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INTRODUCTION 

1, The present annual report of the Economic Commission for Africa covers 
the period from 29 MSarch 1979 to 12 April 1980. It is submitted for considera
tion by the Economic and Social Council at its second regular session 1980, in 
accordance with paragraph 18 of the Commission's terms of reference. 

PART I 

1. ISSUES CALLING FOR ACTION BY THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL OR BROUGHT 
TO ITS ATTENTION 

2. At its 212th meeting held on 12 April 1980 the Conference of Ministers 
unanimously approved the following draft decision for submission to the Economic 
and Social Council for action: 

The Economic and Social Council,decides: 

3» (i) To take note of the report of the Economic Commission for Africa for 
the period 29 March 1979 to 12 April 1930 and of the recommendations and 
resolutions contained therein; 

(ii) To amend paragraph 18 of the terms of reference of the Commission by 
deleting the second sentence of that paragraph which should read as follows: 

"The Commission shall submit to the Economic and Social Council once a 
year a full report on its activities and plans, including those of its 
subsidiary bodies." 

n. WORK OF THE COMMISSION SINCE 29 MARCH 1979 

A* ACTIVITIES OF SUBSIDIARY BODIES 

During the period under review, the Commission organized meetings of the 
echnical Preparatory Committee of the Whole, the Joint Conference of African 

. nners, Statisticians and Demographers, the Follow-up Committee on Industrial
ization in Africa, the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts for Science and 
echnology Development and the Conference of African Ministers of Trade. A list 

° 'the meetings held by these bodies, together with further information concerning 
heir officers and their reports, is contained in the annex to the present report. 

B* OTHER ACTIVITIES 

The activities carried out under the Commission's programme of work for 
^"*1979, and in accordance with the relevant resolutions of the General 

,SSembly, the Economic and Social Council and the Conference of Ministers, are 
described below. 

dUTiculture 

During the period under review, the secretariat, as in the previous years, 
continued to focus on subregional and intergovernmental organizations in its 

empts at solving agricultural problems, and its activities have become more 
markedly action-oriented. 
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8. As a folioK-up of the Arusha resolution 4/78 of the tenth FAO Regional 
Conference of the African Ministers of Agriculture and the fifth ECA Conference 
of Ministers resolution 351 (XIV) the secretariat undertook the evaluation of 
the programmes and projects for development of intergovernmental organizations 
in Africa in order to assess their contribution to food production now and in 
the future- Their weaknesses and constraints were identified and guidelines 
for action proposed- it is expected that the document emanating from this 
exercise will be presented, to the eleventh Regional Conference of African 
Ministers of Agriculture, to the ECA sixth Conference of Ministers and to 
the Q\U Economic Summit of Heads of State© 

9» Regarding integrated rural development, the secretariat gave assistance 
to the Tanzania/Zambia Integrated Rural Development Project in setting up 
priorities and plans of action* The secretariat also took part in the 
preparatory' activity for the setting up of the Centre for Integrated Rural 
Development in Africa,, 

10e The secretariat participated in the preparation for the World Conference 
on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (WCARRD) which took place in July 1979» 
The secretariat reviewed the country papers, drafted and reviewed conference 
papers for the WCARRD. 

11. Work on the formulation an implementation of the project for the improve
ment and development of agricultural statistics institutions and services 
within the framework of the ECA MULFOCs is in progress# A study on the 
methodology of data collection from small holders was initiated in 1979 
field investigation is being carried out in Burundi, Rwanda, the United ep^ 
of Tanzania and Zambia. The secretariat, in collaboration with FAO, is a so 
monitoring the food and nutrition situation in the African region. 

12. The secretariat, in co-operation with FAO, has initiated studies to 
. , , , _• _ -r 4~ -*— — o-f thp small farmer, an 

the"FAO/UNIDO/ECA Forest Industries Advisory Group is continuing. 
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14. With regard to marketing, the secretariat is working on increasing food 
availability through waste reduction and improvement of the marketing systems 
in the Eastern and Southern Africa subregion. In this connexion, a subregional 
seminar is scheduled to be held in Addis Ababa in November 1980o The 
secretariat is also engaged in the collection of data in respect of agricultural 
marketing institutions and facilities# 

15. The secretariat, in collaboration with the FAO, conducted two training 
programmes in English and French in project formulation, analysis, execution, 
monitoring and evaluation for ECA staff,, 

Development planning, projects and policies 

16. During the year under review, the secretariat concentrated on the 
preparation of the Survey of Economic and Social Conditions in Africa 1978/l979» 
Part I of which consists of two sections. The first section covers such topics as the 
African development strategy during the Third United Nations Development Decade, 
the international economic situation, growth, domestic savings and fixed 
capital formation in developing Africa, agriculture, manufacturing, external 
trade and balance of payments, resource flows and external debt, monetary 
development and inflation,, The second section contains a special study on 
economic growth, employment, income distribution and mass poverty in the African 
developing countries. Part II of the Survey covers current economic develop— 
Rents and policies in the Individual countries of the ECA region, with 
^Phasis on the years 1978 and 1979c 

17. Work was also carried out on a preliminary paper reviewing the exchange 
control system in thirty-eight African countries; this is an introduction to 

e study of the sources, magnitude and mechanisms of foreign exchange 
eakages in African countries and their impact on the availability of develop

ment resources and an external debt accumulation,, The paper attempts to 
niefly review the exchange control systems, beginning with import control, 
0 lowed by export control, control over invisible payments and receipts and, 
mally} control on capital movements. 

iRnft ^ resPonse a specific request of the General Assembly resolution 
(XXX), a standard projection model was built for Africa. A preliminary 
forecast for eight African countries was presented at the Conference of 

(Clean Planners in December 1978 B Applying the recommendations of the 
th erence» the secretariat has developed several types of models adapted to 

e oharacteristics of various groups of countries such as the least developed 
co .r"!'es' oil-exporting countries, non-least developed and nonr-oil exporting 

r'fes» classified by income groups. Within the framework of this exercise, 
®e major quantitative studies have been prepared for the Conference of 

0^.rA^ai} i^ast Developed Countries and the first session of the Joint Conference 
dean Planners, Statisticians and Demographers. The papers are: "Quantit— 

e, 1Vte analysis of the problems and perspectives of the African Least Developed 
up ries in the framework of the Third United Nations Development Decade", 
and^r60^"^68 African region in the 1980s and policy implications", 

Comparative analysis of the projections made for developing African countries 
arious United Nations bodies". 
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19c The secretariat devoted much time to the preparation of the Conference on 
the problems and perspectives of African Least Developed Countries, In 
addition to the paper on comparative analysis of projections by United Nations 
bodies? the secretariat prepared the following papers: "Long-tern, development 
trends in the African least Developed Countries", "An assessment of the major 
sectors , ECA programme of work and priorities for 1980-198l for the African 
-cost developed countries: a note", "Issues for the consideration of the 
Conference: note by the ECA secretariat", 

20- ^ Within the framework of the subprogramme on financial, monetary and 
social issues, a study has been started on the role of national development 
banks as instruments of economic development0 This study is due for completion 
in 1980o 

Ecoricori e so—oporat:- en and integration 

21c Luring the year under review, the secretariat devoted a lot of energy to 
putting the LiULFOCs on a sound footings First, as a way of giving more 
responsibilities to the MULPOCs the secretariat issued directives defining 
their relationship with the divisions, and stressing the need for the latter 
to second staff to the MULPOCs® Following these guidelines, the MULPOCs, for 
the first time, became fully responsible for arrangements to convene meetings 
of their policy organs. The main MULFOO projects continued under the general 
guidance and supervision of the secretariat® 

22- Four Intergovernmental Negotiating Team (INT) meetings were held on the 
creation of the Preferential Trade Area (PTAj for the countries of Eastern and 
Southern Africa,, Curing the year, the INT was able to conclude negotiations 
of eight protocols while negotiations are in progress in respect of four 
protocols and the Draft Treaty on the establishment of the PTAo It is expec 
that the PTA would be established daring the second half of 1980® 

23< In other subrcgions, an attempt is being made to launch similar PTAs or 
other forms of economic integration appropriate to prevailing circumstances,^ 
In the Gisenyi-based f.ULPOC, two interdisciplinary missions concluded s™ial 

on the promotion of economic integration through harmonization of indUS^rk 

policies, customs arrangements and payments procedures within the ^ram®H,VLpoC, 
or the Economic Community of the Grc at lakes, Within the Yaounde- 't36 carried 
sectoral studies on industry, trade, agriculture and transport have e~ 
out, and the creation of an appropriate subregional clearing and PaY™ active 
systems, which takes the existence of UNECA into full account, is un iodic 
consideration. Hie Niamey-based IVULPCC published its first issue ol 1 
U a is ion bulletin and a directory of the West African intergovernmen fication 
organizations, and also undertook other activities including the 1 t£>wards 

of "the IGCtj1 training needs and inter-modal transport as a first s , work 

assisting the large number of West African IGOs in rationalizing mission 
program, For the Tangiers-based MILFOC, » of 
completed its report which should form the basis for the identxfi 
projects for economic co-operation and integration, 

—  4 —  



2i. The secretariat also undertook a number of activities in the field of 
economic and technical co-operations The year saw the establishment of the 
Inter-Divisional Committee on Economic and Technical Co-operation and the 
Intern-Divisional Committee on Afro-Arab Co-operation0 Under the auspices of 
the former, written contributions were made towards the preparation for the 
regional meeting on ECDC held in December 1979, the UNDP-sponsored Inter
governmental Meeting of African Experts on TCDC to be held in Nairobi in 
toy 1980, and the UNDP high-level meeting to be held in Geneva in June 1980. 

250 The secretariat continued to render legal services in connexion with the 
establishment of various new economic and technical co-operation organizations« 
The institutions serviced included the Regional Centre for Solar Energy, the 
East African Community Management Institute which has now become a subregional 
institute for the Eastern and Southern African States, the Regional Centre for 
Engineering and Design, the Association of Tax Administrators, and the African 
Rind for Industrial Development. T.ie secretariat's legal expertise was also 
used by ECOWAS in the preparation of a protocol on the free movement of 
persons within the ECGWAS countries, and in the revision of the protocol on 
the Fund for Co-operation, Compensation and Development0 

During the year under review, the secretariat serviced a meeting of 
oificials of Labour Ministries frc-m Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland at Maseru, 
kingdom of Lesotho, to consider the modalities for implementing the recommend
ations of the Lusaka Conference on migratory labouro The meeting recommended 
the creation of a Southern Africa Labour Commission which has since been 
established after the meeting of Ministers of Labour from the three countries 
at Gaborone in January 1980. 

27. There was also the establishment cf the Eastern and Southern Africa 
Transport and Communications Commission to be based in Maputo, Mozambique. 
It will co-ordinate plans and policies of the countries of the subregion, 
especially during the implementation of the United Nations Transport and 
Communications Decade for Africa,, On the basis of projects identified by the 
secretariat, the UNDP has given a grant of s?US 10 million for transport and 
communications projects in Southern Africas 

Educati nn f training and manpower 
pQ __ 

0 During ;he year under review, the secretariat concentrated on fostering 
e rationalization of national manpower training policy and the development of 

appropriate machinery for training co-ordination, the development of local 
raining and consultancy capability, the training of Africans in priority 

t.leids °f manpower requirements, training institution building and strengthening 
°ugh intra—African co-operation, studies in . manpower planning for the basic 

n 'istraes and in skills analysis, and, it promoted development—oriented 
rational freform and the use of non—formal education system in manpower 

development. 

and tha^ona^ "training workshops were organized in Botswana, Malawi and Togo, 
erc was the regional training workshop in Kenya for trainers, staff 

officers and training managers. At the December regional conference 
Da raanin6 development, African Governments were called upon to adopt the 

es Salaam recommendations on "the administration and co-ordination of 
raming" „ 
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30. The secretariat co-sponsored two conferences in Addis Ababa. The fir<rt 
an Interregional Conference on Distance Education was held in September W9 
in conjunction with the German Foundation for International Development and it 
focused on correspondence education and the open university system in democra
tizing education. The second was in conjunction with the Netherlands Government 
and issues such as training policy and training co-ordination, non-formal 
education in manpower development and intra-African co-operation in manpower 
development and utilization were considered. 

31. Two field studies to identify the existence and growth problems of 
indigenous consultants and explore the feasibility of co-operation among them 
were undertaken to North and Central African subregions. A similar mission 
to Eastern and Southern Africa resulted in EGA assisting indigenous consultants 
in organizing a meeting in November 1979 at which the Association of Eastern 
and Southern African Consultancy Organizations was formed. 

33. To encourage the localization of professional training and qualifications 
in different professions and vocations an evaluation study on the progress of 
localization and the effectiveness of administrative, legislative and 
institutional measures to achieve accelerated localization was undertaken in 
Ghana, Ivory Coast, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Kenya and the Sudan with the help of a 
consultant. Preliminary enquiry has also been initiated to determine interest 
in, and possible agenda for, a regional conference on the subject. 

33. During 1979 , various fellowship activities administered by the secretariat 
became effectively integrated into the Expanded Training and Fellowship 
Programme for Africa. In the operation of the programme in 1979, Libya, 
Morocco, and Egypt made substantial fellowship offers while Lesotho made a 
modest financial contribution. A total of 75 Africans received training 
awards under bilateral arrangements, 54 trainees benefitted from training 
fellowships of three months to 12 months duration under the ECA/Netherlan 
scheme, and more than 100 trainers participated in four to six weeks training 
workshops. 

34. With funds provided by USAID, a five-week study tour to Asia, Europe, 
Latin America and Africa was organized for three officials of African in e 
governmental organizations in the field of free trade and common mar^e 
arrangements. It was organized in collaboration with UNCTAD. 

35. Pursuant to Conference of Ministers resolution 348 (XTV) a lot of 
was devoted to meetings and follow-up work on the establishment o± blish_ 
Institute for Higher Technical Training and Research, Nairobi, t;ne lization 

ment of a North African Graduate Institute of Management, and the 
of the text of the agreement on the conversion of the East African 
Institute to serve the 17 States of the subregion. 

36. Studies were undertaken in respect of manpower for the ^ t 
+ h e  b r a i n  d r a i q  i n  N o r t h  A f r i c a ,  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t r a i n i n g  n e e d s ^  
African intergovernmental organizations, skills analysis and m for 
Accelerated training. By February 1980, the study on ma:the 
the metals industry was completed by a consultant, wha!Ie g ,pder 
engineering chemical, building materials and agro-food industries 

way. 
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37o The secretariat improved upon its performance in the area of public 
administration and management. A study on governmental structures, their 
relevance and effectiveness in ensuring improved performance and the challenges 
of development administration was initiated. Training and advisory missions 
i,-ere undertaken to Zambia, Lesotho, Ruanda, Somalia, Uganda, Mauritania, and 
Madagascar*, Workshops and seminars were organized in the United Republic of 
Tanzania, Rwanda, Togo, Lesotho and Uganda. At a regional conference and 
workshop on tar policy and administration which was held in Addis Ababa in 
June 1979, an Association of African Tax Administrators was formed. 

Human settlements 

38. Ebring the period under reviewj the secretariat presented to, and obtained, 
the approval of the Conference of Ministers held in Rabat, Morocco, the report 
containing recommendations and resolutions adopted by the first session of the 
Intergovernmental Regional Committee on Human Settlements held in Addis Ababa 
from 2 to 6 October 1978. The Conference of Ministers adopted resolution 
358 (XIV) which consolidated all the four resolutions of the Intergovernmental 
Regional Committee on Human Settlements. 

39, The secretariat was successful in mobilizing resources under bilateral 
technical co-operation arrangements and fielded three experts on human 
settlements in the Lusaka and Niamey-based MULPOCs. The secretariat was also 
able to recruit a Regional Adviser on Co-operative and Self-help Housing under 
bilateral financial agreement. 

40r A staff member of the Housing, Construction and Physical Planning Section 
visited seven countries to advise and assist governments in setting up national 
human settlements advisory committees or similar machinery. 

Alo An ECA four—man team was sent to enquire about the implementation 
requirements of the African Regional Centre for Engineering Design and 
Manufacturing. 

43. At the subregional level, the secretariat, through its Niamey-based MULPOC 
•established contacts and liaison arrangements with the human settlements 
departments of the member States and economic grouping organizations in the 
•subregion. An expert on human settlements has been at the Niamey-based I.XJLPOC 
since August 1979. In the field of assistance to governments and organizations 
the expert participated in the updating of the city master-plan of Dakar 
(Senegal) and the definition of a national policy on economic housing with the 
promotion of the use of local building materials for the Ministry of Planning 
°f Ghana. The expert also took part in the elaboration of assistance project 
°p OMVS within the framework of the moving and resettlement of the 
28 villages affected by the Manantali Dam, the preparation of a regional 
Programme of assistance to the nomad populations in the Sahelian countries 
affected by drought, as well as the report on the regional situation and the 
Problems of human settlements with an evaluation of the execution of the 
resolutions of the human settlements commission for the forthcoming Conference 
of Ministers of the MJLPOC, 



43. As for the Lusaka-based MULPOC, the exoert on 0^1 

i:tr^°r°hG* to governments aTSgLi^atioi 
the MULPOC arranged with Habitat, Nairobi on human settlements traiS^ ' 
programmes for Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland, and developed an operational 
programme for training settlement planners in the less industrialized countries 

!» a p^rspective on the Eastern and Southern subregions, A workshop was 
conducted at UNEP, Nairobi, on the city environment management, 

bAo In the area of efficient resource development and utilization an adviser 
was recruited by mid-June 1S79 and has so far participated in a UNESCO seminar 
on low-cost housing at Lome, Togo, in June 19799 and with the Chief of Section 
at a preliminary meeting of the "Shelter Afrique" within the African Develop
ment Banic at Abidjan in June 1979o He has invited all member States to nominate 
a permanent correspondent in charge of housing,. The adviser undertook a field 
mission to ten member States with the aim of identifying such urban housing 
projects where the secretariat's contribution is called for, invited research 
laboratories in selected countries to study maintenance aspects in connexion 
with local building materials, advised the UNCHS (Habitat) on matters relating 
to building codes and regulations for the region and prepared working papers 
for the seminar on building codes and regulations for developing countries at 
which he represented the secretariat in March 1980, 

45a With regard to building materials and construction industries development, 
the secretariat undertook missions to Egypt, Gambia, Guinea Bissau, Mali, 
Nigeria and Senegal for discussions with the governments and to identify needs 
and gaps with reference to existing and planned facilities as well as national 
prioritieso An Experts Group Meeting on building materials and construction 
industries was organized to identify programme needs „ This meeting facilitated 
the preparation of a full-scale project document for the development of the 
various components of the subsector, and it has been approved by UNDP, 

460 Two project documents on specific aspects of building materials produc
tion were prepared, and bilateral assistance has since been arranged with the 
Government of Indian A project document was prepared on the current status o 
building and building materials research facilities in the African region an 
the modalities of improving the situation} another one was prepared on the 
formation of a Development Council for the promotion of building materia 
construction industries development in the countries of the Great Lakes °h° 
Community,, 

47o The secretariat participated in two meetings of the centre for 
Development at Douala and Addis Ababa and in a subregional seminar at Da ^ 
at order to promote, the EGA proposals for the development of this subsecr 
the basis of institutional co-operation. 

48„ In orde- to set up regional co-operation with agencies and institutions 
both within and outside the United Nations system, the secretariat ha ^ 
discussions with SMUH in Paris on regional programme concernang doc ^ 
and building materials development programme, and with the Pan Airi .. on 
for Development in R.ca on eo-operation in the field of research_andstud 
African human settlements problems. The secretariat 
its co-operation tith UNCUS (Habitat) for uhich it acted as agent in 
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identification and recruitment of consultants who wrote documents for the 
Third Session of the Human Settlements Commission to be held at Mexico in 
May 1980» 

Industrial development 

49o During the period under review, the preparatory activities including the 
preparation of basic documents for the convening of the Regional Symposium on 
Industrial Policies and Strategies for Internally Self-Sustaining Development 
and Collective Self-Reliance during the period 1978-2000 were completed. The 
Symposium was held in Nairobi, Kenya, from 11 to 18 September 1979 under the 
joint sponsorship of ECA, QAU and UNIDO, and some additional inputs were 
provided by UNDP. 

50o The Symposium examined the basic documents and came up with a report 
which contained recommendations for follow-up action. The report was later 
submitted to the fifth Conference of African Ministers of Industry held in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 17 to 20 October 1979, which endorsed all the 
recommendations put forward at the Symposium. In view of the importance of 
these recommendations, the Conference requested ECA, OAU, UNIDO and other 
relevant organizations to take steps to assess the full implications of the 
symposium report with a view to determining and formulating basic priority 
programmes of action as a follow—up to the Symposium. 

51. On the basis of guidelines provided by the secretariat, eighteen member 
States reviewed their recent industrial policies and submitted their findings 
at the Symposium. 

52. By January 1979, an exploratory field mission had been mounted in respect 
of the establishment of the African Industrial Development Rind (A3DF), and a 
mission report prepared and submitted to the ECA secretariat. Consistent with 
the plan to set up' the AIDF, an expert group meeting was held in Addis Ababa 
from 26 to 30 April 1979. This meeting examined the report and the proposed 
constitution for the AIDF. The meeting adopted the two documents after 
recommending a few amendments to them. 

53. The sixth meeting of the Follow-up Committee on Industrialization in 
Africa considered the report of the experts meeting and recommended the draft 
constitution to African Plenipotentiaries meeting in Addis Ababa from 15 to 
16 October 1979 fo'r approval and signing. The fifth Conference of African 
Ministers of Industry meeting in Addis Ababa from 17 to 20 October 1979 _ 
requested, in its resolution 8(v), ECA and ADB secretariats to co-operate in 
further implementation of the project. 

54o The meeting of African Plenipotentiaries and the Council of the African 
Regional Centre for Engineering Design and Manufacturing were held at Cotonou, 
Benin, from 4 to 5 April 1979. The meetings adopted and signed 
Constitution of the Centre which brought it into existence, and decided that 
the Centre be located in Ibadan, Nigeria. In May 1979, a three-man mission 
visited India with a view to obtaining technical assistance for the Centre. 
An agreement with the Host Government in respect of facilities provi e or e 
^ of the Centre was signed in July 1979. The first Executive Board meeting 
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fn 1 Qfin T ? in Ibadan> Nigeriaj from 29 "to 30 October 1979. Early 
1980, an exploratory mission consisting of a team of experts toured a 

selected number of countries in North America and Western Europe to survey 
the market for supplies of equipment and facilities that might be needed for 
the operations of the Centre. 

55. _ Following the missions undertaken in 1978 in sectors given priority by the 
African Ministers of Industry, six country reports, one subregional and one 
regional report and one project document were comnleted. A Task Force was 
organized in November 1979 to examine critically the findings and recommendations 
of the missions. It prepared its own report. This was followed by the First 
ECA/UNIDO Meeting of Experts on Chemicals which was held from 26 November to 
1 December 1979 in Addis Ababa. 

56. The meeting made a number of institutional recommendations and project 
proposals at national, subregional and regional levels. These included 
promotion of regional and subregional projects through the creation of multi
national industrial enterprises; carrying out 16 pre-investment studies on 
fertilizers, pesticides, basic chemicals, pharmaceuticals and petrochemicals; 
implementation of all project activities contained in the draft project 
document discussed at the meeting. 

57- The first ECA/UNIDO Meeting of Experts on Metals and Engineering was 
convened in Addis Ababa from 3 "to 8 December 1979* The following are among 
the recommendations made by the experts: creation of development corporations; 
promotion and implementation of a number of project ideas for the manufacture 
of iron and steel products, brass, bronze, refractories, electrodes, components, 
spare parts, agricultural machinery and equipment. 

58. As an immediate follow—up to the chemical and metal engineering experts 
meetings, work on the preparation of project descriptions/profiles on the 
project ideas recommended by both meetings was started. 

59. The Advisory Group's pre-project and preparatory assistance work ended in 
Mey 1979 with the signing of the Project Document. The three-year (1979—1^ > 
project: "FAO/ECA Advisory Group on Food and Agricultural Industries Deve °P-
ment in Africa" (FAIAG) is being financed by the UNDP, with FAO as the 
executing agency in collaboration with ECA and UWIDO. The fifth Con - r 
African Ministers of Industry in October 1979 adopted a resolution calii 
a feasibility study on the establishment of two Regional^Development ana 
Training Centres on "composite flour" programmes. This is being acted 
the Advisory Group. 

60. The second phase of the UNDP financed project on forest indu^ri^f 
ment being executed by FAO through the FAO/ECA Forest Industries Advisory_^ 
Group (FIAG) was initiated in April 1979- Missions were ' + iea training 
countries of the region and a questionnaire survey on forest ind ^ waS 

and education as well as on secondary wood working industries 
started. 

61. The first steps were taken to implement a major su*jey of region due 
future timber and forest products consumption m the centre Afn 
to be completed in 1984. 
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62* Generally, UNDF has assisted ECA in all the major projects and programme 
particularly by making preparatory funding available* 

International trade and finance 

63i During the year Under review, the development of intra—African trade 
vas given priority in the ECA vork programme, in compliance vith the ECA Rabat 
Conference of Ministers' resolution of March 1979 on the promotion of intra— 
African trade* The ECA Council of Ministers' resolution emphasized, in 
particular, the need for increasing intra-African trade from 4 to 8 per cent 
within the next decade* Accordingly, ECA endeavoured, during the year, to 
provide substantial assistance to member States in their effort at promoting 
subregional trade* 

64, At the intra—African trade level, activities of the secretariat included 
the preparation of a Draft Programme of Action for intra—African trade expansion 
which was submitted to the African Officials1 and Trade Ministers' meeting held 
at Addis Ababa from 10 to 16, and 17 to 22 March 1980 respectively, with a 
view to subsequent consideration and approval by the African Economic Summit in 
Lagos at the end of April 1980* In addition, studies were carried out on the 
identification of raw material inputs for basic industries* Another study 
examined the possible establishment of an African regional organization of 
producers/exporters and importers/distributors of selected commodities* 

65* In Eastern and Southern Africa, extensive assistance has been provided 
for the establishment of Preferential Trade Area (PTA)* The Intergovernmental 
Negotiating Team (INT) held three meetings in Luanda (Angola/,Addis Ababa, 
(Ethiopia) and Gaborone (Botswana) during the year* It has so far examined a 
number of protocols including those related to clearing and payments arrange
ments, co-operation on agricultural and industrial policies, rules of origin, 
transit trade and transit facilities, transport and communications, products 
to be traded within the PTA, standardization and quality of goods to be 
traded within the PTA* 

66* Another INT meeting will be held from 25 May to 5 June 1980 in order to 
review and finalize all the draft protocols as well as the draft treaty that 
were discussed at previous meetings* These will later be presented to the 
second Extraordinary Meeting of the Ministers of Trade, Finance and Planning 
scheduled to be held in August 1980* 

fp*. With regard to the countries of the Gisenyi-based MULPOC, a number of 
Hm1C s*Uc*ies were completed and submitted to the experts-* meeting of the 

early in January 1980* The recommendations on customs co-operation and 
arraonization of industrial policy were adopted;, 

68 T • In the case of the Yaounde-based MULPOC, a number of studies designed to 
expand trade and monetary co-operation among member countries have also been 

raPleted and submitted to an extraordinary meeting of experts* Most of the 
ecommendations contained in these studies were adopted* 
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69« As co-ordinator of the ECOWAS trade, customs and monetary affairs project, 
ECA participated in a number of meetings organized by ECOWAS on trade and other 
related matters-

70-, Following the adoption of a programme for the expansion of trade and 
monetary co-operation by the North African MULPCC meeting of plenipotentiaries ™ J? H ^ *IarC\ ̂  ECA is currently undertaking basic studies on trade 
promotion and other reiated infrastructural fields such as agricultural and 
industrial development, transport and clearing and payments co-operation* 

71o As far as intra-African finance is concerned, the secretariat continued 
to give assistance to the West African Clearing House, the Association of 
African Central Banks (AACB) and the African Centre for Monetary Studies not 
only in undertaking the necessary support studies but also in improving or 
facilitating the smooth running of these institutions. ECA handed over the 
AACB secretariat to the African Centre for Monetary Studies in September 1979» 

72. Activities in the field of economic co-operation among developing countries 
in the period under review included, apart from the preparation of studies, the 
paid:icipation by the secretariat in a number of regional and interregional 
activities. Most of the activities were carried out in close collaboration 
with other regional commissions, the QAU and UNCTAD. Emphasis was laid on 
elaborating certain long—term and medium—term objectives within the context of 
collective self—reliance among developing countries. 

73o The secretariat was also actively involved in servicing African regional 
meetings, in preparation for and during UNCTAD V, the meeting of the Co-ordin
ation Committee on Multilateral Payments Arrangements and Monetary Co-operation 
among Developing Countries and the Joint OAU/ECA/UNCTAD African Regional 
Meeting held in Addis Ababa from 7 to 18 December 1979 in preparation for the 
interregional meeting of Group of 77 on economic co-operation among developing 
countri es n 

74O During the period under review, the secretariat undertook to prepare a 
project document on Afro—Arab co-operation at the request of BADEA, pursuan 
to the Declaration and Programme of Potion of the Afro-Arab Summit and as 
recommended in ECA resolution 304 (XIl). 

75. In co-operation with QAU, the secretariat organized and serviced 
sixth Conference of African Ministerr of Trade which was held at Add tariat 
from 17 to 22 March 1980o Within the framework of this meeting, the s 
prepared a document on the contributions of international negotiations .ng 

African development,, The document reviews some of the most import an flnd 

international economic negotiations involving the countries of the reg 
attempts to assess what the African countries gain from these treaties. 

760 With regard to the Tokyo round multilateral negotiations, the ^ecretar ^ 
eave technical assistance to member States and undertook the pu 0f the 
information bulletin on the progress of the negotiations. .An countries 
results of these negotiations and their implications for the 
was also undertaken. 
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77# In the area of transnational corporations, the secretariat carried out 
certain studies as part of an interregional project with ECLA, ESCAP and ECNA# 
Ihese included the following: "The impact of TNCs in the aluminium industry 
in Ghana", "Activities of TNCs in the cocoa industry in Ghana", "Production 
and marketing of coffee in Burundi"# Other studies dealt with the bauxite 
industry in Sierra Leone, the textile industry in the United Republic of 
Tanzania, the copper industry in Zaire and primary products in Africa in general. 

