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Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weaporn,-'4 

and other international treaties, conventions and agree 
ments designed to achieve similar objectives, as well a� in 
ensuring, as far as it is able, that the assistance provided by 
the Agency or at its request or under its supervision or 
control is not used in such a way as to further any militarv 
purpose, as stated in article 11 of its statute, 

Further recognizing the importance of the work of the 
Agency on nuclear power, nuclear safety, radiological 
protection and radioactive waste management, including 
its work directed towards assisting developing countries in 
planning for the introduction of nuclear power in accor 
dance with their needs, 

Again stressing the need for the highest standards of 
safety in the design and operation of nuclear plants so as to 
minimize risks to life, health and the environment. 

Taking note with appreciation of the report of the 
Agency on its programme activities with a view to achiev
ing the objectives of sustainable and environmentally 
sound development, 3" 

Noting that the General Conference of the Agency at it,; 
thirty-third regular session approved the reappointment 
by the Board of Governors of the Agency of 
Mr. Hans Blix as Director General of the Agency for :1 

further term of four years, commencing on I December 
1989, 

Bearing in mind resolutions GC(XXXIII)/RES/506 on 
Israeli nuclear capabilities and threat. GC(XXXIII)/ 
RES/508 on measures to strengthen international co
operation in matters relating to nuclear safety and radio
logical protection, GC(XXXIIl)/RES/S0Q on dumping 
of nuclear wastes, GC(XXXIIl)/RES/510 on the Con
vention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material, 
GC(XXXIIl)/RES/511 on the Convention on Early 
Notification of a Nuclear Accident and the Convention on 
Assistance in the Case of a Nuclear Accident or Radiolog 
ical Emergency, GC(XXXIII)/RES/51:'i on the plan for 
the production of low-cost potable water and 
GC(XXXIII)/RES/524 on South Africa's nuclear 
capabilities, adopted on 29 September 1989 by the Gen
eral_ Conference of the Agency at its thirty-third regular 
sess10n, 

I. Takes note of the report of the International Atom 1c 
Energy Agency; 32 

2. Affirms its confidence in the role of the Agency m 
the application of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes, 

3. Urges all States to strive for dfect1ve and harmom
ous international co-operation in carrying out the work of 
the Agency, pursuant to its statute; in promoting the use 
of nuclear energy and the application of the necessary 
measures to strengthen further the safety of nuclear instal
lations and to minimize risks to life, health and the envi
ronment; in strengthening technical assistance and C()

operation for developing countries; and in ensuring the 
effectiveness and efficiency of the Agency's safeguards sys
tem; 

4. Requests the Secretary-General to transmit to the 
Director General of t he Agency the records of the forty
fourth session of the General Assembly relating to the 
Agency's activities. 

34 Resolulion 2371 (XX 11), anne, 
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35 A/44/JJ'l/Add.11-E"l'lWl/ll'l•Add II 

44, 14. Implementation of the Vienna Programme of Ac
tion m1 Science and Technology for Development 

A 

FNn .. 1 ►F-DECADE REVIEW OF THE VIENNA PROGRAMME OF 
Ac IION ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR OFVEL0P
MF�T AND I rs REVI rALIZATION 

!he General Assembly, 

Rernlling it» resolu1ion 34/218 of 19 December 197Q, in 
which it endorsed the Vienna Programme of Action on 
Sc1c11n: and Technt1lngy for Development,-36 

,Stressing th1.: increasing importance of science and tech
nology for development in the context of the rapidly 
changing international economic environment, 

\oting with great ,·oncem that the effect of increasing 
disparities in scientitic and technological capabilities be
tween the industrialized countries and the developing 
countries as a whole has been to contribute to a widening 
of the economic gap het ween them, 

Srrcssing aim the central role that science and tech
nology play as vital 111struments for the improvement of 
the quality of life and the eradication of poverty in the con
kxl nf the prnmotion l1f economic growth and sustained 
Jndopment 111 developing countries, 

f.'l(prcss111g ,·oncern that the absence of a favourable ex
ternal economic environment has adversely affected the 
capacity of developing countries to foster and finance their 
activ111es concerning science and technology for develop
rn,:111. 

