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LETTER DATED 29 NOVEMBER 1993 FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATI VE OF

MEXI CO ADDRESSED TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE CONFERENCE ON DI SARMAMENT

TRANSM TTI NG THE TEXT OF A WORKI NG PAPER OF THE GROUP OF 21 ENTI TLED
" CONCLUSI ON OF A COVPREHENSI VE NUCLEAR- TEST- BAN TREATY"

In ny capacity as Coordi nator of the Goup of 21 on the item "Nucl ear
test ban", | have pleasure in submitting herewith a Goup of 21 working paper
entitled "Conclusion of a conmprehensive nuclear-test-ban treaty".

| would be grateful if this working paper could be distributed as an

official docunent of the Conference on D sarnmanent.

(Si_gned): M guel Marin Bosch
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
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GROUP COF 21

Wor ki ng paper: "Conclusion of a conprehensive
nucl ear-test-ban treaty"

The Group of 21 notes with satisfaction that the Conference on
Disarnmanent is finally in a position to respond positively to the repeated
calls of the international community over the |last 30 years to conclude a
conprehensive test-ban treaty (CIBT) by deciding "to give its Ad Hoc Conmittee
on a Nucl ear Test Ban a nmandate to negotiate a CIB"

The Goup of 21 believes that the conclusion of a CIBT is an
i ndi spensabl e nmeasure to put an end to the nuclear arns race and to achieve
the conplete elimnation of those weapons. To this end, it calls upon the
i nternational community, including the nuclear-weapon States, to begin
urgently the negotiation of a CIBT, with a viewto achieving a final text
during 1994, in order to subnit it as soon as possible to the General Assenbly
of the United Nations.

The scope of a CTBT prohibition was defined in the Partial Test-Ban
Treaty wherein the Parties declared their commitnment to conclude a treaty
"resulting in the permanent banning of all nuclear test explosions, including
all such expl osi ons under ground"

The Goup of 21 is convinced that conditions today are propitious for the
conclusion of a CTBT, bearing in mnd the aimof general and conplete
di sarmanent under strict international control

The negotiation of a CIBT should be guided, inter alia, by the follow ng
principles and elenents in order to ensure its speedy conclusion and effective
i mpl enent ati on:

(1) The treaty should define in general terns the prohibition of nuclear
tests in all environments and forever. It should avoid a detailed definition
of what is a nuclear test. The treaty, therefore, should elininate any
possibility of carrying out nuclear tests in any environnment and it shoul d be
of unlinited duration.

(2) The CTBT to be devel oped nust be non-discrinmnatory in character in the
sense of providing equal rights and obligations to the States parties to the
proposed treaty.

(3) An internationally supervised and effective verification should be
sought. The decision on the verification systemto be incorporated in the
treaty should not conplicate the entry into force of the prohibition. It is
general Iy accepted that seismic verification will constitute the centra

el ement of the future systemand that it should be its point of departure.

(4) The verification regime shoul d be capabl e of dissuadi ng woul d- be
violators. The treaty should al so contenplate a series of sanctions.

(5) The treaty shoul d not contain any provision that could be interpreted as
restricting the transfer of nuclear technol ogy for peaceful purposes.



