladies' Conferences
on Drug Abuse held in Washington in April 1985 and in
New York in October 1985,

Recognizing the importance of adherence to existing
international legal instruments, including the Single Con
vention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961, as amended by the
1972 Protocol Amending the Single Convention on Nar
cotic Drugs of 1961,141 and the Convention on Psycho
tropic Substances of 1971,142 and the need to encourage
Member States that have not yet done so to ratify these
instruments and the need for States that have already rati
fied to implement fully their obligations under these
instruments,

Noting the relevant provisions of the International Drug
Abuse Control Strategyl49 adopted by the General Assem
bly at its thirty-sixth session, ISO

Mindful of the special responsibilities of the United
Nations and the international community to seek viable
solutions to the growing scourge of drug abuse and illicit
trafficking,

Noting the work of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs
towards the preparation ofa draft convention against illicit
traffic in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances,

Noting with appreciation the statement made by the Sec
retary-General before the Economic and Social Council on
24 May 1985,139 referred to in Council decision 1985/131
of28 May 1985, which drew attention to the gravity, mag
nitude and complexities of the international drug problem
and in response proposed a world-wide conference at the
ministerial level in 1987 to consider all aspects of the
problem,

Recognizing that the interregional meeting of heads of
national drug law enforcement agencies, to be convened at
Vienna in 1986, could make a significant contribution to
the deliberations of the conference at the ministerial level
proposed by the Secretary-General,

Taking into account the various reviews ofthe activities
of the United Nations agencies in the narcotics field that
have already been undertaken and noting with satisfaction
the Secretary-General's designation of the Under-Secre
tary-General for Political and General Assembly Affairs as
the overall co-ordinator of all United Nations activities
related to drug control,

Iso Resolution 36/168.
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Having considered the note by the Secretary-General on
a proposed United Nations conference on drug abuse con
trol,14O

1. Strongly urges all States to summon the utmost
political will to combat drug abuse and illicit trafficking by
generating increased political, cultural and social aware
ness;

2. Calls upon the United Nations, the specialized agen
cies and other organizations of the United Nations system
to give the highest attention and priority possible to inter
national measures to combat illicit production of, traffick
ing in and demand for drugs;

3. Also calls upon all States that have not already done
so to become parties to the Single Convention on Narcotic
Drugs of 196}151 and the 1972 Protocol Amending the
Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961 152 and to the
Convention on Psychotropic Substances of 1971, and, in
the mean time, to make serious efforts to comply with the
provisions of these instruments;

4. Decides to convene, in 1987, an International Con
ference on Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking at the minis
terial level at the Vienna International Centre as an
expression of the political will of nations to combat the
drug menace, with the mandate to generate universal
action to combat the drug problem in all its forms at the
national, regional and international ~:wels and to adopt a
comprehensive multidisciplinary outline of future activ
ities which focuses on concrete and substantive issues
directly relevant to the problems of drug abuse and illicit
trafficking, inter alia:

(a) To consider whether existing mechanisms, whereby
experiences, methodologies and other information in law
enforcement; preventive education, treatment and rehabil
itation, research and development of manpower relating to
the prevention and control of drug abuse can be
exchanged, should be improved or, if necessary, comple
mented by new mechanisms;

(b) To intensify concerted efforts. by governmental,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations to
combat all forms of drug abuse, illicit trafficking and
related criminal activities leading to the further develop
ment of national strategies that could be a basis for inter
national action;

(c) To create heightened national and international
awareness and sensitivity concerning the pernicious effects
of the abuse of narcotic drugs and psychotropic sub
stances, paying due attention to the demand dimension of
the drug problem and to the role of the mass media, non
governmental.organizations and other channels ofdissem
ination of information about all aspects of the drug prob
lem, especially in the prevention of drug abuse;

(d) To achieve as much harmonization as possible and
to reinforce national legislation, bilateral treaties, regional
arrangements and other international legal instruments,
especially as they relate to enforcement and penalties
against those involved in all aspects of illicit trafficking,
including forfeiture ofillegally acquired assets and extradi
tion, and to develop co-operation in dealing with drug
abusers, \ncluding their treatment and rehabilitation;

(e) To make further progress towards eradicating the I

sources ofraw materials for illicit drugs through a compre- .
hensive programme of integrated rural development, the
development of alternative means of livelihood and
retraining, law enforcement and, where appropriate, crop
substitution;

(j) To control more effectively the production, distri
bution and consumption of narcotic drugs and psycho-

151 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 520, No. 7515, p. 204.

tropic substances with a view to limiting their use exclu
sively to medical and scientific purposes, in accordance
with existing conventions, and, in this connection, to
underline the central role of the International Narcotics
Control Board;

(g) To strengthen the United Nations co-ordination of
drug abuse control activities by, inter alia, increasing sup
port for the United Nations Fund for Drug Abuse Control
and to reinforce regional and other co-operation between
Member States;

(h) To SL'OOrt strongly current high-priority initiatives
and programmes of the United Nations, including the
elaboration ofa convention against illicit traffic in narcotic
drugs and psychotropic substances which considers, in
particular, those aspects of the problem not envisaged in
existing international instruments;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to facilitate co-ordi
nation and interaction between Member States and the
specialized agencies and other organizations of the United
Nations system and, in this regard, to appoint the Secre
tary-General of the International Conference on Drug
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking at the earliest possible time;

6. Requests the Economic and Social Council, at its
organizational session for 1986, to invite the Commission
on Narcotic Drugs to act as the preparatory body for the
Conference, which shall be open to the participation ofall
States, and, for this purpose, to extend by one week the
ninth special session of the Commission at Vienna in Feb
ruary 1986 in order to consider the agenda and the organi
zational arrangements for the Conference and, further, to
submit its report on these matters to the Council at its first
regular session of 1986;

7. Reaffirms the central role of the specialized expert
input of the Commission on Narcotic Drugs and calls
upon all United Nations bodies to co-operate fuilywith
the-Commission and with the Secretary-General of the
Conference in order to ensure effective preparations for the
Conference;

8. Requests the Secretary-General, without prejudice
to ongoing initiatives, programmes and work ofthe United
Nations in the field of drugs, to co:ver as much as possible
of the cost of holding the Conference through absorption
within the regular budget for the biennium 1986-1987 and
to facilitate consideration of the financial implications of
the present resolution through established procedures, and
further requests the Secretary-General to submit progress
reports on the financial arrangements and implementation
ofthe present resolution, through the Commission on Nar
cotic Drugs, to the Economic and Social Council at its first
regular session of 1986;

9. Further requests the Secretary-General to report to
the General Assembly at its forty-first session on the
implementation of the present resolution.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/123. National institutions for the protection and
promotion of hnman rights

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 32/123 of 16 December 1977,

33/46 of 14 December 1978, 34/49 of23 November 1979,
36/134 of 14 December 1981, 38/123 of 16 December
1983 and 39/144 of 14 Decemger 1984,

Mindful of the guidelines on the structure and function
ing of national and local institutions for the promotion

152/bid., vol. 976, No. 14151, 'p:~.
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and protection of human rights, endorsed by the General
Assembly in its resolution 33/46,

Emphasizing the importance of the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights,6 the International Covenants on
Human Rights24 and other international human rights
instruments for promoting respect for and observance of
human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Conscious of the significant role that institutions at the
national level can play in protecting and promoting human
rights and fundamental freedoms and in developing and
enhancing public awareness and observance of those rights
and freedoms,

Welcoming the organization at Geneva, under the aus
pices of the United Nations, of a seminar on the experi
ence of different countries in the implementation of inter
national standards on human rights, held from 20 June to
I July 1983, IS3 and a seminar on community relations
commissions and their functions, held from 9 to 20 Sep
tember 1985,IS4

I. Takes note ofthe report of the Secretary-General; I ss
2. Emphasizes the importance of developing, in

accordance with national legislation, effective national
institutions for the protection and promotion of human
rights, and of maintaining their independence and integ
rity;

3. Encourages all Member States to take appropriate
steps for the establishment or, where they already exist, the
strengthening of national institutions for the protection
and promotion of human rights;

4. Draws attention to the constructive role that
national non-governmental organizations can play in the
work of such national institutions;

5. Encourages all Member States to take appropriate
steps to promote the exchange of information and experi
ence concerning the establishment ofsuch national institu
tions;

6.' Requests the Secretary-General to give due attention
to the role of national institutions and non-governmental
organizations concerned with the protection and promo
tion of human rights and to provide all necessary assist
ance to Member States, upon their request, in the imple
mentation ef paragraphs 3 and 5 above, according high
priority to the needs of developing countries;

7. Also requests the Secretary-General to continue to
provide and, as appropriate, to enhance assistance in the
field of human rights to Governfi1ents, at their request,
within the framework of the programme ofadvisory serv
ices in the field of human rights;

8. Welcomes and encourages the efforts of the Secre
tary-General to prepare and submit to the General Assem
bly, through the Commission on Human Rights and the
Economic and Social Council, a consolidated report, for
eventual publication as a United Nations handbook, on
national institutions for the use ofGovernments, including
information on the ~arious types and models of national
and local institutions for the protection and promotion of
human rights, taking into account differing social and legal
systems;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session on the implementa
tion of the present resolution.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

IS3 See ST/HRlSER.A!15.
IS4 See ST/HRlSER.A!17.

40/124. Alternative approaches and ways and means
within the United Nations system for
improving the effective enjoyment of hnman
rights and fundamental freedoms

The General Assembly,

Recalling that in the Charter of the United Nations the
peoples of the United Nations declared their determina
tion to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the
dignity and worth of the human person and in the equal
rights of men and women and of nations large and small
and to employ international machinery for the promotion
of the economic and social advancement of all peoples,

Recalling also the purposes and principles of the Charter
to achieve international co-operation in solving interna
tional problems ofan economic, social, cultural or human
itarian character, and in promoting and encouraging
respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for
all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion,

Emphasizing the significance and validity of the Univer
sal Declaration of Human Rights6 and of the International
Covenants on Human Rights24 in promoting respect for
and observance of human rights and fundamental free
doms,

Recalling its resolution 32/130 of 16 December 1977, in
which it decided that the approach to the future work
within the United Nations system with respect to human
rights questions should take into account the concepts set
forth in that resolution,

Recalling also its resolutions 34/46 of 23 November
1979,35/174 of 15 December 1980, 36/133 of 14 Decem~

ber 1981, 38/124 of 16 December 1983 and 39/145 of 14
December 1984,

Taking into account Commission on Human Rights res-
olution 1985/43 of 14 March 1985,30

Underlining the fact that the right to development is an
'lienable human right,
Recognizing that the human being is the main subject of

development and that everyone has the right to participate
in, as well as to benefit from, the development process,

Reiterating once again that the establishment of the new
international economic order is an essential element for
the effective promotion and the full enjoyment of human
rights and fundamental freedoms for all,

Reiterating also its profound conviction that all human
rights and fundamental freedoms are indivisible and inter
dependent and that equal attention and urgent considera
tion should be given to the implementation, promotion
and protection of both civil and political and economic,
social and cultural rights,

Reaffirming the importanCt~ of furthering the activities
of the existing organs of the United Nations system in the
field of human rights in conformity with the principles of
the Charter,

Underlining the need for the creation of conditions at
the national and international levels for the promotion and
full protection of the human rights of individuals and
peoples,

Recognizing that international peace and security are
essential elements for the full realization of human rights,
including the right to development,

Considering that the resources that wObld be released by
disarmament could contribute significantly to the develop
ment of all States, in particular the developing countries,

ISS A!40/469.
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implementation of the relevant international instruments
should be encouraged;

5. Reiterates once again that the international commu
nity should accord, or continue to accord, priority to the
search for solutions to mass and flagrant violations of
human rights of peoples and individuals affected by situa
tions such as those mentioned in paragraph 1 (e) of Gen
eral Assembly resolution 32/130, paying due attention also
to other situations of violations of human rights;

6. Reaffirms its responsibility for achieving interna
tional co-operation in promoting and encouraging respect
for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, and
expresses its concern at serious violations ofhuman rights,
in particular mass and flagrant violations of these rights,
wherever they occur;

7. Expresses concern at the present situation with
regard to the achievement of the objectives and goals for
establishing the new international economic order and its
adverse effects on the full realization of human rights, in
particular the right to development;

8. Reaffi.rms that the right to developnlent is an ina
lienable human right;

9. Reaffirms also that international peace and security
are essential elements in achieving the full realization of
the right to development;

10. Recognizes that all human rights and fundamental
freed/)ms are indivisible and interdependent;

11. Considers it necessary that all Member States pro
mote international co-operation on the basis of respect for
the independence, sovereignty and territorial integrity of
each State, including the right of each people to choose
freely its own socio-economic and political system and to
exercise full sovereignty over its wealth and natural
resources, subject to the principles referred to in article 1,
paragraph 2, and article 25 of the International Covenant
on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, with a view to
resolving international problems of an economic, social
and humanitarian character;

! 2. Expresses concern at the (,lisparity existing between
the established norms and principles and the actual situa
tion of all human rights and fundamental freedoms in the
world;

13. Urges all States to co-operate with the Commission
on Human Rights in the promotion and protection of
human rights and fundamental freedoms;

14. Reiterates the need to create, at the national and
international levels, conditions for the full promotion and
protection of the human rights of individuals and peoples;

15. Reaffirms once again that, in order to facilitate the
full enjoyment ofall rights and complete personal dignity,
it is necessary to promote the rights to education, work,
health and proper nourishment through the adoption of
measures at the national level, including those that pro
vide for workers' participation in management, as well as
the adoption of measures at the international level, inclu
ding the establishment of the new international economic
order;

16. Again requests the Commission on HI~man Rights
to take the necessary measures to promote the right to
development, and welcomes the decision of the Commis
sion, in its resolution 1985/43, concerning the future work
of the Working Group of Governmental Experts on the
Right to Development;

17. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the
General Assembly a, its forty-first session a report con-

Recognizing that co-operation among all nations on the
basis of respect for the independence, sovereignty and ter
ritorial integrity of each State, including the right of each
people to choose freely its own socio-economic and politi
cal system and to exercise full sovereignty over its wealth
and natural resources, subject to L'le principles referred to
in article 1, paragraph 2, and article 25 ofthe International
Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights,7 is
essential for the promotion of peace and development,

Convinced that the primary aim of such international
co-operation must be the achievement by each human
being of a life of freedom and dignity and freedom from
want,

.r~cknowledgingthe progress so far achieved by the inter
national community in the promotion and protection of
human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Concerned, however, at the occurrence of violations of
human rights in the world,

Reaffirming that nothing in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights or in the International Covenants on
Human Rights may be i~fe:preted as implying for any
State, group or person the right to engage in any activity or
perfo.., any act aimed at the destruction of any of the
rights and freedoms set forth therein,

Affirming that the ultimate aim of development is the
COilStant improvement of the well-being of the entire pop
ulation, .:>n the basis of its full participation in the process
of development and a fair distribution of the benefits
therefrom,

Emphasizing that Governments have the duty to ensure
respect for all human rights and fUndamental freedoms,

Taking note of the work done by the Working Group of
Governmentll1 Experts on the Right to Development, as
reflected in its reports to the Commission on Human
Rights,156

1. Reiterates its request that tl.te Commission on
Human Rights continue its current work on the overall
analysis with a view to further promoting and improving
human rights and fundamental freedoms, including the
question of the Commission's programme and working
methods, and on the overall analysis of the alternative
approaches and ways and means for improving the effec
tive enjoyment of human rights and fundamental free
doms, in accordance with the provisions and concepts of
General Assembly resolution 32/130 and other relevant
texts;

2. Affirms that a primary aim of international co-oper
ation in the field of human rights is a life of freedom, dig
nity and peace for all peoples and for each human being,
that all human rights and fundamental freedoms are indi
visible and interrelated and that the promotion and pro
tection of one category ofrights should never exempt or
excuse States from the promotion and protection of the
others;

3. Affirms its profound conviction that equal attention
and urgent consideration should be given to the imple
mentation, promotion and protection of both civil and
political and economic, social and cultural rights; ,

4. Reaffirms that it is of paramount importance for the
promotion of human rights and fundamental freedoms
that Member States should undertake specific obligations
through accession to, or ratification of, international
instruments in this field and, consequently, that the stand
ard-S(~tting work within the United Nations system in the
field of human rights and the universal acceptance and

"lS6EiCN.4ii983/11. ElCN.4/1984/13 and Carr.1 and 2 and E!GN.4/
1985/11.
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basic reference works on human rights for use by United
Nations information centres and other interested bodies;

4. Takes note with satisfaction of the request of the
Commission on Human Rights to the Secretary-General,
in its resolution 1985/49, to collect relevant material,
including that prepared by specialized agencies, regional
bodies, groups, non-governmental organizatiors and indi
viduals, with a view to preparing a basic teaching booklet
on human rights in the six official languages of the United
Nations;

5. Recommends that all Member States consider inclu
ding, in their educational curricula, material relevant to a
comprehensive understanding of human rights issues;

6. Urges the Commission on Human Rights to give
special attention at its forty-second session to the develop
ment ofpublic information activities in the field ofhuman
rights and to submit to the General Assembly at its forty
first session, through the Economic and Social Council, its
views and recommendations on further action;

7. Decides to continue its consideration of this ques
tion at its forty-first session under the item entitled uAlter
native approaches and ways and means within the United
Nations system for improving the effective enjoyment of
human rights and fundamental freedoms".

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/126. New international humanitarian order

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 36/136 of 14 December 1981,
37/201 of 18 December 1982 and 38/125 of 16 December
1983,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,l57

Welcoming the views and comments of Governments
regarding the proposal to promote a new international
humanitarian order contained in the report of the Secre
tary-General,158

Reiterating that the work of the Independent Commis
sion on International Humanitarian Issues. established
outside the framework of the United Nations, could be
useful for further study of the proposal,

1. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for his report;

2. Takes note of the activities of the Independent
Commission on International Humanitarian Issues, as
described in the report of the Secretary-General,159 and
looks forward to the outcome of its efforts and its final
report;

3. Invites Governments that have not yet done so to
communicate to the Secretary-General their views regard
ing the proposal to promote a new international humanita
rian order;

4. Requests the Secretary-General, in the light of fur
ther views received, to submit to the General Assembly at
its forty-first session an addendum to his report, including
a survey of specific humanitarian issues;

5. Decides to review at its forty-first session the ques
tion of a new international humanitarian order.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

157 A/40/348 and Ado.l and 2.
158 See A/40/348/Add.\ and 2.

40/125. Development of public information activities
in the field of human rights

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming that activities to improve public knowledge
in the field of human rights are necessary to the fulfilment
of the purposes of the Uniterl Nations set out in Article 1,
paragraph 3, of the Charter of the United Nations,

Recalling its resolutinns on the status of the Interna
tional Covenants on Human Rights,24 including resolution
39/136 of 14 December 19&4,

Taking into account the relevant General Assembly res
olutions concerning the further promotion of human
rights, including resolution 39/144 of 14 December 1984
relating to the activities of national institutions in the field
of human rights,

Welcoming Commission on Human Rights resolution
1985/49 of 14 March 1985 on the development of public
information activities in the field of human rights,30

Recognizing the fundamental importance of national
and regional public information activities in the field of
human rights and the catalytic effect that initiatives of the
United Nations can have on these activities,

Reaffirming that programmes ofteaching, education and
information in the field of human rights are central to the
achievement ofIasting respect for human rights and funda
mental freedoms,

Noting the importance of making available United
Nations materials on human rights in national and local
languages, including in simplified form, and of making
more effective use of the mass media and of new technol
ogies in order to reach a wider audience, especially the
less-educated and those in isolated areas,

Believing that the promotional activities of the United
Nations system in the field of human rights should be
enhanced and strengthened,

1. Requests all Member States to take appropriate
steps, by all available means, including the mass media, to
give publicity to the activities ofthe United Nations in the
field of human rights and to accord priority to the dissemi
nation, in their respective national and local languages, of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,6 the interna
tional Covenants on Human Rights and other interna
tional conventions;

2. Calls upon all relevant bodies ofthe United'Nations
system, including the specialized agencies and the regional
commissions, to assist further in the dissemination of
United Nations material on human rights;

3. Welcomes the efforts of the Secretary-General to
issue a personalized version of the Universal Declaration
ofHuman Rights ii. six official languages ofthe United
Nations, having in mmd the desirability ofcompleting this
task in 1986, and also welcomes the preparation ofa list of

taining information on the progress made by the Working
Group in the accomplishment of its tasks;

18. Decides to inClude in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled uAlternative
approaches and ways and means within the United
Nations system for improving the effective enjoyment of
human rights and fundamental freedoms".

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985
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40/127. United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims
of Torture

The General Assembly,
Recalling article 5 of the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights,6 which states that no one shall be sub
jected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or degrading treat
ment or punishment,

Again recalling the Declaration on the Protection of All
Persons from Being Subjected to Torture and Other Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment,7I

Recalling also its resolution 39/46 of IQ December
1984, by which it adopted and opened for signature, ratifi
cation and accession the Convention against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punish
ment,

Recalling further its resolution 36/151 of 16 Decem
ber 1981, in which it noted with deep concern that acts of
torture took place in various countries, recognized the
need to provide assistance to the victims of torture in a
purely humanitarian spirit and established the United
Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture,

Convinced that the struggle to eliminate torture includes
the provision of assistance in a humanitarian spirit to the
victims and members of their families,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General,160
I. Expresses its gratitude and appreciation to those

Governments, organizations and individuals that have
already contributed to the United Nations Voluntary Fund
for Victims of Torture;

2. Calls .upon all Governments, organizations and
individuals in a position to do so to respond favourably to
requests for initial as well as further contributions to the
Fund;

3. Expresses its appreciation to the Board of Trustees
of the Fund for the work it has carried out;

4. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for the support given to the Board ofTrustees of the Fund;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to make use of all
existing possibilities, including the preparation, produc
tion and dissemination of information materials, to assist
the Board ofTrustees ofthe Fund in its efforts to make the
Fund and its humanitarian work better known and in its
appeal for contributions.

116th plenary meeti"lg
13 December 1985

40/128. Status of the Convention against Torture
and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment

The General Assembly,
Recalling article 5 of the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights6and article 7 ofthe International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights,7 both of which provide that
no one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment,

Recalling also the Declaration on the Protection of !AlII
Persons from Being Subjected to Torture and Other Cruel, .
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment,
adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 3452
(XXX) of9 December 1975,

Recalling further its resolution 39/46 of 10 December
1984, by which it adopted and opened for signature, ratifi-

160 A/40/876.
161 Resolution 34/169, annex.
162 Resolution 37/194, annex.

cation and accession the Convention against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punish
ment and called upon all Governments to consider signing
and ratifying the Convention as a ~atter of priority,

Mindful of the relevance, for the eradication of torture
and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or pun
ishment, of the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement
Officials l61 and of the Principles of Medica1 Ethics,162

Convinced of the desirability of early finalization and
subsequent adoption ofthe draft Body ofPrinciples for the
Protection ofAll Persons under Any Form of Detention or
Imprisonment,163

Seriously concerned about the alarming number of
reported cases of torture and other cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment taking place in various
parts of the world,

Determined to promote the full implementation of the
prohibition, under international and national law, of the
practice of torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treat~ent or punishment,

W~(coming the decision of the Commission on Human
Rights, in its resolution 1985/33 of 13 March 1985, to
appoint a special rapporteur to examine questions relevant
to tOrture,30

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Secretary-General on the status of the Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treat
ment or Punishment;164

2. Expresses its satisfaction at the number of States
that have signed the Convention since it was opened for
signature, ratification and accession on 4 February 1985;

3. Requests all States that have not yet done so to sign
and; to ratify the Convention as a matter of priority;

4. Invites all States, upon ratification ofor accession to
the Convention, to consider the possibility of making the
declarations provided for in articles 21 and 22 of the Con~

vention;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to ~he

Commission on Human Rights at its forty-second ses~ion

and to the General Assembly at its forty-first sessi,on a
report on the status ofthe Convention against Torture and
Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punish
ment;

6. Decides to consider the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral provided for in paragraph 5 above at its forty-first ses
sion under the item entitled "Torture and other cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment".

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/129. Strategy and policies for drug control

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 32/124 of 16 December 1977, in
which it requested the Commission on Narcotic Drugs to
study the possibility oflaunching a meaningful programme
of international drug abuse control strategy and policies,

Recalling also its resolution 36/168 of 16 December
1981, by which it adopted the International Drug Abuse
Control Strategy and the basic five-year programme of
action149 proposed by the Commission on Narcotic Drugs

163.:\134/146, annex.
164 A/40/604:
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in its resolution 1 (XXIX) of 11 February 1981,165 as weD
as its resolution 38/98 of 16 December 1983, in which it
decided that, beginning with its eighth special session, the
Commission on Narcotic Drugs, meeting in plenary during
its sessions and in the presence ofan interested observers,
would constitute the task force envisaged in GeL\eral
Assembly resolution 36/168 to review, monitor aud co
ordinate the implementation of the International Drug
Abuse Control Strategy and the basic five-year programme
of action,

Taking note of resolution 2 (XXXI) of 20 February
1985 ofthe Commission on Narcotic Drugsl43 and Econo
mic and Social Council decision 1985/130 of 28 May
1985,

Approves the programme of action for 1986, the fifth
year of the United Nations basic five-year pJ'98l'8Dlme of
the International Drug Abuse Control Strategy, reviewed
by the Commission on Narcotic Drugs at its thirty-first
session.166

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/130. Measures to improve the situation and
ensure the human rights and dignity of all
migrant workers

The General Assembly,
Reaffirming once more the permanent validity of the

principles and standards embodied in the basic instru
ments regarding the international protection of human
rights, in particular in the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights,6 the International Covenants on Human
Rights,24 the International Convention on the Elimination
of AD Forms of Racial Discrimination11 and the Conven
tion on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women,75

Bearing in mind the principles ~r.d standards established
within the framework of the i.nternational Labour Organi
sation and the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organizat~cn, and the importance of the task car
ried out in connection with migrant workers and their
families in other specialized agencies and in various organs
of the United Nations,

Reiterating that, in spite of the existence of an already
established body of principles and standards, there is a
need to make further efforts to improve the situation and
ensure the human rights and dignity ofall migrant workers
and their families,

Recalling its resolution 34/172 of 17 December 1979,
by which it decided to establish a working group open to
all Member States to elaborate an international conven
tion on the protection of the rights of all migrant workers
and their families,

Recalling also its resolutions 35/198 of 15 December
1980,36/160 of 16 December 1981, 37/170 of 17 Decem
ber 1982, 38/86 of 16 December 1983 and 39/102 of 14
December 1984, by which it renewed the mandate of the
Working Group on the Drafting of an Internati"onal Con
vention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Their Families and requested it to continue
its work,

Having examined the progress made by the Working
Group during its fifth inter-sessional meeting,167 held from
3 to 14 June 1985, as well as the report of the Working
Group during the current session of the General Assem-

165 See OJ1icial Records oflhe Economic and Social Council. 1981, Supple
ment No. 4(E1198 1/24), chap. XI, sect. A.

166 See Al401773, annex.

blY,168 during which the Group continued with the second
reading of the draft convention,

1. Takes note with satisfaction of the reports of the
Working Group on the Drafting of an International Con
vention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant
Workers and Their Families and, in particular, of the pro
gress made by the Working Group on the drafting, in
second reading, of the draft convention;

2. Decides that, in order to enable it to complete its
task as soon as possible, the Working Group shall again
hold an inter-sessional meeting of two weeks' duration in
New York, immediately after the first regular session of
1986 of the Eco!!iomic and Social Council;

3. Invites the Secretary-General to t.ransmit to Govern
ments the reports of the Working Group so as to enable
the members of the Group to continue the drafting, in
second reading, of the draft convention during the inter
sessional meeting to be held in the spring of 1986, as well
as to transmit the results obtained at that meeting to the
General Assembly for consideration during its forty-first
session;

4. Also invites the Secretary-General to transmit the
above-mentioned documents to the competen~ organs of
the United Nations and to international organizations con
cerned, for their information, so as to enable them to con
tinue their co-operation with the Working Group;

5. Decides that the Working Group shall meet during
the forty-first session of the General Assembly, preferably
at the beginning of the session, to continue the second
reading of the draft international convention on the pro
tection of the rights ofall migrant workers and their fami
lies.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/131. United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indige
nons Populations

The General Assembly,

Taking note of Economic and Social Council resolution
1982/34 of 7 May ! 982, by which the Council authorized
the Sub-Commission on Prevention ofDiscrimination and
Protection of Minorities to establish annually a working
group on indigenous populations,

Taking note of Commission on Human Rights resolu
tion 1984/32 of 12 March 1984,29

Convinced that the establishment of a voluntary trust
fund for indigenous populations would constitute a signifi
cant development for the future promotion and protection
of the human rights of indigenous populations,

Decides to establish a voluntary trust fund in accordance
with the following criteria:

(a) The name of the fund shall be the United Nations
Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations;

(b) The purpose ofthe Fund shall be to assist represen
tatives of indigenous communities and organizations to
participate in the deliberations of the Working Group on
Indigenous Populations by providing them with financial
assistance, funded by means of voluntary contributions
from Governments, non-governmental organizations and
other private or public entities;

(c) The omy type of activity to be supported by the
Fund is that described in subparagraph (b) above;

167 See AlC.3/40/1.
168 AlC.3/40/6.
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(d) The only beneficiaries of assistance from the Fund
shall be representatives of indigenous peoples' organiza
tions and communities:

(i) Who are so considered by the Board ofTrustees of
the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indige
nous Populations described in subparagraph (e)
below;

(ii) Who would not, in the opinion of the Board, be
able to attend the ~ssions of the Working Group
without the assistance provided by the Fund;

(Hi) Who would be able to contribute to a deeper
knowledge on the part of the Working Group of
the problems aifecting indigenous populations and
who would secure a broad geographical represen
tation;

(e) The Fund shall be administered in accordance with
the Financial Regulations and Rules of the United Nations
and other relevant provisions set forth in the annex to the
note by the Secretary-General,169 with the advice of a
Board of Trustees composed of five persons with relevant
experience on issues affecting indigenous populations, who
will serve in their personal capacity; the members of the
Board of Trustees shall be appointed by the Secretary
General for a three-year term renewable in consultation
with the current Chairman of the Sub-Commission; at
least one member of the Board shall be a representative of
a widely-recognized organization of indigenous people.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/132. Assistance to refugees in Somalia
The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 35/180 of 15 December 1980,

36/153 of 16 December 1981, 37/174 of 17 December
1982, 38/88 of 16 December 1983 and 39/104 of 14
December 1984 on the question ofassistance to refugees in
SoQ1alia,

Having considered the report of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees on assistance to refugees
in Somalia,170 in particular section IV of that report,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on
assistance to refugees in Africa,124

Deeply concerned that the refugee problem in Somalia
has not yet been resolved,

Aware of the additional burden imposed by the new
influx of refugees and the consequent urgent need for addi
tional international assistance,

Aware of continuing and serious shortfalls in the provi
sion of food assistance, which have resulted in dangerous
ration restrictions, epidemics related to malnutrition,
other shortages and extreme hardship in refugee camps in
Somalia,

Recognizing from the recommendations contained in
the report of the High Commissioner that there remains an
urgent need for increased assistance in the provision of
food, water and medicines, in the areas of transport and
logistics, shelter and domestic items, construction, th~
strengthening of health and educational facilities, and the
expansion of the number of self-help schemes and small
scale farming and settlement projects necessary for the
promotion of self-reliance among the refugees,

Aware of the continued consequences of the social and
economic burden placed on the Government and people of

169 ElCN.4/Sub.2/1983/20.
170 Al40/586.
!71 See OJJU:ial Records of/he General Assembly, Fonie/h Session, Supple

ment No. f2 (Al40/12), chap. 11, ~I. C; and Al40/586. sect. Ill.

Somalia as a result of the continued presence of refugees
and new refugee flows and the consequent impact on
national development and the infrastructure of the coun
try,

1. Takes note of the report of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees;

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
and the High Commissioner for their continued efforts to
mobilize international assistance on behalf of the refugees
in Somalia;

3. Takes note with satis/action of the assistance ren
dered to refugees in Somalia by various Member States,
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees, the World Food Programme, the United
Nations Children's Fund and other concerned intergovern
mental and non-governmental organizations; 171

4. Appeals to Member States, international organiza
tions and voluntary agencies to render maximum and
timely material, financial and technical assistance to the
Government of Somalia in its efforts to provide all neces
sary assistance to the refugees;

5. Appeals to the donor community to give urgent and
favourable consideration to the development-related refu
gee projects submitted by the Government of Somalia to
the Second International Conference on Assistance to Ref
ugees in Africa,m held at Geneva from 9 to 11 July 1984,
and to fulfil the pledges undertaken at or after that Con
ference;

6. Requests the High Commissioner, in consultation
with the Secretary-General, to apprise the Economic and
Social Council, at its second regular session of 1986, of the
refugee situation in Somalia;

7. Also requests the High Commissioner, in consulta
tion with the Secretary-General, to submit to the General
Assembly at its forty-first session a report on the progress
achieved in the implementation of the present resolution.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/133. Assistance to displaced persons in Ethiopia

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 35/91 of 5 December 1980, 36/
161 of 16 December 1981,37/175 of 17 December 1982,
38/91 of 16 December 1983 and 39/105 of 14 December
1984, as well as Economic and Social Council resolutions
1980/54 of 24 July 1980 and 1982/2 of 27 April 1982,

Recalling also the report of the Secretary-General pre
pared pursuant to Economic and Social Council resolution
1980/8 of 28 April 1980,173

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on
assistance to displaced persons in Ethiopia,174

Having considered the report of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees, 128

Recognizing the increasing number of voluntary return
ees and refugees in Ethiopia,

Deeply concerned at the plight of displaced persons and
voluntary returnees in the country, which has been aggra
vated by the devastating effect of the prolonged drought,

Aware of the heavy burden placed on the Government
of Ethiopia in caring for displaced persons and victims of
natural disasters, as well as fGr returnees and refugees,

172 Sce AlCONF. 125/1 , para. 33.
173 Al35/360 and Carr.I-3.
174 Al40/S87.
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I. Commends the efforts made so far by various organs
of the United Nations and the specialized agencies in
mobilizing humanitarian assistance to assist the efforts of
the Government of Ethiopia;

2. Appeals to Member States and to international
organizations and voluntary agencies to render maximum
material, financial and technical assistance to the Govern
ment ofEthiopia in its efforts to provide reliefand rehabil
itation to displaced persons, voluntary returnees and refu
gees in Ethiopia;

3. Requests the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees to intensifY his efforts in mobilizing humani
tarian assistance for the relief, rehabilitation and resettle
ment of voluntary returnees, refugees and displaced per
sons in Ethiopia;

4. Requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation
with the High Commissioner, to apprise the Economic and
Social Council, at its seco~d regular session of 1986, of the
implementation of the present resolution and to report
thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-first session.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

401134. Humanitarian assistance to refugees in
Djibouti

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 35/182 of 15 December 1980,

36/156 of 16 December 1981, 37/176 of 17 December
1982, 38/89 of 16 December 1983 and 39/ I07 of 14
December 1984 on humanitarian assistance to refugees in
Djibouti,

Having heard the statement made on II November
1985 by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu
gees, 130

Having considered with satisfaction the reports of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees on
humanitarian assistance to refugees in Djibouti, I7S

Appreciating the determined and sustained efforts made
by the Government of Djibouti, despite its modest econo
mic resources and limited means, to cope with the pressing
needs of the refugees,

Aware of the social and economic burden placed on the
Government and people of Djibouti as a result of the pres
ence of refugees and of the consequent impact on the
development and infrastructure of the country,

Deeply concerned about the continuing plight of the ref
ugees and displaced persons in the country, which has
been aggravated by the devastating effects of the prolonged
drought,

Noting with appreciation the steps taken by the Govern
ment of Djibouti, in close co-operation with the High
Commissioner, to implement adequate, appropriate and
lasting solutions in respect of the refugees in Djibouti,

Also noting with appreciation the concern and unremit
ting efforts of the Office of the United Nations High Com
missioner for Refugees, the United Nations Development
Programme, the United Nations Children's Fund, the
World Health Organization, the World Food Programme,
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations, the intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations and the voluntary agencies which have
worked closely with the Government of Djibouti in the
reliefand rehabilitation programme for the refugees in that
country,

175 See ODicial Records ofthe General Assembl.v. Fonielh Session. Supple
ment No. f2 (AJ40/12); and AJ401588.

1. Takes note with appreciation of the reports of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees on
humanitarian assistance to refugees in Djibouti and appre
ciates his efforts to keep their situation under constant
review;

2. Welcomes the steps taken by the Government of
Djibouti, in close co-operation with the High Commis
sioner, to implement adequate, appropriate and lasting
solutions in respect of the refugees in Djibouti;

3. Requests the High Commissioner to mobilize the
necessary resources to implement lasting solutions in
respect of the refugees in Djibouti;

4. Urges the High Commissioner to continue to take
the necessary measures to ensure that adequate, appropri
ate and lasting solutions are implemented to assist the ref
ugees in Djibouti, in co-operation with Member Siates,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations
and the voluntary agencies concerned, with a view to
mobilizing the necessary assistance to enable the Govern
ment of Djibouti to cope effectively with the refugee prob
lem, which has been particularly aggravated by the
debilitating effects of the prolonged drought;

5. Appreciates the assistance provided thus far by
Member States, the specialized agencies, intergQvern
mental and non-governmental organizations and volun
tary agencies to the relief and rehabilitation programmes
for the refugees and displaced persons in Djibouti;

6. Calls upon all Member States, the organizations of
the United Nations system, the specialized agencies, inter
governmental and non-governmental organizations and
voluntary agencies to continue to support the efforts con
stantly being made by the Government of Djibouti to cope
with the current needs of the refugees and the other vic
tims of drought in that country;

7. Requests the High Commissioner, in close co-opera
tion with the Secretary-General, to report to the General
Assembly at its forty-first session on the implementation
of the present resolution.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/135. Situation of refugees in the Sudan

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 35/181 of 15 December 1980,
36/158 of 16 December 1981,37/173 of 17 December
1982, 38/90 of 16 December 1983 and 39/108 of 14
December 1984 on the situation of refugees in the Sudan,

Having considered the reports of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees on the situation of refu
gees in the Sudan,176

Appreciating the measures which the Government of the
Sudan is taking in order to provide shelter, food, educa~

tion, and health and other humanitarian services to the
growing number of refugees in the Sudan,

Recognizing the heavy burden placed on the Govern
ment of the Sudan and the sacrifices it is making in caring
for the refugees and the need for substantially increased
international assistance to enable it to continue its efforts
to provide assistance to the refugees,

Expressing its appreciation for the assistance rendered to
the Sudan by Member States and intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations in support of the refugee
programme,

1761bid.. Supplement No. J2 (AJ40/12); and A/40/589.
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Recognizing the need to view refugee-related develop
ment projects within local and national development
plans,

1. Takes note ofthe report ofthe United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees on the implementation ofres
olution 39/108;177

2. Commends the measures that the Government of
the Sudan is taking to provide material and humanitarian
assistance to refugees in spite of the drought and the seri
ous economic situation it faces;

3. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General,
the High Commissioner, donor countries and intergovern
mental and non-governmental organizations for their
efforts to assist the refugees in the Sudan;

4. Expresses grave concern at the shrinking resources
available for refugee programmes in the Sudan and the
serious consequences of this situation on the country's
ability to continue to act as host and provide assistance to
the increasing numbers of refugees;

5. Requests the Secretary-General, in view of the mas
sive and increasing presence of the refugees, shrinking
financial resources, drought and the serious economic situ
ation in the country, to send, in co-operation and co-ordi
nation with the High Commissioner and relevant special
ized agencies, a high-level inter-agency mission to assess
the needs and the magnitude ofassistance required by the
programmes for refugees in the Sudan, as well as the
impact of the refugees on the economy and vital public
services, with a view to preparing a comprehensive pro
gramme of assistance to be submitted to the international
community;

6. Also requests the secretary-General to mobilize the
necessary financial and material assistance for the full
implementation of the projects submitted by the Govern
ment of the Sudan to the Second International Conference
on Assistance to Refugees in Afri~172 held at Geneva
from 9 to 11 July 1984;

7. Appeals to Member States, the appropriate organs,
organizations and bodies of the United Nations, intergov
ernmental and non-governmental organizations and the
international1inancial institutions to provide the Govern
ment of the Sudan with the necessary resources for the
implementation of development assistance projects in
regions affected by the presence of refugees;

8. Requests the High Commissioner to continue co
ordination with the appropriate specialized agencies in
order to consolidate and ensure the continuation ofessen
tial services to the refugees in their settlements;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session, through the Econo
mic and Social Council, on the implementation of the
present resolution.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

4O/136~ Emergency assistance to retumees and dis-
placed persons in Chad I

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 39/106 of 14 December 1984,
Taking note of the report made by the United Nations

Disaster ReliefCo-ordinator OD 26 November 1985 on the
situation of retumees in Chad,178

Deeply concerned by the persistence of the drought,
which is compounding the already precarious food and
health situation in Chad,

Conscious that the large number of volunti:1..T}' retumees
and displaced persons as a result of the war and the
drought in Chad poses a serious problem of integrating
them into society,

Considering that, in addition to being a land-locked
country and one of the least developed countries, Chad is
placed in a particularly difficult situation by reason of the
war and the drought, . .

Bearing in mind the many appeals made by the Govern
ment of Chad, in particular that made on 9 October 1985
to the General Assembly,179 and by humanitarian organi
zations regarding the gravity of the food and health situa
tion in Chad,

Recalling the urgent appeal made by the General
Assembly during its thirty-ninth session for international
emergency assistance to the voluntary retumees and dis
placed persons in Chad affiicted by natural disasters,

L Endorses the appeals made by the Government of
Chad and by humanitarian organizations concerning
emergency assistance to the voluntary retumees and dis
placed persons in Chad;

2. Reiterates its appeal to all States and intergovern
mental and non-governmental organizations to support by
generous contributions the efforts being made by the Gov
ernment of Chad to assist and resettle the voluntary
retumees and displaced persons;

3. Takes note with satisfaction ofthe action undertaken
by the various bodies of the United Nations system and
the specialized agencies with a view to mobilizing emer
gency humanitarian assistance to the voluntaJ-j retumees
and displaced perSons in Chad;

4. Again requests the United Nations High Commis
sioner for Refugees and the United Nations Disaster Relief
Co-ordinator to mobilize emergency humanitarian assist
ance to the voluntary retumees and displaced persons in
Chad;

5. Requests the Secretary-General, in co-operation
with the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator and
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, to
report to the General Assembly at its forty-first session on
the implementation of tlte present resolution.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/137. Question of human rights and fundamental
freedoms in Afghanistan

The General Assembly,
Guided by the principles embodied in the Charter of the

United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights,6 the International Covenants on Human Rights24

and the humanitarian rules set out in the Geneva Convetl
tions of 12 August 1949,'80

Aware of its responsibility to promote and encourage
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all
and resolved to remain vigilant with regard to violations
of human rights wherever they occur,

Emphasizing the obligation of all Governments to
respect and protect human rights and to fulfil the responsi
bilities they have assumed under various international
instruments,
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179 Ibid., Plenary Meetings, 29th meeting, paras. 1-28.
180 United. Nations, Treaty Serie~, vol. 75, Nos. 970-973.

177 A!40/589.
178 See Official Records ofthe General Assembly, Fortieth Session, 'Third

Committee, 54th meeting, paras. 6·10.
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of the regime, as well as at increasing evidence of a policy
of religious intolerance;

7. Notes with great concern that such widespread viola
tions ofhuman rights, that have already caused millions nf
people to flee their homes and country, are still giving rise
to large flows of refugees and displaced persons;

8. Calls upon the parties to the conflict to apply fully
the principles and rules of international humanitarian law
and to admit international humanitarian organizations, in
particular the International Committee of the Red Cross,
and to facilitate their operations for the alleviation of the
suffering of the people in Afghanistan;

9. Urges the authorities in Afghanistan to co-operate
with the Commission on Human Rights and its Special
Rapporteur, in particular by allowing him to visit Afghani
stan;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to give all neces
sary assistance to the Special Rapporteur;

11. Decides to keep under consideration, during its
forty-first session, the question ofhuman rights and funda
mental freedoms in Afghanistan, in order to examine this
question anew in the light ofadditional elements provided
by the Commission on Human Rights and the Economic
and Social Council.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/138. Assistance to student refugees in southern
Africa

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 39/109 of 14 December 1984, in

which it, inter alia, requested the Secretary-General, in co
operation with the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees, to continue to organize and implement an
effective programme ofeducational and other appropriate
assistance for student refugees from Namibia and South
Africa who have been granted asylum in Botswana,
Lesotho, Swaziland and zambia,

Having considered the report of the High Commissioner
on the assistance programme to student refugees from
South Africa and Namibia,183

Noting with appreciation that some of the projects rec
ommended in the report on assistance to student refugees
in southern Africa have been successfully completed,

Noting with concern that the discriminatory and repres
sive policies which continue to be applied in South Africa
and Namibia cause a continued and increasing influx of
student refugees into Botswana, Lesotbo, Swaziland and
Zambia,

Conscious of the burden placW on the limited financial,
material and administrative resources ofthe host countries
by the increasing number of student refugees,

Appreciating the efforts ofthe host countries to deal With
their student refugee populations, with the assistance of
the international community,

l. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees;

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Governments of
Botswana, Lesotho, Swaziland and zambia for granting
asylum and making educational and other facilities avail
able to the stUdent refugees, in spite of the pressure which
the continuing influx of those refugees exerts on facilities
in their countries;

183 A/40/590.181 See FJCN.4/1986/5-ElCN.4/Sub.211985/57, chap. XX,:sect. A.
182 A/40/843, annex.

Recalling Commission on Human Rights resolution
1984/55 of 15 March 1984,29 in which the Commission
expressed its concern and anxiety at the continuing pres
ence of foreign forces in Afghanistan, as well as Economic
and Social Council resolution 1984/37 of24 May 1984, in
which the Council requested the Chairman of the Com
mission on Human Rights to appoint a special rapporteur
to examine the situation of human rights in Afghanistan,

Taking note of Commission on Human Rights ref;olu
tion 1985/38 of 13 March 1985,30 in which the Commis
sion expressed its profound concern at the grave and mas
sive human rights violations in Afghanistan and urged the
authorities in that country to put a stop to those viola
tions, in particulm- the military repression being conducted
against the civilian population of Afghanistan,

Ri!calling Economic and Social Council decision 1985/
147 of 30 May 1985, by which the Council approved the
decision of the Commission on Human Rights to extend
the mandate of the Special Rapporteur and to request him
to report to the General Assembly at its fortieth session
and to the Commission at its forty-second session on the
situation of human rights in Afghanistan, including the
human and material Icsses resulting from the bombard
ments of the civilian population,

Taking note of resolution 1985/35 of 30 August 1985 of
the Sub-Commission on Prevention ofDiscrimination and
Protection of Minorities, 181 in which the Sub-Commission
requested the Commission on Human Rights to ask the
Special Rapporteur to look, in particular, inta the fate of
women and children as a consequence of the conflict in
Afghanistan,

Having carefully examined the interim report ofthe Spe
cial Rapporteur on the question of human rights in
Afghanistan,182 which reveals continuing grave and mas
sive violations of fundamental human rights in that coun
try,

Recognizing that a situation of armed conflict continues
to exist in Afghanistan, leaving large numbers of victims
without protection or assistance,

Deploring the continuing refusal of the Afghan authori
ties to co-operate with the Special Rapporteur,

1. Commends the Special Rapporteur for his report on
the question of human rights in Afghanistan;

2. Expresses its profound concern that, as revealed in
the findings of the Special Rapporteur, disregard for
human rights is more widespread, the conflict continues to
engender human rights violations on a large scale and, as a
result, not only the lives of individuals but the existence of
whole groups of persons and tribes are endangered;

3. Expresses its deep concern that the Afghan authori
ties, with heavy support from foreign troops, are acting
with great severity ;~i<~ainst their opponents and suspected
opponents without any respect for the international
human rights obligations which they have assumed;

4. Also expresses its deep concern at the severe conse
quences for the civilian population ofindiscriminate bom
bardments and military operations aimed primarily at the
villages and the agricultural structure;

5. Shares the conviction of the Special Rapporteur that
the prolongation of the conflict increases the seriousness of
the gross and systematic violations of human rights
already existing in the country;

6. Expresses its profound distress and alarm, in partic
ular, at the widespread violations of the right to life, liberty
and security of person, including the commonplace prac
tice of ~orture and summary executions of the opponents
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3. Also expresses its appreciation to the Governments
of Botswana, Lesotho, Swazilan-Q and zambia for the co
operation which they have ext<' aded to the High Commis
sioner on matters concerning t le welfare of these refugees;

4. Notes with appreciatio, the financial and material
support ,providlld for the s~udent refugees by Member
States, the Office of the United Nations High Commis
sioner for Refugees, other bodies of the United Nations
system and intergovernmental and non-governmental
organizations;

5. Requests the High Commissioner, in co-operation
with the Secretary-General, to continue to organize and
implement an effective programme of educational and
other appropriate assistance for student refugees from
Namibia and South Africa who have been granted asylum
in Botswllma, Lesotho, Swaziland and zambia;

6. Urges all Member States and intergovernmental and
non-governmental organizations to continue contributing
generously to the assistance programme for student refu
gees, through financial support of the regular programmes
of the High Commissioner and of the projects and pro
grammes, including unfunded projects, which were sub
mitted to the Second International Conference on Assist
ance to Refugees in Africa,l72 held at Geneva from 9 to 11
July 1984;

7. Also urges all Member States and all intergovern
mental and non-governmental organizations to assist the
countries of asylum materially and otherwise to enable
them to continue to discharge their humanitarian obliga
tions towards refugees;

8. Appeals to the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, the United Nations Develop
ment Programme and all other competent United Nations
bodies, as well as other international and non-govern
mental organizations, to continue providing humanitarian
and development assistance so as to facilitate and expedite
the settlement of student refugees from South Africa who
have been granted asylum in Botswana, Lesotho, Swazi
land and zambia;

9. Calls upon agencies and programmes of the United
Nations system to continue co-operating with the Secre
tary-General and the High Commissioner in the imple
mentation of humanitarian programmes of assistance for
the student refugees in southern Africa;

10. Requests the High Commissioner, in co-operation
with the Secretary-General, to continue to keep the matter
under review, to apprise the Economic and Social Council,
at its second regular session of 1986, of the current status
of the programmes and to report to the General Assembly
at its forty-first session on the implementation of the pres
ent resolution.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/139. Situation of human rights and fundamental
freedoms in El Salvador

The General Assembly,
Guided by the principles of the Charter of the United

Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights;6 the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights7 and
the humanitarian rules set out in the Geneva Conventions
of 12 August 1949180 and Additional Protocols I and 11
thereto,184 '

Aware that the Governments of all Member States have
an obligation to promote and protect human rights and

184 A132J144, annexes I and lI.

fundamental freedoms and to carry out the responsibilities
they have undertaken under various international human
rights instruments,

Recalling that, in its resolutions 35/192 of 15 December
1980, 36/155 of 16 December 1981, 37/185 of 17 Decem
ber 1982,38/101 of 16 December 1983 and 39/119 of 14
December 1984, it expressed deep concern at the situation
of human rights in El Salvador,

Bearing in mind Commission on Human Rights resolu
tions 32 (XXXVII) of II March 1981,26 in which the
Commission decided to appoint a special representative
on the situation of human rights in El Salvador, 1982/28
ofll March 1982,27 1983/29 of8 March 1983,28 1984152
of 14 March 198429 and 1985/35 of 13 March 1985,30
whereby the Commission extended the mandate of the
Special Representative for another year and requested him
to report, inter alia, to the General Assembly,

Noting that the Special Representative of the Commis
sion on Human Rights points out in his interim report l85
that, in the process of the democratic normalization of the
country, the question of respect for human rights is an
important part of the current policy of the Republic of El
Salvador, but that nevertheless a situation of generalized
warlike violence continues to exist, that the number of
attacks on life and the economic structure remains a cause
for concern, and that the number ofpolitical prisoners and
abductions has increased,

Deeply concerned that in El Salvador, in addition to the
continuing armed conflict, the scarcely initiated dialogue
between the Government and the Frente Farabundo Marti
para la Liberaci6n Nacional-Frente Democmtico Revolu
cionario has been interrupted,

Considering that, while the armed conflict of a non
international character continues, the Government and the
insurgent forces are obliged to apply the minimum stand
ards of protection of human rights and of humanitarian
treatment set out in article 3 common to the Geneva Con
ventions of 12 August 1949, as well as Additional Protocol
11 thereto, to which the Republic of El Salvador is party,

Aware that a political solution to the Salvadorian con
flict may be thwarted if external-forces, rather than assist
ing the resumption of the dialogue, contribute in any way
to the intensification or prolongation of the war,

Recognizing the value of dialogue as the best way to
achieve genuine national reconciliation and the impor
tance of the fact that different sectors of the country favour
an overall negotiated political solution which would put an
end to the suffering of the Salvadorian people and stem the
tide of refugees and internally displaced persons,

I. Commends the Special Representative of the Com
mission on Human Rights for his interim report on the sit
uation of human rights in El Salvador;

2. Recognizes with interest and emphasizes that it is
important that the Special Representative should have
indicated in his interim report that the Government of El
Salvador is continuing its policy ofattempting to improve
the situation of human rights;

3. Expresses. nevertheless, its deep concern at the fact
that serious and numerous violations of human rights con
tinue to take place in El Salvador owing above all to non
fulfilment of the humanitarian rules of war and therefore
requests the Government of El Salvador and the insurgent
forces to adopt measures conducive to the humanization
of the conflict by observing scrupulously the Geneva Con
ventions of 1949 and the kdditional Protocols thereto,
and also recommends that the Special Representative
should, for the duration of the armed conflict, continue to

185 A140/SIS, annex.
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40/140. Situation of human rights and fundamental
freedoms in Guatemala

The General Assembly,

Reiterating that the Governments of all Member States
have an obligation to prt'ttlote and protect human rights
and fundamental freedoms,

Recalling its resolutions 37/184 of 17 December 1982,
38/100 of 16 December 1983 and 39/120 of 14 December
1984,

Recalling also Commission on Human Rights resolution
1984/53 of 14 March 1984,29 and taking note ofCommis
sion resolution 1985/36 of 13 March 1985,30 in which it
expressed its deep concern at the continuing serious and
systematic violations ofhuman rights in Guatemala and at
restrit::tive measures that limit the freedoms of the rural
and indigenous populations,

Mindful of resolution 1985/28 of 30 August 1985 of the
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities,181

Welcoming the general elections held on 3 November
1985 for President, Vice-President and representatives to
the national Congress and ofmunicipaiities, with the parti
cipation of various political parties,

Noting with satisfaction the set of provisions to safe
guard human rights and fundamental freedoms contained
in the new Constitution, which, when fully complied with
by the new Government and all others concerned, could
lead to a significant improvement in the situation of
human rights in Guatemal&,

Alarmed at the continuation of politically motivated
violence, particularly killings and kidnappings, as well as
enforced and involuntary disappearances and the lack of
effective measures by the authorities in investigating such
practices, '

Recognizing that the internal armed conflict of a non
international character which continues to exist in Guattf
mala stems from economic, social and political factors ofa
structural nature,

Expressing its concern at the widespread suffering
caused by disregard for the principles of international
humanitarian law applicable to that conflict,

Welcoming the co-operation ofthe Government ofGua
temala with the Special Rapporteur of the Commission ,On
Human Rights as well as the invitation by the Govem..
ment to several international human rights organizations
to assess the situation of human rights and fundamental
freedoms,

that are incompatible with the provisions contained in the
international instruments binding on the Government of
El Salvador in respect of human rights;

13. Renews its appeal to the Government of El Salva
dor, as well as to other parties concerned, to continue to
co-operate with the Special Representative of the Com
mission on Human Rights;

14. Decides to keep under consideration, during its
forty-first session, the situation of human rights and fun
damental freedoms in El Salvador, in order to examine
this situation anew in the light ofadditional elements pro
vided by the Commission cn Human Rights and the Eco
nomic and Social Council, in the hope that there will be
improvement.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

186 See A/39/636, annex, sect. 11.

observe and to inform the General Assembly and the
Commission on Human Rights of the extent to which the
contending parties are respecting those rules, particularly
as regards humanitarian treatment and respect for the civ
ilian population, prisoners of war, those wounded in
combat, health personnel and military hospitals of either
party;

4. Reaffirms once again the right of the Salvadorian
people freely to determine their political, economic and
social future without interference from outside, through a
genuine democratic process, in which all sectors of the
population participate freely and effectively;

5. Requests all States to refrain from intervening in the
internal situation in El Salvador and, instead of helping in
any way to prolong and intensify the war, to encourage the
continuation of the dialogue until a just and lasting peace
is achieved;

6. Deeply regrets the interruption of the dialogue initi
ated in October 1984 between the Government of El Sal
vador and the Frente Farabundo Marti para la Liberacion
Nacional-Frente Democrfltico Revolucionarlo and there
fore calls upon these parties to renew their talks so that by
means of sincere, generous and open dialogue they may
achieve a negotiated comprehensive political solution
which will put an end to the armed conflict and contribute
to the institutionalization and strengthening of the demo
cratic system based on the full exercise by all Salvadorians
of their civil and political rights and their economic, social
and cultural rights;

7. Calls upon the Government and the opposition
forces, as agreed at the meeting held at La Palma on 15
October 1984,186 to establish as soon as possible appropri
ate mechanisms to study the plans and proposals submit
ted by both parties and to include all sectors of national
life in the search for peace;

8. Views with concern that, as a consequence of the
prolonged armed conflict, the number of refugees and
internally displaced persons, who already constitute a con
siderable part of the Salvadorian population, continues to
increase and requests all States to collaborate in the recep
tion of the refugees and to support the autonomous organi
zations responsible for looking after internally displaced
persons in El Salvador;

9. Again reiterates its appeal to the Government of El
Salvador and to the opposition forces to co-operate fully
with the humanitarian organizations dedicated to alleviat
ing the suffering of the civilian population, wherever these
organizations operate in the country, and to permit the
International Committee of the Red Cross to continue to
evacuate those wounded and maimed by war to where
they can receive the medical attention they need;

10. Deeply deplores the fact that the capacity of the
judicial system in El Salvador to investigate, prosecute and
punish violations of human rights continues to be patently
unsatisfactory and therefore urges the competent authori
ties to continue and strengthen the process ofreform ofthe
Salvadorian judicial system, in order to punish speedily
and effectively those responsible for the serious human
rights violations which have been committed and are still
being committed in that country;

11. Recommends the continuation and broadening of
the reforms necessary in El Salvador, including effective
application ofagrarian reform, for the solution of the eco
nomic and social problems which are the basic cause ofthe
internal conflict in that country;

12. Calls upon the competent authorities in El Salva
dor to introduce changes in the laws and other measures

I
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which could intensifY the internal armed conflict and
increase violations of human rights;

12. Deeply deplores the continuing gross violations of
human rights arising from that conflict, which are largely
due to the failure of the military and security forces to con
duct their activities with the necessary respect for protec
ting the human rights of all Guatemalans;

13. Invites the Government of Guatemala and other
parties concerned to continue co-operating with the Spe
cial Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights;

14. Invites the Commission on Human Rights to study
carefully the report of its Special Rapporteur, as well as
other information pertaining to the human rights situation
in Guatemala, and to consider further steps for securing
effective respect for human rights and fundamental free
doms for all in that country including, if so requested by
the Government ofGuatemala, the provision ofappropri
ate technical assistance under the programme of advisory
services in the field of human rights;

15. Decides to continue its examination of the situa
tion of human rights ai'1d fundamental freedoms in Guate
mala at its forty-first session.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/141. Situation of human rights in the Islamic
Republic of Iran

The General Assembly,
Guided by the principles embodied in the Charter of the

United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights6 and the International Covenants on Human
Rights,24.

Reaffirming that all Member States have an obligation
to promote and protect human rights and fundamental
freedoms and to fulfil the obligations they have under
taken under the various international instruments in this
field,

Recalling Commission on Human Rights resolutions
1982/27 of II March 198227 and 1983/34 of 8 March
1983,28

Bearing in mind Commission on Human Rights resolu
tion 1984/54 of 14 March 1984,29 in which the Commis
sion expressed deep COllcern at the continuing serious vio
lations of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the
Islamic Republic of Iran and requested its Chairman to
appoint a special representative to make a thorough study
of the situation of human rights in that country,

Taking note, in particular, of Commission on Human
Rights resolution 1985/39 of 13 March 1985,30 by which
the Commission decided to extend the mandate ofits Spe
cial Representative for one year and requested him to
present an interim report to the General Assembly at its
fortieth session on the situation of human rights in the
Islamic Republic of Iran, including the situation of minor
ity groups such as the Baha'is, and a final report to the
Commission at its forty-second session,

Mindful of resolution 1985/17 of 29 August 1985 of the
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection ofMinorities,l81 in which the Sub-Commission
expressed its alarm at the continuing reports ofgross viola
tions of human rights and fundamental freedoms in the
Islamic Republic of Iran,

Regretting that the Government of the Islamic Republic
of Iran has still not extended its full co-operation to the
Commission on Human Rights and its Special Represen-

, .
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187 A/40/865, annex,

1. Welcomes the efforts of the Special Rapporteur of
the Commission on Human Rights to fulfil his mandate
and takes note of his interim report on the situation of
human rights in Guatemala,187 submitted in accordance
with Commission resolution 1985/36;

2. Expresses the hope that the recent elections will be
the first step in a process leading to complete and effective
enjoyment of human rights by the people of Guatemala;

3. Notes with satisfaction that a new Government and
Congress are to take office on 14 January 1986, following a
second round in the presidential elections on 8 December
1985, and that a new Constitution, which provides, inter
alia, for the establishment of a national commission on
human rights as well as a commissioner for human rights,
is to take effect on the same date in January 1986;

4. Reiterates its deep concern at the continuing grave
and widespread violations of human rights in Guatemala,
particularly the violence against non-combatants, the
widespread repression, killings, including extrajudicial
executions, the practice of torture, disappearances and
secret d·::tention, as well as at practices such as the dis
placement of rural and indigenous populations, their con
finement in development centres and their forced partici
pation in civilian patrols organized and controlled by the
armed forces;

5. Strongly urges the Government of Guatemala to
take all measures necessary to halt violations of human
rights and fundamental freedoms, particularly enforced
and involuntary disappearances, as well as to take effective
measures, within the framework of the Constitution, to
ensure that all its authorities and agencies, civilian as well
as military, fully respect the human rights and fundamen
tal freedoms of all Guatemalans, such as trade unionists,
catechists and the predominantly indigenous rural and
peasant population;

6. Again requests the Government of Guatemala to
investigate and clarifY the fate of those who have disap
peared and whose whereabouts continue to be unknown,
and to include within the framework of such an investiga
tion the publication of the full details of the report of the
Tripartite Commission;

'7. Further urges the Government of Guatemala to
establish the necessary conditions to ensure the indepen
dence of the judicial system and to enable the judiciary to
uphold the rule of law, including the right of habeas
corpus, and to prosecute and punish speedily and effec
tively those who are responsible for violations of human
rights, including members of the military and security
forces;

8. Calls upon the Government of Guatemala to allow
independent and impartial bodies to function in the coun
try to monitor and investigate alleged human rights viola
tions, as well as to respect and protect human rights
defenders such as the Mutual Support Group;

9. Calls upon the Government of Guatemala to guar
antee to the rural and indigenous population the freedom
to choose their place ofresidence and freedom from forced
participation in civilian patrols;

10. Calls upon all parties to the condict to apply.ful.Jy
the principles and rules of international humanitarian law
and reiterates its appeal to the Government ofGuatemala
to admit the International Committee of the Red Cross to
the country, and subsequently to facilitate its operations
for the alleviation of the suffering of the Guatemalan
people; .

11. Calls upon all Govemment~ to refrain from inter
vening in any way in the internal situation in Guatemala,
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tative, in particular by not allowing the Special Represen
tative to visit the country,

Taking into account the specific and detailed allegations
ofgrave and extensive violations of human rights to which
the Special Representative refers in his interim report on
the situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic of
Iran188 and to which the Government of that country has
not responded,

Endorsing the conclusion of the Special Representative
that continued monitoring of the human rights situation in
the Islamic Republic of Iran is called for,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the iJnterim report of
the Special Representative of the Commission on Human
Rights on the situation of human rights in, the Islamic
Republic ofIran and of the general observations contained
therein;189

2. Expresses its deep concern over the specific and
detailed allegations of violations of human rights in the
Islamic Republic of Iran to which the Special Representa
tive refers in his interim report, and, in particular, those
related to the right to life, such as summary and arbitrary
executions, the right to freedom from torture or cruel,
inhuman or degrading treatment or pWlishment, the right
to liberty and security ofperson and to freedom from arbi
trary arrest or detention, the right to a fair trial, the right to
freedom of thought, conscience and religion and to free
dom of expression, and the right of religious minorities to
profess and practise their own religion;

3. Endorses the conclusion of the Special Representa
tive that, on the basis of the information available to him,
specific and detailed allegations concerning grave viola
tions of human rights cannot be dismissed, and urgently
appeals to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran
to respond satisfactorily to these allegations;

4. Urges the Government of the Islamic Republic of
Iran', as a State party to the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights,? to respect and to ensure to all
individuals within its territory and subject to its jurisdic
tion the rights recognized in that Covenant;

5. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to
study carefully the final report of the Special Representa
tive, as well as other information pertaining to the situa
tion of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, and
to consider further steps for securing effective respect for
human rights and fundamentalfreedoms for all in that
country;

6. Urges the Government of the Islamic Republic of
Iran to extend its full co-operation to the Special Repre
sentative of the Commission on Hum&n Rights, and, in
particular, to permit him to visit that country;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to give all necessary
assistance to the Special Representative;

8. Decides to continue its examination of the situation
of human rights in the Islamic Republic of Iran, including
the situation of minority groups such as the Baha'is,
during its forty-first session in order to examine this situa
tion anew in the light of additional elements provided by
the Commission on Human Rights and the Economic and
Social Council.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

188 A/40/874.
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40/142. Status of the Convention on the Prevention
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 260 A (Ill) of9 December 1948,
by which it approved and proposed for signature and rati
fication or accession the Convention on the Prevention
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide,

Mindful of the fact that the year 1986 marks the thirty
fifth anniversary of the entry into force of the Convention,

Reaffirming its conviction that genocide is a crime under
international law, contrary to the spirit and aims of the
United Nations,

Expressing its conviction that implementation of the
provisions of the Convention by all States is necessary fCir
the prevention and punishment of the crime of genOCide,

Bearing in mind that the fortieth anniversary of the vic
tory over nazism and fascism in the Second World War is
being commemorated in 1985,

I. Once again strongly condemns the crime of geno
cide;

2. Reaffirms the necessity ofinternational co-operation
in order to liberate mankind from such an odious scourge;

3. Takes note with appreciation of the fact that many
States have ratified the Convention on the Prevention and
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide or have acceded
thereto;

4. Urges those States that have not yet become parties
to the Convention to ratify it or accede thereto without
further delay;

5. Invites the Secretary-General to submit to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session a report on the sta
tus of the Convention;

6. Requests the Commission on Human Rights to con
sider at its forty-second session the question of promoting
the full implementation of the Convention and to submit
its observations and proposals thereon, through the Eco
nomic and Social Council, to the General Assembly at its
forty-first session.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/143. Summary «pr arbitrary executions

The General Assembly,

Recalling the provisions of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights,6 which states that every human being has
the right to life, liberty and security of person,

Having regard to the provisions of the International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights,7 which states that
every human being has the inherent right to life, that this
right shall be protected by law and that no one shall be
arbitrarily deprived of his life,

Recalling also its resolution 34/175 of 17 December
1979, in which it reaffirmed that mass and flagrant viola
tions 'Qf human rights are of special concern to the United
Nations and urged the Commission on Human Rights to
take timely and effective action in existing and future cases
of mass and flagrant violations of human rights,

Recalling further its resolution 36122 of 9 November
1981, in which it condemned the practice of summary or
arbitrary executions, arid its resolutions 37/182 of 17
December 1982,38/96 of 16 December 1983 and 39/110
of 14 December 1984,

189 Ibid•• sect. 11.
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Deeply alarmed at the continued occurrence on a large
scale of summary or arbitrary executions, including extra
legal executions,

Recalling resolution 1982/13 of 7 September 1982 of
the Sub-Commission on Prevention ofDiscrimination and
Protection of Minorities,190 in which the Sub-Commission
recommended that effective measures should be adopted
to prevent the occurrence of summary or arbitrary execu
tions,

Welcoming Economic and Social Council resolution
1984/50 of 25 May 1984, and the safeguards guaranteeing
protection of the rights of those facing the death penalty
annexed thereto, which resolution was endorsed by the
Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders in its resolution
15,138 as well as the ongoing work on summary or arbitrary
executions within the Committee on Crime Prevention
and Control,

Convinced of the need for appropriate action to combat
and eventually eliminate the practice of summary or arbi
trary executions, which represents a flagrant violation of
the most fundamental human right, the right to life,

I. Strongly condemns the large number of summary or
arbitrary executions, including extra-legal executions,
which continue to take place in various parts of the world;

2. Demands that the practice of summary or arbitrary
executions be brought to an end;

3. Welcomes Economic and Social Council resolution
1982/35 of 7 May 1982, in which the Council decided to
appoint for one year a special rapporteur to examine the
questions rela~ed to summary or arbitrary executions;

4. Also welcomes Economic and Social Council resolu
tion 1985/40 of 30 May 1985, in which the Council
decided to continue the mandate of the Special Rappor
teur, Mr. S. A. Wako, for a further year and requested the
Commission on Human Rights to consider the question of
summary or arbitrary executions as a matter of high prior
ity at its forty-second session;

5. Urges all Governments and all others concerned to
co-operate with and assist the Special Rapporteur of the
Commission on Human Rights in the implementation of
his mandate;

6. Requests the Special Rapporteur, in carrying out his
mandate, to respond effectively to information that comes
before him, in particular when a summary or arbitrary
execution is imminent or threatened, or when such an eXt;
cution has recently occurred;

7. Also requests the Special Rapporteur to consider, in
his next report, possible measures to be taken by the
appropriate authorities when a death occurs in custody,
including adequate autopsy;

8. Considers that the Special Rapporteur, in carrying
out his mandate, should continue to seek and receive
in{2..mation from Governments, United Nations bodies,
specialized agencies, regional intergovernmental organiza
tions and non-governmental organizations in consultative
status with the Economic and Social Council;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to provide all neces- I

sary assistance to the Special Rapporteur so that he may
effectively carry out his mandate;

10. Again requests the Secretary-General to continue
to use his best endeavours in cases where the minimum
standard of legal safeguards provided for in articles 6, 14
and 15 of the Intemational Covenant on Civil and Politi
cal Rights? appear not to be respected;

1905ee ElCNA/i983/4-ElCN.4/Sub.2/1982143 and Corr.1, chap. XXI,
sect. A.