Fmphasizing the need to enhance human resources de
\ dt.ipment in ,1rder t,, promote the endogenous capacity in 
science and tc�chnology of developing countries, in par
t1c11 lar to fau: the challenges of development and ac
celerated technological change posed by the present scien
tific a11d technological revolution, 

I ah.ing note of the report of the Secretary-General on 
the l'lld-of-decade rt·v1ew of the implementation of the 
V1l'n11a Programme ,.,r Action, 17 

Reaffirms the \alidity of the Vienna Programme of 
Ac1 io11 on Science and Technology for Development and 
ii'> ba»ic goak and ,·xpresses concern regarding its im
plc111entatio11: 

.: Considers that ,cience and technology should be one 
of t he major componenh 111 the deliberations of the special 
se..,..,1011 of the General Assembly in 1990 devoted to inter
national economic cu-operation, in particular to the revi
talization of economic growth and development of the de
velnp111g countries, the Ad Hoc Committee of the Whole 
f,>r the Preparation of the International Development 
Stralegy for ihe F,,urth United Nations Development 
DeL·ade, the Second United Nations Conference on the 
I.east Developed Countnes and the proposed United Na-
11011.., ,·onference ,m ,·rwironment and development. 
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' lfrporl of th,· l '1wed \0110111 Co11}<'rc11ce 011 Science and Tech110/ogy 
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B 

ENDOGENOUS CAPACITY-BUILDING IN SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling the relevant parts of the Vienna Programme of 
Action on Science and Technology for Development,36 

Stressing that the endogenous capacity of developing 
countries in science and technology lies, inter alia, in their 
capacity to choose, acquire, adapt, utilize and innovate 
technologies, including new ones, through institutional 
mechanisms for technology assessment in the areas of pri
ority action, 

Emphasizing that the building by developing countries 
of endogenous capacity for science and technology is of 
major concern to the United Nations system, 

Recalling also resolutions 4 (VIII) of 6 June 198638 and 
1 (IX) of 7 August 198739 of the Intergovernmental Com
mittee on Science and Technology for Development, in 
which the Committee recommended that the Centre for 
Science and Technology for Development of the Sec
retariat should carry out studies on helping interested 
Member States to identify priority activities in science and 
technology for development, in accordance with national 
development plans and objectives, so as to lead to the 
strengthening of their endogenous capacities, 

Taking note with appreciation of the work of the Centre 
in initiating pilot studies on endogenous capacity-building 
in some selected countries and welcoming the close co
operation between the Centre and the United Nations 
Fund for Science and Technology for Development in un
dertaking the studies and in planning additional studies in 
the future, 

Recalling further the sections of resolution 1 (IX) of the 
Intergovernmental Committee on the problems and re
quirements of the least developed countries in the field of 
science and technology, and emphasizing in that regard 
the need to enhance the level of commitment and support 
for the special needs of the least developed countries in 
that area, 

Stressing the importance of the continued integration of 
women in the development process, particularly in devel
oping countries, and, in that context, recalling resolution 
2, adopted on 31 August 1979 by the United Nations Con
ference on Science and Technology for Development,40 

and the relevant parts of the Nairobi Forward-looking 
Strategies for the Advancement ofWomen41 in the field of 
science and technology, 

I. Calls upon the organizations of the United Nations 
sy�te1,11 t'? dev_ote increased attention to national capacity
bmldmg m science and technology, in accordance with the 
development objectives, priorities and plans of developing 
countnes, and to enable them to take effective measures to 
build better and more sustainable institutions, strengthen 
human resource capacities and develop and adapt tech
nology; 

38O/ficial Records of !he General Assemhly. Forty-firs/ Session. 
Suff/ement No. 37 (A/41/37), se;t. ILA. 

