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The meeting wac called to order at %.1° »n.rn.

GENERAL DEBATE (A/AC.96/TNF.160) (continued)

1, Mr., BOOH (ObLerver for Caneroon) sai’ that it had becore commonplace for
governments to express concern over the alarming increase in the number of refugees
throughout the world, but very little decisive actionwas taken to deal with the
root causes of a nhenomnnon degrading to human dignity. The economic comvonentv

of the refugee problem could not be ignored, for it was no accident that the.

largest concentrations of refugeez rere to ve found in Africa, Asia and latin Amerlca,
continents which had beer bled whiite by centuries of foreign pclitical and econoiiic
domination. The widespread poverty in those continents nroduced social tensions
which in the normal course of events led to violent crises that generated réfugees.
Consequently, along with its laudable efforis to deal vith natural and man-made
disasters, the international commnity must mobilize its irmense material and
intellectual resources, while there was still time, to promote progress in the _
North-South dialogue, fairer international economic co-operatlon and the condlﬁlons
for “true social peace throuohout the world.

2. If solutions were not found soon, many countries might find themselves ih”tﬁéa
same situation as his own, which had to shelter 100,000 refugees although the’ R
resources it needed for its own economic and social development effort were already -
very limited. No sooner had.Cameroon completed repatriation of over 20,000 reiugees
from Equatorial Guinea with the help of UNHCR, than it had been faced v1th a ' new .
influx -of refugees from Chad. As the High Commissioner stated in his repdrt ffl
(4/AC.96/577/8dd.2, paragraph 22), there were no indications of an ear_y re%urn of
~those refugees to their country of origin.

3. Despite the generous hospitality of the people of Cameroon, the presence of
so -many. refugees constituted an economic burden that was hard to bear and a grcw1ng
- -security-risk. That was vhy his Government had appealed to the 1nternatlonal
commnity for assistance.on 2 April 1980 and it had been comforted by the response L
of the French Government, the authorities of the Buropean Lconomic Communlty,

- UNHCR, ICRC and many other governments ar 1 humanitarian orgnnizations. -

4. He wished to express his Government's profound gratitude for the valuable .
assistance being provided by the High Commissioner to the refugees in Cameroon.
The recent visit of the Director of the Assistance Division had made possible. -
better assessment of the refugees' needs, better co-ordination of assistance .
activities on the spot and therefore better chances of success for the UNHCR ~
programme. His Government welcomed the fact that UNHCR had already: taken steps
to continuc the nrogramme of a;d to refugees from Chad in 198L.

5. In concluding, he reiterated his Government's appeal to the 1nternatloual
commnity to give sustained and increased attention to the tragic plight of the~
refugees from Chad, who urgently required an adequate education and health- ,“
. infrastructure and deserved the same attention by the international communlty
as other refugees. ifrica, the continent which had the largest number of
refugees, should have equitable representation in the decision-msliing and»
management organs of UNHCR.
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6. .Mr. BLIX (Sweden) said that the number of rcfugce emergencies had increased
alarmingly during the past year. The best and wost humane wey tc climinate them was
through political action: Soviet withdrawal frcm Afghanisten, Vietnamese withdrawael
from Kampuchea, pcaceful settlement of the conflicts in the Horm of Africa.. The ’
rcsponSLblllty for the emergencies weighed hcavily on the States which failed 1o
provide the necessary political solutions. A4As a result of their failure, some

10 million people were now the concern .of the High Comdissioner, a figure which did
not.include willions of people displaccd inside countries plagued by fapmine cor internal
strifc, for example four or five million E rlcnlans, or half a willion Ugandans, or

the two million refugees in the lMiddle East supported by UWKRW.. The consequenc:s of
polltlcal conflict werc being berne by pnonlc who had little cor no say in the formation
of thq p01101cs which affected them fundamentally. .

T Qplck action, ample resources, flexibility and co-ordiration were needed  to
provide large numbers of people with immediate adequatc relief., It was encouraging

$¢ riote the response of United Nations and voluntary agencics tc meny of the
emergencics which had arisen in the past fow years. However, their responsc must be -
co-ordinated and that was why Sweden had introduced a resclution at the second regular
seséion of the Economic and, Social Council in 1980, requesting a review of the
emergnncy asslstanoc work carried ocut within thc United Nations system during the past
idecaae. ﬂSweden would continue to press for better co-crdination to. ensure effective
and"fIGX1bIo utilization of the resources available. His Govermnment was prepared to
contlnnc 1nformal consultations with other concerned governments end with organizations
on the qUCstlon of which of the cxisting United Nations agencics should be responsible
for co-drﬁlnatlon of disaster relief within the United Nations: In the field, however,
the best co-ordinestor might be the rcceiving country itself.

