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ANNOTATED LIST OF ISSUES FOR CONSIDERATION
BY THE CONSULTATIONS AMONG SENIOR OFFICIALS

Note by the UNCTAD secretariat

1. In its resolution 49/98, of 19 December 1994, the General Assembly
decided to convene the High-level Intergovernmental Meeting on the Mid-term
Global Review of the Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Least
Developed Countries for the 1990s in New York from 26 September to 6 October
1995, to be preceded by a one-day meeting of Senior Officials on 25 September
1995. The High-level Meeting will carry out the mid-term global review,
consider new measures as necessary, and report to the General Assembly on
progress made in the implementation of the Programme of Action.

2. The Consultations among Senior Officials are open to the States
participating in the High-level Meeting. The Consultations may wish to invite
any intergovernmental organization with observer status in the General
Assembly to participate, at its request, as an observer in these
Consultations.

ORGANIZATION OF THE HIGH-LEVEL INTERGOVERNMENTAL MEETING

3. The Meeting of Governmental Experts of Donor Countries and Multilateral
and Bilateral Financial and Technical Assistance Institutions with
Representatives of the Least Developed Countries (Donor/Recipient Meeting),
acting as a preparatory meeting for the High-level Intergovernmental Meeting,
has made a number of recommendations concerning the organization of the
Meeting.1 /

1/ See the report of the Donor/Recipient Meeting (TD/B/42(1)/9,
TD/B/LDC/GR/5, TD/B/LDC/AC.2/2, 23 June 1995).
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These recommendations, as endorsed by the Consultations among Senior
Officials, together with the Senior Officials’ own decisions on outstanding
issues noted below, will form the basis of the Senior Officials’ report to the
Meeting.

A. Adoption of the rules of procedures

4. As recommended by the Donor/Recipient Meeting, the High-level
Intergovernmental Meeting may wish to apply the rules of procedure of the
General Assembly, as appropriate.

B. Election of officers
(Item 1 of the provisional agenda)

5. The Senior Officials may wish to make arrangements for the nomination
of the Chairman to be elected by the High-level Intergovernmental Meeting.

6. The Senior Officials may also wish to consider arrangements for 29
Vice-chairmen, one of whom will assume the duties of Rapporteur, so that at
the opening Plenary of the Meeting the various groups are in a position to
make nominations with a view to the election of all officers by acclamation,
thus dispensing with the need for a secret ballot.

C. Adoption of the agenda and organization of work
(Item 2 of the provisional agenda)

Adoption of the agenda

7. On the basis of the recommendation made by the Trade and Development
Board in the annex to agreed conclusions 423 (XLI) of 31 March 1995, the
Donor/Recipient Meeting has recommended that the pre-conference meeting of
Senior Officials may wish to approve the draft provisional agenda and the
organization of work recommended by the Trade and Development Board. (For the
provisional agenda, see TD/B/LDC/GR/4 - attached.)

8. The Senior Officials may wish, in that light, to recommend the
provisional agenda for adoption by the High-level Meeting.

Organization of work and establishment of sessional bodies

9. The High-level Intergovernmental Meeting will have nine working days at
its disposal. The secretariat has prepared a tentative timetable for the
High-level Intergovernmental Meeting (Annex I).

10. The Meeting may wish to establish a Committee of the Whole in addition
to the Plenary. The Committee of the Whole would be chaired by the Chairman
of the High-level Intergovernmental Meeting. The general debate will take
place in the Plenary. The Committee of the Whole may wish to consider and
report on agenda item 3, namely: Mid-term global review of progress towards
the implementation of the Programme of Action for the Least Developed
Countries for the 1990s:
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(a) Review of progress in implementation at the country level;
(b) Review of progress in international support measures;
(c) Consideration of new measures for ensuring the full and

effective implementation of the Programme over the second
half of the decade.

The Committee of the Whole may, as necessary, establish working groups to deal
with the above item.

11. The Senior Officials may therefore wish to recommend that a Committee
of the Whole be established to discuss item 3 of the provisional agenda and
that all other items be dealt with in plenary. Moreover, the Senior Officials
may wish to approve the proposals for the organization of work in section E
below.

D. General debate

12. The Officer-in-charge of UNCTAD, in a note (TDN 330/17(1-10)) dated 14
August 1995, informed Governments of the establishment of a list of speakers
for the general debate, which is scheduled to open on the morning of 26
September. The General Assembly has set a guideline establishing a time-limit
of 10 minutes for interventions by representatives of States and of 5 minutes
for statements by other participants. This guideline should be strictly
observed during the general debate. The Senior Officials may wish to
recommend that the Meeting adopt these time-limits.

E. Organization of work of the Meeting

13. With regard to the organization of work of the Meeting, the Senior
Officials may wish to recommend to the attention of the High-level Meeting,
the following:

(i) The total available services for meetings will be distributed, as
required, among the Plenary, the Committee of the Whole and
regional group meetings. Facilities exist for a maximum of 2
simultaneous meetings to be held with interpretation each morning
and afternoon.

(ii) A "meeting" is deemed to have an average duration of three hours;
thus, the services provided for a meeting of three hours might,
on occasion, be shared between two sessional bodies, and/or
contact or regional groups, provided that the meetings so linked
together take place consecutively.

(iii) Working hours of the Meeting should be 10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.
and 3.00 to 6.00 p.m., Monday to Friday, the period from 9 a.m.
to 9.30 a.m. being reserved for group meetings to the extent
possible. However, in order to accommodate the many speakers
intending to participate in the general debate, it will be
necessary for plenaries devoted to this item to start punctually
at the scheduled hour (i.e. 10.00 a.m. and 3.00 p.m.).
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(iv) The general debate has been scheduled from 26 September to 4
October. It is suggested that the list of speakers in the general
debate should be closed on 29 September (p.m.). There will be no
general debate in the Committee of the Whole.

(v) Governments may wish, to the extent possible, to designate as
heads of delegation persons of ministerial or equivalent rank.

(vi) In order to enable the High-level Meeting to conclude its work on
time and in the interest of an orderly organization of its work,
it is essential that a timetable be approved at the beginning of
the session and that every effort be made to adhere to it.

14. A proposed tentative schedule of meetings is annexed to the present
document. This schedule calls for the general debate to begin on 26 September
and for the Committee of the Whole to begin its work on the afternoon of that
day. For the general debate, the secretariat has made provision for one
evening plenary, but more evening plenaries may prove necessary.

F. Seating arrangements for the Meeting

15. It is proposed that the seating pattern at the High-level Meeting will
conform to that of the current session of the General Assembly.

G. Report by the Chairman of the Consultations
among Senior Officials of the Meeting

16. The Senior Officials may wish to authorize the Chairman to report to
the Meeting on the outcome, including the conclusions and recommendations of
the Consultations.
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