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The mecting was cr 0 _order at 10.50 a.r.

FXPRESCIONS OF CONDOLEMCE 1M COWMEYION 'ITH THE RECENT FARTHOUAKE T¥ ITALY

1. The CHAIRI'AN. speaking on behalf of the memhers of the Committee. expressed
condolences to the Government and peonle of Italy in connexion with the tragic
loss of human lives as o result of the recent earthquale

AGENDA ITEM 12: REPORT OF THE ECONOMIC AMD SCCIAL COTUMCIT (continued)
(A/35/3/Aad.2, 18, 22, 23 and Corr.l, 27, 28, 33. 3b, 37 ané Corr.l: A/35/120,
b8, 100, 231, 259, 260, 265, 2FfF, 267. 270, 272, 273, 33, 3k0. 348, 363, Los,
h1o, b2&. W31, u,o 522, 5k3 and Corr.l, 61k, 622: A/C.3/35/1. 10, 11 12:
7/1980/1k F/CT h/13w% BE/CW.L/136A A/P 3/35/u,59/ReV:l, L.Sh, L. 6 . L.G1. L.6L,
1.66, L.68. L.49. L.70, L.71, L.74, L.76 L.77. L.78, L.79, 1.04 1.85, L.B86.

L.8%)

2.  Mr. ACUIRRE (Chile) said that his country had elaborated an economic and
social stratesy in which man was the prime mover and his spiritusl and material
well-being was the princinal objective. Tithin that context. the fundamental aims
of Chilean social development policies were to provide equality of opportunity for
all Chileans and to eliminate extreme poverty- to promote employment: and to
achieve full participation and integration of the porulation in the benefits of
develonment.

3. An effort was being nade to redistribute income by establishing a progressive
taxetion system and reorienting fiscal resources so that the entire population
could have access to education, public health and housing services: 53 per cent

of the 1979 fiscal budret hnd been allocated to prograrmmes for iwnrovins components
of the quality of 1ife. DPolicies for eliminating extreme poverty were beins
imnlemented bv the provision of subsidies through nutritional , social housine.
social welfare and other nrogrammes.

7

b, Vith repard to education an attempt was beins made to establish genuine
eavalitv of opportunity for the entire population, and the fiscal contribution to
the sector had been substentially increased. In 1978 school attendance had heen
06.2 per cent. 'ith repaird to health. the princinal causes of disease and infant
mortality had diminished. and infant WortaTltv had declined from 53.5 mer 1 00O
live births in 1968 to 33.7 in 1078, Poliomyelitis had heen eradicated and there

-

hed been a considerahle decline in ”eneral mortelity and maternal mortality.

5. Carmpaigns were being undertaken to eliminate child malnutrition, and

extensive research on the subject was being carried out. The most obvious result
had been the sharp dron in malnutrition in general: and in particular there were
far fewer children 1in an advanced state of undernourishment. In the context of the
activities of the United Nations Universitv. Chile was participating in three
subprogrammes of the Vorld Programme to Tradicate Munger and Malnutrition and had
invited 18 fellows from other developing countries to undertake studies on the
guestion. In the field of housing, a social housing programme had been under way
since 1975 to meet the needs of the least advantaged sections of the population.

/...
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In 1979 10 .000 housing subsidies had been granted, without prejudice to the
country's housin~” plans.

6. Promotion of employment was to bhe achieved by implementing policies to improve
social security and also the labour marFet. The high rate of unenployment of
recent vears was declining - in the vperiod August--October 1070 it had fallen to

0.9 mer cent . the lowest figure in the past four vears. One of the principal
causes of the high rate of unemployment was the abnormallv rapid growth in the work
force. resulting from massive emnloyment of women. part-time working by students and
the phenomenon of dual employment. Those phenomena in turn were due to the fact
that. in a lively economy. broad sectors of the nopula®ion could now obtain the
purchasing vover to acquire consumer goods which were formerly available only to a
minority. ‘Vorkers’ real incove had improved. as vas recognized in the VWorld Ranl
study on Chile. Real income had risen by 12.5 per cent as compared with 1970,
Inflation had also dropped. Annual price increases. wvhich had fluctuated between
700 and 2.000 ver cent in 1973, were novw apnroxirmatelv 35 ner cent.

