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. BACKGROUND AND | NTRCDUCTI ON

1. The Preparatory Conmttee for the Fiftieth Anniversary of the United
Nations was established by the General Assenbly in its decision 46/472, of

13 April 1992, adopted at the 84th plenary neeting of its forty-sixth session

In that decision, the Assenbly al so entrusted the Preparatory Comittee,

consi sting of the menbers of the General Committee and open to the participation
of all Menber States, with the task of considering and recommending to the
Assenbly at its forty-seventh session proposals for suitable activities in
connection with the observance of the fiftieth anniversary of the United
Nations, on the understanding that its decisions would be taken by consensus.

2. On 8 Decenber 1992, the General Assenbly considered the first report of the
Preparatory Committee. 1/ In its decision 47/417 of the same date, the Assenbly
took note of the work of the Preparatory Conmittee in 1992 and decided that it
shoul d continue its work and report to the Assenbly at its forty-eighth session

3. At the forty-eighth session, on 19 COctober 1993, the General Assenbly
consi dered the second report of the Preparatory Committee. 2/ |In its decision
48/ 406 of the sanme date, the Assenbly took note of the work of the Preparatory
Committee in 1993, including the decision that the thene for the conmmrenoration
woul d be "W the Peoples of the United Nations ... United for a Better Wrld"
and that an open-ended drafting group would be established to prepare a
declaration to be adopted in 1995 to mark the anniversary. Furthernore, the
Assenbly deci ded that the Preparatory Conmittee should continue its work and
report thereon to the Assenbly at its forty-ninth session

4. In a letter dated 9 Decenber 1993 addressed to the President of the Cenera
Assenbly (A/ 48/ 749), the Chairman of the Preparatory Conmittee requested that
consi deration be given to reopening the agenda itemof the forty-eighth session
of the Assenbly relating to the commenoration of the fiftieth anniversary in
order to enable the Assenbly to consider additional natters. As a result, the
Assenbl y adopted, on 23 Decenber 1993, resolution 48/215 A, in which it:

(a) approved, on an exceptional basis, the creation of the post of Special

Advi ser at the Under-Secretary-General |evel against tenporary assistance
resources for organi zing and coordinating activities related to the
comenoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the United Nations; and

(b) requested the Secretary-General to provide adequate secretariat support for
the Preparatory Committee.

5. Later in the forty-eighth session and on the recommendati on of the
Preparatory Committee, the CGeneral Assenbly adopted resol ution 48/ 215 B of

26 May 1994, in which it decided to convene a special commenorative neeting of
the Assenbly on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the entry into force
of the Charter of the United Nations, to be held at United Nations Headquarters
from?22 to 24 Cctober 1995. The Assenbly al so decided that invitations to the
neeting would be issued to all Menber and observer States at the | evel of head
of State or Governnent, and that all heads of del egati ons woul d be afforded the
opportunity to address the special neeting. The Secretary-Ceneral was entrusted
with sending out the invitations requesting all heads of State or Governnent of
Menber and observer States to advise him as soon as possible, of their
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participation and representation and of whether or not they proposed to address
the special nmeeting. The General Assenbly al so requested the Secretary-CGenera
to report to it at its forty-ninth session on replies received, in order to
enable it at that session to reconmend to the Assenbly at its fiftieth session a
precise tinmetable and agenda for the special comenorative neeting and a
suggested tinmetable for the conduct of the general debate of the fiftieth

sessi on.

6. Inits report to the General Assenbly at its forty-ninth session, 3/ the
Preparatory Conmmittee reported that the arrangenents nentioned in Assenbly
resol ution 48/ 215 B for the special commenorative neeting of the Assenmbly, in
addition to applying to all Menber and observer States, would also apply to

Pal esti ne and ot her observers, should they so request. In that report, the
Preparatory Committee also reported on its review of the devel opnent of
conmenor ati ve progranmes and activities being undertaken by the secretariat of
the fiftieth anniversary of the United Nations, Menber States, the United

Nati ons system and non-governnental organizations. |In addition, it reconmended
two draft resolutions, which were subsequently adopted on 9 Novenber 1994 by the
Assenbly: resolutions 49/11, on the United Nations fiftieth anniversary coin
programe, and 49/12, on the work of the Preparatory Commttee. 1In the latter
resolution, the Assenbly approved the report of the Preparatory Conmittee,

wel coned the commenorative programme being formul ated by the secretariat and
expressed its appreciation to the secretariat for its efforts to make it a

gl obal commenoration. The Assenbly al so wel conmed the conti nued work of the
Preparatory Committee on the draft declaration of the fiftieth anniversary, and
decided that the Preparatory Commttee should continue its work and report
thereon to the Assenbly at its fiftieth session. The present report is

subm tted in response to that decision

7. Since the adoption by the General Assenbly of its resolution 49/12, the
Preparatory Committee has held 15 nmeetings: in 1994, the 19th and 20th
neetings, on 17 Novenber and 1 Decenber; and in 1995, the 21st to 33rd neetings,
on 2 and 10 February, 17 and 28 March, 11 April, 17 and 23 May, 7 and 19 June,
18 Septenber, 20 and 21 Cctober and 17 Novenber.