11. Requests the Commission on Human Rights at its
forty-second session, on the basis of the report of the Spe
cial Rapporteur to be prepared in conformity with Econo
mic and Social Council resolutions 1982/35, 1983/36,
1984/35 and. 1985140, to make recommendations con
cerning appropriate action to combat and eventually elim
inate the abhorrent practice of summary or arbitrary exe
cutions.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/144. Declaniltion on the huinan rights of individe

uaIs who are not nationals of the country in
which they live

The General Assembly,
Having considered the question of the human rights of

individuals who are not nationals of the country in which
they live,

Decides to adopt the Declaration on the Human Rights
of Individuals Who are not Nationals of the Country in
which They Live, which is annexed to the present resolu
tion.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

ANNEX

DedaratiOD OD the HtIIIWI RlPts of IDdlriduls Who are oot Natiouls
of the COllDlly ID "'bleb They U,e

The General Assembly,
Considering that the Charter afthe United Nations encourages universal

respect for and observance of the human rights and fundamental freedoms
of all human beings, without distinction as to race, sex, language or reli
gion,

Co~ideringthat the Universal Declaration of Human Rights6 proclaims
that all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights and that
everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in that Declara
tion, without distinction of any kind, such as race, colour, sex, language,
religion, political or other opinion, national Qr social origin, propeny, birth
or other status,

Considering that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights proclaims
further that everyone has the right to recognition everywhere as a person
before the law, that all are equal before the law and entitled without any
discrimination to ~ual protection of the law, and that all are entitled to
equal protection against any discriltlination in violation ofthat Declaration
and against any incitement to such discrimination,

Being aware that the States panies to the International Covenants on
Human Rigitts24 undertake to guarantee that the rights enunciated in these
Covenants will /:=; exercised without discrimination ofany kind as to race,
colour, sex, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social
origin, propeny, binh or other status,

Conscious that, with improving communications and the development
ofpeaceful and friendly relations among countries, individuals increasingly
live in countries of which they are not nationals,

Reaffirming the purposes and principles of the Chaner of the United
Nations,

Recognizing that the protection of human rights and fundamental free
dom. provided for in international instruments should also be ensured for
individuals who are not nationals of the country in which they live,

Proclaims this Declaration:

Article 1

For the purposes of this Declaration, the term "alien" shall apply, with
due regard to qualifications made in subsequent anicles, to any individual
who is not a national of the Sta~e in which he or she is present.

Article 2.

I. Nothing in this Declaration shall be interpreted as legitimizing the
illegal entry into and presence in a State of any alien, nor shall any provi-
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sion be: interpreted as restricting the right of any State to promulgate laws
and rcauIations concerning the entry ofaliens and the terms and conditions
of their stay or to establish differences between nationals and aliens. How
ever, such mws and regulations shaH not be incompatible with the interna
tionallepl obligations of that State, including those in the field of human
rights.

2. This Declaration shall not prejudice the enjoyment of the rights
accorded by domestic law and of the rights which under international law a
State is obliged to accord to aliens, even where this Declaration does not
recosnize such rights or recognizes them to a lesser extent.

Article 3

Every State shaH make public its national legislation or regulations
affecting aliens.

Article 4

Aliens shall observe the laws of the State in which they reside or are pres
ent and regard with respect the customs and traditions ofthe people ofthat
State.

Article 5

I. Aliens shall enjoy, in accordance with domestic law and subject to
the relevant international obligations ofthe State in which they are present,
in particular the following rights:

(a) The right to life and security of person; no alien shall be subjected
to arbitrary arrest or detention; no alien shall be deprived of his or her lib
erty except on such grounds and in accordance with such procedures as are
established by law;

(b) The right to protection against arbitrary or unlawful interference
~jth privacy, family, home or correspondence;

(c) The right to be: equal before the courts, tribunals Imd all other
orpns and authorities administering justice and, when necessary. to free
assistance of an interpreter in criminal proceedings and, when prescribed
by law, other proceedings;

(d) The right to choose a spouse, to marry, to found a family;

(e) The right to freedom of thought, opinion, conscience and religion;
the right to manifest their religion or beliefs, subject only to such limita
tions as are prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety,
order, health or morals or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others;

(f) The right to letain their own language, culture and tradition;

(g) The right to transfer abroad earnings, savings or other personal
monetary assets, subject to domestic currency regulations.

2. Subject to such restrictions as are prescribed by law and which are
necessary in a democratic society to protect national security, public safety,
public order, public health or morals or the rights and freedoms of others,
and which are consistent with the other rights recognized in the relevant
international instruments and those set forth in this Declaration, aliens
shall enjoy the following rights:

(a) The right to leave the country;

(b) The right to freedom of expression;

(c) The right to peaceful assembly;

(d) The right to own property alone' as well as in association with
others, subject to domestic law.

3. Subject to the provisions referred .to in paragraph 2, aliens lawfully
in the territory of a State shall enjoy the right to liberty of movement and
freedom to choose their residence within the borders of the State.

4. Subject to national legislation and due authorization, the spouse and
minor or dependent children ofan alien lawfully residing in the territory of
a State shall be admitted to accompany, join and stay with the alien.

Article 6

No alien shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman.or degrading
treatment or punishment and, in particular, no alien shall be subjected
without his or her free consent to medical or scientific experimentation.

Article 7

An alien lawfully in the territory of a State may be expelled therefrom
only in pursuance of a decision reached in accordance with law and shall,
except where compelling reasons of national security otherwise require, be
allowed to submit the reasons why he or she should not be expeHed and to
have the case reviewed by, and be represented for the purpose before, the
competent authority or a person or persons specially designated by the
competent authority. Individual or collective expulsion of such aliens on
grounds of race, colour, religion, culture, descent or national or ethnic ori
gin is prohibited.

Article 8

I. Aliens lawfully residing in the territory ofa State shall also enjoy, in
accordance with the national laws, the foHowing rights, subject to their
obligations under article 4:

(a) The right to safe and healthy working conditions, to fair wages and
equal remuneration for work of equal value without distinction of any
kind, in particular, women being guaranteed conditions of work not infer
ior to those enjoyed by men, with equal pay for equal work;

(b) The right to join trade unions and other organizations or associa
tions of their choice and to participate in their activities. No restrictions
may be placed on the exercise of this right other than those prescribed by
law and which are necessary, in a democratic society, in the interests of
national security or public order or for the protection ofthe rights and free
doms of others;

(c) The right to health protection, medical care, social security, social
services, education, rest and leisure, provided that they fulfil the require
ments under the relevant regulations for participation and that undue
strain is not placed on the resources of the State.

2. With a view to protecting the rights ofaliens carrying on lawful paid
activities in the country in which they are present, such rights may be spec
ified by the Governments concerned in multilat,~ral or bilateral conven
tions.

Article 9

No alien shall be arbitrarily deprived of his or her lawfuHy acquired
assets.

Article 10

Any alien shall be free at any time to communicate with the consulate or
diplomatic mission of the State of which he or she is a national or, in the
absence thereof, with the consulate or diplomatic mission of any other
State entrusted with the protection of the interests of the State ofwhich he
or she is a national in the State where he or she resides.

40/145. Situation of human rights and fundamental
freedoms in Chile

The General Assembly,
Aware of its responsibility to promote and encourage

respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for
all, and determined to remain vigilant with regard to vio
lations of human rights wherever they occur,

Noting the obligation of the Chilean authorities to
respect and protect human rights in accordance with the
international instruments to which Chile is a party,

Bearing in mind that the concern of the international
community at the situation of human rights in Chile was
expressed by the General Assembly in its resolutions 3219
(XXIX) of6 November 1974, 3448 (XXX) of9 December
1975,31/124 of 16 December 1976, 32/118 of 16~m
ber 1977, 33/175 of 20 December 1978, 34/179 of 17
December 1979, 35/188 of 15 December 1980,36/157 of
16 December 1981,37/183 of 17 December 1982, 38/102
of 16 December 1983 and 39/121 of 14 December 1984,
as well as in its resolution 33/173 of20 December 1978 on
disappeared persons,

Recalling the relevant resolutions of the Commission on
Human Rights, in particular resolution 1985/47 of 14
March 1985,30 in which the Commission decided, inter
alia, to extend the mandate of the Special Rapporteur fora
year and to consider the question as a matter ofhigh rrior
ity in view of the increase in serious violations of human
rights in Chile, .

Considering that the Special Rapporteur proposes to
submit to the Commission on Human Rights at its forty
second session a final report on the situation of human
rights in Chile,

Considering also the public and notorious nature of
many of the deeds which constitute serious and systematic
violations of human rights and fundamental freedoms in
Chile,

Deploring once again th.e fact that the repeated 2!",!peals
of the General Assembly, the Commission on Human
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Rights and other international organs to re-establish
human rights and fundamental freedoms have been
ignored by the Chilean authorities,

Consideringfurther, inter alia, the recent reports, resolu
tions and conclusions of the Human Rights Committee,
the Sub-Commission on Prevention ofDiscrimination and
Protection of Minorities and the International Labour
Organisation, as well as the Chilean Human Rights Com
mittee and the Vicaria de la Solidarldad of the Catholic
Church in Chile,

Recognizing the importance of the fact that the Chilean
authorities have announced their intention to permit the
entry into Chile of the Special Rapporteur, in the exercise
of his mandate, to investigate the situation of human
rights in that country, .

1. Takes note of the preliminary report of the Special
Rapporteur on the situation ofhuman rights in Chile, sub
mitted in accordance with Commission on Human Rights
resolution 1985/47;191

2. Once again expresses its dismay at the suppression
in Chile of the traditional democratic legal order and its
institutions and their replacement by a constitution which
does not reflect the freely expressed will of the people and
whose provisions considerably restrict the enjoyment and
exercise of human rights and fundamental freedoms
through the institutionalization and consolidation ofstates
of emergency and the extension of the jurisdiction of the
military tribunals, all of which amounts to an integrated
system negating civil and political rights and freedoms;

3. Expresses its indignation at the persistence of seri
ousand systematic violations of human rights in Chile, in
particular the 'suppression of social protests which has
caused a considerable number of deaths and injuries and
mass and individual arrests, at the intimidation of
national human rights organizations, at the frequent
reports of torture and ill-treatment, and at the treacherous
crimes in which the police forces are judicially implicated;

4. Reiterates its alarm at the fact that, in general, the
arbitrary or improper actions of the State police and secu
rity agencies continue to go unpunished;

5. Reiterates its concern at the ineffectiveness of the
remedies ofhabeas corpus or ofamparo and ofprotection,
owing to the fact that the judiciary, notwithstanding some
positive actions in this field, does not always exercise its
powers of investigation, monitoring and supervision in
this respect, and performs its functions under severe
restrictions which undermine its independence;

6. .Once again calls urgently upon the Chilean authori
ties to restore and respect human rights in accordance with
the obligations they have assumed under various interna
tional instruments, so as to re-establish the principle of
legality, democratic institutions and the effective enjoy
ment and exe.""cise of human rights and fundamental free
doms, and, in particular:

(a) To put an end not only to the state of seige, as was
done in June 1985, but also to the regime ofexception and
especially the practice ofdeclaring "constitutional states of
emergency" under which serious and continuing violations
of human rights are committed;

(b) To investigate and clarify without delay the fate of
persons who were arrested for political reasons and later
disappeared, to assist and inform their families of the
results of such investigation and to bring to trial and pun
ish those responsible for their disappearance;

(c) To respect the right to life and the right to physical
and moral integrity by putting an end to the practice of
torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment

191A/40/647.annex.

or punishment and to put an immediate 0nd to intimida
tion Md persecution as well as to kidnappings, arbitrary or
abusive detention and imprisonment in secret places;

(d) To respect the right ofnationals to live in and freely
enter and leave their country, without arbitrary restric
tinns or conditions, and to cease the practice of relegaci6n
(assignment to forced residence) and forced exile;

(e) To restore the full enjoyment and exercise oflabour
rights, including the right to organize trade unions, the
right to collective bargaining and the right to strike, to put
an end to the suppression of the activities of trade union
leaders and their organizations and to comply with the
provisions of the international agreements of the Interna
tional Labour Organisation to which Chile has subscribed;

(f) To respect and, where necessary, restore economic,
social and cultural rights, in particular the rights intended
to preserve the cultural identity and improve the economic
and social status of the indigenous populations, including
the right to their land;

7. Concludes, on the basis of the preliminary report of
the Special Rapporteur and of other data at its disposal,
that it is necessary to continue to monitor the human
rights situation in Chile;

8. Expresses its conviction that an unrestricted, in situ
investigation of the human rights situation in Chile
requires that the Special Rapporteur, in fulfilment of his
mandate, should have access to all the information and
data which could be provided by those persons and bodies
that are interested in the situation of human rights in
Chile;

9. Requests the Chilean authorities to co-operate more
fully with the Special Rapporteur and to submit their com
ments on his report to the Commission on Human Rights
at its forty-second sess:on;

10.· Invites the Commission on Human Rights, at its
forty-second session, to proceed to an in-depth considera
tion of the report of the Special Rapporteur and, taking
account of all the relevant information at its disposal, to
adopt the most appropriate measures for the effective res
toration of human rights and fundamental freedoms in
Chile, including the extension of the mandate of the Spe
cial Rapporteur, and requests the Commission to report to
the General Assembly at its forty-first session, through the
Economic and Social Council.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/146. Human righm in the administration of jus
tice

The General Assembly,
Convinced of the need for further co-ordinated and con

certed action in promoting respect for human rights in the
administration ofjustice,

Guided by the principles embodied in articles 3, 5, 9, 10
and I1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,6 as
well as the relevant provisions of the International Cove

I nant on Civil and Politic81 Rights,' in particular article 6,
. which explicitly states that no one shall be arbitrarily
deprived of his life,

Bearing in mind its resolutions 2858 (XXVI) of 20
December 1971 and 3144 (XXVTII) ofl4 December 1973
on human rights in the administration of justice,

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolutions
1984/47 and 1984/50 of25 May 1984, in which, inter alia,
the Council approved the procedures for the effectiye
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VI. Resolutions adopted OD the reports of the Third Committee 2SS

implementation of the Standard Minimum Rules for the
Treatment of Prisoners192 and the safeguards guaranteeing
protection of the rights of those facing the death penalty,

Bearing in mind also the provisions of the Convention
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment,72

Considering the work in progress with regard to the draft
Body of Principles for the Protection of All Persons under
Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment,

Reca/lingits resolution 39/118 of 14 De<;ember 1984, in
which, inter alia, it requested the Seventh United Nations
Congress on the Prevention ofCrime and the Treatment of
Offenders to give urgent attention to the matter ofdevising
ways and means to ensure more effective application of
existing standards and to report thereon to the General
Assembly at its fortieth session,

Acknowledging the important work accomplished by the
Seventh Congress, in particular in relation to the formula
tion and application of United Nations standards and
norms in the administration of justice under item 7 of its
agenda,193

I. Deplores the continued use of cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment, prohibited under
international law, and strongly condemns the practice of
summary or arbitrary executions;

2. Welcomes the Basic Principles on the Independence
of the Judiciary, adopted unanimously by the Seventh
United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and
the Treatment of Offenders,194 and invites Governments
to respect them and to take them into account within the
framework of their national legislation and practice;

3. Encourages the Sub-Commission on Prevention of
Discrimination and Protection of Minorities of the Com
mission on Human Rights, in giving further consideration
to the question of the independence and impartiality of the
judiciary, jurors and assessors and the independence of
lawyers, which is currently on its agenda, to take into
account the Basic Principles adopted by the Seventh
Congress in making final recommendations at its thirty
ninth session;

4. Takes note with appreciation of the Model Agree
ment on the Transfer of Foreign Prisoners and recommen
dations on the treatment of foreign prisoners,195 also
adopted unanimously by the Seventh Congress, and
invites Member States to take the Model Agreement into
account in establishing treaty relations with other Member
States or in revising existing treaty relations;

5. Also takes note with appreciation of the recommen
dations made by the Seventh .Congress with a view to
ensuring more effective application of existing standards,
in particular the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treat
ment of Prisoners, the Code of Conduct for Law Enforce
ment Officialsl96 and safeguards guaran;.;)eing the rights of
those facing the death penalty;

6. Calls upon Member States to spare no effort in pro
viding for adequate mechanisms, procedures and
resources so as to ensure the implementation of these rec
ommendations, both in law and in practice;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to assist Member
States, at their request, in implementing these recommen
dations and to report thereon to the Committee on Crime
Prevention and Control;

192 First United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the
Treatment 0/ Offenders. Geneva. 22 August-3 September /955: report pre
pared by the Secretariat (United Nations publication, Sales No. I956.IV.4),
annex tA.

193 See Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention of Crime and
the Treatment o/Offenders. Milan. 26 August-6 September /985: report pre-

8. Requests the Economic and Social Council, through
the Committee on Crime Prevention and Control, to give
special attention to effective ways and means of imple
menting existing standards, to pay due attention to new
developments in this area and to keep these matters under
constant review;

9. Invites the specialized agencies and other organiza
tions of the United Nations system, as well as intergovern
mental and non-governmental organizations concerned, to
continue to co-operate with the Secretary-General in these
endeavours by providing assistance, as may be appropri
ate, and by submitting proposals for relevant action to the
Committee on Crime Prevention and Control;

10. Decides to consider at its forty-first session the
question of human rights in the administration ofjustice.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/147. Question of enforced or involuntary disa~

pearances

The General Assembly,

Reca/iing its resolution 33/173 of 20 December 1978
concerning disappeared persons, and its resolution 39/111
of 14 December 1984 on the question ofenforced or invol
untary disappearances,

Deeply concerned about the persistence, in certain cases,
of the practice of enforced or involuntary disappearances,

Expressing its profound emotion at the anguish and sor
row ofthe families concerned, who should know the fate of
their relatives,

Convinced ofthe importance ofimplementing the provi
sions of its resolution 33/173 and of the other United
Nations resolutions on the question of enforced or invol
untary disappearances, with a view to finding solutions for
cases of disappearances, and helping to eliminate such
practices,

Bearing in mind Commission on Human Rights resolu
tion 1985/20 of 1I March 1985,30 in which the Commis
sion decided to extend for one year the term of the man
date of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary
Disappearances, and Economic and Social Council deci
sion 1985/142 of 30 May 1985, in which the Council
approved the Commission's decision,

1..Expresses its appreciation to the Working Group on
Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances for its humanita
rian work and to those Governments that have co-opera
ted with it;

2. Welcomes the decision of the Commission on
Human Rights to extend for one year the term ofthe man
date of the Working Group, as well as to study at its forty
second session the possibility ofextending to two years the
term of the mandate of the Working Group;

3. Also welcomes the provisions made by the Commis
sion on Human Rights in its resolution 1985/20 to enable
the Working Group to fulfil its mandate with even greater
efficiency;

4. Appeals to all Governments to provide the Working
Group and the Commission on Human Rights with the
full co-operation warranted by their strictly humanitarian
objectives and their working methods based on discretion;

pared by the Secretariat (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.86.1V.I),
chaf-' IV, sect. B.

1 4 Ibid., chap. I, sect. 0.2.
195 Ibid., sect. 0.1.
196 Resolution 34/169, annex.
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S. Encourages the Governments concerned to consider
with special attention the wish of the Working Group,
when such a wish is expressed, to visit their countries, thus
enabling the Group to fulfil its mandate even more effec
tively;

6. Calls upon the Commission on Human Rights to
continue to study this question as a matter of priority and
to take any step it may deem necessary to the pursuit of
the task of the Working Group when it considers the
report to be submitted by the Group to the Commission at
its forty-second session;

7. Renews its request to the Secretary-General to con
tinue to provide the Working Group with all necessary
assistance.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/148. Measures to be taken apinst Nazi, Fascist
and neo-Fascist activities and all other
forms of totalitarian ideologies and practices
based on racial intolerance, batred and
terror

The General Assembly,
Recalling that the United Nations emerged from the

struggle against nazism, fascism, aggression and foreign
occupation, and that the peoples expressed their resolve in
the Charter of the United Nations to save future genera
tions from the scourge of war,

Reaffirming the purposes and principles laid down in the
Charter, which are aimed at mf"Jntaining international
peace and security, developing friendly relations among
nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights
and the self-determination of peoples and achieving inter
national co-operation in promoting and encouraging
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for
all,

Recalling that 8 and 9 May 1985 marked the days of the
fortieth anniversary of victory over nazism and fascism in
the Second World War and of that struggle against them,

Bearing in mind the suffering, destruction and death of
millions of victims of aggression, foreign occupation,
nazism and fascism,

Recalling also the close relationship between all totali
tarian ideologies and practices based on racial or ethnic
exclusiveness or intolerance, hatred and terror and the sys
tematic d~nial ofhuman rights and fundamental freedoms,

Firmly convinced that the best bulwark against nazism
and racial discrimination is the establishment and mainte
nance ofdemocratic institutions, that the existence ofgen
uine political, social and economic democracy is an effec
tive vaccine and an equally effective antidote against the
formation or development of Nazi movements and that a
political system which is based on freedom and effective
participation by the people in the conduct of public affairs
and under which economic and social conditions are such
as to ensure a decent standard of living for the population
makes it impossible for fascism, nazism or other ideolo
gies based on racism and racial discrimination, hatred and I

terror to succeed,
Emphasizing that all totalitarian or other ideologies and

practices, including Nazi, Fascist and neo-Fascist ones,
based on racial or ethnic exclusiveness or intolerance,
hatred, terror or systematic denial of human rights and
fundamental freedoms, or which have such consequences,
may jeopardize world peace and constitute obstacles to

197 Resolution 1904 (X"Ill).
198 Resolution 1514 (XV).

~,... .,~"".

friendly relations between States and to the realization of
human rights, fundamental freedoms and social progress
in the world,

Acknowledging with satiifaction the fact that many
States have established systems based on the inherent dig
nity and the equal end inalienable rights of all human
beings, which are the basis ofa democratic society and the
best bulwark against totalitarian ideologies and practices,
and have set up legal regulations which are suited to pre
vent the activities of Nazi, Fascist and neo-Fascist groups
and organizations,

Noting that, nevertheless, in the contemporary world
there continue to exist various forms oftotalitarian ideolo
gies and practices which entail contempt for the individual
or denial of the intrinsic dignity and equality ofall human
beings, ofequality ofopportunity in civil, political, econo
mic, social and cultural spheres, and of social justice,

Deeply alarmed at the existence ofgroups and organiza
tions which propagate totalitarian ideologies and practices,
including Nazi, Fascist and noo-Fascist ones, which vio
late human rights and fundamental freedoms, in particular
the rights to self-determination, to life, liberty and security
of person and to freedom from discrimination, and which
thereby constitute a threat to the purposes and principles
laid down in the Charter of the United Nations,

Conscious of the need to counter the spread of totalitar
ian ideologies and practices based on the systematic denial
of human rights and fundamental freedoms, racial intoler
ance, hatred and terror,

Stressing that totalitarian regimes based on racial or eth
nic exclusiveness or intolerance, hatred or terror or the
systematic denial of human rights and fundamental free
doms seek to ensure their domination and their economic
and social privileges at the expense of other peoples or
racial or ethnic groups, which they oppress and exploit,

Reaffirming that the prosecution and punishment ofwar
crimes and crimes against peace and humanity, as laid
down in General Assembly resolutions 3 (I) of 13 February
1946 and 95 (I) of 11 December 1946, constitute a univer
sal commitment for all States,

Mindful of the principles of international co-operation
in the detection, arrest, extradition and punishment ofper
sons guilty ofwar crimes and crimes against humanity, set
forth in General Assembly resolution 3074 (XXVIII) of 3
December 1973,

Recalling its resolutions 2331 (XXII) of 18 December
1967,2438 (XXIII) of 19 December 1968,2545 (XXIV)
of 11 December 1969, 2713 (XXV) of 15 December 1970,
2839 (XXVI) of 18 December 1971, 34/24 of 15
November 1979, 35/200 of 15 December 1980,36/162 of
16 December 1981, 37/179 of 17 December 1982, 38/99
of 16 December 1983 and 39/114 of 14 December 1984,

Recallingfurther the Declaration on Social Progress and
Development,20 the United Nations Declaration on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination,I97 the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples '98 and the Declaration on the Elim
ination of All Forms of Intolerance and of Discrimination
Based on Religion or Belief,199

Underlining the importance of the Universal Declara
tion of Human Rights,6 the International Covenants on
Human Rights,24 the International Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination,11 the
Convention on the Prevention. and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide,200 the Convention on the Non-Appli
cability of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes and

199 Resolution 36/55.
200 Resolution 260 A (Ill), annex.
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Crimes against HumanitY,101 the International Convention
on the Suppression and Punishment ofthe Crime ofApart
heid'2 and other relevant international instruments,

Reaffirming that the ideologies and practices described
above are incompatible with the purposes and principles
of the Charter of the United Nations and the above-men
tioned international instruments,

Min4[u1 that the fortieth anniversary of the end of the
Second World War served to mobilize efforts of the world
community in its struggle against those ideologies and
practices,

Viewing with aeep concern that the proponents ofFascist
ideologies have, in a number ofcountries, intensified their
activities and are increasingly co-ordinating them on an
intern.ational scale,

Expressing its concern that Fascist and Nazi and other
totalitarian ideologies and practices are inherited, inter
alia, by repressive racist regimes practising gross and fla
grant violations of human rights and the systematic denial
of human rights and fundamental freedoms,

1. Again condemns all totalitarian or other ideologies
and practices, including Nazi, Fascist and neo-Fascist ide
ologies, based on racial or ethnic exclusiveness or intoler
ance, hatred and terror, which deprive people of basic
human rights and fundamental freedoms and ofequality of
opportunity, and expresses its determination to combat
those ideologies and practices;

2. Urges all States to draw attention to the threat to
democratic institutions by the above-mentioned ideologies
and practices and to consider taking measures, in accord
ance with their national constitutional systems and with
the provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights and the International Covenants on Human Rights,
to prohibit or otherwise deter activities by groups or
organizations or whoever is practising those ideologies;

3. Invites Member States to adopt, in accordance with
their national constitutional systems and with the provi
sions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
the International Covenants on Human Rights, as a matter
of high priority, measures declaring punishable by law any
dissemination of ideas based on racial superiority or
hatred and of war propaganda, including Nazi, Fascist and
neo-Fascist ideologies;

4. Calls upon all States, in accordance with the basic
principles of international law, to refrain from practices
aimed at the violation of basic human rights and which
constitute a threat to peace and international security;

5. Welcomes the fact that on 8 May 1985 the Econo
mic and Social Council held a solemn commemorative
ceremony, in the light of General Assembly resolution 39/
114, the purpose of which was to underline the continuing
relevance of the Charter of the United Nations, the impor
tance of international co-operation towards peace, security
and development and the promotion of human rights and
fundamental freedoms and in particular the fundamental
right to life, liberty and security of person;

6. Gives expression to the respect felt by today'~ geneiG
tion for the victims of and the struggle of peoples against
nazism and fascism in the Second World War and for the
establishing of the United Nations in order to save man
kind from the scourge of war and to reaffirm faith in fun
damental human rights and in the dignity and worth of the
human person;

7. Appeals to all States that have not yet done so to
become parties to the International Covenants on Human
Rights, the Convention on the Prevention and Punish-

201 Resolution 2391 (XXIII). annex.
202 ElCN.4/IS03•.

ment of the Crime ofGenocide, the International Conven
tion on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimi
nation, the Convention on the Non-Applicability of
Statutory Limitations to War Crimes and Crimes against
Humanity and the International Convention on the Sup
pression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid;

8. Reiterates its request to the appropriate specialized
agencies, as well as other intergovernmental organizations
and international non-governmental organizations, to ini
tiate or intensify measures against the ideologies and prac
tices described in paragraph 1 above;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to ensure that the
Department of Public Information of the Secretariat pays
due attention to the dissemination of information expos
ing the ideologies and practices described in paragraph 1
above;

10. Invites all States and international organizations to
submit to the Secretary-General their comments and
information on the implementation of the present resolu
tion;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to submit a report,
through the Economic and Social Council, to the General
Assembly at its forty-first session in the light of the discus
sion that will take place in the Commission on Human
Rights and on the basis of comments provided by States
and international organizations.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

40/149. Human rights and mass exoduses
The General Assembly,
Min4fu/ of its general humanitarian mandate under the

Charter of the United Nations to promote and encourage
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Deeply disturbed by the continuing scale and magnitude
ofexoduses ofrefugees and displacements ofpopulation in
many regions of the world and by the suffering of millions
of refugees and displaced persons,

Conscious of the fact that human rights violations are
among the multiple and complex factors causing ma~s exo
duses of refugees, as indicated in the study of the Special
Rapporteur of the Commission on Human Rights on this
subject,202

Considering the efforts which have been made to address
this sllbject within the United Nations, in particular by the
Commission on Human Rights,

Aware of the recommendations concerning mass exo
duses made by the Commission on Human Rights to its
Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and
Protection of Minorities and to the special rapporteurs for
their study of the violations ofh\lman rights in any part of
the world,

Deeply preoccupied by the increasingly heavy burden
being imposed upon the international community as a
whole, particularly upon developing countries with limited
resources of their own, by these sudden mass exoduses and
displacements of population,

Stressing the need to improve international co-opera
tion aimed at the prevention of new massive flows ofrefu
gees in parallel with the provision ofadequate solutions to
actual refugee situations,

Taking note ofthe report of the Group ofGovernmental
Experts on International Co-operation to Avert New
Flows of Refugees,203

203 A/40/38S. annex.
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Taking note once again of the report of the Secretary
General on human rights and mass exoduses,204

Recalling its resolutions 35/196 of 15 December 1980,
37/186 of 17 December 1982, 38/103 of 16 December
1983 and 39n 17 of 14 December 1984 and Commission
on Human Rights resolutions 30 (XXXVI) of 11 March
1980.1$ 29 (xxxVIn of II March 1981.26 1982/32 of 11
Man:h 1982.27 1983/35 ofs March 198328 and 1985/40 of
13 March 1985,30

1. Ji/dcomes the steps taken so far by the United
Nations to examine the problem of massive outftows of
refU&ees and displaced persons in all its aspects, including
its root causes;

2. Invites Governments and international organiza
tions to intensitY their co-operation and assistance in
world-wide efforts to address the serious problem ofmass
exoduses of refugees and displaced persons;

3. Welcomes the special interest which the Secretary
Gene.:ll1 has taken in this question, and reiterates its

204 A/381S38.

request to him to follow closely developments in the field
of human rights and mass exoduses;

4. Encourages the Secretary-General in his efforts ID
enable the United Nations to anticipate and react more
adequately and speedily to cases requiring humanitarian
assistance, as mentioned in the report of the Secretary
General on the work ofthe Organization submitted to the
General Assembly at its thirty-ninth session;205

5. Invites the Commission on Human Rights to keep
the question of human rights and mass exoduses under
review with the objective of making appropriate recom
mendations concerning the further measures to be taken in
this field;

6. Decides to review the question ofhuman rights and
mass exoduses at its forty-first session.

116th plenary meeting
13 December 1985

205 ORidai Records o/the General Assembly, Thirty-ninlh Session. Supple
menl NO. 1 (A/39/i).
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General AssemblY-Fortieth Session

VII. RESOLUTIONS ADOPfED ON THE REPORTS OF 1JIE FOURTH COMMITfEEI

Noting with appreciation the continued participation of
the acqninistering Power in the work of the Special Com
mittee in regard to American Samoa, thereby enabling it to
conduct a more informed and meaningful examination of
the situation in the Territory,

Noting that the first five-year economic development
plan for the Territory, implemented by the Development
Planning Office of the GoYernment of American Samoa,
expired at the end of 1984,

Aware of the special circumstances of the geographical
location and economic conditions of the Territory, and
bearing in mind the necessity ofdiversifying and stJ:'ength...
ening further its economy as a matter of priority in order
to promote economic stability, .

Recalling the dispatch in 1981 ofa United Nations visit
ing mission to the Territory,

Mindful that United Nations visiting missions provide
an effective means of ascertaining the situation in the
small Territories, and expressing its satisfaction at the

259

I For the decisions adopted OD the reports of the Fourth Commil1ee, see 3 Ibid., Fortieth Session, Fourth Committee, 17th meetin& pua. 53.
sect. X.B.6.

20JJiciaJ Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session. Supplement
No. 13 (A/40/23), chaps. 11, IV and XVI.

40/41. Question of American Samoa

The General Assembly,
Having considered the question. of American Samoa,
Having examined the relevant chapters of the report of

the Special Committee on the Situation with regard ~Q the
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,2

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all other
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations relating to
American Samoa; including in particular its resolution 39/
31 of 5 December 1984,

Taking into account the statement of the representative
of the administering Power relating to American Samoa,3

Conscious of the need to promote progress towards the
full implementation of the Declaration in respect of
American Samoa,
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willingness of the administering Power to receive visiting
missions in the Territories under its administration,

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting ofIndependence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to American
Samoa;4

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of
American Samoa to self-determination and independence
in conformity with the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples con
tained in General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV);

3. Reiterates the view that such factors as territorial
size, geographical location, size of population and limited
natural resources should in no way delay the speedy exer
cise by the people ofthe Territory of their inalienable right
to self-determination and independence in conformity
with the Declaration, which ful!~' applies to American
Samoa;

4. Calls upon the Government of the United States of
America, as the administering Power, to take all necessary
steps, taking into account the rights, interests and wishes
of the people of American Samoa as expressed freely in
conditions leading to real self-determination, to expedite
the process of decolonization of the Territory in accord
atIce with the relevant provisions of the Charter of the
United Nations and the Declaration, and reaffirms the
importance of fostering an awareness among the people of
American Samoa of the possibilities open to them in the
exercise of their right to self-determination and indepen
dence;

5. Takes note of the elections held on 6 November
1984 and of the fact that the newly elected Governor has
stated his intention to recommend legislation establishing
clearly the powers and duties of the vsrious government
departments in order to avoid conflicts ofauthority and to
ensure sufficient budgetary control;5

6. Reaffirms the responsibility of the administering
Power, under the Charter, to promote the economic and
social development of American Samoa, and calls upon
the administering Power to intensify its efforts to
strengthen and diversify the economy of the Territory and
to make it more viable in order to reduce its heavy econo
mic and financial dependence on the United States and to
create employment opportunities for the people ofthe Ter
ritory;

7. Expresses the hope that the development planning
process initiated by the first five-year development plan
will be continued, and urges the administering Power, in
co-operation with the territorial Government, to
strengthen and extend the responsibilities of the Develop
ment Planning Office;

8. Urges the administering Power to continue to facili
tate close relations and co-operation between the peoples
of the Territory and the neighbouring island communities
and between the territorial Government and the regional
institutions in order to enhance further the economic and
social welfare of the people of American Samoa;

9. Urges the administering Power, in co-operation with I

the territorial Government, to safeguard the inalienable
right ofthe people ofAmerican Samoa to the enjoyment of
their natural resources by taking effective measures to
ensure their right to own and dispose of those resources
and to establish and maintain control of their future devel
opment with a view to creating conditions for a balanced
and viable economy;

4 Ibid.• Fortieth Session. Supplement No. 23 (A/40123l, chap. XVI.
5Ibid., para. 9.

10. Considers that the possibility of sending a further
visiting mission to American Samoa should be kept under
review;

11. Requests the Special Committee to continue the
examination of this question at its next session, including
the possible dispatch of a further visiting mission to
American Samoa, in consultation with the administering
Power, taking into account, in particular, the wishes of the
people of the Territory, and to report thereon to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session.

99th plenary meeting
2 December 1985

40/42. Question of Guam

The General Assembly,
Having considered the question of Guam,
Having examined the relevant chapters of the report of

the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,6

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all other
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations relating to
Guam, including in particular its resolution 39/32 of 5
December 1984,

Having heard the statement of the representative of the
aC'l1inistering Power relating to Guam,1

Noting with appreciation the continued active participa
tion of the r.dministering Power in the work of the Special
Committee in regard to Guam, thereby enabling it to con
duct a more informed and meaningful examination of the
situation in the Territory with a view to accelerating the
process of decolonization towards the full and speedy
implementation of the Declaration,

Recalling that a Guam Commission on Self-Determina
tion was appointed in February 1984 to deal with the sta
tus question in a manner acceptable to the people of the
Territory,

Taking note ofthe statement by the representative of the
administering Power that the Department of Defense had
authorized the release of some 2,000 hectares of land pre
viously under its control, •

Noting the great potential offered for diversifying and
developing the economy of the Territory, for example,
commercial fishing and agriculture,

Taking note ofthe steps taken by the territorial Govern
ment, with the support of the administering Power, to
develop and promote the language and culture of the
Chamorro people, who are the indigenous people of the
Territory,

Aware of the special circumstances of the geographical
location and economic conditions of Guam, and bearing
in mind the necessity of diversifying and strengthening
further its economy as a matter of priority in order to pro
mote economic stability,

Recalling the dispatch in 1979 ofa United Nations visit
ing mission to the Territory,

Mindful that United Nations visiting missions provide
an effective means of ascertaining the situation in the
small Territories, and expressmg its satisfaction at thl'
willingness of the administering Power to receive visitinl!,
missions in the Territories under its administration,

6 Ibid.• Supplement No. 23 (A/40123l, chaps. 11, IV, VI and XVII..
1 Ibid., Fortieth Session. Fourth Commillee, 17th meeting, paras. 55-57.
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1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to Guam;8

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of
Guam to self-determination and independence in con
formity with the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, contained in
General Assen.ibly resolution 1514 (XV);

3. Reaffirms its conviction that such factors as terri
torial size, geographical location, size of population and
limited natural resources should in no way delay the
implementation of the Declaration, which fully applies to
Guam;

4. Reaffirms the importance of fostering an awareness
among ·the people of Guam of the possibilities open to
them with regard to their right to self-determination, and
calls upon the administering Power, in co-operation with
the territorial Government, to expedite the process of
decolonization strictly in accordance with the expressed
wishes of the people of the Territory;

5. Takes note of the statement by the representative of
the administering Power that the Guam Commission on
Self-Determination, which was appointed in February
1984 to deal with the status question in a manner accept
able to the people of the Territory for submission to the
Congress of the United States of America for approval,
hopes to hold a local referendum before the end of 1985;9

6. Takes note of the statement of the representative of
the United States affirming that his Government respects
the wish of the Guamanians to control their own destiny
both politically and economically;9

7. Reaffirms its strong conviction that the presence of
military bases and installations in the Territory could con
stitute a major obstacle to the implementation of the Dec
laration and that it is the responsibility of the administer
ing Power to ensure that the existence of such bases and
installations does not hinder the population of the Terri
tory from exercising its right to self-determination and
independence in conformity with the purposes and princi
ples of the Charter of the United Nations;

8. Urges the administering Power to continue to take
all necessary measures not to involve the Territory in any
offensive acts or interference against any other States and
to comply fully with the purposes and principles of the
Charter, the Declaration and the resolutions and decisions
of the General Assembly relating to military activities and
arrangements by colonial Powers in Territories under their
administration;

9. Reaffirms the responsibility of the administering
Power, under the Charter, for the economic and social
development ofGuam, and, in this connection, calls upon
the administering Power to take all necessary steps to
strengthen and diversify the economy of the Territory,
with a view to reducing the Territory's economic depen
dence on the administering Power;

10. Reiterates the view that one obstacle to economic
development, particularly in the agricultural sector, stems
from the fact that large tracts of land are held by the fed
eral authorities, and calls upon the administering Power,
in co-operation with the local authoiities, to continue the
transfer of land to the people of the Territory;

1I. Notes that a settlement was reached in 1984
between representative:s of former Guamanian landowners
and the administering Power under which the former will
receive $39.5 million in compensation for land taken over

8 Ibid., Fortieth Session. Supplement No. 23 (Al40123l, chap. XVII.
9 Ibid., para. 9.

by the United States Government from 1944 to 1963, it
being the right of individual claimants not to participate in
this settlement and continue to press their own claims;

12. Reiterates its call upon the administering Power to
support measures by the territorial Government aimed at
removing constraints to growth in the areas of agriculture
and commercial fishing and to ensure their development
to the fullest extent;

13. Urges th.: administering Power, in co-operation
with the territorial Government, to continue to take effec
tive measures to safeguard and guarantee the right of the
people of Guam to their natural resources and to establish
and maintain control over their future development, and
requests the administering Power to take all necessary
steps to protect: the property rights of the people of the
Territory;

14. Reaffirms the importance of further efforts by the
territorial Government, with the support of the adminis
tering Power, to develop and promote the language and
culture of the Chamorro people, who are the indigenous
people of the Territory;

15. Considers that the possibility of sending a further
visiting mission to Guam at an appropriate time should be
kept under review;

16. Requests the Special Committee to continue the
examination of this question at its next session, including
the possible dispatch ofa further visiting mission to Guam
at an appropriate time and in consultation ~th the admin
istering Power, and to report thereon to the General
Assembly at its forty-first session.

99th plenary meeting
2 December 1985

40/43. Question of Bermuda
The General Assembly,
Having considered the question of Bermuda,
Having examined the relevant chapters of the report of

the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,10

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all other
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations relating to
BermuPa, including in particular its resoMion 39/33 of 5
December 1984,

Noting the stated position of the administering Power
that it will fully respect the wishes of the people of Ber
muda in determining the future constitutional status of the
Territory,

Conscious of the need to ensure the full and speedy
implementation of the Declaration in respect of the Terri
tory,

Welcoming the continued co-operation of the adminis~

tering Power in the work of the Special Committee in
regard to Bermuda, which contributes to informed consid
eration ofconditions in the Territory with a view to accel
erating the process ofdecolonization for the purpose of the
full implementation of the Declaration,

Aware of the special circumstances of the geographical
location and economic conditions of Bermuda, and bear
ing in mind the necessity ofdiversifying and strengthening
further its economy as a matter of priority in order to pro
mote economic stability,

10 Ibid., Supplement No. 23 (Al40123'r.cblijlS.•IJ; IV·VI and XIX.
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Min4ful that United Nations visiting missions provide
an effective means of ascertaining the situation in the
small Territories, and expressing its satisfaction at the
willingness ~f the administering Power to receive visiting
missions in the Territories under its administration,

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemenm

tation of the Declaration on the Granting ofIndependence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to Bermuda;11

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people ofBer
muda to self-detertninBtion and independence in conform
ity with the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples, con!ained in General
Assembly resolution 1514 (XV);

3. Reiterates the view that such factors as territorial
size, geographical location, size of population and limited
natural resources should in no way delay the speedy exer
cise by the people ofthe Territory oftheir inalienable right
to self-determination and independence in conformity
with the Declaration, which fully applies to Bermuda;

.4. Urges the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, as the administering Power, taking into
account the rights, interests and wishes of the people of
Bermuda expressed freely in conditions leading to real self
determination, to continue to take all necessary steps to
ensure the full and speedy implementation of resolution
1514 (XV);

5. Reiterates that it is the obligation of the administerm

ing Power to create such conditions in Bermuda as will
enable the people of that Territory to exercise freely and
without interference their inalienable right to self-determi
nation and independence in accordance with resolution
1514 (XV), and, in that connection, reaffirms the impor
tance of fostering an awareness among the people of Ber
muda of the possibilities open to them in the exercise of
that right;

6. Reaffirms that, in accordance with the relevant pro
visions of the Charter of the United Nations and the Dec
laration contained in resolution 1514 (XV), it is ultimately
for the people of Bermuda themselves to determine their
own future political status;

7..·Reaffirms its strong conviction that the presence of
military bases and installations in Bermuda could consti
tute a major obstacle to the implementation of the Decla
ration and that it is the responsibility of the administering
Power to ensure that the existence ofsuch bases and instal
lations does not hinder the population of the Territory
from exercising its right to self-determination and inde
pendence in conformity with the purposes and principles
of the Charter;

8. Urges the administering Power to continue to take
all necessary measures not to involve the Territory in any
offensive acts or interference·directed against other States
and to comply fully with the purposes and principles ofthe
Charter, the Declaration and the resolutions and decisions
of the General Assembly relating to military activities and
arrangements by colonial Powers in Territories under their
administration;

9. Urges once again the administering Power, in co
operation with the territorial Government, to continue to
take all effettive measure, to guarantee the right of the
people of Bermuda to own and dispose of their natural
resources and to establish and maintain control over their
future development with a view to ~tingconditions for
a balanced and viable economy;

10. Welcomes the role being played in the Territory by
the United Nations Development Programme, specifically

II/bid., chap. XIX.

in programmes of agriculture, forestry and fisheries, and
urges the specialized agencies and all other organizations
of the United Nations system to continue to pay special
attention to the development needs of Bermuda;

11. Urges the administering Power to continue, in c0
operation with the territorial Government, the assistance
necessary for the employment of the local population in
the civil service, particularly at senior levels;

12. Emphasizes the desirabiliiy of sending a visiting
mission to the Territory at. the earliest possible opportu
nity;

13. Requests the Special Committee to continue the
examination of this question at its next session, including
the possible dispatch of a visiting mission to Bermuda at
an appropriate time and in consultation with the adminis
tering Power, and to report thereon to ilie General Assem
bly at its forty-first session.

99th plenary meeting
2 December 1985

48/44. Question of the British Virgin Islands

The General Assembly,
Having considered the question of the British Virgin

Islands,
Having examined the relevant chapters of the report of

the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the
Impk:nentation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,12

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting ofInde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all other
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations relating to
the British Virgin Islands, including in particular its reso-
lutiQD 39/34 of 5 December 1984, .

Noting the stated position of the administering Power
that it will fully respect the wishes of the people ofthe Brit
ish Virgin Islands in determining the future political status
of the Territory,

Conscious of the need to ensure the full and speedy
implementation of the Declaration in respect of the Terri
tory,

Noting with appreciation the continued active participa
tion of the administering Power in the work of the Special
Committee in regard to the British Virgin Islands, thereby
enabling it to conduct a more informed and meaningful
examination of the situation in the Territory with a view
to accelerating the process of decolonization for the pur
pose of the full implementation of the Declaration,

Reaffirming the responsibility of the administering
Power to promote the economic and social development
of the Territory,

Noting with concern that during the period under review
the international economic crisis caused tourism and its
supportive services, the mainstay of the economy, to slow
down, and taking note that construction activities
increased and that the territorial Government, in its con
tinued efforts to broaden the base of the economy, was re-

I examining its industrialization programme,
Aware of the special circumstances of the geographical

location and economic conditions of the British Virgin
Islands, and bearing in mind the necessity of diversifying
and strengthening further its economy as a matter ofprior
ity in order to promote economic stability,

Welcoming the contribution to the development of the
Territory by the United Nations Development Pro-

12/bid., chaps. 11, IV, V and XX.
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gramme, the United Nations Fund for Population Activ
ities, the United Nations Children's Fund, the United
Nations Industrial Development Organization, specialized
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations
system operating in the Territory, and noting the con
tinued participation of the Territory in the Caribbean
Group for Co-operation in Economic Development, as
well as in regional organizations, including in particular
the Caribbean Development Bank,

Welcoming also the participation of the Territory as an
associate member in the work of the United Nations Edu
cational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, the Econo
mic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
and its subsidiary body, the Caribbean Development and
Co-operation Committee, as well as in various other inter
natio~ and regional organizations,

Recalling the dispatch in 1976 ofa United Nations visit
ing mission to the Territory,

Mindful that United Nations visiting missions provide
an effective means of ascertaining the situation in the
small Territories, and expressing its satisfaction at the
willingness of the administering Power to receive visitin~

missions in the Territories under its administration,
1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special

Committee on the Situation '\\ith regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the British
Virzin Islands;13

2. Reajfums the inalienable right of the people of the
British Virgin Islands to self-determination and indepen
dence in conformity with the Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, con
tained in General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV);

3. Reiterates the view that such factors as territorial
size, geographical location, size of population and limited
natural resources should in no way delay the speedy exer
cise by the people of the Territory oftheir inalienable right
to self-determination and independence in conformity
with the Declaration, which fully applies to the British
Virgin Islands;

4. Reiterates that it is the responsibility of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, as the
administering Power, to create such conditions in the Brit
ish Virgin Islands as will enable the people of the Territory
to exercise freely and without interference their inalienable
right to self-determination and independence in accord
ance with resolution 1S14 (XV), as weU as all other rele
vant resolutions of the General Assembly;

S. Reajfums that it is ultimately for the people of the
British Virgin Islands themselves to determine their future
political status in accordance with the relevant provisions
of the Charter of the United Nations and the Declaration,
and, in that connection, reaffirms the importance offester
ing an awareness among the people of the Territory of the
possibilities open to them in the exercise of their right to
self-determination;

6. Notes the continuing commitment of the territorial
Government to the goal of economic diversification, par
ticularly in the areas of agriculture, fisheries and small
industries, and reiterates its call upon the administering
Power, in co-operation with the territorial Government, to
intensify its efforts in this regard;

7. Urges the adUlinistering Power, in co-operation with
the territorial Government, to safeguard the inalienable
right of the people of the British Virgin Islands to the
enjoyment of their natUi'lll resources by taking effective
measures to ensure their right to own and dispose of those

13 Ibid., chap. xx.

resources and to establish and maintain control of their
future development;

8. Urges the specialized agencies and other organiza
tions of the United Nations system to intensify measures
to accelerate progress in the social and economic life ofthe
Territory;

9. Reiterates its call upon the administering Power to
facilitate the further participation of the British Virgin
Islands in various international and regional organizations
and in other organizations of the United Nations system;

10. Considers that the possibility of sending a fur'-.'.:;i'
visiting mission to the British Virgin Islands at an appro
priate time should be kept under review;

11. Requests the Special Committee to continue the
examination of this question at its next session, including
the possible dispatch of a visiting mission to the British
Virgin Islands at an appropriate time and in consultation
with the administering Power, and to report thereon to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session.

99th plenary meeting
2 December 1985

40/45. Question of the Cayman Islands

The General Assembly,
Having considered the question of the Cayman Islands,
Having examined the relevant chapters of the report of

the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,14

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all other
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations relating to
the Cayman Islands, including in particular its resolution
39/35 of 5 December 1984,

Noting the stated position of the administering Power
that it will fully respect the wishes ofthe people ofthe Cay
man Islands in deten:..ining the future political status of
the Territory,

Conscious of the need to ensure the full and speedy
implementation of the Declaration in respect of the Terri
tory,

Noting that although the main sectors of the economy of
the Cayman Islands, specifically tourism, international
finance aJ'.'oi real estate, continued to sustain some degree
ofgro":d1 during the period under review, they have been
nC8i'uvely affected by the world economic crisis,

Aware of the special circumstanc:e5 of the geographical
location and economic conditions of the Cayman Islands,
and bearing in mind the necessity of diversifying and
strengthening further its economy as a matter ofpriority i&
order to promote economic stability,

Noting with appreciation the continued contribution of
the United Nations Development Programme to the
development of the Territory,

Recalling the dispatch in 1977 ofa United Nations visit
ing mission to the Territory,

Mindful that United Nations visiting missions provide
an effective means of ascertaining the situation in the
small Tenitories, and expressing its satisfaction at the
willingness of the administering Power to receive visiting
missions in the Territories under its administration,

I. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen-

14 Ibid., chaps. 11, IV, V and XXI.
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12. Considers that the possibility of sending a further
visiting mission to the Cayman Islands at an appropriate
time should be kept under review;

13. Requests the Special Committee to continue the
examination of this question at its next session, including
the possible dispatch of a visiting mission to the Cayman
Islands at an appropriate time and in consultation with the
administering Power, and to report thereon to the General
Assembly at its forty-first session.

99th plenary meeting
2 December 1985

40/~. Question of Montserrat
The General Assembly,
Having considered the question of Montserrat,
Having examined the relevant chapters of the report of

the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Pec;>les,17

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December
196~, rontaining the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all other
resolutions and decisi(;;js of the United Nations relating to
Montserrat, including in particular its resolution 39/36 of
5 December 1984,

Noting the stated position of the administering Power
that it will respect the wishes of the people d Montserrat
in determining the future political status of the Territory,

Noting the view of the Government of Montserrat that
independence was inevitable and desirable and, in that
connection, that the territorial Government would prepare
programmes of political education by wt::.ch to increase
the people's awareness of the benefits of inde9tndence,

Noting with concern that during the period under review
the international economic crisis continued to have an
adverse effect on the territolial economy and resulted in
zero growth in the gross domestic product and a reduction
in the rate of growth of employment and inwmp<l.

Welcoming the fact that an increasing number Jipeople
from the Territory are being employed in the civil service,
particularly at the higher echelon, including the appoint
ment ofa national as Chief Medical Officer, and noting the
recommendations for salary increases made by the Salaries
Commission on public serVice salaries and conditions,

Welcoming also the contribution to the development of
Montserrat by the United Nations Development Pro
gramme, the United Nations Children's Fund, specialized
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations
system operating in the Territory, and noting the con
tinued participation of the Territory in the Caribbean
Group for Co-operation in Economic Development, as
well as in regional organizations sur,h as the Caribbean
Community and its associated institutions, including the
Caribbean Development Bank,

Aware of the special circumstances of the geographical
location and economic conditions of Montserrat, and
bearing in mind the necessity ofdiversifying and strength

I ening further its economy as a matter of priority in order
to promote economic stability,

Recalling the dispatch in 1975 and 1982 of United
Nations visiting missions to the Territory,

Mindful that visiting missions provide an effective
mean:; of ascei<~ning the situation in the small Terri
tories, and expressing its satisfaction at the willingness of

tation ofth~ Declaration on the Granting ofIndependence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the Cayman
Islands;ls

2. Renffirms the inalienable right of the people of the
Cayman Islands to self-determination and independence
in conformity with the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, con
tained in General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV);

3. Reiterates the view that such factors as territorial
size, geographical location, size of population and limited
natural resources should in no way delay the speedy exer
cise by the people ofthe Territory oftheir inalienable right
to self-determination and independence in conformity
with the Declaration, which fully applies to the Cayman
Islands;

4. Notes with appreciation the participation of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain. and Northern Ireland,
as the administering Power, in the work of the Special
Committee in regard to the Cayman Islands, thereby
enabling it to conduct a more informed and meaningful
examination of the situation in the Territr ·Y, with a view
to accelerating the process of decolonint.oD for the y'cr
pose of the full implementation of the Declaration;

5. Reiterates that it is the responsibility ofthe adminis
tering Power to create such conditions in the Cayman
Islands as will enable the J)e<')ple of the Territory to exer
cise freely and without intert'erence their inalienable right
to self-determination and independence in accordance
with resolution 1514 (XV), as well as all other relevant res
o!utiom: Df the General Assembly;

6. Reaffirms that it is ultimately for the people of the
Cayman Islands themselves to determine their future
political $tatus ill accordance with the relevant provisions
of the Charter of the United Nations and Cle Declaration,
and, in th~t connection, reaffirms the importance offoster
ing an awareness among the people of the Territory of the
possibilities open to them in the exercise of their right to
self-determination and independence;'

7. Reaffirms the responsibility of the administering
Power to promote the economic and social development
of the Territory, and urges it, in co-operation with the ter
ritorial Government, to render continuing support, to the
fullest extent possible, to the development of programmes
of ~nomic diversification which will benefit the people
of the Territory;

8. Takes note of the statement of the administering
Power to the effect that, despite the poor quality of the soil
in the Territory, a study conducted by the territorial Gov
ernment in 1984 revealed some possibilities in the field of
poultry, agricultural and pastoral farming;16

9. Urges the administering Power, in co-operation with
the territorial Government, to safeguard the inalienable
right of the people of the Territory to the enjoyment of
their natural resources by taking eifective measures to
ensure their right to own and dispose of those resources
and to establish and maintain control oftheir future devel
opment;

10. Calls upon the sIXt:ializcl agencies and other
organizations of the United Nations system, as well as
regional institutions such as the Caribbean Development
Bank, to continue to take all uecessary mear:·res to accel
erate progress in the social aII.d economic life of the Cay
man Ist'ands;

11. Notes with appreciation the continued contribution
of the United Nations Development Programme to the
development of the Territory;

i.

I

I~ Ibid., chap. XXI.
16 'bid., l&ll. 9.

17 Ibid., SIJpplement No. 23 (AJ40123), chaps. H, IV, V and XXII.· 18 ibid., chap. XXII.
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40/47. Question of the Turks and Caicos Islands

The General Assembly,
Having considered the question of the Turks and Caioos

Islands,
Having examined the relevant chapters of the report of

the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the
Implementation of the Declaration on the . lanting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 19

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting ofInde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all other
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations relating to
the Turks and Caicos Islands, including in particular its
resolution 39/37 of 5 December!984,

Noting the stated position of the administering Power
that it will fully respect the wishes of the people of the
Turks and Caicos Islands in determining the future consti
tutional status of the Territory, and bearing in mind the
importance of fostering an awareness among the people of
the Territory of the possibilities open to them,

Conscious of the need to ensure the full and speedy
implementation of the Declaration in respect of the Terri
tory,

Noting with appreciation the participation of the admin
istering Power in the work of the Special Committee in
regard to the Turks and Caicos Islands, t:lereby enablmg it
to conduct a more informed and meaningful examination
of the ~ituation in the Territory,

Aware of the special circumstances of the geographical
location and economic conditions of the Turks and Caicos
Islands, and bearing in mind the necessity of diversifying
and strengthening further its economy as a matter ofprior
ity in order to promote economic stability and to develop
a wider economic base for the Territory,

Noting the statement of the administering Power that an
experimental farm has been set up on North Caicos to
study agricultural techniques,

Welcoming the continuing contribution of the United
Nations Development Programme to the deyelopment of
the Territory,

Recalling the dispatch in 1980 of two United Nations
visiting missiol1s to the Territory,

Mindful that United Nations visiting missions provide
an effective means of ascertaining the situation in the
small Territories, and expressing its satisfaction at the
willingness of the administering Power to receive visiting
missions in the Territories under its administration,

11. Calls upon the United Nations system oforganiza
tions, as well as donor Governments and regional organi
zations, to intensify their efforts to accelerate progress in
the economic and social life of the Territory;

12. Considers that the possibility of sending a further
visiting mission to Montserrat at an appropriate time
should be kept under review;

13. Requests the Special Committee to continue the
examination of this question at its next session, including
the possible dispatch ofa further visiting mission to Mont
serrat at an appropriate time and in consultation with the
administering Power, and to report thereon to the General
Assembly at its forty-first session.

99th plenary meeting
2 December 1985

the administering Power to receive visiting missions in the
Territories under its administration,

I. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special
Committee on the SitUdtion with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to Montser
rat; 18

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of
Motltserrat to self-determination and Lndependence in
conformity with the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, contained in
General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV);

3. Reiterates the view that such factors as territorial
size, geographical location, size of population and limited
natural resources should in no way delay the speedy exer
cise by·the people of the Territory oftheir inalienable right
to self-determination and independence in conformity
with the Declaration, which fully applies to Montserrat;

4. Notes with appreciation the continued participation
of the United Kingdom ofGreat Britain and Northern Ire
land, as the administering Power, in the work of the Spe
cial Committee in regard to Montserrat, thereby enabling
it to conduct a more infornied and meaningful examina
tion of the situation in the Territory with a view to accel
erating the process ofdecolonization for the ~urposeofthe
full implementation of the Declaration;

5. Reiterates that it is the responsibility of the adminis
tering Power to create such conditions in Montserrat as
will enable its people to exercise freely and without inter
ference, from a well-informed standpoint as to the avail
able options, their inalienable right to self-determination
and independence in accordance with resolution 1514
(XV), as well as all other relevant resolutions of the Gen
eral Assembly;

6. Reaffirms that it is ultimately for the people of
Montserrat themselves to determine their future political
status in accordance with the relevant provisions of the
Charter of the United Nations and the Declaration, and
reitera.tes its call upon the administering Power, in co
operation with the territorial Government, to launch pro
grammes to foster an awareness among the people of the
Territory of the possibilities available to them in the exer
cise of their right to self-determmation and independence;

7. Reaffirms the responsibility of the administering
Power to promote the economic and social development
of Mont"~rrat and, in co-operation with the territorial
Govemment, to continue to strengthen the economy and
to increase its assistance to programmes of diversification
in order to promote the economic and financial viability of
the Territory;

8. Urges the administering Power to take the necessary
measures in co-operation with the territorial Government
to restore sustained and balanced growth to the economy
of Montserrat and to intensify its assistance in the devel
opment ofall sectors thereof, which will benefit the people
of the Territory;

9. Also urges the administering Power, in co-operation
with the territorial Government, to take effective'measures
to safeguard, guarantee and ensure the rights of the people
of Montserrat to own and dispose of their natural
resources and to establish and maintain control of their
future develor)ment;

10. Urges the administering Power to continue, in co
operation with the territorial Government, the assistance
necessary for the employment of the local population in
the civil service, particularly at senior levels;

18 Ibid., chap. XXII. 19 Ibid., chaps. 11, IV·VI and XXUI. 20 Ibid., chap.
21 Ibid., para.
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11, Considers that the possibility of sending a further
visiting mission to the Turks and Caicos Islands at an
appropriate time should be kept under review;

12. Requests the Special Committee to continue the
examination of this question at its next session, including
the possible dispatch of a further visiting mission to the
Turks and Caicos Islands at an appropriate time and in
consultation with the administering Power, and to report
thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-first session.

99th plenary meeting
2 December 1985

40/48. Question of AnguiUa

The General Assembly,
Having considered the question of Anguilla,
Having examined the relevant chapters of the report of

the Special Committee on the Situation \',ith regard to the
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,22

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December
1960, containing the Declaration 01, !!le Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all other
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations relating to
Anguilla, including in particular its resolution 39/39 of 5
December 1984,

Noting the stated position of the administering Power
that it will respect the wishes of the people of Anguilla in
determining the future political status of the Territory,

Conscious of the need to ensure the full and speedy
implementation of the Declaration in respect of the Terri
tory,

Noting with appreciation the continued participation of
the ~dministeringPower in the work of the Special Com
mittee in regard to Anguilla, thereby enabling it to conduct
a more informed and meaningful examination ofthe situa
tion in the Territory with a view to accelerating the process
of decolonization for the purpose of the full implementa
tion of the Declaration,

Reaffirming the responsibility of the administering
Power to promote the economic and social development
of the Territory,

Noting that during the period under review the economy
of Anguilla remained buoyant,

Noting that, as a result oIa comprehensive review of the
civil service and police force undertaken during 1984, sal
aries and allowances were increased,

Welcoming the contribution to the development of the
Territory by the United Nations Development Pro
gramme, specialized agencies and other organizations of
the United Nations system operating in Anguilla, and
noting the separate illustrative indicative planning figure
established for Anguilla by the Programme for the period
1982-1986,

Reiterating the view that the participation ofTerritories
as associate members in organizations of the United
Nations system is a part of the overall strategy ofaccelera
ting the decolonization process,

Aware of the special circumstances of the geographical
location and economic conditions ofAnguilla, and bearing
in mind the necessity of diversifying and strengthening
further its economy as a matter ofl:riority in order to pro
mote economic stability,

Recalling the dispatch in 1984 Cifa United Nations visit
ing mission to the Territory,

22 Ibid., Supplement No. 23 (A/40123), ch~,ps. 11, IV and XXIV.20 Ibid., chap. XXIII.
21 Ibid., para. 9.

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting ofIndependence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the Turks
and Caicos Islands;20

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of the
Turks and Caicos Islands to self-determination and inde
pendence in conformity with the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples, contained in General Assembly resolution 1514
(XV);

3. Reiterates the view that such factors as territorial
size, geographical location, size of population and limited
natural resources should in no way delay the speedy exer
cise by the people of the Territory of their inalienable right
to self-determination and independence in conformity
with the Declaration, which fully applies to the Turks and
Caicos Islands;

4. Reiterates that it is the obligation of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, as the
administering P<lwer, to create such conditions in the
Turks and Caicos Islands as will enable the people of the
Territory to exercise freely and without interference their
inalienable right to self-determination and independence
in accordance with resolution 1514 (XV), as well as other
relevant resolutions of the General Assembly;

5. Reaffirms that it is the responsibility of the adminis
tering Power under the Charter of the United Nations to
develop its dependent Territories economically and
socially, and urges the administering Power, in consulta
tion with the territorial Government, to take the necessary
measw~s to promote the economic and social develop
ment of the Turks and Caicos Islands and, in particular, to
intensify and expand its programme ofassistance in order
to accelerate the development of the economic and social
inftastructure of the Territory;

6. Emphasizes that greater attention .should be paid to
diversification of the economy, which will benefit the
people'of the Territory;

7. Recalls that it is the responsibility ofthe administer
ing Power, in accordance with the wishes of the people of
the Turks and Caicos Islands, to safeguard, guarantee and
ensure the inalienable right of the people to the enjoyment
of their natural resources by taking effective measures to
guarantee their right to own and dispose of those natural
resources and to establish and maintain control of their
future development;

8. Takes note of the statement of the administering
Power to the effect that the military facility in the Turks
and Caicos IStands was closed in 1984, that the territorial
Government now has complete control over the disposi
tion of the land vacated by the base and that the land is
now being used for various activities which are beneficial
to the economy and the people of the Territory;21

9. Urges the specialized agencies and other organiza
tions of the United Nations system, as well as such
regional institutions as the Caribbean Development Bank,
to continue to pay special attention to the development
needs of the Turks and Caicos Islands;

ID. Requests the administering Power, in consultation
with the territorial Government, to continue to provide
the assistance necessary for the training of qualified local
personnel in the skills essential to the development ofvari
ous sectors of the economy and the society of the Terri
tory;
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40/49. Question of the United States Virgin Islands

The General Assembly,
Having considered the question of the United States

Virgin Islands,
Having examined the relevant chapters of the report of

the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,2S

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December
1960, containing the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, and all other
resolutions and decisions of the United Nations relating to
the United States Virgin Islands, including in particular its
resolution 39/38 of 5 December 1984,

Noting with appreciation the continued active part!-cipa
tion of the administering Power and the representative of
the territorial Government in the work of the Special
Committee in regard to the United States Virgin Islands,
thereby enabling it to =anduct a more informed and mean
ingful examination of the situation in the Territory with a
view to accelerating the process of decolonization for the
purpose of the full implementation of the Declaration,

Taking into account the statement of the ~presentative

of the administering Power that the Temtory of the
United States Virgin Islands enjoys a large measure ofself
government through its elected representatives, namely,
the Governor, members of the Legislature and the Ter
ritory's non-voting delegate to the United States House of
Representatives, and noting the recent general elections in
the Territory,

Noting with com::ern that the economy of the Territory
was, as described by the Governor, "temporarily
depressed", particularly in the tourist, construction and
industrial sectors, as well as in the delivery ofgovernment
services, and noting that the Territory's industrial devel
opment programme would suffer a setback as a result of
the announced plan of Martin Marietta Alumina, Inc. for
the closure afits aluminium plant in the Territory in 1985,

Welcoming the continued participation of the United
States Virgin Islands, as an associate member, in the work
of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the
Caribbean and its subsidiary bodies, including the Carib
bean Development and Co-operation Committee, and
noting the participation ofa representative ofthe Territory
as a member of the delegation of the administering Power
at annual meetings of the Caribbean Group for Co-opera
tion in Economic Development since 1982,

2S Official Records ofthe General As,sembfy. Fortieth Session, SlIfJp/ement
No. 2.f(Al40123), chaps. n, IV-\l1 and XXV.

231bid., chap. XXIV.
24 AlAC.I091799, sect. IV.

Mindful that United Nations visiting missions provide Commission for latin America and the Caribbean and its
an effective means of ascertaining the situation in the subsidiary body, the Caribbean Development and Co-
small Territories, and expressing its satisfaction at the opemtion Committee, and in other organizations of the
willingness of the administering Power to receive visiting United Nations system, including the Caribbean Group
missions in the Territories under its administration, for Co-operation in Economic Development;

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special 12. Considers that the possibility of sending a furtboer
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen- visiting mission to Anguilla at an appropriate time should
tation of the Declaration on the Granting ofIndependence be kept under review;
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to Anguilla;23 13. Requests the Special Committee to coutinue the

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of examination of this question at iu next session, including
Anguilla to self-determination and independence in con- the possible dispatch of a further visiting mission to
fonnity with the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen- Anguilla at an appropriate time and in consultation with
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, contained in the administering Power, and to report thereon to the
General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV); General Assembly at its forty-first session.