78, Furthermore, the secretariat has finalized a paper on TNCs and the 
excessive outflow of financial resources from the developing African countries, 
as well as a paper outlining the major issues raised by the structure and 
operations of transnational corporations in Africa# The secretariat has also 
completed methodology papers for studies in the following areas: the impact of 
TNCs on the balance of payments of African countries, the role of TNCs in the 
present stage of African regional economic co-operation# These studies will 
be carried out in 1980# 

79# The secretariat has been following closely the studies and negotiations 
being currently undertaken within the United Nations system towards the adoption 
of an international drafts of two technical papers on (a) the formulation and 
implementation of the proposed United Nations code of oonduct on transnational 
corporations» main areas of concern to Africa, and (b) major issues in the 
income taxation of transnational corporations• 

Energy 

80» Hiring the period under review, activities were concentrated on encouraging 
exploration, systematic planning and optimum development of energy resources 
in Africa, promoting multinational co-operation in their exploitation and use 
33 well as co-ordination of development policies# 

®1» With regard to the development of conventional energy resources in Africa, 
the preparatory stage of the project "Assistance in the formulation of energy 
P°licies, in the evaluation, development, exploitation and use of energy 
Sources and technical co-operation" was completed, 

• Ihe secretariat carried out preparatory work for the establishment of 
3 Standing Committee for Energy in North Africa and for the working out of a 

ument on the present status of energy resources in North African States# 

®3# Preparatory activities on a study for the establishment of one African 
Pe Poleum organization to co-ordinate policies in the field of hydrocarbons 
were undertaken, 
Ol 
is' ^ar 23 development of electrical energy and rural electrification 
on ernec*> a survey was conducted on the possibilities for the manufacture, 

a multinational basis, of electrical components in East African countries# 
study was also carried out on the standardization of electrical equipments 

African countries, 

85 
*'ith regard to the development of non-conventional sources of energy, 

^nd ffCre^ar:''a^ organized an exhibition on solar energy equipment in Rabat 
, ere was briefing on solar energy techniques# A solar energy seminar 

convened in Niger# The secretariat continued to give advisory services, 
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on request,. to Ethiopia, Somalia, Mauritius and Lesotho on the development 
and utilization of solar, wind and biogas energy. A study was done on the 
establishment of a regional solar energy centre for Africa for the co
ordination of solar energy activities. Assistance was also given in training 
researchers, engineers and technicians in this field. A demonstration centre 
of solar, wind and biogas energy utilization was established in the ECA 
secretariat with a view to promoting the development and use of renewable 
sources of energy in Africa. 

Uater resources 

86. During the year under review, advisory services were provided to the 
Governments of Sudan and Ethiopia on the environmental impact of water 
development projects, particularly on the prevention and control of water-
related diseases following the development of irrigation systems and man-made 
lakes. 

87. Pursuant to resolution 339 (XIV) of the ECA Conference of Ministers, 
preparations were concluded and invitations sent to member Governments and 
organizations to participate at a regional meeting on problems and needs of 
Africa in community water supply and sanitation from 4 to 8 August I98O. 

88. As a follow—up to the Mar del Plata Plan, a consultancy mission was 
organized in March 1979 to visit eight African countries and collect data on 
the basis of a questionnaire that was circulated for information on integrated 
development and management of water resources. A report on the status of 
implementation and on the analysis of the questionnaire was submitted by the 
consultant in April 1979* 

89. A project document for a seminar and study tour in the USSR on the 
problems of water development in arid zones was prepared for submission to 
UNDP. The aim of the project is to acquaint participants from African countries 
with all aspects of the development and management of uater resources that can 
suitably be adapted to the needs of the arid countries in Africa. 

90. A project document for a study tour to the Mekong Valley, the Baikul in 
the USSR, the Damondu River Valley in India, the Canadian Great Lakes and. e 
Tennessee Valley Authority on integrated development and management of water 
resources on national and international river/lake basins was prepared for 
submission to UNDP. The aim is to broaden participants' awareness of the 
constitutional, organizational, managerial and technical aspects of river 
basin development, and give them an insight into planning and programming 
techniques with a view to promoting joint action by riparian States sharing 
common river/lake basins. 
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91. The secretariat submitted, e. project document on the titter resources 
development of the Lake Tanganyika basin for financing under the United Nations 
Trust Fund for Africa, The project is aimed at achieving an integrated land 
and mter resources development of the Lake Tanganyika basin as well as the 
control and regulation of the lakes for the beneficial use of the riparian 
States. 

92. The secretariat launched the implementation of phase I of the project 
:,Land and T'ater Resources Survey for irri.gc.tion in. Africa/' in January 198O 
with financial assistance from the Government of the Netherlands. Phase I should 
bo completed by the end of June I98O. The objectives of the project are to 
assess available data, and information'on existing and potential irrigation 
schemes, to assist the countries in the region in the identification, planning;, 
improvement and rationalization of irrigation projects, to assist in strenghen-
ing the national irrigation services, to promote an exchange of information 
and encourage co-operation among states sharing common water resources, 

93. A project, "Planning and development of hydrometeorological networks 
and related services in Africa" which is financed by UNDP and to be implemented 
by WHO in co-operation with ECA was approved in December 1979* The objective 
of this project is to promote the assessment of hydrometeorological data for 
the development of water resources in the region, 

geography 

94. During the period under review, the secretariat continued to pursue, 
lith increased vigour, the task of strengthening the two Piegional Centres 
it had set up. In respect of the Regional Centre for Training in Aerial 
survey at lie—Ife, Nigeria, the secretariat continued to look for means to 
enable the Centre to embark on its programme of curriculum and physical develop-
®ent. ECA. urged African countries, especially in the 'lest African subregion, 

support the Centre by becoming participating members. At the same time, 
iks secretariat continued with efforts a.t obtaining technical assistance for 

e Centre by way of teaching staff. as well as fellowships for African 
indents to train at the Centre, 

95 
' invited all Governments in the Central, Northern and Western 
regions to send representatives to attend the 13th meeting of the Governing 

^ouncii scheduled to take pla.ee at the Centre in April I98O. • The purpose is 
^overnments to see for themselves the facilities at the Centre, 

e first-hand information on its role and thus enable them to decide 
their future participation in the Centre, In spite ef the problems 

0 ^ r°nting the Centre, it ho.s continued to render valuable services not 
y to cartographic institutions of the member Stales but to others from 
over the region. 
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Kenya entered 1979 +T Services m Surveying and Mapping at Nairobi, 
fn ^ r + L V ^ serious financial problems. The situation was due 
to the fact that member States did not participate actively in running the 
Centre, and was made worse by the lack of an effective accounting 
system. ECA seconded a member of its staff to the Centre to reorganize the 
accounting system. So far, the Centre has not done much by way of 
implementing its programme of activities and the inactivity of member States 
has not encouraged would-be donors of equipment to the Centre. The Governing 
Council therefore sent out a mission headed by ECA to visit and elicit support 
from the countries of the subregion,namely: Botswana, Ethiopia, Kenya, Lesotho, 
Maiawi, Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania and Zambia. The mission had 
discussions with government officials during which it highlighted the needs 
of the Centre, the importance of their countries' participation and the benefits 
to be derived from participation. The mission could be said to have been 
successful since some countries have now paid their dues. All the same, much 
remains to be done. 

97• The Fourth United Nations Regional Cartographic Conference for Africa 
was held at Abidjan, Ivory Coast^ in November 1979. The conference was attanded 
by 23 full and associate members of ECA, nine observer governments and eight 
international organizations. The report of the Conference will be put before 
the ECA Conference of Ministers in April 19o0. The Conference called for 
closer co-operation between the ECA secretariat and the African Association 
of cartography in the interest of member States. The Conference also asked 
ECA and AAC to convene a meeting to be attended by the African Association 
for Geodesy in Africa, the African Remote Sensing Council and the Scientific, 
Technical and Research Commission of the Organization of African Unity (OAU/ 
STRC) with a view to examining the poor working relationship between the ECA 
and AAC and whose consequences were inimical to the interest of the African 
Governments. The meeting took place at Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania, 
during the Third Council Meeting of the AAC. At the end of the meeting, cox 
organizations drew up joint programmes and established areas in which each vou 
assist the other. 

98. The Map Documentation and Reference Centre received only 285 maps, c h a r t s  
and other cartographic publications during the reporting period. This num er 
falls short of expectation in the light of the volume of previous collec 1 r 

and considering the fact that many countries have increased the volume 0 
publication. The secretariat has male a renewed appeal to African j 
in this respect, the November 1979 Cartographic Conference repeated e t0 

and also asked the ECA secretariat to provide a budget in order to ena 
purchase expensive maps, atlases and gazetteers which might be difficu 
obtain free of charge. UDRC published three addenda to the catalogue 
and issued them to its correspondents both within and outside Africa. 

99. The unit received a request from the Organization of African Uni y^ 
supply cartographic documents such as post-conference papers and rep of 

other publications for its newly established documentation centre. 
what was available in the unit was sent to the OAU. 
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ICO. The cartographic inventory for Africa project which was heing financed 
by a grant from the Government of Canada^ceased to receive financial support 
at the end of March I98O. The expert carrying out the inventory attended 
the Rabat Conference and exhibited one of the atlases completed. 

101. The unit prepared 135 drawings for 95 maps. Host of the maps prepared 
were for exhibitions, especially the exhibition at Rabat during the Conference 
of Ministers as well as other smaller ones at the ECA secretariat. A total 
of 2,210 map sheets were issued to United Nations staff, organizations in 
Addis Ababa and universities in Europe and America. 

102. During the year under review, co-operation was established between the 
ECA secretariat and the African Association of Cartography in studying the 
ways and means of establishing a training centre in the Congo. 

| 103. Within the framework of the fifth ECA Conference of Ministers, an 
! exhibition in the field of remote sensing was staged in which Kenya, Mali, 

Upper Volta, Zaire, the Sudan and Morocco as well as technical agencies from 
developed countries>participated. Since the exhibition many African 
countries have decided to go remote sensing. 

104. A four-party mission for evaluating the activities of the Ouagadougou 
Regional Remote Sensing Centre was undertaken in June 1979- The mission comprised 
the United States, Canada, France and ECA. In its report, the mission proposed the 
extension of Phase I of the project for one year before proceeding to Phase 11^ 
which is the establishment of receiving stations in Africa. 

Mineral resources 

105. During the period under review, the secretariat continued to promote the 
increased participation of the countries of the subregion in the East African 
uneral Resources Development Centre and to assist the Centre to consolidate. 

106. The Council of Ministers of MULPOC for Eastern and Southern African 
^ ates meeting in Gaborone in January 1930 recommended full political and 
•a erial support for the- Centre following the progress report submitted on it 
b" +^0 secre"''aria-f • The Council of Ministers endorsed the recommendation made 

Mp Governing Council of the Centre to charge the name of the institution 
eastern and Southern .African Mineral Resources Development Centre (ESAMRDC)". 

ot ls exPected that besides Kenya and Uganda, which joined the Centre early in 1980, 
coun"':ries of the subregion would become full participating members during 

107. mvid 4- • J. Unit a se°retariat convened an intergovernmental meeting of experts in Yaounde, 
_^ePublic of Cameroon, late in 1979 at which it was agreed to establish a 

egional mineral resources development centre for central Africa. 
108 T 
0j> ,* regard to the Regional Conference on the Development and Utilization 
^unt^1^ ^esources in Africa, the secretariat organized missions to the 

ries of the region to brief Governments on the objectives of the conference 
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and ensure their active participation. Data and information were also collected 
for the preparation of "basic documents for the Conference, It has been agreed 
that the Government of the United Republic of Tanzania will host the conference 
in Arusha during the early part of October 1930. 

109. A survey report on mining legislation in African countries has been 
prepared by a consultant and a critical appraisal on the institutional and 
organizational structure of geological and mining activities in African 
countries is being finalized by a staff member of the Mineral Resources Unit. 

110. Commodity papers on African mineral raw materials such as iron ore, 
manganese, chrome, nickel, ferro-alloys, copper, lead, tin, zinc and aluminium 
have been finalized and are ready for reproduction; draft commodity papers on 
phosphate rocks and potash in Africa are being updated. Arrangements were 
made for the compilation and dissemination of the available regional maps 
concerning the geology and the mineral deposits of Africa. 

Population 

111. During the period Ilarch 1979 to March 1980 the secretariat continued its 
work aimed at creating within the region an increased awareness of the 
implications of population trends in social and economic development. The 
secretariat also continued its assistance to countries in the region and 
undertook various assignments particularly in the analysis of demographic data. 
Assistance was given to the Governments of Mauritius, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, 
Malawi, Somalia, Burundi, Rwanda, Zaire, Djibouti, Guinea, and Algeria. The 
assistance being given jointly to the Nigerian Government by the Regional Institute 
for Population Studies and ECA resumed during the year. It is expected that the 
report would be completed and presented to the Government of Nigeria by the 
middle of I98O. 

IIP. Exploratory missions were undertaken to the Ivory Coast, Senegal, Guinea, the 
United Republic of Cameroon and the Congo to ascertain the type of assistance that 
the secretariat might give to these countries, especially in the analysis of demogra? 
data. There were Population Needs Assessment missions to Somalia and Ethiopia. 
staff member undertook a mission to the United Republic of Tanzania as a member 
of a team of experts. The purpose of the mission was to analyse demographic 
data for the Dodoraa region, identify gaps in the data-base needed for planning 
and prepare a two-year project request from the Government to UNFPA. 

113. During the period under review, the secretariat undertook a number of ^ 
research projects and studies. The following studies were completed: "A^ stu y <c 

some indirect mortality estimates for the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, theUnite 
of Tanzania and Kenya", "A study of fertility differentials in Africa .^and 
analysis of fertility data from the 1972 population census of Mauritius . 

114. As part of the work on the micro and macro case studies project, the cas . 
studies on the interrelationship between population factors and so c io-economi ^ 
development in Kenya and the Ivory Coast were published during the year• g 
regular publications of the Population Division were produced_ as planned. 
African Population Nei:sletter and the African Population Studies Series 
were issued while new editions of the Demographic Handbook for Africa an ^ 
African Directory of Demographers were also published during th« pen 

review. 
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115. One notable activity during the year Has the reorganization of the 
Population Division Documentation Unit. A consultant was engaged who, with 
the assistance of a staff member from the United Nations Population Division, 
New York, reorganized the unit and set up a system of continuous indexing and 
cataloguing for the unit. In order to improve the services rendered by this 
Unit, a new project document has been submitted to UNFPA on the expansion and 
improvement of the Unit to enable the secretariat to assume the role the 
Conference of African Demographers envisaged for it in this field, as expressed 
in resolution 366 (XIV) of the Conference of Ministers. 

116. In the area of training, the two United Nations sponsorod regional training 
institutes, the Institut de formation et de recherche demographiques (IFCRD) 
at Yaounde and the Regional Institute for Population Studies ^RIPS) at Accra 
were decentralized from Headquarters to ECA :dth effect from January 1980. 
This now makes the Commission fully responsible for the administration of the 
two institutes. 

117. The secretariat planned and organized meetings, conferences and seminars. 
The following are the major ones organized or co-sponsored by ECA: the expert 
group meeting on fertility and mortality levels, patterns and trends in Africa 
and their policy implications, Monrovia, Liberia, 26 November to 2 December 1979» 
the national seminar on population and development planning in the United Republic 

Tanzania, Arusha, 18 to 24 February I98O; and tjie national seminar on population 
and development planning in Guinea, Conakry. 

Science and technology 

118. The secretariat continued to play its role in the preparatory activities 
for the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Development. 
At the regional level, the secretariat organized two meetings of African 
experts in Lome, Togo, and Mbabane, Swaziland at which efforts were made to 
formulate and adopt an African position with regard to the various questions 
planned for consideration by UNCSTD. In addition, there were missions to a 
number of African countries to assist with their UNCSTD preparations. The 
secretariat participated in the fourth and fifth sessions of the Preparatory 
Committee for UNCSTD held in April and June 1979 respectively. Throughout 
fhese sessions, the secretariat played a significant role in ensuring the 
emergence of the African position and its incorporation in the main Conference 
document. 

dl9. The secretariat took part in the United Nations Conference on Science 
Technology for Development in Vienna, Austria, from 20 to 31 August 1979* 

The secretariat.later organized a meeting of the African Intergovernmental 
ommittee of Experts for Science and Technology Development in March I98O to 

°U^ an African programme of action in science and technology during the 
9o0s based on the secretariat's detailed proposals. 

1 or\ 
• The secretariat continued to act as interim secretariat of the African 

ogional Centre for Technology up to January I98O when the Executive Director 
dhe Centre took up appointment. Consultations were held with UNIDO and FAO 

°n P°3sible assistance to the Centre in the formulation of its work programme. 

1 PI / " * The ECA secretariat and the World Intellectual Property Organization 
p 80) continued to play the role of interim secretariat for the Industrial 
•roPerty Organization for English-speaking Africa (ESARIP0). The secretariat 
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participated m a mission to countries in the East and West African subregions 

wSh it0 Pr!rte, SUpport for the newly established ESARIPO, and to discuss 
with national experts the detailed structure and functions of the Patent Donatio* 

Informatx°n Centre of the organization. From 1^ to 21 December " 
1979, the secretariat organized the meeting of the Council of ESARIPO which 
approved the report of the mission as well as the recommendations on the 
establishment of the Patent Documentation and Information Centre. 

122. EC A, in collaboration with UNESCO, completed details for the joint 
implementation of a UNDP Preparatory Assistance Project for the Development of 
Marine Science and Technology in Africa. A project co— ordinator was recruited 
and he assumed office in January 1980, Preparations were completed for 
convening in May 1980 the working group which will elaborate the terms of 
reference for the EC A/UNESCO field missions. The missions will visit maritime 
States in East and 'lest Africa starting June 1980 to make an up-to-date 
inventory of human resources and facilities for marine science and technology 
and ascertain the needs and priorities in this area as a basis for a long-
term programme to be decided upon by the Governments concerned early in 1981. 

123. The secretariat elaborated a project proposed for a USSR—assisted seminar 
programme scheduled for 1981 to enable African planners and policy-makers to 
consider Ways and means of building up or strengthening national machinery 
and capabilities in the areas of technology policy and planning. 

124. A seminar on technology policy research organized Jointly with the 
International Development Research Centre took place at the University of Ife, 
Nigeria, from 3 to 6 December 1979* The seminar was a follow-up to similar 
activities in 1973 and 1977 which were aimed at promoting the establishment 
of technology policy studies programmes in the African region. The meeting 
further stressed the importance of technology policy research,especially in 
view of the prominence accorded to technology policy and planning in third vor 
countries at UNCSTD. 

125* The secretariat participated in a meeting of Regional Appropriate 
Technology co-ordinators held in Lusaka, Zambia, from 25 to 29 June 1979 
under the sponsorship of the Commonwealth secretariat. The meeting wasa 
up to the one held in Arusha in 1977, it reviewed progress in the establis 
of National Appropriate Technology Committees and in the developmen . 0 fl 
technologies for rural areas, A plan for implementing intercountry ac 1 
in the field of rural technology was agreed upon. 

Social development 

126. During the year under review, the African Centre for Applied Res< 
Training in Social Development was established and officially in^^G joint 
Tripoli on 17 January 1980. An expert group meeting was held ider 

auspices of EGA and OAU at Tripoli from Jo to 21 January 19 — budgetarj 
and advise on the Centre's activities, ana to make suggestions f 
estimates for the Centre for the I98O-I98I biennium. 
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127. The main activity of the secretariat in the area of youth and social 
welfare was related to the observance of the International Year of the Child, 
1979. The Year's programme included studies, liaising with national IYC 
committees, participation at meetings and preparation of documents, A Manual 
on Child Development, Family Life and Nutrition was specifically prepared 
for trainers in the rural areas, and an International Year of the Child (ECA 
and Africa) programme was prepared for the fourteenth session of the Commission 
and the fifth meeting of the Conference of Ministers (Rabat, March 1979)* A 
directory of youth organizations in Africa was published. The secretariat 
also participated in an Expert Grouo Meeting on Training Programmes for 
youth workers responsible for youth participation in development in Vienna 
from 10 to I2i December 1979' The survey of youth policies, programmes and 
training requirements in Africa was updated. The secretariat continued to 
collaborate with IL0, FAO, UNESCO and regional intergovernmental organizations 
in implementing its youth programmes. 

128. In the field of social welfare training, the secretariat continued to 
give technical advice and support to the programme activities of the 
Association for Social Fork Education in Africa (ASWEA). It participated 
in the periodic meetings of the OAU Bureau for Placement and Education 
of African Refugees, the Pan African Conference on the Situation of Refugees 
in Africa (Arusha, May 1979) and the interregional seminar on ageing held in 
Kiev, USSR, in May 1979. 

129. During the year under review, the secretariat participated in the meetings 
of the interdivisional working group on rural development, identified and 
classified rural development projects of the Commission according to areas 
of sectoral interest agreed upon by the Administrative Committee on Co
ordination (ACC) task force on rural development for the cross-organization 
programme analysis (COPA) exercises. The secretariat participated in the 
dorld Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development at Rome in July 1979» 
as well as in a seminar on integrated rural development which was held at 
Addis Ababa in December 1979* 

130. During the year under review, the African Training and Research Centre 
Tor VJomen undertook training activities in the areas of national machineries, 
aPpropriate technology, training for rural 'women leaders in day care, textile 
design and printingjnutrition education, co-operatives and extension techniques, 
•seminars to explain the concept and formulation of national machineries on 
'•omen and development were held in the Niger from 3 to 6 September 1979 and in 
"anda from 23 to 26 January 1980. Two workshops were held on appropriate 

• ec^°T°gy : a subregional workshop on appropriate technoloy was organized 
Sierra Leone in November 1979 f°r English-speaking countries, while the other 

°r trainers and planners on village technology was organized jointly with the 
1 VlroniT'ental Training Programme in Dakar, Senegal, from 6 to 15 January I98O 
^°r Tkench-speaking countries. In the area of training for rural women 
eaders, a follow-up workshop to that held in 1976 'was organized in Khartoum, 

i lerT.°u^an» from 23 February to 1 March I9C0. A workshop on day care was held. 
^ unis in February 190O. Participants from Kenya, the United Republic of 
({*Zania> Zambia and Ethiopia took part in the training workshop on textile 

and Printing which was held in Addis Ababa from 14 to 25 May 1979. The 
en re continued its collaboration with the Pan African Institute'for Development 
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in Douala, Cameroon, in conducting in-service training in nutrition for 7 
development, directed at intermediate level trainers. The Centre organised 
two workshops on co-operative formation for women in 1979 and two moifm 
being planned for 1980. A workshop on the participation of women in de^lop-
ment through co-operatives was held in the Sudan in October 1979. The Centre 
m conjunct-'on with the Union des femmes burundaises (UFB) and the ILO ' 
conducted a seminar on women and co-operatives in Bujumbura. Burundi, from 

November to 6 December 1979. The secretariat moved into'a new area in 
March I98O with its first workshop on agricultural extension techniques 
organized in the Gambia, 

131. The Centre organized study tours for various groups,including leaders 
of national machineries, members of liberation movements interested in better 
family living and women from Southern and Central Africa learning textile 
handicrafts of the Gambia, Kenya ana Ghana. Prom 5 to 14 November 1979, women 
leaders from national machineries of four Prench—speaking countries — Senegal, 
Cameroon, Togo and the Central African Republic - took part in a study 
tour on the operation of the National Council on Women and Development, 
Accra, Ghana, which is regarded as a model machinery. Under the leadership 
of the task force unit of the Centre, 10 participants from ZAPU, ZANU, SWAPO, 
ANC and PAC took part in a study tour of women leaders for liberation 
movements to women's programmes and centres of better family living in Kenya 
from 19 November to 7 December 1979» 

132. During the year under review, the Centre conducted a large number of 
research projects relating to women and women's activities in various countries 
of the region and reported their results in the Centre's publications. The 
Centre has an active publications programme. In an attempt to disseminate 
writings on women and development, the Centre also publishes studies by 
African authors that might not otherwise reach a wide audience. 

133. The Centre devoted a lot of energy to preparations for the second Regional 
Conference on the Integration of Women in Development which was held in Lusaka, 
Zambia, from 3 to 7 December 1979. There were participants from 32 member 
States and five liberation organizations. 

134. During the year, the Centre seconded a production specialist from the 
Handicrafts and Small-scale Industries Unit to the Soba Centre, a handier 
training centre for young girls and women in the Sudan. Thetoit worke 
011 the development of indigenous skills and a building materials proj 
the making of tiles and bricks in Ethiopia as well as integrated rural 
development projects in Egypt and Ethiopia. 

135. UNDP became actively involved in the Centre's activities and 
lore thaw SI million through the MOLPOCs to finance the posts of women a»d_ 
development co-ordinators and related posts and activities 1 
Saharan MULPOCs. 

Statistics 
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components of the African Household Survey Capability Programme (AHSCP) and 
the Statistical Training Programme for Africa (STPA) and the extension of 
national accounts advisory services in the form of a new project aimed 
particularly at the least developed and newly independent countries.- These 
new activities also considerably changed the emphasis of the statistical 
programme which ended the reporting period with about three quarters of its 
professional staff resources devoted to direct technical assistance. 

137* Another important change resulted from the decision of the ECA 
Conference of Ministers in March 1979 ho merge the three previous Conferences 
of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers. Preparations for the 
first session of the new Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians 
and Demographers from 24 March to 2 April 1980 continued through most of the 
reporting period. The three groups of experts involved constitute a major 
part of national development infrastructures and the aim of the new arrange
ment is to ensure better co-ordination of their activities within the context 
of the over-all policy of self-reliance and co-operation. During its 
first session, the Joint Conference looked particularly at economic prospects 
for the 1980s, data requirements in support of the African development 
strategy and the relationship between population trends and economic and 
social development. 

138. The Statistical Training Programme for Africa (STPA) was initiated by 
the ninth session of the Conference of .African Statisticians in 1977 and, 
after thorough investigation of training requirements within the region, 
UNDP agreed in 1978 to finance a regional supporting component comprising 
two regional experts and limited provision for the employment and training 
°f teaching staff, and curriculum development. STPA made good progress 
in its first year of operation and a meeting in October 1979 °f the 
Directors of the 12 centres currently participating in the programme produced 
particularly constructive results. However, there is an urgent need to 
improve the availability of fellowships tenable at these centres and progress 
in this respect has fallen short of expectations. It is important to regard 
the funding arrangements for the centres concerned as a'main issue if the 
Programme is to meet its objective of making Africa self-reliant in statistical 
draining over a period of ten years. 

139. National accounts and related economic statistics continued as one of 
"the main features of the over-all programme because of their importance for 
economic analysis and the co-ordinating role of national accounts in 
statistical development. 

140. International demand for the national accounts estimates which ECA 
Produces in standard computerized format for all countries of the region 
remained strong. The series obviously has a number of technical shortcomings 
hut has the advantage of providing a comprehensive and up-to-date quantitative 
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account of the African economic situation which also serves as a 
projections. It is hoped that the use of ECA estimates to fill gaps in the 
series will gradually he reduced as better national data become available. 

Jf' As °f *ts effort to become more operational the previous Conference 
of African Statisticians selected price statistics as a regional priority. 

working group met m June 1979 with technical support from the secretariat 
and it is expected that the proposals of the group will serve as the basis 
lor a self-reliant programme in this subject area. 

142. Work was maintained on the development of African external trade data 
in collaboration with the United Nations Statistical Office. A central 
consideration in this project is intra—African trade, and a second issue 
of the new publication, Foreign Trade Statistics for Africa. Series C, 
was produced. Most of the detailed trade data reprocessed by ECA and the United 
Nations Statistical Office in standard quantity and value units since the 
early 1960s is now available at ECA on magnetic tape. Coverage, valuation 
and classification problems which still affect African trade statistics 
are receiving attention. 

143* In industrial statistics, the secretariat's activities became more 
country-oriented with the intention of identifying problems and assisting 
the production of more timely data. Other activities in economic statistics 
included detailed work on production and trade in agricultural commodities, 
transport and communications, tourism and distribution. 

144. During the year, regular work on regional statistical publications 
was maintained but suffered from the usual problems of typing and printing. 
In an effort to speed up publication of the African Statistical Yearbook, 
a computerized method of compilation was devised. The next step will be ^ 
to derive Yearbook tables directly from the computerized subject files which 
are gradually being established. 

.45. The African Census Programme, which helped about half the countries 
>f the region to conduct population censuses, officially ended at the en 
if 1977 but has led to a number of important developments. The regional 
;upporting component of the programme has been maintained by the Uni e 
fations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA) as the Regional Advisory 
; e r v i c e s  i n  D e m o g r a p h i c  S t a t i s t i c s  ( R A S D S )  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  1 9 8 0  r o u n d ^  
ensuses, and has been extended to help the development of civi S rgsult> 

n which African countries are becoming increasingly mteres e . 
he activities of the secretariat and the countries of the ^°diSted system 
harply focused on the technical problems of developing a economic 

demographic and social statistics which is fully re 
Ltuation. 
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lU6. A great deal of preliminary organizational work and research conducted 
by the secretariat in collaboration with the countries of the region, the 
United Nations Statistical Office and United Nations specialized agencies 
resulted in the 1978 UNDP agreement to finance a regional supporting component. 
It also resulted, through the initiative of the United Nations Statistical 
Commission and Economic and Social Council resolution 2055 (LXII), in the 
extension of the programme to all developing regions under the title "National 
Household Survey Capability Programme" (NHSCP). The African regional supporting 
component of the survey capability programme comprises two UNDP-financed experts 
and a senior regular budget staff member who also manages RASDS and various 
other inputs. In addition, ILO responded to the growing interest in development 
of survey capabilities by posting a specialist to work with the ECA team and FAO 
was able to assign an existing regional staff member on a part-time basis. 