T, To allow every Chilean to achiesve full versonal develovment., his Government was
implementing policies to enable workers to particinate in the management of
enternrises, policies for the develonment of community and trade union associations
sports and recreation policies, etc.. All that had been accompanied by a
substantial growth in the rross national product which had risen by an averare of
some O per cent over the last three years, and was now equivalent to an annual

per capita income of $1,920.

3, Pis delegation attached particular importance to questions of social
development . and thought that those questions were not receiving due priority in
the wvork of the Third Committee. It was true of course that those questions
pertained mainly to the national sovereignty of States: but the international
community also had an important part to play, esnecially if the auestions were
approached in the light of the indivisible nature of the develorment orocess.

Q. The renort of the Ad loc Vorling Group on the Social Aspects of the Develovpment
Activities of the United Mations (®/1981/2) was the product of excellent work. FHis
delegation had studied the report and apgreed with the view that the development
process should be oriented towards the different rrouns of society, since they were
to be bhoth 1its beneficiaries and its agents. and since in social matters the
approach could not be reduced to the so-called basic neecds criterion . Vhat was
lacking was a scheme which reflected the priorities of social objectives. since the
effectiveness of the whole system could bhe impaired by allocating the same amownt

of resources to different objectives.

10. The Chilean delegation had taken note of the renorts submitted by Mr. Dhar,
Assistant Secretary-Ceneral for Development Research and Policy Analvsis., on
improvewents in the methodology for observing social trends and on income
distribution in rural and urban areas. It also agreed with the final comments of
the report contained in document A/35/231. because the Government of Chile was
itself promoting an agrarian policy aimed at achieving a considerably higher level
of production which would help the most backward and least favoured sectors.
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11. M, VALTAKE (YMetherlands), referrineg to questions of social develovment in the
context of apenda item 12. said that his delersetion had taken note with preat
interest of the report of <he Ad HYoc Vorking Group on the Social Aspects of the
Develonment Activities of -he United Wations (7/1001/3). In its view. the problem
of wigrant workers was in bdrincinie a regional watter: and, accordingl. the most
effective means of providing adequate protection For wmigrant workers and their
Tamilies was to conclude regional or bilateral treaties. There were incdeecd
univerSGW norims to be anpl:ied 21l over the world, hbut there would seen to he more
appronriate fora to deal with the protection of migrent labour than the United
Tations Goneral Assembly. Hic deleration wondered whether it was fruitful to
continue the work of the Vorking Group in view of the poor results it had vielde?
If it was decided to continue the ‘orking Group. the leatter should try to draft a
universally acceptahle text which contained sowme feneral and not too detailed
provisions and would not contradict existing international instruments. ITxisting
fundariental rights and safeﬁuarqs for mirrant workers and their Tomilies should be
veaffirmed, and sweecinl otiention ziven to the question of the extent to which
econoric and so 1 riehts should !

h2 accorcded to those wvorkers and their families.

12, As repards the other torking Group, which dealt inter elia with the draft
decloration on the rights of non-citizens. his CGlP““ElOD “comsidered thatr the worlk
accomplished so far had falled to Ao full justice to the importarce of the subject.
He hoped that the work would continue in 1081, and that the General Asserbly would
he able to adont the text of e declaration. Such a text must include an article
which would fully puarantee the existing fundamentsl rights and freedoms to which
aliens were alreody entitlcd under national and international law., Ilis delegetion
had submitted a draft article to that effect in document A/C.3/35/VG.2/CRP.T7 which
it stronply recomiended for adoption.

13. As a conseqguence of resolution 34/LE, the Secretary.-General hsd orfanized in
June 1980 a seminor on the effect of the pregent un;tpt international economic
order on the economies of cevelopins countries and the obstacle which thot
constituted for the implewentatior of human ri Fl s . and an independent exnert
nominated by the Fetherlands Government had particinated in the seminar.
Unfortunately the seminar tad not contributed to a further clarification of the
many intricate nroblemns corcerning the question, especially those releting to the
richt to develomment.. lis Covernment would continue to co~operate in the efforis

to circumscribe the scope end significance of the »irht to develonment.