8. On h& tatter of fund-raising, he stressed the need for more cquitable burden-
sharlngW' ‘Substentially larger sums were nceded and he urged 2ll nations represented
in the Committee to make greater efforts to meet the cost of refugee flows. DMorecver,
the* financial- preperedness of donor countries to rezspond to appeals for erergency
rclief could also be improved. Sweden had introduced a spocial emergency item in its
budget for development assistance which hed enabled it to respond to appeals with a
minimum .of delay and he was sure that the High Commissioner would welcome such
budgeta;x;fl¢x1blllty ‘in as many donor ccuntrics as possible.

9. With- rcgérd to personncl resources, he said that the United Fations system was
such that' 1% had no- qualified perscnnel standing by to deel with disaster situations
at short notices; it scught solutions on an ad hoc basis. His Government, like the
Swiss® Govérnment, had established a dissster relief unit with experienced perscnncl
which could be nade available tc the United Nations at any time. Elemenis of that
unit had assisted UNHCR in relief work in Thailand and Scmalia and it would also be
availzblé for assistance in the futurce. Given the urgent nced for qualified perscnnel
to impletient United Nations-based emergency relicf, other governments might consider
.establishing similar units.

10. Material resources, such ag aircraft and cther mecans of transpert were also
needed at short notice. The French dclegation hod made some interesting comments in
that regard at the specicl session of tiic General Asscnmbly. arge-scale transport
operations should no longer be improviscd; the internotional community should be
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eady to org.nlzc then at any time. Governments must a2lso be prepared to dellver
food, nedicinc, tents and blankets at short notice. Pre-disaster planning at the

nationsl and international lovel was cssential and the Swedish Red Cross had mede & -
substhntlgl contribution to such planning in the devoloplng 2ountries.

11, TUNHCR would have o mejor role to play im pre—disaster planning and its wc:klogdi
was regrettebly likely to continue to increasc, as its budget had in rocent years. --
His Government shared the concern cxpressed by other delegations ond welcomed ticasures
token by thé High Commissioner to improve the cffectivencss of the Office and to
institute arrangements for the exchange of information with member States. Norma lly,
UNHCR planned refugee prograrmes which were implemented by governments or voluntary -
agencies., Recently, however, it had become increasingly operational and its field
steff must be strengthencd. More technical expertise was required at UNHCR
hecadquarters in such areas as procurcment, nutrition, tronsport, water and health,

and ioprovenent was nceded in projecct performance evaluztion.

12. Sweden contributed tc many disaster relief schermes and refugee a351st w e
programmes. Sore 650 million Swedish crowns, approximatcly USISOnnlllon, hwd “boen.
allocated for such purposes during the fiscal year 1980/81. That rcprcsented'about F

13 pexr cent of Sweden's ontirc budget for development assistance. In rcsponse: tO*thb
increasing demends, his Gevermment was considering o further 1ncro 8¢ in its alloeataons
to cmergency rclief for the coning finencial year.

13, In viow of the seriousness of African rofugcc problems and the grow1ng'food v
shortages in many Africen countries, 4Africa had been the main rccipient S6F Swedishi.
disaster rclief and refugee assistance funds. The massive offorts mede lnﬂSoutn Eust
Asia had given positive results despite the difficultics involved. It wes. o bevbopgd
that the constructive trend would continuc ard thot the pzople of Kanmpuchea would~ at-
last be given o chance to cultivatc their owm lond in peace. His delegation supported
the - leh Commissioner's repatriation programme for that srca.

14. It ves disquicting that the budget cstimates for 19830 for Asia still excceded
those for Africa by over $US 100 million, despite the for higher numbers of. Afrlcan»n
refugees. Obviocusly, solutlonq to different refugec problems invelved dlffercnt.costs,
but it should be a fundeamental principle that 21l refugces descrved the same. kind -of:
international attention. One rceson why that hed not becen practicable in thc past was
that donors tended to cermerk their funds for the groups which most wroused publlc
opinion. Donors should try to distribute the liwmited funds more equitably, despltc

the uncven treatment of the various refugce situations in the press. His-Governmment:
intended to increesc its unearmarked contribution to the gencral prograrme of UNHCR

in the conming year.

15. 4s to the question of protection, he szid that the hasic principles d.evcloper1 "
within the Committcc of the Wholc on Pretcction in rccent years werc of fundamented v
importencs and had served as guidelines for the preperztion of Sweden's new ullens ct
It rust be strossed that, in the casce of rcegquests for extradition, refugpcs must never
be deprived of the Drotoctlon against refoulecuent hallowed in the 1951 Convention,
The: guidelincs on voluntary rcpatriation propostd by UNHCR ond further developed
during discussions would contribute to the safcty of reofugecs in process of - -
repatriation. The best possible ways and meens must be sought to save ond protcct <
individual refugces and cosc the burden of the States which had been subjected - to. gﬂ_
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nass’ influx of refugecs. 4&s stated in the report of the High Commissioner, voluntary
repatriation and regional solutions were always preferable tc resettlement in a country
far away from the originzl cthnic and cultural environment of the rcfugee. However,
when, such solutions wcre not possible, the world cormrmnity uust be reody to open its
doors. The present situction in Latin imerica =nd South Beast Asia proved the need for
further commitmeénts to the rosettlement of refugecs. Ho receffirmed Sweden's support
for the High Commissionor's cfforts in that rospoct. Theo Swedish sclcction missions

" in'South -East isia had given priority to handicapped rcfugecs and othar people who had
found*it difficult to obtain resettlement and he urged other countries to aprly
similer criteria in order to aveid a grave residual problen in the South East dAsien
rcfugee camps. The workshop on integration and rcscttlemont had offercd a fruitful
exchange of cxpcricnce and his delegetion hoped thet similar arrangcments would be
madf 1n thc futurc.