Ih,d., Forty-second Se.man, Supplemem No. 37 and corrigendum 
(A/42/37 and Corr. I), sect. II.A. 

4-0Report of the United Nations Conference on Science and Technology 
for Development, Vienna, 20-31 August 1979 (United Nations 
publication, Sales No. E.79.1.21 and corrigenda), chap. VI, sect. A. 

41 Report of the World Conference to Review and Appraise the 
Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality. 
Development and Peace, Nairobi, 15-26 July 1985 (United Nations 
publication, Sales No. E.85.IV. IO), chap. l, sect. A_ 

2. Stresses that international co-operation to foster the 
endogenous capacity-building of developing countries, in 
accordance with their autonomous decision-making in 
science and technology, must also be oriented to demand
driven priorities in order to support the efforts of develop
ing countries in economic growth and development; 

3. Emphasizes that international co-operation to foster 
endogenous capacity-building should give particular at
tention to management of technology in order to cope 
with technological change and promote technological in
novation; 

4. Calls upon the United Nations system to provide 
sustained support to the process of building the endoge
nous capacities of developing countries in science and 
technology. including their capacity for assessment of 
1echnology: 

5. Urges the Centre for Science and Technology for 
Development of the Secretariat and the United Nations 
Fund for Science and Technology for Development, in co
operation with other bodies of the United Nations system. 
to continue to implement further pilot studies; 

6. Also urges the United Nations Development Pro
gramme and other interested bodies of the United Nations 
system, as well as major donor countries, to support the 
implementation of those studies; 

7. Invites the Advisory Committee on Science and 
Technology for Development to provide expert advice and 
support for that endeavour; 

8. Requests the Secretary-General to submit an in
terim progress report on the implementation of the pres
ent resolution to the Intergovernmental Committee on 
Scie_nce and Technology for Development at its eleventh 
sess10n. 

C 
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CO-ORDINATION AND HARMONIZATION OF ACTIVITIES 
IN THE FIELD OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling the parts of the Vienna Programme of Action 
on Science and Technology for Development36 relating to 
co-ordinated implementation of the Programme by the 
United Nations system and the formulation of policy 
guidelines for the harmonization of policies of the organs, 
organizations and bodies of the United Nations system in 
regard to activities in the field of science and technology, 

Also recalling resolution 4 (IX) of 7 August 1987 of the 
Intergovernmental Committee on Science and Tech
nology for Development,39 which provided the framework 
for the formulation of policy guidelines for the harmoniza
tion of activities of the organizations of the United Na
tions system in science and technology for development, 

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General 
on the activities of the Centre for Science and Technology 
for Development of the Secretariat,42 which, inter alia, 
analysed and provided information on harmonization of 
science and technology activities within the United Na
t ions system, 

Reaffirming the leadership role assigned to resident co
ordinators of the ll nited Nations system to harmonize the 

42 A/CN. I 1/88_ 
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efforts of the different organizat ions of the system, in ac 
cordance with the priorit ies of each Government, 

Taking note of the guidelines suggested in paragraph M 
of the report of the Secretary-General,42 

1 .  Calls upon the governing bodies of t he organizations 
of the U nited Nations system, including the United Na
tions Fund for Science and Technology for Development ,  
t o  enhance co-ordination and harmonization a t  the coun
try level, including the inter-agency missions, at the re
quest of interested developing countries, through the office 
of the resident co-ordinator, in order to increase coherence 
and efficiency in responding adequately to t he priorities in 
science and technology establ ished by each developing 
country; 

2. Requests the Director-General for Development 
and I n ternational Economic Co-operat ion to ensure close 
monitoring and follow-up of the mandated programmes 
and activities of the United Nations system in t he areas of 
science and technology for development for t he successfu 1 
implementation of the Vienna Programme of Action on 
Science and Technology for Development and to report 
t hereon regularly to the Intergovernmental Committee 011 
Science and Technology for Developmen t .  