3. Reiterates the view the.. such factors as territorial 99th plenary meeeing
size, geographical location, size of population and limited 2 December i !'85
natural resources should in no way delay the speedy exer-
cise by the people ofthe Territory oftheir inalienable right
to self-determination and independence in conformity
with the Declaration, which fully applies to Anguilla;

4. Reiterates that it is the responsibility of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, as the
administering Power, to create such conditions in Anguilla
as will enable its people to exercise freely and without
interference, from a well-informed standpoint as to the
available options, their inalienable right to self-determina
tion and independence in accordance with resolution 1514
(XV), as well as all other relevant resolutions of the Gen
eral Assembly;

S. Reaffirms that it is ultimately for the people of
Anguilla themselves to determine their future political sta
tus in accordance with the relevant provisions ofthe Char
ter ofthe United Natil.lns and the Declaration, and, in that
connection, reaffirms the importance of fostering an
awareness among the people of the Territory of the possi
bilities open to them in the exercise of their right to self
determination and independence;

6. Calls upon the administering Power to continue, in
co-operation with the territorial Government, to
strengthen the economy of Anguilla and to increase its
assistance to programmes of diversification;

7. Notes that, although the Territory was no longer in
need of a grant from the administering Power to balance
its recurrent budget for 1984, the Government of the
United Kingdom agreeC to provide a special grant to clear
the deficit accumulated between 1977 and 1983;

8. Urges the administering Power to take effective
measures, in co-operation with the territorial Govern
ment, to safeguard, guarantee and ensure the rights of the
people of Anguilla to own and dispose of their natural
resources and to establish and maintain control over their
future development;

9. Urges the administering Power to continue, in co
operation with the territorial Government, the assistance
necessary for the increased employment of the local popu
iation in the civil service, particularly at senior levels;

10. Reiterates its request to the administering Power,
in the light of the observations, conclusions /Plc! recom
mendations of the United Nations Visiting Mission to
Anguilla, 1984,24 to continue to enlist the assistance of the
specialized agencies and other organizations of the United
Nations system, as well as other regional and international
bodies, in the development and strengthening of the econ
omy of Anguilla;

11. Calls upon the administering Power to continue to
facilitate the participation of Anguilla in the Economic
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Noting with satisfaction the statement of the administer
ing Power that it endorsed the policy that representatives
of the Territory should participate in forums in which the
Territory was the subject of discussion,

Aware of the special circumstances of the geographical
location and economic conditions of the United States
Virgin Islands, and bearing in mind the necessity of diver
sifying and strengthening further its economy as a matter
of priority in order to promote economic stability,

Reca//ingthe dispatch in 1917 ofa United Nations visit
ing mission to the Territory,

Mindful that United Nations visiting missions provide
an effective means of ascertaining the situation in the
small Territories, and expressing its satisfaction at the
willingness of the administering Power to receive visiting
missions in the Territories under its administration,

1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the United
States Virgin Islands;26

2. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of the
United States Virgin Islands to self-determination and
independence in conformity with the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries anet
Peoples, contained in General Assembly resolution 1514
(XV);

3. Reiterates the view that such factors as territorial
size, geographical location, size of population and limited
natural resources should in no way delay the speedy exer
cise by the people of the Territory of their inalienable right
to self-detemlination and independence in conformity
with the Declaration, which fully applies to the United
States Virgin Islands;

4. Reiterates that it is the responsibility of the adminis
tering Power to create such conditions in the United States
Virgin Islands as will enable the people of the Territory to
exercise freely and without interference their imdienable
right to self-determination and independence'; in conform
ity with resolution 1514 (XV), as well as all 'Jther relevant
resolutions of the General Assembly;

5. Reaffirms that it is ultimately for flle people of the
United States Virgin Islands themselves t~) determine their
future political status in accordance wi,th the relevant pro
visions of the Charter of the United Nations and the Dec
laration, and, in that connection, reaffirms the importance
of fostering an awareness among the people of the Terri
tory of the possibilities open to them in the exercise of
their right to self-determination;

6. Notes that the Select Committee, established by the
Legislature of the United States Virgin Islands in 1983 to
ascertain the views of the people of the Territory on their
future status and to make recommendations in that regard,
conducted public hearings from March to August 1984
liDd submitted its report to the Sixteenth Legislature in
January 1985;27

7. Also notes that the Legislature endorsed the report,
which included, inter alia, a recommendation that a refer
endum on the status issue should be held on 4 November
1986, in conjunction with the next general election, for
people of the United States Virgin Islands to choose
between a variety of status options including indepen
dence, statehood, free association, incorporated territory,
status quo or a compact of federal relations;27

8. Further notes that the Legislature decided to appoint
a new committee to continue the process of public hear-

26 Ibid.• chap. XXV.
27 Ibid.• para. 10.

ings in order to ensure that the people of the United States
Virgin Islands were fully aware of the implications of the
various status options by the time of the referendum;27

9. Urges the administering Power, in co-operation with
the territorial Government, to strengthen the economy of
the Territory by taking additional measures ofdiversifica
tion in all fields and deveioping an adequate infrastructure
with a view to reducing the economic dependence of the
Territory on the administering Power;

10. Reaffirms the responsibility of the administering
Power under the Charter to promote the economic and
social development of the United States Virgin Islands;

11. Urges the administering Power, in co-operation
with the Government of the United States Virgin Islands,
to safeguard the inalienable right of the people of the Ter
ritory to the enjoyment of their natural resources by taking
effective measures to guarantee their right to own and dis
pose of those resources and to establish and maintain con
trol of their future development;

12. Urges the administering Power to seek in the Car
ibbean Group for Co-operation in Economic Develop
ment astatus for the territorial Government similar to that
of other dependent Territories within the Group;

13. Calls upon the administering Power to facilitate
further the participation of the United States Virgin
Islands in various regional intergovernmental bodies and
organizations, particularly in their central organs, and in
other organizations of the United Nations system;

14. Urges the administering Power to continue to take
all necessary measures to comply fully with the purposes
and principles of the Charter, the Declaration and the rele
vant resolutions and decisions of the General Assembly
relating to military activities and arrangements by colonial
Powers in Territories under their administration;

15. Considers that the possibility of sending a further
visiting mission to the United States Virgin Islands at an
appropriate time should be kept under review;

16. Requests the Special Committee to continue the
examination of this question at its next session, including
the possible dispatch of a further visiting mission to the
United States Virgin Islands at an appropriate time and in
consultation witll the administering Power, and to report
thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-first session.

99th plenary meeting
2 December 1985

40/50. Question of Western Sahara
The Gem 'al Assembly,
Having considered in depth the question of Western

Sahara,
Recalling the inalienable right of all peoples to self

determination and independence, in accordance with the
principles set forth in the Charter of the United Nations
and in General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14
December 1960 containing the Declaration on the Grant
ing of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,

Recalling its resolution 39/40 of 5 December 1984 on
, the question of Western Sahara,

Having examined the relevant chapter of the report of
the Special Committee on tile Situation with: egard to the
Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Co'.mtnes and Peoples,28

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General on
the question of Western Sahara,29

28 Ibid.• Supple~nI No. Z3 (Al40123l. char>. X.
29 Al40/692 and Corr.1.
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Recalling resolution AHG/Res.104 (XIX) on Western
Sahara,30adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and
Government of the Organization of African Unity at its
nineteenth ordinary session, held at Addis Ababa from 6
to 12 June 1983,

I. Reaffirms that the question of Western Sahara is a
question ofdecolonization which remains to be completed
cn the basis of the exercise by the people of Western
Sahara of their inalienable right to self-determination and
independence;

2. Reaffirms also that the solution of the question of
Western Sahara lies in the implementation of resolution
AHG/Res.104 tXIX) of the Assembly of Heads of State
and Government of the Organization of African Unity,
which establishes ways and means for a just and definitive
political solution to the Western Sahara conftict;

3. Again requests, to that end, the two parties to the
conftict, the Kingdom of Morocco and the Frente Popular
para la Liberaci6n de Saguia el-Hamra y de Rio de Ora, to
undertake direct negotiations, in the shortest possible
time, with a view to bringing about a cease-fire to create
the necessary conditions for a peaceful and fair referendum
for !~If-determination of the people of Western Sahara, a
referendum without any administrative or military con
straints, under the auspices of the Organization of African
Unity and the United Nations;

4. Welcomes the efforts of the current Chairman of the
Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the
Organization of African Unity and the Secretary-General
of the United Nations to promote a just and definitive
solution of the question of Western Sahara;

S. Invites the current Chairman of the Assembly of
Heads of State and Government of the Organization of
African Unity and the Secretary-General of the United
Nations to exert every effort to persuade the two parties to
the conftict, the Kingdom of Morocco and the Frente Pop
ular para la Liberaci6n de Saguia el-Hamra y de Rio de
Ora, to negotiate, in the shortest possible time and in con
formity with resolution AHGlRes.l 04 (XIX) and the pres
ent resolution, the terms ofa cease-fire and the modalities
for organizing the said referendum;

6. Reaffirms the determinatioD of the United Nations
to co-operate fully with the Organization of African Unity
with a view to implementing the relevant decisions of that
organization, in particular resolution AHGlRes.104
(XIX);

7. Requests the Special Committee on the Situation
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples to continue to consider the situation in Western
Sahara as a matter of priority and to report thereon to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session;

8. ,Invites the Secretary-General of the Organization of
African Unity to keep the Secretary-General of the United
Nations informed of the progress achieved in the imple
mentation of L'le decisions of the Organization of African
Unity relating to Western Sahara;

9. Invites the Secretary-General to follow the situation
in Western Sahara closely with a view to the implementa
tion of the present resolution and to report thereon to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session.

99th plenary meeting
2 December 1985

30 For the text, see resolution 38/40, para. I.
31 Offlcial Records of/he General Assembly, Fonie/h Session, Supplement

No. Z.f(Al40/23), chap. VIII.

40/51. Information from Non-Self-Go"emina Tern
tories transmitted nnder Article 73 e of the
Charter of the United Nations

The General Assembly,
Having examined the chapter of the report of the Special

Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of!ndependence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the informa
tion from Non-Self-Governing Territories transmitted
under Article 73 e of the Charter of the United
Nations3• and the action taken by the Committee in
respect of that information,

Having also examined the report of the Secretary
General on tha question,32

Recalling its resolution 1970 (XVIII) of 16 December
1963, in which it requested the Special Committee to
study the information transmitted to the Secretarye
General in accordance with Article 73 e ofthe Charter and
to take such information fully into account in examining
the situation y,rith regard to the implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples, contained in General Assembly
resolution IS14 (XV) of 14 December 1960,

Recalling also its resolution 39/41 of S December 1984.
in which it requested the Special Committee to continue to
discharge the functions entrusted to it under resolution
1970 (XVIII),

I. Approves the (:hapter of the report of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting ofIndependence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the informa
tion from Non-Self-Governing Territories transmitted
under Article 73 e of the Charter of the United Nations;

2. Retif/irms that, in the absence of a decision by the
General Assembly itself that a Non-Self-Governing Terri
tory has attained a full measure of self-government in
terms of Chapter XI of the Charter, the administering
Power concerned should continue to transmit information
under Article 73 e ofthe Charter with respect to that Terri
tory;

3. Requests the administering Powers concerned to
transmit, or continue to transmit, to the Secretary-General
the information prescribed in Article 73 e of the Charter.
as well as the fullest possible infor aation on political and
constitutional developments in the Territories concerned,
within a maximum period of six months following the
expiration of the administrative year in those Territories;

4. ,Requests the Special Committee to continue to dis
charge the functions entrusted to it under General Assem
bly resolution 1970 (XVIII), in accordance with estab
lished procedures, and to report thereon to the Assembly
at its forty-first session.

99th plenary meeting
2 December 1985

40/52. Activities of foreign economic and other inter
ests wbicb are impeding the implementation
of the Declarati@n on the Gnntinl of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peopiel
in Namibia and in all other Tenitories _er
colonial domination and efforts to eUmlnate
colonialism, IIJHIrt1leid and nclal discrimina
tion in sontbem Africa

The General Assembly,
Having considered the item entitled "Activities of for

eign economic and other interests which are impeding the

32 Al40/629.
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implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples in
Namibia and in all other Territories under colonial domi
nation and efforts to eliminate colonialism, apartheid and
racial discrimination in southern Africa",

Having examined the chapter ofthe report ofthe Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation ofthe Declaration on the Granting ofIndependence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the item,33

Taking into consideration the relevant chapters of the
report of the United Nations Council for Namibia,34

Recalling its resolutions 1514 (XV) of 14 December
1960, oontaining the Declaration on the Granting of Inde
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 2621 (XXV)
of 12 October 1970, containing the programme of action
for the full implementation ofthe Declaration, and 35/118
of 11 December 1980, the annex to which contains the
Plan ofAction for the Full Implementation ofthe Declara
tion, as well as all other resolutions of the United Nations
relating to the item,

Reaffirming the solemn obligation of the administering
Powers under the Charter of the United Nations to pro
mote the political, economic, social and educational
advancement of the inhabitants of the Territories under
their administration and to protect the human and natural
resources of those Territories against abuses,

Reaffirming that any economic or other activity which
impedes the implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples and obstructs efforts aimed at the elimination of
colonialism, apartheid and racial discrimination in south
ern Africa and other colonial Territories is in direct viola
tion of the rights of the inhabitants md ofthe principles of .
the Charter and all relevant resolutions of the United
Nations,

Reaffirming that the natural resources of all Territories
under colonial and racist domination are the heritage of
the peoples of those Territories and that the exploitation
and depletion of those resources by foreign economic
interests, in particular in Namibia, in association with the
occupying regime of South Africa, constitute a direct vio
lation of the rights of the peoples and of the principles of
the Charter and all relevant resolutions of the United
Nations,

Recalling the relevant provisions of the consensus on
Namibia adopted by the Special Committee on the Situa
tion with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples at its extraordinary session held at Tunis from
13 to 17 May 1985,35

Bearing in mind the relevant provisions of the Econo
mic Declaration and other documents of the Seventh Con
ference of Heads of State or GoveJllment of Non-Aligned
Countries, held at New Delhi from 7 to 12 March
1983,36and of the Final Document of the Extraordinary
Ministerial Meeting of the Co-ordinating Bureau of Non
Aligned Countries on the question of Namibia, held at
New Delhi from 19 to 21 April 1985,37

Taking into account the relevant provisions of the Dec
laration and Programme of Action contained in the Final
Document adopted by the United Nations Council for

33 Ol/icial Records ofthe General Assembly, fortieth Session. Supplement
No. 2J"(A/40/23), chap. V.

34 Ibid., Supplement No. U (A/40/24), part two, chap. 11, sect. C, and
chaf' IX, sect. C. .

3 Ibid., Supplement No. 23 (A/40123), chap. IX; para. 12.
36 Al38/132-8115675 and Corr.1 and 2, annex.
37 Al40/307.SlI7184 and Corr.l, annex.

Namibia at its extraordinary plenary meetings held at
Vienna from 3 to 7 June 1985,38

Noting with profound concern that the colonial Powers
and certain States, through their activities in the colonial
Territories, have continued to disregard United Nations
decisions relating to the item and that they have failed to
implement, in particular, the relevant provisions of Gen
eral Assembly resolutions 2621 (XXV) of 12 October 1970
and 39/42: of 5 December 1984, by which the Assembly
called upon the colonial Powers and those Governments
that had not yet done so to take legislative, administrative
or other measures in respect of their nationals and the
bodies corporate under their jurisdiction that own and
operate enterprises in colonial Territories, particularly in
Africa, which are detrimental to the interests of the inhab
itants of those Territories, in order to put an end to such
enterprises and to prevent new investments that run
counter to the interests of the inhabitants of those Terri
tories,

Condemning the intensified activities of those foreign
economic, financial and other interests which continue to
exploit the natural and human resoUa--ces of the colonial
Territories and to accumulate and repatriate huge profits
to the detriment ofthe interests ofthe inhabitants, particu
larly in the case ofNamibia, thereby impeding the realiza
tion by the peoples of the Territories of their legitimate
aspirations for self-determination and independence,

Strongly condemning the support which the racist
minority regime ofSouth Africa continues to receive from
those foreign economic, financial and other interests which
are collaborating with the regime in the exploitation of the
natural and human resources ofthe international Territory
ofNamibia, in the further entrenchment of its illegal racist
domination over the Territory and in the strengthening of
its system of apartheid,

Strongly condemning the investment of foreign capital
in the production ofuranium and the collaboration by cer
tain Western and other countries with the racist minority
regime of South Africa in the nuclear field which, by pro
viding that regime with nuclear equipment and technol
ogy, enables it to develop nuclear ai;1d military capabilities
and to become a nuclear Power, thereby promoting South
Africa's continued illegal occupation of Namibia,

Reaffirming that the natural resources of Namibia,
including its marine resources, are the inviolable and
incontestable heritage of the Namibian people and that the
exploitation of those resources by foreign economic inter
ests under the protection of the illegal colonial administra
tion, in violation ofthe Charter, ofthe relevant resolutions
of the General Assembly and the Security Council and of
Decree No. I for the Protection of the Natural R.esources
of Namibia,39 enacted by the United Nations Council for
Namibia on 27 September 1974, and in disregard of the
advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice of
21 June 1971,40 is illegal, col'tributes to the maintenance
of the illegal occupation regime and is a grave threat to the
integrity and prosperity of an independent Namibia,

ConCerned about the conditions in other colonial Terri
tories, including certain Territories in the caribbean and

I the Pacific Ocean regions, where foreign economic, finan
cial and other interests cOntinue to deprive the indigenous
populations of their rights over the wealth of their
countries, and where the inhabitants of those Territories

38 Sec Oflicia/ Records ofthe General Assembly. Fortieth Session, Supple-
ment No. 14 (Al40/24), para. 513. •

39 Ibid., Thirty-Jifth Session. Supplement No. U (A/35/24), vol. I, annclIlI.
40 Legal Consequencesfor States ofthe Continued PreSflnce ofSouth Africa

in Namibia (South West Africa) notwithstanding Security Council ResolutilJn
276 (1970), Advisory Opinion. I.C.I. Reports, 1971, p. 16..
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,

J~

continue to suffer from a loss of land ownership as a result
of the failure of the administering Powers concerned to
restrict the sale of land to foreigners, despite the repeated
appeals of the General Assembly,

Conscious of the continuing need to mobilize world
public opinion against the involvement of foreign econo
mic, financial and other interests in the exploitation ofnat
ural and human resources, which impedes the indepen
dence of colonial Territories and the elimination of
racism, particularly in southern Africa, and emphasizing
the importance ofaction by local authorities, trade unions,
religious bodies, academic institutions, mass media, soli
darity movements and other non-governmental organiza
tions, as well as individuals, in exercising pressure on
transnational corporations to refrain from any investment
or activity in the Territory of Namibia, in encouraging a
policy of systematic divestment of any financial or other
interest in corporations doing business with South Africa
and in counteracting all forms of collaboration with the
occupation regime in Namibia,

I. Reaffirms the inalienable right of the peoples of
dependent Territories to self-determination and indepen
dence and to the enjoyment of the natural resources of
their Territories, as well as their right to dispose of those
resources in their best interests;

2. Reiterates that any administering or occupying
Power that deprives the colonial peoples of the exercise of
their legitimate rights over their natural resources or sub
ordinates the rights and interests of those peoples to for
eign economic and financial interests violates the solemn
obligations it has assumed under the Charter ofthe United
Nations;

3. Reaffirms that, by their depletive exploitation of
natural resources, the continued accumulation and repatri
ation of huge profits and the use of those profits for the
enrichment offoreign settlers and the perpetuation ofcolo
nial domination and racial discrimination in the Terri
tories, the activities of foreign econo-:nic, financial and
other interests operating at present in the colonial Terri
tories, particularly in southern Africa, constitute a major
obstacle to political independence and racial equality, as
well as to the enjoyment of the natural resources of those
Territories by the indigenous inhabitants;

4. Condemns the activities of foreign economic and
other interests in the colonial Territories impeding the
implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, con
tained in General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), and the
efforts to eliminate colonialism,. apartheid and racial dis
crimination;

5. Condemns the policies of Governments that con
tinue to support or collaborate with those foreign econo
mic and other interests engaged in exploiting the natural
and human resources of the Territories, including, in par
ticular, illegally exploiting Namibia's marine resources,
violating the political, economic and social rights and
interests of the indigenous peoples and thus obstructing
the full and speedy implementation of the Declaratior in
respect of those Territories;

6. Strongly condemns the collusion of the Govern
ments of certain Western and other countries with the
racist minority regime of South Africa in the nuclear field,
and calls upon those and all other Governments to refrain
from suppiying that regime, directly or indirectly, with
installations that might enable it to produce uranium, plu
tonium and other nuclear materials, reactors or military
equipment;

7. Requests the Special Committee on the Situation
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on

the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples to continue to monitor closely the situation in the
remainm..J colonial Territories so as to ensure that all eco
nomic activities in those Territorie.:; are aimed at strength
ening and diversifying their economies in the interests of
the indigenous peoples, at promoting fue economic and
financial viability ofthose Territories and at speeding their
accession to independence, and, in that connection,
requests the administering Powers concerned to ensure
that the peoples of th~ Territories under their administra
tion are not exploited for political, military and other pur
poses detrimental to their interests;

8. Strongly condemns those Western and all other
countries, ail well as the transnational corporations, which
continue their investments in, and supply of armaments
and oil and nuclear technology to, the racist regime of
South Africa, thus buttressing it and aggravating the~t
to world peace;

9. Calls upon all States, in particular certain Western
States, to take urgent, effective measures to terminate all
collaboration with the racist regime of South Africa in the
political, diplomatic, economic, trade, military and
nuclear fields and to refrain from entering into other rela
tions with that regime in violation of the relevant resolu
tions of the United Nations and of the Organization of
African Unity;

10. Calls once again upon all Governments that have
not yet done so to take legislative, administrative or other
measures in respect of their nationals and the bodies cor
porate under their jurisdiction that own and operate enter
;>rises in colonial Territories, particularly in Africa, which
are detrimental to the interests of the inhabitants of those
Te~tories, in order to put an end to such enterprises and
to prevent new investments that run counter to the inter
ests of the inhabitants of those Territories;

11. Calls upon all States to terminate, or cause to have
terminated, any investments in Namibia or loans to the
racist minority regime of South Africa and to refrain from
any agreements or measures to promote trade or other eco
nomic relations with that regime;

12. Requests all States that have not yet done so to take
effective measures to end the supply of funds and other
forms ofassistance, including military supplies and equip
ment, to the racist minority regime ofSouth Africa, which
Ulles such assistance to repress the people of Namibia and
their national liberation movement;

13. Strongly condemns South Africa for its continued
exploitation and plundering of the natural resources of
Namibia, leading to the rapid depletion of such resources,
in complete disregard of the legitimate interests of the
Namibian people, for the creation in the Territory of an
economic structure dependent essentially upon its mineral
resources and for its illegal extension of the territorial sea
and its proclamation of an economic zone off the coast of
Namibia; .

14. Declares that all activities of foreign economic
interests in Namibia are illegal under internationallaw.and
that consequently South Africa and all the foreign econo
mic interests operating in Namibia are liable to pay dam
ages to the future lawful Government of an independent
Namibia;

15. Calls upon those oil-producing and oil~exporting

countries \that have not yet done so io take effective meas
ures against the oil companies concerned so as to termi
nate the supply ofcrude oil and petroleum products to the
racist regime of South Africa;

16. Reiterates that the exploitation and plundering of
the marine and other natural resources of Namibia by
South Mrican and other foreign economic interests, inclu-
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<ling the activities of those transnational corporations
which are engaged in the exploitation and export of the
Territory's uranium ores and other resources, in violation
of the relevant resolutions of the General Assembly and
the Security Council and of Incree No. I for the Protec
tion of the Natural Resources of Namibia, are illegal, con
tribute to the maintenance ofthe illegal occupation regime
and are a grave threat to the integrity and prosperity ofan
independent Namibia;

17. Condemns the plunder of Namibian uranium, and
calls upon the Governments of all States, particularly
those whose nationals and corporations are involved in the
mining or enrichment of, or traffic in, Namibian uranium,
to take all appropriate measures in compliance with the
provisions of Decree No. 1 for the Protection of the Natu
ral Resources ofNamibia, including the practice ofrequir
ing negative certificates of origin, to prohibit and prevent
State-owned and other corporations, together with their
subsidiaries, from dealing in Namibian uranium and from
engaging in uranium prospecting activities in Namibia;

18. Requests the Governments ofthe Federal Republic
of Germany, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, which operate the
Urenco uranium enrichment plant, to have Namibian
uranium specifically excluded from the Treaty of
Almelo,41 which regu\ates the activities ofUrenco;

19. Requests all States to take legislative, admir •.stra
tive and other measures, as appropriate, in order effec
tively to isolate South Africa politically, economically,
militarily and culturally, in accordance with General
Assembly resolutions ES-812 of 14 September 1981, 36/
121 B of to December 1981, 3.7/233 A of 20 December
1982, 38/36 A of I December 1983 and 39/50 A of 12
December 1984;

20. Calls once again upon all States to discontinue all
economic, financial and trade relations with the racist
minority regime of South Africa conce~g Namibia and
to refrain from entering into any relaiions with South
Africa, purporting to act on behalf of or concerning
Namibia, which may lend support to its continued illegal
occupa~on of that Territory;

21. Invites all Governments and organizations of the
United Nations system, having regard to the relevant pro
visions of the Declaration on the Establishment of a New
International u'lnomic Order, contained in General
Assembly resoluuun 3201 (S-VI) of I May 1974, and of
the Charter ofEconomic Rights and Duties ofStates, con
tained in Assembly resolution 3281 (XXIX) of 12 Decem
ber 1974, to ensure, in particular, that the permanent sov
ereignty of the colonial Territories over their natural
resources is fully respected and safeguarded;

22. Urges the administering Powers concerned to take
effective measures to safeguard and guarantee the inalien
able right of the peoples of the colonial Territories to their
natural resources and to establish and maintain control
over their future development, and requests the adminis
tering Powers to takt: ail necessary steps to protect the
property rights of the peoples of those Territories;

23. Calls upon the administering Powers concerned to
abolish all discriminatory llDd unjust wage systems and
working conditions prevailing in the Territories under
their administration and to apply in each Territory a uni
form system of wages to all the inhabitants without any
discrimination;

41 United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 795, No. 11326, p. 308.
42A/40/318 an" Add.1.
43 Offidal Records ofthe General Assembly, Fortieth Session. Supplement

No. 3 (A/40/3/Rev.I), chaps. I and VI.

24. Requests the Secretary-General to undertake,
through the Department of Public Information of the Sec
retariat, a sustained and broad campaign with a view to
informing world puUic opinion of the facts concerning the
pillaging of natural resources in colonial Territories and
the exploitation of their indigenous populations by foreign
monopolies and, in respect of Namibia, the support they
render to the racist minority regime of South Africa;

25. Appeals to mass media, trade unions and other
fiofi-govemmenuu organizations, as well as individuals, to
co-ordinate and intensify their efforts to mobilize interna
tional public opinion against the policy of the apartheid
regime ofSouth Africa and to work for the enforcement of
economic and other sanctions against that regime and for
encouraging a policy of systematic divestment in corpora
tions doing business in South Africa;

26. Requests the Special Committee on the Situation
with regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples to continue to examine this question and to report
thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-first session.

99th plenary meeting
2 December 1985

40/53. Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples by the specialized
agencies and the international institutions
associated with the United Nations

The General Assembly,
Having considered the item entitled "Implementation of

the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colo
nial Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies and
the international institutions associated with the United
Nations",

Recalling the Declaration on the Granting of Indepen
dence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, contained in its
resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, and the Plan
of Action for the Full Implementation of the Declaration,
contained in the annex to its resolution 35/118 of 11
December 1980, as well as all other relevant resolutions
adopted by the General Assembiy on this subject, inclu
ding in particular resolution 39/43 of 5 December 1984,

Having examined the reperts submitted on the item by
the Secretary-General,42 the Economic and Social Coun
cil43 and the Special Committee on the Situation with
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples,44

Recalling also its resolutions ES-8/2 of 14 September
1981 and 39/50 1)f 12 December 1984 on the question of
Namibia,

Taking into account the relevant provisions of the Paris
Declaration on Namibia and the Programme of Action on
Namibia,4s adopted at the International Conference in
Support of the Struggle of the Namibian People for Inde
pendence, and the Declaration and Programme of Action

I contained in the Final Document adopted by the United
. Nations Council for Namibia at its extraordinary plenary
meetings held at Vienna from 3 to 7 JlL ~ 1985,38

Bearing in mind the relevant provisions of the Political
Declaration adopted by the Seventh Conference of Heads
ofState or Government ofNon-Aligned Countries, held at

44 Ibid., Supplement No. 23 (Al40123), chap, Yii.
4S See Report ofthe International ConferelU:e in Support ofthe Struggle of

the Namibian People for independence. Paris, 25-29 April 1983 !A/
CONF.l20/13), pan three.
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New DelL .mm 7 to 12 March 1983,36 the Final Docu
ment of the Extraordinary Ministerial Meeting of the Co
ordinating Bureau of Non-Aligned Countries on the ques
tion of Namibia, held at New Delhi from 19 to 21 April
1985,37 and other documents of the Co-ordinating Bureau,

Aware that the struggle of the people ofNamibia for self
determination and independence is in its crudal stage and
has sharply intensified as a consequence of the stepped-up
aggression of the illegal colonialist regime of Pretoria
against the people of the Territory and the increased gen
eral support rendered to that regime by certain Western
countries, and the so-called policy of constructive engage
ment, coupled with efforts to deprive the Namibian people
of their hard-won victories in the liberation struggle, and
that it is therefore incumbent upon the entire international
community decisively to intensify concerted action in sup
port of the people ofNamibia and their sole and authentic
representative, the South West Africa People's Organiza
tion, for the attainment of their goal,

Concerned that the policy of"constructive engagement"
with the apartheid regiine of South Africa, linked with the
economic and military collaboration maintained by some
Western countries and Israel with Pretoria, has only
encouraged and strengthened the racist regime in its con
tinued illegal occupation and massive militarization and
exploitation ofNamibia in violation ofthe relevant resolu
tions and decisions of the United Nations,

Gravely concerned at the continued imperialist and neo
colonialist support for South Africa's oppressive and
aggressive policies in Namibia and with respect to inde
pendent States in southern Africa, in particular the front
line States, as exemplified by the discussions and resolu
tions of the Security Council,

Conscious of the worsening of the situation in southern
Africa because of South Africa's racist policies of oppres
sion, aggression and occupation, which constitute a clear
threat to world peace and security,

Deeply conscious of the continuing critical need of the
Namibian people and their national liberation movement,
the South West Africa People's Organization, and of the
peoples ofother colonial Territories for concrete assistance
from the specialized agencies and other organizations of
the United Nations system in their struggle for liberation
from colonial rule and in their efforts to achieve and con
solidate their national independence,

Deeply concerned that, although there has been progress
in the extension of assistance to refugees from Namibia,
the action taken hitherto by the organizations concerned in
providing assistance to the people of the Territory through
their national liberation movement, the South West Africa
People's Organization, still remains inadequate to meet
the urgent and growing needs of the Namibian people,

Reaffirming the responsibility ofthe specialized agencies
and other organizations of the United Nations system to
take all the necessary measures, within their respective
spheres of competence, to ensure the full and speedy
implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples and other
relevant resolutions of the United Nations, particularly
those relating to the provision of moral and material
assistance, on a priority basis, to the peoples of the colo
nial Territories and their national liberation movements,

Expressing itsfirm beliefthat closer contacts and consul
tations between the specialized agencies and other organi
zations of the United Nations system on the one hand and
the Organization of African Unity and the South West
Africa People's Organization on the other will help those

46 Official Records ofthe General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supplement
No. 2.f(A/40123), chap. 11, annex l.

agencies and organizations to overcome procedural and
other difficulties which have impeded or delayed the
implementation of some assistance programmes,

Recalling its resolution 39/50 C of 12 December 1984
requesting all specialized agencies and other organizations
and conferences ofthe United Nations system to grant full
membership to the United Nations Council for Namibia
as the legal Administering Authority for Namibia,

Expressing its appreciation to the General Secretariat of
the Organization of African Unit), for the continued co
operation and assistance it has extended to the specialized
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations
system in connection with the implementation of the rele
vant resolutions of the United Nations,

Expressing its appreciation also to the Governments of
the front-line States for the steadfast support extended to
the people ofNamibia and their national liberation move
ment, the South West Africa People's Organization, in
their just and legitimate struggle for the attainment offree
dom and independence, despite increased anned attacks
by the forces of the racist regime of South Africa, and
aware of the particular needs of those Governments for
assistance in tbat connection,

Commending the continued substantial contribution of
the United Nations Educational, SCientific and Cultural
Organization to the implementation of the Declaration on
the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples and the effective support it provides to the libera
tion movements in educating the populations of colonial
Territories concerning self-determination and indepen
dence,

Noting the support given by the specialized agencies and
other organizations of the United Nations system to the
implementation of the Nationhood Programme for
Namibia, in accordance with General Assembly resolution
32/9 A of 4 November 1977,

Deploring the continued links with and assistance ren
dered to South Africa by certain specialized agencies in the
financial, economic, technical and other fields in contra
vention of the relevant resolutions of the United Nations,
thus enhancing neo-colonialist practices in the system of
international relations,

Gravely concerned at the continued collaboration
between the International Monetary Fund and the Gov
ernment of South Africa in disregard of relevant General
Assembly resolutions, in particular resolution 37/2 of 21
October 1982,

Mindful of the imperative need to keep under continu
ous review the activities of the specialized agencies and
other organizations of the United Nations system in the
implementation of the various United Nations decisions
relating to decolonization,

Bearing in mind the importance of the activities of non
governmental organizations aimed at putting an end to the
assistance which is still being rendered to South Africa by
some specialized agencie,!, . and ~g into accp~t the
consultations held by the Special Committee with non
governmental organizations and the relevant conclusions
and recommendations on the seminars held by the Special
Committee with non-governmental organizations at Port
Moresby from 4 to 7 March 1985 and at Havana from 8 to
10 April 1985,46 .

I. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
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to Colonial Countries and Peoples relating to the ques
tion;47

2. Reaffirms that the specialized agencies and other
organizations and institutions of the United Nations sys
tem should continue to be guided by the relevant resolu
tions of the United Nations in their efforts to contribute,
within their spheres ofcompetence, to the full and speedy
implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, con
tained in General Assembly resolution IS 14 (XV);

3. Reaffirms also that the recognition by the General
Assembly, the Security Council and other United Nations
organs of the legitimacy of the struggle ofcolonial peoples
to exercise their right to self-determination and indepen
dence entails, as a corollary, the extension by the special
ized agencies and other organizations of the United
Nations system of all the necessary moral and material
assistance to those peoples and their national liberation
movements;

4. Expresses its appreciation to those specialized agen
cies and other organizations of the United Nations system
which have continued to co-operate in varying degrees
with the United Nations and the Organization of African
Unity in the implementation ofGeneral Assembly resolu
tion 1514 (XV) and other relevant resolutions of the
United Nations, and urges all the specialized agencies and
other organizations of the United Nations system to accel
erate the full and speedy implementation of the relevant
provisions of those resolutions;

5. Expresses its concern that the assistance extended
thus far by certain specialized agencies and other organiza
tions of the United Nations system to the colonial peoples,
particularly the people of Namibia and their national lib
eration movement, the South West Africa People's Organ
ization, is far from adequate in relation to the actual needs
of the peoples concerned;

6. Requests all specialized agencies and other organiza
tions and bodies of the United Nations sy~tem, in accord
ance with the relevant resolutions ofthe General Assembly
and the Security Council, to take all necessary measures to
withhold from the racist regime of South Africa any form
of co-o~rationand assistance in the financial, economic,
technical and other fields and to discontinue all support to
that regime until the people of Namibia have exercised
fuUytheir inalienable right to self-determination, freedom
and national independence in a united Namibia and until
the inhuman system of apartheid has been totally eradi
cated;

7. Reiterates its conviction that the specialized agencies
and other organizations and bodies of the United Nations
system should refrain from taking any action which might
imply recognition of, or support for, the legitimacy of the
domination of the Territory of Namibia by the racist
regime of South Africa; .

8. Regrets that the Worid Bank and also the Interna
tional Monetary Fund continue to maintain links with the
racist regime of Pretoria, as exemplified by the continued
participation ofSouth Africa in the work of both agencies,
and expresse~ the view that the two agencies should put an
end to all links with the racist regime;

9. Strongly condemns the persistent collaboration
between the International Monetary Fund and South
Africa in disregard of repeated resolutions to the contrary
by the General Assembly, and calls upon the International
Monetary Fund to put an end to such collaboration and
not to grant any new loans to the racist regime of South
Africa;

47 Ibid., chap. VII.

10. Urges once again the executive heads of the World
Bank and the International Monetary Fund to draw the
particular attention of their governing bodies to the pres
ent resolution with a view to formulating specific pro
grammes beneficial to the peoples of the colonial Terri
tories, particularly N!lmibia;

It. Requests the specialized agencies and other organi
zations ofthe United Nations system to render or continue
to render, as a matter of urgency, all possible moral and
material assistance to the colonial peoples: struggling for
liberation from colonial rule, bearing in mind that such
assistance should not only meet their immediate needs but
also create conditions for development after they have
exercised their right to self-determination and indepen
dence;

12. Requests once again the specialized agencies and
other organizations of the United Nations system to con
tinue to provide all moral and material assistance to the
newly independent and emerging States so as to enable
them to achieve genuine economic independence;

13. Reiterates its recommendation that the specialized
agencies· and other organizations of t~e United Nations
system should initiate or broaden contacts and co-opera
tion with the colonial peoples and their national liberation
movements directly or, where appropriate, through the
Organization of African Unity, and review, and introduce
greater flexibility in, their procedures with respect to the
formulation and preparation of assistance programmes
and projects so as to be able to extend the necessary assist
ance without delay to help the colonial peoples and their
national liberation movements in their struggle to ex.:.'l'Cise
their inalienable right to self-determination and indepen
dence in accordance with General Assembly resolution
1514 (XV);

14. Recommends that a separate item on assistance to
nation~ liberation movements recog:rili:ed by the Organi
zation of African Unity should be included in the agenda
of future high-level meetings between the Genera! Secreta
riat of the Organization of African Unity and the secreta
riats of the United Nations and other organizations of the
United Nations system with a view to strengthening fur
ther the existing measures of co-ordination of action to
ensure the best use ofavailable resources for assistance to
the peoples of the colonial Territories;

15. Urges the specialized agencies and other organiza·
tions of the United NatioL6 system that have not already
done so to include in the agenda of the regular meetings of
their gov-:rning bodies a separate item on the progress they
have made in the implementation of General Assembly
resolution 1514 (XV) and the other relevant resolutions of
the United Nations;

16. Urges the speciaided agencies and other organiza
tions and institutions of the United Nations system to
extend, as a matter of priority, substantial material assist
ance to the Governments of the front-line States in order
to enable them to support more effectively the struggle of
the people of Namibia for freedom and independence and
to resist the violation of their territorial integrity by the
armed forces of the racist regime of South Africa directly
pr, 1S in Angola and Mozambique, through puppet traitor
groups in the service of Pretoria;

17. Notes with satisfaction the arrangements made by
several specialized agencies and other organizations of the
United Nations system which enable representatives ofthe
national liberation movements recognized by the Organi
zation of African Unity to participate fully as observers in
the proceedings relating to matters concerning their
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respective countries, and calls upon those agencies and
organizations that have not yet done so to follow this
example and to make the necessary arrangements without
delay;

18. Urges the specialized agencies and other organiza
tions and institutions of the United Nations system to
assist in accelerating progress in all sectors of the national
life ofcolonial Territories, particularly in the development
of their economies;

19. Requests the specialized agencies to abide by Secu
rity Council resolution 566 (1985) of 19 June 1985, in
which the Council condemned the racist regime of South
Africa for its installation of a so-called interim Govern
ment in Namibia and declared that action to be illegal and
null and void;

20. Recommends that all Governments should inten
sify their efforts in the specialized agencies' and other
organizations of the United Nations system of which they
are members to ensure the full and effective implementa
tion of General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV) and other
relevant resolutions of the United Nations and, in that
connection, should accord priority to the question of pro
viding assistance on an emergency basis to the peoples of
the colonial Territories and their national liberation move
ments;

21. Reiterates its proposal, under article III of the
Agreement between the United Nations and the Interna
tional Monetary Fund,48 for the urgent inclusion in the
agenda of the Board of Governors of the Fund of an item
dealing with the relationship between the Fund and South
Africa, and further reiterates its proposal that, in pursu
ance of article 11 of the Agreement, the relevant organs of
the United Nations should participate in any meeting of
the Board ofGovernors called by the Fund for the purpose
of discuflSing the item, and wges the Fund to discuss its
relationship with South Africa at itr annual meeting, in
compliance with the above-mentioned Agreement, and to
report to the Secretary-General of the United Nations on
the lJction taken;

22. Draws the attention of the specialized ag€;ncies and
other organizlitiont\ of the United Nations sy,:;tem to the
Plan ofAction for the Full Implementation of the Declara
tion on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples, contained in the annex to General
Assembly resolution 35/118, in particular to those provi
sions calling upon the agencies and organizations to render
all possible moral and material assistance to the peoples of
the colonial Territories and to their national liberation
movements;

23. Urges the executive heads of the specialized agen
cies and other organizations of the United Nations system,
having regard to the provisions of paragraphs 13 and 22
above, to formulate, with the active co-uperation of the
Organization of African Unity where appropriate, and to
submit, as a matter of priority, to their governing and leg
islative organs concrete proposals for the full implementa
tion of the relevant United Nations decisions, in particular
specific programmes of assistance to the peoples of the
colonial Territories and their national liberatien move
ments;

24. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to
assist the specialized agencies an<i other organizations of
the United Nations system in work.mg out appropriate
measures for implementing the relevant resolutions of the
United Nations and to prepare for submission to the rele
vant bodies, with the assistance of those agencies and

48 Sec Agreemtnts between the United Nations and the Specialized Agencies
and the International Atomic Energy Agency (United Nations publication,
Sales No. EIF.6I.X.I), p. 61.

organizations, a report on the action taken in implementa
tion of the relevant resolutions, including the present reso
lution, since the circulation of his previous report;

25. Requests the Economic and Social Council to con
tinue to consider, in consultation with the Special Com
mittee on the Situation with regard to the Implementation
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples, appropriate measures for
co-ordination of the policies and activities of the special
ized agencies and other organizations of the United
Nations system in implementing the relevant resolutions
of the General Assembly;

26. Requests the specialized agencies to report period
ically to the Secretary-General of the United Nations on
their implementation of the present resolution;

27. Requests the Special Committee to continue to
examine this question and to report thereon to the General
Assembly at its forty-first session.

99th plenary meeting
2 December 1985

40/54. United Nations Edncational and Training
Programme for Sonthern Africa

The General Assembly,
Recalling its earlier resolutions on the United Nations

Educational and Training Programme for Southern Africa,
in particular resolution 39/44 of 5 December 1934,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General49
containing an account of the work of the Advisory Com
mittee on the United Nations Educational and Training
Programme for So..thern Africa and the administration of
the Programme for the period from I October 1984 to 15
October 1985,

Recognizing the valuable assistance rendered by the
Programme to the peoples of South Africa and Namibia,

Noting with satisfaction that educational and technical
assistance for southern Africa has become a growing con
cern of the international community,

Fully recognizing the need at this critical juncture in
southern Africa to provide educational opportunities and
counselling to a greater number of student refugees in a
wide variety of professional, cultural and linguistic disci
plines, as well as opportunities for vocational and techni
cal training and for advanced studies at graduate and post
graduate levels in the priority fields of study,

Strongly convinced that the continuation and expansion
of the Programme is essential in order to meet the increas
ing demand for educational and training assistance to stu
dents from South Africa and Namibia,

1. Endorses the report of the Secretary-General on the
United Nations Educational and.Training Programme for
Southern Africa;

2. Commends the Secretary-General and the Advisory
Committee on the United Nations Educational and Train
ing Programme for Southern Africa for their continued
efforts to promote generous contributions· to the Pro
gramme and to enhance co-operoOltion with governmental,
intergovernmental and non-governmental agencies
involved in educational and technical assistance for south
ern Africa;

3. Expresses its appreciation to all those that have sup
ported the Programme by providing contributions, schol
arships or places in their educational institutions;

49 Al40178I.

,
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4. Appeals to all States, institutions, organizations and
individuals to offer greater financial and other support to
the Programme in order to secure its continuation and
steady expansion.

99th plenary meeting
2 December 1985

40/55. Offers by Member States of study and train
ing facilities for inhabitants of Non-8eIf-Gov
erning Territories

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 39/45 of 5 December 1984,
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General

on offers by Member States of study and training facilities
for inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing Territories,so pre
pared pursuant to General Assembly resolution 845 (IX)
of 22 November 1954,

Considering that more scholarships should be made
available to the inhabitants of Non-Self-Governing Terri
tories in all parts of the world and that steps should be
taken to encourage applications from students in those
Territories,

I. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;

so AJ401718.

2. Expresses its appreciation to those Member States
that have made scholarships available to the inhabitants of
Non-Self-Governing Territories;

3. Invites all States to make or continue to make gener
ous offers ofstudy and training facilities to the inhabitants
of those Territories that have not yet attained self-govern
ment or independence and, wherever possible, to provide
travel funds to prospective students;

4. Urges the administering Powers to take effective
measures to ensure the widespread and continuous dis
semination in the Territories under their administration of
information relating to offers of study and training facili
ties made by States and to provide all the necessary facili
ties to enable students to avail themselves of such offers;

5. Reques/s the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session on the implementa
tion of the present resolution;

6. Draws the attention ofthe Special Committee on the
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Decla
ration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples to the present resolution.

99th plenary meeting
2 December 1985
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40/59. Financing of the United Nations Disengage
ment Observer Force

A

The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
on the financing of the United Nations Disengagement
Observer Force,2 as well as the related report of the Advi
sory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Ques
tions,3

Bearing in mind Security Council resolutions 350 (1974)
of 31 May 1974, 363 (1974) of 29 November 1974, 369
(1975) of28 May 1975,381 (1975) of30 November 1975,
390 (1976) of 28 May 1976,398 (1976) of 30 November
1976, 408 (1977) of 26 May 1977, 420 (1977) of 30
November 1977,429 (1978) onl May 1978,441 (1978)
of 30 November 1978,449 (1979) of 30 May 1979,456
(1979) of30 November 1979,470 (1980) of 30 May 1980,
481 (1980) of 26 November 1980,485 (1981) of 22 May
1981,493 (1981) of 23 November 1981, 506 (1982) of 26
May 1982, 524 (1982) of 29 NovemberJ982, 531 (1983)
of 26 May 1983, 543 (1983) of 29 November 1983, 551
(1984) of30 May 1984,557 (1984) of28 November 1984,
563 (1985) of 21 May 1985 and 576 (1985) of 21
November 1985,

Recalling its resolutions 310 I (XXVIII) of II December
1973, 3211 B (XXIX) of 29 November 1974, 3374 C
(XXX) of 2 December 1975, 31/5 D of 22 December
1976,32/4 C of2 December 1977,33/13 D of8 Decem
ber 1978, 34/7 C of3 December 1979, 35/44 of I Decem
ber 1980, 35/45 A of I December 1980, 36/66 A of 30
November 1981,37/38 A 000 November 1982,38/35 A
of I December 1983 and 39/28 A of 30 November 1984,

Reaffirming its previous decisions regarding the fact
that, in order to meet the expenditures caused by such
operations, a different procedure is required from that
applied to meet expenditures of the regular budget of the
United Nations,

Taking into account the fact that the economically more
developed countries are in a position to make relatively
larger contributions and that the economically less
developed countries have a relatively limited capacity to
contribute towards peace-keeping operations involving
heavy expenditures,

Bearing in mind the special responsibilities of the States
permanent members of the Security Council in the finan
cing of such operations, as indicated in General Assembly
resolution 1874 (S-IV) of 27 June 1963 and other resolu
tions of the Assembly,

2A/40I7S4.

I

Decides to appropriate to the Special Account referred to
in section 11, paragraph I, ofGeneral Assembly resolution
3211 B (XXIX) the amount of $17,852,496 gross
($17,592,000 net) authorized and apportioned by section
III ofAssembly resolution 39/28 A for the operation of the
United Nations Disengagement Observer Force for the
period from I June to 30 November l. 985, inclusive;

11

I. Decides to appropriate to the Special Account an
amount of $18,282,000 for the operation of the United
Nations Disengagement Observer Force for the period
from I December 1985 to 31 May 1986, inclusive;

2. Decides further, as an ad hoc arrangement, without
prejudice to the positions ofprinciple that may be taken by
Member States in any consideration by the General
Assembly ofarrangements for the financing ofpeace-keep
ing oPerations, to apportion the amount of $18,282,000
among Member States in accordance with the scheme set
out in Assembly resolution 3101 (XXVIII) and the provi
sions of section 11, paragraphs 2 (b) and 2 (c), and section
V, paragraph I, of resolution 3374.C (XXX), section V,
paragraph I, of resolution 31/5 D, section V, paragraph I,
of resolution 32/4 C, section V, paragraph I, of resolution
33/13 D, section V, paragraph I, of resolution 34/7 C, sec
tion V, paragraph I, of resolution 35/45 A, section V,
paragraph I, of resolution 36/66 A, section V, paragraph
I, of resolution 37/38 A ana section V, paragraphs I and
2, of resolution 39/28 A; the scale of assessments for the
years 1983, 1984 and 1985 shall be applied against a por
tion thereof, that is $3,047,000, being the amount pertain
ing on a pro rata basis to the month of December 1985,
and the scale of assessments for the years 1986, 1987 and
1988 shall be applied against the balance, that is
$15,235,000, for the period thereafter;

3. Decides that there shall be set off against the appor
tionment among Member States, as provided in paragraph
2 above, their respective share in the estimated income of
$10,000 other than staff assessment income approved for
the period from I December 1985 to 31 May 1986, inclu-

I sive;

4. Decides that, in accordance with the provisions of
its resolution 973 (X) of 15 December 1955, there shall be
set off against the apportionment among Member States,
as provided for in paragraph 2 above, their respective
share in the Tax Equalization Fupd of the estimated staff
assessment income of $337,500 approved for the period
from I December 1985 to 31 May 1986, inclusive;

3 A/40/948.
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III

Authorizes the Secretary-General to enter into commit
ments for the United Nations Disengagement Observer
Force at a rate not to exceed $3,047,000 gross ($2,989,083
net) per month for the period from I June to 30 November
1986, inclusive, should the Security Council decide to con
tinue the Force beyond the period of six months author
ized under its resolution 576 (1985), the said amount to be
apportioned among Member States in accordance with the
scheme set out in the present resolution;

IV

I. Stresses the need for voluntary contributions to the
United Nations Disengagement Observer Force, both in
cash and in the form ofservices and supplies acceptable to
the Secretary-General;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to take all necessary
action to ensure that the United Nations Disengagement
Observer Force is conducted with a maximum ofefficiency
and economy.
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B

The General Assembly,

Having regard to the financial position of the Special
Account for the United Nations Emergency Force and the
United Nations Disen~gement Observer Force, as set
forth in the report of the Secretary-General,2 and referring
to paragraph 5 of the report ofthe Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions,3

Mindful of the fact that it is essential to provide the
United Nations Disengagement Observer Force with the
nea;:ssary financial resources to enable it to fulfil its
responsibilities under the relevant resolutions of the Secu
rity Council,

Concerned that the Secretary-General is continuing to
face growing difficulties in meeting the obligations of the
Forces on a current basis, particularly those due to the
Governments of troop-contributing States,

Recalling its resolutions 33/13 E of 14 December 1978,
34/7 D of 17 December 1979, 35145 B of I December
1980, 36/66 B of 30 November 1981, 37/38 B of 30
November 1982, 38/35 B of I December 1983 and 39128
B of 30 November 1984,

Recognizing that, in consequence of the withholding of
contributions by certain Member States, the surplus bal
ances in the Special AccOl.m.t for the United Nations Emer
gency Force and the United Nations Disengagement
Observer Force have, in effect, been drawn upon to the full
extent to supplement the income received from contribu
tions for meeting expenses of the Forces,

Concerned that the application of the provisions ofregu
iations 5.2 (b), 5.2 (d), 4.3 and 4.4 of the Financial Regula
tions of the United Nations would aggravate the already
difficult financial situation of the Forces,

• OlJi£ial Records of the General Assembly. Fortieth Session. Supplement
No. SA (Al40/SIAdd.I), sects. I and VI.

Slbid., Supplement No. 58 (Al40/SIAdd.2), part one, sects. I and V.
6 Ibid., Supplement No. 5C (Al40/SIAdd.3), sects. I and VI.
'Ibid., Supplement No. 5D (Al40/SIAdd.4), sects. I and VI.
8 Ibid., Supplement No. 5E (Al40/SIAdd,S), sect. Ill.
9 Ibid., Supplement No. 5G (Al40/SIAdd.7), sects. I and VI.
10 Ibid., Supplement No. 51 (Al40/SIAdd.9), sects. I and V.

Decides that the provisions of regulations 5.2 (b), 5.2 (d),
4.3 and 4.4 of the Financial Regulations of the United
Nations shall be suspended in respect of the amount of
$3,250,131, which otherwise would have to be surren
dered pursuant to those provisions, this amount to be
entered into the account referred to in the operative part of
General Assembly resolution 33/iJ E and held in suspense
until a further decision is taken by the Assembly.
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40/238. Financial reports and audited financial
statements, and reports of the Board of
Auditors

The General Assembly,

Having considered the financial reports and audited
financial statements for the period ended 31 December
1984 of the United Nations Development Programme,·
the United Nations Children's Fund,S the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East,6 the United Nations Institute for Training &Dd
Research,' the voluntary funds administered by the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,S the
United Nations Fund for Population Activities9 and the
United Nations Industrial Development Fund, 10 the audit
opinions of the Board of Auditors ll and the report of the
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions, 12

Taking into account the views expressed by delegations
during the debate in the Fifth Committee,13 particularly in
support of measures for the efficient and smmd financial
management and control of the United Nation!'. family of
organizations,

I. Accepts the financial reports and audif.ed financial
statements and the audit opinions of the BorEd of Audit
ors;

2. Concurs with the observations and comments made
by the Advisory Committee on Administrative and
Budgetary Questions in its report;

3. Requests the Board of Auditors and the Advisory
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions to
continue to pay close attention to the efficiency of the
financial procedures and controls, the accounting system
and related administrative and management areas in
accordance with regulation 12.5 of the Financial Regula
tions of the United Nations;

4. Requests the Board of Auditors to submit to the
General Assembly in future, in a separate, concise docu
ment, a synthesis of the main observations of common
interest as related to paragraph 3 above;

5. Also requests the Board of Auditors and the Advi
sory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Ques
tions to keep under review the financial reserves held by
United Nations organizations reported on to the General
Assembly and to report to the Assembly accordingly;

6. Further requests the executive heads of the organiza
tions and programmes concerned within the United
Nations system to take such remedial action in areas fall
ing within their competence as may be required by the

11 Ibid., Supplement NI-. .5A (Al40/SIAdd.I), sect. IV; ibid., Supplement
No. 58 (Al40/SIAdd.2), part ~ lie. sect. Ill; ibid., Supplement No. 5C (Al40/SI
Add.3), sect. IV; ibid., SuppleTi,ent No. 5D (Al40/5IAdd.4), sect. IV; ibid.,
Supplement No. 5E (Al40/SIAdli,S), sect. 11; ibid., Supplement No. 5G (AI
40/S1Add.7), sect. IV; and ibid., S'upplement No. 51 (Al40/SIAdd.9), sect. IV.

12 Al40/63S.
13 See Official Records of "le General Assembly. Fortieth Session. Fifth

Committee. 4th to 9th and 14tll meetings.
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observations and comments made by the BO'aI"d of Audit
ors in its reports and to report thereon to the Board;

7. Renews its invitation to the governing bodies of the
organizations concerned to consider each year at their reg
ular sessions the remedial action taken by the respective
executive heads in response to the observations and com
ments made by the Board of Auditors in its reports;

8. Further requests the Board of Auditors to include in
its annual reports comments on the measures taken to
comply with its previous recommendations.

121st plenary meeting
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40/239. Programme budget for the biennium 1984-1985

A

FINAL BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE BIENNIUM 1984-1985

The General Assembly

Resolves that for the biennium 1984-1985:
1. The amount of$I,611,551,200 appropriated by its resolution 39/237 A of 18 December 1984 shall be decreased

by $2,597,200 as follows:

3936000 (673800) 3262200

3772 200 (225900) 3546300
3995200 • 126 100 4 121 300

620900 60500 681400

50056800 (399700) 49657 100

18 100400 368900 18469300

3926600 (32200) 3894400
9783500 (755 200) 9028300

22784800 712300 23497 100

34998000 (1 076 100) 33921 900

43210 300 (2 267 800) 40942500
46358 100 (360 lOO) 45998000
27302800 (373000) 26929800

51 577 500 (447 100) 51 130400
7892300 (251 700) 7640600

74323300 4367.900 78691 200
9976300 38700 10 015 000

8816900 (391 100) 8425800
5451 600 24500 5476'100

Section
PART I. Overall policy-making, direction and co

ordination
1. Overall policy-making, direction and co-ordination

TOTAL, PART I
PART 11. Political and Security Council affairs;

peace-keeping activities
2A. Political and Security Council affairs; peace-keeping

activities .
2B. Department for Disarmament Affairs .

TOTAL, PART II
PART Ill. Political affairs, trusteeship and decoloni

zation
3. Political affairs, trusteeship and decolonization ....

TOTAL, PART III
PART IV. Economic, social and humanitarian activ

ities
4.~?licy-making organs (economic and social activ-

ItIes) ....................•......................
5A. Office of the Director..General for Development and

International Economic Co-operation .
5B. Centre for Science and Technology for Development
5e. Regional Commissions Liaison Office .
6. Department of International Economic and Social

Affairs .
7. Department ofTechnical Co-operation for Develop-

ment .
8. Office of Secretariat Services for Economic and

Social Matters .
9. Transnational corporations .

10. Economic Commission for Europe .
11. Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the

Pacific .
12. Economic Commission for Latin America and the

Caribbean .
13. Economic Commission for Africa .
14. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia I

15. United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop- .
ment .

16. International Trade Centre .
17. United Nations Industrial Development Organiza-

tion .
18. United Nations Environment Programme .
19. United Nations Centre for Human Settlements

(Habitat) .
20. International drug control : ..

Amount appropriated
-by resolution

39/237 A

40173400
40 173 400

82267900
9316500

91 584400

28696500
28696500

Increase or
(decrease)

(US dollars)

(1 706600)
(l 706600)

(1 045900)
(36300)

(I 082200)

(2 175 100)
(2 175 100)

Final appropriation

38466800
38466800

81 222 eoo
9280200

90502200

26 521 400
26521 400
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Amount approprimed
Increase orby resolution

39/237 A (decrease) nlUll appropriatior.

Section (US dollars)
21. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for

Refugees ....................................... 28484400 596900 29081 300
22. Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-

ordinator ...................................... 4794000 382800 5 176800
23. Human rights .................................. 10 310 000 934800 11 244800
24. Regular programme of technical c.o-operation ...... 32932900 (504200) 32428700

TOTAL, PART IV 503404800 (14450C} 503260300
PART V. International justice and law

25. International Court of Justice .................... 9049700 940200 9989900
26. Legal activities ................................. 15040700 (1 903700) 13 137000-----

TOTAL, PART V 24090400 (963500) 23 126.900
PART VI. Public information

27. Public infonnation .............................. 70 170600 (990700) 69 179900
TOTAL, PART VI 70 170600 (990700) 69 179900

PART VII. Common support services
28. Administration and management ................. 303456500 8531 600 311 988 100
29. Conference and library services .................. 266603700 (2624400) 263979300

TOTAL, PART VII 570060200 5907200 575967400
PART VIII. Special expenses

30. United Nations bond issue ...................... 16769 100 (143000) 16626 100
TOTAL, PART VIII 16769 100 (143000) 16626 100

PART IX. Staffassessment
31. Staff assessment ................................ 244735600 (527800) 244 207 800

TOTAL, PART IX 244735600 (527800) 244207800
PART X. Capital expenditures

32. Construction, alteration, improvement and major
maintenance of premises ........................ 20366200 (171 000) 20 195200

TOTAL, PART X 20366200 (171 000) 20 195200
PART XI. Special grants

33. Grant to the United Nations Institute for Training
and Research ................................... I 500000 (600000) 900000

TOTAL, PART XI 1 500000 (600000) 900000
GRAND TOTAL 1611 551 200 (2597200) 1 608954000

2. The Secretary-General shall be authorized to transfer credits between sections of the budget with the concurrence
of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions;

3. The total net provision made under the various sections of the budget for contractual printing shall be adminis
tered as a unit under the direction of the U1tuted Nations Publications Board;

4. The appropriations for the regular programme of technicaI co-operation under section 24, part IV, shall be
administered in accordance with the Financial Regulations ofthe United Nations, except that the definition ofobligations
and the period of validity of obligations shall be subject to the following procedures:

(a) Obligations for personal services established in the current biennium shall be valid for the succeeding biennium,
provided that appointments of the experts concerned are effected by the end of the current biennium and that the total
period to be covered by obligations established for these purposes against the resources of the current biennium shall not
exceed twenty-four work-months;

(b) Obligations established in the current biennium for fellowships shall remain valid until liquidated, provided that
the fellow has been nominated by the requesting Government and accepted by the Organization and that a fonnalletter of
award has been issued to the requesting Governments;

(c) Obligations in respect of contracts or purchase orders for supplies or equipment recorded in the current bien
nium will remain valid until payment is effected to the contractor or vendor, unless they are cancelled; .

5. In addition to the appropriations voted under paragraph I above, an amount of$19,000 is appropriated for each
year of the biennium 1984-1985 from the accumulated income of the Library Endowment Fund for the purchase of
books, periodicals, maps and library equipment and for such other expenses of the Library at the Palais des Nations as are
in accordance with the objects and provisions of the endowment;

6. If savings are realized in the liquidation of obligations for the biennium 1984-1985, such savings up to
$3,100,000 and any savings arising out of the appropriation of$I,950,700 for the General Service classification exercise
shall be surrendered as if regulations 4.3, 4.4 and 5.2 (d) of the Financial Regulations of the United Nations had not been
suspended.

121st plenary meeting
18 December 1985



17 Ibid.• Supplemem No. 3 (A!40/3/Rev.I).
18 Ibid.• Supplement No. 38 (A!40/38 and Corr.I). chap. IX.
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grammatic coverage and further refinements in the output
citations;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to continue his
efforts to improve the analytical procedure leading to a
more transparent presentation· of all sections of the pro
gramme budget;

5. Reiterates the importance of the programme plan
ning and budgeting cycle and, in that context, the necessity
of reinforcing the monitoring and evaluation capacity of
the United Nations so as to provide Member States with a
basis for more informed decision-making;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session, through the
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination at its
twenty-sixth session, a report on the further experience
gained in the implementation ofGeneral Assembly resolu
tion 38/227 A., section 11, paragraph 7;

7. Dl!cides that the relevant conclusions and recom
mendations of the Committee for Programme and Co
ordination, as well as the related portions of its report,
should be brought to the attention of its Main Committees
for information;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to issue the regula
tions and rules governing programme planning, the pro
gramme aspects of the budget, the monitoring of imple
mentation and the methods of evaluation in the same
format as the Financial Regulations and Rules of the
United Nations, and to annex to the regulations and rules
the text of the resolutions and decisions on programme
planning adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty
seventh, thirty-eighth and thirty-ninth sessions;

•

B

General Assembly-Fortietb Session

FINAL INCOME ESTIMATES FOR THE BIENNIUM 1984-1985

Amount Qf.proved
by ",so u/ion Increase or Fina/ approved

39/237 B (da:Tl'aSt!) es/i1lUJ1n

Income sec/ion (US dollars)
PART I. Income from staffassessment

1. Income from staff assessment .................... 246896300 931 700 247828000
TOTAL, PART I 246896300 931 700 247828000

PART 11. Other income
2; General income ................................ 35617800 633000 36250800
3. Revenue-producing activities .................... 18925000 (8658300) 10 266700

TOTAL, PART 11 54542800 (8025 300) 46517500
GRAND TOTAL 301 439 100 (7093600) 294345500

282

The General Assembly

Resolves that for the biennium 1984-1935:
I. The estimates of income other than assessments on Member States in the amount 0[$54,542,800 approved by its

resolution 39/237 B of 18 December 1984 shall be decreased by $7,093,600 as follows:

14 Ibid., Fortie/h Session. Supplement No. 38 (A!40/38 and Corr.I); and AI
40/38/Add. I.

15 Ibid., Supplement No. 7 (A!4017).
16 Ibid., Supplement No. 6 (A!40/6).

2. The income from staff assessment shall be credited to the Tax Equalization Fund in accordance with the provi
sions of General Assembly resolution 973 (X) of 15 December 1955;

3. Direct expenses of the United Nations Postal Administration, services to visitors, catering and related services,
garage operations, television services and the sale of publications, not provided for under the budget appropriations, shall
be charged against the income derived from those activities.

40/240. Programme planning

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolutions 32/197 of 20 December 1977,

33/118 of 19 December 1978, 34/224 of 20 December
1979, 35/9 of 3 November 1980, 36/228 of 18 December
1981,37/234 of21 December 1982,38/227 of 20 Decem
ber 1983 and 39/238 of 18 December 1984,

Having considered the report of the Committee for Pro
gramme and Co-ordination on the work of its twenty-fifth
session14 and the first report of the Advisory Committee
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions on the pro
posed programme budget for the biennium 1986-1987,15

Having considered also the proposed programme budget
for the biennium 1986-1987,16

Having consideredfurther chapter VI, sections C and D,
of the report of the Economic and Social Council,17

Noting also the intensive discussion in the Fifth Com
mittee of the General Assembly on programme planning,

1. Approves those conclusions and recommendations
made by the Committee for Programme and Co-ordina
tion at its twenty-fifth session18 not otherwise decided
upon in the context of the consideration by the General
Assembly of the proposed programme budget for the bien
nium 1986-1987, nor dealt with by the Economic and
Social Council in its resolution 1985/78;

2. Endorses Economic and Social Council resolutions'
1985/76, 1985/77 and 1985/78 of 26 July 1985; .

3. Takes note with satisfaction of the qu.alitative
improvements in the presentation of the programme
aspects of the proposed programme budget for the bien
nium 1986-1987,16 in particular the expansio'n of pro-
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9. Endorses the decision of the Committee for Pro
gramme and Co-ordination to include in the provisional
agenda of its twenty-sixth session an item on the improve
ment of the work of the Committee under its mandate,
inter alia, with a view to its consideration of future pro
gramme budgets and medium-term plans,19 as well as to
enhance the instruments of co-ordination, and considers
this decision a positive step toward enhancing the effec
tiveness of the Committee as the main subsidiary organ of
the Econ(\mic and Social Council and the General Assem
bly for planning, programming and co-ordination.

121s[ plenary meeting
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40/241. Financial emergency of the United Nations

A

The General Assembly,
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General

on the analysis of the financial situation of the United
Nations2o and the related report of the Advisory Commit
tee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions,21

Recalling its resolutions 3049 A (XXVII) of 19 Decem
ber 1972, 3538 (XXX) of 17 December 1975, 32/104 of
14 December 1977,35/113 of 10 December 1980,36/116
B of 10 December 1981, 37/13 of 16 November 1982, 38/
228 B of20 December 1983 and 39/239 B of 18 December
1984,

Mindful of the report of the Negotiating Committee on
the Financial Emergency of the United Nations22 and of
the views expressed by Member States thereon at the
thirty-second session of the Genera ,ssembly,23

Reiterating earlier appeals to Member States, without
prejudice to their position of principle, to make voluntary
contributions to the Specia! Account referred to in annex
V to the report of the Secr::Ulry-General on the analysis of
the'financial situation of the United Nations,2o

Noting with concern that the short-term deficit of the
Organization is expected to exceed $390 million as at 31
December 1985,

Concerned at the increasingly precarious financial situa
tion of peace-keeping operations and, in particular, its
adverse impact on developing-country troop contributors,

Noting also with concern that delays and partial payment
of assessed contributions continue to create serious cash
flow problems for the Organization,

Considering the possibility that for many Member States
administrative C'Alsiderations, including a calendar differ
ence between the national fiscal year and that of the
Organization, may be responsible for the delay in the pay
ment of assessed contributions,

Taking note of the views expressed in the Fifth Commit
tee,24

I. Reaffirms its commitment to seek a comprehensive
and generally acceptable solution to the financial problems
of the United Nations, based on the principle of collective
financial responsibility of Member States and in strict
compliance with the Charter of the United Nations;

2. Urges all Member States to meet their financial obli
gations;

19 Ibid.• para. 764.
20 AlC.5/40/16.
21 Al40/83 I.
22 Ol/i£ial Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-first Session, Supple

ment No. 37 (Al31/37).

3. Renews its appeal to all Member States to make
their best efforts to overcome constraints to the prompt
payment early each year of full assessed contributions and
of advances to the Working Capital Fund;

4. Expresses its appreciation to all Member States
which pay their assessed contributions in full within thirty
days of the receipt of the Secretary-General's communica
tion, in accordance with regulation 5.4 of the Financial
Regulations of the United Nations;

5. Requests the Secretary-General, in addition to his
official communications to the permanent representatives
of Member States, to approach, as and when appropriate,
the Governments of Member States for the purpose of
encouraging expeditious payment in full ofassessed contri
butions, in compliance with regulation 5.4 of the Financial
Regulations of the United Nations;

6. Invites Member States also to provide, in response
to the Secretary-General's official communication and
consistent with regulation 5.4 of the F~"\ancial Regulations
of the United Nations, informs. 'I regarding their
expected pattern of payments, in U'i";~r to facilitate the
financial planning by the Secretary-C,;neral;

7. Requests the Negotiating Committee on the Finan
cial Emergency of the United Nations to keep the financial
situation of the Organization under review and to report,
as and when appropriate, t'.:ie General Assembly;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session detailed infor
mation relating to the extent, rate of increase and compo
sition of the deficit of the Organization, the pattern ofpay
ments of Member States, the cast-flow situation and
voluntary contributions received from Member States and
other sources pursuant to Assembly resolutions 2053 A
(XX) of 15 December 1965 and 3049 A (XXVII) of 19
December 1972;

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Financial emergency
of the United Nations".
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B

The General Assembly,

Having considered the various options to alleviate the
financial difficulties of the United Nations, summarized in
section IV of the report of the Secretary-General,20 as well
as the related report of the Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions,2s

1. Decides to accept the recommendation of the Advi
sory Committee on Administrative and. Budgetary Ques
tions in paragraph 14 of its report that the provisions of
regulations 4.3, 4.4 and 5.2 (d) of the Financial Regula
tions ofthe United Nations be suspended in respect ofreg
ular budget surpluses arising at the end of the biennium
1984-1985;

2. Recommends that the Secretary-General continue to
study various options to alleviate the financial difficulties
of the Organization, taking into account the views ex-

23 Ibid.• Thirty-second Session, Fifth Commillee. 32nd. 33rd, 35th. 37th.
39th and 6Cth meetings; and ibid., Fifth Commillee. Sessiontll Fascicle. corri
gendum.