16. It should not be forgottnn thut thers were some brighter aspocts in the generally
dark plcturc. In Bangladesh, UNHCR had been able to close dewm its office during the
past yoar, and in Zimbabwe it was co-ordineting zn important progrozme for repatriation

wnd rescttleoment of refugces and intcrnally displaced persons. Finally, despite the
difficultids and political problems inherent in every refugec situation, UNHCR was
therc” té-cxpress the rcediness of the intermational community to extend its assisten

Ledotyefugees in distress, who, it nmust be borne in nind, werc the concern not only of
the High Commissioner but also of 21l mewber States.

17. Mz, GHALIB (Observer for Somalia) noted that it was the sccend time his Government
had»eonsl&ercd Tit necessary for hin to attend o session of the Exccutive Committee in
order-to- @ive the international community first-hand informoticn on the seriously
detcrloratlng circumstances of the refugees in Somelia. 4t the beginning of 1979
there had been 120,000 refugecs and displaced perscns in camps in Somalia, but by the
~end"of that year some 475,000 had occupied 21 camps in vorious regions. In 1980, the
influx had continued and when the High Commissioner visited Somelia in September, there
had been somc 800, 000 refugees in 32 camps. An averege of 1,000 pecople per day were
stil11” arriving in the cemps. The nunber of rofugees living out51de the canps and
struggllng to-stey olive was cbout the seme or perhaps even greater. The flow of

«“refugeds - into Somelia was neot expected to abate in the near futurc. Projections for
réfugee - needs in Somalio in 1980 hod proved gencerally inadequate, and he urged the

“Exctltive Committce to beer thot in mind when deciding upon the budgetary projections
for” Semellu 1or 1981.. '

3 Hls Govcrnﬁpnt hed stressed the need for meosurcs to ensurc the self-relience of
refuzees:”. The findings of the United Notions inter-cgency mission had been
thoroughly rescarched and its recommendations were comprehensive end sound,
particularly the cmpheosis on longer-term infrastructurcal dovelopment and the definition
cf #he-nost immediate food, medical 1nd accommodeation needs. The mission had
fortrlated "an assistence prograrme, bascd on an estimoted average of 640,000 refugees
-7in ‘eambs in 1930, which celled for over 135,000 meiric tons of food commodities end
“hbh~food - assistance amounting to 8US 40.7 uillion.

P

19, After revicewing the action taken by the Sceretery-General, the High Commissioner
and the Econonic and Soc1.l 03 n011 since rnbruqrw 1930, he noted that 2id continued.

to be rééeived ond pledged, and hard work and dedication werc being demeonstrated, not
only by the incrcased act1v1tL¢s of UNHCR ond o+hc* United Y¥ations agencics, but also
by over 21 voluntary egencics. His Government was deeply gratcful for such generous

assistonce, but it wos nevertheless inadequate in view of the colossel refugec problcn
nov fecing Somalia,
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20. That problem, aggravated by the displacement of persons in the wake of natural
disasters, had seriously Jeopardized the country's construction and development

and left it with depleted resources and a burden which it could not face without
greatly increased externel assistance. A serious fuel crisis was preventing -

the delivery of fcod supplies to the refugec camps with their total population of
‘over 800,000, and food stocks in several camps were already exnausted. ‘Without
1mmedlate action, tens orf thousands of rcfugecs would dic. .

21. In addition to immediate relicf measurcs, more lasting solutions had to bé’
sought and he therefcre welcemed the ostablishment o»f a UNHCR Fund for Durable
Solutions. At the samc time, he hoped thet the international compunity wouid ahow
solidarity and an increased willingness to share the burden.

22. His dclegation also supported tho measures iakesn by the High Comtissioncr

to face the growing demands of his Offlcb, including the Policy, Planning and:
Research Unit, the Bmergency Fund and the establishment of a regional o-ordlnator.
Somalia 1tse1f had taken similarly motivated measurcs and had esteblished:a <.
Research Unit on Emergencies fo assist its National Refugee Commission, -and” hoped
that the newly-established UKHCR training unit would alsc train national otaff
directly engaged in rmfu gee work in ccuntrizs of asylunm. S

23. Pinally, he welcomed the propo sel for the establishment of 2 worklng group
on financial and administrative aspects, provided that it remained an -cpenwendéd
b.Od.)/'a . . D TE V.\.’.’L‘T .