1k, Ve, EAVIBATUA (Ori LarVa). referring to the subitem on the right to education,
said that in l“Tn ) Sri Tanksz hod 1 co-sporsored resolution 3M/1T70° and hisg delemation
now gladly supported the efforts of the delegation of Romwania to draw attention to
the paramount importance of education for the full develovment of the human
personality, as well as the major contribution it made to social progress and
rational develovment. The educational process broadened man's understandins of
other cultures and social and political systems and thus becane an essential pillar
of international co--operation and an instrum=nt for the strencthening of peace and
international securitv. The importance of the achievement of universal and
compulsory basic schooling ond the elimination of illiteracy had becn recocnized.
The right to education as a basic human right was currently so widely accepted that
it was difficult to remember how., less than 50 years ago, education had in many
parts of the world been a Derlle"e enjoyed only by a limited stretum of society.

-
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15. Bri Lanla recornized the importance of the richt to educarion and enjoved

a commrehensive svatem of free educstion, includine education at +the university
lewrel, which was available to all citizens without discrimination. In the previous
vear the Covernment had decided to provide school text -books to students completely
free of cherge A5 a resvlt of such measures. the level of literacy in Sri Lanla
vas 00 per cent for men and women nlike: and there was now therefore an extremelvy
well develoned sense of molitical consciousness or the vart of the nopulation and a
desire to particinate actively in the political process. It had thus been vossible
to maintain the steady commitrent to the system of parliamentary democracv vhich
had nrevailed in Sri Lanks since the achieverment of independence in 1018,

10, Ilis delepation wolcomed the efforts made in the field of education by UNFSCO
which had heen able to adant to changing plobal trends and new emersing needs.
MESCO bad innde 1ts most significant cortribution in the arecs of the vhilosonhy

of education. The relevance of the work vpursued by UFESCO towards the reslization
of the goals of the internstional ecoromic order was illustrrted in the note on
endorenous develorment culture and societyv which had been prepared for the
Prenaratory Committee for the e International Developrent Stratepy.

ZATHWAL ABIDIN (Malaysia). referring to the guestion of narcotic drugs.
the seriousness of the problem of drug sbuse in ‘ielaysis. vhere the number
s as well as illiecit trafficking had escalated since 1975. had led hisg
't to cormit approwimately $10 willion to nationsl nrogrammes to combat
that menace. ilis deles~tion was also concerrned that the efforts of the
aternational communitv - and  in particular . those of the United fations - to
ress the problem had not chown sifrns of sucecess in containing. much less
eliiirating. a nroblem which in sone cases had reached a critical stage.

13, Drus ahuse and 1llicit trafficking in drurs had hitherto been resarded as a
social nroblem and had been iven inadequate attention. It was onlyv rnow that abuse
of and 1llicit trafficking in druzs had heen recoenized as evils which could be
eliminsted only hv concerted international action. Tis delesstion was convinced
thet a social or moral appnroach alone was not adequate to confront a problem vhose
cor-osive effects were extremely grave and threatened the national security.

stability  and resilience of llembeir States.

)
f

]

19, The international commmitv should clearlv recognize thot nev dimension of
ﬂfUﬁ abuse snd 1llicit trafficking in Arugs . which called for nmors determined
collective action ur/er the auspices of the United Mations to combat the danger.
Tn the area of source of supnly or production of druﬁs or psychotronic substances.
consideration should te given to the moseiblity of vlacin~ every asvect of the
nroduction of such substances under effective international supervision while. in
the field of education and research. any long-term plan must include programmes
which would warn people of the destructive effects of drurs and induce them to
renounce thelr use.

n0.  Together with other countries [alavsia considered that the most successful
efforts so far had Dbeen those desiined to curb illicit trafficking and to
rehabilitate and trest drug users. At best. hovever., those represented only
partial mecsures: the willinsmess to consider common and effective strateries

