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AGENDA ITEM 123

Launching of global negotiations on international
economic co-operation for development (continued)

1. Mr. McHENRY (United States of America): The
General Assembly today resumes formal considera
tion of the global negotiations for the first time since
the eleventh special session. Thanks, however, to
your tireless efforts, Mr. President, there has been
no hiatus in our consideration of the matter. There
has, instead, been important progress in understanding
the complex issues involved. We hope that the hours
spent in informal discussions under your leadership
will be reflected in the economic discussions between
developed and developing countries in the United
Nations that will follow. We also hope that there will
be a better understanding and a willingness to act on
the basis of each other's economic needs, constraints
and aspirations.
2. I wish then, Mr. President, to salute you for your
own achievements. You have, it seems to me, largely
achieved the first goal, which is the restoration of
trust and the establishment of a spirit of mutual co
operation and goodwill.
3. The Assembly is aware of the concerns of the
United States with regard to the procedural text
developed at the end of the special session. I We hope
that it will be possible to develop sufficient safeguards
so that global negotiations can be launched and at the
same time the competence and functions of the existing
specialized forums can be.preserved.
4. The agenda, too, will require special attention.
There will be complexities and difficulties, and we
hope that it will be possible to develop an agenda which
is neutral in nature and general enough to provide an
opportunity for us to cover the subjects which must
be covered in these negotiations.
5. I mention the difficulties required in developing
an agenda not to give my own remarks a negative cast

I See Official Records of the General Assembly, Eleventh Special
Session, Annexes, agenda item 7, document A/S-ll!25, para. 16.

or to be pessimistic about the task before us. Rather,
we should be realistic about the task in developing
a procedures paper, agreeing upon an agenda and,
more important, carrying on global negotiations when
they have been launched.
6. The United States is prepared to assist and to
participate fully in resolving the remaining questions
before us in an attempt to find common ground. We
look forward to working with the other delegations
here in that spirit in the coming- days.

7. Mr. MI Guojun (China)(translation from Chinese):
The inclusion of the item ••Launching of global nego
tiations on international economic co-operation for
development" in the agenda of the current session of
the General Assembly, as proposed by the Group
of 77, has given us another occasion further to explore
this issue and work for the adoption of the decision to
launch the global negotiations by this session of the
General Assembly. This is a most welcome oppor
tunity.

8. The global negotiations are important as an
attempt to reform international economic relations,
the disadvantages of which are all too familiar. The
inflation and economic recession at present faced
by the major developed countries and the difficulties
they engender in the developing countries serve to
highlight this problem and prove 'that there is an urgent
need for the reform of these relations.

9. Looking back at the economic situation for the
last 10 years or so, we have all become aware of the
following facts.

10. First, economic development for either the
developing countries or the developed countries will
inevitably require changes in international economic
relations. These changes should be effected gradually
on a just and reasonable basis in a steady and orderly
manner so that they are ultimately conducive to the
realization of a new international economic order
which serves the interests of all countries.

11. Secondly, in the present international economic
life, there are both contradictions and interdependence
between the developed and the developing countries.
Only by sitting down together for a serious and patient
dialogue in a constructive spirit with each side con
tributing, according to its capability and responsibility,
to this common effort can the objective of reform be
fulfilled. If on the contrary only superficial actions
which are intended essentially to defend the old order,
or even to "beggar-thy-neighbour", are taken, then
only tension and confrontation will ensue, which will
create even greater turbulence and chaos in the inter
national economic field.