1. PREPARATI ONS FOR THE SPECI AL COMVEMORATI VE MEETI NG OF
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ON THE OCCASI ON OF THE FI FTI ETH
ANNI VERSARY OF THE UNI TED NATI ONS

A. Procedural and organi zational arrangenents for the neeting

8. Pursuant to resolution 48/215 B, in which the General Assenbly had
requested the Secretary-General to report to the Assenbly at its forty-ninth
session on replies received to invitations to participate in, and address, the
speci al commenorative neeting, a docunment on the status of replies received

(A AC. 240/ 1995/ L. 2) was submitted to the Preparatory Conmittee for consideration
at its 21st neeting. In that paper it was noted that, as at 27 January 1995,

69 heads of State or CGovernnent had indicated their intention to attend and to
address the comenorative neeting, and that two Menber States and one observer
State had indicated that they would send hi gh-1evel del egations. Three options
for the organization of the |list of speakers were presented, as foll ows:
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(a) The list of speakers to be opened on a certain date for inscription
and the order to be determned strictly in the order in which the del egation
inscribed in the |ist;

(b) The list of speakers to be organi zed al phabetically, that is, in
accordance with the seating arrangenent in the General Assenbly Hall

(c) Drawing by lot (on the understanding that heads of State would take
precedence at a given neeting, followed by heads of Government).

In addition, it was noted that discussion would be required on extended sessions
to accommpdate all speakers, a possible limtation of speaking time in view of

t he nunber of potential speakers and the rel ationship between the general debate
and the commenorative neeting.

9. Fol | owi ng di scussi on of docunent A/ AC. 240/1995/L.2, the Preparatory
Committee agreed that the Chairman woul d undertake further consultation with
regard to the organi zation of the list of speakers for the special commenorative
neeting. These consultations resulted in the subm ssion of a note by the
Chai rman (A AC. 240/ 1995/ L. 3), in which the options and underlyi ng assunptions
for the organization of the |list of speakers were further el aborated. These
options were extensively debated by the Preparatory Committee at its 22nd to
25th neetings. Based on those discussions, a draft resolution on the

organi zation of the |ist of speakers (A AC 240/1995/L.5), submtted by the
Chai rman, was considered at the 26th neeting. A revision of the resolution
(A AC. 240/ 1995/ L. 5/ Rev. 1), on which consensus was reached by the Preparatory
Committee at its 27th neeting, was subsequently submitted to the Genera
Assenbly for appropriate action

10. On the reconmendation of the Preparatory Committee, the General Assenbly,
on 24 May 1995, adopted resolution 49/12 B, in which it was agreed that the
order of the list would be determned in a drawi ng by which the Secretary-
General or his representative would draw one nane froma box containing the
names of all Menber States, observer States and Palestine, in its capacity as
observer, participating in the special neeting. That procedure would be
repeated until all names had been drawn fromthe box, thus establishing the
order in which participants would be invited to choose one of the six neetings
set aside for the commenorative event and to select their speaking slots. O her
provi sions of the resolution included:

(a) The six neetings woul d each have 25 speaking slots, with the exception
of the afternoon neeting on Tuesday, 24 Cctober, which would have 60 slots;

(b) Heads of State would be accorded first priority, followed by
vi ce-presidents, crown princes/princesses, heads of CGovernnent, the highest
ranking official of the Holy See and Swi tzerland, as observer States, and
Pal estine, in its capacity as observer, ministers, permanent representatives and
ot her observers;

(c) The first speaker in the special neeting would be the head of State of
t he host country;
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(d) In the event that the |l evel at which a statenment was to be made was
subsequent |y changed, the speaker would be noved to the next avail abl e speaking
slot in the appropriate category at the sanme neeting;

(e) Statenments should be limted to five mnutes, wthout precluding the
circulation of nore extensive texts. The full text of all speeches would be
publ i shed in a bound book

11. As stipulated in General Assenbly resolution 49/12 B, the drawing of the
lots took place at the 28th neeting of the Preparatory Commttee, on

7 June 1995, resulting in a speakers list for the special commenorative neeting.
G ven the provision in subparagraph (d) above, there were a nunber of changes
nmade to the speakers list from7 June until 1 October, reflecting changes in the
| evel of representation of certain delegations. The final speakers list for the
neeting is presented in annex | to the present report.

12. Subsequently, at its 29th neeting, the Preparatory Committee considered the

remai ni ng | ogi stical and substantive issues regarding the special comenorative
neeting.