24 Ibid., Fortieth Session, Fifth Commillee. 37th. 45th to 47th. 50th and
67th meetings; and ibid.• Fifth Commillee, Sessiontll Fascicle. corrigendum.

2S Al40/831. paras. 6·15.
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40/242. J~:!~ t\)f special postage stamps

The I -;eneral Assembly

Having considered the report of th~ ~ecretary-General

on the analysis of the financial situation of the United
Nations1o and the related report of the Advisory Commit
tee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions,21

Recalling its resolution 39/239 A of 18 December 1984,

Recognizing that, pending a comprehensive settlement
of the differences which have given rise to the financial
emei'gency of the Organization, partial or interim steps
could enhance the liquidity of the Organization and allevi
ate its financial difficulties to some extent,

Noting with satisfaction that the project on the issue of
special postage stamps on the social and economic crisis in
Africa is well under way,

1. Decides, in accordance with its resolution 391239 A,
to place one half of the revenue earned therefrom at the
disposal of the Secretary-General for the implementation
ofobjectives as detailed in the Declaration on the Critical
Economic Situation in Africa,26 adopted by the General
Assembly on 3 December 1984, and to place the remain
ing half in a special account;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to take all necessary
steps to economize on the operational expenses of the
project on the issue of special postage stamps with a view
to increasing the net revenue and to submit a financial
report to the General Assembly at its forty-first session;

3. Also requests the Secretary-General to explore the
possibility of having recourse to other feasible revenue·
producing activities that could be' undertaken by the
United Nations.
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40/243. Pattern of conferences

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 1202 (XII) of 13 December
1957, 1851 (XVII) of 19 December 1962, 1987 (XVIII) of
17 December 1963, 2116 (XX) of 21 December 1965,
2239 (XXI) of 20 December 1966, 2361 (XXII) of 19
December 1967, 2478 (XXIII) of 21 December 1968,
2609 (XXIV) of 16 December 1969,2693 (XXV) of 11
December 1970, 2834 (XXVI) of 17 December 1971,
2960 (XXVII) of 13 December 1972, 3350 (XXIX) and
3351 (XXIX) of 18 December 1974, 3491 (XXX) of 15
December 1975,31/140, section I, of 17 December 1976,
38/32 C of25 November 1983 and 39/68 C of 13 Decem
ber 1984,

I

Having considered the report of the Committee on Con
ferences,27

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
Committee 0 1 Conferences;

26 Resolution 39129. annex.
27 Official Records ofthe General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supplement

No. JZ(A/40/32).

2. Approves the draft cal~ndar of conferences and
meetings of the United Nations for the biennium 1986
1987 as submitted by the Committee on Conferences;28

3. Authorizes the Committee on Conferences to make
any adjustments in the calendar of conferences and meet
ings for t.he biennium 1986-1987 that may become neces
sary as a I'eIjwt of action and decisions taken by the Gen
eral Assembly at its fortieth session;

4. Reaffirms the general prindple that, in drawing up
the schedule of conferences and m~etings, United Nations
bodies shall plan to meet at their respective established
headquarters, with the following exceptions:

(a) The regular sessions of the Governing Council of
the United Nations Development Programme shall be
held alternately at United Nations Headquarters and at the
United Nations Office at Geneva;

(b) The sessions of the International Law Commission
shall be Iteld at the United Nations Office at Geneva;

(c) The sessions of the United Nations Commission on
International Tmde Law may be held, subject to the provi
sion in General Assembly resolution 2205 (XXI), section
11, paragraph 6, of 17 December 1966, alternately at
United Nations Headquarters and at the United Na~ions

Office at Vienna;
(d) The second regular session of the Economic and

Social Council may be held at the United Nations Office at
Geneva provided t.hat the closing date falls at least six
weeks before the opening of the regular session of the Gen
eral Assembly;

(e) The functional commissions of the Economic and
Social Council shall meet at their established headquarters
unless the Council desigrates another place to achieve a
more rational pattern of the work programme, taking into
account any recommendation of the commission con
cerned and in consulta~ion with the Secretary-General;

(f) The regular sessions of the Economic and Social
Commission for Asia and the Pacific, the Economic Com
mission for Latin America and the Caribbean, the Econo
mic Commission for Africa and the Economic and Social
Commission for Western Asia, as well as meetings of their
subsidiary bodies, may be held away from their head
quarters when the commission concerned so decides, sub
ject, in the case of regular sessions of the commissions, to
the approval of the Economic and Social Council and the
General Assembly; •

(g) The International Civil Service Commission shall
hold its regular annual session at United Nations Head
quarters and, if more than one session is required in any
one year, may accept an invitation from one of its partici
pating organizations to hold its ~ther session or sessions at
the headquarters of that particular organization;

(h) The sessions of the Legal Sub-Committee of the
Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space shall be
held alternately at United Nations Headquarters and the
United Nations Office at Geneva;

(I) The Conference on Disarmament shall meet at the
United Nations Office at Geneva;

5. Decides that United Nations bodies may hold ses
sions away from their established headquarters when a
Government issuing an invitation for a session to be held
within its territory has agreed to defray, after consultation
with the Secretary-General as to their nature and possible
extent, the actual additional costs directly or indirectly
involved; .

28 Ibid.• annex 11.
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6. Reaffirms its instruction to all its subsidiary organs
to complete their reports for the following session of the
General Assembly no later than I September and, where
necessary, to report to the Assembly in addenda to the
reports of the organs concerned any activity undertaken
after the adoption of such reports;

7. Decides that no subsidiary organ of the General
Assembly m~y meet at United Nations Headquarters
during a regular session of the Assembly unless explicitly
authorized by the Assembly;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to pro
vide interpretation services for informal meetings on an ad
hoc basis in accordance with established practice;

9. Authorizes the Secretary-General to apply maxi
mum overprogramming of meetings whenever possible to
achieve better utilization of conference reso~s;

10. Requests the Committee on Conferences and the
Secretary-General to take account of the following princi
ples in drawing up the draft calendar of conferences and
meetings:

(a) The biennial calendar of conferene.--s and meetings
approved by the General Assembly shall govern the meet
ings programme during the period concerned;

(b) All United Nations meetings shall be conducted
within the resources allocated by the General Assembly for
that purpose;

(c) Between sessions of the General Assembly, depar
tures from the cakndar may, in special or unusual circum
stances, be approved by the Committee on Conferences
provided that changes affecting the subsequent year of the
biennium shall be approved by the Assembly;

(d) Subsidiary organs of the General Assembly shall
not, without the approval of the Assembly, create new
standing bodies or ad hoc sessional or inter-sessional
bodies that require additional resources, and other princi
pal organs of the United Nations should make similar
decisions with regard to their respective subsidiary todies,
if they havr~ not already done so;

(e) An adequate interval of time, to be determined by
the body concerned, shall be allowed between sessions ofa
body to permit Member States to derive maximum benefit
from the activities and to provide ~:ufficient time for the
preparation of future activities;

(f) United Nations bodies shaH meet at their respective
established headquarters, subject to the exceptions to this
principle approved by the General Assembly;

(g) The capacity of the documentation services of the
Secretariat to process and issue in time the documentation
required for the sessions ofall scheduled organs should be
taken into account;

(h) No more than one special conference ofthe United
Nations shall be convened at the same time;

(I) In any given year, no more than five special confer
ences should be convened, unless the General Assembly
specifically decides otherwise;

11. Requests the Secretary-General to ens,-,re the most
rational and effective use ofall United Natiof;~ conference
centres and facilities;

12. Requests the Committee on Conferences to con
tinue its periodic examination of the rules governing con
ference planning;

29 Ibid.• Supplement No. Ja (Al40/30 and Carr.I).
30 Ibid., Supplement Nv. 7A (A/4017/Add.I-18). document Al4017/

Add.12; Al40/6S3 and Add.l; AlC.S/40126; AlC.S/40/41; AlC.S/40/44; AI
C.S/40/4S and Carr.l.
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I. Urges all United Nations bodies to increase their
efforts to ensure that their requests for conference-serv
icing resources correspond accurately to their require
ments;

2. Further urges those bodies to plan their work well in
advance in order to make full use of the conference-serv
icing resources allocated to them and so that any unused
conference-servicing resources can be reassigned 'LO ensure
their most effective utilization;

3. Requests subsidiary organs of the General Assembly
to include in their reports to the Assembly a statement on
the progress made in response to the relevant provisions of
Assembly resolution 39/68 B of 13 December 1984 on the
rational and efficient utilization of conference-servicing
resources;

4. Urges intergovernmental bodies reporting to the
Second Committee of the Geneml Assembly that have not
yet adjusted their meeting cycles to oonform to that Com
mittee's biennial programme of work to do so as soon as
possible;

5. Requests the Secretary-General to review the com
position and frequency of planning missions for meetings
and conferences held away from Headquarters, in particu
lar those sent to cities where United Nations conference
facilities alre&dy exist;

6. Also requests the Secretary-General to report to the
Committee on Conferences at its substantive session of
1986 on the results of that review concerning planning
missions sent in 1985 and, as far as possible, in 1986;

III

I. Decides that the Committee on Conferences should
review the question of the provision of summary records
at its substantive session in 1986;

2. Also decides that the present experimental arrange
ments for summary records, established by the General
Assembly in its resolution 37/14 C of 16 November 1982,
should remain in effect until the Assembly, upon the rec
ommendation of the Committee on Conferences, takes
further action.

121st plenary meeting
18 December 1985

40/244. United Nations common system: report of
the Intemational Civil Service Commission

The General Assembly,
Having considered the eleventh annual report of the

International Civil Service Commission29 and other
reports related thereto,30

Reaffirming the importance ofmaintaining and develop
ing further a single unified international civil service
through the application of common personnel standards,
methods and arrangements,

I

I. Takes note of the action taken by the International
Civil Selvice Commission in response to General Assem
bly resolutions 39/27 of 30 November 1984 and 39/69 of
13 December 1984;31

31 Ibid.• Supplement No. 30 (Al40/30 and Carr.I), para. 7.
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IV

I. Requests the Secretary-General in his capacity as
Chairman of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordi
nation and, through him, the other executive heads of
organizations participating in the United Nations common
system, to promote endeavours to maintain and
strengthen the common system for the regulation and co
ordination of the conditions of service;

2. Also requests the executive heads of participating
organizations, through the Secretary-General, to inform
their respective governing bodies of the present resolution;

3. Urges Member States to ensure that their represen
tatives in organizations of the United Nations common
system are informed about the posi.tions taken by them in
the General Assembly on matters relating to the condi
tions of service;

4. Expresses its concern over actions taken by some of
the participating organizations which have led to dispari
ties in the United Nations common system;

5. Requests the International Civil Service Commis
sion to report in detail to the General Assembly at future
sessions on the consideration and implementation of the
decisions and recommendations of the Commission by
organizations of the United Nations common system.

121st plenary meeting
18 December 1985

401245. Report of the United Nations Joint Staff
Pension Board

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 39/246 of 18 December 1984,
Having' considered the report of the United Nations

JQint Staff Pension Board for 1985 to the General Assem
bly and to the member organizations of the United
Nations Joint StaffPension Fund,34 chapter 11 ofthe report
of the International Civil Service Commission29 and the
related report of the Advisory Committee on Administra
tive and Budgetary Questions,35

Welcoming the improvement "in the actuarial situation
of the Fund as revealed by the valuation as at 31 Decem
ber 1984,

PENSIONABLE REMUNERATION FOR THE
PROFESSIONAL AND HIGHER CATEGORIES

1. Takes note ofchapter 11 of the report of the Interna
tional Civil Service Commission29 and section III.C.S of
the report of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension
Board;34

2. Requests the International Civil Service Commis
sion, in co-operation with the United Nations Joint Staff
Pension Board, to:

(a) Carry out a comparative study of the levels of pen
sion benefits and the ratios of pensions to salaries under
the United Nations pension scheme and that of the com~

parator country;
(b) Complete its review of the methodology for the

determination ofpensionable remuneration for the Profes
sional and higher categories, for monitoring the level of
pensionable remuneration an~ for adjustment of pension-

34 Ibid., Fortieth Session. Supplement No. 9 (AJ40/9).
35 A/40/848.

Approves the recommendations of the International
Civil Service Commission contained in paragraphs 180
and 181 ofits report29 concerning support by organizations
of the United Nations common system for staff with
dependent disabled children;

III

11

l. Welcomes the recommendations of the Interna
tional Civil Service Commission contained in paragraph
245 of its report29 concerning the introduction of special
measures for the recruitment ofwomen, is cognizant ofthe
contents ofparagraphs 246 and 247 ofthe same report and
requests the Commission to report to the General Assem
bly at its forty-first session on the progress made in this
regard;

2. Welcomes further the recommendations of the
Commission contained in paragraph 252 of its report con
cerning the development of recruitment sources, including
national recruitment services;

3. Requests the Commission:
(a) To undertake a study of the mobility of Profes

sional staffin the United Nations common system, inclu
ding the frequency and average length of their assignments
at different duty stations;

(b) To re-examine the scope of the education grant in
relation to the purpose for which it was originally
approved; I

4. Also requests the Commission to re-examine the
question of the mandatory age of separation from service
of staff of organizations of the common system and to
report thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-first
session;

32 Ibid., Supplement No. 30 (AJ40/30 and Corr.l), annex I.
33 Ibid., Fortieth Session. Fifth Commillee, 29th, 30th, 37th, 38th, 42nd,

44th to 48th, 50th, 53rd and 63rd meetings; and ibid., Fifth Commillee, Ses-
sional Fascicle, corrigendum. .

2. Approves the range of 110 to 120, with a desirable
mid-point of liS, for the margin between the net remuner
ation of officials in the Professional and higher categories
of the United Nations in New York and that ofofficials in
comparable positions in the United States federal civil
service, on the understanding that the margin would be
maintained at a level around the desirable mid-point of
liS over a period of time;

3. Requests the Commission:
(a) To develop ~urther the methodology for calculating

the margin based on net remuneration,32 taking into
account the views expressed at the current session,33 and to
study the possibility of calculating the margin as specified
in paragraph 2 above based on a comparison of net remu
neration for both services in New York and to report
thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-first session;

(b) To further elaborate procedures for the operation of
the post adjustment system within the approved range of
the margin of net remuneration, which would enable the
Commission to maintain the margin at a level around the
desirable mid-point of liS over a period of time, and to
report thereon to the Assembly at its forty-first session;

4. Also requests the Commission to continue its studies
of the post adjustment system as it relates to United
Nations officials posted outside the base city of the system,
the effects ofexchange rate fluctuations and the possibility
ofeliminating post adjustment at the base city of the sys
tem, and to report thereon to the General Assembly no
later than at its forty-second session;
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able remuneration in between comprehensive reviews,
taking into account the margin range established for net
remuneration, the views expressed at the current session,36
including those concerning· the evolution of the levels of
pensionable remuneration and pensions in recent years
and the different characteristics of the two services, and to
submit its recommendations to the General Assembly at
its forty-first session;

3. Defers until its forty-first session further considera
tion of the recommendation of the United Nations Joint
Staff Pension Board regarding amendment ofarticle 54 (b)
of the Regulations of the United Nations Joint Staff Pen
sion Fund contained in the Board's report for 198437 and
in the meantime extends the suspension of the operation
of the adjustment procedure in the said article;

11

AMENDMENTS TO THE REGULATIONS OF THE UNITED
NATIONS JOINT STAFF PENSION FUND AND REVIEW
OF THE PENSION ADJUSTMENT SYSTEM

I. Decides that the maximum retirement benefit pay
able to a participant at the Under-Secretary-General,
Assistant Secretary-General or equivalent level separating
on or after 1 April 1986 shall not exceed 60 per cent ofthe
pensionable remuneration for his level applicable on the
date of separation, provided, however, that the amount so
calculated shall not be less than the maximum benefit pay
able at the standard annual rate to a participant at the D-2
level retiring on the same date and provided further that a
participant who has accrued a higher benefit by 31 March
1986 by virtue of his participation up to that date shall
retain his said higher benefit;

2. Decides that the benefit payable to a participant in
the Professional or higher categories whose pensionable
remuneration was lowered as at 1 January 1985 shall not
be less than an amount calculated in accordance with sup
plementary article C of the Regulations of the United
Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund, which appears in the
annex to the present resolution;

3. Requests the United Nations Joint Staff Pension
Board to study further the method ofcalculating the lump
sum commutation, bearing in mind the views expressed in
the Fifth Committee, and to report thereon to the General
Assembly at its forty-first session;

4. Requests the United Nations Joint Staff Pension
Board, with a view to eliminating or reducing significantly
inequalities of benefits payable to participants who have
already separated or will separate in the near future, com
pared to benefits payable to those who will separate later
on, to:

(a) Take steps to implement, if possible with effect
from 1 July 1986, such measures 8£ are within its compe
tence;

(b) Recommend to the General Assembly at its forty
first session such additional measures as would require
Assembly action;

5. Defers until its forty-first session further considera
tion of the question of the rate of contribution to the
United Nations Joint StaffPension Fund, and requests the
United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board to submit to the
General Assembly at thl session its recommendations on
additional economy mellsures, with a view to eliminating
the need for any future increase in the liabilities of Mem
ber States;

36 See Official Records of the General Assembly. Fortieth Session, Fifth
Committee, 29th, 37th, 38th, 44th to 46thl 48th, 50th, 53rd and 67th meet
ings; and ioid., Fifth Commit/ee, Sessional Fascicle, conigendum.

6. Requests the United Nations Joint Staff Pension
Board to review the pension adjustment system and, in
particular, to consider lowering the extent by which the
local currency equivalent of the United States dollar track
could exceed the local track, and to report thereon to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session;

7. Amends, with effect from 1 January 1986, the Regu
lations of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund, as
set forth in the annex to the present resolution, incorporat
ing any consequential changes in the cross-references in
the Regulations, without retroactive effect, except that
supplementary article C of the said Regulations shall be
applicable with effect from 1 January 1985, pursuant to
General Assembly resolution 39/246, section 11, paragraph
3, and article 28 (d) shall be applicable with effect from 1
April 1986;

8. Requests the United Nations Joint Staff Pension
Board to examine the question of the rate of contributions
that should be payable in respect of the contributory serv
ice from 1 April 1986 of the participants affected by the
decision in paragraph 1 of the present section, and to make
specific recommendations to the General Assembly at its
forty-first session for the amendment, if necessary, with
effect from 1 April 1986, ofarticle 25 of the Regulations of
the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund;

III

COMPOSITION OF THE UNITED NATIONS
JOINT STAFF PENSION BOARD

Invites the competent organs of the member organiza
tions of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund to
review the size and composition of the United Nations
Joint StaffPension Board, taking into account, where prac
ticable, the views expressed at the current session,38 and to
submit their conclusions to the General Assembly,
through the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board, in
time to enable the Assembly to take a decision on the
matter no later than at its forty-second session;

IV

ADMISSION OF THE UNITED NATlONS INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT ORGANIZATION TO MEMBERSHIP IN
THE,UNITED NATIONS JOINT STAFF Pi:NSION FUND

Recalling its resolution 34/96 of 13 December 1979 on
transitional arrangements relating to the establishment of
the United Nations Industrial Development Organization
as a specialized agency,

Decides that the United Nations Industrial Develop
ment Organization shall be admitted to membership in the
Fund with effect from 1 January 1986, in accordance with
article 3 (c) of the Regulations of the Fund;

V

EMERGENCY FUND

Authorizes the United Nations Joint StaffPension Board
to supplement the voluntary contributions to the Emer
gency Fund, for a further period ofone year, by an amount
not exceeding $100,000;

37 Ibid., Thirty-ninth Session, Supplement No. 9 (A/39/9 and Carr.I).
38 Ibid., Fortieth Session. Fifth Committee, 29th, 4~thand 50th meetings.
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VI

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES

Approves expenses, chargeable directly to the United
Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund, totalling $16,995,700
(net) for the biennium 1986-1987 and additional expenses
of 5173,300 (net) for 1985 for the administration of the
Fund.

121st plenary meeting
18 December 1985

ANNEX

Ameadmeats to the ReauJatloas of the United Natloas
Joint Staff Peasloa Fund

Article 28

RETIREMENT BENEFlT

Insen the following text as paragraph (d) and reletter existing paragraphs
(cl) to (g) as (e) to (h):

"(cl) (i) However, t.~cept as provided in (ii) below, the benefit
otherwise payable at the standard annual rate in accord
ance with the applicable provisions of (b) or (e) above to
a panicipant at the level of Under-Secretary-General,
Assistant Secretary-General or their equivalent level
who separates from service on or after I April 1986,
shall not exceed, as at the time of the panicipant's sepa
ration, the greater of:

"a. 60 per cent of his pensionable remuneration on the
date of separation; or

"b. The maximum benefit payable under the same pro
visions of paragraphs (b) or (e) above to a partici
pant at the level 0-2 (top step for the preceding five
years) with 3S years of contributory service, sepa
rating on the same date as the panicipant.

"(ii) However, the benefit payable to a participant to whom
the provisions of(i) above are applicable shall not be less
than the benefit that would hllVe been payable to him at
the standard annual rate ifhe had separated from service
on 31 March 1986."

Article 40

EFFEcr OF RE-ENTRY INTO PARTICIPATION

Replace subparagraph (e) (ii) by the following text:

"(ii) Subject to (d) below, a retirement, early retirement or deferred
retirement beneht, as the case may be, under article 28, 29 or
30, based on the length of such additional contributory service;
provided, however, that such benefit may not be commuted into
a lump sum, in whole or in pan, and shall not be subject to any
minimum provisions."

Add the following anicle:

"Supplementary article C

"TRANSiTIONAL MEASURES

"(a) Effective I January 1985. notwithstanding the provisions ofarti
cle I (h), the final average remuneration of a participant in the Profes·
sional or higher categories who was in contributory service on 31
December 1984, had at least 36 completed calendar months of such
service as of that date and whose pensionable remuneration was lowered
by the scale of pensionable remunerati"n elfective J January 1985. shall
be calculated under both article I (h) and paragraph (b) of this anicle,
with the panicipant being entitled to that method of calculation which
results in the higher benefit al the sl!Jl!dard annual rale.

"(b) (i) The hig/lest final averarle remuneration to which the panici.
pant would have been entitled in Iccordance with anicle I (h) if he had
separated from service on 31 l)eu~mber 1984 or on any later date pre·
ceding his actual date of separation shall be applied to his contributory
service up to and including the date on which that final average remuner
ation was first attained in his case; and

39 A/40/844.

"(ii) The final average remuneration calculated in accordanal with
anicle I (h) shall be applied to his contributory service after such date;

"(iii) The benefit payable at the standard annual rate under the pr0

visions ofanicle 28 (b) or (e) shall be calculated by addina to the benefit
based on the contributory service in (i) above the benefit based on the
contributory service in (ii) above, subject to article 28 (d) where appli.
cable.

"(e) Nevertheless. and notwithstanding the provisions of anicle 28
(d), the benefit payable to a panicipant at the standard annual rate in
accordance with paragraph (b) above shall not ~ less than the bcncfit to
which he would have been entitled if he had separated on the date the
highest final average remuneration WliS first attained in his case."

40/246. Financing of the United Nations Interim
Force in Lebanon

A

The General Assembly,
Having considered the report of the Secretary-General

on the financing of the United Nations Interim Force in
Lebanon39 and the related report ofthe Advisory Commit
tee .on Administrative and Budgetary Questions,4O

Bearing in mindSecurity Council resolutions 425 (1978)
and 426 (1978) of 19 March 1978, 427 (1978) of 3 May
1978,434 (1978) of 18 September 1978,444 (1979) of 19
January 1979,450 (1979) of 14 June 1979,459 (1979) of
19 December 1979, 474 (1980) of 17 June 1980, 483
(1980) of 17 December 1980,488 (1981) of 19 June 1981,
498 (1981) of 18 December 1981, 501 (1982) of 25 Feb
ruary 1982, 511 (1982) of 18 June 1982, 519 (1982) of 17
August 1982,523 (1982) of 18 October 1982,529 (1983)
of 18 January 1983, 536 (1983) of 18 July 1983, 538
(1983) of 18 October 1983, 549 (1984) of 19 April 1984,
555 (1984) of 12 October 1984, 561 (1985) of 17 April
1985 and 575 (1985) of 17 October 1985,

Recalling its resolutions S-8/2 of 21 April 1978, 33/14
on November 1978, 34/9 B of 17 December 1979,35/44
of I December 1980, 35/115 A of 10 December 1980,36/
138 A of 16 December 1981, 36/138 C of 19 March 1982,
37/127 A of 17 December 1982, 38/38 A of 5 December
1983 and 39171 A of 13 December 1984,

R.eaffirming its previous decisions regarding the fact
that, in order to meet the expenditures caused by such
operations, a different procedure from the one applied to
meet expenditures of the regular budget of the United
Nations is required,

Taking into account the fact that the economically more
developed countries are in a position to make relatively
larger contributions and that the economically less
developed countries have a relatively limited capacity to
contribute towards peace-keeping operations involving
heavy expenditures,

Bearing in mind the special responsibilities of the States
permanent members of the Security Council in the finan
cing of peace-keeping operations decided upon in accord
ance with the Charter of the United Nations,

I

Decides to appropriate to the Special Account referred to
in l.ection I, paragraph I, of Genera! Assembly resolution
S-812 an amount of $70,446,000 gross ($69,446,000 net),
being the amount authorized with the prior concurrence of
the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budget
ary Questions and apportioned under the provisions of
section IV of Assembly resolu.tion 39171 A for the opera
tion of the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon from
19 April to 18 October 1985, inclusive;

40 A/40/954.

I
am
Nat
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II

Decides to appropriate to the Special Account an
amount of $23,482,000 gross ($23,148,666 net), being the
amount authorized with the prior concurrence of the
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions and apportioned under the provisions ofsection
IV ofAssembly resolution 39171 A for the operation ofthe
United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon from 19
October io 18 December 1985, inclusive;

III

I. Decides to appropriate to the Special Account an
amount of $48,263,000 for the operation of the United
Nations Interim Force in Lebanon for the period from 19
December 1985 to 18 April 1986, inclusive;

2. Decides further, as an ad hoc arrangement, without
prejudice to the positions ofprinciple that may be taken by
Member States in any consideration by the General
Assembly ofarrangements for the financing of peace-keep
ing operations, to apportion the amount of $48,263,000
among Member States in accordance with the scheme set
out in Assembly resolu.tion 33/14 and the provisions of
section V, paragraph I, of resolution 34/9 B, section VI,
paragraph I, of resolution 35/115 A, section VI, paragraph
I, ofresolution 36/138 A, section IX, paragraph I, ofreso
lution 37/127 A and section VII, paragraphs I and 2, of
resolution 39171 A; the scale of assessments for the years
1983, 1984 and 1985 shall be applied against a portion
thereof, that is $5,185,281, being the amount pertaining
on a pro rata basis to the period from 19 to 31 December
1985, inclusive, and the scale of assessments for the years
1986, 1987 and 1988 shall be applied against the balance,
that is $43,077,719, for the period thereafter;

3. Decides that there shall be set off against the appor
tionment among Member States, as provided for in para
graph 2 above, their respective share in the estimated
income of $13,333 other than staff assessment income
approved for the period from 19 December 1985 to 18
April 1986, inclusive;

4. Decides that, in accordance \\ith the provisions of
its resolution 973 (X) of 15 December 1955, there shall be
set off against the apportionment among Member States,
as provided for in paragraph 2 above, their respective
share in the Tax Equalization Fund of the estimated staff
assessment income of $823,333 approved for the period
from 19 December 1985 to 18 April 1986, inclusive;

IV

Authorizes the Secretary-Genera! to enter into commit
ments for the operation of the United Nations Interim
Force in Lebanon at a rate not to exceed $11,957,500 gross
($11,762,500 net) per month for the period from 19 April
to 18 December 1986, inclusive, should the Security
Council decide to continue the Force beyond the period of
six months authorized under its resolution 575 (1985),
subject to obtaining the prior concurrence of the Advisory
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions
for the actual level of commitments to be entered into for
each mandate period that may be approved subsequent to
19 April 1986, the said amount to be apportioned among
Member States in accordance with the scale ofassessments
for the years 1986, 1987 and 1988;

V

1. Renews its invitat}on to Member States to make vol
untary contributions to the United Nations Interim Force

in Lebanml both in cash and in the form of services and
supplies al;ceptable to the Secretary-General;

2. Invites Member States to make voluntary contribu
tions in cash to the Suspense Account established in
accordance with its resolution 34/9 D of 17 December
1979;

VI

Requests the Secretary-General to take all necessary
action to ensure that the United Nations Interim Force in
Lebanon shall be administered with a maximum of effi
ciency and economy.

121st plenary meeting
18 December 1985

B

The General Assembly,

Having regard to the financial position of the Special
Account for the United Nations Interim Force in Leba
non, as set forth in the report of the Secretary-General,39
and referring to paragraph 7 of the report of the Advisory
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions,40

Mindful of the fact that it is essential to provide the
United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon with the neces
sary financial resources to enable it to fulfil its responsibili
ties under the relevant resolutions of the Security Council,

Concerned that the Secretary-General is continuing to
face growing difficulties in meeting the obligations of the
United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon on a current
basis, particularly those due to the Governments of troop
contributing States,

Recalling its resolutions 34/9 E of 17 December 1979,
35/115 B of 10 December 1980, 36/138 B of 16 December
1981, 37/127 B of 17 December 1982, 38/38 B of 5
December 1983 and 39171 B of 13 December 1984,

Recognizing that, in consequence of the withholding of
contributions by certain Member States, the surplus bal
ances in the Special Account for the United Nations
Interim Force in Lebanon have, in effect, been drawn upon
to the full extent to supplement the income received from
contributions for meeting expenses of the Force,

Concerned that the application of the provisions ofregu
lations 5.2 (b), 5.2 (d), 4.3 and 4.4 of the Financial Regula
tions of the United Nations would aggravate the already
difficult financial situation of the United Nations Interim
Force in Lebanon,

Decides that the provisions of regulations 5.2 (b), 5.2 (d),
4.3 and 4.4 of the Financial Regulations of the United
Nations shall be suspended in respect of the amount of
$8,868,174, which otherwise would have to be surren
dered pursuant to those provisions, this amount to be
entered in the account referred to in the operative part of
General Assembly resolution 34/9 E and held in suspense
until a further decision is taken by the Assembly.

121st plenary meeting
18 December 1985

40/247. Review of the rates of reimbursement to the
Governments of troop-contributing States

The General Assembly,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
on the review of the rates of reimbursement to the Gov-
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ernments of troop-contributing States,41 submitted pursu
ant to General Assembly resolution 39170 of 13 December
1984, as well as the related report of the Advisory Com
mittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions,40

Recalling its decision of29 November 1974, taken at its
twenty-ninth session, by which it established, as from 25
October 1973, standard rates of reimbursement to the
Governments of troop-contributing States for pay and
allowances of their troops serving in the United Nations
Emergency Force and the United Nations Disengagement
Observer Force,42 and its decision 32/416 of 2 December
1977, by which it revised those rates of reimbursement as
from 25 October 1977,

Recalling also its resolution S-8/2 of 21 April 1978, by
which it applied the same standard rates ofreimbursement
in effect for the United Nations Emergency Force and the
United Nations Disengagem~ntObserver Force to those
Governments of States contributing troops to the United
Nations Interim Force in Lebanon,

Recalling further its resolution 35/44 of I December
1980, by which it established new standard rates of reim
bursement to the Governments of troop-contributing
States of $950 per person per month for all ranks, plus
$280 per person per month for a limited number of spe
cialists (up to 25 per cent oflogistics contingents and up to
10 per cent of other contingents), with effect from I
December 1980 in the case of the United Nations Disen
gagement Observer Force and from 19 December 1980 in
the case of the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon,

Recalling further its decision of IS December 1975,
taken at its thirtieth session, by which it approved the
principle of.reimburnng the troop-contributing States for
the usage factor for personal Clothing, gear and equipment
and personal weaponry, including ammunition, issued by
Governments to their troops for service in the United
Nations peace-keeping forces and in which it requested the
Secretary-General to negotiate a settlement thereof,43 pur
suant to which a reimbursement rate of$70 pe: person per
month was agreed upon,

Recognizing that, in consequence of the shortfall of
financial contributions, troop-contributing States are not
beirig reimbursed to the full extent of the established rates
and are thus bearing considerably larger portions of the
costs for their troops serving in the United Nations peace
keeping forces than those indicated by the Secretary-Gen
eral in his report,

I. Takes note ofthe conclusions and recommendations
ofthe Secretary-General as outlined in paragraphs 12 to IS
of his report;4~

2. Decides to retain the current rates of reim:bursement
of $950 per person per month for all ranks, plus the spe
cialists' allowance of$280 per person per month for 25 per
cent oflogistics contingents and IQ per cent ofother cont
ingents, as well as $65 per person per month for the usage
factor for personal clothing, gear and equipment and $5
per person per month for personal weaponry, including
ammunition;

3. Also decides that the rates of reimbursement to the
Governments of troop-contributing States shall b~

reviewed by the Secretary-General, in consultation with
the troop-contributing States, and requests the Secretary
General to report thereon to the General Assembly, at
least once every two years, if, in the light of inflation and
currency-exchange fluctuations or other factors brought to
the attention of the Secretary-General, these rates appreci-

41 Al40/845.
42 O!lU:ial Records ofthe General Assembly. Twenty-ninth Session, Supple-

ment No. 3/ (Al9631 and Corr.2), p. 140, Item 84. .

ably affect the absorption factor of two or more of the
troop-contributing States.

121st plenary meeting
18 December 1985

40/248. Scale of assessments for the apportionment
of the expenses of the United Nations

The General Assembly

Resolves that:
1. The scale of assessments for the contributions of

Member States to the United Nations budget for the finan
cial years 1986, 1987 and 1988 shall be as follows:

Mem~r Stale hr «111

Afghanistan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.01
Albania . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.01
Algeria....................................... 0.14
Angola. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . • . 0.0 I
Antigua and Barbuda . . . . .. . . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. . 0.0I
Argentina. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.62
Australia . . .. . . . .. .. .. . .. . 1.66
Austria. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.74
Bahamas .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0 I
Bahrain 0.02
Bangladesh 0.02
Barbados . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0I
Belgium 1.18
Belize. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0 I
Benin........................................ 0.01
Bhutan....................................... 0.01
Bolivia....................................... 0.01
Botswana. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0I
Brazil. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.40
Brunei Darussalam .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. 0.04
Bulgaria . . . . .. . . . .. . . .. .. .. . . . .. . .. . . . .. . . .. . . 0.16
Burkina Faso . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0I
Burma....................................... 0.01
Burundi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0I
Byelorussian Soviet Socialist Republic 0.34
Cameroon ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0I
Canada . .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. . 3.06
Cape Verdc ..................................• 0.01
Central African Republic...... 0.01
Chad........................................ 0.01
Chile '............. 0.07
China........................................ 0.79
Colombia. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. .. . .. . 0.13
Comoros . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0 I
Congo....................................... 0.01
Costa Rica :. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.02
Cote d'!voire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.02
Cuba........................................ 0.09
Cyprus. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . . .. . 0.02
Czechoslovakia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 0.70
Democratic Kampuchea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0I
Democratic yemen............................. 0.01
Denmark..................................... 0.72
Djibouti 0.01
Dominica..................................... 0.01
Dominican Republic. . . . . . . . .. . .. . . .. .. . .. . .. . .. 0.03
Ecuador . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . .. . . 0.03
Egypt................................. ....... 0.07
El Salvador................................... 0.01
Equatorial Guinea. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.01
Ethiopia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0 I
Fiji... 0.01
Finland O.SO
France. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.37
Gabon....................................... 0.03
Gambia, '...................................... 0.01

. GerinanDemocratic Republic. • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.33
Germany, Federal Republic of... ,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.26

43/bid., Thirtieth Session, Supplement No. 34 (AII0034). p. 148, item 107.
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40/249. Impact of inflation and monetary instability
on the regular budget of the United Nations

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 391240 of 18 December 1984,
I. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on

the impact of inflation and monetary instability on the reg
ular budget of the United Nations;44

Permtt
0.01
0.01
0.01
1.25
0.04
0.09
0.01
0.04
0.03
0.34
0.01
1.28

10.20
(US

MembnSlllle
Sudan .
Suriname .
Swaziland .
Sweden .
Syrian Arab Republic .
Thailand .
Togo ...........•................•..........•
Trinidad and Tobago •................••........
Tunisia .
Turkey .
Uganda .
Ukrainian Soviet Sociaiist Republic .....•.........
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics .
United Arab Emirates....•..........•....•......
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northem Ire-

land ..
United Republic of Tanzania .•.......•...........
United States of America .
Uruguay .
Vanuatu .
Venezuela .................•..................
VietNam ..
Yemen .•.......•..................•..........
Yugoslavia '.........•.
Zaire .
Zambia .
Zimbabwe .

4.86
0.01

25.00
'0.04
0.01
0.60
0.01
0.01
0.46
0.01
0.01
0.02

100.00

2. In accordance with rule 160 of the rules of proce
dure of the General Assembly, the scale of assessments
given in paragraph 1 above shall be reviewed by the Com
mittee on Contributions in 1988, when a report shall be
submitted to the Assembly for consideration at its forty
third session;

3. Notwithstanding the terms of regulation S.S of the
Financial Regulations of the United Nations, the Secre
tary-General shall be empowered to accept, at his discre
tion and after consultation with the Chairman ofthe Com
mittee on Contributions, a portion of the contributions of
Member States for the calendar years 1986. 1987 and 1988
in currencies other than United States dollars;

4. In accordance with rule 160 of the rules of proce
dure of the General Assembly, States which are not Mem
bers of the United Nations but which participate in certain
of its activities shall be called upon to contribute towards
the 1986, 1987 and 1988 expenses ofsuch activities on the
basis of the following rates:

Non'1IU!mber Slllle Per cent

Democratic People's Republic of Korea 0.05
H91y See ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0.01
Liechtenstein . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0 I
Monaco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0 I
Nauru 0.01
Republic of Korea. . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. .. . 0.20
San Marino . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0.0 I
Switzerland................................... 1.12 .
Tonga 0.01
Tuvalu ,............... 0.01

122nd plenary meeting
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Percelll
0.01
0.44
0.01
0.02
0.01
0.01
0.01
0.01
0.01
0.22
0.03
0.35
0.14
0.63
0.12
0.18
0.22
3.79
0.02

10.84
O.oJ
0.01
0.29
0.01
0.01
O.oJ
0.01
0.26
0.05
0.01
0.01
0.10
O.oJ
0.01
0.01
0.01
0.01
0.89
O.oJ
0.05
0.01
0.01
1.74
0.24
O.oJ
0.01
0.19
0.54
0.02
0.06
0.02
0.01
0.02
0.07
0.10
0.64
0.18
0.04
0.19
O.oJ
0.01
0.01
0.01
0.01
0.01
0.97
O.oJ
O.oJ
0.01
0.10
0.01
0.01
0.44
2.03
0.01

MembnSlllle
Ghana .
Gn:ece .
Grenada .
Guatemala .
Guinea .
Guinea·Bissau .
Guyana .
Haiti .
Honduras .
Hunpry .......•....•..•..........•...••...•..
Iceland .
India .
Indonesia ..................................•..
Iran (Islamic Republic ot) .
Ir:aq .
Ireland .
Israel .
Italy .
Jamaica : .
Japan .
Jordan .
Kenya .
Kuwait. , .
Lao People's Democratic Republic .
Lebanon ..
Lesotho .
Liberia .
Libyan Arab Jamahiriya .
Luxembourg .
Madagascar .
Malawi .
Malaysia .
Maldives .
Mali •...........................•....••••...•
Malta .
Mauritania .
Mauritius .
Mexico .
Mongolia .
Morocco .
Mozambique .
Nepal .
Netherlands .
New Zealand .
Nicaragua .
Niger .
Nigeria .
Norway .
Oman .
Pakistan .
Panama .
Papua New Guinea .
Paraiuay .
Peru .
Philippines .
Poland .
Ponugal ..
Qatar .
Romania .
Rwanda .
Saint Christopher and Nevis .
Saint Lucia .
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines .
Samoa .
Sao Tome and Principe .
Saudi Arabia .
Senegal. ..
Seychelles .
Sierra Leone .
Singapore .
Solomon Islands .
Somalia .
South Africa .
Spain .
Sri Lanka .

44 AlC.S/40/6S.
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2. Decides to consider this item again at a future ses
sion.

122nd plenary meeting
18 December 1985

40/250. Administrative and budgetary co-ordination
of the United Nations Mth the specialized
agencies and the International Atomic
Energy Agency

The General Assembly,

Recalling its previous resolutions on this subject, in par
ticular resolution 36/229 of 18 December 1981 by which it
expressed its concern with the need for effective adminis
trative and budgetary co-ordination within the framework
of the United Nations system,

Convinced of the importance of such co-ordination by
the organizations of the system,

Realizing the need to avoid duplication of efforts and
proliferation of organs for the more effective use of \:~~

resources of the United Nations and the specialized agen
cies,

Concurring with the opinion expressed by the Advisory
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions in
its report on the subject submitted to the General Assem
blyat its thirty-ninth session,45 that co-ordination among
the agencies with a view to harmonizing their budgetary
practices is of primary importance and that further efforts
at standardization and harmonization should be encour
aged,

I. Recommends that further efforts be made to achieve
the maximum possible standardization and comparability
in the budgetary and admmistrative practices ofall organi
zations concerned;

2. Invites the International Civil Service Commission,
in co-operation with the United Nations Joint Staff Pen
sion Board and other appropriate bodies of the United
Nations system, taking into account the relevant reports of
the Joint Inspection Unit and the opinions expressed
thereon in the Fifth Committee, to pursue its efforts to
achieve a greater co-ordination of staff regulations;

3. Invites the Secretary-General and the executive
heads of the specialized arencies and the International
Atomic Energy Agency to submit to the General Assem
bly, at its forty-first session, their comments on the
matters referred to in this resolution.

122nd plenary meeting
18 December 1985

40/251. Report of the Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions on
the administrative and budgetary co-ordina
tion of the United Nations with the special
ized agencies and the International Atomic
Energy Agency

The General Assembly
1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the I

Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary·
Questions 011 the administrative and budgetary co-ordina-

45 Al39/592.
46 Al401169 and Carr.1.
41 See Offidal Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Fifth

Committee. 55th. 59th and 70th meetings; and ibid.• Fifth Committee, Ses
sional Fascicle. corrigendum.

48 AlC.S/40/37.
49 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supplement

No. 7 (Al4011).

tion of the United Nations with the specitlized agencies
and the International Atomic Energy Agency;46

2. Refers to the organizations concerned the report of
the Advisory Committee as well as the comments and
observations made in the course of its consideration in the
Fifth Committee;41

3. Transmits the report of the Advisory Committee to
the Board of Auditors, the Panel of External Auditors, the
Committee for Programme and Co-ordination and the
Joint Inspection Unit for their information.

122nd plenary meeting
18 December 1985

40/252. Questions relating to the proposed pro
gramme budget for the biennium 1986-1987

The General Assembly,

I

YEARBOOK OF THE UNITED NATIONS

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General48
and the relevant observations of the Advisory Committee
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions as contained
in paragraphs 27.35 to 27.43 ofchapter II of its first report
on the proposed programme budget for the biennium
1986-1987,49

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;
2. Concurs with the observations of the Advisory

Committee as contained in paragraphs 27.42 and 27.43 of
its report;

3. Decides that the Yearbook of the United Nations
shall be issued in abbreviated editions until such time as
the backlog in its publication has been eliminated;

11

ACQUISITION OF A TELEPHONE SYSTEM AT
UNITED NATIONS HEADQUARTERS

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General50
and the related report of the Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions,51

Approves the proposals of the Secretary-General for the
acquisition ofa telephone system at United Nations Head
quarters, as detailed in his report;

III

CATERING OPERATION AT UNITED NATIONS HEAD
QUARTERS

Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on the
catering operation at United Nations Headquarters;52

IV

UNITED NATIONS OFFICE AT NAIROBI

Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on the
United Nations Office at Nairobi;53

SO AlCS/40/t: and Corr.1.
51 Official Records ofthe General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supplement

No. 7A (Al40/7/Add.1-18l. document A!4017/Add.4.
52 AlCS/40/17. . 0

53 AlCS/40/14.
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UNITED NATIONS ACCOMMODATION AT BANGKOK

Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on the
United Nations accommodation at Bangkok;54

VI

BUILDING MANAGEMENT, MAINTENANCE AND ALTER
ATIONS AT THE HEADQUARTERS OF THE ECONOMIC
COMMISSION FOR AFRICA

Requests the Secretary-General to report to the General
Assembly on the implementation of the building mainte
nance projects at the headquarters of the Economic Com
mission for Africa, in the context of his annual progress
reports on the construction of conference facilities at
Addis Ababa;

VII

VENUE OF THE MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE ON
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS IN 1988

Invites the Economic and Social Council to reconsider
its decision to allow the Committee on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights to meet in New York in 1988;

VIII

INCLUSION OF PORTUGUESE AMONG THE OFFICIAL
AND/OR WORKING LANGUAGES OF THE ECONOMIC
COMMISSION FOR AFRICA

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General
on the inclusion of Portuguese ar..ong the official andlor
working languages of the Economic Commission for
Afiica5S and the related report of the Advisory Committee
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions,56

1. Decides to take no action with regard to the
resources requested for the inclusion of Portuguese among
the "official working languages" of the Economic Commis
sion for Africa;

2. Further decide.~ to refer the question of the meaning
ofthe expression «official working language" to the Econo
mic Commission for Africa and the Economic and Social

54 AlC.S/40129.
55 AlC.S/40/13 and Corr.I, annex I, paras. 13.5 and 13.6.
56 Official Records ofthe General Assembly, Fortieth Session. Supplement

No. 7A (Al40/7/Add.I.18), document Al40/7/Add.S, paras. 10-18.

Council for clarification in time for consideration by the
General Assembly at its forty-first session;

IX

ELIMINATION OF THE BACKLOG IN THE PUBLICATION
OF THE UNITED NATIONS TREATY SERIES

Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General on the
elimination ofthe backlog in the publication of the United
Nations Treaty Series;57

X

1986 BUDGET ESTIMATES FOR THE INTERNATIONAL
COMPUTING CENTRE .

Approves the budget estimates for the International
Computing Centre for the year 1986 amounting to
$5,365,500;

XI

NEWS SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL
AND SECURITY COUNCIL AFFAIRS

Decides to maintain for 1986 the current staffing
resources of the News Service of the Department ofPoliti
cal and Security Council Affairs pending consideration by
the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination and the
General Assembly of the Secretary-General's report on the
evaluation of the News Service;

XII

APPEALS SYSTEM FOR STAFF

Approves the observations and recommendations of the
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions as contained in paragraphs 67 to 72 ofchapter I
of its first report on the proposed programme budget for
the biennium 1986-1987.49

122nd plenary meeting
18 December 1985

57 AlC.S/40/49.
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40/253. Programme budget for the biennium 1986-1987

A

BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE BIENNIUM 1986-1987

The General Assembly

Resolves that for the biennium 1986-19&7:

1. Appropriations totalling $US 1,663,341.500 are hereby voted for the following
purposes:

Section
PART I. Overall policy-making, direction and co-ordination

I. Overall policy-making, direction and co-ordination .
TOTAL, PART I

(US dollars)

45090200
45090200



",

16758600
16758600

(US dollars)

83786600
·9853500
93640 100

25606800
25606800

2526 100

3814000
4230300

665 100
54 160700
20218300
4387700

10 078 000
26767900
34818400
45293700
48 166300
33707500
60 135300
8041 300

10 142400
8610 400
6291 200

34485200
5708300

II 675400
29277200

463200 700

75668900
75668900

600 000

30 145 100
30145 100

600000

10500800
15896500
26397300

275416800
275416800

321 993400
288823600
610817000

I 663341500

Geaeral Assembly-Fortieth SessIon

Section
PART 11. Political and Security Council affairs; peace-keeping

activities
2A. P<;Jlitical and Sec~ty C~>u.n~il affairs; peace-keeping activities
2B. Disarmament affaIrs actiVIties .

TOTAL, PART 11
PART III. Political affairs. trusteeship and decolonization

3. Political affaiirs, trusteeship and decolonization .
TOTAL, PART III

PART IV. ;Sconomic, social and humanitarirn activities
4. Policy-making organs (economic and social advities) .
SA. Office of the Director-General for Development and Interna-

tional Eco'l1omic Co-operation ..
5B. Centre for Science and Technology for Development .
5C. Regional Commissions Liaison Office .
6. Depammmt of International Economic and Social Affilirs .
7. Department of Technical Co-operation for Development .
8. Office of Secretariat Services for Economic and Social Matters
9. Transnationai corporations .

10. Economic Commission for Europe .
11. Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific ..
12. Econon.lic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
13. Economic Commission for Africa .
14. Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia .
15. Unitee! Nations Conference on Trade and Development .
16. Intemltional Trade Centre .
18. United Nations Environment Programme .
19. United Nations Centre fhr Human Settlements (Habitat) .
20. Intemltional Drug Control .
21. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
22. Office ,r)f the United Nations Disaster Relief Co-ordinator .
23. HUIIlalli rights .
24. Regular programme of techni,cal co-operation .

TOTAL, PART IV
PART V. International justice llnd law

25. International Court of Justice : .
26. Legal activities .

TOTAL, PART V
PART VI. Public information

27. Public information .
TOTAL, PART VI

PART VII. Common support services
28. Administration and management .
29. Conference and library services .

TOTAL, PART VII
PART VIII. Special expenses

30. United Nations bond issue .
TOTAL, PART VIII

PART IX. Staffassessment
31. Staff assessment .

TOTAL, PART IX
PART X. Capital expenditures

32. Construction, alteration, improvement and major mainte-
nance of premises .

TOTAL, PART X
PART XI. Special grants

33. Grant to the United Nations Institute for Training and
Research " .

TOTAL, PART XI
GRAND TOTAL

2. The Secretary-General shall be authorized to transfer credits between sections
of the budget with the concurrence of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and
Budgetary Questions;
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3. The total net provision made under the various sections of the budget for con
tractual printing shall be administered as a unit under the direction of the United
Nations Publications Board;

4. . The appropriations for the regular programme of technical co-operation under
part IV, section 24, shall be administered in accordance with the Financial Regulations
ofthe United Nations, except that the definition ofobligations and the period ofvalidity
of obligations shall be subject to the following procedures:

(a) Obligations for personal services established in the current biennium shall be
valid for the succeeding biennium, provided that appointments of the experts conremed
are effected by the end of the current biennium, and that the total period to be covered
by obligations established for these purposes against the resources of the current bien
nium shall not exceed twenty-four work-months;

(b) Obligations established in the current biennium for fellowships shall remain
valid until liquidated, provided that the fellow has been nominated by the requesting
Government and accepted by the Organization, and that a formal letter of award has
~n issued to the requesting Government;

(c) Obligations in respect of contracts or purchase orders for supplies or equip
ment recorded in the current biennium shall remain valid until payment is effected to
the contractor or vendor, unless they are cancelled;

5. In addition to the appropriations voted under paragraph I above, an amount of
$19,000 is appropriated for each year of the biennium 1986-1987 from accumulated
income of the Library Endowment Fund for the purchase of books, periodicals, maps
and library equipment and for such other expenses of the Library at the Palais des
Nations as are in accordance with the objects and provisions of the endowment;

6. In addition to the appropriations voted under paragraphs I and 5 above, an
amount of $24 million is specially appropriated for the year 1986 to finance a loan to
the United Nations Industrial Development Organization. This amount shall be placed
in a special account in order to meet the expenses of the initial operations of the new
agency for the calendar year 1986, in accordance with General Assembly resolution 34/
96, paragraph 8, of 13 December 1979. The special account will be credited with repay
ments made by the United Nations Industrial Development Organization.

122nd plenary meeting
18 December 1985

B

INCOME ESTIMATES FOR THE BIENNIUM 1986-1987

The General Assembly

Resolves that for the biennium 1986-1987:

I. Estimates of income other than assessments on Member States totalling SUS
317,465,600 are approved as follows:
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Income
S«tion

PART I. Income from r1'fJassessment
1. Income from staff aSSC1i,;'".lent .

TOTAL, PAnT I
PART 11. Other income

2. General income .
3. Revenue-producing activities .

TOTAL, PART 11
GRAND TOTAL

(Us doilars)

279485500
279485500

28570000
9410 100

37980 100
317465600

2. The income from staff assessment shall be credited to the Tax Equalization
Fund in accordance with the provisions of General Assembly resolution 973 (X) of 15
December 1955;

3. Direct expenses of the United Nations Postal Administration, services to visi
tors, Catering and related services, garage operations, television services a.nc:. the sale of
publications, not provided for under the budget appropriations, shall be charged against
the income derived from those activities;

4. Income from the repayment of the loan to the United Nations Industrial Devel
opment Organization, for which $24 million was specially appropriated under para-
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graph 6 of resolution A above, shall be credited to income section 2 (General income) in
1987.

be conven
matter.

122nd plenary meeting
18 December 1985

c

122nd plenary meeting
18 December 1985

FINANCING OF APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE YEAR 1986

The General Assembly

Resolves that for the year 1986:
I. Budget appropriations totalling SUS 860,098,850, conslstmg of SUS

831,670,750, being one half of the appropriations approved for the biennium 1986
'.987 under paragraph I of resolution A above, and S24 million for 1986 only under
~)aragraph 6 of resolution A above, together with revised income other than staffassess
ment for 1984-1985 decreased by SUS 8,025,300,58 revised appropriations for 1984
1985 decreased by SUS 2,597,200,59 and the reimbursement ofsUS I million being the
commitment entered upon in 1984 under the terms of resolution 38/226 A, paragraph
6, of 20 December 1983, shall be financed in accordance with regulations 5.1 and 5.2 of
the 'l':'inancial Regulations of the United Nations as follows:

(a) SI8,990,050 being half of the estimated income, other than staff assessment
and the income from the repayment of the loan to the United Nations Industrial Devel
opment Organization, approved for the biennium 1986-1987 under resolution B above;

(b) S841,108,800 being the assessment on Member States in accordlmce with
General Assembly resolution 40/248 of 18 December 1985 on the scale of assessments
for the years 1986, 1987 and 1988;

2. There shall be set off against the assessment on Member States, in accordance
with the provisions ofGeneral Assembly resolution 973 (X) of 15 December 1955, their
respective share in the Tax Equalization Fund in the total amount of SUS 140,674,450
consisting of:

(a) S139,742,750 being half of the estimated income from staff assessment
approved for the biennium 1986-1987 under resolution B above;

(b) S931,700 being the increase in the revised income from staffassessment for the
biennium 1984-1985.58
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60 Ale.5/3812
61 Resolutionil/59 See resolution 40/239 A.

experts (Statute, Article 50), not exceeding a total
ofS75,000;

(iii) The holding of sessions of the Court away from
The Hague (Statute, Article 22), not exceeding a
total of SI 00,000;

(c) Such commitments, in an amount not exceeding
$300,000, in the biennium 1986-1987, as the Secretary
General certifies are required for interorganizational secu
rity measures pursuant to General Assembly resolution
36/235, section IV, of 18 December 1981;

2. Resolves that the Secretary-General shall report to
the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budget
ary Questions and to the General Assembly at its forty
first and forty-second sessions all commitments made
under the provisions of the prerent resolution, together
with the circumstances relating thereto, a:Jd shall submit
supplementary estimates to the Assembly in respect of
such commitments; ,

3. Decides that if, as a result of a decision of the Secu
rity Council, commitments relating to the maintenance of
peace and security should arise in' an estimated total
exceeding SI 0 million either before the forty-first session
or between the forty-first and forty-second sessions of the
General Assembly, a special session of the Assembly shall

58 See resolution 401239 B.

40/254. Unforeseen and extraordinary expenses for
the biennium 1986-1987

The General Assembly

I. Authorizes the Secretary-General, with the prior
concurrence of the Advisory Committee on Administra
tive and Budgetary Questions and subject to the Financial
Regulations of the United Nations and the provisions of
paragraph 3 below, to enter into commitments in the bien
nium 1986-1987 to meet unforeseen and extraordinary
expenses arising either during or subsequent to that bien
nium, provided that the concurrence of the Advisory
Committee shall not be necessary for:

(a) Such commitments, not exceeding a total of SUS 2
million in anyone year of the biennium 1986-1987, as the
Secretary-General certifies relate to the maintenance of
peace and security;

(b) Such commitments as the President of the Interna- f

tional Court of Justice certifies relate to expenses occa- '
sioned by:

(i) The designation of ad hoc judges (Statute of the
Court, Article 31), not exceeding a total of
S250,OOO;

(ii) The appointment ofassessors (Statute, Article 30),
or the calling of witnesses and the appointment of
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be convened by the Secretary-General to consider the
matter.

122nd plenary meeting
18 December 1985

401255. Working Capital Fund for the biennium
1986-1987

The General Assembly

Resolves that:

1. The Working Capital Fund shall be established for
the biennium 1986- I 987 in the amount of SUS 100 mil
lion;

2. Member States shall make advances to the Working
Capital Fund in accordance with the scale adopted by the
General Assembly for contributions of Member States to
the budget for the year 1986;

3. There shall be set off against this allocation of
advances:

(a) Credits to Member States resulting from transfers
made in 1959 and 1960 from surplus account to the Work
ing Capital Fund in an adjusted amount of $1,025,092;

(b) Cash advances paid by Member States to the
Working Capital Fund for the biennium 1984-1985 under
General Assembly resolution 38/238 of 20 December
1983;

4. Should the credits and advar~spaid by any Mem
ber State to the Working Capital fund for the biennium
1984-1985 exceed the amount of that Member State's
advance under the provisions of paragraph 2 above, the
excess shall be set off against the amount of the contribu
tions payable by the Member State in respect of the bien
nium 1986-1987;

5. The Secretary-General is authorized to advance
from the Working Capital Fund:

(a) Such sums as may be necessary to finance budget
ary appropriations pending the receipt of contributions;
sums so advanced shall be reimbursed as soon as receipts
from contributions are available for the purpose;

(b) Such sums as may be necessary to finance commit
ments which may be duly authorized under the provisions
of the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly, in
particular resolution 401254 of 18 December 1985 relating
to unforeseen and extraordinary expenses; the Secretary
General shall make provision in the budget estimates for
reimbursing the Working Capital Fund;

(c) Such sums as, together with net sums outstanding
for the same purpose, do not exceed $200,000, to continue
the revolving fund to finance miscellaneous self-liquidat
ing purchases and activities; advances in excess of the total
of $200,000 may be made with the prior concurrence of
the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budget
ary Questions;

(d) With the prior concurrence of the Advisory Com
mittee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions, such
sums as may be required to finance payments of advance
insurance premiums where the period of insurance extends
beyond the end of the biennium in which payment is
made; the Secretary-General shall make provision in the
budget esf;111I""les of each biennium, during the life of the
related pm ~",g, to cover the charges applicable to each
biennium;

60 AlC.S/38127.
61 Resolutions 38/234. sect. XVII. and 39/236. sect. v.

(e) Such sums as may be necessary to enable the Tax
Equalization Fund to meet current commitments pending
the accumulation of credits; such advances shall be repaid
as soon as credits are available in the Tax Equalization
Fund;

6. Should the provision in paragraph 1 above prove
inadequate to meet the purposes normally related to the
Working Capital Fund, the Secretary-General is author
ized to utilize, in the biennium 1986-1987, cash from spe
cial funds and accounts in his custody, under the condi
tions approved in General Assembly resolution 1341
(XIII) of 13 December 1958, or the proceeds of loans
authorized by the Assembly.

122nd plenary meeting
18 December 1985

40/256. Conditions of service and compensation for
officials, other than Secretariat officials,
serving the General Assembly

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolution 351221 of 17 December 1980 on
the conditions of service and compensation for officials,
other than Secretariat officials, serving the General Assem
bly,

Having considered those aspects of the report of the Sec
retary-General60 on which action was deferred by the Gen
eral Assembly at its thirty-eighth and thirty-ninth ses
sions61 and the related report of the Advisory Committee
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions,62

Affirming the principle that the conditions of service for
the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the International
Civil Service Commission and for the Chairman of the
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions shall be separate and distinct from those ofoffi
cials of the Secretariat of the United Nations,

I. Decides that the annual compensation of the two
full-time members of the International Civil Service Com
mission and of the Chairman of the Advisory Committee
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions shall remain
at its current level, i.e., $82,056 with an additional allow
ance of $5,000 for the Chairman of the Commission and
the Chairman of the Advisory Committee;

2. Approves the recommendation of the Advisory
Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions in
paragraph I I of its report62 with regard to the Chairman
and Vice-Chairman of the International Civil Service
Commission and the Chairman of the Advisory Commit
tee and decides that the other conditions of service for
these officials shall remain unchanged;

3. Decides that the compensation and other conditions
of service of the full-time members of the International
Civil Service Commission and of the Chairman of the
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions shall next be reviewed at the forty-fifth session
of the General Assembly and that, pending such review,
the annual compensation shall be adjusted in accordance
with the procedure approved in General Assembly resolu
tion 351221, paragraph 3.

122nd plenary meeting
18 December 1985

62 Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-ninth Session. Supple
ment No. 7 (N3917 and Add.I-16l, document N3917/Add.1.
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40/257. Emoluments, pension scheme and conditions
of service for the members of the Interna
tional Court of Justice

A

EMOLUMENTS

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 31/204 of 22 December 1976
and 35/220 A of 17 December 1980, on the emoluments
of the members of the International Court of Justice,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General63

and the related report of the Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions,64

I. Decides that, with effect from I January 1986, the
annual salary of the members of the International Court of
Justice shall be $82,000 with an interim cost-of-living sup
plement of $3,000;

2. Decides to continue the system of interim cost-of
living supplements introduced pursuant to General
Assembly resolution 311204, paragraph 2, subject to
rebasing and modifying the index used for this purpose, in
accordance with the suggestion made by the Secretary
General in paragraph 22 of his report;

3. Decides that, with effect from I January 1986, the
ad hoc judges referred to in Article 31 of the Statute of the
International Court of Justice shall receive for each day
they exercise their functions, one three-hundred-and-sixty
fifth of the sum ofthe annrial base salary and interim cost
of-living supplement payable at the time to a member of
the Court;

4. Decides further that, with effect from I January
1986, the President's special allowance shall be $15,000
per year and that the special daily'allowance paid to the
Vice-President when acting as President shall be $94 per
day, up to a maximum of $9,400 per year, and takes note
of the statement contained in paragraph 4 of the report of
the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budget
ary Questions that such a maximum shall be removed only
in extraordinary circumstances.

122nd plenary meeting
18 Deamber 1985

B

PENSION SCHEME

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 1562 (XV) of 18 December
1960, 1925 (XVIII) of II December 1963, 2367 (XXII) of
19 December 1967,2890 A (XXVI) of22 December 1971,
3193 A (XXVIII) of 18 December 1973, 3537 A (XXX) pf
17 December 1975 and 38/239 of 20 December 1983, on
the pension scheme for the members of the International
Court of Justice,

63 AlC.5140/32, paras. 7-26 and 35-4l'.
64 Official Records ofthe General Assembly. Fortieth Session. Supplement

No. 7A (Al40I7lAdd.1-18). document Al4017lAdd.10, paras. 2-4 and 6.
65 AlC.5140/32. paras. 27-34.
66 Official Records of the General Assembly. Fortieth Session. Supplement

No. 7A (Al40I7lAdd.1-18), document Al40I7lAdd.1O. para. 5. .

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General65
and the related report of the Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions,66

Decides that, with effect from 1 January 1986, and not
withstanding any provision to the contrary contained in
the Pension Scheme Regulations for members of the Inter
national Court of Justice, the annual value of all pensions
in course of payment as at 31 December 1985, including
the pensions ofany members of the Court who retire on or
before that date, shall be increased by 17.1 per cent.

122nd plenary meeting
18 December 1985

C

CONDITIONS OF SERVICE

.The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 37/237, section XIV, of 21
December 1982, 381234, section XVII, of 20 December
1983 and 391236, section V, of 18 December 1984, on
conditions of service and compensation for officials other
than Secretariat officials,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General67

and the related report of the Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions,68

I. Decides that, with effect from 1 January 1986, the
President and members of the Court who have taken up
primary residence in The Hague shall be reimbursed, up to
a ceiling of $4,500, for the actual cost of educating their
children in respect of each child each year up to the award
of the first recognized degree and that provision shall be
made for one related travel per year in respect of each
child from the place of scholastic attendance, when outside
the Netherlands, to The Hague;

2. Decides that, with effect from I January 1986, those
members of the Court who have taken up and maintained
a bona./ide primary residence at The Hague for at least five
continuous years during service with the Court shall be eli
gible to receive a lump sum equivalent to eighteen weeks
of annual net base Salary upon completion of their
appointment and resettlement outside the Netherlands
and that those members of the Court who have taken up
and mail!tained a bona fide primary residence at The
Hague for nine continuous years or more during service
with the Court shall receive the equivalent of twenty-four
weeks ofannual net base salary u,on completion ofservice
and relocation outside the Netherlands;

3. Decides that, with effect from I January 1986, in the
event of the death of a member of the Court during his
service, compensation shall be provided to the survivors
in the form of a lump-sum payment equivalent to one
month ofbase salary per year of service, subject to a mini
mum of three months and a maximum of nine months.

122nd plenary meeting
18 December 1985

67 AlC,5140/32, paras. 42-53.
68 Official Records Qf the General Assembly. Fortieth Session, Supplement

No. 7A (Al4017IAdd.1-18), document Al4017IAdd.10, para. 7.
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VIII. Resoludons adopted on the reports of the Fifth Committee

40/258. Personnel questions

A

COMPOSITION OF THE SECRETARIAT

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming its previous resolutions on personnel ques
tions, in particular resolution 39/245 of 18 December
1984,

Concerned that the targets set in the 1983-1985
medium-term plan of recruitmeat were not achieved,

Recalling Article 101, paragraph 3, of the Charter of the
United Nations, which states:

"The paramount consideration in the employment of
the staff and in the determination of the conditions of
service shall be the necessity of securing the highest
standards of efficiency, competence and integrity. Due
regard shall be paid to the importance of recruiting the
staff on as wide a geographical basis as possible",
I. Reiterates its reque$t to the Secretary-General to

strengthen the role and emphasize the authority of the
Office of Personnel Services of the Department of Admin
istration and Management in recruitment and other per
sonnel matters throughout the Secretariat and to report
thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-first session;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to develop and
apply a second medium-term plan of recruitment for the
period 1986-1987 with specific targets for recruitment
from unrepresented and underrepresented countries with a
view to bringing all Member States within their desirable
ranges and to make special efforts to increase the number
ofstaff recruited from Member States below the mid-point
of their desirable ranges in order to bring them towards
their mid-point;

3. Further requests the Secretary-General to continue
to ensure the representation of developing countries and
other countries in senior and policy-formulating posts,
with due regard to equitable geographical distribution and
in accordance with the relevant resolutions of the General
Assembly;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to submit to the
General Assembly at its forty-first session proposals for
the review of the system ofdesirable ranges with a view to
achieving a balanced application of all factors relevant to
the calculation of the desirable ranges, including the popu
lation factor, taking into account the views of Member
States expressed at the current session;69

5. Requests the Secretary-General to speed up the
recruitment process by setting strict time-limits for the
departments and offices concerned to complete the recruit
ment procedures;

6. Takes note of the proposal of the Secretary-Gen
eral70 to introduce, on an experimental basis, a competi
tive examination at the P-3 level for candidates with the
required qualifications and experience and requests him to
submit a report thereon to the General Assembly at its
forty-first session, taking into account the comments ofthe
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary
Questions71 and the views of Member States expressed at
the current session;69

69/bid., Fortieth Session, Fifth Committee, 46th, 47th, 49th to 51st, 53rd
to 55th1.57th, 59th, 62nd and 69th meetings; and ibid., Fifth Committee, Ses·
sional l"ascicle, corrigendum.

70 See AlC.5/40/39, para. 29.
71 See ORiciaJ Records o/the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supple·

ment No. rA (Al40I7IAdd.l·18), document Al40I7/Add.l3.

7. Further requests the Secretary-General, in his efforts
to guarantee to staff members a just and expeditious res0
lution ofdisputes and grievances, to streamline the appeals
procedures and continue the study on the feasibility of
establishing an office of Ombudsman, and to report
thereon to the General Assembly at its forty-first session;

8. Approves the introduction, in accordance with the
recommendation of the International CivJ Service Com
mission,72 of after-service health insurance coverage for
former locally recruited staffwho participated in the medi
cal expense assistance plan in appendix E to the StaffRules
of the United Nations, on the understanding that the Sec
retary-General will present to the General Assembly at its
forty-first session the financial implications of reformu
lating the scheme to make it comparable to other health
insurance schemes of the common system.

122nd plenary meeting
18 December 1985

B

IMPROVEMENT OF THE STATUS OF WOMEN
IN THE SECRETARIAT

The General Assembly,

Recalling Article 8 of the Charter of the United Nations,
which states:

"The United Nations shall place no restrictions on the
eligibility of men and women to participate in any
capacity and under conditions ofequality in its principal
and subsidiary organs",
Further recalling Article 101, paragraph 3, of the Char

ter of the United Nations, which states:
"The paramount consideration in the employment of

the staff and in the determination of the conditions of
service shall be the necessity of securing the highest
standards of efficiency, competence and integrity. Due
regard shall be paid to the importance of recruiting the
staff on as wide a geographical basis as possible",
Recalling article 3 of the Convention on the Elimination

of All Forms of Discrimination against Women,73 which
calls upon States Parties to ..take all appropriate measures
to ensure to women, on equal terms with men and without
any discrimination, the opportunity to represent their
Governments at the international level and to participate
in the work of international organizations",

Reaffirming its relevant resolutions on the need to
increase both the overall number of women in posts sub
ject to geographical distribution and the proportion of
women at the senior and policy-making levels of the
Organization,

Noting the recommendations contained in paragr-.lph
358 of the Nairobi Forward-looking Stnltegies for the
Advancement ofWomen74 with respect to the recruitment,
promotion and career development of women by an
bodies and organizations of the United Nations system,

Convinced that women should have equal opportunity
to serve the international community at all levels of
responsibility and that progress in this regard can only be
achieved through commitment at the highest levels of the

72/bid., Supplement No. 30 (Al40/30 and Corr.l), para. 162.
73 Resolution 34/180, annex.
74 Report of the World Co'lference to Review and Appraise the Achieve

ments a/the United Nations Decade/or Women: Equality, Development and
Peace. Nairobi. JS·26 July 1985 (United Nations publication, Sales No.
E.85.IV.10). chap. I, sect. A.