D 

42nd plenary meeting 
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FINANCING OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR 
DEVELOPMEN"I 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling the relevant parts of the Vienna Programme of 
Action on Science and Technology for Development,36 

Concerned at t he continued inadequacy of resources de
voted to fostering science and t echnology for develop
ment, 

Recalling its resolut ion 4 1 / 1 83 of 8 December 1 986 on 
the United Nations Financing System for Science and 
Technology for Development ,  

Recalling also resolution 5 ( I X) of 7 August 1 987 of the 
In tergovernmental Committee on Science and Tech
nology for Development,39 

Recalling further decision 89/52 of 30 June 1 989 of the 
Governing Council of t he Uni ted Nat ions Development 
Programme,43 

1 .  Reaffirms the need for adequate resources on a con
tin uous and assured basis to foster science and t echnology 
for development in accordance with the priorities of devel
oping countries; 

2. Requests the Secretary-General to ·.:xplore the possi
bility of organizing a more effective coalition of resources 
within the United Nat ions development system, multi lat
eral financial institutions, regional development banks and 
bilateral funding agencies to  strengthen the endogenous 
capacity-building of developing countries in science and 
technology; 

3. Stresses the importance of the work of t he United 
Nations Fund for Science and Technology for Develop
ment as an identifiable ent i ty wit h the presenr s;1ze of staff 
and mode of operation; 

43 See Official Records of the Econ,,m1c und Social Cou 11ni. I 9/,'), 
Supplement No. /3 (E/ l 9X9/:12) ,  annn l 

4. Requests the I ntergovernmental Commit tee on 
Science and Technology for Development to cont inue to  
pr<" ide  policy guidance and set priorities for act iv i ties of 
t he Fund within t he framework of t he Vienna Programme 
of Act ion on Science and Technology for Development ;  

5 .  Calls upon t h e  Administ rator of the United Nat ions 
Development Programme to continue to ensure close and 
interact ive co-operation between the Fund and the Centre 
for Science and Technology for Development of t he 
Secretariat on a programmatic and substantive basis, par
t icu larly in i mplementing decisions emanating from t he 
end- of -the-decade review of the Vienna Programme of Ac
tion 

ti. Recommends t hat the Fund, at t he request of the in
terested developing countries, accord priority in  support 
of 

( a )  Pilot projects on the endogenous capacity-building 
of developing count ries; 

( /) )  Activities directly related to the follow-up of sub
stant ive t hemes such as new and emerging areas of science 
and technology considered by t he Intergovernmental 
Committee; 

( c )  Projecb and programmes aimed at fostering co
operat 1011 among developing coun tries; 

7_ Emphasizes t he important function played hy the 
Fund as t he focal point  within the United Nat ions Devel
opment Programme for endogenous capacity-building in 
developing countries and networking with the interna
t ional science and t echnology community; · 

8. Takes note of the decision of t he Intergovernmental 
Committee to  i nclude an item entit led "Financing science 
and technology for development" in the agenda of its elev
enth session and to request the Secretary-General to  sub
mi t  a comprehensive report to i t  on t he question.44 

E 
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ASSESSMENT OF TECHNOLOGY 

I he Genera l Assemhly, 

R ecalling dccision 7 (V) of 20 June 1 983,45 in which t he 
I ntergovernmental Committee on Science and Tech
nolngy for Development established the Advance Tech
nology A lert System and called for a review of the project ,  
and the Commit tee·� resolution 4 (VI I I )  of 6 June 1 986,JR 

laking note with appreciation of t he report of the Sccre
tan -General on t he evaluation by t he international group 
of experts of the Advance Technology Alert System,46 

Recognizing t hat, because of the complexity and the glo
ha l implicat ions of new and emerging areas of science and 
technology, careful assessment of technology is required 
to take ful l  advantage of such emerging technologies and 
to avoid negative repercussions for developing countries, 