147. During the period under review, work undertaken on AHSCP included very 
detailed assistance to a number of countries in respect of individual surveys 
and the establishment of continuing survey programmes. In addition, the 
secretariat undertook a reasonably complete review of related organizational 
and technical problems and the position was examined by an African working 
group in October 1979. The group achieved considerable further work on the 
practical and technical implementation of AHSCP. 

148. There was also continuing collaboration with NHSCP at United Nations 
Headquarters in developing means of financing national projects for limited 
Periods. A first meeting of prospective donors and some of the countries 
intending to participate in the global programme was held in New York in 
June 1979. 

i£gnsport, communications and tourism 

149. During the year -under review, the secretariat devoted energy to the 
Preparation for the implementation of the Transport and Communications Decade 
ln ^rica (1978-1988). After the return of the missions dispatched to countries 
°f the region to collect and identify projects that could make up the first 
. ase of activities for the Decade, ad hoc reports were prepared in March and 
April 1979. This was followed by a series of meetings culminating in the 
'w y°rk Pledging Conference of November 1979, at which a number of countries 
and Institutions gave an indication of the amount of resources that could be 
Qade available for the development of transport and communications. 

^50. The secretariat undertook the preparation of a master plan on the 
ilization of the $US 10 million UNDP fund earmarked for the development of 

^ransport and communications in the Eastern and Southern African subregions as 
1 as the preparation of draft project documents for most of the transport 

Ejects included in the master plan. A paper on the transport problems of 
LDC^SaS^ ^evel-0Pe^ African countries was prepared for the Conference of the 
co S* .^ssastance was given in the preparation of the ECOWAS transport and 
moTa+11^naCa^"-^oris co-ordination study, and the secretariat participated in a 

lng held to consider the recommendation of the study. 
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WJ: sssfti. 
provide teohn^ i • ! problems of P01* management and organization and 
Lnhn^ bechnacal assistance to the port management; and Cape Verde, to provide 
transport.85313 °e ^ POrt infrastructure and inter-island connexions by sea 

152. Following the seventh meeting of the Co-ordination Committee of the 
Lagos-Mombasa Trans-African Highway Authority which was held at YaoundS in 
November 1978, the statutes of the Authority were sent to the member States 
for ratification. Only Kenya and the United Republic of Cameroon have so 
far ratified the statutes. Several reminders in the form of letters and 
telegrams have been sent to the other countries. The report on administrative 
and customs barriers adopted by the msnber States has been sent to the 
departments concerned for implementation. 

153. A progress report on the West African road network was prepared in view 
of the next meeting of the of the Co-ordination Committee scheduled to be held 
at Dakar before the middle of 1980. 

15^. Work has started on the studies on the construction and maintenance of 
roads with the collaboration of France, the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland and the Federal Republic of Germany. The document dealing 
with the first phase has been sent to member States for remarks, and their 
comments are being awaited for the continuation of the project. 

155. In the area of communications, consultants' field mission reports on 
the various subsectors of communications, namely, common-carrier communication, 
satellite communication, broadcasting, postal services and telecommunications 
manpower development were reviewed and documents prepared for a series of 
planned meetings at interagency and intergovernmental levels in April 1979-
These meetings laid the groundwork for the Conference of Ministers of Transport, 
Communications and Planning in May 1979, which adopted the global strategy an 
programme of activities for the first phase of the Transport and Communications 
Decade. 

156. The secretariat participated in the two annual meetings of the „,Vations 
Co-ordinating Committee for the implementation of the Pan African Telecommun 
Network project held at Addis Ababa in April 1979 and at Geneva in Deceaiber^ 
The secretariat serviced the April meeting. The secretariat also pa icip 
in the meetings of the International Institute of Communications in ^ n 

September 1979, the World Administrative Radio Conference at Geneva in 
September 1979I the Union of national Radio and Television Organizations of 
Africa (URTNA) at Nairobi in February 1980, and in the inaugur mee 
the Pan African Postal Union (PAPU) at Arusha in January 1900. 

1 5 7 .  In the area of tourism, the secretariat undertook the states 
African tourist bulletin. Responses to the quaf^oanai£J the tourist 
are being processed. The project, 9-555.03 entitled: Studnes^the^^ ^ 
potential of insular developing countries in the region , 
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The report has been prepared and,distributed. At the request of the Government 
of the United Republic of Tanzania, a'study uas conducted on the feasibility of 
the pleasure boat industry. The report has been prepared and sent to the 
Government of the United Republic of Tanzania. 

Environment 

158. During the period under review, the newly established Environmental 
Co-ordination Unit within the Cabinet Office of the Executive Secretary 
completed a revision of the biennial Work Programme and Priorities for 
I98O-I98I, the medium-term plan for I98O-I983 and prepared the Proposals for the 
Programme Budget for I98O-I98I in accordance with the enlarged mandate of the 
new unit within the Regional Commission. 

159. Under the joint ECA/UNEP project FP/0302-77-02^"Strengthening of Environ
mental Capabilities of United Nations Regional Commission (Africa)"^which 
established the Environment Co-ordination Unit a review of programming 
activities within the secretariat was carried out with the visit of the Chef 
du Cabinet, UNEP^ from 3 to 7 October 1979* 

160. On environmental assessment and management,' the secretariat submitted ah 
endr.of.-project report to UNEP for FP/0302-75-13 (833) - Evaluation and Assess
ment of and Advice on National Environmental Machineries in Selected African 
Countries. A follow-up study has been undertaken to assess progress on the 
establishment and activities of the national environmental machineries by sending 
questionnaires to each of the 49 member.. States of the Commission. Another 
ECA/UNEP project>FP/lOO2-79-01 (2000) - Development of Legislation for Environ
mental Protection in the ECA Region, is now being implemented by ECA. Four 
consultants carried out missions to 15 selected African countries based on a 
questionnaire on environmental legislation produced by the secretariat. An 
Expert Working Group meeting on Environmental Legislation was held at the 
secretariat from 3 to 7 March 1980 for discussion on the consultants' report 
with other United Nations organizations. 

}?. project document>Regional Programme on the Environment in Africa 
(1980—1985)>was produced by the secretariat and sent to UNEP for screening 
after which funding would be sought from UNDP. Furthermore, the secretariat 
Participated in a joint UNEP/ECE working .group on the establishment of a regional 
intergovernmental committee for environmental matters, held at Geneva from 
4 to 22 February 1980 for the regional Commissions, during the eighth session 

0 the Senior Advisers to ECE Governments on Environmental Problems meeting. A 
resolution for the establishment of a joint sectoral subsidiary body for the 
environment and human settlements has been prepared for the Conference of 
unisters* meeting in April I98O. 

62. The secretariat maintains co-ordination with UNEP and other international 
Ganizations on the following areas of enviriomental activities: 

. (a) Review of UNEP programming activities at Designated Officials on 
vironmental Matters (DOEMs) meetings, and Interagency Thematic Joint 

rogramming meetings. 

(b) Review of draft action plan for the West African Regional Seas Programme 
other action plans for the Mediterranean region and the Red Sea region. 
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c. RELATIONS WITH SPECIALIZED AGENCIES AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS 

163. In the field or agriculture the secretariat maintained a very close vwrWn, 
relationship with the OAU, FAO, WCARRD and ECOWAS. The secretariat also assisted 
regional and subregional organizations such as the Association for the Advance
ment of Agricultural Sciences in Africa (AAASA), the West African Rice Develop, 
ment Association (WARDA) and the Lake Chad Basin Commission (LpBC). 

164. Elsewhere there was close co-operation between the secretariat, UNCTAD 
and the Department of International Economic and Social Affairs of the Head
quarters in respect of the work on projections. The UNCTAD secretariat is also 
co-operating with the ECA secretariat in organizing the conference on the 
problems and perspectives of African LDCs which is financed with the assistance 
of the UNDP. , 

165« Collaboration with the specialized agencies has continued in the course 
of implementation of various HULPOC projects, in particular the migratory 
labour project which has benefitted greatly from ILO assistance. 

166. As part of the Commission's contribution to Headquarters' global biennial 
seminar^ which was held in January 1980, the secretariat undertook a review of the 
African public administration and finance situation. Attempts were also made 
to strengthen ECA/CAPTIAD co-operation in programme harmonization and implementa
tion. Close contacts were maintained with the African Association for Public 
Administration and Management, and ECA participated actively in the 
Association's Nairobi Round Table on the "Profile of African public services". 

167. In the continuous endeavour to establish or strengthen relations with 
other organizations, a representative of the ECA. secretariat visited ECE 
headquarters at Geneva and attended the meeting of the Committee on Housing, 
Building and Planning. Contacts were also established with ECE and ESCAP, 
ADD, BADEA and institutions in other developing regions. 

168. Co-operation between ECA and UNIDO covers a wide range of industrial 
activities. ECA, OAU and UNIDO were co-sponsors of the Regional Symposium 
on Industrial Policies and Strategies held in Nairobi, Kenya, from 10 to lo 
September 1979. The African Development Bank is participating , in the role 
of a managing agency, in the implementation of African Industrial Developmen 
Funds. 

169. The secretariat collaborated closely with the United Nations Centre 
for Natural Resources, Energy and Transport, T!H0, WHO, UNDP, 0AU'• sgi0ns 
FAO CILSS WB, other United Nations agencies and regional economi 
in the exchange of information in the field of water resources development. 

170. The secretariat collaborated closely with the ILO p^Sblic 
ing the national seminars on population and development United 
of Tanzania and Guinea. The secretariat ^PopSatSn and 
Nations agencies in the work of the Interag y an(j the working group 
Development uhe interagency working group on projections and the 
on comparative analysis of the world fertility survey data. 
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171. The Executive Secretary of ECA in March 1979 signed a formal arrange
ment with the Director-General of UNESCO for collaboration in matters 
of science and technology. The two secretariats held the first Joint Meeting 
in November 1979 at which they reviewed the modalities for implementing the 
terms of the arrangement, and the progress in the implementation of the 
priority projects under the arrangement. 

172. During the period under review, the secretariat maintained working 
relations with all the specialized institutions of the United Nations and the 
African international organizations concerned with transport and communication 
The secretariat worked with all these agencies within the framework of the 
United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa. Co-operation 
with UNDP took the form of implementation by ECA, as executing agency, of 
projects financed by the former. 

-29-



PART TWO 

FIFTEENTH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION -

SIXTH MEETING OF THE CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS 

A. ATTENDANCE ANN ORGANIZATION OF WORK 

1' The fifteenth session of the Commission (sixth meeting of the Conference 
of Ministers;was held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 9 to 12 April 1980. The 
session was opened at 3.30 p.m. on 9 April I98O by Mr. Said Bel Bachir, 
Secretary of State in charge of Education and Scientific Research of the 
Kingdom of Morocco in his capacity as Chairman of the fifth Meeting of the 
Conference of Ministers. A statement was made by Comrade Chairman Mcngiotu 
Hailo—Marian, Chairman of the Provisional Military Administrative Council and 
Commander-in-Chief of the Revolutionary Army of Socialist Ethiopia. His 
Exoellcncy Nr. Sama Banya, Honourable Minister of Development and Economic 
Planning of Sierra Leone expressed on behalf of all member States of ECA, 
the EGA secretariat and all delegates, appreciation to the people and Government 
of Socialist Ethiopia for their warm welcome and hospitality. A message from 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations on the occasion of the sixth 
meeting of the Conference of Ministers was read out by Mr. Adebayo Adcdeji, 
Executive Secretary of ECA. A statement was made by Mr. Paul Etiang, OAU 
Assistant Secretary-General for Economic Affairs in the absence of Mr. Edem 
Kodjo, the Secretary—General of OAU. Mr. Michel Doo-Kingue, Assistant 
Administrator of UNDP and Regional Director for Africa, also read a statement. 

S * The session was attended by representatives of the following States 
members of the Commission: Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burundi, 
the Comoros, the Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, Ethiopia, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, 
the Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, the Ivory Coast, Kenya, Lesotho, 
Liberia, the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Madagascar, Mali, Morocco, the Niger, 
Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Sierra Leone, the Sudan, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, 
the United Republic of Cameroon, the United Republic of Tanzania, the Upper 
Volta, Zaire and Zambia. 

3# The United Kingdom of Groat Britain and Northern Ireland was represented 

in its capacity as associate member of the Commission. 

4« The Pan Africanist Congress of Azania (PAC) and the African Nati nal 
Congress (ANC) were also represented. 

5* The following States Members of the United Nations were represented , 
observers in accordance with article 9 of thc Commission's terms 0 re 
Austria, Belgium, Canada, Cuba, China, Finland, France, t e e era • 
of Germany, the German Democratic Republic, Hungary, India , ^ 
Jamaica, Japan, the Netherlands, Romania, Spam, Sweden, Turkey, th ^ 
Soviet S ciolist Republicc,the United States of / ^ c r i c a  and Yugoslavia^. ^ 
Holy See and Switzerland, States not members of the United Natm 
represented by observers. 
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6. The session was attended by representatives of the United Nations 
Department of International Economic and Social Affairs, the United Nations 
Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, the United Nations 
Social Defence lie search Institute, the World Food Council, the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development (UNCT.J)), the United Nations Children's 
hind (UNICEF), the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United 
Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office (UNSO), the Office of the United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), the United Nations University and the 
International Trade Centre. The World Food Programme (WPP) was also represented. 
In accordance with article 11 of the Commission's terms of reference, the 
following specialized agencies were represented: -The International Labour 
Organization (ILO), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO), the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO), the World Health Organization (WHO), the World Bank, 
the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO), the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), the Universal 
Postal Union (U?U), the Intergovernmental Maritime Consultative Organization 
(IIICO) and the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). The 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (GATT) wore also represented. 

T» The following intergovernmental organizatE ns wore represented in 
accordance with article 13 of the terms of reference: The African Development 
Sank (ADB), the African Regional Organization for Standardization (ARSO), the 
African Association of Trade Promotion Organizations (AATPO), the Agonoc pour la 
cgcurite de la navigation aerienne en Africruc ot & Madagascar (ASECNA), 
'he Commission of the European Communities, the Council of Mutual Economic 
assistance (CMEA), the Economic Community of tho Great Lakes Countries (CEPGL), 
j^e International Union of Railways, the Lake Chad Basin Commission, the Mane 
ivcr Union and the Organization of African Unity (OAU). 

g 
* In accordance with article 13 of tho terms of reference, Caritas 
nternationalis, "t*10 Lutheran World Federation, the World Federation of Trade 

;ns (WFTU) and the World Peace Council were represented by observers. 
0 
* At its two hundred and eighth meeting, the Conference unanimously elected 
oorade Hailu Yemenu, Senior Minister and Secretary—General of the Central 
aiming Supreme Council of Ethiopia as Chairman; Mr. Mourad Bcnchonhou, 
cretary-General in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Algeria, as first 

ice-Chairman; Mr. Pierce Moussa, Minister of Planning of the Congo, as second 
^ice-Chairman and Mr. Baba-Moussa Abcu, Minister of Planning, Statistics and 
economic Analysis of Benin, as Rapporteur. 

13 • AGENDA 

At its two hundred and eighth mooting, the Conference adopted tho following 
aCcnda: 

Opening of tho meeting 
Election of officers 



3. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work 

4. nc"^c" and appraisal of socio-economic situation in Africa in 1978/070 
an. the 1970s and the prospects for the 1980s * " 

5» Appraisal of international economic relation as factors in African 
development 

6. African Development Strategy in the framework of the International 
Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade; 

ia) Follow—up acti n on the decisions of the Conference of Ministers 
at its fifth mooting on African Development Strategy in the 
framework of the International* Development Strategy for the 
Third United Nations Development Decade; 

(b) Translation of the Strategy into operational terms at national, 
subrcgional and regional levels; 

(i) Food and agriculture 

(ii) Industry 

(iii) Natural resources 

(iv) Human resources development, including development r.f 
indigenous entrepreneur ship 

(v) Science and technology for development 

(vi) Transport and Communications 

(vii) Int ra-Afri car Trade and Finance 

(viii) S. >cio—cultural matters 

(ix) Institutions building for economic and technical 
co-operation including measures f>r strengthening 
existing ones 

(x) Environment and development 

(xi) Comprehensive New Fro,: rammo of acti-.n for the African 
Least Developed Countries 

(xii) Measures for the establishment of an African economic 
community 

7. 

(xiii) Energy 

Report of the thirty-fourth session ».f the General Assembly as it 
affects African sbcio-ec?ni mic envelopment 
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8, Global preparation for the International Development Strategy for the 
United Nations Development Deca.dc s 

(a) Pr o g r e s s  report on the work of the United Nations Preparatory 
Committee of the Whole for the preparations for the Third United 
Nations Development Decade 

(b) Preparations for the United Nations General Assembly 1980 Special 
Session on Progress jn Implementing the Declaration and 
Programme of Action on the establishment of a New International 
Economic Order 

9. The Economic and social implications of rising refugee population 
in Africa: Note by the Secretariat; on the role of ECA 

10. Regional Programme to be financed by UNDP during 1983-86: Programming 
modalities 

11. Rcp.rts from the subsidiary bodies of the Conference of Ministers: 

(i) Report of the first Session of the Joint Conference of African 
Planners, Statisticians and Demographers (E/CN.14/740) 

(ii) Report of the Intergovernmental Committee on Science and 
Technology for Development (E/CN.14/774) 

(iii) Report of the fifth Conference of African Ministers of Industry 
(E/CN.14/731) 

(iv) Report of the Conference of African Ministers of Trade 
(E/CN.14/776) 

(v) Report of the second meeting of the United Nations Inter-
Agency Working Group on the Integration of Women in Development 
in Africa (S/CN.14/741) 

(vi) Report of the second Regional Conference on the Integration 
of Women in Development (E/CN.14/744) 

12. Other matters 

13* Date and Place of the next meeting 

14» Consideration of resolutions and adoption of the report: 

(a) Report of the first meeting of the Technical Preparatory 
Committee of the Whole 

(b) Consideration of resolutions by the Conference of Ministers 



(o)  ^: i^Lcrai forono° 

Of Heads of State an^Govornmcnt"its^cxt^i0"rr ̂  th° "BS0®M1' 
on cconouic problems of a™" * ** «*»«<>»»* •*-« 

ACCOUNT OF PROCEEDINGS 

Opening statements 

11. 0pe^[ addresses were delivered by Comrade Mengistu Hailo-Mariam 
Chief"of tL B° iCtairtrativo Council and CommandoAin-
Chief oi the Revolutionary Army of Socialist Ethiopia; Said Bel Bachir, 
Secretary of State in Charge of Education and Scientific Research of the 
Kingdom of Morocco; Mr. i aul Etiang, Assistant Secretaiy-General for Economic 
Affairs of the organization of African Unity; Mr. Adebayo Adcde j i, 
executive Secretary of the Commission and Mr. Michel' Boo—Kinguof Assistant 
Administrator of UNDP and Regional Director for Africa. 

12 * - ThG Confcrc:nce was opened by Comrade Mengistu Hail&-Mariam, Chairman of 
the Provisional Military administrative Council and Commander—in—Chief of the 
Revolutionary nrmy of Socialist Ethiopia, who said that world economic development 
was fraught with manifold problems. The per capita income of Western European 
countries was 50 to 00 times higher than that of the poor countries of Africa. 
It had been estimated that 10 per cent of the annual arms expenditure could 
eradicate hunger, disease, ignorance and unemployment, but not 1 per cent was 
diverted to those problems, with the result that over 600 million people wore 
exposed to hunger and disease. Such imbalances1 were duo to unjust mechanisms 
devised by international imperialism for the purpose of amassing huge benefits; 
hcnco the developing countries were increasingly demanding the establishment of 
a new international economic order, in which they would be self-reliant and 
oentrol their own natural resources. 

13. It was essential that developed countries and international organizations 
promoted development activities in developing countries and revised their 
trade, industrial and investment policies. The developing countries wante 
co-operation for mutual advantages on the basis of equality. 

14. The situation in Africa could not be viewed in isolation from the 
global situation. The roots of Africa's backwardness lay in the fact that so. 
d its countries had f -r generations been struggling for their independence. 
Despite Africa's great agricultural potential, shortage of food had eon 
common experience, and lack of land reform had been cited as a lca^nf? 

causative factor. The situation with regard to industry was much e. ^re 
Ft sustained industrial development, strong linkages with agrxcu Qg 
required. There was also an imperative need to realize an accepta frastructurc 
intra—African trade, and to develop the transport and communications 
required to achieve that end. The joint efforts of ufrican cou meeting 
aim at technological development. Education, too, should c gear 
development needs. 
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15. He called on African countries to join a collective effort to map out 
their own strategy, independent of exploiting forces, whose programme for 
African development always took account of their own long-term interests. 
So far, Africa had reaped ."reader benefits for imperialist countries than for 
its own people. At the nati nal level, each country must plan and carry out 
a co-ordinated campaign against hunger and disease and the effects of drought. 
At the regional level, countries should strive for intra-ufrican co-operation 
in trade, transport and communications, tourism, fishery and livestock 
development, manpower trainin. and the development and establishment of regional 
research institutions. At the global level, the unjust structure of 
international trade must be changed and the oil-producing and industrialized 
countries must contribute to the establishment of an equitable international 
economic order, by, inter alia, creating compensatory machinery to assist 
developing countries with serious payments deficits in international trade, 

16. There was no reason why development could not be achieved through radical 
change in the African region. African countries should use the knowledge 
accumulated throu, h the ages to eradicate poverty and move towards prosperity, 
The broad masses of Ethiopia had freed themselves from the yoke of feudalism, 
and after six years of political and military struggle, had now embarked on 
campaigns to strengthen their economy and eradicate hunger, disease, 
illiteracy and unemployment. Measures for economic reconstruction included 
the transfer of rural land to the tillers and the nationalization of financial 
institutions and means of production. The Government•s Central Planning 
Supreme Council had in the one year since its inception achieved :)0 per cent 
of its planned targets. 

17. He closed by saying that the decision token by the Conference of 
Ministers at its sixth session would be of crucial importance in accelerating 
•the pace cf development in Africa and raising, the living standards of its 
people. 

18. Speaking- on behalf of the Secretary-General of the OAU, the Assistant 
Secretary-General mentioned the joint efforts embarked upon by the OAU and 
EC.* in preparation for the first Economic Summit of African Heads of State 
Pursuant to resolution 96 of the Monrovia Summit. lie highlighted some of the 
problems confront in the .African countries and stated that solutions to those 
could only uc frun _ in collective self—reliance 111 cc .n-omic ana sjcial 
Ecvolcpnent, especially in the li; ht '. f the near total failure of inter
national negotia.ti.ns to make any contribution to African development» He 
"therefore expressed the hope that the Lagos Economic Summit w*.-uld at least 
stir the African countries into adopting a realistic ap^r .ach t the development 
°f the continent. He pointed out that Africa had more ros-urccs than needed 
and that all that was required was for Africa to cxpl 'it these to the benefit 
°f its peoples. He expressed the hope that c lloctive self-reliance based 
°n available resources w uld lead to the establishment of an African Economic 
Community. 
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t / '  I n  h *°  °DC 'iin. statement, the Executive Secretary of ECU commended +h^ 
Conference for ado;,tin, the Development Strategy for the African Sion for 
* ° ^rt: U^tGu Nations ^cvelepmont Jeeado at its fifth session and proposinr 
\ r;cclarati>n on guidelines and measures for national and collective 
elf reliance m social and ocunoraio development, which the African Heads of 

State had subsequently incorporated into the Mo nr. via Declaration, At the 
same time they ha', adopted a resolution call in for a special African Economic 
Summit. The importance of -the sixth session of the Conference of Ministers 
lay in the inv ivomcnt ;f the Ministers in the preparations for that Summit. 

20. The Sixth oossion was the climax of a scries of preparatory meetings, 
inclu-in; meetin; s oi the ministers of Trade and Industry and of governmental 
exports on science and technology and, on economic planning, demography and 
statistics. Thus, the ECA Conference of Ministers was moctin-' to review the 
various sectoral proposals and turn them into a well-knit and integrated plan 
of .action for consideration by the African Heads of State and. Government in 
Lagos. Darin the past week the Technical Preparatory Committee of the 
Whole had been considering the documents and proposals advanced as a result 
of all those meotin a with a view to integrating them for consideration by 
the Conference. 

21. The lyOOs was a crucial decade for Africa in which it would be necessary 
to decide what kind of political independence African countries had. lifter 
20 years of independence Africa was at a watershed. Trade in primary 
commodities had steadily continued to decline in terms of world trade, and the 
share of advanced countries in world exports of primary products was increasing 
as was the share of the third world in world imports of primary products. 
Meanwhile, the door to exports of manufactures from the third world to the 
advanced worl~ was new definitely being shut. Althoupht African countries were 
now able to finance the bulk of their capital formation out of their own ^ 
resources, yet they were still unable to produce their own engineering proeuc s, 
buildin materials, chemicals, and petro-chemicals or to increase their foo 
production. 

22. Industrializing countries in ,thcr regions were making rapid progress 
because they had ceased to believe in the export of primary products as 
onrine of r-wth and had recognized the importance of a broader natural 
resources toao ,,V. of builO.m «? capitol • metrics. They wore no loW> 
n-Mlizin, domestic financial resources without onsurm, that savings 
corrcs - ided to real resources and were identifying, Croat in- , instructing 
and support in the agents and instruments for cmvertin_. savin s into 
intermediate and final products. 

23. African c untrics did net have much of a future as exporter^ ̂  ̂  
-,r .'••ucts for manufactures. More over, there was a new . J^ion en 
••lass fibre; the anticipated impact of microelectronics ana^ ^ inorcaSos 
b-,th third w rid and advanced economics; the project ol -u.. -
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in unemployment in advanced countries, which w..uld result in increased 
protectionism, and most important, the loss of the thrid world advantage in 
the production of labour intensive manufactures. There was also the 
frifhteninf challenge of food and the need te take into account consumer 
poods such as drinkin;; water, clothing, shelter and simple medicines and 
drugs in the light of the expectation that by the year 2000 the African 
population would have doubled by comparison with 1975* 

24. The plan of action which the secretariat had placed before the Ministers 
for consideration and recommendation to the Heads of State and Government at 
the Economic Summit in Lagos covered food and agriculture, industry, natural 
resources, human resources, science and;technology, transport, institution-
building and intra—African trade and finance. The first objective of the plan 
was to avert the food crisis by increased intra-African production and trade, 
the second objective was to promote the development of capital moods industries. 
As far as humon resources were concerned, it was felt that attention should be 
paid to the need to make the fullest use of all resources of skill acquisition, 
improvement and multiplication. In science and technolory, the problem was 
sot so much barriers to technology as inability to organize production. 
Moreover, there was need to rccofTiizc that technology and production were 
inseparable. Whore institutions were concerned, African Governments had no 
alternatives to prop >sing multinational institutions to provide strategic 
services ordinarily provided at the national level. The kind of expansion of 
industry and agriculture implied in the Plan would put a heavy burden on 
energy supply, which could best be met by increased research and development, 
equipment production and exploitation on non-conventional energy sources. 

25. In considering the mobilization of resources, a distinction must be made 
between financial and real resources and between domestic and external resources 
and account taken of the links among them. In the case of domestic savings, 
new methods needed to be weighed, since the savings and investment potential 
of the African population had never been adequately considered. However, it 
should be recognized that the availability of domestic savings was unmatched 
by the availability of domestic real factor inputs, and it was to bridge that 
pP that imported resources could be used. It was also of overriding 
importance closely to monitor the use of foreign exchange. What was required 
*~s 10 years of belt-tightening, careful planning; and the self-confidence to 
make the first major breakthrough. 

Many sceptical people would think that the plan was overly ambitious or 
unrealistic, but he was convinced that the main thing was not to dwell on 
^possibilities. What was needed was self-confidence in the ability to 
implement it. The secretariat had given much th^u- ht to the implementation of 
he Flan and to the mobilization of resources for that purpose. It felt that 
be scope and complexity of the Plan reflected the scope and complexity of the 

challcn:-c facing Africa. 
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27. In his statement, the Head of the Dele o-p m , 
tho efforts to five eoncroto expression to the"™ df d <*" by revic"i". 
adopted at the fifth mcetin. of the Conforonee of 
those efforts »,i,ht be deeded to have been Positive considehn th^'a " 

°f -,r° jC°tS tad ^ ^ the short tiLs since 

the MnSt^r^^^S^e^wnS **" 
consideration to tho economic and social problems still bo setting: Africa and 
of idcntifym; rational methods for planning programmes of action for basic 
sectors, such as human resources, agriculture, industry, trade, transport and 
onorcy. 

2p. In keeping, with the spirit of the Monrovia stratefqy, one of the main 
objectives should be tho trainin. of supervisors and technicians capable of 
mastering modern technology and adopting it to the socio—economic conditions 
previalinp in their activities. The Monrovia strategy had accorded hi£~h 
priority to food security and had recommended a policy based on the 
integration of agriculture into the global economy, the self—organization and 
participation of the rural population, the eradication of illiteracy and the 
development of education. 

30. He also stressed the need to identify principles and rules to ensure the 
emergence f penuine African co-operation in trade and co-ordinate Africa's 
position as a partner in the intcrnati nal ncr-otiations. 

31. Finally, he referred to the inadequacy of the transport and. 
communications infrastructure, which seriously impeded the growth of trade. 
Arrangements must be made to remedy that impediment in implementing the 
pro,'grammes under the Transport and Communications Decade-, 

32. The Assistant Administrator of the United Nations Development programme 
and Ite.~i:<nal Director for Africa said that, in addition to examining 
documents for submission to the first GAU Economic Summit, the present 
Conference ,.f Ministers was be in.. hold at a time when the first phase 
pr'\xamme of the United Nations Decade for Transport and Communications in 
Africa should be implemented as quickly as possible and when the United ^ 
Nations Development Fro,- ram,no was preparing its third five-year programming 
cycle covering the years 1982-1986, In considering those three aspects oi xno 
conference, he placed them in the overall context of co-operation between 
UNIA cincl ECA» 

3 3  The Economic Summit provided a golden opportunity to call the attention 
of African leaders to tho major problems of the continent and to Propose 
bold -nd innovative solutions to those problems, four aspects of whi 
deserved Jory special attention: In the first place, ««- necessary 
consider the kind, of development Africa should enjoy, problem h 
addressed in the Declaration of Commitment adopt,°^y -fr? 
and Government in July 1979, but only a general orientation hac. be 

L> 
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provided. The second matter deserving special attention concerned the 
measures needed to make the African development effort as efficient as 
possible. In that connexion ho suggested that there was an urgent need to 
improve the development planning process by introducing a "prospective 
dimension", providing for a kind of reverse planning. Third, consideration 
must be given to measures for improving the fate of the least-developed 
African countries and, fourth, to the concrete organization of African 
solidarity. 