/...
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depended to a large extent on a global change in attitude towards viewing drug
abuse as a problem affectinc naticnal security and stability. Theot had already
been recognized hy the Cormonwealth Heads of Government of the Asian Pacific

recion vhen. in Senterber 1980, ther had met in Iew Delhi snd issued a comruniqué
which inter alis had recornized that drug abuse on a2 nervasive scale threatened the
security. stability and resilience of a natiorn. They had noted also that drus
abuse was not merely a sociszl problem, but that there was a clear lin): between

drus trafficking and other types of organized crime. including illegal

trafficking in arms. which would pose a serious security problem in some

countries.

21. It was therefore time for the United Hations to view druss as harmful by
definition and similar to the danpers presented by nuclear weapons and cherical
anc bacteriological varfarz. There was a need Tor the United Wations to
re-examine the marnitude of the problem. whose real impact on !Merber States called
for an effective framework of action under United lations auspices.

22. Ur, MATELJAK (Yugoslavia). referrins to the efforts beine made by a number of
orgzans and agencies of the United Nations system to promote the further development
and more consistent arnlication of existing international instruments in the field
of human rights, said that his delegation attached particular importance to the
seminar on the affect of the present unjust international economic order on the
economies of develoning comtrices and the obstacle which that constituted for the
implementation of human richts and fundamental freedoms. That seminar . which had
heen held at Geneva in Jul;r 1980, had further elaborated the concept of the right
to development as a human :~ight and had stressed the importance of creating the
necessary conditions. at the national and internstional levels, for achievine a
more complete realization of human rights and fundamental freedoms through the
establishment of the new international economic order and other necessary measures.

23. llowever the achievement of those objectives should not entail the
establishment of new bodies or the strengthening of the international human
rights supervisory machinery. for two reasons: regardless of its strensth, such
machinery could not be effective in the absence of adequate conditions: and
excessive development in that direction would definitely encourase tendencies
towvards interference in the internal affairs of indivicusl countries. Past
experience had shown that the activities of United Mations bocdies in that field
required maximum flexibility and goodwill on the part of all concerned. TFor that
very reason ne commended tre excellent work performed by the Worl-ing Group on
Missing Persons., established at the thirty-sixth session of the Coumission on
Human Rights.

2L, Turning to the questicn of the protection of the rights of migrant workers

and their families, his delegation believed that, despite the intensive activity of
the International Labour Organisation in that field. discussions in the Third
Committee and other United Tations bodies had confirmed the need to elaborate and
adont a convention on the trotection of the rights of mirrant workers and their
families. In order for a craft resolution relasting to such a convention to
succeed, it would be necessary for both the host countries and the countries of
origin to show flexibilitv and goodwill.

/...



A/C.3/35/00
Fnelish
Pare 7T

eljel, Yugoslavia)

25. Yith re~ard to another aspect of human rishts. his delegation had always
believed that social and economic development renresented two sides of the same
coin and thet scecial rights were an insenarable port of the totality of human
rigi:ts. His delegation therefore attached great inmportance to the work of the

Ad lloc Yorking Group of experts. established by Iconomic and Social Council
resolution 1079/1h5. whose activities were described in the Groun's renort
(B/1901/3). The remort laid emphasis on popular participation and the fact that
social aspects should be treated in the context of development and, consequently.
in the context of the establishment of the new international economic order. His
delepation sunported the view expressed in the report concerning the necessity Tor
Letter co-ordination of the activities of various United Mations bodies and
specianlized arencies as well as co-ordination between thosce bodies and the
recional commissions. An expansion of the IEconomic and Social Council's membership
to include 211 ilewber States would stropﬂtheh tle role of that organ and help to
promote the consideration of social ouestions within the fraievor? of the United
Fations systemn,

