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Draft resolution proposed by the Chairnman

Report of the International Law Conmi SSion
on the work of its forty-seventh session

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Havi ng considered the report of the International Law Conm ssion on the
work of its forty-seventh session, 1/

Enphasi zi ng the i nmportance of furthering the progressive devel opnent of
international law and its codification as a neans of inplenenting the purposes
and principles set forth in the Charter of the United Nations and in the
Decl aration on Principles of International Law concerning Friendly Relations and
Cooperati on among States in accordance with the Charter of the United
Nati ons, 2/

Enphasi zing also the role of the International Law Commi ssion in the
fulfilnment of the objectives of the United Nations Decade of International Law,

Recogni zing the desirability of referring I egal and drafting questions to
the Sixth Committee, including topics that m ght be submitted to the
I nternational Law Comm ssion for closer exam nation, and of enabling the Sixth

1/ Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fiftieth Session, Supplenent
No. 10 (A/50/10).

2/ Resol uti on 2625 (XXV), annex.
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Committee and the Conmi ssion further to enhance their contribution to the
progressive devel opment of international |law and its codification,

Recal ling the need to keep under review those topics of international |aw
whi ch, given their new or renewed interest for the international community, may
be suitable for the progressive devel opnent and codification of internationa
| aw and therefore may be included in the future programe of work of the
I nternati onal Law Conmm ssi on

Stressing the useful ness of structuring the debate on the report of the
International Law Conm ssion in the Sixth Conmittee in such a manner that
conditions are provided for concentrated attenti on on each of the main topics
dealt with in the report,

Wshing to enhance further the interaction between the Sixth Committee as a
body of governnment representatives and the International Law Conm ssion as a
body of independent |egal experts, with a view to inproving the dial ogue between
the two organs,

1. Takes note with appreciation of the report of the International Law
Conmmi ssion on the work of its forty-seventh session and of the Conm ssion's
efforts to advance the work currently under consideration

2. Notes the intentions of the International Law Conm ssion for the
programe of work for the |ast year of office of its nenbers;

3. Urges the Comrission at its forty-eighth session

(a) To resume the work on the draft Code of Crines against the Peace and
Security of Mankind in such a manner that the second reading of the draft Code
may be conpl eted at that session

(b) To resume the work on the draft articles on State responsibility in
such a manner that the first reading of that draft nmay be conpl eted at that
session, taking into account the divergent views expressed during the Sixth
Conmittee's debate on the topic, so that alternative approaches may be devel oped
when necessary;

(c) To resume the work on the topic "International liability for injurious
consequences arising out of acts not prohibited by international |aw' in order
to conplete the first reading of the draft articles relating to activities that
ri sk causi ng transboundary harm

4. Not es the begi nning of the work on the topics "The |aw and practice
relating to reservations to treaties” and "State succession and its impact on
the nationality of natural and |l egal persons”, and invites the Comm ssion to
continue its work on these topics along the lines indicated in the report;

5. Invites States and international organizations, particularly those
whi ch are depositaries, to answer pronptly the questionnaire prepared by the
Speci al Rapporteur on the topic concerning reservations to treaties;
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6. Requests the Secretary-Ceneral to again invite Governnents to submt
as soon as possible relevant materials, including treaties, nationa
| egi sl ation, decisions of national tribunals and diplomatic and officia
correspondence relevant to the topic "State succession and its inmpact on the
nationality of natural and |egal persons”

7. Expresses its appreciation to the Secretary-Ceneral for the update of
the survey of State practice relevant to international liability for injurious

consequences arising out of acts not prohibited by international |aw prepared
by the Secretariat in 1984; 3/

8. Not es the suggestions of the International Law Comri ssion to include
inits agenda the topic "Diplomatic protection” and initiate a feasibility study
on a topic concerning the I aw of the environnent, and decides to invite
Governments to submt comments on these suggestions through the Secretary-
Ceneral for consideration by the Sixth Conmttee during the fifty-first session
of the General Assenbly;

9. Requests the International Law Comm ssion

(a) To exam ne the procedures of its work for the purpose of further
enhancing its contribution to the progressive devel opnment and codification of
international law and to include its views in its report to the Genera
Assenbly, at its fifty-first session

(b) To continue to pay special attention to indicating in its annual
report, for each topic, those specific issues, if any, on which expressions of
views by CGovernnents, either in the Sixth Cormmttee or in witten form would be
of particular interest in providing effective guidance for the Conmssion inits
further work;

10. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to invite Governnments to coment on the
present state of the codification process within the United Nations system and
to report thereon to the General Assenbly at its fifty-first session;

11. Takes note of the conments of the International Law Conmi ssion on the
qguestion of the duration of its session, as presented in its report, 4/ and
expresses the view that the requirenents of the work for the progressive
devel opnent of international law and its codification and the nmagnitude and
conplexity of the subjects on the agenda of the Comm ssion make it desirable
that the usual duration of its sessions be maintained;

12. Reaffirms its previous decisions concerning the role of the
Codification Division of the Ofice of Legal Affairs of the Secretariat and

3/ Year book of the International Law Conm ssion, 1985, vol. I, part |
(addendunj .

4/ Oficial Records of the General Assenbly, Fiftieth Session, Supplenent
No. 10 (A/50/10), para. 513.
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t hose concerning the summary records and ot her docunentati on of the
I nternati onal Law Conmi ssi on

13. Once again expresses the wish that senminars will continue to be held
in conjunction with the sessions of the International Law Conm ssion and that an
i ncreasi ng nunber of participants from devel oping countries will be given the
opportunity to attend those sem nars, appeals to States that can do so to make
the voluntary contributions that are urgently needed for the holding of the
sem nars, and requests the Secretary-Ceneral to provide the sem nars, from
wi thin existing resources, with adequate services, including interpretation, as
required;

14. Requests the Secretary-CGeneral to forward to the International Law
Conmi ssion, for its attention, the records of the debate on the report of the
Conmmi ssion at the fiftieth session of the General Assenbly, together with such
witten statenents as del egations may circulate in conjunction with their ora
statenments, and to prepare and distribute a topical summary of the debate,
foll owi ng established practice;

15. Recommends that the debate on the report of the International Law

Conmi ssion at the fifty-first session of the General Assenbly comence on
4 Novenber 1996