L
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organizations demonstrated through accountable manage
ment practices,

1. Welcomes the continuing efforts of the Secretary
General to improve the status of women in the Secretariat
and, in particular, the action programme and work plans
set out in the report of the Secretary-General on the
improvement of the status of women in the Secretariat,7S
and his providing all necessary assistance for the effective
carrying out of all these tasks;

2. Takes note of the Secretary-General's decision to
reappoint during the biennium 1986-1987, on a temporary
basis, a Co-ordinator for the Improvement of the Status of
Women in the Secretariat of the United Nations;

3. Requests the Secretary-General to take the necessary
measures to increase the number of women in posts sub
ject to geographical distribution with a view to achieving,
to the extent possible, an overall participation rate of 30
per cent ofthe total by 1990, without prejudice to the prin
ciple of equitable geographical distribution of posts;

4. Reiterates that the functions of the Co-ordinator
should not duplicate those of the Office ofPersonnel Serv
ices and stresses that the latter Office shall continue to
exercise overall responsibility and implement all directives
of the General Assembly and policies of the Secretary
General ~::; a:;i:rsonnel matters, including the implementa
tion or all policies on the improvement of the status of
women in the Secretariat, in particular the action pro
gramme and work plans set out in the report of the Secre
tary-General;7S

S. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session on the progress
made in implementing the action programme and relevant
resolutions of the General Assembly;

6. Reiterates its request to Member States to continue
to support the efforts of the United Nations and the spe
cialized agencies and related organizations to increase the
proportion of women in the Professional category and
above by, inter alia, nominating more women candidates.

122nd plenary meeting
18 December /985

c

RESPEcr FOR THE PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF
OFFICIALS OF THE UNITED NATIONS AND THE SPE
CIALIZED AGENCIES AND RELATED ORGANIZATIONS

The General Assembly,

Recalling Articles 100 and 105 of the Charter of the
United Nations,

Reaffirming its previous resolutions, in particular reso
lution 39/244 of 18 December 1984,

Reiterating the obligation of the staff in the conduct of
their duties to observe fully the laws and regulations of
Member States,

I. Takes note with concern of the report submitted to
the General Assembly by the Secretary-General on behalf
of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordination;76

2. Deplores the increasing number of cases involving
the abduction and detention of United Nations officials.

7S AlC.S/40/30. sects. III.B and IV.
76 AlC.S/40/2S.
77 ORiciaJ Records oflhe General Assembly. Fortielh Session. Supplemenl

No. 3.(At40/34). .

experts and military personnel by armed groups and indi
viduals;

3. Calls upon all Member States that currently have
United Nations officials under arrest or detention to
review these cases and to co-ordinate efforts with the Sec
retary-General to resolve each case with all due speed;

4. Calls upon the staff of the United Nations and the
specialized agencies and related organizations to comply
with the obligations resulting from the Staff Regulations
and Rules of the United Nations, in particular regulation
1.8, and from the equivalent provisions governing the staff
of the other agencies;

5. Calls upon the Secretary-General. as chief adminis
trative officer of the United Nations, to continue person
ally to act as the focal point in promoting and ensuring the
observance of the privileges and immunities of officials of
the United Nations and the specialized agencies and
related organizations. and to talce all necessary measures to
implement the mandates of the General Assembly as
retlected in paragraphs 7 and 8 of resolution 391244.

/22nd plenary meeting
18 December /985

40/259. Joint Inspection Unit

The General Assembly,

Taking note of the report of the Joint Inspection Unit on
its activities during the period I July 1984 to 30 June
1985,77 the work programme of the Unit for 198578 and
the report of the Secretary-General on the implementation
of the recommendations of the Unit,79

Recalling its resolution 391242 of 18 December 1984,

Convinced that the reports presented by the Joint
Inspection Unit should receive adequate attention,

Recallingfurther the role of the Joint Inspection Unit as
contained in article 5 of its statute,80

I. Emphasizes that, in carrying out its function, the
Joint Inspection Unit shall fully respect the mandates. res
olutions and decisions of the General Assembly and of the
legislative organs of the other participating organizations;

2. Requests the Joint Inspection Unit, in accordance
with its statute, to include in its reports on organizations,
whenever appropriate, an evaluation of the programmes
and activities of the organizations;

3. Requests the Joint Inspection Unit, in presenting its
reports, to observe the established procedures as provided
for in article 11, paragraph 2, of its statute;

4. Decides that each report submitted by the Joint
Inspection Unit during the year, along with the comments
of the Secretary-General, will be considered under the
appropriate agenda item of the General Assembly;

5. Invites United Nations organs, after considering
reports of the Joint Inspection Unit and the related com
ments of the Secretary-General, to submit to the General
Assembly the results of their review;

6. Invites the Joint Inspection Unit to evaluate the
results of its activities and to report thereon to the General
Assembly at its forty-second session.

/22nd plenary meeting
/8 December 1985

78 At40/137.
79 At40/65S and Corr.t.
80 Resolution 31/192. annex.
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40/61. Measures to prevent international terrorism
which endangers or takes innocent human
lives or jeopardizes fundamental freedoms
and study of the underlying causes of those
forms of terrorism and acts of violence which
lie in misery, frustration, grievance and
despair and which cause some people to sacri~

fice human lives, including their .own, in an
attempt to effect radical changes

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutions 3034 (XXVII) of 18 December
1972,31/102 of 15 December 1976,32/147 of 16 Decem-

I For the decisions adopted on the reports of the Sixth Committee, see sect.
X.D.8.

2 Resolution 2625 (XXV), annex.

301

ber 1977, 34/145 of 17 December 1979, 36/109 of 10
December 1981 and 38/l30 of 19 December 1983,

Recalling also the Declaration on Principles of Interna
tional Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-opera
tion among States in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations,2 the Declaration on the Strengthening of
International SecuritY,3 the Definition of Aggression4 and
relevant instruments on international humanitarian law
applicable in armed conflict,

Further recalling the existing international conventions
relating to various aspects of the problem of international
terrorism, inter alia, the Convention on Offences and Cer
tain Other Acts Committed on Board Aircraft, signed at

3 Resolution 2734 (XXV).
4 Resolution 3314 (XXIX). annex.
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Tokyo on 14 September 1963,s the Convention for the
Suppression ofUnlawful Seizure ofAircraft, signed at The
Hague on 16 December 1970,6 the Convention for the
Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Civil
Aviation, signed at Montreal on 23 September 1971,7 the
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes
against Internationally Protected Persons, including Diplo
matic Agents, signed at New York on 14 December 1973,8
and the International Convention against the Taking of
Hostages, adopted at New York on 17 December 1979,9

Deeply concerned about the world-wide escalation of
acts of terrorism in all its forms, which endanger or take
innocent human lives, jeopardize fundamental freedoms
and seriously impair the dignity of human beings,

Taking note of the deep concern and condemnation of
all acts ofinternational terrorism expressed by the Security
Council and the Secretary-General,

Convinced of the importance of expanding and improv
ing international co-operation among States, on a bilateral
and multilateral basis, which will contribute to the elimi
nation ofacts ofinternational terrorism and their underly
ing causes and to the prevention and elimination of this
criminal scourge,

Reaffirming the principle of self-determination of
peoples enshrined in the Charter of the United Nations,

Reaffirming also the inalienable right to self-determina
tion and independence of all peoples under colonial and
racist regimes and other forms of alien domination, and
upholding the legitimacy oftheir struggle, in particular the
struggle of national liberation movements, in accordance
with the purposes and principles of the Charter and of the
Declaration on Principles of International Law concerning
Friendly Relations and Co-operation among States in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations,

Mindful ofthe necessity ofmaintaining and safeguarding
the basic rights of the individual in accordance with the
relevant international human rights instruments and gen
erally accepted international standards,

Convinced ofthe i~portance ofthe·observance by States
of their obligations under the relevant international con
ventions to ensure that appropriate law enforcement meas
ures are taken in connection with the offences addressed in
those Conventions,

Expressing its concern that in recent years terrorism has
taken on forms that have an increasingly deleterious effect
on international relations, which may jeopardize the very
territorial integrity and security of States,

Taking note of the report of the Secretary-General, 10

I. Unequivocally condemns, as criminal, all acts,
methods and practices of terrorism wherever and by
whomever committed, including those which jeopardize
friendly relations among States and their security;

2. Deeply deplores the loss of innocent human lives
which results from such acts of terrorism;

3. Also deplores the pernicious impact of acts of inter
national terrorism on relations of co-operation among
States, including co-operation for development;

4. Appeals to all States that have not yet done so to
consider becoming party to the existing international con
ventions relating to various aspects of international terror-'
ism; .

S. Invites all States to take all appropriate measures at
the national level with a view to the speedy and final elimi-

S United Nations, Treaty Series, vo!. 704: No. 10106, p. 219.
6 Ibid.• vol. 860. No. 12325, p. 106.
7 United States Treaties and Other International Agreements, vol. 24, pan

one (1973), p. 268.
8 United Nations, Treaty Series, vo!. 1035, No. 15410, p. 167.

nation of the problem of international terrorism, such as
the harmonization of domestic legislation with existing
international conventions, the fulfilment ofassumed inter
national obligations, and the prevention of the preparation
and organization in their respective territories of acts
directed against other States;

6. Calls upon all States to fulfil their obligations under
international law to refrain from organizing, instigating,
assisting or participating in terrorist acts in other States, or
acquiescing in activities within their territory directed
towards the commission of such acts;

7. Urges all States not to allow any circumstances to
obstruct the application of appropriate law enforcement
measures provided for in the relevant conventions to
which they are party to persons who commit acts of inter
national terrorism covered by those conventions;

8. Also urges all States to co-operate with one another
more closely, especially through the exchange of relevant
information concerning the prevention and combating of
terrorism, the apprehension and prosecution or extradition
of the perpetrators of such acts, the conclusion of special
treaties and/or the incorporation into appropriate bilateral
treaties ofspecial clauses, in particular regarding the extra
dition or prosecution of terrorists;

9. Further urges all States, unilaterally and in co-opera
tion with other States, as well as relevant United Nations
organs, to contribute to the progressive elimination of the
causes underlying international terrorism and to pay spe
cial attention to all situations, including colonialism,
racism and situations involving mass and flagrant viola
tions of human rights and fundamental freedoms and
those involving alien occupation, that may give rise to
international terrorism and may endanger international
peace and s~..oi.ty;

.10. Calls upon all States to observe and implement the
recommendations of the Ad Hoc Committee on Interna
tional Terrorism contained in its report to the General
Assembly at its thirty~fourth session;11

I I. Also calls upon all States to take all appropriate
measures, as recommended by the International Civil Avi
ation Organization and as set forth in relevant interna
tional conventions, to prevent terrorist attacks against
civil aviation transport and other forms of public trans
port;

12. Encourages the International Civil Aviation
Organization to continue its efforts aimed at promoting
universal acceptance of and strict compliance with the
international air security conventions;

13. Requests the International Maritime Organization
to study the problem of terrorism aboard or against ships
with a view to making recommendations on appropriate
measures;

14. Requests the Secretary-General to follow up, as
appropriate, the implem~ntation of the present resolution
and to submit a report to the General Assembly at its
forty-second session;

IS. Decides to include the item in the provisional
agenda of its forty-second session.

lO8th plenary meeting
9 December 1985

9 Resolution 34/146, annex.
10 Al40/445 and Add.! and 2.
11 Ot/icial Records o/the General Assembly, 7.. hirty-/ourth Session, Supple-

ment No. 37 (A/34/37). ..

... ~
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40/65. Consideration of the draft articles on most
favonred-nation clauses

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 33/139 of 19 December 1978

relating to the report of the International Law Commission
on the work of its thirtieth session,12 in particular section
11 of that resolution, as well as its resolutions 35/161 of 15
December 1980,36/111 of to December 1981 and 38/127
of 19 December 1983, entitled "Consideration of the draft
articles on most-favoured-nation clauses",

Reaffirming its appreciation of the high quality of the
work done by the International Law Commission in elabo
rating a series of draft articles on most-favoured-nation
clauses,

Bearing in mind the importance of facilitating interna
tionill trade and the development of economic co-opera
tion among all States on the basis of equality, mutual
advantage and non-discrimination in the establishment of
the new international economic order,

Bearing in mind also the complexity of codification or
progressive development of the intemationallaw on most
favoured-nation clauses at a time of rapid development of
new forms of economic co-operation, notably those in
favour of developing countries,

Noting from the report of the Secretary-General l3 that a
limited number of comments have been received, which
seems to indicate that most Member States are not yet in a
position to decide how further to proceed in the considera
tion of the draft articles on most-favoured-nation clauses,

Considering that sufficient time should be given to Gov
ernments for a thorough study of the draft articles and of
the questions related to the clauses in order that they may
express themselves on the action that should be taken
regarding the draft articles,

1. Calls upon Member States, interested organs of the
United Nations and interested intergovernmental organi
zations to review the questions related to the most
favoured-nation clauses and the draft articles thereon so
that the General Assembly, at its forty-third session, may
decide on the action to be taken on the draft articles;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to reiterate his invi
tation to Member States and interested organs of the
United Nations, as well as interested intergovernmental
organizations, to submit or bring up to date, not later than
31 March 1988, any written comments and observations
which they deem appropriate on the substance of the draft
articles;

3. Also req-;.U!sts the Secretary-General to invite Mem
ber States to comment on the most appropriate procedure
for complr.:ting work on most-favoured-nation clauses and
on the forum for future discussion, bearing in mind the
~u~estions :?'.:ld proposals made in the Sixth Committee,
including the suggestion to establish a working group of
the Sixth Committee after one of the existing working
groups accomplishes its mandate;

4. Further requests the Secretary-General to submit to
the General Assembly at its forty-third session a report
containing the comments and observations received pur
suant to paragraphs 2 and 3 above with a view to taking a
final decision on the procedure to be followed;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-third session the item entitled "Consideration of the
draft articles on most-favoured-nation clauses".

112th plenary meeting
11 December 1985

12/bid., Thirty-third Session. Supplement No. 10 (A/33/1O).
13 A/40/444.

40/66. United Nations Programme of Assistance in
the Teaching, Study, Dissemination and
Wider Appreciation of International Law

The General Assembly,

Taking note with appreciation ofthe report of the Secre
tary-General on the implementation ofthe United Nations
Programme ofAssistance in the Teaching, Study, Dissemi
nation and Wider Appreciation ofInternational Law14 and
the recommendations made by the Secretary-General and
adopted by the Advisory Committee on the United
Nations Programme of Assistance in the Teaching, Study,
Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International
Law, which are contained in that report,

Considering that international law should occupy an
appropriate place in the teaching of legal disciplines at all
universities,

Noting with appreciation the efforts made by States at
the bilateral level to provide assistance in the teaching and
study of international law,

Convinced, nevertheless, that States and international
organizations and institutions should be encouraged to
give further support to the Programme and to increase
their activities to promote the teaching, study, dissemina
tion and wider appreciation of international law, in partic
l'lar those activities which are ofspecial benefit to persons
from developing countries,

Recalling its resolutions 2464 (XXIII) of 20 December
1968,2550 (XXIV) of 12 December 1969,2838 (XXVI)
of 18 December 1971, 3106 (XXVIII) of 12 December
1973, 3502 (XXX) of 15 December 1975, 32/146 of 16
December 1977,36/108 of to December 1981 and 38/129
of 19 December 1983, in which it stated that in the con
duct ofthe Programme it was desirable to use as far as pos
sible the resources and facilities made available by Mem
ber States, international organizations and others, as well
as its resolution 34/144 of 17 December 1979, in which it
also expressed the hope that, in appointing lecturers for the
seminars to be held within the framework ofthe fellowship
programme in international law sponsored jointly by the
United Nations and the United Nations Institute for
Training and Research, account would be taken of the
need to secure representation of major legal systems and
balance among various geographical regions,

Noting with regret that the 1985 United Nations Insti
tute for Training and Research regional training and
refresher course in international law intended for Asian
and Pacific countries could not take place for lack ofa host
country, and considering the difficulties which the Institute
may encounter in finding host countries for the organiza
tion of future regional courses,

Noting that the fund of the Hamilton Shirley Amer
asinghe Fellowship on the Law of the Sea has already
become operational,

1. Authorizes the Secretary-General to carry out in
1986 and 1987 the activities specified in his report, inclu
ding the provision of:

(a) A minimum of fifteen fellowships each in 1986 and
1987, at the request of Governments of developing
countries;

(b) A minimum of one scholarship each in 1986 and
1987 under the Hamilton Shiriey Amerasinghe Fellowship
on the Law of the Sea to be financed by the fund ofvolun
tary contributions made specifically for the Fellowship;

14 A/40/893.
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(c) Assistance in the form ofa travel grant for one par
ticipant from each developillg country who will be invited
to the regional courses to be organized in 1986 and 1987;
and to finance the alY.i~e activities from provisions in the
regular budget anr, cdso from voluntary financial contribu
tions which worJd be received as a result of the requests
set out in paragraphs 9, 10 and II beloW;

2. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-General
for his constructive efforts to promote training and assist
ance in international law within the framework of the
United Nations Programme ofAssistance in the Teaching,
Study, Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of Interna
tional Law in 1984 and 1985, in particular for the organi
zation of the twentiethls and twenty-first l6 sessions of the
International Law Seminar, held at Geneva from 4 to 22
May 1984 and from 3 to 21 June 1985, respectively, and
the participation of the Office ofLegal Affairs of the Secre
tariat alld its Codification Division in the activities related
to the c-onduct of the fellowship programme in interna
tionallaw sponsored jointly by the United Nations and the
United Nations Institute for Training and Research;

3. Expresses its appreciation to the United Nations
Institute for Training and Research for its participation in
the Programme, particularly in the organization of
regional courses and in the conduct of the fellowship pro
gramme in international law sponsored jointly by the
United Nations and the Institute;

4. Expresses its appreciation to the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization for its
participation in the Programme, in particular for the
efforts it has made to support the teaching ofinternational
law;

5. Also expresses its appreciation to the Government of
the Republic of Cameroqn and to the International Rela
tions Institute ofCameroon for providing host facilities for
the regi(jnal training and refresher course for African
countries held at Yaounde from 12 to 24 November 1984;

6. Further expresses its appreciation to the Hague
Academy of International Law for the valuable contribu
tions ifhas made to the Programme by enabling interna
tional law fellows under·the sponsorship of the United
Nations and the United Nations Institute for Training and
Research to attend its annual intemationallaw courses and
by providing facilities for seminars organized under the
fellowship programme in intemationallaw in conjunction
with the Academy courses and for its constructive efforts
in organizing the regional training and refresher courses
held at Brasilia in 1983, at Cairo in 1984 and at Rabat in
1985;

7. Notes with appreciation the contributions made by
the Hague Academy of International Law to the teaching,
study, dissemination and wider appreciation of interna
tional law, and calls upon Member States and interested
organizations to give favourable consideration to the
appeal of the Academy for a continuation of and, if pos
sible, an increase in their financial contributions in order
to enable the Academy to carry on with the above-men
tioned activities;

8. Urges all Governments to encourage the inclusion of
courses on international law in the programmes of legal
studies offered at institutions of higher learning; I

9. Requests the Secretary-General to continue to publi~
cize the Programme and periodically to invite Member
States, universities, philanthropic foundations and other
interested national and international institutions and
organizations, as well as individuals, to make voluntary
contributions towards the financing of the Programme or

IS See Oflicial Records ofthe General Assembly, Thirty-ninth Session, Sup-
plement NO, 10 (Al39/10), paras. 411-421. .

otherwise to assist in its implementation and possible
expansion;

10. Reiterates its request to Member States and to
interested organizations and individuals to make volun
tary contributions towards the financing of the Pro
gramme, in particular for the International Law Seminar
and the Hamilton Shirley ~enlSinghe Fellowship on the
Law of the Sea, and expresses its appreciation to those
Member States, institutions and individuals that have
made voluntary contributions for this purpose;

11. Urges in particular all Governments to make vol
untary contributions with a view to covering the amount
of 530,000 needed for the financing of the daily subsist
ence allowance for up to twenty-five participants in each
regional course organized by the United Nations Institute
for Training and Research, thus \dlijviating the burden on
prospective host countries and making it possible for the
Institute to continue organizing one regional course per
year,

12. Requests the Secretary-General to report to the
General Assembly at its forty-second session on the imple
mentation of the Programme during 1986 and 1987 and,
following consultations with the Advisory Committee on
the United Nations Programme of Assistance in the
Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider Appreciation
of International Law, to submit recommendations regard
ing the execution of the Programme in subsequent years;

13. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-second session the item entitled "United Nations
Programme ofAssistance in the Teaching, Study, Dissemi
nation and Wider Appreciation of International Law".

112th plenary meeting
11 December 1985

40/67. Progressive development of the principles and
norms of intemationallaw relating to the new
international economic order

The General Assembly,
Bearing in mind that, in accordance with the Charter of

the United Nations, the General Assembly is called upon
to initiate studies and make recommendations for the pur
pose ofencouraging the progressive development of inter
national law and its codification,

Recalling its resolutions 320I (S-VI) and 3202 (S-VI) of
I May 1974, containing the Declaration and the Pro
gramme ofAction on the Establishment ofa New Interna
tienal Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December
1974, containing the Charter of Economic Rights and
Duties of States, 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975 on
development and international economic co-operation
and 35/56 of 5 December 1980, the annex to which con
tains the International Development Strategy for the Third
United Nations Development Decade,

Recalling also its resolutions 34/150 of 17 December
1979 and 35/166 of 15 December 1980, entitled "Consoli
dation and progressive development of the principles and
norms ofinternational economic law relating in particular
to the legal aspects of the new international economic
order", and its resolutions 36/107 of 10 December 1981,
37/103 of 16 December 1982, 38/128 of 19 December
1983, and 39175 of 13 December 198,4, entitled "Progres
sive development of the principles and norms of interna
tional law relating to the new international economic
order", ,:

Bearing in mind the urgent need' to 'adopt measures to
reactivate the process of international ,economic co-opera
tion and the negotiations undertakell,for that purpose, par

I"
16 Ibid., Fortieth Session,$,upplemen( No. 1~{A!40(IQ), paras. 32,6-334.
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34.

ticularly in view of the economic difficulties encountered
by the developing countries,

Considering the close link between the establishment of
a just and equitable international economic order and the
existence of an appropriate legal framework,

Recognizing the need for a systematic and progressive
development of the principles and norms of internation~l
law relating to the new inten,tational economic order,

Aware, however, that the period of time available for
consideration of the analytical study submitted to the
General Assembly at its thirty-ninth session by the United
Nations Institute for Training and Research,17 has been
relatively short and that so far only a limited number of
Member States have been able to submit their views and
comments thereon18 pursuant to paragraph ~ of resolution
39175,.

Convinced that a sufficient number of views and com
ments from Member States would be necessary for a
proper consideration of the manner by which further work
on the subject may be carried out,

1. Urges Member States that have not done so to sub
mit, not later than 30 June 1986, their views and com
ments with respect to the study, including proposals con
cerning further action and procedures to be adopted w~:hin

the framework of the Sixth Committee with regard to the
consideration of the analytical study;

2. Recommends that the consideration of the most
appropriate procedure for completing the elaboration of
the process of progressive development of the relevant
principles and norms of international law, and of the
forum which would be entrusted with the task, be under
taken by the General Assembly at its forty-first session,
with a view to making a final decision after taking into
account all the proposals and suggestions made by Mem
ber States on the matter;

3. Decides to iIiclude in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Progressive develop
ment of the principles and norms of international law
relating to the new international economic order".

112th plenary meeting
11 December 1985

40/68. Peaceful settlement of disputes between
States

The General Assembly,
Having examined the item entitled "Peaceful settlement

of disputes between States",
Recalling its resolution 37/10 of 15 November 1982, by

which it approved the Manila Declaration on the Peaceful
Settlement of International Disputes, annexed thereto,

Recalling also its resolutions 38/131 of 19 December
1983 and 39179 of 13 December 1984,

Deeply concerned at the continuation of conflict situa
tions and the emergence of new sources of disputes and
tension in international life, and especially at the growing
tendency to resort to force or the threat of force and to
intervention in internal affairs, and at the escalation of the
arms race, which grav~ly endanger the independence and
security of States as w~U as international peace and secu-
rity, ,

Taking into account the need to exert the utmost effort
in order to settle any ,,~ituations and disputes between

17 A/39/S04/Add,I, annex rn,'':;
18 See A/40/446 and Add. 1'-an&Add.l/Corr, L
19 A/38/343, annex; A/C6/39/L2.
20 See Official Records oftheJGt!b'eral Assembly. Thirty-ninth Session, Sup

plement NO. 33 (A/39/33), sect. III.B.

States exclusively by peaceful means and to avoid any
military actions and hostilities against other States, which
can only make more difficult the solution ofexisting prob
lems,

Considering that the question of the peaceful settlement
ofdisputes should represent one of the central concerns for
States and for the United Nations, and that efforts for
strengthening the process of peaceful settlement of dis
putes should be continued,

Taking note of the working papers on the establishment
of a commission on good offices, mediation and concili
ation for the settlement of disputes and the prevention of
conflicts among States, submitted by Nigeria, the Philip
pines and Romania, 19

Taking into account the elaboration by the Special Com
mittee on the Charter of the Unitetlll.lations and on the
Strengthening of the Role of the Organization of the out
line for the handbook on the peaceful settlement of Gis
putes between States and the conclusions thereon,20

1. Again urges all States to observe and promote in
good faith the provisions of the Manila Dedaration on the
Peaceful Settlement of International Disputes in the settle
ment of their international disputes;

2. Stresses the need to continue efforts to strengthen
the process of the peaceful settlement of disputes through
progressive development and codification of international
law and through enhancing the effectiveness of the United
Nations in this field;

3. Requests the Special Committee on the Charter of
the United Nations and on the Strengthening of the Role
ofthe Organization, during its session in 1986, to continue
its work on the question of the peaceful settlement of dis
putes between States and, in this context:

(a) To continue the consideration of the proposal con
tained in working papers submitted by Nigeria, the Philip
pines and Romania;

(b) To examine the report of the s..ocretary-General on
the progress ofwork on the draft handbook on the peaceful
settlement of disputes between States;

4. Requests the Secretary-General to continue the
preparation ofa draft handbook on the peaceful settlement
ofdisputes between States, on the basis ofthe outline elab
orated by the Special Committee and in the light of the
views expressed in the course of the discussions in the
Sixth Committee21 and in the Special Committee,22 and to
report to the Special Committee at its session in 1986 on
the progress of work, before submitting to it the draft
handbook in its final form, with a view to its approval at a
later stage;

5. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Peaceful settlement of
disputes between States".

112th plenary meeting
11 December 1985

40/69. Draft Code of Offences against the Peace and
Security of Mankind

The General Assembly,
Mindful of Article 13, paragraph I a, of the Charter of

the United Nations, which provides that the General
Assembly shall initiate studies and make recommenda-

21 Ibid., Fortieth Session. Sixth Commillee, 37th to 43rd, 48th and SOth
meetings.

22 Ibid., Fortieth Session. Supplement No. 33 (A/40/33 and Corr.I),
sect. 11.
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sidered in conjunction with· the examination of the report
of the International law Commission.

112th plenary meeting
11 December 1985

40/70. Report of the Special Committee on Enhanc
ing the Effectiveness of the Principle of Non
Use of Force in International Relations

The General Assembly,
Recalling its resolution 31/9 of 8 November 1976, in

which it invited Member States to examine further the
draft World Treaty on the Non-Use of Force in Interna
tional Relations27 as weD as other proposals made during
the consideration of the item,

Recalling also its resolution 32/150 of 19 December
1977, by which it established the Special Committee on
Enhancing the Effectiveness ofthe Principle ofNon-Use of
Force in International Relations,

Recalling, in particular, its resolutions 33/96 of 16
December 1978, 34/13 of 9 November 1979,35/50 of 4
December 1980, 36/31 of 13 November 1981, 37/105 of
16 December 1982, 38/133 of 19 December 1983 and 39/
81 of 13 December 1984, in which it decided that the Spe
cial Committee should continue its work,

Taking note of the statements made by the Chairmen of
the Special Committee at its sessions in 1983,28 1984,29
and 1985,30 based on the informal working paper
presented by the Chairman ofthe Special Committee at its
session in 1982,31

Having considered the report of the Special Committee
on the work of the session it held in 1985,32

Taking into account that the Special Committee has not
completed the mandate entrusted to it,

Reaffirming the need for effectiveness in the universal
.application of the principle of non-use of force in interna
tional relations and for assistance by the United Nations in
this endeavour,

Taking into account the suggestions of States made
during the consideration of the report of the Special Com
mittee on the preparation at the present stage ofa declara
tion on the non-use of force in international relations,

1. Takes note of the report of the Special Committee
on Enhancing the Effectiveness of the Principle of Non
Use of Force in International Relations;

2. Decides that the Special Committee shall continue
its work with the goal of drafting a world treaty on the
non-use of force in international relations and, at the earli
est possible date, as an intermediate stage, a declaration on
the non-use of force in international relations, as well as
the peaceful settlement of disputes or such other recom
mendations as the Committee deems appropriate;

3. Invites the Special Committee, in drafting the decla
ration, to take into consideration the results of work done
in the preparation of the working paper containing the
main elements ofthe principle ofnon-use offorce in inter
national relations, as well as the suggestions submitt~ 00
it and the efforts undertaken at its previous session.";

4. Invites Governments to communicate their com
ments or suggestions on the question considered by the
Special Committee;

28 Ibid., Thirty-eighth Session, Supplemefl/ No. 41 (N38/41). para. 59.
29 Ibid., Thirty-ninth Session, Supplement No. 41 (A/39/41), para. SI.
30 Ibid., Fortieth Session, Supplement No. ill (N40/4I), annex.
31 Ibid., Thirty-seventh Session,Sflpplement.'No. 41 (N37/41 and COIT.I),

para. 372.
32 Ibid., Fortieth Session. Supplement Nq",41 (N40/41).
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tions for the purpose ofencouraging the progressive devel
opment of international law and its codification,

Recalling its resolution 117 (II) of21 November 1947,
by which it directed the International law Commission to
prepare a draft code ofoffences against the pear..e and secu
rity of mankind,

Having considered the draft Code ofOffences against the
Peace and Security of Mankind prepared by the Interna
tional law Commission and submitted to the General
Assembly in 1954,23

Recalling its belief that the elaboration of a code of
offences against the peace and security of mankind could
contribute to strengthening international peace and secu
rity and thus to promoting and implementing the purposes
and principles set forth in the Charter of the United
Nations,

Recalling also its resolution 361106 of 10 December
1981, in which it invited the International law Commis
sion to resume its work with a view to elaborating the draft
Code and to examine it with the required priority in order
to review it, taking into account the results achieved by the
process of the progressive development of international
law,

Bearing in mind that the International law Commission
should fulfil its task on the basis of early elaboration of
draft articles thereof,

Having considered chapter 11 of the report of the Inter
national law Commission on the work of its thirty-sev
enth session,24 in particular paragraph 43 of the report,
containing the outline of the future Code proposed by the
Special Rapporteur, and paragraphs 99, 100 and 101 ofthe
report cc;mtaining the conclusions of the Commission,

Taking note of the rePort of the Secretary-General on
the subject,25

Taking into account the views expressed during the
debate on this item at the current session,26

Recognizing the importance and urgency of the subject,
1. Invites the International law Commission t~ con

tinue its work on the elaboration of the draft Code of
Offences against the Peace and Security of Mankind by
elaborating an introduction as well as a list of the offences,
taking into account the progress made at its thirty-seventh
session, as well as the views expressed during the fortieth
session of the General Assembly;

2. Requests the Secretary-General to seek the views of
Member States and intergovernmental organizations
regarding the outline of the future Code proposed by the
Special Rapporteur and contained in paragraph 43 of the
report of the International law Commission,24 and the
conclusions contained in paragraphs 99, 100 and 101 of
the said report;

3. Further requests the Secretary-General to include
the views received from Member States and intergovern
mental organizations in accordance with paragraph 2
above in a report to be submitted to the General Assembly
at its forty-first session with a view to adopting, at the
appropriate time, the necessary decision thereon;

4. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of/its
forty-first session the item entitled "Draft Code of Offen
ces against the Peace and Security of Mankind", to be con-

23 Ibid.• Ninth Session, Supplement No. 9 (N2693). para. 54.
24 Ibid., Fortieth Session, Supplement No. 10 (N40/1O).
25..V40/451 and Add.l-3. .
26 See Official Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Sixth

Commitlee, 23rd to 36th, 44th and 50th meetings; and ibid., Sixth Commit
tee Sessional Fascicle, corrigendum.

27 Ibid. Thirty-fourth Session. Supplement No. 41 (N34/41 and Corr.l),
annex.
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5. Requests the Special Committee to be mindful ofthe
importance of reaching general agreement whenever it has
significance for the outcome of its work;

6. Decides that the Special Committee shall accept the
participation of observers of Member States, including
participation in the meetings of its working group;

7. Requests the Special Committee to concentrate its
work in the framework of its working group;

8. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Spe
cial Committee with the necessary facilities and services;

9. Invites the Special Committee to submit a report on
its work to the General Assembly at its forty-first session,
containing, inter alia, the concrete results achieved
through the discussion of the elements referred to in para
graph 3 above;

10.. Decides to include in the prov~:>ional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Report of the Special
Committee on Enhancing the Effectiveness of the Principle
of Non-Use of Force in International Relations".

112th plenary meeting
lJ December 1985

40/71. Report of the United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law

The General Assembly,
Having considered the report of the United Nations

Commission on International Trade Law on the work of
its eighteenth session,33

Recalling that the object of the Commission is the pro
motion of the progressive harmonization and unification
of international trade law,

Recalling, in this regard, its resolution 2205 (XXI) of 17
December 1966, as well as all its other resolutions relating
to the work of the Commission,

Recalling also its resolutions 3201 (S-VI) and 3202 (S
VI) of I May 1974, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974
and 3362 (S-VII) of 16 September 1975,

Reaffirming its conviction that the progressive
harmonization and unification of international trade law,
in reducing or removing legal obstacles to the flow ofinter
national trade, especially those affecting the developing
countries, would significantly contribute to universal eco
nomic co-operation among all States on a bauis ofequality,
equity and common interest and to the elimination ofdis
crimination in international trade and, thereby, to the
well-being of all peoples,

Having regard for the need to take into account the dif
ferent social and legal systems in harmonizing and unify
ing international trade law,

Stressing the value ofparticipation by States at all levels
ofeconomic development, including developing countries,
in the process of harmonizing and unifying international
trade law,

l. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law
on the work of its eighteenth session;

2. Commends the Commission for the progress made
in its work and for having reached decisions by consensus;

3. Calls upon the Commission to continue to take
account of the relevant provisions of the resolutions con
cerning the new international economic order, as adopted
by the General Assembly at its sixth and seventh special
sessions, and reaffirms the importance, in particular for

33 Ibid.• Supplement No. 17 (A/40/17).
34 Ibid., annex I.

developing countries, of the work carried out by the Work
ing Group on the New International Economic Order on a
legal guide on the drawing up of international contracts for
construction of industrial works;

4. Notes with particular satisfaction the completion
and adoption by the Commission of the Model Law on
International Commercial Arbitration;34

5. Welcomes the work of the Commission on the legal
implications of automated data processing on the flow of
international trade as an activity of vital importance to
States at all levels of economic development, including
developing countries, and in this connection:

(a) Commends the Commission for its recommenda
tion on the legal value of computer records3s which, in
conjunction with the preparatory report submitted to the
Commission by the Secretary-General,36 aids in clarifying
the legal issues;

(b) Calls upon Governments and international organi
zations to take action, where appropriate, in conformity
with the recommendation of the Commission3s so as to
ensure legal security in the context of the widest possible
use of automated data processing in international trade;

6. Reaffirms the mandate of the Commission, as the
core legal body within the United Nations system in the
field of international trade law, to co-ordinate legal activ
ities in this field in order to avoid duplication ofeffort and
to promote efficiency, consistency and coherence in the
unification and harmonization of international trade law,
and, in this connection, recommends that the Commis
sion, through its secretariat, should continue to maintain
close co-operation with the other international organs and
organizations, including regional organizations, active in
the field of international trade law;

7. Reaffirms also the importance, in particular for the
developing countries, of the work of the Commission con
cerned with training and assistance in the field of interna
tional trade law and the desirability for it to sponsor sym
posia and seminars, in particular those organized on a
regional basis, to promote such training and assistance,
and, in this connection:

(a) Expresses its appreciation to those Governments,
regional organizations and institutions that have collabo
rated with the secretariat of the Commission in organizing
regional seminars and symposia in the field of interna
tional trade law;

(b) Welcomes the initiatives being undertaken by the
Commission and its secretariat to collaborate with other
organilzations and institutions in the organization of
regional seminars;

(c) Invites Governments, international organizations
and institutions to assist the secretariat of the Commission
in financing and organizing regional seminars and sympo
sia, in particular in developing countries;

(d) Invites Governments, relevant United Nations
organs, organizations, institutions and individuals to make
voluntary contributions to allow the resumption of the
programme of the Commission for the award of fellow
ships on a regular basis to candidates from developing
countries to enable them to participate in such symposia
and seminars;

8. Stresses the importance of bringing into effect the
conventions emanating from the work of the Commission
for the global unification and hannonization of interna
tional trade law;

9. Recommends that the Commission should continue
its work on the topics included in its progral11me of work;

35 Ibid., Supplement No. 17 (Al40/17), chap. VI, sect. B.
36 AlCN.9/265.
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10. Expresses its appreciation of the important role
played by the International Trade Law Branch of the
Office ofl.ega1 Affairs of the Secretariat, as the substantive
secretariat of t~e Commission, in assisting in the imple
mentation of the work programme of the Commission.

112th plenary meeting
11 December 1985

40/72. Model Law on International Commercial
Arbitration of the United Nations Commis
sion on International Trade Law

The General Assembly,

Recognizing the value ofarbitration as a method of set
tling disputes arising in international commercial rela
tions,

Convinced that the establishment of a model law on
arbitration that is acceptable to States with different legal,
social and economic systems contributes to the develop
ment of harmonious international economic relations,

Noting that the Model Law on International Commer
cial Arbitration34 was adopted by the United Nations
Commission on International Trade Law at its eighteenth
session, after due deliberation and extensive consultation
with arbitral institutions and individual experts on inter
national commercial arbitration,

Convinced that the Model Law, together with the Con
vention on the Recognition and Enforcement of Foreign
Arbitral Awards37 and the Arbitration Rules of the United
Nations Commission on International Trade Law38 rec
ommended by the General Assembly in its resolution 31/
98 of 15 December 1976, significantly contributes to the
establishment ofa unified legal framework for the fair and
efficient settlement of disputes arising in international
commercial relations,

1. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit the text
of the Model Law on International Commercial Arbitra
tion of the United Nations Commission on International
Trade Law, together with the travaux preparatoires from
the eighteenth session of the Commission, to Govern
ments and to arbitral institutions and other interested
bodies, such as chambers of commerce;

2. Recommends that all States give due consideration
to the Model Law on International Commercial Arbitra
tion, in view of the desirability of uniformity of the law of
arbitral procedures and the specific needs of intenlational
commercial arbitration practice.

112th plenary meeting
11 December 1985

40/73. Consideration 6f effective measures to
enhance the protectioe, security and wety of
diplomatic and oonsuJar missions and repre
sentatives

The General Assembly,
Having considered the report ofthe SeCNtary-General,39
Empl;asizing the important role ofdiplomatic and con- I

sular missions and representatives, as well as of missions
and representatives to international intergovernmental
organizations and officials of such organIZations, in the
maintenance of international peace and the promotion of
friendly relations among States and also the need for
enhancing global understanding thereof,

37 United Nations. Treaty Series, vat. 330, No. 4739, p. 38.
38 United Nations publication, Sales No. E.77.V.6.

Convinced that respect for the principles and rules of
international law governing diplomatic and consular rela
tions, in particular those aimed at ensuring the inviolabil
ity of diplomatic and consular missions and representa-·
tives, is a basic prerequisite for the normal conduct of
relations among States and for the fulfilment of the pur
poses and principles of the Charter of the United Nati,'lns,

Deeply concerned about the continued large number of
failures to respect the inviolability of diplomatic and con
sular missions and representatives, and about the serious
threat presented by such violations to the maintenance of
nonnal and peaceful international relations, which are
necessary for co-operation among States,

Alarmed by the increase of acts of violence against dip
lomatic and consular representatives, as well as against
representatives to international intergovernmental organi
zations and officials of such organizations, which endanger
or take innocent lives and seriously impede the normal
work of such representatives and officials,

Expressing its sympathy for the victims of illegal acts
against diplomatic and consular representatives and mis
sions, as well as against representatives and missions to
international intergovernmental organizations and officials
of such organizations,

Emphasizing the duty of States to take all appropriate
steps, as required by international law:

(a) To protect the premises ofdiplomatic and consular
missions, as well as of missions to international intergov
ernmental organizations,

(b) To prevent any attacks on diplomatic and consular
representatives, as well as on representatives to interna
tional intergovernmental organizations and officials of
such organizations,

(c) To apprehend the offenders and to bring them to
justice,

Noting that, in spite of the call by the General Assembly
at its previous sessions, not all States have yet become par
ties to the relevant conventions concerning the inviolabil
ity of diplomatic and consular missions and representa
tives,

Convinced that the reporting procedures established
under General Assembly resolution 35/168 of 15 Decem
ber 1980 and further elaborated in later Assembly resolu
tions are important steps in the efforts to enhance the pro
tection, security and safety of diplomatic and consular
missions and representatives,

Desiring to maintain and further strengthen those
reporting procedures,

1. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-General;
2. Strongly condemns acts of violence against diplo

matic and consular missions and representatives, as well
as against missions and representatives to international
intergovernmental organizations and officials of such
organizations, and emphasizes that such acts cannot be
justified;

3. Emphasizes the importance of enhanced awareness
throughout the world of the necessity of ensuring the pro
tection, security and safety of such missions, representa
tives and officials, as well as of the role of the United
Nations in this regard;

4. Urges States to observe and to implement the
principles and rules of international law governing ~iplo

matic and consular relations and, in particular, to take all
necessary measures in conformity with their international
obligations to ensure effectively the protection, security

39 A/40/453 and Add. I-10.
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and safety ofall diplomatic and consular missions and rep
resentatives officially present in territory under their juris
diction, including practicable measures to prohibit in their
territories illegal activities of persons, groups and organi
zations that encourage, instigate, organize or engage in the
perpetration of acts against the security and safety of such
missions and representatives;

5. Calls upon States to take all necessary measures at
the national and international levels to prevent any acts of
violence against diplomatic and consular missions and
representatives, as well as against missions and representa
tives to international intergovernmental organizations and
officials of such organizations, and, in accordance with
national law and international treaties, to prosecute or
extradite those who perpetrate such acts;

6. Recommends that States should co-operate closely
through, inter alia, contacts between the diplomatic and
consular missions and the receiving State, with regard to
practical measures designed to enhance the protection,
security and safety of diplomatic and consular missions
all ri !'ep~esentatives and with regard to exchange of infor
mation on the circumstances of all serious violations
thereof;

7. Calls upon States that have not yet done so to con
sider becoming parties to the instruments relevant to the
protection, security and safety of diplomatic and consular
missions and representatives;

8. Calls upon States, in cases where a dispute arises in
connection with a violation of the principles and rules of
international law concerning the inviolability of diplo
matic and consular missions and representatives, to make
use of the means for peacreful settlement ofdisputes, inclu
ding the good offices of the Secretary-General;

9. Requests:
(a) All States to report to the Secretary-General as

promptly as possible serious violations of the protection,
security and safety of diplomatic and consular missions
and representatives;

(b) The State in which the violation took place - and,
to the extent applicable, the State where the alleged
offender is present - to report as promptly as possible on
measures taken to bring the offender to justice and eventu
ally to communicate, in accordance with its iaws, the final
outcome of the proceedings against the offender, and on
measures adopted with a view to preventing a repetition of
such violations;

10. Requests the Secretary-General:
(a) To circulate to all States, upon receipt, the reports

received by him pursuant to paragraph 9 above, unless the
reporting State requests otherwise;

(b) When a serious violation has been reported pursu
ant to paragraph 9 (a) above, to draw the attention, when
appropriate, of the States directly concerned to the report
ing procedures provided for in paragraph 9 above';

11. Requests the Secretary-General to invite States to
inform him of their views with respect to any measures
needed to enhance the protection, security and. safety of
diplomatic and consular missions and representatives;

12. Also requests the Secretary-General to submit to
the General Assembly at its forty-first session a report con
taining:

(a) Information on the state of ratification of, and
accessions to, the instruments referred to in paragraph 7
above;

40 Offu:ial Records ofthe General Assembl.v. Fonieth Session. Supplemenl
No.4.f(A/40/43).

(b) The reports received and views expressed pursuant
to paragraphs 9 and 11 above;

13. Further requests the Secretary-General to prepare
and to circulate to all States, by 31 July 1986, a survey of
the operation, since their establishment, of the reporting
procedures provided for in paragraph 9 above, with a
view, in particular, to the strengthening of those proce
dures;

14. Invites the Secretary-General to submit to the Gen
eral Assembly at its forty-first session any views he may
wish to express on the matters referred to in paragraphs 12
and 13 above;

15. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Consideration ofeffec
tive measures to enhance the protection, security and
safety ofdiplomatic and consular missions and representa
tives: report of the Secretary-General".

112th plenary meeting
1I December 1985

40/74. Drafting of an intemational convention
against the recrnitment, nse, financing and
training of mercenarieu

The General Assembly,

Bearing in mind the need for strict observance of the
principles of sovereign equality, political independence,
territorial integrity of States and self-determination of
peoples, enshr.ned in the Charter of the United Nations
and developed in the Declaration on Principles of Interna
tional Law concerning Friendly Relations and Co-opern
tion among States in accordance with the Charter of the
United Nations,2

Recalling its resolutions, particularly resolutions 2395
(XXIII) of 29 November 1968, 2465 (XXIII) of 20
December 1968, 2548 (XXIV) of 11 December 1969,
2708 (XXV) of 14 December 1970 and 3103 (XXVIII) of
12 December 1973, and its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14
December 1960, as well as Security Council resolutions
405 (1977) of 14 April 1977, 419 (1977) of24 November
1977,496 (1981) of 15 December 1981 and 507 (1982) of
28 May 1982, in which the United Nations denounced the
practice of using mercenaries, in particular against devel
oping countries and national liberation movements,

Recalling in particular its resolution 39/84 of 13 Decem
ber 1984, by which it renewed the mandate of the Ad Hoc
Committee on the Drafting of an International Conven
tion against the Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training
of Mercenaries,

Having considered the report of the Ad Hoc Committee
on its fifth session,40

Recognizing that the activities. of mercenaries are con
trary to fundamental principles of international law, such
as non-interference in the internal affairs of States, terri
torial integrity and independence, and seriously impede
the process of self-determination of peoples struggling
against colonialism, racism and apartheid and all forms of
foreign domination,

Bearing in mind the pernicious impact that the activities
of mercenaries have on international peace and security,

Considering that the progressive development and codi
fication of the rules of international law on mercenaries
would contribute immensely to the implementation of the
purposes and principles of the Charter,

i
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Taking account of the fact that, although the Ad Hoc
Committee has made some progress, it has not yet fulfilled
its mandate,

Reaffirming the need for the elaboration, at the earliest
possible date, of an international convention against the
recruitment, use, financing and training of mercenaries,

I. Takes note of the report of the Ad Hoc Committee
on the Drafting ofan International Convention against the
Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training of Mercenaries
and the progress made by the Ad Hoc Committee,
especially during its fifth session;

2. Decides to renew the mandate of the Ad Hoc Com
mittee to enable it to continue its work on the drafting of
an international convention against the recruitment, use,
financing and training of mercenaries;

3. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee, in the fulfilment of
its mandate, to use the draft articles contained in chapter
V of its report,40 entitled "Consolidated negotiating basis
ofa convention against the recruitment, use, financing and
training of mercenaries" as a basis for future negotiation
on the text of the proposed international convention;

4. Invites the Ad Hoc Committee to take into account
the suggestions and proposals of Member States submitted
to the Secretary-General on the subject and the views and
comments expressed at the current session of the General
Assembly;41

5. Decides that the Ad Hoc Committee shall accept the
participation of observers of Member States, including
participation in the meetings of its working groups;

6. Requests the Secretary-General to provide the Ad
Hoc Committee with any assistance and facilities it may
require for the performance of its work;

7. Decides that the Ad Hoc Committee shall hold its
sixth session for four weeks, from 16 June to 11 July 1986;

8. Requests the Ad Hoc Committee to make every
effort to complete its mandate at its sixth session and to
submit a draft convention to the General Assembly at its
forty-first session;

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Report of the Ad Hoc
Committee on the Drafting of an International Conven
tion against the Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training
of Mercenaries".

112th plenary meeting
11 December 1985

40/75. Report of the International Law Commission
The General Assembly,
Having considered the report of the International Law

Commission on the work of its thirty-seventh session,24
Emphasizing the need for the progressive development

ofinternationallawand its codification in order to make it
a more effective means of implementing the purposes and
principles set forth in the Charter of the United Nations
and in the Declaration on Principles of International Law
concerning Friendly Relations and Co-operation among
States in accordance with the Charter of the United
Nations2 and to give increasing importance to its role in
relations among States,

Recognizing the importance of referring legal and draft
ing questions to the Sixth Committee, including topics
which might be submitted to the International Law Com
mission, and of enabling the Sixth Committee and the
Commission further to enhance their contributions to the

41 Ibid., Fortieth Session. Sixth Commillee. 13th lo 17th. 44th and 48th
meetings.

progressive development of international law and its codi
fication,

Recalling the need to keep under review those topics of
international law which, given their new or renewed inter
est for the contemporary international community, may be
suitable for progressive development and codification of
international law and therefore may be included in the
future programme of work of the International Law Com
mission.

I. Takes note of the report of the International Law
Commission on the work of its thirty-seventh session;

2. Expresses its appreciation to the International Law
Commission for the work accomplished at that session;

3. Recommends that, taking into account the com
ments of Governments, whether in writing or expressed
orally in debates in the General Assembly, the Interna
tional Law Commission should continue its work on the
topics in its current programme, bearing in mind the clear
desirability of achieving as much progress as possible in
the preparation of draft articles on specific topics before
the conclusion of the term ofoffice of the present member
ship;

4. Expresses its satisfaction with the conclusions and
intentions of the International Law Commission con
cerning its procedures and methods ofwork, as reflected in
paragraphs 297 to 306 of its report;24

5. Reaffirms its previous decisions concerning the
increased role of the Codification Division of the Office of
Legal Affairs of the Secretariat and those concerning the
documentation of the International Law Commission;

6. Appeals to Governments and, as appropriate, to
international organizations to respond as fully and expedi
tiously as possible to the requests of the Inteillational Law
Commission for comments, observations and replies to
questionnaires and for materials on topics in its pro
gmmme of work;

7. Reaffirms its wish that the International Law Com
mission continue to enhance its co-operation with inter
governmental legal bodies whose work is of interest for the
progressive development of international law and its codi
fication;

8. Expresses the wish that seminars will continue to be
held in conjunction with sessions of the International Law
Commission and that an increasing number ofparticipants
from developing countries will be given the opportunity to
attend those seminars and appeals to States that can do so
to make the voluntary contributions that are urgently
needed for the holding of the seminars;

9. Requests the Secretary-General to forward to the
International Law Commission, for its attention, the
records of the debate on the report of the Commission at
the fortieth session of the General Assembly42 and to pre
pare and distribute a topical summary of the debate.

112th plenary meeting
11 December 1985

40/76. Preparation for the United Nations Con
ference on the Law of Treaties between States
and International Organizations or between
International Organizations

The General Assembly,

Recalling its resolutIOn 37/112 of 16 December 1982,
by which it decided that an international convention
should be concluded on the basis of the draft articles on

42 Ibid., Sixth Commillee. 23rd to 36tht-4.6th and 47th meetings; and ibid.•
Sixth Commillee. Sessional Fascicle. corrigendum.
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the law oftreaties between States and international organi
zations or between international organizations adopted by
the International Law Commission at its thirty-fourth ses
sion,43

Recalling alsu its resolution 39/86 of 13 December
1984, by which it decided that the United Nations C()~1

ference on the Law ofTreaties between States and Interna
tional Organizations or between International Organiza
tions should be held at Vienna from 18 February to 21
March 1986, and referred to the Conference, as the basic
proposal for its consideration, the draft articles on the law
of treaties between States and international organizations
or between international organizations adopted by the
International Law Commission at its thirty-fourth session,

Recallingfurther its appeal, in paragraph 8 of resolution
39/86, to participants in the Conference to organize con
sultations, primarily on the organization and methods of
work of the Conference, including rules of procedure, and
on major issues of substance, including final clauses and
settlement ofdisputes, prior to the convening of the Con
ference in order to facilitate a successful conclusion of its
work through the promotion of general agreement,

Reiterating the importance of enhancing the process of
codification and progressive development of international
law at a universal level,

1. Considers that the informal consultations held pur
suant to paragraph 8 ofresolution 39/86 have proved to be
useful in enabling thorough preparation for successful con
duct of the United Nations Conference on the Law of
Treaties between States and International Organizations or
between International Organizations;

2. Expresses its satisfaction with the successful out
come of the work of the informal consultations conducted
by the co-Chairmen;

3. Decides that, in addition to the organizations refer
red to in paragraph 2 (e) of resolution 39/86, the United
Nations should participate in the Conference;

4" Decides to transmit to the Conference and to recom
mend that it adopt the draft rules of procedure for the
Conference, worked out during the informal consultations
and annexed to the present resolution as annex I, taking
into account that those draft rules were drafted for the spe
cific use of that Conference in view of its particular nature
and the subject-matter to be considered by it;

5. Decides further to transmit to the Conference for its
consideration and action, as appropriate, a list of draft
articles of the basic proposal, for which substantive con
sideration is deemed necessary and which are annexed to
the present resolution as annex 11;

6. Refers to the Conference for its consideration the
draft final clauses presented by the co-Chairmen on which
an exchange of views was held and which are annexed to
the present resolution as annex III.

112th plenary meeting
lJ December 1985

ANNEX I
United NatiollS Conference on tbe Law of Treaties between States and

Interna~onal Orpnlzations or between International Orjanizations
(V1e1lDa, 18 Februry·21 Marcb 1986)

DrtI/t ",tu 0/proadure

I. REPRESENTATION AND CREDENTIALS
Composition ofdelegations

Rule 1
The delegation of each SIllt'e, Namibia, represented by the United

Nations Council for Namibia and each organization referred to in rule 60

43 Ibid., Thirty·seventh Session,;.supplement No. 10 (Al37/1O), chap. 11,
sect. D. ."'?'~'

participating in the Conference shall consist of a head of delegation and
such other representatives, alternate representatives and advisers as may
be required.

Alternates and advisers

Rule 2

The head of delegation may designate an alternate representative or lID

adviser to act as a representative.

Credentials. corresponding documents and
notifications ofdelegations

Rule 3

I. The credentials of representatives ofStates, the corresponding docu
ments of the organizations mentioned in rule 60 as weil as appropriate
notifications, containing the names and titles of the members ofeach dele
gation referred to in mle I authorizing them to participate in the Con
ference shall be submitted early to the Executive Secrelllry of the Con
ference, and if possible not later than 24 hours after the opening of the
Conference. Any subsequent change in the composition ofdelegations s~a11

also be submitted to the Executive Secretary.

2. The credentials of representatives of Sllltes shall be issued by the
head of Slllte or Government or by the minister for foreign affairs.

3. The corresponding documents oforganizations referred to in rule 60
shall be submitted to the Executive Secretary of the Conference together
with a statement on behalf of the organization confirming that such docu
ment is issued in accordance with the internal rules and practices of the
organization concerned.

Credentials Commillee

Rule 4

A Credentials Committee shall be appointed at the beginning of the Con
ference. It shall consist ofnine members from among the represenllltives of
participating Sllltes who shall be appointed by the Conference on the pro
posal of the President. It shall examine the credentials of representatives of
States and report to the Conference without delay. The Credentials Com
mittee shall also verilY the corresponding documents submitted by repre
sentatives of the organizations referred to in rule 60 in accordance with
rule 3 and report to the Conference on those documents.

Provisional participation in the Conference

Rule 5
Pending a decision of the Conference on their credentials, represenlll

tives of States shall be entitled to participate provisionally in the Con
ference. Representatives of the organizations re.erred to in rule 60 shall
likewise be entitled to participate provisionally in the Conference pending
its decision on whether the documents submitted by them are in conform
ity with the requirements provided in rule 3.

11. OFFlCERS

Elections

Rule 6
The Conference shall elect from among the representatives of participa

ting States the following officers: a President and twenty-two Vice-Presi
dents, as well as the Chairman ofthe Committee of the Whole provided for
in rule 47 and the Chairman of the Drafting Committee provided for in
rule 48. These officers shall be elected on the basis ofensuring the represen
tative character of the General Committee. The Conference may also elect
such other officers as it deems necessary for the performance of its func
tions.

General powers ofthe President

Rule 7

I. In addition to exercising the powers conferred upon him elsewhere
by these rules, the President shall preside al the plenary meetings of the
Conference. declare the opening and closing ofeach meeting, direct the dis
cussion, ensure observance of these rules, accord the right to speak, pro
mote the achievement of general agreement, put questions to the vote and
announce decisions reached by genera! agreement or taken by vote. The
President shall rule on points oforder and, subject to these rules, shall have
complete control of the proceedings and over the maintenance of order
thereat. The President may propose to the Conference the closure of the list
of speakers. a limiuition on the time to be allowed to speakers and on the
number of times each representative may speak on a question, the adjourn-
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ment or the closure ofthe debate and the suspension or the adjournment of
a meeting.

2. The President. in the exercise of his functions, remains under the
authority of the Conference.

Acting President

Rule 8

I. Ifthe President finds it nCCCSSllI)' to be absent from a meeting or any
part thereof. he shall desisnatc a Vice-President to take his place.

2. A Vice-President acting as President shall have the powers and
duties of the President.

Replacement ofthe President

Rule 9

If the President is unable to perform his functions. a new President shall
be elected.

The President shall not vote

Rule 10

The President, or a Vice-President acting as President, shall not vote in
the Conference, but may desisnate another member of his delegation to
vote in his place.

Ill. GENERAL COMMIITEE

Composition

Rule 11

There shall be a General Committee consisting of twenty-five members
which shall comprise the President and Vice-Presidents of the Conference,
the Chairman of the Committee of the Whole /lnd the Chairman of the
Drafting C,!lmmittee. The President of the Conference, or in his absence
one of the Vice-Presidents desisnated by him, shall serve as Chairman of
the C"JCneral Committee.

Substitute members

Rule 12

If the President or a Vice-President of the Conference is to be absent
during a meeting ofthe General Committee, he may desisnate a member of
his delegation to sit and vote in the Committee. In case of absence, the
Chairman of the Committee of the Whole shall desisnatethe Vice-Chair
man of that Committee as his substitute and the Chairman of the Drafting
Committee shall desisnate a member of the Drafting Committee. When
serving on the General Committee, the Vice-Chairman of the Committee
of the Whole or member of the Drafting Committee shall not have the
right to vote ifhe is of the same delegation as another member of the Gen
eral Committee.

Functions

Rule 13

The General Committee shall assist the President in the general conduct
of the business of the Conference and, subject to the decisions of the Con
ference. shall ensure the co-ordination of its work. It shall also exercise
powers conferred upon it by rule 63.

IV. SECRETARIAT

Duties ofthe Secretary-General
/

Rule 14

I. The Secretary-General onhe United Nations shall be the Secretal)'
General of the Conference. He, or his representative, shall act in that
capacity in all meetings of the Conference and its committees.

2. The Secretary-General shall appoint an Executive Secretary of the
Conference and shall provide and direct the staff required by the Con
ference and its committees.

Duties ofthe secretariat

Rule 15

The secretariat of the Conference shall, in accordance with these rules:

(a) Interpret speeches made at meetings;

(b) Receive. translate. reproduce and distribute the documents, of the
Conference;

(c) Publish and circulate the official documents of the Conference;

(d) Prepare and circulate records of public meetings;

(e) Make and arrange for the keeping of sound recordings of m~tings;

(j) Arrange for the custody and pi'C$Crvation of the documents of <be
Conference in the archives of the United Nations;

(g) Generally perform all other work that the Conference may require.

Statements by the secretariat

Rule 16

In the exercise of the duties refeITcd to in rules 14 and 15. the Secretary
General or I'"y other member ofthe staffdesisnated for that purpose may.
at any time, make either oral or Written statements concerning any ques-
tion under consideration. . . ,

V. CONDUCT OF BUSINESS

Quorum

Rule 17

The President may declare !I, meeting open and permit the debate to pro
ceed when representatives ofat least one third ofthe States participating in
the Conference are present. The presence of representatives of two thirds of
the States so participating shall be required for any decision to be taken.

Speeches

Rule 18

I. No one may address the Conference without having previously
obtained the permission orthe President. Subject to rules 19.20 and 23 to
25, the President shall call upon speakers in the order in which they sisnilY
their desire to speak. The secretariat shall be in charge ofdrawing up a list
of sue I speakers. The President may call a speaker to order if his remarks
are not relevant to the subjl;lCl under discussion.

2. The Conference may limit the time allowed to each speaker and the
number of times each representative may speak on a question. Before a
decision is taken, two representatives may speak in favour of. and two
against, a proposal to set such limits. When the debate is limited and a
speaker exceeds the allotted time, the President shall call him to order
without delay.

Precedence

Rule 19

The chairman or rapporteur of a committee, or the representative of a
sub-comnrittee or working group, may be accorded precedence for the pur
pose of explaining the conclusions arrived at by his committee, sub-com
mittee or working group.

POints oforder

Rule 20

During the discussion of any matter, a representative of a participating
State may at any time raise a point oforder, which shall be decided imme
diately by the President in accordance with these rules. A representative of
a participating State may appeal against the ruling of the President. The
appeal shall be put to the vote immediately. and the President's ruling shall
stand unless overruled by a majority of such representatives present and
voting. A representative may not, in raising a point of order. speak on the
substance of the matter under discussion.

Closing ofthe list ofspeakers

Rule 21

During the course of a debate the President may announce the list of
speakers and, with the consent of the Conference, declare the list closed.

Right ofreply

Rule 22

I. Notwithstanding rule 21, the President shall accord the right of reply
to any delegation that requests it.

2. Replies made pursuant to the present rule shall be made at the end
of the last meeting of the day, or at the conclusion of the consideration of
the relevant issue if that is sooner.

3. The number of interventions in exercise of the right of reply for any
delegation at a given meeting should be limited to two per issue.

4. The first intervention in the exercise'ofthe right of reply, for any del
egation on any issue at a given meeting, shall be limited to five minutes and
the second intervention shall be limited ·tolthree minutes.

Adjournment of'debate

Rule 23

During the discussion of any matt~~\.illrepresentative may move the
adjournment of the debate on the qUeli!iqy..,lJnder.discussion. In addition to
the proposer of the motion, two re;~!1lfitives may speak in favour of,
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and two apinst, the adjournment, after which the motion shall be put
immediately to the vote.

Closure ofdebate

Rule 14

A representative may at any time move the closure of the debate on the
question under discussion, whether or not any other representative has sig
nified his wish to speak. Permission t~ speak on the closure of the debate
shall be accorded only to two speakerS opposing the closure, after which the
motion shall be put imrnediately to the vote.

Suspension or adjournment ofthe meeting

Rule 15

During the discussion ofany matter, a representative may move the sus
pension or the adjournment of the meeting. Such motions shall not be
debated, but shall be put immediately to the vote.

Order ofmotions

Rule 16

Subject to rule 20, the motions indicated below shall have precedence in
the following order over all proposals or other motions before !be meeting:

(a) To suspend the meeting;

(b) To adjourn the meeting;

(c) To adjourn the debate on t1ie question under discussion;

(d) To close the debate on the question under discussion.

Basic proposal

Rule 17

The draft articles on the law of treaties between States and international
organizations or between international organizations, adopted by the Inter
national Law Commission,43 shall constitute the basic proposal for consid
eration by the Conference.

Articles ofthe basic proposal requiring
substantive consideration

Rule 18

I. The Conference shall decide which of the draft articles of the basic
proposal referred to in rule 27 require substantive consideration. These
draft articles shall be referred to the Committee of the Whole and all other
draft articles shall be referred directly to the Drafting Coml""ittee.

2. After such a decision is taken by the Conference:

(a) The Committee of the Whole may decide, at the request of a repre
sentative, to give substantive consideration to a panicular anicle of the
basic proposal that was referred directly to the Drafting Committee;

(b) The Drafting Cornmittee itself may decide, where necessary, to
transfer particular draft anicles of the basic proposal to the Committee of
the Whole for subslantive consideration.

Other proposals and amendments

Rule 19

Other proposals and amendments thereto shall normally be submitted in
writing to the Executive 3ecretary of the Conference, who shall circulate
copies to all delegations. As a general rule, no proposal shall be considered
at any meeting ofthe Conference unless copies ofit have been circulated to
all delegations not later than the day preceding the meeting. The President
may, however, permit the consideration of amendments, even though
these amendments have not been circulated or have only been circulated
on the same day.

Decisions on competence

Rule 30

Subject to rule 20, any motion calling for a decision on the competence
ofthe Conference to discuss any matter or to adopt a proposal submitted to
it shall be put to the vote before the matter is discussed or a decision is
taken as to the proposal in question.

Withdrawillofproposals and motions

Rule 3}

A proposal may be withdraWn' by its proposer at any time before voting
on it has commenced, providea'tltat it has not been amended. A proposal
or a motion that has thus beeii'Withdrawn may be reintroduced.

Reconsideration ofproposals

Rule 32

When a proposal has been adopted or rejected it may not be reconsid
ered unless the Conference, by a two-thirds majority of the representatives
of panicipating States present and voting, so decides. Permission to speak
on the motion to reconsider shall be accorded only to two speakers from
representatives of panicipating States opposing the motion, after which it
shall be put immediately to the vote.

}nvitations to technical advisers

Rule 33

The Conference may invite to one or more of its meetings any person
whosc technical advice it may consider useful for its work.

VI. DECISION-TAKING

Decision-taking rights

Rule 34

Decision-taJcing rights shall be exercised only by States participating in
the Conference. In decision-taJcing by vote each State represented at the
Conference shall have one vote.

Majority required

Rule 35

I. Decisions of the Conference on all matters of substance shall be
taken by a two-thirds majority of the representatives present and voting.

2. Decisions of the Conference on matters of procedure shall be taken
by a majority of the representatives present and voting.

3. If the question arises whether a matter is one ofproccdure or ofsub
stance, the President shall rule on the question. An appeal against this rul
ing shall be put to the vote immediately and the President's ruling shall
stand unless overruled by a majority ofthe representatives present and vot
ing.

Meaning ofthe phrase "representatives
present and voting"

Rule 36

For the purposes of these rules, the phrase "representatives present and
voting" means representatives present and casting an affirmative or nega
tive vote. Representatives who abstain from voting shall be considered as
not voting.

Method ofvoting

Rule 37

Except as provided in rule 43, the Conference shall normally vote by
show of hands or by standing, but any representative may request a roll
call. The roll-ca11 shall be taken in the English alphabetical order of the
names ofthe States ;>anicipating in the Conference, beginning with the del
egation whose name is drawn by lot by the President.

Conduct during voting

Rule 38

The President shall announce the commencement of voting, after which
no representative shall be permitted to intervene until the result of the vote
has been announced, except on a point oforder in connection with the pro
cess of voting.

Explanation of vote

Rule 39

Representatives may make brief statements consisting solely ofexplana
tion of their votes, before the voting has commenced or after the voting has
been completed. The representative of a State sponsoring a proposal or
motion shall not speak in explanation ofvote thereon, except if it has been
amended.

Division ofproposals

Rule 40

A representative ofa panicipating State may move that pans ofa propo
sal shall be voted on separately. Ifobjection is made to the request for divi
sion, the motion for division shall be voted upon. If the motion for divi
sion is carried, those pans of the proposal that are subsequently appre ved
shall be put to the vote as a whole. If all operative parts of the proposal
have been rejected, the proposal shall be considered to have been rejected
as a whole.
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Voting on amendments

Rule 41

When an amendment is moved to a proposal, the amendment shall be
voted on first. When two or more amendments are moved to a proposal,
the Conference shall first vote on the amendment funhest removed in sub
stance from the original proposal and then on the amendment next fUnhest
removed tilerefrom, and so on until all the amendments have been put to
the vote. Where, however, the adoption of one amendment necessarily
implies the rejection of another amendment, the latter amendment shall
not be put to the vote. If one or more amendments are adopted, the
• '·\ended proposal shall then be voted upon. A motion is considered an
.".endment to a proposal if it merely adds to. deletes from or revises pan
of the proposal. Unless specified otherwise. the word "proposal" in these
rules shall be considered as including amendments.

Voting on proposals

Rule 42

If two or more proposals relate to the same question. the Conference
shall, unless it decides otherwise. vote on the proposals in the order in
which they have been submitted. The Conference may. after each vote on a
proposal, decide whether to vote on the next proposal.

Elections

Rule 43
All elections shall be held by secret ballot unless otherwise decided by

the Conference.