26. Defore turning to other matters related to human rights. his deleration wished
to pay tribute to Tlrs. Helvi Sinila, Assistant Secretary-CGeneral for Social
Development and Humanitarian Affairs. who would soon be leaving her post as head

of the Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs, for all she had done
for the promotion of the social aspects of development within the United Hations
and for the zeal with which she had carried out her responsibilities. At the

same time his delegation welcomed the appointrment of ‘rs. Letitia Shahani,
Ambassador of the Philippines and well-known in United Ilations circles. as the
successor to lirs. Sipilé

27. With reference to the situation of human rights in Chile, his delegation felt
it necessary to point out that, in the seven years since the military coun in
Chile had overthrown the democratically elected socialist Government of
President Balvador Allende, the Chilean people had been condemned to 2 life
deprived of human rights and funcdamental freedoms. The latest report on the
situation in Chile subritted by the Special Rapporteur in document A/35/522 showed
that there had not only been no improvement in the field of human rights in Chile
in the past year but that there had even been an aggravation of the situation in
certain areas. The military junta had intensified its repressive measures, in
particular by the enactment of new decrees. including Decree-laws Hos. 3,168 and
451, of January and July 1080 respectively. According to the report, in recent
months there had been an increase in arrests., torture, including the torture of
foreign citizens., intimidation and threats. Academic and trade union freedoms
continued to be renressed, trade unions were being dissolved and trade union
leaders arrested. The poorect strata of Chilean socilety were esvecially affected
by poverty, illness. high mortality and unemployment.

20, In his view the elaboration and contents of the new Constitution. as well as
of the plebiscite, constituted a flagrant violation of the fundamental human rightes
T the Chilean people. The results of the nlebiscite sugpested a defeat for the
military junta. given the fact that those who had failed to participate in the
plebiscite or had voted against the Constitution had exposed themselves to
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shoulu continue to bhring pressure to bhear
» i to restors humen ripghts and Tundamental
mipimor the “hird Committee should acdont dreft resolution
nigsion on Huwran Pirhts was dnvited to extend the
yrheur and ghould approve the Special lapdortevr s

¢ hig revovt (A/35/5022). Apv*hﬁng short of that would
mta Y continue and even intensify its policy of repression
ar { neor Tor that re~son his delegation could not agree to the
propr3ut ‘ouLamﬂol in drafs IOHOTuTion 4/C 3/35/T..65 which sousht to extend the
mandate of the United Tat Trust Iund. for Chile and convert it irto a Voluntary

I

3

et

Fund of the United rions for Victime of Cross and Flasrant Violstions of Human

i His celecation bel.ieved that the Third Committee shoulld continue
“”“n' ts efforts to preolonas the 1life of the Fund and malke it successful.
ountry faced serious economic problems, it had contributed to the

limits of s capsbilities, vhereas other countrics hed not done
that connexion he nointed out that some delegations tended to overlook

5 Luwan rights Unlversal in character, were implemented in
ent socizl, ecouroulc ”ﬂﬂ cultural environments end that. as a

quence v—"rimwq “ﬁh@@i» 4o did not have the sare value or
1 in different so: tems. To ignore that fect could only
’“5601Pt1c37 confr vbetion, Ch rould be very harmful to the cause of

20, 7iji (China id thrt it followed from General Assembly resolution
30/150 . ﬂﬂlaﬁluhh 1 (e) t Soviet and Vietnamese agrression ofys

z ¥ ainst Afchanistan
and Tevoeratic Tarmuchea. the illeral occupation of Arab territories by Israel and
Tamibla by South Africa. the rivalry of the super--Powers fTor ~lobal hegemony

and ther interference in tre internsl aflfairs of other countries, TIWCh undermined
the indepencdence, sovered nd risht to natioral self-dete rm1n4t¢on of those
countrics  constituted oind flarrant violations of humen rights that had led

to 8 wessive exodus of refugees in South--Fast Asia, South Asia. the Middle Ilast and
Mrica  and seriously threcltened world perce.