B. Drafting of the declaration

13. At its 4th meeting, the Preparatory Committee established an open-ended
drafting group, chaired by the Chairman of the Preparatory Commttee, to prepare
a solem declaration to be adopted in 1995 to mark the observance of the
anniversary. In the initial period of 1994, a conceptual approach was agreed
upon, nanely, that the decl aration should address the general public, utilize

si mpl e and not grandi ose | anguage, be substantive in nature, strive for brevity
and reflect a thematic approach. It was also agreed that all decisions by the
drafting group should be taken by consensus.

14. Subsequently, a general structure for a draft declaration was agreed to by
the drafting group, as reflected in docunent A/ AC. 240/ 1994/ WH 2 of

30 March 1994. A docunent containing possible elenments for inclusion in a draft
decl arati on based on the outline, was submtted by the Chairnman of the drafting
group (A/AC. 240/ 1994/ WH 3 of 4 May 1994). Delegations were invited to provide
additional texts, as appropriate. The Goup of Non-Aligned Countries subnmtted
a proposed draft declaration, contained in docunent A/ AC. 240/ 1994/ WH 4 of

31 May 1994.

15. Wile some discussions took place in the drafting group around docunents

Al AC. 240/ 1994/ WEH 3 and A/ AC. 240/ 1994/ W5 4, no specific agreement was reached.

It was therefore decided that a period of reflection and infornmal consultations
woul d be the nost appropriate way to nove forward, also to take account of najor
di scussi ons and conferences planned for 1994 and early 1995.

16. The drafting group resuned its formal discussions at its 9th neeting and
has since held 21 neetings, its 10th to 46th, in 1995: on 16 February, 24 and
31 March, 10 April, 16, 18 and 25 May, 6, 14 and 29 June, 20, 25, 27 and

28 July, 2, 3, 4, 29 and 31 August, 1, 7, 8 and 12 Septenber and 3, 13, 19 and
20 Cctober.
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17. At its 9th nmeeting, the drafting group agreed that the Bureau woul d
prepare a draft that would serve as the "single negotiating docunment”

(A AC. 240/ 1995/ W& 1 of 13 February 1995). Subsequently, based on a paragraph-
by- paragraph readi ng and witten anendnents presented by del egations (see
annex I1), the first rolling text was produced by the Chairman for the 16th
neeting (A AC. 240/ 1995/ WH 6 of 22 May 1995). The drafting group was of the view
that A/ AC. 240/ 1995/ WH 6 refl ected substantial progress and decided to continue
consi dering amendnents to it. Follow ng the subm ssion of additional witten
amendnents, the Chairman of the drafting group issued rolling text 2

(A AC. 240/ 1995/ WH 10) at its 21st neeting, rolling text 3 (A AC 240/ 1995/ WH 12)
at its 22nd neeting and rolling text 4 (A AC 240/1995/ WY 16) at its

28t h neeting.

18. A series of informal neetings were arranged by the Chairnman of the drafting
group to enable further consultations and for rolling text 4 to be finalized.
The result of that process was document A/ AC. 240/1995/CRP. 11/ Rev.1, subm tted by
the Chairman to the Preparatory Conmttee at its 31st neeting, on 20 Cctober

Ext ensi ve di scussions were held on the docunment during that neeting and into the
32nd neeting of the Preparatory Committee, on 21 October. At that neeting the
Chai rman made the foll owi ng statenent:

"The Preparatory Conm ttee has been in suspension to enable infornal
consultations to take place. Those consultations focused on concerns
expressed about the right of peoples to take action to resist foreign
occupati on.

"A consi derabl e nunber of del egations are of the view that the
foll owi ng sentence, in paragraph 1.3 of the draft declaration, gives
expression, inter alia, to that right and recogni zes the right of peoples
to take legitimate action in accordance with the Charter of the United
Nations to realize their inalienable right of self-determ nation

"Sonme ot her del egations were of the view that that sentence needed to
be clarified further. | was not able to find a way of reconciling those
di fferences through an amendnent of the text of docunent
A/ AC. 240/ 1995/ CRP. 11/ Rev. 1.

"In these circunstances, | draw particular attention to the facility
that is available to all in the event that we agree to adopt this
decl aration, nanely, to make a statement that will be recorded in full in

the report of the Preparatory Committee.

"l now propose that this text be adopted and forwarded to the Genera
Assenbly with the recommendation that it be adopted by the Assenbly at its
speci al conmenorative neeting as the 'Declaration on the Cccasion of the
Fiftieth Anniversary of the United Nations'."

19. The Preparatory Commttee agreed with that recomendati on and adopted the
draft declaration, after which the follow ng statenments were nade
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LI BYAN ARAB JAVAH RI YA

"I refer again, as | did in ny statenent before this Committee
yesterday, to the fourth subparagraph of paragraph 1 of this draft
decl arati on (A AC. 240/ 1995/ CRP. 11/ Rev.1). This subparagraph i s good
because it does condemm what threatens the security of all States.
Forenpst anong such threats is terrorism which ny country firmy condems
We al so said in our statenent that our del egation believes that this
subpar agraph shoul d be conpleted in such a way as to differenti ate between
terrorism on the one hand, and the right of peoples to resist foreign
occupation and colonialism Now that the Preparatory Conm ttee has adopted
this draft declaration, which it is to be hoped will be finally adopted on
t he occasion of the commenoration of the fiftieth anniversary, ny
del egation wi shes to place on record that we believe the third subparagraph
of paragraph 1 of the draft declaration refers to the legitimte rights of
peoples to resist foreign occupation, a right which, in our opinion, cannot
be objected to by anyone - this being a right enbodied in the Charter of
the United Nations, in international |law and in the resolutions of the
United Nations."