34« In connexion with the Organization of African Solidarity, he reminded 
the participants cf his statement at the Monrovia Colloquium that UNA? was 
willing to finance studies concerning the creation of an African common market 
and of an economic community of African countries. Moreover, at the May 1979 
conference of African Ministers for Transport, Communications and Planning, 
he had announced UNDP's willingness to finance studies and projects relating 
to various transport and communications problems. 

35. With reference to the UNDP regional programme for 1982-1986, he said that 
it was time to begin to identify action to bo taken with possible UNDP 
support with a view to 'reinforcing African solidarity. In resolution 34/106, 
the UNDP Administrator was invited to prepare, in co-operation with the 
Executive Secretaries of tho regional economic commissions, propsals for 
enhancing tho collective involvement of the countries of each region in tho 
identification and tho initiation of regional projects and activities and in 
the determination of priorities for inter-country programmes. A document on 
that subject had boon submitted to the participants explaining the procedure 
it was planned to follow in the consultations and singling out the main 
priority areas. In accordance with the traditional UNDP policy, first priority 
would go to subrogional and regional cccnomic integration, unless the ministers 
decided otherwise. The programme for 1>02-1986 would introduce three new 
items, on item cn transport and communications; an item on least-developed, 
land-locked and island developing countries; and an item on the protection of 
the African environment and on desertification. 

36. Referring to the United Nations Decade for Transport and Communications 
in Africa, he said ho believed that the method applied for tho mobilization 
°f resources for the Lccado was not adapted to the financing of a programme 
as complex and diversified as tho programme of the Decade. The approach 

0 advocated required the active participation of African States and the 
organization of more fruitful dialogues with their partners, who might 
inance projects on tho basis of project documents to be discussed in detail 

wi"th each of them. 

37. In speak-in. of co-operation between ECA and UNDP, he reminded participants 
the 10-million dollar programme approved in 1973 which had led to the 1977 

aGreement making ECA an executing agency of UNDP. However, while the cost 
Projects already approved now exceeded the 10 million dollars, the actual 

°x?Gndi-ture was much lower by far. In that connexion, he made some observations 
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S:™L;s sas &s ssar 
1 " '  , ' ,  s a i < "  t h r ' u  o n c  o f  " t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  E C A ' s  b e c o m i n g  

operational was the reorganization of tho structure of the secretariat •+ 
w o r  m g  h a ;  i t s  s o  t h a t  o p e r a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  c c u l c l  b e  s p e e d i l y  a n d  " 1  8  

efficiently handled. Although ECA had evolved favouraUv it hJ nnt ^ 
enough to handle efficiently its responsibilities"fe*LeSfcS ^ 

o f  Z % 7 ° r c l t  t h T + w a f n e c d t 0 r e " e x a r a : 1 3 0 t h c  s t r u c t u r e * * * •  of the aCu secretariat to bring; it in line with the requirements of its 
responsibilities. In order to help ECA improve its operations, he and the 
jxccutivc Secretary had agreed to undertake a thorough evaluation of all ECA 

projects financed by UNDP. 

3°. -*G -lso warned against thc launching of projects whose recurrent costs 
were too onerous for the budgets of States. In that connexion he felt that 
increasing thought should be given to the use of existing infrastructures 
rather than establishing' permanent and special infrastructures. Ho also 
warned against multiplicity cf projects before those already established 
proved their value citing thc subregional mineral centres as an example. 

39. In speakinr of technical co—operation among African countries, he 
reminded the participants that UNDP was organizing in Nairobi, from 12 to 
20 Hay IjQO, the first conference of African governmental experts on technical 
co-operation among African countries. It was hoped that each African country-
would be represented at that Conference by its most qualified national in 
each cf the areas covered-. He also reminded tho participants that UNI? was 
organizing at Geneva from 26 Hay to 2 June 19OO a high-level inter-governmental 
meeting to consider progress in the implementation of thc Buenos Aires Plan of 
Action on Technical Co—operation among Developing Countries (TCDC)• 

Decisions and- recommendations for consideration by thc Assembly of Heads 
of State and Government at its extraordinary session on economic problems 
of Africa 

Plan of Action for thc Implementation of the Monrovia Strategy for 
Development Piccommended by the Conference of Ministers of the Economic 
Commission for Africa 

40. The Ministers decided to consider the x lan of Action for the Implcm 
of thc Monrovia Strategy for African Development approved by the 
I reoaratory Committee cf thc Whole for submission to them. They no c 
items 9-11 on their agenda had been covered by the Technical i.repara ory 
Committee and were treated in thc report of that Committee («*/ V 

f "fc ho 
'1 As far as the foreword to the Plan was concerned, the Chc.irm-n 
Technical Ircparatcry Committee of thc Whole introduced the ^llowin^^ 
amendments: In the sixth line of paragraph 16, the word tcrfil 
be changed to "fibres", and the first sentence of paragraph 10 s 
chan-ed to read, "In thc field of energy, two policy issues call lor -
attention". 
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42. The Chairman of the Technical Ircparatory Committee of the Whole when 
introducing the work of the Committee ex-plained, that the primary task of the 
first session of the Committee had been the translation of the strategy adopted 
by the fifth Conference of Ministers into operational terms at the national, 
subregional and rc/ ional levels. He indicated that three sets of documents 
were submitted to the Conference: (a) report on the proceedings (b) programme 
of action including recommendations (c) a set of resolutions. 

43* Ke then went on to indicate some of the major decisions of the 
Committee. 

44• In the Conference's consideration of the foreword to the Flan of Action, 
one representative said he thought the foreword gave the impression that 
nothing had been done in Africa for the past 20 years. Ho also thought that 
the Plan of Action should cover the whole decade of the lyGOs rather than only 
the years lpGO-l>05» a view which was expressed by a number of other represent
atives in the course of the debate, 

45• A number of representatives felt that the Plan was in general too 
technocratic and lacked the necessary political punch. In that connexion, 
one representative said he felt it should be made clear that although Africa 
possessed all the natural resources needed for the development of a modern 
economy and had vast sections of arable land, it was still the least developed 
region in the world because imperialism and colonialism had resulted in the 
exploitation and subjugation of the African people. The continent produced 
what it did not consume and consumed what it did not produce. He felt that 
any programme for African self-reliance must ensure that African resources 
were used to meet the needs of Africa. The current practice of exportation 
and reimportation was not conducive to self-reliance. 

'r6. One representative said he felt that some emphasis should be placed on 
"the need for Africa to stop being dependent on the outside world. He also 
^clt that greater emphasis should be laid on the importance of political 
will in the implementation of <n Plan of Action of the kind under review. 

47• Another representative pointed out that a plan concerned policies 
and investments. Where policies wore concerned, he felt that some clement of 
modesty should be introduced in the foreword to indicate that the Ministers 
were not claiming that the proposals contained in the plan were at all 
°omprehcnsive. The foreword should allow for some degree of flexibility 
and room to improve where policy was concerned. 

40. Where investments were concerned, ho said he felt that the foreword had 
nany shortcomings. Although it was not known, exactly what the cost of the 
Programme would be, he felt the.t a rough estimate of the costs to the region 
should be included in the foreword. Finally, the programme would be financed 
fiot only ou-fc 0f African resources but also from international sources. It 
w°uld call for additional transfer of resources of some magnitude, and he 
though some estimate of the transfer requirements should bo made in the foreword. 



position of the lTlriLvolop" *°*U' 40 "* th° ''•iffiouU 

^ »&SS£.V Ministers" f-r the word "we". rcncc 01 

51. Turning to the recommendations and plan of action in the food and 
agriculture sector, one representative proposed the addition of a new 
paragraph 32 under the section on implementation and monitoring. That 
paragraph is reflected in the revise.. Plan attached, to this report. 

52. Tho same representative said he felt that it was too ambitious to -rovidc 
for food reserves of 10 per cent of total food production as a first step, as 
mentioned in paragraph 5 and that a more modest figure mi-;ht be chosen. 
/mother representative expressed the view that total food production was too 
low a ease on which to predicate the establishment of food reserves, given tho 
very low output of food, in nearly all African countries. Ho suggested that 
food requirement might be taken as a base. 

53. ^ne representative criticised this section for its lack of political 
content, clalling it too technical and dry. He felt that the political danger 
of the food situation ought to bo stressed in the introductory paragraphs to 
the section. Furthermore, it should, be made clear that significant degree of 
self—rclie.nce in food would, in all likelihood not be attained by the end. of 
the decade. He felt that the Summit should, be provided with some estimate of 
the progress which might be realistically expected durin,* the decade. He also 
felt the document should, refer to the need for international negotiations in 
connexion with the transfer of resources and. especially of food, resources. 

54. The representative of the World Food. Council said, he too thought the 
problem of hunger should, be convoyed, with some sense of the political 
urgency involved. For instance, the deterioration of the food situation in the 
1970s seemed to be accelerating. He also folt that the need, for national food 
policies, which in many cases did not exist, should, be emphasized either in 
naragraph 1, paragraph 26 or in the cction on incomes and price policy. 

55. One representative felt that root crops should be included in 
paragraph 10: and. another representative said he though soya should also be 
••ncludod with some reference tu its nutritional value both for humans and 

s, 

/ lar- e numbcrof representatives said they thought the document aid 
t enough emphasis of tho need for land reform; and one roprcsentativ 
3d the need, to refer to the relationship between the farmers and 
'lie also noted that tho important issue of income distribution was 

_ • -i_ 1. ^ -1 -i Aioc Tn hi R V3.G 

nimals. 

> • J* -Lull O liUJIlU^i-vx x v-j/j. w-»- v w 4-«+-itrO 
3t out enough emphasis of the need, for land reform; and one representative 
Pressed, the need, to refer to the relationship between the farmers anc G 

ind. He also noted that tho important issue of income distribution was 
intioned. only in passing, in connexion with price policies. In hisview 
icome distribution in a rural African sittin- coulc. best be achievcc. th 
idical land reform measure that would take into consideration the plisJ 
ic poor* anc. "the XanclXcsSo 
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57. One representative felt that the subsection on fisheries should make mora 
specific reference to river fisheries# Ls for the recommendation contained 
in the subsection on income and price policy, he flct it was essential to say-
how Governments should formulate the typo of policy referred to. 

50. One representative felt that not enough mention had been made of drought 
and desertification and of the need of a strategy to combat thorn. The comment 
was endorsed by the representative of UNIT, who called attention to the need to 
refer to already available plan of action for food self-sufficiency in the 
Sahclian subrcgion. It was agreed that an appropriate recommendation on 
drought and desertification would be incorporated. 

59« One representative said that since food production depended heavily on 
irrigation and mechanization, more prominence should bo given to those subjects 
in the document. lie also pointed out that the document seemed to neglect the 
need for cash crops to pay for the imports required for industrialization and 
also for use as raw materials in local industry. 

The representative of UNI? said he thought some stress should be put on 
the importance of improving living conditions in rural areas, since there 
could be no question of increasing production i'f the producers had all joined 
the rural exodus. He also felt something should be said about the need to 
combat erosion and about the contribution of rcaf f 0 rc stat ion to erosion control. 
Finally, ho asked that UNDP be included among the organizations mentioned in 
paragraph 31. The representative of .11]J also asked that mention be ma.de of 
his organization in that paragraph. 

One representative said he felt extension a.nd the importance of 
communication with the farmer should bo covered in the chapter on food and 
aCriculture. He felt extension was the most important factor in a;:riculture 
and that there should be a separate section on it. He a.ls : felt some 
mention should be made, perhaps in the section on food losses, of the need to 
change consumer habits. 

62 
* One representative said ho supported the remark made by the representative 

°f UNDP concerning the need to improve rural living; conditions. In that 
connexion, he said the rural-urban drift was not adequately stressed in 
the document and that there was need for a deliberate policy to involve 
young school leavers in ag-ricultural development in an attempt to arrest the 
dorift. 

63. 
eno representative said he felt the document should be more emphatic 

as to the need to reduce food losses. Ho also felt that national Governments 
shculd be required to report on the concrete measures they had taken with 
ra;-'ard to tho recommendations made in the Plan of action and that a deadline 
should be set in that regard. 

One representative asked that the subsection on livestock be expanded to 
1delude some reference to foot-and-mouth disease and the need to intensify the 
efforts to eradicate it. 
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65. Two ro-yresontativcG wero of tho view that it weulc' he core h i.,, t 

br £r Executive Secretary of EC A onliinrti + w-,+ r- -i , , losses. iiie •o^es i ix- v explains c.. that f ,od losses had been placed ahear1 

Afric^'economies^CaUS° ^ «•» ̂  ̂  were havinc on 

, lrn° ~r»o»Mrtativc pointed out that tho douoment implicitly referred 
. winly to small farmers ana said that those farmers were subject to very high 
costs. He therefore felt that account should bo taken of the need to 
reorganize pro-auction and production methods in such a way as to reduce 
producer costs and increase both production and producer income. 

67. The section on food and agriculture was adopted as amended. 

African .lan of i.etiin in the field of Industrial bcvclopmont and 
Co-operation 1 ydO-ly'yO((agenda item 6 (b) (ii) ) ' 

68. The Chairman of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole drew attention 
to the amendment that had been made by his Committee to the Chapter of the 
African flan of action in the Field of Industrial Lcvelopment of Co—operation 
1>00-1520. 

69» Turin, the general discussi -n of the Cha:tor, it was ogrcod that its 
first seven paragra^ hs, which gave a general description of the economic 
situation in Africa, should be transferred to the Foreword of the Plan of 
Action. 

7®* Concernin, the short-term objectives proposed for the industrial 
development of the African region in paragraph 1> of the Chapter, several 
participants spoke about tho target of 1 per cent u.f tho world industrial 
producti?n to be achieved by the Africa re. ion at tnc end of 19^5 nncl 
expressed the viev; that such a target was too ambitious and could not be 
achieved within the short-term of five years provided. It was, however, 
pointed out that the target proposed was in conf rmity with the attempt 
to achieve the Lima Target of African industrial production amounting to 
2 per cent of world industrial production by the year 2000. It was finally 
decided that, although the target set in the sh rt-tcrm of Africa's achieving 
at least 1 nor cent cf world industrial production mi/ ht be ambitious, iftc 
difficulties to l.c encountered and how that target and the other targe s 
proposed for the achievements of the Lima Target wore to be achievec cHd 
role of the various economic sectors in hclyin, to achieve the targets such , 
the effect of small-and medium-scale enterprises, slioula 00 strosse t. 
wq -lso -K.inted rut that the target of 1 per cent was merely a linear 

Action "J. other factors such as improved skills, economic 
inn - African countries, improved transport anc. the management t 
-uld all help towards the attainment of the target set in t le a±.- o 

ir 
imon 
:o 
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71. Some delegations expressed the view that the listing of basic industry 
in paragraph 19 (b) of the Chapter, without setting; out the order of their 
priority was not helpful. What would have been more helpful would have been 
an indication, for instance, as to how existing excess industrial capacities 
in Africa could be efficiently used and how industries could be modernized. 
Awthcr delegate was of the view that basic industries were required. However, 
ho felt that the period of five years provided for the laying of the foundations 
of those basic industries was far too short and basic industrial belonged 
more appropriately to medium- and long-term objectives. 

72. Some delegates stressed the fact that the elimination of tariff barriers 
to trade among African countries would promote intra-African tro.de in the 
industrial products. It-was also urged that Africans should be encouraged to 
buy African products. 

73* Attention was drawn to the prevailing high interest rates on investment 
loans which affected the industrial development of the region, and it was 
hoped that in spite of those, international investment organizations would 
continue to invest in the region. Another delegate stated that since national 
>;anks hosistated to invest in industrial development, the mobilization of all 
resources for industrial development should be stressed in a chapter. It 
was also stressed, that apart from the subregional and regional approach to 
industrialization, emphasis should be given to the establishment of bilateral 
industrial development projects. There should be pursued a definite policy of 
JAricanization of entrepreneurship, industrial management and capital ownership. 

74. It was suggested that the Chapter should provide an estimate of the 
cost of industrialization as envisaged in the Chapter. It was explained by 
'he Executive Secretary that it had been difficult to get the figures 
acquired but attempts were being, made to obtain tentative figures from 
•-dpropriate organizations for submission to the OAU Lagos Economic Summit. 

75 The observer from UillLC felt that UNILO III had not entirely produced 
"ci.ntive results as stated in paragraph 11 of the Chapter and that the General 
^onforcnce had adopted a declaration and Alan of Action which had teen inspired 
~y the Group of 77. What now remained was to sec how the Leclaration and 
1. 211 Action could be implemented.- A delegate also expressed, the same view 

'-t though UNIiT III had not been encouraging, it had not been disappointing. 
Tj]C.^Cra-'- delegatus on the other hand expressed the view that the results of 

-u Iij had been negative. A delegate stated that the disappointing results 
c UNI.,;.- in like ULICTAA V should, spur African countries on to achieve rapid 
conomic and social development through self-reliance. It was explained that 

th° ^luii>t°r including: its paragraph 11, was a faithful summary of the Heport of 
c recent Conference of African Ministers of Industry and as such could not 

fc0 changed. 

76. The observer from UNI id. stated that even though there had been established 
^Jghfricon Industrial development Bank for the region it would be wise for 
f^riCCin c'JUntries to participate, however modestly, in the United Nations Fund 

^ndustrial development as this would enable resouces to be mobilized more 
"sUy for African industrial development. He a.lso urged African countries to 
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ratify the UNIIC Convention for the establishment of UNILO as a United Nation. 
pocializoa agency# The Executive Secretary explained tint tho A-P-MM T A 

j-ovclopmont Itod had boon established as a result of a decision of Africm 
Ministers of Industries to complement the United Nations Fund for Industrial 
development, and m a spirit of self-reliance. ausxnai 

77. A dole cat e stressed that to tackle the problems of the drift from the 
rural to the urban areas, rural basic industries and amenities should be 
established at the national level. 

78. The following specific amendments were made to the Chapter: 

*>&) Paragraph 13: After the phrase "Group of 77" there was inserted 
the following phrase "'and adopted by the General Conference of UNIDO"; 

(li) 1 ara-praph 13 • h): The word "clothing" was replaced by the word 
"textile"; 

(c) Paragraph 21 (i): The phrase "rural basic" was inserted after the 
word "of"; 

(d) i'aragraph 22: The following new sub-paragraph (c) was adopted 
"exchange of Information concerning specifications, costs and financial 
condition relating to contracts for industrial production"; 

(c) Paragraph 25: The following new sub—paragraph (h) was adopted 
"free access for inventions, patents and know—how by the countries of the 
Group 77"; 

(f) It was decided that the phrase "acquisition of technology" should 
replace the phrase "transfer of technology" throughout the Chapter. 

Natural Resources 

79. Delegates welcomed the paper as a whole but made the following* comments 
on its details: 

80. Paragraph 1 should highlight the fact that Africa has abundant natural 
resources which are not known in full and that even those that are known are 
exploited by foreigjn multinational corporations and not by African countries 
themselves.,"' Natural resources are important weapons which Africa should use 
as a countor-woight in negotiations with outsiders. Stress should also e 
laid on the need for African States to control the multinational corporation 
that now control Africa's natural resources and require such corporations 
to re—invest in the countries where they operate. Some minerals are no 
exploited by multinational corporations bccuaso although such minerals may 
be of value" to the countries, they arc of no interest to the multinational 
concerned. In all international negotiation emphasis should be laid 0 
the interests of Africa and not the interests of multinationals. 
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8l« It was also pointed out that African countries must emphasize that they 
are masters of all their natural resources* So far as information banks are 
concerned, these should be established at the national level where their 
control would be effective, 

82* Another delegate said that the document should underscore the need for 
African countries to exorcise full sovereignty over their natural resources. 
The document should also make clear whether the information referred to in 
paragraph 2 should bo obtained from one supplied to multinationals. Further, 
although the document stressed the need for the training of personnel, it did 
not stress the new contracts that were to be signed with multinational 
corporations. If such contracts were to be signed, it should bo for limitod 
periods of time only. 

It was .also pointed out that the problem facing- Africa was not so much 
that information on minerals was lacking as that such information was in the 
hands of non-Africans, i/hat Africa lacks is a body to enquire that 
information from outsiders who have it and having obtained the information 
to process it and use it for her benefit. Secondly, the issue was not one 
of preserving Africa's minerals for posterity or slowing down their 
exploitation but one of obtaining an adquate and fair share of value added 
for minerals and all other commodities that Africa sells to the developed 
world. Lastly, it wa.s felt that the section of the paper dealing with water 
resources should be read together with the document on Agriculture since 
availability of water is essential to agricultural development. 

Human Resources 

In the dcbalc on the human resources development and mobilization 
component of the Plan of Action, one representative said that he was not happy 
that no mention whatsoever had been made of such pertinent subjects as health, 
welfare, nutrition and youth; nor wa.s any indication provided as to migration 
trends and the movement of labour within the region, which would have boon 
aPprc-priate in this section of the Plan. Such lacunaelent a certain lack of 
balance to the document. 

Another representative sa.id he felt that not enough cmpnusis had boon 
Placed on training and in particular on the training of scientific and 
technical personnel. He thought measures were needed urgently to avoid 
dependence on expo.tria.tc personnel. Secondly, with regard to the use of 
human resources' in. general, he said he felt the document focused on high-
level, trained manpower with no mention made of the development of human 
resources in general. That question related to the whole issue of the 
effective use of all the manpower resources available in Africa, 

®6» The representative of UUla said thai in his view tho multiclsciplinary 
dimcntions of human resources development and use was not treated in the^ ^ 
document. With regard to tho action called for in paragraph 313, he said it 
was important that action should be translated in terms of programmes. 
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C pointca out that where human resources were concerned, the whole United 
Nations system was involved. In that connexion, he said he felt their 
contri. utim had received minimal attention in the document under consideration. 
87 
nn "+. ThC; SC+^i'1n cnx^uman resources development and utilization was adopted 

unciOrBtanuin.. that it would he improved in the light of the 
observations and suggestions made in the debate. 

Science and Technology 

88. In the consideration of the pro, ramme of action for Science and 
Technology development in Africa in the I;0Os (S/CN.1<;/771/ROV.1 ), one 
representative said that in his view the recommendation that African 
Governments shoula request a total allocation of the order of at least 

J per cent of the Interim Fund was the heart of the J. Ian of Action where 
science and technology development wore concerned, yet that recommendation 
w.as to appear only in annex to the Alan. His proposal that it should appear 
in the main document was accepted. 

89. Another representative said, with reference to the recommendation that 
African Governments should provide adequate resources for the use of scientific 
and technological institutes which they had established, that provisions 
should be made for the effective use of such institutions, some of which 
were not in fact being utilized. 

90. In roply to a question put to the representative of UNA? by the 
representative of UNSSCb as to the procedure for ensuring the allocation of 
,;0 per cent of the Interim Pund for the implementation of African projects and 
as to the ratio of national projects to regional projects under the Fund, the 
representative of UNA? pointed out that while the United Nations General Assembly 
had approved, an outline of the modus operandi of the Interim Fund, the actual 
modalities would have to be finalized by the Intergovernmental Committee, in 
which all African countries were represented. 

91. Although UNIT was the custodian of the Fund, in his view it would not be 
appropriate to approach the Administrator cf UNA? and ask him unilaterally 
to sot aside drJ per cent of the Fund for use by African countries, iiathcr 
it was for the African mornlcrs of the Intergovernmental Committee to fig 
for that allocation, if they feel strongly about such a measure. 

92. Scondly, he pointed out that when the Fun1, had been establishes., it 
Veen made clear that it was an idontifia! lc entity, separate from UiL* 
ros-mccs and that it was not intended to supplement the LPs. _ The Faau 
not to be divided between the various member States on the basis o P°A 
and -)cr capita income, as was the IFF resources. Nor was there any 
for the distribution cf the Fund as between nati nal and regi nal proje 

93. Thirdly, lie p-intcd out ttet, unlike IIP resources, the Interim Pund 
coul". Ve use,'.' lofin-nee yr-joets loin implemented 
or anizations and other institutions, he felt tno rnythm of .JO 
•would emerge as requests came in. 
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94» For the information of the participants, ho announced that at the 
Hedging Conference for the Fund held on 27 March lyGO, firm commitments in 
the amount of 45*7 million dollars, or about one-fifth of the $US 250 million 
targeted for the mobilization of resources for the Fund, had teen obtained. 

95» As a footnote to the discussion of the Interim Fund, the Executive 
Secretary pointed out that one of a.ic drafts submitted to the Conference by 
the Technical Preparatory Meeting of the Whole dealt with the mobilization 
of resources for the Interim Fund. If the Conference of Ministers adopted 
that resolution, it would urge the Inter-governmental Committee to give due 
consideration to the special needs of the African re {don when establishing 
guidelines for the allocation and distribution cf the resources cf the Fund. 
In that resolution African delegations in the Intergovernmental Committee 
wore also UXVXJCI to ensure that Africa's share of the Fund amounted to at 
least 40 per cent. 

At the end of the discussion on the Programme of Action for Science 
and Technology Development, the representative of the United Nations made 
a statement concerning the application of science and technology'for meeting 
the needs of the handicapped. She pointed out that there were 450 million 
handicapped in the world, which was equivalent to the entire population of 
Africa. She pointed cut that most technologies relating to the handicapped 
in Africa were imprtcd and inordinately expensive. Finally, she informed 
the Conference that the Administrator of UNb± was considering the possibility 
of financing a study on the establishment of industries manufacturing; devices 
for the handicapped in the African countries themselves. 

97* The Section on the Programme of Action for Science and Technology 
development was adopted as amended with note taken of the comments made 
in the debate. 

transport and Communications 

90, Dur' ir the discussion on th: item it was pro^. oce. thwt tno hco.c.i 
« title of the it4, should he ohhhfhi Aw, =»*»*«• -
decade" to "I lan of Action". This proposal was not debatca. 

99. The second proposal was to repeal the paragraph dealing with the link 
between Africa and Europe via Gibraltar bocuasc it had not ,oen 1"c^Ga 

in the first phase of the Transport Decade. It was expLainoc 1that the 
Technical Committee had already agreed to delete the paragraph 

100. The Ministers stressed the importance of implementing 
Programme, for which the resources required should be mo.ulizce— 5" y 

as Possible. It was also suggested that the document shoulc take c-ccoun 
?f those national projects which have a regional impact. It w.s pointea ou 
ln reply that Phase II of the Decade would take sucn nnti uu.l x.r-j-
into account. 
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feeder ^rsrsfss of su;,;:ort fur th°str°ss xaw« cooler roc.es m the liCht of their importance, particularly in the land
locked countries of the Sahel. He said that, in that connexion, UNSO was 
rcacjr to share with others its experience derived from its involvement in 
providing assistance, in the drought-stricken countries of the Sahel in this 
I 1C1CU 

102 • Lastly, it was proposed that rather than aiminr to reduce harriers 
between African countries, the countries should take steps to eliminate 
such harriers between them since harriers had been created by colonial 
rulers. This view was appreciated, but it was felt that for practical 
reasons reduction of barriers should precede their ultimate elimination, 

3• The section cn transport and communications was adopted as amended. 

Trade and Finance 

4* Commenting on this item a do locate wondered how sub-paragraphs (a) and 
(c) of para.praph 3 of the document differed. To him they looked the same. 
Ho went on to say that throughout the document emphasis was put on mobiliza
tion of financial resources. lie said that Africa had thirteen financial 
ref/ional development institutions. He wanted to know the relationship 
between these institutions and wondered where funds would come from if 
more such institutions were established. He thou, lit it miyht be preferable 
to improve existing institutions rather than establishing new ones. 

105". in reply the Executive Secretary stressed the one of the problems facing 
Africa today is the multiplicity of currencies and their non-convertibility. 
All but C African currencies are linked with forci, n currencies: the US 
dollar, the French Franc, etc. Africa needed to decolonize her currencies 
too if talk of self-reliance is to have meaning. As far back as 1?63 SCA 
had been yivinr t hov&ht to the question of establishing an independent 
African monetary system. He deplored the fact that of the devclopin,, regions 
Africa was no only one which did n i have a regional monetary institution 
to handle monetary problems. That was the reason why when an African country 
was faced with monetary problems the only advice riven by international 
institutions was that it should devalue its currency, reduce public expend 
etc. The recipe hardly ever worked. Consequently he felt the time had 
come to borin to develop an African IMF which would bo able to _guarantee 
the monetary stability of Africa. Africa was the only developing continon 
that did not have such machinery to cushion it ayainst wren, advice 
these International Financial Institutions. 

106. Cn the Mutual Guarantee and Solidarity Find suyyested by the eJJ, he 
s-iC the proposal would be studied by EC. in co-operation with all nfric.n 
Levelommcnt Banks. The results of the study would be suomittec. to t 
Ministers of Finance and Trade for their consideration ana action. 
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107. C'nc. delegate pointed out that although he was satisfied with the 
explanation riven by the Executive Secretary the fact was that the explanation 
was not reflected in the document. Whatever measures wore taken would not 
work as most African countries were unable to rive credit facilities to 
other African countries; that was why for example they bought meat from 
Brazil and Argentina and not from each other. Brazil and Argentina on the 
other hand accorded credit facilities to African countries. He supported 
the creation of a'Kogional Payments system for which there could.be no 
substitute , 

108. The Executive -Secretary further stated that what he said was in fact 
contained in different paragraphs of the document. He suggested that paragraph 
4 should be read together with pape 7 and particularly page 0 paragraph 
(c). Those proposals were in fact put forward by the Ministers of Trade 
when they met in Addis Ababa last March. 