I Resolve� t hat, m pursuance of t he substantive theme 
approach, the I ntergovernmental Committee on Science 
and lechnology for Development shall choose subjects of 
particular significance with major science and t echnology 
d i 11 1 ,·ns1ons with a \ iew to providing an assessment nf 

44 Sc,· 0/fic,u/ R<'rnrds , ,( th<' Gt'neml Assembly. Fortv-Jimrth Session, 
\11(';1/,·111e111 ,'Vo. i l  ( A;44 '.17). sect. I I .A ,  resolution 2 ( X), pa 1 a . 'i 

· '  //11d . lh ir1, -,·1ghth .\·•111011, S11pp/cmt'11t .Vo. 3 7 (Ai .1 � : 17) ,  :mnn. 
,c, I ll 
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technology and related pol icy analysis in order to fac i l itak 
the debate of t he quest ion in the General Assembl) :  

2. Decides: 

(a) To continue and to improve further the Advance 
Technology A lert Syst em as an important and effect ive 
means of applying technology assessmen t to endogcno11 , 
capaci ty-bu i ld ing in developing count ries : 

(b) To continue al so to publish the A TAS Bulletin 
wit hin existing resources, focusing on the risks and bene 
fits of new and emerging technology to developmen t ,  espe
cial ly in developing countries, and on d iverse pract ices of 
technological assessmen t being used by Member States 
and international organ izat ions ; 

(c) To entrust t he Cent re for Science and Technology 
for Development of t he Secretariat ,  t h rough t he Advancl' 
Technology Alert System and in co-operat ion wi t h  nther 
United Nations bodies, to serve as the focal point  for tech 
nological assessmen t wit hin the Un i t ed Nat ions system 
and, where possible, for rela tions wi t h  Governmenh and 
non-governmenta l organ izations concern ing technologi 
cal assessment act iv i t ies in Member States ·, 

3 .  Takes note of the decision of t he I n tergovernmen ta l  
Comm ittee to choose as t he substant ive theme for i ts ele 
venth session "Ways and means of ensuring the part icipa 
tion of developing coun tries in internat iona l co-operat ion 
for research on and development of env ironmenta l l:, 
sound technologies, and the rap id and effect ive t ransfer nl 
such technologies to t hose coun tries ":47 

4. Requests the Centre to study ways and means of as
sist ing developing countries in enhanci ng their capacl ly I l l  

assess new technologies, and recommends t hat a study be 
undertaken regarding new material s  and the processing of 
raw materials, making use of the resu l ts of t he Cent re's on 
going programme on materia ls technology , and request ;. 
the Secretary-Genera l to report thereon to the  I ntcrgo, 
ernmental Comm it tee at i ts dcvcn t h <;ession . 

4211d plenary meet ing 
26 October 1 9?!9 

44/15. The situation in Afghanistan and its implications 
for international peace and security 

The General Assembly, 

Having considered the i tem ent it led "The si t uat ion 1 1 1  

Afghanistan and its implicat ions for in ternat iona l  peac, , 
and security", 

Recalling i ts resolut ion 43/20 of -� November I 988, 

Reaffirming t he purpose� and principles of the Charll'r 
of the United Nat ions and the obl igat ion of al l States to re
frain in their internat ional relat ions from the threat nr use 
of force against the sovereignty , terri torial in tegri t y  and 
political independence of any State, 

Reaffirming also the inalienable  right of a l l peoples tn 
determine their own form of government and to choose 
their own econom ic, po li t ical and social system free from 
outside intervention, subversion , coercion or con st ramt , 1f 
any k ind whatsoever, 

Gravely concerned at t he si t uat ion in Afghan istan , which 
resulted from the violat ion of princ iples of the Charter and 
of the recogn ized norms of inter-State conduct, 

Noting the conc lusion at Geneva, on 14 Apri l  l 988, , i i  
the  Agreements on t he Set t lemen t of t he Si t uat ion Rclat  