I NDI A

"I take the floor not because | have any reservations to express or a
declaration to nake. | take the floor basically to convey ny delegation's
happi ness that we finally have a declaration that our heads will adopt
three days hence. In this context, | think | speak not only on behal f of
ny del egation, but | think | speak on behal f of npst del egations present in
this room W thank you for your chairmanship. You have been a pillar of

strength. | think its your steadfast perseverance that has ensured that we
even have a declaration that we can now commend to our heads of Governnent
and heads of State. It would have been npbst unfortunate, at |east in the

view of ny delegation, if we had not had a declaration on this occasion

My del egati on has al ways mai ntai ned that A/ AC. 240/1995/CRP.11/Rev.1 is a
document worthy of adoption and we will certainly commend it to our head of
Governnment. W thank you for your efforts and we are grateful that we
finally have a declaration."

MEXI CO

"Li ke other del egations, we wel cone the adoption of this declaration.
Simlarly, we would like to point out that we accept the text contained in
document A/ AC. 240/ 1995/ CRP. 11/Rev.1 in its version in English. The
del egation of Mexico, whose official |anguage is Spanish, will submt to
the secretariat the purely linguistic changes that are necessary in order
to ensure that the Spanish text corresponds in all the words with the
decl aration that we have adopted in English. In addition, we would sinply
like to point out that as regards present paragraph 14 in
A AC. 240/ 1995/ CRP. 11/ Rev. 1, we woul d have preferred to use the wording in
document A/ AC. 240/ 1995/ CRP. 8, referring to the errors of the past that we
nust avoid."
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JAPAN
"On behalf of ny delegation, | would like to echo the previous

speakers in their appreciation for your patient chairmanship in bringing
this inportant declaration to life. M delegation is very happy to see the
final adoption of this resolution on the occasion of the fiftieth
comenorative neeting of the United Nations. W wll certainly reconmend
that the head of ny del egation support this declaration for the sake of
further strengthening the activities of this Organization. It is the
determ nation of nmy Government to make a further contribution to the United
Nati ons."

RUSSI AN FEDERATI ON

"On behal f of the Russian delegation | would like, first of all, to
t hank you for the huge efforts that you have made so that our work woul d be
successfully conpleted today. Like many del egati ons, we wel cone the
adoption of the draft declaration on the commenoration of the fiftieth
anni versary of the United Nations and we do expect that it will be solemly
adopted during the special session of the General Assenbly on this issue.
Li ke the representative of the Mexican del egation, we would |ike to draw
attention to the fact that we have sone problens with the Russian text of
this declaration. Unfortunately, it differs seriously fromthe docunents
that this declaration is abased on - it is sort of a free translation. So
we woul d ask the secretariat to draw the attention of the translators to
the fact that certain sections of the declaration were taken from al ready
exi sting docunments and the Russian text should not differ fromthe text
that al ready exists."

FRANCE

"I have two brief comments to make. First, | agree with the coment
nade by earlier speakers from Mexico and the Russian Federation. W are
happy that we have adopted this draft text in its |anguage versions. That
is to say, ny delegation would not have been able to adopt a text in
English, so we adopted a text in French, even if the version needs sone
i nprovenents in sone respects. In any case, we are very happy to have
reached these results this evening. M del egation thanks those
del egations, who with you, in recent hours and days, have contributed to
the results that have enabled us to show the necessary flexibility to reach
agreenment. My second comrent is sinply to express the considerabl e debt of
gratitude we genuinely feel towards you and to your delegation. And | am
not just speaking these as words."

NORVWAY
"It is only fitting that on the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary
of the United Nations, heads of Governnment and heads of State adopt a

sol etm decl aration and without it, in a few days, certainly that fact woul d

/...
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have been noticed. M delegation would Iike to join wholeheartedly with
others in the words of appreciation that have been directed to you and we
have, for our part, been very thankful for the fairness with which you have
conducted our negotiations as well as the notivation you have shown,

wi t hout which, | think, various points of view could not have been joi ned
and noral authority, in difficult times, be listened to. As well in the
ebbs of our work you have pushed forward when that was necessary."

| SRAEL

"First of all | would like to thank you for your efforts in the
conduct of this Commttee to bring about a declaration. M delegation has
been forthcom ng and conprom sing throughout the deliberation of the
neetings - fromthe first neeting until this neeting. But, | must say that
we are perplexed by the efforts of sone delegations to get this Commttee,
and to get the General Assenbly on the sol emm occasion of the fiftieth
anniversary of the United Nations, to get the United Nations to legitimze
terrorism and | trust that the great majority of the Menbers of the United

Nations, |ike ourselves, do not read paragraph 1.3 in this light and do not
see the explanation that was put by sone to this paragraph as a correct
one."