12. Thirdly, the various areas in international eco
nomic relations are both complementary and mutually
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restricting. On different economic issues, the situation torically, realistically or morally, is certainly rea-
of each country, the problems it is concerned about sonable and necessary. The choice and formulation of
and its expectations vary. The solution of problems the agenda should fully reflect the,reasonable demands
in these areas has proved difficult when tackled sepa- of .tHe developing countries, identify their actual
rately and in isolation. On the other hand, despite diffi~ulties, in order that we may in future negotiations
the complexities and the difficulties inherent in these give'inore importance to the solution oftheir problems.
problems, an equilibrium acceptable to all might still If, dit the contrary, we had ~~' absolutely neutral
be found if these issues are tackled comprehensively formulation, we would be going against the spirit of
and as a whole. This will be a breakthrough in the resolution 34/138. This is something which, in fact, the
structural reform of international economic relations. majority of countries have come to accept.
13. Lastly, the establishment of the new intema- 18. Thirdly, the agenda for the global negotiations
tional economic order is closely linked with inter- should define the items and broad orientation of our
national peace and security. The tense international future negotiations. As such, it will, of necessity,
situation created by big-Power rivalry for strategic contain some elements of prejudgement. However,
resources as well as hegemonist aggression and we need not and cannot at present discuss issues that
expansion is entirely incompatibl~ with the establish- can only be discussed after the negotiations have
ment of the new international economic order. If the begun. On this point, we believe that the .formulation
turbulence in world economy is allowed to continue, of the agenda items should not prejudge the specific
not only will it cause serious difficulties in the devel- outcome of the negotiations.
opment of the developing countries, it will also aggra- 19. Fourthly, the agenda for the global negotiations
vate political instability thus providing those who seek while emphasizing the demands of the developing
hegemony with the opportunity to fish in troubled countries, should also reflect the principle of common
water. This is obviously unfavourable to the fun-
damental interest of the peace-loving countries and interests ofall countries; it should incorporate practical

I f h Id problems that concern the genuine and reasonable
peop eo t e wor . interests of various parties. We believe that, if all
14. In view of the foregoing, it is necessary for the parties can act with the aforementioned considerations
politicians to enlarge their vision and view the world in mind and also according to the provisions and spirit
economy, particularly the questions concerning of past United Nations resolutions which have already
North-South economic relations, in a long-term, global been negotiated and agreed upon, then it will be pos-
and strategic perspective. By so doing, North and sible to formulate an agenda acceptable to all parties.
South can together embark boldly on the process of
reform to change international 'economic relations. 20. The question of procedures was the subject of
We should keep this in mind during our discussion of much discussion at the eleventh special session of the
the global negotiations and should let our actions be General Assembly. We are still of the opinion that the

id db' revised proposal submitted by the Chairman of
gUI e y It. Working Group 11, Mr. Crnobrnia' not only defined
IS. As for the global negotiations, at this session the the central position and leading role of the confer-
General Assembly has the task of formulating the ence" in the process of the global negotiations, thus
agenda and the related procedures. We think that the ensuring the "simultaneous, coherent and integrated
letter and spirit of General Assembly resolution 34/138 approach" of the negotiations, but also provided that
should be the guiding principle for this preparatory relevant special agencies should conduct detailed
work. negotiations in accordance with their mandate, in
16. First of all, based on the premise that the agenda order that in-depth and effective discussions may be
of the global negotiations should comply with the held, to ensure that agreements reached will be widely
objectives of the global negotiations laid down by the implemented. It is therefore a more desirable com-
resolution, we are of the view that, first, the agenda promise text. We hope that at the present session a
for the global negotiations should focus on problems suitable formula which is acceptable to all parties can
which should be solved as a matter of priority in the be found, so that an agreement may be reached on the
process of the restructuring of international economic aforementioned text.
relations and which could be solved if efforts were 21, Mr. President, since the eleventh special session,
made. It should bean organic integration of long-term, various forms of consultations have been conducted
medium-term and short-term measures. Only thus inside and outside the United Nations on the afore-
can the global negotiations meet the demand ofresolu- mentioned issues by countries concerned. You
tion 34/138, which is to yourself have taken the initiative to accelerate the

"Contribute to the solution of international eco- process and have made a positive contribution to that
nomic problems, within the framework of the re- end. Mr. Dadzie, the Director-General for Develop-
structuring of international economic relations ... " ment and International Economic Co-operation, and