1°9. One representative said he felt the chapter on trade and.finance was 
badly structured.. He also drew attention to the ncod to refer to Africa's 
share in world, trade in manufactures in terms of the 30 per cent tar pet 
envisaged for the dcvclopinp countries for the year 2000. 

^0* One delegate said that intra-African Trade should constitute the basic 
element of Africa's strategy. He deplored the proliferation of measures 
which lacked a unifying principle. He felt that all measures in this 
connexion should lead to the creation of an African Common Market. The case of 
ECOWAS showed that Africa's Heads of State and Government had the Political 
will to move in this direction. This point was supported by other delcpates 
who felt that Africa should also consolidate and stronpthen existinp subregional 
structures which would lead it to this common market. A representative 
emphasized the importance of border trade between African countries and 
requested that ECA should study this unique typo of trade. 

1f11' On page 6-, last paragraph, one delegate proposed that African trade 
feirs should be made explicitly African trade fairs. He pointed out that whenever 
+h Afracan "trade fair was organized, goods from outside found their way to them, 
thus rendering Africa's goods less competitive. This should not be allowed in 

e future. A representative suggested that trade centres in and trade 
•missions to African countries should be encouraged. 
112 

* One delegate felt that Intra-African trade was going to be slow as 
ong as the underdevelopment of African economics was not dealt with. African 
r&do consisted of primary commodities and unless the structure of African 

tra«o was changed he felt that Africa would not develop. Emphasis should 
ft°refore be put on Trade and Production as both go together. 

r * The representative of the IMP first of all spoke about the good 
°lations which existed between Africa and his organization. He believed 

c there was no divergence of opinion between the IMP and the different 
^°untries present in the conference. He welcomed all efforts made; and 
peaking particularly on Chapter II he stated that his organization supported 
Q Gatircly and was ready to co-operate with ECA on its implementation 
Renting on the African IMP he advised that in talking about a Monetary 



Fund on the level of the continent, an attempt should be made ma eh to getinferrr 
and learn from the experience of others. He askod the Conference to find 

.e reasons which prevented the creation of a European la*-. He felt some 
° waa no't justified. IMP welcomed any effort to create 

stability among currencies in a region as a contribution to the world 
monetary system stability. 

In fact IMP was currently providing technical assistance for students 
on convertibility among currencies in East African countries and within 
ECOWAS . 

115. A representative stressed the need for a proper balanoeof emphasis between 
domestic trade and the real production sectors, particularly agriculture and 
manufacturing as trade seems to attract an undue proportion of resources in 
very many Airican countries. Ho drew attention to the need to increase the 
level of indigenous participation in both domestic and intra—African trado, and 
the need to restructure one banking system to provide short financing for 
intra—hfrican trade. Ho also asked for the rationale for prescribing 
increased trade with centrally planned economies, when, the Strategy for Africa 
is aimed at cxponsi n of intra-African trade. He made it clear that he had no 
objection to trade with centralized economics but was only concerned with the 
issue of context, consistency and avoidance of principles that may direct 
attention from the principal objective. 

116. A representative ox the secretariat assured all delegates who had put 
forward suggestions and recommendations that everything had been taken note 
of and would bo reflected in the final paper. He, however, pointed out that 
.Africa could not live in isolation as it was looking forward for a new 
framework of international co—operation. 

Institution build-in,-, for economic and technical co-oporation and measures 
strengthening existing ones ((agenda item 6 (b) (ix) ) 

117. With respect to paragraph 2 of the Chapter, a delegate stated that 
multinational institutions have suffered fr m the lack of follow-up in t c 
implementation of political decisions through bureaucratic delay and re 
tape, and not through the lack jf political will on the part of African 
countries. Ho suggested that paragraph 2 should be amended according y* 

118. In respect of paragraph 7 (1), of the Chapter, it was accepted that^ 
the assessment to be undertaken by the Executive Secretary of the com 
relevance and effectiveness or otherwise, of existing multinationa 
institutions established under the aegis of the ECA should bo carriesout 
£co-operation with major donor institutions A delegate pointed 
since the UNDP had been designated as tho focal point of all TCD qu 
by the Buenos hires Conference on TCW, UMP should find a formula to^ 
urovide financial assistance t) support multinational in important 
'suffered fr .m lack of financial support fronts "Omhors. It ot 

th.at UNDP as maj-r donor should bo associates with E 
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multinational institutions established under the aegis of the latter. 
With respect to paragraph 7 (ii) it was suggested that the Conference of 
Ministers ought to propose a common formula, for the assessment of the 
contributions of members to be applied to multinational institutions to the 
OAU Lagos Economic Summit and if they could net find such common formula, 
to so inf rm the Summit. 

119• With respect tc paragraph 7 (iii) some delegates felt that it should 
be deleted since no new multinational institution would be established 
without prior thorough examination. Several delegates however felt that 
this sub-paragraph was very important as it provided guidelines for the 
future particularly in the conversion of national institutions into multi
national ones. It was decided to retain the sub-paragraph. 

120, With respect to the lack of support of multinational institutions 
by those who called for their establishment, it was pointed out that this 
did not moan that the multinational institutions that were established 
were not necessary and essential. A delegate pointed out however that 
some institutions did not receive support bccuasc they did not function 
properly since their constitutions required only a few signatory African 
countries to bring them into being. Ke felt that if only 7 or 15 out of 49 
"frican States were all that were needed to establish a multinational 
institution, such institutions were unlikely to obtain the support of a 
substantial number of African countries. Before multinational institutions 
were established, it must be known that tlicy would have the support of all 
nfricau member States. 

121. The Executive Secretary pointed ~>ut that there were several institutions 
which would have ground to a halt if they had not been kept alive by their 
host governments and by such organizations as UNDP and UiJEPA. The point 
we.s that if for instance, 16 African countries decided to establish a 
multinational institution theny they must all do their share to keep it 
going. Eitherm institution was a national one of the advantages of which were 
open t>"> other iifrican countries by way of TCDC ^r it was a multinational 
institution an African countries were members by way of economic co-operation, 
m which case, the members wore expected to give the institution their 
full support. 

1PP • The representative of UNDP stated that he did not like the title of 
the Chapter as it was silent about machinery f: r economic and. technical 
co-operation. He noted that nothin- had. been stated, about technical co
rporation among developing countries, which had made a significant contribution 
_ 0 the development of African countries since it had. allowed them to 
pre'rcss by learning from cacli other's experience. He felt that the chapter 
would benefit if it covered the question of technical co-operation among 
African countries and between iifrican countries and other developing countries. 

Environment and development 

1^3. In the discussion of the section on environment and. development, a 
-preventative pointed out that the Intergovernmental Committee on Human 
°ttlaments had laid the foundations for the establishment of a human 
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settlements office within the ECA secretariat. That -eels-ion k 
endorsee: by the Conference of Ministers TTf i T V " 
request in/ the Intergovernmental CommitTc to make tTSLTTToTT 

";at th0 "h°la ^ cottlomonts had dbL 
the io.uc of environment and 'lovclopmont and drew the attention of the 

operational^0 ^ th° Wn SQttlcHcnts *fTico had not yet become 

124* ^ representative of UNSO asked that the words "and adaptable exotic 
species be inserted in sub-paragraph 2 (c) between the words "native trees" 
ana as wind breaks",, as those species might contribute to efforts both to 
combat desertification end to provide a supplementary source of income to 
farmers. 

125. The representative of UNDP said he hoped that in the final document the 
problem of erosion might be mentioned in cross—reference to the observation 
on erosion he had requested in the section on food and agriculture. 

126. The section on environment and development was adopted as amended. 

Least developed African countries 

127. In the discussion of the section concerning the least developed African 
countries, one representative proposed that in paragraph 12 the countries 
which had requested, to be included in the list of least developed countries 
be mentioned by name. Those countries were Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, 
Guinea—Bissau, Sao Tome and Principe and Seychelles. 

128. A representative asked that the following- sentence he inserted in 
paragraph 3 (c) between the second and third sentences in that subparagraphs 
"Because of the special position of those countries, neighbouring; coastal 
countries are requested to grant them port facilities and facilities relating 
to their access to the sea." 

129. 0n° representative said that paragraph 2 seem to imply that the least 
developed countries were responsible for the situation in which they founa 
themselves. He felt that the more developed -frican countries should be 
requested to stop up their effort on behalf of the least developed countries 
on the understanding that the least developed countries would be expected 
to pursue their own efforts. 

130. The representative of UNDP asked that in paragraph 3 (f) the words 
"their development planning and administration, including bo inscr o ^ 
after the words "the improvement of" and the word "data collection, .... 

131. The section on least developed African countries was adopted as 

amended. 
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Energy 

132« The Chairman of the Technical Preparatory Committee infcrmed the 
participants that the delegations of Algeria and Nigeria had reservations 
regarding the fourth sub-paragraph of paragraph 6, that the delegation 
of Algeria had reservations regarding the sixth sub-paragraph of paragraph 6 
and that the delegation of Nigeria had reservations concerning the establish
ment of an African Energy Commission as referred to in sub-paragraph (i) 
of paragraph 11. 

133. The representative of Algeria explained that his delegation had been 
troubled by the lack of consistency in some of the analyses and proposals 
made in the document. The document seemed to imply that bo-lnncc of payments 
deficits had been caused solely by the price of hydrocarbons and took no 
account of the other causes mentioned in the foreword and main body of the 
Plan of Action. Moreover, the action recommended in the Plan seemed to 
centre on hydrocarbons wheroas there wore no references to the problem of 
the price of other sources of energy, and especially not of the price of the 
hydroelectricity which some producer countries distributed to neighbouring 
consumer countries. Some of those consumer countries were hea.vily burdened 
by the price of the hydroelectricity they had to import because they lacked 
the resources to build dams. With regard to the suggestion in the fourth 
subparagraph of paragraph 6, that preferential tariffs should be granted 
to offset balance-of-poymcnts deficits, he said it was the responsibility 
of OPEC to establish machinery for the marketing of petroleum and that 
preferential tariffs were not included in the present OPEC system. Because 
°f their discriminatory nature, preferential tariffs even contravened the 
OATT international trade regulations. In rcspoct of the conpcnsation fund, 
also referred to in the fourth subparagraph cf paragraph 6, he asked whether 
bhe idea of establishing- such a fund was only to offset balancc-of—payment 
deficits in the importing countries in ca.ses where such deficits were due 
"to hydrocarbons or were they also meant to help to finance the preservation 

petroleum reserves in the oil-exporting countries in recognition of the 
fact that petroleum was a non-renewable resource and would not bo externally 
available t-> those countries. In the latter case, the fund should be financed 
by the largest consumers of petroleum, which owing to their excessive demands, 
had cuased speculation on the petroleum market. In that connexion ho mentioned 
iho giant profits made by transnational petroleum companies, in latter years, 
wbich had recently induced an important industrial State to introduce a 
heavy profits tax, 

^4. He explained that the OPEC Strategy Committee had recommended turning 
"the OPEC Special Fund into an international development agency, one of 
whose main roles would be the compensation of balance-of-paymonts deficits 
of developing countries. The Committee had also recommended the creation of 
ari international development bank. In that connexion, he toid the participants 
"that at the recent OPEC meeting at Caracas, Algeria had joined Venezuela in 
Proposing the creation of that bank, whose capital would be subscribed 
Jointly by the incbistrialized countries and the petroleum-exporting countries. 
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It would bo both an international monetary fund and a world bank and would 
act in co-ordination with existing international financial and monetary 
institutions. J 

135. _ It would act in a number of ways in the financing of developing countries, 
especially non-oil-producin/ countries. In that respect, he said that a 
compensation lund financed by the industrialized petroleum-import in.;, countries 
coul'.. also be established. Those countries would support the fund by 
contributing a set amount for each tonne of petroleum purchased. 

136. The representative of Nigeria said he supported the views advanced in 
the statement made by the representative of Algeria and added that he did 
not agree the all balance of payments problems were caused by oil prices and 
must be compensated for by oil producing; countries. He pointed out that 
Niycria itself had serious balance of payments problems and had been forced 
to take drastic measures, including borrowing, to correct the situation. In 
view of the points raised by the representative of Algeria, he said he 
considered the fourth sub-paragraph of paragraph 6 to be unnecessary and 
thought it should bo deleted. That was not to imply that oil-producing African 
countries could afford to ignore the economic problems facing sister countries 
and there was lots of evidence of such awareness. He also expressed 
reservations regarding subparagraph 6 as the proposals contained therein could 
only conceivably be the subject of bilateral negotiations. He did not believe 
that the proposal study would accomplish anything. 

137. "With regard tr> his reservations concerning- the establishment of an 
African Energy Commission, he explained that his delegation was wary of 
the proliferation of regional institutions and felt that the energy problem 
should bo tackled first at the national and perhaps at the subrcgional level. 
Moreover, it found it difficult to recommend the establishment of a commission 
until details on its terms of reference and other particulars become available" 
It waul', seem that the recommendations contained in sub-paragraphs (b), (c), 
(d) and (c) of paragraph 11 could be implemented by the relevant divisions 
in ECA. 

38. The UNDP representative called attention to efforts being made by a 
lumber >f West African countries with the co-operation of several donor 
countries and organizations including UNDP with a view to establishing a 
•clonal centre for solar ener y .development. He felt that the proposes 
;cl»-supoort cd. regional centre on solar energy should take into accoun 
ixierienco that mi ht be gained from the subrc, ionsl Centre. Ho also 
ixnressod the view that there was no need for .-cothernial energy as c 
ntcrested African countries could, learn from experience grainee oy 0 
developing countries (including other African countries) without establish^. 

permanent infrastructure. 
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139* One representative said there were two sets of problems in relation 
to energy. First, there were the problems that could be mot by non-
conventional energy sources, but only in the Ion.'; term. Second, there 
wore the more pressing problems which required immediate attention. Some 
African countries were now spending 45-50 per cent of their export 
earnings of oil imports compared with 10-15 per cent in 1972. While 
he a,-rood that preferential tariffs might not be the only answer, the 
problem remained, Africa produced, enough petroleum for its own requirements, 
yet African countries were confronted with the problem of ensured supply. 
When supply was tight some African countries were denied supplies in favour 
of advanced countries. 

140. The representative of Zaire gave some information concerning the immense 
possibilities presented by the Inga Dam in his country. He stated that it 
would eventually be possible to transport deloctricity from the Dam to 
neighbouring, countries and even to places as far away as the Niger, and South 
Africa. Zaire was always ready for co-operation in this area with a view to 
engaging; in joint action to meet a larg;o part of the continent's need for 
oloctricity, which represented a renewable source of energy whose price would 
remain steady or, in tho case of industrial usag-e, even decline. 

141. With regard to the activities mentioned in paragraph 10 of the document, 
one representative drew attention to the vital role played by the International 
Atomic Energy Agency. The Agency had only 24 African members, and he felt 
it was urgent and desirable for others to join as soon as possible in view 
of the access the Agency provided to all aspects of nuclear energy development. 
Moreover, the Agency was at the moment revising its constitution in such a way 
that African countries would be more equitably represented in its Board of 
Governors. It was important for there to be as may nfrican members as possible 
"to support tho revision. 

-1-42. The representative of UNSO said that in the light of tho role played by 
firewood as a source of energy supply in Africa, ho felt that some provision 
should be made fcr appropriate activities relating to the use of firewood so 
that rural Africa would be adequately covered in the plan of action. Moreover, 
Ho noted that paragraph 2 referred to the lack of a national energy policy in 
most African countries tut pointed out that there was nc parallel recommendation 
under paragraph 11. He hoped that such a recommendation would be included 
in the final text. 

143. The Secretary-General of CAU took the floor and said he regretted not 
havin." been able to address the opening; mooting of the current session as he 
had been out of town on business. Ho said that those wishing to make a real 
contribution t.< tho special Economic Summit in Lagos must see the continont 
ns being- in tho throes of very serious problems. He called for common action 
nnd remarked that in .--cncral African c untrics were always keen to accept 
ideas but not always ready to put thorn in practice. No African country could 
cnvisa,;-e the year 2000 with serenity. Nowadays it was accepted that the future 
could.be constructively planned only by looking at it collectively. 



144. In his view, what was missing in the document under consideration was 
t c o^rit of community. The watchword of the Economic Summit should he 

• i-tj'/p„p rM ' lc,wi11 to tr-ko a nGW approach to African development. 
"  f A  , r '  7  W r " S 1 ' j y  T  m ° a n S  ° n l y  S C C t ° r  i n  W h i c h  ^ - " A e r a t i o n  s h o u l d  
ye f ^torcu, he wo nacre el, m connexion with the debate which had just taken 
pi -Co j whether commitment to Africa played a very import art role. He was 
c. nvmcee that all problems _ re latin/ to onorpy could be dealt with within the 

r-..".ow>-rk of an enor/y commission and urged the oroation of such a body. He 
eneoc. .,y statin,g that Africans must demonstrate their solidarity and exhorted 
the Ministers to rise above their national interests and forge ahead in the name 
of Africa. 

Strategics for the integration of 'women in development for 1980-1985 

145* In the aiscussion on this item it was approcd to amend sub—paragraph (a) 
of Aiara.p*raph 25 of the document by adding words after "pbarmaceut icals" to 
prohibit the importation into Africa of injurious drugs from developed 
countries. 

146. Mrs. C.B. Kankasa, speaking in her capacity as Vice-President of the 
African Re. i >nal Co-ordinating Committee for the Integration of Women in 
Development, said she was addressint the Conference pursuant to the Rabat 
Conference res lution which authorized her to attend ECA Conferences of 
ilinistcrs in order to inform them of issues concerning women and development. 
In this connexion she referred to resolutions of the Second Regional 
Conference on Women and Development hold in Lusaka, Zambia, from 3 to 7 
December 1979* The Conference had met, amongst other things, to draw up 
pro xammos and. strategies for I98O-I985 as well as to prepare for the World 
Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women to bo held in Copenhagen, 
Denmark, in July, I98O. Conference resolutions dealt with the situation of 
women in the fields of employment, education, and health; access to credit 
and improved tcchn dopy; the establishment of co-operatives and other inccmc-
cnerntin activities; the lot of women in rural areas; maternity benefits; 

the need to chanpo traditional attitudes to women; the problem of drop-outs among 
school pirls; infant mortality, the need for public health and environmental 
hygiene; the role of law, custom and religion in fixing the place of women in 
sreiety; "the confinement of women to traditional sectors of the economy; and 
the need for women to play a creative role in agriculture, industry, national 
banning, international trade, science and technology, etc.. In addition, t 0 

Conference had adopted important resolutions on Apartheid and the status 0 
women in South Africa. In that connexion the Conference had called on ai 

governments to sever political, economic, miliatry and diplomatic links wi 
South Africa. The OAU was also called upon in another resolution lo estobli 
a voluntary fun to be used for the legal defence ana assistance of 
of political prisoners in South .Africa. 

147. One delegate doubted the need for the establishment of a 
• re T„„= for women, and referred to the problems women experienced between 

the '-pes f 17 und 39 yours. 
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148. The Assistant Adminstrator of UNDP and Regional Director for Africa 
sail that African women were already contributing largely to African develop
ment . The problem therefore was not that of their integration into development 
but of their being dcmarginalized and of how to compensate them of what they 
were already doing. 

149. The Conference took note of the report. 

Development planning. Stastics and Population 

150. The section on development planning, statistics and population was 
adopted. 

General conclusions 

151« The plan of action as a whole was adopted for submission to the OAU 
Special Economic Summit to be held at Lagos at the end of April 1980. The 
plan of action is reproduced in part D of this report. 

Other matters 

152e At the invitation of tho Chairman, the Secretary-General of OAU took 
•the floor. He paid, homage to the work done by ECA to promote tho economic 
anu social development of Africa over the years. He reminded the Conference 
that the OAU Heads of State and Government had, at their Assembly in Monrovia 
in July 1979, entrusted the secretariat of OAU and ECA with the task of pro-
paring for the Special Economic Summit to bo hold in Lagos in April I98O. 
accordingly, the two secretariats had co-operated in preparing the agenda for 
he Summit. Although he and the Executive Secretary of ECA had established 

a very close and cordial working relationship, he felt that the time had come, 
in the interest of efficiency, to determine more clearly the working relations 
between the two organizations. In that regard it had been decided to submit 
a resolution on co-operation between OAU and ECA to the Conference of Ministers 
or its consideration and subsequent submission to the Special Economic Summit. 

jatc and place of next meeting 

It was decided that the sixteenth session/seventh mectin.; of tho 
inference of Ministers should be held at Freetown, Sierra Leone, in April 1981, 

G Precise do,te to be determined later. 

^SSgidorati.-in nf. rGS02u^pons anp adoption of tho report 

^•54 _ Tho Conference adopted this report on the work of tho fifteenth session 
° the Commission, sixth mooting, of tho Conference of Ministers for submission 

0 the Economic and Social Council. It also adopted tho resolutions submitted 
° it by tho Technical Preparatory Committee of tho Mhole and a resolution 

the Pinn 0g Action for the implementation of the Monrovia Strategy. Those 
es°lutions are contained in section E of this rep>ort. 
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155. 
• ' i s  

5. The representative of Ghana, who had expressed reservations Carina the 
f tbRcirH '"I !in? °TittC0 °f rCS!lution 393 (XV) on the new statutes 

_ - the Re, i n..l Instiute for Populate ,n Studies in Accra, said he was with-
/f rascrvatl+ns '-n tllc understanding that the Executive Secretary 

r H T » +-'+°+" +a m°Ctln' of representative of all the countries members 
- the Institute tu sort out certain financial questions relating to the 

institute. 

Closure of the meeting 

156. A cl sin.' speech was matte by the representative of Erypt, and the 
Ro.pp rtcur moved a vote of thanks to the Government and ^oeplo of Ethiopia 
(see res-lution 398 (XV) ). 

] 57. In his clr'sin speech, the Executive Secretary of ECA thanked all the 
participants far their contribution to the sucess of the 'Conference. He 
said that after the African Heads of State and Government had met at Laaos 
and considered the action needed for the development of Africa, a common effort 
would 1 e required to attain the objectives set. In that connexion, he said 
he was one nraped by the spirit of co-operation the Ministers had demonstrated 
in the sessi >n as they were the ones who would lead the way in the development 
effort to come. 

158. The Chairman of the Conference called the sixth mootinp on historic event 
as it had marked the first time the Conference of Ministers had sat at Africa 
Hall and particularly because at it the Ministers had discharged their 
res; onsibility to the African Heads of State and Government and to all the 
pe .. He of iJTrica by corainp up with an excellent Plan of action for submission 
to the first OAU Economic Summit. He said it had been a fro&t pleasure for 
him to- chair the Conference, which had Icon inspired in its deliberations by 
the addresses delivered by the Chairman of the Provisional Military 
administrative Council of Socialist Ethiopia, the Executive Secretary of 
L'CA, the assistant Director of UI'JDP and Repicnal Director for Africa and the 
Secretary-General of OAU. Finally, he expressed his ratitudo to the Technical 
Preparatory Committee of the Whole for the sound work it had done in 
pre1 arati n for the Conference and to the entire EGA secretariat for its part 
in makin • the Conference a success. 

159. The Chairman declared the fifteenth session of the Commission (sixth 
meetin of the Conference of Ministers) closed. 
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D. RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS AT ITS SIXTH MEETING 

Number Title papo 

375 (XV) Women and development s Programmes and strategies 
for 1980-1985 63 

376(XV) UNDP Regional Programme for Africa, 1982-1985 64 

377(X7) Pan-African Documentation and Information System (PADIS) ... 65 

378 (XV) Action Plan and Institutional Machinery for a Regional 
Programme on the Environment for Africa 66 

379(XV) Participation in the 1980 Special Session of the 
General Assembly »» 68 

380(XV) Follow-up of the World Conference on Agrarian Reform 
and Rural Development in the African Region ................ 69 

38l(XV) International economic relations as factors in African 
development 70 

382(XV) Mobilization of resources of the Interim Fund for Science 
and Technology for Development 71 

3 3 3 ( X \ f )  Amendment of the rules of procedure of the Economic 
Commission for Africa 72 

384(XV) EGA/UNDP Co—operation 72 

385(XV) Intergovernmental Committee of Experts for Science and 
Technology Development 73 

386(XV) Stren gthening Africa's capability to use science and 
technology for development 74 

387(XV) Joint OAU/ECA Meeting of African Experts on Energy 
(Addis Ababa, 25-28 March 1980) 76 

38o(XV) Integrated regional training, research and advisory 
programme for the conservation and management of African 
wildlife 78 

3°9(XV) in stituticnal machinery for reviewing and co-ordinating 
human resource development policies and programmes in 
Africa 79 

390(XV) Institu tion building for economic and technical co
operation and measures for strengthening existing ones .... 8l 
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82 

84 

85 

102 

103 

105 

106 

108 

109 

ill 

118 

113 

Title 

The United Nations Transport and Communications Decade 
in Africa ... M, 

Establishment of an African Regional Institute for the 
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders 

New Statutes of the Regional Institute for Population Studiesj 
Accra, and the "Institut do Formation ct de Rocherches 
dernographiques", Yaounde 

Assistance to Uganda .......... • • •«. ........... 

Situation of refugees in Africa ........ 

International Year of Disabled Persons 

The role of the Economic Commission for Africa in the develop
ment process of the African least developed countries 

Plan of Action for the implementation of the Monrovia 
Strategy for African Development 

African Institute for Economic Development and Planning ....... 

Priority population programmes of the Economic Commission 
for Africa 

Regional training in population studies in Africa »•»*•«•«••••• 

Vote of thanks to the Government and people of Ethiopia 
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375(XV). Women and development ; Programmes and strategics for 1980—1985 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 33/l85 in which the Assembly requested 
regional preparatory meetings to suggest appropriate programmes for the second half 
of the Decade through a review and evaluation of the progress made and obstacles 
encountered in the first half of the Decade, 

Recalling also its resolution 364(XIV) which approved the arrangements and 
adopted a draft agenda for African regional conference on women and development, 

Having examined the report of the Second Regional Conference on the Inte
gration of Women in Development held in Lusaka, Zambia, from 3 to 7 December 1979 
together with the resolutions adopted by the Conference and programmes and 
strategies proposed for 1980-1985? 

Having also examined the report of the Executive Secretary of ECA on the 
recruitment of women to the secretariat of BOA, 

Conscious of the vital role women play in the process of national development 
as essential human resources, 

1» Takes note of the report of the Second Regional Conference on the Inte
gration of Women in Development including the Programmes and Strategies for 1930-
198,5 and endorses the action proposals contained in these documents; 

2» Endorses also all the resolutions adopted by the Conference as expressing
wishes of the people of Africa on these specific issues, namely, Apartheid and. 
women in Southern Africa, female mutilation, appointment of women to posts in the 
professional and higher categories in the secretariat of the Economic Commission 
for Africa, International Year of the Child, the Voluntary Fund for the United 
Nations Decade for Women; 

3* Calls upon all Governments, as a natter of urgency, to examine the 
recommendations contained in the Programmes and Strategies and the resolutions 
of the Conference in order to accord, within their respective plans, high pjriority 
for achieving better socio—economic conditions for all people based on the reali
zation of the full and equal partnership, of men and women in the development of 
society, both in law and in their implementation; 

4* Recommends to all Governments to establish appropriate machineries for the 
fuller integration of women in development and to provide as a priority, the man-
Power and financial resources required for the implementation of the recommendations 
contained in the above documents; 



5. Requests the Executive Secretary to submit annually through the African 
Regional Co-ordinating Committee for the Integration of Women in Development 
progress report on the progress nade in the implementation of this resolution. 

212th meeting. 
12 April lQgo. 

376(XV). UMDP Regional Programme for Africa. 1902-1986 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 34/206 entitled "Implementation of 
Section SM of the annex to the General Assembly resolution 32/197 on the res
tructuring of the economic and social sectors of the United Nations system", 

Taking into consideration the consensus reached at the UMDP Regional Meeting 
of Resident Representatives in Africa at Mbabane, Swaziland (7-17 January 19B0), 
at which the OAU Secretary-General was present, and on the basis of this consensus 
agreement was reached between UNDP and SUA, relative to the preliminary views of 
UNDP on the strategy : priority activities and work plan for the 1932-1936 
programming cycle, 

Considering also: 

- Resolution 332(ZIV) with Annex A — Development Strategy for Africa for 
the Third Development Decade, 

- Resolution aC/nes.722(JG3:iTl) - Monrovia Strategy for the Economic 
Development of Africa, 

- Resolution AHG/ST.3(XVl)/Rcv. 1 - Monrovia Declaration of Cccnitnent of 
the Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African Jnxyy 
on Guidelines and Measures for National and Collective Self-reliance x. 
Social and Economic Development for the Ectablichacnt of a New Inter
national Economic Order, 

1„ Expresses appreciation to UflDP for the assistance provided to the 
African region, both at the national and regional levels; 

2. Takes note of the contexts of document E/CIJ. 14/758 on th° ^ed 'therein 
Pro.3rar.1r.1c for Africa 1902-1505. and agrees to the priority areas prop —• 
including action in the field of energy and incu3\;ryj 

3. Requests UNDP to increase the over-all resources allocs -
procramning for Africa during the 1932-1936 programming cycle. 

7l?frh meeting, 
19 A nr»i 1 !9oQ« 
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377(XV). Pan-African Documentation and Information System (PADIS) 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling its resolution 359(XIV) of 27 March 1979 concerning the general 
design of a Pan-African lJuncrical and Non-numerical Data Bank, approved by- the 
ECA Conference of Ministers at its fifth meeting in Rabat, Morocco, 

Recognizing that a self-sustaining and self-reliant pnn-African development 
policy which has among its primary objectives self-sufficiency in food, the 
developilent of its natural and human resources, the promotion of intra-African 
trade and the intensification of industrial development can be conducted properly 
only if it is supported by a sound documentation and information system, 

Taking into consideration the project document on a Pan-African Documentation 
and Information System (PADIS)prepared by a group of experts of the Economic 
Commission- for Africa and the International Development Research Centre (iDRC) 
with the participation of the United. Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO), the Department of International Economic and Social Affairs 
of the United Nations Headquarters (UN-DIESA) and the United: Nations Economic 
Commission for Latin America (UN-CEPAL) submitted to ECA on 1 June 1979, 

Considering that all the other regional commissions have taken, long ago, 
the necessary steps to create a documentation and information network for their 
region's economic and social development, 

1. Notes with satisfaction that the ECA Executive Secretary has already 
taken preliminary steps towards the implementation of the PADIS project; 

2. Calls upon the Executive Secretary to take urgently all necessary 
measures to allow an immediate commencement of operations of phases 1, 2 and. 
3 of the PADIS project; 

3. Invites the Executive Secretary to accelerate the acquisition of 
suitable hardware, software, and laboratory equipment and supplies of a type 
range and cost that would not be beyond the financial means of the majority 
°f .African countries should they decide to acquire compatible equipment; 

4» Calls upon the international community to provide a full support 
to the African continent for the immediate implementation and development of 
PADIS in order to allow an effective organization of the regional, subregional 
and national input centres as a network; 

5« Thanks the UNDP, African Development Bank and IDRC for their tangible 
financial support for the PADIS project; 

6. Calls upon further the United Nations Sccretary-Gcnoral to .give full 
support to ECA for the implementation of the PADIS project. 