PAKI STAN

"My del egation, fromday one, was confident that we would get to where
we are today because of your chairmanship. And conming to the | anguage
problens, | think the only | anguage that we have adopted in this
declaration is the | anguage of conproni se, cooperation and flexibility.
There is no other | anguage for this declaration. And comng to the point
of interpreting paragraph 1.3, as far as the phrase of 'legitimte action

is concerned, | think it clearly states that there is no justifying any
unl awful action and every action that is taken is done so in accordance
with the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations. | hope there

will not be any statenents of reservation coming in on the Charter. And
peoples' right to resist foreign occupation is always supported by the
General Assenbly docunents that we know. "

SYRI AN ARAB REPUBLI C

"The del egation of the Syrian Arab Republic would like on this
occasion to express its appreciation of the efforts exerted by
Anbassador Richard Butler, the Chairman of the Preparatory Commttee for
t he Conmenoration of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the United Nations, and
for the consultations he conducted in order to bring the draft declaration
toits present form M delegation would like to place on record its
support for the declaration on the fiftieth anniversary of the United
Nations and especially for the explanation put forward by a | arge nunber of
the Menbers States in the light of the extensive consultations nade by the
Chai rman on paragraph 1.3 of the declaration, which neans, inter alia, the

/...
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legitimate rights of peoples to resist foreign occupation. And we would
like to reaffirmthat Syria consistently condemms terrorismin all its
different forms and nanifestations and that we distinguish between these
acts and the legitimate right of peoples to resist foreign occupation, this
foreign occupation that shoul d be considered the highest stage of
terrorism because it deprives the oppressed peopl es of sinple, fundanmenta
and human rights. Before concluding, | would like to associate nyself with
the other colleagues in thanking you for the efforts you have expended in
order to reach this declaration."

20. Oher statements in support of the draft declaration were nade by Cuba,
I ndi a, Japan, Portugal, Norway, the United States of Anerica and Egypt.

21. Subsequently, the Declaration on the Cccasion of the Fiftieth Anniversary
of the United Nations was adopted by the General Assenbly by acclamation at its
40t h neeting, on 24 Cctober 1995 (resolution 50/6).

[11. OTFHER PREPARATI ONS FOR THE COMVEMORATI ON
OF THE FI FTI ETH ANNI VERSARY

A, Action by Menber and observer States, including the
establi shnent of national commttees and the
i ssuance of comrenorative stanps and coins

22. In response to the Secretary-General's note verbale to all permanent
representatives to the United Nations, national conmttees continued to be
establ i shed through the end of 1994 and into 1995. The Preparatory Conmittee
was informed that, as at 10 Novenber 1995, 151 Menber or observer States had

est abl i shed national conmittees. The Menber or observer States that established
nati onal comrittees are as follows:

Al bani a Bul gari a

Al geria Bur ki na Faso
Andorr a Bur und

Angol a Canbodi a
Anti gua and Barbuda Canada
Argentina Cape Verde
Ar meni a Chile
Australia Chi na

Austri a Col onbi a
Azer bai j an Costa Rica
Bahanas Croatia
Bangl adesh Cuba

Bar bados Cyprus

Bel ar us Czech Republic
Bel gi um D i bouti
Benin Domi ni ca
Bhut an Egypt

Bot swana El Sal vador
Brazi | Eritrea
Brunei Darussal am Estoni a



A AC. 240/ 1995/ L. 13

Engl i sh
Page 12
Fiji Nami bi a
Fi nl and Nepal
France Net her | ands
Gabon New Zeal and
Ganbi a Ni car agua
Georgi a Ni geri a
Cer many Nor way
Ghana Paki st an
G eece Panama
Guat eral a Par aguay
Qui nea Peru
Qui nea- Bi ssau Phi | i ppi nes
Guyana Pol and
Hai ti Por t ugal
Hondur as Cat ar
Hungary Republ i c of Korea
I cel and Republic of Ml dova
I ndi a Romani a
| ndonesi a Russi an Federation
Iran (Islam c Republic of) Sai nt Lucia
I raqg San Marino
I rel and Sao Tonme and Princi pe
| srael Senegal
Italy Seychel | es
Jamai ca Sierra Leone
Japan Si ngapor e
Jor dan Sl ovaki a
Kazakst an Sl oveni a
Kenya South Africa
Kuwai t Spain
Kyrgyzst an Sri Lanka
Lao People's Denpbcratic Republic Sudan
Latvia Suri nane
Lebanon Swazi | and
Lesot ho Sweden
Li byan Arab Janmahiriya Swit zerl and
Li echtenstein Syrian Arab Republic
Li t huani a Taj i ki stan
Luxenbour g Thai | and
Madagascar The former Yugoslav Republic of
Mal awi Macedoni a
Mal aysi a Togo
Mal di ves Trini dad and Tobago
Mal i Tuni si a
Mal t a Tur key
Marshal | 1sl ands Tur kneni st an
Mauri t ani a Uganda
Mauri tius Wkr ai ne
Mexi co United Arab Enmirates
Mongol i a United Kingdom of Great Britain
Mbr occo and Northern Irel and