N

24. Mr. ASSEDRI (Uganda) said that more recalistic and affcetive steps.tc<stop
the trend towards incrcasing numbers of rcfugess in pany parts of % orld,could
be taken only by removing the causes of the problem, which meant creatlng R
stability where disorder existed. He acknowledged the efforts of the 1n$erna~ional
community, through UNHCR donor countries and international agencies, to find
durable solutions for refugce problems. The decrcase in the Indo-Chinese rOfugcc
case—load reported by the High Commissioncr and the SuCCgSSTul voluntary . . =
repatriation to their homclands of large nusbers of African refugees were . ~» -/
encouraging in thst respcect. His delegation welcomed the High Commissionerts::
efforts to strengthen dircct contacts, thrsugh consultative and informel meetings,
with concerned Governments and international agencies with a view to increasimg
their involvement and commitment in finding solutions. It also supported: the-:~
establishment of a Policy, Planning and Research Unit and of an Energency Thita:

25. Turning to the problems of his own country, he noted that war had -once: again
made victims of refugees who had achieved a reasonable lcvel of self—sufllclency,
and a substantial financial and material contribution to the Reconstruction' and.
Restoration Programme was rcquired in order to prcv cnt them from beconing :z s o
lasting burden to UNHCR and toc Uganda. 3Becausc of a delay in getting the ProgramLp
started, many refugecs were drifting into urban centres in scarch of better:.
facilitleo and services. That was producing an crnsrgency situation and he .= zé
appcaled to the Exccutive Committec to support the High Commissioner's roquest
for the restcration of scrvices in Ugendats refugce scttlements. He azlso thought
that the preposcd aliccetion of & US 500,0C0 f:r rceenstructicn and restoratipn®
should be revised upwards in the light of prevailing oosts.



26. His Government appreciated all of the assistance provided by the international
community to alleviate the continuing need of the Ugandan people. The majority cf
Ugandan refugees wishing tc dc so had already returned home and had joined their
compatriots in the task of reconstructicn and rehabilitation, but the country

- continued to fa.: food shortages becausc of poor crops and drought. Uganda therefore
renewed its appeal to the internatiornal community for cortinued support. Wita the
achievement of pclitical, economic and social gstability in the country, it was
expected that the remaining Ugandans abroad would accept the Government's standing
invitation to return and be reabscrbed into their communities.

27.  In conclusion, he said that his delegation supported Sudan's appeal to refocus
world attention on Africa and thought that the proposed pledging conference on behalf
of Afrlcan refugees was a step in the right direction.

28 Mr TRAN HOAN (Viet Nam) reiterated his Government's view that the refugee

prob}em had to be viewed as a purely humani tarian one which should nct be exploited

for political or other purposes. It was in that spirit that his Govermment and the

. UNHCR had signed a lMemorandum of Understanding on Orderly Departure from Viet Nam.
The. object of that Memorandum was to reduce the suffering of the refugees as well as
the burden on the countries of the region. It was extremely unfortunate that its
implementation was heing greatlj retarded by countries hostile tc Viet Ham that had
saught in every way to hinder and Iimit departures in the mamner prescribed in the
Memorandum, and had even encouraged people to leave illegally. The United States
and certain other Western countries, for example, had made admission much cimpler,
if not unconditional, for refugees 'who left Viet Wam illegally than for those whe
left legally. Efforts were alsc being made, through military threats by the

- United States and provocations by a neighbouring country, to iuntimidate refugees and
encourage -them to leave Viet Nam illegally, with a view te discrediting his country

ooorand mounting a lying propagenda campaign against it.

29. Another problem which concerned his country was that of the Kampuchean refugees.
He deplored the fact that the only authentic and legitimate representative of .the
Kampuchean people, the Revolutionary People's Council, was still not represented zat
the meeting .to e:press its view on the subject while the sc called “"representatives"
.=-afi ithe genocidal regime of Pol Pot had still not been banished. Viet Ham supported
tire :four<point proposal of the People's Republic cf Kampuchea, which called for:
Co~operation between Kampuchea and Thailand and the internaticnal organizations to
tackle the -refugee problem with a view to reducing the dburden on Thailand and
contribvuting to peace and stability in the region; creaticn of favourable conditions
.o enable the Kampuchean refugees in Thailand to find asylum in other countries:
-start of negotiations to sclve the problem of repatriating Kempuchean refugeees in
Thailand; .and establishment of camps for Pol Pot partisans far from the frontier.

In accordance with the norms of international law concerning neutrality, the armed

<. Kmers of Pol Pot and other reactionary forces secking refuge in Thailand should be

disarmed and placed in special camps far from the areas of conflict. They could not
be regarded as refugees and should not be assisted in returning tc Kampuchea tc
pursue their activities hostile to the Kampuchean pecple.

30.- The Revclutionary People's Council of Xampuchzsa was prepared ic engége in
discussions with international orgenizations tc ensure that aid to the country shcul&
be provided as effectively as possible, with due regard for the country's independenc
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and sovereignty. Humanitarian aid must, however, not be used to encourage
Kampucheans to become refugees or to undermine peace and stability in the frontier
area. Lastly, such aid should be the sutject cf an agreement between international
organizaticns and the Kampuchean authorities.