212th meeting, 
12 April 1930. 
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378 (XV). Action PIaii and Institutional Machinery for a Regional Programme 
on the Environment for Africa 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recall in/7 its resolution 332-(XIV) of 2? March 1979 on the development 
strategy for Africa for the Third Development Decade which formulated a Decla
ration of Commitment by Governments to specific priority projects for the speedy 
economic development of the continent and which prepared guiding principles and 
an action plan for member States to pursue a national policy for collective self-
reliant, self-sustaining, internally generated and environmentally sound strategy 
in social and economic development for the establishment of a New International 
Economic Order, 

Bearing in mind other resolutions of the Commission (303(XIIl), 305(XIIl), 
300(XIII), 313(XIII)) and of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNE?) 
(GC/31, GC/6l) on the environment but especially General Assembly decision 
33/437 of 20 December 1978 which stressed that the guiding principle for envi
ronmental considerations for the New International Development Strategy should 
reflect in an appropriate manner the need for the protection of the environment 
and for the incorporation of environmental principles into the developmental 
strategies and priorities of developing countries, 

Aware that the environmental perspectives and priorities of the developed 
industrialized countries arc different from those of the developing countries 
because the environmental problems of third world countries result from lack of 
development as shown by poverty, insanitation, malnutrition, inhospitable living 
conditions, hunger, urban slums and rural deprivation and a general deterioration 
of the quality of life in the country, 

Considering that regional effort is required to solve some of the most 
pressing transnational environmental problems in the continent today, such as 
desertification, deforestation, soil erosion and degradation, resource depletion, 
human settlement degradation, population migration, energy crisis, famine and 
drought, coastal and marine pollution, endemic waters-borne diseases, wildlife 
conservation and, agricultural and industrial pollution, 

Noting that the development process itself can lead to deleterious effects 
on tae environment besides the general beneficial aspects as is evident from 
incrcascc; water'—borne diseases in large clan development, industrial and agri
cultural pollutants from watc products and, social degradation and erosion 
arising from forest depletion during mismanagement of forest exploitation, 

Recognizing that the application of the concept oi cco-c:evelopment for 
environmentally sound development in economic planning involves the selection 
ox tnc most appropriate technological process that will minimize environmental 
carnage anc trill least upset the balance of nature, 
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Noting further that environmental and social costs for the protection an:! 
conservation of the natural resources are nore reasonable than that for adopting 
rehabilitation measures arising fron neglect of environmental considerations in 
economic development planning and noting also that in cost-benefit analysis, 
environmental liabilities have a tendency to escalate several times over current 
costs in the long run, 

1. Expresses appreciation to the United Nations Environment Programme, the 
international development finance institutions, the United Nations Development 
Programme, the Economic Commission for Africa and all those non-governmental 
(international Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resource (lUCN), 
World Wildlife Fund (UUP)) and intergovernmental organizations for their pro
gramming activities within the African region to combat and help solve pressing 
environmental problems; 

2. Recommends to member States the adoption of a plan of action for the 
implementation of a regional programme on the environment for Africa emphasizing S 
(i) a survey of major environmental problems in member States for national 
priority programming, (ii) establishment of national environmental machineries, 
technical and manpower capabilities and institutional framework, (iii) environ
mental assessment and management of development—orientated activities; 

3. Requests the Economic Commission for Africa, the United Nations Environ
ment Programme and development finance institutions to provide technical assistance 
to member States a: their request, for the implementation of project to protect, 
conserve and improve the quality of the environment in Africa; 

4» Decides to establish an intergovernmental regional committee on envi
ronmental natters, jointly with human settlements and with participation by all 
member States of the Conniesion, the terms of reference of the joint sectoral 
body to be worked out by the Executive Secretary; 

5* Invites member States, development finance institutions, developed 
industrialized countries and the United Nations Environment Programme to continue 
their financial support" to the Economic Commission for Africa especially for the 
institutional framework and manpower capabilities io implement environmental 
Programmes designed to solve priority problems and to co-ordinate such activities 
within the region o 

212th meeting, 
12 April 1930, 
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3790W). Participation in the 1930 Special Session of the General Assembly 

The Conference of Ministerst 

Taking note of General Assembly resolution 34/207 of 19 December 1979 
concerning preparation for the Special Session of the General Assembly in 1980 
to launch a scries of international negotiations relating to international 
economic co-operation and to adopt the Strategy for the Third United Nations 
Development Decade, 

Recalling the unsatisfactory conclusions of some recent international 
conferences particularly the fifth session of the United Nations Conference 
on Trade and Development and the third General Conference of the United Nations 
Industrial Development Organization, 

Believing that concrete and satisfactory conclusions arrived at inter
national fora through mutual understanding are essential for the development 
of the developing countries, 

Recalling further the resolution 332(XIV) of 27 March 1979 on the Develop
ment Strategy for Africa for the Third Development Decade and OAU resolution 
AIIG/ST.3(m)/Rcv.l on the Monrovia Declaration of Commitment of the Heads of 
State and Government of the Organization of African Unity on Guidelines and 
Measures for National and. Collective Self-reliance in Socin.1 and Economic 
Development for the Establishment of a New International Economic Order, the 
recommendation that the General Assembly of the United Nations should make the 
Strategy an integral part of the International Strategy for the United Nations 
Third Development Decade and the Plan of Action phich uc have nou established 
for translating the Strategy into practical reality, 

Convineed that it is only through the participation of African Governments 
in strength in the Special Session of the General Assembly that African countries 
can effectively influence decisions taken at that Session in their favour, 

1* Galls on all member States to participate fully and effectively in the 
the 1930 Special Ses sion of the General Assembly { 

(a) By giving their representatives a.t the remaining sessions of the 
Preparatory Committee for the Nctr Development Strategy and of the Committee of 
the Uhole established under General Assembly resolution 32/174 to prepare for 
the Special Session the appropriate instructions that should guide their parti
cipation in the Special Session, having regard to the Conference of Ministers 
resolution 332. (XIV) and OAU resolution AIIG/ST.3(ZVI)/RCY»1 referred to above, 
the need to ensure the inclusion of the Development Strategy for Africa for the 
Third Development Decade as an integral Dart of the International Development 
Strategy for the United Nations Third Development Decade and to solicit inter
national support for the successful implementation of the Plan of Action; 
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(b) By including in their delegations to the Special Session persons 
who had participated in the series of meetings leading to adoption of the Strategy 
for the African Region in the International Development Strategy for the United 
Nations Third Development Decade and the formulation of the related Plan of 
Action. 

212th meeting, 
12 April jjg). 

380 (XV) r. Follow-up of the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural 
Development in the African Region 

The Conference of Ministers. 

Recalling its resolutions 352(XIV), 354(XIV), 36o(XIV), 36l(XI7) and 
365(Xiv) by the Conference of Ministers in Rabat 1979, 

Taking note of the Declaration of Principles, the Programme of Action and 
the resolution on the follow-up of the Conference as adopted by the World Confe
rence on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (WCARRD), held in Rome in July 
1979, 

Pleased with the steps taken by the Food and Agriculture Organization as 
leading agency of the Administrative Committee on Co—ordination (ACC) on Task 
Force on Rural Development, to co-ordinate the activities of United Nations 
agencies concerned with the implementation of the Programme of Action and the 
resolution of the World Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development, 

Bci££L aware of the General Assembly resolution 34/14 on the World Confe
rence on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development adopted at its 6lst plenary 
meeting on 9 November 1979, 

1. Endorses the Declaration of Principles, the Programme of Action and 
'G resolutioi: as adopted by the World Conference on Agr .rion Reform and Rural 

Developncnt; 

r Supports FAO resolution 7/79 adopted at the twentieth session of the 
°nfcrencc of FAO on the Follow-up of the World Conference on Agrarian Reform 

anc~ ^ural Development; 

3. Calls upon all African States to take all necessary measures to implement 
10 Programme of Action of WCARRD as adopted, specially in giving priority to 

• ltoring agrarian reform and. rural development programmes; the formulation 
••• national rural development strategies; the organization of marketing of agri-

0j, rn-l products and farm inputs supply; the establishment and strengthening 
"-actional centres for rural development; the implementation of comprehensive 

r,_ „lonal prograr.ir.ies for the integration of women in rural development; the 
^ Mixtion of a system of social indicators relating to rural development and 
j^arian reform; the development of national integrated training programmes for 

r^l development; the formulation of national food security programmes; 
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4o Requests that the Commission supports other United Nations organizations 
in assisting the countries of the region, upon request, in implementing the Programme 
of Action of UCARRD; 

5. Requests further that the Executive Secretary mobilize the staff and 
resources of the secretariat, within the funds available, to participate fully 
in the activity is of the ACC Task Force on Rural Dcvelopr. -nt, and to implement 
the Programme of Action within the limits of the mandate of the Organization; 

6. Appeals to international and regional financing institutions, especially 
the World Bank, the International Fund for Agriculture Development (iFAB), the 
African Development Bank (ADB) and the Arab Bank for Economic Development in 
Africa (BADSA), and all sources of voluntary funds to provide financial support 
to ECA in order to assist the countries of the region in implementing the Pro
gramme of Action of UCARRD; 

7. Recommends that the Executive Secretary transmit this resolution to 
the forthcoming 11th FAO Regional Conference for Africa to be held in Lone, 
Togo, in June 1980, 

212th meetingt 

12 April ig5o. 

331(XV). International economic relations as factors in African development 

The Conference of Ministers« 

Considering our commitment to liberating the entire African region from 
foreign economic domination, 

Realizing that the South African racist regime persistently destabilizes 
the economies of the neighbouring independent African countries by sabotaging 
vital economic installations of those countries, 

Noting with grave concern that such actions are encouraged not only by 
the military and nuclear collaboration of certain imperialist countries, but 
also by the economic boost, in the form of investments, from the same countries 
that give longer lease to Apartheid's destructive intentions, 

Anare that these imperialist countries do so with the clear intention of 
keeping the African region underdeveloped and thus perpetuating their economic 
dependence, 

Convinced that such destructive intentions arc a stumbling block to the 
complete economic liberation and development of the entire African region, 

1. Urges that these imperialist countries stop forthwith their support 
of the economic system of South Africa based on the policy of Apartheid and 
to effect the withdrawal of investments to that country by their nationals and/ 
or firms and to end all fora of collaboration that buttress and perpetuate 
racial subjugation and poverty in South Africa; 
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2, Calls on African countries to intensify their efforts to have total 
mandatory sanctions imposed on South Africa under Chapter VII of the United 
Nations Charter; 

3. Advises that the continued use of the veto by the Western Permanent 
Members of the United Nations Security Council to frustrate African actions in 
respect of South Africans Apartheid policy is not in their best interests and 
places them on the side of the racist oppressors, 

212th meeting, 
12 April lgjo. 

382(XV)» Mobilizati on of resources of the Interim Fund^ for Science 
and Technology for Development 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling the objectives of the establishment of a new international 
economic order as set out in General Assembly resolutions 3201(S—Vl) and 
3202 (S~Vl) of 1 May 1974, 

Expressing regret that the Vienna Programme of Action failed to provide 
adequate financing for science and technology for development commensurate with 
the needs of the developing countries, 

Conzinced of the paramount importance of the role of science and techno— 
°5y in the economic and social development of all developing countries and in 

Particular the African countries, 

. f .Bearing in mind that Africa has the majority of least developed, land— 
fu° CGd? island and most seriously affected developing countries, and noting 
•at this fact requires that special attention should be paid to their special 

aeeds as expressed in paragraph D.7 of General Assembly resolution 34/218 VI D, 

, -Noting also that the Pledging Conference for the Interim Fund, for Science 
thl~ Tcchnolody for Development held in New York on.27 March 19&0 yielded less 

ari ^0 Per cent of the minimum target envisaged for the Fund, 

Convinced that because of the above special considerations the African 
e8ion deserves at least 40 per cent of the resources of the Interim Fund, 

, 1» Expresses the strong hope that in the spirit of the Vienna Conference 
10 target of 250 million US dollars will be achieved; 

2, Urges the Intergovernmental Committee for Science and Technology for 
rGi< 

% J o — -
rcgion when establishing guidelines for the allocation and distribution 

Devoi " thc J 
-i-opnent (IGCSTD) to give due consideration to the special needs of the 

-rican 
°f the resources of the Interim Fund; 
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3. Urges also African delegations to the relevant meeting of Inter
governmental Committee for Science and Technology for Development (iQCSTD) 
to ensure that Africa's share of at least 40 per cent of the Interim Fund 
is secured; 

4, Requests the Executive Secretary of the ECA to bring this resolution 
to the attention of all African States to inform their missions at the United 
Ilations in New York and Geneva of the importance of this resolution. 

21?th meeting. 
12 April 19%0. 

303Of/)• Amendment of the rules of procedure of' the Economic Commission 
for Africa 

The Conference of Ministers. 

Recalling its resolution 330(XIV) of 27 March 1S79 on restructuring of 
intergovernmental machinery for development and co-operation in Africa, 

Decides to amend rule 69 of the rules of procedure of the Commission by 
deleting the second sentence of that rule which shall henceforth read, as follows» 

"The Commission shall submit to the Economic and Social Council 
once a year a full report on its activities and plans, including those 
of its subsidiary bodies". 

212th meeting. 
12 April 1980. 

384(XV). ECA/UNDP Co-operation 

The Conference of Ministers. 

Talcing into consideration ECA/UNDP co—operation in the execution of 
regional projects during the 1977-1S8l programming cycle, 

Recalling the consensus reached at the UNDP Regional Meeting of UNDP 
Resident Representatives in Africa at Mbabane, Swaziland, from 7 to 17 January 
1930 relative to the preparation of the UIJDP Regional Programme for Africa* 
1982-1986, and the agreement reached between UIJDP and ECA on the sane natter, 

Recalling alsc the recommendations of the Joint Conference of African 
Planners, Demographers and Statisticians, 

1* Notes with satisfaction the progress achieved so far in ECA/UNDP 
co-operation; 
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2. Expresses its appreciation to UNDP for its support to the ECA during 
the 1977-1981 prograrming cycle; 

3. Supports a series of evaluation missions to be conducted during I98O 
and 1981 with a view to t 

(a) assessing the modalities for implementing the BCA/UNDP co-operative 
programme and the quality of its outputs with a view to affecting improvement when 
necessary and; 

(b) enabling UNDP to estimate the magnitude of regional activities to 
be executed by ECA during the forthcoming programming cycle; 

4» Requests African Governments to give their full support to this eva
luation exercise; 

5« Approves UNDP intention to finance the preparation of a prospective 
annual for African planners and requests UNDP to provide financial assistance 
to supplement the on—going perspective studies in ECA. 

212th meeting. 
12 April 1980. 

385(XV). Intergovernmental Committee of Experts for Science and Technology 
Development 

The Conference of Ministers. 

Recalling its resolution 248(Xl) of 22 February 1973f by which it established 
0 Intergovernmental Committee of Experts for Science and Technology Development, 

Recalling also its resolution 268(XIl) of 28 February 1575» in which it 
commends the work accomplished by the Intergovernmental Committee of Experts for 

icncc and Technology Development, 

Recognizing that the Committee has provided a useful regional machinery 
r examining science and technology issues relevant to the development of member 

states, 

, _ Recognizing also that since the establishment of the Committee in 1973, 
0 Issues of science and technology in the region have .grown rapidly in impor-

Sflce and complexity, 

I* Decides that the Committee should continue to operate; 

. t 2. Decides also that full membership in the Committee will be open to all 
,l rican States ant.' that it will normally meet at least once a year and submit 

n.® rePorts and recommendations to the Conference of Ministers of the Economic C; Mission for Africa through the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Whole; 
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3. Decides further that the Inter,governmental Committee of African Experts 
for Science and Technology Development should establish working groups to exa
mine specific problems and issues for its consideration; 

4. Urges all member States to make one government institution responsible 
for science and technology natters to serve as a focal point for the work of the 
Intergovernmental Committee and to nominate representatives to participate in 
meetings of the Committee, on the understanding that such nominations should 
take into account the need to maintain a high degree of effectiveness and follow-
up through continuity; 

5. Invites all member States to participate actively in the Committee and 
to make an effective contribution to its work; 

6. Decides that the Committee's terms of reference will be as follows : 

(-) To assist the Commission in the definition and periodic review 
of strategies and programmes for the development of science and technology in 
the African region; 

(b) To examine and advise the Executive Secretary on specific issues 
bearing on the implementation of such strategies; 

(c) In general, to actively assist the Commission and its Executive 
Secretary in the promotion of science and technology and in the formulation of 
measures to ensure their application to national development in member States; 

(d) To give special consideration in its activities to the needs of 
the least developed member States; 

(e) To advise the Executive Secretary on ways and means of mobilizing 
resources of all kinds for the implementation of strategies, programmes and 
projects for the development of science and technolo;gy within the region* 

212th neeting» 
12 April 1980* 

386(XV). Strengthening Africa's capability to use science and 
technology for development 

The Conference of Ministers* 

Recalling General Assembly resolutions 3201(S-Vl) and 3202(S-Vl) of^ ^ ^ 
1 May 1974 containing the Declaration and. Programme of Action on the Establxs*1 

ncnt of a New International Economic Order, and 328l(XXIX) of 12 December 1974 
containing the Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, 



Recalling also General Assembly resolution 33S2(S-Vl) of 16 September 1975 
in which, Inter aliat the Assembly decided to convene the United. Nations Conference 
on Science and Technology for Development with the objective, in particular, of 
strengthening the technological capacity of developing countries to enable them 
to apply science and technology to their development. 

Concerned about the persistence of the old international economic order 
and its technological dimensions, the ability of existing national machinery 
in African countries to cope with endogenous development of technology, the 
weak-linkage pattern of research and development and national production activity, 
particularly as reflected in the persistence orientation to research of general 
interest and free knowledge, and the low-level priority accorded to science and. 
technology and, in particular, the low share of available national financial 
resources accorded to then, 

Concerned also about the weak representation and ineffective participation 
of African countries at the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology 
for Development and international conferences aimed at the establishment of a 
Now International Economic Order, 

Bearing in mind that activities carried, out during the period following 
the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology for Development and the 
implementation of the Programme of Action for Africa during the period 1980-
1985 2/, which seeks to strengthen the capabilities of African countries to 
generate their scientific, technological and productive capacities so as to 
enable them to solve their own problems and meet their own needs, are crucial 
for the scientific and technological progress of member States, individually 
ns well as collectively, 

Recognizing that the implementation of these activities would call for 
the provision of increased resources at the levels of Governments and regional 
commissions, which will be called upon to assume a co-ordinating role for 
science and technology co-operation programmes and projects at the regional 
level, 

Recalling resolution 5 of the African Regional Meeting on the United 
Nations Conference on Science-.and Technology for Development held in Cairo, 
jfjypt, which called for the strengthening of the BCA Science and Technology 
nit both structurally and financially, 

Recalling also the recommendations of the Vienna Programme of Action 
which called for the strengthening of the regional commissions in the field 
°f science and technology, 

1» Urges the Governments of the African countries, not later than 19^3, 
0 adopt and implement national and, as far as possible, regional policies, 
nus and regulations on the acquisition of technology, and also to consider 

structuring their national legal framework so as to promote the development 
the improvement of indigenous technology and thereby facilitate their 

mological transformation and increased participation in world production 
trade; 

2/ E/CN.14/771. 
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2. Urp.es also the Governncnts of the African countries to ensure their 
participation in United Nations-based functions and activities, carried out 
after the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology, including those 
of the United Nations Intergovernmental Committee on Science and Technology 
for Development and related institutional arrangements, and to assure active 
African participation by competent governmental delegations in all other inter
national activities related to and aimed at restructuring the existing inter
national legal framework within the principles and objectives of the establish
ment of a New International Economic Order and at strengthening the science 
and technology capability in Africa by formulating, inter alia, : 

(a) An international code of conduct for the transfer of technology; 

(b) A code of conduct for transnational corporations; 

(c) A revision of the Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial 
Propoerty; 

3* Requests the Organization of African Unity to consider ways and means 
for supporting missions of competent African delegations to post-conference 
international meetings; 

4. Requests also the secretariat of the Economic Commission for Africa, 
in co-operation with the competent regional and international organizations, to 
prepare studies on the experiences of developing countries in respect of the 
regulation of the transfer of technology, highlighting those measures which 
are most relevant in the conditions prevailing ir. African countries; 

5« Urges the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa 
to take, as a matter of urgency, appropriate action for the structural and 
financial strengthening and restructuring of the Science and Technology Unit 
to enable it to shoulder its increased responsibilities. 

212th meeting. 

12 Anril 1980* 

387UV) • Joint OAU/BCA Meeting of African Exports on Energy (Ad1-'-1' s Ababa, 
25-28 March""l98oT " 

The Conference of Ministers. 

Having considered the report of the Joint OAU/ECA Meeting of African 
Experts on Energy 3/, 

3/ E/CiJ. 14/778. 
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Recalling the African Declaration on Co—operation, Development and Economic 
Independence adopted by the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the 
Organization of African Unity at its tenth ordinary session, 

Recalling also General Assembly resolutions 3201(S-Vl) and 3202(S~Vl) of 
1 May 1974 on the Declaration and the Programme of Action on the Establishment 
of a Hew International Economic Order, 

Tahinm into account the report of the Monrovia Symposium on the Future 
Development Prospects of Africa towards the year 2000, 

Reaffirming the sovereignty and control of African countries over their 
natural resources, 

Aware of the importance of the energy resources to the economic development 
of member States, 

Considering the urgent necessity to assign high priority and all due 
importance to the formul tion of sound, and co—ordinated energy policies at 
national, subregional and regional levels, 

Recognizing that the optimum development and use of non—renewable and 
renewable sources of energy requires concerted action, co-operation, political 
will and solidarity on the part of African States, 

1. Takes note of the report of the Joint OAU/ECA Meeting of African Experts 
on Energy; 

2. Endorses the establishment of an African Energy Commission and requests 
the OAU and ECA to take the necessary measures to set—up the structures of the 
said Commission; 

3* Invites the Governments of member States to accelerate the signature 
of the Constitution of the African Solar Energy Centre; 

4. Urges the Secretary—General of the Organization of African Unity and 
the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa to jointly and. 
solidarity ensure the implementation of resolutions taken on energy problems. 

212th meeting, 
12 April 19^0* 
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388(XV). Integrated regional training. research and advisory programme 
for the conservation and management of African wildlife 

The Conference of Ministers. 

Conscious of the importance of wildlife in the social and economic develop
ment of African States and in the balance of the region's ecosystem, and in par
ticular its contribution to the growth of national tourism industry and the 
improvement of living conditions, 

Concerned over the wanton destruction of wildlife in Africa generally and 
in particular that of certain diminishing and endangered wild species, 

Noting the concern, of member States and the commendable effort of various 
agencies within the United Nations system particularly the United Nations Develop
ment Programme (UNDP), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) as well as other international organizations 
in drawing attention to the destruction of African wildlife and assisting through 
training and research to improve the management of African wildlife, 

Noting further the effort of the United Nations Joint Inspection Unit in 
preparing its Report on Regional Training Programme in African Wildlife Management 
at I'weka and Garoua and it recommendation, inter alia. that these two institu
tions be strengthened and broadened in scope and participation to serve truly 
regional needs for the better management and conservation of African wildlife, 

Welcoming the attention given to the consideration of the need for an 
integrated regional programme of training, research, conservation and develop
ment of African wildlife by the third meeting of the Council of Ministers of 
the Multinational Programming and Operational Centre (MULPOC) for Eastern and 
Southern Africa at its meeting in Gaborone, Botswana, from 28 to 29 January 
19o0, at its specific recommendation that the College of African Wildlife 
Management at Mueka in Tanzania, be converted into a Regional Training Research 
and Advisory Centre to serve all English-speaking African countries, 

Considering the necessity for co—operation and concerted action in 
evolving and implementing a comprehensive regional programme for the conser
vation, development and better management of African wildlife both as a common 
heritage to posterity and for its contribution to the social and. economic 
advancement of the African peoples, 

Convinced that better wildlife development and management is in the best 
interest of African States both individually and collectively, 

d« Endorses the decision of the Council of Ministers of the MULPOC for 
Eastern and Southern Africa calling for negotiations with the Government of 
the United Republic of Tanzania with a view to converting the College of 
African Wildlife Management at Mweka into a full-fledged^regional institution 
for English-speaking African countries; 



2. Decides that a similar approach be made to the United Republic of 
Cameroon with a view to broadening the regional scope and status of the Scole 
de Faunc at Garoua in Cameroon in order to serve all French-speaking African 

3* Calls upon the Executive Secretary of ECA to t 

(a) Initiate the action required in operative paragraphs 1 and 2 of this 
resolution; and 

(b) Formulate and., in collaboration with the appropriate agencies, co
ordinate the implementation of a long-term integrated regional programme of wild
life conservation development and management in Africa, based on the existing 
regional institutions at I.'Iweka and Garoua with the programme providing for the 
training of middle— and higher—level personnel, and for research and advisory 
services in respect of administrative, legislative, economic, ecological, socio— 
cultural and other aspects of wildlife conservation, development and utilization 
within the context of over-all development planning; 

4* Appeals to UIJDP to continue its programme "support to the Mweka and Garoua 
centres on an enhanced scale and to favourably consider financial contribution 
towards the implementation of the integrated long-term regional programme called 
for in operative paragraph 3(b) above; 

5* Requests the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the United Rations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP), the Organization of African Unity (OAU), the 
International Union for the Conservation of Nature, the Notld Wildlife Fund as 
well as other bilateral and multilateral organizations to support meaningfully 
the African regional programme in wildlife conservation, development and management 
°nd to assist ECA in the realization of this pro,gramme; 

5. Requests further the Executive Secretary to submit to the Conference 
°f Ministers biennial reports on the operation of the above regional programme 
and the status of conservation, development and management of African wildlife. 

389(XV). Institutional machinery for reviewing -and, co-ordinating human 
resource development policies and programmes in Africa 

The Conference of Ministers. 

Considering the need for effective co—ordination of policies and programmes 
ln the main sectors of socio-economic development in Africa, 

Recalling its resolution 249(Nl) of 22 February 1973j requesting the 
secretariat to examine with the United Nations and other agencies the possibility 

countries; 

212th meeting. 
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of establishing workable arrangements for concerted action in the formulation 
and implementation of work programmes, 

Noting the directive of the General Assembly on the issues of decentra
lization, operational activities and regional co-ordination as conveyed in its 
resolution 32/,. 97 of 20 December 1977 relating to the restructuring of the 
economic and social sectors of the United Ilatiohs system with particular regard 
to the directive that regional commissions should, inter alia.exercise team 
leadership and responsibilit3'' for co-ordination and co-operation at the regional 
level, 

Noting with appreciation the commendable effort of the secretariat to 
rationalize and strengthen the Commission's institutional machinery in the 
main priority sectors of Africa's development, 

Concerned that, notwithstanding the high priority a.ttached to human 
resource development and utilization in the region, no institutional machinery 
has thus far been established for the harmonization, rationalization and 
co-ordination of policies and programmes and for providing guidelines for 
future action in this most important sector at the regional level, 

1. Urges the Executive Secretary to initiate consultations with the 
Organization of African Unity (OAU), the International Labour Organisation (lLO) 
the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
and other appropriate agencies within the United Nations system with a view 
to evolving on appropriate institutional machinery of the Commission for the 
co-ordination and rationalization of human resource development policies and. 
programmes at the regional level; 

2. Recommends that the institutional machinery for regional co-ordination 
in human resources planning and. development utilization be established; 

3. Recommends further that the proposed institutional machinery should 
provide for a technical preparatory committee of officials and a conference 
of ministers : ^sponsible for education, labour and related programmes and that 
these bodies should meet every two years to review developments, policies 
and programmes in the human resource sector and provide guidelines for future 
action; 

4« Requests that the proposed institutional machinery should submit 
its reports to member States through the ECA Conference of Ministers. 

212th meeting, 
12 April 19§0. 
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390 (ICV). Institution building for economic and teclinical co-operation 
and measures for strenrrtheninrr existing ones 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recomizinrr the necessity of establishing within the African region 
nultinational institutions for the promotion of development, technical co
operation and collective co-operative efforts in various economic and social 
sectors, 

Bearinn in mind the economies of scale which arc attendant on such multi
national institutions and the fact that they are essential for tackling economic 
and social problems which African countries arc individually too poor to deal 
with, 

Takinn into account the fact that several of the multinational institu
tions which have been established as a result of demands made by African 
countries, have nevertheless received only meagre support from African Govern
ments by ways of their membership and financial support of such multinational 
institutions, 

Hot inn that as a result of the lack of adequate support several of these 
establishments are being frustrated and not rendering the full services for 
which they were established, 

Urnes that no new multinational institutions shall be established 
Unless they are necessary and after the possibility offered by national insti
tutions or of converting existing national institutions into multinational 
institutions have been fully considered; 

2* Calls on all African countries which have supported proposals for the 
establishment of existing multinational institutions and which have not yet 
done so, to beccue members of such multinational institutions; 

3. Appeals to all member States to give urgent consideration to the ^ 
£ulfinnerr|- to their financial obligations to enable the relevant institutions 
to carry out the programmes for which they were established; 

4. Requests the ECA and UNDP to undertake in consultation an appraisal 
°f the objectives and operations of the various multinational institutions 
established under the aegis of the commission with a view to making proposals 
as to their continued relevance and effectiveness and to advise on Trays ana 
"cans by which they may be better rationalized, co-ordinated or harmonized. 

