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On instructions frommy Governnent, | have the honour to transmt to you
herewith the comments of an Iraqi spokesman on the fallacious statenment made on
5 April 1994 by the official spokesman for the United States Departnent of
State.

| should be grateful if you would have this letter and its annex circul ated

as a docunent of the Security Council.

(Signed) N zar HAVDOON
Anbassador
Per manent Representative
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Annex

Comments by an Iragi spokesman on the statenent nmade on
5 April 1994 by the spokesman for the United States
Departnent of State

An official spokesman said today in Baghdad that the accusation nade on
5 April 1994 by M chael MCurry, the spokesman for the United States Departnent
of State, that the Iraqi Government was behind the nmurder of a nunber of
foreigners in the Kurdistan regi on was absurd and showed the extent to which the
Department of State was seeking to deceive public opinion as to the true nature
of the bad and still deteriorating security situation in the area.

The spokesman pointed out that the Kurdistan regi on, which was under United
States protection and control, was experiencing great disturbances and was
teemng with armed el enents and thieves. People there did not dare go out at
night or travel fromone town or village to another, and nurders and robberies
on the roads in Kurdistan were al nost daily occurrences.

The spokesnman said that the newspapers of the arnmed groups in the Kurdistan
region were clanmouring with conplaints and criticisms of the deteriorating
security situation and were daily accusing the Kurdish authorities of being
unable to control their arnmed elenments. Fromtine to tine, they reported the
assaults and robberies conmmtted by such arned el enents, which sonetines
deteriorated into fighting anmong thensel ves over the spoils and to the public
exchange, anong the warl ords Masoud Barzani and Jal al Tal abani and ot her |eaders
of the bands arned by the Anericans, of accusations of responsibility for the
deterioration of security in the area.

The spokesnman went on to say that the accusation made by the United States
Departnent of State against the Iragi Governnent was an evi dent deception

engaged in for propaganda and political purposes and was to be seen in the
context of the blindly hostile United States attitude towards Iraq.
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