31. The above proposal was Jjust and reasonzble and WOuld restore stability to.the

. region as well as peaceful relations between Thailand and Kampuchea. Viet Nam

_ therefore hoped that Thailand would respond positively to it and that the Office of
the High Commissioner and other international organizations wculd net allow
international aid to be used as a weapon against the Peoples' Republic of~Kampuchea.

32. Viet Nam appreciated the assistance it had received from the 1nternatlonal
community in overcoming the problems born of 30 years' of war and a series of
natural disasters., It proposed that UNHCR shculd continue %o implement the still
uncompleted programmes begun in 1979 and 1980 and that for the immediate future
it should complete the $10 million aid programme concluded between Viet Ham and
UNHCR in July 1980 aimed at helping the 35,000 Kampuchean refugees still in T
Viet Nam to resettle in third countries. Ll

33, Mr, SANZE (Observer for Burunal) praised the excellent worik done by the
High Commissioner and his staff, and welcomed the dialcgue instituted v1th uhe
African delegations and the increasing volume of credits allocated to Afr;ggtﬂﬁ

24. He stressed the heavy burden borne by the countries receiving and “Qsettléng
refugees, noting the legal, economic, political, social and administrative .. iz
complications involved. His country, which had in the past given refuge - to more
than 100,000 refugees, and still sheltered some 50,000 of them, had a v1v;d, ol
experience of their prcblems. Despite Purundi's unenviable pcsition as one -of -the
least developed countries, the superhuman efforts it had expended in recent years

to provide aid and asylum to refugees had received little compensation in the way of
additional allccations from UNHCR and the international community. It was,
nevertheless, continuing to do its utmost for the long-term resetitlement of
refugees, and as a result of his delegation's description of their pressing needs

at the preceding session of the Executive Committee, an amendment te -~ - o=
document A/AC 96/5/2 had been adopted for the inclusion in the UNECR programme
of a relief project in the Cankuzo region. While greeting with thanks the

High Commissioner's decision to grant funds for the con,tﬂuctlun of a hespital :in
that region, he urged the need for a further allocation for the other aspect of
the programme, namely the building of a school. o

35. The mass exodus of refugees from African countries, a legacy of their farmer
colonial status, called for the holding of an international conference o deal.with
their problems and to awaken the conscience of humenity to their tragic fate. : He
also urged that the funds allocated to the African continent under the UITHCR

general programmes should be proporticnate to the needs of the 5 million refugees.

In addition, he advocated the employment by the relief organizations of more- Africans,
both at headquarters and in an cperational capacity, since they werc more -cognizant
of conditions in that continent. In that connection, he welcomed the Tanzanian
delegation's invitation fer the holding of the Executive Committee's next session

in Africa, so as to enable delegations tc see conditions for themselves.
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%6, He favoured the creation of a working group on financial and administrative
aspects, provided its terms of reference were clearly set out, its membership was

not unduly large, and its composition reflected the dlver51ty of United Nations
Membershlp. :

37. Mr. AKRAM (Observer for Pakistan) paid tridbute to the way in which the
High Commissioner had utilized the limited resources at his disposal and said
that he shared the concern expressed by other representatives at the rapidly
deteriorating refu"ee situation, in Africa, Indo-China and South West Asia. The
growing dimensions of the tragedy required an wurgent and effective response by
the international community since it was clear that the resources of the
countries of first asylum and of international relief agencies had been strained
to the limit. The most urgent objective for the current session of the

. Executuve Committee was therefore to seek ways and means of mobilizing adequate
‘resources to augment the capacity of UNHCR and other international agencies to
respond to the refugee problem. - :

38. In accordance with the principle of non-refoulement, his Government was
praoviding asylum to an escalating influx of Afghan refugees. Refugees were
currently arriving at a monthly rate of 6C to 70 thousand and over the past
year-their number had increased from 1,085,000 to 1,150,000, which constituted
the” largest single concentration of refugees in the world. He feared that if
current trends persisted, the dimensions of the problem would grow even further.

=739, ‘He ‘expressed his gratitude to all those who had helped to ameliorate the
plight of the Afghan refugces, in particular UNHCR, and said that his
Government was currently doing everything possible within its limited resources,
It was providing each refugee family with a subsistence cash allowance and
‘meeting the administrative costs of the various services required, as well as
“the heavy cost of inland transport.

40, Assistance extended by UNHCR since September 1979 amounted to $US 26.4 million.
The present committed assistance up to December 1980 was based on the requirements
of -5Q0,000 refugees, while the actual -umber was more thci double that figure.

UNHCR had proposed to raise the basis of calculation from 500,000 to 900,000 and

to iticrease the allocation for the period ending 1980 to a total of $US 52.3 million.