Rule 44

I. If, when one person or one delegation ofa participating State is to be
elected, no candidate obtains in the first ballot a majority of the votes of
the representatives present and voting, a second ballot restricted to the two
candidates obtaining the largest number of votes shall be taken. If in the
second ballot the votes are equally divided. the President shall decide
between the candidates by drawing lots.

2. In the case ofa tie in the first ballot among three or more candidates
obtaining the largest number of votes. a second ballot shall be held. If a tie
results among more than two candidates, the number shall be reduced to
two by lot and the balloting, restricted to them. shall continue in accord
ance with the preceding paragraph.

Rule 45
When two or more elective places are to be filled at one time under the

same conditions, those candidates. not exceeding the number of such
places, obtaining in the first ballot a majority ofthe votes of the representa·
tives present and voting shall be elected. If the number of candidates
obtaining such majority is less than the number of pel'!lOns or delegations
to be elected. there shall be additional ballots to fill the remaining places,
the voting being restricted to the candidates obtaining the greatest number
of votes in the previous ballot, to a number not more than twice the places
remaining to be filled, provided that, after the third inconclusive ballot,
votes may be cast for any eligible person or delegation. If three such
unrestricted ballots are inconclusive, the next three ballots shall be
restricted to candidates who obtained the greatest number of votes in the
third of the unrestricted ballots. to a number not more than twice the
places remaining to be filled, and the following three ballots thereafter shall
be unrestricted. and so on until all the places have been filled.

Equally divided votes

Rule 46
If a vote is equally divided on matten: other than elections, the proposal

or motion shall be regarded as rejected.

Vii. COMMITTEES

Committee ofthe Whole

Rule 47

The Conference shall establish a Committee of the Whole. which may I

set up sub-committees or working groups. The Committee of the Whole.
shall have as its officers a Chairman. a Vice-Chairman and a Rapponeur.

Drafting Committee

Rule 48
I. The Conference shall establish a Drafting Committee consisting of

IS members representing panicipating States, including its Chairman who
shall be elected by the Conference in accordance with rule 6. The other 14
members of the Committee shall be appointed by the Conference on the
proposal of the General Committee. The Rapponeur of the Committee of

the Whole participates ex ojJiJ:io. without a vote, in the work of the Draft
illg Committee.

2. The Drafting Committee shall consider draft anicles of the basic
proposal referred to it directly pursuant to paragraph I of rule 28. It shall
also consider any draft anicles referred to it by the Committee of the
Whole after initial consideration by that Committee. The Drafting Com
mittee shall funhermore prepare drafts and give advice on drafting as
requested by the Conference or by ·the. Committee of the Whole. It shall
also co-ordinate and review the drafting of all texts adopted and shall
report, as appropriate. either to the Conference or to the Committee of the
Whole.

Officers

Rule 49

Except as otherwise provided in rule 6. each committee, sub-committee
and working group shall elect its own officers from among representatives
of panicipating States.

Quorum

Rule 50

I. The Chairman of the Committee of the Whole may declare a meet
ing open and permit the debate to proceerl when representatives of at least
one quaner of the States panicipating in the Conference are present. The
presence ofrepresentatives ofa majority of the States so panicipating shall
be required for any decision to be taken.

2. A majority of the representatives on the General. Drafting or Cre
dentials Committees or any sub-committee or working group shall consti
tute a quorum.

Officers. conduct ofbusiness and decision'taking

Rule 51

The ruleS contained in chapters 11, V (except rule 17) and VI above shall
be applicable. mutatis mutandis, to the proceedings of committees, sub
committees and working groups, except that:

(a) The Chairmen of the General. Drafting and Credentials Commit
tees and the chairman of any sub-committee or working group may exer
cise the right to vote;

(b) Decisions ofcommittees. sub-committees and working groups shall
be taken by a majority of the representatives of States present and ~oting,
except that the reconsideration of a proposal or an amendment shall
require the majority established by rule 32.

VIII. LANGUAGES AND RECORDS

Languages ofthe Conference

Rule 52

Arabic, Chinese. English. French. Russian and Spanish shall be the lan
guages of the Conference.

Rule 53

I. Speeches made in a language of the Conference shall be interpreted
into the other such languages.

2. A representative may speak in a language other than a language of
the Conference if the delegation concerned provides for interpretation into
one such language.

Records and sound recordings ofmeetings

Rule 54

I. Summary records of the plenary meetings of the Conference and of
the meetings of the Committee of the Whole shall be kept in the languages
of the Conference. As a general rule. they shall be circulated as soon as pos
sible, simultaneously in all the languages of the Conference. to all represen
tatives. who shall inform the secretariat within five working days after the
circulation of the summary record of any changes they wish to have made.

2. The secretariat ~hall make sound recordings of meetings of the Con
ference, the Committee of the Whole and the Drafting Committee. Such
recordings shall be made ofmeetings ofother committees. sub-committees
or working groups when the body concerned so dl:Cides.

Languages ofoffici!)1 documents

Rule 55 . \
Official documents shall be made availablcr.in the languages of the Con

ference.

R

s
d

R

h

R

t
e
s



IX. Resolutions adopted on the reports of the Sixth Committee 315

IX. PUBLIC AND PRIVATE MEETINGS

Plenary meetings and meetings ofcommillees

Rule 56

The plenary meetings of the Conference and the meetings ofcommittees
shall be held in public unless the' body concerned decides otherwise. All
decisions taken by the plenary of the Conference at a private meeting shall
be announced at an early publicineeting of the plenary.

Meetings ofsub-commillees or working groups

Rule 57

As a general rule meetings ofa sub-committee or working group shall be
held in private.

Communiques on private meetings

Rule 58

At the close of a private meeting, the chairman of the organ concerned
may issue a communique to the press through the Executive Secretary.

X. OTHER PARTICIPANTS AND OBSERVERS

Representatives ofthe United Nations Council for Namibia

Rule 59

Representatives designated by the United Nations Council for Namibia
may participate in the deliberations of the Conference, the Committee of
the Whole and other committees; sub-committees or working groups, in
accordance with the relevant resolutions and decisions of the General
Assembly.

Representatives of the United Nations and of the organizations that have
received an invitation from the General Assembly in subparagraph 2 (e) of
its resolution 39/86

Rule 60

I. Except as otherwise provided in the present rules, representatives
designated by the United Nations or by organizations referred to in subpar
agraph 2 (e) of General Assembly resolution 39/86, that have traditionally
been invited to participate as observers at legal codification conferences
convened under the auspices of the United Nations, shall participate in the
Conference in the following capacity:

(a) To participate in public and private meetings of the Conference, the
Committee of the Whole, sub-committees and working groups, as well as
in the process leading to general agreement;

(b) To submit documents for circulation;

(c) To intervene in the debates;

- To exercise the right of reply in accordance with rule 22;

-10 -:''Iplain their positions on any matter on which a decision has
been or is to be taken;

(d) To submit substantive proposals, which as such may only Ire put to
the vote subject to rule 63 if a formal request is made by a State to that
effect. If the proposal has been circulated in writing, the formal request
shall be circulated in the same manner;

(e) To submit procedural motions, including those referred to in rules
23, 24 and 25, which may not be put to the vote unless supported by a
State.

2. Representatives of the organizations participating in the Conference
in accordance with paragraph I of this- rule may not:

(a) Object to any procedural motion put forward by a representative of
a participating State;

(b) Prevent on their own the achievement ofgeneral agreement or par
ticipate in any vote.

3. Delegations of the organizations referred to in paragraph I shall be
seated in alphabetical order following the seating of delegations of States.

Representatives oforganizations that have received a standing invitation
from the General Assembly to participate in the sessions ~nd the work of
all international conferences convened under its auspices in the capacity
of observers in accordance. with General Assembly resolutions 3237
(XXIX) and 311152

Rule 61
" .'

Representatives designated by organizations that have received a stand
ing invitation from the Gerieral Assembly in accordance with General

441t is understood that if certain changes to the articles listed were
approved by the Conference, consequential changes might have to be intro
duced in other draft articles.

Assembly resolutions 3237 (XXIX) of 22 November 1974 and 31/152 of
20 December 1976 to participate in the sessions and the work ofall inter
national conferences convened under its auspices have the right to partici
pate as observers, without the right to vote, in the deliberations of the Con
ference, the Committee of the Whole and, as appropriate, other
committees, sub-committees or working groups.

Representatives of national liberation movements

Rule 62

Representatives designated by national liberation movements invited to
the Conference may participate as observers, without the right to vote, in
the deliberations of the Conference, the Committee of the Whole and, as
appropriate, other committees, sub-committees or working groups.

XI. PROMOTION OF GENERAL AGREEMENT

Promotion ofgeneral agreement

Rule 63

I. The Conference shall, both at the plenary and at the Committee of
the Whole stages, make every effort to reach general agreement on matters
ofsubstance, particularly on the final results of the work ofthe Conference,
and there shali be no voting on such matters until all efforts to that end
have been exhausted.

2. In endeavouring to reach general agreement, all possible means shall
be used. The officers of the Conference shall chair as appropriate, c0

ordinate and supervise meetings with a view to enhancing the prospects of
reaching general agreement.

3. If, in the consideration ofany matter ofsubstance, no gener-.ti llf.....~

ment appears to be attainable, the President ofthe Conference 5~.all inform
the General Committee that efforts to I~ach general agreement have failed.
The General Committee shall thereupon consider the matter and may rec
ommend that it be decided by a vote, indicating the date of the vote, and
place the question before the plenary or the Committee of the Whole as the
case may be.

XII. AMENDMENTS TO THE RULES OF PROCEDURE

Method ofamendment

Rule 64

These rules of procedure may be amended by a decision of the Con
ference taken by a two-thirds majority of the representatives of participa
ting States present and voting.

ANNEX II

List of draft articles of the basic proposal, for which
substantive consideration is deemed necessary44

I. Article 245 "Use of terms"

2. Article 3 "International agreements not within the seope of the
present articles"

3. Article 5 "Treaties constituting international organizations and
treaties adopted within an international organization"

4. Article 6 "Capacity of international organizations to conclude
treaties"

5. Article 7 "Full powers and powers"

6. Article 9 "Adoption of the text"

-paragraph 2

7. Article II "Means of expressing consent to be bound by a treaty"

-paragraph 2 (arts. 14.3, 16, 18 and 19.2 are closely related to this
paragraph)

8. Article 19 "Formulation of reservations"

9. Article 20 "Acceptance of and objection to reservations"

10. Article 27 "Internal law of States, rules of international organiza
tions and observance of treaties"

11. Article 30 "Application of successive treaties relating to the same
subject-matter"

-paragraph 6

12. Article 36 bis "Obligations and rights arising for States members of
an international organization from a treaty to which it is a party"

13. Article 38 "Rules in a treaty becoming binding on third States or
third organizations through international custom"

45 It is noted that since draft article 2 sets out definitions, its provisions
shOUld not be considered separately but in conjunction with the substantive
consideration of other articles to which those definitions are closely related.
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14. Anicle 45 "Loss ofa right to invoke a ground for invalidating, ter
minating, withdrawing from or suspending the operation of a
treaty"

15. Anicle 46 "Provisions of internal law of a State and rules of an
international organization regarding competence to conclude treat
ies"

-paragraph 2

-paragraph 3

-paragraph 4

16. Anicle 56 "Denunciation of or withdrawal from a treaty contain
ing no provision regarding termination, denunciation or with
drawal"

17. Anicle 61 "Supervening impossibility of performance"

18. Anicle 62 "Fundamental change of circumstances"

19. Anicle 65 "Procedure to be followed with respect to invalidity, ter
mination, withdrawal from or suspensions of the operation of a
treaty"

-paragraph 3

20. Anicle 66 "Procedures for arbitration and conciliation"

21. Anicle 73 "Cases of succe...ion ofStates, responsibility of a State
or ofan international organization, outbreak ofhostilities, termina
tion of the existence of an organization and termination of partici
pation by a State in the membership of an organization"

22. Anicle 75 "ease of an aggressor State"

23. Anicle 17 "Functions of depositaries"

24. Annex "Arbitration and conciliation procedures established in
application of article 66"

ANNEX III

Draft final c1allSeS

(Based on those of the 1969 Vienna Convention on the
Law of Treaties46)

FINAL' PROVISIONS

Anicle 81

SIGNATURE

The present Convention shall be open fOLsignature until '" (date,
month, year) at the Federal Ministry for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Austiia, and subsequently, until ... (date, month, year), at the United
Nations Headquarters, New York by:

{a} All States;

(b) Namibia, represented by the United Nations Council for Namibia;

(c) International organizations invited to panicipate in the United
Nations Conference on the Law of Treaties between States and Interna
tional Organizations or between International Organizations.

Anicle 82

RATIFICATION OR ACT OF FORMAL CONFIRMATION

The present Convention is subject to ratification by States and by
Namibia, represented by the United Nations Council for Namibia, and to
acts of formal confirmation by international Oi'ganizations. The instru
ments of ratification and those relating to acts offormal confirmation shall
be deposited with the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Anicle 83

ACCESSION

I. The present Convention shall remain open for accession by any
State, by, Namibia, represented by the United Nations Council for
Namibia, and by any international organization which has the capacity tq
conclude treaties.

2. An instrument of accession of an international organization shall
contain a declaration that it has the capacity to conclude treaties.

3. The instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Secl't!tary
General of the United Nations.

46 Official Records o/the United Nations Conference on the Law o/Treaties,
First and Second Sessions. Vienna. 26 March-U May 1968 and 9 April-22
May /969, Documents o/the Conference (United Nations publication, Sales
• EmV~~U~ .

Anicle 84

ENTRY INTO FORCE

I. The present Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day
following the date of deposit of the ... instrument of ratification or acces
sion by States or by Namibia, represented by the United Nations Council
for Namibia.

2. For each State or for Namibia, represented by the United Nations
Council for Namibia, ratifying or acceding to the Convention after the con
dition specified in paragraph I has been fulfilled, the Convention shall
enter into force on the thirtieth day after deposit by such State or by
Namibia of its instrument of ratification or accession.

3. For each international organization depositing an instrument
relating to an act offormal confirmation or an instrument ofaccession, the
Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after such deposit,
provided that it s!lail not so enter into force before the Convention enters
into force pursuant to paragraph I.

Anicle 85

AUTHENTIC TEXTS

The original of the present Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese,
English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be
deposited with the Secretary-General of the Uni'ed Nations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned Plenipotentiaries, being duly
authorized by their respective Governments, and duly authorized repre
sentatives of the United Nations Council for Namibia and of international
organizations have signed the present Convention.

DONE AT VIENNA this ... day of ... one thousand nine hundred and
eighty-six.

40/77. Report of the Committee on Relations with
the Host Country

The General Assembly,
Having considered the report of the Committee on Rela

tions with the Host Country,47
Recalling Article 105 of the Charter of the United

Nations and the Convention oil the Privileges and Immu
ni~ies of the United Nations,48

Recallingfurther that the problems related to the privi
leges and immunities of all missions accredited to the
United Nations, the security of the missions and the safety
of their personnel are of great importance and concern to
Member States, as well as the primary responsibility of the
host country, .

Noting with deep concern the continued acts violating
the security and the safety of the personnel of those mis
sions accredited to the United Nations,

Recognizing that effective measures should continue to
be taken by the competent authorities of the host country,
in particular to prevent any acts violating the security of
missions and the safety of their personnel,

Having considered the concerns regarding recent legisla
tion of the host country pertaining to the travel of certain
members of the Secretariat,

Taking note of the positions of the Secretary-General of
the United Nations and the host country with regard to the
application by the host country of the above-mentioned
legislation,

1. Endorses the recommendations of the Committee
on Relations with the Host Country contained in para
graph 56 of its report;47

2. Strongly condemns any terrorist and criminal acts
violating the security of missions accredited to the United
Nations and the safety of their personnel;

3. Urges the host country to continue to take all neces
~ry measures to ensure effectively the protection, security

47 Official Records 0/ the General Assembly. Fonieth Session. l'''/' ,'lent
No. 26 (A!40126).

48 Resolution 22 A (I).
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and safety of the missions accredited to the United
Nations and their personnel, including practicable meas
ures to prohibit illegal activities of persons, groups and
organizations that encourage, instigate, organize or engage
in the perpetration of acts and activities against the secu
rity and safety of such missions and representatives;

4. Reiterates that adherence of all Member States to
the Agreement between the United Nations and the
United States of America regarding the Headquarters of
the United Nations49 and to other relevant agreements is
an indispensable condition for the normal functioning of
the Organization and permanent missions in New York
and underlines the necessity for avoiding any action not
consistent with obligations in accordance with the Agree
ment and international law;

5. Urges the host country and the Secretary-General to
seek a solution that is in accord with the Agreement with
regard to the recent legislation adopted by the host coun
try;

6. Calls upon countries, especially the host country, to
build up public awareness by explaining, through all avail
able means, the importance of the role played by the
United Nations and all missions accredited to it in the
strengthening of international peace and security;

7. Requests the Secretary-General to remain actively
engaged in all aspects of the relations of the United
Nations with the host country and to continue to stress the
importance of effective measures to avoid acts of terror
ism, violence and harassment against the missions and
their personnel, as well as the need for any pertinent legis
lation adopted by the host country to be in accord with the
Agreement and its other relevant obligations;

8. Requests the Committee on Relations with the Host
Country to continue its work, in conformity with General
Assembly resolution 2819 (XXVI) of 15 December 1971;

9. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Report of the Com
mittee on Relations with the Host Country".

112th plenary meeting
11 December 1985

40/78. Report of the Special Committee on the Char
ter of the United Nations and on the
Strengthening of the Role of the Organiza
tion

The General Assembly,
Reaffirming its support for the purposes and principles

set forth in the Charter ::if the United Nations,
Recalling its resolutions 686 (VII) of 5 December 1952,

992 (X) of 21 November 1955, 2285 (XXII) of 5 Decem
ber 1967, 2552 (XXIV) of 12 December 1969, 2697
(XXV) of II December 1970, 2968 (XXVII) of 14 Decem
ber 1972 and 3349 (XXIX) of 17 December 1974,

Recalling also its resolutions 2925 (XXVII) of 27
November 1972, 3073 (XXVIII) of 30 November 1973
and 3282 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974 on the strength
ening of the role of the United Nations,

Recalling especially its resolution 3499 (XXX) of 15
December 1975, by which it established the Special Com
mittee on the Charter of the United Nations and on the
Strengthening ofthe Role ofthe Organization, and its reso
lutions 31/28 of29 November 1976,32/45 of8 December
1977,33/94 of 16 December 1978, 34/147 of 17 Decem-

49 Resolution 16>1 (11).
SO Official Records of the Genera,' Assembly, Thirty-seventh Session, Sup

plement No. I (Al37/1).
SI/bid.• Thirty-nill/h Session, Supplement No. I (Al39fl).

ber 1979, 35/164 of 15 December 1980, 36/122 of 11
December 1981, 37/114 of 16 December 1982, 38/141 of
19 December 1983 and 39/88 of 13 December 1984,

Taking note of the reports of the Secretary-General on
the work of the Organization submitted to the General
Assembly at its thirty-seventh,so thirty-ninths1 and forti
ethS2 sessions, as well as of the views and comments
expressed on them by Member States,

Having considered the report of the Special Committee
on the Charter of the United Nations and on the Strength
ening of the Role of the Organization on the work of the
session it held in 1985,53

Taking into account the work accomplished on the
working paper on the prevention and removal of threats to
the peace and of situations which may lead to interna
tional friction or give rise to a dispute,54

Taking into account the elaboration by the Special.Com
mittee of the outline for the handbook on the peaceful set
tlement of disputes between States and the conclusions
thereon,20

Noting the importance that pre-session consultations
among the members of the Special Committee and otller
interested States may have in facilitating the fulfilment of
its task,

Considering that the Special Committee has not yet ful
filled the mandate entrusted to it,

I. Takes note of the report of the Special Committee
on the Charter of the United Nations and on the Strength
ening of the Role of the Organization;

2. Decides that the Special Committee shall 'convene
its next session from 7 April to 2 May 1986;

3. Requests the Special Committee at its session in
1986:

(a) To accord priority, by devoting more time, to tlle
question of the maintenance of international peace and
security in all its aspects in order to strengthen the role of
the United Nations, in particular the Security Council, and
to enable it to discharge fully its responsibilities under the
Charter in this field; this necessitates the examination,
inter alia, of the prevention and removal of threats to the
peace and of situations which may lead to international
friction or give rise to a dispute; the Special Committee
will work on all questions with the aim of submitting its
conclusions to the General Assembly, in accordance with
paragraph 5 below, for the adoption of such recommenda
tions as the Assembly deems appropriate; in doing so, the
Special Committee should v.;ork expeditiously on the
working paper on the prevention and removal of threats to
the peace and of situations that may lead to international
friction or give rise to a dispute, or any revision thereof, as
well as other proposals which might be made on thr..i ques
tion, with a view to completing its consideration thereof;

(b) To continue its work on the question oftlle peace
ful settlement of disputes between States and, in iliis con
text:

(i) To continue consideration of the proposal con
tained in the working papers on the ef'.~Bblishment

of a commission on good offices; mediation and
conciliation; 19

(ii) To examine the progress report of the Secretan'
General on the elaboration of the draft handbook
on the peaceful settlement of disputes between
States;

S2/bid., Fortieth Session, Supplement No. I (Al40fl).
53 Ibid., Supplement No. 33 (Al40/33 and Corr.l).
54 Ibid.. sect. Ill.
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ofdisputes between States, on the basis ofthe outline elab
orated by the Special Committee and in the light of the
views expressed in the course of the discussions in the
Sixth Committee21 and in the Special Committee,22 and to
report to the Special Committee at its session in 1986 on
the progress of work, before submitting to it the draft
handbook in its final fonn, with a view to its approval at a
later stage;

11. Requests the Special Committee to submit a report
on its work to the General Assembly at its forty-first ses
sion;

12. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Report of the Special
Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and on
the Strengthening of the Role of the Organization".

112th plenary meeting
lJ December 1985

4. Requests the Special Committee to keep the; ques
tion of the rationalization of the procedures of the United
Nations under active review;

S. Also requests the Special Committee to be mindful
of the importance ofreaching general agreement whenever
that has significance for the outcome of its work;

6. Urges members of the Special Committee to panici
pate fully in its work in fulfilment of the mandate
entrusted to it;

7. Decides that the Special Committee shall accept the
participation of observers of Member States, including in
the meetings of its working groups;

8. Invites Governments to submit or to bring up to
date, if they deem it necessary, their observations and pro
posals, in accordance with General Assembly resolution
3499 (XXX);

9. Requests the Secretary-General to render all assist
ance to the Special Committee;

10. Requests the Secretary-General to continue the
preparation ofa draft handbook on the peaceful settlement

318
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x. DECISIONS

40/317 Appointment of the United Nations Commissioner for Namibia (Al40/1055,

para. 2; Al40IPV. I20) , .

40/318 Appointment of members of the Committee on Contributions (Al40/I044,

para. 6; Al40IPV.121) , " ., .

40/319 Appointment ofa member of the Board of Auditors (Al40/1045, para. 5; AI

401PV.121) ..•.................. '" ............................•

la of its
Special
and on
"
~eting

1985

D«isJOlI
No.

40/301

40/302

40/303

40/304

40/305

40/306

40/307

40/308

40/309

40/310

40/311

40/312

40/313

40/314

40/315

40/316

CONTENTS

Tilk

A. ELECfIONS AND APPOINTMEN1l"S1

Appointment ohlle members of the Credentials Committee (Al40IPV.I) "

Election of the President of the General Assembly (Al40IPV.I) .

Election of the Vice-Presidents of the General Assembly (Al40IPV.2) .

Election of the Chairmen of the Main Committees (Al40IPV.2) ........•.

Appointment ofmembcrs ofthe Advisory Committee on Administrative and

Bue:f&ctary Questions

A. Appointment of a member of <he Advisory Committee (Al40/681,

para. 4; Al40IPV.II) .................•...........•......•....

B. Appointment of a member of the Advisory Committee (Al40/6811

Add. I, para. 4; Al40IPV.94) .

C. Appointment ofsix members of the Advisory Committee (Al40/68 11

Add.2, para. 4; Al40IPV.121) ....•............................

D. Appointment ora member of the Advisory Committee (Al40/6811

Add.3, para. 4; Al40IPV.130) .

Election of five non-permanent members of the security Council (Al40/

PV.38) •..•.....................•.......................•.....•.

Election of eighteen members of the Economic and Social Council (Al40/

PV.39) •.....•......•...........................................

Confirmation of the appointment of the Secretary-General of the United

Nations Conference on Trade and Development (Al40/901, para. 4; Al40/

PV.87) .....•.........•.........................................

Election of a member of the International Court of Justice (Al40/990-S/

17672; Al40IPV.108) .....................................•.•....

Election ofthe United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (Al40/IOI4,

para. 3; N40IPV.III) .........•..................................

Election of twelve members of the World Food Council (Al40/404, para. 2;

Al40IPV.III) ..•....•...................' .

Election ofseven members of the Committee for Programme and Co-ordina-

tion (Al40/405 and Corr.l, para. 4; Al40IPV.III) .

Election ofnineteen members ofthe United Nations Commission on Interna-

tional Trade Law (A/40IPV.111) > •••••••••••••
•

Appointment of three members of the Special Coml1',~ctee on Enhancing the

Effectiveness of the Principle of Non-Use of F-:.,a: in International Rela-

tions (Al40/1020; Al40IPV.112) .

Appointment of a member of the Ad Hoc Committee on the Drafting of an

International Convention against the Recruitment, Use, Financing and

Training of Men::cnarics (Al40/918; Al40IPV.112) .

Election of nineteen members of the Governing Council of the United

Nations Environment Programme (Al40IPV.120 and 123) .

Ill!m /JaIl! ofadoptio" f'a8t!

3 (a) 17 September 1985 323

4 17 September 1985 323

6 17 September 1985 i23

5 17 September 1985 323

17 (a) 26 September 1985 323

17 (a) 27 November 1985 324

17 (a) 18 December 1985 324

17 (a) I May 1986 324

15 (a) 17 October 1985 324

15 (b) 17 October 1985 325

17 (k) 21 November 1985 325

15 (c) 9 December 1985 325

16 (f) 10 December 1985 326

16 (b) 10 December 1985 326

16 (c) 10 December 1985 326

16 (e) 10 December 1985 326

134 11 December 1985 327

137 11 December 1985 327

16 (a) 17 December 1985 327
and 28 April 1986

17 (J) 17 December 1985 328

17 (b) 18 December 1985 328

17 (c) 18 December 1985 329

i

L

1For other eIec1ions and appointmenll, see sect. 11. resolution 40/237 and sect. Ill, resolutions 40/150.40/152 G and 40/155.
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No. Title Item Dale ofadoption

40/407

40/429

401430

3. Decisions adopted OD the reports of the Speclal ponti~ Committee

Policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa (Al40/805; Al401
PV.51) 35

Question of the Malagasy islands of Glorieuses, Juan de Nova, Europa and
Bassas da India (Al40/992, para. 4; Al4OIPV.1l8).................... 82

Question of the composition of the relevant organs ofthe United Nations (AI
40/809, para. 5; Al40IPV.li8)..................................... 83

28 ~ber 1985 333

16 December 1985 333

16 December 1985 333

87

85 (f)

84 (I)

85 (e)

l7 December 1985 339

17 December 1985 334

17 December 1985 334

17 December 1985 334

17 December 1985 334

17 December 1985 3~4

17 December 1985 338

17 December 1985 338

17 December 1985 338

17 December 1985 338

17 C ;mber 1985 337

17 December 1985 334

17 December 1985 338

17 December 1985 339

17 December 1985 337

17 December 1985 338

17 December 1985 338

17 December 1985 339

17 December 1985 340

17 December 1985 339

17 December 1985 339

17 December 1985 339

17 December 1985 339

17 December 1985 339
17 December 1985 339
17 December 1985 339

12

12

12

12

12

84 (n)

12

84 (a)

84 (c)

84 (m)

84

85 (b)

84 (c)

84

85 (b)

84 (f)

85 (b)
16 (cl)
17 (I)

86

87

87

4. Decisions adopted on the reports of the Second Committee

Report of the Economic and Social Council (Al40/IOO9; Al40IPV.119) ....

Israeli economic practices iD the occupied Palestinian and other Arab terri-
tories (Al40/1009/Add.I, para. 38; Al4OIPV.1l9) .

Report of the Panel of Eminent Persons established to conduct the public
hearings on the activities oftransnational corporations in South Afiica and
Namibia (A/401 I009/Add.I, para. 38; Al4OIPV.119) .

Mobilization of financial resources for industrial development (Al40/10091
Add.2, para. 29; Al40IPV.1l9) .

Documents relating to the repl)rt of the Economic and Social Council (Al401
lOO9/Add.2, para. 29; Al40IPV.119) .

Biennial programme of work for the Second Committee for 1986-1987 (AI
40/1OO9/Add.2, para. 29; A/4OIPV.119) .

Development and international economic co-operation (Al40/989; Al401
PV.1l9) .

International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Develop-
ment Decade (Al40/989/Add.I, para. 5; Al4OIPV.119) .

Protectionism and structural adjustment (Al40/989/Add.3, para. 72; Al401
PV.1l9) .

Status of the Agreement Establishing the Common Fund for Commodities
(Al40/989/Add.3, para. 72; Al40IPV.119) .

Note by the Secretariat on the environment (A140/9891Add.6, para. 32; AI
40IPV.1l9) , .

World survey on the role of women in development (Al40/989/Add.9, para.
11; Al40IPV.1l9) " .

Report of the Secretary-General on immediate measures in favour of the
developing countries (A/40/989/Add.13, para. 14; Al40IPV.119} .

Implementation of the Nairobi Programme of Action for the Development
and Utilization of New and Renewable Sources of Energy (Al40/9891
Add.13, para. 14; Al40IPV.119) .

International co-operation in the interrelated areas of money, finance, debt,
resource flows, trade and development (Al40/989/Add.14, para. 28; Al40/
PV.119) .

Closure of the Fund for the United Nations Relief Operations in Bangladesh
and of the Trust Fund Programme for the Republic of Zaire (Al40/104I,
para. 38; Al40IPV.120) ....................•......... , .

Closure ofthe Fund ofthe United Nations for the Development ofWest Irian
and of the United-Nations Korean Reconstruction Agency (Al40/1041,
para. 38; A/4OIPV.120) ...................•.......................

Closure of the United Nations Special Fund for Land-locked Developing
Countries

Decision A (A/40/104I, para. 38; Al40IPV.120) .
Decision B(Al4OIPV.120) .
Decision C (Al4OIPV.120) .

Report of !he Secretary-General on the United Nations technical co-opera-
tion activities (Al40/104I, para. 38; A/4OIPV.120) .

Report of the Secretary-General on the liquidation of the: United Nations
Emergency Operation 'Trust Fund and allocation of the remaining balance
(Al40/1041, para. 38; Al40IPV.120) .

United Nations Institute for Training and Research (Al40/1042, para. i8; AI
40IPV.120) .

Special assistance to Bolivia (Al40/1043, para. 93; Al4OIPV.120) .

Assistance to Uganda (Al40/1043, para. 93; Al40IPV.120) .

Special programmes of economic assistance (Al40/1043, para. 93; Al401
PV.120) ..•.......................•............................

40/438

40/441

401439

401437

40/443

40/435

40/431

40/432

40/433

401434

40/436

40/444

40/440

40/450

40/451

40/446

40/447

401442

40/448

40/445

40/449

40/452

40/453

40/454
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401474 International co-operation in the intemlated areas of money, finance, debt, 40/422
resoun:e flows, trade and development (A/40/989/Add.15, para. 16; Al4O/
PV.133) ........................................................ 84 20 June 1986 340

40/475 Interrelated issues ofmoney, finance, debt, resoun:e flows, trade and develop-
ment (Al4O/989/Add.15, para. 16; A/40IPV.133) ..................... 84 20 June 1986 340 40/423

40/476 Development and international economic co-operation (Al40/989/Add.15.
para. 16; A/4OIPV.133) ........................................... 84 20 Junel986 340

40/477 Consideration ofthe inclusion ofan item in the agenda ofthe General Assem-
bly (A/40/989/Add.15. para. 17; A/40IPV.i33).•...................•• 84 20 June 1986 340

5. DecisioDS adopted on the reports of the ThIrd COIIUIlittee

40/425 Draft declaration on the right to development (Al40/970, para. 18; A/40/
PV.116) ........................................................ 107 13 December 1985 340

40/426 Inadmissibility of exploitation or distortion of human rights issues for inter-
ference in the internal affairs ofStates (A/4O/IOO7, para. 79; A/40IPV.116) 12 13 December 1985 340

40/421 Meetina of the Working Group of Governmental Experts on the Right to
Development (A/4O/IOO7, para. 79; A/40IPV.116) .................... 12 •3 December 1985 341

6. Decisions adopted on the reports of the Fourth Committee

4O/4(!9 Question of Namibia (A/40/882; Al40IPV.80) ......................... 34 18 November 1985 341

40/410 Question of the FalIdand Islands (Malvinas) (Al40/949; Al40IPV.95) ...... 23 27 November 1985 341

40/411 Question of Tokelau (A/4O/906, para. 29; A/40IPV.99) .................. 18 2 December 1985 341

40/412 Question ofPitcaim (A/40/906. para. 29; A/40IPV.99) .................. 18 2 December 1985 341

40/413 Quation of Gibraltar (A/4O/906, para. 29; A/40IPV.99) ................. 18 2 December 1985 342

40/414 Question ofSt. Helena (A/40/906, para. 30; Al40IPV.99) ................ 18 2 December 1985 342

40/415 Military activities and arrangements by colonial Powers in Territories under
their administration which might be impeding the implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples (A/4O/883, para. 10; Al40IPV.99) ........................... 110 2 December 1985 343

7. Decisions adopted on the reports of the Fifth Committee

40/405 Unified conference services and other joint servires for the United Nations
organizations at the Vienna International Centre (A/40/695, para. 5; A/40/
PV.19) .......................................... : .............. 119 and 2 October i 985 344

120

40/455 Standards of accommodation for air travel (AJ40/1058, para. 8; Al40/
PV.121) ........................................................ 115 18 December 1985 344

40/456 Use of experts, consultants and participants in ad hoc expert groups (Al40/
1058, para. 8; Al401PV.l21) ...................................... 115 18 December 1985 345

40/457 Inyestments of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund (Al40/1057,
para. 9; A/4OIPV.121) ............................................ 125 18 December 1985 345

40/462 Report of the Ecunomic and Social Council (Al40/1068. para. 5; Al40/
PV.122) ........................................................ 12 18 December 1985 3~15

40/463 Agreement between the Uni~ Nations and the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization (A/401l068, para. 5; A/40IPV.122) ......... 12 18 December !?85 345

40/464 Scale of assessments for the apportionment of the expenses of ,he United
Nations (A/4O/1066, para. 8; A/4OIPV.122) ......................... 122 18 December 1985 345

40/465 Feasibility ofestablisbing a single administrative tribunal (Al40/1064, para.
10; A/40/PV.122) ................................................ 119 (c) 18 December 1985 345

40/466 Job classification of the General Service and related categories in New York
(A/4O/I067, para. 18; A/40IPV.122) ................................ 123 (c) 18 December 1985 345

40/467 An:endments to the Staff Regulations of the United Nations (Al40/1067,
para. 18; A/4OIPV.122, p. 51) ..................................... 123 (c) 18 December 1985 345

;i;;
40/468 Amendments to the Staff Rules (A/401l067, para. 18; Al40IPV.122) ...... 123 (c) 18 December 1985 345

40/469 Situation of General Service staff(A/401l067, para. 18; Al40/PV.122) ..... 123 (c) 18 December 1985 345

40/471 Current financial crisis of the United Nations (A/40/1111; Al40IPV.131) .. 150 2 May 1986 345

It Decisions adopted on the reports of the Sixth Committee

40/419 Development and strengthening of good-neighbourliness betwee'i ~jj,~tes (AI
40/1011, para. 9; A/40IPV.112) .................................... 131 II December 1985 346

40/420 Draft Body ofPrinciples for the Protection ofAll Persons under Any Form of
Detention or Imprisonment (A/40/98I, para. 9; A/40/PV.112) ......... 142 11 ~mber 1985 346

40/421 Draft standard rules of procedure for United Nations conferences (Al40/
1002, para. 5; A/40IPV.l12) ...................................... 143 II December 1985 3,46
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40/422 Draft Declaration on Social and Legal Principles relating to the Protection
and Welfare of Children, with Special Reference to Foster Placement and
Adoption, Nationally and Internationally (Al4O/998, para. 9; Al4O/
PV.112) 148

40/423 Report of the Economic and Social Council (Al40/997; Al40IPV.112). 12

II December 1985 346

II December 19lB 346

A. ELEcrIONS AND APPOINTMENTS

"~O/301. Appointment of the members of the Credentials Committee

At its 1st plenary meeting, on 17 September 1985, the General Assembly, in
accordance with rule 28 of its rules of procedure, appointed the following nine States
members ofthe Credentials Committee: BoTSWANA, BRAZIL, BURUNDI, CANADA, CHINA,
PAPUA NEW GUINEA, SURINAME, UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLiCS and UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA.

40/302. Election of the President of the General Assembly2

At itS 1st plenary meeting, on 17 September 1985, the General Assembly, in
accordance with Article 21 of the Charter of the United Nations and rule 31 ofthe rules
ofprocedure of the Assembly, elected Mr. Jaime DE PlNlEs (Spain) President ofthe Gen
eral Assembly.

40/303. Election of the Vice-Presidents of the General Assembly2

At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 17 September 1985, the General Assembly, in
accordance with rule 31 of its rules of procedure, elected the representatives of the fol
lowing twenty-one Member States Vice-Presidents of the General Assembly: BAHAMAS,
BARBADOS, BURKINA FASO, CHINA, COSTA RICA, CYPRUS, DEMOCRATIC YEMEN, FRANCE,
GABON, KENYA, LESOTHO, MALTA, PAKISTAN, PHILIPPINES, QATAR, ROMANiA, SENEGAL,
TUNISIA, UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REpUBLICS, UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN
AND NORTHERN IRELAND and UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

40/304. Election of the Chairmen of the Main Committees2

On 17 September 1985, the seven Main Committees of the General Assembly held
meetings, in accordance with rule 103 of the rules of procedure of the Assembly, for the
purpose of electing their Chairmen.

At the 2nd plenary meeting, on 17 September 1985, the President of the General
Assembly announced that the following persons had been elected Chairmen ofthe Main
Committees:

First Committee. Mr. All ALATAS (Indonesia)
Special Political Committee. Mr. Keijo KORHONEN (Finland)
Second Committee. Mr. Omer BIRIDO (Sudan)
Third Committee. Mr. Endre ZADOR (Hungary)
Fourth Committee: Mr. Javier CHAMORRO MORA (Nicaragua)
Fifth Committee. Mr. Tommo MONTHE (Cameroon)
Sixth Committee. Mr. Riyadh AL-QAYSI (Iraq)

40/305. Appointment of members of the Advisory Committee on Administrative
and Budgetary Questions

A

APPOINTMENT OF A MEMBER OF THE ADVISORY COMMITIEE

At its 11th plenary meeting, on 26 September 1985, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the Fifth Committee,3 appointed the following person as a member

2 In accordance with role 38 of the roles of procedure of the General Assembly, the General Committee con·
sists of the President of the Assembly, the twenty-one Vice-Presidents and the Chairmen of the seven Main
Committees.

3 Official Records o/the General Assembly. Fortieth Session. Annexes, agenda item 1" document Al40/681,
p&Jll.4.
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of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions for a term of
office beginning on 26 September 1985 and ending on 31 December 1986:

Mr. Luiz Sergio Gama Figueira.

B

APPOINTMENT OF A MEMBER OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

At its 94th plenary meeting, on 27 November 1985, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation ofthe Fifth Committee,4 appointed the following person as a member
of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions for a term of
office beginning on 27 November 1985 and ending on 31 December 1987:

Mr. Noureddine Sefumi.

C

APPOINTMENT·OF SIX MEMBERS OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

At its Illst plenary meeting, on 18 December 1985, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the Fifth Committee,' appointed the following persons as members
of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions:

(a) For a three-year term of office beginning -on I January 1986:
Mr. Ahmad Fathi A1-Masri,
Mr. Traian Chebeleu,
Mr. C. S. M. MseUe,
Mr. Oluseye D. Oduyemi,
Mr. Christopher R. Thomas;

(b) For a two-year term of office beginning on I January 1986:
Mr. Richard Nygard.

D

APPOINTMENT OF A MEMBER OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE

At its 130th plenary meeting, on I May 1986, the General Assembly, on the recom
mendation ofthe Fifth Committee,6 appointed the following person as a member of the
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions for a term of office
beginning on I May ~·986 and ending on 31 December 1987:

Mr. Viktor A1e''5llDdrovich Vislykh.
As a result, th,. Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions is

composed as foUt",ws: Mr. Ahmad Fathi AL-MASRI (Syrian Arab Republic),*** Mr. Hen
rik AMN!US (Sl4'uJen),· Mr. Traian CHEBELEU (Romania),*** Mr. Even FONTAINE-ORTIZ
(Cuba)," Mr. :i.uiz Sergio GAMA FIGUEIRA (Brazil),* Mr. Jobst HOLBORN (Federal
Republico/Germany)," Mr. MA Longde (China),* Mr. C. S. M. MsELLE (United Repub
lic o/Tanzania),'" Mr. Andrew Robin MURRAY (United Kingdom o/Great Britain and
Northern Ireland),* Mr. Richard NYGARD (United States 0/America),** Mr. Oluseye D.
ODUYEMI (Nigeria),'" Mr. Banbit A. Roy (India),· Mr. Noureddine SEFlANI (Mor
occo)," Mr. Yukio TAKASU (Japan),* Mr. Christopher R. THOMAS (Trimdad and Toba
go)'" and Mr. Viktor A1eksandrovich VISLYKH (Union ofSoviet Socialist Republics).**

• Tenn of ollicle expires OD 31 December 1986.
- Tenn of ollicle expires OD 31 December 1987.

- Tenn of olIicle expires OD 31 December 1988.

40/306. Election of five non-pel'llWlent members of the Security Council

At its 38th plenary meeting, on 17 October 1985, the General Assembly, in accord
ance with Article 23 of the Charter ofthe United Nations and rule 142 of the rules of
procedure of the Assembly, elected BULGARIA, the CONGO, GHANA, the UNITED ARAB
EMIRATES and VENEZUELA non.permanent members of the Security Council for a two
year term of office beginning on 1 JanUlll'Y 1986 to fill the vacancies occurring on the
expiration ofthe terms ofoffice ofBURKINA FASo, EGYPT, INDIA, PERU and the UKRnNI
AN SoVIET SociALIST REPUBLIC.

As a result, the Security Council is composed of the following Member States: Aus
TRALIA,· BULGARIA," CHINA, CONGO,·* DENMARK,* FRANCE, GHAN;',** MADAGASCAR,*

4 Ibid., document Al4OI6811Add.I, para. 4.
'Ibid., document Al40/68I1Adc1.2, para. 4.
6 Ibid., document Al40/681/Add.3. para. 4.
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THAILAND,* TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO,* UNION OF SOVIET SoCIALIST REpUBLICS, UNITED
ARAB EMIRATES,** UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND,
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA and VENEZUELA.**

• Tenn of office expires on 31 December 1986.
.. Tenn of office expires on 31 December 1987.

40/307. Election of eighteen members of the Economic and Social Council

At its 39th plenary meeting, on 17 October 1985, the General Assembly, in accord
ance with Article 61 ofthe Charter of the United Nations and rule 145 of the rules of
procedure of the Assembly, elected AUSTRALIA, BELGIUM, the BVELORUSSIAN SoVIET
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC, DJlBOUTI, EGVPT, GABON, the GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC,
IRAQ, ITALV, JAMAICA, MOZAMBIQUE, PAKISTAN, PANAMA, PERU, the PHILIPPINES, SIERRA
LEONE, the SVRIAN ARAB REpUBLIC and the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA for a three-year
term ofoffice beginning on I January 1986 to fill the vacancies occurring on the expira
tion of the terms of office of ALGERIA, BOTSWANA, BULGARIA, CONGO, DJlBOUTI,
ECUADOR, the GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC, LEBANON, LUXEMBOURG, MALAVSIA,
MEXICO, the NETHERLANDS, NEW ZEALAND, SAUDI ARABIA, SIERRA LEONE, SURINAME,
THAILAND and the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

As a result, the Economic and Social Council is composed ofthe following Member
States: ARGENTINA,* AUSTRALlA,"* BANGLADESH," BELGIUM,'" BRAZIL," BVELORUS
SIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLlC,*** CANADA,* CHINA,* CoLOMBIA," CoSTA RICA,* DJI
BOUTI,*** EGYPT,*** FINLAND,* FRANCE,** GABON,*" GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REpUB
LlC,"* GERMANY, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF,** GUINEA," GUVANA,· HAITI," ICELAND,"
INDIA,** INDONESIA,* IRAQ,"* ITALY,*" JAMAICA,'" JAPAN,*· MOROCCO,**
MOZAMBIQUE,*** NIGERIA,** PAKISTAN,*** PANAMA,"* PAPUA NEW GUINEA,* PERU,'"
PHIUPPINES,*** POLAND,* ROMANIA," RWANDA,* SENEGAL," SIERRA LEONE,'" SoMA
L1A,* SPAIN,** SRI LANKA,* SWEDEN,* SYRIAN ARAB REpUBLIC,'" TURKEY," UGANDA,*
UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLlCS,* UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND,* UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,*** VENEZUELA,** YUGOSLAVIA,*
ZAIRE* and ZIMBABWE.**

• Tenn of office expires on 31 December 1986.
.. Tenn of office expires on 31 December 1987.

- Tenn (if office expires on 31 December 1988.

40/308. Confirmation ofthe appointment of the Secretary-General of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development

At its 87th plenary meeting, on 21 November 1985, the General Assembly, on the
proposal of the Secretary-General,7 confirmed the appointment of Mr. Kenneth K. S.
DADZIE as Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on TracJ~ and Develop
ment for a term of office of three years beginning on I January 1986.

40/309. Election of a member of the Internatio.... Court of Justice

The General Assembly at its 108th plenary meeting, on 9 December 1985, and the
Security Council at its 2632nd meeting, on the same date, proceeded independently of
one another to elect, in accordance with Articles 2 tu 4, 7 to 12, 14 and 15 ofthe Statute
of the International Court of Justice, rules 150 and 151 of the rules ofprocedwe of the
Assembly and rules 40 and 61 of the provisional rules of procedweof the Council, a
member of the Court for a term ofoffice expiring on 5 February 1988 to fill the vacancy
caused by the resignation ofMr. Platon Dmitrievich MOROZOV (Union ofSQ.viet Social-
ist Republics).8 The following person was elected: '.

Mr. Nikolai Konstantinovich Tarasov (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics).

As a result, the International Court ofJustice is composed as fonows: ltf..r. Nagendril
SINGH (India),** President, Mr. Guy LADREIT DE LACHARRlbE (France),** Vice-Presi-.
dent, Mr. Manffed LACHS (Poland},*** Mr. Jose Maria RUDA (A.rgentina),** Mr. Taslim
Olawale ELlAS (Nigeria),*** Mr. Shigeru ODA (Japan),'" Mr. Roberto AGO (Italy),* Mr.
Jose SETTE-CAMARA (Brazil),* Mr. Stephen SCHWEBEL (United States ofAmerictZ~,*Sir
Robert Y. JENNINGS (United Kingdom pfGreat Britain and Northern lreland),** Mr.
Keba MBAYE (Senegal),** Mr. Mohammed BEDJAOUI (A.lgeria),* Mr. NI Zbengyu

7 A/40/901 , para. 4.
8 See ORicial Records of the Generul Assembly, FC'TIieth Session, Anllt'xes. qmda item 16, document A/40/

990-S/1767!; and A/40/870·S/17621. A/40/991-S/17673.
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(China).... Mr. Jens EVENSEN (Norway)··· and Mr. Nikolai Konstantinovich
TARASOV (Union ofSoviet Socialist Republics),·

• Term of office expires on 5 February 1988."* Term of ollicc expires on 5 February 199 I.
- Term of ollicc expires on 5 February 1994.

40/310. Election of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

At its I11th plenary meeting, on to December 1985, the General Assembly. on the
proposal of the Secretary-General,9 elected Mr. Jean-Pierre Hocd as United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees fora term ofoffice of three years beginning on I Janu
ary 1986.

40/311. Election of twelve members of the World Food Council

At its Illth plenary meeting, on 10 December 1985, the General Assembly on the
basis of the nominations by the Economic and Social Council,IO elected, in accordance
with paragraph 8 of its resolution 3348 (XXIX) of 17 December 1974, ANTIGUA AND
BARBUDA, AUSTRALIA. BANGLADESH. CYPRUS, the DOMINICAN REPUBLIC, the GERMAN
DEMOCRATIC REpUBLIC, GERMANY, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF, GUINEA, HONDURAS, MALI,
SOMALIA and the UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS members of the World Food
Council for a three-year term ofoffice beginning on I January 1986 to fill the vacancies
occurring on the expiration ofthe terms ofoffice ofAUSTRALIA, BANGLADESH, ECUADOR,
ETHIOPIA. the GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC, GERMANY, FEDERAL REpUBLIC OF,
GHANA, NICARAGUA, NIGERIA, the UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS, the UNITED
ARAB EMIRATES and VENEZUELA.

As a result, the World Food Council is composed of the following States: ANTIGUA
hND BARBUDA,'" ARGENTINA,· AUSTRALIA,"· BANGLADESH,'" BRAZIL," BULGARIA,"
BURUNDI,· CANADA,·· CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC,· CHILE,· CHINA,·· COTE
D'IvOIRE," CYPRUS,'" DoMINICAN REpUBLIC,··· FlriLAND,· FRANCE,· GERMAN DEMO
CRATIC REPUBLIC,'" GERMANY, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF,··· GUINEA,··· HONDURAS,'"
HUNGARY,· IRAQ,· ITALY,· JAPAN,· KENYA," MALI,·" MEXICO,·· MOROCCO,· PA~I

STAN,· SoMALIA,'" SRI LANKA,·· THAILAND,·· TURKEY,·· UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST
REPUBLICS,'" UNITED STATES OF AMERICA" and ZAMBIA.··

• Term of office expires on 31 December 1986.
.. Term of office expires on 31 December 1987.

- Term of office expires on 31 December 1988.

40/312. Election Gf seven members of the Committee for Programme and C&
ordination

At its Illth plenary meeting, on to December 1985, the General Assembly, on the
basis·of the nominations by the Economic and Social Council,11 elected, in accordance
with paragraph 7 ofthe annex to Council resolution 2008 (LX) of 14 May 1976, ARGEN
TINA, BENIN, FRANCE, PERU, the UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS, the UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA and ZAMBIA members of the Committee for Programme and Co
ordination for a three-year term ofoffice beginning on I January 1986 to fill the vacan
cies occurring on the expiration of the terms of office of ARGENTINA, tulLE, ETHIOPIA,
FRANCE, NIGERIA, the UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBliCS and the UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA. .

As a result, the Committee for Programme and Co-ordination is composed of the
following Member States: ARGENTINA,··· BANGLADESH,·· BENIN,··· BRAZIL,· BYELO
RUSSIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC,·· CAMEROON,· EGYPT,· FRANCE,··· GERMANY,
FEDERAL REPUBliC OF;·· INDIA,· INDONESIA,· JAPAN,· LIBERIA,· NETHERLANDS,··
PERU,"· TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO,·· UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS,··· UNITED
KJNGDOJ1 OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND,·· UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,···
YUGOSLAVIA·· and ZAMBIA,···

• Term of office expires on 31 December 1986.
.. Term c:foffice expires on 31 December 1987.

- Term of office expires on 31 December 1988.
I

40/313. Election of nineteen members of tbe United Nations Commission on
International Trade Law

At its lllth plenary meeting, on to December 1985, the General Assembly, in
accordance with section 11, paragraphs 1 to 3, of its resolution 2205 (XXI) of 17 Decem-

9See A/40/1014, para. 3.
10 Economic and Social Council decision 19851160 of 30 May 1985. See also Al40/404, para. 1.
IJ Economic and Social C<'uncil decision 19851160 of 30 May 1985. See also Al40/405 and Corr.I, para. 4.
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ber 1966, as amended by paragraph 8 of its resolution 3108 (XXVIII) of 12 December
1973 and by paragraph 10 (b) of its resolution 31/99 of IS December 1976, elected
ARGENTINA, Cmu, CuBA, CYPRUS, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, HUNGARY, INDIA, IRAN (isLAMIC
REPUBLIC OF), IRAQ, ITALY, KENYA, LESOTHO, the LIBYAN ARAB ]AMAffiRIYA, the
NETHERL."NDS, SIERRA LEONE, SP.-.IN, the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, URUGUAY and
YUGOSLAVIA members of the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law
for a six-year term of office beginning on the first day of the nineteenth session of the
Commission, 16 June 1986, to fill the vacancies occurring on the expiration ofthe terms
of office ofCuBA, CYPRUS, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, GERMANY, FEDERAL REpUBUC OF, GUATE
MALA, HuNGA~Y, INDIA, IRAQ, ITALY, KENYA, PERU, the PHILIPPINES, SENEGAL, SIERRA
LEONE, SPAIN, TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO, UGANDA, the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA and
YUGOSLAVIA.

As a result, the United Nations Commission on International Trade Law is compo
sed of the followiag States: ALGERIA,· ARGENTINA," AUSTRALIA,· AUSTRIA,· BRAZIL,·
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC,· CmLE,·· CHINA,· CuBA,·· CYPRUS," CZECHOSLOVA
KIA," EGYPT,· FRANCE,· GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC,· HUNGARY," INDIA," IRAN
(ISLAMIC REpUBLIC OF),·· IR~Q," ITALY,·· JA.PAN,· KENYA," LESOTHO," LIBYAN ARAB
JAMAffiRlYA,·· MEXJCO,· NETHERLANDS,·· NIGERIA,· SIERRA LEONE," SINGAPORE,·
SPAIN," SWEDBN,· UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS,· UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT
BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND,· UNITED REpUBLIC OF TANZANIA,· UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA," URUGUAY·· and YUGOSLAVIA.··

• Term ofolliceexp~ on the last day prior t1) the beginning ofthe twenty-second session of the Commis
sion, in 1989.

- Term of office expires on the last day prior to the beginning (If the twenty-fifth session of the Commis
sion, in 1992.

40/314. Appointment of three members of the Special Committee on Enhancing
the Effectiveness of the Principle of Non-Use of Force in International
Relationsl2

At its 112th plenary meeting, on 11 December 1985, the General Assembly con
firmed the appointment by its President of ARGENTINA, BRAZIL and CmLE members of
the Special Committee on Enhancing the Effectiveness of the Principle of Non-Use of
Force in International Relations, with effect from I January 1986, to fill the vacancies
caused by the withdrawal of CUBA, ECUADOR and MEXICO. 13

As a result, the Special Committee is composed of the following Member States:
ARGENTINA, BELGIUM, BENIN, BRAZIL, BULGARIA, CmLE, CYPRUS, EGYPT, FINLAND,
FRANCE, GERMANY, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF, GREECE, GUINEA, HUNGARY, INDIA, IRAQ,
ITALY, JAPAN, MONGOLIA, MOROCCO, NEPAL, NICARAGUA, PANAMA, PERU, POLAND,
ROMANIA, SENEGAL, SOMALIA, SPAIN, TOGO, TURKEY, UGANDA, UNION OF SOVIET
SOCIALIST REPUBLICS, UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHEllN IRELAND and
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

40/315. Appointment of a member of the A.d Hoc Committee on the Drafting of
an International Convention against the Recruitment, Use, Financing
and Training of Mercenariesl4

At its 112th plenary meeting, on 11 December 1985, the General Assembly con
firmed the appointment by its President of BENIN pS a member of the Ad Hoc Commit
tee on the Drafting ofan International Convention against the Recruitment, Use, Finan
cing and Training of Mercenaries, with eftect from 1 January 1986, to fill the vacancy
caused by the withdrawal of TOGo. IS

As a result, the Ad Hoc Committee is composed of the following Member States:
ALGERIA, ANGOLA, BANGLADESH, BARBADOS, BENIN, BULGARIA, CANADA, CuBA, DEMO
CRATIC YEMEN, ETHIOPIA, FRANCE, GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC, GERMANY, FEDERAL
REPUBLIC OF, HAITI, INDIA, ITALY, JAMAICA, JAPAN, MONGOLIA, NIGERIA, PORTUGAL,
SENEGAL, SEYCHELLES, SPAIN, SURINAME, TURKEY, UKRAINIAN SOVIET SOCIAUST REPUB
LIC, UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS, UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, URUGUAY, VIET NAM, YUGOSLAVIA,
ZAIRE and ZAMBIA.

40/316. Election of nineteen members of the Governing Council of the United
Nations Environment Programme

At its 120th and 123rd plenary meetings, on 17 December 1985 and 28 April 1986,
the General Assembly, in accordance with section I, paragraph 1, of its resolution 2997

12 Sec also sect. IX, resolution 40170.
13 Sec Al40/1020.
14Sec also sect. IX, resolution 40174.
IS Sec A/40/918.
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(XXVII) of 15 December 1972, elected ARGENTINA, AUSTRAUA, BARBADOS, CHILE, CHI
NA, the CONGO, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, DEN~RK, FRANCE, INDONESIA, the NETHERLANDS,
NIGERIA, PAPUA NEw GUINEA, SWAZlLAND, the SYRIAN ARAB REPUBUC, THAILAND,
UGANDA, YUGOSLAVIA and ZAMBIA members of the Governing Council of the United
Nations Environment Programme for a three-year term ofoffice beginning on 1 January
1986 to fill the vacancies occurring on the expiration of the terms of office of ARGEN
TINA, AUSTRAUA, CAMEROON, CHILE, CHINA, COTE D'IvOIRE, FINLAND, FRANCE, HUN
GARY, INDONESIA, ITALY, LESOTHO, NIGERIA, PAPUA NEW GUINEA, PERU, the PIouP
PINES, SAUDI ARABIA, UGANDA and YUGOSLAVIA.

As a result, the Governing Council ofthe United Nations Environment Programme
is composed ofthe following Member States: ALGERIA,* ARGENTINA,*" AUSTRAUA,'"
AUSTRIA,* BARBADOS,*** BELGIUM,* BonWANA,** BRAZIL,* BULGARIA,*'" CANADA,"
CHILE,"* CHINA,"* COLOMBIA,** CONGO,"* CZECHOSLOVAKIA,*" DENMARK,*"'*
FRANCE,*" GERMANY, FEDERAL REPUBUC OF,* GHANA," HAlTI,* INDIA,** INDO
NESIA,"* JAMAICA," JAPAN,* JORDAN,** KENYA," KUWAlT,* LIBYAN ARAB
JAMAWRlYA,** MALAYSIA,* MALTA,** MEXICO,** NEPAL,* NETHERLANDS,*** NIGEIl,**
NIGERlA,"* NORWAY,* OMAN,** PANAMA,** PAPUA NEW GUINEA,"* POLAND,**
RWANDA,* SRI LANKA," SUDAN,* SWAZlLAND,*" SYRIAN ARAB REPUBUC,*" THAI
LAND,*" TOGO,* TUNISIA,** TURKEY,** UGANDA,*** UKRAINIAN SOVIET SOCIAUST
REPUBUC,* UNION OF SOVIET SOCIAUST REPUBUCS,* UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRIT
AIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND," UNITED STATES OF AMERlCA,* VENEZUELA,· YUGOSLA
VIA,"* ZAlRE* and ZAMBIA.'"

• Term of office expires on 31 December 1986•
.. Term of office expires on 31 December 1987.

- Term of ollice expires on 31 December 1988.

40/317. Appointment of the United Nations Commissioner for Namibia

At its 120th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1985, the General Assembly, on the
proposal of the Secretary-General,t6 extended the appointment of Mr. Brajesh Chandra
MISHRA as United Nations Commissioner for Namibia for a one-year term of office
beginning on 1 January 1986.

40/318. Appointment of members of the Committee on Omtriblitions

At its 12lst plenary meeting, on 18 December 1985, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation ofthe Fifth Committee,17 appointed the following persons as ~embers
of the Committee on Contributions:

(a) For a three-year term of office beginning on 1 January 1986:
Mr. Andrzej Abraszewski,
Mr. John Fox,
Mr. Elias M. C. Kazembe,
Mr. Yaeuo Noguchi,
Mr. Adnan Yonis,
Mr. Assen Iliev Zlatanov;

(b) For a one-year term of office beginning on 1 January 1986:
Mr. Gilberto Vergne Saboia.

As a result, the Committee on Contributions is composed as follows: Mr. Andrzej
ABRASZEWSKI (Po/and),"* Mr. Amjad Au (Pakistan)," Mr. Emesto BATTISTI (Italy),"
Mr. Javier CASTlLLO AYALA (Mexico),** Mr. Anatoly Semenovich CHISTYAKOV (Union
ofSoviet Socialist Republics)," Mr. Leoncio FERNANDEZ MAROTO (Spain),* Mr. John
Fox (United States ofAmerica),'" Mr. Lance L. E. JOSEPH (Australia),* Mr. Elias M. C.
KAZEMBE (Zambia),*" Mr. Atilio Norberto MOLTENI (Argentina),* Mr. Yasuo
NOGUCW (Japan),"* Mr. Aluseye D. ODUYEMI (Nigeria),* Mr. Omar SIRRY (Egypt),*
Mr. Dominique SOUCHET (France),** Mr.,Gilberto VERGNE SABOIA (Brazil),* Mr. WANG
Liansheng (China),"'* Mr. Adnan YONIS (Iraq)*** and Mr. Assen Iliev ZLATANOV (Bul
garia).***

• Term of office expires on 31 December 1986.
.. Term of office expires on 31 December 1987.

- Term of office expires on 31 December 1988.

16 A!40/10SS, para. 2.
17 Official Records o/the General Assembly, Fortieth Session. Annexes, agenda item 17, document A!40/1044,"

para. 6. .
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40/319. Appointment of a member of the Board of Auditors

At its 121st plenary meeting. on 18 December 1985. the General Assembly. on the
recommendation of the Fifth Committee.\8 appointed the Senior President of the Audit
Office of FRANCE as a member of the Board of Auditors for a three-year term of office
beginning on 1 July 1986.

As a result, the Board of Auditors is composed as follows: Senior President of the
Audit Office ofFRANCE.·" Auditor-General ofGHANA·· and Chairman ofthe Commis
sion of Audit of the PHILIPPINES.·

• Term of oflice expires on 30 June 1987.
.. Term ofollia: expires on 30 June 1988.

- Term ofoflice expires on 30 June 1989.

40/320. Confirmation of the appointment of members of the Investments
Committee

At its 121st plenary meeting, on 18 December 1985. the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the Fifth Committee, \9 confirmed the appointment by the Secre
tary-General of the following persons as members of the Investments Committee for a
three-year term of office beginning on 1 January 1986:

Mr. Aloysio de Andrade Faria,
Mr. Braj Kumar Nehru,
Mr. Stanislaw Raczkowski.
As a result, the Investments Committee is composed as' follows: Mr. Aloysio de

Andrade FARlA (Brazil),"'Mr. Jean GUYOT (Fram:e)," Mr. George JOHNSTON (United
States of America)," Mr. Michiya MATSUKAWA (Japan)," Mr. David MONTAGU
(United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland),· Mr. Braj Kumar NEHRu
(India),'" Mr. Yves OLTRAMARE (Switzerland),· Mr. Emmanuel Noi OMABOE (Ghana)·
and Mr. Stanislaw RACZKOWSKI (Poland).•••

• Term ofoflice expires on 31 December 1986.
.. Term ofollia: expires on 31 December 1987.
-Term of oflice expires on 31 December 1988.

40/321. Appointment of members of the United Nations Administrative
Tribunal

At its 121st plenary meeting, on 18 December 1985, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation ofthe Fifth Committee,20 appointed the following persons as members
ofthe United Nations Administrative Tribunal for a three-year term ofoffice beginning
on 1 January 1986:

Mr. Roger Pinto,
Mr. Abmed Osman,
Mr. Samarendranath Sen.
As a result, the United Nations Administrative Tribunal is composed as fo~'ows:

Mr. Samarendranath SEN (India),··· President, Mr. Amold Wilfred Geoffrey KEAN
(United Kingdom ofGreat Britain and Northern Ireland),* Vice-President, Mr. Herbert
REIS (United States ofAmerica),· Mr. Luis Maria DE POSADAS MONTERO (Uruguay),"
Mr. Endre USTOR (Hungary),·· Mr. Abmed OSMAN (Egypt)·" and Mr. Roger PINTO
(France)....

• Term of ollia: expires on 31 December 1986.
.. Term ofollia: expires on 31 December 1987.

- Term ofollia: expires on 31 December 1988.

40/322. Appointment of members of the International Civil Service ConuDission

At its 121st plenary meeting, on 18 December 1985, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation ofthe Fifth Committee,2\ appointed the following persons as members
of the Inte~ational Civil Se&viceCommission:

(a) For 'a one-year term of office beginning on 1 January 1986:
Mrs. Turkia Daddah,
Mr. Karel Houska,
Mr. Andre Xavier Pirson;

18/bUt•• docummentAJ40/104S,para. S.
191bid.. dClCUmenl A/40/1046, para. 4.
20 lbUt•• @cument A/40/1047, para. S.
21/bid.,docutnentAl40/1048,par.i.10.
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(b) For a four-year tenn of office beginning 00 I January 1986:
Mr. Genichi Akatani,
Mr. Michel Auch~re.
Mrs. Claudia Cooley.
Mr. Ant6nio Fooseca Pimentel.
Mr. Alexis Stepbanou.

As a result, the IoternationalCivil Service Commission is composed as follows:
Mr. Richard M. AKwEI (Ghana).· Chairman. Mr. Carlos S. VEGEGA (Argentina).· Vice
Chairman. Mr. Genicbi AKATANI (Japan).·· Mr. Amjad Au (Pakistan)." Mr. Micbael
O. ANI (Nigeria)." Mr. Michel AUCHERE (France).·.. Mrs. Claudia CoOLEY (United
States 0/America).... Mrs. Turkia DADDAH (Mauritania).· Mr. Karei HOUSKA (Czecho
slovakia),· Mr. Ant6nio Fonseca PIMENTEL (Brazi/).... Mr. Andre Xavier P1RSON (Bel
gium).· Mr. Omar SIRRY (Egypt).·· Mr. Alexis STEPHANOU (Greece).... Mr. Valery
Vasilyevich TSYBUKOV (Union 0/Soviet Socialist Republics)·· and Mr. M. A. VELLODI
(India)."

• Term of ollice expires OD 31 December 1986.
.. Term of olllce expires OD 31 December 1988.

- Term ofollice expires OD 31 December 1989.

40/323. Appointment of members and alternate members of the United Nations
Si8B' Pension Committee

At its 121st plenary meeting, on 18 December 1985, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the Fifth Committee:22

(a) Appointed the following persons as members of the United Nations Staft"Pen-
sion Committee for a thr«-year term of office beginning on I January 1986:

Mr. Sol Kuttner.
Mr. Mario Majoli,
Mr. Micbael G. Olceyo;
(b) Appointed the following persons as altemate members of the United Nations

Staff Pension Committee for a three-year term of office beginning on I January 1986:
Mr. Jobst Holbom.
Mr. Miguel A. Ortega,
Mr. Yukio Takasu.
As a result, the members and alternate members elected by the General Assembly

to the United Nations Staft' Pension Committee', whose terms of office expire on 31
December 1988, are the following:

Members -.
Mr. Sol KUTI'NER (United States of America),
Mr. Mario MAIOLl (Italy),
Mr. Michael G. OKEYO (Kenya).
Alternate members
Mr. Jobst HOLBORN (Federal Republic of Germany),
Mr. Miguel A. ORTEGA (Mexico),
Mr. Yukio TAKASU (Japan).

4'9/324. Appointment of the members af the· Consultative Committee on the
United Nations Development Fund for Women

At its I22nd and I23rd plenary meetings, on 18 December 1985 and 28 April 1986,
the General Assembly took note of the appointment by its President of the following
Member States as members· of the Consultative Committee on the United Nations
Development Fund for Women for a three~year term beginning on I January 1986:
COLOMBIA, GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC, INDIA, KENYA and NORWAY.

As a result, the Consultative Committee on the United Nations Development Fund
for Women is composed of the following Member States: COLOMBIA, GERMAN DEMO
CRATIC REPUBLIC, INDIA, KENYA and NORWAY.

40/325. Confirmation of the appoin.ent of the Administrator of the United
Nations Development Programme

At its 123rd plenary meeting, on 28 April 1986, the General Assembly confirmed
the appointment by the Secretary-GeneraI23 of Mr. William H. DRAPER III as Adminis
trator of the United Nations De'F~lopment Programme for a term of office beginning on
I May 1986 and ending on 31 December 1989.

22 Ibid., document A/40/1049. para. S.
23 Ibid., document A/40/?46. para. 4.
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B. OTHER DECISIONS

1. Dtc&wu _]It. "itllo.t njilWlCe to a Mai" Co"""itt~

40/401. Organization of the fortieth session

At its 3rd and 53rd plenary meetings, on 20 September
and 29 October 1985, the General Assembly, on the rec
ommendations of the General Committee as set forth in
its first24 and third25 reports, aaopted a number of provi
sions concerning the organization of the fortieth session.

40/402. Adoption of the agenda and allocation of
agenda items

At its 3rd, 5th, 53rd, 78th, 123rd and' 124th plenary
meetings, on 20 and 23 September, 29 October and IS
November 1985 and on 28 April 1986, the General
Assembly, on the recommendations of the General Com
mittee as set forth in its first,26 second,27 third,28 fourth,29
and fifth30 reports and on the proposal of the Secretary
General,31 adopted the agenda32 and the allocation of
agenda items33 for the fortieth session.

At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 20 September 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation ofthe General
Com~ttee,34 decided to include in the provisional agenda
ofits forty-ftrst session the item entitled ""Question ofEast
Timor".