470fficial Records of the General h,n11hlr, 1;1r1v-fi,urth ,\"'""" 
Supplement No. 37 ( i\/44/.17) . ,,,._., I I I\ . rt'•,o l u l , .,n _, ( X ) .  rar. • 1 

mg t o  Afghan is t an4H and t he completion of the  w i t h 
d rawal of foreign t rnnps in accordance wi th  those Agrce
m,:nh, 

4 ware of t he con t inuing concern of the int ernat ional 
commun i t y  at the sufferings of the Afghan people and the 
magn it ude of the social  and econom ic problems posed to  
Pak is tan and I ran by t he  presence on t heir soi l of mi l l ions 
"r Afghar , refugees, 

Deeply conscious of t he urgen t need for a comprehensive 
pol i t ica l solution of the si tuat ion in respect of Afghan i
stan, 

Conscious t hat a successfu l final poli t ical sett lemen t of 
t he Afghan ist an problem would have a favourable impact 
(lll the internat ional  sit uat ion and prov ide an impet us for 
the  reso lu t ion of other acute regional conflicts, 

Expressing its appreciation to t he Secretary-Genera l for 
h is efforts to bri ng about peace and securi ty , 

laking note of t he report of the Secretary-General49 and 
t he st at us of the process of pol i t ical sett lement, 

I _  Emphasize, the importance of the Agreements on 
t he Sett lemen t of the Si tuat ion Relat ing to Afghan istan , 
hereinafter referred to as the "Geneva Agreements", con
c l uded at Cleneva on 1 4  Apri l 1 988 under Un it ed Nat ions 
ausp ices, wh ich c·onst i t ut e  an importan t step towards a 
"'mprehensivc pnl i t ical solut ion of t he  Afghan istan prob
km ;  

We, comn I he completion on 1 5  February 1 989 of 
t he w i t hdrawal ( ) f  Soviet t roops from Afghan istan in ac
, ·( 1 rdance w it h  t h e  Geneva Agreements; 

I_ Fxrresse.1 1 /s deep appreciation to the Secretary 
< jl:ncral for his n 111stant efforts t o  ach ieve a pol i t ical solu
t 1011 of th,: Afghan is t an problem ; 

4-. Calls for the scrupu lous respect for and fai t hfu l im
plemen tat ion of t he Geneva Agreemen ts by al l part ies 
nmccrnec1, who <;fwu ld fu l ly abide by t heir let ter and 
spiri t _  

� Reitera tes t hat the preservat ion of the sovereignty , 
I L'rri tnr ial mtegnty , pol i t ical independence and non 
al igned and Islam ic character of Afghan istan is essen t ia l 
for a peaceful solut ion of the Afghan istan problem ; 

t>- Rea/jinns I he right of t he Afghan people to deter
mmc t hei r own form of government and to choose thei r 
economic pol i t il'a l and socia l  syst em free from outside in
terven t ion , subvnsion , coerc ion or C()nstra int of anv k ind 
w hatsocvn: 

Calls upon a l l  part ies concerned to work urgen t ly 
for the  ach1cvernl·n t of a comprehensive pol i t ical solut ion , 
t he cessat ion of host i li t ies and the creat ion of the neces
sary cond it ions of peace and norma lcy that wou ld enable 
t he Afghan refugees to return volun t ari ly to t heir home
land m safety and honour: 

S .  Emphasizn t he need for an early start of the in t ra
Afghan d ialogue for the establ ishmen t of a broad-based 
government to ensure the broadest support and immed iate 
part icipat ion of ,1 1 1  segmen ts of the Afghan people; 

ll. Calls upon a l l  part ies concerned to exert every effort 
t , ,  promote a po l i t ical sett lemen t acceptab le to t he Afghan 
people in order t "  bn ng to  an end t he pro tracted confl ict 
t hat has prcva ikd in Afghan ist an for t he past several 
\ ,·ars 
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