Mr. Ripert, Under-Secretary-General for Economic
17. Secondly, this resolution also points out that the and Social Affairs, have both lent their wisdom to the
global negotiations should task. The Chinese delegation participated in some of

"Contribute... to steady global economic devel- the informal consultations. We felt that these consul-
opment, in particular the development of developing tations were serious, in-depth and promising.
countries... " 22. These consultations have brought about a

We feel that this provision embodies both a balance meeting of minds on some issues, and on others
and an emphasis. The emphasis on the developing concepts held by various parties have come closer;
countries, no matter how one looks at it, be it his- as for the rest, there exists a better understanding of
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one another's views. We feel that there tshope for
an agreement. But one must admit that on some critical
issues there is still a gap among the demands of the
parties. This is a fact which must be faced. We,~must
make an effort to bridge this gap together, if we want
to start another round ofglobal negotiations during the
present session of the General Assembly. We hope
that all parties will continue to approach the matter
in a constructive manner. Especially if the major
developed countries can have greater political will and
flexibility, it will be possible for us to achieve the
awaited success in the time that is left to us. The
Chinese delegation is willing to make our contribu
tion to this end together with the other delegations.

23. Mr. ANDERSON (Australia): At this point in the
proceedings of the Assembly it is not my intention
to repeat what has been said by many others in this
debate. What might be helpful would be for me, on
behalf of my Government, to recommit Australia
to full participation in the global negotiations on the
basis of the objectives set forth in the enabling General
Assembly resolution 34/138.

24. We do not minimize the problems still to be
resolved before the global negotiations can be
launched. Agreement has still to be reached on agenda,
and differences persist in regard to procedures. We
remain confident, however, that these differences will
be overcome in the course of the present session of
the Assembly. Here, Mr. President, I pay a tribute
to you for the initiative you have s......,wn in bringing
delegations together in an effort to ach: liethat meeting
of minds which is our common objective here.

25. The urgency and severity of the problems of the
current international economic situation require a
fresh approach. We need only glance at the avalanche
of alarming figures now pouring forth from the inter
national financial institutions to see that renewed
efforts must be made to come to grips with the under
lying economic problems which confront the global
community.
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26. Assuming as we do that the global round will be
satisfactorily launched next year, we believe that a
number of lessons can be drawn from earlier rounds
in the North-South dialogue. First, the dialogue has
been more productive when it has been focused on
specific issues and on tangible proposals. Secondly,
progress is most likely when it is recognized that
mutual interests are involved and that agreement
depends on the readiness of all sides to consider con
cessions. It remains important to bring a flexible
approach to bear. If this spirit is shared by us all,
success will be assured.
27. We believe that, whatever the final agenda
agreed, a first task of the conference should be to try
to focus serious attention on a few recognized priority
concerns on which all parties will be prepared to enter
into active negotiations and where there is a real pos
sibility of achieving tangible results. This is a problem
solving approach. It is an approach antithetical to that
of trying to consider every issue on the agenda at
once. It is only by having sharp focus on key problems
that progress can be made.
28. As for procedures, we share the view that the
competencies and essential role of the specialized
forums should be respected. Indeed, we would go
further and suggest that that role should be harnessed
and exploited for what the agencies have to offer. It
is the specialized forums which have the expertise as
well as the legislative competence to produce the
results on the issues referred to them, albeit, as many
ofus agree, with appropriate guidance from the central
forum.
29. Let me conclude, Mr. President, by again wel
coming the steps you have taken to move the Asserribfy
towards launching the global negotiations on a viable
basis. We share your qualified optimism.. You can
count on Australian support in your endeavours.
30. The PRESIDENT: I thank the representative of
Australia and other speakers in this debate yesterday
and today for the kind words they addressed to me.

The meeting rose at 11.25 a.m,
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