0. "o of the sravest instances iP wviniech world meace and security had heen
upuermjned and fundamentnl human rishts had been grossly violated in the vast tvwo
TEArS 1 in Democratic Xampuchea enl Afrhenistan. Hovever, cespite

he rmnfateg aaoeaﬁs to the Boviet Tnion and Viet Mam in the CGeneral Assembly and
otner iaternational Torumg to withiraw their troops from ATchenistan and Democratic
Kampuchea. the Joviet and Vietnamese hegemonists continued to refuse to comply.

tion Tirmly supnorted 21l resolutions and proposalc fh?t condemned

cores called for troop withdévawal and upheld the fundarental rights of the
peoples o Alchanistan and Democratic Kampuchea., Her delegatlon also hoped that the
Unit

ced,lations UCUld adopt =2ffective measures to ensure the implementation of the
a

3L, Arother urrent human rights issue concerned the death sentence imposed in
soberber 1070 on the Scuth atiriot Yim Dae Jung by the Chun Doo Hwan

wmilitory rhéoime, whiech haod also gentenced 03 other patriots to 2 to 20 years of

irmrigonment . Ier celenation believe hat the illegal trials and consecuent
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convictions represented = political witch hunt and a challenge to basic human
riehts im Dae Jung had always fourht heroically for the cause of freedom and
democracy and Tor the pescsful uwnification of the nation in the face of ruthless
v the faseist dictators. Vhen his sentence had been announced. there
een no reactions . not only in Yorth and Souvth Horea hut also in meny

Ler cowntries of the world., surthernore, at the session of the Sub-Commission
on Frevention of Discrimination zn¢ Protection of lfinorities held in Cenevs in
Septerber 1070, wany delegstions had exnressed thelr grave concern over the
sentence end had denounced the atrocious actiong of the South orean authorities.
Her delegation urged the internaticnal community to anpeal to the South lNorean
nuthorities to desist from: their nlanned execution of T sto

Tim Dae Jung and to re
freedon immediately to him and all other detained netriots.

ore

32, lis. YLLLS (fustralia) said her country had consistently demonstrated its
strong convie 1 ici that 1n5a-1atio,\A co~operation vas the most effective means
of cowbsting arus spuse and illicit drug trafficking. In 2ddition to contributing

to the regular budget of the United MNaticns Fund for Drug Abuse Contrel since 1073,
her Government had recently made available the sun of $A 700,000 for special
projects snonsored bv the Fund. It therefore considered that the problem of
waintaining a world-wicde balance between the supnly of narcotic drugs and the
leritinate demand for those Jdruvgs for wedical and scientific purposes should be
gsolved by means of internctional coasultation and co--omeration. In its view,

the Sinple Convention on Tarcotic Truss., 1961, and the 1972 Protocol Amending
the Sinple Convention vust be the corner-sione for current cfforts to attain =2
unified aporoach to the cuestion of narcotic drug control at the international
level. Her delegation awaited with interest the outcoie of the study that the
International Tarcotics Control Board was to undertake, and, for the reasons just
mentioned, it was pleased to co-sponsor draft resolution A/C.3/35/L.TT.

33, With rerard to the guestion of weys of improving at a practical level the
protection of the rights of individuals, the debates on human rights that had
telken pnlace Auring the current vear in the Commission on Human Rights and the
.

cononic mpﬂ Social Cowncil had been Ffocused on systemetic and flagrant violations
of human rights and. in particuvlar, on particular symptoms that tended to be
prevalent in certain situations. In order to focus the debate on those sympioms.
it was essential to hove relisble and well-documented information available and.
in that connexion, the renort of the Sonecial Rapporteur had been invalusble for
assessment of the human richts situation in Chile.

3., Despite the difficulties caused by the lack of reliable information on many
issues, in the case of the specific auestion of missing and disappeared nersons a
larpe amount of information had been received, thus maling it possible to take
action in that regard. She avaited with keen interest the renort on that question
which the Vorking Croup established hy the Commission on Human Rights was to submit
to the Commissicn at its thirtv-seventh cession.