Myannar United Republic of Tanzania
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United States of Anerica Yugosl avi a
Vanuat u Zaire
Venezuel a Zanbi a
Vi et Nam Zi mbabwe
Yemen

23. Throughout the year the Preparatory Committee was kept advi sed of the
numer ous comenorative activities being organi zed for the anniversary year by
these committees. The Preparatory Commttee was pleased to note that nmany of
the activities were directed at reaching and informng the general public, and
especi ally at educating youth about the work of the United Nations. These
activities include:

(a) United Nations educational materials being used at school s,
universities and institutes all over the world;

(b) dobal teach-in programes planned for Cctober in nunerous countries;

(c) Issuance of publications on the United Nations and its role in
di f ferent spheres;

(d) Nunerous conferences, synposia and sem nars on the United Nations have
taken place in the different regions of the world and still are scheduled to be
hel d t hroughout the remrainder of the year

(e) Special programes on the United Nations being aired on the radio and
on nmajor television stations. Publication of special sections in newspapers and
nagazi nes;

(f) Oganization of essay and art conpetitions on the United Nations thene
in schools. Wnners fromdifferent parts of the world would visit the United
Nat i ons;

(g) Exhibitions on the United Nations and its activities being held in
every continent;

(h) "Model United Nations" with student participants have taken place and
are continuing throughout the year

(i) National galas and concerts honouring the United Nations and
comenorating its anniversary have been or will be held in virtually every
Menmber St ate;

(j) Sport events have been organi zed throughout the year around the worl d;

(k) Several Menber States are naming public streets, plazas and parks in
honour of the United Nations.

24, In addition to the many activities cited above, nunerous Menber States
decided to honour the United Nations on its fiftieth anniversary with speci al
i ssues of stanps and coins. In addition to the three special stanp series that

/...
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are being issued in 1995 by the United Nations Postal Administration in honour
of the fiftieth anniversary, virtually every other postal adm nistration has

i ssued or has noted plans to issue such conmenorative stanps. Mny of these
stanps depict United Nations progranmes and activities in the country of issue.
Further, over 40 Menber States already have agreed to issue |egal tender coins
honouring the anniversary, pursuant to the provisions of General Assenbly
resolution 49/11. In addition to gold and silver coins for collectors, a nunber
of base nmetal coins will be issued at face value for general circulation. Under
t he progranme, participating Menber States donate a royalty to the Trust Fund
for the Fiftieth Anniversary Cel ebrati ons on each special proof or uncircul ated
coin sold to collectors. These royalties are being used to support educationa
and communi cations activities about the work of the United Nations.

25. In addition to supporting Menber States with education and information
materials, the secretariat of the fiftieth anniversary has worked w th many
cities in the devel opnent of appropriate comenorations. Events in June 1995 in
San Francisco to comenorate the fiftieth anniversary of the signing of the
Charter included a nyriad of events. GCeneva, New York and Vienna al so are
undert aki ng naj or comrenorations during the year, including concerts, art

exhi bits, synmposia and other cultural events.

B. dobal projects undertaken by the secretariat
of the fiftieth anniversary

26. Wil e supporting the Menber States and cities in preparation for the
fiftieth anniversary cel ebrations, and providi ng substantive and technica
support to the Preparatory Committee, the secretariat continued to devel op and

i npl enent a gl obal conmmenorative programre of activities and products. At al
its meetings in 1995, the Preparatory Committee was briefed on these activities,
whi ch enabled themto provide the necessary gui dance and input to the
secretariat. The goals identified by the secretariat and endorsed by the
Preparatory Committee for the anniversary had been to pronote a nore bal anced

i mage of the United Nations, to enlarge its constituency of support, especially
anmong youth and non-traditional audiences, to inprove world-w de educati on about
the work of the Organization and to nobilize public support in favour of the
United Nations to position it to meet ever-grow ng demands. Programe

devel opnent responded to these objectives by devel opi ng and i npl ementi ng
projects in key programme areas, anong which educati on and conmuni cation have
been given priority.