L4147 At the existing rate, the number of Afghan refugees in Pakistan was likely
to reach the figure of 1.7 million by June 1981 and it was estimated that for
the period July 1980 to June 1981 the cash allowance for the refugees would
require $US 78,848,485 while inland transport would cost about $US 1,010,000,

. ‘His delegation was confident that the growing magnitude of the problem would te
! taken into account by the Executive Comnittee and donor countries as well as by
“other international agencies,

F42, While it would continue to provide relief and shelter as required, his
“Government earnestly desired that conditions should be created within

2 Afghanistan which would enable the refugees to reiturn voluntarily to their
country of origin.

43, 1In spite of the burden it was already shouldering, his country was
conscious of its responsibilities towards the welfare of refugees in other
parts of the world and within its limited means had contributed to the relief
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of refugees in Africa and Indo-China. In view of the general consensus that
voluntary repatriation was the best solution to any refugee situation, he
earnestly hoped that concerted efforts would be made to evolve solutions to
the underlying polltlcal problems responsible for the exodus of masses of
refugees.,

44, Mr, ADUGNA (Observer for Ethiopia) said that since 1978 his country had been
faced with the serious problem created by some 2.4 million displaced persons,
including many orphans, widows, and destitute and disabled persons who required
urgent assistance, In 1978, the High Commissioner had launched an appeal ‘for

the Horn of Africa and he gratefully acknowledged the assistance which Ethiopia,
Somalia, and Djibouti had received as a result of that appeal. Unfortunately, that
regional approach had not been repeated despite the growing numbers of retUrneeé*in
need of relief and rehabilitation., It must be remembered that the appeal had -
related to only 150,000 displaced persons, More recently, Economic and 5001a1“”;
Council resolution 1980/5A had appealed to the international community to find~

ways and means of mobilizing urgently humanitarian assistance for displaced -persons
and voluntary returnees in Ethiopia, and an inter-agency mission had visited war-
affected regions of Ethiopia in July 1980 to assess the extent of the problem. */-
A UNHCR mission had also visited Ethiopia to discuss the use of the predetérmihed
allocation of $US 1 million for returnees., That allocation was pitifully inadegimte
to meet the requirements of the 110,000 returnees, the needed relief assistatice’>~
for whom was estimated at $US 86 million plus 8,000 tons of high-protein food dnd
edible oils. : .

PR

~

45, In accordance with the conclusions of the 1979 Arusha Conference, b:l.s**-'~ e
Government had discussed with the Governments of the Democratic Republic of “the’
Sudan and the Republic of Djibouti the zepatriatienand resettlement of refugeesfv
and had agreed on the principle of voluntary repatriation. A proclamation on
the repatriation of Ethiopian refugees in the Republic of Djibouti had been :
issued on 16 June 1980 and a similar proclamation was being prepared for those in
the Sudan. - Already, some 200 people had been sent to Ethiopia by UWHCR and many
thousands had returned. There was a need to assess the question of returnees o
honestly and systematically and he appealed to the High Commissioner to work™
closely with his Government, without preconceived ideas, in the proper plannlng .
and organization of repatriation and rehabilitation measures. UYhile sympathizing
with the additional burden which the problem of displaced persons had placed orr' ‘the
resources of UNHCR, he emphasized that the misery and destitution of displaced -~
persons and returnees was at least as great as that of refugees and deserved & -
speedy response. The problem of refugees and displaced persons should be -~
handled in a fair and equitable way on a regional basis, and he appealed to N
the D[xecutive Committee to assist the High Comm1551oner to follow up his- three ";:
missions to Ethiopia with action in favour of displaced persons and returnees << -
and to ensure the implementation of Economic and Social Council resolutlon 1980/54.
46, His delegation fully supported the Tanzanian representative's proposal for .
the holdlng of the next session of the Executive Committee in Arusha,

47. Mr. FREER-JIMENEZ (Observer for Costa Rica) said that Costa Rica had _
traditionally been a country of refuge for the persecuted and was required, by -~-
its very constitution, to grant asylum to political refugees. Now the refugee
problem had acquired a magnitude beyond the capacity of any individual State
and required concerted action by the international community. Ixisting legal ™
institutions and machinery were, however, inadequate to deal with the problem,
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Thus, UNHCR had had to be gulded in its .work not onlj by the 1951 Convention
but by numerous General Assembly resolutions adopted on an empirical basis,

It was necessary to correct that state of affairs by expanding and improving
international humanitarian law, either within the framework of the

1951 Conventioc:. and the 1967 Protocol or bv the adoption of a Convention on

Territorial Asylum as called for by the General Assembly in its resolution 3456,
of 9 December 1975. '

48, .In his delegatlon s view, such new instruments should provide a fuller
definition of terms and concepts: clarification of the rights and duties of
‘States with regard to asylum; fuller powers for the Office of the
.Hl”h Commissioner and more flexible procedures for the exit, transport, first
aSVLum and resettlement of refugees. IMoreover, there must be fundamental
recognltlon of the fact that responsibility for refugees and displaced persons
rested not only with a particular State but with the entire international
communlty. The rlght of a State whose economy and social and political :
.-8tability might be threatened by an influx of refugees to obtain substantial
: help ‘from the international commmity, and the duty of the latter to provide it,
must e recognized. Such help should not depend on occasional "humanitarian
crusades" or be limited to immediate transport and resettlement costs but must
T>1;nclude long-term programmes which would also benefit the local pcpulation.
However controversial, the political aspects of refugee problems should be
&Lscussed in the anproprlate 10orums of the United Nations.

