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LETTER DATED 6 APRIL 1995 FROM THE HEAD OF THE DELEGATION OF THE
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA TO THE CONFERENCE ADDRESSED TO THE
PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE ON DISARMAMENT TRANSMITTING THE TEXT

OF CHINA’S NATIONAL STATEMENT ON SECURITY ASSURANCES

I have the honour to transmit to you herewith the official Chinese and
English text of "China’s National Statement on Security Assurances", which was
delivered on 5 April 1995 by the spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the People’s Republic of China.

I would be grateful if the text of this statement could be circulated as
an official document of the Conference on Disarmament.

(Signed ): Sha Zukang
Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary for
Disarmament Affairs
Head of the Delegation of the
People’s Republic of China to
the Conference on Disarmament
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CHINA’S NATIONAL STATEMENT ON SECURITY ASSURANCES
5 April 1995

For the purpose of enhancing international peace, security and stability
and facilitating the realization of the goal of complete prohibition and
thorough destruction of nuclear weapons, China hereby declares its position on
security assurances as follows:

1. China undertakes not to be the first to use nuclear weapons at any
time or under any circumstances;

2. China undertakes not to use or threaten to use nuclear weapons
against non-nuclear-weapon States or nuclear-weapon-free zones at any time or
under any circumstances. This commitment naturally applies to
non-nuclear-weapon States parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons or non-nuclear-weapon States that have undertaken any
comparable internationally binding commitments not to manufacture or acquire
nuclear explosive devices;

3. China has always held that pending the complete prohibition and
thorough destruction of nuclear weapons, all nuclear-weapon States should
undertake not to be the first to use nuclear weapons and not to use or
threaten to use such weapons against non-nuclear-weapon States and
nuclear-weapon-free zones at any time or under any circumstances. China
strongly calls for the early conclusion of an international convention on
no-first-use of nuclear weapons as well as an international legal instrument
on assuring the non-nuclear-weapon States and nuclear-weapon-free zones
against the use or threat of use of nuclear weapons;

4. China, as a Permanent Member of the Security Council of the
United Nations, undertakes to take action within the Council in order that the
Council take appropriate measures to provide, in accordance with the Charter
of the United Nations, necessary assistance to any non-nuclear-weapon State
that comes under attack with nuclear weapons, and impose strict and effective
sanctions on the attacking State. This commitment naturally applies to any
non-nuclear-weapon State party to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons or any non-nuclear-weapon State that has undertaken any
comparable internationally binding commitments not to manufacture or acquire
nuclear explosive devices, in case of an aggression with nuclear weapons or
the threat of such aggression against the State;

5. The "positive security assurance" provided by China, as contained
in paragraph 4, does not in any way compromise China’s position as contained
in paragraph 3 and shall not in any way be construed as endorsing the use of
nuclear weapons.
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