35. Her Government had noted with pvarticular concern the groving political
violence afflicting countries such as Bolivia, Guatemala and 1 Salvacdor, as well
as the continuing repression of the people of Afrhanisten, a situvation that bore
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witness to the extent to vhich certain States were nrepared to violaste human
rights for political and :.deoclogical purposes. It believed, however, that it was
not sufficient to study the symptoms of situations of gross violations of human
ri~hts- the causal Tactors must also be considered. It was evident that the local
factors that gave rise to human rights violations were almost as diverse as the
situatiors themselves. It served no nurpose to meke generalizations and to
1dentify as the causes such factors as the capitalist system of the international
economic erisis; 1t was necessary to analyse, assess and understand the true
causes of human ripghts viclotions. loreover., it must above all be recognized
that the fundamental impulse and brotection must inevitably come from the moral
Judgenent and commitment of individuals, especially those in positions of power.

35. fer delepation recosrized the validity of various philosophical approaches
to the question of human rights. It was particularly concerned that a consensus
should be maintained on stch questions wherever possible. The breaking of that
basic consensus was usually an indication of the introduction of extraneous
issues serving a political purpose. almost invariably of a short-term nature.
However., it was in the international community's long-term interest that States
should co-operate in the rromotion of respect for human rights. That truth was
demonstrated by the trend towards the establishment of regional arrangements for
the promotion and protection of human rights, The Duropean Commission of Human
Nights =nd the Inter-American Comimission on Human Rights were extremely active
in that connexion. TFurthermore. the Organization of the Islamic Conference had
established a committee of experts to consider a draft Islamic Charter on Human
Rights, which would finally be considered by the Islamic summit conference.
Progress hod also been wmade in Africa  under the ausnices of the Orgenization of
Africen Unity, towards the establishment of an African commission on human rights.
Her deleration had noted with interest from the introductory statement made by
the Director of the Division of Human Tights that a Member State in the Asian
rerion had offered to host a seminar that was likely to be held in 1981. Her
country would gladly partizivate in such a seminar and awaited with interest
further information conceraing preparatory arrangenents.

37. ilr, DUE (Uorway) said that there was currently genersl agreement that the
concept of development must include economic and socizl components and that the
promotion of distributional equity was of particular importance in the

improvement of living conditions for all population groups. The United Hations
had an important role to play in that kind of work and in the promotion of
co—-operation between countries in that field. Illonitoring of social trends was

of the utmost importance to the international community's ability to evaluste

the direction and quality >f social development. Considerable prorress had been
made in the techniques for monitoring those trends since the United Hations had
started publishing its repirts on the world social situstion in 1952. Document
A/35/340 considered in a realistic manner the many methodological problems still
to be solved. For cxample . the extensive use of gross national product per capita
as a proxy indicator for socio-economic progress could be considered =g a result
of the lack of more exact social data and must therefore be complemented by data
expressing the distribution of benefits and opportunities and data reflecting
najor aspects of social change.
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36.  Like the corresponding report for 10Tk, the 1978 Report on the World Social
Situation included an assessment of distribution of income among and within
nations and a presentation of trends in patterns of official expenditure on

social services. His delegation assuued that the Secretariat would pursue its
work on gquestions of income distribution, particularly with rerard to the effect
of public policies. Over the past 10 to 15 vears substantial resources had been
devoted in a great number of countries to studies relating to income distribution,
and the United Hations should take full advantage of those studies in its work

on social development.

30. Vith regard to the report on the distribution of income between rural and
urban areas (A/35/231), his delegation hoved that the Fconomic and Social Council
would continue to devote attention to the problems dealt with in that document,
since the report clearly indicated the need for further studies in that field.

40. His Covernment believed that, in order to achieve well-balanced regional
develiopment within a country. it was of the greatest importance to ensure
equitable incone distribution between urban and rural areas. Of course, the
policies to be adopted would vary considerably froi country to country. but it
wvas useful to exchange experiences and views at the international level on the
kind of mechanisms that could contribute to rural-urban economic imbalances and
on the different options there were for rectifying such imbalances.

L1, lr. SPINELLI (Ttaly) thanked members of the Committee for their expressions
of sympathy in connexion with the disaster that had struck his country and
assured the Committee that they would be transmitted to the Covernment and
people of Ttaly.

The meeting rose at 12.35 p.m.