49. With reference to the adoption of newv legal instruments, he recalled that
in 1974, at the suggestion of the Ixecutive Committee, the General Assembly had
invited a group of experts to draft a convention on territorial asylum and had
convened a Plenipotentiary Conference, which had been held in 1977. Although
that Conference had been unable to complete its work, it had succeeded in
draftlng three important articles and had approved a final recommendation to the
effect that efforts for the adoption of a Convention on Territorial Asylum
should be continued, He therefore suggested that the Executive Committee might
renew its request to the General Assembly to convene another conference for that
purpose. ’
50...So.far as his country's action on behalfl of refugees was concerned, it

- had, with the help of UNHCR, established a model agricultural colony designed -
to become an econcmically self-sufficient unit capable of receiving 1,000 refugees.
Other countrles, also, had room for such resettlements and might be 1nduced, if
bold and lmaglnatlve plans were dravn up, to receive thousands of displaced persons.

51. Costa Rica would continue to co-operate with tke United Nations
Secretary-General the High Commissioner for Refugees, ICEH and members of

the- Executive Committee in finding solutions to the refugee problem throughout
the World '

52; Mr FARAH ABANCH (Observer for DJlboutl) said that the continued growth

in numbers of refugees was disquieting; as soon as conditions became setuled
in one region, a new refugee situation occurred in another. The largest numbers
of’ refugees were in the African continent; in the Horn of Africa alone there
wvere. over two million refugees and dlsnlaced persons. The appointment by the
ngh Commissioner of a special co-ordinator for that region, therefore, was a
timely initiative.
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53. In Djivouti, refugees were now equal in number to 12 per cent of its own
population - an enormous burden for a country wlhich was one of the world!s pocrest
and which, moreover, had been stricken by drought for the past two years. Djibcuti
would be overwvhelmed by the problem vithout the valuable #id of UNHCR and the
international community in providinzg and co-ordinating assistance for the immediate
needs of the refugees, most of whom were women, children and old people. The
resources provided were nevertheless insufficient, and refugee assistance programmes
should be at least commensurate with the level of needs az noted by the interagency
mission which had visited Djibouti in June 1980 and whose report, unfortunately, was
not yet published. '

54. Djibouti had decided to establish,; with the collaboration of the High Commissioner,
a transit centre where refugees could receive basic job-training and food assistance.
Because of the limited scope lor settling refugees in Djibouti, however, il was.
necessary to prepare their resettlement in thlrd countries. llany refugees, for- .
example, were of urban background or weére English-speaking and therefore unable to
continue their education or find worl: in Djibouti; . they were thus liable to . become

an unemnloyed, alienated group and, as such, a threat to social stability. Therefore,
his delegation appealed to CGovermments and international agencies to share the . - ==
burden. His Govermment was grateful to Dgypt, the United States and other countries
which had agreed to take some refugees.

55. Djibouti observed the major international legal instruments governing refugees,
and had adopted legislation for their implementation. It felt that protection.iras: as
vital as material assistance, and regarded voluntary revatriation, under su-tahlat*
conditions, as the best solution to the refugee nrchblem, As a result of talks

between the Ethiopian and 3Judanese Govermments with UNHC participation, Ethlonla hao
declared an amnesty for refugees; the measure would be followed up in the- llﬁht of >
the relevant internmational instruments. _ RN

At

56. His Government warmly thanked UINHCR and 21l the agencies which had joined in .
the humanitarian task of assisting refugees. It firmly velieved, however, that thﬁ
real solution to the problem was 4o deal with root causes; in that connexion,

President Hassan Gouled had recently launched an appeal for efforts to achmeve a ..

negotiated solution tc the conflict in the Horn of Africa. . : :,ﬁ':

57, Mrs, DA ASSU‘HCAO VAHEIGHNT DO ROSARIO (Observer for Angola) said that the . -
continuing conflicts and tensions in various countries, and the struggle against. -
exploitation, were constantly increasing the number of refugees and displaced -persons,
particularly in Africa and Asia. Great efforts had been made by ULHCR, governments
and non-governmental organizations to overcome the refugee problem, and the = - D
Executive Committee, at its current session, should carefully consider what- further
methods and mechanisms were needed,

58. Angola was one of the countries greatly affected by the problem. During the -
struggle against colonial domination, millions of Angelans had been forced to leave:
their country, which was still the victim of attaclks by the South African rQCistrégim%
seeliing to overturn the victory won and wsclten the basis of the Hamibian peopnle's:
struggle for national independence. As & result of measures talien by the late-
President Neto and subsequently by Fresident Dos Santos, millions of Angolan eXiles;
had been repatriated, but many had not yet been able to return. For that purpose,:

a tripartite commission, consisting of Angola, Zaire and UNHCR, had been formed

in September 1980; it was to be hoped that the commissicn would be given all |
pcssitle support, ' T
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59, llany refugees from other African countries were still on Angolan territory, and

the Angolan authorities were doing their best, despite all difficulties, to give

‘them asylum. »Ahcbqntny of asylum had a duty not only to »provide food, medicine and
shelter to refugres but also to promote their integration. Therefore, consideration

of 'a Tund for Durable Solutions should be an important pari of the Ixecutive Committee's
deliberations at its current session., Issential as such measures veré, however, the
refugee problem could not be overcome excent by measures egainst those régimes which
forced people to flee their country.