27. During the initial stages of preparations in 1993 and 1994, several nenbers
of the Preparatory Conmittee had stressed the need to accord the highest
priority to reaching youth and the general public. Anmobng the nost inportant

gl obal youth projects undertaken by the secretariat are:

(a) The pronotion of a global teach-in on the United Nations, in which the
objective is to have all schools designate tinme around 24 Cctober to teach about
the United Nations, has been publicized. Teachers have been encouraged to
concentrate on world affairs and the role of the United Nations for a week or a
nonth in October 1995, with the hope that it will becone a part of teaching
pl ans every year to mark United Nations Day;
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(b) Educational kits for teachers on the United Nations and its work were
devel oped for three school levels - primary, intermedi ate and secondary - in al
six official |anguages. The kits contain activity units that focus on such
gl obal issues as migration, pollution, health and peace, within subject-matters
ranging fromhistory and literature to science and mat hematics. Substantia
resour ces have been devoted to providing copies of these materials through
United Nations offices in all Menber States, especially in devel oping countries,
and have been nade available for translation of these materials into other
| anguages. Local educational projects, including classroomposters, also have
been funded;

(c) A passport to the future was also initiated to invol ve younger
children in thinking about cooperation and community service. It was designed
to sign on mllions of young persons between the ages of 7 and 14 years as
"gl obal citizens" by having them pledge to carry out a number of vol unteer
activities to make their world a better place. The passport encourages themto
denonstrate their concern for a better future by becom ng involved in sone of
the worl d's nost pressing challenges - human rights, devel opnent and the
environnent - starting in their local comunity;

(d) Young people fromaround the world submitted contributions to a book
about the United Nations, A Wrld In Qur Hands, witten, illustrated and edited
by young peopl e;

(e) A world youth | eadership training summt focusing on the rights and
responsibilities of youth was held at Headquarters in |late August 1995, bringing
t oget her 200 young people from around the world and encouragi ng themto be
proactive in the future;

(f) The secretariat also has encouraged and provided award nedal s for
numerous i nternational and national school conpetitions about the United
Nat i ons.

28. Fiftieth anniversary gl obal comrunications activities devel oped by the
secretariat have included:

(a) Print, audio and video canpaigns for nedia, exhibits, conferences,
filmand tel evision programrmng. The international public service announcenent
canpaign, in the six official |anguages, was designed to informthe public of
the many achi evenents of the United Nations system in the areas of
denocrati zati on, decol oni zati on, wonen and devel opnent, health, refugees,
peace- keepi ng, environment and food security. These naterials have been
distributed to United Nations offices world-wi de and to broadcasters and
publishers in all Menber States;

(b) A nmultinedia exhibit provided to headquarters and regi onal offices,
and to headquarters of specialized agencies. The exhibit uses CD interactive
t echnol ogy and denonstrates the interdependence of the global community by
focusing on the history of the Organization and on its major areas of endeavour
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(c) Fiftieth anniversary information sites on the Internet and rel ated
on-line services (United Nations Devel opnent Programe (UNDP) Gopher, America
On-Li ne, CompuServe and The M crosoft Network);

(d) Publications, including a pictorial history of the United Nations -
Visions - fifty years of the United Nations - a newsletter, press kits, an
i nformational brochure, notes for speakers and an educational wall chart. These
mat eri al s have been distributed widely to the international news nedia, nationa
conmittees, United Nations information centres and field offices, permanent
m ssions to the United Nations, United Nations associ ations, acaden c groups and
t he general public.

C. Activities within the United Nations system

29. In its 1993 report, 2/ the Preparatory Conmittee had agreed that within the
context of the commenoration of the fiftieth anniversary, an extraordinary
opportunity existed to highlight the mutually reinforcing goals of the United
Nations and its sister organizations. The Preparatory Comittee expressed its
continuing interest in that inmportant aspect of the conmmenoration and requested
that it be kept informed of further devel opnents. The Preparatory Conmittee was
advi sed that the Administrative Committee on Coordination, at its 1994 spring
session held at CGeneva, had further considered these issues, including,

i ncreasi ng systemw de participation in the fiftieth anniversary and

consol idating the nessages that the Organi zati on woul d direct towards the
general public during the critical year 1995. |In addition, and in parallel with
the Adm nistrative Commttee on Coordination session in February 1995, a Forum
on the Future of the United Nations had been convened at Vienna with the
participation of all Admnistrative Conmittee nmenbers and a nunber of

di stingui shed personalities who had been | eadi ng i ndependent reviews on ways to
strengthen the capacity of the United Nations systemto neet the ngjor
chal | enges ahead.

30. The Preparatory Conmttee was inforned that since its |ast report,
cooperative activities between the United Nations and ot her organi zati ons of the
United Nations system had taken a nore operational turn - focusing on the
preparation of projects that highlight the work of the system Since in effect
the informati on being dissem nated by the secretariat is information regarding
the work of the United Nations system the organizati ons were contacted for

i nputs such as slides, video footage, facts, for global projects on the fiftieth
anni versary, such as the nmultinedia exhibit, the youth | eadership training
sumit, the book A Wrld in Qur Hands, and so on. There are in addition
specific joint projects being undertaken with the United Nati ons Educati onal
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) regarding the distribution of
educational materials, the pronotion of the global teach-in, the organization of
yout h encounters and Design 21. Cooperation with the Food and Agricul ture
Organi zation of the United Nations (FAO for the publication of results of

di scussions wi th non-governnmental and private organi zations related to a d oba
Assenbly on Food Security has al so been undertaken. 1In addition, UNDP had
contributed significantly to the dissem nation of information on the fiftieth
anni versary through the Internet by arranging for the use of the Gopher. Oher
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organi zati ons' databases have since also pointed to the Gopher, thus further
wi deni ng di ssem nati on.