212th meetings 
12 Anril 1^0. 
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391(XV). The United Nations Transport and Communications Decade in Africa 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling its resolution 341(XIV) adopted on 29 March 1979, which reconnends 
that nenber States should give the highest priority to the development of trans
port and communications, 

Noting with satisfaction resolution CM/Res#738(2XXIIl) adopted at Monrovia 
in July 1979 by the Summit* 'Conference of Heads of State and Government of OAU 
and resolution 1979/61 of 3 August 1979 cf the Economic and Social Council on 
the Transport and Communications Decade in Africa, 

Noting further the results of the Conference of Ministers of Transport, 
Communications and Planning, held in Addis Ababa frcn 9 to 12 May 1979, which 
adopted the Global Strategy and Plan of Action for the first phase (1980-1983) 
of the Transport and Communications Decade in Africa, 

Considering that the programme for the Transport and Communications Decade 
in Africa forms a whole and includes national, regional and subregional projects 
which should be fully implemented within the time framework so as to cfiable an 
integrated transport and communications network to be established in Africa, 

Talcing into account the difficult problems faced by the land—locked African 
countries and the need to establish new financing machinery for this purpose, 

Taking into account further the encouraging results of the Pledging 
Conference convened on 20 November 1979 by the Secretary—General of the United 
Nations, during which a general consensus emerged among funding agencies on 
the financing, essentially on a bilateral basis, of the projects included in the 
programme for the first phase of the Transport and Communications Decade in 
Africa, 

1* Thanks the Secretary—General of the United Nations for having orga
nized the first Pledging Conference, thus enabling a beginning to'be made in 
mobilizing resources for implementing the programme for the Transport and 
Communications Decade in Africa; 

2« Congratulates the Economic Commission for Africa for the work done 
since March 1977 and for the positive and effective co-operation of the 
Organization of African Unity (OAU), the specialized agencies of the United 
Nations and African intergovernmental organizations in collaborating with ECA in 

the preparation of the programme for the first phase of the Transport and Com
munications Decade in Africa; 

3» Reiterates its appeal to member States to give the highest priority 
to the transport and communications projects adopted for the programme of the 
first phase and therefore to include them in their development plans; 
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4. Requests African States to take the initiative of submitting to the 
various sources of finance requests for the financing of the projects adopted 
for the first phase and to use the required resources for such purpose? 

5. Requests also African States, on the one hand, to allocate form their 
own national resources a part of the budget for implementing the Decade programme, 
and on the other, to assign a part cf the resources derived from outside aid to 
implement the specific studies contained in the programme for the first phase; 

6. Appeals to African States to provide to ECA, in a manner which it 
shall determine, the necessary information on the progress made in implementing 
the projects in the programme for the Transport and Communications Decade in 
Africa so that it will be able to effectively perform the role assigned to it 
by the Global Strategy for the Decade; 

7. Appeals also to the funding agencies and the different financing 
institutions to consider with ECA the possible ways of financing those projects 
of the Decade which are not national in character; 

8. Calls upon the African States, the funding agencies and the various 
sources of finance for this purpose to involve ECA in the different phases of 
the negotiations on che financing of the projects; 

9* Invites the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) to 
provide resources from the Special Fund to the implementation of the programme 
of the Transport and Communications Decade in Africa; 

10. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA to continue his efforts in 
ensuring the successful implementation of the programme for the first phase 
of the Decade by ensuring the necessary co-ordination between funding agencies 
and African countries for the programme, and particularly for regional and sub-
regional projects, and national projects with regional or subregional impact; 

11. Requests also the Executive Secretary of ECA to organize as quickly 
as possible, with groups of donor countries and the financing institutions and 
with the participation of Governments, United Nations institutions and African 
intergovernmental organizations : 

(a) either consultative technical meetings based on the various types 
of the Decade programme; 

(b) or consultative technical meetings based on groups of African 
countries or African subregions; 

for the purpose of finding the additional financial resources necessary for 
implementing those Decade projects that are regional and multinational in 
character, and for urgently carrying out specific studies contained in the 
programmes of the first phase, and which must be followed by concrete actions 
not later than during the second phase; 
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12. Requests further the Secretary-Gen era! of the United Nations to provide 
EGA with the financial means and resources necessary to enable it to ensure that 
the Decade is completely successful; 

13. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA to continue to submit process 
reports on the implementation of the United Nations Transport and Communications 
Decade in Africa. 

212th meeting, 
12 April 1980. 

392(XV). Establishment of an African Regional Institute for the Prevention 
of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders 

The Conference of Ministers. 

Recalling the recommendations of the fifth United Nations Congress on 
the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders concerning t 

(a) the incorporation of dynamic crime prevention within the framework 
of national planning with emphasis on the interdependence of crime control 
activities, 

(b) the development of greater awareness of the significance of economic 
crimes particularly of corruption and damage to the environment and the effect 
of such crimes on the development process, and, 

(c) the early establishment of regional research facilities for crime 
prevention and the promotion of criminal justice in Africa, 

Recalling further Economic and Social Council resolution 1979/20 which 
also endorsed the establishment of an institute south of the Sahara in the 
field of crime prevention and the treatment of offenders, 

Bearing in mind that the United Nations has already established similar 
institutes in ether regions of the world, 

Aware of the resolution of the African Regional Preparatory Meeting f°r 

the Sixth United Nations Congress of the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment 
of Offenders urging the Secretary-General cf the United Nations and the 
Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme to take all necessary 
steps for the creation of the African Regional Institute for the Prevention oi 
Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, 

Conscious of the linkage of socio-economic development on the one hand 
and social disorganization and crime on the other, 

Convinced of the urgent need for the creation of such a regional instit° 
to serve the region of Africa south of the Sahara, 
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1. Requests the Executive Secretary of ECA in consultation with relevant 
international and regional organizations to take all appropriate steps to establish 
a United Nations Regional Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treat
ment of Offenders for Africa south of the Sahara; 

2* Invites the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) to provide the Executive Secretary of ECA with financial resources for 
the initiation of the processes for the establishment of this United Nations 
Regional Institute for the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders 
for Africa south of the Sahara; 

3. Invites further the Secretary-General of the United Nations to provide 
the Executive Secretary of ECA all material support for the realization of this 
project; 

4. Urges all African States to incorporate crime prevention elements in 
their national economic and social development planning* 

212th meeting, 
12 April 1980. 

393(XV). New Statutes of the Regional Institute for Population Studies. 
Accra, and the "Institut dc Formation et dc Recherches demo-
graphiques". Yaound.4 

The Conference of Ministers. 

Recalling its resolution 230(x) of 13 February 1971* which, among other 
J>mgs, invited the Executive Secretary of ECA to speed-up the establishment 

°x subregional centres for the training of demographers, 

Recalling further its resolution 273 O'll) of 27 February 1975> which noted 
h satisfaction the actual establishment and operation of the Regional Instiutc 

ior Population Studies in Accra and the Institut de Formation et de Recherche 
SSjoggPPhioues in Yaounde and the continuation of the Cairo Demographic Centre, 

, . Recalling also its resolution 3S7(XIV) of 27 March 1979 on regional 
rair.ing in population studies in Africa, 

Taking note of the action already initiated by the Executive Secretary to 
implement Conference of Ministers resolution 367(XIV), 

Taking note also of the report of the first session of the Joint Conference 
African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers and the draft resolution on 

raining in Population Studies adopted by the Joint Conference, 

1* Endorses the new Statutes of the two regional institutes as adopted 
y the first meeting of the Technical Preparatory Committee of the Tfholc, the 

texts of which are attached hereto; 
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2. Recommends that the Statutes be submitted through the Economic and 
Social Council for approval by the General Assembly; 

3. Requests member States in pursuit of the regionalization of the 
institutes to provide adequate financial support towards the running of the 
institutes and to participate fully in their Governing Councils; 

4. Requests further the Executive Secretary of BCA to present a progress 
report on the implementation of the regionalization of the institutes to the next 
session of the Conference of Ministers# 

212th meeting, 
12 April 1980. 

ANNEX 

A# Statutes of the Regional Institute for Population Studies 

ARTICLE I 

Establishment and objectives 

1# The Regional Institute for Population Studies (hereinafter referred to <-.s 
"the Institute") established in Accra pursuant to the Agreement signed on 3 
December 1971 between the United Nations and the Government of the Republic o 
Ghana shall be continued in existence under the terms of these Statutes# 

2# The prinary purpose of the Institute shall be the training of persons 
particularly those from the countries set out in the appendix to these Statutes, 
specialized in population studies, and the conduct and publication of the 
results of research in population and related fields in relation to such 
countries# 

3# For the purposes of the preceding paragraph, the Institute shall : 

(a) Provide training courses on population and related fields; 

(b) Organize and undertake research on all aspects of population and 
related fields both at its headquarters and in the countries served by the 
Institute; 

(c) Organize in co-operation with appropriate national services ano ^ 
specialized agencies concerned in other African countries, workshops, semn<-
and meetings on national, cubrcgional and. regional population problems; 

(d) Provide at the request of the. governments of the countries set out 
appendix to to these Statutes such advisory services as may be within its 
competence and resources; 
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(e) Grant degrees, diplomas, certificates or other awards to persons in 
respect of courses of study provided by the Institute, and subject to the approval 
of the Governing Council , establish for this purpose such relationships with 
national universities or similar institutions as may be appropriate; and, 

(f) Provr'de documentation in the various fields of population with respect 
to Africa to research workers and to national, subregional and regional organi
zations, 

ARTICLE II 

Headquarters of the Institute 

1« The headquarters of the Institute shall be in Accra in the Republic of 
Ghana, 

2, The Government of the Republic of Ghana shall in an agreement to be entered 
into between the Government and the United Nations, provide and grant as the case 
•nay be, ouch adequate premises, facilities and services and privileges and immu
nities as may be required for the effective operation of the Institute. 

ARTICLE III 

Status and organization of the Institute 

The Institute shall be a subsidiary body of the Economic Commission for 
Africa. 

The Institute shall have its own Governing Council. 

In addition, there shall be an Advisory Board on Studies and Research, a 
Director and other staff of the Institute. 

A* The Institute shall, except as may be otherwise provided by the General 
Assembly, be subject to the Financial Regulations, the Financial Rules and the 
Staff Rules of the United Nations and all other administrative issuances of the 
Secretary—General. 

ARTICLE IV 

The Governing Council 
Composition, functions and meetings 

The Governing Council shall be composed as follows: 

(a) The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa, who 
shall be ex—officio, Chairman of the Governing Council; 

(b) A representative of the Government of the Republic of Ghana; 
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(c) Twelve of the countries set out in the appendix to these Statutes selected 
by the Conference of Ministers of the Economic Commission for Africa (hereinafter 
referred to as "the Conference"); 

Alternative sub-paragraph (c) 

"(c) A representative of each of the countries set cut in the appendix to these 
Statutes; 

(Note: If this alternative is accepted paragraphs 3 and 4 of this article would 
become redundant)o 

(d) A representative of the United Nations Fund for Population Activities* 

2. The Director of the Institute shall act as secretary of the Governing Council 
and shall signify the acts of the Governing Council. 

3. In selecting the members of the Governing Council referred to in sub
paragraph (c) of paragraph 1 of this Article, the Conference shall have regard 
to the necessity of maintaining a fair geographical distribution .of selection 
among the countries set out in the appendix to these Statutes. 

4. The members of the Governing Council selected under sub-paragraph (c) of 
paragraph 1 of this Article shall hold office for a period of four years and may 
be eligible for reselections provided, however, that in making selections for 
the first time, the Conference shall direct that one half of the countries 
selected by them shall retire two years after they have been selected and 
shall be replaced by the same number of countries selected by the Conference 
for that purpose. 

5. The members of the Governing Council referred to in sub-paragraph (c) of 
paragraph 1 of this Article, shall each designate to represent it on the 
Governing Council, a person who is competent and experienced in the activities 
ox the Institute. 

6. The Governing Council shall : 

(a) prescribe the general principles and policies governing the operations 
"of the Institute; 

(b) give directives of a general nature as to the implementation of the 
principles and policies governing the operations of the Institute; 

(c) prescribe conditions for the admission of persons to undergo courses 
of study provided by the Institute and for the award of degrees, diplomas or 
certificates or other awards granted by the Institute; 

(d) prescribe regulations governing the conduct of persons undergoing 
courses of study at the Institute; 

(e) examine and approve the work programmes of the Institute and their 
corresponding budgets; 
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(f) review and approve the annual progress report of the Director of the 
Institute on the activities of the Institute; 

(fi) examine and approve the financial report and accounts of the Institute 
for the preceding year; 

(h) present through its Chairman, to the Conference annual reports on the 
work of the Institute; 

(i) determine apart from the office of the Director of the Institute, the 
other offices of the Institute. 

7. The Governing Council may delegate to a national university or similar 
institution with which it has established relationship under sub-paragraph (e) 
of paragraph 3 of Article I of these Statutes, the Director of the Institute 
or the Advisory Board on Studies and Research any of its functions as set out 
in sub-paragraphs (c) and (d) of paragraph 6 of this Article. 

8» The Governing Council shall meet in ordinary session once a year and may 
hold extraordinary sessions at the request of its Chairman or one third of its 
members, 

9» Subject to the provisions of these Statutes, the Governing Council shall 
adopt its own rules of procedure. 

ARTICLE V 

The Chairman of the Governing Council 

The Chairman of the Governing Council shall : 

(a) cause to be prepared the draft agenda of the meetings of the Governing 
Council^ 

(b) convene and preside over the meetings of the Governing Council; 

(c) with the approval of the Governing Council, solicit and receive on 
behalf of the Institute, financial and other resources from the specialized 
agencies of the United Nations or other intergovernmental organizations, non
governmental organizations and other sources. 

2* The Chairman of the Governing Council may delegate his functions as set 
°ut in sub-paragraph (c) of paragraph 1 of this Article to the Director of the 
Institute. 
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ARTICLE VI 

Appointment of Staff of the Institute 

1, The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa shall J 

(a) by delegation of authority from the Secretary—General of the United 
Nations, and upon the recommendation of the Governing Council, appoint the 
Director of the Institute; 

(b) by delegation of authority from the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations appoint other professional staff of the Institute upon the recommenda
tion of the Director of the Institute. 

2. The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa shall keep 
the Governing Council informed of all appointments made by him under this Article. 

ARTICLE VII 

The Director 

1. The Director of the Institute shall be appointed as provided for in these 
Statutes, for a period of two years subject to renewal for succeeding periods 
of tiro years each. 

2. The Director of the Institute shall act as the legal representative of the 
Institute. 

3. Subject to such directions of a general nature that the Governing Council 
may give, the Director of the Institute shall have responsibility for the planning 
organization and direction of training, research, advisory services and other 
activities of the Institute. He shall in particular : 

(a) be responsible for the organization and administration of the Institute; 

(b) submit for the approval of the Governing Council the work programmes 
and corresponding budgets of the Institute; 

(c) be responsible for the carrying out of the activities of the Insti tute 

in accordance with the approved work programmes and corresponding budgets of the 
Institute; 

(d) submit for the approval of the Governing Council annual reports on _ ^ 
the activities and financial standing and the accounts of the Institute includxUu 
the particulars of existing vacancies in the professional posts of the Institute ^ 
for dissemination within the countries set out in the appendix to these Statutes? 

(e) transmit to the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for 
Africa the names of all applicants for appointment to the other professional 
posts of the Institute; 
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(f) subject to such directives as the Executive Secretary of the Economic 
Commission for Africa nay give, select and appoint persons to the General Service 
posts of the Institute; 

(f?) make necessary arrangements with national and international organiza
tions for the use by such organizations of the services and facilities provided 
by the Institute, it being understood that in the case of national organizations 
no arrangements shall be made without the approval of the Governments concerned; 

(h) establish and maintain such contacts with governments, the United 
Nations and its specialized agencies and other organizations as nay be necessary 
or desirable for the achievement of the objectives of the Institute; 

(i.) undertake other assignments or activities as may be determined by the 
Governing Counci 1. 

ARTICLE VIII 

Advisory Board on Studies and Research; 
composition and functions 

!• The Advisory Board on Studies and Research (hereinafter referred to as 
"the Board"), shall be composed of: 

(a) Six persons who are citizens of the countries set out in the appendix to 
these Statutes and who may be either university teachers or experts engaged in 
work in the field of population or related studies appointed by the Chairman of 
the Governing Council, having regard to the maintenance of a fair distribution 
of appointments among the countries set out in the appendix to these Statutes; 

(b) Two senior lecturers of the Institute elected by the academic staff 
of the Institute from time to time; 

(c) The Director of the Institute; 

(d) A representative of the Economic Commission for Africa; 

(e) The Director of the Population Division of the United Nations Headquarters 

(f) A representative of the United Nations agencies actively engaged in 
giving assistance to the Institute as may be designated by the Executive Secretary 
of the Economic Commission for Africa; 

(q) A representative of the International Union for the Scientific Study 
of Population; 

(h) A representative of the governmental or non—governmental organizations 
working in the field of population in one or more of the countries set out in^the 
appendix to these Statutes as nay be designated by the Executive oecretary ox 
the Economic Commission for Africa; 
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(i) A representative of the Ministry responsible for demographic questions 
of the Government of Ghana; 

Q) The President of the Association of the former students of the 
Institute; 

(k) A representative of the student body of the Institute selected for 
that purpose by the student body of the Institute. 

2. The members of the Board appointed, designated or elected by the Chairman 
of the Governing Council and the academic staff of the Institute shall be appointed, 
designated or elected as the case nay be, to service on two successive meetings 
of the Board and nay be eligible for reappointment, designation or election. 

3. The member of the Board elected by the student body of the Institute shall 
be elected to serve on one meeting of the Board and nay be eligible for re
election. 

4. The Board shall at the beginning of each of its meetings, elect its Chairman 
from among its members specified in sub-paragraph (a) of paragraph 1 of this 
Article. 

5« The Director of the Institute shall provide secretarial services for the 
Board. 

6. The Board shall have the following powers and duties s 

(a) To propose for adoption by the Governing Council the activities to be 
undertaken by the Institute; 

(b) To give advice to the Director of the Institute on the design of 
courses of study and research programmes of the Institute; 

(c) To satisfy itself regarding the context and academic standard of any 
course of study in respect of a degree, diploma, certificate or other award 
of the Institute and examine any relationship entered into between the Institute 
with any university or similar institution in pursuance of the provisions of 
sub-paragraph (e) of paragraph 3 of Article I of these Statutes and to report 
its findings thereon to the Governing Council; 

(d) To propose for adoption by the Governing Council conditions regarding 
the eligibility of persons for admission to courses of study for a degree, 
diploma, certificate or other award of the Institute and for obtaining of any 
degree, diploma, certificate or other award of the Institute; 

(e) To propose for adoption by the Governing Council the standard of 
proficiency to be attained in each examination for a degree, diploma, certifi
cate or other award of the Institute; 

(f) To propose for adoption by the Governing Council regulations governing 
the conduct of persons undergoing courses of study at the Institute; 
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(jj) To initiate proposals relating to the conduct of the Institute wenerally, 
and to discuss any natter relating to the Institute and to nake representations 
thereon to the Governing Council. 

7» The Board nay delegate to a national university or similar institution with 
which it has established relationship under sub-paragraph (e) of paragraph 3 
of Article I of these Statutes or the Director of the Institute any of its 
functions as set out in sub-paragraphs (d), (e) and (f) of paragraph 6 of this 
Article. — _ _ 

8. The Board shall neet at least once every trio years upon its convocation 
by its Chairman or the Governing Council. 

9. Subject to the provisions of this Article, the Board shall deternine its 
own rules of procedure including its quorum, the convening of its ordinary or 
extraordinary meetings, and the conduct of business thereat and at other tines. 

ARTICLE IX 

Assistance by the secretariat of the 
Economic Ccnnission for Africa 

The secretariat of the Economic Commission for Africa shall assist the 
Institute in every possible way in order to facilitate its work. In particular, 
the Economic Commission for Africa, shall at the request of the Institute make 
available to the Institute qualified staff to give lectures, to assist in 
supervising research and to participate in seminars of the Institute. 

ARTICLE X 

Co—operation with organizations, etc. 

The Institute shall establish such relationships with the United Nations 
nnd its specialized agencies and other organizations and with governments, 
universities or similar institutions and research organizations in the countries set 
°ut in the appendix to these Statutes, as may be necessary or desirable for 
the achievement of the objectives of the Institute 

ARTICLE XI 

Financial resources and rules governing the 
financial management of the Institute 

The Institute shall derive its finances from contributions made by the 
Governments of the countries set out in the appendix to these Statutes as nay be 
determined from time to tine, by the Conference, and by the United Nations 
Fund for Population Activities. 
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2. The Institute nay derive further resources in cash or in kind fron the 
United Nations and its specialized agencies, other intergovernmental organiza
tions, governments and non-governnental organizations and other sources. 
Acceptance by the Institute of offers of such further assistance shall, in 
every case, be subject to the decision of the Chairman of the Governing Council, 
in consultation with the Director of the Institute and in accordance with the 
basic aims of the Institute and the relevant provisions of the rules governing 
the financial management of the Institute. The Chairman of the Governing 
Council shall report on the matter to the Governing Council at its next session. 

ARTICLE XII 

Amendments 

These Statutes may, on the recommendation of the Conference of African 
Planners, Statisticians, and Demographers, be amended by the Conference. 

Appendix 

Botswana, Ethiopia, the Gambia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Libya, Malawi, 
Mauritius, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Somalia, the Sudan, Swaziland, Uganda, United 
Republic of Cameroon, United Republic of Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 

B. Statutes of the "Institut de formation et de recherche demorrraphiques 

ARTICLE I 

Establishment and objectives 

1. The Institut de formation et de recherche dsmopraphinues (hereinafter 
referred to as "the Institute") established in Yaoundd pursuant to the Agreenen 
signed on 9 November 1971 between the United Nations and the Government of the 
United Republic of Cameroon sha.ll be continued in existence under the terns ox 
these Statutes. 

2. The primary purpose of the Institute shall be the training of demographers 
particularly those from the countries set out in the appendix to these Statutes, 
and. the conduct and publication of the results of research in population anc. 
related fields in relation to such countries, 

3. For the purposes of the preceding paragraph, the Institute shall? 

(a) provide training courses in population and related fields; 

(b) organize and undertake research on all aspects of population and 
related fields both at its headquarters and in the countries served by the 
Institute; 
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(c) organize in co-operation with appropriate national services and specia
lized agencies concerned in other African countries, workshops, seminars and 
meetings on national, subregional and regional population problems; 

(d) provide at the request of the governments of the countries set out in 
the appendix to these Statutes, such ad/isory services aa nay be within its 
competence and resources; 

(g) grant degrees, diplomas, certificates or other awards to persons in 
respect of courses of study provided by the Institute, and subject to the approval 
of the Governing Council, establish for this purpose such relationships with 
national universities or similar institutions as nay be appropriate; and 

(f) provide documentation in the various fields of population with respect 
to Africa to research workers and to national, subregional and regional organi
zations, 

ARTICLE II 

Headquarters of the Institute 

1* The headquarters of the Institute shall be in Yaounde? in the United Republic 
of Cameroon. 

2. The Government of the United Republic of Cameroon shall in an agreement 
to be entered into between the Government and the United Nations, provide and 
grant as the case nay be, such adequate premises, facilities and services and 
privileges and immunities as may be required for the effective operation of the 
Institute. 

ARTICLE III 

Status and organization of the Institute 

1* The Institute shall be a subsidiary body of the Ec ziomic Commission fo** 
Africa. 

2. The Institute shall have its own Governing Council. 

3. In addition, there shall be an Advisory Board on Studies and Research, 
a Director and other staff of the Institute. 

4. The Institute shall, except as nay be otherwise provided by the General 
Assembly, be subject to the Financial Regulations, the Financial Rules and the 
Staff Rules of the United Nations and all other administrative issuances of the 
Secretary-General• 
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ARTICLE IV 

The Governing Council; 
Composition, functions and meetings 

, The Governing Council shall be composed as follows: 

(a) the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa, who 
ihail be ex-officio, Chairman of the Governing Council; 

(b) a representative of the Gove innent of the United Republic of Cameroon; 

(c) Twelve of the countries set out in the appendix to these Statutes 
selected by the Conference of Ministers of the Economic Commission for Africa 
(hereinafter referred to as "the Conference"); 

Alternative sub-paragraph (c) 

"(c) a representative of each of the countries set out in the appendix 
to these Statutes" 

(Notes If this alternative is accepted paragraphs 3 and 4 of this Article would 
become redundant). 

(d) a representative of the United Nations Fund for Population Activities. 

2. The Director of the Institute shall act as secretary of the Governing 
Council and shall signify the acts of the Governing Council. 

3. In selecting the members of the Governing Council referred to in sub
paragraph (e) of paragraph 1 of this Article, the Conference shall have regard 
to the necessity of maintaining a fair geographical distribution of selection 
among the countries set out in the appendix to these Statutes. 

4. The members of the Governing Council selected under sub-paragraph (c) 01 

paragraph 1 c~ this Article shall hoi office for a period of four years and 
may be eligible for rcselcction provided, however, that in making selections 
for the first tine, the Conference shall direct that one half of the countries 
selected by than shall retire two years after they have been selected and sholl 
be replaced by the sane number of countries selected by the Conference for th-
purpose. 

5» The meeting of the Governing Council referred to sub—paragraph (c) 0x 

paragraph 1 of this Article, shall each designate to represent it on the ^ ^ 
Governing Council, a person who is competent and experienced in the activities 
of the Institute. 

6. The Governing Council shall! 

(il) prescribe the general principles and policies governing the operati  

of the Institute; 
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. Of) Cive directives of a general nature as to the inplcncntation of the 
principles and policies governing the operations of the Institute; 

prescribe conditions for the admission of persons to undergo courses 
of study provided by the Institute and for the award of degrees, diplomas or 
certificates or other awards granted by the Institute; 

(d) prescribe regulations governing the conduct of persons undergoing 
courses of study at the Institute; 

(e) examine and approve the work programme of the Institute and their 
corresponding budgets; 

(f) review and approve the annual progress report of the Director of the 
Institute on the activities of the Institute; 

(lO examine and approve the financial report and accounts of the Institute 
for the preceding year; 

(h) present through its Chairman, to the Conference, annual reports on 
the work of the Institute; 

(ij determine apart from the office of the Director of the Institute 
the other offices of the Institute and the organizational chart of the 
Institute; 

7. The G overning Council nay delegate to a national university or similar 
institution with which it has established relationship under sub-paragraph (e) 
of paragraph 3 of Article I of these Statutes, the Director of the Institute 
or the Advisory Board on Studies and Research any of its lunctionn as set out 
in sub-paragraphs (c) and. (d) of paragraph 6 of this Article. 

The Governing Council shall meet in ordinary session once a year and nay 
hold extraordinary sessions at the request of its Chairman or one thirr; oi 
its members. 

9. Subject to the provisions of those Statutes, the Governing Council shall 
adopt its own rules of procedure. 

AdTICLD 7 

The Chairman of the Governing Council 

1. The Chairman of the Governing Council shall: 

(a) cause to be prepared the Graft agenda of the meetings of the Governing 
Council; 

(b) convene and preside over the meetings of the Governing Council; 
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(c) with the approval of the Governing Council, solicit and receive on 
behalf of the Institute, financial and other resources from the specialized 
agencies of the United Nations or other intergovernmental organizations, non
governmental organizations and other sources. 

2. The Chairman of the Governing Council nay delegate his functions as set 
out in sub-paragraph (c) of paragraph 1 of this Article to the Director of 
the Institute. 

ARTICLE VI 

Appointment of Staff of the Institute 

1. The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa shall: 

(a) by delegation of authority from the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations, and upon the recommendation of the Governing Council, appoint the 
Director of the Institute; 

(b) by delegation of authority from the Secretary-General of the United 
Nations appoint other professional staff of the Institute upon the recommenda
tion of the Director of the Institute. 

2. The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa shall beep 
the Governing Council informed of all appointments made by him under this 
Article. 

ARTICLE VII 

The Director 

1. The Director of the Institute shall be appointed as provided for in 
these Statutes, for a period of two years subject to renewal for succeeding 
periods of two years each. 

2. The Director of the Institute shall act as the lcga.l representa.tivc of 
the Institute. 

3. Subject to such directions of a general nature that the Governing Council 
may give, the Director of the Institute shall have responsibility for the 
planning, organization and direction of training, research, advisory services 
and other activities of the Institute. He shall in particular: 

(a) be responsible for the organization and administration of the Institute 

(b) submit for the approval of the Governing Council the work programmes 
and corresponding budgets of the Institute; 

(c) be responsible for the carrying out the activities of the Institute 
in accordance with the approved work programmes and corresponding budgets oi 
the Institute; 
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(d) disseminate within the countries set out in the appendix to these 
Statutes all vacancies within the Institute; 

(e) submit for the approval of the Governing Council annual reports on 
the activities and financial standing and the accounts of the Institute including 
the particulars of all existing vacancies in the Institute; 

(i.) transmit to the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for 
Africa the names of all applicants for appointment, to all posts of the Institute; 

Cg) subject to such directives as the Executive Secretary of the Economic 
Commission for Africa may give, select and appoint persons to the General Service 
posts of the Institute; 

(h) make necessary arrangements with national and international organiza
tions for the use by such organizations of the services and facilities provided 
by the Institute, it being understood that in the case of national organizations 
no arrangements shall be made without the approval of the Governments concerned; 

(i) establish and maintain such contacts with governments, the United 
Nations and its specialized agencies and other organizations as may be necessary 
or desirable for the achievement of the objectives of the Institute; 

0.) undertake other assignments or activities as may be determined by the 
Governing Council. 

ARTICLE VIII 

Advisory Board on Studies and Researchi 
composition and functions 

The Advisory Board on Studies and Research (hereinafter referred to as 
the Board"), shall be composed of! 