60, Angola was ready to join with other governments and organizations in contributing
to measures to improve the living conditions of refugees, particularly in iAfrica.
Angola had acceded to the 1951 Convention and the 1967 Proctocol on the Status

‘of Refugees, vhich would henceforth apply to those of ite citizens forced to leave

the country during the wars of independence - citizens whose repairiation would depend
largely on the co-operation of UIHCR at international level and OAU at regional level.

&l - Her delegation thanked all the organizations which, together with UNHCR, had
provided assistance to Angola. It endorsed the proposal that Arusha should be the
venue -for the Lxecutive Committee's thirty-second session.

62. lr, GUNA-KASEM (Theiland), speaking in exercise of the right of reply, said that,
contrary to the allegations made by the representative of Viet Nam, Thailand was
merely a spectator to the conflict in Kampuchea and its activities were confined to
‘humanitarian attempts to alleviate suffering. Assertions that armed Kampuchean
elements were being tolerated on Thai soil were unfounded, as the representatives cf
many impartial relief agencies in the field could testify.

63. The proposals referred to. by the representative of Viet Nam had of course been
studied by all the ASEAN Governments, whose response was a matter of public record.

In accordance with generally accepted international practice, Thailand could not

have dealings with a puppet régime. The problem of the refugees from Kampuchea could
not be finally resolved until all foreign forces had been withdrawn from that country.

G4+ < Mr.: DABILI {Iran), speaking in exercise of the right ¢f reply, said that the
seizure of the United States hostages, to which the United States representative

had earlier referred (A/AC.96/SR.319, para. 40), had stermed nct from an act of the
Iranian Government but from action taken spontanecusly by Iranian citizens in reaction
to long-felt repugnance at past misdeeds. The Iranian Government had from the
~outset done all possible to seek a peaceful solution to the problem, and the
Tranian-Parliament would shortly be taking a decizion in that connection.  The
Executive Committee's tasks were difficult enough, and its time should not be occupied
with matters unrelated to them.

65, Ur. AL-ANT (Observer for Iraq), speaking in exercise of the right of reply, said
that the so--called refusees from Iraq referred to by the Iranian delegation
(A/AC}96/SR;319, nara. 10) wvere Iranians whom the Iraqi authorities had been obliged
vto-expel from Iraq on account of the unrest and public danger they had caused. In
dealing with them, however, no humanitarian effort had been snared. The

xecutive Committeec was not the forum in which to discuss the conflict between Iran
and” Iraq. le would therefore limit himself to referring to the statement made by the
Poreign liinister of Iraq in the United Nations General Assembly on 4 October 193C.

66. lMr. AIERT (Iran) said that in view of the lateness of the hour he reserved the
right of his delegation to rewnly to the statement of the Observer for Iraq, if
necessary in writing.
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67. -lir, LIANIG Yufan (China), spesking in exercise of the right of reply, said that
the remarits made earlier in the meeting by the representative of Viet Kam
constituted an unwarranted and politically motivated attack which would deceive no one.
Vhile most countries were seeling means to alleviate the refugee problem, Viet Ham
was a country largely responsible for it. It wvas high time for that country to
comply with the relevant General iissembly resclution, by withdrawing the troovs

it had on the soil of other counfries and ceasing to export refugees.

’

69, lr, SUONC SIKOEUN (Observer for Democratic Kampuches), spesking in exercise of

. the right of renly, said that the presence in Kempuchea of over 250,000 Vietnamese

troong and some 50,000 advisers represented a threat to peace and security and
estroyed the credibility of the Vietnamese representative's remaris.

69, lir., L BESHIR (Sudan), speaking in exercise of the right of reply, said that
his Government stood ready to render 21l assistance to the Zthiopian Government

in any efforts for the voluntary renmatriation of refugees. Unfortunately, however,
the influx of refugees was still growing, and the Sudanese Government was not

avare of any substantial number of repatriations.

70. Hr. ADUGHA (Observer for Ethiopia), speaking in exercise of the right of reply,
said that-he regretted the implications of the Sudanese representative's remarks;
repatriations were taking place, and some had been reported that very day. The two
countries! Heads of State had recently signed a protocol on the subject, and
Ethiopia remained ready to collaborate with the Sudan and with UHHCR at all times
in order to deal with the problem.

The meetings .rose at 6.40 n.m..