31. The Preparatory Conmttee was also infornmed that the United Nations field
network, and the regional comm ssions, had been nobilized towards the
comrenorative effort. Resident coordinators, directors of the United Nations
information centres and the executive secretaries of the conm ssions were taking
a very active part in the distribution of the informati on and education materia
on the fiftieth anniversary.

32. The Preparatory Conmttee was also infornmed of the continued efforts to
involve the staff of the United Nations systemin the anniversary preparations
and events. |In nunerous countries, staff have supported | ocal organizers of
commenorative activities. In New York, Geneva and Vienna, the staff conmittees
have organi zed programres in honour of the anniversary, including a poll of
staff views, literary conpetitions, photo exhibits and cultural events.

D. Activities of non-governnental organizations

33. United Nations associations and ot her non-governmental organizations have
supported the fiftieth anniversary effort to broaden public understanding of the
wor k and continued rel evance of the United Nations through, anong other things,
educati on programes, conferences, activities ainmed at young people, such as art
projects, essay conpetitions and nodel United Nations progranmmes. |n addition
many of these organi zations, especially the United Nations associations,
actively participate as nmenbers of national conmttees established for the
fiftieth anniversary to arrange comenorative programres w thin the Menber
St at es.

34. In the context of the fiftieth session of the General Assenbly there are
pl ans to organi ze a one-day non-governnental organization programe in

m d- Cct ober to examine the role of the organizations and the United Nations and
its future in the twenty-first century, building on the various initiatives,
studi es and reports issued in 1995 dealing with civil society and the United
Nations. The programme woul d be coordi nated by the Conference of

Non- Governmental Organi zations in Consultative Status with the United Nations
Econom ¢ and Social Council together with the Executive Conmmttee of

Non- Gover nmental Organi zati ons Associated with the United Nations Departnent of
Public Information.

V. ADM NI STRATI VE AND FI NANCI AL | SSUES

35. In 1993, the Preparatory Committee was infornmed that the financia
situation of the Organization precluded nmaki ng funds fromthe regul ar budget
avail able for financing fiftieth anniversary comenorative progranmes and
events. The Secretary-General had therefore established a Trust Fund for the
Fiftieth Anniversary Cel ebrations for that purpose and had urged the Menber
States to support that initiative. A nunber of Menber States have nmade
contributions and many have provided resources to their national commttees
organi zi ng anni versary comenorati ons.
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36. Support was al so sought fromthe private sector, including a |limted nunber

of gl obal sponsors and international |icensees. Sufficient resources to devel op
core global activities were obtained fromthree gl obal sponsors and severa
maj or project sponsors. A limted nunber of international |icensees also

provi ded substantial funds and distribution of nmessages about the work of the
Organi zation. The Trust Fund is expected to continue to receive revenue from
sone of the licensees, in particular with respect to conmenorative coins and
publ i cati ons.

37. The Preparatory Conmmttee noted the positive inpact that the Trust Fund has
had in supporting not only global projects, but also national educational and
comuni cations initiatives about the work of the O ganization

V. RECOMMENDATI ONS OF THE PREPARATORY COW TTEE
38. The Preparatory Conmttee for the Fiftieth Anniversary of the United
Nations recomends to the General Assenbly the adoption of the followi ng draft

resol ution:

Wrk of the Preparatory Committee for the Fiftieth Anniversary
of the United Nations

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Havi ng considered the report of the Preparatory Committee for the Fiftieth
Anni versary of the United Nations,

1. Approves the report of the Preparatory Committee and takes note with
deep appreciation of its work in 1995;

2. Expresses its appreciation to those Menber States, corporations and
i ndi vi dual s whi ch have contributed to the Trust Fund for the Fiftieth
Anni ver sary;

3. Al so expresses its appreciation to the innunerabl e non-governnenta
organi zati ons and ot her organi zati ons around the world that have supported the
goal s of the anniversary;

4. Further expresses its appreciation to the secretariat of the fiftieth
anni versary of the United Nations for the series of conmrenorative programes and
projects it has undertaken and coordinated and for its efforts to involve
nati onal committees, non-governnental organizations and the United Nations
system and staff in the global commenoration of the anniversary.

Not es

1/ Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Forty-seventh Session
Suppl ement No. 48 (A/47/48).

2/ Ibid., Forty-eighth Session, Supplenent No. 48 (A 48/48).
3/ Ibid., Forty-ninth Session, Supplenent No. 48 (A 49/48).