40/403. Meetings of subsidiary organs during the
fortieth session

At its ~rd and 96th plenary meetings, on 20 September
and 29 November 1985, the General Assembly, on the
recommendations of the Committee on Conferences35 and
of th,e General Committee,36 decided that the following
subsidiary organs should be authorized to hoI~ meetings
during the fortieth sesl!ion:

(a) Ad Hoc Committee on the Indiar . Ocean;
(b) Advisory Committee on the United Nations Edu

cational and Training Programme for Southern Africa;
(c) Committee ofTrustees of the United Nations Fund

for South Africa;
(d) Committee on Relations with the Host Country;
(e) Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable

Rights of the Palestinian People;
(f) Committee on the Review and Appraisal of the

Implementation of the International Development Strat
egy for the Third United Nations Development Decade;

(g) Special Committee against Apartheid;

(h) Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices
Affecting the Human Rights of the Population of the
Occupied Territories;

(I) United Nations Council for Namibia;
(j) Working Group on the Financing of the United

Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees
in the Near East.

24 Ibid., qcnda item 8, document A/40/2S0, peru. 2·23.
2S Ibid., document A/40/2S0/Add.2, para. 3.
26 Ibid., document A/40/2S0, paras. 24-32.
27 Ibid., document A/40/2S0/Add.I, JIIUB. 2.
28 Ibid., document A/40/2S0/Add.2, JIIUB. 2.
29 Ibid., document A/40/2S0/Add.3, para. 2.
30 Ibid., document A/40/2S0/Add.4, para. 2.
31 Ibid.,~ item 17, document Al40I246, JlII'L S.
32 For the final text of the qenda (A/40/2SI and Add.I-4), see Offirial

Records ofthe General Assembry. Forttsh Session, PieNU}' Meetings, vol. I,

40/484. Commemoration of the fortieth anniversary
of the United Nations

At its 3rd plenary meeting, on 20 September 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendations of the Pre
paratory Committee for the Fortieth Anniversary of the
United Nations,37 decided that:

(a) All statements made by Heads ofState or Govern
ment and special envoys during the entire fortieth session
of the General Assembly in 1985 should be considered
part of the commemoration; .

(b) The general debate should be held as usual for a
three-week period, from 23 September to II October, on
the clear and eltplicit understanding that statements made
by Heads of State or Government and special envoys
during that period would also be considered part of the
commemoration;

(c) Between the conclusion of the general debate and
the commemorative ceremony, to be held on 24 October,
Heads of State or Government and special envoys might
address the General Assembly in connection with the for
tieth anniversary celebration;

(d) The culmination of this period should be on 24
October, with a solemn ceremony to hear statements by
the Secretary-General and the President of the General
Assembly and to adopt a final declaration by consensus;

(e) During the commemorative proceedings between
14 and 24 October, Heads ofState or Government should
be seated in the General Assembly Hall and escorted to the
podium from the floor and, following the practice already
approved by the Assembly, delegations should refrain
from~~qth~con~MwoMin~Assem~H~

after a speech had been delivered; to this end, Heads of
State or Government should be advised of such arrange
ments and the President of the General Assembly should
be requested to draw the attention of representatives to
those arrangements;

(f) Delegations should be infonned that the number of
speakers per day on 21, 22 and 23 October could not
exceed twenty-one during regular moming and afternoon
m~tings, that this number could only be accommodated
on the assumption that statements did not exceed fifteen
minutes and that any additional speakers on those days
would have to be heard at an extended afternoon meeting
or at a night meeting;

(g) Heads ofState or Government should be advised of
the arrangements referred to in subpara~ph(f) above and
the President ofthe General Assembly should be requested
to draw the attention of representatives to those
arrangements;

(h) A compendium of the statements delivered by or
received from Heads of State or Government with duly
accredited delegations and the statements made by their
special envoys should be issued as a United Nations publi-

p. v. A numerical listing ofagenda items also appears as annex III to the pres
ent volume.

33 For the final text of the allocation of agenda items (A/40/2S2 and
Add.l-4), see sect. I.

34 Official Records of the General Assembly. Fortieth Session. Annexes,
~nda item 8, document A/40/2S0, para. 27.

35 See A/40/663 and A/40/940.
36 Official Records of.the General Assembly. Fortieth Session. Annexes,

~Dda item 8, document A/40/2S0, JIIUB. 22.
37 Ibid., Fortieth Session. Supplement No. 49 (A/40/49), para. 27.
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cation as part of the commemoration of the fortieth anni
versary of the United Nations;

(I) Member States might consider including in their
delegations to the fortieth session of the General Assembly
those dignitaries who were actively involved in the work
of the United Nations, particularly those who had signed
the Charter of the United Nations and/or former Presi
dents of the Assembly.

40/406. Report ofthe International Court ofJustice

At its 50th plenary meeting, on 25 October 1985, the
General Assembly took note of the report of the Interna
tional Court of Justi--.e.38

40/408. Question of peace, stability and co-operation
in South-East Asia

At its 65th plenary meeting, on 6 November 1985, the
General Assembly decided to include in the provisional
agenda ofits forty-first session the item entitled "Question
of peace, stability and co-operation in South-East Asia".

40/416. Notificatien by the Secretary-General under
Article 12, paragraph 2, of the Charter of
the United Nations

At its 109th plenary meeting, on 9 December 1985, the
General Assembly took note of the note by the Secretary
General.39

40/417. Report of the Secretary-General on the work
of the Organization

At its I09th plenary meeting, on 9 December 1985, the
General Assembly took note of the report of the Secretary
General on the work of the Organization.40

40/418. Report of the Security Council

At its 109th plenary meeting, on 9 December 1985, the
General Assembly took note of the report of the Security
Council.41

40/458. Report of the Economic and Social Council

At its 122nd plenary meeting, on 18 December 1985,
the General Assembly took note ofchapters I, 11, III (sects.
F and 8), VI (sect. E), VIII and IX (sects. A and B) of the
re~rt of the Economic and Social Council.42

40/459. Launching of global negotiations on interna
tional economic co-operation for develop
ment

At its 122nd plenary meeting, on 18 December 1985,
the General Asselttbly decided to keep the item open in
order to allow for the continuation of informal consulta
tions after the suspension of the session and to reconvene
on short notice to consider any decisions or agreements
that might emerge from the negotiations.

40/460. Question of equitable representation on and
increase in the membership of the Security
Council

At its 122nd plenary meeting, on 18 December 1985~

the General Assembly decided to include in the provi
sional agenda of its forty-first session the item en1itled
"Question of equitable representation on and increase in
the membership of the Security Council".

38 Ibid., SupplemenJ No. " (A/40/4)
39 Ibid., Fortieth Session. Annexes, agenda item 7, document A/40/642.
40 Ibid., Fortieth Session. Supplement No. J (A/40/1).
41 Ibid., Supplement No. 2 (A/40/2).
42 Ibid.• SupplemenJ No. J (A/40/3/Rev.I).

40/461. Celebration of the one-hundred-and-fiftieth
anniversary of the emancipation of slaves in
the British Empire

At its 122nd plenary meeting, on 18 December 1985,
the General Assembly decided to include in the provi
sional agenda of its forty-first session the item entitled
"Celebration of the one-hundred-and-fiftieth anniversary
of the emancipation of slaves in the British Empire".

40/470. Suspension of the fortieth session

At its 122nd plenary meeting, on 18 December 1985,
the General Assembly decided to resume its fortieth ses
sion, at a date to be announced, for the sole purpose of
considering the fonowing agenda items:

Item 16 (a): Election oftwo members of the Governing
Council of the United Nations Environment Programme;

Item 17 (h): Appnmtment of members of the Consul
tative Committee on the United Nations Development
Fund for Women;

Item 17 (l): Appointment of a member of the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implemen
tation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples;

Item 21: The situation in central America: threats to
international peace and security and peace initiatives;

Item 41: Launching of global negotiations on interna
tional economic co-operation for development;

Item 43: Observance of the quincentenary of the dis
covery of America;

Item 44: Question of Cyprus;
Item 45: Implementation of the resolutions of the

United Nations;
Item 46: Consequences of the prolongation of the

armed conflict between Iran and Iraq;
Item 84 and 84 (c): Development and international

economic co-operation; trade and development;
Item 116: Proposed programme budget for the bien

nium 1986-1987;
Item 123: Personnel questions.

40/472. CDlTent financial crisis of the United
Nations

At its I32nd plenary meeting, on 9 May 1986, the Gen
eral Assembly, on the basis of the statement made by its
President,43 decided that the Secretary-General should
proceed according to the proposals made in his report,44
taking into account the report of the Fifth Committee4S
and with due regard to the following:

(a) The proposal of the Secretary-General that the for
ty-first session of the General Assembly be curtailed by
three weeks would be considered by the Assembly itself, at
that session, in the light ofthe financial situation then pre
vailing; as regards the curtailment of the sessions of the
Economic and Social Council and the Trusteeship Coun
cil, those organs would take the decisions that were most
appropriate in organizing their work this year;

(b) With regard to the special session on Namibia, the
General Assembly, after opening its forty-first session on
Tuesday, 16 September 1986, would adjourn until the fol
lowing Monday, and the special session would be held in
that period, including Saturday;

43 Ibid., Fortieth Session. PlefIQry Meetings, 132nd meeting.
44A/40/1I02 and Corr.I-3, Add. I and Add.I/Corr.I, Add.2 and Add.2/

Corr.1 and Add.] and 4.
45 OjJkial Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session. Annexes.

agenda item ISO, document A/40IIIII. \ '
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(c) The Secretary-General would review the other
items in his report in the lipt of the evolving financial sit
uation and would report to the General Assembly at its
forty-first session; it was understood that no project or
programme for which there was a legislative mandate
would be eliminated if adequate financial resources were
available.

40/473. International Conference on the Relation
ship between Disarmament and Develop
ment

At its 133rd plenary meeting, on 20 June 1986, the Gen
eral Assembly, on the recommendation of the Preparatory

46 See A/40/1I31, annex.

Committee for the International Conference on the Rela
tionship between Disarmament and Development,46
decided to postpone the Conference until 1987.

40/478. Periodicity of the sessions of the Commis
sion on Transnational Corporations

At its I 33rd plenary meeting, on 20 June 1986, the Gen
eral Assembly, further to Economic and Social Council
decision 1986/117 of I May 1986, decided to take a deci
sion at its forty-first session on the question of the perio
dicity of the sessions of the Commission OD Transnational
Corporations under the appropriate agenda item in order
ti; h-:nefit from the views of the Second Committee.

2. D«i,ions adopted 011 the reports of the First Committee

40/424. International co-operation in the peaceful exploitation of outer space
under conditions of its non-militarization

At its 113th plenary meeting, on 12 Decemrer 1985, the General Assembly took
note of the report of the First Committee.47

40/428. Advisory Board on Disarmament Studies

At its I 17th plenary meeting, on 16 December 1985, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the First Committee:48

(a) Decided that, in order to give timely consideration to the recommendations of
the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions regarding the pro
posed annual budget of the United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research,49 the
Advisory Board on Disarmament Studies should be authorized to hold its second ses
sion of 1986 during the early weeks of the forty-first session of the Assembly, in the light
of the request of the Advisory Board contained in paragraph 38 of the report of the Sec
retary-General;so

(b) Requested the Committee on Conferences at its 1986 substantive session to
consider the pattern of future meetings of the Advisory Board on Disarmament Studies.

3. D«isions adopted 011 the reports of the Special Political Commit.~

40/407. Policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa

At its 51st plenary meeting, on 28 October 1985, the General Assembly took ~iote

of the report of the Special Political Committee.S1

40/429. Question of the Malagasy islands ofGlorieuses, Juan de Nova, Europa
and Bassas cia India

At its I 18th plenary meeting, on 16 December 1985, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the Special Political Committee,S2 decided to include in the provi
sional agenda of its forty-first session the item entitled "Question of the Malagasy
islands of Glorieuses, Juan de Nova, Europa and Bassas da India".

40/430. Question of the composition of the relevant organs of the United
Nations

At its I 18th plenary meetin~, on 16 December 1985, the General Assembly, on the
recommendation of the Special Political Committee,s3 decided to include in the provi
sional agenda of its forty-first session the item entitled "Question of the composition of
the relevant organs of the United Nations".

41 Official Records ofthe General Assembly. Fortieth Session. Annexes, agenda item 145, document A/40/965.
48 Ibid., agenda item 65, document A140/877/Add.1, para. 60.
49 Ibid., Fortieth Session. Supplement No. 714 (A140I7JAdd.1.18), document A/4011/Add.9.
so A/40I144.
51 Official Records ofthe General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Annexes, agenda item 35, document A140/805.
S21bid., agenda item 82, document A140/992, para. 4. .
S31bid., agenda item 83, document A140/809, para. 5.
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40/431. Report of the Economic and Social Councll

At its I 19th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1985, the
General Assembly, having considered part I of the report
of the Second Committee,54 took note ofchapters I, 11, III
(sects. E to G, J and K), IV, VI, VIII and IX (sects. A, B, D
and G to K) of the report of the Economic and Social
Counci1.42

40/432. Israeli economic practices in the occupied
Palestinian and other Arab territories

At its I 19th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second
Committee:55

(a) Took note, with concern, of the report of the Secre
tary-General prepared in pursuance of Assembly decision
39/442;56

(b) Requested the Secretary-General to prepare a
report on the financial and trade practices of the Israeli
occupation authorities in the occupied Palestinian and
other Arab territories;

(c) Invited the Secretary-General to utilize the services
of competent United Nations bodies in preparing the
report;

(d) Requested the Secretary-General to submit the
report to the General Assembly at its forty-first session,
through the Economic and Social Council.

40/433. Report of the Panel of Eminent Persons
established to conduct the public hearings
on the activities of transnational corpora
tions in South Africa and Namibia

At its I 19th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second
Committee,55 took note of the report of the Panel of Emi
nent Persons established to conduct the public hearings on
the activities of transnational corporations in South Africa
and Namibia57 and further noted that the Commission on
Transnational Corporations at its twelfth session and the
Economic and Social Council in 1986 would give in-depth
consideration to the recommendations contained in the
report and propose appropriate action.

40/434. Mobilization of financial r'!SOurces for
indnstrial development

At its I 19th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second
Committee,58 decided to defer until its forty-first session
consideration of the draft resolution entitled "Mobiliza
tion of financial resources for industrial development".59

54 Ibid•• agenda item 12, document A/40/1009.
55 Ibid., document A/40/IOO9/Add.I, para. 38.
56 A/40/38 I-Ell 985/105.
57 ElC.IO/1986/9, annex.
58 Official Records of the General Assembly. Fonieth Session. Annexes,

agc:nda item 12, document A/40/1009/Add.2. para. 29. '
59 Ibid.• para. 5.
60 A/4O/329.
61 A/4O/409.
62 A/4O/420 and Corr.l.
63 A/40/633.
64 A/4O/633/Add.1.
65 A/4O/735.
66 Sec decisions 40/474 to 40/477.
67 The Second Committee will, in accordance with established practice and

in pursuance of General Assembly decision 38/429, hold a general debate
eacb year at th" besinning of its work. .

40/435. Documents relating to the reJH)rt of the Ec0
nomic and Social Council

At its I 19th plena."'Y meeting, on 17 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second
Committee,58 took note of the following documents:

(a) Report of the Secretary-General on the critical situ
ation of food and agriculture in Africa 1984-1985;60

(b) Report of the Secretary-General on the Transport
and Communications Decade in Africa,61 prepared in pur
suance of Assembly resolution 32/160;

(c) Note by the Secretary-General on the implementa
tion of the programme for the Industrial Development
Decade for Africa;62

(d) Report of the Joint Inspection Unit on the Trans
port and Communications Decade in Africa,63 and the
comments of the Secretary-General thereon;64

(e) Report of the Secretary-General on the Transport
-and Communications Decade in Africa,65 prepared in pur
suance of Assembly resolution 39/230.

40/436. Biennial programme of work for the Second
Committee for 1986-1987

At its I 19th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second
CommitteeS8 and in accordance with paragraph 5 of its
resolution 39/217 of 18 December 1984, approved the
biennial programme of work for the Second Committee,
annexed hereto, subject to the decisions to be adopted by
the Second Committee, at the resumed fortieth session, on
unfinished work under item 84, "Development and inter-

. national economic co-operation".66

ANNEX

BIeImisI propaIIIIIIe 01 work for the Secoad Oaaunlttee lor 19l16-19lJ767

1986

Item I. Repon ofthe Economic and Social Counci/68,69

(a) Co-o"liilllllion in the United Nations and the United Nations system

Documentation Progress report of th~ Secn:tary-General on c0

ordination in the United Nations and the United
Nations system (General Assembly resolution 40/
177 of 17 December 1985)70

(b) Population and development

Documentation Report of the Secretary-General on action taken
on the recommendations ofllte International Con
ference on Population for the further implementa
tion ofthe World Population Plan ofAction (Gen
eral Assembly resolution 39/228 of 18 December
1984)70

68 The list ofquestions and documentation under this item is lint)' indica
tive of requests for ~rts from the General Assembly. The list will be final
ized only after the Economic and Social Council completes its work eacb
year. Under this item the Second Committee will also have before it the
reports of the Intellovemmenlal Committee on Science and Tecbnol~ for
Development snd the Commission on Human Setllements. The second
Commlllee may wish to decide not to consider draft proposals on these
reports. except specific recommendations requiring action by the Assembly
contained in the reports of these bodies or in the report of the Council.

69 The attention of the Second Committee is drawn to Council decision
1985/10I of 8 February 1985, para. 6, wbereby the Council decided to
review at its orpnizalional session for 1986, in the light ofGeneral Assembly
resolution 39/217. the periodicity ofthe annual reports submitted by the Sec
retariat to the Assembly through th3 Council, other than those referred to in
Jlllf@. 4 (g) of that decision.

70 Report submitted to the General Assembly through the Economic and
Socia1 Council.

-
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(c) Transport and Communicalions Decade in Africa

Documentalion Report of the Secretary-General on the Transport
and Communications Decade in Africa (General
Assembly resolution 32/160 of 19 December
1977)70

(d) Transport and Communications Decade for Asia and the Pacific,
1985-1994

Documentation Relevant section of the report of the Economic
and Social Council (General Assembly resolution
391227 of 18 December 19114)

(e) Confidence-building in internaJional economic relalions

Documentalion Report of the Secretary-General on confidence
buildina in international economic relations (Gen
eral Assembly resolutirln 39/226 of 18 December
1984)70

(I) Protection against products harmfUl to health and the enwronment
. Documentation Report of the Secretary-General on protection

against products harmful to health and the envi
ronment (General Assembly resolution 39/229 of
18 December 1984)

Report ofthe Secretary-General on the implemen
tation of General Assembly resolutions 37/137,
38/149 and 39122970

<s> Permanent soW'eignty OW' naJional resources in the occupied Pales
tinian and other Arab territories
Documentation Report of the Secretary-General on the financial

and trade practices of the Israeli occupation
authorities in the occupied Palestinian and other
Arab territories (Economic and Social Council
decision 1985/177 of 25 July 1985 and General
Assembly decision 40/432 of 17 December
1985)70

(b) Assistance to the Palestinian people
Documentalion Report of the Secretary-General on assistance to

the Palestinian people (Economic and Social
Council resolution 1985/57 of 25 July 1985 and
General Assembly resollition 40/170 of 17
December 1985)70

Report of the Secretary-General on economic
development projects in the occupied Palestinian
territories (Economic and Social Council resolu
tion 1985/58 of 25 June 1985 and General
Assembly resolution 40/169 of 17 December
1985)70

(i) Living conditions ofthe Palestinian people in the occupied Palestin
ian territories
Documentation Report of the Secretary-General on the prepara

tions for tbe seminar on priority development
projects needed for improving the living condi
tions of tbe Palestinian people in the OCC1::;ied
Palestinian territories (General Assembly resolu
tion 401201 of 17 December 1985)70

(j) Countries stricken by desertificalion and drought71

Documentation Report of the Secretary-General on countries
stricken by desertification and drought (Economic
and Social Council decision 1985/176 of 25 July
1985 and General Assembly resolution 401175 of
17 December 1985)70

(k) International Year ofShelter for the Homeless

Documentation Relevant chapter of the report of the Economic
and Social Council (General Assembly resolution
40/203 of 17 December 1985)

(I) Co-operation between the United Nations and the Agency for Cul
tural and Technical Co-operalion
Documentation Report of the Secretary-General on co-operation

between the United Nations and the Agency for
Cultural and Technical Co-operation (General
Assembly resolution 40/174 of 17 December
1985)70

71 The question is included in the programme ofwork for 1986. exception
ally, in the light of the request of the General Assembly concernina the final
report of the Secretary-General on the implementation ofresolution 391208.

Item 2. Dndopment and international economic co-operalion
(a) TrtJtk and dere!opment

Doeumelllalion Report of the Trade and Development Board
(General Auembly resolution 1995 (XIX) of 30
December 1964)70"

Report of the Secretary-General of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development
on the United N,,:;;>ns Conference on Conditions
for Rqistration ofShips (General Assembly res0

lution 40/187 of 17 December 1985)
Report of the Secretary-General of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development
on the international code ofconduct on the trans
fer of technolOBY (General Assembly resolution
40/184 of 17 December 1985)
Report of the Secretary-General on economic
measures IS a means of political and economic
coercion apinst developing countries (general
Auembly resolution 40/185 of 17 December
1985)
Report ofthe Secretary-General on the implemen
tation of thc resolution on trade embargo against
Nicaraaua (General Assembly resolution 40/188
of 17 D't.icember 1985)
Report of the Secretaly-General on special meas
ures in favour of island developing countries
(General Assembly resolution 39/212 of 18
December 1984)
Report of thc Secretary-General on the particular
problems facin& Zaire with regard to transport,
transit and aocess tl> foreign markcts (General
Assembly resolution 40/190 of 17 December
1985)
Report of the Secretary-General on preferential
trade an:a for Eastern and Southern African States
(General Assembly resolution 40/186 of 17
December 1985)
Draft resolution entitled "Protectionism and
structural adjustment" (see General Assembly
decision 40/439 of 17 December 1985)
Report of the Secretary-General of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development
on the outcome ofconsultations on the reconven
in& of the United Nations Conference to Review
All Aspects of the Set of Multilaterally Agreed
Equitable Principles and Rules for the Control of
Restrictive Business Practices (General Assembly
resolution 40/192 of 17 December 1985)

(b) Food problems
DocIImelllalion Report of the World Food Council70

Report of the Secretary-General on the question
of an international year for the mobilization of
financial and technolOBical resources to increase
food and agricultural production in Africa (Ec0
nomic and Social Council decision 1985/199 of
26 July 1985)70

(c) New and renewable sources ofenergy
Documentalion Report ofthe Committee on the Development and

Utilization of New and Rcnewable Sources of
Energy (General Assembly resolution 371250 of21
December 1982)70

(d) Development ofthe energy resources ofdeveloping countries
Documentalion Jteport of the Secretary-General on the develop

ment of the cncrgy resources of developing
countries (General Assembly resolution 40/208 of
17 December 1985)70

Item 3. Operational activities for development
(a) Operational activities ofthe United Nations system

Documentation Report of the Director-General for Development
at,·, International Economic Co-operation on a
comprehensive policy review of the operational



336 General Aaembly-Fortieth SeslIoa

activities ofthe United Nations system (Gen
eral Assembly resolution 35/81 of 5 Decem
ber 1980)'0

Reports submitted by the bodies, orpns and
orpnizations of the United Nations system (Gen
eral Assembly resolution 40/211 of 17 December
1985)70

(b) United Nalions Development Programme
Documentation Repon of the Governing Council of the United

Nations Development Programme70

(c) United ~;arions Fund for Popu!alion Activities
Docunrentalion Relevant chapters of the repon of the Governing

Council of the United Nations Developme!lt
Programme

Note by the Sccretary-General transmitting the
repon of the Executive Director of the United
Nations Fund for Population Activities on thr
United Nations Population Award and Trout
Fund

(d) United Nations Children's Fund
Documentalion Relevant chapter of the repon of the Economic

and Social Council

(e) World Food Programme
Documentalion Relevant chapter of the repon of the Economic

and Social Council

Item 4. Training and research
(a) United Nations Institute for Training and Research

Documentalion Repon of the Executive Director of the United
Nations Institute for Training and Research

Repon of the Secretary-General on the long-term
financing and future of the Institute (General
Asumbly resolution 401214 of 17 December
1985) .

(b) United Nations University
Documentation Repon of the Council of the United Nations

UniveI'Sity70

(c) Unified approach to development analysis and planning
Documentation Repon of the secretary-General on a unified

approach to development analysis and planning
(General Assembly resolutions 38/179 of 19
December 1983 and 39/217 of 18 December
1984)'0

Item 5. Special economic and .fisaster relie[assistance
(a) Office ofthe United Nations Disaster Relie[Co-ordinalor

Documentalion Repon of the Secretary-General on the Office of
the United Nations Disaster Relief Co
ordinator70

(b) Special programmes ofeconomic assistance
Documentation Repon of the. Secretary-General on special pro

grammes ofeconomic assistance (General Assem
bly resolution 40/236 of 17 December 1985)70

Reports of the Secretary-General on individual
countries

Repon of the Secretary-General presenting sum
mary reports on countries with no separate
individual rePorts in that year

(c) Implementalion of the medium-term and long-term recovery and
reluzbi/italion programme in the Sudano-Sahe/ian region
Documentation Repon of the Secretary-General on the implelDen

tation of the medium-term and long-term recov
ery and rehabilitation programme in the Sudano
Sahelillll region (General Assembly resolutions
3054 (XXVIII) of 17 October 1973 and 39/217)70

72The programme of work and documentation list for 1987 will be
updated in 1986, taking into account the relevant decisions to be adopted by
the General Assembly at its forty-first session.

73 The list of questions and documentation under this item is only indica
tive ofrequests for reports from the General Assembly. The list will be final
ized after the Economic and Social Council completes its work each year.

198772

Item 1. R/!fHJn ofthe Economic and Social Councit73

(a) Internalional economic security
Documentation Repon of the Secretary-General on a concept of

international economic security (General Assem
bly resolution 40/173 of 17 December 1985)70

(b) Co-ordinalion in the United Nalions and tile United Nalions system
Documentation Repon of the Sccretary-General on co-ordination

in the United Nations and the United Nations sys
tem (General Assembly resolution 40/177 of 17
December 1985)70

(c) Targetfor World Food Programme pledgesfor the period 1989-1990
Documentalion Relevant chapter of the repon of the Economic

and Social Council
(d) World population sitUalio,'1

Documentalion Repon of the Secretary-General on the summary
and conclusions of the biennial repon on the
world population situation (Economic and Social
Council resolution 1347 (XLV) of30 July 1968)70

(e) Role ofthe public sector
Documentation Repon of the Secretary-GeneraI on the role of the

public sector in promoting the eronomic develop
ment of developing countries (Economic and
Social Council resolution 1983/61 of 28 July
1983)70

(t) Economic and technical aspects ofmarine affairs
Documentation Conclusions and recommendations of the Econo

mic and Social Council on economic and technical
aspects of marine affiUrs (Economic and Social
Council resolution 1985175 of 26 July 1985)

(g) Palterns ofconsumption: qua/italive aspects ofdevelopment
Documentation Relevant section of the repon of the Economic '

and Social Council
(h) World Tourism Organizalion

Documentalion Repon of the Secretary-General on the World
Tourism Organization (General Assembly resolu
tion 401172 of 17 December 1985)7~

Item 2. Development and internaliona! economic co-operalion73

(a) Trade and development
Documentation Repon of the seventh session of the United

Nations Conference on Trade and Development

Repon of the Trade and Development Board
(General Assembly resolution 1995 (XIX) of 30
December 1964)70

Repon of the Secretary-General on the meetings
of the Inter-Agency Group on Revenc Transfer of
Technology (General Assembly resolution 40/191
of 17 December 1985)

Report of the Secretary-General of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development
on the outcome of the meeting of Governmental
Experts on the Reverse Transfer of Technology
(Assembly resolution 40/191)

Repon of the Secretary-General of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development
on specific action related to the particuIar ncccIs
and probl:ms ofIand·locked developing countries
(General Assembly resolution 40/183 of 17
December 1985)

(b) Implementalion ofthe Substantial New Programme ofActionfor the
198'Jsfor the Least Developed Countries
Documentation Repon of the S::ct'etary-General on the implemen.

tation of the Substantial New Programme of
Action for the 1980s for the Least Developed
Countries (General Assembly resolution 40/205 of
17 December 1985)

Under this item the Second Committee will also have before it the reports of
the World Food Council and the Council of the United Nations Umversity.
The Second Committee may wish to decide not to consider draft proposals
on these reports, except specific proposals ~uiring action by the General
Assembly contained in the reports of those bodies or in the reponofthe Ec0
nomic and SocialCouncil.'
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(c) Long-term trends in economic development

Documentalion Report .of the Secretary-General on the long-term
socio-economic perspective on the world economy
to the year 2000 (General Assembly resolution 401
207 of 17 December 1985)70

(d) EffectiW! mobilization and integralion ofwomen in development
Documentalion Relevant chapter of the report of the Economic

and Social Council on the recommendations of
the Commission on the Status ofWomen (General
Assembly resolution 40/204 of 17 December
1985)

Progress report of the Secretary-General on the
preparation of the first regular update of the sur
vey on the role of women in development
(Assembly resolution 40/204)

(e) Econamic and technical co-operalion among developing countries
Documentation Report of the High-level Committee on the

Review of Technical Co-operation among Devel
oping Countries (General Assembly resolution 331
134 of 19 December 1978)70

Report ofthe Secretary-General on the implemen
tation of the resolution on technical co-operation
among developing countries (General Assembly
resolutipn 40/196 of 17 December 1985)

Report of the Secretary-General on co-operation
between the United Nations and the Southern
Mrican Development Co-ordination Conference
(General Assembly resolution 4Oil95 of 17
December 1985)

(t) Environment
Documentation Report of the Governing Council of the United

Nations Environment Programme (General
Assembly resolution 2997 (XXVII) of 15 Decem
ber 1972)70

Note by the Secretary-General on international
conventions and protocols in t.he field of the envi·
ronment (General Assembly resolution 3436
(XXX) of9 December 1975)

Report of the Secretary-General on remnants of
war (General Assembly resolution 40/197 of 17
December 1985)

<Br Desertificalion and drought
Documentalion Report of the Governing Council of the United

Nations Environment Programme on the imple
mentation of the Plan of Action to Combat
Desenification (General Assembly resolutions 32/
172 of 19 December 1917, 35173 of 5 December
1980 and 40/198 of 17 December 1985)70

Report of the Governing Council of the unhed
Nations Environment Programme on the imple
mentation of the Plan of Action to Combat
Desertification in the Sudano-Sahelian region
(General Assembly resolution 34/187 of 18
December 1972 and 40/198 B)70

Report ofthe Secretary-General on the implemen
tation and financing of the Plan of Action to
Combat Desertification (General Assembly reso
lution 40/198 A>'O

(h) Human settlements
Documentation Report of the Commission on Human Settlements

(General Assembly resolution 32/162 of 19
December 1977 and Economic antl·SociaI Council
resolution 1978/1 of 12 January 1978)70

Report of the Secretary-General on the seminar
on priority development projects needed for
improving the living conditions of the Palestinian
people in the occupied Palestinian territories
(General Assembly resolution 40/169 of 17
December 1985>,0

74 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Annexes,
~da item 84, document A/40/989.

7S Ibid., document A/4O/989/Add.l, para. 5.
76/bid., Fortieth Session. Supplement No. 48 (A/40/48).

(t) Science and technology for development
Documentalion Report of the Intergovernmenta! Committee on

Science and Technology for Development (Gener
al Assembly resolutions 34/218 of 19 December
1979 and 391217 of 18 December 1984)

0) New internalional human order: moral aspects ofdevelopment
Documentalion Report of the Secretary-General on the question of

a new international human order: moral aspects of
development (GeneFal Assembly resolution 401
206 of 17 December 1985)

Item 3. Operalional activities for development
(a) Operalional activities ofthe United Nalions system

Documentalion Report of me Director-General for Development
and International Economic Co-operation on the
operational activities of tb.: United Nations
system

(b) Uniu'tl Nalions Development Programme
Documentalion Repon of the Governing Council of the United

Nations Development Programme70

(c) United Nations Capital Development Fund
Documentation Relevant chapter of the report of the Govemillg

Council of the United Nations Development
Programme

(d) United Nalions technical co-operalion activities
Documentation Report of the Secretary-General on United

Nations technical co-operation activities

Relevant chapter of the ~pon of the Governing
Council of the United Nations Development
Programme

Report of the Secretary-General on the role of
qualified national personnel in the social and ec0

nomic development of developing countries
(General Assembly resolution 401213 nf 17
December 1985)70

(e) United Nalions Volunteers programme
Documentalion Relevant chapters of the report of the Governing

Council of the United Nations Development
Programme

Item 4. Special programmes ofeconomic assistance
Documentation Reports of the Secretary-General on individual

countries

Report of the Secretary-General presenting sum
mary reports on countries with no separate
individual reports in that year

40/437. Development and international economic c0
operation

At its l19th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1985, the
General Assembly took note of part one of the report of
the Second Committee.74

40/438. International Development Strategy for the
Third United Nations Development Decade

At its 119th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second
Committee:7S

(a) Took note of the report of the Committee on the
Review and Appraisal of the Implementation of the Inter
national Development Strategy for the· Third United
Nations Development Decade;76

(b) Endorsed the agreed conclusions of the Committee
on the Review and Appraisal ofthe Implementation ofthe
International Development Strategy for the Third United
Nations Development Decade77 and took note ofthe state
ment by the Chairman of the Committee;78

77 /bid., para. 22.
7s/bid., Supplement No. 48 (A/40/48), annex.

r1rTxrl
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(c) Welcomed the spirit of co-operation that was dis
played by all delegations in adopting the above-mentioned
agreed conclusions by consensus.

40/439. Protectionism and structnral adjustment

At its I 19th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second
Committee,79 decided to defer until its forty-first session
consideration of the draft resolution entitled "Protection
ism and structmal adjustment".80

40/440. Status of the Agreement Establishing the
Common Fund for Commodities

At its I 19th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second
Committee,79 decided to take note of the report of the Sec
retary-General on the status of the Agreement Establishing
the Common Fund for Commodities.8l

40/441. Note by the Secretariat on the environment

At its I 19th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of thl>. Second
Committee,82 decided to take note of the note by the Sec
retariat83 drawing the attcmtion of the Committee to the
following reports:

(a) Report of the Executive Director of the United
Nations Environment Programme on the implementation
of the Plan of Action to Combat Desertification in the
Sudano-Sahelian region;84

(b) Report of the Executive Director of the United
Nations Environment Programme on shared natural
resources and legal aspects of offshore mining and drill
iog;85

(c) Re}>Ort of the Executive Director of the United
Nations Environment Programme.on international con
ventions and protocols in the field of the environment.86

40/442. World survey on the role of women in
development

At its 119th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second
Committee,87 took note of the note by the Secretary-Gen
eral on the world survey on the role of women in develop
ment.88

40/443. Report of the Secretary-General on imme
diate measures in favour of the developing
countries

At its I 19th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second
Committee,89 took note of the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral on immediate measures in favour of the developing
countries.90

79 Ibid., Fortieth Session. Annexes, agenda item 84, document Al40/9891
Add.3, para. 72. I

80 Si:e AlC,2140/L.8, For the printed teltt of the draft resolution, see Offi
cial Records ofthe General Assembly. Thirty-sixth Session. Annexes, agenda
item 69, document Al36/694/Add.3. para, 41.

81 Al40I7I7,
82 Official Records of the General Assembly. Fortieth Session, Annexes,

agenda item 84, document N40/989/Add.6, para. 32.
83 NC.2140IL.l1.
84 UNEP/GC.1317I Add.l.
35 UNEP/GC,13/91Add. I.
86 UNEP/GC.13/IO.
87 Official Records of the General Assembly. Fortieth Session. Annexes,

agenda item 84. dOi:ument A/40/989/Add,9, pal'3. 11. .

40/444. Implementation of the Nairobi Programme
of Action for t'te Development and Utiliza
tion of New ud Renewable Sonrces of
Energy

At its I 19th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second
Committee:89

(a) Took note ofthe report ofthe Secretary-General on
new and renewable sources of energy;91

(b) Decided that the third session of the Committee on
the Development and Utilization of New and Renewable
Sources of Energy should be held from 21 April to 2 May
1986.

40/445. International co-operation in the interrelat
ed areas of money, finance, debt, resonrce
flows, trade and development

At its I 19th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second
Cammittee:92

(a) Decided to reconvene the Second Committee
immediately prior to the first regular session of the Econo
mic and Social Council of 1986, for one week, in order to
give in-depth consideration to ways in which international
co-operation in the interrelated areas of money, finance,
debt, resource flows, trade and development could be pro
moted effectively and to deal with unfinished business
under agenda item 84, namely:

International Conference on Money and Finance for'
Development (draft resolution AlC.2/401L.3093);

External debt crisis and development (draft resolution
AlC.2/40ft.5294);

, Commodities (draft resolution AlC.2/40/L.81 95);
Debt and related issues (draft resolution AJC.2/40/

L. 12996);
(b) Requested the Secretary-General to provide all nec

essary information and documentation to support the
work of the Committee, including an update of the report
submitted under General Assembly resolution 39/218 of
18 December 1984,97 with a short summary ofthe relevant
ideas and proposals put forward by the Heads ofState and
Government and Ministers for Foreign Affairs at the forti
eth session of the General Assembly;

(c) Also requested the Secretary-General to invite the
appropriate organs, organizations and bodies ofthe United
Nations system to provide the Committee with informa
tion on their ongoing activities in the interrelated areas of
money, finance, debt, resource flows, trade and devel
opment;

(cl) Requested the Secretary-General of the United
Nations Conference on Trade and Development to submit
a report on the ongoing work of the Conference in the area
of interdependence of trade, development, finance and the
international monetary system.

88 Al401703 and Corr.1.
89 Official Records of the General Assembly. Fortieth Session, Annexes,

agenda item 84, document N40/989/Add.13, para. 14.
90 N40/597 and Corr.!.
91 N40/548.
92 Official Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session. Annexes,

agenda item 84, document Al40/989/Add.14, para. 28.
93 Ibid., para. 7.
94 Ibid., para. 11.
95 Ibid., document N40/989/Add.3, para. 66.
96 Ibid., document Al40/989/Add.14, para. 12.
97 N401708.
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40/446. Closure of the Fund for the United Nations
Relief Operations in Bangladesh and of the
Trust Fund Programme for the Republic of
Zaire

At its I20th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second
Committee,98 having taken note of decision 85/42 of 29
June 1985 ofthe Governing Council ofthe United Nations
Development Programme,99 requested the Secretary-Gen
eral to take the necessary steps for the closure of the Fund
for the United Nations Relief Operations in Bangladesh
and of the Trust Fund Programme for the Republic of
zaire and to transfer any balances of those Funds remain
ing as at 31 December 1985 as add-ons to the United
Nations Development Programme indicative planning fig
ures of the countries concerned.

40/447. Closure of the Fund of the United Nations
for the Development of West Irian and of
the United Nations Korean Reconstruction
Agency

At its I 20th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second
Committee,98 having taken note of decision 85/42 of 29
June 1985 ofthe Governing Council of the United Nations
Development Programme,99 requested the Secretary-Gen
eral to take the necessary steps for the closure as from 31
December 1985 of the Fund of the United Nations for the
Development of West Irian and of the United Nations
Korean Reconstruction Agency - Residual Assets Fund.

40/448. Closure of the United Nations Special Fund
for Land-locked Developing Countries

A

At its I 20th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on \he; i'eCOmmendation of the Second
Committee,98 having taken note of decision 85/32 of 28
June 1985 ofthe Governing Council ofthe United Nations
Development Programme,99 requested the Secretary-Gen
eral to take the necessary steps to dissolve the United
Nations Special Fund for Land-locked Developing
Countries in an orderly manner by 31 December 1986 and
to transfer all uncommitted resources to the general
resources of the Programme.

BIOO

At its 120th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1985, the
General Asserr..oly decided that, as a result of the adoption
of decision A above, the item entitled "Election of the
members ofthe Board ofGovernors ofthe United Nations
Special Fund for Land-locked Developing Countries"
should no longer be included in its agenda.

CIlIO

At its 120th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1985, the
General Assembly decided that, as a result of the adoption
of decision A above, the item entitled "Confirmation of
the appointment of the Executive Director of the United

98 Official Records of the General Assembly. Fortieth Session. Annexes,
~da item 85, document A/40/104I, pera. 38.

99 See Ol1icial Records ofthe Economic and Social Council. 1985, Supple-
ment No. 11 (El198S/32I1J1d Corr.I), annex I.

100 Adopted without reference to a Main Committee.
101 DP/198S/43 IIJId Add. 1-3.
102 A/40I740.

Nations Special Fund for Land-locked Developing
Countries" should no longer be included in its agenda.

40/449. Report of the Secretary-General on the
United Nations technical co-operation
activities

At its 120th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second
Committee,98 took note oft-be report ofthe Secretary-Gen
eral on the United Nations technical co-operation activ
ities.101

40/450. Report of the Secretary-General on the liq
uidation of the United Nations Emergency
Operation Trust Fund and allocation of the
remaining balance

At its 120th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1985, tile
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second
Committee,98 took note of the report of the Secretary-Gen
eral on the liquidation of the Unit€" I rations Emergency
Operation Trust Fund and a1locath:n .;the remaining baI
ance. 102

40/451. United Nations Institute for Training and
Research

At its 120th plenary m~di!g, on 1; December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the I~ommendationof we Second
Committee,103 having considered the report of the Secre
tary-General,l04 decided to grant the United Nation$ insti
tute for Training and Research, in order to supplement the
funds raised througll voluntary con~ributions for its 1986
budget, an amount corresponding to the unspent balance
of the grant of $1.5 million authorized for the Institute in
resolution 39/177 of 17 December 1984.

40/452. Special assistance to Bolivia

At its 120th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second
Committee,105 decided, at the request of the Government
of Venezuela, that the Secretary-General should transfer
all remaining monies from the United Nations Special
Fund, which consist solely of contributions from Yen
ezuela to that Fund, together with the interest accUUlv!ated
over the years, to the Bolivia account in the Trust Fund for
Special Economic Assistance Programmes.

40/453. Assistance to Uganda

At its 120th plenary meeting, on 17 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second
Committee,105 having heard the statement of the repreoon
tative of Uganda on 13 November 1985,106 and recalling
its resolution 39/188 of 17 December 1984 on assistance
to Uganda, decided to request the Secreiary~GeneralJo

continue to review the progress made in the economiCsit..
uation in Uganda and in· organizing international assist
ance for that country, to apprise the Economic and Social
Council at its second regular session of 1986 of the situa
tion and to report thereon to the Assembly at its forty-first
session. '.

103 OJlicial Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Annexes,
agenda Item 86, document A/40/I042, para. 18.

104 A/401788.
1050Jlicial Records of the General Assembly. Fortieth Session, Annexes,

agenda Item 87, document A/40/1043, para. 93.
106 Ibid., Fortieth Session. Second Commillee, 34th meeting, paras. 32-34.
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113 Subsequently issued as document El19861L28.
114 Al401708; AlC.2140/IS. .
liS AlC.2140/!4.
116 Official Records of the General Assembly, Foninh S~ion, Anneus.

agenda Item 84, document Al40/989/Add.! S, ptU1I. 17.
117United Nations publication, Sales No. E.86.1I.C.1.

40/477. Consideration of the inclusion of an item in
the agendlil of the General Alisembly

At its 133rd plenary meeting, on 20 June 1986, the Gen
eral Assembly, in the light of the recommendation of the·
Second Committee, 116 decided to defer until its forty-first
session the decision on the inclusion of an item entitled
"External debt crisis and dt:velopment" in itS agenda, on
the understanding that the decision would be taken upon
tbe request of interested countries, and requested the Sec
retary-General to submit to the Assembly at its forty-first
session the updated portions of the World Economic Sur
vey 1986117 relating to those questions.

121 Ibid., Annexes, agenda item 12, document A/40/IOO7, ...... 79.
122Ibid., para. 60.
123 Ibid., para. 6L

40/475. Interrelated issues «t~. money, ftnance, debt,
resource flows, trade and development

At its 133rd plenary meeting, on 20 June 1986, the Gen
eral Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second
Committee,112 decided to transmit the revised informal
working paper entitled "Interrelated issues of money,
finance, debt, resource flows, trade and development" I 13 to
the Ec~'!c~~~and Social C.ouncil at its second regular ses
sion of 1986 for consideration ilfld negotiations so that it
might report thereon to the Assembly at its forty-first
session.

40/476. Deve~opmentand international economic c0
operation

At its I33rd plenary meeting, on 20 June 1986, the Gen
eral Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second
Committee,112 decided to take note of the reports of the
Secretary-General entitled "International co-operation in
the fields of money, finance, debt, resource Rows, trade
and development", 11 4 and the note by the Secretariat
transmitting a report by the Secretary-Genera! of the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
entitled "Interdependence: an UNCfAD perspective".11S

40/426. Inadmissibility of explOitation or distortion
of human rights issues for interference in
the internal affairs of States

At its I 16th plenary meeting, on 13 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Third
Committee,121 decided to defer until its forty-first session
consideration of the draft resolution on the inadmissibility
of exploitation or distortion of human rights issues for
interference in the internal affairs of Statesl22 and the
amendments thereto. 123

At its 13300 plenary meeting, on 20 June 1986, the Gen
eral Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second
Committee,112 decided to defer until its forty-first session
consideration of and appropriate action on the following
questions:

International Conference on Money and Finance for
Development (draft resolution AlC.2/401L.3093);

External debt crisis and development (draft resolution
NC.21401L.5294);

Commodities (draft resolution AlC.2/401L.81 9S);

Debt and related issues (draft resolution AlC.2/40/
L.12996).

40/454. Spedal p~"'1UDDleSof e«:ooomic assistance

40/474. International co-operation in the interrelat
ed areas of money, finance, debt, resource
ftows, trade and development

Report of the Secretary-General on assistance to
Kiribati; liD

Report of the Secretary-General on assistance to
TuvalU. 111

At its I20th ,Ienary meeting, on 17 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Second
Committee, 10~ decided to take note of the following
documents:

Report l>fthe Secretary-General on assistance to Haiti; 107

Report of the Secretary-Genera! on special economic
assis ance to Liberia; I '18

Report of the Secretary-General on assistance to
Yemen;109

107 A/40/432.
108 A/4OI433.
109 A/40/440.
liD ElI98S/67; transmitted 10 the members of the General Assembly by a

note of the Secret.uy-General (A/40/437).
III ElI98S/68; tnlDsmitted 10 the members of the G-enerat Assembly by a

note of the Secrewy-Genenl (A/40/438).
112 Official Records ofthe GennaJ ...wembly, Foninh Session, Annexes,

agenda Item 84, document A/40/989/Add.IS, ptU1I. 16.

40/425. Draft declaration on the right to devel-
opment .

At its I 16th plenary meeting, on 13 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Third
Committee,1I8 having considered the question of a draft
declaration on the right \\0 development, decided to trans
mit to itS forty-first sest'·ion the draft declaration on the I

right to development,119~ well as all relevant documents,
including the amendment by Pakistan,120 with a view to
continuing the consideration of this question at that
session.

118 Official Records ofthe General Assembly, Fonieth Session, Annexes,
agenda Item 107, dot ument A/40/970, para. 18.

119 Ibid., para. II
120 Ibid., para. 14.
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40/427. Meeting of ,the Working Group of Govern
mental Experts on the Right to Devel
opment

At its I 16th plenary meeting, on 13 December 1985, the
General AssemlliY, on the recommendation of the Third
Committee, 121 con~idered that the meeting of the Working

341

Group ofGovernmental Experts on the Right to Develop
ment, scheduled to be beld in January 1986, should be
postponed until a later rlllte, so as to enable the Commis
sion on Human Rights at its forty-second session to pro
vide the Working Group with appropriate guidance for its
future work, in the light of the relevant discussions and
decisions of the fortieth session of the Assembly.

~
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th

6. Decisions adopted 011 the reports 0/ the FOllrtll Committu

40/409. Question of Namibia124

At its 80th plenary meeting, on 18 November 1985, the
General Assembly took note of the report of the Fourth
Committee.125

40/410. Question of the Falkland Islands (Malvi
nas)126

At its 95th plenary meeting, on 27 November 1985, the
General Assembly took note of the report of the Fourth
Committee. 127

40/411. Question of Tokelau

At its 99th plenary meeting, on 2 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Fourth
Committee,l28 adopted the following text as representing
the consensus of the mem"ers of the Assembly:

"The General A::sem~)ly, having examined the rele
vant chapters of thf: report of the Special Committee on
the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colo
nial Countries and Peoples129 and having heard the
statement of the representative of New Zealand with
regard to Tokelau,l30 notes with appreciation the
willingness of the administering Power to maintain its
close co-operation with the United Nations in the exer
cise ofits responsibility tcwards Tokelau. The Assembly
reaffirms the inalienable right of the people of Tokelau
to self-determination and independence in conformity
with the Declaration on the Granting of Independence
to Colonial Countries and Peoples, contained in Assem
bly resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960, and
reaffirms further that it is the responsibility of the
administering Power to keep the peopll~ ofTokelau fully
informed of that right. In this regard, the Assembly
notes that the people of the Territory have expressed the
view that, for the time being, they do not wish to review
the nature of the existing relationship between Tokelau
and New Zealand but that they desire to be given some
latitude and some degree of autonomy in decision
making. The Assembly welcomes the assurances ef the
administering Power that it will continue to be guided
solely by the wishes of the people of Tokelau as to the
future status of the Territory and that it is committed to
responding positively to the expressed desires of the
people ofTokelau. The Assembly calls upon the admin
istering Power to continue its programme of fostering
awareness among the people ofTokelau of the pOssibili
ties open to them in the exercise of their right to self
detei'lllination and within the context of its ef!orts to
ensure the pfe-servation of the identity and cu!..ural heri
tage of the people of Tokelau. The Assembly is of the

124 See also sect. 11, resolution 40/97.
1250lJicial Records ofthe General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Annexes,

qenda Item 34, document A!40/ll82.
126 See a11lO sect. 11, resolution 4')121.
1270lJicial Records ofthe Geheml Assembly, Fortieth Session. Annexes,

qenda lIem 23, document A!<10/949.

opinion that the administering Power should continue
to inform the people ofTokelau of the consideration of
their Territory by the United Nations. The Assembly
recognizes that the political and economic development
of Tokelau is an important element in the process of
self-determinatioD.. In this connection, the Assembly
notes with satisfaction that the General Fono (Council)
of Tokelau is assuming greater authority in local politi
cal, economic and financial affairs. The Assembly notes
with satisfaction that the General Fo12O has established
two additional committees to deal with health and agri
culture. The Assembly noks further the continuing
efforts of the administering Power to promote the ec0
nomic development of the Territory and the measures it
has taken te safeguard and guarantee the rights of the
,eople of Tokelau to all their natural resources and the
benefits derived therefrom. In this regard, the Assembly
also notes that the Tokelau public service, with support
from the administering Power, is currently investigating
ways of improving Tokelau's copra growing and mar
keting schemes. In particular, the Assembly ndtes with
satisfaction the measures being taken to lessen the Ter
ritory's irolation, namely, the upgrading of telecommu
nications facilities and the study to determine the feasi
bility of constructing landing strips for aircraft on each
of the three atolls, and the efforts to facilitate regular air
transport to the Territory. The Assembly is of the opin
ion that the administering Power should continue to
expand its programme of budgetary support and devel
opment aid to the Territory. The Assembly notes with
appreciation the continuing efforts of the administering
Power to make improvements in the fields of public
health, public works and education. The AsSembly reit
erates its expression of appreciation to the specialized
agencies and other organizations of the United Nations
system, as well as to the regional organizations, for their
assistance to Tokelau and calls upon them to continue
providing assistance to the' Territory. Mindful that
United Nations visiting missions provide an effective
means of ascertaining the situation in the small Terri
tories, the Assembly welcomes the invitation from the
administering Power, New Zealand, and from the
people ofthe Territory, to send a visiting mission during
1986 and takes note of the related decision of the Spe
cial Committee.l3! The Assembly requests the Special
Committee to continue to examine the question at its
next session and to report thereon to the Assembly at its
forty-first session."

40/412. Question of Pitcairn

At its 99th plenary meeting, on 2 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Fourth

128 Ibid., agenda item 18, document Al40/906, para. 29.
129 Ibid., Fortieth Session, Supplement No. 23 (A!40/23), chaps. 11, IV and

XIII.
130 Ibid., Fortieth Session. Foruth Committee, 18th meeting, paras. 38-45.
I3llbid., Fortieth Session. Supplement No. 23{A!4OI23), chap. XIII, para.
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Committee,128 adopted the following text as representing
the consensus of the members of the Assembly:

"The General Assembly, having examined the rele
vant chapters of the report of the Special Committee on
the Situation with regard to the Implementation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colo
nial Countries and Peoples,132 takes note of the state
ment of the representative of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Irelandl33 affirming that his
Government's policy was one of respect for the very
individual life-style that the people of Pitcairn had
freely chosen and that the United Kingdom perceived
its role as the administering Power as doing what it
could to preserve, promote and protect it. The Assem
bly· requests the Special Committee to continue to
examine the question at its next session and to report
thereon to the Assembly at its forty-first session."

40/413. Question of Gibraltar

At its 99th plenary meeting, on 2 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Fourth
Committee,128 adopted the following text as representing
the consensus of the members of the Assembly:

""The General Assembly, noting that the Govern
ments of Spain and of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland agreed at Brussels on 27
November 1984 on a statementl34 whereby they decided
to apply, before IS February 1985, the Lisbon Declara
tion13S of to April 1980 in all its parts; noting that this
involved, simultaneously, the provision of equality and
reciprocity of rights for Spaniards in Gibraltar and
Gibraltarians in Spain, the establishment of the free
movement of persons, vehicles and goods between
Gibraltar and the neighbouring territory and the estab
lishment of a negotiating process; and noting that, as
regards this last point, the Brussels statement reads as
follows:

"" "(c) The establishment of a negotiating process
aimed at overcoming all the differences between them
over Gibraltar and at promoting co-operation on a
mutually beneficial basis on economic, cultural, tour
istic, aviation, military and environment matters.
Both sides accept that the issues of sovereignty will be
discussed in that process. The British Government
will fully maintain its commitment to honour the
wishes of the people ofGibraltar as set out in the pre
amble of the 1969 Constitution';

welcomes the fact that on 5 February 1985 equality and
reciprocity of rights were established for Spaniards in
Gibraltar and Gibraltarians in Spain, together with the
free movement of persons, vehicles and goods between
Gibraltar and the neighbouring territory;136 also wel
comes the fact that the two Governments initiated, at
Geneva on 5 February 1985, the negotiating process
provided for in the Brussels statement and foreseen in
the consensus approved by the Assembly on 14 Decem
ber 1973; l31 and urges both Governments to continue
this process with the object ofreaching a lasting solution
to the problem of Gibr1iltar in the light of the relevant I

132 Ibid., chaps. 11 and XIV.
133 Ibid., Fortieth Session. Fourth Committee, 19th meeting, paras. 3-8.
134 See Al391732, annex.
13S See AlAC.109/603 and Corr.l, para. 13.
136 See Al40/113.
137 Official Records ofthe General Assembly, Twenty-eighth Session, Sup

plement No. 30 (Al9010), p. 120, item 23.

resolutions of the Assembly and in the spirit of the
Charter of the United Nations. It

40/414. Question of St. Helena
At its 99th plenary meeting, on 2 December 1985, the

General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Fourth
Committee,138 having examined the relevant chapters of
the report of the Special Committee on the Situation with
regard to the Implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples139 and having heard the statement of the represen
tative of the United Kingdom ofGreat Britain and North
ern Ireland,133 as the administering Power, reaffirmed the
inalienable right of the people of S1. Helena to self-deter
mination and independence in conformity with the Decla
ration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples, contained in Assembly resolution
1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960. The Assembly noted the
commitment of the Government of the United Kingdom
to respect the wishes of the people of the Territory in rela
tion to their future political status and, in that regard,
urged the administering Power, in consultation with the
Legislative Council and other representatives ofthe people
of St. Helena, to continue to take all necessary steps to
ensure the speedy implementation of the Declaration in
respect of this Territory and in that connection reaffirmed
the importance of promoting an awareness among the
people of St. Helena of the possibilities open to them in
the exercise of their right to self-determination. The
Assembly expressed the hope that the administering Pow
er would continue to implement infrastructure and COql
munity development projects aimed at improving the gen
eral welfare of the community, and to encourage local ini
tiative and enterprise, particularly in the areas of fisheries
development, forestry, handicrafts and agriculture. The
Assembly reaffirmed that continued development assist
an<;e from the administering Power, together with any
assistance that the international community might be able
to provide, constituted an important means ofdeveloping
the economic potential of the Territory and of enhancing
the capacity of its people to realize fully the goals set forth
in the relevant provisions of the Charter of the United
Nations. The Assembly noted with concern the presence of
military facilities on the dependency of Ascension Island
and, in that regard, recalled all United Nations resolutions
and decisions concerning military bases and installations
in colonial and Non-Self-Governing Territories. Noting
the positive attitude or the administering Power with
respect to the question of receiving United Nations visit
ing missions in the Territories under its administration,
the Assembly considered that the possibility ofdispatching
such a mission to St. Helena at an appropriate time should
be kept under review. The Assembly requested the Special
Committee to continue to examine the question at its next
session, including the possible dispatch of a visiting mis
sion to St. Helena, at an appropriate time and in consulta
tion with the administering Power, and to report thereon
to the Assembly at its forty-first session.

138 Ibid., Fortieth Session. Annexes, agenda ilem 18, document Al40/906,
para. 30.

1391bid.. Fortieth Session, Supplement No. 23 (Al40123), chaps. 11, IV and
XV.
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Assembly, in particular with paragraph 9 of the Plan of
Action for the Full Implementation of the Declaration
on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries
and Peoples, contained in the annex to Assembly resolu
tion 35/118 of 11 December 1980.

"4. The General Assembly declares that the colonial
Territories and areas adjacent thereto should not be
used for nuclear testing, dumping of nuclear wastes or
deployment of nuclear and other weapons of mass
destruction.

"5. The General Assembly notes with serious con
cern that, in southern Africa in general and in and
around Namibia in particular, a critical situation con
tinues to prevail as a result of South Africa's continued
illegal occupation of the Territory and its inhuman
repression of the people of South Africa. The racist
regime has resorted to desperate measures in order to
suppress by force the legitimate aspirations of those
peoples and, in its escalating war against them and their
national liberation movements, struggling for freedom,
justice and independence, the regime has repeatedly
committed acts of armed aggression against the neigh
bouring independent African States, particularly Angola
and Botswana, which have caused extensive loss of
human lives and destruction of the economic
infrastructure.

"6. The General Assembly strongly condemns
South Africa for its ever-increasing and large-scale mili
tary build-Up in Namibia, particularly its massive mili
tary offensive launched recently in northern Namibia,
its introduction of compulsory military service for
Namibians, its forced recruitment and training of
Namibians for tribal armies, its use of mercenaries to
reinforce its illegal occupation of the Territory and to
participate in its attacks against independent African
States and its illegal use ofNamibian territory for acts of
aggression against those States. The Assembly calls
upon all States to take effective measures to prevent the
recruitment, training and transit of mercenaries for
service in Namibia. It condemns the continued military,
nuclear and intelligence collaboration between South
Africa and certain countries, which constitutes a viola
tion of the arms embargo imposed against South Africa
by the Security Council in its resolution 418 (1977) of4
November 1977, and which poses a threat to interna
tional peace and security. The Assembly urges that the
Sec~rity Council consider, as a matter of urgency, the
report of the Committee established under its resolution
421 (1977) of 9 December 1977142 and that it should
adopt further measures to widen the scope of resolution
418 (1977) in order to make it more effective and com
prehensive. The Assembly also calls for the scrupulous
observance of Security Council resolution 558 (1984) of
13 December 1984 enjoining Member States to refrain
from importing armaments from South Africa. The
Assembly is particularly mindful in that regard of the
relevant resolutions of the Organization of African Uni
ty, the Final Document of the Extraordinary Ministerial
Meeting of the Co-ordinating Bureau of Non-Aligned
Countries on the question of Namibia, held at New Del
hi from 19 to 21 April 1985,143 the Final Document
adopted by the United Nations Council for Namibia at
its extraordinary plenary meetings held at Vienna from
3 to 7 June 1985,144 and Security Council resolutions

143 AJ40/307-S/l7184 and Corr.I, annex.
144 See Official Records ofthe General .1ssembl.v. Fortieth Session. Supple

mell/ No. 24 (AJ40/24), para. 513.

40/415. Military activities and ammgements by
colonial Powers in Territories uuder their
administration which miRht be impeding the
implementation of the Declaration on the
Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples

At its 99th plenary meeting, on 2 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Fourth
Committee,l.ell adopted the following text:

"I. The General Assembly, having examined the
chapter of the report of the Special Committee on the
Situation with regard to the Implementation of the Dec
laration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial
Countries and Peoples relating to an item on the Special
Committee'S agenda entitled 'Military activities and
arrangements by colonial Powers in Territories under
their administration which might be impeding the
implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of
Independence to Colonial Countri-;,s and Peoples', 141
and recalling its decision 39/412 of5 December 1984 on
this subject, deplores the fact that the colonial Powers
concerned have taken no steps to implement the request
that the Assembly has ~peatedly addressed to them,
most recently in paragraph 10 of its resolution 39/91 of
14 December 1984, to withdraw immediately and
unconditionally their military bases and installations
from colonial Territories and to refrain from estab
lishing new ones.

"2. The General Assembly, in recalling its resolu
tion 1514 (XV) of 14 December 1960 and all other
United Nations lesolutions and decisions relating to
military bases and installations in colonial and Non
Self-Governing Territories, reaffirms its strong convic
tion that the presence of military bases and installations
in the colonial and Non-Self-Governing Territories
could constitute a major obstacle to the implementation
of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Colonial Countries and Peoples and that it is the
responsibility ofthe administering Powers to ensure that
the existence of such bases and installations does not
hinder the populations of the Territories from exercising
their right to self-determination and independence in
conformity with the purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations and the Declaration. Fur
thermore, aware of the presence of military bases and
installations of the administering Powers concerned and
other countries in those Territories, the Assembly urges
the administering Powers concerned to continue to take
all necessary measures not to involve those Territories
in any offensive acts or interference against other States
and to comply fully with the purposes and principles of
the Charter, the Declaration and the resolutions and
decisions of the United Nations relating to military
activities and arrangements by colonial Powers ir Terri
tories under their administration.

"3. The General Assembly reiterates its condem
nation of all military activities and arrangements by
colonial Powers in Territories under their administra
tion that are detrimental to the rights and interests of
the colonial peoples concerned, especially their right to
self-determination and independence. The Assembly
once again calls upon the co~onial Powers concerned to
terminate such activities and eliminate such military
bases in compliance with the relevant resolutions of the

140 Ibid., Fortieth Session. Annexes, agenda item 110, document AJ40/
883, para. 10.

141 Ibid., Fortieth Session, Supplemelll No. 23 (AJ40123), chap. VI.
142 Official Records ofthe Security Council. Thirty·fiIlh Year. Supplement

for July. August and September 1980. document Sl14f79.
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7. Dec;sio", adopted 011 tile reports 0/ the Fifth Comm;ttu

567 (1985) of 20 June 1985 and 568 (1985) of21 June
1985.

"7. The General Assembly demands the urgent dis
mantling ofaD military bases in the international Terri
tory ofNamibia and caDs for the immediate cessation of
the war of oppression waged by the racist minority
r*me against the people ofNamibia and their national
liberation movement, the South West Africa People's
Organization, their sole and authentic representative.
Reaffirming the legitimacy of the strugg1e of the people
ofNamibia to achieve their freedom and independence,
the Assembly appeals to aD States to render sustained
and increased moral and political support, as well as
financial, military and other material assistance, to the
South West Africa People's Organization to enable it to
intensifY its struggle for the liberation of Namibia.

"8. The General Assembly considers that the acqui
sition ofnuclear weap(\ns capability by the racist regime
of South Africa, with its infamous record of violence
and aggression, constitutes a further effort on its part to
terrorize and intimidate independent States in the
region into submission while also posing a threat to aD
mankind. The continuing assistance rendered to the
South African regime by certain Western and other
countries in the military and nuclear fields belies their
stated opposition to the racist practice of the South
African regime and makes them willing partners of its
hegemonistic and criminal policies. The Assembly con
demns the continued nuclear co-operation by certain
Western and other countries with South Africa. It caDs
upon the States concerned to end all such co-operation
and, in particular, to halt the supply to South Africa of
equipment, technology, nuclear materials and related
training, which increases its nuclear capability.

"9. The General Assembly, noting that the militari
zation of Namibia has led to the forced conscription of
Namibians, to a greatly intensified flow of refugees and
to a tragic disorganization of the family life of the
Namibian people, strongly condemns the forcible and
wholesale displacement ofNamibians from their homes
for military and political purposes and the introduction
of compulsory military service for Namibians and
declares that aD measures by the illegal occupation

40/405. Unified conference services and other joint
services for the United Nations organiza
tions at the Vienna International Centre

At its 19th plenary meeting, on 2 October 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Fifth
Committee,I45 recaUing section IV of its resolution 39/242
of 18 December 1984, and mindful of the desirability of
unified conference services and other joint services at
Vienna:

(a) Requested the Secretary-General, on an urgent
basis, to resume discussions on unified conference services
and oth~r joint serVices with the Director-General of the
United Nations Industrial Development Organization I

with a view to resolving outstanding differences in time for,
a further report to be submitted to the Assembly later at its
fortieth session;

(b) Requested the Secretary-General to communicate
to the relevant bodies of the United Nations Industrial

145 Ibid., Fortieth Session. Annexes, agenda item 120, document Al40/
695, para. 5.

140Ibid., agenda item liS, document A/40/l058, para. 8.

regime ta enforce military conscription in Namibia are
null and void. In this connection, the Assembly urges all
Governments, the specialized agencies and other inter
governmental organizations to provide increased mate
rial assistance to the thousands of refugees who have
been forced by the apartheid regime's oppressive poli
cies in Namibia and South Africa to flee into the neigh
bouring States.

"10. The General Assembly, in reailling its resolu
tion ES-8/2 of 14 September 1981, by which it strongly
urged States to cease forthwith, individually and collec
tively, aD dealings with South Africa in order totaUy to
isolate it politicaDy, economicaDy, militarilyand cultur
aDy, strongly condemns the continuing coUaboration of
certain countries with the racist regime in the political,
economic, militaIy and nuclear fields. It caDs for the ter
mination forthwith ofaD such collaboration as it under
mines international solidarity against the apartheid
regime and helps to perpetuate that regime's illegal
occupation of Namibia.

"11. The General Assembly deprecates the con
tinued alienation ofland in colonial Territories for mili
tary instaUations. While it has been argued that the serv
icing of such installations creates employment, never
theless, the large-scale,utilization of local economic and
manpower resources for this purpose diverts resources
that could be more beneficially utilized in promoting the
economic development ofthe Territories concerned and
is thus contrary to the interests of their populations.

"li. The General Assembly requests the Secretary
General to continue, through the Department of Public
Information of the Secretariat, an intensified campaign
ofpublicity with a view to informing world public opin
ion of the facts concerning the military activities and
arrangements in colonial Territories that are impeding
the implementation of the Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples,
contained in Assembly resolution 1514 (XV).

"13. The General Assembly requests the Special
Committee to continue its consideration ofthe item and
to report thereon to the Assembly at its forty-first
session." '

Development 0rVlnization its concern that no action
should be taken by that Organization that would either
preclude further discussions by the Secretary-General and
the Director-General on unified conf~rence services and
other joint services or prejudge the outcome of such
discussions.

40/455. Standards of accommodation for air travel

At its 121st plenary meeting, on 18 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Fifth
Committee:146

(a) Took note ofthe report ofthe Secretary-General on
standards of accommodation for air traveIl47 and the
related report of the Advisory Committee on Administra
tive and Budgetary Questions;J48

(b) Endorsed the recommendation of the Advisory
Committee contained in para~ph 2 of its report;148

147 AlC.5/40122 and Corr.!.
148 Al40/830.
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(c) Decided that fut~ annual reports submitted to the
General Assembly on this subject should include infonna
tion on all expenditures by the United Nations for first
class air travel.

40/456. Use of experts, consultants and participants
in ad Iwc expert groups

At its IZlst plenary meeting, on 18 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Fifth
Committee,l46 decided to defer until its forty-first session
consideration ofthe report of the Secretary-General on the
use of experts, consultants and participants in ad hoc
expert groUps.1411

40/457. Investments of the United Nations Joint
Staft' Pension Fund

At its 121st plenary meeting, on 18 December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Fifth
Committee, ISO took note of the report of the Secretary
General on the investments of the United Nations Joint
Staff Pension Fund.ISI

40/462. Report of the Economic and Social Council
At its 122nd plenary meeting, on 18 December 1985,

the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the
Fifth Committee,152 took note of chapters I, IV (sects. D,
G and J), V (sect. A), VI (sects. C, D and F), VII, vm and
IX (sects. J and L) of the report of the Economic and
Social Council.42

40/463. Agreement between the United Nations and
the United Nations Industrial Development
Organization

At its 122nd plenary meeting, on 18 December 1985,
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the
Fifth Committee, IS2 approved administrative and financial
aspects of the draft Agreement between the United
Nations and the United Nations Industrial Development
n..............: IS3.......~uon.

40/464. Scale of assessments for the apportionment
of the expenses of the United Nations

At its i22nd plenary meeting, on 18 December 1985,
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the
Fifth Committee,l54 decided to continue at its forty-first
session the negotiations on the methodology for the elabo
ration of future scales of assessments.