(a) six persons who are citizens of the countries set out in the appendix 
to these Statutes and who may be either university teachers or experts engaged 
in work in the field of population or related studies appointed by the Chairman 
°f the Governing Council, having regard to the naintainance of a fair distribu
tion of appointments anonn the countries set out in the appendix to these 
Statutes; 

(b) two lecturers of the Institute elected by the academic staff of the 
stitute from time to tine; 

(c) the Director of the Institute; 

(d) a representative of the Economic Commission for Africa, 

H (c) the Director of the Population Division of the United Nations 
headquarters; 
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(f) a representative of the United Nations agencies actively engaged in 
giving assistance to the Institute as may be designated by the Executive Secretary 
of the Economic Commission for Africa; 

(g) a representative of the International Union for the Scientific Study 
of Population; 

(h) a representative of the governmental or non-governmental organizations 
working in the field of population in one or more of the countries set out in 
the appendix to these Statutes as nay be designated by the Executive Secretary 
of the Economic Commission for Africa; 

(i) a representative of the Ministry responsible for population natters 
of the Government of the United Republic of Cameroon; 

(i) the President of the Association of the former students of the 
Institute; 

(k) a representative of the student body of the Institute selected for 
that purpose by the student tody of the Institute. 

2. The members of the Board appointed, designated or elected by the Chairman 
of the Governing Council and the academic staff of the Institute shall be 
appointed, designated or elected as the case nay be, to serve on two successive 
meetings of the Board and nay be eligible for reappointment, designation or 
election. 

3. The member of the Board elected by the student body of the Institute shall 
to elected to serve on one meeting of the Board and nay be eligible for re
election. 

4» The Board shall at the beginning of each of its meetings, elect its 
Chairman from among its members specified in sub-paragraph (a) of paragraph 1 
of this Article. 

5. The Director of the Institute shall provide secretarial services for the 
Board. 

6. The Board shall have the following powers and duties: 

(a) to propose for adoption by the Governing Council the activities to 
be undertaken by the Institute; 

(b) to give advice to the Director of the Institute on the design of 
courses of study and research programmes of the Institute; 

(c) to satisfy itself regarding the context and. academic standard, of nny 
course of study in respect of a degree, diploma, certificate or other award o 
the Institute and examine any relationship entered into between the Institute 
with any university or similar institution in pursuance of the provisions of 
sub-paragraph (e) of paragraph 3 of Article I of these Statutes and to report 
its findings thereon to the Governing Council; 
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(d) to propose for adoption by the Governing Council conditions regarding 
the eligibility o^. persons for admission to courses of study for a degree, 

, diploma, certificate or other award of the Institute and for obtaining of any 
degree, diploma, certificate or other award of the Institute? 

(e) to propose for adoption by the Governing Council the standard of 
proficiency to be attained in each examination for a degree, diploma, certi
ficate or other award of the Institute? 

(f) to propose for adoption by the Governing Council regulations governing 
the conduct of persons undergoing courses of study at the Institute? 

(g) bo initiate proposals relating to the conduct of the Institute generally, 
and to discuss any matter relating to the Institute and to make representations 
thereon to the Governing Council. 

7« The Borad may delegate to a national university or similar institution 
with which it has established relationship under sub-paragraph (c) of paragraph 
3 ox Article I of these Statutes or the Director of the Institute any of its 
functions as set out in sub—paragraphs (d), (e) and (£) of paragraph 6 of this 
Article. ' ~ 

The Board shall meet at least once every two years upon its convocation 
by its Chairman or the Governing Council. 

9» Subject to the provisions of this Article, the Board shall determine its 
own rules of procedure including its quorum, the convening of its ordinary or 
extraordinary meetings, and the conduct of business thereat and at other times. 

ARTICLE IX 

Assistance by the secretariat of the 
Economic Commission for Africa 

The secretariat of the Economic Commission for Africa shall assist the 
Institute in every possible wag/ in order to facilitate its work. In particular, 
die Economic Commission for Africa shall at the request of the Institute make 
Mailable to the Institute qualified staff to give lectures, to assist in 
supervising research and to participate in seminars of the Institute. 

ARTICLE X 

Co-operation idth organizations, etc. 

The Institute shall establish such relationships with the United Nations 
r,nc! its specialized agencies and other organisations and with governments, 
diversities or similar institutions and research organizations in the countries 
°ut out in the appendix to these Statutes, as may be necessary or desirable for 

achievement of the objectives of the Institute. 
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ARTICLE XI 

Financial resources and rules ,governing the 
financial management of the Institute 

1. The Institute shall derive its finances from contributions made by 
Governments oftthe countries set out in the appendix to these Statutes as 
may be determined from time to time, by the Conference, and by the United 
Nations Fund for Population Activities. 

2. The Institute nay derive further resources in cash or in kind fron the 
United Nations and its specialized agencies, other intergovernmental organi
zations, governments and non—governmental organizations and other sources. 
Acceptance by the Institute of offers of such further assistance shall, in 
every case, be subject to the decision of the Chairman of the Governing Council, 
in consultation with the Director of the Institute and in accordance with the 
basic aims of the Institute and the relevant provisions of the rules governing 
the financial management of the Institute. The Chairman of the Governing Council 
shall report on the natter to the Governing Council at its next session. 

ARTICLE XII 

Anendnents 

These Statutes nay, on the recommendation of the Conference of African 
Planners, Statisticians and Demographers, be amended by the Conference. 

Appendix 

Algeria, Benin, Burundi, Central African Republic, Chad, the Comoros, Congo, 
Djibouti, Gabon, Guinea, Ivory Coast, Madagascar, Mali.*..Mauritania, Mauritius, 
Morocco, Niger, Rwanda, Senegal, Seychelles, Togo, Tunisia, United Republic 
of Cameroon, Upper Volta and Zaire. 

394(XV)» Assistance to Uganda 

The Conference of Ministers. 

Taking note of General Assembly resolution 34/122 on assistance to the 
reconstruction, rehabilitation and development of Uganda, 

Taking note also of the appeal of the African Ministers of Trade to the 
international community for generous economic and financial assistance to 
Uganda, 

Recognizing that Uganda is not only land-locked but also one of the 
least-developed and most seriously affected countries, 
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Bearing in aind the concerns expressed by member States about the situa
tion in Uganda and their interest in the expeditious return of the country to 
normal conditions of life and in its reconstruction and development, 

Affirming the urgent need for international action to assist the Government 
of Uganda in its efforts at national reconstruction, rehabilitation and development, 

Welcomes the efforts of the Government and people of Uganda, aimed at 
national reconstruction, rehabilitation and development} 

^ Urgently appeals to all States members of EGA and of the Organization 
of African Unity, organizations and specialized agencies of the United Nations 
system and the international community to contribute generously through bilateral 
and/or multilateral channels, to meeting the reconstruction, rehabilitation and 
development needs of Uganda; 

3. Requests the Executive Secretary of the Commission with the close 
collaboration of the Secretary—General of the Organization of African Unity 
to dispatch a mission to Uganda to consult with the Government on its most 
urgent reconstruction, rehabilitation and development needs and to circulate 
the report of that mission to the international community; 

4« Requests also the Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for 
"frica with the close collaboration of the Secretary-General of the Organization 
cf African Unity to mobilize an international programme of financial, technical 
una material assistance to Uganda to meet the short-tern and long-term recons
truction, rehabilitation and development needs of the country; 

5. Requests further the Executive Secretary of the Econonic Commission 
°r Axrica with the close collaboration with the Secretary-General of the 
r3anization of African Unity and the Government of Uganda to make arrangements 

to ensure the effective co-ordination in Kampala of the efforts of appropriate 
organizations and specialized agencies in relation to the special programme for 
he rehabilitation and reconstruction of Uganda; 

6« Requests the Executive Secretary of the Econonic Commission for Africa 
J1d the Secretary—General of the Organization of African Unity to keep this 
Matter under review and report to the ECA Conference of Ministers at its next 
Meeting and to the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization 
0i African Unity at its eighteenth session on the implementation of the present 
r°s°lution. 

212th meeting, 
12 "April 1S30. 

395Civ). Situation of refugees in Africa 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling Commission resolution l83(VIIl) of 24 February 1967 on co
operation between the Economic Commission for Africa and the United Nations 

Commissioner for Refugees, 
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Considering Organization of African Unity resolution CM/Res«727(7XXIIl) 
on the situation of refugees in Africa and on prospective solutions to their 
problems in the 1980s, and General Assembly resolution 34/61 of 29 November 1979 
on the situation of African refugees, 

Having regard to the rapidly groxiing population of African refugees now 
numbering over 4 million with important economic and social implications, 

Recognizing that the recommendations of the 1979 Arusha Conference on 
the situation of refugees in Africa, when duly implemented, are likely to 
alleviate the sufferings of the African refugees, 

Noting the need to relate refugee assistance to oil-going development 
programmes in the countries of asylum, 

Recognizing that national manpower planning with long-tern projections is 
useful to countries of asylum, to intergovernmental organizations and voluntary 
agencies involved in refugee work, as well as to refugees seeking job placement} 

1. Recommends that, within the framework of its mandate to promote socio
economic development in Africa, and in close co-operation with the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees and the Organization of African Unity, the 
Economic Commission for Africa should dispose of the means required to carry 
out the duties that it might be requested to assume in the field of assistance 
to rural and urban refugees, and in the employment, training and education of 
refugees; 

2. Invites the Economic Commission for Africa to extend, assistance, on 
request, to the African countries in the promotion of long-term manpower 
planning and to update periodically the list of priorities in the field of 
education for perusal as appropriate by the refugee—serving agencies, in 
collaboration with the United Nations I-Ii ah Commissioner for Refugees and the 
Organization of African Unity; 

3* Calls upon the countries of asylum to take the measures required 
with a view to finding, as far as feasible, job placement for suitably 
qualified refugees; 

4. Commends the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees for his 
action in favour of refugees in Africa, and invites him to increase the 
resources for refugee assistance in Africa, in order to put at the disposal 
of the countries of asylum the means required either to extend emergency 
assistance to refugees pending their voluntary repatriation to their countries 
of origin, or to promote assistance activities related to long—tero socio
economic development programmes. 

212th meeting; 
12 April 1930. 
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39S(XV). International Year of Disabled Persons 

The Conference of Ministers. 

Recalling General Assembly resolution 2542(XXIV) of 11 December 1969 
; con aining the Declaration on Social Progress and Development, 

General Assembly resolution 2856(XAVT) of 20 December 1971 
on the Rights of Mentally Retarded Persons, 

Recalling also General Assembly resolution 3447(XXX) of 9 December 1975 
ontamxng the Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons, 

b, Recalling fnrtho^ General Assembly resolution 31/123 of 16 December 1976 
Y which it proclaimed 1981 the International Year of Disabled Persons, 

n. into consideration General Assembly resolution A/34/154 of 
Vo GCGUber 1979 by which it adopted a plan of action for the International 

ar °T Disabled Persons, 

Inking note of resolution CM/594 (XXX) and CM/724(XXXIIl) of the Council 
- _anisters of the Organization of African Unity on the International Year 

, °f Disabled Persons, 

Dnges member States of the Economic Commission for Africa to mobilize 
t]en^r rCGOUrces in order to accelerate the preparatory work towards the imple-
thc °"^ objectives of the International Year of Disabled Persons including 

e°bablishment of national machineries for planning and co-ordinating at the 
^lonal level all activities of the Year in the field of disability prevention 

1 rGbabilitation of disabled persons, with special emphasis on the needs of 
population in the rural areas; 

0£^ .Requests member States of ECA to attend the technical meetings of 
rnid"1??51'5 rGsPonsTblc for national programmes for the prevention of disablement 
pi ^10 r°habilitation of the handicapped as well as the regional seminar of 
isuniPOCenti r^"cs P-eferably at the inisterial level •> be held under the 
yn.^1CGS °T the Economic Commission for Africa and the Organization of African 
r;be T in Addis Ababa from 22 July to .1 August 1900 in order to exchange expe— 
ob -nC°? Gnr- consider the most effective ways to implement and follow up the 

JGctivcs of the International Year of Disabled Persons at the regional level; 

^ Appeals to member States of ECA to make an effective contribution to 
0£G nternational Symposium organized by the United Nations with the assistance 
cal ^n^Tcd Nations Development Programme to be held in July 1981? °n techni— 
DI /°~°Pcration among developing countries and technical assistance for 
j Sajlcd persons particularly as regards the application of science and techno— 
^••Jy to the fabrication of prototypes an', mass production of medical, educa— 

°nal and other equipment by utilizing indigenous resources and expertise; 
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4. Requests further the Executive Secretary of the Economic Connission for 
Africa, in co-operation with the specialized agencies and United Nations bodies 
concerned, to strengthen the work of the Commission in the field of disability 
prevention and rehabilitation of the handicapped with the framework of the social 
development programme of the Commission, taking into consideration the long-term 
programme of action to be adopted by the General Assembly at its thirty-sixth 
session as wc.l as the preparatory wc k for the Interna ional Development 
Strategy for the 1980so 

2'12th meeting, 
12 April 1980. 

397(XV)• The role of the Economic Commission for Africa in the development 
process of the African least developed countries 

The Conference of Ministers~ 

Considering that two thirds of the world's least developed countries are 
in Africa and that other African countries may still be added to the list of 
least—developed countries, 

Recalling Conference of Ministers resolutions 332(XIV) of 27 March 1979 
containing the Development Strategy for Africa for the Third United Nations 
Development Decade find 352(XIV) of 27 March 1979 on least developed, land
locked, island and most seriously affected African countries, 

Taking into account the recommendations in favour of the least developed 
countries contained in tlie Economic Declaration adopted by the Sixth Conference 
of Heads of States and Governments of Non—Aligned Countries as well as its 
resolution 2 about special measures in favour of these countries, 

Recalling further resolution 122(V) of the United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development adopted on 3 June 1979 by which the Comprehensive New 
Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries was launched and General 
Assembly resolution 34/203 of 19 De~ember 1979 by which the General Assembly 
decided to convene a United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries 
in 1981 to finalize, adopt and support the Substantial New Programme of Action 
for the 1980s for the least developed countries, 

Bearing in mind the mandate given to regional commissions in General 
Assembly resolution 32/197 of 20 December 1977 and resolution 5(lll) of the 
Intergovernmental Group on the Least Developed Countries of the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development dated 16 February 1980, 

1. Endorses the report of the Conference on the Problems and Prospects 
of the African Least Developed Countries held from 17 to 22 March 1980 V yng 
the consolidated statement adopted by that Conference on strategics, prioriti0 

and policies lor tnc African least developed countries. 

y E/CN.14/766. 
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• Requests the Commission to play a special role in the monitoring, 
review ana evaluation of the implementation of the Comprehensive New Programme 
ox Action on behalf of the Least Developed African Countries in accordance with 
resolution 5(HI) of the Intergovernmental Group on the Least Developed Countriesj 

3* Appeals to the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development to 
work very closely with the Commission in the preparation of the United Nations 
Conference on the Least Developed Countries; 

Requests the Commission to participate and should be involved in all 
ie various donor rcccipient consultations including the country round tables 

envisage^ for the preparation of the individual country programmes called for 
under the Comprehensive New Programme of Action; 

5* Decides to intitute a Conference of Ministers of Least Developed 
r"*"Cr'-n countries as a subsidiary organ of the Commission which should hold 

its meetings annually immediately before the meeting of the Conference of 
'Ministers of the Commission; 

, 6. Decides further that the Conference of Ministers of Least Developed 
1 ncan Countries will, inter alia, ensure the co-ordination of efforts, establish 
priorities, monitor and evaluate progress under the Comprehensive New Programme 
o Action, undertake periodic analyses and evaluation of progres in the least 
eveloped African countries with a view in particular to identifying difficulties 

encountered in programme implementation and to making recommendations on ways 
and means of overcoming these difficulties as well as ensure the effective 
monitoring, review and evaluation of regional and international activities in 
avour of the least developed countries; 

7. Calls on the Executive Secretary to establish as a natter of urgency 
an adquately staffed unit within the Commission secretariat to be responsible 
°r the substantial and continuous technical work substantive support and 

a^asory services that need to be carried out in connexion with paragraph 7 
a ve and under the Comprehensive New Programme; 

Appeals to States members of the Commission to provide the Executive 
ocretary, within the context of the United Nations Trust Fund for African 
°velopment, with resources for the establishment of the Unit on African Least 
Gveloped Countries as well as for the implementation of the Programme of 

Action; 

9. Appeals further to the Secretary-General of the United Nations, the 
Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme as well as bilateral 
and multilateral agencies to provide the Executive Secretary with additional 
resources for the implementation of programmes and projects designed to promote 
accelerated development and economic growth in the African least developed 
countries; 
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10, Requests the secretariat to expand its work on projection noclels for 
the least developed countries since these models are a useful tool for programing 
and policy formulation; 

11, Recommends further that the annual Survey of Economic and Social 
Conditions in Africa should contain a special section on African least developed 
countries which should, inter alia, include a review of the implementation of 
special measures in favour of the least developed African countries. 

212th meeting, 
12 April 1930. 

398(XV). Plan of Action fnr the implementation of the Monrovia Strategy 
for African Development 5/ 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling its resolution 332("T/) of 27 March 1979 containing the 
Development Strategy for Africa for the Third Development Decade, 

Noting with satisfaction Organization of African Unity resolution 
CI.! / R e s .722(XXX111) containing the Monrovia Strategy for the Economic Development 
of Africa by which it expressed its support for the Conference of Ministers 
resolution 332(XIV) and decided to name the Strategy the Monrovia Strategy 
for the Development of Africa and the Declaration of Commitment the Monrovia 
Declaration of Commitment, 

Noting with gratitude Organization of African Unit resolution AHG/ST. 3 
(XVT)/Rev.l by which the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the 
Organization of African Unity endorsed the proposal for a Declaration of 
Commitment and accordingly came out with the Monrovia Declaration of Commitment 
on Guidelines and Measures for National and Collective Self-reliance in Social 
and Economic Development for the Establishment of a New International Economic 
Order, 

Del cones Organization of African Unity resolution AUG /Res. 9S(XVl) on the 
holding of an extraordinary session of the Assembly of Heads of State and 
Government on economic problems of Africa in Nigeria before the next ordinary 
session of the Organization of African Unity or as soon as possible thereafter, 
the operative paragraph 2 of which directed the Secretary—1General of the ^ 1 
Organization, in close co—operation with the Executive Secretary of the United-
Nations Economic Commission for Africa and the Ministers of member States ^ 
responsible for economic development, to prepare the grounds for the proposes 
extraordinary session so as to facilitate a fruitful discussion of the econor.u 
problems of Africa by the Heads of State and Government, 

5/ E/CN.14/761. 
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Conscious of the depth of the confidence of the Heads of State and 
Government in the Conference and of the enormity of its responsibility in 
this regard, 

Believing that given Africa's pact efforts at planned development, the 
unsatisfactory results so far achieved and the increasing hostile nature of 
the external environment which the continent has for long erroneously believed 
to the its engine of growth and development, 

Convinced that the most profitable course to pursue now is the laying of 
the foundation for self—reliant, self—sustaining and environmentally sound 
development and an intensification of the process of economic co-operation and 
integration in the region, 

1* Decides to submit solemnly for the kind consideration and adoption by 
the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the Organization of African 
Unity the Plan of Action for the Implementation of the Monrovia Strategy for 
African Development5 

2. Requests the Chairman of the sixth meeting of the Conference of 
Ministers to transmit the Plan of Action to the Secretary-General of the 
Organization of African Unityj 

3. Requests further the Chairman of the sixth meeting of the Conference 
of Ministers to present personally the Plan of Action to the forthcoming 
Summit of the Organization of African Unity in Lagos, Nigeria. 

212th meeting. 
12 April 1980. 

399(XV). African Institute for Economic Development and Planning 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling its resolutions 250(xl) of 22 February 1973 , 285(-^H) 
28 February 1975 , 320(XIIl) of 1 March 1977 and 350(XIV) of 27 March 1979, 
on the African Institute for Economic Development and Planning, 

Noting that : 

(a) by decision 34/454 of 20 December 1979 the General Assembly of the 
United Nations approved the Statutes of the African Institute for Economic 
Development and Planninr as adopted by resolution 320\^m) anCi reva^e in e 

light of the proposals made by the Secretary General on the advice of the 
Fifth Committee of the General Assembly, 
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(b) at the meeting of Resident Representatives of the United Nations 
Development Programme of the Africa region held in Mbabane in January 1980, 
it was recommended that in order to facilitate training at the African 
Institute for Economic Development and Planning the appropriate Governments, 
Departments or Ministries of African Governments should work together with 
the United Nations Development Prograrne's Resident Representatives to inte
grate fellowships for study at the African Institute for Economic Development and 
Planning with national programmes financed by the National Indicative Planning 
Figures of the United Nations Development Programme, 

(c) at its 21st meeting held in Addis Ababa from 21 to 23 March 1980, the 
Governing Council of the African Institute for Economic Development and Planning 
took note of the recommendation of the meetin 3 of the Resident Representatives 
of the United Nations Development Programme of the Africa region addressed to 
the Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers, for the 
Conference to prepare a. resolution for submission to the Conference of Ministers 
urging the member States of the Economic Commission for Africa to integrate 
within their National Indicative Planning Figures the financing of fellowships 
for their nationals to study at the African Institute for Economic Development 
and Planning, 

(d) at its 21st meeting, the Governing Council of the African Institute 
for Economic Development and Planning also noted that the contributions 
collected from the member States of the African Institute for African Develop
ment and Planning for the year 1979 amounted to USA 630,327 in respect of a 
commitment of USA 1 million, and that the outstanding arrears as of 31 December 
1979 amounted to USA 1.7 million and that the Governing Council recommended 
that the Conference of Ministers should pass a resolution urging the member 
States of the African Institute for Economic Development and Planning to fulfil 
their financial commitments to the African Institute for Economic Development 
and Planning, 

1. Requests member States to consider the awarding of scholarships f°r 

study at the African Institute for Economic Development and Planning which nay 
be financed out of their National Indicative Planning Figures; 

2. Appeals to the member States concerned to pay all their outstanding 
assessed contributions to the African Institute for Economic Development and 
Planning by the end of 1980; 

3. Urges member States to pay their annual contributions regularly and 
one tine. 

212th meeting, 
12 Anril 1980. 
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400 (XV), Priority populat ion programmes of the Economic Commission 
for Africa 

The Conference of Ministers. 

Recalling Economic and Social Council resolution l6?2(LIl) of 2 June 1972 
on population and development in which all Member States of the United Nations 
were urged, among other things, to take such steps as might be necessary to 
improve demographic statistics, research and planning machinery needed for the 
development of population policies and programmes, 

Talcing note of the recommendations of the Regional Post-World Population 
Conference Consultations held in Lusaka in April 1975, which called upon African 
countries to give attention to the reduction of mortality levels, the relation
ship between population and development, the integration of population variables 
including its composition, distribution, growth, fertility, mortality and 
changes in the population in socio-economic development planning, 

Taking note of the report of the third session of the Conference of 
African Demographers held in Dakar, Senegal, from IS co 24 February 1979, 6/ 

Recalling its resolution 273 (''II) of 27 February 1975 on integrated 
programmes on population as well as its resolution 230(x) of 13 February 1971 
on the establishment of the demographic training centres and the preparations 
of case studies on population and social development, 

Recalling further its resolution 356(XIV) of 27 March 1979 on priority 
population programmes of the Economic Commission for Africa, 

Taking note of the recommendations of the evaluation mission of the 
United Nations Fund for Population Activities to the Commission and to seme 
countries of the region, and the decisions taken by the interagency meeting 
organized by the Fund,in Nairobi in February 197S, on the Fund's strategy 
for funding intercountry programmes in the field of population in Africa, 

Taking note further of the report and recommendations of the Expert Group 
Meeting on Fertility and Mortality Levels, Patterns and Trends in Africa and 
their Policy Implications held in Monrovia, Liberia, from 2.6 November to 
1 December 1979, 7/ 

Expresses concern about persistent delays in the processing of data 
from the 1970 round of censuses and surveys which have generally led to 
lengthy delays in the analysis and use of data, 

Appreciates the assistance extended to the region by bilateral and 
multilateral sources for data processing and other population activities, 

6/ E/CN.14/713. 

7/ E/CN.14/PSD.1/23/Add.1. 
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1» Invites the Executive Secretary to undertake an in-depth study of the 
integration of population variables in development planning in Africa for the 
second session of the Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and 
Demographers; 

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to assist member States of the African 
region to analyse data from censuses and surveys and promote comparative analyses 
or results; 

3. Requests also the Executive Secretary to mount a programme of studies 
to evolve suitable socio-economic indicators which uould assist member States 
to monitor development at the national and local levels; 

4. Requests further the Executive Secretary to undertake studies in 
areas of particular concern to the region including in particular infertility 
and subfcrtility, mortality, cause of death among children below five years 
cf age and migration; 

5. Invites the Executive Secretary to organize expert group meetings 
and workshops on the analysis of census and other deno.graphic data.; 

6. Requests the Executive Secretary to intensify the Commission's 
activities in the field of population information, dissemination and docu
mentation. 

212th meeting, 
12 April 1980. 

401(XV), Regional trai nine in population studies in Africa 

The Conference of Ministers, 

Recalling its resolution 230(x) of 13 February 1971» which, among other 
things, invited the Executive Secretary to speed, up the establishment of sub-
regional centres for the training of demographers, 

Recalling further its resolution 273(XIl) of 27 February 1975, which noted 
with satisfaction the actual establishment and operation of the Regional Insti
tute for Population Studies in Accra and the Institut de formation et dc 
recherche demorxaphiques in Yaounde and the continuation of the Cairo Demo
graphic Centre, 

Recalling also its resolution 367(XIV) of 27 March 1979 on regional 
training in population studies in Africa, 

Motes with satisfaction the progress made on the implementation of ehc 
decentralization to the Commission of the management of the Regional Institute 
for Population Studies in Accra., Ghana, and Institut dc fornati on et dc 
recherche denograohiqucs in Ya.oundo.f United Republic of Cameroon, in line with 
General Assembly resolution 32/197 of 20 December 1977, 
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1* Invites member States to make more effective use of the facilities 
at the afore-mentioned institutes; 

2. Requests member Statesj in pursuit of the programme of regionalization, 
to provide adequate financial support towards the running of these regional 
institutes ar d to participate fully a their governing councils; 

3* Requests also the Executive Secretary to promote middle-level training 
in population studies within existing statistical training programmes in the 
region. " " 

212th meeting, 
12 April 1980. 

402(XV). Vote of thanks to the Government and people of Ethiopia 

Thc_Conference of Ministers. 

Deeply grateful to Comrade Chairman Mengistu Hai 1 e-IIariam, Chairman of 
the Provisional Military Government and Commander—in-Chief of the Revolutionary 
Army of Ethiopia and to the Government and people of Ethiopia for their most 
generous hospitality which enabled the Economic Commission for Africa, within 
the past four weeks, to successfully hold nine major meetings at Addis Ababa, 8/ 

Noting with appreciation the inspiring message of Comrade Chairman Mengistu 
Hai 1 e—Ivlarian, and particularly his full awareness and judicious analysis of 
the complex economic and social problems confronting the African region and 
what Africa's development strategy for the Third United Nations Development 
became and beyond should ber 

1. Addresses its gratitude to Comrade Chairman Mengistu Haile-Marian, 
Chairman of the Provisional Military Government and Commander-in-Chief of the 
Revolutionary Army of Ethiopia, as well as to the Government and people of 
Ethiopia for their warm hospitality and for the physical and other facilities 
generously provided for the meetings and their participants; 

2. Requests the Executive Secretary to transmit the present resolution 
to the Government of Ethiopia. 

212th meeting. 
lFApril 1930. 

8/ Intergovernmental Committee of Experts ior Science and Technology 
Development, the Preparatory Intergovernmental Meeting of Experts on Trade, 
the extraordinary session of the follow—up Committee on Industrialization in 
Africa, the Conference on the Problems and Prospects of the African Least 
Developed Countries, the sixth session of the African Ministers of Trade, the 
first Joint Conference of African Planners, Statisticians and Demographers, 
the Experts Meeting on Energy, the first meeting of the Technical Preparatory 
Committee of the Uhole and the fifteenth session of the Commission and sixth 
meeting of the Conference of Ministers. 
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ANNEX 

Meeting of subsidiary bodies held during the period under review 

Body and officers Meeting or session Document symbol 

Conference of Ministers of Transport. 
Communications and Planning 

Chairmans Mr. Yusuf Ahoed (Ethiopia) 

Rapporteur: Mr0 Mahmoudou Samoura 
(Senegal) 

Follow-up Committee on Industrialization 
in Africa 

Chairman: Mr. Tesfaye Dinka (Ethiopia) 

Rapporteurs Mr. S.Z, Jer (Malawi) 

Intergovernmental Committee of Experts 
for Science and Technology Development 

Chairman: Mr. Haile Lul Tebicke(Ethiopia) 

Rapporteur: Mr, M.L, Kaba (Guinea) 

Conference of African Ministers of Trade 

Chairman: Mr, Nole Chekol (Ethiopia) 

Rapporteur: Mr, Leonard Simukwela 
Subulwa (Zambia) 

Joint Conference of African Planners, 
Statisticians and Demographers 

Chairman: Mr, Philip G. Gadegbeku 
(Liberia) 

Rapporteurs Mr. M, Parmeet Singh (Kenya) 

Technical Preparatory Committee of the 
Whole 

Chairman: Mr. Mersie Ejigu (Ethiopia) 

Rapporteurs Mr. Justin Gindehou (Benin) 

Addis Ababa, 
9-12 May 1979 

Addis Ababa, 
10-15 March 1930 

Addis Ababa, 
10-16 March 1980 

Sixth session, 
Addis Ababa, 
17-20 March 1980 

First session, 
Addis Ababa, 
24 March - 2 April 1980 

First session, E/CN.14/780 
Addis Ababa, 
3-8 April 1980 

E/CN.14/728 

E/CN.14/772 

E/CN.14/774 

E/CN.14/776 

E/CN.14/740 
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