40/465. Feasibility of establishing a single adminis
trative tribunal

At its i22nd plenary meeting,on 18 December 1985,
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the
Fifth Committee,ISS decided to deli'er until its forty-first
session consideration of the report of the Secretary-Gener
al on the feasibility of establishing a single administrative
tribunal. IS6

40/466. Job classification of the General Service and
related cat~ories in New York

At its J22nd plenary meeting, on 18 December 1985,
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the

1411 A/C.S/40/40.
ISO O.flicial Records ofthe General Assembly, FOl1ieth Session, Annexes,

8P.I.!!Ia Item 12S, document A/40/IOS7, para. 9.
ISI AlC.S/40124.
1520.flicial Records of the General Assembly, FOl1ieth Session, Annexes,

~da Item 12. document A/40/1068, para. S.
IS3 For the text of the Apeement, see sect. V. resolution 401180. annex.
1540.flicial Records of the General Assembly, FOl1ieth Session, Annexes,

qenda Item 122. document A/40/1066, para. 8.

Fifth Committee,IS7 having considered the report of th~

Secretary-General on job classification of the General
Service and related categories in New York,ls8 decided:

(a) To defer a decision on job classification of the Gen
eral Service and related categories in New York;

(b) To consider the question at its forty-first session, or
if possible before the session, on the basis of the recom
mendations of the Advisory Committee on Administra
tive and Budgetary Questions and any observations that
may be made by the International Civil Service
Commission;

(c) To ensure that social justice should be done in the
matter,

(d) That the effective date of the implementation ofthe
results of the classification exercise should be I January
1985.

40/467. Amendments to the Staft'Regulations of the
United Nations

At its 122nd plenary meeting, on 18 December 1985,
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the
Fifth Committee,IS7 having considered the report of the
Secretary-General on amendments to the StaffRegu1ations
and Rules,lslI decided:

(a) That the last sentence of paragraph 5 ofannex I to
the Staff Regulations of the United Nations should be
amended to replace the tenn "annual budget" by the tenn
"programme budget";

(b) That the French text of regulations 3.3 (a); (e) and
W, 6.2, 8.1 (b), 8.2 and paragraphs 7 and 5) and the title of
the first table of annex I to the Regulations should be
amended .as proposed by the Secretary-General to reflect
the proper tenninology and usage.

40/468. Amendments to the Staff Rules

At its 122nd plenary meeting, on 18 December 1985,
the General Assembly, on the recommendation. of the
Fifth Committee,IS7 decided to take note of the reports of
the Secretary-General on amendments to the Staff
Rules. 160

40/469. Situation of General Service staff

At its 122nd p]eDMy meeting, on 18 December 1985,
the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the
Fifth Committee,IS7 recalling its request to the Secretary
General in paragraph 6 (g) ofsection I ofresolution 39/245
of 18 December 1984 to implement recommendation 7 of
the report of the Joint Inspection Unit,161 which called for
a study on the situation ofstaffin the General Service cate
gory. requested the Secretary-General to submit a report
on the study to the Assembly at its forty-first session.

40/471. Currentfuumcialcrisisofthe United Nations

At its 131st plenary meeting. on 2 May 1986, the General
Assembly took note ofthe report ofthe Fifth Committee~S

IS5/bid., agenda item 119, document A/40/1064. para. 10.
156 A/40/47 I.
IS70ificial Records of the General Assembly, FOl1ieth Session, Annexes,

agenda Item 123. document A/40/1067, para. 18.
IS8 AlC.S/40/84 and Corr.l.
1511 A/C.S/40/S/Add.1.
160 A/C.S/40/S and A/C.S/40/S/Add.l, sect. 11.
161 See A/39/483.
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40/419. Development and str'"nKtbening of good
neighbourliness betw~nStates

At its I 12th plenary meeting, on II December 1985, the
General Assembly, on di fr !the recommendation of the
Sixth Committee,162 having considered the item entitled
"Development and strengthening of good-neighbourliness
between States", decided:

(a) To take note ofthe report ofthe Sub-Committee on
Good-Neighbourliness,163 set up by the Sixth Committee
during the fortieth session;

(b) To continue and complete, on the basis of its res0
lution 39/78 of 13 December 1984, the task of identifying
and clarifying the elements ofgood-neighbourliness within
the framework of a sub-committee of the Sixth Commit
tee, at the forty-first session;

(c) To include in the provisional agenda of its forty
first session the item entitled "Development and strength
ening of good-neighbourliness between States".

40/420. Draft Body of Principles for the Protection
of All Persons nnder Any Form ofDetenti~
or Imprisonment

At its I 12th plenary meeting, on II December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Sixth
Committee: 164

(a) Took note with appreciation of the report of the
Working Group on the Draft Body of Principles for the
Protection ofAll Persons under Any Form of Detention or
Imprisonment,165 established in accordance with General
Assembly decision 36/426 of 10 December 1981 to
elaborate a final version of the draft Body of Principles, a
task which it had not been able to conclude;

(b) Decided that an open-ended working group of the
Sixth Committee would be established at the forty-first
session with a view to expediting tb.e finalization of the
draft Body of Principles for the Protection of "yl Persons
under Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment;

(c) Requested the Secretary-General to circulate to
Member States the report of the open-ended Working
Group established at the fortieth session;165

(d) Decided to include in the provisional agenda of its
forty-first session the item entitled "Draft Body of Princi
ples for the Protection of All Persons under Any Form of
Detention or Imprisonment".

1620./fidal Records of the General Assembly, Fortinh Sessio1l, Annexes,
agenda Item 131, document Al40IIOII, para. 9.

163 AlC.6/401L.28 and Corr.l.
164 O./ficial Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Se.'lSio1l. A1Ineus,

agenda Item 142, document Al40/981, para. 9.
165 AlC.6/401L.18.
166 O./ficial Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Smio1l. A1Ineus,

agenda Item 143, document Al40/IOO2, para. S.

40/421. Draft standard rules of procedure for United
Nations conferences

At its I 12th plenary meeting, on II December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Sixth
Committee:l66

(a) Decided to defer until its forty-first session consid
eration of the report of the Secretary-General on draft
standard rules of procedure for United Nations confer
ences;167

(b) Requested the Secretary-General to submit to the
Assembly at its forty-first session a report on draft stand
ard rules of procedure for United Nations conferences.

40/422. Draft Declaration on Social and Legal
Principles relating to the Protection and
Welfare of Children, with Special Reference
to Foster Placement and Adoption, Nation
ally and Internationally

At its I 12th plenary meeting, on II December 1985, the
General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Sixth
Committee:168

(a) Expressed its appreciation of the work done in the
Third and Sixth Committees in the common endeavour of
elaborating a Declaration on Social and Legal Principles
relating to the Protection and Welfare of Children, with
Special· Reference to Foster Placement and Adoption,
Nationally and Internationally;

(b) Took note of the report,169 including the draft Dec
laration, on the open-ended informal consultations held at
United Nations Headquarters from 16 to 27 September
1985 between Member States representing different legal
systems;

(c) Decided that the Sixth Committee should hold
informal consultations of limited duration early in the
forty-first session in order to consider the remaining ques
tions with a view to achieving agreement and adopting the
draft Declaration at that session.

40/423. Report of the Economic and Social Council

At its I 12th plenary meeting, on II December 1985, the
General Assembly, having considered the report of the
Sixth Committee,170 took note ofchapter I of the report of
the Economic and Social Council.42

567 Al40/611 and Add. I. .
1680.(licial Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Annexes,

~da Item 148, document Al40/998, para. 9.
169 Al40/244, annex.
1700Jficial Records of the General Assembly, Fortieth Session. Annexes,

qenda Item 12, document Al40/997.
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ANNEX I

COMPOSITION OF ORGANS

This list provides a reference to the composition ofthe Security Council, the Econo
mic and Social Council, the Trusteeship Council and the International Court ofJustice,
and oforgans established by the General Assembly. The composition ofan organ will be
found in the volume ofresolutions and decisions for the session indicated on the page of
that volume given in the right-hand column.

OrgrJ1l

Ad Hoc Committee oHlle Whole to Review the Implementation ofthe Charter
of Economic Rights and Duties of States .

Ad Hoc Committee on International Terrorism .

Ad Hoc Committee on the Drafting of an International Convention against
Apartheid in Sports ...............•........•........•..........•

Ad Hoc Committee on the Drafting ofan International Convention apinst the
Recruitment, l!se, Financing and Training of Mercenaries ............•

Ad Hoc Committee on the Implementation of the Collective Security Provi-
sions of the Charter of the United NationsB .

Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian Ocean ..

Ad Hoc Committee on the World Disarmament Conference , .

Advisory Commission of the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near Es3t (members appointed by the General
Assembly) ...................................................•

Advisory Committee for the International Youth Year .

Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions .

Advisory Committee on the United Nations Educational and Training Pr0-
gramme for Southern Africa .

Advisory Committee on the United Nations Programme of Assistance in the
Teaching, Study, Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of International
Law ...........................•..•........................• ,

Board of Auditors .

Board of Governors of the United Nations Special Fundb ..

Board of Trustees of the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Tor-
turec ........•. ".•....••.•••.•.•.•.•••...•.•.........•••.•..•.

Commission against Apartheid in Sports .

Committee for Programme and Co-ordination .

Committee for the United Nations Population Awardd .

Committee of Trustees of the United Nations Fund for South Africa .

Committee on Applications for Review of Administrative Tribunal Judge-
mentsC

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Committee on Arrangements for a Conference for the Purpose of Reviewing
the Charter ..

Committee on Conferences .

Committee on Contributions .

Committee on Information ..

Committee on Relations with the Host Country .

Committee on the Development and Utilization of New and Renewable
Sources of Energy .

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Womenf

• See also sect. Ill, resolution 40/159.
b See also decisions 36/424 and 39/430.
c See also A/39/662, para. I.
d See also Economic and SociaI Council decision 1982/188; and A/39/537, para. 2.
e Comoosed oftbe Member States represented on the General Committee ofthe General Assem

bly at the fortieth session (see sect. X.A, decisions 40/302, 40/303 and 40/304).
f Established in accordance with article 17 ofthe Convention on the Elimination ofAll Forms of

Discrimination ~st Women (see resolution 34/180). For the composition of the Committee, see
Official Records a/the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supplement No. 45 (A/40/45), annex Ill.
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Organ

Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discriminationl

Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People

Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Spaceb •••.•..••..•••••.•••••

Committee on the Review Bnd Appraisal of the Implementation of the Inter-
national Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development
Decade .

Conference on Disarmamenti .

Consullative Committee on the United Nations Development Fund for
Women .•...•......•••.•.....•..............•.........•......

Credentials Committee .

Disarmament Commission .

Economic and Social Council. .

Executive Board of the United Nations Financing System for Science and
Technology for Development ............•........................

General Committeei

Governing Council of the United Nations Environment Programme .

Group of High.level Intergovemmenial Experts to Review the Efficiency of the
Administrative and Financial Functioning of the United Nations .

Hip-level Committee on the Review of Tecl:::-;cal Co-opemtion among
Developiilg Countriesk •••••••••••••..••••••••.•.•.••, •••••••.••

Industrial Development Board .

Intergovernmental Committee on Science and Technology for Development.

International Civil Service Commission .

International Court of Justice .

International Law Commission' .

Investments Committee .

Joint Inspection Unit .

Negotiating Committee on the Financial Emergency of the United Nationsm

PreparatOry Committee for the Fortieth Anniversary of the United NationsD

Preparatory Committee for the International Conference on the Relationship
between Disarmament and DevelopmentO .

PreparatolY Committee for the United Nations Conference for the P.romotion
oflnternational Co-opemtion in the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy ., •.

Preparatory Committee of the Whole for the Special Session of the General
Assembly on the Critical·Economic Situation in Africa .

Security Council ..

Special Committee against Apartheid .

Special Committee on Enhancing the Effectiveness of the Principle ofNon-Use
of Force in International Relations .

Special Committee on Peace-keeping Opemtions .

Special Committee on the Charter of the United Nations and on the Strength-
ening of the Role of the Organization .

Snsion Pagr

31, vol. I 195

35 89

37 135

S-IO 15

40 330

40 323

5-10 12

40 325

37 159

39 303

40 61

35 165

39 303

34 154

40 330

40 325

36 255

40 329

39 301

30 138

38 288

39 100

38 300

40 26

40 324

29, vol. 11 2

40 327

32 226

30 153

I Established in accordance with article 8 of the International Convention on the Elimination of
All Forms of Racial Discrimination (see resolution 2106 A (XX». For the composition of the Com
mittee, see OjJkial Records o/the General Assembly, Fortieth Session. Supplement No. 18 (A/40/18),
annex 11.

b See also OjJkial Records o/the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supplement No. 20 (A/40/
20 and Corr.l), para. 5.

i Previously known as the Committee on Disarmament (see OjJkial Records 0/ the General
Assembly. Thirty-eighth Session. Supplement No. 27 (A/38/27 and Corr.l), para. 21).

j See sect. X.A, decisions 40/30:!, 40/303 and 40/304.
k See also OjJkial Records o/the General Assembly, Fortieth Session, Supplement No. 39 (A/40/

39), sect. If.B.
I Ibid., Supplement No. 10 (Al40/IO), para. 3.
m Ibid., Thirty-Just Session. Supplement No. 37 (Al31/37), para. 3.
• Ibid., Fortieth Session, Supplement No. 49, (Al40/49), para. 5.
o By a communication dated 8 July 1985 (see Al39/93l), the President ofthe General Assembly

informed the Secretary-General that he had appointed the following Member States as members of
the Preparatory Committee for the International Conference on the Relationship between Disarma
ment an<' 'Deve!opment: AFGHANISTAN, ARGENTINA, AUSTRALIA, AUSTRIA, BAHAMAS, BANGLADESH,
BOLIVIA, /:"\AZ!L, BULGARIA, CAMEROON, CANADA, CHINA, COLOMBIA, CONGO, CuBA, CZECHOSLOVA
KIA, FRANCE, GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC, GERMANY, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF, GHANA, GREECE,
INDIA, INDONESIA, IlAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF), ITALY, JAMAICA, KBlIlYA, MEXICO, .MONGOLIA,
NETHERLANDS, NIGERIA, NORWAY, PAKISTAN, PHILIPPINES, PORTUGAL, ROMANIA, RWANDA, SENEGAL,
SPAIN, SJULANKA, SUDAN, SWAZILAND, SWEDEN, SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC, TOGO, UOAIIlDA, UNION OF
SoVIET SocIALIST REPUBLICS, UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN .IRELAND, URp
GUAY, VENEZUELA, YUGOSLAVIA and ZA'MBIA;
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Organ

Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the Implf,mentation of the
Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
PeoplesP ....•••..••••..••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

SpecIal Committee to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights
of the Population of the Occupied Territories .

Special Committee to Select the Winners ofthe United Nations Human Rights
Prize .................................•......................

Trade and Development BoardQ ..••..•....••.•..•••.•.••..••.••..•.
Trusteeship Council' .
United Nations Administrative Tribunal .

United Nations Commission on International Trade Law ..........•..••.
United Nations Conciliation Commission for Palestine .

United Nations Council for Namibia .

United Nations Scientific Advisory Committees .
United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation .

United Nations Staff Pension Committee (members appointed by the General
Assembly) .

Working Group on the Financing of the United Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East .

World Food Council .

Snsion

38

28, vol. 11

21
31, vol. I

22, vol. I

40
40
3, part I

33
9
28, vol. 11

40

2S
«l

284

62
S4

S3
319
327

2S
27
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2

330

31
326

349
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p Bya letter dated 9 January 1985 (A/40/92), the representative ofAustralia informed the Presi
dent of the General Assembly that the Government of Australia had decided that Australia should
withdraw from the Special Committee. See also sect. X.B.I, decision 40/470.

q See also Official Records ofthe Trade and Development Board, Thirty-first Session, Supplement
No. lA (TD/B/i077), vot. 11, annex V.

r See also Official Records of the Security Council, Fortieth Year, Special Supplement No. I,
para. 1.

• See also resolution 1344 (XIII).
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3346 (XXIX)

34/68

32/156

40/180

84 (I)
2902 (XXVI)

32/101

Resolwion No.

2826 (XXVI)

40/34

1962 (XVIII)

169 (11)

317 (IV)

2345 (XXII)

3281 (XXIX)

34/169

39/46

2749 (XXV)

2832 (XXVI)

35/46

1386 (XIV)

3·~/88

1763 A (XVII)

2777 (XXVI)

3235 (XXIX)

2530 (XXIV)

34/180

630 (VII)

1040 (XI)

2391 (XXIII)

640 (VII)

3166 (XXVIII)

260 A (Ill)

179 (11)

22 A (I)

31/72

Tille

This list provides a reference to the conventions, declarations and other instru
ments the texts of which appear in the volumes of resolutions and decisions.
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Agreement between the United Nations and the Carnegie Foundation concerning the
use of the premises of the Peace Palace at The Hague and Supplementary Agree-
ment .

Agreement between the United Nations and the Intemational Fund for Agricultural
Development. .

Agreement between the United Nations and the United Nations Industrial Develop-
ment Organization .

Agreement between the United Nations and the United States of America regarding
the Heddquarters of the United Nations ...........................•......

Agreement between the United Nations and the World Intellectual Propeny Organiza-
tion .

Agreement Governing the Activities ofStates on the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies

Agreement on Co-operation and Relationships between the United Nations and the
World Tourism Organization .

Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Return of Astronauts and the Return of
Objects Launched into Outer Space ..............................•.......

Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ..

Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials .

Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment .

Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation ofthe
Prostitution of Others .

Convention on Consent to Marriage, Min. "m Age for Marriage and Registration of
Marriages.... . . .. . . . . . .. . , .

Convention on International Liabmtyf(~e Caused by Space Objects .

Convention on Registration of Objects Laun, into Outer Space .

Convention on Special Missions and Optional Protocol concerning the Compulsory
Settlement of Disputes , .

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women .

Convention on the International Right of Correction .

Convention on the Nationality of Married Women . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .

Convention on the Non-Applicability of Statutory Limitations to War Crimes and
Crimes against Humanity .

Convention on the Political Rights of Women .

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes against Internationally Pr0-
tected Persons, including Diplomatic Agents .

Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide .

Convention on the Privileges and Imm,., ties of the Specialized Agencies .

Convention on the Privileges and Imm' ..Iities of the United Nations .

Convention on the Prohibition of Military or Any Other Hostile Use of Environ-
mental Modification Techniques .

Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of
Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction .

Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime and Abuse of Power

Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration
and Use of Outer Space ' .

Declaration of Principles Governing the Sea-Bed and the Ocean Floor, and the Subsoil
Thereof. beyond the Limits of National Jurisdiction .

Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a Zone of Peace , .

Declaration of the 1980s as the Second Disarmament Decade .

Declaration of the Rights of the Child .
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United Nations Declaration on the Elimination ofAll Forms of Racial Discrimination

Universal Declaration of Human Rights .

World Charter for Nature .

RnoIlIJion No.

2625 (XXV)

2542 (XXIV)

34/930

2312 {XXII)

391142
39/29

321155

36155

2263 (XXII)

3201 (5-VI)

1514 (XV)

401144

361103

2131 (XX)

2627 (XXV)

37/63

33/73

361100
1653 (XVI)

2037 (XX)

3452 (XXX)

3318 (XXIX)

39/11

3447 (XXX)

2856 (XXVI)

2734 (XXV)

3384 (XXX)

3314 (XXIX)

40164 G

34/146

2106 A (XX)

3068 (XXVIII)

2200 A (XXI)
• 2200 A (XXI)

321105 M

2626 (XXV)

35/56

37110

37/92

2222 (XXI)

2373 (XXII)

2660 (XXV)

1904 (XVIII)

217 A (Ill)

37/7

••••..



•
General Assembly-Fortieth Session

ANNEX III

INDEX OF RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS

This index provides a reference, by agenda item, to the resolutions and decisions
adopted by the General Assembly during its fortieth session, from 17 September to
18 December 1985, from 28 April to 9 May 1986 and on 20 June 1986. For the numeri
callist of resolutions and decisions, see annex IV.
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(a) Appointment ofthe members ofthe Credentials Committee .
(b) Rcport oftheCredcntials Committee .

4. Election ofthe President ofthe General Assembly .

S. ~on'ofthe officers ofthe Main Committees .

6. Election ofthe Vice-Presidents ofthe General Assembly .

7. Notification by the Sccrctary-General under Article 12, paragraph 2, of the
Clwtcrofthe United Nations. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . Decision 40/416
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Nations Development Programme ............................. Decision 40/325 330

Resolution 40/41 259
Resolution 40/42 260
Resolution 40/43 261
Resolution 40/44 262
Resolution 40/45 263
Resolution 40/46 264
Resolution 40/47 265

18. Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to
Resolution 40/48 266
Resolution 40/49 267Colonial Countries and Peoples ...................................
Resolution 40/50 268

(a) Report of the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the
Resolution 40/56 26Implementation ofthe Declaration on the Granting ofIndependence to
Resolution 40/57 28Colonial Countries and Peoples
Resolution 40/58 30(b) Report ofthe Secretlll)'-GeneraJ
Decision 40/411 341
Decision 40/412 341
Decision 4O{413 342
Decision 40/414 342

• See also sect. X.B.I, decision 40/470.
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Unity: repon ofthe Secretary-General .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Resolution 40120

26. Co-operation between the United Nations and the League of Arab States:
repon ofthe Secretary-General . •. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Resolution 40/5
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46. Consequences of the prolonaation of the armed conftict between Iran and
Iraq ......................••......•...•...•.................

47. Celebration of the one-hundred-and-fiftieth anniversary of the emancipa-
tion ofslaves in the British Empire .
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East: report ofthe Secretary-General .

53. Establishment of a nuclear-weapon-frec: zone in South Asia: report of the
Secretary-General .

54. Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use ofCertain Conven
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(a) Report ofthe Disarmament Commission
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adopted by the General Assembly at its tenth spc:cial session .

(a) Report ofthe Disarmament Commission .
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40/24 Universal realization of the right ofpeoples to self-determina- 40/57
tion ............................................ 93 96th 29 November 1985 196

40/25 Importance of the universal realization of the right ofpeoples 40/58
to self-determination and of the speedy granting of inde- 40/59
pendence to colonial countries and peoples for the e1fective
guanmlee and observance of human rights ............. 93 96th 29 November 1985 118-17-9 196

40/26 Status of the International ConventiQn on the Elimination of
All Forms of Racial Discrimination .................. 94 (b) 96th 29 November 1985 199

40/21 Status of the International Convention on the Suppression 40/60

and Punishment of the Crime of Apanheid ....•.•..... 94 (c) 96th 29 November 1985 120-1-24 199

40128 Report of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Dis· 40/61

crimination ...................................... 94 (a) 961b 29 November 1985 136-1-9 200

40129 Question of aging ................................... 96 96th 29 November 1985 201

40/30 Implementation of the International Plan of Action on Aging 96 961b 29 November 1985 202

40/31 Implementation of Ibe World Programme of Action con-
cerning Disabled Persons and the United Nations Decade
of Disabled Persons ............................... 97 96th 29 November 1985 203 40/62

40/32 Seventh United Nations Congress on the Prevention ofCrime 40/63
and the Treatment of Offenders ..................... 98 96th 29 November 1985 204

40/64
40/33 United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Adminis-

tration of Juvenile Justice (The Beijing Rules) .......... 98 961b 29 November 1985 206

40/34 Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of
Crime and Abuse of Power ......................... 98 96th 29 November 1985 213

40/35 Development of standards for the prevention of juvenile
delinquency ..................................... 98 96th 29 November 1985 215

40/36 Domestic violence .................................. 98 96th 29 November 1985 215

40/31 Expression of appreciation to the Government and people of
Italy on the occasion of the Seventh United Nations
Congress on the Prevention ofCrime.and the Treatment of
Offenders ....................................... 98 96th 29 November 1985 216

40/38 International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancement of Women ........................... 99 96th 29 November 1985 216

40/39 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimina-
tion aaainst Women ............................... 100 96th 29 November 1985 211

40/40 Critical economic situation in Aftica ................... 30 98th 2 December 1985 25
40/65

40/41 Question of American Samoa ......................... 18 99th 2 December 1985 259 40/66
40/42 Question of Guam .................................. 18 99th 2 December 1985 260

40/43 Question of Bermudli ................................ 18 99th 2 December 1985 261

40/44 Question of the British Virgin Islands .................. 18 991b 2 December 1985 262 40/67

40/45 Question of the Cayman Islands ....................... 18 99th 2 December 1985 263

40/46 Question of Montserrat .............................. 18 99th 2 December 1985 264 40/68
40/47 Question of the Turks and Caicos Islands ............... 18 99th 2 December 1985 265 40/69
40/48 Question of AnguiIIa ................................ 18 99th 2 December 1985 266

40/49 Question of the United States Virgin Islands ............. 18 99th 2 December 1985 267 40170

40/50 Question of Western Sahara .......................... 18 99th 2 December 1985 96·1-39 268

40/51 Information from Non-Self-Governing Territories transmit-
Ited under Article 73 e of the Charter of the United Nations 109 99th 2 December 1985 149-0-3 269 40171

40/52 Activities of foreign economic and other interests whicb are ,
impeding the implementation of tbe Declaration on the 40172
Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and
Peoples in Namibia and in all other Territories under coin- 40173 (
nial domination and eft'orts to eliminate colonialism, apan-
heid and racial discrimination in southern Aftica ....... 110 99th 2 December 1985 125·9-16 269

40/53 Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting ofInde- 40114
pendence to Colonial Countries and Peoples by the special-
ized agencies and the international institutions associated
with the United Nations ........................... 111 and 12 99th 2 December 1985 126-:1-22 ·272 ..

40175 F

•
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40/54 United Nations Educational and Training Programme for
Southern Africa .................................. 112 99th 2 December 1985 275

40/55 Offers by Member States of study and training facilities for
in'J8bitants of Non-Self-Governing Territories .......... 113 99th 2 December 1985 276

40/56 Twenty-fifth annh'crsary (If the Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Col';il1a1 Countries and Peoples ..... 18 99th 2 December 1985 139-0-13 26

40/57 Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Inde-
pendence to Colonil!J Countries and Peoples ........... 18 99th 2 December 1985 141-3-7 28

40/58 Dissemination of information on decolonization 18 99th 2 December 1985 142-3-6 30

40/59 Financing of the United Nations Disengagement Observer
Force

Resolution A ..................................... 126 (a) 99th 2 December 1985 96-2-13 278

Resolution B ..................................... 126 (a) 99th 2 December 1985 93-10-6 279

40/60 C~·operation 1Y~tween the United Nations and the Asian-
African Legal Consultative CommIltee . : .............. 31 108th 9 December 1985 30

40/61 Measures to prevent international terrorism which endangers
or takes innocent human lives or jeopardizes fundamental
freedoms and study of the underlying causes of those forms
of terrorism and acts of violence which lie in misery, frus-
tration, grievance and despair and which cause some
people to sacrifice human lives, including their own, in an

4
attempt to effect radical changes ..................... 129 108th 9 December 1985 301

40/62 Question of the Comorian island of Mayotte ............. 32 109th 9 December 1985 117-1-22 31

40/63 Law of the sea ..................................... 36 ilOth 10 December 1985 140-2-5 31

40/64 Policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa

A. Comprehensive sanctions against the racist regime of
South Africa ................................. 35 Illth 10 December 1985 122-18-14 32

B. Situation in South Africa and assistance to the libera-
tion movements .............................. 35 11lth 10 December 1985 128-8-18 34

C. World Conference on Sanctions against Racist South
Africa .............. ....................... 35 11lth 10 December 1985 137-6-10 3S 4

D. Public information and public action against apartheid 35 Illth 10 December 1985 150-0-5 36

E. Relations between Israel and South Africa ......... 35 Illth 10 December 1985 102-20-30 36

F. Programme of work of the Special Committee against
Apartheid ................................... J5 I 11th 10 December 1985 141-2-12 37 4

G. International Convention against Apartheid in Sports 35 l1lth 10 December 1985 125-0-24 37

H. United Nations Trust Fund for South Africa . ..... ~5 11lth 10 December 1985 40
4

I. Concerted international aCllon for the elimination of
apartheid ................. ................... 35 I 11th 10 December 1985 149-2-4 40

40/65 Consideration of the draft articles on most-favoured-nation
4clauses ......................................... 127 112th II December 1985 303

40/66 United Nations Programme of Assistance in the Teaching,
Study, Dissemination and Wider Appreciation of Interna-
tional Law ...................................... 128 112th 11 December 1985 303

40/67 Progressive development of the principles and norms ofinter- 4

national law relating to the new international economic
order ........................................... 130 112th II December 1985 125-0-19 304

40/68 Peaceful settlement of disputes between States ............ 132 I 12th II December 1985 305

40/69 Draft Code of Offences against the Peace and Security of
Mankind ........................................ 133 112th II December 1985 127-6-9 305

40170 Report of the Special Committee on Enhancing the Effective-
ness of the Principle of Non-Use of Force in International
Relations ....................................... 134 112th II December 1985 119-14-12 306

40/71 Report of the United Nations Commission oh International
Trade Law ...................................... 135 112th II December 1985 307

40172 Model Law on International Commercial Arbitration of the
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law 135 112th II December 1985 308

40173 Consideration of effective measures to enhance the protec-
tion, security and safety of diplomatic and consular mis-
sions and representatives ........................... 116 I 12th 1I December 1985 308

40174 Dra~ing of an international convention against the recruit-
ment, use, financing and training of mercenaries ........ 137 112th I1 December 1985 309

40/75 Report of the International Law Commission " .......... 138 I 12th I I December 1985 310
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L. Compliance with arms limitation and disarmament
agreements .................................. 68 I 13th 12 December 1985 131-0-16 85

M. Third Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons ...... 68 11 3th 12 December 1985 138-0-11 85

N. Disarmament alld the maintenance of international
peace and security ............................ 68 11 3th 12 December 1985 99-0-53 85

O. Review ofthe role of the United Nations in the field of
disarmament. ................................ 68 (g) I 13th 12 December 1985 86

40/95 United Nations Conference for the Promotion of Interna-
tional Co-operation in the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy 37 I14th 12 December 1985 41

40/96 Question of Palestine

Resolution A..................................... 33 114th 12 December 1985 128-2-22 42

Resolution B ..................................... 33 114th 12 December 1985 129-3-20 43

Resolution C ..................................... 33 114th 12 December 1985 131-3-18 43

Resolution D .................................... 33 114th 12 December 1985 107-3-41 43

40/97 Question of Namibia

A. Situation in Namibia resulting from the illegal oo:upa-
tion of the Tenitory by South Africa ............. 34 115th 13 December 1985 131-0-23 44

B. Implementation of Security Council res"lution 435
(1978) ...................................... 34 11 5th 13 December 1985 130-0-25 49

(;. Programme ofwork of the United Nations Council for
Namibia ..................................... 34 115th 13 December 1985 147-0-6 51

D. Dissemination of information and mobilization of
international pnblic opinion in support of Namibia .. 34 115th 13 December 1985 132-0-23 53

E. United Nations Fund for Namibia ............... 34 115th 13 December 1985 148-0-6 55

F. Special session of the General Assembly on the QUes-
tion of Namibia .............................. 34 115th 13 December 1985 148-0-6 57

40/98 Improvement of the role of the United Nations in the field of
social development ............................... 90 116th 13 December 1985 217

40/99 Popular participation in its various forms as an important
factor in development and in the full realization of all
human rights .................................... 90 (b) 116th 13 December 1985 218

40/100 World social situation ............................... 90 I 16th 13 December 1985 127-1-24 218

40/101 The role of women in society ......................... 92 I 16th 13 December 1985 220

40/102 Participation ofwomen in promoting international peace and
co-operation ..................................... 92 I 16th 13 December 1985 221

40/103 Prevention of prostitution ............................ 92 (If) 116th 13 December 1985 221

40/104 United Nations Development Fund for Women .......... 92 (c) 116th 13 December 1985 221

40/105 Incorporation of the interests of women in the work pro-
grammes of the regional commissions ................ 92 I 16th 13 December 1985 222

40/106 National experience relating to the improvement of the situa-
tion of women in rural areas ........................ 92 116th 13 December 1985 223

40/107 Expression of appreciation to the Government and people of
Kenya on the oo:asion of the World Conference to Review
and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations
Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace .. 92 (b) 116th 13 December 1985 223

40/108 Implementation of the Nairobi Forward-looking Strategies
for the Advancement of Women ..................... 92 (b) I16th 13 December 1985 223

40/109 Elimination of all forms of religious intolerance .......... 101 I 16th 13 December 1985 226

40/110 Implications of scientific and technological developments for
human rights .................................... 102 I 16th 13 December 1985 227

40/111 Human rights and use of scientific and technological develop-
ments .......................................... 102 116th 13 December 1985 127-9-16 227

40/112 Human rights and scientific and technological developments 102 116th 13 December 1985 131-0-22 228

40/113 Question of a convention on the rights of the child ........ 103 11 6th 13 December 1985 228

40/114 Indivisibility and interdependence of economic, social, cul-

11 tura!, civil and political rights ....................... 104 I16th 13 December 1985 134-1-19 229
,1
l!

40/115 International Covenants on Human Rights .............. 104 I 16th 13 December 1985 230Ij
q
'1 40/116 Reporting obligations ofStates parties to United Nations con-

':'i ventions on human rights .......................... 104 (c) I 16th 13 December 1985 231

1I
40/117 Second International Conference on Assistance to Refugees in

Africa .......................................... 105 (b) I 16th 13 December 1985 232
'i

40/118 Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu-.1

I gees ............................................ 105 (a) I 16th 13 DccCmber 1985 233

!
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40/119 Expression ofappreciation to the United Nations High Com-

missioner for Refugees ............................. 105 11 6th 13 December 1985 234

40/120 Preparation ora draft convention against illicit traffic in nar-
cotic drugs and psychotropic substances ............... 106 I 16th 13 December 1985 234

40/121 In!~tional campaign against traffic in drugs ............ 106 11 6th 13 December 1985 236 4'

40/122 International Conference on Drug Abuse and Drug Traffick·
ing ............................................. 106 11 6th 13 December 1985 237

40/123 National institutions for the protection and promotion of
human rights .................................... 107 11 6th 13 December 1985 238

40/124 Alternative approaches and ways and means within the
United Nations system for improving the effective enjoy-
ment of human rights and fundamental freedoms ....... 107 I 16th 13 December 1985 130-1-22 239

40/125 Development of public information activities in the field of
human rights .................................... 107 116th 13 December 1985 241

40/126 New international humanitarian order .................. 108 I 16th 13 December 1985 241

40/127 United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture .. , . 144 11 6th 13 December 1985 242

40/128 Status of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel.
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment ....... 144 11 6th 13 December 1985 242

40/129 Strategy and policies for drug control ................... 12 I 16th 13 December 198J 242

40/130 Measures to imprnve the situation and ensure the human
rights and dignity of all migrant workers .............. 12 I 16th 13 December 1985 243

40/131 United Nations Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations 12 I 16th 13 December 1985 243

40/132 Assistance to refugees in Somalia ...................... 12 11 6th 13 December 1985 244

40/133 Assistance to displaced persons in Ethiopia .............. 12 11 6th 13 December 1985 244

40/134 Humaniwian assistance to refugees in Djibouti .......... 12 116th 13 December 1985 245

40/135 Situation of refugees in the Sudan...................... 12 I 16th 13 December 1985 245

40/136 Emergency assistance to retumees and displaced persons in
Chad·..........•................................ 12 I 16th 13 December 1985 246

40/137 Question of human rights and fundamental free<loms in 4
Afghanistan ..................................... 12 116th 13 December 1985 80-22-40 246

40/138 Assistance to student refugees in southern Africa ......... 12 116th 13 December 1985 247 4

401139 Situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms in El
Salvador ......................................... 12 I 16th 13 December 1985 100-2-42 248 4

40/140 Situation ofhuman rights and fundamental freedoms in Gua-
temala .......................................... 12 I 16th 13 December 1985 91-8-47 249

40/141 Situation of human rights in the Islamic Republic oflran .. 12 I 16th 13 December 1985 53-30-45 25Ci

40/142 Status of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment 4C
of the Crime of Genocide .......................... 12 116th 13 December 1985 251

40/143 Summary or arbitrary executions ...................... 12 I 16th 13 December 1985 251 4

40/144 Declaration on the human rights of individuals who are not
nationals of the country in which they live ............ 12 !16th 13 December 1985 252 4C

40/145 Situation ofhuman rights and fundamental freedoms in Chile 12 I 16th 13 December 1985 88-11-47 253

40/146 Human rights in the administration of justice ............ 12 I 16th 13 December 1985 254
4C

40/147 Question of enforced or involuntary disappearances ....... 12 I 16th 13 December 1985 255
4

40/148 Measures to be taken against Nazi. Fascist and neo-Fascist
activities and all other forms of totalitarian ideologies and
practices based on racial intolerance. hatred and terror ... 12 116th 13 December 1985 121-2-27 256

40/149 Human rights lll'.d mass exoduses ...................... 12 11 6th 13 December 1985 257

40/150 Eoonomic and social consequences ofthe armaments race and
its extremely harmful effects on world peace and security . 48 11 7th 16 December 1985 139-1-7 87

40/151 Review and implementation of the Concluding Document of
the Twelfth Special Session of the General Assembly

A. Disarmament and international security ........... 61 (h) 117th 16 December 1985 123-1-23 87 IB. World Disarmament campaign .................. 61 (a) 117th 16 December 1985 139-0-11 87
I 4

C. Nuclear-arms freeze ........................... 61 (c) 117th 16 December 1985 131-10-8 88 I 4
D. World Disarmament campaign: actions and activities 61 (a) 117th 16 December 1985 114-0-34 89 I

E. Freeze on nuclear weapons ..................... 61 (e) 117th 16 December 1985 126-12-10 90

!
4

F. Convention on the Prohibition of the Use of Nuclear
Weapons .................................... 61 (f) 11 7th 16 December ,1985 126-17-6 90

G. United Nations Regional Centre for Peace and Dis-
armament in Africa ........................... ' 61 11 7th 16 December 1985 ' 91 <.

;J
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H. United Nations programme of fellowships on disarm-
ament ...................................... 61 (b) 117th 16 December 1985 148-1-1 91

I. Convening of the third special session of the General
Assembly devoted to disarmament ............... 61 (g) 1l7th 16 December 1985 92

40/152 Review of the implementation of the recommendations and
decisions adopted by the General Assembly at its tenth spe-
cial session

A. Non-use ofnuclear weapons and prevention ofnuclear
war ........................................ 65 Ul 117th 16 December 19fJ5 123-19-7 92

B. Bilateral nuclear-arms and space.arms negotiations .. 65 (I) 117th 16 December 19:85 107..Q-40 93

C. Nuclear weapons in all aspects .................. 65 (e) 117th 16 December 19115 117-19-11 93

D. Comprehensive programme of disarmament ....... 65 (k) 117th 16 December 19E5 94

E. Disarmament Week ........................... 65 (I) I 17th 16 December 1985 129-0-22 95

F. Report of the Disarmament Commission .......... 65 (a) 1!7th 16 December 1985 95

G. Oimatic effects of nuclear war, including nuclear win-
ter .................. '" ....... : ............ 65 117th 16 December 1985 141-1-10 96

H. Prohibition of the nuclear neutron weapon ........ 65 (g) 117th 16 December 1985 70-11-65 96

I. International co-operation for disarmament ........ 65 117th 16 December 1985 109-19-17 97

J. Implementation of the recommendations and deci-
sions of the tenth special session ................. 65 (m) 117th 16 December 1985 128-0-20 98

K. United Nations disarmament studies ............. 65 (d) 117th 16 December 1985 98

L. Review and appraisal of the implementation of the
Declaration of the 19805 as the Second Disarmament
Decade ..................................... 65 (n) I 17th 16 December 1985 99

M. Report of the Conference on Disarmament ........ 65 (b) I 17th 16 December 1985 133-2-18 99

N. Implementation of the recommendations and deci-
sions of the tenth special session ................. 65 (m) I 17th 16 December 1985 135-13-5 lOO

O. Verification in all its aspects .................... 65 I 17th 16 December 1985 101

P. Cessation of the nuclear-arms race and nuclear dis-
armament ................................... 65 (e) 117th 16 December 1985 131-16-6 102

Q. Prevention of nuclear war ...................... 65 (h) 117th 16 December 1985 . 136-3-14 102

40/153 Implementation of the Declaration of the Indian Ocean as a
Zone of Peace .................................... 66 I 17th 16 December 1985 103

40/154 World Disarmament Conference ....................... 67 I 17th 16 December 1985 1IJ4

40/155 Relationship between disarmament and ~.: :"lopment ...... 69 117th 16 December 1985 104

40/156 Question of Antarctica

Resolution A ..... ............................... 70 I 17th 16 December 1985 96-0-11- 105

Resolution B .. .. ................................ 70 117th 16 December 1985 92-0-14- 106

Resolution C ..................................... 70 ; 17th 16 December 1985 jOO-o..;2~ ,ftL
1\10

40/157 :i.....ngthening of security and co-operation in the Mediterra-
nean region ...................................... 71 117th 16 December 1985 106

40/158 Review of the implementation of the Declaration on the
Strengthening of International Security ................ 72 117th 16 December 1985 127-0-26 107

40/159 Implementation of the collective security provisions of the
Charter of the United Nations for the maintenance ofinter-
national peace and security ......................... 73 117th 16 December 1985 114-21-16 109

40/160 Effects of atomic radiation ............................ 74 li8th 16 December 1985 111

40/161 Report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli Prac-
tices Affecting the Human Rights of the Population of the
Occupied Territori~

Resolution A ..................................... 75 118th 16 Decembclr 1985 95-2-37 112

Resolution B ..................................... 75 118th 16 December 1985 137-1-6 112
Resolution C ..................................... 75 118th 16 December 1985 138-1-6 113

Resolution D .................................... 75 118th 16 December 1985 109-2-34 113

Resolution E ..................................... 75 I 18th 16 December 1985 126-1-19 lIS

Resolution F ......................... : ........... 75 I 18th 16 December 1985 '136-1-10 115

Resolution G .................................... 75 118th 16 December 1985 112-2-32 116

40/162 International co-operation in the peaceful uses of outer space 76 118th 16 December 1985 116

40/163 Comprehensive review of the whole Question of peace-keep-
ing operations in all their aspects .................... 77 118th 16 December 1985 118

40/164 Questions relating 10 information

Resolution A ..................................... 78 With 16 December 1985 121-19-8 119
Resolution B ..................................... 78 118th 16 December 1985 122-16-9 125

Ij • Roll-eaU vote.
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40/165 United Nations Reliefand Works Agency for Palestine Refu-
gees in the Near East

A. Assistance to Palestine refugees .................. 79 118th 16 December 1985 149-0-1 127

B. Working Group on the Financing of the United
Nations Reliefand Works Agency for Palestine Refu-
gees in the Near East .......................... 79 I 18th 16 December 1985 127

C. Assistance to persons displaced as a result of the June
1967 and subsequent hostilities .................. 79 118th 16 December 1985 128

D. Offers by Member States ofgrants and scholarships for
higher education, including vocational training, for
Palestine refugees ............................. 79 118th 16 December 1985 147-0-1 128

E. Palestine refugees in the Gaza Strip .............. 79 I 18th 16 December 1985 146-2-2 128

F. Resumption of the ration distribution to Palestine ref-
ugees ....................................... 79 I18th 16 December 1985 127-20-4 129

G. Population and refugees displaced since 1967 ...... 79 118th 16 December 1985 127-2-23 129

H. Revenues derived from Palestine refugee propenies . 79 118th 16 December 1985 122-2-26 129

I. Protection of Palestine refugees .................. 79 I 18th 16 December 1985 116-2-33 130

J. Palestine refugees in the West Bank .............. 79 I 18th 16 December 1985 146-2-2 130

K. University ofJerusalem "A\-Quds" for Palestine refu-
gees ........................................ 79 I 18th 16 December 1985 149-2-1 131

40/16f International co-operation to avert new flows of refugees ... 80 118th 16 December 1985 131

40/167 Israel's decision to build a canal linking the Mediterranean
Sea to the Dead Sea ............................... 81 I 18th 16 December 1985 150-1-0 132

40/168 The situation in the Middle East
Resolution A..................... ............... 38 I 18th 16 December 1985 98-19-31 57
Resolution B..................................... 38 118th 16 December 1985 86-23-37 59
Resolution C ..................................... 38 118th 16 December 1985 137-2-10 60

40/169 Economic development projects in the occupied Palestinian
territories .......•............................... 12 I 19th 17 December 1985 138-2-7 135

40/170 Assistance to the ~alestinian lICOple .................... 12 I 19th 17 December 1985 145-2-1 135

40/171 International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Decade 12 I 19th 17 December 1985 135

40/172 World Tourism Organization ......................... 12 119th 17 December 1985 136

40/173 International economic security ....................... 12 119th 17 December 1985 96-19-28 136

40i174 Co-operation between the United Nations and the Agency for
Cultural and Technical Co-operation ;................. 12 I 19th 17 December 1985 137

40/175 Countries st1icken by desertification and drought ......... 12 I19th 17 December 1985 137

40/176 Target for World Food Progmmme pledges for the period
1987-1988 ...................................... 12 I 19th 17 December 1985 138

40/177 Co-ordination in the United Nations and the United Nations
system .......................................... 12 I 19th 17 December 1985 139

40/178 Strengthening the role of the United Nations in the field of
international economic, scientific-technological and social
co-operation ..................................... 12 I 19th 17 December 1985 139

40/179 Patterns of consumption: qualitative aspects of development 12 I 19th 17 December 1985 140

40/180 Agreement between the United Nations and the United
Nations Industria1 Development Organization .......... 12 I 19th 17 December 1985 140

40/181 Food and agricultural problems ....................... 12 I19th 17 December 1985 143

40/182 Chaner of Economic Rights. and Duties of States ......... 84 (b) 119th 17 December 1985 134·1-19 145

40/183 Specific action related to the panicular needs and problems of
land-locked developing countries .................... 84 (c) I 19th 17 December 1985 152-0-1 145

40/184 International code of conduct on the transfer of technology . 84 (c) I 19th 17 December 1985 146

40/185 Economic measures as a means of political and economic
coercion against developing countries ................. 84 (c) I 19th 17 December 1985 128-19-7 146

40/186 Preferential Trade Area for Eastern and Southern African
States .......................................... 84 (c) I 19th 17 December 1985 147

40/187 United Nations Conference on Conditions for Registration of
Ships ........................................... 84 (c) I 19th 17 December 1985 148

40/188 Trade embargo against Nicaragua ...................... 84 (c) I 19th 17 December 1985 91-6-49 148

40/189 Repon of the Trade and Development Board .. ......... 84 (c) 119th 17 December 1985 148

40/190 Panicular problems facing Zaire with regard to transpon,
transit and access to foreign markets ................. 84 (c) I 19th 17 December 1985 14;.

40/191 Reverse transfer of technology ........................ 84 (~) I 19th 17 December 1985 152-1-0 f49
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40/192 United Nations Conferen~ to Review All Aspects of the Set
of Multilaterally Agreed Equitable Principles and Rules for
the Control of Restrictive Business Practices ........... 84 (c) 119th 17 December 1985 ISO

40/193 Report of the Intergovernmental Committee on Science and
Technology for Development ....................... 84 (d) I 19th 17 December 1985 150

40/194 United Nations Financing System for Science and Technol-
ogy for Development .............................. 84 (d) I 19th 17 December 1985 150

40/195 Co-operation between the United Nations and the Southern
African Development Co-ordination Conference ........ 84 (e) I 19th 17 December 1985 151

40/196 Technical co-operation among developing countries ....... 84 (e) 119th 17 December 1985 151

40/197 Remnants of war ................................... 84 (jJ I 19th 17 December 1985 132-0-23 152

40/198 Plan of Action to Combat Desertification

A. Implementation and financing of the Plan of Action. 84 (jJ 1191h 17 December 1985 152

B. Implementation in the Sudano-Sahelian region of the
Plan of Action ............................... 84 (jJ 119th 17 December 1985 153

40/199 Co-operation between the United Nations Centre for Human
Settlements (Habitat) and the United Nations Environ-
ment Programme ................................. 84 (jJ 119th 17 December 1985 154

40/200 International co-operation in the field of the environment .. 84 (jJ 119th 17 December 1985 149-0-6 154

401201 Living conditions of the Palestinian people in the occupied
Palestinian territories .............................. 84 (g) 119th 17 December 1985 153-2-1 155

40/202 Human settlements

A. Report of the Commission on Human Settlements .. 84 (g) I 19th 17 December 1985 155

B. Biennial cycle of sessions of the Commission on
Human Settlements ........................... 84 (g) 119th 17 December 1985 156

C. Co-ordination of human settlements programmes
within the United Nations system ................ 84 (g) 119th 17 December 1985 156

40/203 International Year of Shelter for the Homeless 84 (h) 119th 17 December 1985 156

40/204 Effective mobilization and integration of women in develop-
ment ........................................... 84 (I) 119th 17 December 1985 157

40/205 Implementation of the Substantial New Programme ofAction
for the 1980s for the Least Developed Countries ........ 84 (J) I 19th 17 December 1985 158

401206 New international human order: moral aspects of develop-
ment ........................................... 84 (k) I 19th 17 December 1985 168

40/207 Long-term trends in economic development ............. 84 (I) 119th 17 December 1985 141-1-13 168

401208 Development of the energy resources of developing countries 84 (0) 119th 17 December 1985 169

401209 Desertification and drought ........................... 84 I 19th 17 December 1985 170

401210 Fortieth anniversary of the United Nations Children's Fund 85 120th 17 December 1985 170

401211 Operational activities for development .................. 85 (a) 120th 17 December 1985 171

40/212 International Volunteer Day for Economic and Social Devel-
opment ......................................... 85 (IJi 120th 17 December 1985 172

401213 Role of qualified national personnel in the social and econo-
mic development of developing countries ............. 85 (e) I20th 17 December 1985 172

401214 Long-term financing and future of the United Nations Insti-
tute for Training and Research ...................... 86 I20th 17 December 1985 173

401215 Assistance to Democratic Yemen ...................... 87 120th 17 December 1°85 173

401216 Assistance to Equatorial Guinea ....................... 87 I20th 17 December 1985 174

40/217 Assistance for the reconstruction, rehabilitation and develop-
ment of the Central African Republic ................. 87 I20th 17 DecembeF 1985 174

401218 Special economic assistance to Chad ................... 87 120th 17 December 1985 176

40/219 Assistance for the reconstruction. recovery. rehabilitation and
development of Mauritania ......................... 87 i20th 17 December 1985 176

40/220 Assistance to Sierra Leone ................. , .......... 87 I20th 17 December 1985 177

401221 Assistance to the drought-stricken areas of Djibouti. Ethiopia,
Kenya, Somalia. the Sudan and Uganda ............... 87 I20th 17 December 1985 178

40/222 Special economic assi~:.mce to Benin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 87 120th 17 December 1985 179

40/223 Assistance to the Comoros ........................... 87 I20th 17 December 1985 179

40/224 AssistanCl: to the Gambia ............................ 87 120th 17 December 1985 180

401225 Special economic assistan~ to Guinea-Bissau ............ 87 120th 17 December 1985 181

40/226 Assistance to Cape Verde ............................ 87 I20th 17 December J985 182

401227 Assistance te, Djibouti ............................... 87 120th 17 December 1985 182
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40/228 Assistance to the drouaht-stricken areas of Ethiopia ....... 87 I20th 17 December 1935 Ill'

40/229 AssistaJ;lce for the reconstruction and developmtnt of Leba-
non ............................................ 87 I20th 17 December \985 184

40/230 Assistance to Madagascar ...•...............•........ 87 I20th 17 December 1985 184

40/231 Loq-term and elfective solution of the problems caused by
natural disasters in BanaIad~ ...................... 87 I20th 17 December 1985 185

40/232 Assistance to Mozambique ........................... 87 I20th 17 December 1985 185

40/233 Economic assistance to Vanuatu ....................... 87 I20th 17 December 1985 186

40/234 Assistance to NiCUll8llll ...••......................... 87 I20th 17 December 1985 187

40/235 Special economic assistance to Guinea .................. 87 I20th 17 December 1985 187

40/236 Special programmes of economic assistance .............. 87 I20th 17 December 1985 188

40/237 Review of the efficiency of the administrative and financial
functioniq of the United Nations ................... 39 I21st 18 December 1985 60

40/238 Financial reports and audited financial statements, and
reports of the Board of Auditors ..................... 114 121st 18 December 1985 279

40/239 Prosramme budget for the biennium 1984-1985
A. Final budget appropriations for the biennium 1984-

1985 ....•....•............................. 115 121st 18 December 1985 } 125-12-10 280
B. Final income estimates for the biennium 19&4-1985. 115 121st 18 December 1985

40/240 Prosramme planning ................................ 117 121st 18 December 1985 282

40/241 Fmancial emergency of the United Nations
Resolution A..................................... 118 12lst 18 December 1985 283
Resolution B..................................... 118 12lst 18 December 1985 132-12-2 283

401242 luue ofspecial postage stamps ........................ 118 I21St 18 December 1985 284

40/243 Pattern of conferences ............................... i21 121st 18 December 1985 284

40/244 United Nations common system: report of the International
Civil Service Commission .......................... 124 121st 18 December 1985 285

401245 Report of the United Nations Joint statr Pension Board .... 125 121st 18 December 1985 286

40/246 FIJWICinB of the United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon
Resolution A•.................................... 126 (b>. 121st 18 December 1985 124-15-4 ·288
Resolution B..................................... 126 (bl 121st 18 December 1985 122-14-5 289

40/247 Review ofthe rates ofreimbursement to the Governments of
uoop-contributiD& States ........................... 126 (cl 121st 18 December 1985 120-14-7 289

40/248 Scale ofassessments for the apportionment of the expenses of
the United Nations ......•........................ 122 I22nd 18 December 1985 109-15-27 290

40/249 Impact of inflation i1nd monetary instability on the regular
budget of the United Nations ...•................... 119 (b) I22nd 18 December 1985 291

40/250 Administrative and budgetary co-ordination of the United
Nations with the specialized agencies and the International
Atomic Energy Agency ............................ 119 I22nd 18 December 1985 292

40/2'1 Report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and
Budgetary Questions on the administrative and budgetary
co-ordination of the United Nations with the specialized
aaencies and the International AtolTjc Energy Agency ... 119 (a) I22nd 18 December 1985 292

401252 QuestiODl rellltiD& to the proposed programme budget for the
biennium 1986-1987' ..................•.......... 116 122nd 18 December 1985 292

40/253 Prosramme budget for the biennium 1986·1987
A. Budget appropriations for the biennium 1986-1987 .. 116 I22nd 18 December 1985 127-10-11 293
B. Income estimates for the biennium 1986-1987 ..... 116 I22nd 18 December 1985 137-10-0 295
C. FmanciD& ofappropriations for the year 1986 ...... 116 122nd 18 December 1985 126-11-11 296

40/254 Unforeteen and extraordinary expenses for the biennium
-1986·1987 ..........•.••...........•............ 116 I22nd 18 December 1985 139-8-0 296

40/255 Workina Capital Fund for the biennium 1986-1987 I 116 I22nd 18 December 1985 124-11-13 297

40/256 Conditions of service-and compensation for officials, other
than Secretariat officials. serviD& the General Assembly .. 116 122nd 18 Decem~r 1985 297

40/2S7 Emoluments, pension scheme and conditions of service for
the members of the Interm.jo~ Court of Justice
A. Emoluments ................................. 116 I22nd 18 December J985 }B. Pension scheme .............................. 116 I22nd 18 December 1985 121-11·15 298
C. Conditions of service .......................... 116 I22nd 18 December 1985

• Section IV of resolution 40/252 was put to the vote and adopted by 135 votes to 2, with II abstentions.
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I R' 40/258 Personnel questions

A. Composition of the Secretariat .................. 123 I22nd 18 December 1985 299
184 B. Improvement of the status ofwomen in the Secretariat 123 122nd 18 December 1985 299

184 C. Respect for the privileges and immunities of officials
of the United Nations and the specialized agencies and

185
related organizations .......................... 123 122nd 18 December 1985 300

185
40/259 Joint Inspection Unit ................................ 120 I22nd 18 December 1985 300

186

187

187 DECISIONS
188

Derision Plenory Date of VD/ing
No. Title Item meeting adoption resull pogr

60
A. Elections and appointments

279 40/301 Appointment of the members of the Credentials Committee 3 (a) 1st 17 September 1985 323

40/302 Election of the President of the General Assembly ........ 4 1st I 7 September 1985 323

40/303 Election of the Vice-Presidents of the General Assembly ... 6 2nd 17 September 1985 323

40/304 Election of the Chairmen of the Main Committees ........ 5 2nd 17 September 1985 323
280

40/305 !,ppointment of members of the Advisory Committee on
Administrative and Budgetary Questions

282 A. Appointment of a member of the Advisory Com-
mittee ...................................... 17 (a) 11th 26 September 1985 323

283 B. Appointment of a member of the Advisory Com-

283 mittee .............•........................ 17 (a) 94th 27 November 1985 '324

284 C. Appointmeni of six members of the Advisory Com-
mittee ...................................... 17 (a) 121st 18 December 1985 324

284 D. Appointment of a member of the Advisory Commit-
tee ......................................... 17 (a) l30th I May 1986 324

285 40/306 Election of five non-permanent members of the Security
286 Council ......................................... 15 (a) 38th 17 October 1985 324

40/307 Election of eighteen members of the Economic and Social

288 Council ......................................... IS (b) 39th 17 October !985 325

289 40/308 Confirmation of the appointment of the Secretary-General of
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 17 (k) 87th 21 November 1985 325

289 40/309 Election of a member of the International Court ofJustice .. 15 (c) 108th 9 December 1985 325

40/310 Election of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refu·
290 gees ............................................ 16 (f) 11 Ill. 10 December 1985 326

40/311 Election of twelve members of the World Food Council. ... 16 (b) 11lth 10 December 1985 326
291 40/312 Election of seven members of the Committee for Programme

and Co-ordination ................................ 16 (c) I11th 10 December 1985 326

40/313 Election of nineteen members of the United Nations Com-
292 mission on International Trade Law .................. 16 (e) I 11th 10 December 1985 326

40/314 Appointment of three members of the Special Committee on
Enhancing the Effectiveness of the Principle of Non-Use of
Force in International Relations ..................... 134 112th 11 December 1985 327

292
40/315 Appointment Qf a member of the Ad Hoc Committee on the

Drafting of an Intematit>nal Convention against the
292 Recruitment, Use, Financing and Training of Mercenaries 137 112th 11 December 1985 327

40/316 Election of nineteen members of the Goveming Council of
293 the United Nations Environment Programme .......... 16 (a) 120th and 17 December i985 327
295 123rd and 28 April 1986

296 40/317 Appointment of the United Nations Commissioner for
Namibia ........................................ 17 (j) I20th 17 December 1985 328

296 40/318 Appointment ofmembers ofthe Committee on Contributions 17 (b) I21st 18 December 1985 328

297

I

40/319 Appointment of a member of the Board of Auditors ...... 17 (c) 121st 18 December 1985 329

40/320 Confirmation of the appointment of members of the Invest-
297 ments Committee ................................. 17 (d) 121st 18 December 1985 329

40/321 Appoil1tment ofmembers of the United Nations Administra-
tive Tribunal .................................... 17 (e) 121st 18 December 1985 329

298 i 40/322 Appointment of members of the International Civil Service
1 Commission ..................................... 17 (f) 121st 18 December 1985 329

t
I~
11
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40/323 Appointment of members and alternate members of the 40/429 Questi
United Nations Staff Pension Committee .............. 17 (g) 121st 18 December 1985 330 Nov

40/324 Appointment of the members of the Consultative Committee 40/430 Questi
on the United Nation~ Development Fund for Women .. 17 (h) 122nd and 18 December 1985 j30 Uni

123rd and 28 April 1986
40/431 Repon

40/325 Confumation of the appointment of the Administrator of the
40/432

United Nations Development Programm-:: ............. 17 (m) 123.d 28 April 1986 330 Israeli
othe

40/433 Reporl

B. Other decisions duct

40/401 Organization of the fortieth session .................... 8 3rd and 20 September and 331
COr):

53rd 29 October 1985 40/434 Mobili

40/402 Adoption of the agenda and allocation of agenda items .... 8 3rd, 5th, 53rd, 20 and 23 September, 331 40/435 DocUJ1
78th, 123rd 29 Oct"h~r and Cou

and 124th 15 No mber 1985 40/436 Bienni
and 28 April 1986 198

40/403 Meetings of subsidiary "r&ans during the fortieth session ... 8 3rd and 20 September and 331 40/437 Develc
96th 29 Ncvember 1985

40/438 Intern
40/404 Commemoration of the fortieth anniversary of the United Nati

Nations ...................... .................. 39 3rd 20 September 1985 331
40/439 Protec1

40/405 Unified conference services and ctl>~; joint services for the
United Nations organizations at the Vienna Inte··"a/'onal 40/440 Status

Centre .......................................... i! ') and 19th 2 October 1985 344 COlt

120 40/441 Note b

40/406 Report of the International Court of Justice .............. 13 50th 25 October 1985 332 40/442 World

40/407 Policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa ... 35 51st 28 October 1985 3:H 40/443 Report

40/408 Question of peace, stability and co-operation in South-East favo

Asia ........................................... 40 65th 6 November 1985 332 40/444 Impler

40/409 Question of Na."1Ilibia ................................ 34 80th 18 November 1985 341 Dev
Sou

40/410 Question 0f1he Falkland Islands (Malvinas) ............. 23 95t.h 27 November 1985 341
40/445 Interne

4O/~1I Qoostion of Tokelau ................................ 18 99th 2 December 1985 341 firuu

40/412 Question of Piteairn .•............................... 18 99th 2 December 1985 341 40/446 C10sun

4O/4i3 Question of Gibraltar................................ 18 99th 2 December 1985 342 in B

40/414 Question of St. Helens ...... _................ _....... 18 99th 2 December 1985 121-2-31 342
Rep

40/415 Military activities and arrangements by colonial Powers in
40/447 C10sun

men
Territories under their administration which might be Recc
impeding the implementation of the Declaration on the
Grantinfl of Independence to Colonial Countries and 40/448 C10slm

Peoples ......................................... 110 99th 2 December 1985 -10-15 343 Dev

40/416 Notification by the Secretary-General under Article 12, para- Deci!

graph 2, of the Charter of the United Nations .......... 7 109th 9 December 1985 332 Deci!

40/417 Report of the Secretary-Genera! on the work of the Organiza- Deci

tion ............................................ 10 109th 9 December 1985 332 40/449 Report

40/418 Report of the Security Council ........................ 11 109th 9 December 1985 332 nica!

40/419 Development and strengthening of good-neighbourliness
40/450 Report

between States ................................... 131 I 12th II December 1985 346 Unit

I
catio

40/420 Draft Body of Principles ror the Protection of Al! Persons
40/451

un4cr Any Form of Detention or Imprisonment ........ 142 I 12th 11 December 1985 346 United

40/421 Draft standard rules of procedure for United Nations confer-
40/452 Special

ences ......................... _................. 143 I 12th II December 1985 346 40/453 Assista

40/422 Draft Declaration on Social and Legal Principles relating to 40/454 Special
the Protection and Wellllre ofChildren, with Special Refer- i

cnce to Foster Placement and Adoption, Nationally and
40/455 Stands

Internationally ................................... 148 112L!} 11 December 1985 346 40/456 Use of

40/423 Report of the Ec. ')nomic and Social Council .............. 11 112th 11 December 1985 346
grou

I
4C/424 Internatioaal co-operation in the peaceful exploitation of I :' 40/457 Investn

outer space under conditions of its non-miliUll'ization .... 145 I 13th 12 December 1985 333 40/458 Report

40/425 Draft declaration on the right to dev,. ;:ne'l'lt ............ 107 116th 13 December 1985 340 40/459 Launch

40/426 Inadmissibility of exploitation or distort;on of human rights
co-o

issues for interference in the internal afl'ahi' of States .... 12 116th 13 December Fi85 340 40/46(1 Questic

40/427 Meeting ofthl: Working Grou, of Governmental Experts on
mem

1, the Right to Developm~'Dt...................... _.. - 12 116th 13 December 1985 341 40/461 Celebl'l

40/428 Advisory Board on Disarmament Stl'ldies 65 (d) I 17th 16 December 1985 333
the e.... ' ......... ',

40/462 Report
I

"
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40/429 Question of the Malagasy islands of Glorieuses, Juan de No.

Nova, Europa and Bassas da India ................... 82 118th Hi December 1985 333 40/463

40/430 Question of the composition of the relevant organs of the
United Nations .................................. 83 I 18th 16 December 1985 333 40/464

40/431 Report of the Economic and Social Council .............. 12 I 19th 17 December 1985 334

40/432 Israeli economic practices in the occupied Palestinian and
40/465

other Arab territories .............................. 12 I 19th 17 December 1985 147-2-2 334 40/466

40/433 Report of the Panel of Eminent Persons estaillished to con-
duct the public hearings on the activities of transnational 40/467
corporations in South Africa and Namibia ............. 12 119th 17 December 1985 334 40/468

40/434 Mobilization offinancial resources for industrial development 12 I 19th 17 December 1985 334 40/469
40/435 Documents relating to the report of the Economic and Social 40/470

Council .......................................... I~ I 19th 17 December 1985 334
40/471

40/436 Biennial programme of work for the Second Committee for
1986-1987 ..........................•........... 12 I 19th 17 December 1985 334 40/472

40/437 Development and international economic co-operation .... 84 I 19th 17 December 1985 337 40/473

40/438 International Development Strategy for the Third United
Nations Development Decade ....................... 84 (a) 11 9th 17 December 1985 337 40/474

40/439 Protectionism and structural adjustment ................ 84 (c) I 19th 17 December 1985 338
40/475

40/440 Status of the Agreement Establishing the Common Fund for
Commodities .... : ............................... 84 (c) I 19th 17 December 1985 338

40/476
40/441 Note by the Secretariat on the environment .............. 84 (f) I 19th 17 December 1985 338

40/477
40/442 World survey on the role of women in development. ...... 84 (I) I 19th 17 December 1985 333

40/443 Report of the Secretary-General on immediate measures in 4D/478
favour of the developing countries ................... 84 (m) I 19th 17 December 1985 338

40/444 Implementation of the Nairobi Programme of Action for the
Development and Utilization of New and Renewable
Sources of Energy ................................. 84 (n) I 19th 17 December 1985 338

40/445 International co-operation in the interrelated areas of money,
finance, debt, resource ftows, trade and development .... 84 I 19th 17 December 1985 133-1-20 338

40/446 Oosure of the Fund for the United Nations ReliefOperations
in Bangladesh and of the Trust Fund Programme for the
Republic of Zaire ................................. 85 (b) I20th 17 December 1985 339

40/447 Oosure of the Fund of the United Nations for the Develop-
ment of West Irian and of the United Nations Korean
Reconstruction Agency ............................ 85 (b) I20th 17 December 1985 339

40/448 Oosure of the United Nations Special Fund for Land-locked
Developing Countries

Decision A ...................................... 85 (b) I20th 17 December 1985 339

Decision B ..............................•....... 16 (a) I20th 17 December 1985 339

Decision C ...................................... 17 (I) I20th 17 December 1985 339

40/449 Report of the Secretary-General on the United Nations tech-
nical co-operation activities ......................... 85 (e) I20th 17 December 1985 339

40/450 Report of the Secretary-General on the liquidation of the
United Nations Emergency Operation Trust Fund and allo-
cation of the remaining balance .......•............. 85 (f) I20th I'l December 1985 339

40/451 United Nations Institute for Training and Research ....... 86 I20th 17 December 19~5 122-15-13 339

40/452 Special assistance to Bolivia .......................... 87 I20th 17 December 1985 339

40/453 Assistance to Uganda ............................ , ... 87 I20th 17 December 1985 339

40/454 Special programmes of economic assistance .............. 87 120tlt 17 December 1935 340

40/455 Standards of accommodation for air travel ..•........... 115 121st 18 December 1985 344

40/456 Use of experts, consultants and participants in ad hoc expert
groups .......................................... 115 121st 18 December 1985 345

40/457 Investments of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund 125 121st 18 December 1985 345

40/458 Report of the Economic and Social Council .............. 12 122nd 18 December 1985 332

40/459 Launching of global negotiations on international economic
co-operation for development ....................... 41 122nd 18 December 1985 332

40/46(\ Question of equitable representation on and increase in the
membership of the Security Council ..........•...•... 42 I22nd 18 December 1985 332

40/461 Celebration of the one-hundred-and-iiftieth anniversary of
the emancipation of slaves in the British Empire ....... 47 I22nd 18 December 1985 332

40/462 Report of the Economic and Social C<>'lDcil .............. 12 122nd 18 December 1985 345
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40/463 Agreement between the United Nations and the United
Nations Industrial Development Organization .......... 12 I22nd 18 December 1985 345

40/464 Scale ofassessments for the apportionment of the expenses of
the United Nations ................•.............. 122 122nd 18 December 1985 345

40/465 Feasibility of establishing a single administrative tribunal .. 119 (cl I22nd 18 December 1985 345

40/466 Job classification ofthe General Service and related categories
in New york .................................... 123 (cl I22nd 18 December 1985 345

40/467 Am"ndments to !he Staff Regulations of the United Nations 123 (cl I22r.;d 18 December 1985 345

40/468 Amendments to the Staff Rules ........................ 123 (cl I22nd 18 December 1985 345

40/469 Situation of General Service staff ...................... 123 (cl 122nd 18 December 1985 345

40/470 Suspension of the fortieth session ...................... 8 122nd 18 December 1985 332

40/471 Current financial crisis of the United Nations ............ ISO I3Ist 2 May 1986 345

40/472 Current financial crisis of the United Nations ............ ISO 132nd 9 May 1986 332

40/473 Intemational Conference on the Relationship between Dis-
armament and Development ........................ 69 (cl 133rd 20 June 1986 333

40/474 Intemational co-operation in the interrelated areas of money,
finance, debt, resource flows, trade and development .... 84 133rd 20 June 1986 340

40/475 Interrelated issues of money, finance, debt, resource flows.
trade and development ............................ 84 133rd 20 June 1986 340

40/476 Development and international economic co-operation .... 84 133rd 20 June 1986 340

40/477 Consideration of the inclusion of an item in the agenda of the
General Assembly ................................ 84 133rd 20 June 1986 340

4D/478 Periodicity of the sessions of the Commission on Trans-
national Corporations ............................. 12 133rd 20 June 1986 333
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